a oe 


Bi 


tee “oy Gut ee ae oes rus Like. 


CONSISTING OF ABOVE 


“One Hundred and Forty Sermons, befides his Rothidl Pieces, 


IN TWO LARGE FOLIO VOLUMES, 


To which is prefixed, 


THORS Lirz and WRITINGs, with the CONTENTS. 
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a SERMON. LXXVI. 
nf ] ‘HE Sum of the Gofpel; or, God in Chrift. 
te a, nee Page 1 

Ma T. iil. 17. —This is my beloved Son, in whom 

we "Tam well-pleafed. 

~The words being viewed in their connexion, explained, and fam- 
_ med up in a doétrinal propofition, the following general topics 
. sof difcourfe are profecuted, viz. Bhan 

1, To fpeak of God’s being in Chrift. 

.2. To enquire how God is in Chrift. 

_3- ‘Fo thew that in Chrift alone, he is: well-pleafed. 

4. To etc of the whole fubjeét. 

YD wane +S Ei RoM, O1Ni-LXXVIL 

‘Prefent Duty before. approaching Danger. 11 

JER. xili. 16. Give glory to the Lord your God, 

_ before he caufe darkne/s. 

The Author having corifidered the wordsin their connexion, divided - 

.,)and explained them, and taken up their fenfe in a doétrinal obfer- 
_ vation, he propofes the following general heads of method, viz. 

“1. To fpeak a little of this glory that is given to God, and what it 

, is to glorify him, ; ; } Yat 
2. ‘To enquire how, and by what means, we are to give him glory. ib. 
3-, What is imported in the expreflion, Give glory. unto the Lord 

ae cig Sana alla é 14 
4. To {peak of the motive*here affigned, Before he caufe darknefs. 15 


An Ww ~w 


5. To deduce fome inferences for the application of the whole. 16 


~ SERMON LXXVIM, LXXIX. 
cEhe Great Ruin, and the Great Relief; or, Help 
from Heaven to Self-deftroyers on Earth, 21 
Hos. xiii. 9. O Wrael! thou haf? defroyed thyfelf; 
aie eee" "but in me is thy help. 23 
“The words being viewed in their {cope and connexion, analized, 
1)..explained, anda variety of obfervations. taken :notice. of from 
them, the two branches of the text are copioufly handled, viz. 
1. That man’s ruin and deftru@tion is only of himfelf, and his 
"own finfulnefs. : 22 
“The improvement of this truth, in a fuitablenefs to the defign 
Diy OF tie day. 2° Sey a 2 
2. That our relief and deliverance. is owing only to God, and his 
©<' fovereign mercy. fag qo 
“°*What fruitful leffons may be gathered for our ufe and improve- 
34.0% ment. ti f . ; ; é — | 32 
eo SE RN ON MO ERKR PRET 
The Commencement of all faving Bleflings. 34 


The words being»confidered in; theirconnexion, divided and ex- 
_,Plained, and the fpiritual meaning.contained in them.given in a 
\~ doétrinal propofition, the following topics are difcufled, viz. 
.2eWhat this fpiritual temple is, © Si le ly 36 
37 


Set SI ; a pl 38 

“4. "The day defcribed in which the foundation is laid, and from 

Shee de tO 

_ §. What the bleffings are which commence from this day. 42 

“6 Tt is proved that faving bleflings do commence from that day. 43 

+45 The application. of the whole eee a 45 
Ua SW a eto A OIE IO F3c REUSE OEE? (gE er ; i . 
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“T.To' {peak of the city of God. Rit algeen 
\a)-T6 thew what 'thefe fad times’ re, that put the city of God in 
~sacentb fons: unis ahh sedi hscasoun ind. bah sat 54 
3..To enquire what grounds) of encouragement the city of God 
* hath in thefe fad times, _- ee gata aS 8 ie pans 
4. To deduce fome inferences for the application, ©" A, BOE 7 
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SERMON. LXXXIN-~LXXXVI. 


The giving Love of Chrift, and the receiving 
Property of Faith... 62 


GAL. ti.20,.1 am-crucified with Chrift :. neverthe- 
lefs IT live; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the Jiefh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 

_ » bimfelf for mei... 

The verfe being divided and explained, and the former part of it 

~ © opened up at fome length, and applied; two doétrines are raifed, 

and profecuted from the latter. part thereof, — who loved me, and 

. Save himfelf for me. The First is, The love of Chrift, manifefied 

in the word to finners, is a giving love. From this obfervation 
the following heads of method are handled, viz. 

1. The doétrine illuftrated by a chain of inftances. 

2. The truth of it confirmed by an induction of particulars, ~ 71 

3. A fucciné application of the whole fubject, 72 

The Seconp doftrineis, That it is the property of true faith to enter- 
tain the giving love of Ghrift, revealed in the SY pel, witha ME, ME, 
by particular application. And from this propofition, the follow. 
ing topics are propofed, viz. 

1. To enquire into the import of this particularizing property of 

of faith, entertaining Chrift’s love with a me, me, 73 
2.,To fhew upon what grounds faith makes this particular appli- 
cation. : 74 

3. To affign the reafons why faith hath, and muft have, this ap- 
propriating quality. 76 

4. To deduce fome inferences for the application. 78 


S E R.M O.N::-LXXXVIL 
Gofpel-Humiliation grounded on Faith’s View 
of Divine Pacification. 81 


EZERK. xvi. 63. That thou mayest remember; and be 

confounded, and never open thy mouth any more, be- 

 caufe of thy fhame, when lam pacified towards thee, 
for all that thou haft done, faith the Lord God. 


The words being viewed in their connexion, explained, and a doc- 
trinal obfervation laid down from them, the dlleeee topics of 
“difcourfe are infifted upon, viz. ; ret 

1. To {peak a little concerning this humiliation. 82 

2. Confider the fpring of it, viz. God’s being pacified. * 84 

3. Point out the connexion between them; of, the influencethat the 
view of God’s being pacified hath u pon this humiliation, bid. 

4. The application of the fabject, sa 85 


70 


SSE RMN ON Liexx ving 
Chambers of Safety in Times of Danger. 87 


Is A. XXvi. 20,°21. ‘Come, my people, enter thou into 


thy chambers, and Jbut thy doors about thee ;' hide 
thyfelf as it were for a little moment, until the in= 


‘ dignation be overpaft. For, behold, the Lord cometh - 


“out of his place to punifh the inhabitants of the earth 
Jon their inquity: the earth alo {hall difelofe her 
_ blacd, and Shall no more cover ber flaim. E 
After an introdu@tion into the fubject, an explication of the 
~ “words, and 4‘do&rinal propofition laid down, illuftrated, and 
“confirmed, the,followiig heads of method are treated, wigs. + 
11 When may the. time be {aid tobe a threatening time, fo asa 
_ » ftorm is evidently approaching ~ ets Se ic eg OO 
‘2... Why the Lord will take care of his people's fafety and! fecvrity. 


Whinfock actimes dan <tos Jo) da i ay sudbid, 
3. What chambers, he want them come into, for their fafety. 90 


4..The application of the fubjeét. eer ae ee 


SB ROM OPN SERek be ee 
‘The Word of Salvation fent'to Sinners," 9 
ACTs xiv.26.Toyouis the word of this falvation sent, 
“the words being explined, and a dottrine raifed from them, the 


o5 following things are propofed, viz. 
‘1. To {peak concerning this falvation, 

oy of the word of falvation.. i Sp 8 
3- —— of the fending of this word." 


. 


4: To make application of the whole, 1) y Hot 
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THE 
SERMON. XC. 


Gofpel - -Compulfion; or, bree Power 
and Authority. 102 


LUKE xiv. 2 23. —-Compel them to come in, that my 
houfe may be filled. 


The words being viewed in their fcope, divided and explained, and 
a doétrinal propofition raifed from them, the following topics of 


difcourfe are propofed, viz. 
1. To fpeak of the minifterial commiffion and authority imported 


in this word, Compel them. 
2. rs enquire into the end and defign of it, viz. that they come 
105 


3- "To fpeak of the reafons thereof, namely, that his. houfe may be 


filed. ei, Came aah reas 
4. Todeduce fome inferences for the application of the fi ubject. 108 


S ERM ON _ XCI,-XCI. 


The Fountain-Head of all Bleflings; or, the 
great Store-Houfe opened. _ 118 


2Cor. v.18. — All things are of God. 

After viewing the words in their feope and connexion, and cloth- 
ing them with a doétrinal abfervation, the following general 
“heads of method are profecuted, viz. 

‘1. To mention fome of thefe all things, relating to the new crea- 


v1 


tion, that are of God. 118 

2. To enquire how all things are of God. 11g 
3 To thew whence it is that all things are of God. 120 
122 


4. To make application of the whole fubject. 


S E*R’'M ON XCM. 
-Gad the conquered, yet conquering Tribe; or, 


the Vanquithed at firft, the Victoratlaft. 132 | 


Gen. xlix. 19. Gad, a troop {hall overcome bim; ; 
but be fall overcome at the laf. 
“The fcope and connexion of the words having been confidered, and 
their meaning expreffed in a doétrinal propofition, the following 
- general heads of method are propofed, viz. 
1..To {peak of the foils which the Ifrael of God meet with; thew 
what are the troops that defeat them in this world; and how far 
thefe troops may overcome them. 


133 
«2° Fo {peak a little. of their victory, and how far they may be | 


faid to overcome at the laft. 134 
3. To affign fome reafons of the doétrine, fhewing why they are 
‘many times overcome, and why they fhall overcome at the laft. 135 
4: To inake application of the whole fubject. 137 


SERMON. XCIV. 


Chrift fi true Mofes, fent to deliver his true ° 


Ifrael from their fpiritual Egypt. 141 
Acts vii. 34. Ihave feen, I have Jeen the affliction 
~ of my people which is im Egypt; and I have heard 
their groaning, and am come down to deliver them. 
And now come, I will fend thee nto Egypt. 


After the. words are viewed i in their fcope, and analized, the fol- 
lowing topics are confidered, viz. 


“eda GAS defignation of the “people that are pitied. — 4! 
"2. The grievous cafe ‘and diftrefs they -were in, 4 43 
i HR ‘Their behaviour under their diftrefs. cris ~ Gbid, 
he How the Lord thewed his pity to them. 144 
eee What means. he ufed for this end, “145 
os Some improvement made, of. the whole, _ 148 


ss 


‘SSRs M 6 N XCV, xcvI, XcVIL. 
--ghbe Rower and Policy of Satan. bounded and 
ed by ee ord Chrift. 


“hur , wit Agi 


aE E xxii. Pe 
_ mons behold, 


“ 1Q2. 


A Demonftrate that t 
iis fome olen naes for the pga 5a 


GN? £an a A 
1Cor.i. 30. REY. V. bey cir made 


unto us redemption... For thou waft Mains, and haft 
redeemed us to God by thy blood. © 
The Author having taken a view of the cae as sey ftand in 


themfelves, and as compared together, and having exprefled ~ 


their meaning in a general propofition, ‘the following general 


heads of method are profecuted, viz. 


1. Some propofitions offered concerning this redemption. 169 

“2. How redemption i is of God as the firft caufe, evinced. 171 

3. How it-is to God’as the laft end, enquired ‘into. ibid. 

4: Leaiaptiaia made of the whole fabjed. 172 
SERMON XC. 

The True Chrift, not New Chrift. 176 


HER. » iti. 8. Fefus Chrift, the fame yeferday, to- 
wig habkeatidiay, and for. Myerson xn 

The ame being viewed, both in themfelves and their €illeicciow, 
a doétrinal propofition laid down, and confirmed from parallel 
texts of fcripture, the following heads of method are handled, viz. 

1. The import of Chrifts immutable identity and famenefs, en- 
quired into. im er * E96 

2. Wherein, or in what refpeéts, he is the fame, pointed out. 177 

3. oe neceffity of knowing this, efpecally i in: ‘thaking times, e- 
vine 


78 
4. The be errtesee of the whole Tjet, ina variety of ‘inferon 


ces -aI9 


SE RM.ON.G.. 


Faithfulnefs unto Death, ‘crowned with eter- 
nal Life. 184 


Rev. li. 10. —Be thou faithful unto death, and I 

will 1VE thee a crown of life. 

The words being viewed. both in themfelves, and their connexion, 
accurately analized, and copioufly explained, and a doétrinal 
propofition deduced as exprefling their meaning, the following 
general topics of difcourfe are propofed, viz. 

1. To explain and illuftrate the propofitions - 

2, To confirm the truth of the do@trine, 

3- To make application of the fubject. 


SER M-O N® GE 
The Builder’s. Armour ; 
_ Warfare of fpiriual Builders. , 


186 


7 


198 


NEH. iv.18. For the builders, every one bad ‘his 


Sword girded by his fide, and fo builded. 


The {cope and connexion of the words being confidered, their 


Apiritual eatin afcertained, and. a epee obfervation 
“propounded, the following gers heads, or method are ite 
pofed, viz, i 


1. To fpeak a little of the builders. as ? 

2, To difcourfe fomewhat concerning the. Gatin (hitters 200 

3- To affign fome reafons why fpiritual builders: sg alfo to be 
’ fpiritual foldiers; ftill ready for war. aA Sb 

4. To deduce fome’ inferences for the tpplicetion. 202 


SERMON Toia 


Witnefles cited for God; and all their witnef- 
fing Work fummed up in this one point, viz. 


their attefting that he is. God. eee i 209 
Isa. xhi. 12. —Ye my awit, ait the Lor, 


After an introdu@tion: into, ae an analyfis of. the: hada? and 
‘doétrinal obfervation fated from them, the 2d meio | is 
“propofed, viz, errs: 

fA Somé things premifed for clearing t this ‘otaie on To 

"3, Shew how, or by what 1 means, we are tobe | God’s witnefles.. 2uX 

“3. Speak a little concerning the i import of. thefe words, Ye are 
witneffesy that Iam,God... i 

e whole witneffing work of God’ 5 wines, 

_ is fammed aya <i their : a . 


% 


189 “cae 
190% 


or, the. Work : and 


bbe BY baie a ei 9. 5. 


THeIEGSGNM ERENT *. vii 


.. the analization: and explication of them eflayed, and a dottinal 
Propofition expreffing the fenfe of them obferved, ‘the following 
heads-of difeourfe are laid down, viz. 

1. To touch a little at the engagement. of a covenanted people, 


their avouching God. et denis ath 
2. To fpeak a little concerning the engagement.of a covenanted 
God, his avouching them. 223 


3. To point out the folemnity of thefe engagements, both of his 
and theirs. eid 4 


bei 2s 
4. To prove the dottrine both by {cripture and reafon. ibid. 
§. To deduce inferences for the application of the fubject. 225 


SE RMON Cy 
The happy Hour of Chrift’s quickening Voice. 
5 , a9 
JOHN Wo25.Verily, verily, Lfay unto you; The hour 
_ 1s coming, and now is, when the dead./hall hear 
. the-voice of the Son of God ; and they that hear fhall 
hive. hs mee 
‘The words being viewed in their {cope.and connexion, a, general 
‘and particular divifion and explication given, and a’ doétrinal 
propofition raifed from them, the following two things are 
propofed, viz, Ea i 
_1. A fhort explication of the particulars in the text. 230 
2» The application thereof, in feveral inferences. 235 


od hom & No Cy, 

‘The beft Security for the bett Life ; or, a Life 
».. »... hid with Chrift.in-God. IQAl 
COL. iii. 3. Your life is hid with Chrift in God. 
After an introduétion into, an accurate divifion, and fuccin@ ex- 
plication of the words, and a doétrinal obfervation raifed from 

them, the following general heads of method are handled, viz. 
I.. To-fpeak:a little of the treafure itfelf, the believer’s life. 242 
2. To fpeak of its being hid; and thew in» what refpects it 
is fo. ; ibid. 
3- To thew with whom it is hid; and what is imported in its be- 
ing hid with Chrift. ° sie 243 
4. To fhew where it is hid, viz. in God’ and what that imports. 244 
5. To deduce inferences for the application. 245 


SERMON. CVI. 
‘Heaven pofed and preffed with Queftions and 
*- Demands; or, Faith’s Freedom with God, 
~ “warranted. 254 


Isa. lvers. Thus faith the Lord, the boly One of I : 


~..rael his Maker, Ak me things to come; concerning 
“my fons, and concerning the works of my hands, 
command ye me. 

The Author having viewed the words in their connexion, analizedand 
©@ explained them, laid down a propofition:from them, the follow- 
J «Ang topics of difcourfe are illuftrated, viz. 
es The truth of the doctrine confirmed, 2 


55 

2.2. Some of thefe queftions mentioned that the Lord allows to afk 
© concerning his fons, and the works of his hands. 256 
3- How, and wherein, he allows us to prefs him with our com- 

mands, enquired into. 259 

‘4. The reafons of the dottrine affigned. 261 


*§+). The application ‘of the whole fubject, in feveral ufes. 262 
. 9.2K Mey Sap Vl. 
‘Clean Water; or, the Pure and Precious Blood 
’ of Chrift, for the cleanfing of polluted Sin- 
pap D eT: cata | 269 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25. Then will I fprinkle clean water 


* pla ed thet. proper fenfe afcertained, and fummed:np in a 


sie doétrinal obfervation, the followihg inquiries are made; viz. 
“x: How the blood of Chrift is: compared to’ water. 270 


%0 28 
"3. What sway itis applied or fprinkled upon the unclean, for clean- 


-, the clean water, isn 32 274 
5. Deduce inferences for the application. b gears 


- 2, What is that evidence and witne 


The connexion of the words being. viewed as they ly in- the con- 
text, their {cope and defign confidered, their analization effayed, 

and a doétrinal propofition: raifed, «the following general heads 
of difcourfe are raifed, wiz. 

1, Chrift’s right and title to all things that the Father hath, 


enquired into, © 985 
2. Some of thefe all things which the Father hath, which are his, 

pointed out... 286 
3. How, and in what fenfe, they are his, confidered. — 287 
4. The reafon why this is fo ordered; or, the beauty of this dif- 
_., Penfation, pointed out. —_ 288 
5. The fubject applied in feveral inferences. . 289 


“S°E R°M ON Grx 
True Lovers of God highly privileged; or, the 
Comfort of Believers in the Co-operation of 
all things for their Good. 299 


Rom. viii. 28. We know, that all things work to- 
~ gether for good to them that love God, and aré the 
‘called according to his purpofe. 


The chapter being analized, the text divided and explained, and a 
doctrinal obfervation laid down, the following topics of difcourfe 
are propoled, viz. 

1, To enquire what is to be underftood by this note of univerfali- 
ty, all things. gery "tt 200 

2. To fhew what this good is that all things fhall work. ~ 393 

3. To point out whatis the meaning of their working, and work- 
ing together for. good. 305 

4. To enquire into the chara€ter of thefe who are thus privileged, 
as they are lovers of God. ibid, 

5. To thew whence it is, that all things thall thus work together 
for good to them, 307 

6. To deduce inferences for the application. | 310 


pte RL. O Ngee 


Temple Defolation making. Way for Temple 
Rettoration. 317 


JOHN il. 19. Fefus anfiwered and faid unto them, 
Deftroy this temple, and in three days I wilfraife 
it up. tay 

The Author having taken a view of the defign of the words, and 
confidered them both in themfelves and: fcope,: and: deduced a 
doétrinal obfervation from them, the following heads of method 
are difcourfed, ‘viz, f 

I. Some remarks offered for the explication of the text and doc- 
trine. 318 

2, Some reafons affigned for the confirmation: thereof. 320 

3- Some inferences deduced for the application of the whole,: 321 


S ER MON ‘6xE 
The Beft Company in the moft lonely Cafe. 329 


JOHN xvi..32. — dnd yet Iam not alone, becaufe 
the. Father 1s with me, 


The words having been viewed in their {cope and connexion, con- 
fidered both in their negative and pofitive fenfe, and a doétrine 
raifed from them, the following topics are handled, viz.” 

1. To {peak of God the Father’s prefence with Chrift, 330 

2. —— of God’s prefence with his people, as it redounds from 
Chrift the head, to them as the members. Gee ae ae 

3- To point out the fpecial comfort: included in the préfence of 
God with Chriftin his fufferings, and how it makes for ours. 334 

4. To offer fome grounds and reafons of the doétrine. 336 

5. To deduce fome inferences for the application. _ 339 

y ain B RMON” Gai GkHl: 

‘The Believer’s Internal Witnefs' or; the cer- 
tain. Evidence of true Faith... 343 

LJOHN v.10, He that believeth on the Son of God, 
| hath the witne/s in bimfelf eis. 

After a copious introduétion, in ‘which’ the Connexion is traced, 
thé words analized' ‘and explained, ‘and.a doctrinal. propofition 
laid down, the following general heads of method are. profecut- 

~ ed. Diep ic) vate aed ke ; 

“r. What this faith.is, enquired into,” 7” 


& ty 


penede 9, .. co 346 
Beats 


; 48 
.5-. The reafons why true faith hath this witnefs along with it, ibid, 


fs it carries along with it, o- 


hry ae we ee 
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vill a eS Cc O. 
SoNnG ik. 3. —Lfat down under his /badow with 
great delight; and his fruit was /weet to my tafte. 


The words being viewed in their connexion and fcope, and a doc- ” 


. Grine raifed from. them, the following heads of method are” 
propofed, viz. : 


1. To confider the cafe of the believer here fuppofed. 360 


aT; 2. To fpeak of the object of faith, viz.-Chrift as a fhadow, and 
“yy -— fhelter for him. , 361 
3. °To fpeak of the act of faith, as it is a fitting down under this 
fhadow. ySty 363 
4. To view the manner of faith’s acting, fitting down with great _ 
delight. : is 364 
5. To {peak of the feaft of faith that follows hereupon. 365 
. 6. Toapply the fubject in feveral inferences. A 367 


7 Sesdery Re Me On oN nid K Vet 
The Happy Victor; or, Saints more than 
Conquerors. se Ute? oie 
Rom. viii. 37. Nay, m all thefe things we are 
more than conquerors, through bim that loved us. 


The {cope of the apoftle, and connexion of the words being con- 
fidered, the divifion and explication eflayed, and a doétrinal 
propofition expreffed, the following topics are handled, viz. 

1. Speak a little concerning the Chriftian conqueror in general. 274 


2. Shew in what refpeéts he is more than a conqueror, 376 
3. Enquire into the grounds of the conquelt. 378 
4. Deduce inferences for the application. 379 


SERMON. CXVI, CXVIL 


The Day of Effectual Calling, a Levelling Day ; 
* or, the Heights from which Sinners come 
‘down, in the Day of effectual Vocation. 382 


LUKE xix. 5. — Zaccheus, make hafte, and come down. 


After a copious introduction, containing a large account of Zacche- 
us, with adivifion, and ample explication of the words, and a 
_doétrinal propofition raifed, the following general heads are dif- 
courfed, viz. 
1. To {peak of fome of thefe heights from which people muft come 


down, that would anfwer the gofpel-call. 385 
2. To fhew in what refpects they come down. 387 
3. To offer fome remarks on the day of effectual calling. 388 


‘4. To nee, the reafons why the Lord calls them to come down. 390 
5+ To deduce fome inferences for the application. 391 


SER M O.N. CXVII: 
‘Mountains Over-leaped; or, Chrift’s coming 
-«,to his People, leaping and {kipping on the 
‘*.Mountains and Hills in his Way. 396 
SoNnG il. 8; The voice: of my Beloved! behold, he 

cometh! leaping upon the mountains, and fkipping 

‘upon the bills! 
“Lhe words being viewed in their connexion, and both a more ge- 
neral divifion, and particular analization and explication eflayed, 
__,and a propofition exprefled, the following topics of difcourfe are 
Pa ae oe a 7 Se ae 
i. some remarks offcred concerning Chrift’s coming to his peo- 
- Pe. Beith ie Co SPeia ae tate h- Gerd hy Gi397 
_2, Thefe mountains and hills over which he comes, fpoken of. 399 
3. The manner of his.coming, opened up. 


= 3 sb FASe 

a. -4. The ftrangenefs, and yet the certainty of his coming, confidered ; 

oe _- With the reafons why nothing thall impedeit. - 403 

46 ae _) The application of the whole fubject, 405 

< . . REE SACS GGE Shs Gh seas sinoL OIA bah a 

Fees. SERMON CXIx, 

rg 8 ‘ A) Ty ELAPEY 8 1G 4 ee Ba I : 

aes — Chrift’s Love-fuit reinforced and repeated; or, 
.. 4 : j 


oF: AEACE iD Yo foold olf woth LF 
ey ~e e * oe up . aia} i, Ore 
PRov. ill. 17. Wifdom’ afant 


Ps 


NH Hh EW of S. " 
 Yracl ; from the Lord of hofts, which dwelleth in 


~ mount Zion. . 
After a copious introduction, in which the fcope of the prophet, 
both in the preceding and fubfequent context, is taken notice 

_— of, the proper fenfe of the words afcertained, an analization and- 
_. explication effayed, and a doétrinal propofition laid down, the 
_. following general topics are handled, viz. oe? 
1, Some remarks offered for the explication of the text. — 429 
2. Some fcripture paflages adduced for the confirmation of the doc- 
trine. ee es é ; 430 

3. Some marks of reproach enquired into, that ufed to be caft up- 
on Chrift and. his followers, ae 432 

4. The reafons affigned, why Chrift and his followers are held for 
figns and for wonders in Ifrael, ) 3 5 ; 


Aas vqaarl 39434 
s. Inferences deduced for the application. of the fubjeét. 436 
5 y ah 4 


- °° SE R°M°O N:-CXXT, CXXII. 
Carnal Confultation unfolded; or, the great 
- Evil of being atuated, ‘by Carnal Princi- 
ples, in the Matters of God, evinced. 441 
GAL. i, 16, — Immediately I conferred not with 
. vw iflef: and: bloods: bhi neon 


The connexion being traced, the {cope, of the apoftle confulted, his 

_ principal intention viewed, the words themfelves confidered, fe- 
veral propofitions natively deduced from them, a comprehenfive 
one laid down for profecution, the following general heads are 
illuftrated, viz. ae 0 PR se ete oe” : 

1. What is to be underftood by fleth and blood, and conferting 
therewith, me si vies eg oe 442 

- The truth of the doétrine confirmed by fcriptural examples. 443 

3. The reafons affigned why we ought not to confult with flefh 
and blood. sgh al ‘tea : ? ibid. 

4. The application of the fubjeét. re a 


‘SERMON CXXII,—CXxXxL ~ 
Self-Conceit incident to 4 Multitude of Profef- 
fors; or,.the Imaginary pure Generation . 


found not wafhed from their pollution. 461 Hes . 


nN 


# 


PRov. xxx. 12. There is a generation that are pure 
wn their own eyes, and yet is not wafhed from 
their filthine/s. ite: We pe 

‘The words being briefly explained, produce | three doétrinal pro- 

pofitions. The First is, That fin is a pollution and defilement. 
From’ this obfervation, the following heads of method are pro- 
pofed, viz. - DAIS sth 
1. Toconfider what the {cripture faith about the pollution of fin. 462 
2. ‘Tocompare the pollution and guilt of fin together for clearing the 
difference, and evidencing the greatnefs of the defilement, ibid. 
-3- To point out the:nature and qualities of this pollution. ibid, 
4. To thew whence this pollution comes, and howitis derived., 463 
5. To make application of the fubject,.. Pera SO ee A 


The Stconp doétrine is, That purity is an excellent thing, and of 
abfolute neceffity to denominate a true faint, a true Chriftian. And 
from this propofition the following general heads:of method are 

~, profecuted, viz. | oieom-2goifisup gisds to ac 

1. The nature of this purity, opened'up, . ~ 

2. Some of the qualities of it, mentioned., - > - ibid. 

.3- The neceflity thereof, enquired into.s) ( . 468 

4. The excellency of this purity,: pointed’ out. olor 28 gig 

.5..The application of the whole fubject effayed. '» lignes sev 47t 


The Tuirp doétrine is, That /elf-conceit is incident to a multitude 
of profeffors. In the illuftration of which propofition, the follow- 
"ing: general heads of method arehandled, vizs 5°) ps 
1. ‘The truth of the doftrine c ee ron fcriptareand example., 499 
2. The nature of felf-conceit, alittle opened. © == go 
‘3. The grounds, caufes, and fprings of it, enquired into.“ ' ¢02 
Ay ae evil of it pointed out, both in refpett of the finfulnefsand 
rua sasan Vin enti « pect ee oe San: hile conn S08 
“5: Inferences dediced for the application of the whola.. 8° "S93 3 
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TH E XCTOMNOPE NT 5. 


20S EOE RM OON CKEXVIE. 


Non-conformity to the World injoined; or, the 
~> Evil and) Danger of Symbolizing with the § 
dey Witeleed, opened an... asus cons ale 


big PSE" 


J LG? SI AO y eairy es WEE: ; 
 ~RoM. xii. 2. Be not conformed to this world. we 
Wy SEI oi? de dey 


- Sa Aok Mae nit My HPS thing 
‘The connexion, {cope, and explication of the words being difcuffed, 
~ | and a doétrinal obfervation laid down, the following heads of 
, method are propofed. bir sabyo TotW BHA 
‘I. To prove and clear the truth of therdottrines 1:44. 4% 539 
“2. Toenquirewhatit is in the world weare not to beconformedto. 7, 
3. To point out what this difconformity to the world imports. 540 
4. To affign the reafons why. we are not to be conformed to the 
“ world.» ~ © Ae gk ve it . | at SAR 41 
%54»To make application of the fabjedts*! tet cogs sivitgricgay 


ie <a) 5 
Mog So) 3 


eno seuibok eit ai psy d ie 2 Nagy 
A a oe soon seneh re ha Nie ata. VI Bh sl Di) 
take i. $ E R _M O Py Pat GXX& i i sit © 


he Vanity of Rarthly Things, and ‘Worldly 
Te peri: a, Pacytitetn wa 2 550 
Eccu. i. 2. Vanity of vanities, faith the Preacher ; 


yi ly vanity of vanities, -all'is vanity., ~ 6° 


After the Author had pointed outhe.fum.of the difcourley’ giv- 
_ef an account of thé penman, an analytical explication of the 
® ‘words, and had obferved a do€trinal ‘propofition fiom’ them, 
"the following ‘topics ‘of difcourfe are undertaken. |) 
‘'t. Toconfider whatit is in the world thatis fo vain and empty. «52 
“2 Enquire what is imported in itsbeing vain, and vanity itlelf, 554 
°3. Some arguments to prove that all is vain and empty. © ss 
Sh sseaneresne tony ie to!” ee ae a Sat) ge 
“5.. The ‘application of thé fubje& in fevelal we 


Meréy, a feafonable Duty in Times 
/ of Sin and Wrath .: sat 599 
Has. iii. 2. O Lord, in wrath remember mercy. 


, ® 
Het tm Gas 


Seeks bois 5 » alenoT IG SIGh ii bo SRMIRSISIO | | vo aliens x t agud u 
The, CON TEN TS of the Porrre 
TABLE ‘Of the GOSPEL $ ONNETS. — 


A Defence of rhyme and mufical metres! (00) (oH) Pp. BES 
A general Preface, thewing the Author’s inténtion.of writing the 
» Sonnets, viz. to open up fome of the great myfteries of the gof- 
~ pel, and commend Chrift to the foul; to point out fome of the 
~ fpecial do€trines he intends to elucidate; to affign rules to be 


_» )Obferved for reading them with profitand advantage: 578,— 58 2. 


A Recommendatory Poem on reading them, wrote by a Lady. 582 


difplaying the myfterious nature of, the fpisitoal 


Pe. See 2ee8 ‘ a 
WOH Of ISON Sr of ew sk 
‘ Seat a } 


A general account of ma: -in: Adam, and 


the remedy provided in Chrift; and a parti- 

lar acco f man’s being naturally wed- 

$a. covenant of works. ibid. 
sess PITS RO DD “idiil 


Xi 


“The words being explained, two doérinal propofitions are ob. 
Aerved; The First is, That in wrathful times, “wherein God's 
‘church and people are under many tokens ‘of “his ‘anger-and dif: 
pleafure, it is mop feafinable for'them ts plead with him, that 
be would remember mercy. From this propofition, the follow- 
» Ing general heads of methodvareilluftrated.’ - a 
‘teWhen may a time be faid to be wrathful $60 
°2, What: are the inftances of mercy we need to feek atfuch a 
ogitimetyy 595 Ho Evers wt b6y 
3 The import of the Lord’s remembering mercy, and our praying: 
«that he would-do for” ais. 28 COMET GT 
4. Thatit is both feafonable and reafonable to plead that he would 
remember mercy'in wrathful times. / 3 565 
5. The application of the fubject. ibid, 
The SEconp propofition is, That God has terrible and wrathful 
ways of faving his people, while in wrath he remembers mercy, and 
plows, them to plead mercy inthe riidjt-of- wrath. Tn opening up 
__ this propofition, the following things.are eflayed, 
1. The propofition cleared and confirnied from fcripture. ~ 568 
2. Some terrible and wrathfal ways wherein he faves’ his ‘pedple, 
céndefcended upon. — on 3 ft .2°30%s iT. bid, 
3+ In ‘what cafes and feafons he brings them under thefé tokens of 
J Awrath. 4 ey Ait tat) 569 
4: \The reafons why he thews mercyinwrathfal ways. | 570 
he ecarybid, 


5- Inferences deduced. for the application. ' > 
vitinawy fre ; ray SE 
iS Peete ste NT Cee a 
Some Signs of an Evening Time with the 
at: »oGhurch of God. 571 
ZF 6H. xiv. 7, — But it fhall come to pafi, that 
! at evening time ut fhall be light. 
After mentioning’ the divifion ‘of the ‘text, ‘the défign: of the 
-. difcoarfeis to evinée, that the prefent time we live in is an even- 
ing time with the church of Ged : this is done by confidering the 
Signs of the times: which are effayed under two heads wiz. 
t.‘Somie prognofticating fighs, that not only’ Mew forth mich: pre- 
fent darknefs, but that a darker evening time is haflening On. 574 
2s Some promulgating’ figns; fhewing that the prefent time is an 
 Evenins time) 573 
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prseatsele iy) Qa $a Sie NS eee man ing 
The fruits of the believer’s marriage with 
~~Chrift, particularly’ gofpel-holinefs, and o- 
bedience to the'law as a rule. tbid.. 
Seg, 1. The fweet folemnity. of the: marriage now over, .andi, the 
_ fad effects of the remains of. legal -{pirit.... >) ibid, 
Secl., 2... Faith’s victories over.fin and Satan, ‘through new and fur- 
ther difcoveries of Chrift, making belicvers.more fruitful in ho-- 
_ inefs than all other. pretenders to works, - — ee - 580. 
Seét.. 3.."True faving faith magaifying the law, both as a covenant 
~andarule. Falfe faith untrvitfal and ruining, gig s8 Feel, 
Seé...4. ‘The believer only, being married.to Chrift; is juftified and 
\ fanctified; and the more gofpel-freedom from the law as a cove- 
“nant, the more holy conformity toitasarule,. son. 
Sect. 5. Gofpel-grace giving no liberty to fin, but to holy fervice 
, and pure obedignce,, ¢ 


Gini iN Te Fe br 
A cauti ainft a lega 


on to.a ‘ag ‘ I {p rit, efpecial- 
ly to thofe that have.a profeffion without 


F: > iB A* : a Fe x in RE 7 
Power, and learning without grace. 592. 
e Vt sae is x Pe we REE RASS A 4 
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Sef. 2. Direétion given with reference to the right ufe of the 
means, that we re(t not on thefe inftead of Chrift the glorious 
Hufband, in whom alone our help lies. ; 597 

Se&, 3. A call to believe in Jefus, with fome hint at the act and ob- 
jet of faith. tk : 598 

Seét. 4. An advice to finners to apply to the fovereign mercy of 
God, as it it difcovered through Chrift, to the higheft honour 
of juftice, and other divine attributes, in order to further’ their 


faith in him unto falvation. Pisgo 
Seét. 5. The terrible doom of unbelievers that reje@ the gofpel- 
match, the offered Saviour and falvation. 600 


PA sdRy./Dhsoall, 
The BELIEVER’S JOINTURE. 
CH. Asp. iL 


Containing the privileges of the believer that 
is efpoufed to Chrift by faith of divine ope- 


ration. PoaoOOT 


Set. 1. The believer’s perfect beauty, free acceptance, and full 
fecurity, through the imputation of Chrift’s perfect righteouf- 


nefs, though imparted grace be imperfect. ibid. 
Se&. 2. Chrift the believer’s Friend, Prophet, Prieft, King, De- 
fence, Guide, Guard, Help, and Healer. 602 
Se&. 3. Chrift the believer’s wonderful Phyfician, and wealthy 
Friend. : ibid. 
Se&. 4. The believer’s Safety under the covert of Chrift’s atoning 
blood and powerful interceffion. : 603 
Seét. 5. The believer’s faith and hope encouraged even in the 
darkeft nights of defertion and diftrefs, aoe: 5 
Ses. 6. Benefits accruing to believers from the offices, names, na- 
tures, and fufferings of Chrift. 604 


Seé. 7. Chrift’s fufferings further improved, and believers called to 
live by faith, both when they have and want fenfible influences. 7d. 


Seé&. 8. Chrift the believer’s enriching treafure, 605 

Seé?. 9. Chrift the believer’s adorning garment. ibid, 

Se. 10.’ Chrift the believer’s {weet nourifhment, 606 
: CHAP. I. 


Containing marks and characters of believers 
in Chrift; together with fome farther privi- 
leges and grounds of comfort to the faints. 2b. 


Seé?. 1. Doubting believers called to examine themfelves by marks 
drawn from their love to him and his prefence,. their view of his 
glory, and their being emptied of felt-righteoufnefs, dc. ibid. 

Seét. 2. Believers defcribed from their faith acting by divine aid, 

_and flying quite out of themfelves to Jefus Chrift. 607 
Seé?. 3. Believers characterized by the objeéts and purity of their 
defire, delight, joy, hatred, and love, difcovering they have the 
Spirit of Chift. ae ibid. 

Seét. 4. Believers in Chrift affect his counfel, word, ordinances, 
appearance, full enjoyment in heaven, and {weet prefence here. 608 

Seé?. 5. The true believer’s: humility, dependence, zeal, growth, ad- 
miration of free grace, and knowledge of Chrift’s voice. — ibid, 

Seé. 6. True believers are willing to be tried and examined. Alfo 

~ comforts arifing to them from Chrift’s ready fupply, real fum- 

pathy, and relieving names f{uiting their needs. “609 

Séét. 7. The believer’s experience of Chrift’s comfortable prefence, 

or of former comforts, to be improved for his encouragement 


and fupport under darknefs and hidings. Pa EET gy 
Seé?. 8. Comfort to believers from the ftability of the promife, 
notwithftanding heavy chaftifements for fin. ibid. 


Sec. 9. Comfort to believers from Chrift’s relations, his dying love, 
~~ his glory in heaven, to which he will lead them through death,’ 
and fupply them with all neceflaries by the way. Pn eGTT 


_ _Seé?. 10. Comfort to believers from the text, Thy Maker is thy 


* Hufeand, inverted thus, Thy Hufland is thy Maker; and the 
Bes ibid. 
RAR ay TI, ; 


» and efpecially of their 


613 
u 615 
fins, forrows, 
see GAP 
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Sed. 10, ‘The myftery of the faints-old and new man further de- 

{cribed, and the means of their fpiritual life 628 
See, 11, Themyftery of Chritt, his names, natures, and offices. 629 
Se&. 12. The myftery of the believer’s mixed ftate further enlarg- 

ed, and his getting out of evil. — ete Au 621 
Seé. 13. The myftery of the faint’s adverfaries and adverfities. 632 
Se. 14. The myftery of the believer’s pardon and fecurity from 


revenging wrath, notwithftanding his fin’s defert. 633 
Se&?. 15. The myftery of faith and fight. = 635 
Seé. 16. The myftery of faith and works, 636 

And of rewards of grace and debt. 637 

The conclufion. wks 4 _ ibid, 

Pio! oTretlWige 

The BELIEVER’s LopGING, 
A paraphrafe upon Pfal. lxxxiv. - 638 
A fourfold exercife for the believers in his lodging 640 
1, The holy law; or, the ten commandments. ibid. 
2. The unholy heart, the reverfe of God’s law. ~ ibid. 
3. The glorious gofpel of Chrift, the remedy, — bid. 
4. The prayer of faith exemplified,’ ; ibid, 


ib APS AAR By GWE EGE 9.5 

The BELIEVER’S SOLILOQUY; éfpecially in 
Times of Defertion, Temptation, Aflition, &c. 

Seét.t. The deferted believer longing for perfect freedom from fin. 640 

Seé. 2. The deferted believer’s prayer under complaints of unbe- 


lief, dardnefs, deadnefs, and hardnefs. (iis HE 
Sef?. 3. The believer wading through depths of defertion and cor- 
ruption, ines eiideemeeacad OR 


Seé?. 4. The believer’s complaint of fin, forrow, and want of love. 7b. 
Seét. 5. ‘The deferted foul’s prayer for the Lord’s gracious and fin- 

fubduing prefence. 643 
Seét. 6. The fong of heaven, defired by faints on earth. ibid. 


Pathe Rec Ty WV .4', 
The BELIEVER’S PRINCIPLES. 
GH, A Pick O.2dd ae 
Containing creation and redemption ; or, fome 
of the firft principles of the oraclesof God. 644 
Seé?. 1. Of creation. The firlt chapter of Genefis compendifed. ibid. 
The fum of creation. Sd SO ibide 
Seéi. 2. Of redemption. The myftery of the Redeemer’s incarna- 
tion; or, God manifefted in the flefh. 645 
The fum of redemption. ibid, 
Seé. 3. The Redeemer’s. work; or, Chrift-allin all, and- our com- 
plete redemption. A gofpel cathecifm for young Chriftians. ibid. 
Seé. 4, Faith and works both excluded from the matter of juftifi- 
cation before God, that redemption may appear to be only in 
Chrift. pA pag 
CHAP. IL 


‘Concerning the law and the gofpel. : biy 


Sec. 1. The myftery of law and gofpel. Ne -_tbid, 
Seét. 2. The difference between the lawandthe gofpel. 650 
Seé. 3. The harmony between the law and the gofpel. 655 


Seét. 4. The proper place and ftation of the law and gofpel, in 
four paragraphs, 652 


righteoufnefs imputed,and grace imparted, in upwards of aisd : 
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- ‘TABLE of the SONG of SOLOMON. 

A Paraphrafe,; ‘or large Explicatory Poem on 
Meas nth Sens Of solomon. 7, ' "663 
Preface to the curious reader, ‘containing the Author’s apology for 


the undertaking ; fhewing his defign in writing the poem, his .. 


manner of dojng it; with what is to be-his proper theme... 694 
Preface to the ferious reader; pointing’out the divine warrant for 
_. fuch produétions, affertaining the proper fenfe of the Song, of- 

-  feringa fuitable key for underftanding it, guarding it againft the 
_Gavils of profane wits, affirming its authenticity, and-pleading 
for favourable allowances for want of a proper degree of fpiritu- 

~~ ality in treating it. fe : 


seyiic heh wate 


. “The church’s love unto Chrift.—She confeffeth 


'» her deformity, and prayeth to be directed to 
_ his flock.—Chrift direéteth her to the thep- 
‘ herds tents; and fheweth his. love to her, 
» giving her gracious promifes.—The church 


665 


Pcl 0 Mec <5. so a 
_ Chrift awaketh the church with his calling.— 
~ The church, ‘having a tafle of Chrift’s love, 
is fick of love. —A‘defcription of Chrift by 
is graces. cy Tevch 685 ’ 
Chrift gracioufly accepts the church’s invitation, and makes a kind . 
vifit to her, ver, 1. a thid. 
The fpoufe’s account of her folly in putting a flight upon: her Be- 
loved, and the diftrefs fhe was in'by reafon of his withdraw- 
ing, ver..2,—8. 685, 686 
Mentions her indifpofition, and repeats her Beloved’s kindly ad- 
drefs to her, ver. 2. : 685 
Condefcends on the excufe fhe made to put off her compliance, 
ver. 3. : 5 Lg Ae ibid. 
Narrates the.means ufed that gained her compliance, v, 4, §. 686 
Her fad difappointment when fhe opened to her Beloved, and 
_. the courfé fhe takes on that melancholy event, ver.6,7.. ibid, 
___Givesachargeto the daughters of Jerufalem toaffifther, v.8. ibid. 
_ The daughters of Jerufalem’s queftion to the {poufe, in confequence 
».», Of the charge fhe had given them, ver. 9. _» ibid. 
“The fpoufe’s "particular reply to the enquiry of the daughters of 


» 


, ee and Chrift congratulate ‘one another. ~ 667 .  Jerufalem, concerning the amiable petfections of her. Beloy- 
“The title of the Song. AP Soc tel VR <p ay Se Be LO TG, ig gb adeg cine) DauaeT Oo® 
“The church’s love unto Chrift, ver. 5,-4.0 >. ibid, . She affures them in general, that he ig one of incomparable per- 
_ She confeffeth her deformity, ver. 5,6. 668 fections and uaparallelled excellencies, ver. 10. ~ 686 
_ She prayeth to be direéted to Chrift’s flock, ver. 7. ibid, _ She then gives a particular detail of his fingular accomplith- 
_ ‘Chrift dire&teth the fponfe to the fhepherds tents, ver. 8. ibid. ments, ver. 11,—16, xe boot? 087 
. Sheweth his loye to her by commendations, ver.9, 10. 669 ., 4S in_particulars fhe falls fhort, fo fhe concludes with a general 
\Giveth her gracious promifes, ver. 11. ibid, encomium concerning his excellency, and her own intereft in 


“The church and Chrift’s congratulations, v.12,—17. 669,—671. 
\ The church’s commendation of Chrift, ver. 13, 14. 670 
 Chrift commendeth the fpoufe’s beauty, ver. LS. ibid. 
. Thechurch returns the commendation, and extolleth her Beloy- 
_- ed’s beauty,, ver. 16,:17, — aor” ibid. 


babe ahi et AP. 


~ 


ra I. 
_ The mutual love of Chrift and his church. 


The hope and calling of the church.—Chrift’s 
»»care-of the church. — The profeffion of the 
__ church, her faith and hope. 671 
Chrift’s {peech concerning himfelfand the church, ver. 1, 2. 671 
‘The {poufe commends her Beloved, and prefers him above all o- 
6 
Bick 


673 
ibid. 
674 
3 In = 


ibid. 
ibid. 
677 


a ibid. 
ri, 

= on her Beloved’s being withdrawn from her, 
a over. 1. SP age jeg ions. ‘capes Mid, 
ri, “The pains fhe was at, and the means fhe ufed to-find him, ver. 
Pee a 678 
ae: ibid. 
4 Aes 
-f m ac v. 6, ib. 
7 * thurch’s admiration of Chrift under the perfon of Solomon, 


ibid, 


aesph tks: can tat FHM IER Bon, 4, 
randeur and ftatelinefs of his bed, ver. 7 


him, ver. 16. 687, 688 


en lealewprastes Saks Risblcidihad eoW ls 

The church profeffeth her faith in Chrift. — 
Chritt fheweth the graces of the church, and 
his love towards. her. Ridd.02 , 088 

The daughters of Jerufalem’s enquiry at the fpoufe concerning the 


departure:of her Beloved, ver. 1. ibid. 
‘The fponfe’s reply to the enquiry, ver. 2. ibid. 
» She aflerts ber intereftin.him, ver. 3. ibid, 
Chrift pronounceth the fpoufe to be truly amiable; ver. 4. ibid.” 


Acknowleges himfelf in love with her, ver. 5. 89 
Gives a minute defcription of her beauty; and prefers her before 
all competitors, ‘ver. '5;9. js abid. 
Manifefts his love towards :her, and his regatd for her, ver, 
10, Il, 12. : 689, 690 
‘Hekindly invites,and mof eftneftly prefles her to return; w.1 3.690 


CHAP. VIL 
A farther. defcription of the church’s graces. 
The church profefleth ‘her faith and. de- 
AR oF ovis se ies MRR SHON atin As WEAR 


Chrift gives a very large and amp 
~ ty and excellency, ver. 1,—5. 
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The love of the church to Chrift.—The velie- ee Sere. 
mency of love.—The calling of the Gentiles. - “ 
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A TABLE of the SCRIPTURE SONGS, 


According to the Order of the Booxs, Cuaprers, and Verses they are taken from. 


BO. .Oaeke vol: 
OLp-TESTAMENT SONGS; OF, Songs upon fe- 
veral felect paflages in the Old Teftament 
The preface, fhewing the occafion and defign . of the following 
poems. 699 

PART IL. 
Sones felected from the Hifforical £ Books. 


An introduction, fhewing that poetical compofitions were very 
antient; and that thefe in the facred writings are truly excellent, 


and quite inimitable. RETR WR 

n 
nee The firft fix days work; or, Genefis chapter firft, 
compendifed. ibid. 
2. Gen. 3. 15.. The firft gofpel sreitate: ibid, 
3. Exod. 7, 8, 9,10, and 12. The ten plagues of Egypt named, 

and juftified, ¥ 702° 

4. 15. 1,—21. The fong of Moles. “Gata a oaeid, 
rs 20. 3,—18, The ten commandments abriged and ver- 
fified. : 703 


6, Gen. 22. 6,—19. Submiffion and deliverance; or, God’s appear- 
ing in extremity, in Abraham offering his fon. ibid. 


“9, ‘Deut. 32. 1,—43. The prophetical fong of Mofes, fetting 


forth God’s mercy. and vengeance. ibid, 
8. 33. 26,—29. Moles’ laft words; or, the ee ai of 
Ifrael. 705 

9. Judges 5. 1,—31. The fong of Deborah and Barak, on Ifrael’s 
fignal victory over king Jabin. . bid. 

10, 1 Sam. 2. 1,—10, Hannah’ s fong of thankfgiving to God for 
his giving her Samuel. 706 
11, 2Sam. 1. 19,—27. David's oh of lamentation over Saul 
and Jonathan. ibid, 

12; 7, 18,—29. David’s prayer and thank{giving, after 


God’s promife to build hima fure:houfe, and to 
blefs him in his feed; epincne at Chrift and his 
kingdom. P2871. 707 


Mie Chron. 29. 10,—19. David’s enkhisrack and prayer, when 


he and the princes ‘offered. willingly for ‘building 


of the temple. ‘ ibid. 
14. 2 Sam. 23. 3;—7.- David’s. laft words, viewed in a twofold 
light. 708 

BPA BOT TL. 


eb j o8’s Hy MNS, 
An introdudtion, containing fome obfervations relative to the pen- 


man, and the manner of his writing. : Bs 729 
‘A poem in commendation of his book, eng tOts 
Son : 1 : “ 
~Sa ae 1. 21. Loffes thankfully received. 7 LO 
aD? 3: 10. Patience in tribulation. rates ibid, 
ye Pare iy,s-epoie inthe Sraver = ane ibid, 
4, 4. 17,—21. Theexcellency of man laid low before God. ib, 
“§s 5. 6, 7. Sin the caufe of trouble.” ibid, 
OF) Lue St A faintest refolution: Rap oe ‘thould bekate when in 
; -afflition.. ibid. 
om, 9,16, God’s great re ite ideott of Chrift. 715 
EB? 17,—27. Affliction born well; ‘ends well. ~~ ibid. 
“9. 6. 2, 3, 4. Terrors of God invading the foul. ibid. 
Bovng 4 i7; ae God’s {tooping tocontend with man admired. 712 
Legern SanbnO,. 7a Good eat Sty and Tete hope given: to the 
Wl Sica aif ; affi@ed, . ‘ibid. 
1Z Time and Like ore i? ibid, 
13>.) U1,—14, The hope of the ante svafithip Bf ibid, 
14. 9. 2, 3,.4-, God juft in judging. ibid. 
ge on gna BF nec ar. The Maheesuteaigr sich a feaiaet tb. 
co he 1, ate sea re l’s co 


it Capea 
11. Doétrine to 


ial 


‘Song . ea is 


32. Job 19. Nati Friends digas to enemies, and brethren 

-to aliens. 716 

33+ >... .25,-~28..The happinefs that awaits the Solty or, 

the bleffed hope of the righteous. ibid. 

34... 28, 29. Rafh judging condemned; or, Job’s warning 

ne to his cenforious friends.. ibid. 

“35. 1) 20» 5;—9,.11,—14. The protsertty GF the wicked fhort, 
and their ruin fure. 717 

36. 21. 7,—15. The wicked hardened in , their impiety by 

633 _ their -profperity. ibid, 
az F 17,—26. God’s ways. of. SG raicsace raat, -men at» 
a ~ tended with great variety. «ibid, 

38... 22. 21,30. The benefit of acquaintance with God. 718 

39. © 230 3, 8,9, 10. God hiding and trying, «1! ibid. 


(hone b ease Ip aah Bg Betest 2 24ae ste “molt owicked | and 


43. 27. 2,—6. ee folemnly maintaining his i integrity yaa 
. the falfe accufation of his friends. . ~~ — 720 
‘Aq. _ 7,—10. The hopelefs {tate of the hypoctite. ~  tbid, 
45. 28. 12,—28. Wifdom’s price great, and its ae a fe 
‘-eret, Geo aid, 
46. 29. 2,5, The heart’s wih of a Sees Ess] a 2 
47. 30. r, 8,—12, 26,—31. Great honour turned to extreme 
: contempt, and profperity to calamity. ~ ibid. 
48. 31. 1,—4, 16,17, 19, 20. Chaftity and charity exempli- 
fied, and whoremongersand adulterers judged. ibid, 

49: 32.:8. The immateriality and immortality of the foul, 722: 
Boyt 7, 8, 9. True wifdom not acquired by old: “ages, nor 
es by learning, but by grace. cia af 
51.' |) 33. 12,18. God infinitely above us, not sbeountible to 
us, yet merciful, both’ in hiding what-he hides, 

and revealing what he reveals, . ibid, 

52. 19,—30. The patient defcribed in extremity, and re- 
“~" "lieved by the great Ranfomer. ~~ 723 

. _ § 1, Sicknefs come to an extremity or, a fick man 
'-" ‘brought’ to the gates of death. pene A 


§ 2. A faithful foul’s phyfician an inftrument of bring- 
~ ing back the fick penitent from the gates of death; 
or, the gofpel remedy fkillfully applied, and Chrift 


the only ranfom. ibid. 

53. . 34. 10,—15. ‘God cannot be charged with injuftice, and 
ie being omnipotent cannot be unjuft. S723 
54. 21, 22. God’s omnifcience, from which no fin can 
be hid. page 3 

55. 29. God’s power irrefiftible. ne ibid, 
56. °° 31, 32. The afflicted perfon humbled. ibid. 
hs 35. 5,—8. God’s: highnefs cannot, Be hurt with mens 
— wickednefs. ibid. 
58. 9,—13. God juftified, thopgh, deaf to the cry of the 
oppreffed. ibid. 


59. 36. 8, 9, 10. God’s gracious. defign in bringing his own 
people under affliction: with light in darknefs ; or, 
God’s favour i in man’s fury, adigreffion, Ge. eae . 


60. 12, 13) 14. The doom of hypocrites, » “that rebel a+ 

io gainft the rod. 8) ibid. 
6%. 15. Scholacrucis, fchola re eee 
62.) 21. Quarrelling with God in affliction, dangerous, ibid, 
ae ee God an abfolute foverciga, incomparable 


xd _ teacher, wnexceptionable ruler. ibid, 
64. 9 © 24,33. God’s ‘works eta al by incomprehen- 
comolet 15° aiiblejgreataelyys 3000 2 sat IES hae 
GRes" 37 1-5. God's s glory moueeee in ae thunder and light- 
Jaks fentngyod 2id 20 Zina itn ; 72 
Go a) Rt 613. God’s ° pape in’ the frot and. faow, rains 
OA as 7 Jetandh wihts;\sa9 deeqienoni one ; ~~ ibid, 
67. oT eit 30 Lie tl leh ignorance of ‘theswolte: of. Nettie, 


1/9 fhews' what incompetent judges they are of the pro- 


ceedings of divine providence. == ———sibidd, 
.. God’s hag oa and 1 j hy require that he . 
r ed, is 
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THEA GCON TE NTS. xili 


Song 
955 Jobe38.'25.Qi00 Conterhing thundér and ligh tetodstlouds 
o8 soiteisns991 and train pibyiwhattecret counfelsthey arédirected, 
ovis ate who{e order ‘emitted ./! Isuil 2 730 
BOX Iq9020q 289) ‘quia np ‘Concerning: the‘dew,-the ice, and nedey 
boxf How qe ni etapish livebodt io :79ym¢ ibid. 
Sir re © 12, Conedhiti the® direGting of thé 
batt VR iolhock plies Sp one iz athe FFt 
aut 2H 8IE FG) eth ge Concerning the farmaion ‘and! rénovati- 
rhefen).sifogs oT 38 ec sor obul sid, 
tT erolisg [Digreffionxcéncerning’ the fouls fpirituality, and its 
BS nature, quite diftinéefrom! the body and its fenfes. 
“A numt yor pro eomgand cop dgmonftrations thereof. ib, 
"Cts". 37. Soot t ftayih bg th e Sie and ftopping 
_ Mosel the fi mot? bsiisisi cox0e8 732 
J sid xorite iO ne prpyifion fo speeueesane sare. 
- 39 i a Conc erning,, ¢ wild goats.and a 

nds. 


$8, Qe 17, 9Concerningithe wild als.) ys ibid, 

sis dma an 1, Qo 18s Concerning’ what-is called the vr 
+ COrDtood belay! ody ty yoinequ ert 

5 oe 83 Gai 48 oRashon | Pongatning the speacock and “the 

id eftricher sdvHie Io suck dT wp ict ibid. 


G28 of i2e TO; 25-Qs 2d) Concerhingthe horfe for the battle,7. 


Wluloaiggad 240, HBO take Concerning. the hawk and the 
habe. cerry, eagle. Ald AM Awidiisd 733 
QBs FOTs Be Goan oS oncerningtcontending, with God ; or, 
ematical ody «a ‘humbling challenge given tofuch as quarrel God’s 
Satie s. . proceed Hgsesh of; boa find lo ibid, 
ged tiysBe 33 45.gu Job's ,homble fubmifGon, the murmuring 
of shiw ssw monthitopped, and upjicomplaints filenced. ib, 
04 6, 7, 8. Q. 23. Moe challenges given to Job for his 
Tos) ens Qo © further! hamiliationnss Eke !vanity of vying with 
dats God for juftice,,.or of charging hin os unr H 
“2H 20 {dina otftels.esioM to cact od’! 34 
Bo. COO —14. Q, 24. The vanity. okerying with God ei 
Mi capilcipawet,eandy majelty, and dominion, over proud and 


70) 2legns bas uwicked ShemMiese aq itn SAT w— oi ibid. 
‘596 15,—24. “An inftance of divine power in behemoth ; 
ee .gadd. tthatiis,;.as fore think, the €lephant. sal. 
a say 1y—-1020F the leviathan» in general; that is, the 
shi 0 whale, orcerocodile; man being pnable to fubdue 
“Mi yaieoos bac: andi tame:him, muft-own'himfélf to becutterly,un- 
-oqe ed) wo :soable todtand before theigneatGod. B35 
a 11,—38. The power of God fet forth in a more par- 

: ticular defcription of the leviathan, ibid. 

992M ea 1,4 Job’sshumble cosifeflion and petitidns, 4! peni- 

_ tential rayer.. . 736 

“ge. teenie? > FOB Seah ‘Humiliation, * Which’ made. lay for 

“eo his“ rentatkab Htation’; ‘Or, the happy iffue of 

285 BON an tified | aft, Gera ‘with divine in- 

ate Wo1 galysi ‘Profion. | ais 3 “ibid. 
oe x R > : 


<9 RR iE a a ea ela sav0oKr 


Sak fi 


SA New VER s?oON Of the Song of Solomon. 


ioe oduétion, pointing out the defig: ign, of thus new potida. 737 
Chap. 1. The church’s, love. unta, Chuift, god shis efteem for, hers 

with their mutual congratulations of each other... .,._,ibid. 
ar 2. The mutual love of Chrift and the church, with her hope 


4 and calling; and Chrift’s care of her, with the profelion of her 


faith and hope. 738 
Chap. 3. The fight and victory of the church in temptation, and 
: riation in Chrift. ibid. 
ane tee. rift fetteth forth the graces of the church, and thewéth 
hie eae stats dhe ch éth to be made fit for his'prefence. 799 
Chap. §:Chrift aw church by his calling, ~She having ‘a 
__ tafte of his love, | 8 Teese <8 A Fg Cees of Chrift by his 
: ae ide ‘abid. 
olf a he church profeffeth fer aith in Chrif = Be met Be 
graces of the church, and his love towards her. 
Chap. 7. Afurther defcription of tbe, ebanabis graces, She Pa 
feth her faith and.defire. 9.) 3) ne" 741 
Chaps8.Ehe church’s love tovChr iy brads ; eficmeacy. thereat 
»«) Sheitercedethfor theGentiles,and prayeth for Chrift ’s comings ib 


ete Sab Si a 4 od H 3° yoo! a1 :0077). 01 vk A 


baal A ~ 


Ses Soar ane SPR Te, MOT 4 <BR ky ORE 


* gact %, : ; Nene egoen the 


| wes feledted from: ophet ha cé, 


a 


ie If.’ 26 1 jar) oA fone inciting joathag we atience,: hope, 
WgAs OS deducts in Rai ewer! way oe 

7" 2 al gine A fig of God's éaesiavel his vineyard, 746 
a6) -f °481°70)~ 201" ‘Phe: ‘fone of "Hezekiah when his life was 
ol ode? ots gfen@theneay aie ameflagd of death. ibid. 
TY. o. 6,7, 8. Fleth fading, the'word ofitheiiLord abiding. ib. 
12) ain img: >big p: 'Whbdli ving, fearstichéckred, and ftrength 
Weer a) of Te heal ‘pratt Giheds: * .pS—-.e1 .¢: ibid, 
1h. 3 Az rks, Chtrift’s’ mediatory fervie-graced) With moels- 
. yatind Hale daereed thaiey Cb weak adel, yey 
8 - 513, Chrift’s couonibon’ pe which he receiv- 
chonsaats ‘ed frowi'the"Fathery: ‘and - fil finging with 

es alas Loqoayhibh' tHe glad) tidings tHeresM Ona beteccived, ab. 
us 43. 1,—5. Chriff Hew iy his: eel his victory over 
his and our ehéthiés} 119 0-1 ibid. 

F ‘isan 4a eae fg Sy we Mate q righeeouruels, saat ftrength ih 
Worlds CHEE Blondie Me oo PTS how bax ibid. 
Ty 53. I1,—12. Unbaitet iinenedy Inaline! benefit and fuc- 
cefs and fi ferings c of the church declared, 748 
18: 54. 1,—17. F : aie ‘Blory, and fafety ie os 


Aya chufe 
ate co ie eA Ri we fond ay! ated: with the p oo 
u ‘oat eoilts igo Hata of TO 4H Soe iner coi uli Gigi aT 


749 
@, 6,—9. Faith es repentance urged:wpon finifers, from 
Laat pmoti nes Try and pin ee or, God’s drawing 
" "ee ot Am. ek ee tan cord bs of love! <2 OF ibid. 
od Ser 8. 48) sain The sie erate fate ‘of is Shera “ib. 


ee ip WR TB 


piv nivi® Jo fit 


_ The einer ENT AT) LO Nsiof, 5 emiabs 


a introduction, containing” fonie reflettions “bh the book, the 
| manner, im which it is wrote;, with the occafioh and ufe of it. 750 
Chet. 1. Jerufalem’s, miferable fate, by reafon of her fin, bitterly 
. bewailed: the ‘complai eth o of her calamities and grief, both to 
God and to. friends ; fo cites OREO and confeffeth God’s 
judgments to be righteous. ibid. 
Ghat 2, Jeremiah lamenteth the mifery of jen Ress taking no- 
{. tice of the anger, of the ‘Lord as the caufe of her ‘calamities, and 
«a the forrow that took place as the effet of thefe. He maketh 
his complaintunto. God, pefprring the matter to his compaffio- 
mate. confideration. |. Pe 
ee 13H The faithful Bewail apa une viewing them as the 
. fruits ‘and effeéts of God’s ifpleafure, ..B: y the mercies of God 
_they,encourage their jhope;, acknowledging his juttice, ae 
«for deliverance, yand. “Yengeante on, their enemies. 
Chap. 4»; Zion bewaileth her, miferable cltate, ‘occafioned, »by ‘ea 
+ direful effects of the famine, the facking, and takiig, of Jeri. 
Jem. .)Sheyconfefleth, ther fins, and acknowwledgeth that the ini- 


-quities of her leaders were the caufe of all thele calamities. ‘LE. 


dom’s deftcuction foretold, and the return of’ Zion’ $.ca ptivity 7 5 
Chap. oe “Zion’s pitiful complaint to Godi ip ‘prayer. In which’ 
~ remonftrates her prefent.calamitous flate, in her captivity, at 
i protefisiher. concern for God’s, fanctuary;, with a humble fuppli- 
cation to, and éxpoftulatigg, with. God for thereturns of mercy. 756 


esS Hol ysiteqsh alos 34 Aaa yO ied af fe ae 
G Oty at 7 10 Roe, ane So 2) a! B ; “s vo - 
Sones felected fron theeMinor Prophet. 


An introduction, containing fome pbiormauars on the minor pro- 
phets, and their writes ty 738 


s 
. . Jonah 2, 1,10. . Jonah’ prayer out of the fith’s belly. ibid. 
2 Hab. 3. 2,—ro) A prayer‘of Habakkuk,. ‘the prophet, upon 
Sigionoth. ibid, 

Zeph. Jedd ae Hes excited to fing prajfes f for their fal- 


s and reftoration. 
4. Zech. 9. es - 2 TRE ‘church. exhorted to fing and réjoice 
for We coming of Chrift and his ota king- 
Set dette aedokgo me Se ibid. 
ch 130 1. The fountain % nic eeatgoeaett ie 760 
6. haa J Chrift’s fufferings and.glory. | Bae ag, anise 
: ‘ SHA BR A aes OE 4 By 


DIUNGes- as et eerkry 


oo. erate 
_ -veral. foes Pa signet. 


“oO asl} oe +e sf 5] 
pats Es ea) 3 fee " T om ih : 


xiv cE 2 OO 


ae Luke 1. 8,—14. Chrift’s nativity celebrated ;. or, the firft 


good news of our’Saviour’s birth, by an angel to . 


the thepherds in Bethlehem ; together. with the fong 
of a numerous company of angels thereupon. 763 
9. 2. 9,--32. The fong of Simeon, having the babe, Je- 


: fus, in bis arms, ~~, ; ibid. 
10. 4. 16,—23. Chrift’s preaching, office, and commiffion. 764 
It. 15. 13,—24. The returning prodigal. ibid, 


22 14, 16,—24 The gofpel-feaft, and the price of it. ibid. 
13. John 1. 1, 3, 14. The deity and humanity of Chrift; or, the 
G ; 


od-man. ‘ ibid, 
14. 3. 16, 17. 18. Believers faved, upbelieversdamned. 765 ©. 
ts. 6. 35. Chrift prefent to faith, upon the gofpel table, and- 
in the facramental fupper., ibid. 
16, 14. 1,—6. Chrift the way. ibid. 
17. Chrift’s miracles, wrought by him, to prove his God- 
head and divine miffion. Recorded by Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John. eee ibid. 


SWE “Dan via | mms: Sea 


Sones felected out of the Apoffolical Epifles. 
The introduétion, pointing out how appofite epiltles are for 


divine hymns. . 767 

Song ray: te r U 
1. Rom. 5. 12, 21. Ruin by fin, relief by Chrift. ibid. 
2. 8. 33,—39- The believer’s fecurity in Chrift; or, the 
grounds of faith’s affurance about the believer’s un- 
changeable happy ftate. _ ibid, 
3. II. 33,—36. The unfearchable depth of divine wif- 
dom and fovereignty, in the rejection of the Jews, 
and calling of the Gentiles. cSt abd, 
4. 16. 25, 26, 27. The apoftle’s doxology for the revela- 
tion of Chrift by the gofpel: or, a fong of praife 
to the power and wifdom of God. 768 
§. 1Cor. 1. 24. The glory of God in Chrift. ibid. 
30. Chrift’s fourfold name, fuited to the finner’s 
need, ees. ibid. 
7. 13. 1,—13. The excellency and preference of love. ibid. 
8. 15..§4,—5§8. The fong of triumph over death and the 


grave. eT OO 
g. Gal. 6. 14. The world crucified by the crofs of Chrift. ibid, 
10, Eph, 1. 3,—-7. A doxology, or fong of praife, for electing, 
regenerating, and redeeming grace, and all {piritu- 


al bleffings in Chrift. ibid, 
If. 3- 19, 20, 21. The apoftles fong, or doxology; or, a 
fong to the Jove and power of God. ibid, 
12. Phil. 2. 5,—11. Chrift’s deep humiliation, and high exalt- 
ation. 770 
13. 3- 7, 8, 9. Juftification by faith alone in Chrift’s righte- 
oufnefs. e ibid. 
14. 1 Tim. 1.15, 16, 17. Paul’s doxology, or thankfgiving for 
faving mercy. deo . 32 “bid, 
15. 3. 16. The great gofpel-myftery. ibid. 
16. 5. 16. A fong of praife to God, as a powerful, immor- 
tal, and invifible Being. ‘ibid. 


17, 2.Tim. 4. 7, 8, 16, 17, 18. Paul’s departing fong, 771 
18. Heb. 6, 17, 18,19, The fteady promife; or, the fure ground 
of the believer’s faith. « - _ > ibid, 


SER RAT A in Vol. I. 


fj bagrktee Jui ; OS ie ea Re . 

96. 2. 23. [From the foot.] for concending, read conde/cending, 
442. I, 36. —-————— f. enlage, r. enlarge. 
450, I. 27, ——-——~— f, trem, r. term, 


499. 2o Te eee Sf, in, Tr, is, 
534. 2. 43. —————  f. oppofion, r. oppofition. 
$52. 2. 26, ——~—-___ ff, povery, ©, poverty. 


566. 1. 5. [From the top.] f. fome, r. fame. 
. 58%. 2, 26, ——~-— 


f, fad, r. faid. 

657. 2. 32. [From the fost.] f, turth, r. truth. 

674. 1.. 7, [Fromthe top.] f. daws, r. draws. 

779+ 26) J Ane the foot.] f. things of, r. things own of. 
769. -—- 3. [Notes,] f, Sabbath-evening, r. Saturday-evening. 


795.1» 26, [From the foot,] f. them a+, r, the ma-. 0) 
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Song ‘ 
19. Heb. 13. 20, 21. A fong to the God of peace and grace, 77% 
20. 1Pet. 1. 3, 4, 5. A fong of praife to God for regeneration to 


a lively hope of eternal life. ibid, 

21. 5. 8,—11+ A doxology, prefaced with a precept and a 

prayer: or, the devil defeated by faith, well fixed 
: ' and furnithed. — 772 
22, 2Pet. 3.18. Growth in grace, with a doxology. ibid. 


23. 2 John 2. 15, 16. The world’s three great temptations. ibid, 
24. Jude ver. 24, 25. The apoftle Jude’s doxology: or, a fong 
sti ba of praife for the ground and hope of perfeverance 


_ and perfection. ibid, 
argh PART Il. 
~ Sones felected from the Revelation. 
"The introduction, thewing what fuitable matter this book 
~ contains for pfalmody. ~ , Se 773 
Song . 
4. Rev, 1. §,—8. A fong to the Redeemer, ~ ibid, 
“2 gy 1,10. The fong of the church to the Lamb, upon — 
SEX the opening of the fealed book. - ibid. 
atl, 11,12, The fong of the angels and church together. id. 
os 13,14. The’fong of all the creatures. ibid. 
5. 7, 10,17. The fong of faints and angels, after the feal- 
° ing of ‘the fervants of God: alfo, the happinefs of 
faithful fufferers for Chrift. ibid. 
6. 11. 15,18. The fong of the faints and angels, after. the 
» - founding of the feventh trumpet: or, the kingdom 
of Chrift, and the day. of judgment. ibid. 


VE 12. 7,—12. The churches fong upon the devil’s being 
; ~ vanquifhed ; or, upon Michael’s war with the 


dragon. ve st yD 778 
8 14.13. A fong concerning the bleffednefs of the dead 
0) that die im the Lord. ibid. 


9. 15. 2, 3, 4. The fong of Mofes and the Lamb; or, Ba- 
bylon falling. ars” Bp ibid. 
10. 18. 20, 21. A fong on Babylon’s being fallen, ibid. 


It, 19. 1,—4. The triumphant fong of faints and angels, for 
oo thefallof Babylon, ibid. 
12, 5,9. The epithalamium; or, marriage fong. 776 
13. 21. 1,9. The new heaven and the newearth.: ibid, 
Seagal. 22,—27. Heaven, a glorious and holy ftate. idid. 
15. 22. 20, The Church’s prayer for Chrift’s fecond coming. ib. 
16, 21. The conclufion; or, ending prayer: or, the apo- 


ftle’s benediétion. ibid. 


TABLE of the MiscELLANEOUs POEMS. 


An clegiac poem to the memory of Mr. James Cuthbert, 779 
_An elegy on the death of Mr. Patrick Plenderlieth, : "782 
A funeral poem to the memory of Mr, Alexander Hamilton. 784 
Scripture authorities for fubjeéting unto, and praying for civil 


magiftrates, 786 
A monumental infcription on Mr. Henry Ertkine, 788 
~~ —— on Mr. Wilfon. ibid. 
————— on Mr. Bofton. yy WE Pabid. 
An epitaph on Mr, John Hunter. _., ibid. 
—— on Mr. Ballantine. notte gir 
An infcription on the grave-ftone of provoft Brown, _—__ bid. 
A facred ode on Margaret Dewar. Seeing: (71° 
P,) CHL. “ a5 if oe : + hea 
223. 1, 26,,[From the top.] f. encouragement, r. ez, agement. — 
3236.2. 22. ——— ~ f, not men, r. ot 70 gute Sa 
325. I. 20, [From the foot.] f. 1749, r. 1649. yah 
338. 1. 28. [Fromthetop.] f. Hence the, r, Hence 
ae; 2. re The foul, ) in a new line 
399. 1. . corruptions, r. corruption. 
409. Te will, r. well, — revs 
454. 2. ernal, r, internal, © 9 9 
‘463. 2. 39. [From the foot.]f. his,.r. God's, 0) is 
512.2. 33. [From the top.] f. afcenfion in, r. afcenfion into. 
Jtbid. 2. 38, —————— f, interceffion into, r. intercefion in. 
$25. 2. 10, [From the toot.] f. if be, r. if ue be. - 
550. 1. 38. [From the top.] f. See, r. feck. 
575. 3. —————  f. fong, r. fongs, 
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612, ef Believer’s Jointure,r. Believer’s Riddle. 
2 Peete tedive, ©. lear, Sie ‘ 


1h 33, ——+——— ff. thy, rm “nbertal 0h 
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eee ROMO ON.  PEXXVI.: 


The Sum of the GospeL; or, Gop in Curist. * 


MartrH. ii. 17. 


“g ‘HIS chapter fhews. us two things prin- 
- cipally, 1. The rifing of the morning- 
far, Fobn the Baptif, to prepare the way 
for Chrift’s appearing 2. The more glorious 
rifing and fhining of the Sua of rig bteou/ne/s him- 
felf, particularly in Chrift’s baptifm, _ Here is 
an objection John makes againft baptizing Jefus, 


when he came to him to be baptized, ver. 13, 


14. But Fohn forbad hum, faying, I have need to be 
baptized of thee, and comeft thou to me? Here is 
Chrift’s. over-ruling the objection, infifting upon 
the being baptized of him, and giving the rea- 
fon of it, ver. 15. And Telus anfwering, faid unto 
hin, Suffer it to be fo now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteoufne/s. We have here the-/olemnity 
of the baptifm; and-here is from heaven a 


ta Sage ope 


And héreupon we.have, 
Af, A meffenger from heaven, and then a voice ; 
He faw the Spirit defcending. hke a ‘dove, ver. 16. 
If there mutt bea bodily appearance, it muft not 
be that of a man; for, the being feen in fa/bion 
as aman, was peculiar to the /econd perfon: none, 
therefore, more fit than the fhape of one of the 
Jowls of heaven, and of all fowls, none fo figni- 
ficant as the dove. Why? The Spirit of Chrift 
is a dove-like Spirit; not a fi/ly dove, without heart ; 
but an znnocent dove, without gall, and harm- 
lefs, inoffenfive.. The dove was.the fowl offer- 
ed in facrifice ; and Chrift, by the eternal Spirit, 
offered himfelf without fpot unto God. “The tidin gs 
of the falling of the flood was brought by the 
dove, with an olive-branch in her mouth: fit- 
ly, therefore, is the glad tidings of peace with 
God brought by the Spirit as a dove, by the 
voice of the turtle beard in our land; by which, the 
Chaldeée Paraphrafe, underftand the voice-of 
the holy Spirit. te 
”.2dly, We have a voice from heaven. As the 
fhly Ghoft manifetts himfelf in the likenefs of 
a dove; fo’ God the Father, by a voice ; and it is 
*a voice that brings the beft news that ever was 
heard, and that ever came from God to earth: 
for it {peaks plainly forth God’s favour to Chrift, 
and then to us in him.. | 7% 
_ 1, Itfpeaks forth God’s favour to Chrift Jefus 
our Lord; This 15 my beloved Son. This expreffeth 
both his relation and affection. — ae 
*“*.(1,) It expreffeth the relation he ftands in to 
him; he‘is my Son. Chrift is his Father’s Son 
-~ by eternal generation: thus, as God, he is co- 
“equal with the Father, begotten of him beforé all 
worlds, Col. i. 15. Who is the image of the invifible 
God, the firft-born of every creature: as man, he is 


—— This is my beloved Son, in whom I am. well-pleafed. 


the Son of God, by fupernatural conception, be- 
ing conceived by the power of the Holy Ghof. Alfo, 
he is:the Son of God, by {pecial defignation to the 
work and office of Redeemer; he is fan¢tified, 
fealed, and fent upon this errand, brought up 
with the Father for it, and appointed to it. 

. (2.) It exprefleth the affection.the Father hath 
for him, This is my beloved Sou; he is his dear 
Son, the Son of his love, Col. i. 13. He had lain 
in his bofom from eternity, John i. 18.; was-al- 
ways his dehght, Prov. viii. 30. But particu- 
larly, as Mediator, and in undertaking . the 
work of man’s redemption, he was his beloved 
Son: His Elect, im whom his foul delighteth, Mia. 
xhii. 1. Therefore doth my Father love me, becaufe I 
lay down my, life, that Imay take it again, John x. 17. 
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 
into his band, John iii. 35. Surely thus we may 
Know and admire how he loved us, and the 
like of us, that he bath not with-beld his Son, his 
only Son, his aac whom he loved, but gave him 
up a facrifice for our fins; and that therefore 
he loved him becanfe he laid down his life for us. 
peNerGEOrE Se eae | 

-2. Obferve God’s. favour to us in him. He 
is my beloved Son, not:only with whom, but 1N 
whom I am. well-pleafed. Not only well-pleafed 
with all that are in him, and unite to him by 
faith; bur, being m him, Lam well-pleafed, and 
declare myfelf well-pleafed, and fatisfied. 

_ The word fignifies, fomewhat elfe than that 
love, affection, and dehg bt in-Chritt, in the former 
claufe.' The word here £0déxnze, though it be 
a Greek word importing approbation and affection ; 
yetithath its fignification, not from the Greek, 
but from the Hebrew; for this verfe is taken 
from Ifa, xlii. 1.. Mine Elect, in whom my foul de- 
hghteth ; which, though it be rendered, as here, 
by the feventy Interpreters, yet properly it fig- 
nifies to be appea/ed, pacified, reconciled: and {o it 
is not only, im whom I delight, and am well-plea/- 


ed for thyfelf; but allo, in whom Lam quieted, and 


Jatisfed with all theje that belong to.thee. This is the 
Sum of thé Gofpel, as it is expreffed, 1 Cor, v. 
19. God was in Chriftsreconciling :the world to. hum- 

Jef. Qut of Chrilt, he is a confuming fire ; but.in. 
Chrift, he is a reconciled God; he ge 
himfelf a facrifice ‘to fatisfy divine juftice, an 
reconcile us unto God. ae | 

From the words we obferved two doctrinal 
propofitions.. The firft. was, That Chrift Fe/us, 
the Son of God, is the beloved of the Father, the object 
of his higheft love; delight, and efeem. » This doc- 
trine being formerly + {poken to, at confider- 
able length, I proceed now to the fecond, wize 


Docr.:That God is in Chrift, and in him alone a | 


~-well-pleafed and pacified God 


bys 


. * This fermon was preached immediately before the celebration of the factament of the Lord's Supper, at Dunfermline, July 10th, 


1737- With fome additional enlargement. It hath undergone three impreflions. is 
this firft doGtrine was handled in feveral fated difcourfes before the facramenits 
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2 THE OF 
For proving and illuftrating of this doctrine, 
fee thefe parallel texts, Ifa. xlii. 1. Behold my Ser- 
vant, whom Luphold; mine Elect, m whom my Soul 
delighteth: compared with Mat. xii. 18. Bebold 
my Servant, whom I have chofen; my Beloved, mm 
whom my foul is well-pleafed. Wa. xlix. 3. Thou art 
my Servant, O Ifrael, in whom I will be glorified. 
John, Xiii. 31. Now is the Son of man glorijied, and 
God is glorifed in him. Mat. xvii. 5. This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well-pleafed; hear ye him. 
1 Cor. v. 19. God was in Chrift, reconciling the world 
to himfelf. rm 
The method we lay down, for the further 
profecuting of this fubjet, through diyine 
affiftance, {hall be as follows. ee 


I. We thall {peak of God’s being in Chri, 
JH. Enquire-how God isin Chrift. o-; > > 
_ IIL. Shew that in. Chrift. he is well-plea/ed. 
“IV. Make application of the whole fubject. 


“1, We are to {peak of God’s being in Chrif. 
For underftanding this, we may confider, 1. 
What God is out of Chrift.. 2. What God is in 
Chrift. igg “ 

“rf, What God is out of Chrift to the finner. 
Why, he is an offended, a threatening, a dif- 
honoured, and a diftant God. 

--r. God out of Chrift is to a finner an angry 
God; Pfal. vit. 11. God judgeth the righteous; God 
zs angry with the wicked every day: or, it may 
be read, God is the RIGHTEOUS JUDGE; God is 
ahgry with the wicked every day: becaufe he is a 
righteous Judge, therefore he cannot but be 
difpleafed, offended, and angry with them: 
and, oh! but the wrath and anger of. God isa 
terrible matter. Who knows the power of his 
wrath? When it begins to burn, it burns to the 
loweft bell. 

~ 2, God out of Chrift is a threatening God; his 
anger manifefts itfelf in threatenings and cur- 
fes; Pfal. vii. 12, 13. Jf he turn not, he will whet 
his fword ; he hath bent his bow, and made it ready. 
He hath aljo prepared for him the inftruments of death ; 
he hath ordained his arrows for takin g vengeance: 
and his threatenings are not bare words; but 
as God, in Chrilt, gives a being to his words 
of grace; fo God, out of Chrift, gives a bein g 
_to his words of wrath, faying, as it is, Deut. 
XXX. 39, 40, 41. See now that I, even Iam he, 
and there 1s no God with me: Tkill, and Imake alive ; 
I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can 
deliver out of my hand. For T lift up my hand to 
heaven, and fay, I live for ever. If I whet my glit- 
tering fword, and mine hand take bold of judgment, I 
will render vengeance to mine enemies, and a reward 
to them that hate me. I will make mine arrows drunk 
with blood, &c. God, out of Chrift, is a God 


SUM 


whofe mouth is full of curfes and threatenin gs, 


and whofe hand is full of terrible vengeance 
for executing the threatening; Curfed is every 
one that continueth not in all things, written in the book 
of .. be DO Ther Grae It TO ee 
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s for rift to tl 
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~ account what God o#t-of Chrift is. 


GOSf ED: Oj Serm. LXXVI. 


in ref{pect of any /ocal diftance ; for God is every 
where; but in point of moral diftance. Weare 
far from the image of God, far from. the fa- 
vour of God, far from the knowledge of God, 
far from the love of God, far from the life of 
God, being alienate therefrom through the ignorance 
that is in us, Eph. iv. 18.; and far from any re-. 
lation to God, except that of a vindictive Judge, 
and an avenger of fin, a confuming fire, ready 
to break out every moment in everlafting 
flames; between which, and the Chriftlefs fin- 
ner, there isnothing but the weak tender thread 
of life, which the leaft {park of that fire of 
God’s wrath can burn and break, and then he 


_ falls down into the depth of endlefs and irre- 


4 


—— Thus you. have a fhort 


o coat 


medilefs torment. 


Clea ia Chrift is a reconciled God, whofe 
anger is appeafed, and quenched by the blood” 
of his eternal Son, ofering up, himfelf a Jfacrifice of 
a fweet /melling favour unto God; wpon which ac-. 
count he proclaims here, This 1s my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well-pleafed. And fends minifters. 
to proclaim the word of “reconciliation, viz. 
That God was in Chrift reconciling the world unto 


adly, We may confider what God is in Chrift: 


4 
pits wie 


bimfelf, and not imputing their trefpaffes unto, them, 


BI 0) ec en alae ER i oat. 
2. As a God out of Chrift is a threatening 
God, fo. a God in Chriftis a promfing God. The 
covenant of promife being fealed and confirm- 
ed by the death and blood of Chrift, which co- 


venant, is therefore called the New-taftament in’ 


bis blood, 1 Cor. xi. 25. And the condition of all 
the. promifes being fo well fulfilled, the price 
of them being fo well paid, they come to us in 
the difpenfation of the gofpel freely and abfo- 


lutely, to be received without money and without ~ 


price, becaufe the money and price is already 
paid down to the full, in the liquid gold of the 
blood of the God-man; that being freely receiv- 
ed, we may wait with affured hope till they be 
fully accomplithed, becaufe all the promifes of 
God are in Chrift Yea, and in him, Amen, to the glory 
iba Clore page il 9) wt bigs | ovaries Piniom svi onetee at og ce fn 
3. A God in Chrift is a glorified God: as God 
out of. Chrift to a finner is a God abufed and 
difhonoured; fo God in Chrift is a God glori- 


fied and honoured; Chrift having fulfilled, yea, 


magnified the law, Ma. xlii. 21.; he hath brought 


pelt 


that honour to God and his perfections, 
fin took away; Then Irefored that which J took 


not away, Pfal. Ixix. 4. And Chrift teftifies this; 


in everlapting rigbteoufne/; made reftinution of all. 
ions, that — 


A 
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SExM. LXXVIO GOD 


_faying, Dwill be THY God, and thow /halt be my 


people; and that upon account of Chrift’s ap- 
proaching to God in our room, as our Surety ; 
Whois this that engaged his heart to approach unto 
me, faith the Lord ¢ 2 Jer. xxx. 21. Hence the near 
relation is promifed; And ye /hall be my people, 
and I will-be your God, ver. 22. And this near ap- 
proach and, relation of God to us in Chritt, is 
an everlafling nearnefs; and hence we have 
him faying, Iwill never leave thee, nor forfake thee, 
Heb xiii. 5.3, and the church, faying, Tis God 
zs our God for ever andever ; and he will be our guide 
even unto death, Pial. xlviii, ei anette much 
of what God is in Chrift. 

PS ae hh) SSeS ne AQ 

-Jl-The Senna hha pe was, To thew 
beat God is in Chrift. For clearing this we 
epee es What it is of God that is in. 
Chrift.. 2. How, and in what manner God was 


and isin Chrift. 3. What of Chrift God-is in, 


_ yf, What it is of God that is inChrift. I fhall 
confine. myfelf to | thefe twor-comprehenfive 
things,. namely, 1. All the perjons of the God- 
head are in Chrift. 2. All the fulne/s of the God-. 
head is. in Chrift.. And, here is a fubject for 
deepmomentuous thoughts and confiderations. 

~{pasAll the perfous of the Godhead are in. 
Chrifts J mean, God the. Father i is in Chritt ; 
God the Son isin: ‘Chrift, God. the Holy Ghoft 
is in Chrifts one God in three Jokes 1g in 
Chrifte: 

Bat God the Father 3 is in 1 Chritt; Believef bios 

not that I amin the Father, and. the Kabhen tay.me 
Tabowie. 1o. And'ver. 11. Belive me, that Lam 
in the Father, and the Father imme... And hence: 
he is called the way to the Father, ver. 6. \ And 
there is, no coming to' the Father but in him, becaufe 
the Father is in him; that is, even the firft per- 
fon of the glorious Trinity:.and, yet not ex. 
chiding his being the way to the other pérlons 
of the glorious Trinity: Therefore, | 

.2..God the Son is in Chrift:. as God the Base 
is Chrift; fo God the Son is in Chrift: that is 
to.fay, God the Son, confidered as the fecond 

erfon of the glorious Trinity, is in Chrift, con- 
Fae red as Mediator between God and man, 
The divine perfon. of the Son‘is-as inacceffible 
fa as the divine perfon of the Father; and 
we need a. Mediator between :him and us as he 
is God, as Ww ell as between the Father and us: 
for, as there is an effential Onenefs between 
him and the Father's J and» my Father are one, 
eee x. 30.: fo there is a perfonal Equality ; 


Being: in | the form of God, he thought it no robbery. to. 


h God,. Phil. ii. 6. Therefore his in- 


Be 


: a ane and juftice muft be fatisfied, as. 
eee a pate by the doing and dying of 


, otherwife we could never 
rd 5 ; Chrift the cies Te Gon. 


Es pee 


hat he might Jees the Son, feeth 
we eens iM) ee and) ee Se 
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we underftand and diftin de between Chrift 
confidered effentially, as to his divine nature, and 
as heis one with the Father; and per/onally, as 
to his divine perfon,.and as he is equal with 
the Father; and economically, as to his divine 
office of, Mediator, and as he is God’s Servant 


-in the work of our redemption ;..Servant to. 


himfelf, as well as to the Father, while he came 
to fulfil his own law, and fatisfy his own ju- 
ftice, being in this fervice confidered as a mid- 
dle perfon between God and. man, and that 
contradiftinct from his being the middle per- 
fon between the Father and the Holy Ghoft: 
Therefore) .- 


3. God the Holy Ghof i is in Chrift.. The third. 
perfon of the glorious Trinity, proceeding from. 


the Father and the Son, he alfo is in Chri recon- 
ciling the world to himfelf, 2 Cor. v. 20.; for he is 
one God with the Father and the Son: There 
are three that bear record in. heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and. the Holy Ghoft; and thefe three are one, 
I John v..7-. When I fay the Aly Ghoft isin 
Chrift; I mean not here the fupereminent unc- 
tion of the Spirit, that is fo much {poken of in 
{cripture, his being anointed with the Spirit a- 
bove meajure, to qualify him for his mediatorial 
office; but I mean, that the Holy Ghoft, who 


is one God with the Father and the Son, is in = 


Ghrift, reconciled in Chrift, fatisfied in Chrift, 
appeafed in Chrift, as ail as the Father and 
the Son; for, God is one: and itis Gop, Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoft, that was offended by fin; 


andit is this Gop, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft,, 


that 1s reconciled, through the mediation and- 


fatisfaction of Chrift: fo that if this reconcilia- 
tion had not been made, we could have ap- 
proached to none of the perfons.of the glorious, 
Trinity with acceptance; but now accefs: is 


made to all. alike, becaufe accefs is made to: 
God, or to the divine nature, which is the fame’ 


in all the three perfons. 
Well, when you. confider what of God isin. 
Chrift, remember that all the perfons of the 
Godhead are in Chrift; and let this rectify their 
mifapprehenfions,, who have dreamed, that 
Chritt. is Mediator between God and us; that. 
is, only between the Father and us: whereas 
Go p;. Father, Sen, and Holy Ghoft, is, that 
onE God between whom and us Chrift i is Me- 
diator. When we addrefs ourfelves to God, 
through Chrift, for example, in prayer, moft 
ufually we do, ‘and fhould pitch upon the Fa- 
ther by name, being the firft perfon in order of 


Fabaiehces but we are to bewate of ier 


sae Sh the Nees Ge 
perfons we have: Scaed. to name; ; abit not 
that he alone, and none other, is prayed unto, 


excluding the reft:. for this would not he a 


be Ors the true God, who is one as to 


effence, and three as to perfons, or perfonal 


- fubfiftences. | We cannot look aright to one 
perfon, without sabia be teeter for, be that 
bile and | 


4 THE SUM! 
us, &c:; as if there were divers objects of wor- 
{hip. We are to beware of worfhipping Chrift, 


and then worfhipping God, as if they were. 


dittinct obje&s of worthip, otherwife we wor- 
{hip not the true~God. “The proper object 1s 
not God and Chrift as two; but God in Chrift, 
and fo the object is one. °- “ike 

©{2.) As all the perfons of the Godhead are in 

Ghritft, f0 all the fulne/s of the Godhead 1s.in him ; 
In bim dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily, 
Gol. ii. 9. I fhall here mention a threefold 
fulnefs, viz. A fulnefs of divinity, a fulnefs of 

iufficiency, a fulnefs of efficiency. ; 
Ee A fale of ae or of the Godhead; 
and ai/ the fulnefs. of the Godhead. God’s gifts 
and graces are found in others; but the God- 

head itfelf is to be found in Chrift: and not a 
partial, but a// the fulnefs of the Godhead, 
and that bodily; that is, really, fubftantially, or 
perfonally. The Son is the fame individual 
nature with the Father: and Arians mutt. an- 
{wer for their blafphemy, who would rob Chrift 
of the honour of his Deity, feeing there is but 
one Deity, one Divinity, one Effence, between 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghott. 

-.2; He hath’a fulnefs of /uficiency, befides his 
natural fulnefs as God. Jt pleafed the Father, that 
in him, as Mediator, all fulne/s /hould dwell, Col. 
i, 19. As Joteph filled the granaries of Egypt 
with corn: why? becaufe not only Egypt, but 
allthe nations round about were to be fupplied 
with corn in time of famine; fo it pleafed'God, 
that in Chri? /hould all fulnefs dwell, that all Jews 
and:Gentiles might come to him for grace: ‘all 
muft- go through the hand of Jofeph to the 
people. The fea is full of water; becaufe it is 
to. convey water to all the rivers. The fun is 
full of light; becaufe it conveys light to all 
the world: fo Chrift is full of grace; becaufe 
he is to be the conveyer of grace: he is anoint- 
ed with the oil of gladne/s above his fellows. And 
there is, therefore, this-fulnefs of fufficiency 
in Chrift; becaufe there is in him a fulnefs of 
divinity. The human nature, being perfonally 
united with the Godhead, mutt partake of all 
grace; and it is neceflary he fhould have a 


fulnefs of fufliciency, becaufe of his threefold . 


office; hence, as‘a Prophet, he hath a fulnefs 
of wifdom ; as a Prieft, a fulnefs of righteoutf- 
nefs; and as a King, a fulnefs of. power. 
Therefore, HAAXS JOT S abate rey: 

3. He hath a fulnefs of efficiency; fuch a fil- 
ling fulnefs, wherewith all believers are filled, 
Eph. i. 23. which is his righteoufnefs ; The ful- 
nes of bun that filleth all in all. In all believers, 
Chriit fills all the faculties of their fouls: the 
underftanding, with light; the will, with li- 
berty; the heart, with life: and every member 
of Chrift’s body is filled acccording to its mea- 


fure; The meafure of the flature of the Sulnefs of 


Chrift, Eph. iv. 13. All have not alike meafure ; 
oneis full as an arm, another is fullas a finger; 

_ yet every one hath the fulnefs of a member: 
and all put together, make up the fulnefs of 

cal. — 


all his confolations, attri- 
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—In a word, all God’s blef every 


are in him; of which the ri 


OR, Szerm. LXXVI. 
Ixxxix. 3. Hence the grace of the new cove- 
nant is faid to be given before the world began, 
2; Pane. 9. . SALE ads 

2. God was in Chrift in the promife repre/en- 
tatively, Gen. ili. 15. The feed of the woman fhall 
bruife the head of the ferpent. As he was repre-. 
fented by the feed of the woman, fo by the feed of » 
Abraham in the promife; Jn thy feed fhall all 
the nations of the earth be bleffed, Gen. xxii. 18. 
Now, to Abraham and his feed were the promifes made. 
He faith not, and to feeds, as of many, but.as of one; 
and thy feed, whith is Chrifty Gal. tiie 16.0 


. 


_ '63) God was in-Chrif, in the ceremonial law, - 


typically : the pafchal lamb, typified the Lamb of 
God that takes away the fin of the world, John i. 29. 
The ark of the covenant; typified Jefus the Mediator 
of the new covenant. The blood of the fin-offering, 
typitied the blood of Chrift, that cleanfeth from all fin. 

4. God was in Chrift, in his.incarnation, ae- 
tually and perfectly, according to both natures. 
of God and man, in one perfon; then the pro- 
mife was performed when it was faid, Unto you 
is born in the city of David a Saviour, which is Chrift’ 
the Lord, Luke ii. 11. SMITE aaa 

~ gs. God was in Chrift, in his mediatorial of- 
fice, obedientially; and that both in the active 
obedience of his life, and paflive obedience at 
his death: for, he came to do the will of him that 
Jent ‘him ; and became obedient unto death, even the 
death iof the érofs7 Phil ABP Rn. 1 ih os: 

6. God was in Chrift, in his refurreétion, 
vittorioufly ; for then he abolifhed death, and brought 
life and immortality to ight, 2 Tira. i. 10.. Through 
death he deftroyed him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil, Heb. ii. 14.) ce tone) 

' 7,.God-was.in Chritt, in his afcenfion; trium- 
phantly; for, When he afcendéd up on high, be led 
captivity captive, and received gifts for men, even for 
the rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them, Pfal. Ixviti. 18. And, having received gifts 
for men, he gave gifts unto men, for the work of the 
minifiry, and for the ‘edifying the body of Chrift, Eph. 
ine Spo age 

8. God is in Chrift, in his kingdom, gloriouj: 
ly; he being now crowned with glory and honour, 
Heb. il. 10. .Becaufe he humbled himjfelf, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the crofs ; 
therefore God hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name above every name, &c. Phil. ii. 9, 10; 11 
Thus you may underftand in what re/pec? God’ 
is in Chrift. hs! rf ae A 
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- 3dly, It may be enquired, what of Chrift God 
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1. God is in the Auman nature of Chrift ; The 


Word was made fle/b ; and God is. manifefted in the 
Jiefh, John i. 3. 1 Tim. iii. 16. This is the fpe- 
cial way wherein God is in Chrift by a hypo- 
ftatical union, he being God-man in one perfon. 
His human nature is God’s temple, where he 
dwells; his mercy-feat, where he abides ;_ his. 
throne, where he reigns gracioufly and glori- 
oufly: and, O! what good news is it, Gad is 
in our nature! God is in our flefh!: ©. 
2. God is in the mediatorial offices of Chrift : 
offic rift is an habitation of God ;_ 

is prophetical office 3 


niet 7eon-hHe 
OS 
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with us. Is hisname Fe/us? God is there as a 
Saviour for us: 1s his name Chri? God is there, 
ee him tofave finners. And‘ becaufe God is 
n his name, therefore his: name is as ointment 
paoran! forth, Song i. 3 
14. God is inthe hated of Chritt; ; Defies Goes’ 
her name is calléd Jenovan: SHAMMAN, the 
Lord, is ‘there, Ezek. xlviii. 35. In the invi fib ble 
church, God is in every member of Chrift;.in 
every-friend and follower of>Chrift; .and the 
> they follow the ftepsof Chrift, the more: 
of God is:to be:feen-in and about them: And 
when they have much:of:Chrift:in'them, ‘then. 
it-is fometimes.obfervable by on-lookers, ‘that 
God:isin them of a: truth, 1 Cor. xiv. 25. 
« 5. God isinithe treafure of Chrift; Jn inc are 
hidall the treafures: of wifdom and: knowlege; ‘Col. 
ii.’32s All the:treafures of grace and glory, all 
the treafures of \light and: ‘life, and {piritual 
bleffings which:he hath purchafed, God is'in 
duet heen God himfelfis. the fum ‘toral of 
theltreafure thatds‘in. him. HOD bod {ost 
116s God: is in the:cro/s of Chrift, in: ela sbortt 
as: well as the:beft of Chritt: and: hence’ the 'a-’ 
pottle glories. in:the crofs of Chrift, Gal.vi ee te 
aan his : -people glory. sin! tribulation, Rom). WAZ: 
When he orders! a.rod,’ ‘aicrofs, a trial: to his» 
people; God ‘is ‘in it : hence the fery trial doth) 
ut purge away their drofs. «i& reconciled God is: 
in'the crofs of Chrift; and hence itis:made fo 
lightand eafy, fo fweet:and portable, ‘fo:bene-. 
ficial:and profitable, that it comes to’-be among’ 
the beft of their bleflings: J was good for''me' 
that I was affitted. Ble, thed is the man awbom thou' 
chaftene/t,:and teacheft out caf thy-law.'The\cup: 
may be bitter to flefh and blood, but there is: 
no death in the cup; nay,- God jis: in it, his 
blefling is in/it, and. nis Spirits is in tte if it. ‘be 
the crofs of Chrift. otlor: 
~97. God is in the abe of Chrift: not only it in: 
his work of creation and providence, whereof 
Chrift: is the author and upholder, is: God to 
be feen in: his infinite power and wifdom, but 
efpecially. in his works of grace and redemp- 
tion, God is in his work that he works for us. 


-As'God‘was»in all his miracles; fo, in his do- 
ing and. dying on earth, and in his pleading 
and interceding” in- heaven, | God is in )thefe. 


wor. tks of his; Ubey are the domgs of the Lord, and. 
wor rows in oureyes. Godisin his work that he. 
works in. us;" “whén he comes to convince and 
convert finners; ‘and draw them to himfelf: O 
Sirs, the finger of God.is in it; then is the arm 


of God revealed, Hai: lilt: Sey 8 


.8..God is in the word of the ToiualiaGe Chrift. : 


-Whea Chrift is offered in this gofpel, God is 
offered in him; when Chrift is revealed, God is 


revealed in him. And, O! when the: ‘gofpel- 

revelation is-effectual, then i it is the very power 

— fC od to Salvation, as An1 6. Thus tiseres are 
1% : PS ae 


“6 


ee oe Chrift, aie atte eat ys Chrift, 

preached word, the outward difpenfation- 

l; and ses : 
af 


sin ak AG ca 


ten word ; fay) not, 
I ee you, even im ~ St 
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the midi of his bowels. If you cotild look 
into the heart of Chrift, you woitld fee nothing 
but God there, the love Of the law of God, the 
glory of God. 

10, God is in the hand of Chrift: as God is 
in the heart of Chrift, infomuch, that he is the 
greateft lover of God ; fo God is in the hand 
of Chrift, infomuch, that he is the only giver 
of God. What is the great ‘gift of the new 
covenant? Why, God himfelf is the great gift, 
according to that promife, 7 will ‘be thy ‘God, 
Who ‘is 'the giver of fuch 4 gréat gift?” Who 


but Chrift; into whofe hand all things ate gi- 


ven, and all the new covenant goods mand blef- 
fings, even he whom God “hath given to be the 
‘covenant of the people: It is ftrange, and yet true, 
Chriftis'the great gift of God, and God is the 


great: gift of Chrift: God’ gives Chrift to us, 


and then Chrift gives God'to'us. ‘He'gives God, 
andhe gives himfelf, and hé gives his Spirit ; 
arid’ he comes with‘all thefe gifts in his and, 
and» prefents..and‘profers them ‘to us ‘freely, 
under the notion of living waters ; Whofeever 


will, let him come, ‘atta take of the waters of life free~ 


hy, Rev.-xxil. 17.+—— Thus you may have fome 
view bow Gods in Chrift.” 


oH The thivd thing prepara was, To fa, 
that ain Chrift alone “God is ‘a ‘well- pleased God. 
This will appear, if you confider, 1. What God 
hath done with refpect to Chrif bimfelf 2. What 
he:doth ‘for his‘péople, in him.» 

iff, We may.confider what he hath dot with 
refpect to Chrift himfelf. 

1. He hath folemnly proclaimed his approba- 
tion of his perfon ‘and undertaking from hea- 
ven, three feveral times, with an audible voice, 
namely, at his. baptifm, ‘transfiguration, and. 


paffion ;' This\is my beloved Son, in whom I am well- 


Pdfeds - Agreeable to which i is that open pro- 

clamation; [ai xlii. 1. Behold my Servant, whom 

i uphold ; mine Elect, in whom my foul delighteth. 
‘2. He hath releafed him from the prifon of the 


reve} in which;as our Surety, he was detain- 


ed for'a time: He was taken from prifon and from 


judgment, {ays the prophet'Ifaiah, chap: liti. 8. 


He was taken from thence bya public fentence; - 
which was an undoubted argument, that the 
debt, for which he'was thrown in prifon, was 
fully paid; and the Lord was well-pleafed with 
the ranfom. Hence it is very obfervable, that 
the refurrection of Chrift is afcribed unto God; 
as reconciled’; The God of peace is faid ‘to bring 


again from the eau? the Lord ze cfus Chrift : the great 


Shepherd of the fheep, Heb: xiii. 20. 


3. The authority, and power, and Bade where 


with our Surety, is invefted, as a reward of his 
hard work, is an’ evidence, that God i is well= 
pleafed 1 in him. is rae, Srp ae A 


Quest. What pears! hath be conpervel. ont ‘him? 
Answ. (1.) He- hath fet him at his own rights 


hand in the bighef heavens ; Heb. xii. 2.° Looking 
unto Fefus, who ne the jy t that was fet before him 
endured the e [home, and is fet down 

< ‘The ™ 
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/ out of his Fath rete 0, it 


THE. SUMs OFH THE 

(2.) He honoursjhim with aj complete vedtory 
over all,his enemies... He makes all the powers: 
of hell to be proftrate at. his feet; Pfal..cx. 1 
Sit thou at my right-hand until I make thine enemies. 
thy footfool. Philiiia.9).10. Ab the name of Fefus 
every-knee /ball bow, of things in heaven, .and' things; 
in.earth, and things under the-earth, &c, When 
man finned, God delivered the power of death 
unto thedevil, as-his executioner; but he!found 
fuch a {weet favour in the righteoufnefsof the, 
Surety, that he wreits the keys.of death, outof: 
the devil's hand,.and) delivers)them into «the, 
hand of our Redeemer. Hence Chrift proclaims: 
itas good news to all his friends, Rev.1/.17; Lam; 
he that liveth and was dead ; and behold; Lam ahve: 
Jor, evermore, and-bave the keys of hell and of death. 

(3.), He not.only makes him, victorious over) 
all the powers of, hell, but, as Mediator, invefts: 
him with a. precedency over -all. the ‘angels !in. 
heaven ;. And every. name that can be named, éither: 
in this\world, or the-wworld that is to come, 3 Heb- 
i. 4. Being made fo much better than the angels; as by: 
inheritance he hath obtained a more excellent name than 
they. And in the fixth verfe, When he brings in- 
his firfi-begotten anto the world, he fays, Let -all the 
angels of God worflip him. Doth notthis fay, that 
God is well-pleafed in him? 

.(4.), He hath clothed him; with all. jadicative 
authority, and conftitute him the fole Judge of; 
the world; The,Father judgeth no man, but hath 
comuutted alljudgment to the Son... He hath appointed 
a day wherein he will judge the world, by that man’ 
whom heshath ordained, Acts xvii, 31. 


6. 
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2dly, We may confider what he doth for his 


unto God, an 


- 3..In him, and for his fake, he admits them 


the bar that bolts heavens gates againft 
was fin, Heb. ii. 10. and v. 9.; there. 
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wherein we may fee all the divine glory: in 
Chrift we may fee God.in all his attributes and . 
fulnefs); in all his faving offices and relations» 
tous; in all his graces, and in all his bleffings. 
1. In Chrift we may fee God in all his attri=» 
butes; and fulne/s;: there 1s nothing that the Fa- 
ther hath, :except his,perfonality, but the Son, 
as Mediator, hath; Al things that the Father hath. 
are mine; John vi. 1g. ;/all things that God hath, 
they belong to:the Mediator, alfothe God-man.» 
Here;then 1s. an)ocean wherevyou and I may: 
dive for ever, and never ‘reach'to the bottom. 
In himowe' may fee' the wi/domof'God ; In whom 
are bid all the-treafures of wifdom and ‘knowledge, 
Col. ii. 3. .Poor foolifh finner; who haft no wil) 
dom; Knowledgé) ov underftanding, here is a 
treafure for you, Chrrft, the w2/domof God; 1.Cor. 
i/'30,++In him -wermay fee’ all: ithe power: of 
God) We preach \Chraft crucified, ‘unto the Fews a 


Stumbling-block, and to the Greeksfoolifhneft ; but unto 


them:that are called;:Chrift the power of God, and the: 
wifdom of God, 1 Cor..i 24.°Poor weakling;ithat 
can do-nothing, hereis a good bargain ‘for you 
to lay:hold upon; -/ is he thatocan work imyouy 
bothito. will and todo; and. make his people willing 
inthe day of his:power, Pal. cx, 3.:;You-are not 
called to come to! Chrift, but: by:the power of 
Chrift; which is the power of God;you areto 
receive him,: who can give you ‘power ‘to re- 
ceive him; and as:an abfolute weakling to take 
hold of his ftrength,:and look tohis power, to 
whom is given allpower in heaven andin earthaa 
In him ‘we may fee:all the Aolinefs of God; ‘he 
is faid to. be made of: God to:us: fanctification:: 
and furely, here:is an immenfe fountain of 
fanctity, the infinite holinefsiof ‘God.:; Qipoor; 
vile, polluted finner;:that haft-loft the image 
of God by the’fall of the firft Adam, and the 
deficiency of his holinefs; here is a better Head 
and, Hufband for you, in whom is all the ful- 
nefs.of divine holinefs, that yemay be complete 
in him: —In him we may fee all the jufice of 
God, and all the rzghteou/ne/s of God; we may. 
fee juftice fatisfied in him, by his :mediatorial 
righteoufnefs; for, the Lord as well-pleafed for bis 


righteoufnefs’ fake ; yea, he that is the righteoufue/s 


of God 18:made unto us rig hteoufne/s, 1 Cor. 12 °30.5 
And,;O wonderful word! 2: Cor.:v.:21. He was. 
made stn for us, who knew no fin, that we might be 
made the: righteoufne/s of God in him: O guilty; 
guilty finner, here is a joyful found in your 
ears; He:that hath ears to hear let him bears-yow 
may; in-Chrift, be more righteous: in God's. 
fight than ever you was guilty in his fight’s 


dwas,Tomake Lor 


* 
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God out of Chrift; and unlefs you look to. his 
mercy asin Chrift; for he will never thew 
mercy to the prejudice of his. juttice:, and it is 


the faithfulnefi and truth of God; My mercy and my 


. law D. itu & 2 o*,4 
By: mere glidisnipmelet bee and Amen, to the glory 
0 OL. 1 


trac age the God of truth, the truth of God. 


: Ging igus ; vithlefs, unfaithful, and jtreach- 


unalterably the fame.—Again, in him we may 
{eerall the authority of God My name is in him, 
Exodspxxiil,.21. 0! 

which. was lof; fay not, By what authority doth 


in his gofpel, comes to feck and fave that 


t onl 


¥ipen 


not only the authority of 
the fulnefs of divine authority : 
pty finner, here.2s 


_infomuch that 
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to: him for remiffion in his blood. It is he, as 


' 3. In Chrift we may fee God.as he is cloth- 
ed with all relations that can contribute.to the 
happinefs of a finner., What friend or. rela- 
tion do you want, O finner?-— Want you a, a- 
ther to pity you? Behold here you have an everr 
lafting Father ; for that is his name, Ha. 1x. 6.; 
and zn. him the fatherle/s find mercy. — Want you a 
mother to be tender..to you?’ Behold, here mo- 
therlefs.children may have, their, lofles, made 
up; When father and mother forfake you, here is one 
to take you up, Pfal. xxvii. 10... He is one that 
can be a thoufand times better. to you than fa- 
ther,or mother; and manifefts more love than 


ever. ~~ Want you 
thatreckons your. 
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will make darknefs light before them, and’ crooked 


things fraight.—Want you a /hepherd to feed you? » 
or a captain to fight your battles for you? —. 


Want you a phyfcian, when in ficknefs, to heal 
you?— Want you a refiner and purifier, when 
you are in the furnace, to purge away your 
drofs?—— Behold’ aGod in Chrift hath all the 
happy relations you can defire. ae 
4. In Chrift we fee God in all his graces. This 
is a great part of the glory of the only begotten of the 
Father, that he is full of grace and truth, John i. 14. 
And out of his fulne/s have all we recerved, and grace 
for grace, ver. 16. Grace is poured into kis lps, 
Pfal. xlv. 2.; and, Lhope, he is pouring grace 
from his lips by his word-among fome of you 
this day. The Spirit of the Lord is upon him ; for 
be hath anointed him; he is anointed with the al 
of gladne/s above bis fellows ; anointed with the 
Spirit of all grace—Want you grace to beheve? 
Behold it is in him, as he is the Author of faith. 
“Want you grace to repent? Behold it is in 
him as a Prince and Saviour, exalted to give repen- 
tance-—Do you want grace to pray? It is he that 
hhath the Spirit of prayer to give, Zech. xii. To. 
—Do you want grace to communicate aright ; 
grace to mortify fin; grace to bear the crofs; grace 
to refift temptation; grace to'do and /uffer? It is 
he that hath all grace to give, and who fays, 
My grace hall be fufficient for you. - Hence his peo- 
ple are called to be firong im the grace that 1s in 
Chrift Fefss ESE AUR of 
- 5. In Chrif{t-we may fee God in all his dif. 
jings which he hath to give. ’“He is the Lord- 
Difpenfer of temporal bleflings; for, The earth is 
his, and the fulne/s therof: the Lord-Difpenfer of 
Spiritual bieflings; for heaven is his and the 
fulnefs thereot: the Lord-Difpenfer of eternal 
dleflings; for eternal life is in him, and he 
‘is the true God, and eternal hfe. It was promifed 
of him, that men /hould be‘blefed in him; and 
accordingly he‘is fent to'ble/s'us, Acts iii. 26. God 
having raifed up his Son Fefus, sent him to blefs you, 
am turning ‘away every one of you from his iniguities. 
I might here enumerate many particular blef: 
fings. The bleffing of /mnation ¥$'in- him, 


‘we have boldne/s‘and acce/t, with confidence’ through 
Faith of him: the blefling of confolation is in him: 


is not th 


c 
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glory; and fo /hall they ever be with the Lord. Can 
you tell me any {fpiritual blefling that is not in 
him? No; Eph. 1. 3. We are blefed with all fpi- 
ritual blefings in heavenly places, only i Chrift. 
And now, after all, what think you of him? 
Have you no heart to join hand with fuch a 
well furnifhed Saviour, Jn whom dwells all the 
fulne/s of the Godhead bodily? \f you have no heart 
to fuch a good bargain, this is very fad: but, 
becaufe it is a day of glad tidings, I will tell 
you, among all’other things, that all hearts. 
are in his hand,#and it is his prerogative to o- 
pen the locked heart. It is eafy with him'to 
creaté a ‘clean héart, to melt the hard heart, to 
fix the wandering heart, to cleanfe the filthy 
heart, ‘to elevate’ ‘the drooping heart, to con- 
quer the ftubborn'Heart, to quicken the dead 
heart, to draw the backward heart,.as we for- 
merly obferved, in another difcourfe ; and if 
any thing draw your heart to him, it -will be 
the revelation of his grace and fulnefs; and 
of God’s being in him, and in him a well- 
pleafed God. “tk “eg : 2 (OTe ae 


“FURTHER, in the light of this truth, parti- 
cularly that God is in Chriff, we may fee, 
1, How ttle of God is in the prefent generation; 
for, if God be in Chrift, and only in Chritt, 
then a generation that is without Chrift, is 
without God. “A Chriftlefs generation is a 
godlefs generation ; God is not to be’ found 
where Chrift is not to be found. . If Chrift’be 
not in a family, God is not there: if Chrift be 
not in the heart, God is not there: if Chrift be 

oe fermon,.God is not there. ~ Where 


not 1n :a- 


Chrift is owned, God is owned: where Chrift 
is difhonoured, God is difhonoured : where 


vant and erroneous; becaufe Chrift, as a 
ot there. | i mong the 
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who, as the way and Leader by his Holy Spi- 
rit, promifed to lead the blind in away they know 
not; and to make darkne/s light before them; and to 
be a voice behind them, faying, This is the way, 
walk you i it. This Sprit is promifed to be with 
his fervants and people in all generations; Lo 
I am with you always, even to the end of the world: 
I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. But, 

2. In the light of this truth, we may fee 
who are fal/e and prefumptuous dealers with God; 
even thefe that adventure to deal with a God 
out of Chrift. Who deals with God out of Chrift? 
Even thefe that live in unbelief and impeni- 
tency ; for it isin a way’of faith and repentance 
that all who deal with God in Chrift do walk. 
Thefe that hope all is well, and will be well 
with them, though yet they have never fled 
to Chrift for refuge, nor know what it is to 
live upon him: by faith: Thefe that hope to 
atone God by their repenting and reforming, 
by their future pains and prayers, and never 
receive the atonement: Thefe that hope in 
God’s: mercy, and yet -were never afraid of his 
juftice,, nor concerned how to have an infi- 
nite fatisfaction given to infinite juftice, by 


betaking themfelves under the covert of the - 


blood of the God-man: thefe, and many fuch 
there are who are prefumptuous dealers with 
God out of Chrift; to whom he will be a con- 
fuming fire, if they remain there. 

3. Hence we may fee, who are the far and 
houeft dealers with God, even thefe that fo take 
up God in Chrift, and all things in Chrift, that 
they dare not approach to God, but in Chrift; 
they dare not pray to God, but in Chrift; they 
dare not {peak to God, but in Chrift; they 
dare not hope in God’s mercy, but through 
Chrift; they dare not hope in the promife, but as 
itis dipped in the blood of Chrift; they dare éx- 
pect nothing, but in Chrift: butinand through 
himand his blood, they come boldly, and hope 
confidently; We have boldne/s to enter into the holi- 
eft byithe blood of Fefus, Heb. x. 19. If they joy 
in God, it is through Jefus Chrift; if they deal 
with God for pardon, it is through the blood 
of Chrift; if they deal with God for juftifica- 
tion, it is through Chriftas the Lord their righ- 
‘teoufnefs; if they deal with God for fanttifica- 
tion, itis through Chrift as their ftrength; 
if they deal with God for grace, it is through 
'Chrift as the ftorehoufe of all grace. wi 
© \4.: Hence we may fee what are the marks by 
which you may know if ever you have gota 
difcovery of God in Chrift. Ss : 

(1.)° What fight have you got of God ‘out of 
Chrift?: They that have feen him in the gofpel- 
glafs, have feen ‘him firft in the glafs of the 
law, ‘The faith of the law ordinarily goes.be- 
fore the faith ‘of the gofpel.~Have you got 
apprehenfion of him as an angry God, becaufe 
of your fin; a threatening God, a difhonoured 
God;'a diftant:God;and fo apprehend your- 
felfto be without God, and without Chrift in the 
world? Have you got an afflicting fenfe hereof? 
© (2) What apprehenfion have you got of God 
for relieving you from this mifery ! If you view- 
ed Godin Chrift, then you have feen hima 
reconciled God, ‘a promifing God, a glorified 
God, and:a nearly approaching God, coming 
towards you, flying on wings of grace and 

mercy, and’ fo with beahng under his wings, and 
with. balm perfumed with: Chrift’s righteouf- 
nefs; Mat. 1Vid, Voss Low SORT 


» (3x)eWhat of God have you feen in Chrift? 
‘ C 
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Have you feen the greateft glory of God, and 
all the glory of God in him? Have you feen all 
the perfons of the Godhead glorified, recon- 
ciled, fatisfied, and well-pleafed in him? Have 
you feen all the fulnefs of the Godhead dwel- 
ling and refiding in him? Have you feen more 
of the glory of God in him, than ever you faw 
in the fun, moon, and ftars? Have you feen 
the method of falvation through him to be 
worthy of God, as contributing to the illuftra- 
tion of all the divine attributes, in fo much 
that God, in redeeming Jacob, doth glorify 
himfelf in Irael. 

(4.) What of Chrift have you feen God in? 
Have you feen the glory of God in his face? 
2 Cor. iv. 6.; in his perfon; in his human na- 
ture, in his being God manifefted in the fle/h ? Have 
you feen God and his glory in the under- 
taking of Chrift; in the incarnation of Chrift; 
in his doing, dying, rifing, afcending and 
exaltation to the right-hand of God? Have 
you feen God and his glory in the interceffion 
of Chrift, in his offices, in his names, in-his 
fulnefs, in his righteoufnefs, in his gofpel and 
promifes? 

(5.) What way do you deal with God for 
bleffings? 1s it only in him, becaufe it is faid, 
Men /hall be bleffed nm him? —What way do you 
deal with God for promifed privileges? Is it 
only in him, in whom the promifes are Yea and 
Amen? — What way do you deal with him for 
pardon? Is it only in Chrift, whofe blood cleanfeth 
from all fin? — What way do you deal with him 
for purification? Is it only in Chrift, who zs made 
of God to us fanctification, and has promifed the 
Spirit to take of the things of Chrif? and /hew them 
unto us ?— What way do you deal with God in 
prayer? Is it only in the name of Chri? ? —What 


way do you deal with him in prai/e? Is it only 


in Chrift you offer praife as well as prayers? 
—What way do you deal with God in beliewing ? 
Is it by him you believe in God?— What way 
do you deal with God in rejoicing? Do you joy 
in God, through ‘fefus Chrift, by whom we have re- 
ceived the atonement ?— What way deal you with 
God in approaching to him in any duty? Know 
you what it 18 to have boldne/s to enter into the ho- 
heft by thé blood of “Fefus, by this new and hving 
way, which he hath confecrated through the vail of 
his fle/b.—W hat way do you deal with God inthe 
tenor of your conver/ation? Is it fuch as becometh 
the gofpel of Chri? Is it your defire and endea- 
vour to fpread the favour of his name, that 
the Father may be glorified in-the Son. ; 
(6.) What Lope and expectation have you in 

God with refpect to future things ? —What hope 
have you in God with reference to days of trou- 
ble, trial, and calamity? Is it only in Chrift the 
Refuge ?—What hope have you in God with 
reference to death’? 1s it only through Chrift’s 
taking away the fing of death? —What hope in | 
view of jadgment? 1s it in Chrift, the Lord your 
rig hteoufne/s? —What hope of a happy eternity ? 
Is it only in Chrift? The gift of God is eternal life 
through Fefus Chrift our Lord. —Do you take up 
Chrift himfelf to be the ¢rue God and eternal life, 
and that everlafting glory lies‘in'the everlatt- 
ing vifion of the alors of God in Chrift, and 
fruition of this God? Again, 3g 
yg. Since God is in Chrift, and in him well- 
pleafed, then hence we may fee; and try whe- 
ther he be well-pleafed with you i him. > 
~- (4): If he be well-pleafed with you in him, 
then you have fometime feen and found God 
ot ed TO 


rub» deel 


co be a di/pleafed God, and difpleafed with you, 
as it is faid, Pfal. Ix. 1. O God, thow haft caft us off, 
thou haf feattered us, thou haft been difpleafed ; O turn 


thyfelf to us again. They that have the faith of 


God's being well-pleafed, have felt his difplea- 
fure; and have been put in fear of his wrath 
becaufe of fin. 

(2.) You have feen there was no pleafing of 
God, nor pacifying of him by any /acriice or 
fervice of yours. Wherewith fhall I come before the 
Lord, and bow myfelf before the High God? Shall I 
come before him with burnt-oferings, with calves of 
a year old? Will the Lord be pleafed with thoufands 
of rams, or with ten thoufands of rivers of ol? Shall 


I give my firft-born for my tranfzreffion, the fruit of my 


body, for the fin of my foul? Mic. vi. 6, 8. Sacrifice 
and offering thou wouldft not, then faid I, Lo I come ; 
in the volume of thy book it is written of me ; I delight 
to do thy will, O my God, Pfal. xl. 6, 7. Heb. x. 5. 


. Nothing could fatisfy you but what fatisfies 


God; you could find no reft but in him in 
whom God refts. 


_ (3.) You will be well-pleafed with Chrift, 
well-pleafed with the way of /alvation through 


him and his righteou/ne/s, ever: as God is well- 
pleafed for his righteoufne/s’ Jake, becaute, as it mag- 
nifies the law, and makes it honourable; fo grace 
reigns through that rig hteoufne/s to eternal life. You 
will be well-pleafed to be mm him, faying, This 
is my ref, here will I flay, for Ihke it well, _ Well- 
pleafed to be hike him, faying, O to be conform 
to his image! Well-pleafed to be for him, and 
upon his fide, for his caufe, truth, and inte- 
reft, though -all the world fhould be againft 
him. Well-pleafed to be wih him; to be with 
him on earth, and have fellowfhip and com- 
munion with him; to be with him in /eaven, 
and reckon it your chief happinefs to be for 
ever with the Lord. And if you be well-plea- 
fed with Chrift, you will be ill-pleafed with 
yourfelf, with your own righteoufnefs, your 
beft duties and, performances, gc. 5 - 

- (4.) You well be well-pleafed with God in 
him: if God be well-pleafed with you in Chritt, 
then you will be well-pleafed with God in 
Chrift; that is, you will be reconciled to God 
in him: the good pleafure and love of God in 
Chrift will, according to the meafure of your 
faith of it, kill your difpleafure and enmity 
again{t God; for, Faith worketh by love, even as 
unbelief worketh by enmity: And you-that were 


fometime alienated, and enemies in your mind by wick- 


ed works, yet now hath he reconciled, Col. i. 21: 
2 Cor. v. 18, 19. Having abolifhed in his fle/b the 


_ enmity, even the law of commandments contained in or- 
dimances, for tomake im himfelf, of twain, one mew th 


man, fo making pe 
both unto God im one body by the crofs, havit 
ihe enmity thereby, Eph. ii. 15, 16. ‘'Notonl 
ws and .Gentiles, bu 


ace. And that he might reconcile 


ing flain 


nly the 
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geance; God is the very hell of hell: Who a- 
mong us {ball dwell with the devouring fire? Who a- 
mong us [hall dwell with everlafteng burnings? Va. 
XXxlil. 14. He is a God preparing flames of 
indignation, to burn and deftroy the foul that 
remains in that Chriftlefs ftate; For Tophet is 
ordained of old, yea, for the king it 1s prepared, he 
hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire 
and much wood, the breath of the Lord, like a fiream 
of brimftone, doth kindle zt, Ifa. xxx. 33. See the 
defcription of hell, Rev. xxi. 14. it is called 
the lake which burneth with fire and brimflone, which 
is the fecoud death. Again, 

7. Since God is in Chrift, and in him a well- 
pleafed God; then hence we may fee, that Chrift 
is the great theme that gofpel minifters fhould 
preach upon. It is true, works and duties 
ought to be preached in their place: but one 
great difference between the gofpel and the 
legal way of preaching is not, that the one 
preacheth duties, and the other not; but the 
legal way makes duties the foundation of gof- 


pel privileges; whereas the gofpel way makes 


gopel privileges the foundation of duty, or Chrift. 
and his graces the foundation of all holy obe- 
dience: the one is for the order of the cove- 
nant of works, De, and then we; the other 
for the order of the new covenant, Live and 
then do. You mutt have fpiritual life in Chrift 
before you can do any duty *. When we do 
not preach Chrift, we do not preach the true 
God, nor true obedience to him. God out of 
Chrift it not a well-pleafed God, but a reveng- 
ing God: therefore, obedience to:God, out of 
Chrift, is but rebellion; faith in God, out of 
Chrift, is but infidelity; love to God, out of 
Chrift, is but enmity, even as the mercy of 
God out of Chrift is but fury: He that honours 
not the Son, honours not the Father, fays Chritt: 
We are to confe/s that Fefus is the Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father, fays the apftle. To neglect 
Chrift, therefore, is to neglect the Father: and 
what makes gofpel minifters harp moft upon 
this ftrain? Even, becaufe, if we could once 


God, which is all in Chrift, and no where elfe. 
People may preach the law, and yet mifs the 


a jaw ; 
jor hte 
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abide in me. Jam the vine, ye are the branches: he 
that abideth in me, and I in him, the fame bringeth 
forth much fruit : for without me ye can do nothing, 
John xv. 4, 5, He hath made us accepted in the Be- 
loved, Eph. i. 6. Wo to thefe to whom Chrift 
. isa ftumbling-block ; but bleffed are all they 
that fhall not be offended in him. 

8. Hence we may fee, where God, and all 
things we need, are now to be found ; The Father 
loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand, 
John iii. 35... Where God goes, all things go 
with him: God is gone into Chrift; therefore, 
all things follow him: and fince God is in 
Chrift, and all things with him, then where 
fhould we go but where God goes? Where 
fhould the fifh go, but where the water goes? 
God, the fountain of living waters, is gone 
into Chrift, and let us then follow him there: 
where he loves to dwell, let us love to dwell ; 
where he ftays, let us ftay ; where he refts, let 
us reft: let us take pleafure in him, in whom 
God is well-pleafed; To whom /hall we go? fays 
Peter, thou haft the words of eternal life. QO Sirs, 
to whom fhould we go, but to him, inwhom 
God is well-pleafed? To whom .fhould we go, 
but to him, that hath theeternal God in him, 
eternal life in him, eternal bleflings in him; 
and all things that concern eternal happinefs 
in‘him. — iis 


- My friends, though you had never heard a 
word of the gofpel before, there is more in this 
truth than a-whole world is worth, namely, 
That God is in Chrift, and in him well-pleafed ; 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleafed : 
and he, and all things in him, is offered in 
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this gofpel unto you. And, O Sirs, if your 
heart were open to receive him, happy would 
you be to eternity. I know not what the joy- 
ful found of the gofpel is, if it be not the news 
of God’s being in Chrift, and in him well-pleaf- 
ed; and bleffed are the people that know it, and 
embrace it; and curfed are the people that de- 
{pife and undervalue it; and all the people of 
God muft fay AMEN: How /hall they efcape who 
neglect fo great falvation? Wappinefs and mifery 
in life, in death, and for ever, is now before 
you, O hearer of; this gofpel. If God be in 
Chrift, and in him well pleafed; and if this be 
the gofpel of Chrift, then God is in it dealing 
with you, man, woman; with you and each 
of you, of whatever ftation or denomination ; 
high.or low, rich or poor, young or old. As 
it is faid, when God appeared to Elijah at Ho- 
reb, 1 Kings xix. 11,— 13. there was a /frong 
wind; then there was an earthquake, but God was 
not there; but after that, there was a /fll _/mall 
voice, and God was there: fo we may fay, at 
this day, there are {trong winds of temptation, 
whereby many are made to turn with the wind; 
but God is not there: there are great earth- 
quakes of confufion and commotion ; but God 
is not there: and there are fires of divifion, 
wrath, and contention; but God is not there. 
O! where isGodthen? Why, there is a /2// /mall 
voice of the gofpel founding in your ears ; and 
if the name of Chrift be recorded herein, God 
is. there; My name is in him, Exod, xx. 24. 

May he give proofs of his powerful pre- 
fence, by drawing out your heart to him, of 
whom the Father here proclaims, This zs my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well-plea/fed. 
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Prefent Du ry before approaching DARKNESS. * 


=) ier JE R. xiii. 16, Give glory to the Lord your God, before he canfe darkne/s. 


““HESE words are part of a weeping pro- 
: “'phecy, wherein the prophet is attempt- 
ing to awaken this fecure and ftubborn 
people to repentance, from the confideration of 
the judgments of God that were coming upon 
them, of which we read in the preceding part 
of the chapter: and now he comes to give them 
good and feafonable coun/el, ver. 15. Hear ye, and 
give car, be not proud; for the Lord hath fpoken. 
God hath paft his word, and the decree 1s gone 
_ forth: and then he calls them to repent, and 
give glory to God, before he caufe darkne/s.: : 
“From the connexion we may obferve thefe 
fewthings, 9 nd olalds fis 
. 1.,That God, in his moft fevere threatenings, 
and moft awful providences, aims at mens 7e- 
pentance, and returning to him. 
2s 
vine:wrath, fhould fay full and hear what the 
Lord fays to them; as you may fee, Prov. i. 
25,26 29. But ye have fet at noughi all my coun/el, 
and would none of my reproof: I alfo will laugh at 
your calamity, andvniok 
: 7 oY on was. ri | he at 
Pring, a tne ero dle 
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“Thefe who defpife the threatenings of di- 


‘when your fear cometh ; when 
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your fear cometh as defolation, and your deftruction 
cometh as a whirlwind ; when diftrefs and angui/b 
cometh upon you. See alfo ver. 33. They that bearken 
unto me hall dwell fafely, and /hall be quiet from fear 
of evil ; whereas thefe that hearken not, he will 
laugh at their calamity. Be not proud; for the Lord 


bath fpoken. 


3. What binders people’s hearing, when God 
{peaks either by word or rod? What but pride? 
Be not proud; do not think yourfelf too good to 
be taught. Be not fcornful, be not wilful, be 
not fecure when. God threatens; be not impa- 
tient when God ftrikes: for pride is at the 
bottom of both. 

4. We ought to confider whg/peaks to us by the 
word and rod: The Lord hath Jpoken; he whofe 
authority and power is irrefiftible: therefore, 
bow your ftiff necks and ftout ftomachs, which 
proceeds from hardnefs of heart, and a cuftom 
of finning. Confider, might he fay, it is not 
with Jeremiah you have to do; it is not with 
the minifter you have to do; it is withthe great 
God: Be not proud ; for the Lord bath fpoken. When 
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you harden yourfelf againft the word and the 
rod, you harden yourtelf againit God himfelf. 

Another coun/el is in the words of my text, 
Give glory to the Lord your God, before he canfe dark- 
Ne}S. 

rea obferve two things; firft, an exhorta- 

tion; and then amotive. The exhortation is, Give 
glory to the Lord your God. Here is.a merciful 
counfel God gives them, faying, Give glory to the 
Lord; opening up yet a door of hope to them: 
and here is a merciful compellation he takes to 
himfelf, The Lord your God. Here we may ob- 
ferve, that God, amidft his threatenings; does 
not forget that they are his people, and he their 
God; fee Jer. iii. 12, 13, 14. He calls himfelf 
the Lord their God, that he may fhame them for 
forfaking him, and that he may invite them 
to return. Give glory to the Lord your God; not 
to your idols, not to other gods. Give him 
glory by confeffion of fin, by repentance and 
reformation. This is a comprehenfive duty, 
containing all other duties in the bofom of it. 

We have here the motive to this duty, before 
he caufe darknefs; before he bring fuch judg- 
ments upon you as you fhall fee no way of 
efcaping. Darknefs and diftrefs will be the 
portion of. thefe that repent not, to gtve God 
glory. When thefe who, by the fourth vial, 
were /corched with heat, repented not, to give 
glory to God, the next vial filled them with 
darknefs, Rev. Xvi. 9, 10. 

The doétrinal obfervation we incline to pro- 
fecute from thefe words, is the following. 


Doct. That it is the duty of a finful people to give 
glory to God, before he caufe darkne/s ; to repent, 
before he bring judgments upon them. 


We ought to give glory to God aétively in a 
way of duty, before he glorify himfelf pa/ively, 
upon us in a way of wrath. Thisis the great 
call of God in his word, Ha. lv. 6, 7. Seek ye the 
Lord, while he may be found; call ye upon him while 
heis-near. Let the wicked forfake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon. 1 Chron. xvi. 
29, 30. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name: bring an offering and come before him; worfhip 
the Lord in the beauty of.holine/s.. Fear before him all 
the earth. Mal. ii. 2.. If ye will not hear, and if ye 
wl not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, 
faith the Lord of bofs, I will even fend a curfe upon 
you, and Iwill curfe your blefings. Rev..xiv. 7. 
Fear God, and give him glory, for the hour of his 
judgments is come. “Rev. xvi. 9, 10. And men were 
Scorched with heat, and blafphemed the name of God, 
which hath power over thefe plagues; and they -re- 
pented not to give him glory. And the fifth angel 
poured out his vial upon the feat of the beajt, and his 
kingdom was full of darknefs, and they gnawed their 
tongues for pain. Pal. xcvi..7, 8, 9. Give unto the 
Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the Lord 


Slory and frength. Give unto the Lord the glory due 


unto his name ; bring an offering and come into his 
courts. O worfhip the Lord in the beauty of holine/s: 
Jear before him, all the earth.’ BA Sea 
The method we propofe for the further illu- 
{tration of this fubject, through divine aflift- 
ance, fhall be as follows. Bi der 


I. We would fpeak a little of this glory that is 
__ to be given to God, and. what it is to gh- 
rify him. 2 


IL, Enquire how we are to give him glory, or 


_. by what means we are to glorify him. 


Ill. What is zmported in the expreflion, Give 
glory unto the Lord your God. 

IV. Speak fomewhat of the motive here af- 
figned, Before he caufe darkne/s. 

V. Deduce fome inferences for the application 
of the whole. 


I. We would fpeak a little of this glory that 
is to be given to the Lord, and what it is to 
glorify him. God’s glory is either eflential or 
declarative. His efential glory is the incom- 
prehenfible majefty of his Deity. This is in- 
capable of addition or diminution; for, our 
heavenly Father is perfect, and our goodne/s extend- 
eth not unto him, Pial. xvi. 2. His declarative glo- 
ry is, when either he himfelf, by his word, 
work, or Spirit, manifefts his glory to men or 
angels; or when they endeavour to declare how 
glorious he is, by knowing, loving, fearing, 
ferving, obeying, praifing, and commending 
him ; by worthipping him, by believing in him; 
by trufting in him, and depending upon him, 
and advancing his glory, by their thoughts, 
words, and actions. 


We cannot glorify God, by adding any glo- 


ry to him. Itis his prerogative thus to glorify 
us; and thus he did in the firft creation, when 
he crowned man with glory and honour, Pfalm 
vill. 5.: and thus he does in the fecond creati- 
on and reftitution of our lapfed ftate, when he 
gives the beginning of glory in regeneration ; for, 
grace is glory in the feed; and glory is but 
grace in the flower: therefore, we are faid to 
be changed into the Jame image from glory to glory, 
2 Cor. 111.18. And thus he does:in the con- 
fummation of our holinefs and happinefs in 
heaven; as Chrift faid, John xvii. 1. The hour 
as come; Father, glorify thy Son: fo when the be- 
liever’s hour is come, the hour of death, God 
will then glorify him with himfelf, as ver. 5. 
Glorify me with thyfelf, with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was. So will believers 
be glorified in that glory which he prepared for 
them before the foundation of the world. It 
is, I-fay, God’s-prerogative to glorify us; but 
in that fenfe we cannot glorify God, no more 
than we can create a new Godhead; but our 
glorifying him is a declaring him glorious. We 
give him glory, when we a/cribe glory to him. 
Brute creatures glorify him pa/ffively, but rati- 
onal creatures ought to do it actively, Wicked 
men eclipfe his declarative glory by fin, which 
yet.ig the greater wrong done to themfelves 
than to him: for, as the fun is flill full of light 
in itfelf, when you fee it under an eclipfe, by 
the, moon’s interpofition between us and _ it, 
which, indeed; i1s-not fo properly an eclipfe of 
the fun as of the earth; fo the glory of God is 
eclipfed by the fin and wickednefs of men; not 
by depriving God of any perfection, but they 
deprive themfelyes, .whofe. higheft end and 
perfection is, to. glorify God, and to be;made 
conformable to him.—Thus to glorify, God, is 
to fhew forth his. glory; and to aferibe glory 


unto him: giris 


SEI ORM IIST Dire Gorn 
- M.oThe Jecond thing I propofed was, To fhew, 
How we are to glority God; or, by what means 
to give him glory? _- | : 


fiohs 0) 6a 
\ In general; we.are to glorify God with our | 


whole.man, foul.and body; 1.Cor. vi. 20.- Keare 
bought with aprice ;. therefore glorify Godin your body 
and in fpirit, which are his ; that is, both with 
the inward and outward man: with the inward 
man, by loving him with the greateft love, 

sents ftudying 
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ftadying acquaintance with him, longing after 
him,-delighting in him, fearing his name, and 
following hard after him: with the outward 
man, and that both with our lips, and with 
_ our lives; with our dips we ought to pray and 
_ praife God, {peaking to him,’and of him, and 

tor him; ourtongues fhould be pencils, to deli- 
neate and exprefs the glory of God: many there 
are whofe tongues are but fpunges, to wipe 
out and deface his glory, who feldom fpeak of 
God but in an oath, or make mention of his 
name but when they curfe or fwear by it. How 
likeare they to hell already, who have no other 
ufe of God but to blafpheme him! and blaf- 
phemy will be their work for ever, if they re- 


pent not to give him glory.. Alas!’ how few 


{peak honourably of God in the fociety they 
converfe with, though he be ftill intimately 
prefent with them, and one of the company? 
Nay, idle tales and raillery is the bufinefs of 
their tongues; They /peak vanity every one with 
his neighbour, Pfal. xii. 2. [ hearkened and heard, 
but they fpoke not aright. | 
_ Again, With our dives and actions we are to 
glorify God: Hence, Mat. v. 16. Let your light 
Jo foine before men that they may fee your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. John 
xv.7+ Herein is my Father glorified;that ye bear much 
JSrut. There may be many empty talkative 
profeflors, who would gladly pafs for trees of 
righteoufne/s; yet bear nothing but leaves, an 
external thew and flourifhing outfide: thefe 
they wear for their own glory, but are wholly 
deficient in that which is mot conducive to the 
glory of God, the fruits of the Spirit, and the 
fruits of righteoufncfs, which are by Chrift, to the 
praife and glory of God, Phil. i. 11. We are to glo- 
rify the divine perfections, by feeking confor- 
-Mity to them, fovas to be holy as he is holy. And 
by performing thefe duties which his attri- 
butes oblige us unto; for his incommunicable 
_perfections, fuch as, infinity, eternity; inmu- 
‘tability, Sc. are inimitable, yet oblige us to 
‘duties towards him. : 


and how it gives glory. 
is we may guels from 
for the Lord hath 
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tening God, then we believe and fear: and 
when we truly hear a promifing God, then we 
believe and hope in the mercy of God through 
Chrift. And this is the faith we ‘are called to 
this day, that we may give glory to God. 

Quest. How doth faith give GLORY to him? 

Answ. In’general, becaufe it anfwers God’s 
Jaithfulnefs. Itis faid of Abraham, He was ftrong 
in the faith, giving glory to God. 

More particularly, faving faith gives glory 
to God, 

1. Becaufe it brings nothing to him but po- 
verty, want, and emptine/s. Other graces bring 
fomething to him, but faith brings nothing; 


_love brings fire tohim ; repentance brings tears 


to him; obediencebrings works: but poor faith 
brings nothing but a bare hand and an empty 
veflel. Indeed, when we bring any thing to 
God, we are apt to carry away fomething of 
the glory that belongs to him; but faith brings | 
nothing to commend the foul to God: and the 
poorer any come to God, the more they glo- 
rify him. rs 

2. Faith glorifies God; becaufe it /eeks all in 


him and from him. As it brings nothing to him, 


fo it expects every thing from him, faying, All 
my expectation is from thee; Ihave no hope but 
in thee; all my wants be upon thee. 

3. Faith glorifies God, by venturing all up- 
on his‘word.. If that word fail me, fays faith, 
Tam gone; but, my hope is in thy word. ¥aith 
hings by the girdle of his loins; his faithful- 
nefs pledged in his word; and his word as Yea 
and Amen in Chrift; and this brings’ more 
glory to God than all things elfe: The promifes 
are Yea and Amen im Chrift, to the glory of God, 
2 Cor. 1.20. 

4. Faith glorifies God, becaufe all other ads 
of glorifying are only fo, in fo far as there is 
faith in them, and as they {pring from faith: 
for, Without faith it is impoffible to pleafe God, Heb. 
xi.6. No work can pleafe God without faith. 
Take away faith from your prayers, and God 
gets no glory, nor you any comfort by them, 
James 1: 5, 6,7. Jf any of you lack wifdom, let him 
afk of God, &ec.3 but let him afk in faith, nothing wa- 
vering: for, be that wavereth is hke a wave of the 
Jea, driven.with the wind, and toffed. For, let not 
that man think that he fhall receive any thing of the 
Lord. Let faith be feparated from your hear- 
ing, and God gets no glory by it; yea, what/o- 
ever is not of faith is fin. . O42 Og 

_ 2dly, What is this repentance ?~ And how does. 


wi 
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2. By humiliation, we give him the glory of 
his dominion and /overeignty, while we teltify our 
reverence and fubjection to his laws, as holy, 

juf, and good; acknowledging his authority. 

While we ftand out againit God, we deny his 
dominion, but when we ftoop to him, we ac- 
knowledge his, fovereignty over us, and our 
fubjection to him. 

3. By humiliation, we give him the glory of 
his juice and righteou/ne/i, acknowledging he is 
righteous in what he does againft us, Dan. 1x. 
14. Neh. ix..33. Pfal. xxii.' 3! 

4. By humiliation, we give him the glory of 
his power, that he can punifh us for our fins, 
that he has authority and ability fo to do, Dan. 
iv. 34, 35. We own he has ability to crufh us: 
under his feet, and dare not harden ourfelves 
againft him. 

5. By humiliation, we give him the glory of 
his ¢ruth and veracity in his threatening; thus 
did Nineveh, Jonah iii. 5. They believed God, and 
proclaimed a faft; they believed, that, unlefs they 
humbled themfelves, the word of the prophet 
would come to pafs, that threatened their ruin ; 
thus did Jofiah, 2 Kings xxii. 19. 

6. By humiliation, we give him the glory of 
his patience and forbearance towards us. Whena 
catalogue of our fins is prefented to us, and 
brought forth before our eyes, then we ftand 
aftonifhed at God’s forbearance, Lam. iii. 22. 
Oh! it ts of the Lord's mercy that we are not»confium- 
ed, and becaufe his compaffions fail not! — And thus 
we fee this part of repentance gives glory to 
God, and his perfections. 

uEST. How doth REFORMATION give glory 
to God? 

By Reformation I underftand, not only that de- 
parting from evil, but that doing of good, which 
flows trom that faith and humiliation already 
{poken of. . It is a bringing forth fruits of ho- 
linefs and righteoufnets, to the glory of Ged. 
And this Reformation gives him glory feveral 
ways. 

1, It is an Owning it our principal honour 
and happinefs to be employed in his /erwice, 
and fo a proclaiming, that he is a good and 
bountiful Matter. Men are thereby induced to 
believe, when we are painful and diligent in 
his fervice, that there is a great pleafure in it, 
and a great reward for it. Kan. 

2. Holinefs and reformation glorifies the 
power of his grace, becaufe it is the effec of his. 
grace. Our hearts being naturally rebellious 
and difobedient, therefore the power of grace 
is making them fubmiilive, willing, and obe- 
dient: and hence all believers will fay, -with 


Paul, By grace Jam what Lam. Itis through Chrif's 


applies of grace tend 
1im. | 
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5. By reformation and holinefs of walk we 
glorify God, by exprefling his perfections in our 
converfation ; having the very image of God 
upon us, and ftamped in our life; Ye are a holy 
nation, a peculiar people, that ye fhould fhew forth 
the praifes, [or the VIRTUES] of himwho hath called 
you out of darkne/s into his marvellous light, 2 Pet. ii. 9. 

6. By reformation and holinefs of walk we 
glorify God, by inducing other people to glorify 
him; Let your light fo fhine before men, that they, 


Jeemg your good works, may glorify your Father which — 


7s am heqven, Mat. v. 16, Having your conver/ation 
honeft among the Gentiles, that, whereas they.fpeak 


againft you as evil-doers, they may, by your good works, — 


which they /hall behold, glorify God in the day of vi- 
Jitation, 1 Pet. ii..12, While others, bytheir evil 
works, draw people from God, we, by our con-_ 
verfation, fhould draw them to him. © 


| 


Ill. The third thing propofed was, To fhew 
the import of the expreflion, Gzve glory to the Lord 
your God. And here. you may obferve the im- 
port of it, 1. With relation to the ad, civine 
God glory. 2. With relation to the objed? to whom 
it is to be given, fo the Lord yourGop, 

if, With relation to the ac?, Give glory to 
God. And, whe oki 

1. It is a giving, not profefing or promifing only, 
but g:vig glory toGod. This giving glory to. 
God doth not ly in refolution only, for the time 
to come, or hereafter I will do fo and fo; but 
it is prefent humiliation he calls us to: Now zs 
the accepted time, before the decree break forth; before 
darknefs come on, give glory to the Lord. — 

2. It is giving, not extorting ; for, as it fhould 
be a prefent humiliation, fo a voluntary one. 
Pharaoh was, at length, humbled, Exod. ix. 16, 
faying, 1 have finned againft the Lord your God and 
again? you; but it was extorted. Sparks come 
naturally from a fire, but not from a flint, un- 
lefs it be {mitten: then is our humiliation 


right, when it is natural and voluntary ; Give - 


glory to God. > +4 berths =. ie 

3. It is grving, and not commanding others to do 
fo, but ourjelves giving glory to God; intimating, 
that it is not only prefent and voluntary, but 
proper and perfonal humiliation, Zech. xii. 12. 


Every family apart, and their wives apart; every. 


perfon apart, every man and woman apart. 
This is the eall of God to us, Give glory to God. 

4..1t is grving, and not /ending for a time, im- 
porting an upright, ingenuous, and honeft hu- 
miliation: not bowing down the head like a bulru/h 
for a day, Ifa. lviiie 5.; but it is fure work, like 
that mentioned, Neh. ix. 38. Becauje of ail this 


we make a fure covenant, and write it; and our princes, 


Bee Rorions 


7 


Sern. LXXVIL 


their morals, their drinking and whoredom, 
and other grofs evils: butas to the evils that re- 
late to their principles, they are thy to make ac- 
knowledgement of their errors and ignorance. 
They will hardly own they are fools; but they 
that give glory to God, and none but thefe, 
will confefs their total corruption of heart, as 
well as way. Thus we fee what is import- 
ed in thefe word, as it concerns the act, Give 
glory to God. 

odly, We may confider the import of the 
words, as it relates to the object ; Give glory to the 
Lorp your Gov. It imports, 

1. A glorifying him 1n his /overeignty; give 
glory to the Lord, as he is the Lord of heaven 
and earth; the Lord of lords; the Lord of an- 
gels; the Lord of men and devils; the Lord of 
our life; the Lord of our breath; the Lord of 
our time and talents; the Lord of our health 
and wealth, and enjoyments; the Lord of all 
that we have and are; the Lord of our houfe, 
and land, and children; the Lord difpofer of 
all things, to whofe government we ought to 
fubmit. We do not give him glory if we do 
not practically acknowledge his Lordfhip, and 
own him as our Lord and Soverergn. 

2. Itis a glorifying him in his propriety in us, 
as the LordourGod. This is what we are called 
and commanded to do in the very firft com- 
mand of the law, Thou /balt have no other gods 
before me; which requires us to “ know and 
* acknowledge God to be the Lord our God, 
« and Redeemer, and to worfhip and glorify 
“ him accordingly.” Never will we be truly 
humbled, nor give him the glory due to him, 
unlefs we come to him as the Lord our God, 
laying hold on his covenant, that fays, J will 
be thy God. The faith of this relation in Chritt 
is prefuppofed toour coming ; Return, ye back- 

fliding children, and I will heal your backfidings, Jer. 

iii, 22, Othe faith of this mercy of Godin 
Chrift would make us return to him as our 
own merciful God, faying, Behold, we come: to 
thee; for thou art the Lord our God. Thus much 
for the import of the expreflion, Grve gle-y to the 
Lord your God. 1 come now, : 


IV: 'To the foarth thing propofed, viz. To 
fpeak a little of the motive, namely, Before he 
caufe darknefs. \ {hall {peak to this head, 1. By 
confidering the feveral fgnifications of darknefs 
in fcripture. 2. By offering fome remarks con- 
cerning the darknefs here fpoken of. 
if, | fhall confider the feveral /ygmifications of 
darknefs in f{cripture. . 
“y, Sometimes darknefsis put for /min general, 
and for Satan's kingdom; He hath delivered us 
fromthe power of darkne/s, and tranflated us to the 
kingdom of his dear Son, Col. i. 13. The gofpel is 
defigned to open mens eyes, and to bring them 
from darknefs unto light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, Acts xxvi. 18. Now, when we under- 
ftand it in this fenfe, to sive glory to God before he 
ease darknefs, may have this import, viz. before 
give up to the power of: /m and Satan, by 
leaving us altogether under the dominion of “fin. 
It is true, God is not, and cannot be the author 
of fin, mor can he'be properly the caufe of it, 


APPROACHING DARKNESS. te 


5. The light fhines in darknefs, and the darknefs coms 
prekendeth it not. Mat. iv. 16. The people that fat in 
darknefi, faw great ight. Then the meaning is, 
in this fenfe, Give glory to God, before he give 
you up to judicial blindne/s of mind, and to final un- 
belief, according to that threatening, Ifa. vi. 10. 
Go tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but underfiand not ; 
Jee ye indeed, but perceive not: make the heart of this 
people fat, and make their edrs heavy, and fhut their 
eyes; left they fee with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and underfiand with their heart, and convert, 
and be healed. Oh! dreadful judgment! 

3. Itis-put fometimes for error and impiety, In 
oppofition to truth and holinefs; 1 John 1s, 6. 
God is light, and m him is no darkne/s at all; that is, 
no untruth or unholinefs: and again, [we /ay 
we have fellow/hip with him, and walk in darknefs, 
we lye, and do not the truth. Now, in this fenfe, 
the meaning of it is, Give glory to God, before 
he give you up to the errors of the times, and to 
a_/pirit of delufion, like that threatened, 2 Theff. 
ii. 10, 11, 12. Becaufe they received not the love of 
the truth, that they might be faved; for this cafe 
God fhall fend them ftrong delufion, to believe a lye, that 
they all might be damned who beheve not the truth, 
but have pleafure in unrighteoufne/s. 

4. Sometimes darkne/s is put for /orrow, grief, 
and heavine/s; Micah vii. 16. Though [fit in dark- 
ne/s, the Lord will be a light unto me; that is, when 
Iam overwhelmed with heavinefs and grief, 
the Lord will be my comfort; as it is faid, Light 
1s fown for the righteous, and gladne/s to the upright 
in heart; where light and gladnefs fignify the 
fame things, even as darknefs and heavinefs 
fignify the fame: hence the meaning of the 
word in this verfe is, Give glory to God, before he 
caufe grief and forrow to come upon you, as tra- 
vail upon a woman. 

5. Darknefs is fometimes put, in fcripture, for 
the loft of Chrift’and the go/pel, and the blind, 
miferable fate that follows thereupon; thus 
John xii. 35. Yet a little while, fays Chrift, and 
the light is with you; walk while ye have the light, 
left darkne/s come upon you, ver. 36. While ye have 
the light, believe in the light: then the meaning 
is, Giveglory to God, by beliewmg and walking in 
the light, before he caufe fuch dreadful darkne/s, 
as that of taking away the candleftick, or re- 
moving the gofpel, the means of grace and /al- 
vation, This is one of the greateft plagues and 
judgments: but fpiritual judgments, though 
heaviett, are generally leaft felt and underftood. 
Therefore, sot 

6. Darknefs, is in fcripture, fometimes put 
for great afflictions, and heavy calamities ; Ezek. 
XxXxil. '8, 9, 10. Fwill fet darkne/s upon thy land, faith 
the Lord, &e. Joel ii. 2. The day of the Lord com- 
eth, a day of darknéfs and of gloonnne/s, a day of clouds 
and of thick darkne/s ; as the morning /pread upow the 
mountains: a great people and a firong, there bath not 
been ever the like, neither fhall be any more after it, 
even tothe years of many generations : a fire devoureth 
before them.» Zephs 1. 14,—17--The great day of 
thé Lord is near: the mighty man [ball cry there bit- 
terly. Fhat day 7s a day of wrath} a day of trouble 


‘and diftréfs, a day of waftene/s and ‘defolation, a day of 


darkne/s and of gloomine/s, a day of clouds and of thick 
darknefi, a day of the trumpet and alarm againft the 


no more than the fun can be the caufe of dark- fenced cities. And'I will bring diftre/s upon men, that 


ne/s; but as when the fun withdraws, darkne/s 
facceeds ; fo when God departs, fin and Satan 
muft have the fway. [Bl 

31 Sometimes darkne/s is put for ignorance, and 
blindnefs of mind, incredulity and unbelief ; John-i. 
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they [hall walk like blind men, becaufe they have finned 
againft the Lord; and their blood fhall be poured out 
as duft, and thew flefb as the dung. Lam. ii. 1, 2. 
Fam the man that hath feen affliction by: the rod’ of bis 
wrath. He hath-led me and brought me mto darknefs, 


i« 7t* 
aur en 


dos ee 2) RL 
nie Ate a 


“ Sm 
é % 


a a 


7 ? ne a y aw 
Pe - 7 é 
96 PRESENT DUTY BEFORE. Serm. LXXVIL 


but not into light. And it is in this fenfe efpeci- 


ally, that fome take rhe words of the text; and 
fo the meaning is, Give glory to God, before he 
fend more heavy di/penfations, grievous afflictions, 
and terrible calamities +. perfonal, congregational, 
and national. 

7, Darkne/i is, in {cripture, fometimes put for 


déath and the grave ; Job x. 21. Before Igo whence 


I fhall not return, even to the land of darkne/s, and 
the fhadow of death. Alfo ver, 22. A land of dark- 
ne/s, as darkne/s it/elf, and the /hadow of death, with- 
out any order, and where the light is as darkne/s, 
Then, Give glory to God, before he caufe darkne/s ; 
that is, before his meflenger, death, be fent to 
rend foul and body afunder; for if you die be- 
fore you give glory to God, by faith, repentance, 
humiliation, and renovation of heart and life, 
ye perifh tor ever. Therefore, 

8. Darkne/s isfometimes alfo put for hell; Jude 
ver. 3. Zo whom is referved the blackne/s of darknefs 
for ever. Mat. xxv. 30. Cafl ye the unprofitable fer- 
vant into utter darkne/s ; there fhall be weeping and 
gnafbing of teeth. Mat. xxii. 13. Bind him. hand 
and foot, and caft him into utter darknefs ; there flall 
be weeping and wailing, and gnafhing of teeth. Why 
then, Give glory to the Lord your God, before he caufe 
darkne/s, or before the /hadow of the everlafting 
evening be ftretched over you, when he-will get 
glory upon you paflively, through eternity, if 
you do not give. him glory actively, now in 
time. Here, in the text, it feems to be efpeci- 
ally meant of the darknefs of de/olating judgments 
and calamities, not excluding any of the. reft 
mentioned. 

2dly, The next thing I propofed, on this fourth 
general head of method, was, to offer fome re- 
marks upon the darknefs here f{poken of. 

Remark 1. “That by darknefs here we are 
“ ef{pecially, as I have faid, to underftand af- 
“ fiction and judgment.” God was to judge and 
afflict Ifrael, and bring them under a feventy 
“years captivity. And judgments are feveral 
times exprefled by darknefs, thus in fcripture, 
Pfalm cvii. 10. Joel ii. 2. . 

Remark 2,“ Afflictions are, on /everal accounts, 
“ compared to darknefs:” partly, becaufe of 
their dreadfulnefs; they are frightful, as men 
are afraid in the dark: and partly becaufe of 
their dangeroufnefs; there is great danger of 
ftumbling in the dark, as in the following part 
of the verfe, where the text lies; Before your feet 
Stumble upon the dark mountains ; and while ye look for 
hight, be turn it into the /hadow of death, and make 
it grofs darkne/fs. | at ere 

_ Remark 3. “ That there 
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Remark 4. “ That darknefs of trouble and wrath 
“ come not upon a church without a cau/e.” 
Give him glory beforehe'caust darkne/s. Afficti- 
on fprings not out of the duff: God owns himfelf the 
author; Js there evil in the city, and I have not done 
it? There is a concatenation and chain of 
caufes, but God is at the top of the chain; he 
caufes darknefs. . 
_ Remark 5. “ That fin provokes God to caufe 
“ darknefs.” Give glory to God before he caufe it ; 
intimating, That the difhonouring of God by 
Jm, is the procuring caufe of trouble and dark- 
nefs, though God be the efficient caufe. . The 
darknefs of fin is’ ours, but the darknefs: of 
judgment for fin is the Lord’s; Who gave Jacob 
to the fool, and Irael to the robbers? Haft not thou, 
O God, againft whom we have finned? Ma. xii. 24. 
Remark 6, “ That God is not willing that 
“ darknefs come unawares upon a church and 
“ people, but before he caufe darknefs he 
“warns them; Give glory to the Lord, before be 
“ caufe darkne/s.” He is not willing to deftroy ; 
As Ilive, I have not pleafure in the death of finners : 
Turnye, turn ye, why will ye die? te 
ursT. But ‘when darknefs is determined, why 
doth God call finners to turn to him, to repent, to give 
glory to him? What good fervice will that do, when 
to them the darkne/s and judgment is determined? 
Answ. If we give glory to God, then either, 
1. It will prevent the darknefs of judgment 
threatened, as in the cafe of Nineveh, and make 
the Lord to turn his hand, though he doth not 
turn his mind. yt 
2. It, may delay the darknefs, fo as there may 
be peace and truth in our days: or, 
3. It may mitigate the darknefs, and make it 
eafy, and not foterrible: or, ints 
4, It may /horten the dark night of judgment, 
as it is. faid, For the eled?’s fake thefe days fhall be 
Shortened: Or, . 
5. It may contribute to frengthen and fortify 
us for the trial, when it comes, and make us 
able to bear it. fe 
6. It will turn the judgment into a mercy, and. 
the darknefs to ight; for, All things fhall work 
together for good to them that love God, and are the 
called according to his purpofe, and to them that 
give glory to Ged: Thefe are the upright ones, 
of whom it is faid, To the upright there arifes light 
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robs God of his pardoning mercy, afcribing it 
to the Pope, as it he had power to pardon; it 
robs Chrift of the glory of his righteoufnefs, 
afcribing fo much to the merit of works; and 
of the glory of his interceflion, afcribing it to 
angels and faints. —On this head the Arminian 
doctrine is to be rejected, as robbing Chrift of 
the glory of his free grace, in electing from 
eternity, and effectually calling in time, afcrib- 
ing fo much to man’s free-will. —Socinians and 

Arians rob Chrift of the glory of his divine na- 

ture, and of the merit and value of his blood, 

as a facrifice fatisfactory to divine juttice. 

_ 3. Hence fee the injimte evil of fin that robs 

God of his glory. Every finner is a robber, 

and every fin a robbery committed upon God. 

It is. a robbing him of his omnifcience and 

omniprefence, as if he did not fee, and was not 

prefent obferving; of his juftice, as if he did 

not regard; of his power, as if he could not 

punifh: the language of the finner is, God is 
altogether fuch an one as myfelf. 

4. See whence it is, that the great end of the 

- gofpel is to level and bring down /e/f, viz. be- 
caute this is the great idol that ftands oppofite 
to God; Jf any man will be my difciple, let him deny 
bimfelf. Self is the greateft enemy inthe world 
to the glory of God. We may bring the two 
oppofite poles of heaven together, fooner than 
make aman ferve himfelf, and yetaim at God’s 
glory; No man can ferve two mofiers. 

s. Darknefs is to be the portion of thefe who 
give glory to God. The darknefs of death and 
deftruction will come upon fuch ufelefs per- 
fons, as bring in no revenue. of glory to ‘the 
exchequer of heaven. The unprofitable fervant 
that hid his talent, was to be bound hand and 
foot, and caft into utter darknefs. 

6. Hence, how reproveable thefe, and fuch 

like perfons, are, 

a) Who bring 0 glory to God at all, being 
quite ufelefs in the earth. Itis not enough for 
a fervant to fay, 1did no evil: he.is an unpro- 
fitable fervant that does no good. Negative 
holinefs will do you no good; you muft not 
only be able to fay, I was no drunkard nor 
{fwearer; you muft be pofitively holy, other- 
wife God gets no glory. 

(2) Thefe are reproveable ‘that rob God of 
his: glory; Will a man rob God ? yet ye have robbed 
me, Mal. i..8.-'Thus hypocrites rob him of 
his omnifcience, as.if. God did not fearch the 
heart; unbelief robs him of. his faithfulnefs, 
as if he were a liar; epicures, gluttons, and 
drunkards rob him of his glory, for they make 
their belly their god; covetous people robhim, 
by. making gold their god: hence covetoufnefs 


is-called zdolatry... Oh! how is:he robbed by the: 


Arians, Socinians, and Deifts of our day! \.: 

(3) Thefe that .arrogate his glory to. them- 
Jelves; inftead of giving glory to God, they.take 
the glory to themfelves. Thus fome .afcribe 
the. honour of their fuccefs in the world to 
them(felves,, whereas, Deut. viii. 18. Jt is God 
that giveth power to get wealth. Some afcribe to 
themfelves the honour of their duties:;when 
affifted; they do all to be feenof men; feeking 
to themfelves the applaufe of men, and. the 
praife of. men more than the praife of God. 


‘The oil of vain-glory feeds the lamp of many_ 
profeflors; Come fee my zeal for the Lord of hofts. 


* The evil of patronage is laid open, and the Chriftian people’s right to chufe their own pattors clearly aflerted, Vol, I, p. 6315 
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The wind of vain-glory hath blown many to 
hell. Thus the ambitious Hamans and Herods 
of the earth feek, that men -{hould give them 
divine honour, and take God’s glory to them- 
felves, while they would lord it over the con- 
{ciences of men, and would have themfelves 
more obeyed than God. Thus many aflume to 
be lords of God's heritage, and to have the difpof- 
ing of their fpiritual rights and privileges, fuch 
as the election of minifters *, which is a privilege 
belonging to aChriftian congregation, and not 
to any patron whatfoever; God only is Lord of 
the confcience. 


adly, The next ufe we fhall make of the doc- 
trine is of examination. Well then, you may try 
if you give God the glory by thefe two things. 
1. There are fome things will be burdenfome 
to you. 2. There are fome things you will de- 
fire and long for. 

[1.] There are fome things will be burden/ome 
to you; fuch as thefe following. 

1. Sim, Becaufe it brings di/bonour to God: the 
fin of your nature, heart, and life; Againf thee, 
thee only have I finned, Pfalm li. 6. 

2. Seif; you will be brought to abhor //f, 
becaufe it competes with God: Oh! to have the 
fingle eye! Ob! wretched man that I am! 

3. That you cannot glorify God as you ought, 
and that you come fo far fhort of glorifying 
him; this will be your burden: wo is me that 
I honour him fo little! 

4. The di/honour done to God in the world 
will be your burden and grief; / beheld tran: 
grefors and was grieved. When you fee God 
affronted, his name profaned, this will touch 
you; Lhe reproaches of them that reproached thee 
have fallen on me. 

[2.] There are fome things you will defire 
and long for, if you be giving glory to God; 
fuch as ; 

1. You willlong to have his kingdom eftablith- 
ed in the world: you will have fome concern 
for Zion and for God’s honour; Jf J forget thee, 
O Ferufalem, let my right-hand forget her cunning. 

2. You will long to havehis kingdom wzthin 
you, and his throne erected in your heart; every 
thought brought into captivity to his obedience. 

3. You willlong to have the work of holine/* 
carried on, without refting in any degree of 
attainment; Pref/ing towards the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God inChrift : The righteous holds 
on bis way.) : 

4: You willlong to be with him, to behold his 
glory ; O! when fhall the day break, and the fha- 
dows flee away! ©O for the day when I fhall be 
hike him, and fee him as he is; and glorify him 
to purpofe! 


3dly, The third ufe we make of the doctrine, 
is for exhortation. O Sirs, be exhorted then to 
give glory to God, before be caufe darknefs. For mo- 
tives to perfuade you hereto. 

1. Confider that the glory of God hath been 
much darkened by our fins, and the fins of this 
generation; darkened to fucha degree, as may 
juftly provoke him to caufe darknefs. How 
hath he been difhonoured by our forefathers 
and us!. How is he difhonoured by the grofs 
infidelity, error, ignorance, and irreligion of 
the day! by the great contempt and neglect of 
648, 
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precious Chrift, and his glorious gofpel! the. 


woful barrennefs and unfruitfulnefs of ordi- 
pances! Jukewarmnefs and indifferency in the 
matters of God! lamentable backfliding and 
defection from his ways and truth! hypocrify, 
carnality, and earthly mindednefs! all feeking 
their. own things, and not the things of 

Chrift Jefus! grofs immorality, curfing, fwear- 

ing, whoredom, drunkennefs, profanation of 

God’s name and Sabbath! treacherous deal- 

ing with God, and contempt of our folemn 

Covenants, National and perfonal! and depar- 

ture from covenanted zeal, principles, and 
practices! How is he difhonoured by our fin- 
ning againft fo much, and fo many mercies 

and warnings! 

2. Confider, how the darknefs of fin, in dif- 

honouring God, is attended with the darknefs 
of judgment, portending yet greater darknefs. 
How many fhadows of the evening are ftretch- 
ed over us! — The fhadow of /piritual judgments 
and plagues ; {uch as blindnefs of mind, hardnefs 
of heart, ftupidity, fecurity, and deadnefs ; and 
the: giving up of men to the lufts of their own 
hearts, in the righteous judgment of God! — 
The thadow of defertion ; the Lord vifibly with- 
drawing his gracious prefence from his ordi- 
nances, and the affemblies of his fervants and 
people! — The fhadow of diffentions and divifions 
among minitters and people; God dividing us 
in his anger!~—The fhadow of heavy grievances 
upon his church, notwithftanding of endea- 
vours ufed for her relief, when he goes not 
forth with our armies! The vifible glory of the 
church, her doctrine, worfhip, difcipline, and 
government, fadly corrupted withcarnal policy, 
framing the tabernacle of God otherwife than 
according to the pattern feen in the mount !—~ 
The ivzible glory fo much withdrawn, that 
few tokens appear of God’s powerful prefence 
in the fanctuary, and a greatfamine of fpiritual 
influence! — What a fhadow of darknefs is the 
reduction of the remnant! Ifa. 1. 9. When the good 
men peri/a, and few faithful pattors and found 
profeflors are left ! Help, Lord, fays the pfalmitt, 
jor the godly man ceafeth; few to bear witnefs for 
God; and when candidates for the miniftry are 
lax and latitudinarian in their principles, affec- 
ting nothing but new modes of flourifhing 
and haranguing, without ftudying the life, 
power, and mytteries of the gofpel! 

_ 3. Confider, how much it concerns us to give 
Slory to God: glorifying of God is the great end 
of our creation and being; The Lord made all 
things for himfeif: and if all things, then man 
efpecially, the mafter-piece of the vifible crea- 
tion. Itis for this end that God hath given 
us rational fouls and noble faculties, and the 
means of grace; and all left this end be not 
obtained. The glorifying of God is the chief 
end of all his works, viz. creation, providence, 
and redemption. All the other creatures, fun, 
moon, and ftars;.yea, and brute beatts, they 


all glorify God according to their nature and 
Capacities; and, what are we doing? We de-. | 
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ny excellent gifts to his children, but his glory 
will he not give to another. And, if his glory be 
fo dear to him, fhould it not be dear to us? 
And ought we not to promote it? Our not glo- 
rifying of God will come to a fadaccount: for 
the fum of the grand account we are to be cal- 
led to, is this, What revenue of glory have you 
brought in to me? And, if God have no glory 
by us, he will have glory upon us. If you 
glorify him nota@tively, you fhall glorify him 
paflively: and, alas! how fad will their cafe 
be, who {hall ferve for no other end, but to fet 
forth the glory of his vindictive juftice to all 
eternity! In a word, it will be our unfpeak- 
able advantage to glorify him, for we fhall be 
glorified by him; Thefe that honour me, Iwill ho- 
nour. How fweet will it be in a dying hour, 
if you could fay, Father, I have glorified thee on 
earth; glorify thou me with thyfelf, and with the 
glory thou haft prepared for me from all eter- 
nity. ht cea 
4. Confider whom it concerns to glorify God; 
put it not off from you.— Doth it not concern 
magytrates to give glory to him, by enacting 
good laws, and executing them faithfully? 
See Jer. xiii. 18.— Doth it not concern minifiers 
and church-officers to give glory to God, by af- 
ferting and maintaining the true doétrine, 
worfhip, difcipline, and government of God’s 
houfe; to buy the truth and not to fell it, though 
it fhould coft us our life, as it hath done many 
worthy minifters and martyrs. —Doth it not 
concern people, in their private ftations, to give 
glory to God, and advance the kingdom of 
Chrift Jefus, andtocontributetheir mite, though 
they were never fo poor and mean, forthe build- 
ing of the tabernacle? As, when it was reared 
in the wildernefs, fome that were able, gave 
gold, filver, precious ftones, fcarlet, and fine lin- 
nen ; fome that were poorer, and unable to give 
great things, they gave badgers fkins and goats 
hair: fo, according to your ability, you are to 
give glory to God, and to pray for the coming 
of his kingdom, when you can do no more. 
Quest. How /hall I give him glory before be 
caufe darknefs? KES PIE 
If the queftion be about the means, I have al- 
ready f{poken of this in the do¢trinal part: but 
if the queftion be about the power and ability, 
indeed you cannot give him glory if he do not 
give you grace; you cannot glorify and fanc- 
tify his mame, unlefs he fanctify your heart 
you cannot humble yourfelf for your fin, un- 
lefs he accomplith his premife to you: fee 
Ezek. xxxvi. 25,——-31. J will fprinkle you with 
clean water, &c. Anew heart will I give you, and 
anew fpirit will I put within you, &c. Twill put 
my Spirit within you ;—-and then fhall ye remem= 
ber your own evil ways, and your doings that were. 
not good, and fhall loath yourfelves im your own Sight, 
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of his nature: or, we go not far enough on, but 
confefs, and then run away to our fms again, 
without having any ftamp or imprefs of con- 
feffion upon our walk or converfation, and 
without continuing under a fenfe of fm, as Da- 
vid, My fin is ever before me; and without walk- 
ing foftly allour days as Hezekiah: therefore, 
that our confeflion and humiliation may be of 


_a right ftamp, O let us fupplicate the Spirit of 


all grace, that we may be in cafe to give glory 
fored.c. 80 MeEt 

_ And, in order to our having the Spirit, and 
having grace to glorify God, O let us, through 
grace, come to Chrift, who hath the Spzrit above 
meafure, and who is the ftore-houfe of all grace. 
By faith and believing in Chrift, we give more 
glory to God, than we can do any otherwife. 
By being /rrong in the faith, we give glory to God 
in all his attributes, becaufe, in the way of 
falvation, through Chrift, all the perfections of 
God fhine glorioufly: and therefore, when we 
believe in Jefus, and clofe with this way of 
_falvation, we give him the glory of them all.— 
Why, thus we glorify the wi/dom of God, in 
laying fuch a plan of our falvation, as tends 
to difplay the manifold wifdom of God, in uniting 


the moft diftant extremes, and making a God-_ 


man the centre in whom God and man meet 
together.— We glorify his power, in executing 
and finifhing what Wifdomdid fo marvelloutly 
contrive, and deftroying principalities and 
powers, and faving us, notwithftanding all the 
mighty oppofitions that ftand in the way. — 
Thus we glorify the oline/i of God, fince in 
Ghrift, God hath fhewed his purity, and hatred 
of fin, to be fo great, that he /pared not his own 
Son, when he only knew fin by imputation. — 
Thus we glorify the juice of God, in that a 
fatisfaction of infinite value, hath been yielded 
by an almighty Redeemer, fo as thereupon 
God becomes juft in juftifying them that believe in 
Fefus, and declaring bis righteoufne/s in the remiffion 
of fin. Thus we glorify the truth of God, whofe 
faithfulnefs is fully eftablifhed, and the truth 
of all the law-threatenings, in that he hath 
_ éxacted the punifhment threatened: and thus 
’ Ghrift alfo, at the fame time, hath fealed all 
the promifes of the covenant of grace, in fo much 
that they are all Yea and Amen in bini.— Thus we 


ify the. roodnefs and mercy of God. Goodne/s 
appears in its glory, in providing a Redeemer 


; eftroyed themfelves; and the 
greateft bleflings are beftowed freely upon the 
moft unworthy. - Mercy appears to the utmoft, 
while provifion is made for bringing finners to 

_—s- partake of the happinefs they had forfeited, 

anid grace reigns through righteoufne/s: and thus a 

-way is laid out in which juttice and holinefs 

fhould not be injured, and yet grace and mercy 

ninently exalted: Here is the moft rati- 
me in the world, which contributes 

e, and exalts all the perfections of the 
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of eternal life? Is there not a wrath to come? O 


_then, where fhould you go but to him that 


can only dehver you from the wrath to come? Do 
you think he is unwilling to receive you? O 
finner, how can that be? If he yielded himfelf 
into the hands of them that fought his life, 
will he with-hold himfelf from the hearts of 
them that feck his mercy? Was he willing to 
be taken by the hands of violence? And is he 
not much more willing to be taken by the 
hand of faith? Are you deftitute of faith? O 
Sirs, look to him as the Author of faith. Though 
you cannot come to him, make that errand, 
faying, “ Lord, I cannot come ; but I come to 
“ thee for grace to come: O draw me, draw 
me.” Say not, lam unworthy; for if you 
would have nothing but what you are worthy 
of, you muft have nothing but hell. 

If you fay you have a proud heart, a- hard 
heart, a dead heart, a wicked heart. O put 
thefe among the reft of your fins, and come to 
him to be faved from them all. None ever 
came to him for a cure, and went away wiith- 
out it. You would find fomething in your- 
felf; but it is beft you find nothing, but what 
you have reafon to be afhamed of, that you 
may come to Chrift for all, fo as to glory only 
in him. Let thy emptinefs further thy coming 
to him for all, inftead of hindering thee. Come 
as thou art; come poor, come needy, come 
naked, come empty, come wretched; it is his 
joy and crown to receive thee. 

Oh! there is a neceflity for thy coming, there 
is no other Saviour but he, and thou perifheft: 
come then, and give glory to God, before he caufe 
darkne/s ; give glory to God before he caufe 
judgments to fall upon thee. Give glory to 
God before he take away the candleftick of the 
gofpel. Give glory to him before he take a- 
way minifters and fermons. Give glory to him 
before he lay you on a fick-bed, or a death- 
bed. Give glory to him before he pronounce 
that fearful fentence on you, My Spirit /hall no 
more firive with man. He that is filthy, let him be 
filthy full; be that is unjuft, let him be unjuft full. 
Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone. Give glo- 
ry to him before he pronounce that final fen- 
tence, Depart from me, ye curfed, ito everlafting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels! Give glory 
to him before he caufe darkne/s. . 
- s, Confider, that darknefs is threatened. There 
are figns of darknefs and of judgment a-com= 


66 


DBs at? 
fh .) Abounding of all manner of fn. See 
Hof. iv. 1,°2, 3. Hear the word of the Lord, ye chil- 
dren of Irael: for the Lord hath a controverfy with 
the inhabitants of the land, becaufe there is no truth, 
mercy nor knowledge of God in the land. By fwearing, 
and lying, and Killing, and frealing, and committing a= 
dultry, they break-out, and blood toucheth blood. Thete= 
fore fhall the land mourn, and every one that dwell= 
eth therein hall languifh, with the beafts of the field, 
and with the fowls of heaven; yea, the fifhes of the 
_(2.) Thefe aggravated fo 
gainft light, love, and mercy 


ence of God is abufed; | 
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come to repentance. bi 
come_as a thief in the night, &c. 2 Pet. iil. 3, 4, 9,10: 

(4.) When there are few to ftand in the gap; 
And Lfought for aman among them, that /hould make 
up the hedge and ftand in the gap before me for the 
land, that I fhould not deftroy it: but I found none, 
Ezek. xxii. 30. 

(s.) When the righteous are removed; The 
righteous perifheth, and no man layeth it to heart ; and 
merciful men are taken away, none confidering that the 
righteous is taken away from the evil to come, Ifa. 
lviiv 4. 

(6) When the go/pel is defpifed, and Chri? is 
rejected by the generality, it bodes darknefs ; 
The fone which the builders rejected, the fame is be- 
come the head of the corner: this 1s the Lord’s doing, 
and is wonderful in our eyes.. Therefore fay I unto you, 
The kingdom of God fhall be taken from you, and given 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof, Mat. xxi. 

2,43. Othen, Give glory to God, before he caufe 
darkne/s. 

And we would advife you to give him glory 
particularly in the fix following refpects. 

1. By confeffon of fin; Give glory to the Lord God 
of Irael, and make confeffion to him, Joth. vii. 19. 
Confefs fecret fins in fecret; and, when charg- 
ed in an ecclefiaftical way, do not cover fin. 

2. By.thank/giving ; Pfal. lxix. 30. will praie 
the name of God with a Jong; and will magnify him 
with thank/giving.. Pfal. 1. 23. Whofo offereth praife 
Slorificth me. “When we pray, we.a¢t like men; 
when we praie, like angels. 

.3. By calling upon. God; Call on mein the day of 
trouble; Iwill hear thee, and thou fhall glorify me, 
Piall.34. 

4. By /fufféring, when he calls you to it; Glo- 
rify ye the Lord in the fires, fa. xxiv. 15. Ditho- 
nour not God, then, by complaining ; Why /hould 
a hving man complain, a man for the puni/hment of bis 
zniquity? Remember thou art man, and man is 
born to trouble. ‘Thou art a living man, and that 
is a mercy; yet.in the land of hope... Thou 
art a finful man that deferveft hell; and a man 
fuffering but punifhment for his fin: and let 
all thefe be arguments againft murmuring. 

5. Glorify him -by hving to his praife, living 
a fruitful life; Hereby: is my Father glorified, that 
ye bear much fruit. Living a holy lite; ftudying 
to be holy by avoiding fin, and hating it where- 
ever you fee it, efpecially in yourtelf... You 
will hate a toad, or ferpent. wherever you fee 
it; but much more if it be crawling in your 
own bofom: fo here, fin has its refidence in the 
heart ; Out of the heart proceedeth evils : therefore, 
abhore that abominable thing which. God’s 
holy foul hates. Glorify him by a zealous 
life, Contending for the faith; and by being con- 
{cientious in the difcharge of relative duties, 
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that the name of God be not blafphemed, but that 
the doctrine of God be adorned. 

6. Give him glory by living by faith upon 
the Son of God: you cannot glorify Gon, if 
you do not glorify Curist; He that honoureth 
not the Son,.bonoureth not the Father which hath fent 
him, John v.23. O then, Sirs, give Chrift the 
glory of his name and offices. 

[2.]}:Give Ghrift the glory of his name, by 
making his name your ftrong tower. Give 
him the glory of his name Jesus, by looking 
to him for falvation. Give him the glory of 
his name Curist, Zhe anointed, by looking to 
him for the Spirit, the anointing. Give him the 
glory of his name, Zhe Sun of righteoufne/s, by 
praying him to arife on you with bealing in his 
wings. Give him the glory.of his name, The 
Refurrection.and the Life, by looking to him for 
lite to your dead foul. 

[2.] Give him the glory of all his offices. A 
man in his office reckons it his honour to be 
employed, much employed. . Othen, Sirs, give 
Chritt the glory of his Prepbhetical office, by em- 
ploying him toteach you, and to difpel thedark- 
nefs of your mind.—Give him glory as aPrie/, 
by employing him, to padon you, and waih 
you in his blood.—Give him glory as a King, 
by employing him to fubdue all your iniqui- 
ties, mortify all your corruptions, and deftroy 
all your {piritual. enemies. —Give him glory 
as a Phyfician, by employing him to heal all 
your difeafes.—Give him glory as a Captain; 
by employing him to fight all your battles. — 
Give him glory as a Treafurer, by employing 
him to fupply all your wants out of his fulne/s.— 
Give him glory asan Agent, by employing him 
to do all your works in you and for you, faying with 
the Pfalmift, Do thou for me, for thy name's fake : 
and again, Pfal. lvii. 2. J wall ery unto God moft 
high, unto God that performeth all things for me. Tf 
you cannot believe, nor employ him, O will 
you give him glory as the Author of faith, by 
pleading, that he may come and take employ- 
ment, and work faith in -you.—Give him the 
glory of his drawing grace, faying, Lord, draw 
me, and J will run; turn me,-and I will be turned. 
Remember you are called to.give him glory 
before he.caufe darknefs.. Darknefs will come 
whether you will or not, the darknefs of di- 
ftrefs, the darknefs of a fick-bed or of a death 
bed, the darknefs. of death itfelf, the darknefs 
of ajudgment-day. If you would havedarknefs 
to be light before you, O Sirs, give himglory before 
he caufe darkne/i.. O feek to be regenerate; for 
you cannot pleafe God,while you are in the 
fleth: Who can gather grapes of thorns? Seek ac- 
quaintance with Chrift and union to him ; you 
cannot glorify God but in Chrift: be acquaint. 
ed with the rule whereby we glorify God and 
enjoy him. Seek to have the word hid in your 
heart, and. particularly to be well acquainted. 
with the gofpel-cgvenant: plead the promifes 
thereof ; For .the promifes are Yea, and Amen, in 
Chrift, to the glory of God, 2 Cor. i. 20, 
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The great Rurn, and the great Rexizr; or, Help from Hea- 
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"OWEVER uneafy it is for men to 
hear of their fin and danger, from the 
“~~ word of God, yet it is neceflary they 

ear of both, as long as fin may be repented 
of, and danger may be prevented. Here in 
this chapter, the children of Ifrael are, 


renew. 


_. 4. Reprovedand threatened for their zdolatry, 


notwithftanding the provifion that God made 
to prevent their falling into it, verfe 1,—4. 
2. They are reproved and threatened for their 
wantonnefs, pride, and: /uxury, and other abufes 
of their wealth and profperity, verfe 5,—8. 
And though the wrath that is threatened as a- 
coming upon them, for thefe and other fins, is 
very terrible, yet, zn the midft of wrath, he remem- 
bers mercy ; and therefore, in the midft of words 
of wrath, he forgets not to intermix words of 
‘mercy; O I/rael! thou haft deftroyed thyfelf;. but in 
me is thy help. 

_ There are two fprings of gofpel-repentance; 
one is, a true fenfe of fm; and another, the appre- 
henfion of the mercy of God in Chrif?: both thefe we 
are led to in thefe words. That we may havea 
true Jenfe of fin, we are here taught how we have 
deftroyed ourfelves by it: that we may have an 
apprehenfion of mercy in Chri, we are taught, that 

in him is our help. 
_ In thefe words you may obferve two things. 

_ 1. The perfons or people to whom God fpeaks, 
and how he {peaks to them, O /rae/. It is with 
affectionate concern, that God deals with fin- 

ers for their conviction and converfion. 

. The thing he {peaks to them, Thou haft de- 
thyfelf; but in me is thy help. Here is, 

1.) The/pring of their Ru1IN, it is of them/elves; 
O Ifrael! THOU haf deftroyed thyfelf; or, it hath 
deftroyed THEE, O Irae! that is, thy fin and 
folly, thy own wickednefs hath deftroyed thee. 
Wilful finners are felf-deftroyers. Obftinate 
impenitence is the groffeft felf-murder; thy 
blood is upon thine own head. 

(2.) The /pring of their RELIEF, But in ME is 
thy belp. Here is a plank thrown out after 
fhip-wreck. There is help even for felf-deftro- 
in me the Saviour and Salvation. 
_ The words may be read, O rael! thou haft 


us threaten wrath againft 


im me is thy help: q. d. Say 


ven to Self-deftroyers on Farth. * 


ek ‘ SER SEA xiii. 9. O Yrael ! thou haft deftroyed thyfelf ; but in me is thy help. 


vain confidences. I would have helped thee, 
and healed thee, but thou wouldft not. Thus 
it is a proof of their deftroying themfelves. 
Thou art thy own deftroyer; forlam thy help- 
er, that have been offering thee my help, which 
thou haft put away from thee, and fo deftroy- 
ed thyfelf by refufing my help, and rebelling 
againft me thy help. In God alone, and not 
in us, is our help; and therefore, in ourfelves 
alone, and not in God is the caufe of our ruin. 
In our reading, BuT in me is thy help, it feems 
not to run argumentatively, but adverfatively, as 
the oppofite of the former claufe of the verfe; 
yet it hath the fame import with the other read- 
ing, and magnifies not only the power of God, 
that can help, when things are at the wortt, 
and help thefe that cannot help themfelves ; 
but alfo the mercy and grace of God that will 
help thefe, that have deftroyed themfelves, 
and have no will to be helped, but have long 
refufed his help. And, indeed, our cafe were 
miferable for ever, if God were not better to 
us than we are to ourfelves. 

Form the words there are thefe fix general 
obfervations we may make. 

1. That, as finis a ruining thing, fo it brings 
rum not only upon perfons, but upon nations 
and churches that are guilty; O Yael! thou haft 
DESTROYED thyfelf. 

2. God’s dealing with men for their convic- 
tion is very home and clofe; O Jrael! ruov 
haft deftroyed thyfelf: and as God, when he makes 
conviction particular, and perfons make clofe 
application, thou man, thou woman haft done 
fo and fo, and deftroyed thyfelf by thy fin; fo 
he wills nations, and churches, and cities to be 
convinced and humbled for their particular fin 
and guilt; OIsraE ! thou haft deftroyed thy/elf. 

3. God’s method of grace toward felf-deftroy- 
ing finners, having once difcovered their fin, 
is next to reveal his thoughts of Jove: his words 
area proper fence again{t two ruining extremes, 
prefumption and defpair. To prevent prefump- 
tion, he fays, O Iracl! thou haf DEsTROYED 
thyfelf: to prevent defpair, he adds, But in me 
is thy HELP. Withthe fame breath he tells us 
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clearing of this, 1 offer thefe following propo- 
are | : r : ef bs * £i¥ 
falling 


thou watt in thy blood, wallowing in thy own 
blood, and hadit brought thy blood upon thy 
own head, then I pitied thee. Men ufually 
fay, if a man will be wilful, let him be fo ; 
but God-fays, I will pity him. : 
gy. Nothing ruins finners fo much as their 


flighting the mercy of God, their oppofing his of- 


fer, and refufing his help. As God offers his 
help, which he hath laid upon One that 1s 
mighty, infomuch, that the caufe of our de- 
ftruction is not in God, but in ourfelves; fo 
the chief thing, by which we ruin and deftroy 


ourfelves, is our refufing God’s help, reject-. 


ing his Chrift, and fecking help and happi- 
nefs elfewhere than in him; O /rael! thou haft 
deftroyed thyfelf ; but in me is thy help. And thou 
haft rejected me, and run away to creature- 
helps, and creature-fupports, and creature- 
comforts, and forfaken me the fountain of 
living waters.’ LIE 
6.. The fixth obfervation we make from the 
words, is what we fhall {peak to, and it is this; 
That, as man's ruin and deftruction 1s only of bimfelf, 
and his own fin; fo bis relief and deliverance is only 
owing to God, and his fovereigu grace and mercy. — 
O-Trael! thou haf deftroyed thyfelf; but in me rs thy 
belp. - 
This text and do¢trine is a tree which hath 
two branches. 1 fhall endeavour therefore, 
jf, to confider the former branch, wiz. That 
man's ruin and deftruétion is only of himfelf, and bis 
own finfulne/s; and what fruit may be gathered 
from this branch of truth for our ufe and im- 
provement fuitable to the defign of the day. 
Secondly, 1 fhall go on to the other branch of 
the vext and doctrine, namely, That our relief 
and deliverance is owning only toGod, and his fovereign 
mercy; and confider what fruitful lefflons may 
be gathered thence for our ufe and zmprovement 
thereof. | ) 


) Firf then, That man’s ruin and deftruction 1s only 
of himfelf, and bis own finfulne/s. This is plain 
from fcripture; Jer. 1. 17,19 Haft thou not pro- 
cured this unto thy/elf, im that thou haft forfaken the 
Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way? Thine 
own wickedne/s {hall correct thee, and thy backflidings 
foall reprove thee: know therefore and fee, that it is 


an evil thing and bitter, that thou haft forfaken the 


Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, faith 
the Lord God of hofts. 
them, As I hve, faith the Lord God, I have no plea- 
jure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from bis way and lve: turn ye, turn ye, from 
your evil ways; for why will ye die, O houfe of Irael? 
Again, Matth. xxiii. 37. O Ferufalem, Ferufalem, 
thou that killeft the prophets, and ftoneft them which 
are fent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not. Behold, 
your houfe is left unto you defolate. For further 


Pts Lf propofition is, “ That fin is a / 
fis ng thing.” Death and deftru 


Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Say unto: 


out of his throne; it abufes his aut 


fouls; for it made them both legally dead, under 
the law-fentence, and fo liable to eternal death; 
and /piritually dead, under the power of fin, 
Eph. ii. 1. according to that threatening, Gen. 
ii.17. Jn the day that thou eateft thereof, thou fhalt 
furely die. And, lafily, it dettroyed them as to 
the Life of their body ; for prefently they became 


mortal, fubject to all outward miferies, which 


are a temporal death, and to the diflolution of 
foul and body, whichis natural death; and, 
at laft, dropped their body into the duft, ac- 
cording to that Gen. lili. 19. Duf thou art, and 
unto duftzthou fhalt return. As their fin deftroyed 
themfelves, fo it did their pofterity; and their 
finning pofterity deftroy themfelves by their 
own fin. Thus every particular finner is a /e/- 
deftroyer —The flothful man is faid to be his own. 
murderer; Prov. xxi. 25. The defire of the flothfult 
killeth bim.—The adulterer is his own murderer; 
Prov. vi. 32. Whofo committeth adultery with a wo- 
man lacketh underfianding ; be that doth it, defiroyeth 
bis own foul—The drunkard is his-own murder- 
er; Prov. xxill. 29, 30. Who hath wo? who hath 
Sorrow ? who hath contentions? who hath babling ? 
who hath wounds without caufe? and, who hath 
redne/s of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine, they 
that go to Jeek mixt wine. How fweetly foever 
it go down, at laft, it bites like a ferpent, and flings 
like an adder.— The extortioner is his own mur- 
derer: he heaps up treafures of vengeance for him- 
Jelf, James v. 3, 4.—The voluptuous, the wanton 
debauchee is his own murderer; James v. 5. Y@ 
have lived in pleafures on the earth, and been wanton; 
then it follows, Ye have nouri/hed your hearts, as 
in a day of flaughter. They that make provifion for 
the fle/h, to fulfil the lufts thereof, they but nourifh 
themfelves for the day of flaughter—The fale 
prophet, and the fal/e teacher murders: his own 
foul, as wellas the fouls of others. Hence fuch 
are faid to bring upon themfelves fwift deftruction ; 
many following their pernicious ways: their judg- 
ment, now of a long time, lingereth not, and their 
damnation flumbereth not, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3.—Ina 
word, all impenitent finners are faid to treafure up 
wrath to themfelves againf the day of wrath, and 
the revelation of the righteous judgment of God, Rom. 
li. 5 ——All this fays, that fin isa killing thing, 
and finners are felf-murderers and felf-deftroy- 
ers; and it cannot be otherwife, becaufe fin is 
a tranfgreffion of the law, and the tranf{greflors of 
the law are liable totemporal judgments here, | 
and eternal hererafter; Sin, when it as finifbed, 
bringeth forth death; Jamaiaerge Pee oi ee 
The /econd propofition is, “ That as fin is a 
“ hurtful and deftructive thing, fo the deftruc- 
“ tion it makes is very extenfive.” Sin deftroys 
and abufes every thing; it makes an univer- 
fal abufe: no wonder, for it is an abufing of 
God; and, if it could, would deftroy him: there- 
fore we call it Dercrpx. It would pull Gop | 


terpofed in his law; it abufes } 
he would not punith; and ab 
as if he could not: it is an 
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abufe of his holinefs; a. direct contrariety to 
his nature and will: it is an. attempt upon his 
“being; The fool bath. faid in his heart, there 1s no 
God: he withes there were none.—Sin is an 
abufe of GurisT; itisarefufing and rejecting 
of him; an abufe of his perfon, natures, and 
offices: itis. an abufe of his death, his blood, 
his righteoufnefs: a neglecting of the great Sa- 
viour, and the great falvation.—Sin ‘is an abufe 
of;the SptriT: it isia refiffing of the Spirit; a 
quenching of the Spirit; a vexing of the Spirit; a do- 
ing defpite unto the Spirit of God. tis fach an 
auniverfal abufe of .GOD, Faruer, Son, and 
Hoty Guost, that, no wonder, they that fee 
fin with the pfalmift,.cry out with him, faying, 
Againft thee, thee only have. I finned, and done this 
evil in thy fight, &c.: Plaly Me 420% ‘\ 
- When fin thus abufes the God of heaven, no 
-wonder, that it abufe:man upon earth. Your 
fin, man; woman, is an abufe of your rational 
foul, which is: capable :of glorious) enjoyment: in 
heaven: but by fin it grovels on earth among 
the duft, wallows in‘adilthy kennel. Sin is 
an abufe of the dody,;,-which fhould be the tem- 
ple of the\Holy Ghoft;-it becomes thereby the 
temple of the devil —Sin deftroys the very bo- 
dy: it isan abufe and deftruction of time, that 
precious time that f{hould'be fpentr in preparing 
for eternity.’ It is an abufe and deftruction of 
health and ftrength; God lends yow health and 
ftrength, and you employ them againit God ; 
yea, frangers, as the prophet fays,. Hof. vii. 9. 
‘or, firange gods have devoured their frength: it 
miay be, frange women, firange lufts, firange lovers, 
devour your firength. = Sin is an abufe and de- 
ftruction of wealth, riches, and worldly pro- 
fperity. God, as it were, hires the wealthy to 
be dutiful.to him ; but Jefhurun-like, they kick 
againft hun, when they. wax fat ; Deut. xxxii. 19, 
-Jer..v. 7,9. When Lhad fed them to the full, they 
then committed adultery, and affembled themfelves by 
troops inthe barlots houfes, &c, Shall I not vifit for 
thefe things, faith the Lord? {hall not my foul be a- 
venged on fuch a nation as this? "Thus it was an 


aggravation of Hrael’s fin; they gave all to Baal, 


all to thei lufts: She did not know, that I gave her 
vorn, and wine, and oil; cand multiplied her filver and 
gold, which they prepared for Baal, Hof.11.8. Some 
give all the filverand gold that God hath given 
them, yea, more than they can well {pare, to 
their profane diverfions, idle, vain, and wan- 
ton amufements, lewd and wicked practices. 
—Again, fin is an abufe of warnings, afflicti- 
ons, and judgments. It is an.abufe of light 
and knowledge: it:is.a crofling of the light of 
nature and of {cripture both. Men cannotfin 
at fo cheap a rate, as in the days of popi/h dark- 
nefs, when the {criptures were locked up in an 
unknown tongue; Jf L had not come and fpoken:to 
them, they had not-had fin; but now, they have no 
cloak for their fin.—\naword, fin is an.abufe of 
the word, the preached word, the written word: 
it makes men wreft the fcriptures to their own 
deftruction: to impugn the neceflity of divine 
revelation, and turn Deifts, Arians, Atheitts, 
and incarnate devils. It is an abufe and de- 
ftruction of wit, reafon, talents, fermons, Sab- 
baths, and every thing. Lr i 
The third propofition is, “ That this certain 
“ and univerfal deftruction that fin works, is 
“ gradual.” Sin deftroys them like a confump- 
tion by degrees; though it brings /udden' and 
Surprifing dejtruttion at latt, 1 Thefl. v. 3. yetuit 
brings the heavieft deftrultion by feveral tteps 5 
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He that being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, fhall 
Juddenly be deftroyed, and that without remedy, Prov. 
xxix, 1. We ufe to fay, Nemo repente fit turpiffimus ; 
“ None inftantly become moft flagitious:” men 
come not to the utmoft of vilenefs, but by de- 
grees. James i. 15. When luft hath conceived, i 
bringeth forth fin, and fin, when it rs fini/hed, bring- 
eth forth death..-In nature corrupted, there re- — 
mains fome:fparkles of divine light, fome 
bridles to reftrain black and bloody, foul and 
abominable fins, vzz. fear and /hame, the fpies 
of the natural conference; thefe mutt be abated 
‘by litthe and little, before a man grow impu- 
dentin fin, declaring itas Sodom. The perfon 
that hath got fome Chriffian education, he firf, 
perhaps, grows out of conceit with religious du- 
ties, and neglects to perform them ; then he be- 
gins to. wifhthere were no precept or injuncti- 
on to fuch duties: next, he falls a queftioning, 
whether there be fuch a heaven or hell, as 
preachers hold out to him? Then he begins to 
pick up all the arguments that can make-for 
‘Heathenifm, and againtt Chrifiamity, or divine re- 
velation: then hehearkens to nothing that will 
make againft him, and chufes to deal with 
them that are too weak for him; for he hates 
the ight, and is afraid of it: after this, he takes 
loofe teins, and joins himfelf with the compa- 
nies that practife wickednefs, and agree with 
him in his folly: and then, finally, he laughs 
and fcorns at all the minifters of the word; 
and now he is come to his axwi, his height in 
wickednefs. Now, he follows his lufts with 
greedinefs, refolving, if he fhall be damned, 
he {hall be damned for fomething: like thefe, 
Jer. xviii. 12. faying, There is no hope; but we 
will walk after our own devices, and we will every 
one do the imagination of his evil heart. 

Thus there are feveral fteps of Satan’s ladder. 
The man comes firft to walk in the counfel of the 
ungodly; then he flands in the way of fnners ; and 
laftly, be fitteth in the feat of the feornful, Plalm 
i. 1. Satan leads men up the fteps of his lad- 
der, till they fall down and. break their neck. 
After temptation is offered, firft comes appro- 
bation in the underftanding; after that, con- 
fent in the will; after that, comes practice in 
the affection ; after that, cuftom in the repeat- 
ed act; then follows, delight in that finful 
way; after this, comes the defence of it, with, 
all the rhetoric hell can invent; after that, 
comes boldnefs in finning with a whore’s fore- 
head; and, lait of ali, comes fcorning, and a 
drawing iniquity with cords of vanity, Ua. v. 18. 
Boafting in wickednefs, and glrying m their 
frame. 

Satan acts firft like a creeping ferpent, and 
then like a flying dragon. His firft requeft 
feems mannerly and modett, as Semiramis de- 
fired of Ninus to reign but one day, and that 
day to do what fhe pleafed; and in that day 
fhe cut off his head. Sin deceives men till 
they be hardened through its deceitfulnefs. It 
appears, at firft, but little in the fountain, in 
the heart and thought; then it bubbles out 
into a ftream in evil words; then it increafes 
into a river in evil actions; next, it {wells into 
a torrent, and overflows all ina long cuftom, 
till it drown men in perdition, and thus it 
gradually deftroys them. : 

~ ‘The fourth propofition is, “ Thatthis deftroy- 
“ ing evil is of ourfelves, and our own objfinate 


“ qyll.” Men are apt to charge God foolithly, 
as if he were the author of their “querer err 
, er ough rite sare 
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though yet he folemnly clears himfelf, by oath, 
from having the leaft hand in it, Ezek. xxxiii. 
11. As I live, faith the Lord God, I have no pleafure 
in the death of the wicked ; but that the wicked turn 
from bis way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael? 2 Pet. 
iil. 9. He is not willing that any fhould perif/h, but 
that all /hould come to repentance. When God’s 
fury breaks forth like fire againft impenitent 
finners, it is their own hand that kindles it; 
Ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, which fhall burn 
jor ever, Jer. xvii. 4. It was the cry of Sodom’s 
fins, that brought down the Almighty in flames of fire 
upon them. God doth not deftroy the finner, till 
the finner hath wearied God out of all patience, 
as it were: and hence he fays, Jer. xv. 6. Jam 
weary with. repenting ; thou haft forfaken me, faith 
the Lord; thou art gone backward ; therefore will I 
firetch forth mine hand againft thee, and deftroy thee. 
Lam weary with repenting: God bears with fin- 
ners, till he can bear no longer; The Lord could 
no longer bear; why? becaufe of the evil of your do- 
ings, and becaufe of the abominations which ye have 
committed; therefore is your land a defolation, and 
aftomfhment, and a curfe, without an inbabitant, as 
at this day, Jer. xliv. 22. 

And as our deffruction is not of God, far lefs 
is our f/m; itis wholly of ourféelves, James i. 13, 
14. Let no man fay, when he 1s tempted, I am tempted 
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil ; neither 
tempteth he any man: but every man is tempted, when 
be 1s drawn away of his own luft, and enticed. When 
men break out into lying, /tealing, killing, fwear- 
mg, whoring, and the like, it proceeds from the 
lujis that war in their members, James iv. 1.; and 
from the motions of fin that work there, Rom. vii. 
5.: 1t proceeds from the corrupt fountain of the 
heart, Mat. xv. 18, 19. Chrift fays, Out of the 
heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, for- 
mation, theft, falfe witne/s, blafphemies. Thus, 
Ha. lix. 17. Their feet run to evil: why? whence 
is that? It follows, their thoughts are thoughts of 
iniquity ; and hence, as it is faid, ver. 6. Their 
works-are works of miquity. , 
_ It was faid of the old world what may be 
faid of this, God Jaw that the wickednefs of man 
was great on the earth: Why? whence was this? 
Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 


only evil continually, Gen. vi. 5. There were evil 


motions continually working in’ their minds ; 
and hence they became fo monftruoufly wicked. 
_ Man’s fin is of him/elf, by reafon of inbred cor- 
ruption. which gives matter, life, and being to 
every fin; infomuch, that were it not for this, 
neither the ill cuftoms of the world, nor yet 
the temptations of Satan could faften upon 
us. Hence you fee our Lord Jefus, though he 
lived and converfed in the world with all forts 
of people, yet no allurements thereof could 
provoke him to fin. Satan alfo, in vain, attack- 
ed him with all his temptations, but he had 
not tinder in him to give fire to thefe matches ; 
according as he faith himfelf, The prince of this 
, and hath nothing in me, John xiv. 30. 
corrupt matter to work upon: he 
arts, but they return to his 


it not then for the corrupti-_ 


have life, fays Chrift. Nothing from without 
or within, is fo much the caufe of man’s ruin 
as the wi//, As for the body, it is but a lump of 
duff, that cannot act without the wl/; the hand 
cannot ftir without the confent of the wz//; the 
eye cannot look; the feet cannot walk; the 
tongue cannot {peak without the confent of 
the wz: and as for the other faculties of the 
Joul, all of them are influenced according to the 
motion of the will.—I find the ignorance of the 
mind attributed to the obfinacy of the will, 2 Pet. 
il. 5. This they willingly are ignorant of, that by the 
word of God the heavens were of old. Men hate 
the ight,and will not: come to it, left their deeds 
be reproved: Light is come into the world, but men 
love darkne/s. rather than hght.— Again, the affec- 
tions are under the command of the will; fear, 
love; joy, delight, defire are, as it were, lackies 
unto this commanding faculty.—'The memory is re- 
gulated by the w//; it remembers only thefe 
things beft, that the will is moft delighted 
with ; and. what the will doth not affect, the 
memory doth not retain. All the thoughts are 
under the power of the will: all the imagina- 
tions of the foul fix them{felves on this or the 
other object, as the will is pleafed and delight- 
ed therewith or not.— Thus, nothing without 
or within is the caufe of man’s ruin and de- 
ftruction fo much, as the wi//. It is the will 
that rejects the word of God; Prov. i. 30, 31. 
They would have none of my counfel; they defpifed my 
reproof, therefore they fhall eat of the fruit of their 
own way.  Itis faid, Prov. xi. 5. The wicked /hall 
fall by their own wickednefs. Pfalm Ixxxi. 11. My 
people would not hearken to my voice, and Ifrael would 
none of me. Mat. xxiii. 37. [would have gathered 
you, but ye would not. Wa. xxx. 15. For thus faith the 
Lord God, the holy One of Ifrael, in returning and reft 
Shall ye be faved, in quietne/s and in confidence _fhall be 
your firength ; and ye would not. Jer. vi. 16, 17. 
Thus faith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways and fee, and 
afk for the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk there, and ye fhall find ref for your fouls ; but 
they faid, We will not walk therein. Alfo I fet watch- 
men over you, faving, Hearken to the found of the trum- 
pet: but they faid, We will not hearken. So perverfe 
is the will, and fo bent are men upon eternal 
ruin, that they will do more to efcape temporal 
than eternal danger; more to efcape a tempo- 
ral than eternal fire: yea, they will do more to 
be damned, than to be faved; and chufe todo 
any thing, rather than to come to Chrift the 
Saviour; and here is the chief ruining fin, a 
wilful rejecting the mercy of God, the Chrift of God. 
Hence men are faid to love death; <Al/ they that 
hate me, love death, Prov. viii. 36. Hence the que- 


ftion, Why will ye die? Ezek. xviii. 31. $e 
Men’s unwillingnefs to come to Chrift for | 

falvation appears by thefe two things, among 

many others. , = EL Si, See es ae : 
if, They are naturally unwilling to come to 


tion, and cafteft my w 
This hatred 1 
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the tavern, rather than the temple; the place of 
vanity and foolry, rather than the place of or- 
dinances and divine worthip, unlefs it be, when 
you come to hear a fermon for your diverfion; 
- and fo for feeding fome luft or other, not for 
food and edification to your foul.—Tell me 
alfo, what family do you chufe? Such as have 
the difpofing of themfelves had rather be in a 
family, where there is nothing but profanenefs 
and wantonnefs, than in fuch where the fear 
of God is taught, and where God is duly wor- 
fhipped, morning and evening.— Again, what 
Jervice do you chufe? Some had rather under- 
goany drudgery, than be employed in fpiritual 
worfhip. “ Nay, you may take the carnal man, 
“ fays one, and tie him to a ftake, and kill him 
“ with praying and preaching.”—What delight 
do you chufe? Are they not rather any vain, 
carnal delights, than in divine and. fpiritual 
things? — What books do you chufe? Would 
you not, many times, rather read any wild 
romance, than fit down! and fearch the {crip- 
tures? Any book rather than the book of God. 
_ And, ina word, what company do you chufe? 
Is it not any carnal company, rather'than the 
company of the godly? Any diverting or de- 
bauchédscompany, rather than {piritual and 
edifying company? He that is upright in the 
way, 1s an abomination to the wicked. Any 
converfation, or communication is chofen, ra- 
ther than fuch as is inftructive in religion. If 
any would attempt this in fome companies, 
they would but expofe themfelves.to be flouted 
as unpolite and unfafhionable, in this profane 
age.—If confcience anfwer to thefe, and the 
like queftions, it will bear witnefs to this truth, 
that men are naturally unwilling to fubmit to 
the outward means of grace. 

2dly, \t appears from this, that when'*men 
are under the means, they are unwilling to be 
wrought upon by thefe means; both unwilling 
to be enlightened, and unwilling to be drawn. 

_(a.) They are unwilling to be enlightened, and 
hate-the ight, John iil. 20. ‘Thus doth the pre- 
fent generation hate the light of ateftimony for 
truth,.and againft their defections, as Amaziah; 
the prieft of Bethel, hated the plainnefs of A- 
mos,.faying, The land is not able.to bear-all his 
words, AMOS Vil. Lo... mists 

Thisunwillingnefs to be enlightenedis plain, 

1. Becaufe they. /hut their. eyes againtt the 
light, and will think well of themfelves, what- 
ever -wickedne(fs. be, charged: upon: them, ‘or 
whatever fin be fhewed them. ist} 
~ 201f;they cannot keep. out the light; yet 
they let it in by balves,. ufing-all arts to’ dimi- 
nifhi their guilt, toleffen their fin, that fo they 
may. have the: more favourable opinion:of 
themfelves: they will put the blame upon fome 
other, if it be poffible, as Adam upon Eve, and 

fhe upon the ferpent. ’ jReards 
$3: Ufthe light hath fo far:entered, that the 
man fees himfelfa miferable creature, thenhe 
does what he can to deliver himfelf from:the 
power of conviction, and the fenfeof jinx. nay, if 
he get his corrupt will, it fhall neither ftay fo 
long with him, nor work fo powerfully on 
him, as to oblige him to come to Chrift. 

4. When conviction hath fo far prevailed 
with him, as that he hath. fome thoughts:of 
coming to Chrift, yet then he delays, and puts 
_ it off, through the power of remaining aver- 

fion and enmity; it is not yet time: and thus’ 
fome delay to their eternal ruin. ce 
nwoo L. II. 
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5. If light come yet a further flep, to make 
him judge he is in danger of perifhing for e- 
ver, if he come not to Chritt prefently ; yet, if 
God fuffer his prefent fear to abate, then his 
refolution abates alfo, and he returns to his folly. 

6. If his fear return more ftrongly upon him, 
fo that he hath no reft or quiet, yet how un- 
willing is he to come to Chrift wholly? If he 
get not a further touch of divine power, he 
remains but half willing. He would have 

Chrift for his Saviour to deliver him from hell, 
not for his Lord to reign over him, and deliver 
him from fin. Thus men are unwilling to 
be enlightened, and averfe from letting in all 
the light. 

\ (2.) Though enlightened, yet they may be 
unwilling to be drawn to Chrift; and hence 
refift many ftroaks, and common motions of 
God's Spirit. Thus aman may have much, 
and long experience of the bitterne/s of fn; and 
yet be unwilling to come to Chrift, and be fay- 
ed from it.— He may not only know that fin 
hath done him much! mi/chief, but that it will 
do him much more; and yet be unwilling to 
come to Chrift.—He may have in his eye the 
precious promfes of glorious things to be obtain- 
ed in a way of coming to Chrift, and have fome 
comfortable feeling of thefe things, even a ta/fe 
of the powers of the world to come, and receive the 
word with joy ; and yet be unwilling to come 
to Chrift, — Further, God may fet before him 
the dreadful threatenings of eternal death and 
wrath, yea, and he may have fome foretafte of 
the wrath to come, like‘Cain and Judas; and yet, 
if God leave him there, he remains unwilling 
to come to Chrift,: and perifhes for ever. 

People may be converted to fome general re- 


_ gard for religion, and yet be heart-enemies to 


the power of godline/s, having a direct enmity a- 
gainftreligion, in the height, and depth, and length, 
and breadth of it.—Enemies to the height of it, 
or to a‘high profeflion, efpecially in a time 
wherein it may be dangerous to confefs Chritt 
openly before the world. They reckon this 
were but to expofe themfelves.— Enemies to 
the depth of religion, and.to the myftery there- 
of: they are not for wading into the depth of 
it, butonly for ftepping about the fkirt, the 
hem, ‘the outfide of it.— Enemies to the length 


_of it.’ The hypocrite will not always call upon 


God. What! to be always watching, conftantly 
praying; this is intolerable. — Enemies to the 
breadth of it, as it extends to their thoughts, 
words; and actions, to all times, places, and 
companies: this is intolerable alfo. Thus 
men difcover their hatred of religion, who yet 
have no will to be thought irreligious; and 
fo men wilfully deftroy themfelves. 


I propofed'to apply or gather fome fruits from 
this branch of the text. Many leffons may be 
hence learned : I fhall therefore, from what I 
have faid, deduce a few things for information, 
and humiliation. 

1; For information. Hence we may learn the 
following fix particulars. 

t. What a forlorn condition the fall of Adam 
hath brought us into! We haverun away from 
God, and will not be called back to him. Men 
are become fo mad and diftracted, as to chufe 
death, and to be in love with fin, our mortal 
enemy} This is the condemnation, that light is come 
into’ the world, and men love darkne/s. None are 


_ greater enemies to finners than themfelves; 
G | they — 
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they are their own murderers, butchers, and 
executioners. They will be away to the devil, 
to their fins, to their lufts: their own feet carry 
them to hell: the Bible calls them dogs and 
fwine, becaufe they run as dogs to the vomit, 


_ and as fwine to the puddle. 


2. Hence fee, that it is no eafy matter to 


convert a finner. ‘True converts have good rea~ 


fon to give God the glory of their converfion ; 
for, He that hath wrought them to the felf-/ame thing 
is God. No thanks to free-will. Let the Armi- 
nians try what hand they can make of it.. Man 
had once free-will to good and evil both, ina 
ftate of innocence; but now, in his corrupt 
ftate, he hath no free-will but to evil. He hath 
a heart full of enmity againft God, and againtt all 
the means of his own falvation. 

3. Hence learn, whom finners have to blame 
for their ruin, and how vain their fhifts and 
excufes for their fin are, fince it is fuch a dan- 
gerous and deftructive thing. Call no fin little, 
when the wages of the leaft fm is death and de- 
ftruction. You may put what name you will 
upon fin, and call. drunkennefs, good fellow- 
fhip; and pride, gallantry; and covetoufnefs, 
good hufbandry, or frugality; but fo many 
fins, fomany wounds you give your poor foul. 
What pleafure or profit can be in that which 
will be bitternefs in the end; that is honey in 
the mouth and poifon in the belly? — 

4. Hence fee how imexcufeable finners are, when 
God arzfes to judgment. Since they wilfully de- 
ftroy fheaaee every mouth fhall be flopped. God 
offers them falvation ; they will not have it. 
God will be juft when he judges ; for finners reap 
the wages of their own works; and the finner’s 
confcience will eternally torment him. If now 
they are their own murderers, is it a-wonder 
they fhall afterwards be their own tormentors? 
Though now they do their beft to lull confci- 
ence afleep; yet it will waken upon them, and 
charge them for ever with their own ruin. 
This will be a never-dying worm in their 
breaft. How much are they to be pitied, when, 
inftead of pitying themfelves, they are putting 
hands to themfelves, by their own defperate 
wickednefs. 

_5. See how little reafon finners have to be 
jocusd and merry, in a courfe of fin. Do you 
feethe wicked mockers of God and religion, 
how they are dancing towards the chambers of 
death? Alas! does felf-murder deferve a fong 


of triumph? Prov. xxvi. 18, 19. As @ mad man 


who cafteth fire-brands, arrows and death; fo is the, 
man that deceives his neighbour, and faith, Am not I 
in fport? Ah! what mad men are thefe that 
are deceiving and deftroying themfelves, and 
yet faying, Am not I m fport? It is a ftrange 
counfel that Solomon, after the fad experience 
he had of his own folly, gave to the young 


‘man, Ecclef. xi. 9. Rejoice, O young man, in thy 
youth, and let thy heart chear thee in the days of thy 


yout 


ith, ¢ d walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the 
eyes ; but know thou, that for all thefe 


rage- 


na 
L 
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whether you will rejoice or remember? Whether 
you will take your {hort heaven now, or your 
long hell hereafter? Whether you will chufe 
the pleafures of fin now, which cannot look 
death and judgment in the face without bein 

damped; or the pleafures of religion with al 

the tribulation that may attend it; that can 
look upon death and judgment with joy? Ah! 
poor pleafures! that cannot ftand a ferious 
thought of death and judgment. Remember, 
that for all thefe things; why? the Judge fets 
down all upon the table of rememberance ; 


item, for your drunkennefs; item, for your 


whoredom ; item, for fwearing ; item, for Sab- 
bath-breaking ; item, for mocking, anda thou- 
fand things; For alt thefe things God will bring 
thee into judgment. What.a fair thread have 
you fpun, that muft anfwer for all? Who yet 


are not able to anfwer for one. Rejoice, but 


remember; oh! here is a fad but, that fpoils all 
the fport. A guilty confcience cannot abide to 
hear of judgment; becaufe then the finner 
hears his own condemnation. = — 

- Therefore, finner, laugh at leifure, left God 
laugh next at you and your defruction, according 
to Prov. 1. 24, 25, 26. Some daugh at the word, 
which is yet fulfilling upon them; for it fays, 
There fhall be in the laft days Jcoffers, walking after 
their own lufis, faying, Where is the promife of bis 
commg? They efteem no more of his threaten- 
ings denounced.in the preached word, than of 
flafhes of lightening in a theatre, or thunder 


in a ftage-play. But death and an awful tribunal 


will be found no matter of {port ; and the more 
any fear the threatened wrath of God, the lefs 
fhall they feel; To this man will I look, even to 
him that trembles at my word: but the lefs you 
fear, the more fhall you feel; Pfal. xc. 11. Who 
knoweth the power of thine anger? even according 
to his fear, fo is his wrath. . 

_ 6. Hence we may learn, what it is that rums 
famous churches; O lrael! thou haft deftroyed thyfelf. 
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down the carved work; and turn the houfe of 
prayer to a den of thieves? Behold, your houfe 1s left 
unto you desolate. 


 2dly, This fubject may be improven for con- 
viction and humiliation. Ought we not this day 
to be humbled before God, and convinced, that 
this is the cafe with us. And that God is fay- 
ing to us, as he did to Ifrael, O Scotland, thou 
haft deftroyed thyfelf! O Edinburgh, thou haf? de- 
froyed thyfelf! O finner, thou haft deftroyed thy/elf! 
Oh! let minifters and people take with the 
charge, Thou haft deftroyed thyfelf: here, let us 
lament, and be humbled before God. | 
' How many ways might we mention, hath 
Scotland been de/troying it/elf, fince our glorious 
Reformation from Popery? Particularly, by break- 
ing our National Covenant with God: we gave 
our hands folemnly to God, and then depart- 
ed from him; and gave our hands to the men 
of the world, by public Refolutions, to join with 
them: yea, we difhonoured him by burning 
our Covenant with the King of kings, and giv- 
ing /acrilegious homage tothe kings of the earth, 
vas 1f they had been fupreme over all perfons, 
/andin all caufes, civil, or ecclefafic ; by defiling 
_ourfelves with many oaths, contrary to the oath 
of God, and accepting Jndulgencies founded up- 
on that wicked Supremacy, affumed over the 
houfe of God *: by. involving ourfelves in the 
guilt of their d/ood, that futfered for the tefti- 
mony of Jefus, in witnefling forhim as King 
in Zion, in oppofition to fuch as robbed him 
of his crown; by neglecting, at the merciful 
Revolution, the faireftopportunity of reviving 
a covenanted Reformation, and rebuilding his hou/e 
upon the right foundation: but, inftead of that, 
we may iay, We and our fathers have finned; we 
underftood not /1s wonders, nor remembered the mul- 
titude of his mercies; but provoked him at the fea, even 
at the Red-fea, Pfal. cvi. 6, 7.; at the very time 
and place of deliverance from tyranny and arbi- 
trary power. 

But, in later times, how have we deffroyed 
ourfelves more and more? I fhall mention fome 
fins that. ruin and defiroy churches and nations; and 
we may confider, whether or not wehave been 
and are defroying ourfelves therewith. 

1. Lakewarmne/s and indifference in religion isa 
defolating and deftroying fin; Becau/e thow art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will fpue thee 
out of my. mouth, Rev. ili. 15. This made God caft 
off that church of Laodicea 5° and is not this 
the fin of this generation! Interpendent, as ip 
were, and hanging between heaven and hell, 
between God and Baal; zeal forthe kingdom, 
and caufe, and honour of Chrift wearing gra- 
dunlly Guns. 9657 coil sus io 9at0! 

92, Apoftafy- from’ God is a defolating and de- 
ftroying fin to churches and nations; Thou kaft 
left thy firft love: Remember. therefore, from whence 
thou haff fallen, and repent, and do thy firft works, or 
elle Twill come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candleftick out of bis place, Rev. ii. 4, 5. The candle- 
fickiig the church; the /m that removes the 
candleftick is apoftacy. And are we not charge- 


able in this land with apoftafy in judgment, leav- 


ing the antient truth of God for new errors; new 
gods, but old devils, Deut. xxxli. 17, 18.: new 
ights, but damnable errors, and doctrines of de- 


ay 


“+ Some of thefe errors, which our Author probably here alludes to, are condefcended upon, Vol, I. 
"+ The direful confequences that have attended the union of the two kingdoms are laid opsa in the, 


46, i: 49- 


e The reader will find the above tranfaétions more fully laid open, Vol, I. p.. 427, 529, 930. 
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vils; many of thefe tolerated, untouched and 
uncenfured by the judicatories of the church +; 
chargeable with apoftafy in affection, having 
left our firlt love, Jer. ii. 2. The love of our efpoufals, 
when our land was married to God by /olemn 
Covenant? With apoftafy in practice and conver- 
Jatin, as many of Chrift’s difciples left him, © 
when he.was apprehended; yea, many who 
feem to run well for atime, they fit up; they 
begin in the Spirit, and end in the fle/h. 

3. Barrenne/s under the means of grace, that 
God hath been fome time giving a plentiful 
allowance of, is another fin that brings defo- 
lation and deftruction; this is reprefented by 
the curfe denounced upon the barren fig-tree, 
Luke xiii. 7. Cut it down, why cumbereth it the 
ground. The ax is laid to the root of the trees: there- 
fore every tree, which bringeth not forth good fruit, 
2s hewn down, and caft into the fire, Mat. iil. 10. 
If under Zion’s bleflings we brin’ forth So- 
dom’s bloffoms, fee what God will do; J wil/ 
break up the hedge, and drefs it no more, the clouds 
Shall rain no rain upon it, &c. Ua.v. 5,6. ~ 

4. Union and communion with a wicked world is 
church-deftroying and foul-deftroyig ; for the compa- 
nion of fools /hall be deftroyed. "There are finful 
unions and affociations, whereby churches and 
nations may be deftroyed; fuch was our incor- 
poratg union with England, upon terms oppo- 
fite to. our Covenant-union formerly with them ; 
to which may be applied, Pfal. cvi. 28, 35, 40. 
They joined themfelves unto Baalpeor ; they were min- 
gZled among the heathen, and learned their works. 
Many:a fad leffon have we learned from our 
neighbours, and\many difmal confequences 
have followed this:incorporation.—I defignedly 
enlarge not upon any of thefe things, that are 
more fully reprefented in a publithed Tefimony 
among your hands, adopted by you, that have 
invited us to this day’s work here f. 

5. Pride of privileges and confidence inthe church 
and temple, like the Jews, that cried, The temple . 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of thé 
Lord are thefe, Jer. vii. 4. As if an eftablithed : 
church could be their fecurity; but, what is’, 
the name of the church, when the glory is de: 
parted? Is it not their confidence, that the Lord’ 
is with them becaufe they are a church, that 
will fecure them: fee Micah iii. ro, 11, aa 
They buildup Zion with blood, and Ferufalem whith 
iniquity. The heads thereof judge for reward, and the 
priefts thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof 
dvvine for money: yet will they lean upon the Lard, 
and fay, Is not the Lord among us? none evil cangome 
upon us. Therefore fhail Zion for your fake bikplew- 
ed asa field, and Ferufalem /hall become heaps, and 
the mountain of the houfe, as the high places of thé 
foref.. Therefore faith the Lord, Zeph. iii. rr. 
Thou fhalt no more be haughty, becaufe of my holy 
mountain. - a , 

6. Grofs and curfed hypocrify is another de- 
ftructive and defolating fin; we fee Mat. xxiii. 
13,—29. ‘no lefs than eight woes are denounc- 
ed againft Aypocrites. Hypocrites mock God, 
and deftroy themfelves: they profefs one thing, 
and are really fome thing elfe; like the blaf- 
phemy of thefe who faid, they were Fews, and 
qwere not, but were the fynagogue of Satan, Rev. ii. 
9. They profeffed to be a true church, and yet 
were buta church malignant; asiffomefhould 


«79s. 149) 322 454, 63 
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profefs to be a true Presbyterian church, and yet 
be really Antichriftian, or Eraftian: O Irael!, thou 
haft deftroyed thyfelf, &c. 

7. Stubbornne/s and incorrigiblenefs is a defo- 
lating and deftructive fin: when neither word 
nor rod prevail with a people to leave their fin, 
and return to him, this brings semple-de/olation, 
and prefages ftill heavier and heavier judg- 
ments: Jf, by thefe things, ye will not be reformed, 
then will I punif{h you feven times more; and yet /e- 
ven times more ; and I will walk contrary to you, Lev. 
xxvi. 23. I have fo and fo punifhed you, and ye 
have not returned unto me; therefore prepare to meet 
thy God, O Ifrael! Amos 6. 12. 

8. Covenant-breaking with God is another de- 
folating and deftructive fin; in thatfame chap. 
Ley. xxvi. 25. [will bring a fword upon you that 
Shall avenge the quarrel of my covenant., Such an 
avenging fword is yet hanging over Britain 
and Ireland, tor breaking, burning, and burying out 
of mind the covenant made between God and 
our fathers: though many fay, What have we 
to do with what our fathers did this time hun- 
dred year? Well, but fee, what God hath a- 
mind to do, Deut. xxix. 24, 25. after an account 
of God’s covenant with them, 2 Kings xvii. 13, 
DAs 155 19; 

9. Lenorance of Gov, and profanity of life, which 
go together, is a defolating and deftrudctive fin ; 
Hof. iv. 1, 2, 3,6. Hear the word of the Lord, ye 
children of Ifrael; the Lord hath a controverfy with 
the inhabitants of the land, becaufe there is no truth, 
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land ; by fwear- 
ing, and lying, and killing, and fealing, and commit- 
ting adultery, they break out ; and blood touches blood. 
See what a catalogue of profane courfes ac- 
companies zgnorance of God; and what follows, 
Therefore hall the land mourn; and my people are 
defiroyed for lack of knowledge. Here we fee, that 
profane people, though they fhould be never fuch 


great wits, and have never fo much head-know-~ 


ledge, yet they are ignorant of God, and their ig- 
norance deftroys them. . 
_ 10. Another defolating, church-ruining and 
deftroying fin is, the rejecting of Chri? from be- 
ing their Lord and King. Chrift will be a fole 
King, and will have none upon his throne but 
himfelf; and when a church rejects-him as a 
ing, then he rejects them asa church. This 
was fearfully exemplified in the Jews, when 
they faid, We will not have this man to reign over 
us; and we have no king but Cefar: thus, out of their 
own mouth, they verified Jacob’s old prophe- 
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Here it will be expected, I fhould fpeak of 
fome late practices by the generality of mini- 
fters in Scotland, that were, whatever the pro- 
feffion to the contrary be, a practical difclaim- 
ing of the fole head{hip and fupremacy of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift over his church. I fhall only 


fay, That the general courfe of falling in with - 
this Eraftian act * is fuchan affront done to our’ 


glorious King Fefus, that though judicatories 


fhould confpire to bury it in the grave of ob- — 


_livion, and cover it with the fair mafk of mu- 


tual forbearance and brotherly love; yet, 1 doubt 
not, but as it will be remarked to pofterity, as 
a crowning piece to Scotland’s defection at this 
day, fo the Lord will refent it, among other 
injuries done to him, when he comes to plead 
his controverfy. rere) | wre A 

The judicatories have been of late refufing 


to adopt a teftimony offered to them, and now 


publifhed for God and his truth; and there- 
fore, little wonder, that God hath left them to 


» 


fall in with thefe open indignities done to the ° 


crown royal of King Jefus. And this hath con- 
tributed to confirm fome in the courfe they 
were led to of teftifying, in a way of fecefli- 
on from them, who had, fo long time, and 
by fo many acts, been fupprefling the truths 
of God, and opprefling the people of God, ob- 
truding HirkEtrINGs upon reclaiming congre- 
gations, and fo {cattering the flock of Chrift, 
as {heep without a fhepherd; and afluming a 
power and authority contrary to the warrant 
of the word}. If thefe and the like are the cir- 
cumftances of the judicatories, none need think 
ftrange, that fome have taken the method of 
teftifying againft the defections of the day that 
now they are upon; nor ought any to reckon 
it a /chi/matical courfe. ‘Though none can jut 
tify themfelves from being guilty of difhonour 
done to their glorious Lord, yet let them bear 
mott the charge of /chi/m and divifion, that di- 
vide moft from the head, Jefus Chrift, and from 
the truth, as itisin him. Let none think thefe 
are the dividers, who are but the fmalleft num- 


ee 


cy, That the feeptre was departed from. Judah, and 
the law-giver from between his feet; and therefore 
Shiloh was now come, the true Meffiah was come ; 
and him they rejected from being king, and 
= therefore he rejected them from being his — 
church. _ What for a body is that, which wants 
the head? And what for a church is that, of 
which ‘the apoftle {peaks, Col. ii. 19: Not hold-- we 
img the head? Chrift is the head of the body, the 
church; but will Chrift hold that church as his th 
; not hold him, nor hold only | 
him as their head and king... 
Bs 511: TE ; has 
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fechas Mirah wit ,; 2, $,c0y 7. Ezek. xxii. 
25,—~ 31., 

‘ But fince, I fuppofe, the moft here prefent 
are from the adjacent city, we have accafion 
alfo to fay more particularly, O Edinburgh! 
thou haft deftroyed thyfelf: are not all the defolat- 
ing and deftroying fins, that I have mentioned 
already, to be found in THEE, by which thou 
hatt been, and art deftroying thyfelf? And to thefe 
may be added fome other fins, which I judge 
they are chargeable with, and ought to be 
humbled for this day. _ 

_ Is not pride, idlene/s, and fulne/s of bread, that 
was the iniquity of her fitter Sodom, alfo to be 
found with her? Ezek. xvi. 49. Cities are deftroy- 
ed by /uxury and wantonne/s, when God is cal- 
ling for mourning, Ifa. xxii. 12, 13,14. En- 
quire before the Lord, if this be not the fin of 
the city? Cities are deftroyed by their opprefion of 
the poor, their racking of rents, their injuffice, and 
fraudulent dealings between man and man; Run ye 
to and fro through the firects of Ferufalem, and fee if 
ye can find a man, if there be any that executes judg- 
ment, that feeks the truth, Jer. v. 1.; Intimating, 
how hard it was to finda truly honeft and righ- 


© teotis man, and how expofed the city therefore 


‘was unto wrath. Cities are deftroyed_ by ne- 
glect of family-wor/hip, in reading the word of 
God, finging the praifes of God, and calling 
on the name of God. If this neglect be the 
fin of the city, it will be the ruin of it; Pour 
out thy fury upon the heathen, and the families that 
call not on thy name, Jer. x. 25. Cities are deftroy- 
ed by the fin of flighting the warnings of the 
word, defpifing faithful meffengers they have 
had among them, that gave them fair and 
faithful warning. Edinburgh hath been pri- 
vileged with fome fuch from time to time; but 
the more plain and faithful fome of them have 
been, perhaps, they were the more defpifed 
and difparaged.. Jonah preached but one fer- 
mon to Nineveh, and they. repented; but ma- 
ny a faithful preaching hath Edinburgh heard, 
and never repented; and, perhaps, they who 
have dealt with them moft faithfully have been 
treated moft contemptuoufly, even as Paul was 
called a pefilent fellow. ‘The town of Northamp- 
ton in New England hath not had a long tack 
of the gofpel; yet, as we hear, the gofpel there 
hath done wonders, through the out-pouring 
of the Spirit of God with it. But, what fhall we 
fay? We have had the Bible in our own lan- 
guage, and the doctrines of the gofpel difpen- 
fed for near two hundred years; but with how 
little effect? How grofs our ignorance! how 
depraved our manners! how little of Chrifti- 
anity in a Chriftian nation! And what if God 
be now faying, My Spirit /hall not always ftrive 
with man; it {hall no more ftrive with Edin- 
burgh; it fhall no more ftrive with Scotland? 
The kingdom of heaven fhall be taken from you, and 
given to a nation bringing forth the fruit thereof. 
~ Again, Cities have been deftroyed by murder 
and blood/hed; for, Blood hath a ftrong cry to hea- 
ven for vengeance, Gen. iv. 10... No doubt, the 
city hath reafon to mourn, on this account 
for much bloodfhed committed therein, and 
never mourned over: I mean, not only the 
blood of znfants, murdered in fecret ; nor do I 
_ mean only the blood of innocents, not long ago 
fuddenly flaughtered at the execution of Wil/on*, 
* The 
populace, and killed feveral of them. See above p. 28. 


-_ ¢ It was alledged, that thefe heinous evils and corrupt parattices were prevailing too much in the metrope 
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perfon’s name who was executed between Leith and Edinburgh, where captain Porteous orderec the 
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for which the Lord may plead a controverfy 
with the city, if it hath not been duly purg- 
ed by public juftice; far lefs need I here pro- 
claim, what hath been too much proclaimed 
already to the proftituting of the pulpit, and 
the profaning of many a Sabbath-day: but I 
mean efpecially, the yet unpurged blood of 
martyrs fhed at the Cro/s, and in the Gra/s-market, 
in the late times of ¢yranny. This blood hath 
never yet been duly mourned over by public hu- 
miliation on that account; and therefore it cries 
againft the city for vengeance, and againft the 
land: And, what if God hath ordered, that 
the pulpits of Scotland fhould ring fo many 
days with the noife of the blood of a murderer, 
as a righteous judgment upon them, for ne- 
glecting to mention and mourn over the guilt 
of the blood of martyrs, that was {hed about 
the fame place. But, 

Again, Cities have deftroyed themfelves with 
monftruous whoredom and adultery, of which the 
Lord fays, Jer.v. 8, 9. Shall Inot vifit for thefe things? 
and {hall not my foul be avenged on fuch a nation as 
this? If people, at this day, are declaring their 
fin as Sodom; if ftews are tolerated, and works 
of darknefs covered ; if church-cenfures and 
difcipline be bought away with money +, how 
provoking to God mutt it be, and how like the 
popifh practice in their book of rates? So much 
for whoredom, fo much for adultery, fo mueh 
for murder ; and declaring, that no fuch acts of 
favour can be granted to the poor: enough to 
invite men to fin, that know the price, before- 
hand, at which they may be abfolved, or free 
of all church-cenfure: 1f any thing, like this, hath, 
at any time, taken place among us, Shall not 
the Lord vifit for thefe things ? 

Again, Cities have deftroyed themfelves by 
Sabbath-breaking ; as you may fee, Amos viii. 5, 
7, 8. When /hall the Sabbath be gone, fay they, that 
we may fell corn, and fet out wheat? &c. Shall not 
the land tremble for this, and every one mourn that 
dwells therein? Thefe that take their own plea- 
fures on the Lord’s day, kindle his difpleafure 
again{t themfelves, Who ordered the man that ga- 
thered flicks to be ftoned to death. 

In a word, Cities have deftroyed themfelves 
by their abufe of plenty, as here in the context ; 
Hof. xiii. 6, 7. They were filled, and their heart was 
exalted; therefore they have forgotten me: therefore 
I will be unto them as a lion, &c. like Jefhurun, 
that waxed fat and kicked. When the body was 
ftuffed up with plenty, the foul was puffed up 
with pride, forgetting God, and abufing his 
goodnefs to lafcivioufnefs and wantonnefs, con- 
fuming their time and fubfance with vain 
Shows, idle affembhes, plays, balls, and I know not 
what a multitude of mad amufements to gra- 
tify the flefh; till their plenty be turned into po- 
verty; their wantonne/s, into wo and mifery; and 
their time fwallowed up in eternity. O J/rael! thou 
haft deftroyed thyfelf. 

Again, Let every one take home the charge ; 
O finner ! thou haft deftroyed thy felf:.as by thefe 
fins l have mentioned; fo particularly by thy 
wilful rejecting of Chrift, and unwillingnefs 
to come to him, which may be proven againft 
you, partly by your unwillingnefs to fubmit 
to the outward means, and partly by your un- 
willingnefs to be wrought upon by them, as 
I have fhewed already: fo ftrong is your na te 
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ral enmity, that, if left to yourfelf, you are 
undone. 

Again, Let the godly, themfelves, take home 

the charge, and be humbled before God; be- 
caufe, as you are as great felf-murderers by 
nature, as the reft of the world; fo even, fince 
grace took a dealing with you, fuch are the 
remains of that felf-difpofition, an innumera- 
ble inftances, that it may be faid, even to you 
that are the true Ifrael of God, O Wrael! thou 
haf deftroyed thyelf. And though God had no 
other controverfy againft Scotland, than eyen 
the iniquties of fons and daughters, it is enough ; 
their unwatchfulnefs, their untendernefs, their 
neglect of a gofpel-converfation, neglect of re- 
lative duties; their deteftable neutrality in the 
matters of God; their grievous infenfibility 
of the difhonours done to Chrift; their little 
love to, and fympathy with one another; their 
bitternefs and prejudice againft one another ; 
their felf-feeking, and Wer tetin and pre- 
paring their own houfes, building to themfelves 
ceiled houfes, while the houfe of the Lord hes wafte ; 
their carnal eafe, when they fhould be fighting 
the Lord’s battles, and following him without the 
cap. When David would perfuadeUriah,25am. 
xi, 11. to go to his houfe, and enjoy the lawful 
pleafures of his bed, he refufed it, faying, The 
ark and Irael and Judah, abide in tents, and my Lord 
Foab, and the fervants of my Lord, encamp im the open 
fields, and fhall I go home, and eat and drink, and ly 
in my bed of eafe and pleafure? ds the Lord hv- 
eth, I will dono Juch thing. This looked like a 
man truly concerned for the ark and Ifrael of 
God, Many of us do not fo much as forbearour 
unlawful pleafures of pride and wantonnels. 
Though the ark of the Lord abide im tents, and 
though the church be going to the wildernefs, 
or encamp in the open fields, yet many remain loiter- 
ing in their beds of eafe, and pleafure, and 
floth: but God loves not jollity, when he calls 
for mourning; nor floth, when he calls for 
watching, and appearing for him, 

Again, The godly fometimes have deftroyed 
themfelves by their divifions among themfelves. 
May I not fay with the apoftle, 1 Cor. xi. 18. 
I hear that there are divifions among you, and I partly 
believe it? and we know fome eyident effects of 
it. But, O my dear friends, what a reproach 
is it to your Chriftian profeion, to hear of pray- 
ing focieties divided againft praying Jocieties ? It 
was obferved by enemies themfelves, to the 
commendation of the primitive Chriftians, “ Be- 
“ hold! how they love one another.” Alas! how 
reproachful is it, if the contrary be faid of you, 
Behold, how they hate one another; how they 
bite and devour one another. What a mifera- 
ble thing it is, if in matters that either might 
be accommodated, or born with, Chriftians 
fhould deftroy themfelves, and deftroy one a- 
nother? How is our God thus difhonoured, 
the gofpel difcredited, religion wounded, and 
the hands of witnefles for reformation weak- 
ened? : . 

Ina word, The children of God themfelves 
have, at_this day, deftroyed themfelves, by 
leaving their fir? /ove, by their carnality in their 
work and walk, and their evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing from the living God: by thefe fines 
they deftroy themfelves, deftroy their peace, 
deftroy their comfort, deftroy their affurance, 
deftroy their freedom in coming to God, de- 
ftroy their name and credit. They deftroy their 
beauty and livelinefs, and provoke God to write 
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bitter things againft them. Yea, the children of 
grace may, by their uncircumfpect walk, pro- 
voke their heavenly Father to break them with 
breach upon breach, and to bring heavy ftrokes, 
both temporal and {piritual, upon them, Deut. 
Xxxviil..58, 59. Let none of God’s people there- 
fore fay, fuch and fach inftruments have de- 
{troyed us, minifters and judicatories have de- 
{troyed our church-privileges and liberties, and 
robbed us of our fpiritual rights. Whatever 
truth be in this, that way of {peaking looks 
not like due humiliation before God; for thefe 
are but the fruits of God’s anger againft us for 
our fin; Behold thou art wroth, for we have finned, 
‘Ifa. Ixiv. 5. It is an angry God that leaves a 
generation of finners that are felf-deftroyers, 
to be alfo deftroyer’s.of one another; and there- 
fore let us blame ourfelves, becaufe we have 
finned, and brought on all this deftru€tion up- 
on ourfelves. It would look like kindly humih- 
ation, if every one were faying, I am the Achan 
that hath troubled the camp of I/rael ; 1am the Jo- 
nah that hath raifed this ftorm of wrath, lam 
the finner that hath provoked God.to leave 
minifters and judicatories to themfelves; and 
to leave his houfe defolate; it is I that have 
provoked him to fend the loofe, lax, and cor- 
rupt miniftry here and there through the land; 
itis [that have provoked him to leave fome 
ood minifters to make fad defe¢tion; for it is 
poflible Ifrael’s fins may provoke God to leave 
a minifter, as good as Aaron the faint of God, to 
Jet up.a Golden calf in Horeb. Let every one of 
us not only hear the charge, O Irael! thou haf 
defroyed thyfelf; but let us take with the charge, 
faying, lam the perfom that hath deftroyed my- 
felf, and deftroyed the generation, and my fin 
may juftly proyoke him to fend more heayy 
deftruction yet, and terrible defolation; for if 
every fin deferves God’s heavy wrath, what may 
my aggravated fins provoke him to? We never 
ly open to mercy, or to, gofpel-grace, fo much 
as when we take with the law-charge, and an- 
{wer to the voice of God, O Jacl! thou haft de- 
Stroyed thyfelf; Truth, Lord, | have deftroyed my- 
felf. And if brought to this, then hear and 
confider i 2 


The /econd branch of the text, Jn me is thy help; 
importing, that our relief and deliverance igs 
only owing to God, and his fovereign mercy; 
To the Lord our God belongs mercy and forgivenefs, 
though we have rebelled againf_ him, Dan, ix. 9. 
And fince all have deftroyed themfelves, none 
can be faved but in a way of free mercy, as 
God fays to Mofes, Exod. xxxiii. 19. J will be 
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and /hew mercy 
to whom Iwill /hew mercy. He might juftly fuf- 
fer all to go on in ruining them{elves eternal- 
ly; but as he proclaims mercy in the gofpel, 
fo to whomfoever he extends mercy, he mutt 


do it by an act of fovereign grace, delivering . 


them out of their own murdering and deftroy- 
ing hands... oka 

Now, Surs, here is another root of ¢rue re- 
pentance and humiligtion; the former is a true Jenfe 
of fn, as a deftroyer; the next is an apprebenfion 
of the mercy of God in Cory, as a Saviour, and 
the only help In me is thy help. The root of 
true rehgion lies in a, right view of ourfelves, 
and our own finfulnefs ; and next in a right 
view of God and his grace: for clearing this 
mattenl offer a few-rematksustevar os ate o 

Firft, tremark, from the {cope of God’s words 
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here, “That he takes occafion from our /ins, to 
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ed, in faving a few, when he might have con- 
ste all,” than. there is juftice fhewed, in 


ee mercy is ab/olite, having gelpect to 
1 t 


asad 


with the firtt promife, wherein mercy was pro- 
the root 


gin at Jerufalem, who had juftnc 
per hands in his blood! Why, they have BA 
need of mercy; and the offer of it tothem wil 
manifelt the fovereig pty of it.. Owho would 
not then put in for a thare of mercy in the blood 
of Chrift? Why fhould we refufe our own mer- 
cy? Here 1s water, what hinders but we are bap- 
tized? Here is blood, what hinders but we are 
wathed? Nothing hinders but our own wilful 
refufing, and continuing to deftroy ourfelves. 
Men will not welcome this offer of grace; the 
faey ups obftinate till God create a, will, anc 
make them willing im the day of his power: and 
hence all that are helped, and faved out of their 
Nieapaioy Png bad, Po bs faved bya agp 
of fovereign mercy ; Jn me is thine he ip. Again, 

The fecond remark I offer is, “ That the nature 
“ of Gop requires, that, in helping and faving 
“of finners, his mercy be free and fovereign 2” 
} 


m himfelf without us; and it is at his option 
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31 
much as it was at his option to make men or 
not. He does what he will among the armies of 
heaven. Hence he exercifes fovereignty in the 
caule why he fhews mercy, even becau/e he will 
Jbew mercy ; fovereignty in the perfon whom he 
faves ; in the time when he faves them, in the 
inftruments by whom; and the means by 
which he faves them. I might fhew, at large, 
how he does all this according to his own will 
and pleafure; Of his own will begat he us by the 
word of truth, James i. 18. 
Lhirdly, 1 remark, “ That the nature of man 
requires.this, that if he be faved, it be by the 
“ free, Jovereign grace, and mercy of . God.” 
‘What is man? he isa de/picable creature, a worm; 
Fear not, worm Jacob. If Urael, that were fuch 
a vaft multitude, Uke the frars of heaven, the nu- 
merous offspring of Jacob, be but a worm in 
God's fight, then what is one-man? Yea, be- 
fore God all the nations of the earth are as nothing, 
yea, lefs than nothing and vanity, Ifa. xl. 15. What 
alittle piece of that nothing are we, that God 
fhould pity us! Man isa deformed creature, 
over-run with the loathfome leprofy of fin; if 
there be any hope for fuch, it mutt be of the 
free grace of God. Yea, man is a rebellious 
creature, as I have formerly fhewed; he is nei- 
ther able nor willing to help himéelf, but ative 
and wilful in deftroying himielf. He defpifes 
and oppofes all the loving arguments and iuvita- 
tions to be reconciled with God, 2 Cor. v. 20. And 
becaufe we cannot win at God himfelf, we cru- 
cify the Sou of God, as the Jews did when he.came 
upon the errand of falvation. Here isthe tem- 


‘14 


. perof the fons of Adam, till grace fubdue their 


enmity, . Is there any thing here to move God 
todavé? O! if free grace did not move itfelf, 
we would perfift for ever in our enmity. The 
{alvation. that he brings us to,-is neither de- 
ferved nor defired by us. Deferved it cannot 
be, where there is fuch a defert of hell and 
wrath: defred it is not, unlefs God create that 
defire of falvation, through Chrift, in thefe who 
by nature wilfully reject him. . Hence, 
Fourthly, | remark, “ ‘That the nature of the 
“ help that he gives and offers, is fuch as de- 
“ clares it to be only in himfelf that our help 
“ lies.” I-{hall inftance in the powerful help 
we need, both as to juftifying and fan ctifying 
mercy.. There are two great attributes of fin, 
guilt and power. 
~ 1. Who can help the guilt of fin, but a God 
of infinite power? It requires greater power to 
pardon fm, than to work a miracle upon the bo- 
dy ; Whether is it eafier ta fay, Thy fins be forgiven 
thee, or to fay, Arife and walk? ~ But that. ye -may 
know, that the Son of man hath power on earth to 
Sorgive fins, &c. Mat, ix. 5. The Pharifecs made 
the objection, Who can forgive fins but God ? Chrifk 
takes their own argument, and ufes it againft 
themfelves, fhewing that he was God, becaufe 
he could forgive fin. Why, can God only help 
from the guilt of fin? Why, the guilt of fir 
hat the whole ftrength of God's law to back 
it, and take part with ir; and God's law hath 
the whole frength of infinite juftice to main- 
rain it: therefore there muftbean infinite power 
to take away the guilt of fin, even that fame 
power that can fatisfy infinite juftice. ” 


_, 2:, Who can help away with the power of fin? 
Sin is not only an eneny but enmity ; and to kill 
comity apa ncpda nec againtt God. 1s more than 
to create a world out of nothing, where there is 


nothing to refift.. To takeaway fin, and bring 
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in grace, that are fuch direct oppofites, requires 
infinite power to effect it. There is in the un- 
derftanding an incapacity to underfland the things 
of God; tor, The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God; they are fooli/hne/s to him.. Hence 
the weapons of the gofpel warfare are powerful 
through God, to pull down firong holds, and caft down 
vain imaginations, that exalt themjelves againft the 
knowledge of Chrift, and raife millions of objec- 
tions againft him: and when God helps the 
foul, he has all thefe aE to wit Thy 

eople /hall be willing inthe day of thy power. Thence 
fifo he fame nae that raifed Chrift from the 
dead, is requifite for raifing a finner out of the 
grave of fin. Let men talk of the power of 
nature as they will; let me fee any of them 
that can raife themfelves, Eph. i. 19, 20. The 
change that God works when he takes away 
the power of fin, is from darkne/s to light, from 
death to life; and, as it were, from being beatfts 
to be men; The beaft of the field /hall honour me, 
the dragons and the owls, Ua. xliii. 20. Thefe beafts 
are men, who elfewhere are compared to the 
wild afs’s-colt; This people have I formed for my- 
Jel, they [hall fhew forth my praife, ver. 21. To 
make a finner a faint, is as much as to make 
a beaft a faint, or to turn a ftone to a child of 
Abrabam. Therefore in God only is our help. 


And now to apply this branch of the text. 
Hence, 

1. We may fee where the help of a ruined 
church lies. Scotland hath deftroyed herfelf, 
but where lies her help? Vain is the help of man; 
vain is the help of princes and parliaments ; 
vain is the help of church-judicatories. The 
poor fcattered flocks in Scotland, opprefled with 
the violent obtrufion of birelings upon them, 
have been crying to judicatories for help, but 
in vain ; their tender mercies have been cruelties *. 
Yea, vain is the help of all creatures, even of 
thefe to whom fomeare now looking for help; I 
mean,a handfulof MrnisTERs aflociated toge- 
ther for the relief of the poor opprefled people 
of God, and for teftifying againft the corruptions 
and. defections of the day; vain, I fay, is their 
help, unlefs the Lord put to his hand ; for, Jf 
the Lord do not build the city, the builders build in 
vain. tis the Man whofe name is the BRANCH, 
that mutt build the temple of the Lord, and bear the 
glory: your help lies in the name of the Lord, that 
made heaven and earth. Yet hence fee, 

2. That it is the Lord only that can raze up 
- helpers, and Saviours in mount Zion ; and therefore 
to himalone ought wetolook, that hewould put 


a blefling in any means and endeavours towards . 


Reformation. Our help being only in the Lord 
does not exclude the ufe of means, but obliges: 
us thereunto, with an eye to his helping hand. 
And furely, the Lord is calling us to fome other 
thing, than the prefent judicatories are doing. 
Ts it not duty at this day to go out, and dofome 
things thatthe judicatories in Scotland will not 
do?—Is it not duty before God at this day, to 
afert and vindicate openly, thefe truths of God 
that judicatories have been burying; and to 
attempt, in his ftrength, to lift up that crown 
of our royal King Jefus, which is profaned on 
the ground ?—Is it not duty from the word of 
God to confef/s, that we and our fathers have finned, 
and to difcover and lay open thefe fins and de- 
fections for which the wrath of God is coming 


* This affair was formerly laid open, Vol, “1. p. 631, 635, 636, 648; 662, 670. $e 0IC SSSI 
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on fuch a generation as weare; and which yet 
the judicatories will not do, but rather cover 
and hide, declaring, that they will not return 
to God this way, by confefling all their parti- 
cular defections? And becaufe judicatories will 
not do it, {hall it be done by none?) When God 
fays, J wall go and return to my place, till they ac- 
knowledge their iniquity, and feek my face, ought we 
not to go away when God goes away, and leave 
them whom God leaves? At leaft till God’s 
term-day, till they acknowledge their fin, and feek 


bis face; and, at leaft, fo far as to take a con- 


trary courfe, namely, of faffing, hunnhation, and 
Jolemn acknowledgment of fin. When judicatories 
are faying they will not appoint any fafts; they 
fee no occafion for it; is it not duty from the 
word of God to feed Chrift’s lambs, which the 
judicatories areftarving; or to gather his flock, 
whom they are fcattering and opprefling, by 
their violent meafures in obtruding hirelings 
upon them, and opening the door to grievous 
wolves to enter in? And, is it not duty, not only 
to pray the Lord of the harveft to fend forth faithful 
labourers to it, but alfo to join hand with thefe 
that are willing to be active in this matter; and 
to give help in this work, wherein the glory 
of God, and the good of fouls is much con- 
cerned?—lIs it not duty to ¢efify for Chrift, as 
folemnly and judicially as providence gives oc- 
cafion, when judicatories are unwilling to bear 
witnefs for Chrift ; yea, and have thrown faith- 
ful teftimonies, offered to them, over the bar; 
befides their refufing Inftructions, Petitions, and 
a multitude of Remonftrances thefe many ‘years 
bygone?—lIs it not duty from the word of God, 
for thefe that bear a good-will to the caufe of 
Chrift, be they never fo few in number, to do 
their duty, and to obey the command of their 
higheft Lord, when the greater part are Com- 
bining to difobey him?—lIs it not evident, as 
with a fun-beam, that it is warrantable from 
the word, for the lefler part of the church, 
were it but two or three to whom the promife 
is made, (yea, were it but two or three in the 
whole catholick church) to do the work of God 
which the reft will not do, be the confequence 
what it will; and let men call their practice 
Jeparation, or what they pleafe? 

3. Here is a door of hope caft open for poor, 
perifbing, Jelf-deftroying finners, even for the great- 
eft of finners, for publicans and perfecuting Sauls, 
for Manaffehs, and Mary Magdalenes. Godcan 
make ufe of knotty timber, for building his 
temple: he can take brands out of the fire, that have 
the fmoke of hell about them: O J/rael! thou 
haft deftroyed thyfelf; but im me is thine help. Here 
is no room left either for defpair or prefump- 
tion. ; 

(1.)- Beware of pre/umption. Some prefumptu- 
oufly may fay, If our help lies only in God, 
then we need do nothing in the ufe of means ; 


as.if one fhould fay, the wind only can make | 


the fhip to fail, therefore we need not ly at the 
fhore and wait for it. Say not, If my works 
cannot fave me, I may go on in my fin; for 
though good works cannot fave you, yet your 
ill works can damn you: though you cannot 
fave yourfelf, yet you can deftroy yourfelf more 
and more: therefore beware of prefumption. 
And likewife, ene 

(2.) Beware of de/pair, when fuch a door of 
hope is caft open. Though you be nothing 


| but 
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dry bones live. Yea, not only, notwithftanding 
your fin, can God fave and help you, but be- 
caufe of the greatnefs of your fin, he can fhew 
the greatnefs of his grace. Hence faid the 


 pfalmitt, Pardon mine iniquity, for it is great. God 


waits to be gracious, Wa. xxx. 18.. He can take 
occafion from your finfulnefs, to magnify his 
mercy, faying, / have feen his ways, and will heal 
him. We can'make your fin, though it be a 
good reafon why he fhould damn you, yet he 
can make it a reafon why he will fave you, 
and pity you, Hof. ii. 13, 14. Therefore, 

- Ofmner! that haf deftroyed thyfelf, come and 
accept of the ofer of mercy, the offer of God’s help; 
forin him only lies your help. Accept of the 
offer of Chrift the mighty helper, on whom 
God hath laid all: your help; all difcourage- 
ments ‘are out of the way; all hinderances on 
God’s part are actually removed; the law is 
fulfilled; juftice fatisfied, everlafting righteoufne/s 
as brought in: all bars and impediments on your 


- part are virtually removed, in the purchafe 


made by the blood of Chrift.. It will aggravate 
your mifery for ever, if you refufe mercy; yea, 
this is: treating God:worfe than the worlt of 


men will treat the vileft of men: they will do 


good to*thefe that: do good to them: but will 
you {pit in the:face of mercy, and do ill toGod, 
becaufe he does good to you?» 

God commands:you to come to his Chritt, 
andaccept of his mercy, and take his help; 
Lhis is:bis commandment, that ye believe in bis Son, 


_and:his command is powerful to effect it; faith 


comes by hearing his word, his command. Thus 
at fhall be to fome whom he hath a mind to 
help: Nor does he deceive others, by icom- 
manding and calling of them, becaufe thus he 


touches: their confcience, and difcovers their 


enmity; while by the word they are convinced, 
and yet not conquered; which fhews the more 


that their ruin is of themfelves..: 


\O finner! thou baft defiroyed thyfelf: yea, thy 


unbelief is the fin that would’ deftroy God, if 


itcould. It deftroys his truth, and makes him 


_ aliar; it deftroys his mercy, and fays he is 


cruel, notwithftanding all his offers of grace. 
By unbelief refufing God’s help, you, in an 
eminent manner, darken and oppofe the glory 
of God; his glorious perfections, that {hine 
only moft bright in the face of Jefus, on whom 
your help is laid; and oppofe his higheft de- 
fign for glorifying thefe perfeétions, Eph. 3 
11,—14. Your unbelief is direct murder, by 
which, more than all your other fins, you de- 
flroy yourfelf. Why, it isa fin that rejects the 
Ss remedy. There is no balm in Gilead, no phy- 
wees 
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fician there, but Chrift,, Acts iv. 12. and him you 
1 ndervalue. It isa fin that binds all your o- 

fins upon you. Though all fin be damn- 
-and killing, yet no fin fhall damn you, if 
‘add not thereto the fin of neglecting and 
30d’s help and mercy, that he offers 

ly are not thefe condemned that 
it beca 
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fufes a whole eternity of glorious and unfpeak- 
able happinefs, and chufes rather fin and death. 
Unbelief leaves you without all excufe, or the 
leaft fhadow and colour of excufe, John xv. 22. 
You mutt be fpeechlefs in the great day. You 
cannot fay pardon and falvation was not offer- 
edto you; you cannot fay the offer was not 
full and free; you cannot fay you had to do 
with a hard matter. And as it will leave you 
without excufe, fo without appeal. Here we 
may fay, as in 1 Samvii. 25. Jf a man fin againfe 
another, the judge fhall judge him; but if a man jin 
againft the Lord, who /hall entreat for hin? ba 
man fin againft the law, he may appeal to the 
gofpel, and the grace of God in Chrift; but if 
he reject Chrift, and the grace of the gofpel, 
where then {hall he appeal? Truly there is no 
relief to be found for him. A finner may ap- 
peal from juftice to the mercy-feat: but if he 
flight the offer of mercy, he hath nothing to 
appeal to, that may adminifter relief to him. 
Nay, thus he, in effect, pulls down the mer- 
cy-feat. 


Let me‘exhort you, then, to come to Jefus 
for help and /alvation, O. felf-deftroying: finner, 
that you may not be eternally deftroyed. Is it 
like a reafonable foul, tolive in that miferable 
cafe, to fland tottering upon the brink of To- 
phet, and dancing merrily away to everlafting 
deftruttion? To be living at the mercy of death, 
or of every difeafe tending thereto, which, if it 
will but fall upon thee, will fend thee into the 
burning pit? Suppofe you faw a condemned 
wretch, hanging over Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery 
furnace, by nothing but atwined thread, ready 
to break every moment, would not your heart 
tremble for fuch an one?» Why, but thou art 
the man, infinitely more miferable man: or 
woman: this-is thy very cafe, thou waft never 
yet drawn to Chrift by all the preaching ever 
you heard. What if the thread of thy life 
fhould break? You know not but it may, 
the next night, the next day, the next mo- 
ment; and where wouldft thou then be? Whi- 
ther wouldift thou drop? Behold, upon the 
crack of this thread of life, thou falleft into the 
lake that burns with fire and brimflone, where thou 
fhalt ly, and die, and roar for ever, even as lon 
as God hath a being, if thou dieft in thy pre- 
fent cafe: and yet does not thy foul tremble, nor 
begin to j/mite upon thy breaft, and bethink thy- 
felf, what need thou hatt of this Jefus that is 
offered to thee, and who requires thee to come * 
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come; and him that cometh, I will in no wife caft out. 
The day of wrath is not yet come; the day of 
grace is yet continued, notwithftanding all the 
offers of grace you have flighted heretofore. 
Sometimes God makes them very gracious who 
have been very gracelefs, fuch as Paul, Manaf- 
feh, and Mary Magdalene: whatever, therefore, 
be your finfulnefs and filthinefs, there is a foun- 
tain opened to the houfe of David, and the mbabitants 
of Ferufalem, for fin and for wncleanne/s. Though 
you had crucified the Sonof God, here is his blood 
that cleanfes from all fin. Though your heart be 
made of flint and ftone, yet God can of flones 
raife up children to Abraham. 

O young finner, come to Jefus. He welcomes 
young feekers of him, faying,.They that eek me 
early {hall find me. Old finner, that haft long been 
dead in fin, and rotting in the grave of corrup- 
tion, and buried among the ftuff of this world, 
oh! wilt thou arife, and come outof thy grave? 
The Mafter calls upon you. Come, come, and 
feek to him, that he may glorify his name in 
your falvation. What think you is his reafon 
in calling fuch wretched finners as you are? It 
is jut upon a defign of glorifying himfelf in 
your falvation. It is, 1. To magnify the grace 
of God, that where fin hath abounded, grace may 
much more abound. 2. Itis tomagnify the blood 
of Chrift, that can wafh away fuch {fcarlet- 
coloured fins as yours are. 3. Itis to magnify 
the power of the Spirit, that can convert and 
draw to himfelf fuch a ftubborn finner as thou 
art. Othen wilt thou fall in with this defign 
of God, praying, that God may glorify himfelf; 
that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft may be mag- 
nifiedin your falvation. Alas! wretched finner! 
wilt thou neither let God have the honour he 
craves, nor your foul the happinefs it wants? 

Let none object, faying, O this help is far off, 
wheri God fays, It is im me ; in me is thy help. God 
fpeaks here in the prefent time; and God isa 
prefent help. Chriftthe helper is not at a diftance, 
He is IMMANUEL, God with us; and you need 
not fay, Who will afcend to bring him down? and 
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ter, we have the Lord reproving this 
; people for their flothfulnefs in building 
the temple, which provoked God to contend 
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defcend to bring him up? He ts near, in this word, 
and you are called totake him at his word, 


and to take his help offered in this word; Jn 


me 1s thine help. Ds inte . 
Neither let any object, faying, “ O this help 


isnot for me; may be it is not defigned for © 


me; perhaps he hath not a mind to give help 
tome.” Why, man, woman, how {hall you 
know God’s mind, but by his word? And will 
you contradict the truth of God flatly, faying, It 
is not for me, when heis faying, Jn me is thy 
belp ; thy help, man, thy help, woman, thy help, 
O felf-deftroying finner? Do not, through un- 
belief, make God a liar, faying, In him is not 
my help, when he is faying fo exprefly, Jn me 
is thy help. How will this aggravate thy con- 
demnation, if thou neglecte/?t this great falvation; 
when to thee is:the word of this falvation fent? To 
thee is this help fent: O poor foul, put it not 
away from thee.  vilabs shageetieng 
Let none fay, How is it poflible thatI can be 
faved? when you fee it is God that undertakes 
the work, faying, Jn me is thy help. Look to me 
and be faved; for I am God, and there is none elfe ?. 
Is there any thing too hard for metodo? And 
let none fay, Alas! I am without ftrength, I 
can do nothing for myfelf and my own relief, 
I can do nothing but ruin myfelf. Itis true; 
and therefore God fays not in thee is thy help, 
but zn me. Never look for a ground of faith or 
hope in thyfelf; for thou fhalt never find it any 
where, but 22 me: in my name, in my blood; 
in my promife, in my power, in my free mer- 
cy and fovereign grace, reigning through ju- 
ftice-fatisfying righteoufnefs to eternal life; In 
me is thy help. Come and take what belongs to 
thee through my fovereign grant in this word 
of grace; and take it by believing upon my di- 
vine teftimony, and believing it with particu- 
lar application to thyfelf, that zm me is thy help: 
he that thus believeth fhall be faved. Sarat 
May the Lord himielf perfuade you to come 
to him for help, who fays, O Jrael! thou haft 
deftroyed thyfelf; but in me is thine help. 
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the foundation, or'to raife the ftructure upon 
the foundations that had been laid fometime 
before, they might obferve, from that time, yea, 
from that very day, a remarkable turn for the 
better, to all their affairs: Js the feed yet in the 
barn? yea, as yet the vine, and the jig-tree, and the 
pomegranate, and ihe olive-tree hath not brought forth: 
Srom this day will I blefs you, ver. 19. Nothing 
appears, might he fay, to promife a good har- 
veft and vintage next year; nature doth not 
promife it: but, now that the foundation of 
the temple is laid, and you apply yourfelves, 
inearneit, to this temple-work, the God of na- 
ture promifes it, and that with a diefine. From 
this day will I blefs you. 

In which words you may obferve thefe five 
things. 1. A great privilege under the name 
of blefing. 2. The author of this bleffing, in 
the pronoun /...3. The objec? thereof, in the 
pronoun you. 4, The certainty of it, wii blef 
you. \§. The term of its commencement, Irom 
THis DAY will I blefs you. 
oot. The great privilege here mentioned under 
the name of dlefing. What blefing is here {po- 
ken of? It is not, indeed, temporal profperity, 
and outward plenty only; but, whenthefecome 
with a blefling, and are promifed as fuch, they 
come in among the number of /piritual bleffines, 
and include alfo fpiritual profperity, as well as 
temporal. A man may have outward profpe- 
rity, and yet be curfed in his bafket and fore ; but 
when. he hath it with God’s favour, foas to be 
blefed in his bafket and in his flore, then it comes 
in among the rank of /aving bleffings.. The :pri- 
vilege then here is fuch as includes all faving 
bleflings. 

2. The author of this bleffing is God: J will 
ble/s you. The blefling here fpoken of is God’s 
blefling; than which nothing can be defired 
more to make a creature happy: for, The ble/- 
Jing of the Lord maketh rich ; and.thofe whom he 
blefles:are bleffed indeed. God’s blefling is 
much worth. Men may blefs; and yet at the 


““ fame time God’s curfe may make them mifer- 
y 


able: but when God blefles, mens curfes can do 
_ them no harm; for, God’s blefling takes away 
_ the curfe both from crofles and comforts. 

3- The certainty of it, I will ble/s you. It. is 


- fixed by God’s unchangeable will; and his. | 


will 1s determined in his unchangeable word 
of promife: when God fays, J wit ble/s you, 
it 1s impoflible but the blefling mutt take 
place; and when God’s I will is heard by 
faith, it brings in full affurance, and ftrong 
comolation. As when God fays, I witu take 
away the heart of fone, and give the- heart of fle/h ; 
T wilh put my Spirit within you; | wit /prinkle 
you with clean water; I wii be your God; taith’s 
echo is, “ Amen, Lord, thy will be done.” 
_And when God’s J will and our Amen meet to- 
gether, then our will goes in to God's will, and 
the thing w/led is certain and fure; yea, firmer 
than mountains of brafs: for God’s will is un- 
alterable, his promife unchangeable; he has 
Saithfulne/s for the girdle of his loins. 
' 4. You have the objects of this blefling, in the 
pronoun you. It is true, this you is not in the 
original; but is fitly enough fupplied by our 
tranflators ; forit is plainly underftood, though 
the words run, From this day will I blefi. As if 
he had faid, Hitherto curfes and miferies have 
taken place ems een but henceforth die 
Jfngs and happine/s thall take place: Jn blefing I 
will blefs. But whom will he thus blefs? Why, 
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the perfons underftood here, are thefe, who, 
through grace, are determined to apply them- 
felves to temple-work,and temple-reformation. 
And fo, 

5. You have the ¢erm or time, from which the 
blefling commences, From THis Day will I blefs 
you: that is, from» the day that the foundation of 
the Lord’s temple was laid. And here lies the prin- 
cipal emphafis of the text; and therefore, we 
have this from four times repeated: Confider now 
FROM this day, and upward; FROM the four and 
twentieth day of the ninth month; even Rom the day 
that the foundation of the Lord's temple was laid; con- 
jider it, FROM this day will I ble/s you. It is the 
beft day’s work that ever was done; and it is 
the beft day that ever you had in your life; 
for from hence you may date your happinefs, 
even from the day that the foundation of the Lord's 
temple was laid. 

Now, you are to remember that the temple 
was typical of Chrift; not only of Chritt per/o- 
nal, in whom. dwells all the fulnefs of the Godhead 
bodily ; as God dwelt in the temple of old fym- 
-bolically, towards which facred temple, Chrift 
Jefus, we are always to look for acceptance: 
with God; and, like Jonah, to /ookagain towards 
his holy temple; but alfo Chrift: myfical was typi- 
fied by the temple; that is, the church, which 
is the houfe of God, whereof Chrift is the living 
frone, the jure foundation; and all believers, as 
living ftones, are built up a /piritual houfe in him; 
as you have it explained, 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. Heb. 
mi. 6. Eph. 1. 20,91 Corsiii. 17. 2 Cor. vie 16. 
Thus their building of the temple did fignify 
the reformation of the church, having /aid the 
foundation, which reprefents the fecuring of the 
ground-work of religion: 

Now, let us gather fome fpiritual leffon from 
this, that they were blefled from the very day in 
which the foundation of the Lord’s temple was 
laid inva literal fenfe, The fpiritual myftery 
here reprefented) is the following doéfrine, 
which I take from the words, confidered with 
their connexion. 


OxssERv, That all faving bleffings do actually com- 
mence from the day the foundation of the fpiritual 
temple is actually laid. FROM THIS DAY WILL 
I BLeEss You; that is, fromtheday thatthe 
foundations of the Lord’s temple were laid. 


Tufe the word actually in both branches of 
the doctrine, becaufe I {peak not of what was 
done ‘decretively, in the purpofe of God, from 
eternity; nor of what was done virtually, in the 
council of peace, and covenant of redemption; 
nor. of what was done fundamentally and merito- 
rioufly, when Chrift died at Jerufalem; but ra- 
ther of the actual fruits and produce of thefe, 
when they actually take place in a day of power: 
and therefore, I fay, my doctrine 1s, That all 
faving bleffings do actually commence, from the day that 
the foundation of the /piritual temple is actually laid. 
See Eph. i. 3. and ii. 27. compared; where you 
fee all {piritual faving bleffings doactually take 
place, from the time that the foul is united to 
Chrift, the fure foundation; which is the day 
wherein the foundation of the {pritual temple 
is laid. 

But for the further clearing and confirming 
of this doctrine, I propofe the following me- 
thod, namely, iqabiee sien 
» 1, I would thew what this /piritual temple is, 
IL. What is the foundation thereof, 9. 
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it. How this foundation is /aid. 
iV. I would fpeak a littleof the day in which 
* the foundation is laid, and from which 
blefings take their date. 
V. Shew what blefings do commence from 
this day. . 
VI. Prove, by fome particular arguments 


: and reafons, that faving bleflings do acfu- 


i 


ally commence from that day. 
VII. Make application of the whole fubject. 


I. The firft thing we are to do then, is, ‘Fo 
fhew what this /prritual temple is. We told you, 
that the temple was a type of Chrift my/lcal, 
and Chritt perfonal; and I defign to exclude none 
of them in the progrefs of my difcourfe. 

Now, the temple was a type of Chrift my/ii- 
cal; that is, of the church of God, and of par- 
ticular believers, in many refpects; who, there- 
fore, are frequently called, the temple of God, 
and the temple of the Holy Ghoft; and the type and 
antitype agree in thefe, and the like following 
particulars. ee 

1. The temple wasa very /ately building ; with- 
out, very fumptuous; and within, very glori- 
ous: built of many ftones, many ‘materials ; 
yet all making up but one temple, upon one 
foundation; and having three principal parti- 
tions, namely, the outward court, for the peo- 
ple; the fanétuary, for the priefts; and the 
holy of holies, into which the high prieft on- 
ly entered once a year, with the blood of the 
facrifice. — Well, fo it is here with the fpiritu- 
al temple, the church. Itis a ftately building, 
a building of God; her vifible glory without is 
very {plendid, when rightly conftitute with re- 
{pect to doctrine, difcipline, worfhip, and go- 
vernment; and her invifible glory much more; 
for, the king’s daughter 1s all gloricus within. Chritt 
myftical, being made up of many materials 
taken out from among Jews and. Gentiles; 
many lively fones, built upon Chrift himfelf, 
who is the chief corner-ftone; in whom all the 
building, fitly framed together, grows up into a holy 
temple in the Lord. .\n which fpiritual temple, 
there are, as it were, thefe three particulars, 
viz. the outer court of the vifible church, in- 
cluding all profeflors; the fanctuary of the in- 
vifible church, peculiar to the holy priefthood, 
namely, all true believers, who are made kings 
and priefts unto God; and the holy of holies; ‘hea- 


_ ven itfelf, wherein the fpirits of juft men made 
- perfect are triumphant in the prefence of God, . 


and of the Lamb, that glorious High-prieft, 
that went into the holieft of all, with the blood 
of the facrifice, which he had offered of him- 
So eee Mir «he SS BS ate | Be Line a ce eee 
_ 2, The temple was the /ettled place of God's pub- 


lic worfhip, and folemn facrificings’: there all 


the facrifices, oblations, and incenfe were to be 
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temple of God, fays the apoftle, him /hall God de- 
firoy ; for the temple of God is holy ; which temple 


ye are, 1 Cor. iii. 17... The church invifible is ~ . 


holy not only by /éparation from the unholy 
corrupt mafs of the world, 2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. 
and by dedication to God, and his holy fervice; 
but alfo by jufuication, through the imputed 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, their Head, in whom 
they have a perfect holinefs, or righteoufnefs; 


being perfect though his comline/s put upon them,Ezek. © 


xvi. 14.: and by /anchfication, and implanted ho- 
linefs ; having the Spirit of Chrift in them as 
the principle of fan¢tification ; and therefore, 

4. The temple was a place of God’s /piritual 
prefence and refidence among his people: there 
were the fymbols of his prefence; there he 
dwelt between the.cherubims; there he met 
with his people, and communed with them. 
—So-the church of Chrift, and all the true 
members thereof, are the habitation of God through 
the Spirit ; they are the temples of the living 
God. God dwells in them; walks in them; 
manitefts himfelf to them; and affords them 
communion with himfelf. — at oth 


‘In a-word, the temple was God’s hou/fe: and 


fo areall believers, ‘1 Pet. iiv 5. they are built up — 


a fpiritual houfe, which God pofleffes five ways. 
They are his dwelling-houfe, his pleafure- 
houfe, his treafure-houfe, his veflel-houfe, his 
magazine-houfe, and his banqueting-houfe. 
(1.) They are his dwelling-houfe. God dwells 
there in a {pecial manner; J Salem is his taber- 
nacle, and his dwelling place in Zion, Pfal. lxxvi. 2. 
It is a fweet promife, 2 Cor. vi. 16. J will dwell 
in them. But, will. God, m very deed, dwell with 
man upon earth? Yes; This honour have all the faints. 
‘God.dwells in them by his holy Spirit, which 
he hath given them; and he dwells with them, 
fo as never totally to defert his manfion: when 
once he takes up his refidence in the foul, he 
fays, I will never leave thee, nor forfake thee. 
-) (2.). They are’his plea/ure-houfe: as he dwells 
there fo he walks there; J will dwell in them, and 
1 will walk in them. “He takes pleafure to walk 
there: This zs the bill where God defires to dwell, Pia. 
xlviti. 16. This 2s my reft, here will [ftay, for I like 
it well, Plal. cxxxil. 14. The Lord takes pleafure 


in bis people, Pfal. cxlix. 4. O wonderful! that. 


God fhould take pleafure in any of the finful 
feed of Adam; yet, asa man takes pleafure in 
his houfe, his garden, his orchard, and plant- 
e Lord in believers, who are 
frequently called his garden, Song v.1.; his vine- 
yard, Ua. v. ivy Inis planting, Ha. 1x1. 3. the plant- 


ing of the Lord that he might be glorifed.—Thus 


they are his pleafure-houfe.. — Pits ' 
_ (3.) They are his treafure-houfe. As God is 
the believer’s treafure ; fo believers are God’s 
treafure: The Lord’s portion is his people, Facob is 


the lot of bis inberitance, Deut. xxxii. 9. 


- look upon them as they are in themfelves, 2 


ftra@tly from the corner-ftone, 
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well armed with the fhield of faith, and the 
{word of the Spirit, that he can encounter the 
flrongeft Goliah: yea, and do all things, through 
 Chrift firengthening him. God's church is his caf- 


tle; and, Salvation hath God appointed for walls and 


JomORanGr Rs AEN Boos etek sik pase et 
» (5:) They are his wefel-houfe. The church 
is God's houfe, wherein all the veflels of mercy 
are hung up for ornament, as well as for ufe; 
and Chrift is the mail faftened in a fure place, on 
which. all thefe veffels do hang: J will faften him 
as anail in a fire place; and they fball hang upon 
him all the glory of his Father's houfe, all veffels of 
Small quantity, from the veffels of cups, to the veffels 
of flaggons, Wa.) xxii. 23, 24... Believers, weak 
and ftrong, veffels of all forts and fizes. © Nei- 
ther are believers empty veflels, whatever they 
‘Beni Memilelnes sfory AW died ie? SA 
. (6.) They are his banquetting-houfe; He brought 
me to the banquetting houfe, and his banner over me 
was love, Song ii. 4. The church of God; I 
mean, the aflemblies of his faints in ordinances, 
are his parlour, where he feeds; He feedeth a- 
mong the tiles, till the day break, and the Joadow's 
fy away. Hekeeps a banquet among his peo- 


ple; and both he and they feed and fup toge- 
ther. . It is a wonderful text, though ordinari- 
ly cited, Rev. iii..20. Behold, I Stand at the door 
and knock ; if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door; Iwill come in to him, and will fup with him, 
and he with me. . He fball.fup with.me; thatis, he 
fhall. partake of my Spirit and graces, that 
- fhall-be.as comfortable to the foul as: meat to 
the\body: and J will fup with him ; that is,\I 
wal eee and comiart myfelf in’ thefe ‘their 
graces which I give them, as much. as any 
man is comforted with his food. I will de- 
light to fee my own graces exercifed, as much 
-as'a.man, defpofed for meat, delights therein: 
Hence Song v.:1.. Jam come unto my garden, Lays 
Chrift. to, his Church; J have gathered my myrrh, 
with my fpices; I have eaten my, honeycomb, with 
my honey ; I have drunk my wine, with my milk, — 
Thus it is his banquetting-houfe: _ This {piri- 
_ ‘tual temple, then, is God’s houfe; his dwelling- 
—houfe; his pleafure-houfe ; his treafure-houfe; 
his magazine-houfe; his veffel-houfe; his ban- 


quetting-houfe.. | 
who? FO isha toot ei OE eet erat 
Il. The /econd thing propofed, in the general 
method, was, What is the foundation of this fpi- 
ritual temple. - ee 
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To this we anfwer, with the apoftle, 1 Cor, 


iii. 11.. Other foundation can no man lay, than that is 
daid, which is Chrift Fefus. 
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foundation; Ihave laid help upon one that is migh- 
ty. Le 1s able to fave to the uttermoft ; able to bear 
the whole weight. of the fuperitru@ture. — A- 
gain, a foundation implys confirmation, as it faft- 
ens, Cements, and unites the building, and 
brings it to an harmonious proportion. Well; 
thus Chrift is the foundation or corner-ftone? 
We are built up upon the foundation of the apoftles and 
prophets, fefus Chrift himfelf being the chief corner 
Stone, m whom all the building fitly framed together,. 
groweth up into a holy temple in the Lord, Eph. ii. 20, 
The corner-ftone faftens all the reft ; and fo 
does: Chrift confirm and conjoin all the mem: 
bers of his myftical body:in himfelf. But then, 
«1.2. Confider ow heis the foundation. And 
here, ;in fhort, you may feehe is the founda- 
tion-perfonally, doctrinally, and practically. 
—He is the foundation per/onally; he, even the 
God-man, Chrift Jefus himfelf, is the founda- 
tion laid in Zion, for fouls to be built upon ; 
He that ‘1s joined to:the Lord is one Spirit. Belierv- 
ers are not joined to the purchafe of Chrift on- 
ly, but to the perfon of Chrift» they clofe with 
his perfon.as the foundation.—Alfo, he is the 
foundation docfrinally; Chrift}is the fum of all 
gofpel. doctrine; the:fcriptures teffify of him: the 
apoftles. and. prophets are indeed called the 
foundation; but Chrift is the corner-fione of it. He 
is the foundation of that foundation; and there- 
fore, think, it-would bean odd'text that a gof- 
pel ‘minifter could'not find Chrift in.— Again, 
he is the foundation practically : he is the copy 
afterswhich every foul that comes to him will 
write; his practice is the rule and foundation 
of our practice: He hath left us an example, ‘that 
we fhould follow his feps.: But more particularly, 
/ 632:Confider, wherein he is the foundation. 
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made for the juftification of finners; and a fure 
ground laid for his peoples refurrection to glo- 
ry.—Moreover, he is the foundation in his af 
cenfion and exaltation; for, Having afcended up on 
high, he led captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men, even for the rebellious, that God the Lord mght 
dwell with them: and accordingly, now, him hath 
God exalted, with his right-hand, to be a Prince and 
Saviour, to give repentance to Ifrael, and remiffion of 
fin. 1 do not. cite all the f{criptures that I re- 
peat for gaining of time.—He is alfo the foun- 
dation in his iuterceffion: being able to fave to the 
uttermoft, all that come to God through him, becaufe 
he ever liveth to make interceffion for them.—And fo, 
finally, he is the foundation in refpect of the 
application of his whole purchafed redemption; 
being a Saviour by power as well as by price, he 
powerfully applys, by his Spirit, what hehath 
dearly purchafed with his blood: O! all you 
that would, by faith, look and lean to this 
foundation, hear his own word, Look unto me, 
and be ye Javed, all the ends of the earth; for Tam God, 
and there is none elfe. | jorrag ot ot ad 71 
.. 4. Confider whereof he is the foundation to 
his church.— Why, in general, he is the foun- 
dation of all the promises, and the:dlefings there- 
in contained; for, Jn him are all the promifes, Yea 
and Amen. .In him.are given to usiexceeding great 
and precious-promiyes. Thefe that are ftangers to 
Chritt, are frangers to the covenants of promife ; for 
Chrift is the foundation of them all.. Hath 
God promifed, J wll be thy God, and thou fhalt be 
_ my people? Hath he faid, J will take away'the heart 
of fione, and I will give you a heart of fle/h? Hath 
he faid, / will put my Spirit within you? O:take 
hold of Chrift, and you have all the promifes 
in him. You will fay, “ O what right have I 
“ to the promife, that know not if I be in 
“ Chrift?” You would know there is a right 
of accefs, and aright of poffefion. Now, I'would 
fay of the promife, as I may fay of Chrift: 
Whatright have you to Chrift? fuch right have 
you to the promifes, All you that are out of 
Chrift, and yet hear this gofpel; you have a 
right of acce/s tohim; being called, upon your 
peril, to come-to him for falvation: Whofoever 
will let him come, and take the waters of life freely. 
And all you that have come to Chrift, by faith, 
you have a right of pofféfion of him, you. may 
fay, My beloved is mine, and Tam bis. Well, thus 
it is with the promife ; all that hear: me have 
a right of accefs tothe promife. I fay to you, 
as Peter faid, in his preaching to a company of 
the greateft finners that ever ‘were, even to the 
murderers of the Son of God, Aéts ii. 39. The 
promife isto you, and to your children; and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God JSball 
call. The call of the gofpel gives you a tight 
of accefs, and warrant to plead the promife ; 
and cry, that. God would make out that to 
you, for the fake of Chrift, who is the foun- 
n of them: and this is- ight, as 
ot have a 
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of thefe. —Chrift is the foundation of our par- 
don and remiffion; for, In him we have redemption 
through bis blood, even the remiffion of fins, Eph. i. 7. 
—He is the foundation of our deliverance from 
the curfe; for, he hath redeemed us from the curfe 
of the law, being made a curfe for us, Gal. iii. 13. 
—He is the foundation of our reconciliation with 
‘God; for, While we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God, through the death of his Son, Rom. v..10. 
—He is the foundation of our jufijfication ; In 
him fhall all the feed of Ifrael be juftified, and fhall 
glory, Ifa. xlv.25.; and fo the foundation of 
our fitle to eternal life, Titus iii. 7. That being qu/- 
tified by his grace, we fbould be made heirs according 
to the’ hope of eternal-hfe.—He is the foundation 
of life itfelf; This is the record, that God bath given 
us eternal life, and this life is im kis Son. He that 
hath the Son, hath life; he that hath not the Son of 
God, hath not life, 1 John v. 11, 12. — He is the 
foundation of our /anéfification, and of our pro- 
gre/s in-it; for, He is made of God unto us wifdom, 
righteoufne/s, and fanétification: and he that abid- 
eth in him, bringeth forth much fruit; for, 
Out of his fulnefs we receive, and grace for grace.— 
He is the foundation of our faith, as being not 
only the object thereof, but the Author and finifh- 
er of faith.—He is the foundation of repentance, 
being exalted of God to give repentance, and all o- 
ther graces that we need.—He is the founda- 
tion of our acce/s to God; for, Through him, we 
have acce/s, by one Spirit, unto the Father.—He is 
the foundation of our acceptance with God, in 
our perfons and: duties; for, We are accepted in 
the Beloved. Accepted in him, you will fay; 
that'is, for his fake: thére is more than that in 
it; he being our head, and believers the mem- 
bers of his body, and he having performed 
perfect obedience, and given complete fatisfac- 
tion, the Head having done it, the whole bo- 
dy is accepted as having done it; and-fo we 
are accepted in him ; his doing it is ours.—He is 
the foundation of our bold approaches to the throne 
of grace, with holy confidence: We have boldnefs 
to enter in to the holieft by the blood of Fefus, by anew 
and living way that 1s confecrated through the. vail of 
his flesb.— He is the foundation of our victory 
over all enemies, over all adverfarys, and adverfities ; 
for, We are more than conquerors, through him that 
loved us. — He is the foundation of our,whole 
Salvation, and of all our bappine/s and bohmefs ; 
for, We are complete in him, in whom dwelleth all 
the fulne/s of the Godbead.—He is the foundation 
of our refurrection to glory; for, itis he that /hall 
change our vile bodies, and fafhion them like to his 
Slorious body, according to the working whereby 
he is able to fubdue all things to himfelf.—He is the 


was, To thew 
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nant of works, and bring him off all fandy 
foundations; and.it is to be feared that the 
foundation of the temple is not yet laid, as to 
the moft part that hear the gofpel’; but when 
it is laid, how is it done, fay you? We an{wer, 
from Zech. iv. 6. Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit. Herel will tell youthefe fourthings 
that the Spirit of the Lord ufes to do, when he 
razes the foundation of the old houfe, where 
Satan’s feat is; and lays the foundation of the 
{piritual temple, where God dwells, | 
1..He awakens the confcience ima work of convie- 
tion, whereby he convinces the man that he hath 
been; all his days, but ere&ting’a habitation 
for the devil, inftead: of building a temple ‘for 
God: The Spirit, when he is come, ‘he reprovesithe 
world of fin, of unbelief, and enmity againft God.» If 
ever then ‘God hath begun the good work ‘to- 
wards laying the foundation, he-hath difcover- 
éd to you the rubbith of a natural ftate, and a- 
wakened your confciences with afightandfenfe 
of fins Indeed, the confcience is naturally /ear- 
ed-as with a bot iron; like thefethat havea part 
of their flefh burnt«with anciron, though it be 
touchéd yet‘they:do not feel: ‘this hard-fkin 
muft'be pinced; and therefore God makes: the 
knife of conviction go to the quick; makes the 
man-fee that heis‘a rebel againft God, a Ba- 
bel-builder ; and that therefore there is a ftand- 
ing quarrel between Godand ‘him, and» that 
this muft be removed before ‘he:can:bea tem- 
ple for God; becaufe he finds that:the old 
building, the old {tate of mature that he is in- 
to, is but a Babel‘of confufion’and enmity:a- 
Sait God.0} Swetts Wey tw Dodser ric htOo 
09, ‘The Spirit of the Lord,'in order to the lay- 
ing the foundation of the-fpiritual: temple, 
wounds the heart tna work of compunction; he fills 
the foul with grief and forrow for fin, »where- 
by’he hath been pleafing the devil; difhonour- 
ing God, and’ building a temple for his idols, 
and lufts; faying; “Wo is me, that my: heart 
‘hath been a’temple for Satan, a cage of un- 
clean birds, a neft:of abominations.”;' In- 
deed’tien may grieve.at fin at firft, as.it brings 
‘on afflictions ‘here, or damnation hereafter. 
But in this work afterwards, the Lord creates 
another kind of forrow; for, he difcovers to 
the man the finfulnefs of fin, that it is a tran/- 
greffion of the law of God ; an oppofition to the 
nature of God;'a {pitting in the face of God. 
O but this looks well in David; Againf thee, thee 
only have I finned. What! did he not fin-againft 
others, when he committed murder and adul- 
tery? Yea, true indeed: Oh! fays David, ‘I fee 
my fin to be againft thee, and againit thee only. 
The affront lands upon God; he is difhonour- 
ed, and the heart that fhould be his temple is 
defiled. ° 2 . 

3. The Spirit of the Lord, in order to laying 
the foundation of the fpiritual temple, cba/es 
the foul in a work of humiliation. He humbles the 
foul of the finner under God’s mighty hand, 
becaufe he had been fo long building and re- 
pairing the devil’s temple, while the Lord’s 
remplelay waftein the foul. A holy God ftares 
the man in the face; and the unholy foul fees 
the holy God, and makes the unholy foul to 
be afhamed.—Then the foul comes to be fo far 
humbled as totake with the whole charge of God 
‘and bis law againft him. ‘God and the law 
charges the man as being a defiler of God’s 
temple; and therefore deferving to be deftroy- 
ed: the man takes with the charge, and-owns 
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it. When minifters charge people with fins, 
they will either deny them, ‘or caft a cloak o- 
ver them, and give excufes about them ; and 
perhaps fay, they were miftaken, or in a paffi- 
on; orunder fuch and faeh a temptation; but 
thats a plain evidence that your fouls were 
never ‘humbled before God: for, if ever God 


‘had humbled your fouls, you would be more 


ready to condemn yourfelves than any mini- 
fter ‘can! be !capable to do. For, when God 
humbles the foul, he takes with the whole 


«charge of God: and fays, as David to Nathan, 
“Lamthe man; \cany the monfter; 1 am the 
* devilthat: hath: thus defiled the temple of 
“ God;by fervang:divers lufts.”—He humbles 
‘him ‘to,fee his want of faith; that he is undone 
if he.want faith; and yet that.he can no more 
_believe:than he:can make a world.—And then 


he hnimbles the foul to a renouncing of his own 
rig hteoufne/s; fo. as he has no expectation from 
the law; no expectation’ of acceptance with 
God upon the account of any duty, rightedui- 
nefs, or. goodnefs'‘ofihis own. No, no; he fees 
that nothing but*the blood-and righteoufnefs 
of: Chrift, can fave him from. that damnation 
which the beft of his. duties and righteoufnefs 


do deferve.— And fo, further, the foul comes 


to be humbled, fo far as to clear and ju/fi/y. God, 
though he fhould condemn him. Some will 
fay,: “> We cannot: think God will be fo cruel 
“as to damn theymoft part of the world for 
“ theinfins.” Alashman,if you think fo, that is 
an evidence that your foul was never humbled 
under afenfe of fin: But,“ Oh! fays the hum-° 
“ bled; foul, death and damnation is the due © 
“ wages of fin; andif God fhould fend me to 
“ hehe ‘is: jut,’ I: might preach his righte- 
“outmefs there, and. declare, that he never 
‘t' wronged'me; yea, it ismy wonder that I 


“have been fo long out of the bottomlefs pit.” 
— Ina word; the foul comes tobe fo far hum- 


bled, as to:fee that, if ever he be brought un- 


to. God's favour,: and if ever God condefcend 
tomakeihis filthy heart to be atemple forfuch 


a holy.God, it willsbe ina way of /jovereign 
and pure grace; and that nothing but. infinite 
almighty power can lay the foundation of the 
fpiritual temple: and fo he brings the foul to 
fay, ‘Oh! if God do not pity and fave me, he 
“is juftand righteous; butif he do pity. me, 
«J will magnify his name for ever;,and_ fo, 
“ perhaps, he will pity for his name’s fake.” 
Thus he humbles; and then, 

4. The Spirit of the Lord lays the foundati- 
on.of the {piritual:temple in a work of /aving 
illumination; and, indeed, the foundation is ne- 
ver thoroughly laid till now, that the God who 
commanded hgbt to:fbine out.of darkne/s, fhine-nto the 
heart, to give the light of the knowledge of his glory, 
in the face ‘of Chrify.2 Cor. iv..6..The foul be- 
ing, as I faid, awakened, wounded, and hum- 
bled, and brought to difpair of relief, in him- 
felf, finding all his former refuges of lies fail- 
ing him; and all his former hopes giving up 
the ghoft; then the Lord pitys him, in his.low 
efate, and reveals bis Son in him, Gal.i. 16.5 dif 
covers the glory of Chrift’s perfon and righte- 
oufnefs, who'is the foundation, whereupon 


the-whole foul is made powerfully, and {weet- 


ly, and irrefiftably to clofe with the foundati- 

on. The Spirit of the Lord reveals the foun- 

dation, and makes the glory of it to be feen 

in the light of God; and, at the fame moment, 

works that faith, whereby the londechcing 
. we 


on 
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well-pleafed with this noble invention of infi- 
nite wifdom, and captivated thereby, is wnited 
to the foundation ; for then the :foul is made 
to give a believing affent.and confent to the 
truths concerning Chrift,:upon the authority 
of God, that he hath given concerning his ‘Son; 
and to fet to his /eal that God is true ; taking hold 
of €hrift, for his own particular benefit, with 
particular application: and-thus the founda- 
tion of the fpiritual temple is laid. ‘The hand 
‘of our exalted Zerubbabel doth lay the foun- 
dation of this houfe, whofe hand muft alfo 
finith it, Zech..iv. 9.; having paved his own 
“way, by levelling the mountains, removing the 
rubbifh in a work of. conviction, contrition, 
‘and humiliation, faying, Who-art thou, O great 
‘mountain, before Z erubbabel? thou fhalt become'a plain. 
He comes~himifelf, and fhews his own glory, 
as the fure foundation that God:hath:laid:in 
Zion, in a work of faving illumination; he 
comes into the heart, and makes the foul to 
welcome: him -with a thoufand! Hosanna’s, 
faying, Bleffed 1s he that cometh im the name of the 
Lord to be the head-ftone of the corner ; ‘This is 
the Lord's doimg, and wondrous im our eyes. And, 
This ts the day which the Lord hath made; and this 
is the day of which he hath faid, From:this 

will I ble/s you. And fo I come, 


\e- 


IV. To the fourth thing propofed, viz. To 
fpeak a little of the day on which the founda- 
tion of the fpiritual temple is laid, and from 
which bleflings take their date; From this day 
will I ble/s you... Now,:in {peaking of this, I 
fhall offer you thefe four remarks, or propofi- 
tions, concerning this day. 30 easy * 

The firft remark that I offer is this, “ That this 
“day comes under /everal:names in fcripture.” 
Sometimes it is called a day of e/poufals ; andthe 
day of the gladne/s of Chrift’s heart, Song -i11:.:17. 
Go forth, O daughters of Ferufalem, and behold king 
Solomon, with the crown wherewith his mother. crown- 
ed him in the day of his efpoufals ; and.in the day ‘of the 
gladne/s of bis heart. The day wherein the foun- 
dation. of the fpirirual temple is laid, “is the 
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begun the good work will perfect it; for, the Lord is 
-a rock, and his work ts perfect.—And fo, finally, 


it is called a day of the Lord’s making, Pfal.‘cxviii. 
124. This is the day that the Lord hath made, wewill . | 
rejoice and be glad m it. Where the pfalmiftis ~ 


{peaking of the day wherein the fone which the 


builders reject, hall become the heag of ihe corner, 
-and» that is eminently the seine the 


foundation of the temple is laid: From this day - 


will I blefs.you.: But, then, 22) :°) +- > e ttniiies 
A fecond remark concerning this day is, “That 
-“ there is.a great difference: between the day 


“wherein the foundation of the templeis /aid, © 


“and the day wherein the building is perfed- 
‘ed; betweem ithe: foundation-day- on, earth, 


“andthe confummiation-day in heaven.” For, | 


the foundation-day:is ufhered in with a very dark 
morning, OF rather; an: evening, as-it “was faid, 
Thecevenng and the: morning were the fir. day; fo, 
-when the foundation is laid, the evening ufhers 
in,the morning, adark evening of wrath and 
legal terror, conviction, and humiliation, as I 
told you already. Many a dark cloud may co- 
ver the fky onthat day: but the day of con/um- 
mation will be a glorious day, anda clear day; 
furrounded with all gladening circumftances: 
for then {hall the head-ftone be brought forth 


: . wswwith fhoutings, crying, Grace, grace, untoit.— 


The day wherein:the foundation is laid isa day 
indeed wherein corruption gets a dead firoke, and 


may feem, forailittle while, to be almoft flain; 
yet afterwards‘it gets up its head again, cafts- 
fire into the fancétuary, and many times defiles | 
the temple: but«he day. wherein the building. ° 


is confummated, will put an end to fin_and cor- 


ruption ; there fhall-beno more unbelief andy. 


enmity ;/ no more-fins, miftakes, jealoufies, or 


_ The day, wherein the foundation of 
nople is laid, is the day wherein God de- 
= old building, and takes vengeance 
ul enemies, fin, Satan, and ftrong 

- . ppofed the fpi- 

nd 


“come joy; yea, farewel faith, and welcome 


“-of God.” ~——So that there is a great differ- 
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with reverence in the {cripture language, God, 
the great Architect, doth wait, with patience, 
for that day wherein he hath refolved to lay the 


foundation of the temple, according to that. 


fweet and remarkable fcripture, which may be 
comfortableto them that cannot get that at du- 
ties, communions, and ordinances which they 
have been long looking for, and waiting for, Ifa. 
xxx. 18. Theréfore will the Lord wait, that he may 
be gracious unto you ; and therefore will he be exalted, 
that be may have mercy upon you: for the Lord is a 
God of judgment, and bleffed are all they-that wait for 
him. Are you waiting for a day of power? 
Why, God is waiting for this day himfelf. 
The poor humbled foul may be ready to think, 


“Oh! Chrift is not willing; I have fet days 


“ apart; I have gonetomy knees, I have fought 
“him in this and the other ordinance; and 


were I could not get clofed. with him: I have 


been almoft dipt in hell with affliction, and 
“ yet my heart was never melted; furely Chrift 
“as not willing.” Ah! Sirs, beware of that 
blafphemy. -The Lord Jefus is willing ; but the 
fulnefs of time is not yet come. There is a fet 
day, a fixed moment of his coming; and for 


_ this day he waits; and for this day you are to 


_ wait: he knows the proper feafon; the crane, 


the {wallow, and the ftork know their feafon, 
by a natural inftiné& God hath given them ; 


_and will he not know his own feafon? Yea, He 
waits to be gracious ;\ and bleffed are they that wait 


Jor. him, and wait for this day of power: for, 
when it comes, then there will be an aufpici- 
ous conjunction of all circumftances to con- 


_ clude the work: the word is made lively ;. the 


Spirit acts powerfully; thefoulis drawn {weetly 


and irrefiftibly; and all things work together. 


harmonioufly for laying the foundation, and 
carrying up the temple-work. 
The fourth remark concerning this day is, 


_“ That there: are /everal figns and charaéters, 
_“ whereby this day may be known, when it 
© comes.” I fhall not fay that every convert 


knows the day of his firft converfion ; but with 


are nc t at all to be confined to a natural day ; 
but r through the feveral ftages of a believ- 
er’s life, ever fince the foundation of the fpiri- 


tual temple was laid. The figns of this day, 


then, whereby it may be known, are, in fhort, 
to this purpofe. perce ot areee 


4, It is a day of light; light breaks in into 


the window of the foul, that puts a man in cafe 


 tofay, Once Iwas blind, now J fee: the man has 
‘now another fight of fin, of God, of Chrift, and 
_ of religion than the reft of the world; yea, a- 


nother view than even he himfelf had before; 


he had heard of him by the hearing of the ear, but 
now his eyes fee him. He hath an ocular demon- 


earth whom I defire befides thee. 
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you fhould live like an angel of light, till you 
know fomewhat of this in your experience, you 
are ftrangers to this day of life. For, you know 
fome things naturally of the firft covenant, Do, 
and live; but nothing fpiritually of the new 
covenant way of living to God. Again, 

3. This day is a day of love: O how is the 
love of God fhed abroad upon the heart on this 
day, whereby the foul is in cafe to fay, Whom 
have I in heaven but thee? and there is none in all the 
3 God’s mighty 
love is fo difcovered in Chrift, as that it kills 
the mighty enmity in the foul againft God, and 
creates love to him. . 

4. It is a day of joy: when the poor foul gets 
a view of the mifery it is freed from, the ma- 
ny good things that it is intitled to,:and the 
eternal happinefs that is fecured for it, how 
will it rejoice in God its Saviour, be glad in the rock 
of its falvation, and fo hold on its way rejoicing! 

_ 5. This day is a day of liberty, wherein bonds 
are loofed, and the prifoners of hope go forth 
at the call of Chrift, who proclaims liberty te-the 
captives on that day, and the opening of the prifon 
to them that are bound ; at whofe mighty word of 
power, the mafly chains of fin, unbelief, dark- 
nefs, atheifm, and ignorance are loofed, and 
the foul made to walk at liberty, and to run 
the way of God’s commandments with an en- 
larged heart. 

6. This day is a day of wonder; when the 
man looks to the rock whence he was hewn, and 
to the hole of the pit whence he was digged, O-he 
wonders that ever fuch a lump of hell fhould 
be: made a fpiritual temple for the God of hea- 
ven! “ Owonder! fays weak faith, if ever the 
“Lord will pity the like of me. And, O won- 


“ der! fays ftrong faith, that ever God fhould’ 


“ have loved the like of me with an everlafting 


“ love, and drawn me with loving-kindnefs.” What 


an extafy of wonder and amazement is raifed 


in the man’s heart! Why, “I was dead, now 
“ T live; Iwas weak, now am I ftrong; this 


under the terrors of God, and now he hath 
“ ravifhed me with the confolations of the.Spi- 
rit. I was afraid of hell, and now I have 
“ the hope of eternal life.” O what a day of 
wonder is it! 

7. This day is a day of victory. O do you 
mind the day when you thought there was a 


legion of devils, a regiment of lufts, and ar- 


mies of corruptions within you? But, behold, 
in furprifing mercy, you got grace to believe, 
and lay hold upon Chrift, and fo by faith, to 
turn to flight the armies of the aliens: and overcame 
by the blood of the Lamb; and thus got victory 


over Satan, over fin, over the world, over an 


ill heart, and an ill frame; and victory overall 


your doubts and fears. — a 
_8. This day is a day of prai/e, and voice of 
gratitude. The foul will be ready't kK 
, * QO what fhall I fpeak 
r him?, What 


“ for Chrift? 


morning, perhaps, I was under affliction, and- 


‘to break forth © 


H 


“ye 
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The man fees the King in bis beauty. O! hath 
ever Chrift got in upon your heart, with a beam: 
of his beauty and glory? Have you feen him 
in the beauty of his perfon and offices? In the 
beauty of his merit and Spirit? In the beauty 
of his righteoufnefs and fulnefs? “ Why, fome 
“ may think, the man is talking of a fight of 
‘ Chrift’s glory, that muft be but wild fancies, 
‘ and enthufiaftical notions; is not Chrift in 
“ heaven? For our part, we never faw any 
“ glory beyond that of fun, moon, and ftars.” 
O poor foul! you are an utter ftranger to this 
day that lam fpeaking of, if you never faw any 
brighter glory than that. There is an infinite-. 
ly brighter beauty to be feen than can be feen 
by your bodily eyes, in thefe vifible heavens. 
Is not that word in’ your Bible, The God who 
commanded light to fhine out of darknefs, hath fhined 
in to our hearts, to give the hght of the knowledge of 
his glory in the face of Fefus Chrift? Is not that: 
word in yourBible, All we, beholding as in‘a glafs, 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame image, 


cal 


an 


from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord? 


It is by faith we /ce a God in Chrift, reconciling the 
world uato himfelf: we fee his grace, his glory, 
his beauty, and we cannot exprefs what we 
fee; we cannot explain to the world what we 
fee; words cannot reprefent the beauty and 
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from this day; they are bleffed in all circum- ~ 


flances of life. From this day, they are blefled’ 
in adverfity; and in profperity both; for, as 
their profperity is void of the faral.curfe that 
comes upon the wicked, who are curfed mm their 
basket and in their flore ; while the believer’s pro- 
{perity is.conveyed through the channel of 
covenant-love and kindnefs; being, not the 
effect of common providence, but of covenant- 
love and promife; Bleffed are the meek, for they 
Shall inherit the earth, Mat. v. 5. As their adver- 
fity is full under the conduct and management 
of a reconciled God and Father, who, though 
he vifit their iniquities with rods, yet his loving-kind- 
nefs will he not take away from them. . And, there- 
fore, Though the figstree fhould not blofom, neather’ 
Should fruit be found in the vine, though the labour of 
the olive fhould fail, and the herd be cut off from the’ 
fiall, and the fields fhould yield no meat, erage 
rejoice in the Lord, and be joyfulin the God of therr.- 
falvation. And, Though their houfe be not fo with’ 
God, as they would defire; yea, though their 
hearts be not fo with God as they would with, 
yet here is matter of everlafting comfort to’ 
them in every adverfity; that he hath made with 
theman everlafting covenant, well-ordered im all things’ 


and fure. In a word, they are fo bleffed, whe- - 


ther in profperity or adverfity, that all things 


glory that is feen in him, or the fweetnefsand’ /hall work together for their good. | ~~ 


comfort that is felt in him, when difcovered.: 


2. From this day they are bleffed veer 


They that fee him can fay no more, but that /piritual bleflings ; Blefed be the God and Father of 
they fee him; all grace, all glory, all beauty, our Lord Fefus Chrif, who hath blefed us with all 
altogetherNovely ; infinitely lovely: and it is no: /piritual blefings in heavenly places, im Chrift Jefus, 


fancy or imagination, but according to the 
word of God, the fcriptures of truth, wherein 
he is faid to give us the Spirit of wifdom and re- 
velation in the knowledge of Chrift. So you fee 
fome figns how this day may be known. 


V. The ffth thing propofed, was, To fhew 
what-javing bleffings do commence from this day 3 
From this day will I blefs you? 

iff, What ble/ings do commence from this day 
wherein the foundation of the temple is laid?’ 
Why, from this day they are bleffed with all 
temporal, fpiritual, and eternal blefflings. 

1. From this. day they are bleffed with all 
temporal bleflings; having a title to all things. 
By our fall, in the firft Adam, we forfeited our: 
titletoall things; and fo whatever good things 
in the world wicked men may enjoy, they have 


‘no right thereto, but ftand anfwerable to God 


for invading his property; and, therefore, the: 
wicked are called robbers, Job xii. 6. The taber- 
nacles of robbers profper. But whenever the foun- 
dation of the {piritual temple is laid, the for- 
feited right to.all things is recovered, becaufe 
the man is united to Chrift, whois the heir of all 
things: All things are yours, for ye are Chris. He. 
that pared not his own Son, but dehvered him up for 
us all; how fhall he not with him alfo freely give us 

all things? All things elfe are but like paper 
and pack-thread caft in to the bargain. From 
this day they are blefled, not only with a title. 


gs as God fees for their advan- 


a pofleffion of as much of thefe’ 


Eph. i. 3. This is fo plain from what I have: 
faid already, upon the fecond head, that I fhall 


not infift upon it; for, Chrift being the foun- 


dation of all bleffings, and they being united 
tothis foundation; from this day and forward. 
they have all {piritual bleflings in him. —From 
this day they are blefled with all the {piritual 
bleffings that accompany the /pzritual life: they 
live upon free coft all their days. Their bleffed 
Jofeph has laid up for them a treafure of pro- 


vifion, not for feven years, but for time and . 


eternity both. The hypocrite lives upon him- 
felf, and his duties ; but the believer lives, in 
the way of duty, upon Chrift and his righte- 
oufnefs, for juitification; upon Chrift and his: 
Spirit, for fanctification.— From this day they 
are blefled witha guard of angels toencampround 


about them ; They are minifiring /pirits, fent forth to 


minifter to the heirs of falvation: yea, witha guard 
of divine attributes round about them ; for, 
As the mountains are about Jerufalem, fo 1s the Lord 


round about them that fear him. They need not fear 


the armed {quadrons of hell, when invironed. 
with fuch a heavenly hoft. Who then can’ 


blefjed in their basket and in their fore; of f 


heir good, they fhould be 


on 
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operations: and here, lam fure, there ismoreto 
{peak of than the tongues of men or angels can 
tell. When a poor beggar is married to a roy- 
al prince, fhe may view his palace, furvey his 
garden, and pleafe herfelf with a delightful 
profpect of all his greatnefs and glory, and 
may fay; “ Thefe are all mine, becaufe the 
“ prince himielf is mine:” fo may the poor 
foul, that:is unite to Chrift, and laid upon this 
fure foundation, fay of all the bleffings of the 
‘covenant, and of all the plenitude of the Deity, 
“* Allis mine, becaufe Chrift himfelf is mine:” 
are completein him, in whom dwells all the fulne/s 
_ 3. From this day they are bleffed with all 
eternal bleffings; He that believeth on the Son, 
hath everlafing hfe, John itis 36... He not only 
_ fhall have it, ere long, in full poffeffion ; but 
he hath it already: he hath it by faith, which 
is the fubjtance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things nat feen: he hath it in hope, and fo may 
rejowce mm the bope of the glory of God: he hathitin 
the promife; he hath it in the beginnings, firft- 
fruits, and earneft thereof; and, above all, he 
hath it in his Head, in that bleffed foundation 
to which he is joined. He that can fay, Chrif 
is mine, Cam well fay, Everlafting life is mine. A 
happy death belongs to him; for, being in the 
‘Lord, he fhall be amongtt the dleffed that die in 
the Lord. A-happy refurrection belongs to him; 


for, his glorious Head will open the gates of — 


the grave, and gather the fcattered atoms of 
his rotten duit, and raife it up in glory. A 
happy etermty belongs to him; for, as fure as 
God: is im heaven, the: man that is in Chrift; 
fhall be there for ever: Father, I will, that thefe 
whom thou haf given me be with me, where I am, 
that they:may behold the glory, which thou haf given 
me; for thou loved me before the foundation of the 
world. But who can tell what a bleffed eterni- 
ty awaits them, from this day that the foun- 
dation. of the fpiritual temple is laid? Paul 
wrapt up to the third heavens to behold the 
glories of the upper paradife, tells us that he 
heard pure pivara, unfpeakable words, 2 Cor. xii. 
_ 4——They will be blefledin their place, the throne 
of God and of the Lamb, whereof we have a mag- 
_ nificent defcription, Rev. xxi. 20.—They will 
be bleffed in their. company; the innumerable com- 
pany of angels; the general affembly and church of the 


fift-born, that are written in heaven; the fpirits of — 


juft men made perfect; God the judge of all; and Fefus 
the Mediator of the new covenant.— They will be 
blefled in their fate; for, it will be a: ftate of 
reft: There remains a reft for the people of God. They 
will reft from their labours, and their. works follow 
them. They will reft from all fin, trouble, trials, 
he Olam and afflictions; from all doubts 
and fears 


the. 


3 no unbelieving thought fhall enter — 
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unto wt; yea, with HaLrLevvuyans, faying, Glory, 
Slory unto it. .Chriftis the foundation, and Chrift 
is the head-ftone; and all the joyful harps of 
ImMmMaNvueEv’s land fhall be tuned to his ever- 
lafting praife.—— Thus I have given a fhort 
glance at what dlefings fhall commence from 
this day. 


VI. The fixth general head of the method 
was, To prove, by fome {criptural arguments 
and reafons, that faving bleflings do aéually 
commence from that day. Well then, Howand 
by what rea/on doth it appear, that bleffings do 
all commence from this day? From this day will I 
blefs you. Now, it is plain enough, that all 
Javing bleffings do actually commence from the 
day wherein the foundation of the fpiritual 
temple is actually laid. For, 

1. Before this day they are children of wrath ; 
and, therefore, faving bleflings do not actually 
take place till this day: they were by nature chil- 
dren of wrathevenas others, Eph. ii. 3. And while 
they were in their natural flate, they had-no 
actual pofleflion of any faving bleffings, till the 
day on which the foundation of the temple 
is laid. } 

2. On this day they are actually unite to the 
Son of God ; and, therefore, from this day, the 
bleffing doth actually commence; from this 
day, they are in Chrift, and Chrift in them: 
their motto is, CHRIsT IN YOU THE HOPE OF 


eLory. -And they are bleffed in him with the | 


pofieffion of all fpiritual bleflings, and with 
freedom ‘from ail miferies ; There is now no con- 
demnation to them that are in Chrift Fefus. As they 
are freed from fpiritual death, and eternal 
death; fothey are freed from all that is hurtful 
in natural death; He that believeth in me fhall 
never die, John xi. 26. Why fo? becaufe they 
are members of that body whereof Chritt is the 


living Head ; they are ftones of that building 


whereof he is the living foundation. 

3. From this day they are the children of God; 
and, therefore, from this day, the bleffing doth 
actually commence: To as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the children of God. 
And, being the children of God, they have a 
right to all the privileges of the children of 
God; to all bleflings, temporal, fpiritual, and 
eternal ; for they are all connected with fon- 
fhip: Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
beflowed upon us, that we fhould be called the children 
of God!——Now are we the fons of God; and it doth 
not yet appear what we fhall be, but we know, that 
when he fhall appear, we fhall be like him, for we 
Shall fee him as he is, 1 John iti. 1, 2. Siete cnn 
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and, therefore, the blefling doth actually com- 
mence from this day. From this day they are 
poor in Spirit; and, Blefed are the poor im fpirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. From this day 
they are fpiritual mourners; and, Bleffed are they 
that mourn; for they fhall be comforted. From this 
day, they have a conftant appetite after Chri/t, 
and his righteou/ne/s; and, Bleffed are they that 
hunger and thirft after righteounefs ; for they hall 
be filled. From this day their heart impurities are 
their burden, and heart purity is, through grace, 
their defire and endeavour; infomuch, that it 
gives them many errands to the blood of Chrift, 
to the fountain opened to the houfe of David, and in- 
habitants of Ferufalem, for fin and uncleanne/s. Now, 
Bleffed are the poor in heart; for they fhall fee God, 
I fay, from this day they are the children of 
grace, having, in fome meafure, all the graci- 
ous qualities of the blefled: I fay not the terms 
or conditions of the bleffed: but the qualities of the 
blefled; for, many do dreadfully confound 
the condition of the covenant with the qualities of 
the covenanted. But not to digrefs: I fay, from 
this day they have the qualities and charac- 
ters of the blefled, and with which bleflings 
are infeparably connected; and fo from. this 
day they are blefled. 

In a.word, from this day, the cur/e is remov- 
ed. ‘The old covenant of works curfes all that 
are under it; for, Curfed is every one that continu- 
eth not in all things written in the book of the law, to 
do them. But, Chrift has delivered us from the curfe 
of the law, being made a curfe for us; and, there- 
fore, from the day, that you are laid upon this 
blefled foundation, God fays, From this day will 
I blefs you. 


VIL. The feventh thing propofed, was the ap- 
plication of the fubject. And this we fhall ef- 
fay in an ufe of information, examination, and 
exhortation. 

if, We fhall improve this fubject in an ufe 
of m/formation. Wellthen, Js it fo, that all faving 
blefjings do actually commence from the day that the 


Joundation of the /piritual temple is actually laid? Then 


hence fee, 

1. What a fearfully curfed flate and condition we 
are all into, by nature ; lying under the curfed 
rubbifh, the old building, the covenant of 
works. When our great-grand-father, Adam, 
eat the forbidden fruit, the fabric of the old 
covenant fell down, and the foundation there- 
of was overturned; and fo great was the fall 
thereof, that he and all his pofterity are buried 
under the ruins thereof; that is, under a heap 
of fins, miferies, plagues, deaths, and dam- 


nation: for, on that day that the covenant -of 


works was broken, curfes did commence; and, 
curfed is every one that is yet in a natural ftate, 
and under the covenant of works, as all are, 
that are out of Chrift; for no faving bleffin 


commences, till the new foundation be laid. 


Oh! the curfed {tate of unbelievers, and all that 
ure out of Chrift! As the bleflings commence 
ay Of union with the Jecond Adam, Chritt 

ne curfe continues as long as you 
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I muft tell you, in the name of the great God, 
that you are under the great curfe of this al- 
mighty God, as long as the foundation of the 
{piritual temple is not laid; and as long as you 
know not what it is to be brought off from the 
old-covenant foundation: you may, indeed, 
deceive yourfelves and the world, by thinking 
that you are Chriftians good enough, like 


neighbour and other; but God knows the d/a/-_ 


phemy of thefe that fay they are Jews, and are not ; 
that fay they are Chriftians, and are not; but 
are the /ynagogue of Satan, the temple of the devil, 
and not of God. And as you blafpheme God, 
by thinking your grep hry is good enough, 


while God’s word declares the contrary; fo 


God curfes you, and all his attributes are a- 
gain{t you; for, out of Chrift, he is a con/uming 
fire; in him only he is well-pleafed: and there- 
fore, while you are out of him, he is neither 
pleafed with your perfons nor duties. If your 
work be only the repairing the fabric of the old 
covenant of works, thinking to pleafe and fatif- 
fy God’s juftice, and fulfil God’s law by your 
duties, that you may live thereby; I muft tell 
you, that unlefs your perfon was as innocent 
as Adam’s before the fall, and your obedience 
fo perfect as never to have finned in thought, 
word, or deed, all your days, but lived up to 
the law, in its moft full and fpiritual extent; 
I fay, unlefs it be thus with you, which is fim- 
ply impoflible, of any of Adam’s finful race, I 
mut tell you, that you are fo far from bein: 

God's people, or in God’s favour, by your beft 
duties, that all the people of God are obliged 
to fay, That God is in the right to curfe; they 
are obliged to fay, Amen to all the curfes of 
the Bible againft you; Curfed is he that confirmeth 
not all the words of the law to do them; and all the 
people /ball fay, AMEN, Deut. xxvii. 26. If you 
could give perfect obedience yourfelf, then you 
fhould be juftified by it; but, whereas, you 
cannot do it, and you are flill attempting it, 
without building upon the foundation of 
Chrift’s obedience to the death ; if you will take 
the old way of doing that you may live, then 
you mutt take it with a vengeance, unlefs you 
can do to purpofe ; Curfed is every one that conti- 
nueth not in ALL THINGS which are written in the 


book of the law to do them, Gal. iii. 10. And all the 
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of works. Under the law of works, the man 
doth, that he may live; but, under the law of 
grace, he lives that he may do; he gets a {pi- 
ritual life in Chrift; being, as Zively a lone built 
upafpiritual boufe; and then he is put in cafe to 
offer up fpiritual facrifices, acceptable to God, by Chrift. 
Let men build never fuch a high tower of du- 
ty and devotion, without coming to Chrift, as 
unto a living ftone, and fo getting life in him, 
they. build without a foundation ; and fo their 
Babel-building will be overthrown, as being 
neither fpiritual:nor acceptable to God, by Je- 
fusGhrift, »But,. Oo dlefed is the believer in 
whom the foundation of the fpiritual temple 
is laid, by his. being unite to Chrift; for, now 
he lives\and builds upon a good foundation } 
Serving the Lord, notom the oldnef> of the letter, but 
an the newne/s of the Spirit.’ Becaufe Chrift the 
foundation lives, he dives alfo; he lives a life of 
juftification, through the merit of Chrift:: and 
a life of fanctification, by the Spirit of Chritt; 
faying, Surely in the Lord only have I righteoufnefs 
and firength, There is the foundation on which 
he leans ‘all his weight, to the greater credit 
and honour of God’s holy law, than the great- 
eft: merit-rhongers ‘and legalifts:in the world 
are-capable to give it; for, ifthe look to the 
law’ as.a covenant of works,:then he leans upon 
his foundation for righteoutnefs; and there he 
finds perfect obedience to all the commands, 
and complete fatisfaction to all the curfes of 
it, asemuch as the covenant of works.can feck: 
and then, if helook tothe law as. a rule of duty 
and of obedience, then ‘he leans to his foun: 
dation for flrength, that his grace may be /uffici= 
ent for him, and: his firength perfected in his weak- 
ne/s. QO happy believer, which hath learned 
thisimyftery, which God hath bid from the wife and 
prudent, and revealed unto babes ; and whereby you 
can anfwer the law, asa covenant, by faying; 
In the Lord have I righteoufne/s; and anf{wer it as 
a rule; by faying, In the Lord have I firength, Ma. 
xlv. 24. To fay:thisin reality, and in the ex- 
perience of faith,'is. more than thoufands of 
learned Rabbies in the world could ever fay or 
underftand; Ple/h and blood hath not revealed it un- 
‘to you, but your Father which is in heaven. | O blef- 
Jed-day, that ever the foundation of this. {piri- 
tual: temple was laid! He that hath laid the 
foundation will carry on the work, till it be 
finithed : He thathath begun a good work in you; 
will perfect it; for, He isa rock, and his work is 
perfect... He hath been at fome expence already 
in laying the foundation; and: he will never 
leave the work incomplete: he hath béen at 
the expence of d/ood in buying the ftones of the 
old quarry out of the hand of juftice; for, Ye 
are not redeemed with corruptible things, Juch as filver 
and gold, but with the preciaus: blood of Chrift: and 
he hath been atthe expence of power and pains 
in laying the {tones upon the foundation; for, 
without a day of power, none would. be wil- 
ling to cleave to this foundation. But for you, 
believer, he hath made you willing in the day of 
his power ; and from this day doth he blefs you; 
and bleffed fhall you be for ever in him. And 
all God’s minifters' and people on earth, and 
all his faints and angels in heaven, will fay, 
AMEN tPanibivorr iy, 
3. Hence we may fee; that God hath his 
term days, his building days, his blefing days. 
Every day is nota temple-foundation day; ¢ 
very day 1s.not:a temple-building day; but, O 
for fuch days‘of the Son of man amongft us'! 
W0.ba H, } 
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for they are very rare, in this dark and heavy 
day wherein we live; © for that happy Aowr in 
which the dead /hall hear the voice of the Son of man, 
and they that bear fhall live! When the minifter 
is brought toa good and warm frame in preach- 
ing, he is ready to think, O now, that happy 
day is come, when power fhall accompany the 
word for deftroying the old building, and lay- 
ing the foundation of the fpiritual temple : 
but he may be all miftaken; for, J is nor forus 
to know the times and the feafons.’ But, notwith- 
ftanding of the great reftraint of the f{pirit at 
this day, yet | would fain hope that God’s term- 
day is coming with refpect to fome in this 
country-fide: O cry fora day of power. I hope 
of others, that they have met with this day al- 
ready: and, though the work goes flowly on, 
while the Lord is fo much ithiirswa, becaufe 
the generation have finned him away; yet, 
ever fince the firft flone of the temple was 
laid, the foundation hath never altogether 
been razed, but they have enjoyed, now and 
then, fome remarkable days; {ome days for 
digging and difcovering the foundation; and 
fome days for fealing and giving confirmation. 
O Sirs, De/pife not the day of /mall things; but put 
a remark upon God’s days; his days of com- 
ing, and his days of going; his days of abfence, 
and his days of prefence; that {0 his day of ab- 
fence may be a day of prayer to you, and his 
day of prefence, a day of praife. 

4. Hence we may fee, what miakes it go fo 
ill with the church of Chrift, in general, at this day, 
efpecially in thee linds: why, the Lord’s tem- 
ple is not built; few'or none put to theirhand 
to lay the foundation of the temple, or to be- 
gin and'advance'a work of reformation: and, 
therefore, the Lord is ‘not blefling us at this 
day; but°we ly under many curfed fruits and 
effects of his anger; curfed divifions and ani- 
mofities ; curfed jealoufies of one another; and 
differences of judgment and principles; curfed 
diflentions, even about truth and error; curfed 
bondage with refpect'to the difcipline and go- 
vernment of the church; many, many curtes 
we ly under at this day, inftead of bleflings ; 
and none of them*all more dreadful than that 
the word and ordinances of Chrift are fo much 
blafted to the generality: that few are getting 
any faving or converting good of the word ; 
and the moft part are rather hardened and ftu- 
pified under it, Alas! whence is all this curfe 
upon us, and little blefling difcerned? Why, 
furely, temple-work and temiple-reformation 
is laid afide: this is what the Lord complains 
of, by this fame prophet Haggai, chap. i. 2, 
3; 4. People fay, The time is not come, the time to 
build the Lord's howfe. “Why, fays God, Is it time 
for you, O ye, to dwell'in your ceiled houfes, and this 
houfe ly wafte? Thus many think, O it is not 
time to think of a»public covenanted work of 
reformation; itis not time to ply the ftate for 
the redrefs of church grievances, and the like: 
but, ah! is it time for us to dwell in our ceil- 
ed houfes, while the houfe of the Lord lies 
waite? “Is it time for us to be confulting no- 
thing but our own worldly eafe, profit, and 
fecurity, while God’s temple is wafted? Oh! 
what willthe world be to you, when your eye- 
{trings are pak a el will the world be 
to you, when you fhall ‘fee Chrift coming in 
flaming fire? Is it time for us to be indulging 
ourfelves in the enjoyment of outward conve- 
niencies, lands, and houfes, and yet no time. 
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to be concerned about temple-work, when the 
foundatidms are like to be deftroyed? But, what 
faith the prophet here? Confider your ways: have 
you not been blafted and broken fince temple-work was 
neglected? So may it be faid of us, Have we not 
been blafted and curfed many ways ;. broken, 
divided, and rent into a thoufand pieces, be- 
caufe of our little zeal for temporal reformati- 
on? Is it any wonder then God fet our houfe 
on fire about our ears, when we are become fo 
coldrife in the zeal of his houfe, which fhould 
eat us up? {peak of all forts; both high and 
low, magiftrates, minifters, and people, with- 
out diftinction, as being all in our feveral fta- 
tions defective with refpect to temple-reforma- 
tion, according to our call,in the diftinét {pheres 
of our activity. But, alas! our defection is 
gone to fuch a degree, that we can: hardly 
{peak of the defections of the day, without be- 
ing mifconftructed... But'I fpeak of fuch de- 
fections whereof I defire to accufe myfelf a- 
mong the firft. However, I fay, we need not 
think ftrange, that it’ goes fo ill with the 
church, and that the Lord is not blefling us as 
a church, when temple-reformation is fomuch 
neglected. . 


U/fe 2. Our next ufe fhall be for trial and ex- 
amination, if we are blefled or curfed of God 
according yas the foundation is laid or not: 
furely it is our duty to try whether or not we 
have built-our fouls and our falvation upon 
the right foundation or not; Examine yourfelves, 
whether ye bem the faith; prove your ownfelves ; 
know ye not that Chrift ism you, except ye be repro- 
bates. Many lay a wrong foundation, and yet 
think the foundation is laid well enough: for 
example, fome-build upon the fandy founda- 
tion of a ame and profeffion; They have a name to 
live, and are dead—Some build upon the fhould- 
ers of their progenitors, efpecially, if religious ; 
The grandmother Lois, and the mother Eunice... Ma- 
ny follow their forefathers religion be what it 
will. —Some build upon the foundation of a 
negative goodne/s ; “ O God be thanked, fay fome, 
“ Iam no {fwearer, drunkard, whoremonger ; 
God, [thank thee, that Iam not as othermen; though 
“I may have my faults, yet there are worfe 
folks in the world than I am; for I have al- 
“ ways a good heart towards God.” Wo is me, 
for you, poor deluded wretch! for, if you knew 
yourfelf, you would fee yourfelf to be the chief 
of fiers ; yea, worfe than a devil in your own 
eyes. —Some again build upon the founda- 
tion of gracele/s graces, if I may fo call them. 
Thus many fay they have hope, but itis a falfe 
hope; they hope in the mercy of God, but yet 
it is adamning hope, an ignorant hope, a de- 
lufive hope; for, they were never begotten again 
to a new and lively hope, by the refurrection-of Chrift 
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on of their great attainments: they do not want 
knowledge, perhaps; and, may be, they have 
fometimes floods of tears at fermons, common 
motions, and meltings in duty; enlargements 
of natural affections in prayer ; and ravifh- 
ments of joy now and then: but what a fandy 
foundation this is, our Lord Jefus witnefles, 


while he tells us of the ftony-ground hearers, 


that hear the word with joy; yea, with a tempo- 


rary faith ; they receive it with joy ; but they have - 


no root in them, and fo all fails them in the 
iffue.—Some, again, build upon the foundati- 
on of a legal rig hteoufne/s and religious performances, 
while unaquaint with the foundation: this is 
not God’s righteoufnefs ; They being zgnorant of 
God’s righteou/ne/s, and going about to eftablifh a righ- 
teoufne/s of their own,” have not fubmitted themfelves 
to the righteoufnefs of God, Rom. x. 13.: the righ- 
teoufnefs of God.is the righteoufnefs of Chritt ; 


for, Chrift is the end of the law forrighteoufue/stoeve= — 


ry one that beheveth: Man, woman, do you know 
nothing of what it is to be divorced from the 
law as a covenant of life and works, and fhak- 
en off from confidence in the flefh, or expecta- 
tions of God’s favour by your duties or obedi- 
ence to the law as a covenant? Letnone miftake 
me, as if I were {peaking againft the law as a 
rule of life and holine/s; I fpeak of a divorce from 
the law as a- covenant of works and condition of life: 
and am faying no more than what the apoitle 
fays, Rom. vil. 4. Ye, brethren, are become. dead 
to the law, by the body of Chrift, that you fhould be 
married to another, even to him that was raifed from 
the dead, that we fbould bring forth fruit unto God. 


And, Gal, ii. 19. 4, through the law, am dead to the © 


law, that I mghit lve unto God; intimating, that 
as none can perform a gofpel obedience to the 
law, as a rule, until they be divorced from 
the law as a covenant, and married to Chrift, 
in whom they are in cafe of bringing forth 
fruit to God; fo, that all who are built upon 


the foundation of a legal righteoufnefs of their © 


own, they are ftrangers to true godlinefs, and 


upon a wrong foundation; and I infift moft'up- - 


on this, becaufe it is the moft dangerous foun-. 


dation that a man can be built upon; becaufe — 


being built upon the righteoufnefs of the law, 
he thinks that he has the law of God upon 
his fide, and fo itis harder to convince him of 
the evil of his righteoufnefs, than it is to.con- 
vince a hundred profane wretches of the evil 
of their fins: and, therefore, the greatef? of fm- 
ners ftand fairer for heaven than /elf- righteous 
perfons, Matth. xxi..31. Verily, I fay unto you, fays 
Chrift {peaking of the felf-righteous Pharifees, | 
that publicans and harlots gointo the kingdom of hea- 
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only atthe conclufion of the fermon give a fhort 
caution, faying, “ Good people, mind there 
“is no merit; and thatall your ftrength to do 
“ right is from Chrift.” Alas! the moft com- 
mon profeflor and ignorant gofpel-hearer, will 
own that is true, they may learn many ortho- 
dox fentences of that fort, but they are words 
of courfe, that they have learned by cuftom 
and conftant hearing; while yet their hope of 
pleafing God is fill founded upon fomething 
done in them, or by them, being naturally 
glued to the law; and fo, they may profes 
that there is no juftification by the works» of 
the law, but by the faith of Chrift, or by the 
works of Chrift received by faith; yet they 
continue as great enemies to the crofs of Chrit 
as the moft profane perfons that ever lived; 
and, if they continue in that ftate, fhallas fure- 
ly perifh, with their righteoufnefs, as others, 
with their fins; for, Jf righteou/ne/s come: by. the 
law, then Chrift is dead in vain. And yet fome 
cannot endure to hear any thing {poken againtt 
felf-righteoufnefs ; asif no perfon were in dan- 
ger of being ruined thereby: whereas this»is 
a great part of the ftrong man’s armour where- 
by he keeps poffeffion of fouls, and as if they 
were all new /chemers and Antinomans * that 
preach up the :righteoufnefs -of Chrift, as the 
alone fure foundation of the fpiritual temple, 
in oppofition tothat natural and damnable felf- 
righteoufnefs. ‘The apoftle of the Gentiles was 
charged thus in his day ; but what is his vin- 
dication? Why; fays he, Do we make void the law, 
through faith? .Nay, we eftablif{hithe law. We lead 
to a righteoufnefs whereby God.can fave us to 
the credit of his law; to the honour of his :‘ho- 
linefs; to the fatisfaction of his juftice; and to 
the glory of all‘his perfections. And therefore, 
if] have obtained any favour and grace from 
the Lord, to be faithful to the fouls of people in 
my minifterial {tation, I muftteftify and declare 
to you all that hear me, in the awful name and 
authority of the great and\eternal God, who 
will. call you and me to anfwer for what we 
do, before his dreadful tribunal, that whoever 
think to ftand in judgment*upon the rotten 
foundation of any legal righteoufnefs, :good 
works, duties;.or performances of their own, 
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_ they fhallasfurely perifh in theirrighteoufneds, 


as ever any of :the damned in hell perifhed in 
their fins; becaufe this righteoufnefs of yours 
is but a_/inful mighteoufnefs, and there is no 
falvation but by a perfect. righteoufnefs: | I 
{peak not only to the grofly ignorant, buteven 
toall thefe, who, though they may have found 
heads and foundopinions, profefling that there 
is no juftification by the works of the law; yet, 


are fo far from: having a found heart; anda, 
found faith, that they are/eeking falvation, ‘as it 


were, by the works of the law, as did Irael,: Rom. 
ix. 31;°32.; but thy perifhed in the caufe ;. for, 
they fumbled at that flumbling-fone, that fure and 
only foundation that am {peaking of... Imuft 
fay, then, of all other foundations, befides this, 
that men are ready to build upon; I mutt fay 
of them, as Ghrift faid to his difciples, when 
they fhewed him: the fabric of the material 
temple, There hall not be left one ftone upon another, 
that hall not be thrown down..*The apoftle cuts 
off all other foundations befides Chrifts/1 Cor. 
iii, 11. faying, Another foundation can no man lay, 
than that whichis laid, which is Chrift ;: and he did 
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not fpeak ignorantly; for he faw, by the in- 
{piration of the Holy Ghoft; that. he was a wi/é 
mafter-builder, ver..to. And therefore, wewould 
be but mad builders, if wefhould teach you to 
build upon any othéer-foundation;. yea, or to 
build, as it were, upon any other foundation, 
by mixing any of our-own rubbifhwitlnit, as 
if this were not a fufficient foundation. .To 
daub «with untempered mortar: in this»cafe, 
were enough to:bring a:curfe upomany angel 
in heaven, let: be any minifter omearth : there- 
fore, the apoitle, {peaking on this very fubject, 
fays, Uf we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
Soy pel, let him. be:accurfed.. Gurfedsbe the man or 
angel, that»dare build:a temple for Gody upon 
any other ground than this blefled foundation. 
Quest. How hall we know then; if the founda- 
tion of the fpiritual temple be laidin us? Thats, in 
fhort, if:Chrift be» formed in you, or not;.and if 
you be:built upon Chrift:as your foundation. 
I es you thefe fcriptural marks for2your 
triat. | mes! | 
1. If this, foundation be laid, you haverkeen 
humbled under afenfe of your‘own /in and folly, 
in building. your hope upon any other foundation, 
and thereby flighting this:foundation. This 
is imported in the! promife of the Spirit to scon- 
vince of fin, efpecially of unbelief, John xvi. 8. 
He fhall. reprove the world of jfinp of righteoufie/s, 
and of judgment ; of ifin; becaufe they believe not in:me'; 
that is, becaufe they have not built upon me 
as thefoundation«:/Now, hasithe Spirit of God 
ever convinced ‘and humbled you, for your fin 
of unbelief in flighting the Son of Gody'and 
feeking to build on‘other foundations? If you 
know:nothing of| this, it:is:to be feared, the 
foundation is not yet laid; bub if: you do, «itais 
anievidence that God.eithershath begun, ‘or‘is 
beginning the good!work.) yo.) ian 
2i:If this foundation be laid, then yow have 
been made to guit your’ bold of all other founda- 
tions, and to .givecup with them; yea, .to:de- 
{pife themras dung*in comparifon of this foun- 
‘dation: What things) vere gain to'mé, fays Paul, 
thefe I counted: lofs\for-Chrift, Philviii. 8. - What 
thmgs doth he-{peak of? ‘Why, itis even his'4g4 
things, his befirighteou/ne/s; for he was concern- 
ing the law, a:Pharifee; concerning zeal; per- 
fecuting the church ;:and: concerning therigh- 
teoufnefs, which. is of the law, a -blamelefs 
perfon:: yet all this he counts lofs for Chrift, 
You will fay, “: That was therightéoufnefs:he 
“had: before his converfion'y‘but doth he‘not 
““efteem better of shis righteoufnefs after’his 
“ converfion?” .Nay,:he puts that among'the 
defpicable dung:too -‘Y va; doubtle/s, and I count @ll 
things but ‘lofs and dung) for, DoG’s*MEAT,} a8 it 


issin the original, forthe excellency of the knowledge .. 
of Chrift Fefus my-Lord, that I may win him atdbe 


Sound in him, not having mine own righteoufne/s, which 
is of the lau), “but ‘the righteoufne/s which is of Cod 
by faith,:unto all, and upon allthem that’ believe. 
Have you thus been.made-.to quit the hold of 
all ether foundations; and to defpife them as 
dung:in comparifon of this foundation? This 
faysnnuch-forcyomisd i henepems oosioh. on 

3: Have you cordially and réfalutely been'made 
to lay the whole weight of your fouls ‘and bodies, 


-and.all that.concern them for time:and eterfii- 


ty, and. the whole weight-of your: falvation 
upon this foundation, and upon it only? “This 
is the foul’s echo to that-call, Pfal. lv. 22. Caf 
pe i Res ; yc : Fi bi f IG Lis 
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thy burden on the Lord, and he fhall-fuftain thees, And 
to that, 1 Pet.iv.7. Caf all your cares upon bim, 
for: be careth :forxyou., This isthe foul’s motion 
‘to Chrit for reft; ‘Mat. xi..28. Come to me, all ye 
that labour and:are heavy laden, and I will give you 
ref. .Now, have you thus come, and found 
re{tto your heart and:confcience, by cafting all 
the burdens of: your fin and guilt,-allthe cares 
of -your falvation andieternalbhappinefs upon 
this: blefled foundation?» Whychen, your por- 
tion iis: provided; your everlafting .felicity is 
fecured tor ever; you may fay, truly, what the 
tool faid, vainly, Soul, take .thpreft, thou haft goods 
laid uprnot forimauy years only; but.for allthe.ages 
pfeternity. \f all‘youriburdens and cares be laid 
wpor the foundation, what haveyou tocare for? 
Why fay. you;\Yhould. a foulsthat is.come to. Chrift 
haveino more Care about.falvation? Ianf{wer; There 
is aafinfub-care ofvanxiety;:doubts,; and fears ; 
thisihe ought:no more'to have: but there is a 
holycare of activity. and diligence, to:teftify his 
gratitude to the God of his falvation; this he 
ought to have: both thefe: you fee, Phil. iv. 6. 
Bevcarefulformothing; but im ievery thing by prayer 
and fupplication, with :thank/giving, let your requefts 
be ‘itade, known to God. Therefore, » | ) 
xo4olf this foundation be;laid, then you will 
live upon the foundation, and have a real and 
Conant communion vith the foundation, by.cleaying 
to-it; and abiding: inaty yaft\as: the ftone of a 
building -cleavescto, abides} with, and, in a 
ananner,lives;tpon' the foundation. : Now; do 
you:live uponchis living foundation, fo.as you 
cannot live wathout: him?zioAs Chrift- himfelf 
fays} Without:me ye:can do. nothing >for, SEPARATE 
ROMs ME, thecfoundation, |! yeocan' do: ‘nothing. 
Eyipocritesy and: legalifts,-andall that are not 
Auilt onsthis foundation, theycan doall things 
themfelves; they can read,,and pray, and hear, 
andj communicate; and:what:not; they! think 
it}is:very-eafily done,.andywhat fhould hinder 
them. -Alas! they! know not what itis to:live 
upon the foundation; to,lean:upomand draw 
virtue from.the:foundation::butsthe believer 
dands it otherwife,:even that he cannot live,-he 
\cannot move, he cannot act fpiritually in any 
duty whatloevér,. without {piritual communi- 
avons of lite; ight, and: ftrength: his: tif iis 
hid with, Chrif-im,God; and fo-he hues, yet nothe, 
hh ChrafiVivetbiau bin, and the life belivesis bythe 
fexthof-the Sat of Gods, Thus he lives inca‘con- 
dtant, dependericesupon the foundation. 
jorgedf.this foundation; be laid,’ then syourwill 
motonly live\upox, but live to this foundation. 
Ghritkisdaid, to de for ius, that they which live 
Veould.not\ henceforth: live to. themfelves, but to him 


that died for thein,and rofe again, 2.Cor.'v..15, Be- 


fore a man. be unite to this foundation,-he lives 
to, himéelf ;, felfis, atthe top:and. bottom of all 
his. beft duties.and- performances: . but:what- 


ever.remaiders of felfiis with the believer, yet . 


the power and. dominion. of -felf is fo far broken 
‘ga fhm, -that‘his felf-love,, felf-aims, and. felf- 
&£nds are his burden; and toliveto the honour 
and glory. of.a:God in Chrift.is.the chief.end 
he defires always to fet before him. In a-word, 
of Sulf-the foundation of. the.fpiritualitemple 
belaid,..then: the, Spirit of the foundation: will 

e in-yOu ;.for, Jf any. man havernot the Spirit of 
Goris: the 18. mone ofsbes; but, he-that is joined to the 
Lords one Sprit: and this Spirit within ithe:man 
isfometimes ¢ wimefling, and fealing, and 
comforting Spirit ; and alfo a cleanfing, puri- 
fying, and fanctifying Spirit,teadin g forth the. 
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believer habitually to fpiritual thoughts and 
meditations; and to a fpiritual walk and con- 
verfation. Now, thefe marks, I am fure, 
will ftand the trial of the word of God; and, 
therefore, fearch and try yourfelves thereby, 
whether the foundation of the fpiritual temple 
be laid or not. 


Ujye3. The next ufe fhall be for exhortation. 
Omitting all that might be faid by way of ter- 
ror, to all thefe in whom the foundation is not 
laid; being under the curfe.from the day that 
they were conceived:in' fin, and ‘brought forth in 
miquity ;\ yea, from the day that«yow fell in°A- 
dam; from thatday you are curfed of God: 
omitting alfo, what might °befaid by way of 
comfort to believers’in whom the foundation is 
laid, they being actually blefed from the mo- 
ment of their union to the-Son’ of God, ‘from 
this day.and for ever they are-blefled: omit- 
ting thefe, I fhall:clofe with a word of éxhor- 
tation to thofe two forts, viz. unbelievers and 
believers:. “Andjoc o>. é 

1f,'To all unbelievers, as the moft part are, 
that are ‘ftrangers to this laying of the founda- 
tion of the temple. My exhortation is, O-be reft- 
lefs till the foundation of the temple be laid, 
as you would not be laid under:the heavy curfe 
of God to all eternity, and for ever deprived of 
his bleffing.. And in order to the laying of this 
foundation of the temple, know, that the work 
is God’s; for, ‘not by power, nor by might, but ‘by 
bis Spirit is the foundation laid ; and therefore, 
cry for the Spirit of God, to. be poured out up+ 
on you;:and under his influence, follow thefe 
four means, which I fhall direct you to. 

1. Count the coft of the whole building before you 
begin: to lay the: foundation ; Which of you,+in- 
tending to build a tower, fays Chrift, fitteth not down 
jirft, and counteth the coft, whether he have fufficient 
to fim/b it? Left, baply, after he hath laid the founda- 
tion, ‘and 1s not able to fim/h it, all that behold it begin 
to mock him, Jaying, This man began to build, and was 
not able to finifhit; Luke xiv. 28,30. Some be- 
heve too foon by'a temporary faith, without 
ever counting the coft. This work mutt’ be 
done withideliberation; not that you need to 
deliberate whether it {hould: be-done or not; 
butithere needs mature deliberation that it be . 
right done. Many do rathly take up.a profef- 
hon of religion, and fo comes of them ;::foryin 
an evibday, they make defection, give up with 
all religion, and overturn the foundations that 
feemedto be laid; and no wonder, for the true 
foundation was never rightly laid. \'The Lord 
determines all his own fo to count the coft, that 
they muft have Chrift, coft what.it will ; and 
refolve ‘to cleave to him though it fhould coft 
them:the lofs of their friends, and means; and 
lives. tothe bargain. . : . 

2.: Look to this fame Spirit to help you to dip 
deep till you come to the rock. ‘All that lay the 
foundation right are acquaint with digging 
deep- There are thefe four things you fhould 
dig deep intowc: 5 . . 

~ (1x) Dig deep to fee your natural condition: oh! 
was you never-afraid for yourfelf, man, as be- 
ing under the curfe of God? Was you never 
afraid for the wrath of God, and the threate- 
nings of the law? Was you never afraid for 
the converfion: you-was born with, and for the 
faith and-hope you have had‘all your days, as 
if you had been born a convert? That conver- 
fion will carry you-to-hell if-you’ get no more; 
: es 2) ome 
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for you were bornan enemy to God, a flave of 
Satan, and an heir of hell. Oh! dig to fee 
your ftate of fin and mifery by nature, other- 
wife you will build upon a fandy foundation. 
' ea Alfo, dig deep to fee your hcart-plagues: 
and {ure I am, you will find it to be deceitful a- 
bove all things, and defperately wicked. If you faw 
-yourfelf, you would never fay, I hope Z have a 
good heart to God; as I have heard fome. poor, 
ignorant, brutifh people fay. Dig deep into 
your heart-plagues, and heart-wickednefs, like 
Ezekiel’s digging through the wall, to fee 
greater abominations than thefe, and fill greater and 
reater. Youthat dig in any meafure into your 
rearts, you will find much wickednefs therein; 
but if you dig deeper you will find more. 
Bre) pera dig deep to fee. your /oul- wants 


of all fpiritual good whatfoever, it is that foul 
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he help and advice of the moft frillful builders. 
Minifters of the gofpel are under-builders, and 
workers together with God; and you.are to take 
their help and advice, Mal. ii. 7. The priefs lips 
Should keep knowledge, and they fhould feck the law 
at his mouth; for he is the meffenger of the Lord of 
bois. And becaufe you fhould take their ad- 
vice, both in public ordinances and in private 
conference; therefore you have need to pray, 
that they be wife, faithful builders, not daub- 
ing with untempered mortar, orlayinga wrong 
foundation; for they muft anfwer for every 


oy An. order, 
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wrong pin of the building, if it come through 
their default. Their help is much worth, who - 
ur d of God himfelf to be builders, and 


sie 


re built up 


on the foundation themfelves ; 

earneft to have others founded 
ed to be all more {killful in the 
rial 
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I fay, the fire will try every man’s work, and burn 
up all rotten foundations. Therefore, plead of 
God, that we that are minifters, may be all 
wile builders, and put in cafe to give you good 
help in laying the foundation. And then, 

4. Above all things come to the foundation him- 
Jef; this foundation is laid in Zion that you 
may come to it: Thus faith the Lord, Behold, I lay 


im Zion; for a foundation, a flone, a tried fone, a fure 


Joundajron; he that believeth on him Shall never be 
confounded, fa. xxviii. 16. Though this founda- 
tion be not yetlaid fuljectively and efficacioufly in 
you; yet, I can affure you, it is laid objectively 
and dodrinally for you, in this gofpel, that you 
may come to it by faith; for, Toyou is the word 
of this Jalvation Jent. 1 can declare to you, in 
JEHoyAH’s name, that this foundation is able 
to bear the weight of your foul, and all the 
burdens that ly upon you, though they. be 
mountains of fin and guilt; for, He is able to 
Save tothe uttermof, And, I can affure you, in 
the fame name, that ¢here is no other foundation, 
no other name, given under heaven, whereby you can 
be faved; and that, you have all accefs to this 
foundation: Whofoever will, let him come. Let 
him, be never fo black and ugly; yea, thou gh 
to this day, he had been a drunkard, whore- 
monger, Sabbath-breaker; and even a fcorner 
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would win heaven, you cannot, of yourfelf, 
bring it forth: No man can come except the Father 
draw. But though you cannot come to this 
foundation, yet know it is a living foundation, 
it can come to you. Are you willing that the 
foundation come to you? That Chrift come to 
you, and put his Spirit within you, and put 
your lufts out of you? That he raze the old 
foundation, and lay you on himfelf as the fure 
foundation? If you can fay, in the fight of a 
heart-fearching God, that this day hath been 
fuch a,day of power, as that the Lord hath fo 
far broken your natural enmity, as to make 
‘you willing to cleave to this foundation, and 
to be put in like a pin of this bleffed build- 
ing, whereof Chrift is the corner-ftone; and 
willing that this living foundation come and 
put life in you, and do all your works in you, 
and for you, becaufe you can do nothing of 
yourfelf, then, 1 may fay, that this day the 
teniple-work is begun; and _from this day will he 
ble/s you. ‘Therefore, iad sm? 
““2dly, I proceed to drop a-word to you who 
are believers, and either now or formerly have 
the foundation of the temple laid within you. 
And my exbortationis, that you would, through 
‘grace, carry up the building upon this foundation ; 
building up yourfelves in the moft holy faith; and fo 
working out the work of your falvation with fear and 
trembling, becaufe it is God that worketh in you, both 


~ to will and to do. You will fay, “ True, I dare 
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you up, or to fit you for building the pillars 


of the temple, Jacutn and Boaz, frabilty and 


Strength ? ee. . 

2. In order to the right building, bring all 
your ffones out of God's quarry, and all your mate- 
rials for building out of Chriff’s fulnefs. What are 
the materials for the building? They are the 


_graces of the Spirit, viz. faith, love, repentance, 


knowledge, and all other graces: you cannot 
build the fpiritual temple without thefe. Fath 
is the clofing with, and joining to the founda- 
tion: Jove is the cement that binds and knitsit 


to him for it, in whom are hid all the treafures 
of wifdom and knowledge? Where will you get 
repentance, if you go not to him for it? For, 
He is a Prince and a Saviour, by the right-hand of 
God, to give repentance to I/rael. God hath made 
him the great Treafurer; it hath pleafed the Fa- 
ther that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell, that we 
might be complete in him. But in cafe you think 
this quarry is far off, you need not fay, Who 
will go up to heaven, and bring down Chrift?’ Or, 
who will defcend into the deep, and bring him up? He 
is near in the word; youmay dig in this quarry, 
and yet go no farther than the Bible that is in 
your hand.—The promifes of the covenant 
themfelves are excellent materials for the build- 


wind, acovert from the tempef ; as rivers of waters 
in a dry n 
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all the Ifrael of God. Let that word found ftill 
in your ears, Pfal. xxxvii. 37. Départ from evil, 
and dwell for evermore ; and furely, if you be in 
your element, you will be faying, O that’ my 
ways were directed to keep thy flatutes! O let me not 
wander from thy commandments. O enlarge my heart, 
that I may run the way of thy commandments. But, 
befides the precept of the law in the hand of a 
Mediator, there are the examples of the faints 
in {cripture that belong to this fquare and line 
for the building, éfpecially the example of the 
King of faints, Chriit Jefus; Who hath left us an 
example; ‘that we fhould follow his fleps. Set Chrift 
before you in your building; and learn of him 
Sor hers meek and lowly. | 
- *4. In order tothe right and fuccefsful build- 
ing, feek more and more difplays of the glory 
of God in the face of Chri; for, fays the Pfalmift, 
When the Lord fhall build up Zion, he will appear in 
his glory.’ As the foundation‘is laid by faving 
difcoveries of his glory; fo the building is ftill 
advanced by this fame means: according as 
you are made to behold bis glory as in a gla/s, fo 
fhall you be changed into the Jame image, from glory 
to glory» and thus the building fhall go up. 
/§. Tha’ word, call in always the afffance of 
the'great Architect and Mafter-builder ; for, Except 
the Lord build the houfe, they labour in. vain, that 
build t: Be always coming to him, 1 Pet. 11. 4. 
Be much about his hand, in the ufe of means; 
praying in fecret, fearching the {criptures, and 
the like: but fill remember, whatever is in- 
cumbent on you, in*point of means and duty, 
the whole work is his in point’of power and 
efficiency. Saints may weep for Zion, but the 
Lord muft build her. It is he that lays the foun- 
dation ; for, The Lord hath founded Zion. It is he 
that raifes the fuperftructure; by working in us 
both to will and to do of his good pleafure. And it 
is he that mutt finifh the work, and lay on the 
_ cope-ftone, with fhouting, crying, Grace, grace, 
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unto it. ‘Therefore, O give him employment; 
and let him have all the work, who will have 
all the glory. Employ him to remove all the 
mountains of difficulty that ftand in the way 
of this building; for, it is he that mut fay, 
Who art thou, O great mountain, before our Zerubba- 
bel, thou fhalt become a plain. 


Now, I have done, and if any be going a- 
way without Chrift, or without having this 
foundation laid, you are going away with 
God’s curfe upon you; and though you do not 
fee it now, yet it will meet with you fearfully 
at death and judgment; and ly upon you hea- 
vily to all eternity.—You will never do a good 
turn as long as you are off this foundation; 
whatever you may do, that is naturally good, 
you are incapable of doing any thing fpiritu- 
ally good, and acceptably good; for, They that 
are in the fle/h, and out of Chrift, they cannot pleafe 
God. And fo, as long as the foundation is not 
laid, you will never have a day to do well. But 
I hope, fome are going away, rejoicing and 
glorying in this foundation: and if there be 
any here that. are,brought to glory in Chrift as 
the foundation of their hope; the foundation 
of their peace with God; the foundation of 
their holinefs and comfort; the. foundation of 
their light and life, ftrength and liberty; the 
foundation of their grace, and glory, and eter- 
nal falvation: .O bleffed are you now! and 
bleffed {hall you be for ever: whatever {piri- 
tual damps or temporal difficulties you ma 
come under after this, yet you fhall be bleffed 
in profperity and adverfity; though God fhould 
vifit your iniquities with rods, yet the rod is in a 
friend’s hand; his loving-kindne/s will he not take a 
way. Yea, if this hath been a believing day to 
you,a foundation-laying day,oratemple-build- 
ing day, then I muft tell you, in the great 
name of God, that from this day will he ble/s you, 
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Giavd Tipines in Sap Times; or, the City of God, in the 
Times of Trouble and Confufion, watered with the River of 


Confolation. * 


~Psaum xivi. 4. There is a river, the fireams whereof do make glad the city of God. 


come toa greater height, in the people 

of God, than in the time of affliction, 
perfecution, and tribulation; then they are 
readily moft zealous Chriftians who are Chriftians 
indeed; and when zeal abounds, then joy and 
peace im beheving abounds alfo. I remember 
Moulin, fpeaking of the French proteftants, 
fays, “ When papifs hurt us, and afflict us for 
“ reading the {criptures, we then burn in zeal 
“ to be reading them: but when perfecution 
“ is over, our Bibles are like old canta.” 
When the people of God are pafling through 
the fire of affliction, then he ufes to Xe out the 
ftreams of the river of life to their hearts, to 


Tc: tide of joy and con/olation hath never 


* This fermon was preached in Annandale, on Sabbath, Auguft 27th, 1738. a hath undergone three impreffions, , 


allay the burning heat of the fire, and to give 
them the oil of joy for mourning. . 
The Pfalmift here, in the church’s name, 
moft triumphantly exprefles her confidence in 
God, and. that in defpite of all imaginable 
dangers, in the fecond and third verfes, We will 
not fear though the earth be removed ; and though the 
mountains be carried into the midft of the Jea: though 
the waters thereof roar, and be troubled, though the 
mountains [hake with the /welling thereof. By thefe 
expreffions we are to underitand the reelings 
and commotions that are in the world, with 
the violence and rage of the enemies of the 
church. And, in the words of our reading, he 
fubjoins the matter of the church’s con/olation, 


amid 
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amidft all the reeling and confufions in the world, 
There is a river, the fireams whereof make glad the 
city of God. Where you have thefe four things. 

1. The name given to the church; it isa city. 

2. The owner and proprietor thereof ; it isGop; 
the city of God. 

3. The fad circumfances of the city here fup- 
pofed, while all is in confufion and commotion. 

4. The gladening provi/ion made for the city, 
amidtt all /adening circumftances of the inhabitants ; 
There is a river, the fireams whereof do make glad 
the city of God. 


Doct. That the church, which is the city of God, 
hath the fweeteft grounds of encouragement, even 
in the fadeft times. 


Thus amidft all the confufions that encom- 
paffed the church here, we are informed, that 
there is a river, the fireams whereof make glad the 
city of God. : 

The method we would lay down, for the pro- 
fecution of, this fubject, through divine at 
fiftance, fhall be, 


I. To fpeak of the city of God. 

II. Shew what are thefe /ad times, that put 
the city of God into confu/ion. 

iil. Speak of thefe /weet grounds of encourage- 
ment that the church, or city of God, hath 
in thefe fad times, imported in this river, 
the fireams whereof do make glad the city of God. 

IV. Deduce inferences for the application. 


I. To {peak of the cty of God. Many_a great 
and famous city hath been in the world. Tyrus 
was a magnificent city; this was turned defo- 
late by Alexander. Nineveh was a great and 
populous city; but now it would puzzle a tra- 
veller to point out the place where it was... Ba- 
bylon was a great city; but now whereis it? It is 
called, Babylonthe great ; but, with thefame breath 
the angel cries, /t is fallen. But this city of God 
hath trampled upon the graves of many great 
and remarkable cities, that had their begin- 
nings feveral thoufand years after it. Glorious 
things have been fpoken of thee, O city of God, Pfal. 
Ixxxvii. 3. And whence this glory is derived, 
you fee in the latter claufe of the verfe, where 
my text lies, The holy things of the tabernacle of the 
Mof High. 

Here two things may be enquired, 1. Why 
the church of God is compared toa city. 2. Why 
itis called the city of God. 

if, Why is the church of God compared to 
a city? 

1. Acity is a place of /ecurity. This was the 
end why men built cities, to fecure themfelves 
from the enemies that might attack them: fo 
this city of God is of fuch fecurity and defence, 
that there is no fhelter to be had elfewhere, no 
place free from the incurfions of the devil, but 
this city, wherein his works are deftroyed, and 
his fiery darts quenched. Cities ufe to have their 
walls, and their watchmen upon their walls: 
even fo, this city of God is a ftrong city ; Sal- 
vation doth God appoint for walls and bulawarks, Va. 
xxvl. 1. And there are watchmen upon thefe 
walls, that /hall never hold their peace, nor keep fi- 
lence, Ta. Ixii, 6. God himfelf is the force that 
defends it; and this makes it impregnable: 
God is our refuge and frength, a very prefent help in 
trouble, Pfa. xlvi. 1. 

2. A city is a place of /aciety, infomuch, that 
‘what one wants, another fupplies; they have 
mutual fellowfhip one with another: fo in the 
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church of Chrift, there is a fweet fociety and 
communion they have together. The faints 
pray for one another, comfort one another, 
when they meet together, as the apoftle com- 
mands, 1 Pet. iv. 8, 9, Above all things have fer- 
vent charity among yourfelves; for charity fhall cover 
the multitude of fins. Ufe hofpitality one to another 
without grudging ; as every man hath received the 
gift, even fo mimfler the Jame one to another, as good 
Stewards of the manifold grace of God. Yea, 

3. A city is a place of unity, that people may 
therein live together in peace and concord: fo in 
the church of God, there isa holy fraternity and 
agreement in the truth; that fhould take place, 
otherwife it is a confpiracy againft heaven. — 
A city is\a fociety, of, men that live and dwell 
together, united by.one. common interef#: even 
fois the church, of God, namely, a fociety of 
men united in one undivided znteref, Eph. iv. 
4, 5. There. is. one-body, whereof Chrift is the 
Head, one Lord, one faith, one baptifm, one advocate, 
one God and Father of all. Ferufalem is a city built 
compactly together. —A city 1s a fociety of .men 
that live together under the fame common laws, 
fubject to one and the fame government and 
fovereign power: fo it is with the church of 
God ; it is a lovely fociety, having a rule and 
Governor,.even Chrift himfelf, The eternal Son 
of God, on whote,/houlders the government lies. 
No. creature can, without the moft palpable 
blafphemy, affume to himfelf this power over 
the church of God; The Lord is our Fudge; the 
Lords our Lawgiver; the Lord is our King; he-will 
Jave us, Rev. XV+3. Fuji and true are thy ways, 
thou Kang of fats... Chrift doth enact laws, and 


“appoint governors in his houfe; Obey them that 


rule. over you; for they watch as they that muft give 
an. account. rey 

4. Acity is a place of trade and traffic, where 
there is bying and felling: fo the city of God 
is a place of merchandife.. Here isthe market 
of free grace; Ho, every one that thirfleth, come 
ye tothe waters, and he that hath no money ; come ye, 
buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk, without 
money and without price. Here is the pearl of great 
price expofed to fale, for the procuring of which, 
the wife merchant doth /ell all that he hath. Here 
are all things neceflary for poor finners ; Rev. 
ii. 18. J counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the 
fire, that thou mayft be rich ; and white raiment that 
thou mayft be clothed ; and eye-falve, that thou mayft 
Jee. And allis to be had freely; Whofoever will, 
let bim come, and take of the water of life freely. Here 
then is a place of trade and traffic: and if you 
trade the right way, Sirs, in a fhort time, you 
may make a. great purchafe, and grow prodi- 
gioufly rich.” 

5. The church is compared to a city, becaufe 
it is a place of freedom and liberty ; fuch as, free- 
dom from the guilt of fin, the condemning 
wrath of God, the curfe of the moral law; from 
this present evil world, bondage to Satan, and do- 
minion of fin; from the evil of afflictions, the 
fting of death, the victory of the grave, and e- 
verlafting damnation; as alfo freedom of ac- 
cefs. to God, and yielding obedience unto him, 
not out of flavifh fear, but a child-like love and 
willing mind. ‘teal 

6. A city is a place of order and regularity ; it 
hath its conftitutions and ordinances: and fuch 
a city is the church of God; the confitutions 
whereof, we think, are the‘articles of the gra- 
cious covenant of redemption or grace; fuch 
as, 1 will take away the heart of flone, and give an 
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heart of flefh;\ Iwill write-my law in their hearts ; 
Twill by their.God, and they fhall be my people ; Iwill 
put my fear in their heart, that they [hall not depart 
Jrom my flatutes. The city of God is nota law- 
_ lefs city: for whereas the law of God to Adam 
had the impreflion thereof.defaced by corrup- 
tion,, it is here reftored again-by the tenor of 
the fecond covenant. — Again, it hath its infiituti- 
ons and ordinances: the King of the city tells us 
every day, almoft, frony his word, what fervice 
he will have, and likewife the manner thereof 3 
how the affairs of this city fhall be adminifter- 
' ed,..and by.whom; and we are not to be wife 
above what is written, nor to be fubjectto the 
ordinances, traditions, inventions, ‘and doc- 
trines of men, Col. ii. 20, —23.—A city isa fo- 
ciety of per/ons, into which we enter in a. regu- 
lar way. You know it is the cuftom of all ci- 
ties, that ftrangers are admitted to the privile ges 
and ammunities of the, city by. their burgefs- 
act: fo there is a regular way by which we en- 
ter into the.city of God. .There is a door; and 
fee what the door is, John x. 9. Iam the door, 
fays Chrift, dy me, if any man enter in, he Shall be 
faved, and fhall £0 in and out, and find pafture. Who- 
ever enters intothe vifible church, if they come 
not in by this door, they are not of the true 
citizens, or invifible church ; and therefore 
fhall not partake of the faving privileges there- 
Oh ore 

_ 7. Acity 1s.a place of ref, and commodious 
to live in; and thus it is oppofed to a wilder- 
nefs, Pflal. cvit. 4.. They, wandered ina wilderne/s, 
in a folitary way; they found no city to dwellin: even 
fo, this city of God. is the only place where 
folid reft is to be found. Thefe that are with- 
out the city, without the church, they are in 
a, wildernefs, in a folitary, way: there is ‘no reft 
nor folid peace to any but thefe who are made 
denizons of the city of God. a 

. 8. Acity isa place of privileges, a privileged 
place :; fo the privileges even of the vifible 
church are many and great, much more the 
invifible. | 

- (1.) There are privileges of the church wi/- 
ble; they have the fountain opened to them for fin 
and uncleanne/s, Zech. xiii. 1. Grace proclaimed 
tothem, which Turks andPaganshave not; Zh, 
every one that thirfteth, come to the waters; he that 
hathno money, let bim cone, buy wine and milk, without 
money and without price. —They have a right and 
title to God’s ‘covenant, by virtue of a general 
adoption, {o as they may plead the fame, and 
Jay hold on eternal hfe, as given to them in the 
gofpel, Rom. ix. 4. 1 John v. 11.—They have 
this right to God’s covenant /ealed, ratified, and 
confirmed in baptifm; therein God gives them 
the fure mercies of David, Acts xiii. 34. The pro- 
mife 1s to you and to your children, and to all that are 
afar of, evento as many as the Lord our God hall call, 


Acts 11. 39. To whom the covenant belongs, 


and the promife ; to them belongs the /ea/ of 
the covenant of promife.—Hence alfo the door 


of accefs to God, through Chritt, is open to 


them, and they may come with freedom and 
boldnefs for mercy and grace to help in time of need, 
Heb. iv. 16.—Again, they have, by virtue of 
their general adoption, an intereft in many fatherly 
atts of pity towards them, as children of the 
family, though in an outward fenfe, fuch as 
infiruction, correction, and reproof. God inftructs 
them by his word, corrects them by his rod, 
reproves them by his fervants for their fecuri- 
ty, ee formality, unbelief, and what- 
waprerkias Lt. 7 
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ever other faults. God»deals not fo kindly 
with the reft.—Again, when they go to the 
right or left-hand, they hear the voice behind them, 
Saying, This is the way, walk ye mit: they have 
the way of /ife and /alvation pointed out to them. 
—rIn a: word, they have’ minifers, word, facra- 
ments; ordinances ;, many privileges that others 
want. They have officers in this city; and, as 
all cities have.a right to chufe their officers and 
magiftratess fo; furcly, the city of God hatha 
right, to chufe its own officers and minifters : 
If they be robbed of ‘this; they are fpoiled of 
their freedom, as burgefles in the city of God. 
(2,) The ‘church invifible hath many great 
privileges’ that‘belong to all the citizens of 
the city of God, and that-none have'a right 
unto; till they become fellow-citizens with the faints, 
and of the houfhold of God.» Many fpiritual pri- 
vileges they have, fuch as thefe; peace with 
the King, pardon and reconciliation in the blood 
of Chrift; the Prince of peace is the Lord of the 
city: they are all like their King that dwells 
in the midft of the city, Changed into the Jatile.1- 
mage.. They areall kings, Kings and priefis unto 
their God, Reviis'7. ‘The Lamb is the light of the 
place, and they are light in the Lord. {t refem- 
bles,the city of the New Jerufalem, no temple 
there but Chrift, not light there but Chritt; 
The Lord fhall be thy everlafting light, and thy God 
thy glory.—They have peace of confcience, fanc- 
tification, eternal life.-—They have accefs to the 
King’s table;-iyea, they have the ear of their 
Prince without a tedious attendance at court, 
as itis in this world; in Chrift we have boldne/s 
and acce/s, with confidence, by the faith of hbim.—In 
a word, they have the privileges of an un- 
doubted title tothe city of the New Jerufalam a- 
bove. Every true citizen here hath letters of 
conduct from his princé, and death and hell 
cannot ftop the: way; they have their King’s 
pais, and therefore fhall go forward: they are 
bleffed with all fpiritual blefings in Chrift, Eph. i. 3. 

g. Acity is a place of pomp.and /plendour, ef{pe- 
cially a metropolis, or capital city; there is a’ 
king, the court,,the throne: fo in the church, here 
is the Aing of kings, his dwelling -place: here is 
the court, all believers that attend upon him: 
here is the throne of grace; and they that dwell 
in this city have continual occafion of Seeing the 
King in his beauty. 

10. Acity is a place of pleafure and beauty, be- 
yondall villagesandcountry-cottages; fee what 
is faid of this city, the church of God, Pfal. 
xlviii. 2. Beautiful for fituation, the Joy of the whole 
earth 1s mount Zion. Here alfo are to be heard 
the fongs of Zion; the joyful found through 
the filver trumpet of the gofpel. 

2dly, Why is the church called the city of God? 
I anfwer, |. | , 

1. It may be called the city of God, becaufe he 
dwells in it; God is in the mdft of her, fays the 
verfe following my text. The place where a 
man or woman dwells, is called their city; fo 
the town of Bethany is called, The city, OY town 
of Mary and Martha: {o this is the city of God, 
becaufe he hath fixed his refidence there; The 
Lord hath chofen Zion: this is my reft, here will I 
fay: it is here the King of glory keps his court ; 
it is the city of the great King, Pfal. xlviii. 2. 

2. Itis called the city of God, becaufe he found- 
ed it, and built it. This is the anfwer that is 
given to the meflengers of the nations, The 
Lord hath founded Zion, Ifa. xiv. 32. He hath 
founded it in his eternal decree, laid the founda- 
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tion of it in the covenant of redemption or grace, 
and he hath built it on the foundation of prophets 
and apofiles, Fefus Chrift himfelf being the chief cor- 
ner flone ; and fo it may be called the city of God. 

3. It may be called the city of God, becaufe it 
derives all privileges and immunities from him. 
This city hath its magnalha, or great things, from 
him: all that it does enjoy was purchafed by 
the blood of Chrift, and came to the church 
by promife through him, J: whom all the pro- 
mifes are Yea and Amen. Grace here, and glory: 
hereafter, all are derived from God, as the 
fruits and effects of his free grace: therefore it 
may well be called the city of God. 

4. It may be called his city, becaufe heis the 
chief Ruler and Governor in the city. He is the’ 
fupreme Sovereign, that hath the chief com- 
mand of it. He is the Legiflator here. Here 
he publithes his commands and royal orders ; 
and he will call all the citizens to an account 
of their obedience, for he will judge every man 
according to his works. : 

5. It is his city; becaufe it is his property. 
‘He not only poffefles it, founded it, privilges 
it, and governs it, but it is his own property ; 
it belongs to him, and none other: he hath a 
manifold claim to it. He gave a being to all 
citizens of the city; He made them; and not they 
themfelves: he made themas’*men, and he 
made them as believers: he redeemed them 
by his blood. And, 

6. He draws the rent of it. «There is a reve- 
nue of praife that he doth draw from them, 
more than all the reft of the world; This people 
have I formed for myfelf, and they fhall /bew forth 
all my praife. Upon all thete accounts the 
church may well be called the city of God. 


Il. The next general head propofed was, ‘To 
fhew what are thefe /ad times that put the city 
of God into confufion. There are fad times 
with reference to the church in general, and 
with reference to the people of God in parti- 
cular. | 

if, There are fome fad times with reference 
to the church in general. As, 

1. Itis a fad time when God’s dz/penfations to- 
words his church and people feem to contradut 
his promie, to contradict their prayers, and to 
contradict their hope and expectation ; to contra- 
dict their defres and wrefflings: when the knife 
of providence is, as it were, at the throat of 
Ifaac, at the throat of the promife and hope of 
his people. 

2. Itis a fad time when thechurch is oppre/- 
ed by the wicked, perfecuted for the fake of truth, 
and when the bufh is burning, and all in a 
flame; when he /hews his people bard things, and 
makes them drink the wine of aftonifhment, Pfal. 1x.3. 
When the enemy breaks in pieces bis people, and af- 
jucts his heritage, Pfal. xciv. 3. And when thefe 
afflictions are continued, and enemies make long 


their furrows, while, like plowers, They plow upon 


their back, Pfal. cxxix. 

_ 3- Itis a fad time when the Lord feems to 
difregard the prayer and cry of bis people, and rather 
to be.angry at them; Pfal. Ixxx. 4. O Lord of 
bofis, how long wilt thou be angry at the prayer of thy 
people! Lam. iii. 8. When T cry and fhout, he fbut- 
teth out my prayer. Sometimes he feems inex- 
orable, and will not grant the fuit of his fpe- 
cial favourites, when interceding in behalf 
of the church, even the fuit of a Noah, Daniel, 
and Job, the fuit of a Mofes and Samuel, éc. 
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4. It is afad time in the city when the Lord 
fuffers enemies within or without doors, to 
over-run all his own work, to pluck ‘up the vie 
which bis own right-hand hath planted, Pfal. lxxx. 
8,—16: To caft fire into the fanctuary, to pull down 
the carved work, as with axes and hammers, Pfal. 
Ixxiv.'4, 5, 6, 7..-He that runs may read, 
that this is the fad cafe of the church in our 
day. 22. ~ a 

7 i It isa fad time when fm and error overflow 
all their banks, and run in upon the city, and 
when Satan's feat is in the midft of the city; 
Rev. ii. 13. [know thee where thou dwelleft, even 
avhere Satan's feat is, and thou haft them that hold the 
doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing Ihate. When 
in the church of Chrift there are that hold the 
doctrine of Arians, Atheifts, Deifts, the doctrine 
of Arminians, Socinians, Pelagians, and the 
like. Oh! butafinning time, wherein profanity. 
abounds, and a time of error ‘in do¢trine 1s @ 
fad time. names 

6. It is a fad time when faithful citizens and 
officers are removed, and few or none left to fill 
their room; when woful apoftafy takes place; 
when the courts of the city are corrupted ; 
when feminaries of learning are defiled; and 
pulpits and Sabbaths profaned; when Refor- 
mation is hated, inftead of being revived; and 
when the Spirit is reftrained, and nothing but 
barrennefs of the churches appears; few or no 
real converts to be feen. When there is botha 
{carcity of faithful paftors, and paucity of found 
profefors: when minifters are tinctured with 
loofe principles, and ftudy flourifhing ha- 
rangues, inftead of powerful, evangelical, apphea- 
tory preaching: when faints are become rare, 
Pfal. xii.'1. Ha. vii. t. Jer. v..1. Micah vit. 2. 

2dly, ‘There are fad times with reference to 
the people of God in particular. 

1. Itis a fad time with them when the Lord 
hides bis face from them; Thou didft hide thy face, 
and I was troubled, Pfal. xxx. 7. When they are 
made to'cry out, How long wilt thou forget me! 
bow long wilt thou hide thy face! Pfal. xiii. 1. 

2. It is a fad time, when the Lord contends 
with them, and yet doth not tell them where- 
fore, as it was with Job, when he faid, Shew 
me wherefore thou contendeft with me. 

3. It is a fad time with them, when God is 
a terror to them, and they are put to fay, Lord, 
be not a terror unto me, Jer. xvii. 17. While I fuffer 
thy terrors I am diftracted. 

4. It is a fad time with them, when they are 
in darkne/s, when they walk m darkne/s, and have 
no light, fa.1. 10. When encompafied with 
the darknefs of fears and doubts, and fad ap- 
prehenfions. 

5. It‘is a fad time with them, when grace 
comes under a lamentable decay in their foul, 
and they are left to pine away in their iniqui- 
ty: when inftead of tenderne/s of heart, hardne/s 


‘of beart feizes them; Ifa. lxiti. 17. O Lord, why 


haft thou made us to err from thy ways? and harden- 
ed our heart from thy fear ? 3 

6. It is a fad time with them, when corrup- 
tion prevails, and when the flaves and fervants 
come to ride upon horfes in their foul; and 
nothing to be heard but, O wretched man that I 
am! who fhall deliver me from the body of this death? 
— When temptations are throng, and inward hel- 
lith injections, tending to athei/m, infidelity, bla/- 


phemy, and profanity, and many thorns in the © 


fleth buffeting them.— When _ nothing is left 
but complaints of hardne/s, blindne/s, weaknefs, 
serie eres impotency, 
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impotency, treachery, failings, /hortcomings, and the 
power of corruptions and temptations, 


Ill. The third general head propofed was, To 
fpeak of thefe weet grounds of encouragement, 
that the church, or city of God hath amidf 
thefe fad times, imporied in the Riykgr, the 
fireams whereof do make glad the city of God. Were 
I fhall thew, what is the river; why God is 
compared to a river ;.and touch at the nature 


_ of this gladne/s. . 


if, What is the RIvER that makes glad the 
city of God? | | 
Lanfwer, God himfelf is the river, as in the 


- following verfe, God is in the midft of her. 


give bim, 


.1. God the FaTuer is the river; Jer. i 13. 
For my people have committed two great evils; they 
have forfaken me the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cifterns, broken cifterns that can hold 
uo water. | ; 

2. God the Son is the river, the fountain of 


SAD TIMES. 


5S 


Pfal. xlv. 7. 1 John ii. 27, This is the wind that 
fills their fails, and forwards their voyage to 
the heavenly harbour: this is the well of water 
that Jprings up in them to everlafting hfe: this is 
the fre that makes their hearts burn within them: 
and this is the o7/ of joy that anoints the wheels 
of their fouls for running their Chriflian race; 
the joy of the Lordis their frength. Andallrunning 
in the channel of the covenant of promife ; for we 
receive the. Spirit, not by the works of the law, but 
by the hearing of faith. 2Sam. xxiii 5. Although 
my houfe be not Jo with God, yet he hath made with 
me an everlafting covenant, ordered in all things and 
Sure: this is all my falvation and all my defire. This 
as my comfort in my affction, thy word hath quickened 
me. One {cripture-promife is a cordial beyond 
all riches, pleafures, and honours of a world ; 
thefe evanith, but the word of the Lord endureth 
Jor ever. What comfort can we find without a 
promife? And whatcan give forrow when God 
gives a promife? Sicknefs, with a promife, is 


Salvation; Zech. xiii. 1. In that day there fhallbea better than health; poverty, with a promife, 
fountain opened to the houfe of David, and the inhabi- is better than riches; a prifon, with a promife, 
tants of Ferufalem, for fin and for uncleanne/s. is betterthana palace; bonds and confinement, 

3. God the Spirit is the river; John vii. 38. with a promife, is better than liberty: yea, 
He that believeth on me, as the fcripture hath faid, out death, with a promife, is better than life. All 
of bis belly fhall flow rivers of ving water. John that you have, without a promife, you may 
iv. 14. Whofoever drinketh the water that I /hall \ofe this night, and your fouls and hopes with 
all never thirft: but the water thatI hall it; but all that you have, with a promife, you 
give him fhall be in him a well of water fpringing up may be fure of: yea, believer, you may be 
into everlafting hfe. - vaftly more fure of that which you have in 

2dly, What are the frreams of this river? promife, than of that which you have in pof- 

Answ. The perfeétions of God, the fulne/s of ieffion: the comfort you have in pofleffion is 


_ Chrift, the operations of the Spirit; and thefe but the ftream-comfort, that may be cut off ; 


running in the channel of the covenant of promife. but the comfort you haye in promife,-is the 
1. The perfections of Gop. O! whatanocean fountain-comfort, that cannot be cutoff: hence 
of gladne/s and joy is here? Here is wi/dom, to you are called to hwe by faith, and not by fen/e. 
direct; power, to protect ; holime/s, to fanctify; We may go through death rejoicing, with a 
juftice, to yullify; goodne/s, to pity; and farthful- promife of life in our hand, while infidels ly 
nefs, to make out all that he hath faid. There down in the duft with de/peration. 
is more ground of comfort in that one word, / 3dly, Why is God in Chrift, by the Spirit, 
will be thy God, than there is in thoufands of running in the channel of the new covenant, com- 
worlds. What can they wantthat havea God pared to a river? 
to goto? Can they want water thathave the | Answ. It may be upon account of thefe qua- 
ocean, or wantlight that have the fun? Be- lities of a river, the openne/s, plenty, powerfulne/s, 
fides this, God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, andun- purity, and perpetuity of a river. 
changeable, in all thefe perfections. Here then is~ 1. The openne/s and patency of a river. It is 
Spirituality, to make the gladnefs and happinefs open, patent, and common to all that pafs by: fo 
{uited to the nature of the foul: the more fpi- is God in Chrift, by the Spirit, exhibiting him- 
ritual the gladnefs is, the more pure and plea- fel in the go/pel di/penfation. No finner is exclud- 
fant. Here is ijfimty,.to make it boundlefs: ed among mankind: Go preach the go/pel to every 
here is eternity, to make it endlefs: here is wn- creature. 
changeablene/s and immutability, to make it fteady 2. Rivers are profitable to fome cities both for 
and immoveable. navigation and fortification. Some rivers are pro- 
2. The fulnefs of Curist is another ftream  fitable for commerce, traffick, and conveyance of 
of the river: his fulnefs of purchafe; fulnefs of rich commodities of one kingdom to another: 
awifdom,asa Prophet ; righteoufne/s,asaPrie# ; and even fo the Spirit of God, that cryfal river of the 
power, asa King: fulnefs of grace, asa Surety, to waters of life, proceeding out of the throne of God, and 
pay allour debts; fulnefs of /ei//, as aPhyfician, of the Lamb, is that by which we have commerce 
to heal all difeafes; and fulnefs of fore, as a with heaven: therefore Chrift fays, He shall re- 
treafury, for fupplying all wants: Out of his ful- ceive of mine, and fhall fhew.it unto you. There 1s 
usfs have allwe received, and grace for grace, John no trading to heaven, but by failing in this 
i. 16. Col. i. 19. and li. 9, 10. river. The fhip of faith cannot fail but as fup- 
3. The operations, graces, and influences of the ported by thefe waters of the fancluary.— Some 
Spirit. Here is another fource of pleafure rivers are profitable to cities, for fortification and 
and comfort: he isthe Comforter; and he gives frength: this river is the ftrength of the city of 
fometimes frong confolation. 1n all his various God; Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
operations, there are manifold confolations ; and faith the Lord of hofts, Zech. iv. 2. When the ene- 
hence the Spirit’s working is compared to wind, my comes in like a flood, it is the Spirit of the Lord 
for fanning and ftirring up the dormant graces, that “fts up a ftandard.—Some rivers are the 
Song iv. 16.; fometimes to water, for cleanfing fafety of the town that they environ: fo the Lord 
the foul heart, John iii. 5.;. fometimes to fre is a place of broad rivers andfireams, wherein goeth no 
for warming the cold heart, Mat. iii. 11.; and galley with oars, nor gallant fhip paffeth thereby, Ma. 
fometimes to oi/, for foftening the hard heart, xxxiii. 21. They that are thus environed, need 
. — not 
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not fear the ftormings of men and devils. And 
as fome rivers bear up fhips of a great burden, 
fo this river bears up the weight of the whole 
church and people of God, while failing, like 
a thip, along thefe waters. , 

3. Rivers have plenty of water. O! the mf- 
nite fulne/s of God, of God in Chrift! O the pie- 
nitude of the Spirit, that is in Chrift, for the 
behalf of the city of God! > Out of his fulne/s we 
all receive, and grace for grace. Here-is all the 
fulne/s of the Godhead. A veflel may foon be emp- 
tied and drunk out; but this river is inexhau- 
ftible: here is enough for men and angels to 
éternity. a 

4. Rivers are powerful, and run irrefiftibly ; 
they cannot be driven back by the force of 
‘men: even fo are the influences of the Spirit of 
God, when the promife is accomplifhed, Ha. 
xliv. 3. Zwill pour water on the thirfly, and floods 
upon the dry ground. This mighty flood makes 
its way through all oppofitions, and forces 
them all down before it. What but this fltopt 
Paul in his perfecuting carreer, and made him 
cry out, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? O} 
a plentiful effufion of the Spirit would throw down 
unbelief, atheifm, enmity, carnality, and all 
carnal reafonings. 

5. Rivers are pure and purifying. A fwiftftream 

wafhes away all filth. They are more clearand 
favoury than pools and ftanding water. Where- 
ever this river of the water of life runs, it carries 
away all pollution, wafhes away all corruption: 
in Rev. xxii. 1. it is called.a pure river, clear as 
crvfial*, What need of this river torun through 
this generation, to purge it from the pollution 
and corruption thereof ? 
- 6. Rivers are perpetually running, never ftand 
ftill, but are always in motion. Thus God hath 
promifed to water his church invifible, and to 
water it every moment, Ifa. xxvii. 3: And Chrift 
fays, He that believeth in me /hall never thirf, ne- 
ver bein total want. He fays, The water that I 
Shall give him, fhall be in him a well of water /pring- 
ing up into everlafting hfe, John iv. 14. In a word, 
all earthly elementary water hath a beginning; 
but this river is from everlafting to everlafting, 
without beginning and without end. Other 
rivers are fed by {prings and fountains; but 
this river, as I faid, is Gop himfelf, and his 
gracious emanations : therefore, though God hath 
provided a channel of go/pel-ordinances, to convey 
fome of the water of this river tous; yet this 
immenfe river cannot be limited or circum- 
{cribed. This river will run through the city 
ot God for ever. 

4thly, What is the nature of this gladne/s that 
the ftreams of this river affords to the city of 
God? ; 

Answ. It is fuch as tranfcends all worldly 
pleafures : for, 

t. Itis real, folid, and fubfantial. Hence it is 
Called joy unfpeakable and full of glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8.; 
' whereas fenfual delights are flight, fleeting, 
full of wind and vanity; Like the crackling of 
thorns under a pot, fois the laughter of fools. They 
are liké Jonah’s gourd, God hath prepared a 


worm to deftroy them. Creature-comforts, — 


when a perfon promifes moft in them, then a 
worm eats them up, root and all. They are 
fuch comforts as that the wind can wither them, 
the water can drown them, the fire can burn 
them, the moth can confume them, or the thief 
can fteal them, ficknefs can fink them, or death 
can defiroythem ; fome worm or other can eat 


* By confulting the Author’s fermon on this text, Vol. I. .p. 757. the reader will find more on this fubject, 


GELZAYDE TT TODAP NGS 


Serm. LXXXII. 


them up: but the gladnefs and joy that this 
river brings, is fo folid and fubftantial, that it 
can defy fire and water, Ifa. xlili, 1, 2. It can 
defy trouble, and diftrefs, famine, nakednefs, 
peril, and fword: it can defy death, and life, 
and angels, principalities, powers, &c. Rom. 
Vili. 38, 39. . 

2. This gladnefs is rational and well-grounded, 
not founded upon miftake or fancy, but war- 
ranted by the promife and oath of God, the 
two immutable things, by which it zs impofhible for 
God to lye. None but a lying devil, and an un- 
believing heart, will call in queftion the foun- 
dation of their faith, hope, and comfort: but 
the wicked rejoice in their own delufions ; it is 
only ignorance and error they are beholden to 
for their mirth. have read’of a.certain weed, 
which makes thefe that eat it to give up their 
lives laughing: fuch a weed do the wicked of 
the world eat; it makes them go laughing to 
hell, to which their carnal mirth haftensthem. , 

3. This gladnefs is /piritual, pure, and holy. 
It is a piece of commanded duty, Rejorce ever- 
more. The pleafure of Wifdom’s ways are fure, 
and accompanied with the holy fear of God ; 
they walked in the fear of God, and in the comforts of 
the Holy Ghoft, Acts xix. 31. They are warranted 
by his command, and promoted by his pro- 
mife; whereas the pleafures of the ungodly 
are impure, finful, and forbidden pleafures ; 
There 1s no peace, faith my God, to the wicked: he 
calleth them to weeping and mourning, and rent- ~ 
ing of heart, Joel ii. 12, 13. James v. 1,—~5. This 
gladnefs gives {piritual and holy reft in the 
midit of trouble ; /x the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, thy comforts dehght my foul: it gives 
relief from prefent fear of danger and dittrefs, 
and from future fear of death and judgment; 
whereas thefe fears will foon mar all worldly 
mirth. This gladnefs is a purifying gladnefs. 
No man hateth fin fo much, as he that tafteth 
of this joy; and he that rejoiceth moft, doth 
alfo work righteoufnefs moft; The joy of the 
Lordis his firength; whereas flefhly pleafures are 
putrifying inftead of purifying. Oh! how little 
of God is in the midft of mens hunting and 
hawking, dicing and carding, drinking, danc- 
ing, ranting and revelling? How little of hea- 
ven is in their mind? The heart is thereby not 
only putrified, but petrified, and hardened a- 
gainft the word and warnings of God; then it 
is that they are fooli/h, difobedient, decerved, when. 
they are ferving divers lufis and pleafures, ‘Titus 
iii. 3. Such are unwilling foberly to confider 
the things that concern their everlafting peace ; 
and hence fo frequently grow up to be flighters 
and fcorners of the means.ot falvation. This glad- 
nefs is fed and maintained by {piritual, hea- 
venly, and lofty things. The carnal man’s plea- 
fures are fed with trifles, like that of children 
playing with toys and trifles: but, O! this 
{piritual pleafure is maintained by the love of 
God, and the hope of the glory of God. 

4. This gladnefs is /afimg, yea, everlafiing. 
Indeed, the believer’s joy in this world is often 
interrupted by the neighbourhood of the flefh, 
the prevalence of fin, and the hidings of God’s 
face: yet ftill he keeps their comforts alive, at 
leaft in the root, and will make them {pring 
up as we need them, and are meet for them ; 
and they are joys that no man can take from them, 
John xvi. 22. Death cannot kill the believer’s 
joys; the grave cannot bury them; millions of 
ages cannot end them; God hath given us ever- 
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lafting confolation, and good hope through grace, 2'Theli. 
il, 16. It is not a mutable good that the believ- 
er rejoices in, but in an immutable good, an 
immutable God, in the immutable love of God, 
the immutable promife of the covenant, and 
in the hope of the kingdom that cannot be moved ; 
thefe are pleafures for evermore, Pfal. xvi. 11. But 
earnal joy and gladnefs is of a fhort’*duration; 
it cannot fland before a ferious thought. of 
death. . How foolifh are they that chufe the 
pleafures of fa, that are but fora /eafon! Heb. 
xi, 25.3; the joy that will be quickly crowned 
in everlafting forrow! If folly and ftupidity 
were not predominant, it would be a wonder 
that ungodly men can be merry, when their 
conicience tells them, that they are not fure if 
they fhall ftay one hour out of hell, and that 
they are fowing the feed of everlafting forrow ; 
whereas the gladnefs watered with the ftreams 
of this river, is, the feed of everlafting joy. 
The bones of thoufands ly in the church-yard, 
that have had many a merry, wanton day; but 
now what better are they of it? Yea, how much 
worfe, that they have lived in finful pleafures, 
that are now turned to everlafting flames? 
Whereas thefe {piritual confolations, that are 

bred by the ftreams of this river, they carry 
all the dead in Chrift into the ocean of everlatting 
joy: At his right-hand are rivers of pleafures for 
evermore. 


IV. The fourth head propofed was, ‘To make 
application of the fubject: and this we fhall eflay 
in an, ufe of information, examination, and 
exhortation... | 

The firft ufe may be for znformation; and what 
I fay here, {hall be according to the three heads 
I have been infifting upon. 

if, Is it fo, that the, church of God is a city? 
‘Then we may infer, | 

.,That the church is an orderly /ociety, and 

‘that there is aform of government therein. ‘There 
is. a fettled form of church-government, and 
Jefus,Chrift is the Head and Lord. of it: neither 
dare any prefume to alter it, wpon the higheft 
peril, Chrift. is the foundation of the city; 
and. other foundation can no man lay, than that, which 
18 laid...» . 
_ 2 Ifthe church bea city, then it is the duty 
Of all the-citizens to advance the common intereft of 
the «whole. There is one common intereft, which 
they fhould jointly promote, namely, the glory 
of the founder of the city, and their own eter- 
nal happinefs.- Let us join together, Sirs, in 
oppofing, by our prayers and endeavours, any 
thing that may tend to the prejudice of the 
welfare of the city. 

3. If it be a city, then all the citizens fhould 
Tove one another. Let us live, Sirs, in unity and 
peace, unanimity and concord. Why, 4 city 
divided againft itfelf cannot fland...O how pleafant 
@ thing 1s ut for brethren to dwell together in unity ! 
4 -If it be a city, thenthefe that go about to 
diflurb the comely order of this city, are to be look- 
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ed upon as /ire-brands and incendaries therein ; 
Mark thefe that caufe divifions, {ays the apottle, for 
they Jerve not our Lord ‘fefus Chrift, but their own 
belly 3 who, with good words and fair peeches, de- 
ceive the hearts of the fimple. 

vEST. Who are thefe that caufe divifion, and di- 
frurb the peace of the city? Is it Elijah, that is the 
troubler-of Ifrael? No; though he be called fo. 
Is it Micaiah, who would not run with the 
current of the times, nor join with the four 
hundred prophets that flattered the king and 
the court, but behoved to befingular? No fure- 
ly. Or, is it Chrift and his apottles, who were 
called the men that turn the world upfide down? 
No. Who then are thefe that caufe divifions ? 
I love not to {peak in the clouds. I think, 

(1.) Thefe who come notin by the gare of the 
city, but climb up fome other way, whom the {crip- 
ture calleth thieves and robbers, look like the di- 
{turbers of the peace of the city. 

G.) Thefe who a/fume offices in the city, from 
felfith ends, for apiece of bread, not for the good 
of the city; not for feeding of ‘the flock, but 
feeding them/elves ; who feck the fleece and not the 
flock. + 
(3.) Thefe who break down the walls of the 
city, and h/t up hammers and axes upon the carved 
work, to demolifh the doctrine, worthip, dif- 
cipline, and government thereof. 

(4.) Thefe who wound the citizens: and, in- 
deed, many of the people of God, at this day, 
have occafion to fay of the watchmen, They 
Jmote me; they wounded me, they took away my vail 
JSrom me. | 

(5.) Thefe who are like Gallio, indifferent and 
eafy whether the walls be broken down or not. 
We need to .be zealous in the caufe of Chritft 
and his;church; what would have become of 
us, if Chrift had not been zealous in our caufe? 
When in the coun/el of peace it came to the vote, 
Save them or damn them? if Chrift had not 
voted, or if he had been a non Iiquet, damnation 
would. have carried it: we fhould therefore fee 
how we do with his caufe.\ 

(6.) Thefe who are wholly filent when the city 
is in danger ;.Y¢ that make mention of the Lord, keep 
not filence,.. What! fhall all be hufhed, even 
when the city is.inextreme danger? This looks 
not like our Reformation-days, wherein there 
were acts of Aflembly for /u/pending and depofing 
minifters who {poke not to the fituation of the 
times [: We may allude to Efther, to whom 
Mordecai faid, Jf thou altogether hold thy peace at 
this tume, then hall there enlargement and dehverance 
arife from another. way, but thou and thy father’s houfe 
Shall be deftroyed ;;.and.who knoweth, whether thou 
art come to the kingdom for fuch a time as this? 
Efther,iv.14.5. . | 

2dly,. Is the ch 
hence fee, Tht _ 

1..That God hath the abfolute ordering and 
difpofal of .all the concerns of this city. He is 
the head and governor of it himfelf, it being 
his own property. Iris the height of arrogance 


reb the city of God? Then 


NTHGTY 2 : 13 i 
_, T See act of the General Aflembly 1596, revived by the Aflembly at Glafgow, 1638, and the act of Affembly 1646. Seff. 10, And 
particularly the act of.the Aflembly at Edinburgh, Auguft 3d, 1648. Seff. 26, wherein, inter alia, “ They appoint and ordain, that 
** every minifter do, by the word of wifdom, apply his doctrine faithfully againft the public fins and corruptions of thefe times ; that 
~« fuch perfons as thall be fourid not applying their doctrine to‘corruptions, which is the paftoral gift, but cold and wanting of {piritual 
** zeal, flatterers, and diflembling,of public fins, and efpecially of great perfonages, fhall be cen/ured according to the degree of their 
_ faults 5 that /ilence or ambiguous {peaking, be timely cenfured; that if any be found tao /paring, general, or ambiguous in the forefaid 
‘applications and teproofs, that they be /harply rebuked, dealt with, and warned to amend, under the pain of SUSPENSION from their 
~*“miniftry by the Prefbytery or Synod: but if there be any who!negleét or.omit {uch applications or reproofs, “and continue in fuch ne- 
“ gligence, after admonition and dealing with them, they are to be cited; and, after due trialof the offence, to be Deposep, for being 
/ pleafers of men, rather than fervants of Chrift; for giving themfelves to a-deteftable indifferency or neutrality in the caufe of God; 
-* and for defrauding the fouls of people 3 yea, for being highly guilty of the blood of fouls, in not giving them warning.” 9. 
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for any mortal, to take upon them to be fu- 
preme head of it. He needs no colleague for the 
vaftnefs of his dominions, no'regent in his 
minority, nor viceroy in his abfence. 

2. Uf it be the city of God, then none have any 
power, without his warrant, to make Jaws in 
his city, and appoint things without'him. The 
civil laws of men, and the laws of the city of 
God, do ftand upon feparate foundations ; and 
when the laws of men do clafh with the pri- 
vileges and immunities of the church, it is a 
manifeftencroachment upon, and contempt of 
the royal prerogative of the founder of the city. 
The church is the city of the living God. 

3: If the church be the city of God, hence we 
infer, That the church is a very honourable fo- 
Ciety ; Beautiful for fituation, the joy and glory of 
“the 2vbole earth is mount Zion, the city of the great 
King. Indeed, they are contemned by the mott 
part of the world; but yet they are the excellent 
ones of the earth, all glorious within, and fhall be 
more glorious one day, when every one of 
them fhall /hine as the flavs in the firmament of 
glory. ‘They have an honourable governor, 
honourable privileges; Why do ye leap, ye high 
mountains ? This is the hillwhere God defires to dwell. 

4, If it be the city of God, then it is the /afef 
city. Why, God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 
It isthe city ofGod. It is fenced with the wifdom, 
power, and other attributes of God. - It is a 
ftrong city ; for, As the mountains are round about 
Ferufalem, fo the Lord is round about his people from 
henceforth even for ever. It cannot be ftraitened 
without, for weaknefs and want of fecurity ; 
nor within, for fear of want of food; The place 
of thy defence /ball be the mumtion of rocks: bread fhall 
be given thee, and thy water fhall be fure.- 

)¢. Is the church the czy of God? Then we 
may infer the perpetuity thereof. If it-be the 
city of God, it {hall never be totally ruined. 
The greateft cities have been brought to ruin 
and defolation ;\ Fam feges ubt Troja’ fuit. But 
this is firmly eftablifhed, that the-gatesof ‘hell 
Jball not prevail againft it: (God is in the midft of her, 
jhe fhall not be moved. 

6. If it be the czy ‘of God, then we-fee what 
fhould be the temper of all the citizens; furely 
we ought to imitate him whofe city “it “is, to 
be holy as heis holy. We fhould feek to be like 
the governor of the city; Be ye perfect, as your 
‘peavenly Father is-perfect.”’ ° 

adly, Hath'the city of God, the church of God, 
‘fweet grounds of encouragement amidft all-the -con- 
fifiois in the world? Then hence we may infer, 

p.-Thatut'is not the rum of the church to 
undergo external confufion and ‘affiction. “When 
human fences are gone, ‘we are not to let our 
confidence and hope go; for the church hath 
‘no dependence onthe creature. There’ is {till 
ground of encouragement in God, on whom 
‘it depends: °It'falls out that the ftate‘of ‘the 
“nvifible church is bett, when the ftate of the vi- 
ible church is‘worlt. | Lacedemon was‘always 
‘a-gainet by its wars. It is faid of the'tribe of 
Levi, that they got no inheritance with their 
brethren ; for the Lord ‘was their inheritance. 
Really it was nolofs to them ; for, ifthey had 
"had no fhare'in'God: er 
_ 2, Hence fee, what is the duty of the people 
-of God under the confusions and commotions of our 
day, Be not’ difeouraged; Ye are come to mount 
Z ion, to the -city of the hving God; and there is a 
river, the jircams whereof OS aiatt glad the city of 


‘another inheritance, perhaps they would have. 
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fide; fome that they have ‘good affect 
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God. O what encouragement and comfort have 
fome martyrs had, in. embracing the very 
flames! Vincentius fpoke in thefe terms, 
“ Rage, fays he, and do the worft that the fpi- 
“ rit of malignity can fet thee on work to do; 
“ thou fhalt fee God’s Spirit ftrengthen the tor- 
“ mented, more than the devil can do the tor- 
“ mentor.” I remember another joyful mar- 
tyr had thefe triumphant dying words, “ It is 
“ but a {mall matter, fays he, to die once for 
“ Chrift; but, if it might poflibly be, I could . 
‘* with to die a thoufand deaths for him.” O 
what gladnefs and triumph hath filled the 
hearts of the people of God, not only in the 
profpect of danger, but in the profpect of 
death! And all the matter 1s, There is a river 
that makes glad the city of God. 

3. If there be a river that makes glad the 
city of God, then let the citizens be afraid of 
doing that which may divert the fireams of this 
river from their fouls. -Beware of fin, which 
may provoke God to turn away, and alter the 


channel of the ftreams; and then you {hall 


have forrow inftead of gladnefs. Do not tempt 
him to withdraw the fenfe of his favour. 


The fecond ufe of the doctrine may befor 
examination. If you be a true citizen, you will 
not only have the burgefs-ticket, dapti/m, (many 
are like honorary burgefles, that get a burgefs- 
ticket, and perhaps never fee the city again, 
nor are concerned about the welfare thereof ;) 
but try what you know, 

i. Of the avenue of the city, the avenue-that 
leads to it; I mean, conviction and humiliation, 
John xvi. 8. The Spirit convinces, partly by open- 
mg the law, both’ in its /pirituality, as reaching 
the heart, Mat. v. 28.; and in its /everity, as 
pronouncing a curfe-againft fin, Gal. ii, 10.; 
partly by opening our fin, as a tranfgreffion of the 
law, and ‘an expofing to the curfe and wrath 
threatened. — The Spirit bumbles as a Spirit of 
bondage, which imports partly an apprebenfion 
of our prefent, evil, finful condition, as a bafe 
condition, a depraved, enflaved, dangerous, 
weary condition; and partly an expectation of 
future evil. ‘The man is troubled for what he 
hath done againft God, and for what God may 
juftly do againft him. 
~ 2. What do you know of the gate or door of 
the city; I mean, converfion? Here the Spirit 
opens the door, partly by opening the gofpel, and 
the ftrong grounds of faith “and hope in gof- 
pel-offers, anfwering doubts and fears from 
former iniquity, or prefent unworthinefs and 
unfitnefs; thefe'the Spirit inwardly anfwers, 
partly by opening the beart-and overcoming it, 
‘and‘drawing it out towards 'Chrift, fo'as it is 
‘united to him by. faith, love, defire, delight. 
"Thus the dead foul is raifed to life, and now 
the man ‘is converted, att » aslis 
-\(1.) From his own righteou/ne/s to rehance upon 

‘the Lord our righteoufne/s. Men naturally depend 


sassy 


“upon a righteoi/ne/s of their-own ; fomething 


wrought by them, or in them, is the ground 
of their hope and confidence. Some truft to 
this, that they are good Chriftians; fome to 
this, that they are good proteftants; fomethat 
‘they have a good honeft mind and meaning; 
fome that they do this and the other good du- 
ty; fome that they are good neighbours, and 
wrong no body; fome that they-are zealous 
for a good caufe, and até always on the beft 
ionsand 
‘enlarge- _ 
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enlargements at times; they get a tear fhedin 
hearing, and joy in hearing, Ge. Every one 
lays ftrefs upon one thing or another. But e- 
vangelical converfion brings a man off from 
thefe bottoms, and from all confidence in the fle/h. 

(2.) This converfion frees men from all their 
Jins and idols, reckoning all nothing to the pearl of 
great price. The man now not only confefles 
fin, but forfakes it; not only forfakes it, but 
is grieved for it; not only grieves for it, but 
hates it; not only hates it, but purfues it to 
death, and feeks the utter ruin of it, faying, 
O to haye fin crucified! O to be avenged on 
thefe Philiftines! not only for my two eyes 
that they have put out, not only for the hurt 
they have done to me, but for the difhonour 
and indignities they do unto God. 

3. Have you any acquaintance with the freets 
of the city? particularly thefe two great ftreets 
wherein the citizens walk, wiz. obedience to the 
commanding willof God, and fubmiffion to his: di/- 
pofing will. wai Fie9 pPared 9 

(1.) A man, oby obedience to the: commanding 
will of God, difputes not any of his commands, 
but approves of his: whole will; difapproves 
of himfelf for want of conformity to him. He 
is difpleafed with himfelf;faying, Ob! wretch- 
ed. man that I am! He hath a\fecret approbation 
and fatisfaction with himfelf, when he finds 
conformity thereunto wrought: he is pleafed 
with this, as evidential of his intereft in Chri/’s 
righteoufne/s. When he finds himfelf brought 
under the power of holinefs, and. delivered 
fromthe power of fin, then»he.is beft pleated 
with himfelf, who is walking along the ftreet 
of obedience to the commanding will of God. 

_(2.) The other fireet of the city is /ubmifion to 
God's di/pofng will; and they that know ;what 
itasito walk along this, are. brought to\a fwb- 
miffion to the: providence of God. The man 
that.cannot walk here, he is:difpleafed with 
every providence, faying, »“: Why. .dothyGod 
“(fuffer thefe confufions in the world?:oWhy 
_ “sdothvhe fuffer fin to bevineme,: and in-the 

“world? Why doth nota holy-God-takecourfe 
“ swith his. enemiesiona fudden? Why am: not 
“. Iredreffed inftantly of my grievances? Why 
*care mot-my prayers inftantly heard?”: The 
man ‘cannot wait God’s leifure, nor iGod's 
‘time, but linnits the holy One of Iracl, and repines 
atvevery difpenfation: but. now, when he is 
brought to be atrue citizen; and acquaint with 
the firects of the city, he is ready to fay} Alas! \I 
aim afhamed of myfelf, and my unbelief, and 
my hellith pride, and all my heart-rifings a- 
gainit the divine will. Now he defires t6.day, 
“ Lard, what wilt thou havé me to do? Whatowilt 
“thou have me to fuffer? Let:me do what thou 
“ pleafett, provided thou*help me; let me fuf- 
“ fer what thou pleafeft, provided thou uphold 
“mes I will:putva blankin the Lord’s “hand. 
--Letme be reproached, ifthefee that good for 
“ me;let me be poor, let mebe trampledunder 
“° foot: yea, ifvhefee it meet fometimesto hide 
“his face, tokeep:me empty, and deny me 
“ thefe fweet influences that I wouldigladly 
“ hawe at all times; if it be for his glory and 
i and my good, that thefe be denied; ler-him 
“ even takethe government, and rule the reins 
*S as he pleafeth;:let.mé not | affect the domi- 
:“mion: let him take his: own way of dieting 
“me, and keeping.me from-hand ‘toimouth. 
“ I know he will not ftarve me, but defigns 
“6 may.good in allithings; He us a God-of judg- 
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* ment, and bleffed are all they-that wait for him. 
How unpleafant were his providences of this 
fort once a day to me! But now he hath 
brought me to know the ftreets of the city. 
_4. Are you acquainted with the temple of the 
city? J Jaw no temple there, but the Lord God Al- 
mighty, and the Lamb are in the midjt of it. What ac- 
quaintance have you with the temple? and 
with looking again and again to his holy tem- 
ple in all your ftraits? They looked to him, and 
were enlightened, and their faces were not afhamed. 
—Are you acquaint with the trade of the city; 
trading with heaven, living upon Chrift and 
his fulnefs? Do you endeavour to fupport the 
walls of the city, the doctrine, worfhip, difcipline, 
and government of God’s houfe? Are you feek- 
ing the good of the city and citizens? If forget 
thee, O Ferufalem, let my right-hand forget her cunning. 

5. If you be a true citizen, then you will 
have fomewhat of the di/pofition of, and confor- 
mity to the heavenly Jerufalem ; for, Ye are come 
to mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Ferufalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to 
the general affembly and church of the firf!-born, which 
are written m heaven, Heb. xii. 22. The church 
militant and triumphant are but one houfe; the 
one the lower, the other the upper room.—In 
that-city there is. perfect vi/ion; they /ee him as 
he is. Now, what begun conformity have you 
to that? What views have you got of Chrift?—In 
that city there is full fruition. Now, what copn- 
formity have you to that?, What /ellow/hip with 
the Father and the Son?——In that city there is per- 
fect tekene/s to Chrikt, What have you of this? 
Beholding his glory, are.you. changed? What holinefs 
hawe ‘you? .or:iwhat Jementation over your un- 
bolene/s;.and Jongings after it?—In that city 
thereas perfect joy. What have you of the de- 
gimnings hereof, by your fharing of the river that 
makes:glad the city of God? What drops of divine 
joy fimengthen youat times? Though frequent- 
ly you -have forrow, yet Chrift fays, J will fee 
you agam,.and your heart {ball rejoice. Do you find 
his vifiting you again and again, giving fome 
joy? Ifpeak not of the mea/ure, but of the reality 
of the thing.» © 

6. Try if you bea citizen of this city, by the 
lowe which you bear to fellow-citizens. This 
isa clear confequence from the union that is 
between the members of this compacted body: 
and though :fome coin is lefs than other coin, 
yet, if) it bear the image of Cefar, it fhould 
pas. «If we fee the image of Chrift, we fhould 
‘love it, though :tthere:be fomefmall differences. 
Some,have.a greater, and fome.a lefs degree. 
By thissae know that we are paffed from death to 
life, xbecaufe avetovesthe brethren. : 

rye If you:be: among the inhabitants of the 
city of God, then; you are diftinguifhed from 
the réft-of thexworldin yourgard, your language, 
your zeal. — Youare dittinguithed in your gard; 
youare, in fome «efpects, all glorious within, 
loathed with che!imputed and implanted righ- 
teoufne/s of Chrifi--You will be diftinguithed in 
your vanguage; you will love to fpeak of Zion’s 
King, andthe privileges of the city; and have 
forgotten the language of Adhdod: the .curf- 
ed. fwearer, and’ the .perfon: that loves not 
to’ {peak, or hear‘concerning: the city of God, 
he does not look like an mbabitant of it.— 
Youwwill be diftinguifhed alfo.as to your zea/, 
if you be a citizen; the concerns of the city 
will ly near your heart: and the zeal you have 
thereto will evenibe like to eat-you up. - 


The 
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The /of ufe we fhall make of the dottrine 
fhall be for exhortation: and this fhall be tender- 
ed to three forts of perfons. 1. To thefe that 


Serm. LXXXIl. 


ever difficulties may be in the way, faying, with 
Habakkuk, Although the fig-tree fhall not bloffom, 
neither fhall fruit be m the vine ;—yet will I re- 


are not citizens of this city of God. 2. Tothefe joice in the Lord, [will joy m the God of my Jalvation. 


that are citizens. And, 3. To ail in general. 
if, To thefe that are not citizens of this city 
of God. It will not make you a citizen that 
you dwell in the city, profe/s to be a citizen, or 
be token for a citizen. O ftudy to be citizens 
of this city of God! And to enforce this ex- 
hortation, confider, 

1. The great confufions and commotions that are 
in our day: The earth is like to be removed, and 
the mountains caft into the midft of the fea; the wa- 
ters are roaring, and the mountains fhaking: the 
heathen raging, and the people imagining a vam thing : 
there are many fecret and open plots againft the 
Lord, and his Anointed. 

2. Confider that, notwithftanding of all the 

-confufions and diforders in the world, there is 
appearance of greater, ifthe Lord do not prevent, 
becaute of our fruitleffnefs under the gofpel : 
dreadful fecurity, and many other tokens of 
the Lord’s anger, portending great confufion ; 
and what will you do, if you have not intereft 
in this city, where alone there is fafety and 
peace. ‘ 

3. Confider the mifery of thefe who are with- 
out the city: the fuburbs is a dangerous poft in 
time of war; for they are fure to be confumed, 
either by the citizens or enemies. Though you 
be befide the ark ina profeflion of religion, yet 
you may perifh as certainly as thefe that area 
hundred miles from it. And if you /hall NoT 
efcape who neglect this great falvation, by refufing 

. to go into the city, what will become of thefe 
who pull down the walls of this city, as many 
are doing at this day? God will render vengeance 
to his enemies. 

4. Confider the happine/s of thefe that are true 

citizens of this city; they are freed from fin, 
freed from Satan, freed from the law, freed 
from death, freed from hell, freed from trou- 
‘ble, or blefled with reft in the midft of it; for, 
in the greateft commotions in the world, there 
is a river, the fireams whereof do make glad the city 
of God. ae ap 

Now, if you afk, What you fhall do to be citizens ? 

We anfwer, That there are none born free 

of this city. All thefe that are born under the 


external privileges of it, havenota right to the. 


{pecial privileges that belong to the citizens 
thereof: but if you would become citizens, 
-(1.) You mutt be born again; it is not your 
natural generation, but fpiritual regeneration that 
vwill make you free in this city ; Of Zion it /hall 
be faid, This man and that man-was born in her. ~ 
© '(2.) You mutt lave all other cities; you mutt 
. eave the world, and the pollutions thereof; 
-.you muft come out of Sodom, Tyre, Babylon, 
Jerufalem, which are in bondage, and come to 
mount Zion; we muft leave all and come to 


_ (4.) Acquaint yourfelves with the Jaws of 
the city; | mean, the {criptures of truth: He 
hath given bis flatutes to Facob, and bis teftimonies to 
Jrael: therefore, fearch the feriptures ; for in them 
ye think ye have everlafting life, and thefe are they 
which teftify of me. poueets Sars 


(5.) You muft accept of the grant of freedom 


and /terty that Chrift offers to you: he offers 
to make you all free men in this city; and, 
the Son make you free, you fhall be free indeed. Ac- 
cept of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and all his ful- 


nefs, freely; fay, Even fo, 1 take him as he ~— 


is offered in the gofpel. oft bees 
(6.) You muft take the oath of the city. Here 
is an oath, Sirs, that you may freely take. Some 
infnaring oaths in our day are unfuitable to, 
and inconfiftent with the corporation of this — 
holy city: but I can freely offer and tender you 
the oath of this city of God; enter into a cove- 
nant with him under the influences of grace, 
An everlafting covenant never to be forgotten: {wear 
in the name of the Lord, fwear by the help of 
his grace, and {wear in the ftrength of Jeho- 
vah, that you will be for him, and not for another: 
take an oath of alyuration againft all your ene- 
mies, fin, Satan, and the world, that pretend 
a right to the throne of your heart: take: an 
oath of allegiance to the Son of God, to give him 
the kingdom, and yield him the obedience. 
His right to the crown is unqueftionable. 
The main exhortation and advice I ofterto you, 
is, to come to the Kine of the city, the mighty 
King, take on with him ; Look to him as able to 


fave to the uttermof, whatever powerful objeéti- 


ons ly in the way.—Are you under the power 
of death?, Behold, he is the refurrection and the life, 
the God that quickens the dead, and calls things that 
are not, as though they were.— Are you under the 
power of darkne/s? Behold, he is the light of the 
world ; and enhghteneth every one that cometh into 
the world.—Are you under the power of -wnbe- 
hef? Look to him as the Author of Faith. He is 
able to fave to the uttermoft all that come to God by 
him, as the way and as the Leader.—Are yout 
under the power of heart-hardne/s? Yet, O Sirs, 
defpair not; help is nigh at hand: he'can; of 
thefe fones, raifeup children to Abraham. Putwork 
in his hand, that hath faid, / wll take away-tlh 
heart of fone. — Whatever is the plague, here is 


the cure. O ftout-hearted Atheift! this m 


ae 


sont 4 


ty.grace can conquer you. 32: ° 
- adly, We next tender our exhort 


a, 


€ language of 1 


ation to thefe — 
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the city, the /atutes of the church, fo far; and 
no further than they are agreeable to, and fet 
down in the {criptures of truth; Follow peace 
with all. men, and baline/s, eithout: which no man 
Shall fee. the Lord :, peace, grounded. upon. truth 
and holinefs is the chief ftatute of the city: Buy 
the truth at any, rate, and fell it not,-even for 
peace itfelf. 19013 
6. See that ye be diligent in following the 
trade and calling of the city... Activity in your 
{piritual trade. will, witnefs, that you.are true 
citizens of this city; and it-is the daily: trade 
thereof to be waiting at the; door of the city, 
waiting at Wifdom’s door-pofts, and ycoming 
boldly to the throne' of grace, and living by faith 
on the Son of God. Think much of this, that 
ye are free men in the city, and'reckon much 
upon the privileges'that you: enjoy, particular- 
ly, that God fhould write upon. you the name of 
the city. of your God, which is the new Ferufalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from your God and 
write upon you his new name, Rev. iii. 12..:Like- 
wife reckon yourfelves dead indeed unto jm, and 
reckon yourfelves righteous in Chrift. It is true 
humility, not only to acknowledge your natu- 
ral mifery and finfulnefs, but alfo to acknow- 
ledge your fpiritual privileges and mercies that 
you enjoy in Chrift.. Again, ~~ ° 
7. Are you citizens? Then make daily u/z of 
the river that makes glad the city of God. Be glad 
and rejoice in. thé Lord, whatever fad cafe or 
circumftance you are in. “ O!-fay you, is 
“ there any ground of joy and gladnefs for 


66 
“ wrath of God, ready to burn. me up? Yea, 
let faith run to, the river,.and. you. will. find 
that the ftreams thereof havea cooling and quench- 
mg virtue. We joy in God through Jefus Chrift, 
by whom we have received the atonement, and are 
faved from wrath through him.—“ O! is there 
“any ground of gladnefs when I find nothing 
*“ but pollution and filthine/s taking place in me?” 
Yea, let faith run to the river, and you will 
find it hath a clean/ing virtue, to'take away all 
. pollution ; The bload of Chri? cleanfeth from all fin. 
ZL will fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye Shall be 
clean ; from all your filthine/s, and from all your idols 
will I cleanfe you.—“ O! is there any ground of 
“ gladnefs when lam all wounds and brusfes; all 
* over-run with difeafes and maladies?” ‘Yea, 
let faith run to the river, and you will find the 
{treams thereof have a healing virtue. .Here are 
the healing waters of the fanctuary ;. 7 ayz-the 
Lord that healeth thee.—“ OQ! is there any ground 
«of joy and gladnefs, when I find myfelf dead 
in jin, having a dead heart, a dead frame, 
nothing but the image of death about me?” 
Yea, let faith run to the river, and you will 
find the ftreams thereof havea quickening virtue ; 
Ezek. xlvii. 9. Every thing Shall live whither the 
river cometh: it is the water of life; he that believe 
eth in me, though he were dead, yet Soall be live.— 
~ O! what ground of gladnefs, when my heart 
“ 1s fo bard and fupid like a rock, harder than 
an adamant?” Yea, let faith run tothe river, 
and you will find the water hath a foftening yir- 
tue; God can, out of flones, raife up children to Abra- 
ham, and take away the heart of ftone, melt 
the adamant.— “ O! what ground of gladnefs, 
“ when I find xo fruit, nothing but the curfe of 
“ barrennefs upon me?” Why, let faith run 
to the river: the ftreams are of a Sruttifying vir- 
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tue, and you /hall be lke a tree planted by the ri-- 


vers of water, bringing forth her fruit in its feafon.— 
MOudren At, | sti aia db to eval 


SAD TIMES, 


your: foul. 


me, when I find myfelf /corched with the. 


for you; ‘Let him: that is athirf? come: 


_do no better. 
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_, O! is there any ground of joy when I find 
“ my flrength gone, and that I have no power 

or any duty? 1am not able to move, nor to 
“ look up.” Yea, let faith runtothe river; you 
will find the ftreams thereof have a Strengthening 
virtue: you fhall be frengthened by the Spirit in the 
imner man, and when you are weak, you fhall 
then be ftrong; Pfal. Ixxxiv. 5, 6. Bleffed is the 
man whofe firength is in thee; while the rain filleth 
the pools, they go from firength to firength, till they 
appear before the Lord in Zion.—“O' is there any 
“ ground.of joy or gladnefs. for me, when | 
“ findd cannot receive any con/olation, when lam 
* juft in the pit of trouble, and in the depth 
“of defpondency 2” Yea, let faith run to the ri- 
ver; and you will find the ftreams thereof have 
a refrefhing virtue, a refloring virtue to reftore 
The ftreams are of a gladening 
quality: whatever be the ground of fadnefs, 
here is everlafting ground of gladnefs; There 
is arever, the fireams whereof do make glad the city 
of God. ~ 

3dly, | would drop a few words to all in ge- 
neral. Let me exhort you to come and drink 
at the fireams of this river, runnin g in the channel 
of the covenant of promife. Here is a ftream of 
grace for every one of you; a ftream of quick- 
ening grace, for the dead finner ; pardoning 
grace, for the guilty finner ; purifying grace, 
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for the filthy; healing grace, for the difeafed; 


and*drawing grace, for the backward, As ri- 
vers ly open to all paflengers, fo this river lies 
open to all poor finners. It is not a fountain 
fealéd;' but the fountain opened that we proclaim 


among you;.Whofeever will, let him come. As 


allsmay drink \at\ariver, and drink ‘theit fill, 
and it never be miffed, fo it is here; come with 
your empty: veflels,’ ye that have nothing, no 
Wit,.no grace, no ftrength, no righteoufnefs, 
Chrift hath enough: for himfelf, and enough 
flo, every 
one that thirfeth; that is, every one that needs a 
drink: | ho, every’ one that is ignorant, you 
need a drink ‘of teaching and enli ghtening 
grace; Chrift is a Prophet to give that to you: 
ho, every one that is guilty, you need a drink 
of pardoning grace, and Chrift is a Prieft to 
give that to you: ho, every one that is under 
the power and dominion of {in and Satan, 
Chrift is a King to give liberatin & grace to you. 
It is the firft invitation to come to Jefus that 
you-have got by our hand, and in all proba- 
bility-it will bethe lat; and it may be now or 
never: {hall this offer then be flighted? Say not 
you will not be welcome; O! try it: yea, he 
will be glad of you, and rejoice in you, what- 
ever you have hithertobeen: and what is Chrift 
faying? O come without delay: come to me, 
whatever you. have been; you that have been 
a drunkard, you that have been a f{wearer, 
you that have been a whore-monger or adul- 
terer, you that have been a‘Sabbath-breaker, 
you that have been‘an incarnate devil, here is 
a Saviour come to fave you from your fins, an 
incarnate God come to fave incarnate devils, 
O! here is a myftery of love, that he is content 
to take a finner at the clofe of his days, and 
even when he hath been giving the flower of 
his time to his idols, and the ftrength of his 
heart unto vanity. O! the myftery of the love 
of Chrift, that he is content to take you at the 
laft, and at the wort ;‘ to take you when your 
idols have forfaken. you, and when youcan © 
G! come to the river; Whofoever 
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will, let him come. Why come,you here, if ‘you 


come not to Chrift? May I fay, What came ye out 
to the wildernefs to fee, or to hear? Many have 


come to fatisfy their curiofity, to fee and hear. 


two frangers +; is that all? Wo is me! you 
have feen nothing, if you have not got a fight 
of Chrift in this gofpel: you have heard no- 
thing, if you have not heard the voice of Chrift. 
Some will go away, perhaps, pleafed with the 
Jermons they have heard; but, O Sirs, what a 
matter of moon-fhine is that? Are we come 
this length only, to pleafe your ears? I think 
we have loft our errand, if we have win no 
heart to Chrift here: we think we have loft all 
our pains, if we have not win a /oul.to Chrift 
here, nor made the favour of his name more 
known: but if henceforth fome ftranger to 
Chrift be fet a feeking of him, fome enemies 
be made friends, fome mockers be turned to 
mourners, fome gracelefs perfons, and fami- 
lies among you, were turned to praying ones, 
and praying perrons were turned to wreftling 
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ones; if thefe that have only a form of prayer, 
and a form of godline/s, were turned to the power 
of godlinefs ; if defpifers of Chrift, and of the 
gofpel, were turned to believers in Chrift, and 
followers of the Lamb, we fhould think our pains 
well beftowed, and our travel well recompenf- 
ed, though it had been an hundred miles: far- 
ther. 


May thefe that are ftrangers and aliens to the 
commonwealth of Ifrael, become’ true citizens of 
the city of God ;.and may all the citizens take 
home this text with them, and’rejoice in this 
firm: word of God, that, though thé world 
fhould run into? confufion and: diforder, though 
matters fhould appear never fo difmal and def- 
perate, though the énemies ‘of the church, the 
people, the city of God, whether they be with- 
in, or without the walls, fhould roar like the 
ocean, and go to: the utmoft bounds of fury, 
yet there is a river, the fireams whereof do make 
glad. the city of God. ate . 
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The giving Love of Curis Tt, and the receiving property of Fa ITH.* 


GALIATIAN 8 dAlis260n \ . ah 


I am crutified with Chrift: neverthelef/s I live; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me: 


and the life which 


J now live in the flesh, I lve by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me; and gave himfelf for me. - 


HIS text is like a ftately tree, with fo 
many branches. We may call it a tree 
of life, and a tree of love. You will find 

life is the heart of the tree, and love isthe root 
of it. The life of Chrift is the heart, and the 
love of Chrift is the root of the tree. There’ is 
a wonderful fence about this tree; it feems to 
be fenced about, as it were, with death, the 
death of Chrift, which weare about to comme- 
Ynorate. The text begins and ends with it, as 
that which infures to the believer both this life 
and this love. How is the believer infured of 
this life of Chrift? Why, fays he, Jam crucified 
with Chrift: neverthelefs I live ; yet not I, but Chrift 
hveth in me: and the life which Inow live in the 
Jle/h, I live by the faith of the Son of God.— And 
how is he infured and affured of this love of 
Ghrift? Why, He loved me, and gave him/elf for me. 
O, if we could by faith afcend up all the 

_ branches of this tree! The higher we climb, we 
will find it always the better and the fweeter. 
The fir branch of the text is, J am crucified 
with Chrift, Why, may one fay, the evangelifts 
tell us. but of two malefactors that were cruci- 
fied with Chrift, and Paul was none of them; 
nay, by this time he was at the feet of Gama- 
liel, and not at the foot of the crofs on mount 
Calvary; and, had he been there, he would ra- 
ther have helped to crucified him, than yielded 
to have been crucified with him; for fome time 
after this, we find him helping to ftone the firft 
martyr Stephen, by confenting to his death; and 


helping to crucify Chrift in his members, and 
perfecuting them}; which made Chrift fay to 
him, as he was riding furioufly againft them 
to Damafcus, Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft thou me? 
How then could Paul be faid to be crucified 
with Chrift? This I fpoke to formerly ¢; and 
therefore fhall now only add thefe two confi- 

derations. 3 ee ee oy Be 

1. That Chrift, on the crofs, was not a private, 
but a public perfon, reprefenting all his people: 
fo that, when he died and fuffered, we died 
and fuffered in him. As the firft Adam did 
not fin only for himfelf, but for all his natural 
feed, that fhould come of him by ordinary ge- 
neration; fo the fecond Adam did not die for 
himfelf at a/l, but for all his feed. 

2. There is a real, /piritual, and indifolvable 
union between Chrift and all his people that 
believe in him ; infomuch, that Ais bemg cru- 
cified, is the fame as if they had been crucified 
in their perfon. - , : 

The /econd branch of the text is, Neverthelefs I~ 
hve. It is not an annihilation of being, but a 
renovation and reformation of my former be- 
ing. Though I be crucified and dead, yet I live 
a new life. 1am not what I was, nor whofe [ 
was, hor where t was. lam not what I was; I 
am not Saul the perfecuter, but Paul the be- 
liever, the profeflor, the preacher. Iam not 
whofel was; 1 wasSatan’s, but now! am Chrift’s. 
Iam not where I was; I am living in another 
world, breathing in another air: 7 hve. 


‘+ The Rev. Mr, Fisuer, now minifter at Glafgow, accompanied our Author in thisembafly to the South, and preached on thefe words, 


Their rock is not as eur Rock, enemies themfelves being judees 
™ This fubje& was handled in four ee hiched 


It was the firft time they had been in thefe bounds preaching. 
preached on facramental occafions. The firft wa 


reached at Stirligg, on the prepara- 


. s, 
tion-day,, before the facrament there, July 14. 17 39: The fecond was preached immediatel bere the action, aly 15. The third 


was delivered at Kinclaven, July 30. 


1 The fourth at Bruntifland, Auguft’3, all ia the forefaid year. 
f What the Author delivered on this, and fome of the following claufes of this verfe, Was never publifhed, * 
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3 The 
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The third branch is, Yet wrt. Not 7! Who 
then? Why, whac folemn. contradictions are 
here? am crucified and dead: then there is: an 
end; for, death isthe ead of all. Nay; but 
hear him again, Neverthele/s J live. Why, this is 
a fhort death that is fo foon reftored to life: or, 
is he at one'and the fame’ time both dead and 
alive Yes, Paulds dead, and Paul lives: Five. 
Beis not, Jwas' crucified and‘dead, but I AM cridi- 

fed with Chrip; Lam dead, and yet lam living, 
and ye not J: ‘here is'another contradiction} ‘or 
paradox, not of niyfelf, but by the life of another. 
No foul can animate this body but my own ; 
yet neither foul not body can live but by God. 
Thus does he annihilate himfelf, that he may 
imapnify his Matter, and’ that Chrift may’ be 
allinall: and fothe = 9.» | 
Fourth branch of ‘the text is, Chri? liveth in me. 
Ghrift\is the root and fountaiti‘of all fpiritual 
life; ‘having it fo fuperabundant in’ himfelf, 
thar he conveys it to all his members. « Chrift 
is faid to live in the believer by virtue of the 
fpiritual union, whereby he and they are’ ove 
Spirit? ‘The foul doth not more eae ee live 
in thé body than he doth quicken both foul 
“and ‘body. Chrift-is the Sun of rightéou/ne/s to the 
foul his abfetice leaves us dead; his prefence 
¥evives*us: and happy he’ that can fay, Chri/ 
The fifth branch is, The life that I now live m 
the fle/b; I live by the faith of the Son of God. Ihve, 
atid live in the flesh. By jle/b he means Hiot the 
- corruption of nature; for to that he was: dead, 
when ‘crucified with Chrift, but the mortal bo- 
dy. It-i8 One thing to live m the fleth, another 
to live fo the fleth, or after the flefh. Paul did 
ndt lead fuch a lifé as hé did before; for that 
was'to the fléfh; his life now'is’but 2 the flefh. 
In thé former ftaté he was dead while he lived; 
but how J am ahve, fays he.’ What a mercy 
were it, if all here could fay, They live, before 
they go hence, and ceafe living? It is never 
too {oon to begin to live. Bue what fort of a 
life is it? J hwe, fays he, dy the faith of the Son of 
God. Here is life; 7 live; he was very fure of 
it; for he had faid it before, Jive; yet not J, 
but Chrift liveth in me; and here again, J hve. 
Well, here is the means of this life, //ve by faith, 
by the faith of the Son of God. We live primarily 
and properly by Chrift, as the body by the foul; 
but mediately and inftrumentally by faith, as 
by the f{pirits which are the bonds of foul and 
- body: He that hath the Son hath hfe; he that hath 
faith hath the Son. 

Here further is the defignation given to this 
faith. It is called, The faith of the Son of God. It 
is fo denominated, becaufe, 1. He is the re- 
wealer of it. Neither nature nor the law could 
épen the door of faith; Grace and truth came by 
‘Fefus Chrift, John i. 17, 18. No man bath seen God 
at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bofom of the Father, he hath declared him. 2. He 


Gs the approver and favourer of faith. There is 


nothing more acceptable to him. When he 
finds it ftrong in any man or woman, he is 
ready to fay, O man, O. woman, great 1s thy faith; 
be it to thee evenas thou wilt. 3. He is the author 
of faith: he is both the feeker and the giver 
of it; Faith is the gift of God: and he that calls 
us to believe, he only works it in us. 4. He 
is the increa/er Of it; therefore the difciples pray, 
Lord, increafe our faith. He that gives it, gives 
the increafe of it. 5. He is the fini/ber of faith; 
both the founder and finifher, Heb. xii. 2... He 


63 


that begins this good work, he perfects the work of 
faith with power.’ 6. He is the djec# of faith. — 
Faith defires to know nothing but Chrift and him cru- 
cified. On thefe accounts it may be called the 
faith of the Son of God: where again you have 
‘the objec? of faith defcribed from his glorious 
‘perfor; he-is the Son of God, a perfon of quali- 
ty; andof fuch quality as t6 be'equal with God 
the\Father; Zigher than the highe/? ; without be- 
eunning and without end; the fathful Witnef} the 
Prince of the kings of the earth; the Alpha and Omeva; 
the begining andthe end; which was, and which 
is, dnd whith isto come ; the Alnizhty; he who 
hatb-on bis vefureand on'his thigh this name writ- 
bens KIna of kings, and LORD of lords. “And then 
the object’of faith is deferibed ‘from’ his works; 
He Voved me, and gave bimfelf forme; which is” 
The vjixth branch ‘of the text!°’ The apoftle 
hadj"in the ‘preceeding ‘words, ‘ challenged 
Chrift'for his own, J am crucified with Chrif, 
and Jive ; yet not'I} but Chrift liveth m me; YN M®. 
He ingroffles him to himfelf, as if he were his 
own, and no man’s elfe. And the life I liue is 
by the faith of the Son of God, whois likewife mine; 
for, He loved me,-and gave himfelf for me: It is 
the noble ‘art of faith to challenge Chrift for 
its own; and that with an ‘J and a me, as if 
none elfe were concerned but itfelf. And hence 
this whole verfe is made up of fo many 7’s and 
me's; 1 am crucified with Chrift ; neverthele/sT live ; 
yet not Y but Chrif; Chrift lives in ME: and thé' life 
I hiwe'is by the faith of the Son of God, who loved ME, 
and gave hinfelf for mi; a fhort fentence: but 
the whole {cripture, and all evangelical com- 
fort is conceived in it, as if the apoftle had ftu- 
diéd to wrap up all the words in one word; in 
which two ineftimable jewels are to be found, 
viz, Chrift’s love and Chrift’s gift; Ae loved me, 
and he gave bimfelf forme. Glorious Lover! the 
Son of God! Gracious act! Ag tovep! And, 
ftrange object, whom he loved! Mr, unlovely 
me?! But, how did he evidence his love? Even 
by the gift he gave. What did he give? Aim/elf: 
For whom? for m#é, unworthy we! Every word 
hath weight, and every act of faith hath a Me 
in the bofom of it; Chrift liveth in mb; he loved 
ME; and gave hinifelf for Mx. 

It is this laft branch, at prefent, I intend to 
{peak upon, haviig formerly {poke to thefe 
preceeding ones. WhatlI propofe, at the time, 
is only, firft, fome explication; and then fome 
application of the words. 


I. For explication of the words, we may ob- 
ferve thefe two things, firft; CHrift’s love, He 
love me; and then, the proof of it, Ae gave bin- 
SEP fOr ge. 27 OF AUNTS . 

if, In the words‘obferve his tove, He loved 
me. Where you may'confider thefe three things, 
viz. the lover, the act, and the object. 

1. The Lover, or the perfon loving, in the 
pronoun He; O glorious Lover! The Son of 
God! He loved me. A perfor of no mean qua~ 
lity. Love is grateful to us from any perfon: 
but the greater and ‘worthier the perfon is, the 
dearer and more gatéful muft his love be to 
us. But, who fo great as Hz, who is the Son 
of God; higher than the highef; of equal dignity 


_and greatnefs with his eternal Father; the Ame 


eternal and immortal; without beginning and without 
end; the'firft-begotten from the dead; the Prince of 
the kings of the earth; he, who is Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, which is, ahd which was, 
dud which 1 to come, ‘the Almighty: he that bath 
| . | upon 
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upon his vefture ald bis thigh this name writen, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, Rev. xix. 16, This 
is the Lover, and his love muft, of neceflity, be 
greater than other love; for he himfelf isthe 
greateft of all.. The quality of the perfon doth 
commend his exceeding great: love. \O!. who 
is he! Who is.this Lover, that. cometh from Jedom, 
with dyed garments from Bozrah?. This that's glori- 
ous in his. apparel, travelling inthegreatnéfs. of) his 
frength? Who is this King of glory? whobut 
God manifefted in the flefh, and.whofe gong forth 
was of old, from’ everlafing, who. is the true God, 
and eternal life? He is the,omniprefent.God, 
-who hath promifed his gracious powerful pre- 
fence in thefe ordinances, faying, Lo, Lam with 
you. He is the omnifcient God, faying, [am 
he that fearcheth the heart, and the reins... He is 
the omnipotent. God, That created the heavens and 
earth, and who is able to fave and to damn to 
the uttermoft.:_ O! who is he, that Arians dare 
blafpheme him, and deny. his neceffary\ exitt- 
ence, who is the fame God with the ,Father; 
Land my Father are one?. O! Who can declare bis 
generation, who. is the only begotten of the Father, 
and whofe name is Jehovah our righteoufne/s ; 
whofe name is, Jam that lam; whofe name is, /m- 
manuel, God with us >—Hereis the perfon loving. 

2.' Here is the act, He oven: and be loved, 
becaufe he loved. ‘There is no other reafon of 
his love, but his love: Jacob have I loved : this 
ds all the reafon, , Love in God, is God: him- 
felf loving; and therefore it muft have all 
the qualities that belong to the nature.of God; 
God 2s a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable: 
therefore his love muft be a pure and fpiritual 
love, an infinite and boundlefs love, eternal 
and unchangeable love. — He Joved: O!. this act 
is glorious like himfelf. His love muft be an 
infinitely wife love; for, he is wi/dom: a pow- 
erful love, able to bring about all his. love- 
defigns, that infinite wifdom contrives. It 
muft be an infinitely holy love; love accom- 
panied with holinefs, love accompanied with 
juitice, love accompanied with goodnefs and 
truth. He is an inffnitely true and faithful 
Lover, and hence, Whom be. loves, he loves to the 
end.— As his love is accompanied with all di- 
vine perfections, fo with all loving offices: as a 
Prophet, his love is teaching love, inftructing 
love, enlightening, directing, counfelling, and 
conducting loye. As a Prieft, his love is jutti- 
fying and pardoning love; reconciling, peace- 
making and accepting love. As a King, his 
love is foul-conquering, fin-fubduin g love. As 
a Shepherd, his love is leading and feeding love. 
-As\a Surety, his love is debt-paying love... Asa 
flore-houfe, his love is fupplying love. . As he is 
‘a. Doer, his. love is active love. As a Sufferer, it 
is paflive love.—His love is accompanied with 
all loving relations: as a Father, it is pitying 
love ; as a Husband, it is cherifhing love.. Asa 
Phyfician, it is healing love: . As a Friend, it is 
helping love. As an Advocate, it is pleading 
and interceding love. As a Mediator between 
God and man, it is interpofing love.—His love 
as alfo fuited to’ his nature, as he is God-man: as 
Gon, there is divinity in it; it is divine love: 
and.as MAN, there is bumanity in it; it isahu- 
Mane and a natural love. And as Gop-MAN 
in one perfon, his love mutt be a divinely-humane, 
‘and a bumanely-divine love. | The act is in. the 
preterit tenfe, He loved: when did his: love 


commence and begin? Indeed, it is'as antient ‘language of heaven upon earth, He loved .me, 


as from eternity, and as lafting, as to eternity. 


THE GIVING; LOVE OF CHRIST, AND 
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Heloved:in the coun/el of peace, and it mayrbe 
called:a confulting love about our, falvation,-2e- 
Sore the world began. .-He loved in. the. tranfaction 
between the Father and him, and then ut. was 
an undertaking love.’..He loved in the pubhcation 
of this: merciful. defign immediately after-the 
fall ;,and there we fee it a promifing. love...\He 
loved in the manifeftation of himfelf in our..na- 
ture, to accomplith\ the promife; and there we 
{ee it a performing love: O! butithis att, be loved, 
hathomany wonders..in, it! » But this will ithe’ 
better appear, if we confider.the object. of; his 
love,.or the perfon, whom he loved.., This.is the 
Third word in the text, Hedoved mn; Me, that 
am,,fo, wicked, fo wretched; fo unworthy, ;,.O! 
that every one here were, by faith, putting in 
their Me; He loved’me; Me, fays Paul, that.was 
a bla/phemer ; me, that was a per/ecuter ; me, that 
Was dnjurious ; me, that was a vile mifcreant... O! 
that-he fhould love fuch miferable me's, aS We 
are; fo unworthy of his love; fo unlike to, his 
loves.and in whom he found greater reafon to 
hate than, to love!.; That God fhould love the 
glorious, angels,.is no wonder; for they are: 
mefiengers and minifters executing his plea- 
fure, Pfal..ciil..29. .. That he fhould love;good 
menor faints, is not ftrange; becaufe they love 
him, and can fay tohim, O thou, whom my’ foul 
loveth, Song i. 6. Yea, that he fhould love the 
fenfelefs,. inanimate creatures, whether in the 
heaven above. us,or, in the earth about us, is 
not {trange; for, the fun, moon, and flars run 
their courfe ; they ftand ftill, or go forward,.as 
he commands them ; yea, The fire, hail, fuow, 
and vapour, and flormy wind fulfil his word, Pfal, 
cxlviil. 8. But to love us,, that were enemies, 
traitors, rebels; and run-away prodigals, and 
profligate finners; He loved me, guilty. me, fil- 
thy me; weak me, wicked me: O! How. does 
God commend his love? and commend it to the 
higheft.degree.of mercy, when it is extended 
to thefe that are in the lowetft pit of fin and mi- 
fery, Rom. v. 8. God commendeth his love to us, in 
that while we were yet finners, Chrift died for us ; 


“while we were yet enemies and outcafts, lying. 


in our blood: a rare commendation indeed, ver. 
10. While we.were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son. To love fuch was an 
unexpected and unparalleled, but a moft mer- 
ciful love. He that wanted nothing, loved us, 
that had nothing, and worfe than nothing. 9 
the wonders of his love! that the King of hea- 
ven fhould love wretched earth; that eternity 
fhould love death; and, that immortality fhould 
love duft and afhes; yea, that infinite holinefs 
fhould love fuch as were a mafs of fin! He frft 
Joved us, 1 John iy. 19. not only when we could 
not love him, but alfo afterward, when we could 
not love him... If a man had the tongues. of 
men and angels, he could not exprefs this love, 
wherewith this. great majefty, the Son of God, 
loved fuch mifery, the fons of men; and where- 
with he loved me, fays Paul; and wherewith. he 
loved me, may. you fay. 


-} But, Oh! there is the difficulty, fay you, I 
cannot win to put in that me, and fay, He loved 
me... Indeed it 1s no wonder, if many here can- 
not fay it, if. they, have not learned the lan- | 
guage, by which it is faid: I muft tell you, it 
is not the language of earth, but the language 
of heaven, Rev.i. 5. Ae loved us, and pete af us 
Jrom our fins in his own blood:.and fo, here is the 


and gave binfelf for me. But, why can you not 
- : {peak 
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{peak this language? Why, becaufe it cannot 
be {poken right, but by the mouth of faith. 
It is not the language of fenfe, nor of unbe- 
lief, but the language of faith; The life I now 
hve, fays the-apoftle here, zs by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me.“ The faith, by whichs 
he lived, was the faith by which he {poke this 
language: now, if the Spirit of faith mix in 
with the hearing, and the grace of faith be 
given in any lively act of it this day, it will 
coft faith but a word, to fay, He loved me. 

Quest. But, what ground hath faith for this 
language? = 

Answ. The ground is in the general word of 
grace, from which faith draws the particular 
inference. The word fays, He came to fave _fin- 
ners; he loved finners; he loved enemjes; he loved 
rebels, and gave himfelf for them. Unbelief, in- 
deed, will put in its objection, faying, “ Well, 
but did he love them all? Did-he die for them 
all? Did he elect them all? Perhaps, you was 
never defigned to fhare of his love.” —“ Away, 
fays faith, away with thefe needlefs difputes 
of the devil, and of unbelief: my life and fal- 
vation is at the ftake: I have no time to lofe. 
Let thefe that have no need of a Saviour, ftay, 
and, debate thefe matters with the devil, and 
their unbelieving hearts. I have prefent ufe 
for this Saviour, for my prefent and future 
falvation; and I fee he has come to fave fin- 
ners, and that is my name. He loved enemies ; 
that is my name. Ae loved rebels,-and received 
Sifts for the rébellious ; that is my name. TI fee, 
the Mafter calls me; he invites me by my name; 
and therefore, in fpite of unbelief, in fpite of 
the devil, in fpite of my fin and guilt, I will 
venture to fay, upon the credit of his word; 
He loved me; even guilty me, filthy me.” Here 
is the language of faith, He loved me, and that 
when I was in the worft circumftances. The 
cafe ftands with us, as with Ezekiel’s wretched 
infant, Ezek. xvi. 2. We have an Amorite for 
our father, and a Hittite for our mother. We are 
born and conceived in fin, all foul, and full of cor- 
ruption; and there’is nothing in us to allure 
him to love us, but rather to _provoke him to 
loath us. What moved him to love us? Thou- 
Sands of angels fiand about him; and ten thoufand times 
ten thoufand miniffer unto him. Though we had 
been good and upright, he needed us not; but, 
being bad and vile, whence’arifes this love? 
Our wages is death, his gift 1s life. We had mi- 
fery from our parents, and have been parents 
of ‘our own great mifery: a fit object for fo 
great’ a God tolook upon. He loved me; I was 
miferable in‘ thraldom to fin and Satan: but 
_ he hath ranfomed me. Iwas a captive to the 
power of hell, and juftice’ was inraged againftt 
me: but he hath fatisfied his own juftice for 
me. And this brings to the proof of this love, 
which is contained in the /econd part of the text. 
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Lhe life which Ilive in the flefh, I live by the faith of 
_ the Son of God, who lovedme, and gave himfelf for me. 

. [The fecond Sermon on this text. ] 


T HE fecond thing in the text is, He gave him- 
Self for me. And indeed, what comfort is 


it to hear, that be loved us, and not to under- 


‘ftand, wherein? Why, here it is, He gave him- 
pean. TT, 
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Self for me: where again every word amplifies 
his exceeding love: here is a marvellous aé, it 
is a giving, intimating, the freenefs of the un- 
dertaking; a marvellous Giver, the Son of Gods 
a marvellous gift, He gave HimMsEL¥ ; he could 
give no greater, no better thing: a marvellous 

olject, for whom? for me. 
1, We may obferve the Giver, or the glorious 
perfon giving. As, I faid, the quality of the 
Lover magnifies the love, fo the quality of the 
giver magnifies the gift. And the worthinefs 
and excellency of the perfon ‘will appear, if 
you confider him, as a man; He took on our na- 
ture, and here even in its loweft degree. It is 
a wonder, that man fhould give himfelf for 
man; for, fcarcely for a righteous man will one 
die, Rom. v.7. But, this man gave himfelf 
for the unrighteous.—Confider him again as 
a good Man, an innocent man. Pilate was oblig- . 
ed to own, what his wife faid, that he was a 
juft man; and God the Father owns him to be 
his righteous Servant. It was this righteous One, 
that gave himfelf.— Confider him again, as a 
great man, royally defcended from the antient 
patriarchs, and kings of Judah, the true born 
King of the Fews, as Pilate ftiles him, and could 
not, would not alter it. The leaft part of his 
difgrace had been too much for one of meaner 
defcent: yet this man, this good man, this 
great man gave him/elfto the greateft calumnies 
and cruelties for us.—Yea, but further, con- 
fider him as more than a man; not only the 
greateft of men, but greater than the greateft, 
fairer than the faireft; Fairer than the children 
of men; for, he was the Son of God, as the cen- 
turion acknowleges him, even when hanging 
upon the crofs; Truly this was the Son of God: this 
man was the great God, our Saviour, Tit. i. 13.5 
the great God who gave himfelf for us, &c.. It is 
true, it is faid, the Father gave him, John iii. 
16. God fo loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, &c.: and he fpared him not, but delivered 
him up for us all, Rom: viii. 32. But, we fee, 
what Chrift fays, John v. 18. What/oever the Fa- 
ther doth, the fame things doth the Son. The love, 
then, of the Father, in giving his Son, doth 
not extenuate, but amplify the riches of Chrift’s 
mercy, who alfo gave him/felf for us, Gal. i. 4.3 
and, according to the Father’s will, Became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the crofs. Here 
then is a depth beyond founding, that fuch a 
great one gave him/elf. \ Here, all tongues may 
be dumb, and admiration may feal up our lips. 
» 2. Obferve the aétion of giving ; He Gave: he 
was not compelled todie; but, He gave him/elf; 
I lay: down my hfe of myfelf, John x. 18. Hethat » 
alone gives life tous, gave up‘his life for us. 
This g:ving imports the voluntarinefs and free- 
nefs of the action: He cave. him/elf freely ; for, 
what is freer than a‘ gift? He did not /e// him- 
felf, nor fet himfelf, nor /et himfelf, nor Jend 
himfelf, but be cave him/elf: it fhews his kind 
difpofition. He gave him/elf willingly; not con- 
ftrainedly, but voluntarily. No hand could 
cut that ftone from the quarry of heaven: no 
violence could pull him from the bofom of the 
Father: nay, But he came leaping upon the moun- 
tains, Song 11.8. He came finging, and faying, 
Lo, Icome! I delight to do thy will, O my God, Pfal, 
xl. 8. Heb. x. 5,6, 7. There was no neceflity 
lying upon him, but the neceflity of love; and 
of a loving paction with his Father: and when 
it came to the puth, Peter, fays he, put up thy 
fword; Iwill let none fight for me, otherwife I could 
, command 
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command legions of angels.to appear this moment on my 
fide: but I came to.give my life a ranfom for many, 
“and 1 am refolved to go on. with my work; 
therefore, I will not fuffer an angel from heaven 
to move from his poft on my behalf; nor fhall 
any man on earth hinder metrom this work. O! 
what a free giver was here? Buta fingle word 
from him foundered the forces that were fent 
again him; when he faid, but, J am he, they 
retired and fell backward: and, by afingle word, 
he could have fhotthem dead, as with an arrow 
of omnipotency; but, O! he was a free agent. 

3. What gave he? or, whom gave he? even 
him/elf—What did he give? not corruptible things, 
fuch as filver and gold: no; all the treafures of 
the world cannot deliver one foul; Not tha blood 
of bulls and of goats, Heb. ix. 12. All thefe legal 
facrifices were but dumb figns of this tragedy ; 
, the mere figure of this donation. — Not the 
merit or mediation of men, or faints: no; faints 
on earth are finners, and have no more oyl 
than will ferve their own lamps; but none to 
{pare. Saints in heaven receive a palm in their 
hand for themfelves, but they have none to 
give again.— What gave he? Not any glorious 
angel; behold, he puts no truft in thefe fervants 
of his: he charges them with comparative 
and poflible folly: The heavens are not clean im his 
fight. The bleffed angels are not fit to medi- 
ate between finite offenders, and an infinite 
Judge;,nor can they be touched with the feelng 
of our infirmities, as he, that aflumed our nature, 
and was in all points tempted, as we are, yet with- 
out fin, Heb. iv. 15. Well, when no gift in 
earth or heaven could be available, He gave 
bimelf; and that in refpect of his perfon and 
his paffion. 

(1.) He gave him/elf, in refp& of his PERsoN. 
He gave himfelf wuoutry, his whole perfon, 
while, as Gop, he fatisfied; and, as Man, he 


Jufered; and, as Gop-man, he faved: and hence, 


God is faid to redeem his church with his own 
blood, A&ts xx. 28. And men are faid, To have 
crucified the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. 11. 8.— He gave 
bim/elf ALoN £, without a partner or co-adjutant; 
for, of the people, there were none with him, Ma. 
Ixiii. 3. He trode the wine-pre/s alone. None bore 
any part of the burden with him. 

(2) He gave himfelf in refpect of his passion 
and fuffering. He gave himfelf a facrifice to fati- 
fy Givine jupice, Eph.v. 2. He gave him/felf a ran- 
fom, 1 Tim. 11. 6.; And a ranfom for many, Matth. 
xx:,28,. He gave himfelf an offering ; his foul an offer- 
ing for.fin, Vfa..liil. 10. 1 Pet. iil. 10. Heb. ix. 14. 
He gave himfelf a propitiation, Rom. iil. 25. not 
only, that juflice might be fatisfed in punifhment, 
but glorified in pardoning fin. He gave him/elf 
an-atonement, that he might joy. i God through 
Chrift, by whom we recevve the atonement, Rom.v. 11. 
All thefe are different expreflions of his fuffer- 
ings, pointing out the main end and defign of 
his death, to be fin, to be a curfe for us, that 
we might be made the rightcou/ne/s of God through 
him. . And he that thus gives bim/elf For us, he, 
in due time, gives himfelf ¢o us, with all his 
purchafe, all his riches, all his fulnefs of grace 
and glory; and.for this end, he gave himfelf: 
O wonderful gift! He gave him/elf! Greater is 
the work of redemption, than that of creation: 
there he was a Giver; but here he is the G7/t. 

4. For whom did he give himfelf? Jor Me, 
fays Paul, in his ownname; and for us, fays 
Paulin our name,Gal.i, 4.; and forus, Tit. ii..14. 
Who gave himfelf for us, that bemight redeem us from 


, 


LOVE OF CHRIST, AND 
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alliniquity. He gave himfelf to the death; for whom? 
Not for himfelf, Dan. ix. 26.; The Meffiah was cut 
off, but not for bim/elf. And as it was not for 
himfelf, fo not for angels, Heb. il. 16. Verily he 
took not on him the nature of angels: For whom 
then? Even for me, fays faith; and for ws man- 
kind-finners, fays thé gofpel; Ia. ix. 6. Zo us 
a child is born, to us a Son is given, &c. He was 
made fin for Us, 2Cor. v.21. He was made a curfe 
for us, Gal. iil. 13. 

Now, this being a matter of great concern - 
to us, there is a three-fold view we are to take 
of this part of the text; For ME; or, as itisin 
other texts, For us. : 

(1.) We may view it with reference to the 
divine ordination from eternity: and thus for me, 
and for us, refpects all the elect, of whom Chrift 
fays, J lay down my life for my fheep, John x. 15, 
Thefe are chofen in him before the foundation of the 
world, Eph. i. 4. 

(2.) You may view it with reference to the 
Javing application of this redemption in time. 
Where this application is already made, then 
the perfons that are the fubjects thereof are be- 
lievers, and their faith is the fruit of that e- 
lecting and redeeming love; for, fays Chritt, 
All that the Father hath given me, fhall come to me, 
John vi. 37. And as many as were ordaimed to e- 
ternal life {hall believe, Acts xiii. 48. In this 
fenfe, for me, refpects all actual believers. . 

(3.) Another view of it is with reference to 
the general indefinite difpen/ation of the gofpel, where- 
in it is faid, He gave him/felf for us; and fo it re- 
{pects finners of all forts, to whom the gofpel 
comes. This is the medium between, the two 
former, and the mean whereby God brings 
about his eternal purpofe of love toward his 
ele&t, and makes them believe in him, name- 
ly, by this general difpenfation of his grace 
unto all: by which means he catches his elect, 
and leaves the reft inexcufeable in their wilful 
enmity. 

The general difpenfation of the gofpel con- 
cerning Chrift. giving himfelf for us, refpects 
all finners that hear the gofpel. Hence the 
gofpel you hear, is, 1 Cor. xv. 1, 3. That Chroft 
died for our fins, according to the feripture. Rom. 
v. 16. that he died for the ungodly. x Pet. iii. 18, 
that he fuffered, the juft for the unjuf. Mat. xvil. 
11. and Luke xix, 10. that he came to feek and 
ave that which was lof. 1 Tim.1. 15, that he 
came to fave finners; yea, and. rebels and ene- 
mies, Pfa. xviii. 18... And hence in the gofpel 
he brings near bis righteoufne/s to them that are 

fout-hearted and far from righteoufue/s, Ua. xlvi.13. 
And this is the gofpel we are commanded to 
preach to every creature, Mark xvi. 15. wri 

The firft view of the words, He gave him/felf 
for. me, fhews who they are that will certainly 
claim the benefit of Chrift’s death, and /ball 
have the poffefion of it,.namely, the eleé.. The 
fecond {hews who they are that do actually 
claim it, and fo have the poffeffion, namely, believ- 
ers. The third fhews who they are that may - 

warrantably take poffefion, namely, all finners of 
mankind that fee their need of Chrift, and hear 
that he gave himfelf for us finners. Upon the 
warrant of the gofpel-offer, faying, Whofoever 
will, let him come, every.one may come by faith, 
and put in with the apoftle here, faying, He 
loved me, and gave himfelf forme. = 
Quest. In which of thefe views is Chrift the 
object-of a finner’s faith, fo as he may fay. for 
me; He gave bimfelf formB?) 5 pert 
os Se ANSw. — 
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Answ. In the firft view of it, as it’ refpects 
the. divine pre-ordination, and concerns the e/eé, 
this doctrine of Chrilt’s giving himfelf for us, 
is not the frf object of any man’s faith; for 
who are elect is a fecret, and /ecret things belong 
to God, and not tous. The fecond view of this 
doctrine of Chrift’s giving himfelf for me, or 
for us, as it ref{pects the powerful application of 
Chrift’s death, and concerns believers; neither 
is this the object or ground of every man’s faith, 
_ May, nor of any man’s faith, but rather the ob- 

"ject of the believer's /enfe and feeling, after he 
hath believed. But the. third view of this doc- 
trine of Chrift’s giving himfelf for us, as it re- 
{pects the general di/penfation of the gofpel, that 
Chrift. gave himfelf for, and came to fave finners, 
this is the ground and object of their faith; for, 
Faith comes by hearing this gofpel-doétrine, as it 
is generally propofed. 3 

Faith comes not by hearing that Chrift came 
to fave ihe elect; for, particular election cannot 
be the ground of a general invitation.. There 
is here no vifible ground for the. finner to fix 
upon: nor does the: finner’s faith come by 
hearing that Chrift came to. fave behevers, to 
complete their begun falvation; for, as he came 
not to find them believers, but to make them be- 
lievers; fo this limited particular doétrine can- 
not be the foundation of an unlimited general 
call:. but faith comes by hearing this gofpel- 
doctrine, that Chrift came to fave fimners, and 
gave himfelf for them. .This encourages them to 
venture. their falvation upon him, that he 
{peaks to them as guilty finners. . 

Let no finner here then exclude himfelf fro 
the benefit of this. gofpel, and from making 
that, particular application here, He loved mi, 
and gave bimfelf for mu, by faying either, | know 
not if I be. an elect; or, I know not if I be a 
believer; and fo, 1 know not if Ghrift died for 
me, and gave himfelf forme in particular: 
this is to miftake the ground and. objec of 
faith: for, as falvation, in God’s purpo/e, to the 
elect is not the ground of faith, and falvation 
in poffeffion, by the believer, is not the ground of 
faith, but. falvation in the word of grace and 
SYpel-ofer ; fo, Chrift’s pEaTH, as defigned in 
God's. purpofe, is not the firft object of any 
man’s faith; norhis death, as applied to believ- 
ers in particular; but his death, as declared in 
the word, in its relation to finners in general, 
is the gofpel-revelation, and the glad news that 
comes to the ears of finners; and this, joined 
with the particular command to every one to 
believe in this. Je/us, as dead and crucified for 
him, to build his faith and hope of falvation 
upon. 

The. queftion then here.is not,.Are you an 
elect, ov not? Nor.is it, Are you a behever, or not? 
But the queftion is, Are youva fier that needs 
a Saviour? And is he manifefting his love and 

_ grace, and giving himfelf in the, gofpel-offer 
to you? Then; upon the warrant of this word 
of falvation fent to. you, you may fay, with par- 
ticular application to yourfelf, He loved mE, and 
gave himfelf for ME. |); oe 
- It.is not Chrift in the decree that yoware to 
look to, while you know not'that you are e 
lected; this is to go too far back: nor is it Chrift 

in the 4eart, or in poffeffion, you are to look to, 
while you know not that you are a believer ; 
this is to go too far forward: but itis Chrift 
in the word, becaufe you know you are a fin- 
ner, and Chrift a Saviour held. forth to you 
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there, faying, Look to me, and be Saved, all ye ends 
of the earth; for Iam God, and befides me there is 
none elfe. This is the way between the two 
former; yea, and the way to fecure them both; 
the only fafe way. 


Having thus explained the text, I come to 
make application. And we may improve it firft 
by way of information. 

1. Hence then we may fee the marvellous love 
of Chrift, and, of God in Chrift towards finners, and 
his marvellous kindnefs in difcovering this 
love fo effectually to fome, as to make them 
fee and fay, He loved me. When God would 
manifeft his power, he makes a world; when 
he would manifeft his juftice, he makes a hell: 
but when he would manifeft his love, he makes 
the Son of his love appear in our flefh, that the 
Word being made fle/h, we may behold his glory, 
as the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth, full of love and mercy to mife- 
rable finners. 

2. Hence fee the marvellous proof and demon- 

fation that Chrift hath given of his love, He gave 

himfelf for me. Here is love indeed, in his giv- 
ing himfelf into the hands of juftice to fuffer 
for us, as I might fhew, in his body, in his 
foul, in his natures, names, ftates, and offices, 
and from all hands; from the unkindly hand 
of difciples, while one betrayed, and another 
denyed, and all forfook him; fromthe wicked 
hands of Jews and Romans, that flew him ; 
from the malicious hand of the devil, the old 
Jerpent, that bruifed and bit at his heel; but 
efpecially from the juft hand of God, the Law- 
giver, exacting the debt he engaged to pay in 
the eternal tranfaction: Jt pleafed the Lord to 
brufe him. And thus_he fuffered all the hell 
that a finite being, fupported by the infinite 
Godhead, could bear, and all to fulfil {cripture- 
types and prophecies, to fatisfy juftice, to en- 
dure the threatening, to fecure the promife, to 
deftroy death, and to take away fin. O! the glo- 
rious defign, and the vaft dimenfion of Chrift’s 
fufferings {hew the vaft dimenfions of his love, 
how he loved and how he continues ftill to love ; 
for, though his fufferings be at anend, yet his 
fympathy continues: his paffion lafts but a 
while, but his compaffion is everlafting. 

3. Hence fee the znjfinite evil of fin, which no- 
thing could expiate but Chrift’s giving himfelf 
a facrifice for us... We may fee the greatnefs of 
the fore by the greatnefs of the plaifter.. Alas! 
the evilof fin isnotfeen. Weare ready to think 
it no worfe than as a knife to cut our fingers; 
but fee it as the fword.all over red with the 
blood of Chrift: To think light of fin, is to 
think light of Chrift.and his blood. ) 

4. See the infinite juftice of God, and his feverity 
againtt fin ; for Chrift gave himfelf for ourfins, 
and juftice would.accept of no Jlefs facrifice. 
Chrift:prays the cup might pafs from him, if 
poflible; but juftice was inexorable: (and what 
a mercy was it, that Chriftalfo was unalterable 
in his love?) yet he wasinfucha fituation, that 
it was not poflible he could be fpared, though 
he was the eternal Son of God, his blood muft 
go; but Chrift was voluntary. Though thecup 
was bitter, and made himtremble to look at it; 
yet fays he, “ If Idrink it not, they muft, and, 
oh! it will poifon and kill them for ever; but 
though it kill me, I can quicken myfelf again: 
therefore, come with it, Father.” 3 . 
 g. Hence fee the dreadful fate of unbelieving, 

impenitent 
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impenitent finners, that live and die trampling 
under foot this blood of Chrift, and neglecting 
this great falvation. Wo will be to them who 
have not the blood of Chrift pleading for them; 
but, wo upon wo will be to them who have this 
blood of Chrift pleading again them. If God 
would not hearken to the prayer of his Son, 
when he faid, /f it be poffible, let this cup pafs, 
how will he hearken to the voice of Chrift- 
rejecting finners? Is it poffible that the cup of 
wrath can pafs from them? No; they mutt 
drink of it for ever themfelves. oe 
6. Hence fee the excellency and appropriating 
quality of faith. \t takes hold of Chriftin his love, 
and the proof of this love, as manifefted in 


the word, and fays, “ O! here is a love-letter— 


“ from heaven, the gofpel of Chrift, bearing an 
“ account of his love, and the greateft proof 
“ of his love; and I fee the letter is backed, 
“ and indorfed for me a guilty finner, ME the 
“ chief of finners; and the letter bears a command 
“ to me to receive this Lover to myfelf, and 
“ that | believe his love and the proof of his 
“ love with application to myfelf: and there- 
“ fore, even fol take him, and truft upon his 
“ word, that he loved me, and gave himfelf for me.” 
This faith is the gift of God, and the work of God, 
by the power of rhe eternal Spirit, mixing with 
the hearing of his word of grace and love. 
This faith comes not by feeling of his love, that 
may be the fruit of faith; but it comes by the 
bearing of his love. The Spirit, in the day of 
power, makes imprefions on the heart by the word: 
but the ground of faith is not thefe impreffions 
on the heart; for, the odjeé? of faith is not 
Chritt working on the heart, but Chrift /peakeng in 
the word: therefore, hear what he is faying of 
his love to you, O finner, and thence draw the 
conclufion, He loved you, and gave him/felf for you. 


The. fecond u/e is for examination. Try then, 
whether you be true behevers of this Love, and 
fo have a right to the love-feaft. Try if you 
have believed this gofpel with application. ‘The 
gofpel-declaration is, He loved us siNNERs, 

, and gave himfelf for us; faith’s application is 
( here, He loved me, and gave himjfelf for me. 1 fhall 
not fay, that every truc believer is privilged to 
fay this exprefly, and that they are not true be- 
lievers that cannot fay it confidently and ex- 
prefly; but Iam fure every true believer can 


in 
Have 
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had 
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Saviour, and of his love and grace in doing and 
dying? For, it is he who fees the Son, that believ- 
eih on him. —Have you got a clear view of him, 
asit were, with open face? 2 Cor. iii. 18. in the 
reality and glory of his perfon, natures, and 


offices, and commiffion to fave finners ; and of — 
his readinefs and ability to fave you? — Have - 


you got a particular view of him to your own 


foul? Hath he been revealed not only to you, as 


a Saviour for finners, but zz you, as a Saviour 
for you? Gal. i. 16. I fpeak now, not properly 
of the grounds of faith, but of the marks and 


evidences of faith. —Have you got a powerful © 


view of him, fuch as hath drawn your heart to 
him? This is the true teaching of God, that 
caufes the foul come to Chri, John vi. 44. 
3. Have you, under the influence of this di- 
vine téaching and drawing, been made to re- 
ceive Chrift Jefus the Lord, as held forth in the 
gofpel, fo as to lay your own particular falva- 
tion from fin and wrath over upon him? Have 
you been made to do this upon the warrant of 
the general declaration, that he gave bimfelf for, 
and came to fave finners ; together with the par- 
ticular invitation, Come to me whofoever will? 
Have you, upon this warrant, been determin- 
ed powerfully and pleafantly to caft yourfelf 
over upon him, as a d/ind finner, for wi/dom to 
thee; as a guilty finner, for righteou/ne/s to. thee ; 
as a filthy finner, for /anétification to thee? as a 
miferable finner, for redemption to thee? Then thou 
hatt, in effect, believed, that he loved thee, and 
gave himfelf for thee; for this is imported in your 
applying him thus to yourfelf. i wR 
4. If you have truly believed, that be loved 
you, and gave himfelf for you, then the faith of 
this love will wok love, and purify the heart, 
Acts xv. 9. Hence, this faith melts down the 
heart fometimes into godly forrow for fin; They 
Jfhall look upon him whom they have pierced, and mourn, 
‘Zech. xii. 10. And it influences the mortification 
of fin, Gal. v.24. Hence, the foul reckons itfelf 
wretched, on account of the remains of fin; O 
wretched man that Iam! who fhall deliver me from 
the body of this death? Rom. vii. 24. Does this 
faith conftrain you to a holy gofpel-obedience, 
infomuch, that having received him, you walk in 
him, Col. ii. 6.; and live daily by the faith of 
the Son of God, and in the faith of his love; 
as in the text?: Does this faith make you defire 
and endeavour to live to him that died for you? 


He BE that he loved you, and gave himfelf for 


you. Where thefe are wholly. wanting, there is 
mo: true faithngeii hele fsiatbretit bear te, 


? 
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our heart-lutts to be killed by him, andrevenge 
the blood of our deareft Lord upon our deareft 
lufts, by killing them, for killing the Lord of 
glory. 

2. Did Chrift ove and give himfelf for us? 
Then let us welingly give ourfelves for him, as 
well as to him; to lay down our life for him, 
if he callus toit. Do you believe, that he gave 
himfelf for you? Here is a hard queftion; Are 
you willing to die for him that died for you? 
We ought to be martyrs in purpofe; and if 
called, to feal his truth with our blood, to be 
martyrs indeed, as well as in refolution. : We 
have not yet refified unto blood: but bloody days 
may be a-coming, wherein Chrift will call for 
our blood, and our life for him: and ought we 
not to be willing to fuffer for him, that loved 
us, and gave him/elf for us? O! how will we 
venture our life, when we will hardly venture 
a living for him and his caufe?' How will we 
venture our d/ood, when we will hardly venture 
a word for him? How will we face a /caffold, 
to confefs with our death, if we dare not face 
a court or a council, to confefs him with our 
mouth ? 

3. Did be love us, and give him/elf for us? Then 
may we not be encouraged to expect much at 
the hand of this glorious Lover, this glorious Giver? 
May not faith and hope look that he will, in /wve 
and mercy, give us all that we need? Since he 
gives himjelf, what will he not give? He that 
Jpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all; how fhall he not, with him, alfo freely give us 
all things? Rom. viil. 32. So may we fay, He 
that fpared not him/elf, but freely gave him/elf up 
for us all; how will he not, with himfelf free- 
ly give us all things? We need not fear the 
putting him to too much trouble in any thing 
we want: what will he deny, that denied not 
himfelf? Nay, he is exalted, to give us what 
grace and bleflings we need, Acts v. 31. We 
may be hopeful feekers of great things from 
him, whois fucha hearty giver of great things ; 
He loved me, and gave him/elf for me. You may 
feek. great things, believer, efpecially at his 
table; for you ought furely to go there, and 
commemorate this love of his to you, in giving 
himfelf for you; and there feed upon his /ove, 
and feed upon his gift; that is, upon him/elf, 
who is both the gift and giver. Do this im re- 
memberance of him; and there let your faith 
and hope be more and more encouraged and 


ftrengthened. — But thefe advices, fay you, be- - 


long to fuch as can fay, He loved me, and gave 
him/felf for me: but, I cannot win to {peak this 
language of faith. Therefore, 

4. Did Chrift Jove and give him/elf for finners ? 
Then, finners, put in fora /hare of this grace, 
and of the benefits of Chrif?s death; and, by faith, 
accept of this loving and dying Fe/us,as held forth 
. to you in this word. 

uEsT. Where fhall I fee this love of his to me ? 
Where fhall Lfee the love of God in Chrift to me in par- 
ticular ? ye 

Indeed, finner, I need not fpeak to you of the 

love of God, if you have no conviction of fin, 
or apprehenfion of the wrath of God as your 
due; to fpeak of his grace and love to you, 
will be loft labour; to fpeak of reconciliation 
to them that never thought they were enemies; 
of healing, to them that are notfick ; of liberty, 
to them that are not prifoners, is but loft labour: 
or, to {peak of falvation, to them that are not 


loft, or were never brought to that queftion, 
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What /hall Ido to be faved? And, therefore, before 
I call you to believe the love of God manifefted 
in the gofpel, I would call you to believe the 
wrath of God manifefted in the law. This wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven againft all ungodli- 
ne/s and unrighteoufne/s of men. And, O that the 
Spirit of God would convince you of fin; and 
let you fee, that you are lying at the very mouth 
of hell, ready to tumble into the pit of eternal 
torment; for, Cured is every one, that continueth 
ve in all things, written in the book of the law, to do 
them. ‘ 

But, if you be convinced of this curfed ftate 
you are in by the fentence of God’s law, and 
be enquiring, O! where is the love and mercy 
of God to be feen? Why, let me afk you, Where 
do you fee the wrath of God, but in the law, 
which is a word of wrath, and of wrath to you 
in particular, faying, Curfed is every ome, that 
continueth not in all things written in the book of the 
law, to do them? Even fo, Where may you fee 
the love and mercy of God, but in the gofpel, 
which is a word of grace and love to you, and 
to you in particular, faying, Fe/us Chrift came to 


» fave finners : Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe 


of the law, being made a curfe for us ? Now, as the 
word of a threatening God in the law warrants, 
your believing his wrath againft you, and you 
in particular; even fo, the word of a promifing 
God in the gofpel, accompanied with a parti- 
cularcommand to believe in Fe/us, warrants your 
believing his grace, love, and mercy to you, and 
to you in particular; and upon this ground, 
you may fay with Paul, He loved me, and gave 
him/felf for me. 

The objec? of the finner’s faith, as was already 
faid, is not Chrift in the decree, giving himfelf 
for the elect ; nor Chrift in poffe/ion, given al- 
ready to believers; but Chrift in the word and 
gofpel-difpenfation giving himfelf for finners ; 
and finners are to feek after him in this word. 
You need not fay, Who will afcend to heaven, and 
bring Chrift down, and tell me whether I be elect- 
ed or not? Or, Who will defcend to the deep, to 
bring Chrift up out of my heart, and tell me, whe- 
ther I bea believer already or not? The marks 
of faith, that I have offered, may tell you, 
whether you bea believer or not: but confound 
not the marks and. evidences of faith with the 
grounds of faith; thinking, becaufe you want 
the marks, you have no ground to believe. Nay, 
though you were.deftitute of all the marks of 
faith, and had all the marks of unbelief ; yea, 
all the evidences of reprobation to your view, 
about you, yet you have a ftanding ground of 
faith to build upon: the evidences of faith a 
believer may find within him; but the grounds 
are to be found without you in: the word: and 
the beft believer in the world cannot find a 
ground of faith within him, but he is forced 
to go out of himfelf to the word for them. 
You may try and feek the marks of faith with- 
in you, if they be to be had; fuch as repentance, 
love, humility, holine/s, &c. But if you were to 
ground your faith upon thefe, your faith would 
foon want a bottom and foundation: you are 
to feek the ground and warrant for faith in the 
word only; or Chrif as held out in the word. 

Now, as a great giftdoes notenrich a beggar, 
unlefs he receive it into his hand; fo this ge- 
neral declaration, That het gave himfelf for 
Jfinners, will not enrich you, but by a particular 
application: all that is needful, is that, through ; 
grace, you receive in your heart what is re- 
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vealed in the word. O Sirs, look for the Spirit 
to concur with the call and offer of the word ; 
for, as faith comes by hearing, fo the Spirit works 
fuith, by opening up the ground and warrant 
of faith: therefore,as Chrift applies himfelf to 
you byhis word; fo feek he may apply himfelf, 
to you by his Spirit, that you may be quickened 
and revived, as Elifha revived the Shunamite’s 
child; 2 Kings iv. 34. He lay upon it, put his 
mouth to his mouth, his eyes to his eyes, bis hands to 
his hands, and firetched himfelf upon him, till the 
fle/h of the child waxed warm, and he revived : fo 
you are dead in fins and tre/paffes ; dead {piritually 
and lifelefs: but, that you may recover, O in- 
treat the Lord of life, the true Ehas, who only 
can raife from death to life, to apply his per- 
fon and paflion to you, even his body ftretched 
on acro{s to your body, his head to your head, 
his eyes to your eyes, his hands to your hands, 
his heart to your heart, that you may receive 
warmth from his blood, health from his 
wounds, and Spirit from his Spirit, and grace 
from his grace, that you may live before him ; 
receiving out of his fulne/s grace for grace, and life 
for life. 

What fhall I fay? O! if the Spirit of Chrift 
would {peak in to your heart. Here is a glo- 
rious Lover courting your love, O vile finner! 
declaring in his word, that though you hated 
him, yet he ved you, and urging you to lve 
him, becaufe he fir? loved you. Here is a glo- 
rious Giver, declaring in his word, that he died 
for your fins according to the feripture, and gave him- 
Self for you on the crofs, and evidencing this Jove 
by giving himfelf to you in this gofpel-offer, as 
the great Gift of God, and the great Giver of 
it himfelf: oh! is there no heart here to em- 
brace fuch a glorious Lover? Is there no hand 
here, to receive fuch a glorious and gracious 
Giver? It is the per/fon of Chrift, as prefented in 
this gofpel, that now you are called to receive 
and embrace ; and it is pardoning love and mercy 
in his blood, that-you, guilty finner, are called 
here to deleve and accept of from him, that jufli- 
fieth the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. 

“ But fay you, believers are godly, they are 
“ holy, but Il am black like hell?” Well, but 
were they not as black as you before they be- 
lieved? Yea, when they were in their blood, 
the Lord made up the match, and faid to them, 
Jive; and then afterwards he wafhed them: 
even fo, you mult marry Chrift firft, believing 
that he makes Jove to you, and then he will do 
that for you. ‘Take no thought, how fuch an 
Ethiopian fhall be made clean, how fuch a 
naked foul fhall be adorned; only welcome 
this glorious Lover into your heart, and he will 
take all the thought of that himfelf; for, he is 
not come here to jind you beautiful, but to make 
you fo; not to find you holy and godly, but to 
make you fo, Alas! is there any filthy bride 
here, ready to receive him on thefe terms? 

“ Alas! fay you, but I cannot win to think, 
“ that he is thus making Jove to me, to me in 
“ particular?” Why, is not this general equi- 
valent, Go, preach the go/pel to every creature? Sure- 
ly, you are in that number: and this word 
was confirmed with a miracle; though it was 
wrought long ago, yet the word and the mi- 
racle went together: therefore, it is the fame 
for confirming faith, as if it were wrought be-~ 
fore your eyes. And when, together with the 


* This fermon was delivered on 


: ; a facramental occafion at Kinclaven, Sabbath July 30. 1730. Andsinthe:finthedidon of | it, we are ~ : 
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word, you have the call, Whofoever will, let him 
come ; and together with the call, the promife, 
Him that cometh, I will in no wife caft out. 

Say not, your fins are great and numerous; 
you cannot believe his love and pardoning 
mercy toward you: for, as God’s great mercies 
are greater than your great fins, and his mul- 
titude of mercies greater than your multitude 
of fins; fo this fin of putting away his mercy, 
grace, and love from you, through unbelief, 
and rejecting his dove ofers, and the bleflings of 


his blood, is a greater fin than all the reft; for ° 


thus you will bring not only your own blood, 
but the guilt of the blood of God upon your head. 

As the danger is great, if you refufe this 
glorious match offered to you, fo neceflity hath 
no law: you muft tome to him, or perifh. — 
There is a neceflity of ove on his part toward 
thefe whom he courts, and will not want: he 
hath faid, Thefe J muft bring ; and they fhall hear 
my vowe: and now hes come here, faying, Man, 
woman, | muft have your heart; I muft have 
your confent; though you fhould be a fuiter 
to me, yet behold, 1am in fuit of you, and I 
mutt have you. — There isa neceflity of want 
and abfolute need on your part. You need 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanctification, and re- 
demption; and lam made of God all thefe for 
you; and without me, you havenone to teach 
you, none to juftify you, none to fanétify you, 
none to redeem you. And there is no time to 
lofe; yet a little while, and time is gone, and 
youchange the place of your dwelling for ever. 
But, how will you go any where without him? 
How will you go to a communion-table with- 
out him? How will you goto death without 
him? How will you go to the judgment-feat 
without him? How will you face infinite ju- 
ftice and holinefs without him? No, no; there 
is a neceflity ; you muft have him: and, if any 
heart here be faying, Oh! 1 muft have him: I 
will tell you good tidings, it is a fign, he is 
faying, I muft have you, for J loved you, and 
gave myfelf for you. And, O! if his love be fo 
kind, that it points you out witha you, you ; I 
loved you, and gave mfelf for you; then your 
faith may be fo bold, as to come out with a me, 
me; £He loved mE, and gave himjelf for mx. 
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Cn Tx Se pee 
The life which live inthe flefh, Ihve by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave him/elf for me. 


[The third Sermon on this text.1 


Eset in fome former difcourfes, ex- 
plamed the words at confiderable length, 
and made fome application of them; we now 
proceed to profecute the following obfervation 
from them. : 


Doct. That the love of Chrift, manifefted in the 
word to finners, 1s a giving love. 
Chrift’s /ove is manifefted by gifts, even as his 
covenant 1s a giving covenant, giving all the jure 
mercus of David, Ma. lv. 3. Aéts xiii. 34. 
We fhall endeavour here the :/hifration, the 
confirmation, and the application of this doctrine. 


_ I, We are to eflay:the illufration of the doc- 
trine. As Gon’s love isa giving love, Johniii. 16. 


time, 


God 
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God Jo loved the world, that he Gave his only begot- 
ten Son, &c.; fo CuRist’s love is a giving love ; 
He loved me, and Gave himfelf for me. On the 
crofs, be gave himfelf yor us; and in the gofpel, 
he gives himfelf ro us; even to thefe that refufe 
the gift, he gives himfelf to be received, John 
Vi. 32. He gives himfelf tobe dight to the dark; 
Lam the hight of the world, a light to lixhten the 
Gentiles, &c. He giveshimfelf to be frht to the 
blind, eye-falve; he gives himfelf to be raiment 
to the naked; to be riches to the poor, and tried 
gold. — He gives himfelf to be Uifeto the dead; 
Lam the way, the truth, and the life; the refurreétion 
and the life; the God that quickens the dead. —He 
gives himfelf to be a covenant of the people: the 
old covenant being broken, he gives himfelf 
to be the Mediator, the Teftator, Surety, Mef- 
-fenger, and all of the covenant; to be a cove- 
nant of grace, of juftifying grace, to the guilty; 
fanctifying grace, faving grace, drawing grace: 
to be a covenant of peace, a covenant of mercy, 
a covenant of falt, an everlafting covenant, a 
well-ordered covenant, a fure covenant; or, as 
it may be read, a KEPT covenant.—He gives 
himfelf to be a witne/s, Ufa. Iv. 4.; the true and 
faithful witnefs ; a-witnefs to the truth, particu- 
darly of his kingly office and authority ; for this 
end was he born: O Sirs, it is a great honour 
to be an. honeft witnefs, for fo was Chritft. 
Happy thefe, whom he honours to be faithful 
to the death in witneffling for him! But it mutt 
be given.—He gives himfelf to be a Leader ; a 
leader of the bhud, Ma. xlii. 16.—He gives him- 
felf to be a Gommander, a Captain-general, to 
command the field againft.the enemy ; tocom- 
mand the bleffing to his people; to command 
the devil to. come out ;. Thou dumb and deaf fpirit, 
I charge thee to. come out ; thou unclean fpirit, I charge 
thee to come out: to command peace.—He gives 
himfelf to be a Laver, an open fountain, for he and 
Sor uncleanne/s.—He gives himfelf to be a Ladder, 
by which we may afcend up to heaven; all the 
rounds are complete.— He gives himfelf to be 
a hiding-place, Ufa. xxxii. 2. and a covert from the 
tempeft, to be as rivers of water ina dry place; to be 
a fhadow of a great rock, a {hadow from the heat. 
— He: gives himfelf to be wi/dom, to be righte- 
aufuefs, to be fanétification, to be complete redemp- 
tion. —He gives himfelf to be meat indeed, and 
drink mdeed.—He gives himfelf to be a propitia- 
tion, whom God hath fet forth to be fo; a ran- 
fom, a facrifice, an‘atonement. —He gives himfelf 
to be a pattern; He hath given us an example, that we 
Should follow his fleps : but this is not all, as So- 
cinians allege; for, befides this, he gave him- 
felf to be a curfe for us, and to be fin for us ; a facri- 
Jjice for fin.—He gave himfelf to be the frength of 
the poor weak creature: to be the con/olation of 
the difconfolate; for he is the confolation of Irael: 
to be not only the Saviour, but the /alvation of 
Yrael: to be the ref of the weary; Come to me, 
all ye that labour, and I will give you reff: to be the 
blefing of the curfed finner; he comes to blefs, 
according to the promife, Men /hall be-bleffed in 
bim.—He gives himfelf to be the builder of the 
temple, and the bearer of the glory; to be the 
glory of his houfe, 4 light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of his people Ifrael; and in him ball 
all the feed of Ifrael be juftified and Shall glory. —He 
gives himfelf to be a refuge for the oppreffed and 
caft down; the eternal God is thy refuge: O fly to 
him.to be a fun and _/hield.—He gives himfelf to 
bea Succourer of the tempted ; For he fuffered, being 
tempted, that he. might be able to fuccour them that are 
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tempted: to be a Prophet, Prief, and King: to be 
a Father to the fatherlefs, In whom the Satherlefs 
Jindeth mercy : to be a Husband to the widow, The 
Jtranger’s hield, the widows fiay, the orphan’s help 
is he: to bea reflorer; Then J reflored that which 
I took not away. He reftores the ima ge of God, 
the favour of God. O! his love is a giving 
love.—He gives himfelf to be an Advocate ; If 
any man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jefus Chrift the righteous : to be the Author of faith, 
and Fini/her thereof: the Author of repentance ; 
he is exalted.a Prince and & Saviour to give it: the 
Author of true knowledge ; Who teacheth like him? 
the Author of Jove, 7 will curcumeie thy heart, 
and the heart of thy feed to love me-—He gave him- 
felf to be a Bearer of burdens, that you may caft 
all yours upon him; tobe a Coun/ellor, a wonder- 
Sul counfeller ; to be a Day’s-man; a door of hope; 
the defire of all nations ; to be the end of the law for 
righteoufne/s'; to be a Friend, a Phyfician of finners, 
a fure foundation; to be God with us; to be Head 
over all things to the church ; to be Fefus, and to 
be the Chri; to be King in Zion; to be Lord&of 
all; to be a Deer for us; tobe a Sufferer and a 
Satisfier; to be an open fountain; ALP Ha and O- 
MEGA, a Saviour; a Seeker of the loft.—He gives 
himfelf to be all our hope; Thou are my hope in 
the day of evil; the hope of Ifrael; the Surety, the 
Shepherd, Wa. xl. 11. a Phyfician and Healer, Je- 
HOVAH-RoPHI: to be an Undertaker ; I am op- 
preffed, undertake for me: to be all in ail. 


Il. We come now to the confirmation of the 
doctrine. O Sirs, every thing abont Chrift, 
this. glorious Lover, points him out as a glorious 
Giver. 

His covenant isa giving covenant; a covenant 
of free gifts; Swill give thee the fure mercies of 
David, Acts xiii. 34. compared with Ifa. lv. ae 
Twill make an everlafting covenant with you, even 
the fure mercies of David. 

His blood is a giving blood; it /peaks better 
things than the blood of Abel, and it gives’ better 
things; for it gives peace with God; He made 
peace by the blood of his crofs. 

His heart isa giving heart: the very thoughts 
of his heart are thoughts of giving; I know 
the thoughts that I think toward you, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end, 
Jer. xxix.11. Your unbelief, O poor fenfible 
finner, is always faying, Oh! he hath fome 
ill thoughts, fome ill defign againft you: but, 
behold he is now telling you what are his very 
thoughts, even thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 
to give you an expected end. You are to meafure 
his thoughts and defigns by his words of grace. 

His words are giving words: his word is a 
hfe-giving word; The hour cometh when the dead 

Shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
hear fhall lve.—His word is a health -giving 
word ; He fent his word, and healed them. —His 
word is a light-giving word ; The entrance of thy 
word gives light.—His word is a joy-giving word; 
Thy word was found of me, and I did eat it, and it 
was to mé the joy and rejowcing of my heart. — 

His handis a giving hand; The eyes of all things 
wait on thee; and thou giveft them their meat in due 

Jeafon. Thau opencf thine hand, and fatisfieff the de- 
fire of every living thing, Pfa. exlv. 15, 16; His 

hand gives with his heart. as: wat 
His 4/e, both in earth and heaven, is a giv- 
ing life. His life on earth was to give him 
felf for us, and to give himfelf to be a facrifice 
and atonement for our fin: and his life in hea- 
ven 
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ven is to give himfelf to us, and to give out 
the bleflings of his atoning blood; Aim hath 
God exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re- 
pentance and forgivene/s of fins, Aéts v. 31. He 
was humbled on earth to give, and he is exalt. 
ed to heaven to give. : 

His glory, to which he is exalted, is a giving 
glory. And, indeed, the higher he is exalted, 
the lower does he ftill ftoop to give; Fefus know- 
ing that the Father had gwen all things into his hand, 
he girds himfelf with a towel, and rifes from Jupper, 
and wafhes his difciples feet, John xiii. 3. ; 

Again, his fupereminent unciion, wherewith 
he is anointed, is a giving unction: he is a- 
nointed that he may anoint; God, thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladne/s above thy fel- 
lows, Pla.xlv.5. I have put my Spirit upon him; he 
| fhall bring forth judgment unto the Gentiles, Va. xii. 1. 
And hence, as his errand to the earth was a 
giving errand; fo his errand to heaven again 
was a giving errand: Jf 1 go away, fays he, I 
will fend the Comforter. 

His fulne/s is a giving fulnefs ; In him dwelleth 
all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily: and ye are com- 
plete in him, which is the head of all principality and 
power, Col. ii. 9, 10. Of his fulne/s have all we 
received, and grace for grace, John i. 16. 

His Father is a giving Father ; God fo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, &c. 
And fo he loved, and he loves the world, as to 
give himfelf to be the Saviour of a loft world. 
O! how do the Father and the Son harmonize 
in this matter? Jn this was manifefted the love of 
God towards us, becaufe that God fent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might hve through him. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
jms, 1 John iv. 9, 10. And he fays, Lo, J come! 
upon this giving errand, Pfa. xl. 7. 

His Spirit is a giving Spirit. Thefe bleffed 
three who bear witnefs in heaven, we may fay, 
as they are one, fo they agree im one: as it is faid 
of the three that bear witnefs on earth, they 
agree in one; fo they agree in giving. The Fa- 
ther is a giving Father; he gives the Son: Chrift 
is a giving Chrift; he gives himfelf: and both 
the Father and the Son give the Spirit, John 
xv. 26. where Chritt, {peaking of the Comfort- 
er, fays, Whom I will fend unto you from the Father, 
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the 
Father. And the Spirit is a glorious giver of all 
things, that belong either to the Father or the 
Son; yea, the Giver of all things that belong 
both to the Father and the Son, John xvi. 14,15. 
The Spirit gives conviction and illumination. He 
makes the application of redemption. He is the 
immediate Giver of faith, and repentance, and 
love, and other graces, that are all the fruits 
of the Spirit; the Spirit gives: as a Spirit of 
adoption, he gives to cry, Abba, Father; as a Spirit 
of liberty, he gives a loofing to our bands; as 
a Spirit of grace, he gives all grace; and asa 
Spirit of glory, he gives the faith of glory, the 
hopeof glory, the view of glory, the firft fruits 
and beginnings of glory. Again, 

As the Father is a giving Father, and his Spirit 
a giving Spirit, fo his /ervants in the miniftry 
are giving fervants ;for-he fays to them, Freely 
ye have received, freely give ; Go preach the gofpel to 
. every creature. We are earthen veflels, for no 
other ufe but as cups, or veflels, for giving 
out to you what he gives to us for you. 

_ Wherefore was Chrift humbled? Even to give 
himfelf for us. And wherefore is he exalted? 
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He is even exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give himfelf ¢o us, by giving repentance and 
remiffion of fins. He was humbled to give 
himfelf, and exalted to give his Spirit. 

All his offices are giving ofies. He is a Pro- 

phet, to give inftruction, and advice, and wif- 
dom; a Prief, to give righteoufnefs ; and a 
King to give power and victory. 
_ All his names are giving names. He is Fe/us, 
to give falvation from fin and wrath; he is 
Chrift, to give the Spirit, the anointing; and he 
is Lord, to give the crown and the kingdom. 

All his appearances are giving appearances. 
His domg, is for giving us a title to heaven; 
his dying is for giving us fecurity from hell and 
death; his refurrection, is for giving us a new 
life, and raifing us to a new and lively hope; 
his a/cending up to heaven, leading captivity cap-. 
tive, was for receiving £2/ts for men, even for the 
rebellious; his fitting at the right-hand of God, and 
making continual interceffon there, is for giving out 
the bleffings of his purchafe, and for making 
the powerful application thereof. | 

All his ordinances are giving ordinances. Mi- 
nifters are earthen veflels, into which he puts 
the treafure that he gives out for you; we have 
this treafure in earthen veffels, that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us. What 
is the word preached, and the facraments dif- 
penfed, but like fo many veflels and cups, and 
means for conveying his gifts and bounties to 
finners? | 

All his promes are giving promifes. There 
is the new heart to be given; A new heart alfo 
will I give you: there is the new Spirit to be 
given ; 1 will put my Spirit within you. | 

I may fay all his commands are giving com- 
mands; for the fum of his commands is this, 
that ye believe in him; and what is that but that 
ye receive? It is juft God ftretching forth his 
hand, and commanding you to take all from 
him, and to be obliged to him forall; for, He 
gives grace and glory, and every good thing: and 
his great command is, that you take what he 
gives. . 

Quest. How doth he give? 

Answ. He gives freely, and fully; when he 
gives himfelf, he gives all: he gives zrreverf- 
bly ; The gifts and callings of God are without repen- 
tance: he gives lovingly; He loved me, and gave 
himfelf for me. 

Quest. What of himfelf did he give for them? 

Answ. He gave his body a facrifice ; his back 
to the fmiters, and to the whole burden of. 
wrath; his cheeks to them that pulled of the hair ; 
his xame to be a reproach; his hands, and feet, 
and ide, to be pierced; his head, to be crowned 
with thorns ; his blood, to be poured out; his 
Joul to be an offering for fin. 

Quest. Why is his love a giving love? — 

Answ. Thus he gets glory to his name, to 
his Father, and to himfelf. This is fuitable 
to his peoples need and neceflity: he hath 
bought and paid the price of all; and there- 
fore we have nothing to pay; allis given free- 
ly: and it is fuitable to the ftate of a king to 
give gifts and prefents. | 

| 


III. I come now, in the laft place, to the ap- 
plication. If he be fuch a Giver, as we have been. — 
reprefenting him, then we ought to be recezv- 
ers. We fhould meet his giving hand with 
our receiving hand. © Sirs, are you for great 
gifts to-day? You may be made up ge 
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free gifts, if you be not fools; and, if hither- 
to you have been fuch fools,:and Jack wifdom, 
you may now feek and get enough; /f any man 
lack wifdom, let him-afk it of God, who giveth to all 
liberally, and upbraideth none ; and let him afk in faith 
of getting, nothing doubting. Doubt not of his 
readinefs to give; for giving is his trade, it is 
his office, which he executes both in his ftate 
of humiliation and exaltation. O! you have 
come toa good market this day ; and if you go 
away without making a bargain, whom can 
you blame? 

_OSirs, what came you here for? If you 
came for any good, here is all, and you may 
be fupplied.. If you came for no good, yet 
here you may be pitied and prevented, and get 
the good you was not feeking: as Saul went 
out to feek his father’s affes, and found a 
kingdom ; fo, though you had fome poor trif- 
ling errand, yet here you may get a kingdom 
for the taking. 

' What want you for yourfelf, for your fa- 
mily, for your children, for the land, for po- 
fterity? Want you knowledge, faith, pardon, 
healing? O! his love is a giving love! Whoever 
will, let him come, and take. Ho, every one that 
thirfteth, come to the waters. 
needs a drink ; ho, every one that is guilty, 
come and take remiffion; ho, every one that 
is filthy, come and be wafhen.— O poor, mor- 
tal, dying finner, here is Life and wmortalty 
brought to light by this go/pel, and brought to 
your door, as a love-gift to you in Chrift Jefus, 
who gives himfelf to you in this word; take 
him, and God’s bleffing with him, if you will 
take him wholly; for he will not be divided. 
He gives himfelf for fanctification as well as 
for juftification ; for falvation from fin now, as 
well as falvation from hell afterwards. Will 
you clofe with this bargain? You have nothing 
to object; for all is given. If you fay you have 
no power, he hath power to give; He giveth 
power to the fant. If you fay you have no will, 
he hath the will to give; Thy people /hall be wil- 
ling in’ the day of thy power. Aye you content? 
Is it a bargain? An everlafting bargain he it, 
never to be forgotten. 

Come not ye to give, but to get: for you 
mutt be humbled to be receivers, he exalted as 
a Giver. StS n . 

Quest. How fhall know whether he be giving 
all thefe things to me, and whether I have a warrant 
to take and accept? . 

ANnsw. You may be fure of this, if thefe two 


things concur, namely, if he be ofering, and. 


you be needing thefe things; if you want, and 
he have, and be faying by this gofpel, Come 
and thare; if you be needy and deftitute of all 
thefe things, foas there is none of them with 
you, nor to be had any where elfe, then you 
may look for them here, and expect them, ac- 
cording to the promife, Ifa. xli. 17, 18. When 
the poor and needy feek water, and there 1s none, and 
their tongue faileth for thir, Ithe Lord will hear 
them, T the God of Irael will not forfake them. I. 
will open rivers in high places, and fountains m the 
midft of valleys ; I will make the wilderne/s a pool of 
water, and thé dry land fprings of water. By the 
water here you jena the water of life, 
comprehending all the bleflings of the cove- 
nant. Now, are you poor and needy, feeking 
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Ho, every one that - 


We 


life, and there is not to be had among crea- 
tures; feecking righteoufnefs, ftrength, grace, 
and there is none? The lord will hear; the God of 
Lrael will not forfake. * 


Pita RIV ON | LUXXX VE 
Gata. ii, 20. 
The life which Ilive m the flefh, I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who lovedme, and gave him/elf for me. 


{ The fourth Sermon on this text. ] 


E have already elfewhere infifted on 

thefe words at confiderable length, in an 
exegetical, doctrinal, and applicatory manner; 
there is, however, one obfervation further, that 
we have not yet touched at, that we intend at 
this time to iluftrate from them, namely, 


Doct. Jt is the property of true faith to entertain 
the giving love of Chrift, revealed in the gofpel, 
with a ME, ME, by particular application. ~ 


This me was very familiar with Paul; He 


loved ME, and gave himfelf for ME. Gal.i. 16. He 
revealed bis Som in ME. 2 Tim. iv. 8. He hath 


laid up a crown of righteoufne/s for ME. 1 Cor. xv. 
10. His grace was beflowed upon ME.- Thus it was 
with David, Pfa. iil. 3. Thou, O Lord, art a fhield 
forme. Pfa. lvi. 9. This I know, God is for ME. 
Pfa. lvii. 2. Ut 1s God that performs all things for ME, 
Pla. lxi. 3. Thou haft been a fhelter forme. Pfa, 
cix. 22. Do thou for ME,—deliver thoumer. Pfa, 
xl. 17. Lam poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh up- 
on ME. Pfa. xiii. 6. He hath dealt bountifully with 
ME. °Pfa. xxiii. 6. Lwill fear no evil; for thou art 
with ME, &c. 2Sam. xxi. 5. He hath made 
with ME an everlafting covenant, (or, given to ME, | 
Many of faith’s me’s.you may read in {cripture; 
and who can tell how many my’s of faith are 
there?’ My Lord and my God; Iknow that My Re~ 
deemer liveth. See a clufter of them, Pia. xviii. 
1, 2, L will love thee, O Lord, My firength. ‘The 
Lord is MY rock, and my fortre/s, and MY delverer; 
my Ged, My rock, in whom I will truf; my buck- 
ler, and the horn of my Jfalvation ; and My high 
tower. Pia. cxliv..1, 2. Bleffed be the Lord my 
firength, which teacheth MY hands to war, and MY 
fingers tofight ;M¥ goodnefs and My fortre/s, MY high 
tower, &ce. My Beloved is mine, and I ani his, &c, 
For the profecuting of this fubjeét, we fhall 
endeavour to do theie things following. 


1. Enquire what is zmported in this particu- 
larizing property of faith entertaining 
Chrift’s giving love with a me, me. | 

Il. How, and upon what groynds faith makes 
this particular application, and ventures 
to fay, Me, me. 

lil. Name the reafons why faith hath, and. 
mutt have, this appropriating property, 

IV. Deduce fome mferences for the application, 


I. What is zmported in this particularizing 


_ property of faith in entertaining this giving love of 


Chrift, with a Me, Me? It may /uppofe and import 
thefe following things. .__ | 

if, It fuppotes, that while unbelief reigns 
and rules, the foul {peaks in a quite other firain ; 
unbelief puts away the love of Chrift from it- 
felf, faying, If he hath a loving heart, itis nog 
to me; if he hath a giving hand, it is not to | 


. * In the firft impreffion of this ferenee we are told, that.a fubje& confequential to this was {poke upon at Buratifland, viz. That 


God in Chrift is a loving God, and a giving Ged; but the notes were not extended. 
' . 4 This fermon was preached at a facramental folemnity at Burntifland, Auguit 13. 1739, 


TCO Lew ide 


74 


me: unbelief fays with Peter, Depart from me, 
for I am a finful man; furely, it is not to me, 
‘thou art making love.” Yea, the language of 
unbelief is like that of the devil, What have we 
to do with thee? Art thou come to torment us before 
the time? What have we to do with thee? Thou 
art not come to fave us. Indeed, he came not 
to fave finning angels, but he came to fave fin- 
ning men; and the devils would have men to 
think and fpeak, as they did, What have we to do 
with thee? And Satan gains his point, fo long 
as he can tempt mien to continue in unbelief, 
and to fay, There is an offer of Chrift; but, 
what have I to do with it? it is not me: there 
is love; but, it is not to me: there is Chrift 
giving himfelf, but not forme; I cannot take 
it to me; I cannot believe it is for me: what 
have I to do with it? Thus the devilifh unbe- 
lieving heart makes God a liar, by putting a- 
way the giving love of Chrift, that he mani- 
feits tomankind finners by the everlafting gof- 
en , . 
adly, It fuppofes, that fo far as unbelief is 
broken in its reign and rule, fo far-does the foul 
bring home to itfelf this giving love of Chritt. 
There are various degrees (when unbelief gets 
a dafh) whereby the finner is brought to this 
particular application. Conviction of unbelief 
is, I think, the firft degree, namely, when the 
foul is convinced of the fin of not believing the 
love of Chrift, faying, “ Wo is me, that I, who 
“ am convinced of fin and wrath by the law, 
cannot be convinced of the love, and grace, 
“ and good-will of God manifefted in Chrift 
“ by the gofpel! Oh! that I could get this love 
believed, and applied to myfelf.”—Convicti- 
on of righteoufne/s is another degree; when the 
glory of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, as full and all- 
fufficient, is difcovered to-the foul, and the 
foul enabled to take hold oft for its own juf- 
tification, pardon, and reconciliation with God. 
—Conviction of judgment is a third degree; or 
of Chrift’s being a King to fubdue fin and Sa- 
tan in the foul, as he hath done in his own 
perfon: and fo the foul is made to fay in ef- 
_ fect, “ Lreceive and reft upon Chrift, as a Pro- 
“* phet, Prief#, and King, for complete falvation, 
as he is offered to me.in the word, prefented 
to me in the promie, or given to me in the 
gypel.” This is the fubftance of the thing 
relating to faith’s Me, though fometimes it is 
uttered more, and fometimes lefs confidently ; 
fometimes it is faid with a fh, a wo’s me, that 
I cannot fay, He loved me: fometimes with a 
firuggle anda battle with unbelief; I believe thy 
love to me; Lord, help my unbelief: and fome- 
times with a bold afeveration, as here, without 
any fear or doubt, He loved me, and gave himfelf 
for me. Thus, fo far as unbelief is brought 
down, fo far faith rifes up to a full affurance. 
But more particularly, I think, it zmples 
thefe four things following. 
1. A view of the particular offer. The call of 
the gofpel is to every one that hears it; Ho! 
every one that thirfteth, come. When faith comes 
by hearing, it takes up thefe good news, fo 
particularly, as to fay. Here is good news for 
me; here is mercy offered to me; here is grace 
offered to me; here is Chrift offered tome; here 
is the call given to me by name; here is love 
made to me. | | 
2. It implies a holy felfifhnefs in faith, appro- 
priating all the oifeted washer fo to 1Hele aa if 
there were none elfe concetned. This loving 
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Lord {peaks to me, and tells me, He hath loved 
ME, and given himfelf for ME; and therefore, what 
he fays in his word, I will fay to myfelf, Ae — 
loved ME; what he gives to me in his word, I 
will take to myfelf, He Gave himfelf for me. 
Faith, like the bufy bee, what it gathers abroad, 
it takes home to its own hive for its own ufe. 
What the foul gathers abroad in the field of the 
gofpel, and among the flowers of the promifes, 
it takes home to its own heart: it no fooner 
finds fuitable meat for it in the word, but it 
falls to the eating of it; Thy word was found of 
me, and I did eat it, and tt was the joy and rejoicing 
of my foul. : 
. 3. Itimports a holy pleafure that the foul takes 
in this giving love of Chri? ; and hence, the in- 
gemination, or doubling: of the me; fo fweet it 
is to the foul, that after one tafte, it muft have 
another. True faith is not foon fatisfied; after 
one fight of Chrift it muft have another; after 
one kifs of the Son of God, it muft have ano- 
ther: Let him kifs me with the kiffes of bis mouth, 
for thy loves is better than wine, Song i. 2. It is. 
not Jove in the fingular, but Joves in the plural 
number: let him give me one love-token after 
another; ME, ME! 
4. It imports a cordial affent unto, and perfuafion 
of the kindnefs and love of God in Chrift, ma- 
nifefted in the word, fo as to give both the heart 


.and hand to the Son of God, with a my Lord, 


and my God; a Lord for me, a God for me; Me, . 
Me! It is likea laying hold of him with both 
hands, and embracing him with both arms, 
refolving never to part with him, but ftill to 
hold by this glorious Lover and Giver ; He lov- 
ed me, and gave himjfelf for me. | 


II. The /econd general head was, To fhow how 
and upon what grounds faith makes this parti- 
cular application, and entertains this giving love 
with a me, me. I offer the following remarks 
for clearing this head. 

Remark 1. “ That we fpeak not now of the 
affurance of /enfe; for that comes by fpiritual 
reflection, or a reflex act upon the work of 
“ God, and not a direcét at of faith upon the 
“ word of God.” That reflex affurance comes al- 
fo from the Sprrit, witnefling and fealing the 
foul after believing, and that either mediately, 
fhining upon graces and experiences, oc. ; OF, : 
immediately upon the foul, by fome {pecial 
direct intimation. We fpeak of that affurance, 
which is properly in faith, of which the apoftle 
here {peaks, when he fays, / live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him/felf for me. 

Remark 2. “ That the particular application of 
“ faith is grounded upon the word; for faith 
“ relates to a tefmony, believing to a word to 
“‘ be believed.” So it is faid, Faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God, Rom. x. 
17,. Faith in a hearer relates to faithfulnefs in 
a fpeaker, and credits the word fpoken. 

Remark 3. “* That it is not every word of God 
“ that is the ground of this particular appli- 
“ cation of faith.” It is not the word of God 
“in the Jaw, but the word of God in the go/pel: 
for the law ferves to convince of fin, and difcover 
wrath due for fin; but makes no difcovery of 
the love and mercy of God. . The light of the 
law difcovers death, damnation, and mifery for 
evermore to the finner; but the light of the 
gofpel difcovers life and falvation through Je- 
fus Chrift, who hath brought life and immortality 
to light. > ok? tinker ake oa oe : 
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» Remark 4. “ That itis not every word or every 
“ doctrine of the go/pel, that is the ground of 
* “ faith’s particular application of, the love of 
“ Chrift with a me, me.” For example, it is not 
every legal precept or threatening that is taken in 
te the go/pel-di/penfation, that is the ground, or 
foundation of this particular application, but 
the go/pel w/elf, revealing the love and grace of 
God in’ Chrift. As many things are ina houfe, 
that yet cannot be called the houfe itfelf ;. fo, 
many things are in the gofpel-difpenfation, 
that are not properly the gofpel itfelf. Law- 
precepts and threatenings are brought in as a 
fence to the gofpel, to guard it againft being 
abufed: For inftance, John iii. 17. God fent not 
his Son into the world, to condemn the world, but that 
the world by him might be faved; there is the gof- 
pel: but when it is added, ver. 18. He that be- 
heveth not, is condemned already; this is brought 
in to the difpenfation of the gofpel, but is not 
properly the gofpel itfelf, but is fubfervient 
thereunto, to defend it from abufe. Now, the 
former, not the Jatter, may be the foundation of 
faith’s particular application of the love of God, 
Thus, He that believeth not, fhall be damned, is a 
fence for the gofpel, but not properly the gof- 
pel itfelf: the gofpel is the thing propofed to 
be believed, namely, the difpenfation of the love 
and grace of God in Chrift. 
_ Remark 5. “ That it is not every doctrine, 
ce 
“ firft ground of faith’s applying this love to 
“ itfelf.” For example, there is a twofold love 
of God in Chrift, that.cannot be the ground of 
faith’s firftapplying it to itfelf, viz. his love of 
defination, and his love of approbation: his love 
of defination and purpofe, whereby he is faid to 
have chofen us im Chrift before the foundation of the 
- world, that we fhould be holy, having predeftinated 
us to the adoption of children, Eph. i. 4, 5. Again, 
his love of approbation and friendfhip, or com- 
placency, fuch as that {poken of, John xiv. 23. 
If any man love me, and keep my words, my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him. Now, the object of the for- 
mer love, vz. that of defination, is every elect 
Jol, and that from all eternity, as well as in 
time, even before their converfion and union to 
Chrift: the objec of the latter, namely, the love 
of approbation, is every believer united to Chritt, 
every faint. Now, thefe are precious doctrines 
.of the gofpel, and the fweetnefs of this divine 
love, both of deftination from eternity, before 
faith, and of approbation in time, after faith, 
may come to be felt in due time, when the 
foul, after believing, comes to-be /ealed with 
Floly Spirit of promife: but yet, none of thefe, 
I fay, are the firft ground, upon which any fin- 
ner can build this particular application. of 
Chrift’s giving love, faying, He loved me. For, 
that love, whereof the e/e# are the objeéts, who 
can apply, till they know theyare elected? And 
that love, whereof believers and /aints are the 
objects, who can apply, that know themfelves 
to be, as yet, neither believers, nor faints? And 
therefore, the love of God in the gofpel,, that 
is the fir ground of faith’s particular applica- 


tion, mutt be a love manifefed to finners as fuch, 


and confequently, fuch a love, as finners, un- 
der the notion of finners, may rely upon, as 
exhibited in the gofpel. Therefore, : 
Remark 6. “ That the doctrine of the love and 
grace of God in the gofpel, that lays a foun- 
“ dation for the particular faith I {peak of, is 
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the doctrine of his love of benevolence and good- 

will in Chrift Jefus, manifefted to finners of 

mankind, accompanied witha particular call 
“to every one to believe this love, and take 
“ hold of this Lover for wifdom,righteoufnefs, 
“ fanctification, and redemption to himfelf in 
“ particular.” 

The general word of grace and love is to fin- 
ners, That Fefus Chri? came to fave finners, 1 Tima, 
1.15. The particular call and command to every 
finner, that hears the gofpel, is, That he believe 
on the Son of God, 1 John ii. 25.; or, in other 
words, That he believe that, through the grace of 
the Lord Fefus Chri, he fhall be faved, Acs xv. 
11.3; or, which is all one, That he receive and 
reft upon Chrift for falvation, as offered to him in 
particular in the gofpel. Now, the general in- 
definite declaration, That he came to fave finners, 
and died.for the ungodly; this points out our ge- 
neral name, ungodly fmners: but then, the par- 
ticular call and invitation to come to this Jefus 
by faith, believing his love and grace mani- 
fefted in this gofpel, this points it out to evéry 
one, faying, Thou, im particular, art the ungodly 

Jinner,, thus called to apply his love and grace declared 

in the gofpel; and upon this ground thou maytt, 
by faith, make this particular application, and 
venture out with a me, me; He loved mz, and 
gave himfelf for ME. 

Osjecr. 1. May not one fear prefumption za 
this cafe, if vt be no more that is needful as a ground 

Sor this appropriating faith ? 

Answ. Men prefume when they are either 
encouraged by their own goodne/s to believe 
Chrift’s love, or difcouraged by their own bad- 
ne/s from believing it: for this fays it is either 
fome goodnefs they have, or fome. goodnefs 
they want in themfelves, that they are mak- 
ing the rule and flandard of their faith, and 
not the word of God, nor the gofpel of the grace 
of God: this is indeed prefumption ; for it fays 
they are cleaving to the old-covenant way of 
life by works, or goodnefs of their own, and 
not trufting to the goodnefs, grace, and love 
of God in Chrift revealed. in the’ gofpel: but if 
the finner were taking with the charge, that 
he is a finner indeed,.and accepting of thefe 

ood news, That Chri? came to fave finners, as a 
faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, and 
apprehending the gofpel-call particularly to 
him, faying, To thee is the: word of this falvation 
Jent ; and were thereupon rolling himfelf over 
upon the grace and love of Chrift, faying, Even 
fo I take it to me, as offered to mein the word; 
and thereupon conclude, He loved me, and gave 
himfelf for me: this is noprefumption, but faith 
building upon the proper ground of it, he word 
of God. d 

OsjEcT. 2. But may not one fear delufion zm 
this café, if he build this particular: application only 
upon the woRD, without feeling the operation of the 
Spirit, fince it is the Spirit that works faith in 
us? : ivog . 

Answ. We are to make a difference between 
how faith is warranted, and how faith is wrought. 
The SpiriT is the workerof faith; but the worp 
is the warrant.of faith, and the ground of it: 
and the Spirit works faith by fhewing to, the 
foul what is the warrant of faith; and hence 
faith comes by hearing what the Spirit faith in the 
word, and not byfeeling what the Spirit works 
in the heart: therefore, if you build your faith 
upon any feelings, or influences within you, 
then you are in danger of de/ufion and dee 13 ; 
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but not if you build your faith upon the word 
as your warrant. 

Osject. 3. But if the word without me be the 
warrant of faith, and the Spirit within be the work- 
er of faith, what if I take hold of the warrant of the 
word, without the Spirit taking hold of me, as the 
worker of faith within me ? 

Awnsw. That is impoflible: for, where a foul 
takes hold of Chrift, and his love and grace re- 
vealed in the word, and upon the warrant of 
God’s word to itfelf in particular, it neceflarily 
prefuppotes the Spirit prefent in that word, open- 
ing up to the foul the particular warrant, and 
difcovering: the love of Chrift in that word, and 
fecretly and powerfully drawing the foul to 
apply it; and yet fo intenfibly may that power 
be exerted, that the foul feels nothing till after- 
wards; After ye believed, ye were fealed. There 
may, indeed, be joy and peace in believing; 
but faith, though it may be attended with joy, 
and peace, and feeling, yet it is not grounded 
upon any thing but the word, or the love and 
grace of Chrift revealed in the word: ‘even as 
a houfe may be built with lime, and fand, and 
clay, but it is not founded upon it. 

OsjectT. 4. But, muft not Chrif be revealed into 
the heart? And is there not a feeing of the Son, in 
order to believing in him? And therefore, fome fen- 
fible work in the heart to found this particular ap- 
plication of faith? 

Answ. There is a fight of /piritual knowledge 

and /lumination that is neceflary to faith, and 
goes indeed before it; but there is a fight of 
Jpiritual experience and Jenfation, that is not necef- 
fary to faith, but follows after it. The former 
is that revelation of Chrift into the heart that 
Paul {peaks of, He revealed his Son in me; and 
that /eemg of the Son that is neceflary, in order 
to beheving in him. Faith comes by hearing, not 
by feeling; and fo believing in Chrift-comes by 
feeing him in the word, and not firft by feel- 
ing him’ in the heart. Chrift is not formed in 
the heart by the Spirit, till once he be reveal- 
ed in the heart by the word. And fo it is not 
the Spirit's /zalg work, giving an internal feel- 
mg of Chrift; but the Spirit's teaching work, 
giving the zternal revelation of Chrift, that: is 
neceflary to faith. 

Osyecr. 5. Bat if I want this internal revela- 
tion of Chrift, and ‘have Chrift only revealed to me, 
and not revealed in me? Have I, in that: cafe, any 
warrant to believe ? 

Answ. 1. Though Chrift revealed in you, is 
neceflary to the working of faith; yet Chritt re- 
vealed to you, in the word, is all that is neceflary 
to the warranting of faith: and therefore, 

» 2. Since it is not Chrift {peaking in the heart, 
but Chrift {peaking in the word, that is’the 
ground and warrant of faith; if you build 
your faith and hope upon the love and grace 
of Chrift: revealed to you in particular, you 
have no ground to doubt but Chrift is revealed 
in you: therefore, in feeking for a foundation 
and*ground of faith, never pore upon yourfelf, 
or what you feel, or what the Spirit works in 
you; but rather hear what the Spirit fays to 
you: He that hath ears to bear, let him hear what 
the Spirit fays to the churches. 1f you hear what 


the Spirit {ays to'you of the love of Chrift, and 
believe it with application as revealed to you, 
then you may be fure he is revealed ix you: 
andupon the warrant of his word, thus reveal- 
ing his love to you; you, through grace, may 
apply it to yourfelf with a me, me: He loved ME, 
and gave himfelf for ME. 
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Il. The third general head I propofed was, 
To name the reafons why faith hath this appro- 
priating property. And hereIfhallfhew, 1.Why 
it zs fo, that faith hath this applying property; 
and, 2. Why it muf? be fo, or the neceflity of it. 

if, As to the former of thefe, faith hath 
this applying property, 

1. Becaufe faith is an uniting grace, tha unites 
the foul to Chrift; That Chrift may dwell in your 
hearts by faith, Eph. ili. 17. As it comes from 
him, fo it leads the foul to him, and cannot 
ftay away from him, nor reft till it make clofe 
application to him. God, the giver of faith, 
hath given it this office of joining the foul to 
Jefus; and therefore, in the day of believing, 
finners are brought to fay, Come, and let us join 
ourfelves to the Lord; the everlafiing covenant /hall 
not be forgotten, as the words may be read, Jer. 
1. 5. Some drawing virtue is let out from that 
covenant between God and Chrift, that draws 
out the foul’s confent to that bargain, and fo to 
take on with Jefus as the glorious Lover, that 
propofes fuch a blefled bargain as himfelf to 
it: O! it is a good bargain! 

2. Becaufe faith takes up the warrant and 
ground it hath to build upon; it reads the gof- 
pel as a love-letter, faying, There is a letter 
from heaven, and it is backed for me, indorfed 
for me: it fays, To THEE; To thee is the word of 
this falvation fent : and therefore I may alfo fay, 
To me, tome it is fent ; He loved me, and gave him- 
Self for me. 

3. Faith takes up the fitne/s and /uctablene/s 
between Chrift and the foul’s cafe; and there- 
fore makes particular application. As ever a 
plaifter was fuited toa fore, or a remedy fuited 
to a malady; fo Chrift is fuited to the finner’s 
cafe; and faith difcerns this, and fays, There 
is wifdom, for a fool like me; there is righte- 
oufne(s, for a guilty foullike me; fandification; 
for a filthy foul like me; redemption, for loft 
and miferable me; there is light, for dark me; 
and life, for dead me; and liberty, for bond me: 
and therefore I cannot but welcome it to me. 

4. Faith’s particular application flows from 
the approach of the Spirit of faith mixing itfelf 
with the word, to make application of Chrift’s 
redemption. Though the external revelation 
fixes the duty of believing, and all have an e- 
qual warrant to. believe in Jefus; yet fuch is 
the diftinguifhing grace of God toward fome, 
that he opens up the warrant to them particu- 
larly, and caufes them make particular appli- 
cation thereof to themfelves, and to ‘believe 
what others have ag fair a revealed warrant to 
believe as they have: for, though this power- 
ful coming of the Spirit is neceflary to work 
faith; yet nothing elfe but the word is neceflary 
to warrant faith, and to be the ground of it: 
yea, in pure believing, the Spirit makes the 
foul build upon nothing but the word. Faith 
may be confirmed afterward by the feeling and 
fealing of the Spirit, as I faid already ; but in 
nothing does the power of the Spirit more ex- 
ert itfelf in the day of believing, than in bring- 
ing the foul to be denyed to all internal feel- 
ings, and to reject all other grounds of faith 
than what is propofed in the word of grace. 
Let every one therefore cry for the Spirit of 
faith, who isto be received in the hearing of 
faith. There is a paffive receiving of the Spirit, 
even as dry ground receives afhower of water 
from the clouds ; this is neceflary for the work- 
ing of faith where it is not, and exerting it 

, where 
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whiere it is: and there is an adfive receiving of 
the Spirit after faith, of which it is faid, Re- 
ceived ye the Spirit fince ye believed? And of which 
alfo it is faid, After ye believed, ye were fealed with 
the holy Spirit of promife: Now, it is the former, 
the pafive reception of the Spirit, or the Spirit 
coming as the Spirit of faith, that would make 
a happy believing and applying time among 
us, by making us to liften to the voice of Chrift 
in the word, and hear him only, of whom the 
Father fays, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well-pleafed ; hear ye him. 

2dly, Why is it meceffary that faith have this 
applying property, applying the love of Chrift 
as revealed in the gofpel with a me, me, of par- 
ticular appropriation? Why, it is neceflary on 
many accounts. 

i. Itis neceflary to juflification. Faith doth not 
juftify but in a way of applying and appropri- 
ating the righteoufnefs of Chrift to itfelf, fay- 
ing, as it is, Ifa. lv. 24. Surely in the Lord have I 
righteoufne/s : and hence the name of Chrift, in 
whom we are juftified, is a name of appropri- 
ation, Jer. xxiii. 6. The Lord our righteoufue/; ; 
which, in the fingular number, when faith is 


acted perfonally and particularly, is, The Lord © 


my righteoufnefs. ‘The juftifying blood of Chrift 
muft be {prinkled on the confcience by a par- 
ticular application of faith; and it does not 
juftify if it be not appropriated, no more than 
a plaifter can heal unlefs it be applied. It mutt 
be applied with a me, me; He loved me, and gave 
himfelf for me. . 
2. It is neceflary unto.fanctification. Chritt is 
made of God to us notonly righicou/ne/s, but 
alfo fanctification ; and he is, fays faith, made 
of God to me fanétification: and hence it is the 
language of faith, Jn the Lord have I firength, as 
well as righteoufne/s. In him there is ftrength 
for me, fays faith; and without this applying 
- and appropriating of the ftrength and grace 
that 1s in Chrift to ourfelves, we cannot be ftrong 
im the Lord; or ftrong in the grace that is in Chrift 
Jefus. : | 
3. It is neceflary to confolation. All the com- 
fort we have in the love of Chrift, is in the 
application of it; He loved me. All the comfort 
that iffues from his death, is in 
of it; He gave himfelf for me. Take away this 
me, Or this appropriation of Chrift, and you 


take away comfort: and hence the more clofe-- 


ly that faith aéts updén Chrift, the more com- 
fortably; for, believing we rejoice with joy unfpeak- 
able. And hence alfo, the more unbelief pre- 
vails, putting away the grace and love of Chrift, 
faying, O it is not for me, this promife is not 
tome, the more difcouragement prevails. 

4. It is neceflary to peace, quiet, and ref; Come 
‘to me all ye that are weary, and I will give you ref. 
Beg juftified by faith, we have peace with God. In 
me ye fhall have peace, fays Chrift; in a way of 
applying me, and appropriating me to your- 
felves, ye fhall have peace. Peace with God is 
a fafe garrifon in the time of outward trouble : 
but take away the me, me of faith,-and you 
undermine the garrifon; you blow up the 
peace of the foul. : : 

5. It is neceflary unto boldne/: in approachin g 
to God; We have boldnefs to enter into the holieft by 
the blood of Fefus: and the boldnefs of faith flows 
from the applying quality of it. Faith walks 
on this red-fea ; if it didnot keep its feet upon 
this red carpet, it could not come boldly to 
God. . +S = 
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6. It is neceflary unto evidential affurance, 
which is the fruit of faith. Faith’s applying 
quality with a me, me, founded upon the word, 
is fiducial affarance, which is the very nature of 
faith grounded upon the word: but faith’s re- 
flection upon itfelf, and upon the work of God 
within one, is evidential affurance. And this 
cannot be without the former, no more than 
there can bé true evidences of faith without 
faith itfelf.. Whena man can once fay, by the 
affurance of faith relying on the word, He loved 
me; then he may come, in due time, to be able 
to fay, by the affurance of ‘fenfe, I feel his love 
burning in my breaft, and warmin g my heart: 
After ye beheved, ye were Jealed. 

7. It is neceflary unto viéfory, fpiritual vic- 
tory. And, ; 

(1.) It is neceffary to our victory over the 

devil; for the more clofely we apply Chrif to 
ourfelves, the more powerfully do we defeat 
and drive off the devil: The /bield of faith quenches 
his fiery darts. This applying faith takes in 
Chrift to itfelf, and then defiroys the works of the 
devil. Chrift for us did it once, and Chrift in 
us does it again. 
_ (2.) It is neceffary to our victory over the 
world: for, This is the victory whereby we overcome 
the world, [as well as the god of this world,| even 
our faith; and particularly faith as it appropri- 
ates hislove. O! when it fees, and applies, and 
feeds upon the love of Chrift, how doth it de- 
{pife the world, and would not give a glance 
of his love for all the glory of the world? The 
believer defpifes its frowns and flatteries both, 
fo faras he applies Chrift, and confides in him; 
whereas, when people take not hold of, and 
rely on Chrift by faith, they take hold of the 
world, and the world takes hold of them, and 
overcomes them. 

(3.) It is neceflary to our victory over the 
jiefo, and over fin and corruption: {o far as we 

believe the love of Chrift to ourfelves, fo far we 
hate and loath fin; the love of Chrift eats out 
the love of fin: fo far as the love of Chritt is 
believed, fo far is the love of fin banithed; for 
fin lofes its dominion while we are not under the 
law, which is the frength of fn, but under grace 
and love, whichis the deftruction of fin. Why 
does fin prevail fo much, but becaufe we be- 
lieve the love of Chrift fo little. 

(4.) It is neceflary alfo to victory over death ; 
let death appear in all its moft dreadful thapes, 
yet, by this particular faith of Chrift’s love, . 
we will be able to fay, O death, where is thy feng ? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The jiing of death is 
Jin; and the firength of fin is the law: but thanks be 
to God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. O Sirs, when unbelief prevails, 
crying out, Alas! I fear he hath not loved me; 
I doubt of his love to me; I doubt of his pro- 
mife, if it be to me; how can that foul ftand 
before death? The fear of death overcomes him ; 
but when faith applies the love of Chrift, and 
the promife fealed with the blood of Chrift, 
then it overcomes all the fear of death, and 
overcomes by the blood of the Lamb. 

8. This applying faith faying, me, me, with 
the apoftle here, is neceflary unto fervice, and 
to the right di/charge of duties, particularly that 
of prayer and praife, &c, namely, that we may 
ferve the Lord without flavifh fear; That we, 
being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, might 

erve him without fear, in holine/s and Bue? * G 


_ before him all the' days of our life, Luke i. 74, God: 
U - 


loves — 


7§ 


loves a chearful giver, a chearful fervant. 
Doubts and fears of unbelief make very un- 
heartfome and unholy fervice: but the more 
lively the faith of the love of God in Chritt is, 
the more loving and acceptable fervice is per- 
formed. 

9. It is neceflary unto /ufering, as well as un- 
to fervice. Who is the Chriftian that will take 
joyfully the fooling of his goods, and fufter joyfully 
‘for the name of Chrift? Even he that hath the 
moftt lively faith of Chrift’s loving him unto 
fufferings and death, faying, Ae loved me, and 
gave bimjelf for me,O! how ought I to love him, 
and give myfelf, my life for him, through his 
grace? We may be called to fuffering, but it 
muft be given us; and it is he that gives to 
believe, who muft give to fuffer; and he gives 
to futfer by giving to believe; for, by faith, we 
chufe, with Mofes, to /uffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God, rather than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for 
afeafon. And the more clofely faith applies the 
love of Chrift, the more forward it is to fuffer; 
and the more doubtfully it views his love, the 
more backward and unwillingto fuffer for him. 

ro. It isneceflary unto growth in all the other 
graces of the Spirit: for example, The grace of 
love will not grow, but by the faith of his love; 
We love him, becaufe he firft loved us. — The grace 
of humility and true humiliation doth not grow, 
but upon the appropriating faith of his love, 
and of God’s mercy venting through Chrif ; 
That thou may/t remember, and be confounded, and ne- 
ver open thy mouth any more, becaufe of thy fbame, 
when Iam pacified towards thee for all that thou haft 


done, Ezek. xvi. 63.. The faith of God’s being’ 


pacified in Chrift, a loving and well-pleafed 
God in Chrift, abafes the foul, and humbles it 
to the duft.—The grace of patience does not 
grow, but upon this root. We bear all things, 
and fuffer chaftifement kindly, while we be- 
heve that he chaftifes not in wrath, but in love. 
Thus I might go through the other graces 
of the Spirit, and fhew that this applying pro- 
perty in faith, is neceflary to the increafe of the 
whole of them, 

11. It 1s neceflary unto perfeverance: hence, 
fays Chrift, 4s the Father hath loved me, fo have I 
loved you; continue ye in my love: intimating, that 
the particular faith of his love, and of the firm- 
nefs, greatnefs, and duration thereof, like that 
between him and his Father, is a ftrong root 
of perfeverance, and continuing in his love. 
Our love to him, and perfeverance in the du- 
ties of love to him, 1s up and down, ebbs and 
flows with the believing perfuafion of his love. 

12. It is neceflary unto our prefervation from 
the errors and defections of the times, and to our 
excitation to any zealous appearance for Chrift. This 
particular faith of Chrift’s love is a notable 
fence againft errors that abound in the day we 

‘live in: for, as the moft part receive not the 
love of the truth, that they might be faved, and are 
given up to firong delufions, to believe a lye; fo, when 
the truth is received in love, and Chrift, the 
centre of ail truth, embraced in love, it makes 
the foul ftand out againft all damnable error, 
faying, Oh! fhall I deny the truth, who have 
got the faith and feeling of the love of Chrift 
therein. : 

It is a notable fence againft the apoflafy of the 
times: Will ye alfo go away ? {aid Chrift to his dif- 
ciples; ye to whom J have manifefted myfelf 
and my love, as I have not manifefted myfelf 
tothe world. No, no; To whom fall we go? 
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faid Peter, Thou haft the words of eternal life: in- 
timating, that the faith of his word of grace 
‘was a cord to bind them tg abide with him, 
and to keep them back from apoftafy. 

This particular faith would alfo excite us to 
a public zeal. Public region is only right found- 
ed when it ftands upon perfonal religion, perfo- 
nal acquaintance with Chrift, and the particu- 
lar faith of his love. They that can fay be- 
lievingly, He loved me, will endeavour ‘to fay 
it practically, {hewing their faith by their love, 
and fhewing their love by their zeal. Love is 
the fire, and zeal is the flame; they will fhew 
the fire by the flame. 

In a word, it is neceflary in all thefe parti- 
culars, for teaching the great end of glorifying 
God, and enjoying bint. When we are frrong im 
the faith, we give glory to God; and efpecially 
when we believe againft unbelief, by believing 
his love to us as revealed in the word, againft 
all objections to the contrary from other quar- 
ters: but we difhonour him, by unbelieving 
jealoufies of his kindnefs, and by difcrediting 
his word ; denying both his mercy and truth. 
— Again, the more clofely we cleave to him 
by this applying faith, the more fully do we 
enjoy him; for, this faith is a drawing near to 
him; whereas the oppofite, unbelief, is a de- 
parting from him, Heb. ili. 12. We come now, 


IV. To’ the fourth and laf thing propofed, 
which was to make application. And this we 
may eflay in an ufe of information, examina- 
tion, and exhortation. 5 

if, We may improve this do¢trine for infor- 
mation. Is it the property of true faith, to entertain 
the giving love of Chrift, declared in the gofpel, with 
a ME, ME, by particular apphcation? Hence fee, 

1. The danger and di/advantage of unbehef: it 
rejects the grace and love of Chrift, faying, It is 
not tome, It rejects the gift of God, and the 
great falvation, faying, It is too great for me; 
it is too good for me; I muft refolve to want 
it; for lam not meet for it, and it is not meet 
for me. Oh! dangerous cafe! He that believeth 
not, bath made God a har. Bs 
_ 2. See the excellency and advantage of faith and 
believing. It takes home Chri and all his grace 
and fulne/s tortfelf, faying, O! here is a treafure 
for me; here isa portion for me; a good bar 
gain forme: however unlovely lam, yet here 
1s a wonderful Lover and Suitor for me: he 
evidenced his love for me, by giving himfelf 
for me; he is evidencing his love so me, in 
giving himfelf in this gofpel-offer to me: it wel- 
comes Chrift and his love, faying, He loved me. 

3.. Hence the danger of that legal doétrine, 
that obftructs this particular application of faith, 
by bringing in fo many f¢erms and conditions ne- 
ceffary, in order to be the ground and foun- 
dation of faith’s perfuafion; making either 
fome work done by people, or fome work wrought 
in them, to be the ground of confidence with 
reference to the love of Chrift: thus leading 
people in to themfelves for a foundation of 
faith: and hence few or none can, by their 
doctrine, fee any ground to apply the love of 
Chritt to themfelves, becaufe they cannot fee a- 
ny ground in themfelves, where indeed they 
ought not to feck it. That legal {pirit is too. 
natural to all mankind, and. hath little need 
to be furthered by legal doGrine. ESOS 

4. Hence fee alio the darknefe that obfcures. 
many go/pel/ermons, even among thefe who are 
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otherwife evangelical, ‘yet in this they are be- 
mifted, that they cannot take up any affurance 
or perfuafion in the matter of faith, diftinct from 
that affurance of fenfe, which follows after faith; 
nor take up the affurance, application, and appro- 
priation of faith, grounded upon the worD of God, 
which is the duty of all that hear the gofpel, 
diftinct from the affurance of fenfe, founded upon 
the work of God, which is the privilege of be- 
lievers at times. How miferable do many 
confound the grounds of faith with the marks of 
faith? and fo fhut the door of faith, many 
times, againft all that have not the evidences 
of faith; and, through miftake of the gofpel- 
method of falvation, fometimes make the marks 
and. evidences of faith in them who have believ- 
ed, to. be fo many /eés and binderances to the 
faith of them that never believed, as if they 
ought not to believe the love and grace of God 
revealed in the word, unlefs they have thefe 
marks: whereas finners are warranted to build 
upon the grounds of faith that are without them 
in the word, though they can fee no marks of 
faith within them; for, to build upon thefe, 
although they had them, would bea building 
of fenfe, and not a building of farth. 


ad, This doctrine may be improved by 
way of examination. Try, whether or not you 
have been ever brought to this particular appli- 
cation of faith; or to the Me, Me, that is here {po- 
ken of ; He loved mu, and gave himfelf for mu, If 
fo, then, ear 
1. The time hath been, when the wrath 
of God revealed in the law hath been applied 
particularly to you, and by you. Have you 
ever believed the curfe and threatening of the 
law, faying, Curfed 1s every one that continueth not 
in all things written in the book of the law to do them? 
Haye you believed that with a Me, Me, faying, 
I.am the man; I am the perfon; the finful, 
miferable, guilty perfon, that, by fin, am expof- 
ed to God’s wrath; and, What fhall I do to be faved? 
2. The time hath been, wherein the /ove and 
grace of God revealed in the gofpel, hath been 
applied particularly to you and by you, fo far 
as to give you the hope of relief from the law- 
fentence of condemnation, and to draw your 
heart to a particular acceptance of Chritt, as 
‘offered in the gofpel to you, for falvation from 
fin, and deliverance from the wrath to come, 
This imports the Me, Me, in the text, eyen 
though you have not been able, in exprefs 
terms, to fay it in the words of the apoftle, He 
loved me, and gave himfelf for me. 
3. Are the defects of this faith grievous to you? 


Is it uneafy to you, that you cannot freely: 


come out with the Me, Me? Do you find it mat- 
ter‘of grief to you, that, through unbelief, you 
fhould fo much quefion his love to you; and 
matter pf joy to you, when you get kindly views 
of him, and can fay, with the apoftle, He lv- 
ed me, and gave bimfelf for me? Know you what 
it is to believe his love, even when you do not 
feelit? thatis, when you want the joyful fenfe 
of his love, yet, you hope in his word, and hang 
upon it, faying, [beheve ; Lord, help my unbelief? 
This argues particular application of faith. 
Know you what it is, notwithftanding of the 
power and prevalence of fin, yet to maintain 
fome hope againft hope, becaufe his word endureth 
for ever, and his love endureth for ever; and there- 
fore you are encouraged to return again and 
again to your firft love? This imports and in- 


THEZREGELWING PROPERTY, OF FADTH. 


- improvement of this 


29 


cludes in it the heart-faying, He loved me, even 
though you dare not, with confidence, exprefs it. 

4. Is your public region founded upon perjo- 
nal religion? Public religion, and concern for 
the ark of God, and the work of God, and the 
caufe of Chrift, and his truth and reformation 
principles, is very proper and neceflary in a 
day wherein truth is fallen in the fireets. It 1s 
fit to appear. for Chrift, efpecially, when prin- 
ces and parliaments are againit him; when 
courts and judicatories are againft him; then 
we fhould cleave to him, and to thefe that are 
engaged in witnefling work for him. But yet, 
before our public religion can be probative or 
evidential of our true love to Chrift, it will be 
founded upon perfonal religion; perfonal ac- 
quaintance with Chrift, perfonal concern about 
his loye to you, and particular faith of his love 


conftraining you to that appearance for him. 


Happy is the foul, that can fay, He loved me, 
and gave himfelf for me; therefore, it becomes 
me to love him, his name, his truth, his caufe 
and intereft; and to give myfelf for him, to act 
and do for him, to fuffer for him, to futter 
fhame and reproach, for him, to fuffer lofles 
and croffes, and the {poiling of my goods, if 
he call to it; yea, and death itfelf for him. A 
public religion of this fort, flowing from the 
faith of his love, is a practical faying, He loved 
me, and gave himfelf for me. 


3dly, "The do&rine may be applied by way 
of exhortation or addrefs: and our exhortation 
fhall be tendered both to unbelievers and faints, 

r.|. We direct our exhortation to thefe who 
are unbelievers, and never came to make applica- 
tion of Chrift to themfelves, and are firangers to 
this appropriating faith. O Sinner! if you know 
yourfelf to be fo, and have any need of a Sa- 
viour, come to him byfath, applying him to 
yourfelf in particular, with a Me, Me, of fpecial 
appropriation. In order, to. this, 1 propofe two 
things to your confideration. 

1. Confider, in what capacity you ought to 
view yourfelf, when applying this grvmg love of 
Chrift with a Me, Me, to yourfelf in particular. 

(1.) It is in view of your being.a fmner, that 
you are to make this application: for, While we 
were yet _finners, Chrift died for the ungodly; and 
Chrift died tofave finners; and therefore it is asa fin- 
ner, not as a. faint, that you mutt view this love, 
faying, He loved ue, a Gnner;.me, a moft un- 
lovely creature; me,.an object of hatred and 
abhorrence.. Unbelief makes a quite contrary 
view, faying, Alas! this 
love cannot be to me: it muft be faints, and 
holy perfons, and good folks that can fay, He 
loved me: Nay, but fays faith, He came not to 
call the righteous, but fimners to repentance ; and his 
name,.as a Saviour, relates to finners : and, in 
this gofpel, he is manifefting his teaching love, 
to blind ignorant finners ; his pardoning love, 
toward guilty finners; and his conquering love, 
toward captive finners, and fuch an one am I; 
therefore, asa finner of that fort, 1 will venture 


on this love, and conclude, He /oved me. Again, 


(2.) It is in the view of being, not only a 
finer, but a GHIER finer, that the foul applies 
this love; for, Chri/? came to fave finners, of whom 
Tam the CHIER; Iwas a blafphemer, a perfecuter, 
and injurious; yet, Be loved me, fays Paul; for f 


obtained mercy, notwithitanding what I was, an 
what 1am; for the gofpel makes no exception; 


Fefus Chrift came to fave finners, and fo proclaune 
1S 


So 


his good-will towards men. Here alfo unbelief 
flarts up, faying, No doubt, if finners may ap- 
ply this love and grace to themfelves, yet not 
fuch finners as Iam; not fuch a guilty finner, 
fuch a filthy finner, fuch a black finner, fuch 
a bloody finner, fuch a backfliding finner, that 
have returned again unto folly. Nay, but fays 
faith, Ifhefaid tome, when! wasin my blood, 
Zive; and loved me, when I was in my blood 
before; and made me accept of his love-offer, 
and fay, He loved me; may I not again venture 
upon his grace and love, when his love is a- 
new manifefted in his word of grace to me, and 
fo take it home to myfelf with a Me, Me? The 
greater my fins are, the greater is his love to 
me; and the more will I fay, with admiration 
and. aftonifhment, He loved ME; even me, the 
blackeft; me, the vileft; me, a run-away; me, 
a rebel; me, a dog; a devil, a moniter! 

2. Confider in what capacity you ought to 
view Chrifi, in order to this applying aét of 
faith. 

(1.) You are to view him as one in whom 
is all divine fulne/s for the benefit of poor mife- 
rable finners ; fulnefs, not for himfelf, but for 
you: fay not, What is it to me, that he is fo 
full? Yea, it is for thee: He received gifts for men, 
even for the rebellious, Pfa. lxviii. 18. -And the 
reafon of his communicating that fulnefs, is 
his own free grace; He hath mercy, becaufe he will 
have mercy. 

(2.) You are to view him as one, whofe gh- 
ry and perfection it is to give out himfelf and his 


fulnefs; for, He is exalted to give repentance and 


remiffion of fins. ‘Thus, it is his honour and ex- 
altation to give out grace. There is a two-fold 
glory of Chrift; the glory of his per/on, as the 
Son of God; and the glory of his office, as Me- 
diator: the former is infinitely complete, ad- 
mitting of no diminution or augmentation, 
being unchangeably the fame for ever and e- 
ver; but the glory and perfeétion of his office, 
as Mediator, is ftill more and more complete, 
the more finners he receives, and the more 
grace he gives out: hence the church is called 
his fulne/s; and hence faints are called the gh- 
ry of Chrift; and hence, Chrift is faid to be glo- 
rified m them: and John xvi. 14. The Spirit, fays 
Chritt, /hall glorify me ; for he fhall receive of mine, 
and fhall fhew it unto you. 

(3.) You are to view him, as one, not only 
ready but willing to receive finners that come to 
him, and welcoming them, in coming and 
applying him to themfelves, bya particular ap- 
propriating faith; but alfo rejoicing in nothing 
more heartily, and dehghting in nothing more 
Jweetly, than in finners their coming to him, and 
matching with him: this is what he rejoiced in 
the thoughts of from eternity; I was daily his 
delight, rejoicmg always before him. Rejowcing in the 
habitable parts of the earth, and my delights were 
with the fons of men, Prov. viii. 30, 31. His joy 
is frefh, when the finner is aétually efpoufed 


to him; Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, and be-. 


hold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mo- 


ther crowned him, in the day of bis efpoufals, and in the’ 


day of the gladne/; of his heart, Son gili.ir. He fhall 
fee the travel of his foul,and fhall be -Jatisfied, Ya. liii.11. 
Yea, he delights and rejoices in this efpoufals 


for ever:as he rejoiced in the thought of it from’ 


eternity, fo he will do fo unto 


eternity; And J 
will betroth thee unto me 


for ever, yea, I will be- 


troth thee unto me in righteoufne/s, and in jndgment, 
and in loving-kindne/s, 


and im mercies. I will even 
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betroth thee unto me in faithfulnefs, and thou /halt 
know the Lord, Hof. ii. 19,20. The efpoufals 
are everlafting. 

(4.) You-are to view him as one, that hath 
no will to take a refu/fal at the finner’s hand; 
and that will admit of no excu/é to hinder your. 
coming to him, and clofing with him for thy- 
felt, as a match for thee, or hinder his accept- 
ing of thee. What is it that will hinder? Isit 
the broken law? No; he hath fulfilled it; yea, 
magnified the law, and made it honourable. —Is it of- - 
Sended quface? No; he hath fatisfied juftice: and 
therefore God fays, I have found a ranfom.—Is it 
outward meanne/s and bafenefs? No; though 
thou were clothed in rags, if thou haft a mind 
for Chrift, he will accept of thee; for, To the 
poor the gofpelis preathed: fee 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28. 
—Is itinward blackne/s and deformity? No; Though 
you have lyen among the pots, ye fhall be as the WINS 
of a dove, covered with filver, and her feathers 
with yellow gold: fee Ifa. i: 18. xlili. 24, 25. 
Ivii. 17. Chrift marries none, but thefe who 
are finners, that he may have the honour to 
take away their fin.—Is it former refufals of him? 
No; though thou haft defpifed many gracious 
offers: fee Prov. i. 21, 22, 23. They refufed 
long, and were long fcorners. How long, ye 
Jcorners, will ye delight in fcorning? &e. Turn ye 
at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my Spirit unto 
you, I will make known my words unto you. —Is it 
any backflding, or revolting of thine from him, 
after fome kindly working of heart toward. 
him? No; Thou haft played the harlot with many 
lovers ; yet return again unto me, faith the Lord. Re- 
turn, thou bacfliding Yrael, faith the Lord, and Iwill 
not caufe mine anger to fall upon you ; for Lam merciful, 
and will not keep mine anger for ever, Jer. iii. 1, 12. 
Is it that he never faved the like of you, and 
that there is no finner like you? No, no; 
for there is none like him, for a Saviour; Who 
is like unto the God of Fefurun? Yea, what if your - 
vilenefs and unworthinefs qualify you for him? 
as one faid, “ My wants and unworthinefs qua- 
“ lify me for Chritt,” 

[2.] We fhall now conclude with a word to 
thefe who have attained this appropriating faith, 
which hath in its nature this property of ap- 
plying Chrift with a Me, Me: He loved mz, and 
gave himfelf for ME. Have you win to make 
this application upon the ground of the word 
of grace? Then, O believer! 

1. Bevery thankful. Tell me, when you was 
under a fenfe of fin, a fear of hell and wrath, 
what would you have given for the things you 
now partake of ? And what was your refoluti- 
on, in cafe God fhould deliver you from your. 
bonds of fear and dread? Therefore now, per- 
form your vows of gratitude, and glorify God: 
for this end he made heaven and earth, and every 
creature, that he might get glory. And ought 
not you efpecially to glorify him, not only in 
your heart, but alfo in your life and walk? 

2. Be very humble; for, Who made you to differ? 
Know you not, that thoufands and millions 
are going to hell, every day, who are in many 
re{pects better than you? Yet, out of fovereign 
grace you are plucked, as a brand out of the 
burning; and they are pafled by, without ever 
getting grace to improve the warrant they 
have of applying Chrift to themfelves by faith, 
for their falvation, . 

3. Be very active in making progrefs; know 
that your falvation is but begun, and all is 
a great 
warfare 
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warfare to accomplith; therefore, pre/s forward, 
forgetting the things that are behind; let your faith 
work by love. - 

4. Be very confcrentious, that you may be in 
cafe to fay, Herein do Iexercife myfelf, to keep a con- 
Jcience void of offence toward God and toward man. 
This will be a continual feaft; and faith will 
be evidenced and furthered this way. 

5. Take care, that you never mi/confiruc? the 
providence of God, however hard and trying; 
knowing, that whatever his outward difpen- 
fations be, yet he is ftill the fame, and his 
word is ftill the fame. Beware of putting harfh 
commentaries upon his dealings and difpofals. 
Have you believed his love with particular ap- 
plication, upon the ground of his own word of 

race? Then let his word of grace and promiufe 
be the rule of your judging of his,love, and 
not any alteration of your inward frame or 
outward lot. , 

6. Endeavour to maintain your relation to him, 
even under all dark providences, hidings, and 
defertions, faying, My God, my God, even when 
you have occafion to fay, Why haft thou forfak- 
en me? 

7. Live near your /rength; and let the life 
you live be by the faith of the Son of God; He that 
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abideth in me, and Tin him, bringing forth much fruit. 
Renounce all confidence in the flefh, and in e- 
very piece of duty: Go in his frrength, for affitt- 
ance, making mention of his righteoufne/s, and his 
only for acceptance: fo thus maintain the life 
of faith that is begun. 

8, Let it be your care and ftudy to get others 
called effectually, as well as you: endeavour to 
call them out of darknefs by your fhining 
light; Let your ight /bine in darknefs: and par- 
ticularly, endeavour to open up the grounds of 
Jaith to them, that they may fee what ground 
they have, as well as you, to make particular 
application of Chrift to themfelves, and to em- 
brace him for their falvation. If you have 
been brought toa Me, Me; He loved mez, and 
gave himfelf for me; you will defire alfo, that 
others may partake with you, becaufe there 
is enough in him for them and you both, 

9. In a word, plead the promife of the Spirit for 
caufing you to walk in the ftatutes, and enabl- 
ing you to continue in the faith; and in this 
applicatory way of believing his love, thatfo 
his love may conftrain you to his fervice; and 
that the joy of the Lord may be your ftrength, 
while you ftand to it by faith, faying, He lov- 
ed ME, and gave him/elf for mk, 
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GosreEL-HUMILIATION, 


erounded on Faith’s View of 


Divine Pacification. 4 


° 


hee ky BL Viet ee 


That thou mayeft remember and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more, becaufe of thy /hame, 
when I am pacified towards thee for all that thou haft done, faith the Lord. 


great denunciations of judgments a- 
~~ gainft Ifrael, in the preceding part of 
the chapter, the Lord here, in the clofe, re- 
members mercy in, the midft of wrath, and 
ends all his fad and heavy words with a {weet 
neverthelefs, ver. 60.. And, indeed, mercy mutt 
begin on God’s fide: Neverthele/s, I will remem- 
ber my covenant with thee, in the days of thy youth, 
and I will eftablifh unto thee an everlafiing covenant. 
And what will be the eifect of this, we fee in 
ver. 61. Then /halt thou remember thy ways, and be 
afbamed. \t is worthy our obfervation, that 
when God fays, J will remember my covenant, then 
he adds, Thou /halt remember thy fins. Hence it 
is evident, that never a good thought, never 
a penitent thought would have come into our 
hearts, had not fome thoughts of peace and 
good-will come into God’s heart. 
remembers his covenant of mercy for us, fo 
as not to remember our fins againtft us, then 
we remember our fins, againft ourfelves, with 
dari 
_ And in the latter part of the verfe he adds, 
When thou fhalt receive thy fifters, thine elder and 


. A FEF TER great convictions of fin, and 


thy younger; that is, when the Gentile nations, 


fome of them greater than thou art, and fome 
leffer, both antient and modern, fhall be re- 
ceived into church-communion, and owned as 


When he 


members of the church of God; And Iwill give 
them to thee for daughters: they fhall be my gift 
unto thee as daughters; they fhall be nurfed 
up and educated by. that gofpel, that word of 
the Lord that fhall forth from Zion, from the Jews ; 
infomuch, that Jerufalem below may, in fome 
fenfe, be called the mother; and Ferufalem, which 
is above, which is free, fhall be acknowledged to 
be the mother of us all, Gal. iv. 26, They fhall 
be thy daughters, but not by thy covenant ; that is, 
thy covenant of duties, or which thou turnedtt to 
a covenant of works: not by that old covenant, 
which was violated; but by that covenant, 
which promifed to write the law i the heart, and 
to put the fear of God into the inward part. Now, 
when thou fhalt receive them, and when Jews: 
and Gentiles fhall be unite in Chrift, the cove-. 
nant-head, Thou /halt be a/hamed of thine own evil 
quays. Thou fhalt blufh to look a Gentile in 
the face, remembering how much worfe than 
the Gentiles thou waft in the day of thy apo- 
ftafy. — a | 
He farther fignifies his gracious purpofe, ver, 
62. Iwill eftablifh my covenant with thee. He had. 
before faid, J will efabli/h unto thee an everlafing 
covenant, ver. 60. This covenant is God’s co- 
venant: it is of his making with his Son Jefus 
Chrift; IZ bave made a covenant with my Chofen: and 


‘it is eftablifhed im him unto us, and therefore 


_ * "This fermon was preached before the Assocrave PResBYTERY, on Tuefday, Auguft 28. 1739, beinga Faft-day, appointed to 


‘ 


be obferved by them, in the parith of Kinrofs, It hath undergone three impreflions, 
x 7 
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may he faid to be eftablifhed with us. As if he 
had f{aid, As I will eftablifh it with him, unto 
thee; fo I will re-eftablith it im him, with thee. 
And then the effect of that re-ftablifhment of it, 
fhall be, Thou /halt know that I am the Lord; that 
Lam Jexovan, a God of power, and faithful 
to my promife. It had often been faid in wrath, 
You fhall know that Iam the Lord ; you fhall know 
it to your cof: but here it is faid in mercy, You 
fhallknow that Iam the Lord; you fhall know it 
to your comfort. And it is one of the moft 
precious promifes of the covenant, They /hall 
all know the Lord: by ajufifying knowledge ; 
as to be delivered from the guilt of fin, and 
from the puni/hment threatened in the law: by 
a fanctifying knowledge; fo as to be delivered 
from the rule of fin, and to be fitted for gofpel- 
fervice and obedience: by an evangelical know- 
ledge; a knowledge of God in Chrift, which 
is the beginning of eternal life; This is life eter- 
nal, to know thee, the only true God, and Fefus Chrift 
whom thou haft Jent: and likewife by a humbling 
knowledge; and here is the humbling effect 
of it defcribed in the words of the text, That 
thou mayeft remember and be confounded, and never 
open thy mouth any more, becaufe of thy /hame, when 
1 am pacified towards thee for all that thou haft done, 
faith the Lord God. 

Here you may obferve both the nature of true 
HUMILIATION, and the ground of it. 

1. The nature and properties of true humiliati- 
on, Thou fhalt remember and be confounded, and never 
open thy mouth any more, becaufe of thy /hame. 

2. The ground and /pring of it, When I am 
pacified towards thee, for all that thou haft done: 
when thou fhalt fo know the Lord, as to view 
him to be a reconciled God in Chrift. He had 
before faid, J will remember my covenant; and 
when he puts them in mind of the covenant, 
then they mind their fin and mifery, their evil 
ways, and are a/hamed. And here, when the 
covenant is further opened, the humiliation 
is further enlarged alfo. Why, the clearer e- 
vidence that perfons have of God's being re- 
conciled to them, the more grieved and afham- 
ed will they be for offending of him. 

I fhall farther explain the words, in dif- 
courfing upon the following doétrine. 


OssERV. True gof/pel-humiliation is rooted in the 
believing knowledge and view of divine reconcili- 
ation: or, then is a foul truly humbled when it 
apprehends God as truly pacified, and well-plea/- 
ed in Chrift Fefus. 


To this purpofe are thefe and the like words 
of {cripture, They /hall fear the Lord, and his 
goodne/s, m the latter days. Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand ; the kingdom of grace, reign- 
ing through the righteou{nefs of Jefus, declar- 
ing God to be pacified in him, it is at hand, it 
is proclaimed in your ears. Repent, and in or- 
der to this, beheve the gofpel; the gofpel of re- 
conciliation. Let the wicked forfake his ways, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return 
unto the Lord. Why? He will have mercy; he 
will abundantly pardon, 

_ The method we would lay down, for pro- 
fecuting this obfervation, as the Lord {hall be 
pleafed to affift, fhall be the following. 


I. We would fpeak a little of this bumiliation. 


Ml, Of this reconciliation; or, of God’s being 


pacified. © 
Ill. Of the connexion between them ; or, the 
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influence which the view and knowledge 
of God's being pacified hath upon this 
humiliation. : 

IV. Make fome application of the whole. 


I. We will touch a little at that humiliation 
here before us. And, O Sirs, fince we are here 
met about humilhation-work, let us look upon it 
as the fubject-matter of a divine promife, Thou 
Shalt know that Iam the Lord, that thou mayft re- 
member and be confounded. \f you had this view, 
then you would have the more hope of com- 
ing {peed, and meeting with fuccefs. This 
view may help you to know that you are not 
come to do fome great work of yourfelf, as if 
God were {till ftanding upon terms with you, 
according to the old covenant of works; but 
that you are come to get all the humbling and 
healing grace that you need, according to the 
tenor of the covenant of grace, which is a giv- 
mg covenant, &'c. 

But now I fhall mention four ingredients of 
this humiliation thatis here promifed, and that 
we are to look for, and pray for, to-be brought 
forth out of the womb of the promife, namely, 
rememberance, confufion, fhame, and filence. 

1. The firft ingredient is rememberance ; That 
thou mayi REMEMBER. The very firft begin- 
ning of true repentance is, God’s making a 
man thoughtful; J thought upon my ways, and 
turned my feet to thy teftimonies. Hence we are 
called to confider our ways. We forget God, and 
forget our fins againft him ; but whenever God 
begins the good work, he makes the man to 
remember and call to mind his fins: as the 
prodigal, when he came to himfelf, confidered 
matters. This rememberance, I think, includes 
iHumination and conviction. The firft part of the 
phytic that God gives, is the eye-/alve that they 
may fee; for, until their eyes be opened, they 
will not turn from darkne/s unto light, Acts xxvi. 
18. The firft creature that ever God made in 
the primitive creation, was ight; and the firt 
thing in the new creation, is /piritual hght. The 
finner, before repentance, is lke a man fleep- 
ing in a dark pit, in the midft of a great many 
vipers, and afps, and ferpents, and venomous 
beafts: while he lies in the dark pit, they nei- 
ther hurt him, nor is he afraid of them himfelf ; 
but whenever a ray of light comes in at a hole 
or window, prefently they fall upon him, and 
fting and torment him, and he fees himfelf to 
be furrounded with them. So here, before 
repentance, the finner fleeps in the darknefs of 
ignorance, atheifm, error, and unbelief; but 
whenever a beam of fpiritual light breaks in 
upon the mind and confcience, by an effectual 
conviction and illumination, then jm revives, 
and the finner finds himfelf encompaffed, as it 
were, with living ferpents, tainted and corrupt- 
ed with the poifon of afps, deftroyed and de- 
filed with all the trafh of hell in his heart. 

It is not a bare fpeculgtion, or notion of our 
finful ways, that is imported here. We many 
times, by a bare notion of our fins and mercies, 
write them, as it were, upon the waters: they 
are no fooner thought, or fpoke of, but they are 
forgot again; but it is a feeling rememberance, 
and.an abiding rememberance; fuch as that the 
pfalmift had, when he faid, My /in is ever before 
me: they haunt me like a ghoft. The ghoft of 
Uriah is ftill before me, might he fay; the 
thoughts of my murder andadultery never go 
out of my mind. Yea, it isa sprite 
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of fin, asagainit God; Azainft thee, thee only have 
Lfinned, and done this evil in thy fight, Pfal. 1. 4. 
- This is the rememberance here alfo fpoken of; 
Khou halt know that I am the Lord ; and fothou /halt 
remember thine evil ways and be confounded, and never 
open thy mouth any more, becaufe of thy fhame. It is 
a rememberance of fome fin or other, fo as to 
. bring in the rememberance of the reft, like that 
of the woman of Samaria, when Chritft told 
her of her /ewdne/s, fhe got, as in a map, a view 
of all that ever fhe did. Yea, it leads back to the 
fountain of fin in the nature; Behold, I was 
conceived im fin, and brought forth in iniquity, Pfal. 


2. Confufion is another ingredient of the hu- 
miliation here mentioned; That thou mayf re- 
member, and be CONFOUNDED. 
confufion may be thought to be the fame with 
the fhame afterwards mentioned; but, I think, 
they may be viewed as diftinct. There is a con- 
fifion of heart, and a confufion of face. The lait of 
thefe I take to be the fame with /bame ; but the 
former, namely, confujfion of heart, | think feems, 
efpecially here, to be intended; becaufe it is 
joined with heart-rememberance of fin: Thou 
Jpalt remember, and be confounded ; q. d. Thou fhalt 
have a heart-confounding rememberance of 
thy fin. And this confufion of heart, I think, 
takes in hearé-contrition, or fome degree of bro- 
kennefs ; heart-compunction, whereby the heart is 
pricked and pierced; eart-forrow and anguith, 
and moft of thefe ingredients of repentance 
and godly forrow mentioned, 2 Cor. vii: rr. 
For behold, this felf-fame thing that ye forrowed after 
a godly fort, what carefulne/s it wrought in you; yea, 
what clearing of yourfelves; yea, what indignation ; 
yea, what fear; yea, what vehement defire ; yea, 
what zeal; yea, what revenge, &c. Yea, it feems 
toimport the heart’s being ftruck with aftonifh- 
mentat itsown finfulnefs, and with amazement 
at its own madnefs; like a man plunged into 
the deep, his fenfes are inftantly confounded. 
- O when 'a man’s thoughts are, by a fpiritual 
rememberance, plunged into the depth of fin 
and wickednefs, that he fees into his heart and 
ways, how he is confounded, fo as he knows 
not what to think! His fins are beyond his 
underftanding; Who can underftand his errors? His 
very heart-fins do overflow his thoughts, and 
furpafs his knowledge; The heart is deceitful a- 
bove all things, and defperately wicked, who can know 
tt? Jer. xvil. 9. The man is fwallowed up in 
this great deep. Thou_/halt remember, and be con- 
Sounded. ek 
“3. The next ingredient is /bame, fuch as is 
mentioned here, and Ezra ix. 6. O myGod, Tam 
afbamed, and blufh to lift up my face unto thee ; for 
our miquities are increafed over our beads: Lord, our 
trefpafs is grown up unto the heavens. The poor 
penitent Publican is the reverfe of the proud 
Pharifee; he is afhamed to look upto heaven. 
Sin brings fhame one way. or another; but it 
is beft when it brings in a holy fhame before 
God. One may be afhamed of fin, as it brings 
him to open ignominy before men; but the 
truly humbled foul is afhamed of fin before 
God, and that on many accounts.—Sin makes 
him guilty. Adam never blufhed for fhame, 
until he was guilty of eating the forbidden 
fruit, and perceived himfelf naked. Sin makes 
him ungrateful; and fo he is afhamed that he 
hath requited evil for good: Do ye thus requite 
the Lord, O fooli/h and ununife? He is afhamed, 
becaufe fin makes him naked: he fees he is 
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naked, as Adam and Eve faw themfelves to be 
after they had eat the forbidden fruit. Sin di- 
vefts us of our garment of righteoufne/s and boline/; ; 
and hence the gofpel offers the righteoufite/s of 
Chrift, as white raiment, that the fhame of our nak- 
edne/s may not appear, Rev. ili. 18. The humbled 
foul fees itfelf naked, and therefore is afham- 
ed.—Sin makes him a deaf#; and therefore he 
is afhamed: So fooli/b was I, and ignorant, I was 
as a beaft before thee. The dog returning to his vo- 
mit, and the fwine to his wallowing in the mire, is 
not fo loathfome as the foul is to itfelf, when 
under a view of fin: Truth, Lord, I ama dog. — 
Sin makes him a /oo/; and therefore he is a- 
fhamed. He views himfelf as a fool anda 
madman, that hath been mad upon idols; and is 
not this ground of fhame?—Sin makes him a 
Jlave ; and that is matter of fhame. Alas! that 
I fhould have been a flave to Satan, and a cap- 
tive to divers lufts!— Yea, fin makes him a 
devil; and he fees himfelf to be an incarnate 
devil; and therefore bluthes that he fhould be 
reckoned even among the children of men, tet 
be the children of God; and how can he look 
up to God while he fees his nature to be not 
only earthly, but hellifb, not only /enfual, but de- 
vili/hy James iii. 15. He fees his fin to be not 
only greater than the fin of heathens, whone- 
ver had the gofpel, but greater than the fin of 
devils. ‘They never finned againft the blood 
of Chrift, as I have done. —In a word,.he is a- 
fhamed becaufe his fin brought /hame and di/- 
Srace to the eternal Son of God, the God of glory, 
who, as he endured the crofs, and de/pifed the fhame ; 
fo our fin brought him to it; yea, our conti- 
nued fin put him to open /hame, Heb. vi. 6. Ah! 
the fhame that the penitent rubs upon himfelf 
for fin!’“I read of Diodorus, a logician, that 
he fell down dead for fhame that he could not 
refolve an argument that was propounded: to 
him. Oh! if we were apprehenfive of the 
horridnefs of our fin, how might we blufh to 
death for fhame before God ! 

4: The next ingredient is filence; And never 
open thy mouth any more becaufe of thy /hame. This 
holy filence before God, imports a not opening 
the mouth in oppofition to God; not daring to 
quarrel: with his. difpenfations, but owning 
that God only hath aright to {peak againit us; 
and that he will be juftified when he fpeaks, and 


clear when be judgeth, Plal. li, 4.—It imports a 


not opening his mouth in complaint of him, or 
reflections on him, whatever be his difpenfations: 
Why fhould a living man complain? aman for the pu- 
nifbment of his iniquity? —\t imports a filent_/ub- 
miffion to the will ofGod, faying with the pfalmitt, 
L was dumb, I opened not my mouth, becaufe thou didft 
it, Pfal. xxxix. 2.—It imports a filent taking 
with the charge of fin and guilt, juftifying God 
and condemning: ourfelves ; That every mouth 
may be ftopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God, Rom. iit. 19. — It imports a conviction 
of former pride, inopening of the mouth againft 
God: a not opening it any more fays, that this 
was the former practice. Men naturally juftify 
and vindicate themfelves by covering them- 
felves with the fig-leaves of fome filly excufe. 
Hence errors in principle, are called but a free 
way of thinking; errors in practice, are deno- 
minated freedom of action; drunkennefs, is 
termed but good-fellowthip ; {wearing, declar- 
ed but a piece of bravery; whoredom, looked 
upon to be but a trick of youth; malice and 
revenge, ftiled but juft refentment: thus the 

.——— aes: mouth 
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mouth of the whole world is open againft God 
in the juftification of fin; but when once hu- 
miliation takes place, the mouth is fhut.—Fi- 
nally, it importsa conftant, habitual, felf-condemna- 
tion, and filent taking with fin all the days of 
our life; for fo the word runs, Thou _fhalt never, 
never open thy mouth any more. The humbled 
foul’s conftant principle and habitual practice 
is, never to open its mouth, but ftill to be filent 
before God. 

Il. The /econd thing propofed was, To {peak 
of that which is the /pring and ground of this 
humiliation; or, when it is that a finner is 
brought to it; namely, when God is pacified to- 
wards him for all be hath done; or, when he is at 
peace with him. Now, I fhall condefcend up- 


on fix properties of this peace which are alfo_ 


included in the text. 

1. Itis a well-grounded peace; peace upon the 
ground of an atonement; for fo the word pa- 
cified feems plainly toimport: Iam pacified and 
fully appeafed with the blood of the covenant 
that I have eftablifhed, unto thee in Chrift. I 
have found a ranfom; I have /et forth Chrift to 
be the propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteoufne/s for the remiffion of fins that are paft, 
through the forbearance of God. To declare, I fay, at 
this time his righteoufne/s: that he night be juft, and 
the jufifier of him which beheveth im Fefus, Rom. 
iu. 25, 26. He hath made peace through the blood 
of his crofs, Col. 1. 20. The Lordis well-pleafed for 
his righteoufne/s’ fake, who gave himfelf for us, an 
offering and a facrifice of a fweet-/melling favour unto 
God. Hence, 

2. It is a divine peace; [am pacified, faith the 
Lorp Gop. It is.a peace of God’s contrivance, 
a.peace of God’s revealing, a peace of God’s 
making ; it is a peace that God glories in: Jam 
pacified. O good news, to hear of a pacified God! 

3. It is a prefent peace; I am pacified; though 
I was offended, yet now / ampacyied. Iwas dif- 
pleafed by fin, but I am well-pleafed in Chrift. 
Lam pacified; tor the facrifice is offered. It is 
true, this was faidin our text before ever Chrift. 
died, and betore he appeared in our nature: 
but Chrift having engaged to do it, it was as 
good as done; and therefore he then faid, Zam 
pacified: and therefore much more may we be- 
lieve that now God is faying, J am pacified. 

4. It is a particular peace ; 1 am pacified towards 
THEE. Itis true, it is a general peace that is 
publifhed through Chrift, according tothe fong 
of the angels, Glory to God im the bigheft, on earth 
peace and good-will towards MEN; but particular- 
ly publifhed in Zion, even to all finners in Zion, 
and to every finner in particular who hears the 
gofpel: If you know the joyful found, you 
may know it is God, faying, J am pacified to- 
wards THEE; and I have given a commiffion 
to all my ambafladors to preach the gofpel of 
peace to THEE: Go preach the gofpel to every crea- 
ture, to every finner of mankind, declaring that 
1 am pacified towards Him. To you 1s the word of 
this falvation fent:. ‘To thee, man; to thee, wo- 
man; to every individual, whether young or 
old. Alas! what think you of your finning 
againft this God, who fays, Jam pacified towards 
thee? Will not this break your heart for your 
enmity, when he is exprefling fuch love to you, 
faying, J am pacified towards thee? 

5- Itis a wonderful and Jurprifing peace, with 
a non obftante ; NoTWITHSTANDING all that thou 
haft done; or, FoR all that thou paft done. Thou 
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haft fpoken and done evil things as thou couldf, Jer. 
il. 5. Thou mayft remember, but I am not to 
remember it: Thy fins and thine iniquities will I 
remember no more. God was in Chrift reconciling the 
world to himfelf, not imputing their trefpaffes to them; 
but imputing the righteoufnefs of Chrift unto 
them. I have got payment for all that thou 
haft done ; therefore, / am pacified towards thee, 
for all that thou haft done. Not one of thy fins, 
greater or lefs, but are anfwered for. The price 
of redemption is paid to the full. 

6. It is a proclaimed peace, a fpoken of and pub- 
lifbed peace; and who fpeaks it? It is faid, The 
Lord will sPEAK peace to is people: and here it 
is a peace and reconciliation {fpoken with a 
Thus faith the Lord God; When I am pacified towards 
thee, for all that thou bhaft done, sA1TH THE LoRD 
Gop. Thus sairH THE Lorp Gop to thee; 
For all that thou haft done, and NoTWITHSTAND- 
ING all that thou haft done, Iam pacified towards 
thee. Were is a fure footing and firm ground 
for thy faith; it is the word gone out of the 
mouth of the Lord; the God that cannot repent, 
that cannot revoke his word, and that cannever 
unfay what he hath faid: The word of the Lord 
endureth for ever; and upon this word thou mayft 
build thy faith, confidence, and hope. O fin- 
ner, it is the word of that JEHovan, who can 
give a being to what he fays; it is a word of 
pardon and peace for thee, guilty finner.. O! 
wilt thou accept of the free indemnity pro- 
claimed by the great God over the red crofs of 
the blood of .Chrift, and over the market-crofs 
of this everlafting gofpel? 


Ill. The third head was, To fhew the influence 
that this hath upon the former; or, the influ- 
ence that the view and knowledge of this peace 
and reconciliation, through Chrift, proclaimed to 
the finner, hath upon the fmner’s humiliation: for, 
the connexion between the two is evident from 
the particle wHEN, That thou mayft remember, and 
be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more, be- 
caufe of thy fhamé, wHEN Iam pacified; or, when 
thou fhalt fo far know the Lord, as in the verfe 
preceding, as to fee and apprehend that J am 
pacified towards thee, for all that thou haft. done. 
This is the main-{pring of true repentance and 
humiliation. Hence, in our Lefler Catechifm, 
repentance, Or returning from fin to God, with grief 
and hatred of fin, is {aid to proceed from a true. 
Jenfe of fin, and apprehenfion of the mercy of God im 
Chrift. Now, if thou artfenfible that thou art 
truly a finner, then, O liften to the news of 
mercy in God through Chrift;.and the apprehen- 
fon thereof will tend to humble thee: and here 
is merey proclaimed, J am pacified towards. thee. 

_ Now, the influence that the knowledge and view 
of God's being pacified in Chri hath upon gofpel- 
humiliation, may be opened in thefe tollowing 
particulars. an 

1. The gofpel-news of God’s being pacified 
in Chrift, 1s the vehicle of the Spirit of God ; 
Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by 
the hearing of faith? Gal. iii. 2. The gofpel is 
the muniftration of the Spirit. If by the hearing 
of the gofpel of peace and reconciliation the 
Spirit comes, then gofpel-humiliation mutt 
come that way; for he is the Spirit of grace and 
fupplication, repentance and humiliation. __ 
2. It is by the view of God’s being pacified 
that faith comes ; Faith comes by hearing, Rom. 
x. 17. Faith comes by hearing thefe good news ; 
and then it purifies the heart, and works by love, 


Who | 
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Who ever had faith, but by the revelation of 
the grace and mercy of God in Chrift? And, 
who ever had this faith of mercy, but was 
melted and humbled thereby? 

3. It is by this view of God’s being pacified 
that hope is begotten; Bleffed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Fefus Chrift, who, according to his abun- 
dant mercy, hath begotten us again to a lively hope, 
1 Pet. i. 3.3; the hope of life, the hope of glory: 
and then be who hath this hope, purifieth him/eif ; 
and the more of this purification, the more is 
the foul humbled and afhamed for fin. 

4. It is by the view of God’s being pacified 
in Chrift that 2/e comes into the foul: and hence 
the gofpel of peace is called the miniffration of 
Life, 2 Cor. iil. 7. in oppofition to the law that 
is the muniffration of death. Wence let a man 
preach the law as a covenant of life upon doing, 
promifing one heaven if he do fo and fo; or 
let him preach it as a covenant of death, for not 
doing, and fo threaten hell and damnation 
with all the art and rhetoric of the world; yet 
never fhall he be able to raife one foul toa 
hvely hope; or bring one foul from death to life 
by it. No; itis impoffible. It may preach them 
dead, but never alive. It is the news and view 
of God’s being pacified, that quickens the foul; 
and then it remembers, and is confounded and a- 
Shamed of its fins. 

5. It is the view of God’s being pacified, or 
the revelation of the grace of God in Chritt, 
that brings in liberty, true liberty ; Where the Spi- 
rit of the Lord is, there as liberty, 2 Cor, iii, 17. 
Every legalift is in chains and fetters; but fo 
much of the knowledge of peace with God, as 
any have, fo much liberty and freedom; free- 
dom from foul-fetters;. freedom. of heart to 
mourn for fin, and turn from. it :.O! does mer- 
cy vent to the like of me? Then the bonds are 
loofed, and the heart diffolved, 

6. The view of God’s being pacified begets 
love; for his love kindles ours, and fo kills the 
enmity, We love him, becaufe he firft loved us, 1 John 
iv. 19. The great God, manifefting his great 
love to the hard-hearted finner, makes his heart 
to break ; and fo the love of God in Chritt con- 
ftrains it, and makes it afhamed of its enmity, 
and confounded for its rebellion againft fuch 
bowels.of mercy. | 

7. The view of God’s being pacified brings 
in joy and health to the foul; and-then, the Joy 
of the Lord being our firength, we are able, with 
tears of joy, to fall down before the Lord our Maker : 
and having the confcience healed by the paci- 
fying blood of Chrift, then the foul is ready to 
fay, Oh! let me fin no more; let me never open 
my mouth any more againtft God. 

. 8. The view of God's. being pacified, or the 
revelation of the grace of God reigning through 
\ the righteoufnefs of Chrift, is the channel of the 
power of God; [am not a/hamed of the gofpel. of 
Chrift, for it 1s the power of God unto falvation ; for 


4 therein is revealed the righteoufne/s of God from faith 
- to faith, Rom. i. 16, 17. And this being the 


channel of divine power, it is this power of 
God that brings down the pride of the heart, 
and humbles the foul under the mighty hand of 
God, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. Thus God’s being pacified 
in Chrift hath a moral and.a phy/ical influence 
ypon humiliation: a moral and argumentative 
influence; Oh! fhallI not be afhamed and con- 
founded for my ingratitude againft fuch love 
and grace manifefted towards me? And alfo, 
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a phyfical, powerful, and operative influence; for 
thus the Lord draws the foul with cords of love, 
or melts down the hard and icy heart withthe 
fire of his infinite love. So much for this 
head, viz. the influence that a view of God’s 
being pacified, through Chrift, hath upon the 
finner’s humailiation. 


IV. The fourth thing propofed, was the appli- 
cation. Is it fo, as has been faid, that true gofpel- 
humiliation 1s rooted in the believing knowledge of di- 
vine reconciliation, hence fee, 

1.\What are the grounds of God’s controverfy, and 
of his being angry with the vifible church, and 
of his not being pacifedtowards them. Imen- 
tion thefe two from the text and context here. 

(1.) When that church or land does not énow 
that the Lord is God: when they are ignorant of 
him, and of his being Lord; Lord of all in 
general, and Lord of his church in a fpecial 
way: when heis not owned and acknowledged 
as Lord of the vineyard, but is denied in his 
Sovereignty and Supremacy over his church, 
and affronted in his Headfhip; hence it is f2id, 
My people are deftroyed for lack of knowledge. When 
Chritisaffronted openly in his fupremeDeity +, 
and in his fupreme Headfhip; this cannot but 
be’a great ground of controverfy. 

(2.) When that church or people do not be- 
heve in him, as a God pacified and reconciled in 
Chriff; donot take him up, as he is revealed in 
his word: believe not that he is pacified in Chrift, 
but go about to pacify him themfelves, and 
eftablifh a righteoufnefs of their own; contriv- 
ing fome other way of pacifying God than God 
hath revealed: thinking to pleafe God by their 
moral virtues and:legal performances; and fo 
going off from the gofpel. 

2. Hence fee what are the fruits and evidences 
of God's anger and controver/y with a church or 
land, and of his not being pacified; and, con- 
fequently, of their want of knowledge of the 
Lord as a pacified God in Chritt. 

(1.) When they are not brought to remembe- 
rance of their fn: for, when God is pacified, then 
they remember. Here is an evidence of God’s 
continued anger with achurch; when they do 
not-remember their fin; are not remembering 
their apoftafy; are not remembering that they 
and their fathers have finned, and will not 
remember the fame; will not be put in remem- 
berance; will not remember their covenant- 
breaking and perjury; will not remember the 
difhonours they have done toGod. When God 
remembers mercy toa people, then they re- 
member their fin. When he forgets their fins, 
then they remember them: But, when they 
forget their fins, God remembers them. 

(2.) When they are not brought to confufiom 
of beart tor their fins; when it is not a remem~ 


bering fo as to be confounded. If they barely. 


remember, without confufion, it is as good as 
no remembering: when they remember, and 
think nothing of their fin; when they remem- 
ber their fin, and yet do not remember againtt 
whom they have finned; nor remember the 
heinoufnefs of their fin, nor the aggravations 
thereof, nor the danger thereof, and the wrath 
their fins deferve, fo as to be touched to the heart, 
and affected before God, or confounded. 

(3.) When they are not brought to /hame or 
confufion of face, as well as confufion of heart: 
when, inftead of remembering their fin with 
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fhame, they fin without fhame, are not afham- the law worketh wrath. Never will a finner re- 
ed of their fin; but declare their fin as Sodom, and member his fins, and blufh or be afhamed, 
are bold in their finning; hardening their face until he underftand that God infifts not upon 
again{t fhame and bluthing. Whenpeopleare the doing covenant with him, or upon the 
become fhamelefs in their finning, fhamelefs threatening covenant, denouncing wrath from 
in their apoftafy, fhamelefs in their defection, Sinai: but, when God declares himfelf pacified, 
fhamelefs notwithftanding all their corrupti- and when the finner hears the doétrine of /ree 
ons; yea, fhamelefs in going on in their fin — remifion, pardon to guilty finners, and peace to 
notwithftanding all the convictions offered. rebel finners ; then will he remember his fins, 
(4.) When they are not brought to ji/ence, fo ‘and be afhamed: what! is there mercy, peace, 
as not toopen their mouth againft God, andin and pardon for me! Then the foul melts. 
their own vindication: when they open their 7. Hence fee what is the /eading fin of the day 
mouth, and fay, they are innocent, then the and generation wherein we live ; what is Scotland’s ‘ 
controverfy remains; Thou faye, Becaufe I am chief fin, and the root of all our fin and rebel- 
innocent, furely his anger fhall turn from me: behold, lion, namely, unbelief and rejecting of the gof- 
I will plead with thee, becaufe thou fayeft, I have not pel of peace; not believing this report, that God 
Jfinned, Jer. ii. 35.: when they ftand up in their is pacified in Chrif. “Nothing provokes him to 
own vindication with open mouth; inftead of wrath fo much as the flighting and defpifing 
opening their mouth in confefling of their fin, of his mercy. Why does not Scotland remem- 
and in juflifying of the Lord: when they will ber their fins?’ Why are they not afhamed of 
not openly and judicially confefs their fin: their fins? Why will they not confefs their fins é 
when they do not confefs freely, nor confefs with fhame and confufion of face? Why will ~~ 
fully, nor confefs nationally, or as a church, they not humble themfelves? Even becaufe 
that they have finned; but rather open their they do not believe in Chrift, or that God is 
mouth in juftifying themfelves, and condemn- pacified in Chrift. We have forgotten our God, 
ing thefe that aim and endeavour at confefling andour refting-place, do not know and believe 
or witnefling againft their fin. in him as a pacified God. Nothing kindles his : 
3. Is it fo, that a foul is then truly humbled, when anger fomuch as the flighting of his love. Why 
zt apprebends God as truly pacified, and well-pleafed im does he appear in arms againft us, but becaufe 
Chrift Fefus? Hence fee then, the mi/erable cafeof werefufethe peace which he proclaims? Why. is 
fecure fnners, that know not God in Chrift. he arming popith powers againft us*, and ap- 
They do not remember their fin againft God. pearing in fury, but becaufe we reject his fa- 
They fin without fhame; and they have their vour? He may juftly let us tafte the bitternefs of 
mouth open again{ft God, vindicating them- war, becaufe we diftafte the fweetnefs of peace; 
felves, and juftifying themfelves. They glory. the peace that he proclaims through Chritt. 
in their fhame; they fee not their finfulnefs. 8. Hence fee an evidence of true gofpel-humi- | 
4. Hence fee what is the caufe of fo little hu- lation. When is a perfon truly humbled for 
miliation. Becaufe there is fo little faith of the fin? Even when the mercy of God melts him, 
gofpel of peace: unbelief, in not knowing and when the love of God in Chrift fhames him 
remembering that God is a pacified God in for his enmity; when the view of God’s being 
Chrit, is the main caufe of it; therefore they at peace, makes him at war with himfelf; 
do not remember theirfin. Theydonotbelieve when, in view of God’s grace, he is confound- 
a that God is at peace with them; therefore they ed at his own ingratitude; when he begins to 
are at war with God. Perhaps they think and fear the Lord and his goodnefs; when he loves 
_ fancy that he is peace with them; but, if they much, becaufe much is forgiven him; when the 
had the faith, of it, itis impoffible they could grace of God, that appears to him, teaches him > 
be at peace with fin. to deny ungodline/s and worldly lufls; when the 
crn 5. Hence fee the matchle/ne/s of the grace and news of God’s being pacified toward him, for 
mercy of God, thathe fhould proclaim peace with all that he hath done, melts him more than 
he rebels, and declare himfelf pacified towards them, all the flames of Sinai could; when his mouth 
pra for all that they have done: and, that he fhould is ftopt from {peaking ill againft God, becaufe 
i. fend forth ambaffadors, to publith peace in his -God’s mouth is open in {peaking peace to him; 
# name, and commit to them the word of reconci- when the view of peace and pardon, and the 
 fiation, to pray you in his name to be reconciled fenfe of God’s kindnefs to him, confounds him 
to God, becaufe he hath made Chrift to be fm forhis unkindnefs toGod. ne 
for us, a facrifce for us, through which he is 9. Hence fee what is the proper work of a hu- 
pacified. F- miliation-day, namely, to remember your fin, and be 


6, Hence fee the neceffity of preaching the 
gofpel of peace: otherwife no true repentance, no 
gofpel-humiliation. People will never remem- 

ber their fins, and be afhamed for them, until 

_ they hear, and know, that God is pacified to- 

_ ward them, forall that they have done. Gofpel- 

¢ isa heart-humbling and heart-foften- 

_ but, fuch is the hardening nature 

rine, that, let a man preach life to 


afbamed. O that Scotland would remember 
their fin; that king and parliament would re- 
judica 


your 


riper age 
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ing, hearing, communicating: remember the 
fins of omiffion and commifiion you are guil- 
ty of: remember, and be confounded; remem- 
ber, and be afhamed, and be filent, and never 
open your mouth, becaufe of your fhame. 

to. Hence fee, how, and in what way, you 
may come to this right rememberance and due hu- 
miliation of your fins. Why, the great and lead- 
ing duty, in order tothis humiliation, isa look 
to a pacified God. If you would be brought to 
holy ihame and confufion of face for your fin; 
then, O know and believe that God is pacified 
toward thee for all that thou haft done; that 
there is mercy in God toward thee. 

Quest. How fhall I know that God is pacified 
toward me? For | thought rather to have heard 
that God was angry at me for my fin; fince he 
is angry with the wicked every day, and hath re- 
vealed his wrath againft finners. 

Answ. Yea, in the law his wrath is revealed; 
Curfed 1s every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them; and the 
law-threatening fhall be executed upon you, 
if gofpel-grace be not received: and, as you 
may know the wrath of God is what you are 

liable to; becaufe it is revealed in the Jaw; fo, 
you may know the mercy of God is what you 
may obtain, becaufe it is revealed in the go/pel; 
and it is to you that this mercy is given in the 
gofpel-difpenfation. To you the door of hope 
is open. God hath commanded us to go and 
preach the gofpel to every creature: and what is 
this gofpel of peace? Even that God is pacifi- 


_ ed in Chrift toward thee, for all that thou haft 


done. __ | 

Osject. But God hath no purpofe or defign of 
mercy toward ALL; and therefore, bow can I apply 
this gofpel-offer to nyfelf? 

Awnsw. God hath not made his /écret purpofe 
the rule of thy faith, but his word: and you 
may and fhall know his merciful purpofe, if 
once you take his word, and believe his word, 
faying, I am pacified toward thee, for all that thou 
haft done. 
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“ But, fay you, 1am a monffer of fin; I am 
an old finner, a hardened and ftout-hearted fin- 
ner.” Well, but hear his word, faying, in 
Chrift J am pacified toward thee, for all that thou 
haft done. Alas! but Ihave done evil as I could. 
Nay, but fays he, J am pacified toward thee, for 
all that thou haft done. 

Ozsjecr. “ Oh! but I have done difhonour 
“ to God; I have done effronts to Chritt ; I 
“ have done defpite to the Spirit; Ihave done 
“injury to my neighbour; and I have done 
“ many villanies that you know nothing of.” 
Well, but what of all that? Says God, Behold, 
f am pacifed in Chrift; and J am pacified toward 
thee for all that thou haft done, faith the Lord God. 
“ Alas! fay you, but I have done more wick- 
ednefs than ever any finner before me did ; 
and if you knew what I have done, you 
would neither think nor fay that there is 
peace in God’s mind toward me.” 
Answ. Why, little matter what I think or 
fay; but, O hear what God fays; he is faying, 
LT am pacified toward thee, for all that thou haft done: 
you cannot think it; but my thoughts are not 
your thoughts; for, as the heavens are higher 
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_ than the earth, fo are my thoughts higher than your 


thoughts. 

“ Why, Sir, fay you, if that be the cafe, that 
God is, in Chrift, pacified towards me, for all 
that I have done, and thought, and fpoken a- 
gainft him; this is fuch aftonifhing doétrine, 
and fuch aftonifhing grace in God, manifeft- 
ed toward me, that I am confounded at the 
thoughts of this marvellous grace; and Iam 
confounded at the thoughts of my woful wick- 
ednefs againft fuch a gracious God.” Are you 
fo? Confounded may you be, in God’s great 
name, and afhamed to the duft! This is the 
great thing that God would have you brought 
to, by making known his covenant of grace 
to you, even that you may remember and be confound- 
ed, andnever open your mouth any more, becaufe of 
your fhame; for, thus faith the Lord God, fam 
pacified toward thee, for all that thou haft done. 
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CHAMBERS Of SaFeTy in Zimes of Danger. * 


Teesasch to H XXVl. 20, 20. 
Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and fhut thy doors about thee: bide thyfelf, as it were, for @ 
Little moment, until the indignation be over-paft. For, behold, the Lord cometh out of his place to punifh the 
inbabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth alfo fall difclofe her blood, and /hall no more cover her flain. 


. AY friends, it is a very hard matter for 
M people to be made fenfible of their /in, 


~*—* and danger by reafon of fin, fo as to 
flock in to Chrift, before he come and appre- 


hend them in their fin by his judgments; and 


therefore, before he comes this way to us, he 
again and again requires us to come to him, 
and take fhieltey in himfelf as the only hiding- 
place. O what a mercy were it, if, when we 
hear of the Lord’s coming to judgment, we 
were fearing and fying from the wrath to come! 
At the voice of the Lord the birds will cry, the 


~ * This fermon was 
+ : f 


preached on a faft-day, at Evandale, September 19: 1739, It hath undergone three impreflions, 


beafts will roar, the hinds will calve, the ce- — 
dars will fhake, the mountains will tremble, 


‘Pfa.xxix.; but, behold,men and women,though 


endued with rational fouls, and hearing his 
threatening voice in his word, yet neither fear 
his voice, nor tremble at his word, nor flee 
from his wrath to his mercy, nor from their 
fin to the Saviour, to fave them from fin and 
wrath: the moft part will not hear on that fide 
of the head. The wicked defire to be let alone 
in their wickednefs, that they may live at peace 
therein; while yet there is no peace, faith my God, 
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to the wicked. We are all, by reafon of fin, un- 
der God’s anger, and yet know it not; and 
therefore are not feeking to go out of the way 
wherein God’s anger burns, nor to be friends 
with him: but here the merciful God is open- 
ing the door of mercy, and all the chamber- 
doors of the city of refuge, faying, Before the 
ftorm of wrath come on, turn in there. O 
may we hearken to his call! 

This text is a call upon the back of a fong 
in the former part of the chapter. After fing- 
ing, the church may prepare for fuffering. It 
is faid of the difciples, after their laft commu- 
nion with Chrift, When they had fung an hymn, they 
went out into the mount of Olives, the place of fuf- 
fering and trial. The fongs of the temple do 

not exclude fufferings; but may be preparato- 
ry for them. The laft part of the fong here 
was with reference to a /priritual refurrection, 
pointing out alfo the general refurreétion, ver. 19. 
Lhy dead men fhall hve, together with my dead body 

Joall they arife: awake and fing, ye that dwell in duft; 
Jor thy dew 1s as the dew of herbs, and the earth 
JSball caft out the dead. It feems to be a prophe- 
cy of the {piritual refurrection of finners, and 
particularly of the Gentiles, which was to take 
place upon the back of Chrift’s refurre¢tion. 
Logether with my dead body fhall they lve; they 
{hall be called after Chriit’s refurrection, and 
{hall rife with him, and fit with him in heavenly 
places: yea, as it is in the original here, where 
the words together with are but a fupplement, 
My dead body fhall they arife. They fhall become 
the myftical body of Chrift, and rife as part of 
him; and this will ufher in the laft glorious 

-refurrection of the fains, of whom Chrift is the 
fift fruits, 1 Cor. v. 20. 

Now, how:and by what means fhall this fpi- 
ritual refurrection be accomplifhed? Why, e- 
ven by the call of God, and the voice of Chritt 
in the everlafting gofpel, whereof here you 


‘have one in my text, Come, my people, enter thou 


into thy chambers, and fbut thy doors about thee: bide 
thyfelf, as it were, for a little moment, until the in- 
dignation be over-paft. : 

In which words you have thefe four things 
more generally. 


BE from fin to God, through Jefus Chrift. This. 


is the duty. | . 


Alle a 
they may feem, are but fho: 
when comp vith t] 

ror lem glige 
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covenant-relation, by fpecial adoption and par- 
ticipation of my Spirit, that know my will, 
and do it: for thefe feem here to be fet in op- 
pofition to the reft of the world, that are called. 
the inhabitants of the earth, in the next verfe. 

4. You have the kindly arguments and famlar 
way wherein this duty is preffed. The kindly 
way is, Come, my people. It is not, Go an thither, 
where lam not to be with you; but, Come m 


> here, where lam; come to me, come with me: 


and fo, while he propofes the duty, he propof- . 
es himfelf to be the Leader and Helper in the 
duty. It is not, Go yourfelf alone; but, Come ; 
come with me from Lebanon. : Smartt 
The argument and reafon is, there is a form 
coming ; ftay not without doors, left the ftorm 
be upon you: whry, Bebold, the Lord cometh out 
of bis place to punifh the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity: the earth alfo fhall difclofe her blood, 
and {hall no more cover her flain. Where alfo you 
may obferve four things. | x3 aes 
(1.) The certamty of the thing, it is with a 
Behold; BEHOLD, he cometh: it fhall certainly 
be; and you {hall fee God executing vengeance. 
It is certain, therefore behold it. So . 
(2.) The /olemnity of the thing; The Lorp 
cometh out of bis place, to punifp. It is fpoken af- — 
ter the manner of man, like one rifing in fury 
out of his place, to reach a ftroke to his ene-- 
my; as itis faid, Ifa. xxvill. 21. The Lord fhall 
rife up as im mount Perafim, he fhall be wroth as in 
the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his 


Strange work ; and bring to pa/s his act, his range — 


ad, Itis witha {pecial folemnity he threatens 
to punifh; Behold, the Lord cometh out of his place, 
to punifh. ; teen S 
(3.) The jufice of it: God comes to afflic& 
and plague them that are the inhabitans of the 
earth, but it fhall be in righteous and juft pu- 
nifhment of their iniquity; the cry of their 
fin brings God out of his place, to punifh them. 
Befides the everlafting punifhment which the 
wicked fhall undergo heareatter, there are in- 
ftances of remarkable punifhments of finful 
nations and churches, when their fin has come 
to a height. : % 
(4.) The necefity of it: The earth fhall difclofe 
her blood, and no more cover her flam: that is, the 
very earth cries for vengeance on the finners 
that live upon the earth; the earth fhall vomit ' 
up the blood that hath been unjuftly fhed, as 


the voice of Abel’s blood cried for the carth, Gen. 


‘The beaven fball re 
0 fhall rife up againft 
_ that feemed to have 


iv. 10,11. See Job xx. 27. 
veal his wmiquity, and the ea 
him. Thefe bloody fin 


_ been buried in oblivion, will be called to mind; 


and the earth itfelf, that feemed'to cover and 
hide them, will difcover and reveal them, and. 


witnefs againft the finner. Omitting 


doétrines, take this one; _ 


~ OBSERV. 
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chapter; Jn that day /hail this fong be fung in the 
land of Judah, We have a ftrong city, falvation will 
God appoint for walls and bulwarks. See, to this 
purpofe, Mal. iii. 16, 17. in evil times he will 
make up bis jewels, and fpare them as a man fpareth 
his fon that ferveth him. Read alfo, Amos ix. 8, 9. 
Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are upon the finful 
kingdom, and I will deftroy it from off the face of the 


earth ; faving that I will not utterly deftroy the bou/e « 


of Facob, faith the Lord. For lo, I will command, 
and I will fift the boufe of If/rael among all nations, like 
as corn 1s fifted in a fieve, yet fhall not the leaf grain 
fall upon the earth. It is faid, Matth. xxiv. 24. 
That fal/e Chrifts and falfe prophets fhall arife, and 
Jhall deceive, if it were PossIBLE, the very eledt: 
but it is not poffble they can be either deceived 
or deftroyed. | 

2. That God wills them to come into their chambers 
before the form of wrath come on, as here and elfe- 
where. See Zeph. i. 1, 2, 3. Gather yourfelves to- 
gether, yea, gather together, O nation not defired, be- 
fore the decree bring forth, before the day pafs as the 
chaff, before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon'you, 
before the day of the Lord’s anger come upon you. Seek 
ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, feek rightcou/nefs, 
Seek meekne/s ; it may be ye fhall be hid in the day of 
the Lord's anger. ‘Tothis purpofe you may read, 
Joel ii. 12, 13, 14. Therefore alfo now, faith the 
Lord, Turn ye even to me with all your heart, and 
with fafiing, and with weeping, and with mourning. 
And rent your heart and not your garments, and turn 
unto the Lord your God; for he is gracious and merci- 
Sul, flow to anger, and of great kindne/s, and repenteth 
him of the evil. Who knoweth if be will return and 
repent, and-leave a bleffing behind him, even a meat- 
offering, and a drink-offering unto the Lord your God? 
See fome promifes alfo to this purpofe; For in 
the time of trouble he fhall hide me in his pavilion; in 
the fecret of his tabernacle fhall he hide me; he fhall 
Jet me up upon a rock, Plalm xxvii. 5. Thou fhalt 
hide me in the fecret of thy prefence from the pride of 
man: thou fhalt keep them fecretly in a pavilion from 
the firife of tongues, Pfal. xxx. 20. See his name; 
The Lord alfo will be a refuge for the oppreffed, a re- 
Juge im times of trouble. And they that know thy name 
will put their truft im thee: for thou, Lord, haft not 
Sorfaken them that feek thee, Pfalm ix. 9, 10.: and 
alfo his peoples practice; J flee to thee to hide me, 
Pfalm cxliii. 9. 

The method we would obferve, for the far- 
ther profecution of this fubject, through divine 
affiftance, fhall be the following. 


I, Enquire when may the time be faid to be 
a threatening time, fo as a ftorm is evident- 
__. ly approaching? 
II. Why the Lord will take care of his peo- 
__. ple’s /afety and fecurity in fuch times? 
Ii]. What chambers he wills them to come in- 
to, in order to their fafety? 
__IV. Make application of the whole fubject. 


--I. When is it evident that a form of wrath is 
coming upon a land, and that the Lord is about 
to come out of his place to punifh the inhabi- 
_ tants of the earth? To this we reply, in the 
following particulars. Rai 
1. When all manner of fins abound, and thefe 
_ become national; fuch as thefe mentioned, Hof. 
iv. 1, 2,.3. There is no truth, nor mercy, nor know- 
ledge of God in the land: by fwearing, and lying, and 
killing, and flealing, and comnutting adultery, they 
break out, and blood toucheth blood. Therefore hall the 
land mourn, and every one therein fhall languifh, &c. 
Together with backfliding trom God’s cove- 
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nant, hypocrify, and lukewarmnefs; Ifa. x. 
5, 6. lvili. 1, —8, xxix. 13, 14. When people 
are lukewarm, God will /pue them out of his mouth, 
Rev. 111.16. Incorrigiblenefs, Deut. xxviii. 20. 
When they perfecute the fervants of God, 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. When univerfal fecurity 
prevails, as it did over the old world, Jer. v. 
11,12. Falling from their firft love, Rev. ii. 4, 5. 
Obftinacy in fin, Num. xiv. 41,—44. Oppreffi- 
onof the poor and fatherlefs, Exod. xxi. 22, 23, 
24. Covenant-breaking, Deut. xxix. 24, 25. 
Lothing of the heavenly manna, and defpifing 
the. gofpel, the word of God, Jer. xxvi. 4, 5, 6. 
Scoffing at religion and good men, Pfal. xxxvii. 
13,14. Jer. xvill.20,21. When error abounds, 
2 Theff. ii. 11, 12. Unbelief, the mother-fin, 
Pfalm Ixxviii. 20, 21, 22,33. cvi. 24. Pride, 
2 Chron. xxxii. 25,26. Corrupting the worfhip 
of God, 1 Kings xi.5,—9. Difobedience to the 
call of God upon whatever pretence, and fol- 
lowing falfe light, 1 Kings xiii. 17,26. 

2. It is evident that a ftorm of wrath is com- 
ing upon a land, when people’s fins are aggra- 
vated.. When they are the fins of Jerufalem, 
of a profefling people, then fix angels were fent 
to deftroy them, while only two are {ent to So- 
dom; as you fee, Ezek. ix. 2. Aud behold, fix men 
came from the way of the higher gate, which lieth 
toward the north, and every man a flaughtering wea- 
pon in his hand. —When fins are committed a- 
gainft much light, againft many checks of 
confcience, many beams of light, many means 
of grace, many calls of providence, many in- 
ftances of mercy and divine goodnefs ; and a- 
gaint the patience and forbearance of God, as 
you fee, Rom. il. 4, 5. 

3. When the patzence of God is not only abufed, 
but laughed at, and ridiculed by a profane age, 
that begin to fay, as it is faid, 2 Pet. iii. 4. 
Where is the promie of his coming? Where is the 
threatening of his coming to judgment’ Then 
is the Lord angry, and will let men know that 
he is not flack concerning his promife, as fome men 
count flackne/s, though he is Jong - fuffering to us- 
ward ; and that he is not flack concerning his 
threatening, but well render vengeance to bis ene- 
mies, Deut. xxxil. 41. | 

4. It is an evidence that the Lord is about to 
punith the inhabitants of the earth, when there 
are few or none to fland in the gap, and keep out 
the wrath that is coming in ; And [fought for a 
man among them, that fhould make up the hedge, and 
Jtand in the gap before me for the land, that I fhould 
not deftroy it; but I found none. Therefore bave I 
poured out mine indignation upon them, I have confum- 
ed them with the fire of my wrath: their own way 
have I recompenfed upon their heads, faith the Lord 
God, Ezek. xxii, 30, 31.. Then it is the time for 
the birds to fly into their nefts; the ftorm is 
approaching. — When good men are taken away, 
and there is a great {carcity of them; The righ 
teous perifheth, and no man layeth it to heart; and 
merciful men are taken away, none confidering that the 
righteous is taken away from the evil to come, Ma. 
lvii. 1. It is on this account the prophet Micah 
cries out, Wo is me! for the good man ts perifhed out 
of the earth, and there is none upright among men, 
Micah vii. 1, 2. In a word, fometimes the 
afpett of providence prophefies this to all that have 
eyes in their head.. 


- Il. We come now to {peak a little of the re- 
Jpect the Lord hath to the /afety and /écurity of his 
own people when a ftorm is coming. And 

he he hete 
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here we may confider, 1. The rea/ons why ; 2. 
The manner how he fecures them. 

if, He*will do fo, as appears from thefe 
reafons following, among others. 

1. Becaufe he loves them with a peculiar love. 
Hence the pfalmift, Pfal. cvi. 5. prays that the 
Lord would let him fee the good of his chofen, that, 
fays he, / may rejoice im the ‘eladnefs of thy nation, 
and that I may rejoice with thine inheritance. The 
love of God ‘is above all love; and it is a tender 
and a compaflionate love: He loves his: people, 


_and therefore can protect them in time of dan- . 


ger; As a father pitieth his children, fo the Lord pi- 
tieth them that love and fear him, Pfal. cil. 13. 
Though he wifit their imquities with rods, yet his 
loving-kinduefs «will he not utterly take from them, 
Pfalm Ixmxixs'g2. 

He will ike care of their fafety, becaufe 
of sie relation to them; he being their God, 
and they his people; he their King, and they 
his fubjects. He is indeed Lord and King of 
all the earth, but theirs in a fpecial fenfe. — 
He is their Shepherd, and they the fheep of his 
pafture; and, becaufe he is their Shepherd, 
they fhali not want protection or provifion in 
flraits.— He is their Father, and they his fons 
and daughters: »Will he not take care of his 
children? — He is their Husband ; and will he 
not take care of his fpoufe? No man bateth his 
own flesh, but nourifheth it, even as the Lord the 
pat ch, Eph. we29. 

The Lord will provide for the fecurity of 
ree people, becaufe of the conftant zaterceffion 
of Chritt for them in heaven; for he is their 
Advocate, appearing in the prefence of God for 
them. There are fome who have been given 
to Chrift by the Father, whom he will take care 
of and protect by his prayers; J pray not for the 
world, but for them thou haft given me, John xvii. 9. 
The prefervation ofthe remnant is owing to 
Chrift’s prayer and interceflion. See this clear 
from Zech. 1..12, 13. Then the angel of the Lord 
anfwered and fad, O Lord of hofts, how long wilt 
thou not have mercy on Ferufalem, and on the cities of 
Judah, againft whom thou haft had indignation thefe 
threefcore and ten years. And the Lord anfwered the 
angel, that talked with me, with good words, and 
comfortable words. 

4. The Lord will take care of his own, be- 
caufe of his promi ife engaged for their fecurity ; 
Pfal. xxvii. 5. For in the tume of trouble he fhall hide 
mein bis pavilion: im the fecret of his tabernacle fhall 
he hide me ; he {hall fet me up upon a rock. Ua. xxxiii. 
16. He fall dwell on high ; his place of defence fhall 
be the munition of rocks; bread /ball be given him, his 
water fhall be fure. Chap. XxXxil. 2. 4 man fhall be 
a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the 
tempeft. Mal, iii. 17. And they fhall be mine, faith 
the Lord of hofts, that day when I make up my jewels, 
and I will fpare them as a man fpareth bis own fon 
that ferveth him. ' He will {et a mark upon them, 
Ezek. ix. 4. Go through the midft of the city, through 
the midft of Jerufalem, and fet a mark upon the fore- 
heads of the:men that figh and cry forall the abomina- 
tions that be done in the midft thereof. 

2dly, How, and in what manner will he fecure 
_ them, when they feem as much expofed as the 
reft of the world?, Do not good men fall in 
common calamities as well as others? True, 
indeed ; fometimes it is fo:. but then it is, 

i For their compliance with the fins of the 
time, and not coming into their chambers, but 


Fe SSA EV TY Serm. LXXX VII. 
ftaying without doors, when the ftorm comes 
on. When they partake of the fins of the 
wicked, they partake of their plagues : when 
they are too much conform to the werld, they 
fufter with the world. Good men may be care- 
lefs in fanctifying the Lord, and making him 
their fear and dread; bit, when they do fo, then 
he is for ee (imap [fa..wilde. 8950942 

2. God fometimes fuffers his own to fall in 
the common calamity, becaufe there is another 
world, there is a ref? remaining for them, a better — 
happinels than this life. 

Yet, after all, there is a vaft difference betwixt 
the righteous falling 3 in the common calamity, 
and the wicked. 1. The godly man may fuffer 
affliction, and yet Anti the /fupport of divine grace, 
while the wicked know nothing of it. 2. The 
fufferings of the one purge him, the fufferings — 
of the other pozfon him. 3. They are for a cha- 
/iement to the one, but for a puni/bment to the 
other. 4. Yea, death itfelf to the one but kills 
his Jody, but to the other it is the deftruction of 
Joul and body both *. 

But, as to-the manner how God fecures his 
— in common danger. 

. He fometimes fecures them by death itfelf, 
sheik they may not fee the evil and further ca- 
lamity that is coming upon the earth. Thus 
itis {aid of Abijah, 1 Kings xiv. 13. He /hall die: 
Sor he only of Feroboam fhall come tothe grave ; becaufe 
in him there is found fome good thing towards the Lord 
God of Irael. None in Jeroboam’s family had 
any good thing in them but this child. Thus 
fee what is faid of good Jofiah, 2 Kings xxii. 
20. Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fa- 
thers, and thou fhalt be gathered into thy grave in 
peace, and thine eyes fhall not fee all the evil that I 
will bring upon this place. 

2, God fecures his people in the ftorm, by 

Jupportimg and comforting them in their trouble ; ; 
Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourfelves are comforted of God, 
2 Cor. i. 4..Who would not drink of that cup 
that is fweetened with the confolation of the 
Holy Ghoft, fometimes making them fay, This 
trouble is no trouble; this pain is no pain; 
this rack is like a bed of rofes, forthe fenfe of 
God’s love {wallows up all? 

3. In a word, he hath wonderful ways of 
fecuring them by his prefence and providence. 
Thus Paul was fecured by the merciful provi- 
dence of God, when forty perfons and perfe-. 
cutors had vowed his ruin, and that they /hould - 
neither eat nor drink till they had killed him. Both 
{cripture and ecclefiaftic hiftory are full of in- 
ftances of his merciful protecting providence. 
Infinite Wifdom hath many ways to fecure 
his own. | 


Ill. The ¢ird head propofed was, To then, 
what chambers he wills them to come into, that 
they may efcape the ftorm when a-coming, 

In general, when we {peak of chambers, it 
fuppotes a hou/e, where the chambers are. Now, 
as God himfelf, a God in Chrift, is the houfe, 
Pfalm xxxi. 2. Be thou my firoug rock, for an howfe 
of defence to fave me: and there are as many 
chambers in this houfe as there are attributes 
and perfections in God, to which we are called ~ 
to fly by faith: fo the church of God is called 
a houfe; the church invifible a /piritual honfes ; 


* The difference between the afliGtions Of the righteous and the wicked, is more copioufly handled, Vol. 1 erm, LY. pe 720,— 


7 ze ; and all the chaftifements of the Lord’s people fhewa to be copfittene with love, 
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Ye alfa, as lively flones, are built up a Spiritual boufe, 
1 Pet. ii. 5.5 a habitation of God through the Spirit, 
Eph, ii. 22. And here there are chambers that 
belong to the houfe, and to which all the 
houthold of faith will betake themfelves. 

More particularly, I fhall name four forts of 
chambers we are invited to come into, that are 
the chambers of the houfe of God, as belong- 
ing to every one that hath come into the houfe. 
Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers. 

1.. There are chambers of difindTion we are 
invited to come into, even to our own appart- 
ments, fo as not to be mixed with or conform 
tothe world; Come out from among them, and be ye 
Separate, 2 Cor.vi. 17.. Come out of Babylon ; 
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
her fins, and fo partake of her plagues, Rey. xviii. 4. 
How are we to come out of the world? It is by 
not partakmg with the world in their fins ; Be not 
ye therefore partakers with them, Eph. v. 7.; and 
- by being not conform tothe world; Be uot conform 
‘to this world, but: be ye transformed, Rom. xii. 2. 
And thus we are to come’ out of Babylon, or 
Out of the corrupt part of a church, by not par- 
taking with them, or being conform to them, but 
rather tefifying againft them in the name of Chritt. 
This isthe way how the faints in fcripture have 
overcome their enemies; They overcame by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their teftimony, 
Rev. xi. 11. This is the way we are to diftin- 
guifh ourfelves for the Lord, in threatening 
times, by coming into the chambers of diftinc- 
tion, or appartment of the houfe, that it may 
appear we are on the Lord’s fide. If God hath 
Jet the godly apart for himfelf, they ought to fet 
themfelves apart from this world. 

2. There are chambers of defence we are cal- 
led to come into, where we may be fafe in the 
worit of times. The name of God is a ftrong tower, 
a {trong chamber, a chamber of ftrength, Prov. 
XVill.. 10, into which we are to run for fhelter. 
they that know thy:name will put their truft in thee, 
Pfalm ix. 10.— Every perfection of God isa cham- 
ber; Truft ye in:the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
Fehovah is everlaping frength. \ Tiefe are the fe- 
crets of his tabernacle, Pfalm xxvii. 5. He that 
dwelleth in the fecret place of the moft High, fball a- 
bide under the /hadow of the Almighty. — Every office 
of Chrift is achamber; and he inyites us to 
come in to him, and reft fafely ; Come to me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
youre, Mat. xi. 28,—Every prom/e of the cove- 
nantisa chamber; and they are yery fure, firm, 
and durable rooms:and appartments, being al/ 
Yea and Amen in Chrift. The Word of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever and we are to‘come in there, 
by faith in his: word, and holy confidence in a 
promifing God..—By faith every believer 
finds a way to. thefe chambers, and there’he 
hides himfelf with pleafure, and triumphs, 
when he finds himfelf brought there; The King 
hath brought me into his chambers: we will be glad 
and rejaice im thee, Song i. 4.2.0 GL" 
_. 3. There are chambers of devotion that we 
- are called'to:come into; Enter thou into thy clofet, 
_ and hut thy door, and pray to thy Father which is in 
Jecret, and feeth in fecret, Mat. vi. 6. Recourfe 

to:thefe chambersof devotion, forfeeking God 
in ‘private and {ecret, as well as public, ‘is <al- 
ways our duty; efpecially in times of danger, 
and-of threatened wrath: therefore /eck righte- 
 gufiefs, feck mecknefs; it may be ye fball be bid im the 


‘this year. 
oti 
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day of the Lord's anger. And:thus we may hide 
ourfelves in the evil day, when,we put ourfelves 
in God’s hand to hide us; J flee to thee tobide me, 
Pfalm cxliii. 9. And their Aearts /hall live that 
Jeck him. All that call upon him in truth 
thall be fafe, and fhall be hid, either under 
heaven, orin heaven: The prudent man forefees the 
evil, and hides himfelf. O come into the chambers 
of devotion. 

4. There are chambers of aé?ion and bu/ine/s 
that we are called to come into. God’s houfe 
is not only a -houfe of prayer, but a work-houfe, 
wherein we are to do fomething for God in 
our day and generation; Why fiand ye here all 
the day idle? Mat. xx. 6. And:chap. xxi. 28. Go 
work to-day in my vineyard. God calls his people, 
not only to cry and pray to him, but alfo to 
action and diligence. When Ifrael were in 
great danger at the fide of the Red-fea, and 
their enemies behind purfuing them, God fays 
to Mofes, Wherefore crief? thou unto me? Speak to 
the people that they go forward, Exod. xiv. 15. We 
are not only to cry but to go forward in eur 
work and fervice, in our feveral places and 
ftations, as magiftrates, minifters, or people, 
in all the duties incumbent upon us, when 
judgments are threatened. 


IV. The fourth and laft head propofed was, 
To make application. Is it fo, That in /baking 
times, when wrath is threatened upon a finful people, 
Juch is the care that God. hath for the fafety and fecu- 
rity of bis own, that he wills them to come into their 
chambers, and not fray without doors, to be expofed 
tothe violence of the form that is a-coming ? Then 
hence fee, . 

1, What good reafon there is to apprehend 
that a florm: of wrath is a-coming, and that the 
Lord is about to punifh the inhabitants of Bri- 
tain and Ireland for their iniquity.. Scotland, 
England, and Ireland are guilty of breaking a 
Solemn League and Covenant they made with 
God for Reformation. And our bloody fins cry 
from the earth for vengeance to come: down 
from heaven: our perjury cries for vengeance; 
the fins of civil and ecclefiaftic courts, the fins 
of princes, paftors, and people, cry for venge- 
ance; our bloodfhed cries for vengeance; our 
unbelief and defpifing of Chrift cry for venge- 
ance;.our long contempt of the means ofigrace 
cries for vengeance ; our defection and.apofta- 
fycry for vengeance; all the catalogue of fins, 
formerly mentioned, cry for vengeance.) Be- 
fore Jerufalem was deftroyed, .a.terrible fword 
hang oyer the temple. . My friends, thefword 
of the»Lord hangs over.us«in: thefe: lands. 
Though there want not figns.in the very hea-_ 
vens and earth: portending fadudays, yet we 
need no other figns than what the word of God 
declares'to us, that national fins muft be :pu- 
nifhed»with national defolation.s Many fpecial 
judgments are we under already ;-and the glory 
of the Lord is far removed from the fanctuary, 
and.'the flaughter+weapons: are ready: even 
though France and Spain *-were not fo ready 
lastheyfeem to be, yet God, who-hath many 


.arrows in his quiver, is ready, faying, Joel ii. 


13,14. Put ye an the fickle, for the harveftis ripe ; 
come, get'ye down,. for the prefsis full, the fats over- 
flow, for their wickedne/s 1s great. Multitudesy mul- 
titudes in the valley of decifion; for the day.of the 
Lord. is near in\the valley of decifion. vii Sines 


* It-was obferved in the preceding Sermon, -p, 86.. chat Spain and France were arming-againft Britain; apd that war was proclaimed 


2. Hence 
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2. Hence fee whé they are that alone fhall 
be /afe and happy in the day of public calami- 
ties and common deftruction, namely, the 
Lord's people, who fhelter themfelves in the 
chambers of fafety and protection which God 
calls them to come into: his poor humbled 
people, who figh and mourn for all the abo- 
munations done in the midtft of Jerufalem. 

But, leaving all other ufes and inferences, 
I come to offer the exhortation in the-text; Come, 
my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and [hut thy 
doors about thee; hide thyfelf, asit were, for a httle 
moment, until the indigation be overpaft. Come, as 
Noah into the ark, and fhut the doors about 
you, when God threatens a flood. Mrael mutt 
keep within doors when the deftroying angel 
is laying the firft-born of Egypt, elfe the blood 
upon the door-pofts will not fecure them: {fo 
mutt Rahab and her family when Jericho was 
deitroyed. 

I hall offer a few directions, and then lay 
down fome confiderations out of the text. 

17, We are to tender fome directions to you. 
Weill then, Sirs, O be perfuaded to come in, 

1. To your chambers of di/finétion, and fide 
yourfelves for God. If Baal be God, then follow 
him; but, if the Lord be God, then follow him. 

2. Come into your chambers of defence. There 
is no other name given under heaven, whereby to be 
faved, but the name of the Lord Fefus Chri. The 
name of the Lord is a firong tower, to which. the 
righteous run and are fafe. 

3. Come into your chambers of devotion; 
and, O pray, pray, pray. Let your carnal, 
fornial, twice-a-day prayers be turned into 
David’s feven times a day: let your hypocriti- 
cal howling be turned into praying; and your 
praying be turned into wreftling and violence; 
The kingdom of heaven fuffers violence, and the vi0- 
lent take it by force. 

4. Come into your chambers of action, work, 
and du/ine/s, in your feveral ftations: 

(1.) As MacistTraTEs, by their authority, 
whether fupreme or fubordinate. See how the 
king of Nineveh: behaved when judgments 
were threatened, Jonah i. 6,7,.9. For word 
come to the king of Nineveh, and he arofe from his 
throne, and he laid his robe from him, and covered 
himfelf with fackcloth, and fat in afbes: and caufed 
at tobe proclaimed and. publifhed thorough Nineveh, 
by the:decree of the king and: his nobles, faying, Let 
neither man nor beaft, herd nor flock, tafte any thing ; 
let them not feed nor drink water: who can tell if 
‘God will turn and repent, and turn away from his 
fierce anger, that we perifh not? So did Jehofha- 
phat, 2 Chron. xx. 3. And Fehofhaphat feared, and 
fet himfelf to feek the Lord, and proclaimed a faft. Ma- 
giftrates:fhould folemnly execute judgment and 
juftice, Jer. V. 1. xxi. 2.3 yea, they fhould fo- 
lemnly reform: themfelves, and ftudy the re- 
formation of the land and places of their con- 
cern: fo did Afa, Jofiah, and Jehofhaphat. 

(2.) MinisTeERs are to do their duty: partly 
by preaching boldly againft all manner of fin, for 
the-convincing and humbling of finners ; Cry 
aloud, fpare not, lift up'thy voice like a trumpet, and 

shew my people their tranfgreffions, and the houfe of 
Jacob ther fins, Ufa.lviii. 1.: partly by praying and 
mmterceeding in behalf of the Lord’s people; Ye 
that make mention of the Lord, keep not filence, and 
give him.no ref till he-eftablifh and make Ferufalem a 
praye im the earth, Wa. \xii. 6,7. Let the priefts, the 
_mimflers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the 
altar, and let them fay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
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give not thine inheritance to reproach, Joel 1. 17.: 
and partly by ufing that authority God has giv- 
en them for the edzfication of the body of Chrift. 
(3.) Peopxe are to dotheirduty, by bumbling 
themfelves for all their own fins, and the fins 
of the land, fprinkling’themfelves by faith in 
the blood of the Lamb, Exod. xii. 13.3 Ceafing to 
do evil, and learning to do good; and fighing and 


erying for all the abominations done in Ferufalem, that 


a mark may be fet upon them. é 

We fhall now offer the following directions 
to all in general. 

1. O! agree with thine adverfary while thou art 
yet inthe way. If God be your enemy, wo will 
be to you when you are in the midit of the 
ftorm, and have no friend’s houfe nor cham- 
ber to go into. Ofeek to have peace made up 
with God, by the mediation of your friend 
Jefus Chrift, who is the friend of finners. 

2. See that thy faith and repentance be evangelt- 
cal. In fummer, a houfe with many holes and 
chinks may ferve a man's turn to dwell in; 
but, in time of winter, men defire a houfe that 
is tenable, and will keep out the violence of 
the cold: fo, in the days of peace, any fort of 
faith ferves the turn with many ; but, in time 
of danger, diftrefs, or affliction, faving faith 
will only ftand in ftead. 

3. Endeavour to get frength of judgment, and 
JSoundne/s in the faith of gofpel-truths, that in time 
of trial you may be able to give a reafon of © 
your faith; and that might be an antidote, if 
popery were coming in, againft your kneeling 
to the mafs. Poor ignorant creatures have no 
antidote againft any error in the world. 

4. Seek not only to have a frrong head, but a 
courageous heart, to ftand the trial. Your caufe 
is good, if it be the truth ; your matter is great, 
if he be Chrift. The captain hath gone before 
you. 

5. Wean thyfelf from all things in the world, 
looking upon thy hufband, thy child, thy goods 
and honour, as created things that muft aways 
and fet your eyes upon what is permanent: 
and. be: ready to exprefs the love you think 
you have to Chrift, and to exprefs it even in 
the moft perillous times. . ; 

6. Beware of the fins of the times, and bewail 
them ; and feek to be affected with all the dif- 
honours done to God’s name, both in former 
and prefent times; that, being purged from 
the fins of the times, you may be preferved 
from the judgments of the times. Live a life 
of dependence upon Jefus: keep within your 
chambers: go not abroad to the world, left the 
ftorm be upon you before you be houfed again. 

adly, We fhall next lay down fome confidera- 
tions, drawn out of the text. 

Confid: 1.:* That there are fome, who, ina 
“ peculiar manner, are the people of God. My 
* propLe, fays God here, in contradiftinétion 
“ from the: zbabitants of the earth, in the fol- 
“ lowing verfe.” And, indeed, when God is 
about to bring judgments upon the wicked, 
he would have his people out from amongft 
them. They will not hearken to his voice; but 
come you, who.are my people. But probably 
you may afk, Who-are his peculiar people? Why, 
his people are called the /heep of bis pafure. But, 
it may be ftill enquired, Who are the /heep of his 
paiure? They are defcribed.to be fuch who 
know and follow him; My /heep hear my voice, » 
and follow me, fays Chrift, John x. 27. They 
are always bleating, foto fpeak, after him, 

. and 
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and crying to him, faying, Lord, let me fee thy 
face. ‘They are not content with any thing in 
the world till they get a fight.of him. They 
hear his voice, and regard it. But when Chriit 
{peaks to others; for example, to the drunkard, 
faying, Will you come to me, and quite your 
drunkennefs? No; he will not hear on this 
. fide of the head. If he fay to the whoremonger, 
Will you come to me, and quit your whore- 
dom? No; he rejects the propofal; he does 
not regard his voice; he goes on in his lutts. 
Such cannot be his fheep, connot furely be his 
people. But when Chrift {peaks to his own 
fheep, and requires them to quit their lufts, 
and come to him; their anfwer is, “ Lord, I 


“ cannot get it done; though it be long fince 
“ nearer my purpofe than I was many years 
“ago; but, Lord, do it for me: Lord, make 
“ me come to thee; and, O make me quit all 
“ my luits and idols.” This argues they are 
his people, and evidence they are his fheep. 
They aim at obeying his voice, in his name 
and ftrength: and the day comes wherein he 
willfavethemcompletely, | 

ge Lined. 2. “ That his people are a /afe people: 
“ they have chambers. that belong to them, 


Nee} a pe f * . Y 
* for their fafety in days of trouble; Come thou 
“ anto, thy chambers.”.. Befides the protection of 


their God, his name and arms, where they are, 
as in acaitle, fafe and fure indeed; for, as the 
mountains are about Ferufalem, fo. the Lord is round a- 
bout his people; they have inward peace; and 
the teftimony of a good confcience, which isa 
heartfomechamber, like a dry houfe ina rainy 
day: And the peace of God, that pafleth all under- 
ftanding, fhall-keep. your hearts and nunds through. 


Chrift Fefus, Phil: iv. 7.: even keep, thent'as in 


a garrifon, as the original word fignifigs. 

_ Confid. 3. “ That their fafety from the ftorm, 

“ lies in keeping within their chambers,and keep- 

“ ing their chamber-doors: /hut.”. Whenever 
they go out of their chambers, they are expof- 
ed; for, in that, cafe, when God ftrikes the 
wicked, they fhall not be {pared any more than 

_ the reft. They muft not only enter into their 

_ chambers, but abide within doors; and not only 


fo, but /hut the doors, left the purfuer; the devil, 


. yo AN 


come into them: they are to bar him out, as it 
were. This points out the neceflity, not only 
of having faith, but of living by faith, andliving 
a life of clofs dependence upon a God in Chritft. 
_ _ Confid. 4. “ That the troubles and trials of 
** the church and children of God are but for 
“a fhort time, but for a moment ; yea, as it were, 
“ Dut a little moment, and the indignation hall o- 


ae « ; ys: the indignation of man againft them, 
ie e indignation of God; his fatherly an- 


nd the effects thereof: and then you 
ll be fet at liberty.” The longeft period 
ere is but amoment, when compared 
And what the worfe will 
ered longer, than. they who 
orter ? he that hath fuf- 
than he that hath fuffered 

1e gold glances the finer, 
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“ Lbegan to do it, yet I think Iam never the 
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pleafure, let them not look for another heaven 
hereafter; for it will be told them, they have 
got their heaven here on earth; Thou enjoyed 
thy good things. But happy they who:bear afilic- 
tions dutifully! It is good réafon you be ufed 
as your matter was before you, yet your af- 
fiction will not laft long: though you get ma- 
ny a ftormy day, yet a fair one is comin g, that 
will make you think little of all you fuffered. 
When once you come to the upper chambers 
of God’s houfe, it will be no grief of heart to 
you in heaven, that you fuffered fo lon g upon 
earth; it will appear but a moment when the 
indignation is overpaft. 

Confid. 5. “ That the fear of the Lord’s com- 
ing to punifh the earth, the world, for their 
iniquity, is a good motive even to God’s peo- 


iT4 


felves. Do it, fays the text; For, behold, the 
Lord cometh out of his place.” Becaufe, if they 
fly not out of the way, they may get a part of 
the fhower and ftorm. When the Lord rained 
down the great hailftones upon the Egyptians, 
all that were out of their houfes were deftroy- 
ed; and they that left their beafts in the field 
went not thither to bring them off, all was de- 
ftroyed: fo, if you be out of your chambers, 
God will not {pare you; therefore this fhould 
be a motive to fly. The fear of that hell that 
is coming upon the wicked, both in this life 
and the life to come, will be a motive to his 
people, who, though they be fecured from 
hell, and ought not to have the flavith fear of 
that,yet.are to fear that God who can deftroy 
bath foul and body. 

Confid. 6.$That it isa terrible thing when God 
comes out of his place to punifh men: Be- 
hold the Lord cometh out of his place.” It is ob- 

erved by one, “ ThatGod’s place is the mercy- 
feat; there he delights to fit and dwell between 
the cherubims, and there he is all mercy: but, 
when he comes out of his place, and, as it 
were, leaves the mercy-feat, and betakes him- 
felf to the judgment-feat, there he appears as 
an abfolute God, aterrible God; there he takes 
no pleafure to be; As Thve, Ihave no pleafure in 
the death of the wicked, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. But, 


it3 


when he is provoked thus to come out of his 


place, then he is all wrath, and nothing but 
a confummng fire.” And, alas! what a terrible 
thing is it, to fee God out of his place, punith- 
ing and deftroying finners, raining the firft 
drops of hell upon them here, to prefage the 
everlafting ftorm of wrath that is to blow upon 
them! Confider, O finner, what cafe thou 
wilt be in, when caf into the lake which burns 
with fire and brimftone! It is a bottomlefs pit; 
and, when thou art caft into it, thou wilt be 
conftantly falling down, and never find a bot- 
tom; and always the farther thou goeft down, 
the more hot, and the more unable wilt thou 
be to endure it. And, as long as God lives, 


thou art to live in that cafe, who live and die 


out of Chrift. Alas! it is a 


ut oF C ful thing to fall 
into the b 


4 


ple to fly in to their chambers, and hide them- 


> behold him — 
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not where he is, but where he loves, and where 
his heartis. Thefe are properly the inhabitants 
of the earth, whofe hearts inhabit and dwell fixed- 
ly upon the earth;, and fo they only efcape that 
have their hearts in heaven, their conver/ation in 
heaven, their burgefsfhip in heaven, Philip. iii. 
20.; where thefe who have their converfation 
and burgefsfhip in heaven, are fet in oppofition 
to thefe who mind earthly things, and whofe end is 
deftruction. They then who thall efcape the pu- 
nifhment here threatened, are not burgefles in 
this world; their heart is not here below. But 
they who have their heart fet upon earth, they 
will perifh together with the perifhing things 
their heart is fet upon: they never defire to have 
their hearts elfewhere than upon the world; 
nor are they uneafy becaufe they want heaven- 
ly hearts. I fuppofe this may bea trying thing 
to moft part here. Perhaps, when you fend 
your heart once to heaven, you fend it twenty 
times to the world; if you fend your heart hea- 
venward on the Sabbath-day, it may be you 
{carce do fotillSabbath come again: and there- 
fore, Imightily fear you be of the zmhaditants of 
the earth here {poken of, that are to be punifhed. 
A child of God may have much of a worldly 
heart, but then it is a burden to him, and a 
fore trouble; a difeafe he feeks unto Jefus for 
healing of. However, thofe inhabitants of 
the earth here fpoken of, are oppofed to the 
people of God fpoken of in the former verte; 
come, my people. 


ok oe healt —. 
° é . 
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xxiv. 27. Behold, this ftone fhall be a witne/s unto 
us ; for it hath beard all the words of the Lord which 
he Joake unto us: it fhall be for a witne/s to you, left 
ye deny your God. So it may be faid, the earth 
hath feen and heard all the wickednefs done 
upon it; and by the recognition of confcience 
it fhall witnefs and teftify againft the finner. 
As the Lord, the omnifcient God, will reveal 


the whole matter, even the faults that men. 


thought were quite out of mind, their twenty, 
thirty, forty, or fifty-years-old wickednefs laid. 
as fair and frefh before them as it was the 
hour wherein it was committed: fo the earth 
fhall bear witnefs and difclofe all the fins that 
feemed to be buried in it; for, with the refur- 
rection of the bodies of the wicked, there will 
be a refurrection of fins. 
earth will vomit up what it fwallowed down, 
and behoved to bear fo long in its breaft. God, 
will tell you the place where you committed 
your whoredom. The wall and timber of the 
houfe will bear witnefs againft you. Take heed, 
drunkard, the day will come when God will 
make the table you fit at ftand up, as it were, 
in your view, and bear witnefs againft you. 
Take heed, adulterer, God will make the bed to 
rife and witnefs againft you. None but they 
that have a good Advocate and a good confci- 
ence fhall efcape. The earth will difclofe the 
blood that hath been fhed in Scotland; the 
bloody fhambles will rife and witnefs againft 


the perfecutors. The earth hall no more cover her 


Confid. 8. “ That God hath juft caufe to pumifh flain, when the Lord comes out of his place. 


* when he arifes out of his place todo fo. He 
“ comes to punifh the inhabitants of the earth 
“ for their imiquity.” Wherefore is it? For their 
iniquity. He willnot punifh without juft caufe; 
Shall not the Fudge of all the earth do right? He 
will declare their faults to them, and let them 
fee it is for iniquity; that itis for their iniqui- 
ty, their own wickednefs ; Thine own wickedne/s 
fball correct thee, and thy backfhdings fhall reprove 
thee, Jer. ii. 19. Obferve then, that God’s yudg- 
- ments are juft, and finners fhall be obliged to 
confefs it ; and none fhall be able to fay at the 
day of judgment, I have got wrong, I have 
got injuftice: for that court is not like the 
courts among us, whether civil or ecclefiaftic, 
from which fome will come, faying, I have 
got a fhameful wrong done me this day. But 
none fhall have that to fay here. As there is 
no appeal trom God’s court, fo none fhall have 
caufe of complaint that injuftice hath been done 
to them; nay, rather fhall they have it to fay, 
Ah! it was highly equitable, and a righteous 
fentence upon me; for how often have I been ' 
warned of this doleftul day by the minifters of 
Chrift, and told of all that is now come upon 
me; but I thought nothing of it, and delayed 
_and fhifted the grand concern! Their confcience 
fhall condemn them ; Every mouth /ball be flopped, 
and all the inhabitants of the world become guilty be- 
fore God, and be forced to fubfcribe to the equity 


es for their iniquity. ” 
‘ That heaven and earth will join to- 


r the EARTH fhall difelofe he 
b r he i 


‘ir doom, and the juftice of the fentence. | 


Confid. 10. “ That the time of the Lord’s com- 
ing to judgment is not here /pecified ; not only 
to thew that we know not how near- hand 
the avenging ftroak is, but alfo to fhow that 
the Lord is not yet away out of his place; he 
is not yet rifen up in his wrath, but as yet 
upon his mercy-feat.” His judgments may 
be very near indeed; for much barrennefs is 
amonegft us: and he fays, Behold, the ax is laid 
to the roat of the tree. And there are few watry 
eyes for fin among us; few fighers and mourn- 
ers, that have the mark of prefervation when 
the deftroying angel comes about. ~ 


66 


In a manner, the ~ 
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a Prophet, is an open door of hope for ignorant 
finners ; O come in here, and be taught. Chritt, 
as a Prief, is an open door of hope for guilty 
finners ; O come in here, and get remiffion of 
fin in his blood. Chrift, as a King, is an open 


door of hope to captivefinners, under the power | 


and flavery of fin and Satan; O let fuch come 

in here, and fhare of thevictory of Chrift, who 

came in the flefh to deffroy the works of the devil, 

and who comes in the Spirit by a preached gof- 

pel for the fame end. O come in to him by 

_ faith and believing in him: and, if youcannot 

come, pray, pray that he may draw you in; for 

he ftands ready to take you by the hand: he 

fays not, Go in without me; but, come in and 
take my help. | how 

_ (2.) You who are within, and who have en- 

_tered into thefe chambers, let me tell you for 

your comfort, that as you are in a place of 

fafety, where you do well to ftay and abide by 

_ faith; fo yet a little while, and the indignation 

will be overpaft, and all calamity will be over 

your head; yet a little while, and death itfelf 

will bea door of hope to you, foas you may fing 

there, and fay, Farewel death, and welcome life: 

Death fhall be fwallowed up in victory. Farewel 

_ faith and hope, and welcome vifion and frui- 

_ tion. Farewel fighting and war, and welcome 

. -wiétory, victory forevermore. Farewel fin and 

_ ficknefs,and welcome perfect holinefs and per- 

fect health; for, the inhabitant of that land /hall 

not fay, Lam fick. Farewel vain world and ill 

_ neighbours, and welcome the innumerable 
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company of angels. Farewel trouble, and wel- 
come reft, the re that remains for the people of God. 
Farewel crofs, and welcome the crown; the 
crown of righteoufnefs, the crown of joy, the 
crown of glory. Farewel fighing and fobbing, 
and welcome the /ong of Mo/es and of the Lamb, e= 
verlafting praifes and hallelujahs. Farewel jars 
and contentions, and welcome peace, pleafure, 
and love. Farewel church militant, and falfe 
brethren, welcome church triumphant, the 
Seneral affembly and church of the firft-born that are 
written im heaven, Farewel {weet promifes, and 
welcome fulland glorious performance; Not one 
&00d thing hath failed of all that he promifed. Fare- 
wel partial enjoyments, f{canty, fleeting, and 
little taftes; welcome full meal, and the table 
that fhall never bedrawn. Farewel wants, and 
welcomefulnefs. Fareweldarknefs,and doubts, 
and fears, and dangers; welcome light, affur- 
ance, eternity, fecurity,andeverlafting embraces 
of my glorious Lord. Farewel bafe lufts and 
corruptions, you and I have kept too long com- 
pany together, and, bleffled be God, we wiil 
never meet again; but welcome grace in per- 
fection, which is everlafting glory. Yet a little 
while, and you may fing thefe {weet notes up- 
on the banks of the Jordan of death; for he 
that fays, Come, my people, enter into your chambers, 
and fhut your doors about you, &c. fays alfo, In a 
hitle moment the indignation fhall be overpaft, and 
all clouds and ftorms fhall evanith. 

May the Lord blefs what has been faid, and 
to his name be praife! 


N LXXXIX, 


The Worn of Satvarion fent to Sznners. * 


PYAUL is here preaching CurisT Jesus in 
“ this chapter; and in this verfe he makes 
“application of his fermon to his hearers, 
and that very clofe. More particularly in the 
words you may obferve, 

1, The nature of the gofpel defcribed, it is the 
word of falvation. Se . 
_, -2 The idorfement or direétion, fhewing to 
_ whom it is directed or fent, To you; you men 

and— wn you Jews or Gentiles, to whom it 


r 


is the following. 


pel, as a word of falvatio 
‘that bearsit,. 


propofition, natively arifing 


os 


in, ‘ 


eak to this doctrine, Pe 


AcTs xiii. 26. — To you is the word of this falvation fent. 


becaufe they fee moft of their need of it: but 
the go/pel-me/fage is not here limited to them, and 
others excluded; no: the apoftle here {peaks 
to all his auditory, both gracious and grace- 
lefs, as appears not only in this text, Men and 
brethren, children of the ftock of Abraham, to you is 
the word of this falvation, but alfo in the applica- 
tion of his fermon to the gracelefs as well as to 
the gracious, ver. 40, 41. compared with the 
two preceding verfes. ah Riiekd: 
2. There is.a fear of God that is the fruit of 
conviction, and a fear of God that is the fruit of | 


_ converfion ; the former is by the daw, the latter 
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fuch will receive and welcome the word of this 
falvation: for, if they have no fear of God, 

and of lis wrath, no fenfe of fin, and of their 
deferving damnation, they will not value, but 
flight and defpife the word of falvation. This 
text, therefore, doth not limit the word of /alwa- 
tion, as fent only to them who fear God, but on- 
ly points out the manner and method wherein this 


word of {alvation comes to be received and en- _ 


tertained, and how it will not be received by 
thefe who have nothing of the fear and dread 
of God upon them. 

3. Thefe that are awakened to any fenfe of 
fin, and fear and dread of God, are the perfons 
that are matt ready themfelves, as if the word 
of falvation were not fent to them: therefore 
thefe, in a particular manner, are mentioned, 
and encouraged to take it to. themfelves, be- 
caufe they are afraid toapply the word. Others 
that are called will not come. And they that 


have this fear upon them, have a will, but 


want courage; and therefore the Lord fays to 
them, as it were, Fear not to come; for, to you 
as the word of this falvation fent. 

4. That the word of falvation is fent to of) e- 

en to them who, through the want of the fear 
ve God, reject it, is plain both from this text 
and context, compared with other {criptures. 
See the commiilion, Mark xvi. 15. Go ye into all — 
all the world, and preach the gofpel to every creature. 
Ifa. xlvi. 12. Hearken to me, ye ftout-hearted, that 
are far from righteoufne/s.. Rev. 11. 20. Behold, I 
fand at the door and knock: 1f any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, Iwill come in to him, and fup with 
him, and he with me. ANY MAN, be what he 
will. In fhort, the word of. [alates importing 


all falvation neceflary, looks to all finners that 


need this falvation. The gofpel would not be 


glad news to all people, if any finner were excluded. 


Hence the call is to allthe ends of the earth; 
Look to me, and be faved, all ye ends of the ae 
hence the call alfo is, Whofoever will, let him come, 
and take of the water of life freely. And again, To 
you, O men, do I call; and my voice 1s ta the fons of 
men, &c. Ho, every one that thirfieth, come ye to 
the waters, &c. 

The method we would obferve, for the far- 
ther illuftration of this fubject, as the Lord 
{hall be pleafed to grant affiftance, fhall be 
the following. 


‘I. We fhall fpeak a little of this /alwation, 
“ TL. Of the word of falvation. — 

Ill; Of the fending of this word. 

IV. Make application of the whole. 


L. We thall fpeak a little of this /avation, and 


-confider what it fuppofes, and what it implies. 


a. What this falvation /uppo/es, namely, mifery. 


- Our miferable ftate by nature is a ftate of alie- 
- mation and cfrangement from God. We are with- 


out God, andare alienated from the h ife of God ; aliens 


from the commonwealth of Pracl.—It is a ftate of 
enmity 5 for, the carnal mind 1s enmity againft God : 
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believeth not, is condemned already: he that belie 
eth not the gofpel, is condemned already by 
the law; Curfed is every one that continueth not in 
allthings written in the book of the law, to do them.— 
It is a ftate of death; fpiritual death, and er 
death. 

2. What doth falvation imply? It implies the 
whole redemption purchafed by Chrift, and the 
whole of the application of it by the Spirit. It is 
falvation from a ftate of eftrangement, to a 
ftate of acquaintance with God; from enmity, 
to peace and reconciliation ; from darknefs to 
light; from bondage, to liberty. It includes 
pardon and juftification, adoption and filiation, 
fanctification of nature, heart, and way, com- 
munion with God; afterward a glorious re- 
furreétion of the’ body, and eternal life and 
glory, in being ee ever with’ gd rest it Lorde: 

Il. The Second dead Hopes pe pea 
of the word of falvation, which I may. de by 
anfwering thefe four abt 2 C45 

Quest. 1. What is the word Bree i 

Answ. Not the Jaw, but the go/pel; this is 
that which is the power of God to falvation, Rom. © 
i. 16. Whatever difcovers Chrift, and falvation 
through him, is the gofpel. 

Quest. 2. Why is it called the word of fal abianil 

-Answ. Becaufe it difcovers falvation; it de- 
‘joes falvation; it conveys falvation, as a charter 
does an eftate, or as a teftament does a legacy ; 
it ofers falvation;. it ¢fabli/bes a connexion be~ 
tween-faith and falvation to all mankind fin- 
ners; for, He that beheveth, fhall be faved; and 
becaufe it is the organ or inftrument, by which 
the Spirit applies falvation. 

Quest. 3. How does the word operate in the 
hand of the Spirit, when beheved unto falvation? 

Answ. It operates as sEED caft into the 
ground: it operates as RAIN and DEw; My 
doétrine Shall drop as the dew, and diftil as the rain: 
‘as LIGHT ; They that Jat in darkne/s, faw a great 
light; it is light Shining in a dark place: aS FIRE} 


Is not my word lke a fre? AS WATER, aS WIND, — 


as a SEAL imprinting the divine nature: as a 
GLass, through which we fee God’s glory: as 
BALM for healing ; fe Jent his word, and healed 
them. 
Quest. 4. What are the qualities of this i 
of. ee ? } ts 
Answ. 1. It is a divine word; the word of God. 
God, tee Son, and Holy Ghoft, is the au- 
thor of it. Hence the gofpel is. called, ae syf- 
pel of God, Rom. 1. 1, Xv. pa arent eet ae 
2. It is a word of God in Chrif, se ity 2. 
dl.rgx Dt ase fecured i in the hands of a Mediator ; Yea, 
and Amen in him. It is given to us by Chrift, and 
fealed in a picod This 1 is the New Teftament in 
my blood. eons 
3. Itis a gracious se ne God 3 in Cbrifts 
free; it does not move upon ie 
badnefs : our -goodnefs | doth. ee 
our nalts hinder it. Itisav 


in actual rebellion pests him.—It is fron 


of darkne/s and ignorance ; w 


we are deftroyed ‘mel 


ledge, —A eee ee tenenee to fin, ‘ 
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Iwill fprinkle you pint, clean water; from all your 


will begat he us, bythe ward of truth. ‘The life filthine/s, and from all your idols will I cleanfe you.— 


of juftification 5 3 we are juftified in believing 
and Teceiving of Chrilt, our righteoufnels, as 
offered. in the word. | . Theslife of fanctificati- 


It is fent as a word of direction to the bewilder- 
ed; will lead the blind by a way they know not, 
aud in paths which they have not trode.—It is a re- 


on, the life. of confolation, andl bbe: life. of glo- fre/bing word tothe weary ; The Lord God hath giv- 


ry hereafter. | iy He 


en me the tongue of the learned, to {peak aword in fea- 


» gett is afure word ; The ure mercies + of David: fon to the weary.— It is fent as a comforting word 


~ Sure, and more fure thanavoice from heaven, 
{uch as even that which the difciples heard on 
the mount; We have amore fure word of prophecy, 
. unto which we do well to take heed, 2 Pet.i. 19. 
_ 6. It is a gracious, ‘complete, fure word of 
God in Chrift to finners, as well as faints: it is 
to finners of Adam’s family; for it prefents a. 
Fe dy for their malady. ‘This leads, . 
“geithe Cee 
“Ti To the shea ‘general ee Pee viz. 
To: To fpeak of the fending of this word. Here it 
Ly : enquired, from whom, by whom, to 
whom. it is. fent?,and for what. purpofe? 
ae ots From whomis i fent? Why, it isa word 
Of falvation fent from the God of falvation, to wham 
belong the rfues from death ; and it carries the im- 
prefs of himfelf upon it. As the word is God’s 
. word, fo it is of God's. fending ; He Let bis word 
eo. and healed them, Pfaloo CVli. 20. | 
ia By whom is tb dent It is not felnt by a an- 
gels, ‘but by men; We are ambaffadors for Chrif, 
2Cor. v.20. Itistrue, God fent his word firft 
- by Chrift; He fo loved the world, that he fent bis 
only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in, him, 
might not perifh, but have everlofiing life, John 
‘iit. rg. Then Chrift fends it by men, that we 
may not be afraid at his appearance, as Ifrael 
were of old; We. te this treafure in earth velfels, 
Gor. vs Jae orks 
3. To.whom is it aiat he fent the word of fal- 
Gitar ts He fent it to all _fmners that hear it. 
_, Whofoever look to the word of falvation, will 
~ find: it looking to them. What was the got- 
pel preached to Abraham? Jn thee, or in thy 
fis Shall all the families of the earth be bleffed, Gen. 
xii: 3: Is not this a word of falvation to us al- 
fo? It includes all; fo as every finner may 
h old of it.. See John ili. 16. 1 Tim. i. 15. 
me to call finners to repentance..See Prov. 
>. Ifa. xlvi. 12. [tis a word that fuites the 
anit of {inners and therefore, if it be enquired, 


2. Se a 
7 pee 


de For what, Pree is it fent to finners? Why, | 


for the very fame purpofe that a healing reme- 
— dyis fent to a deadly malady; forChrift comes. 
in the word, and is prefented there for w/dom, 
me aiphietyfacss fanét ification, and redemption : fee 1 Cor. 
“a Rey. iii. 17, 18.. More particularly, it 3s 
,aw d of pardon to the condemned fin- 
m he that blotteth out thy tran/zie/- 
name’s fake. Hence may every 
finner take hold of it, faying, This 
fent to me.—Ir is fent as a worri of 
the rebellious. fangs , faying, Corift 
‘ th 


fay; ye: here 
iB eet ce ii e 


to the difconfolaie ; 3 it brings the good news of 
the river, the fireams whereof make glad the city of 
God; and of Chritt, the confolation of Ifrael.—It is 
fent asa drawing word, and a frengthening word 
to the foul deftitute of ‘ftren gth, faying, He giv- 
eth power tothe faint, and to them that have no might 
he incregfeth firength. Thy people fhall be willing in 
the day of thy power. When I am lifted up, I will 
draw all men after me.— It is fent, in fhort, asa 
word of /alvation, and all fort of falvation and 
redemption to the loft foul, faying, Chri? came 
to feek and fave that which was lof; and that we 
are not redeemed with corruptible things, fuch as filver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of Chrift. 


IV. The laft general head propofed was, To 
make application of the fubject.* Is it fo, That 
the gofpel, as a word of falvation, is fent to every fin- 
ner that bears it? Then, . 

1. Hence fee the kindne/s of God in Chrif? to_fin- 
ners of mankind. Why hath he made fuch a dif- 
ference between finning men and finning an- 
gels?) There was never a word of falvation 
fent to angels that finned; no, not one word; 
Thev are referved in chains, to the judgment of the 
great day: but it was fent unto mankind; Zo 
you, O men, dol call; and my voice is to the fons of 
men: To you 1s the word of falvation fent. 

2. See what a valuable book the Bible is, which. 
contains this word of falvation. O Sirs, how 
ought we to /earch the /criptures? for, m them we 
think, and think aright when we do ‘fo, that we 
have eternal life and falvation conveyed to us? 
Why, they teftify of Chrift:; and we ought e- 
{pecially to fearch out the words of eternal life; 
the words of falvation that ly there. 

3. Hence fee what a valuable bleffing the gofpel 
is, and the di/penfation thereof; and how wel- 
come a go/pel-minifiry {hould be unto us; ; How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of them that 
preach the gofpel of peace! Rom. x. 15.; that pu- 
blifh the word of falvation? How fad is it 
when gofpel-minifters have not beautiful feet, 
when they defile their feet by ftepping into the 
puddle of defe&ion and corruption, and fo_ 
make poor fouls to naufeate the very gofpel 
preached by them! And how difmal is it, 
when thefe who profefs the gofpel of peace, 
have their feet defiled with the puddle of er- 
ror! . How defirable is it when they have both 


. the gofpel of peace in their mouth, and beau- 


tiful thoes upon. their feet, and are Shad « with 


the pepo i the ee 
fati eC 


of Se and gets a 
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you; if you have not fuch and fuch marks 
and evidences, it is not to you; it is only upon 
fuch and fuch terms that it is to you: this is 
to make the gofpel no gofpel. It is as if Chritt 
came to fave faints, but not to fave fnners. ‘hey 
contradict the very defign of the gofpel, which 
is a word of falvation to finners of all forts and 
fizes. To you is the word of falvation fent: to you, 
Ofinner, is the door of falvation opened. What- 
ever ftraitens this door; whatever doctrines 
you hear that hamper or limit the gofpel-offer, 
and tend to make you fuppofe, that there is 
no room for you, no accefs for you, you may 
fufpect that to be gither no gofpel-dottrine, or 
that has fuch a legal mixture accompanying it, 
as you ought to fhun like the devil; Decaufe 
it would keep you at a diftance from Chrift 
and falvation. 

6. Hence fee the ground of God’s controver/y at 
this day, together with an antidote againft the 
error and evils of the day. The great ground 
of God's controver/y, at this day, with the ge- 
nerality we live amongftt, is their rejecting the 
word of falvation. Wherefore i is he now {peak- 
ing in wrath ‘and war*, but becaufe we will 
not hearken to his {peaking in mercy? Scot- 
land hath been long deaf to the word of God, 
and to the warnings of God. Judicatories have 
been deaf to the word of God, to the word of 
falvation, calling them to reform and return 
to the Lord; deaf to any Teftimony lifted up 
for Reformation. And'the whole land hath 
been deaf to the voice of God in the gofpel. 
And, what if God now thunder and roar out 
of Zion, and fay, You {hall hear at the deafett 
fide of the head? if you will not hear the voice 
of the word, you fhall hear the voice of the 
fword? Oh! what is his quarrel? Why, God 
fays, This is my beloved Son, hear ye him: No; but 
we refufe to hear him. General Affemblies 
have refufed to hear him; they give ear more 
to a patron, ora great man, and give more 
obedience to him than to the voice of Chritt. 
He faid, Feed my /heep, feed my lambs: No, fay 
they ; let them be devoured and torn to pieces 
with the wo/ves, rather than difpleafe men of 
rank and ‘power+. How juftly may God fay 
to fuch, Go to the gods whom ye have ferved, and 
fee iF they can deliver you in the day of death, 
or in the day of wrath? 

See here alfo an antidote againft many errors 


_ of the pay.—Here is an antidote againft enthu- 


fiaftic delufions, viz. If we take the word of 
God for the rule and the warrant of faith, and of 
every particular duty. Some will fay, “ We muft 
wait for the Spirit being poured out; and till the 
Spirit comes there is no doing: ‘therefore we 
may fit ftill and do nothing, either in the mat- 
ter of our falvation-work or gener ation-work ; 

either in perfonal or public work.” Why, here 


£8 a delufion, here is enthufiafm, to make the 
~Sprrit the rule of faith and duty, and not the | 


RD of God. When God fpake to Mofes at 
Sea, faying, Speak to the people, that they 


e fea, and be al 
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fea divided before them. To wait upon God’s 

working, either outwardly or inwardly, with- 
out anfwering the call of his word, and going 
forward in the way of duty, is to wait without 
a warrant; it is a delufion, a tempting of God. 
You are to aim at believing the word of falvation 
Jent to you. The people we call Quakers fay, 
_They ought.not,to pray till the Spirit move 


‘them; making. the inward motions of the Spi-. 


rit, and not the word of God, the rule of duty. 
Thus it is no wonder that they be led by a de- 
lufive {pirit; for the word of God is the word of 
the Spirit: and. though we cannot fight without 
the Spirit, yet the Spurit will not fight for thefe, 
or with thefe that will not take his /word in 
their hand: though we can do nothing with- 
out the Spirit, yet the Spirit will do nothing 
without the word. But if once we take the 


Sword of the Sprit in our hand; Imean, takerhe 


word for our rule, and eflay duty, and ‘the wor 
of believing, which is the work of God, dianootl 


Ing to the direction of the word of God ; then, 


and not till then, are you to expect God: will 
work powerfully; for, out of his own road he 
will not, xamely, 1f you turn away your ear from. 
hearing his word; or, if he do, he will bring 
you to this road before he do any thing more. 

Here alfo fee an antidote againft all, or moft. 
of all the errors of the ace wherein we live.— 


Here is an antidote againtt all practical error ; 


againft all profanity, loofenefs, and luxury, 
whoredom, and debauchery, that have been 
running down, like a mighty ftream, through 
all ranks of perfons, from the throne to the 
dunghill, in every corner of the land. What 
would remedy thefe evils? Even the receiving 
of this /alvation that is fent in the gofpel to us,- 


Unbehef, in rejecting this falvation, which is a 


falvation from al/ fn as well as mifery; this 
unbelief in flighting the Saviour and falvation, 
is the root of all the loofenefs and profanity in 
the age. Men do not fee this root that lies hid 
under ground. —Here is an antidote againft the 
Dein of the age. Why do men undervalue the 
Jeriptures, and deny the neceflity of divine fuper- 
natural revelation? Even becaufe they reject 


the word of Jalvation; they do not fee that the © 


gofpel only is the word of /alvation; and that 
there is no falvation but in the faith of it: but 
the faith of this word would cure the Deifm 
of the age.— Here is an antidote againft drm- 
nianfm ; for _/alvation comes not of the free-will 
of man, but of the free grace of God i in a word 
of falvation fent to us.— Here is an antidote a= 
gaint Arianfnm. Would any foul deny the fu- 
prenie Deity of Chrift, and his proper Divinity, 
if -hey believed, that with him are the im 

eternal life ; and that a word from his mouth is 
a ze Pie ine Liga ? ae to mies and be sats 
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- which turns the gofel to a new Jaw, and the 
covenant of grace, as it were, to a covenant of 
works *. This text and do@trine thews that we 
are not faved by a-work, but by a word; not 
by any work of ours, but by a word fent from 
God to us, even a word of falvation; Not by works 
of righteoufnefs which we have done, but according to 
bis mercy be faved us, Titus iii. 5. See 2 Tim. 


i. 9.— Here alfo is an antidote againtt ignorant 


preachers of the gofpel, that confound the marks 
of faith with the ground of faith,or the evidences 
of faith with the warrant of faith, or the con- 
dition of the covenant with the qualities of the 
covenanted, as if the gofpel-call were only to 
faints, or to finners fo and fo qualified; and fo 
leading men in to themfelves for a ground of 
faith, inftead of leading them out of themfelves 
to Chrift, exhibited to them in a ward of falva- 
tion fent to them +. The gofpel-method of fal- 
vation ‘is the reverfe of all the legal {chemes in 
_ the-world. The: legal frain fuppofes always 
- fome good quality about the finner, before he be 
allowed to meddle with the word of falvation ; 
and fo fhuts the door of the gofpel, which it 
pretends to open. But the go/pel-frain brings 
the word of falvation freely to every finner’s 
door; and fuppofes him to be deftitute of all 
good qualities whatfoever, and leaves no room 
to any ‘inner to fay, I am not allowed to come 
+S Ay ; 
» 7. Hence fee how much it concerns all and 
every one to try and examine what entertainment 
_ they have given the word of /alwation that is fent 
them. Have you received it or not in a fav- 
ing way? ; 
_ © (a.) Have you received it as the wordof God; 

the word by way of eminency ; the word of God 
in Chrift; 1 Theff. ii..13. and received it not as 
the word of man, of this or that man, but as it 
' 2s im truth, the word of God? | 
~ (2.) Have you received it as a word of /alva- 
tion, ov as a faithful faying, and worthy of all accep= 
tation, both as a truth and as a good? This re- 
ception of it fuppofes a view you have of your 


___ being a loft finner welcoming a Saviour. 


__(2.) Have you received it, as the word of 
this falvation, a prefent falvation, a particular {al- 


near my righteoufne/s to the flout-bearted, and far from 
t 
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particular? To you, finners, fays the general dif- 
penfation: to thee, finner, in particular, fays 
the particular offer ; Whofoever will, let him come. 
Haft thou then received it, as fent to thee, 
though a guilty finner; to thee, though a vile 
finner? Haft thou entertained it with a me, me, 
of particular application, faying, Here is an 
offer to me, a gift to me, a promife from hea- 
ven to me? Haft thou found thyfelf called by 
name, and faid, I am warranted to take hold 
of Chrift, and the falvation he brings with him, 
in this word of falvyation, and even fo | take 
him at his word; Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbehef ?— Have you hereupon found the virtue 
of this word, as a word of falvation, faving 
you from your doubts and fears, favin g you 
from your bonds and fetters, favin g you from 
your helplefs and hopelefs condition, and mak- 
ing you to hope for complete falvation from 


fin and mifery?—-Have you found falvation — 


begun in the faith of the word of falvation, and 
been begotten to a lively hope thereby? And does 
this hope begin to purify your heart, and this faith 
begin to work by love to God and hatred of fin, 
and of yourfelf for fin?, And is your continual 
recourfe tothis word of falvation, or to the pro- 
mife of God in Chrift, for all your falvation? 
8. Hence fee what matter of jay and praife 
believers have, who have been determined thus 
to entertain the word of falvation: for, when’ 
the word of falvation is received throu gh grace, 
then the work of falvation is begun: and you 
need be in no uneafinefs now, though you be 
called to work out the work of your Salvation with 
Sear and trembling ; becaufe it is God that worketh 
m you both to will and to do. He that hath begun 
the good work in you, will perfect it unto the day of 
the Lord. "The word of falvation may be to thee, 
O believer, the word of confolation all the days 
of your life: for, it is a word of falvation, not 
only from the finful ftate, and miferable ftate 
you was in, but it is a word of falvation alfo 
bringing the good news of falvation in every 
cafe; falvation from the devil, the world, and 
the flefh; falvation and deliverance from the 
hands of all your enemies; falvation from the 
fting of death; falvation from the terror of 
judgment; falvation from the curfe of the law, 
and from the guilt of all your fins: falvation 
not only from allevil, but falvation to eternal 
life; for the word of falvation, which you 
have received and entertained through grace, 
contains all the words of eternal life. The 
word of falvation is the word of life fo 
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Jball live. Aword of falvation fent to your heart, 
and by it God is knocking at the door of your 
heart: O Sirs, will you refufe him that {peak- 
eth from heaven? See that ye refufe not him that 
Jpeaketh : for if they efcaped not who refufed him that 
Jpake on carth, much more fhall not we efcape, if we 
turn away from bim that [peaketh from heaven, Heb. 
xii. 25. If you will not hear God’s: word of 
grace in the gofpel, faying, To you 7s the word 
of this falvation fent ; you mutt lay your account 
to hear his word of wrath in the law, faying, 
yea, {wearing in his wrath, that you /hall not 
enter into his ref. If you have no fear of God, as 
it is in the verfe where my text lies, if you 
fhall never be perfuaded to fear the Lord, and his 
goodne/s, manifefted in the word of:falvation, 
fent to you, you mutt lay your account to fear 
the Lordand his wrath, manifefted in the word 
of condemnation, which the law pronounces 
againit them who believe not the gofpel ; He that 
believeth not is condenmed already, John ili. 18. And 
there is no efcaping this fentence of condemna- 
tion, but by receiving the word of falvation. 

10. Hence fee how much it is the intereft of 
every one to receive, and entertain, and welcome 
this word of falvation. O Sirs, hear, that your fouls 
may live. Wear the joyful found of falvation, 
O loft perifhing finner, before the door of mer- 
cy be hut, and the day of grace be over. To 
perfuade you hereunto, we fhall lay before you 
the four following confiderations. 

(1.) Confider what /ort of a falvation is offer- 
ed to you. It isa /piritual falvation; the falva- 
tion of the immortal foul: What /hall a man pro- 
jit though be gain the whole world, uf be lofe his own 
foul? If you would not lofeand ruin your fouls, 
O receive the word of falvation.—It 1s a cofly 
{alvation; it comes running in the channel of 
the blood of Chrift. Itis bought to your hand, 


and free to you, however dear bought by the _ 
You have nothing to pay for it;~ 


Redeemer. 
the price of it is paid already; the condition of 
itis fulfilled. —It is a complete falvation; falvati- 
on from every thing you need to be faved from : 
falvation from unbelief, enmity, atheifm, heart- 
hardnefs, heart-deadnefs, and every thing that 
you make an objection againtt receiving of this 
falvation. You fay you cannot believe, you 
cannot repent; but would you be faved from 
your unbelief and impenitence? This, and all 
the other branches of falvation is fent to you, 
when the word of falvation is fent. Will you 
welcome a Saviour to fave you from all, to be 


wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fanctification, © 
and redemption, and all to you. —It is an ever- - 


lafting {alvation. Would you be happy after 
death, and have an eternity of happinefs? Life 
and immortality is brought to ight by this word of fal- 


- gation. O poor dying finner, confider what an 


everlafting falvation this is. . 
- (2.) Confider what need thou haft- of this fal- 
vation. Thou hatt a dark mind; and needeft 
£ On from that darknefs 5 " 
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judgment at hand: Now is the accepted time, now 
is the day of falvation. There will be no word in 
the day of judgment to finners, but a-word of 
condemnation; Depart from: me, ye curfed ; into 
everlafling fire, prepared for the devil and his angels : 


but now, in the day of falvation, is fent to you. 


this word of falvation: now, now is the day ; 
and, perhaps, now or never... 8-5 
(3.) Confider what a‘jfirm ground this word of 


falvation is for faith to build upon. > Itas the 


word of God ; the God'that cannot lye. It is rati- 
fied by the oath of God. ‘Itvis a word confirm- 
ed by the blood of theSon of God. Itis.a word 
attefted by the Three that’ bear record: in hea- 
ven. It is a word {poken'by the infpiration of 
the Spirit of God, “He that! hath ears to hear, ‘let 


him hear what the Spirit faith to the churches. : The 

Spirit and the bride fay, Come; come and hear this — 
word of falvation; come and believe; come 
and apply to thyfelf what is offered to thee. » — 


(4.) Confider the good warrant you have to 
intermeddle with this word of falvation. It is 
fent to you on purpofe that you may believe it 


with application to yourfelf; and that every 


one of you, thou man, thou woman, may take 
it home to thy ownheart; for, to thee is the word 
of falvation fent. ‘To thee is this love-letter fent 
from heaven. Read the indorfement, ‘and fee 
if it be not to thee.—It is backed to thee, O 


guilty finner, faying, Chrif? came to fave finners.—— 
It is backed to thee, O inhabitant of the earth, that — 


art not yet in hell; Look to me and be faved, all the 


ends of earth.—It is backed to thee, OQ fcorner, 
that haft hitherto been a mocker of God and 


godlinefs ; Wi/dom crieth without, fhe uttereth her 
voice in the fireets: How long, ye fimple ones, will ye 


love fimplicity? and the feorners delight in their feorn- 


ing, and fools hate knowledge? Turn you at my reproof: 
behold Iwill pour out my Spirit unto you; I will make 
known my words unto you, Prov. i. 20, 22, 23.—It 
is backed to thee, O rebellious finner. If thou 


wert excepted, all mankind would be fo: be- 
hold, Chrift hath a/cended up on high, led captivity 
captive, and received gifts for men, even for the re- 
bellious, that God the Lord might dwellamong them.— 
It is backed for thee, O db/ack and bloody finner ; 


me gold tried in th 
Salwe, tha 


ardnefs. Thou thin 
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\ Lf. you fay, you. will not take it to you, then 
remember you are fubfcribin g your own doom. 
And I .take inftruments againft you, that you 
willsnot-haye falvation ; you will not come to 
Chrift that you may bave life; you are preferring 
fome bafé luft to the Lord of glory, and fo pre- 
ferring, of confequence, damnation to: falva- 
tion, death:to life. 

_. hit be not ai will of obftinacy,-but of impotency, 
faying, Oh! ifmy will were fubdued ; behold, 
the word of falvation comes with falvation from 
that plague of unwillingnefs, faying, Thy people 
fall be willing inthe day of thy power.’ And, To you 
isthe word of this falvation: fent, that you: may 
welcome it; and fo far. as you welcome it, fo 
far.are: you! willing; 2i 3i v foi} aes\od 2 3 
solfiyou' fay you dare not take the word to 
yourfelf as the,word)of, falvation’ to you: why 
dare you not do what God injoins you?! Why 
dare you not.take:what God offers you?.How 
durft you fin againft God, whenhe forbad. you? 
And now you dare'not take his:word for your 
falvation, when he requires you! How. durft 
you venture on his fury againft his command? 
And, now: you dare:not venture on his favour, 
through Chrift;at his call and.command? : Was 
it not enough to offend his jufticé?. And. will 
you;now venture;to flight. his mercy !, This is 
-worfe.than all-your, former. fins,:.to refufe fal- 
vation that hei freely offers from the guilt of 
Ale ryote ehroq mir brs. 291 4 
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ft Y: friends, though the work of f{eque- 
‘B.ttrating fome tothe .minisTERIAL 
% - QF FIGE, be ordinary in the. church. of 
Chrift, yet; the, ecca/on and cirewmpances of this 
work to-day, among our hands, is, extraondiiary 
in many refpects, in fo much ‘that ‘there. was 
| fearce,ever, a parallel. it,hath had.in Scotland. 
But,.as extraordinary cafes require extraordi- 
nary fervices;, {Qt is matter.of lamentation, 
_ that the defections, and. corruptions of the times 
fhould make it,not.only highly expedient, but 
abfolu ely, necefary, forthe relief of..Ghrift’s 
{cattered theep, and opprefled heritage, through 
the violent meafures of church judicatories +. 
_ .But.my.bufinefs, “at, prefent,.,is to, give.a hint 
at the ‘nature of that minjferial workto which one 
_--ds,tobe fet apart here: and the text I havetead 
lays before us a fum of their,work, as it relates 
to the finners with whom they have to do: their 
‘orders are, Compel, them to come in, that my houfe 
m y be gfilled. Hityiads o RoHtals oe Baer 
_Thefe words are part of a:parable, wherein 
the free grace of God, in Chritt, is reprefented by 


etre gs 
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GOSPEL-COMPULSION, Sic. 


preached at the Orpinarron. of Mr, Joun, Hunter, ‘to the paftoral’ Office, 
Morbottle and Stitchel, by appointment of. the Afaciate Prefbytery, 
ferved as ‘a day of fafting and prayer at Gatefhaw. The firft edition 


ri 

Ifyou fay you cannot, becaufe of vitter impo 
tency,. that fhall be no flop. You cannot be- 
lieve, you cannot come to Chrift; but, as the 
word of falvation is fent to you, fo falvation is 
come to you, becaufe you cannot come'to ‘it, 
The Saviour is come to you, becaufe you can: 
not come to him: are you for him? The word 
of falvation is a word of power, and drawing 
power isin it, to draw you that cannot come: 
When I am lifted up; I will draw all men after me. 
Are you willing to be drawn? Then the word 
of falvation hath forfar taken effec upon you, 
as to remove your unwillingnefs and to make 
you-willing. ‘ook for another pull of omii- 
potency ; for the word of falvation is a word 
of omnipotency: It! is the almighty word of 
the almighty God. Saving power, drawing 
powerisinit. Welcome it as fuch; and, in due 
time, you fhall be able as well as willin g. Your 
faith: 1s not to be acted in the fenfe of felf-abi- 
lity and fufficiency, but in the fenfe of felf: 
inability/and infufficiency. Our Sufficiency ts_of 
God; falvationis of God; faving faith is of God: 
All things are of God, who hath given to us the mix 
mifiry. of reconciliation, 2 Cor. v. 18. and given to 
you this word of falvation: and it contains all 
your falvation. ‘And if any part of it were left 
to you; it would not contain all your falvation. 
What you cannot do, this falvation can; there- 
fore receive it, and blefs God for it, that to you 
is the word of this falvation Jent. 


Ge Ne XC. 


Gosper-ComPuxsion; or, Minifterial Power and Authority *, 


we nil rie Luk E. Xiv. 235 pots Compel them to come in, that my houfe may be filled. 


a rich man making a great fupper; that is, the 
nich,and bountiful Lord providin g all the trea: 
fures,and bleflings: of the new covenant, ‘and in- 
viting all poor, andigent finners,-to whom the 
gofpel.comes, to. come and fhare‘of thefe: dle/- 
Jigs. of everlafting life and happinefi, to be had in 
Chrift Jefus. « u\< yu 
\ The' entertainment, that this kind offer gets, is 
various’; fomeé reje% it, and others embrace. it, 
The reecters making trifling excufes, preferring 
their ground, their oxen, their qwives ; that is; 
their worldly pofféeffions and /enfual enjoyments, to all 
the dblefings of thereverlafting Sofpel. 
Heéreupon care is taken to furnifh his table; 
Go, fayshe, to his fervants, ‘pick up the poor, 
the maimed, the halt, and the blind; by whom 
might be meant the defpifed out-caft Gentiles, 
who were taken in when the Jews, who flight- 
ed Chrift, were rejected of him. 
But though many of this fort carhe in and 
embraced the offer, yet the fervant is brought 
in tellin g his Lofd, faying, tt 15 done, as thou haft 
“commanded ; and yet there is room. Minifters are to 


“in the united congregations of 
on the 17th,ot Oétober, 1739.5 being fet apart 4 and ob- 
of the fermon acquaints us, that it was publithed at the earneft des 


fire, and repeated entreaty of a great many hearers: To which is fubjoined, an A¥PENDIx, directed more efpecially to the united focieties 


in and about the forefaid Morbottlea 
“who deceafed January 7th, 1740.; not -havin 


: | t-having been four complete months ordain 
+ Mr. HUNTER was the firft probationer licenfed by the Affociate Prefbytery 


Ce 


_ the firft of its kind that had taken place amongft themi.2 25: > 
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nd Stitchel, upon account’ of the much lamented death of «the above Rev/ Mr. Joun Honvrer, 
4 ae i » mes: \ 


minifter, .: 


And bis fettlement.in this new-ereéted congregation, 
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give account to Chrift, relating to their mm/lercal 
commiffion: 1.. OF the execution of it; It is done, as 
thou haf? commanded. 2, Of the /ucce/s thereof ; 
Yet there is room>~intimating, that though. fe- 
verals were come in, yet there was entertamment 
for many more. 

Upon this a new warrant is given out to the 
fervants, to go to the high-ways and hedges, fince 
none among the Jews, if it be not fome of the 
defpicable fort, the Publicans and fimners, the 
halt and the dind, but none of the Seribes and 
Pharifees will come in; Go out into the high-ways 
and hedges, 1. e. to the open country ; pick up 
the vagrant, the poor ftraggling Gentiles, :and 
compel them to. come in, that my houfe may be filled. 
Where we may obferve: the: three following 
particulars. eee 

1.,A commiffion given: to, minifters, fhewing 
what they are to'do towards -fnners, to whom 
they minifterin facred things, or to whom:they 
preach the gofpel, Compelithems.- ' Sy 

2, The defign.of this commiffion, -what end 
they, are to have.in view,and, aim: at by -this 
compulfion, Compel them to. come in. sh, 

3. The rea/on ,afligned. for all this work, ‘of 
compelling them to come in, namely, that my 
houfe may be filled..- As if the Mafter fhould fay, 
Thefe.whom you-have to deal with will be very 
fhy.and backward, and will'hardly believe that 
they {hall be welcome: therefore; there <is a 
certain kind of compulfion mutt ‘be’ ufed toward 
them; you muft be in earneft, and very im- 
_ portunate with them to come in to me, and 
thare of the provifion I have made for them, 
that by this means the number of my ran/omed 
ones may be compleated, the outcafes of I/rael may 
be gathered, my table may be furnifhed, my 
church and houfe may be filled. But I refer 
the further explication of the words to the pro- 


fecution of the following ‘doétrine. - > 


OBsERv. The mimffers of Chrift have a power 
and warrant to compel finners to come in to him, 


that his houfe may be filled. 125 
The doétrine: being. much the fame with 


pel them. ~ 


“IL, We thall {peak of the rea/am, That his houfe 


I) We are to'fpeak of this minifierial power and 


authority, imported in this expreflion, Compel . 
them. And here weare to touch at three things; 


1. Whoarethey that have this authority to’com- 


pel. ‘2. Whom they have ‘warrant to compel. 
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3. What is the nature and import’of this’ compul- 
10N. / : 
"i if, WHoare they that have this authority to 
compel. The context fhews, that they are the 
Servants of Chrift; The Lord:faid unto the fervants, 
Go. Here is the office of the gofpel mnifter; he is 
the fervant of ‘Chrift and'of his church; We 
preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Fefus the Lord, :and 


ourfelves your fervants for Fefus fake, 2°Cor. iv. 5. | 


Their fation in the church is not as lords of God’s 
heritage, but fervants. | ONTO, A 
This does not at all detraé# from their minifte- 
rial office, while we confider ‘that Chri came not 
tobe miniftred unto, but to mnifter and ferve: Ifthe 
was the Father's /ervant, and our /ervant in’ his 
Father's bufine/s, farely it is no {mall honour to:be 
his /ervant, and a /ervant to immortalfouls for 
his fake: only here we fee, that the apoftles, 
them{elves, did not pretend to be lordly. Prelates, 
nor affume to themfelves ‘a domination in the 
church, as having dominion over their faith, but 
as helpers of their joy, 2 Cor. iv 24i 0 70 
Nor:-can it' be conftructed a Slavery, owhere ‘it 
is for Jefus’s fake, to promote the onour and 
tere? of Chrift‘in the church, and to’act, not 
as\an inferior, menial fervant, but as one clothed 
with authority, in the Mafter’s name, tocompel. 
| This officeiof the minifier, asa fervant; wnports 
both /fuitable abilities, and a call to improve them 
for the Mafter’s: ufe‘in‘his‘houfe. 92) ccliey 
1. It fuppofes and imports qualifications and 
abilities, fitting him for the difcharge of this 
work in fome meafure; Every fcribe that is in- 
Jiructed unto the kingdom of heaven, is like aman that 
2s an houfholder, which bringeth forth out of his trea- 
Jure things new and old, Mati Siii. 52. And there 
is a threefold flock of ability that he fhould 
have: 1. A ftock of graces; for, if one be not a 
good Chrifian, he will, never‘make a good mi- 


nfter’ x, A-ttock of gifts and learning, that ‘he 


may be able to convince gainfayers, and may be 
apt to teach. 3. A ftock of experiences, that he 
may: teach what lie knows himéelf, that know- 
ing both the terrors and comforts of the Lord, he 
may perfuade men?‘ that’ alfo he may be able/to 
fay, Lbelieve, and therefore fpeak ; and what Ihave 
heard and feen, avid felt; declare I unto you; other- 
wife his“preaching will ‘be, at’ beft, but ‘like 
cold milk in'a ‘veffel, and-not like warm milk 


AF | 


from the breaft.” bist , Z 
--:2, This office fuppofes and imports*a°divme 


call Tt'is not fufficient to warrant any man’ to 


meddle-with the miniferial office, that he hath a 


competent ftock Of abihties and qualifications, fit- 


ung: him: for the work; except he hath alfo a 
aumipterial power-Conveyed to him; éither imme- 
diately by God, as it was in the apoftles? which 
-was fuch an extraordinary call, as we are not 
now ‘to expect; ‘or mediately, according ‘to the 
‘order-which God hath eftablithed in his church. 


‘This ordinary; mediate call is'twofold}“¢ither 
Bittern. | 


bi Ss Sas DIOP IS oy kL 


ok aw 


the church only.declares and authorizes for 


/* ~exercife, 


exercife, thefe whom God doth qualify for fuch 
purpofe: “It is God, himfelf, who makes any 
to be whlemiifters»of the new teflament, ‘2 Cor. 
GiGi... 16 he WATOG, (, 
.(2.) There is the inward call of the Spirit of God, 
of which | apprehend, that, as it lies in the 
Lord's qualifying aman with gifts and graces 
for that work; (for, without thefe qualificati- 
ons, God ‘calls none, whatever men. do) fo it 
lies alfo. in the Lord’s quickening, inclining, and 
_ firring them up to: improve thefe talents which 
he‘hath given, for his fervice in the gofpel of 
Chrift; and in their having the teftimony of a 
good confcience,that'the motive'that prefles them 
18 God's glory, and the edification of the church, 
2 oFhis‘outward.anc inward call and commif- 
fion is declared neceflary ; How /hall they preach 
except they be fent?. Rom. x15: Here then is 
the /ervant, but what the /érvice is will fall in 
afterwards. Having then fhewed. who they 
are that have this authority to compel, I come 


‘to thew, BY OEE ary, 
.< 2dly, \Wuom they are warranted to compel? 
or, whom doés their office oblige them to deal 
with, by calling and compelling them to:‘come 
in’. Why, upon the Jews their rejecting of 
Chrift:and the gofpel,.the commiffion here feems 
to refpect the ruftic Gentiles; or all thefe who 
are réprefented to be, as in verfes 21, 23. in 
the frreets and lanes; in the high-ways and hedges, 
as to their fituations and to’ be‘poor, maimed, halt, 
-anddlind, as to their condition. The firft and 
Aeading part of the miniferial work relates to the 
bringing im thefe who are /lrangers to Chrift; and 
afterwards the feeding and edifying of thefe that 
ate brought in. But firft they are to compel them 
{¢0: come in? THEM; whom2 6) oo. t 
1. Ahens that are-without doors: Without, it 
4s faid,; aré dogsi> But- even fuch dogs as the 
‘Gentiles were,‘may come in-when the door is 
opened to them: “‘We’are to: oper the door to 
thefe who are aliens to the commonwealth of Irael, 
and firangers to the covenant of promife, Eph. 11:12. 
Even thofe that are -wwzthoit Chrift, without hope, 
‘without God in thé world; if they were not with- 
‘out, they need’ not to be callédto come in. - 
©. 9"They are-warranted: to call in ‘the poor; 
for, 1 the poor the gofpel is preached: both thefe 
that:are outwardly poor, and in mean outward 
‘circumftances in the world; -the:rich generally 
‘contemn the'sofpel offer: and alfo thefe who 
‘are’ inwardly poor; that is, deftirute of allj/pi- 
ritual good and excellencies ; deftigate of grace and 
rightcoufne/s ; let them: be gaHéd in to fhare of 
‘the grace and righteoufnefs that is in Chrift. 
oe ZeTheyate-warranted'to'call in the maimed ; 
that is; thefe who want /egs'or arms, unable to 
walk°and wnable-to work. “The call of the 
‘gofpel is to-be extended to‘maimed fouls, as 
‘all naturally are; being by nature without firength, 
‘and:deftitute of all ability to walk or work {pi- 
Titually, that they'may come where they will 
‘be farnithed with power! 6600 6) v0 by 
1014é They are warranted to bring in the halt; 
‘the poor cripple fouls, who, ‘if they have re- 
‘ceived any ftrength to walk,’ yet cannot go 
without halting. ‘They are, like their matter, 
to take up in their arms the poor lame fheep, 
that cannot follow the reft of the flock; for, 
he-feeds his. flock like-a foepherd, and gathers his 
Jambs with bis arms, Ma, xlett.. 
_ ) $+ They are warranted.to bring in the dknd; 


‘reprefenting how blind fouls, that have no 
eyes to fee, but are ignorant of God and Chrift, - 
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and the way of falvation, are called to come 
and receive their fight; for Chrift is' given for a 
covenant of the people, a light to the Gentiles, to open 
the blind eyes, Ufa. xlii. 7.. And the great defign, 
upon which God: fends out a gofpel-minittry 
among people, is to open their eyes, and turn 
them from darkne/s to light, and. from the power of 
Satan unto God, Acts xxvi. 18. 

6. They are warranted to bring in wanderers ; 
thefe that are in the high-ways and hedges: as if 
he fhould fay, The fraggling vagrants, yea, the 
highway-man, the thief, the robber, the debauchee, 
the: wicked and gracele/s, who are walking in 
the broad way to hell: for, as God, by the 
gofpel, brings near his righteoufnefs and Salvation, 
even to the /fout-hearted and far from righteoufne/s, 
Ifa. xlvi. 12, 13.; fo Wifdom and her maidens, 
Chrift and his fervants that he fends forth, are 
warranted to ftand upon the high places of the 
city, Prov. 1.20,—23,. and to cry without, to ut- 


ter thea voices in the firects, to cry in the chief places 


of concourfe, in the opening of the gates, How long ye 
Simple ones, will ye love fimplicity, and ye feorners de- 
hight in fcorning, and fools hate knowledge? Turn ye 
at my reproof, &c. Even the wicked mockers 
of God: and religion, the moft wicked and 
wretched, and:abandoned like finners, are to 
be dealt with, and compelled to come in. 

Thus you fee whom they are warranted to 
compel. But now I come to confider, 

3dly, What is the nature and import of this 
compulfion. Here we may confider, 1. What 
Jort of <compulfion it is; and, 2. What power 
and authority it imports. 

[r.]° What fort of compulfion it is. I would 
explain what I take to be the zature of this 
compulfion, in the following particulars. 

 ¥. It is not an outward, but an inward compul- 
fion; it does not mean a dragging of their 
body, but a drawing their heart and foul to 
Chrift: and when once 'the heart, or the inter- 
nal man, is drawn, then it will draw the bo- 
dy'to the external part of religion alfo. But 
what draws the heart? Why, fays the apottle, 
With the heart man believeth unto righteoufne/s ; and 
this. believing, or faith, cometh: by bearimg, and 
hearing by the word of God: that is, by the preach- 
ing of the gofpel the heart is drawn to Chritt. 

2. It-is not magiferial, but a minifferial :com= 
pulfion. As external compulfion hath no foun- 
‘dation in the text; fo the minifters of the got- 
pel, who are thus fpoken to, have not, by 
Chrift’s commiffion,: any civil power commit- 
ted.to them. It is not a compelling of mens 
conferences, far lefs a compelling men. againft 
their confciences, in matters of religion:' as 
for example, in the bufinefs of the /acramental 
tet, you fhall be fined, imprifoned, ruined in 
your eftate, if you take not the Lord’s fupper: 
no fuch compulfion: is here intended.  Mini- 
{ters .are not Lords over God's heritage. WHence, 

3. It is mot a carnal, ‘but a_/piritual compulfi- 
on..'' It is not by force of arms, but by force 
of arguments; men aré to be:compelled:; ‘for, 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but migh+ 
ty, through God, to the pulling down of frrong holds, 
cafting down imaginations, 2 Cor. X. 4,5. It'is'not 
by cudgels, but’ by confiderations, that the will 
can.be'compelled: when the Lord concurs with 
thefe confiderations that are {piritual, then they 
are cogent and compelling to the foul. The 
very opening to men theriches of divine grace, 
fitted. to their loft and undone flate, is, through 
erace;-a compelling of them: for, © ©. <4 z 
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4. It is nota natural, but'a gracious compulfi- 
on. It is not by the power of natural abilities 
and free-will, which is:the Arminian. arms, 
that men are compelled; but by the power of 
free grace: therefore, in compelling finners to 
come in, we are not to tell them what they can 
do; (for, indeed, they can do nothing {piritu- 
ally, nothing acceptably; they can do nothing 
but deftroy themfelves;) but we are to tell 
them what grace can do, and how all their 
help lies here; O Jrael, thou baft deftroyed thyfelf ; 
but in me is thy help. 

's. It is nota /egal, but an evangelical compul- 
fion. It is true, dy the law is the knowledge of fin 
and mifery. By the command of the law apphed, 
is the knowledge of f/m; and by the curfe of the 
law apprehended is the knowledge of m/ery: and 
fo, by the law we may have the knowledge of 
the need we have of Chrift. The law, therefore, 
is to be ufed in a fubferviency to the gofpel ; 
but the law, though it may compel finners to 
come down, down from their lofty thoughts of 
their own natural power and ability to help 
themfelves; yet it is only the gofpel that will 
compel them to come tN: for, the more they fee of 
their finfulnefs and mifery by the law, the 
more will they ftand at a diftance from com- 
ing to God; but will run away hopelefs from 
him, until once the grace of God, manifefted 
in the gofpel, and the love of Chrift conftrain, 
and compel them to come in. Hence, 

6. It is not a rigid, harfh, and unpleafant, but 
a kindly and affectionate compulfion. It is a draw- 
ing with the cords of love, and the bands of a man. 
Here we may fay the kingdom of heaven /ufers 
violence, and the violent take it by force. The mini- 
fter is to ufe violence and force; but it is not 
the force of fire and fword, but the force: of 
love; and the violence of reafon, {piritual and 
{criptural reafon. And becaufe man’s reafon 
now is out of reafon, therefore, 

7. Itis nota merely rational and argumentative, 
but a divine compulfion, in the demonffration of 
the Spirit, and with power ; 1 Cor. 11. 4. My /peech, 
and my preaching was not with the mticing words of 
man's wifdom, but in demonftration of the Spirit, and 
with power; that your faith fhould not ftand in the 
wifdom of man, but in the power of God; that it 
might not bea merely rational faith, ftanding 
upon ahumanteftimony, or human reafoning, 
but adivine faith, ftanding upon a divine tefti- 
mony, a divine demonftration. Many have no 
other but a merely rational religion, anda faith 
grounded only upon rational arguments, | by 
the force.of which they are compelled to own 
and. acknowledge this or that gofpel-truth: ‘but 
what comes of that faith, when a better arguer 
appears on the other fide?) Down their faith 
muft go, that ftands upon fuch a fandy foun- 
dation as human wifdom and reafon.. You 
may get a poor illiterate man or woman, that 
never learned philofophy, nor any thing of the 
art of arguing, that will have a better faith, a 
firmer perfuafion of the ¢ruth as it 1s im Fefus, 
than. all thefe rational believers, and. learned 
Rabbies ever could be matters of. ~Why?. be- 
caufe thefe poor, unlearned, yet true believers, 
are Orodidaxro, taught of God; and the gofpel 
hath come to them, aot in word, but in power, and 
inthe Holy Ghoft, and with much affurance.... © 
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This, then, is'the compulfion that gofpel- 
minifters fhould aim at, in preaching and teach- 


ing, namely, thatat. be zm the demonfiration of the 


Spirit, and with power ; but without this, mens 
effays, and flourifhing harangues, whereby 
they think to compel men with the mere force 
and ftrength of their reafoning, will be found 
but a carnal weapon, not mighty through God, but 


- weak or unavailable; Not by firength, nor by might, 


but by my Seir1t, faith the Lord of hofis.. .Letus 
never expect, that the exterior, call in the mini- 
fry of the word. will ayail,- without the effiea- 
cious operation.of the Spiritof God: And there- 
fore, let us feek;to pray in the Spirit, and preach 
in the Spirit, that.through him we may do va- 
liantly, in conquering finners, and compelling 
them. ». Hence,+-04 b Bi toa 

8. It isnot a de/picable, lawle/s, and unwarrant- 
able, but an authoritateve compulfion. Go, fays 
the great Mafter, and compel them. It is in his 
name and authority, who is the great Aing zz 
Zion, that they aretodoit. As they areto deal 
with finners with all fincerity and earneftnefs, 
fo with all authority and boldnefs: both thefe 
are joined together, 2 Cor..v. 20.: Now then, we 
are ambaffadors for Chrift, as though God. did befeech 
you by us, we pray you m Chrift's flead, be ye reconcil- 
ed unto God. While.they prefent his bowels and 
compaffion, they are alfo to reprefent his au- 
thority, as ambafladors. for him. But, this 
leads to another queftion on this head. » | 

[2.] What power and authority doth this com- 
pulfion, they are warranted to ufe, import? .I 
think it imports all.that power and authority 
that belongs to them as the fervants and mini- 
fters of Chrift. . l cannot enlarge upon all the 
particulars here, that might be treated; I fhall 
only mention, what occurs. , 

The minifterial power is either that which 
they. have jointly, in conjunction. with one ano- 
ther, or that which they can exercifle /eparately, 
when invefted with, that facred office. | 

1., There,is a:power they have jointly, in, con- 
junction with one another, and with the other 
officers, or office-bearers in the church, ,when 
judicially met, and conftitute.as courts of Chrift; 
fuch as a power of ordaining mimifters, which is _ 
prefbyterial; Neglect not. the gift that is m thee, 
which was given ihee by prophecy, with the laying 
on of the hands of: the presbytery,:% Tim. lv. 14. — 
A power of di/cipline and government, they, being 
fuch fervants as are alfo rulers, and faid to have 
rule, Heb. xiii. 17. according tothe commiffion 
given unto them, Mat. xvi..59. and xvii. 18,— 
A power, hence refulting, of adminifring.ecclefi- 
aftical cenfures, excommumeations, &c. 5 clearing up 
marches wifely between the kingdom of Chrift, 
and the kingdom of Cefar.—A power of mak- 
ing laws for the good of the church, agreeable 
to the law of Chrift,.and relating to the orderly 
government of his houfe, that all things be done 
decently and in order.—They have no power, in- 
deed, or authority to do any thing againft the 
truth, but only for i, 2 Cor. xii. 8, 10.; and for 
the edification’ of the church.” When -their 
power is otherwife-employed, it is not fo be 
regarded, but to be reckoned void and null; as 
many pretended acts of judicatories in our day 
are *, - But this ecclefiaftical power of judica- 


tories, and courts of Chrift, lawfully conftitute, 


Hi * Tt is probable our Author here, | among other Acts, hath his eye upon. the Acts of Affembly, 1720, 1 722. condemning the Mar- 
row of Modern Divinity s the A& 1730. againft.recording Prote/tations ; the A&t 1732. concertiing Patronagey the A@ 1733. reftriG-_ 
ing minifterial freedom and faithfulne/ss the different Acts of the refpeétive judicatories, viz. Synod, Afflembly, and Commiffion, againft 


the Affociate Brethren. . Some of thefe affairs may be feen more fully laid open, Vol. I. p. 70, 149, 6355 636, 648, 661, 670. 
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is fufficiently exemplified, Ads xv. and xvi. 
where, notwithftanding the wrangling of thefe 
' that deviate to the Independent and Secfarian way, 
alledging, that the congregation of believers was 
equally the members of the court with the 


- apoftles and elders, becaufe fometimes the brethren 


are mentioned with them: I think, to me it 


feems unanfwerably evident, that the apofles 
and elders only were the conftituent members of ~ 


the court, by whofe judicial determinations a- 
lone the decrees of the court were rendered va- 
lid, whofoever elfe were prefent there as con- 
fenters or approvers. This, to me, I fay, is 
plain, in that, (1.). The queftion that was in 
hand was referred to none for decifion but to 
the'apofles and elders; A&ts xv. 2. They determined 
that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, 

Should go up to Ferufalem unto the apoftles and elders 
about this queftion. (2.) The apoffles and elders on- 
ly are mentioned as thefe that came together, to 
confider of that matter, ver. 6. (3.) The apoffles 
and elders only are they, by whom the decrees 
of the court are faid to be ordained, Aéts xvi. 4. 


But this by the bye.» aed Se 
. 2. There is a power and authority, here alfo 
imported, that minifters have, which they can 
and may exercife /eparately ; fuch as, not only 
in general, that of adminiftration of the word: 
andfacrament, Mat. xxviii. 19.; public preach- 
ing, praying, praifing, 1 Tim. il..1, 2, 3. Acts 
vi. 4. James v. 13. Col. iii..16.: but alfo parti- 
cularly, they have a power declaratory; to de- 
clare the whole coun/el of God. —A power inftructo- 
ry; to go and teach all nation. —A power hortatory ; 
to exhort, and to give much exhortation, as it is 
faid, Acts xx. 2.—A power reprehenfory ; to re- 
prove, as John did Herod, and to exhort and 
rebuke with authority, ‘Titus ii. 15.—A power re- 
futatory ; to refute error and herefy, to confute 
and convince gainfayers, Titus i. 9. and fhew them 
their fin.—A power mandatory; to command 
them in the name of the Lord, to turn from fin 

_ to God, through Chrift, by faith; for, This is 
' — his command, that we fhould believe in the name of his 
Son; and this command they are to give forth 
in his name.—Again, they havea power mina: 

_ tory; to threaten the unbelieving and impeni- 


and ¢ XC¢ pt yi 
They have a power | 
_ flee from the wrath to come.— They have a power 
confolatory; to: comfort the broken-hearted, and bind 
up their wounds.—They have a po | 
and folutory; that is, of binding and inna 


epent, ye fhall all likewife perifh. — 


ing to the threatenings or comforts of 


—A power de/ponfatory ; that is, as co- 
with Chrift and his Spirit; a power of 
ners to Chrift, J have efpoufed you to 
he-apoftle,.2 Cor.:xi. 2,—.A: 
of begetting them by 

‘e/us I have be- 


He that believeth not fball be damned; 


ower monitory; to warn them to. 


ower ligatory 


{peak of the end and defen of this compulfion, 
namely, To come in; Compel them to come in. I thall 
here only fhew, what I take to be the import 


of this coming in, in a few particulars: The - 
general import of coming in is believing in 


Chrift; who fo many times; in {cripture, calls 


finners to come to him, Come to meall ye that are 


weary; whofoever will, let him come; him that com- 
eth, I will in no wife caft out. » But more particu- 
larly, this coming in imports, 

1. That finners are without, otherwife they 
needed not be called to come in. Now, mini- 
fters being called to compel them to come in, 
is a warranting them to fhew, and to caufe 
them know, they are without doors. And this 
is the firft mean to be ufed for bringing in fouls, 
to convince them of" their eftrangement from 
God; their curfed ftate while without God, 
without his image, without his favour, with- 
out his fellowthip ; and that, being without a 
covering from his wrath, they are expofed to 
eternal death and damnation: that fo they may 
be compelled to cry out, What fhall we do to-be 
Javed?» What fhall we do to be houfed, and 
fheltered from the wrath of God. 

2. To come m, imports, That the door is open ; 
and to compel them to come in, is to caufe them 
to know, that there is an open door of accefs 
to God; that the door of faith is open to the 
Gentiles ;- the door of faith is opened by the 


_gofpel; the door of mercy is open; the door. 


of life and falvation, Life and immortality being 
brought to light by the gofpel; and that Chrift is 
the door, John x. 9. The door of the old cove- 
nant of works is a {hut door; the door of per- 
fonal righteoufnefs of ours, the door of Pagan 
morality, the door of natural endeavours, thefe 
are all fhut doors; there is no name under heaven, 
whereby any can be faved, but the name of Fefus: 


but this door is open; J am the door ; by me if any. 


man enter in, hé Jhall be Javed, and fball go in and 
out and find paflure:? ANY MAN, any perfon what- 
foever.. Hence, r 

3: Compel them to come im; it imports, a full war- 
rant to come; and a hearty welcome; and that mi- 
nifters mutt both warrant and welcome them. 
They are to warrant finners to. come in, by the 
command of their Lord and Matter; This is his 
commandment, that we fhould believe in the name of 
his Son Fefus Chrift, 1 John iii, 23. They are -to 
welcome them by his promife ; Him that cometh to 
me, Iwill in no wife caft out, John vi. 37. . 

4. Compel them to come in; imports, That, not- 
withftanding of the warrant and welcome they 
have to come in, yet finners will-have a /rong 


therefore the utmoft pains muft be taken with 
them to conquer their prejudices, and gain 
t 


averfion and unwillingne/s to come in; and that | 
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Sinners are to be taught, that they muft come 
in to his arms, which are /fretched out, even toa 
difobedient and gainfaying people, Rom. x. 31. That 
- they mutt come in to his heart and bowels, which 
yearn toward them, as they did toward Eph- 
raim; My bowels are troubled for him; Iwill furely 
have mercy upon him, faith the Lord, Jer. XXXi.' 20. 
That they mutt come in to his blood and righte- 
oufnefs, and come in to his grace and fulne/s. 

6. Compel them to come in; imports fomething 
they are to come in for, as well as what they 
are to come in ¢o: and fothey are to be taught 
the errand, as well as the olject of faith. Chrift 
is the objet, and falvation is the firft errand 
of faith. It is a recesving and refting upon Chrift 
alone for falvation: they are to come in for a feaf 
at his table; and furely falvation is a good feaft 
fora loft foul. They that are aliens, and with- 
out, are to come in for acquaintance with Godin 
Chritt; for, This zs life eternal, to know God and ‘Jefus 
Chrift whom be hath fent. They that are poor are 
to come in for riches, even Yurable riches and righ- 
teoufnef/s. They that are maimed are to come in 
for thefupply of all their defects, that, out of bis 

fulnefs, they may receive grace for grace. They that 
are halt are to come in for healing and frrength, 
that his grace may be fufficient for them, and his 
firength may be made perfect in their weaknefs: Then 
Shall the'lame man leap as an hart. ‘They that are 
blind are to come in for light and fight ; for, then 
the eyes of the blind fhall be opened. ‘They that are 
Ffraggling in the high ways and hedges are to 
come in for reft and fatisfaction in him, which 
they are in vain feeking among their lufts, and 
in the broad ways that lead to death and hell. 

In a word, finners are to be compelled to 
come in for life and happine/s ; for pardon of fin, 
for peace and reconciliation with God, and for 
all the privileges of the fons of God; to come 
and hear, that their fouls may live; to come and fee 
the falvation of God; to come and handle the word 
of life; to come and taffe that the Lord 1s gracious ; 
to come and fmell the fweet favour of the Ro/e 
of Sharon, that perfumes heaven and earth, and 
puts away the ftinking favour of fin and cor- 
ruption. And, in fhort, they muft be taught, 
that they may come in, and that they muff come 
in, and fhare with him in his grace here, and 
glory hereafter. _ Compel them to come in. 

7. It imports, That he is before them, ready 
to helpthem in, and totakethem in. Itis not 
compel them to go in, but to come in. We are 
not to require them to go where he is not, but 
to come in where he is, and where they {hall 
have his prefence, aid, and afliftance. Chrift’s 
invitations to finners by the gofpel are not go, 

- but come; come to me, and come with me; 


ay 
, 


sree 
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and would have them joined to him; and that ie. 


‘is moft intimate union to him, and communi-. 
on with him, he would have them brought ° 


into. Compel them to come in; it is not only to 
come to him by an out-fide profeffion, but to 
come in to him by faith. Though the people 
of the old world had come to theark,and taken 
hold of the outfide of it, they would have been’ 
wafhed away with the waters of the deluge ;. 


“none were fafe but thefe that came in.« Our 


fafety lies in coming in: and minifters muft | 


not reft till they get finners brought in, fo as | 


_to be joined to the Lord Jefus, and married to 
him. We are to compel them, faying, A// things 

are ready, come to the marriage, Mat. xxiv. 4. and 
thereupon to the marriage-fupper; Bleffed are 
they that are called tothe marriage-fupper of the Lamb, 
Rev. xix. 9. Minifters are warranted to court a. 
bride for their Mafter, and to compelfinners; by 
all means, to come in to him, and join hands 


with him, and join hearts with him.——So _ 


much for the zmport of this, Compel them to come in. 


Il. The.third general head propofed was, To 
{peak of the rea/on here given for this work, vz. 
That my houfe may be filled. This metaphorical 
expreflion, in a fuitablenefs to the parable, 
fuppofes that Chrift hath a houfe, and that his 
houfe mutt be filled. I-might here confider, 
1. What is his houfe? 2. What is the import of 


filling bis houfe? 3. How full his houfe /hould 


be. 4. Why his houfe mutt be filled. _ 

if, What is his houfe? By his howfe we may 
underftand his church and people, whether the 
church vifible or invifible. In feveral refpects 
they are called his houfe, where he dwells and 
refides; /ymbolically, by the external fymbols of 
his prefence-in the church vifible, Pfal. cxxxii. 
13, 14.3 and gracioufly and /piritually im the 
church invifible on earth; therefore called the 
habitation of God through the Spirit, Eph. ii. 22. and 
a /piritual houfe, 1 Pet. 2. 5. This houfe, in fcrip- 
ture, comes under feveral names and defigna- 


tions.—It is his plea/ure-houfe; for the Lord takes 
pleafure in his people; there he delights to dwetll— 


It is his ¢reafure-houfe: his people are his treafure 
and his portion; he gives out of his treafure 
there. —It is his magazine-houfe; being built for 


Serm. XC. 
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2dly, What is imported in jifing his houfe? 
That my houfe may be filled; that is, 
- +1. That the e/eé may be gathered in; Compel 
them to come in, that the election may obtain, as in- 
deed it fhall obtain; for, all that the Father hath 
‘given me, fhall come to me; and him that cometh, I 
will in no wife caft out. 
"2. That my honfe may be filled; that is, that my 
Jaimts may be gathered together, thefe who 
have made a covenant with me by facrifice, Pfal. 1. . 
And that they may gather themfelves together 
before the decree bring forth, before the day of the 
' Lord's anger come, that they may /eek righteou/ne/s, 


and feck mecknefs, fince in this way it may be they 
Shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger. This is. 


_ the call of God to his people, in fuch days of 
mee eied judgments as thefe are wherein we 
ive. 

3. That my houfe may be filled; that is, that the 
church vifible may be forted and fettled, united 
and cemented in one vifible profeffion: of the 
faith, after they have been fcattered and di- 
vided by wolves in fheep’s clothing, or by erro- 
neous and cruel fhepherds, that rule with force 
and with cruelty. ‘The Lord is calling his people, 
at this day, to fill this houfe, by gathering un- 
der his ftandard, who gathers the outcafts of Ifra- 
el mto one, that the church vifible may appear 
by their vifible profeflion of, and adherence to 
the truth and caufe of God, in oppofition to all 
that are making a vifible defection from it; 
and fo, inftead of being a true, vifible, reform- 
ing church, are vifible oppofers of any endea- 

_vours that fome are making towards Refor- 

mation. ~ 

4. That my houfe may be filled; that is, that the 
church triumphant may, in due time, be com- 
pleted, and all the manfions of glory may be 
filled up; for, in my Father's honfe are many man- 
fions ; and I go to prepare a place for you; and you 

_ mouft prepare for it, and muft, in my name, 

endeavour to prepare all, that are to be heirs of 
glory, for thefe heavenly manfions: and there- 
fore, compel them to come in, that my houfe may be 
filled; firft here below, and then above, that 
being once brought in, they may be brought up 
flairs, to the place where Iam, to be for ever 
with the Lord. ; 

3dly, How full /hould his houfe be? Why, he 
would have every corner, every feat, every 
chamber, and every ftory of his houfe filled. 

1. Every corner of his houfe fhould be filled, 

_there being all kinds of fupply for all kinds 

of finners; and, if I may fo exprefs it, a corner 
for every kind, an apartment for every fort of 
finners. As all kind of creatures had a place, 

a corner, or apartment in the ark; fo all forts 

of mankind finners, Gentiles as well as Jews, 
have a place or corner for them in his houfe, 
according to Peter’s vifion of a fheet, wherein 
were all manner of four-footed beafts of the earth, and 
wild beafis, and creeping things, and fowls of the air, 
Acts x. 12. reprefenting finners of all forts up- 
on earth, from all winds and airths, eaft, wett, 
‘north, and fouth, from whence his houfe is 
to be filled, Ha. xliii. 5, 6. He would have eve- 
ry corner of his houfe filled from every quar- 
ter of the habitable earth ; and, we hope, the 
time cometh when, according to his promife, 
the knowledge of the Lord fhall cover the earth, as 
the waters do the fea; andi that his dominion /hall 
extend from fea to fea, and from the river to the ends 
of the carth. Look to me all the ends of the earth, 
_ amd be faved, Ua. xlv. 22. > ees 
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2. Every /eat of his houfe fhould be filled; 


 Compel them to come in, that my houfe may be filled: 


that as there may be no empty corners, fo there 
may be noempty feat. There are feats in his 
houfe for every one, according to their rank, 
order, and ftation. A proper feat for the pafor, 
than whom, indeed, there is no higher officet 
in the church. A proper feat-for other officers, 
fuch as elders and deacons. And though the mi- 
nifterial office is a feat and ftation in the houfe 
of Chrift, fuperior to that of the people, yet 
there is no fuperiority in one paftor over ano- 
ther by divine appointment, but a comely pa- 
rity and equality as to office, whatever diffe- 
rence there may be as to gifts. And whatever 
pre-eminence the minifter hath, it is not a ma- 
gifterial dominion, but a pre-eminence of ad- 
miniftration, and of paftoral inftruétion and 
infpection. Now, that every feat of his hou/ée 
may be filled, his fervants are to compel them to 
come m, and take their feats; thefe who are fit 
for the minifterial ftation, to come in and take 
their place; thefe that are qualified for bein = 
elders and deacons, to come in, and take their 
places and pofts in his houfe. David chufeth 
to be a door-keeper in the houfe of God, rather than 
to dwell m tents of wickednefs, or to fit upon a 
throne of iniquity. 

3. Every chamber of his houfe mutt be filled. 
We read of the chambers of the king, Song 
1.4. The King hath brought me into his chambers: 
and all the Lord’s people are called to come in 
to the feveral chambers of his houfe, Ia. xxvi. 
20, 21. Come, my people, enter thou into thy cham- 
bers. Here we fhall tell you four forts of cham- 
bers in his houfe he will have filled. 

(1.) There are chambers of difinétion he wants 
to be filled, fo as we may not be mixed with, 
nor conform to the world ; Come out from among 
them, and be ye Jeparate, &c. 2 Cor. vi.17. Come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
plagues, Rev. xvii. 4. In a day of general de- 
fection we ought to fide ourfelves, by coming 
out from the corrupt part of a church, and 
teftify againft them: this is the way how faints 
in fcripture have overcome their enemies ; They 
overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their teflimony, Rev. xii.11. This is the way 
we are to diftinguifh ourfelves for the Lord, 
in declining times. 

(2.) There are chambers of defence in his 
houfe, which he would have filled, where we 
may be fafe in the worft and moft threatening 
times; The name of the Lord is a firong tower; a 
{trong chamber of ftrength, Prov. xviii. 10. 
Every perfection of God is a chamber of de- 
fence; Truft ye in the Lord for ever ; for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlafting firength. Every office of 
Chrift, every promifeof the covenantis a cham- 
ber. 

(3.) There are chambers of devotion in his 
houfe, he would have filled ;, Enter into thy clo- 
Jet, and when thou haft fhut the door, pray to thy 
Father whichis in fecret, and thy Father which feeth 
in fecret, fhall reward thee openly, Mat.vi. 6. There 
are chambers of public worfhip and devotion; 
focieties meeting for fpiritual edification ; cham- 
bers of family worfhip and devotion, every fa- 
mily apart; and chambers of fecret devotion, 
every perfon apart, like doves in the valleys, mourn- 
mg every one for bisown fins, as well as the fins of 
the land in general: he would have all thofe 
chambers filled. And, indeed, every chamber 
of your houfe fhould be a chamber of devo- 

t10on ; 
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tion; and fo far as it is fo, itis a part of the 
houfeofGod. Let every convenient apartment 
be a praying place; for, their hearts fhall hve 
that Jeek God. . 

_ (4.) There are chambers of action and bu/ine/s 
he would have filled. Chrift’s houfe is not on- 
ly a houfe of prayer, but a work-houfe, where- 
in we are to do fome things for God in our 
day and generation; Why ftand ye here all the day 
idle? Go, work to-day in my vine-yard. Mat. xx. 6. 
xxi. 28. ‘The Lord calls his people not only to 
pray, and cry to him, but alfo to action and 
diligence. When Ifrael were in great danger 
at the fide of the Red-Sea, and their enemies 


behind purfuing them, God fays to Mofes, 


Wherefore crief thou unto me? Speak to the people 
that they go forward. We are not only to cry, 
‘but to go forward to our work and fervice in 
our feveral ftations and places, as magiftrates, 
minifters, or people; every one to the work and 
duty of their ftation, that they may glorify 
God therein *. wh 
4. AAs every corner, every feat, every cham- 
ber, fo every frory of his houfe mutt be filled. 
There are two ftories of his houfe, the lower 
{tory upon earth, and the upper ftory in hea- 
ven; and he will have both filled: both the 


_ church militant and the church triumphant. 


They are but two ftories of the fame houfe; 
and hence all believers, that are faid to be come 
to mount Zion, the city of the living God, Heb. xii. 22. 
are faid alfo to be come to the heavenly Ferufalem, 
and to the innumerable company of angels, to the gene- 
ral affembly, and church of the firft-born, that are writ- 
ten in heaven; to God the judge of all, and to the fpi- 
rits of juft men made perfect. Why, who are come 


to this houfe? Even all believers in Chritt, 


who are faid, in the following verfe, to be 
come to Fefus, the mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of /prinkling, that fpeaketh better things 
than the blood of Abel. That every ftory of his 
houfe, therefore, may be filled, finners muft 
be compelled to come in. 

In a word, he will have his houfe fo full, 
that there may be no empty room. There is ac- 
cefs for finners as long as the fervants have oc- 
cafion to fay, So many are already come in, and 
yet there is room. ‘There is room for all the in- 
numerable number mentioned, Rev. vii. 9. out 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues. 
O that finners would come in! Let there be no 
empty corner, no empty feat, no empty cham- 
ber, no empty ftory of his houfe; for he would 
have all filled. Bs . 

4thly, Why; or for what rea/on muft his houfe 
be filled? I offer only thefe two reafons. 

1, The more full his houfe is, the more ad- 
vantageous to the guefts. Happy they that throng 
in to him, and fill his houfe.—The more full 


itis, the more w/éeful and helpful they are to one 
_ another: When they are converted, they frengthen 
their brethren.— The more full it is, the more 


it and heart/ome it is, while joining toge- 
prayer and praife: they are af 

\couraging to one another 
d the more enc 
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curfe, when it is faid, Behold your houfe is left 
unto you defolate and empty; but it is a-great 
bleffing when the houfe is full; full of guefts, 
and full of provifion for them: and truly in 


his houfe there is bread enough and to fpare. 


2. The more full the houfe is, the more glo- 
ry redounds. to the mafter of the houfe. The 
more God’s houfe is filled, the more and the 
greater revenues of praife will be paid to him 
by the inhabitants of it; for, bleffed are they that 


dwell in his houfe, they will befiill praifing bim, Pfal. 


Ixxxiv. 4. He will then have his houfe filled, 
that he may have many to fing forth the praife 
of his grace and mercy, power and pity, to all 
eternity. So much for the third general. 


head, wiz. the reafon afligned for the work, 
that his houfe may be-Jilled. oly rey fy es) 
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declared void and null, 
acknowledged. 


3- Hence fee the efficacy of the word and ordi- 
mances of God, when duly adminiftred in his 
name; Mat. xviii. 18. What/oever ye Shall bind on 
earth, fhall be bound in heaven; and what/oever ye 
Shall loofzon earth, fhall be loofed in heaven. Notice 
the powerand efficacy thereof from Mat. xxviii. 
18, 19, 20. Great is the power of the word of 
God, and of a gofpel-miniftry in the hand of 
the Spirit. It hath a power of illumination and 
direction, a power of conviction and converfion, 
a power of humiliation and confolation; The 
law of the Lord is perfeé, converting the foul; the 
teftimony of the Lord is fure, making wife the Simple ; 
the ftatutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart ; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eres ial. xix 8s 4 It is dangerous to defpife 
the word ; for, it is the power of God unto Jalva- 
tion. ‘é 
- 4. Hence fee the enmity of the world againft 
Chrift, that they mutt be compelled to come in to 
him; and confequently what hard work that 
of a gofpel-minifter is. If he be faithful to 
his truft, he cannot but meet with Oppofition 
from earth and hell. Minifters mutt lay their 
account with the contradiction of jfinners againft 
themfelves, and of being every where oppofed, 
every where Jpoken againf. If they be faithful, 
they muft be reckoned men of contention to the 
whole earth ; troublers of Irael; and fuch as turn the 
world upfide down. If their teftimony be faith- 
ful and honeft, it mutt torment them that dwell 
_ upon the earth ; and the earth will feek to torment 
them again, and to kill the witnefles: but they 
muft feek the ruin of Satan’s kingdom, and 
the repairing of Zion’s defolations; and the 
maintaining and defending the truth, however 
men and devils rage. 

5. Hence we may learn how culpable they are 
that frraiten the door, and hamper the call of the gof- 
pel, inftead of compelling finners to come in. The 
erroneous and legal teachers drive men in to 
themfelves, inftead of bringing them in to 
Chrift. They fay, in effect, there is no room 
for fuch and fuch finners in Chrift’s houfe;-no 
room for you that are not humble and peni- 
tent, and fo and fo qualified: no room for the 
poor, the maimed, the halt, the blind, the 
vagrant finner. How contrary is that ftrain of 
preaching to the defign of the gofpel, which is 
to compel thofe very finners to come in, whom 
the legal ftrain of doctrine would keep out and 
exclude? 

6. Hence fee the nature of faith ; it is a coming 
mas weare; poor, maimed, halt, blind, and wick- 
ed as we are, without tarrying and waiting for 
better qualifications, which we fhall never 
have till we come in to Chrift for them. Faith 
is expreffed in fcripture according to our natu- 
ral fituation, becaufe we are naturally high in 
- our own efteem; therefore it is-expreffed by a 
coming down; Come down, and fit in the duft, Vfa. 
xlvii. 1. Come down, Zaccheus ; falvation is come to 
thy houfe.— Becaufe we are naturally bw, and 
earthly in-our affections; therefore it is fome- 
times exprefied by a coming up; Who is this that 
cometh up from the wilderne/s leaning on ber Beloved? 
— Becaufe we are naturally far from God ; there- 
fore it is fometimes exprefled by a coming nigh ; 
He will be fanitified in them that come nigh to bim.— 
Becaufe we are naturally engaged in departing 
and back/liding from God; therefore it is called 
ew... I, 


and by no means to be 
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a coming back, and returning ; Return, ye back/liding 
children.— Becaufe we are within, as to fellow- 
fhip with the world; therefore it is called a 
coming out; Come out from among them, and be ye fe- 
parate.— And becaufe we are without, as to fel- 
lowfhip with God in Chrift; therefore it is cal- 
led a coming in; Compel them to come in. A gain, 
7. Hence fee that the church is Chrif’s houfe ; 
That my houfe may be filled. My wovuse; he is the 
Lord of the houfe. The /aw of the houfe is 
Chrift’s law; and therefore muft not be violat- 
ed. The ordinances of the houfe are Chritt’s or- 
dinances; and therefore muft not be abufed. 
The fervants of the houfe are Chrift’s fervants ; 
and therefore muft not become the fervants of 
men, OY men-pleafers in any way that is difpleafing 
to Chrift. They are not the fervants of Chrift, 
when they become the fervants of kings, to 
read and proclaim their as and laws, that 
difagree with the acts and laws of heaven a: 
they are not the fervants of Chrift, if they be- 
come the fervants of patrons and great men, to 
the oppreflin g of Chrift’s little ones in his houfe 
and family. The fervants of the houfe mutt 
be Chrift’s fervants; the children of the houfe 
are Chrift’s children: and therefore muft not 
be robbed of their fpiritual privileges. ‘The 
courts of the houfe are Chrift’s courts; and 
therefore muft not be employed againft him, 
fo as toeftablith mmquity by a law, otherwife they 
can have no fellow/hip with him; nor ought we 
to have'fellowfhip with them.—The govern- 
ment of the houfe is Chrift’s appointment, as 
Lord of the houfe; and therefore muft not be 
invaded or inverted, defpifed or difparaged. 
Some cry up the dotrine, and cry down ‘the 
government of Chrift’s houfe; but there is a 
doctrine of the word concerning the govern- 
ment of the church: and therefore, if they had 
a due refpect unto the whole do¢trine of Chritft’s 
houfe, they would fhew refpeét to the govern- 
ment of his houfe alfo. Prefbyterial church- 
government, as founded on the word of God, 
is a part of Scotland’s covenanted Reformation: 
and, unlefs thefe that have proféfled themfelves 
to be Prefbyterians, can now prove, that Prefby- 
tery is fintul and unlawful, and difagreeable 
to the word of God, they muft acknowledge 
that our National Covenants are binding in this 
matter, as well as in other do¢trines: and, in- 
deed, if a covenant with God, ‘in things law- 
ful, be not binding, then no covenant ever was. 
8. Hence fee what a heavy and lamentable 
matter it is, when Chrif’s houfe is empty. What 
a pity is it, that his houfe:' fhould be empty, 
who is fuch a kind and liberal Lord, that he ' 
loves not to have an empty houfe? Nothing 
is more difpleafing and difhonouring to him, 
than to fee his houfe empty of incomers, and 
few thronging in to it. He looks upon his 
houfe as a defolate houfe, ‘when it is empty of 
comers, that come in by the door; and full of thieves 
and robbers, that come not in by the door, but climb 
up fome other way. Hence it is one of the hea- 
vieft dooms he pafles againft a church, when he 
leaves it empty and defolate, becaufe of their 
unbelief, in not coming in to him at his call; 
O Ferufalem, Ferufalem, how often would I have ga- 
thered thy children? &c. but ye would not! Bebold, 
your houfe is left unto you defolate, Matth. xxiii. 37. 
Heavy is the cafe of a church, when it is left 


empty of found profeflors, empty of faithful 


minifters, empty of pure ordinances, empty of . 
. ; precious 
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precious influences ;. fuch emptinefs and defo- 
lation is a heavy doom; and when it 1s left in 
the hands of robbers, that rob Chrift of his 
honour, and the royalties of his crown and 
dignity, and rob his people of their rights and 
privileges; then his houfe comes to be alienat- 
ed from him, as it were, to them, fo as to be 
no more his houfe, but theirs; Behold your hou/e 
is left to you defalate. Wo to that church that is _ 
given up of Chri, and left into the hands of 
enemies and robbers! What will they do with 
the doctrine, difcipline, and government of 
the church, but rob on, and raze on to the 
foundation? fy 
9. Hence fee, that it is a matter of praife and 
thankfulnefi, and a great mercy in declining 
times, when there is amy to come in and fill 
his houfe, that it be not altogether left empty. 
It is a mercy if there is a remnant, that keep 
up the name of his houfe, and favour the duft 
of Zion; Pfal. cit. 13, 14. Except the Lord of hofts 
had left us a very fall remnant, we had been as So- 


dom, and been made like unto Gomorrah, Some cry _ 


out, O divifion, divifion; fuch and fuch men ’ 
are for nothing but fchifm and divifion! But 
when defection becomes general, then divifion be- 
comes a neceffary duty, and a great mercy ; other- 
wife all would run down into the gulf of de- 
feétion together, making peace, and pretenfions 
to brotherly-love, a GRaveE for burying all zeal 
for God, and his truths and interefts. If Chrift’s 
houfholders have not. /alt in themfelves, as he 
commands, Mark ix. so. how can they have 
peace one with another, unlefs it be a peace 
without the falt of truth, like the peace of a 
dunghill, where every particle doth but corrupt 
another? Peace without truth being but a con- 
federacy againft heaven; fufpect their honetfty 
who cry out, O the /chi/m and divifion of the day! 
but never a word of the corruptions and defections 
thereof. Who are.the /chi/matics and dividers in 
Scotland? Thefe that adhere to the covenanted 
Reformation thereof, founded on the word of 
God, or thefe that.are razing a covenanted work 
of Reformation to the ground*? Suppofe a 
company walking on a road.by the fide of a 
ditch, moft of them fall into the ditch, and 
then cry to their fellows, If.ye come not here, 
and join with us, we will charge you with 
{chifm and divifion; how ridiculous would 
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thers are going out by the door of defection 
and apoftafy; and, perhaps, Chrift hath fome 
difciples among them, to whom he is faying, 
Will ye alfo go away? — May the Lord awake all 
the virgins that are afleep in our day. fs 
10. Hence fee the duty, both of miniflers and 
people. The duty of minifers, and their work: 
their work is not only driving work, while they. 
preach the law as a /choolmafler to lead to Chrift ; 
but it is alfo drawing work, while they preach 
the gofpel of Chrift, who was lifted up to draw 
men to him by his love and grace. Their work 
is winning work, feeking to win fouls to Chrift, 
compelling them to come m. And their work is 
filing work, that their Mafter’s hou/e may be filled; 
that every corner, every feat, every chamber, | 
every ftory of his Hhoufe may be filled. As long 
as the gofpel is preached, his houfe is a-filling ; 
and as long as there is room in his houfe, there 
is work for the minifter; his work is never o- 
ver, fo long as his Mafter’s houfe is empty ; - 
Compel them to come in, that my houfe may be filled. 
Further, their duty is, as the context points 
out, ahi ae pa . 6 
(1.) To go out, ver. 21. into the wide world, 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the gofpel toevery 
creature, Mark xvi. 15. And, as they muft go 
out to the world, fo they muft go out of the 
world, and out of themfelves. 
€2.) To go out quickly, ver. 21.; to lofe no time, 
for finners are in hazard of perifhing eternal-— 
ly: and we muft haften to pull them as brands 
out of the burning; Now zs the accepted time ; 
now is the Spirit promifed. . sf trols 
(3.) To. let them know we are in earneft for 
our Mafter; and endeavour ‘not to tickle their 
fancy, but to touch their heart; tocompelthem 
by importunity, and take no refufal. : 
(4.) However many have ‘come in, we are 
to tell them, That yet there is room for more; 
and, that Chrift’s heart is open, and his riches 
inexhauftible; and, that in his howe there is 
bread enough, and to fpare. ree ees 5 
(5.) The zeal of his houfe muft eat us up; 
for our concern muft be, that his houfe be fil- 
led; the number of the elect muft be com- | 
pleated, and the reft left inexcufable; Al/ that 
the Father hath given him, fhall come to him; yea, 
thefe he muft bring, and they fhall hear his voice. 
Let this encourage us when many believe’ 
HotsTauet A . cig saeee 
(6.) We mutt fhew them the danger of refuf- _ 
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and yet thereis roont.,. Minifters muft give account 
of the fuccefs of their miniftry; they muft give 
account of what they do, and how it profpers: 
they mutt do it mow at a throne of grace; if 
they fee the travel of their foul, they mult go to God 
with their thanks ; and if they labour in vain, they 
muft go to God with their complaints. They 
mutt give account hereafter alfo, at the judg- 
ment-feat of Chrift, they will be brought as 
witnefles againft thefe that perfift, and perifh 
in their unbelief, to prove that they were fairly 
invited ; and as witnefles for thefe that, through 
grace, accept of the call; Behold I, and the chil- 
dren which the Lord hath given me. The apoftle 
urges this, as.areafon why people fhould give 
ear to the word fent to them by his fervants ; 
For they watch for your fouls, as thefe that muft give 
account, Heb. xiii. 17. 

(8.) Minifters muft be as he-goats before the 
flock, by a good example and compel them to come 
im; to come, not to goin without us; but to 
go in, fo as we go in with them, or go in be- 
fore them. Minifters little need to be as the 
carpenters that built the ark for others, and 
yet were drowned themfelves; that preach the 
gofpel to others, and yet themfelves to be catt- 
aways: people have eyes to fee what we do, 
and how we walk, as well as ears to hear what 
we fay, and how we fpeak. : 

Again, hence fee the duty of people that hear 
the gofpel. Have minifters authority to com- 
pel you to come in, that ourLord’s houfe may 
be filled? Then, O Sirs, be perfuaded to come 
in; come in to our Lord Jefus; and if youhave 
any objection, any averfion, or unwillingnefs, 
O! fuffer yourfelves to be compelled. Do not 
refift the minifterial compulfion that. God is 
pleafed to make ufe of; furely willing fouls 
are welcome, when thefe that are unwilling 
mutt be compelled. If God hath made you 
willing, itis well; the day of power hath made 
you fo: if you be prefently willing, perempto- 
- rily willing, pleafantly willing, and univerfally 
willing; prefently willing, without offering 
todelay; peremptorily willing, faying, I muft 
havehim, or! perifh; pleafantly willing, con- 
tent joyfully to fell your all for the pearl of 
great price; and univerfally willing, willing 
to have Chritt in all his offices; to be a Saviour 
to fave you from fin, as well as to fave you from 
hell: I fay, if you be made willing, and can be 
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achive in coming, the willing foul is the wel-' 


come foul. Butif you find difficulties and ob- 
jections, and cannot be active; then, oh! yield 
yourfelf pafive, if you cannot be fo active as to 
come in without compulfion, then yield your- 
- felf paffive; that is, willing to be compelled 
and drawn in: do not refift the Holy Ghoft, and 
his drawing motions and influences; do not 
 refift the call of the gofpel; but lay yourfelf 
open to be compelled, that is, to be convinced, 
to be converted, to be turned, to be perfuaded, 
to be exhorted, to be entreated to come in, that 
our Lord’s houfe may be filled. 

_Q! come in, poor finner; let me compel you 
to come in to Jefus Chrift, who is ready to 
welcome you into his houfe and heart, both 

at once. Come in, how? O come in believing; 
and, if you cannot believe, come in looking to 
the author of faith, faying, Lord, I believe ; help 
thou mine unbelief. Come in repenting of all your 
former fins: and, if you cannot repent, come 


& 


looking.to Chrift, as exalted to be a Prince and. 


a Saviour, to give repentance and remiffion of 


1ik 

fins. Come in praying: and if you cannot 
pray, come to him looking for the Spirit of 
grace and fupplication promifed in the gofpel. 
Come in running: and if you cannot run, 
feek that he may draw you, faying, with the 
fpoufe, Draw me, we will run after thee. 

By what arguments fhall I compel you to 
come in? There are fome awful arguments I 
might make ufe of. 

1. Confider, enemies are coming in upon you 
like a flood; and what will become of you if 
you come not in to Chrift? The floods will 
drown you, if you get not into the ark: a 
flood of errors is coming in, which is like to 
drown your foul in perdition: a flood of defec- 
tion and corruption is coming in, and is come 
in already; and you will be carried away in 
the flood, if you come not in to Jefus: a flood 
of wrath is coming in; Oh! confider the cir- 
cumftances of the day we live in: God is in 
arms againft Britain and Ireland, for breach 
of covenant and perjury ; though Scotland and 
England had walls reaching up to the heavens, 
and navies covering the ocean, and though 
France and Spain were both ileeping; yet God 
hath a controverfy, which he will plead; for 
he fays, Shall not my foul be avenged on fuch a nati- 
on as this? 

But, though God had no controverfy with 
the church and land in general, yet he hath 
fomewhat againft thee in particular: O man, 
woman, that haft never yet clofed with Chrift 
and come to him; you are under condemna- 
tion by the law, as long as you have not be- 
lieved the gofpel.. May I compel you by the 
curfe of the law you are under, to cry out, Oh! 
what fhall I do to be faved? \f you faw your need 
of Chrift, and the everlafting wrath you ly o- 
pen to, while you are out of Chrift, you would 
cry out more than a dying man ever did. for 
a phyfician, or a drowning man for a boat. 
What! are you content to ly, and die under 
that everlafting wrath of the everlatting God? 
Knowimg the terror of the Lord, we would perfuade 
men to come in to Chrift. Alas! a is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the hving God! But, 

2. I would rather compel you by the dlefings 
of the gofpel: and, O that God himfelf would 
draw you, with the cords of love and of grace! 

Confider therefore, O finner, that the call 
is unto you ; To you is the word of this falvation 
Jent. Weare required to go out and bring in, 
ver. 21. of this.chapter where the text les, Go 
out quickly into the fireets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, 
and the blind: go out, and preach the gofpel to e- 
very creature. And now, in providence, we are 
come out, as far as this place, to compel you 
to enter in. You that are poor, come in and 
be enriched: — You ‘that are maimed, come in 
and be fupplied.— You that are salt, come in 
and be.reftored.—You that are bind, come in 
and be enlightened.—You that are wandermg 
in the high ways, and running in the broad 
way to hell, come in and be faved both from 
fin and wrath.— You that never came to Chrift 
before, O come in now; whatever you have 
been. formerly ; whatever attrocious crimes 
you have been guilty of; yet all bygones {hall 
be bygones, if you come in this day; From this 
day will be blefs you: 1£ you come in this hour, 
from this hour will he blefs you: and, O may 
this-be the happy hour when the dead fhall bear 
the voice. of the Son of God ; and they that hear fhall 
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live. — You that fancy ye have come in to Chritt 
formerly, and yet may be deceiving yourfelves, 
and debarring yourfelves from believing, by 
the notion you are believers already ; O come, 
and make it fure work: come and take a bet- 
ter grip of Chrift, a fafter grip than ever, fuch 
as death itfelf fhall not loofe.— You that are 
young, come in, and get grace to remember 
your Creator, and grace to be early feekers of 
him, who fays, [love them that love me, and they 
that feek me early hall find me.—You that are old, 
come in to Jefus, and get your gray hairs 
crowned with righteoufnefs, that, when death 
comes, you may be among the blefled dead that 
die in the Lord.— You that came here only to 
gaze upon ftrangers, O come in, and ye fhall 
get a view of the King in his beauty.— You that 
came here to fatisfy your curiofity, come in, and 
ye fhall get fatisfaction to your fouls, and food 
to your heart, and not to your fancy only.— 
You that came here for fome trifling reafon, like 
Saul going to feek his Father's affes, fome car- 
nal beaftly errand or other, O come in, and 
ye fhall get a kingdom before you go; for, He 
that believeth on the Son, hath everlafting hfe-—You 
that came here to mock, and to /corn, O come in 
to Jefus, who fays, How long, ye fimple ones, wilt 
ye love fimphcity, and fcorners delight im fcorning ? 
Turn ye at my reproof; and I will pour out my Spirit 
unto you; Iwill make known my words unto you.— 
You that come here under the heavy load of 
the guz/t of fin, O come in, and get pardoning 
grace ; God’s indemnity is offered unto you; 
I, even I, am he that blotteth out thine iniquity, for 
mine own name's fake. —You that came here un- 
der the power of fin, and the pollution of it, O 
come in, and get fanctifying and purifying 
grace; for, here isa fountain opened for fin and 
jor uncleanne/s.—You that came here, and know 
“not:for what you came, O come in to Jefus, and 
ye fhall know wherefore he brought you here 
in his providence: ye fhall know, whatever 
your defigns were, that God had a defign of 
mercy in it to you.— You that came here only 
to fee a miniffer ordained, in thefe extraordinary 
circumftances of the church, O come in; we 
would compel you to come in to Chrift, and 
ye fhall fee.a greater fight, and a more extra- 
ordinary ordination ; ye fhall fee Chrift ordain- 
ed of the Father to be a Minifter and a Saviour 
‘unto you; a Prophet, Prieft, and King for you; 
for, Him hath God the Father fealed.—You that 
came here only to get a mimifter among? you, O 
‘come in, come in, and get the beft minifter 
-firft, our Mafter to be your minifter. Take 
Chri firft, and then Paul and Apollos are yours: 
fing with him. | 
~ Confider again, for compelling you to come 
in, that every door of his houfe is open to you 


the door, fays Chrift; and in this everlafting 
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ye fhall then have the minifter, and God’s blef | 


to come in, that his houfe may be filled; Zam_ 


el this door is opened, and there is no im-- 
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opened to you in the walley of Achor: the door 
of life is opened to you that are dead finners; 
O come in that you may have life: the door of 
pardon is open to you that are guilty finners: 
the door of peace is opened to you that are re- 
bels; Chrift hath received gifts for men, even for 
the rebellious: the door of /anctiication is opened 
to you that are polluted finners ; The blood of 
Chrift cleanfeth from all fin; and he is made of God to 
you fanctification: the door of faith is opened to 
you, faithlefs finner; Chrift is the author of 
faith, as well as the object of it; O come in‘ 
and get grace to believe: the door of repentance 
is open to you, impenitent, hard-hearted fin- 
ner; Chritft zs exalted to give repentance: the door 
of falvation is open to you, loft finner; Chrift 
came to feek and to Jave that which was lof: the 
door of con/olation is open to you, dejected fin- 
ner; come in to him, who is the con/olation of 
Jrael: the door is opened to you that do not 
think, and cannot think it 1s open to you ; My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, faith the Lord; for 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, fo are my 
thoughts higher than your thoughts, and- my ways 
than your ways. - PS eee 9 
Our mafter’s houfe is like the New Jerufa- 
lem, that hath three gates to every airth, Rev. 
xxl. 13. On the eaft three gates, on the weft three 
gates, on the fouth three gates, and on the north three 
gates; and all the gates of his houfe are open. 
Where dwell you, man, woman? In Scotland, 
or in England? In the eaft, or in the weft? In 
the north, or in the fouth? O come in, come 
in; for the gates are open to you; J will bring 
thy feed from the eaft, and gather thee from the weft: 
I will fay to the north, Give up; and to the fouth, 
Keep not back ; bring my Jons from far, and my daugh- 
ters from the ends of the earth, Vfa. xiii. 5. If you, 
or any of you, go away thinking or faying, _ 
that there was not a word faid to you, I take 
all the four quarters of heaven, eaft, weft, 
north, and fouth, to witnefs, that you are cal- 
led to come in. . i eee 
This is the firft offer that ever the prefent 
fpeaker made of Chrift to the moft part of you, | 


-and it is like it may be the laft. It is the firft 


fight that ever we all had of one another, and 
it is like we fhall never hear or fee one ano- 
ther again, till it be before the awful tribunal 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, when he comes in the 
clouds of heaven: and, in the view of that aw-' 
ful day of judgment, I would now compel 
‘you to come in to him, who will then fay to 
the wicked, Depart from me, ye curfed; but now 
is on a throne of grace, faying, Come to me, 
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of your regrad? Yet a little while, and’ time 
thall be no more; and, if time be gone before 
you come in, in vain will you cry, Oh! call time 
again. Whatra terrible fting will that reflecti- 
on give you, Alas! I had once a fair call to 
come in to Chrift, but I flighted it! I had con- 
victions of fin, but I crucified them" I had 
warm defires to come to Chrift, but I quenched 
them, by returning to my lufts, and finful di- 
verfions! Oh! what madnefs poffefles me, that 
I did not accept of Chrift as well as others; 
that I refufed Chrift, and choofed perifhing 
vanities? Pest aye 
- Confider, and be compelled to come in, by 
the greatne/s of the grace of that God, whofe or- 
ders we are executing, when we endeavour, in 
his name, to compel you to come in. The 
word of a God is a compelling word. The 
poor man that fpeaks to you cannot compel 
you; but the God that {peaks by him can. 
And, if you can hear this word, not as the word 
of men, or of the poor worm that is {peaking 
to you, but, as it is indeed, the word of God; if 
you can believe, that God is {peaking to you, 
then the word will work effectually in you that 
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fo believe. O Sirs, could you believe, that 
this Almighty fpeaker is prefent, {peaking to 
you, you would hear a found of omnipotent 
power in his word going through your heart. 

What! is the power of the Spirit to be ex- 
pected to go along with the word, in this day 
of clouds and darknefs, in this day of fhaking 
and commotion? Yea, he can make the clouds 
his charwts for riding in to your heart. He 
hath faid, He will /hake all nations, and the defire 
of all nations hall come. And, even in the midft - 
of thefe fhaking times, he is coming to you in 
this kind offer of himfelf; and fhall we not 
hope he is coming to fome in the power of his 
Spirit? For the gracious offer of the gofpel is 
the channel, wherein the powerful influences 
of the Spirit run. Oh! {hall any heart here re- 
fift the grace and kindnefs of Chrift, faying, 
Come in. He doth not fay, Go in without me, 
but come in to me; importing, if you would 
gladly come, and want my help, there is my 
helping hand. ba! 

May the Lord himfelf effectually perfuade 
you, and compel you to come in, that his houfe may 
be filled. | : 
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Direéted more efpecially to the united Societies in and about Morbottle and Stitchel, upon 
~ occafion of the much lamented Death of the Rev. Mr. Joun Hunrer, lately ordained Mini- 
* fter among them; and at whofe Ordination the foregoing Sermon was preached. 


8 Ny DEAR FRIENDS, 
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2 ges IS awful difpenfation of providence, in 
_&~ the fpeedy removal of this worthy paftor, 
cannot but be moft afflicting to all the Lord’s 


pee through the land, that ever enjoyed the 


enefit of hearing the joyful found of the glo- 
rious gofpel out of his pleafant, edifying lips; 
but more efpecially to you, that had the pro- 
{pect of enjoying the advantage of his fixed 


 miniftry among you, and who are fo quickly 


pes 


me 


bereaved of fuch a bleffing. To you the ftroke 
mutt be very heavy and fmarting. . 
_ He was indeed a burning and /hining ight, that 


burnt fo faft, and fhone fo bright, it is the 


lefs to be wondered at that he did not burn 


and fhine long. The precious oy] that was in 
this lamp, being once ea by a licence to 
preach, burnt fo intenfely, that the lamp it- 
felf behoved to wafte: for, befide the appoint- 
ments that were laid upon him, after his li- 
, and before his ordination amongft you, 


dination; however, you ought to adore that 
holy providence, that made fuch a bright ftar 
to fhine among you, though but a little. He 
that hath the flars in his right-hand, may give or 
take them when he pleafes. a 

It was; no doubt, a great lofs to the genera- 
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den manner, which fcrews up the trial to a 
very great height, in the holy, wife, and ado- 
rable providence of God. 

It is more than probable there will be vari- 
ous commentaries upon, and interpretations 
people will make of this trying, and afflictive 
providence, according to their various fenti- 
ments concerning the public differences of the 
times. Many are apt, too foon, too rafhly and 
hattily, to explain the works of the Lord, which 

_yet remain inexplicable, till the vifion, which 

“is for an appointed time, {peak out the myfte- 
ry, and explain the mind and defign of God 
therein: What I do thou knoweft not now, fays 
Chrift; but thou /hall know hereafter. 

Mean time, till the mind of the Lord more 
fully appear, let all murmuring and mutinous 
thoughts be filenced by thefe two following 
confiderations. 

if, Confider the fovereignty of God, and his 
abfolute dominion over you, and all his crea- 

_ tures, as the potter hath over the clay. It is 
the Lord that giveth, and the Lord that taketh; and 
therefore we are to fay, Bleffed be the name of the 
Lord. \t is the Lord, who can do us no wrong, 
and who hath undefervedly done us much 
good; Let him do to us what feemeth good in his 

fight. Let not too much thoughtfulnefs about 
your affliction and lofs divert you from an 
humble enquiry at this fovereign Lord, what 
he aims at by this difpenfation? What he 
would have you to learn out of it? What he 

_reproves and contends with you for? What he 
would have amended in you? What he would 
have you weaned from, and mortified to? You 
may humbly afk him, What he would have 
youtodo? And what he means by this hard be- 
ginning; that you, who were firft provided in 
this manner, fhould be firft laid defolate? That 
the Lord fhould feem to give you, in his pro- 
vidence, a deliverance from the bondage and 
oppreflion of church-judicatories, and yet, on 
a fudden, withdraw the deliverance, and in+ 
creafe your grief. You may think, Can fuch 
a cafe be exemplified in {cripture? While ma- 
ny, through the land, are of the mind,- that 
the Aflociate Prefbytery are raifed up of the 
Lord, in his holy providence, to give fome re- 
lief to his opprefled people-in Scotland: now, 
here is one inftance, in the entry of their or- 
daining work. Some relief was thought'to 
have been given, but behold it is blown up; 
we are in as great ftraits as ever, and our 
grief is doubled. God hath not fmiled upon 
the means of deliverance that have come this 
way. 
:- My dear friends, if you fearch your Bible, 
you will fee how God may, by fuch fovereign 
fteps as this, be even carrying on his great 
work of delivering. Mofes was fent todeliver 
Ifrael out of their Egyptian bondage, Exod: 
iii. 7,—10.; but, behold, inftead of prefent de- 
liverance, on a fudden, their hopes are dafhed, 
their bondage is increafed, and they come 
crying to Mofes and Aaron faying, The Lord 
look upon you, and judge, &c. Ye have put a fword 
in their hands to flay us. Wherefore Mofes return- 
ed to the Lord, faying, Wherefore haf? thou fo evil 
entreated this people? Why is it that thou haft fent me? 
Thou haft not delivered thy people at all, ¥xod. v. 
21, 22, 23. Yet how glorioufly God delivered 
in the iffue, the facred hiftory fhews. ‘Now, 
after this one inftance is adduced, let none, in 
their commenting upon the providence that 
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hath befallen you, conclude, that your cafe is 
defperate, and that the work, which the Lord 
wrought among you, in beginning your de- 
liverance, was not of God; becaufe your hope- 
ful profpect was fo fuddenly dafhed. Nay, 
what if, from fuch inftances as that I have 
mentioned, it look more like the very way of 
our fovereign God, in delivering his people 
from their thraldom? 

2dly, Confider the infinite wifdom of God, that 
knows much better what is good for you, than 
you yourfelves do. He knows what to be moft 
needful for you, which you may judge to be 
moft hurtful and dreadful: to this purpofe 
you-may put a remark upon the words of 
Chrift to his difciples, John xvi. 7.; where, 
having fpoken of his /eaving them, wpon hear- 
ing of which, Sorrow had filled their heart; he 
fays, Neverthele/s, I tell you the truth, it 1s expedi= 
ent for you that I go away. What! (might the 
fhallow wifdom of the difciples fay) can that 
be true, that it is good and expedient for us, 
that our great Lord and Mafter go away from 
us? This is a thing that hath the moft, dread- 
ful afpect. What will become of us if he leave 
us? It feems utterly impoffible to us, that this 
can be for our good and advantage. Nay, but 
fays he, who is truth itfelf, and who is the 
wifdom of God, J tell you the truth, it is expedi- 
ent for you that I go away. Now, could the lofs 
of the great Matter’s prefence be made up? and 
could his departure be needful and expedient 
for them and us? And will you think it ftrange, 
if he be faying to you, with refpect to a fervant, 
however eminent, It is expedient for you, that 
he fhould be taken away? God can do no 
needlefs thing: even when what he does is 
awful, yet fll it is needful. Whenever we are 
in heavinefs, through any or many trials, it 
is always and only 2f need be, 1 Pet. i. 6. And 
if ye, at prefent, are in heavinefs, through 
this awful blow of his hand, you may be fure 
it was needful: though you cannot fee it, in- 
finite wifdom knows the neceflity and expedi- 
ency thereof. And, if you ftand in need of what 
you are tryfted with, in all its fad and forrow- 
ful circumftances, which muft be the cafe, 
fince God, that cannot he, hath faid it, furely 
you ought to fubmit to his pleafure, which 


hath your profit infeparably joined with’ i, 


Heb. xii. ro. Nor have you reafon to complain 
of God’s ordering that for you, whereof you 
ftand in need, even the quick removal of fuch 
a precious and defirable paftor: for, if you did 
but exceed in Overvaluing or doting too much 
upon him, and in reckoning yourfelves hap- 


py in having him, as Micah did in another - 


cafe, Judges xvii. 13. It was needful, that by 


his being taken away, you’ fhould be made. 


to fee, that your good and happinefs lay elfe- 
where, and be brought to a blefled neceffity of 
crying more ardently than‘ever, with the tear 
of godly forrow in the eye‘of faith, to our glo- 
rious Lord and Matter, CHRisT, that he himfelf 
may come and fill up the room that he hath 
made void. And, indeed, it is a great vacuity, 
that he, Jn whom dwells all the fulne/s of the God- 
bead, cannot fill. A few moments of his gra- 
cious prefence, anda few drops of his {pecial 
love, is fufficient to fill up the greateft void, that 
is made by the* removal of the choiceft, and 


moft defirable of all earthly comforts: “ And | 


“happy they, as one fays, who, when they 
“ Jofe any near friend, or dear idol they are 
Waters gay ~ fond 
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“ fond of, are helped of God to make Jefus 
“ Chrift fucceed to it as its heir, by taking that 
lofs as a {ummons to transfer and fettle their 
whole love on him, as the object incompar- 
ably worthy of it; he bein g altogether lovely, 
and infinitely more amiable and fairer than 
the fons of men.” Say not, There is no forrow 
lke our forrow, no trial likeours; and if it had 
been any thing but this, wecould have born it; 
for your heavenly Father fees that this, even 
this very cup, with all its bitter ingredients, 
‘was fit to be given you to drink; and that this, 
this very trial, in all its heavy circumftances, 
was neceflary for you, even the fudden death 
of a lately fettled minifter among you: might 
not the Lord fee itneedful for you, thus to cor- 
rect you for your former iniquities? And need- 
ful that, after fo many fweet fermons he had 
preached toyou, before and after his ordination, 
you fhould have this one very bitter fermon, 
to help you, through grace, the better to digeft 
the former? Might he not fee it needful for 
you, that, before his departure, he {hould be 
brought into a paftoral relation with you, that 
not only his widow and fatherlefs children, 
being thus intitled to a fhare of your kind and 
generous concern, you might have occafion to 
thew it, fo far.as.that may be requifite; but 
alfo, that you, in particular, might have the 
Apecial benefit of a louder fermon by his death, 
than ever you Bad from him in his life. And 
af this laft and loudeft fermon be blefled and 
fanctified to you, for awakening you to. feek 
the Lord more earneftly, and for compelling you 
to come into him.more ipeedily, then it will be 
{weetly verified in your experience, that zt was 
expedient for you; that he fhould be taken away. 


oe 


¢ 


_ WueEN you fo earneftly entreated the pub- 
lifhing of the foregoing Ordination-/ermon, \ fup- 
pofe you little expected, that.it would need to 
be fubfcribed, as it were, with a Funeral-fermon: 
but, fince holy providence hath made this-ad- 
dition to that exercife not unfuitable, I hope it 
fhall not, though in this rude and unexpected 
addrefs to you, be unacceptable, notwithftand- 
ing the occafion be mournful: as I would there- 
fore prefume, thatthe preceding confiderations 
fhall not be. reckoned unfeafonable, and hope 
they will be duly pondered by you; fo I fhall 
conclude this difcourfe to’ you with fome: ad- 
vices fuitable, I think,, to the prefent occafion. 
. d. Think notftrange that your minifter fhould 
du, and be fo quickly called away. As the 
prophets do not /ve for ever, Zech. i. 5.; fo they 
may, live, but a very fhort while: for fome:may 
be called.to work but one hourin God’s vineyard, 
and yet be rewarded equally, with thofe that 
have wrought the whole day, Mat. xx. 12. Some 
may think, that, if any could be exeemed from 
death and a dark grave, it fhould be they who 
-are the lights of the world; that, if any fhould 
_.efcape.the houfe of filence, it fhould be they 
who are to convey the joyful found of the gofpel 
tothe. ears of men: but. yet they mutt die, as 
wellas others, and may becalled off very quick- 
ly, efpecially in.two,cafes. ... | 
. 1. When, their work zs done, that God hath 
allotted to them in this world: Some 'minitters 
live longer than others, becaufe God hath’ ap- 
pointed them more work than, others. Some 
live a fhorter time, becaufe either God hath 
appointed them le{s work, or enables them to 
- difpatch a great work ina fhorttime, 
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2. When defolating judgments are haftily ad- 
vancing towards the place, or land, wherein 
they live, even as Noah, that famous preacher 
of righteoufne/s, entered into the ark but a few 
days before the old world was deftroyed by a 
deluge. Such righteous men are often taken a 
way from the evil to come, though few obferve and 
lay it to heart; even though terrible judgments 
may be at the door. 

As thefe are two jovereign reafons, fo I fhall 
mention two finjul caufes, that may haften the 
death of faithful minifters. Though their days 
are determined by thatGod, in whofe hands all 
Our times are; yet men may be inftrumental 
in fhortening their life, either by undervaluing, 
or overvaluing of them. 

(1.) By undervaluing them; flighting and con- 
temning their perfon, their gifts, their meflage. 
If we do not prize our mercies when we enjoy 
them, God may make us know the worth of 
them by the want of them. Much contempt 
was poured upon your paftor, now dead in 


Chrift, by many of this generation: therefore. 


God hath faid, ‘They are not worthy of him; 
they fhall not enjoy him long. 

(2.) By overvaluing them; people may fhorten 
their days, when they give that honour tothem 
which only belongs to their great and glorious 
Matter, who will not give his glory to another. If 
people fall down and worfhip thefe bright and 
glittering ftars, no wonder if the Father of lights 
remove them away, If, in any refpect, they be 
advanced to God’s throne, he will quickly lay 
them in the duft. . It is true, gofpel-minitters, 
that have the divine miflion and meflage, ought 
to be highly efteemed for their work's fake; and there 
can*be no fin in honouring thefe whom God 
honours; or in loving thefe very dearly, whom 
God makes the happy inftruments of our con- 
verfion, or {piritual edification: but yet, if thefe 
inftruments get more of our heart than is due 
to them, or any fhare of the room that Chrift 
only fhould have, then he may. juftly haften 
them out of our way. How far, as | faid above, 
any might have exceeded in doting too much 
upon your eminent paftor, 1 know not, unlefs 
it was evidenced by the great following of peo- 
ple that he had flocking to him, which yet I 
dare not wholly condemn in them, left Ifhould 
reproach our blefled Mafter, who never reproy- 
ed the multitude for flocking to him, even 
when they thronged bim and preffed him, Luke 
vill. 45.3 except when they followed him only 
for the /oaves, or the bread that perifheth, John 
vi. 26, 27.’ Nor did ever John the Baptift, nor 
any of the apoftles, challenge the multitudes 
for thronging to them. Butif any were guilty 
of immoderate doting upon this fhort-lived pa- 
ftor of yours, they may acknowledge the Lord 
to be righteous, when they robbed him of his 
honour, that he robbed them of theiridol. The 
beft of. minifters are but mortal men: though 
the rich treafures of {piritual gifts and graces 
are poured into thefe veflels, they are butearthen 
ones, and will foon'be broken by the blow of 
God's hand. -Thefe gourds may be very de- 
lightful to us, and we may find great refrefh- 
ment in fitting under their fhadow; yet the 
worm of death will make them to wither. And 
we do not well to be exceeding or exceflively glad 
of them, while they grow ; nor do we well to be 
angry, when they wether. 

Il. Endeavour to make a right improvement of 


this-awful proyidence:. in order to which]. 


‘hall 


ous | AN APPENDIX TO 


fhall recommend a fixfold ftudy, with relation 
to your minifter’s death. 

1. Study to be fenfible of the hand of God in 
this providence. Be not infenfible of the ftroke: 
though you muft not murmur at it, yet you 
ought to mourn for it, and for your fins that 
provoke the Lord to take fuch labourers out of 
his vineyard. Infenfiblenefs of God’s hand is 
interpreted by the Spirit of God a de/pi/ing of it, 
Heb. xii. 5. My/on, de/pife not thou the chaftening of 
the Lord. Yea, it is accounted a high provoca- 
tion, Jer. v. 3. [ have /mitten them, and they have 
not grieved. Itargues ftubbornnefs ina child not 
to cry. when his father whips him. When God 
‘chaftens by the lofs of a dear friend, it is very 
fmariing ; but when he does it by the death of 

va dear minifter, a foul-friend, it is yet more 
heavy and grievous. 

2. Study to profit by what is paff. Wath God 
taken away your minifter? Endeavour to recol- 
lect and retain thefe excellent truths that were 
delivered by him while he was with you. Call 
thefe blefled fentences to mind, as far as pof- 
fible, in order to feed upon them, as the prophet 
fays, Thy words were found of me, nil I did eat them; 
they were to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart, Jer. 
xv. 16. Sofar as you can, remember them, and 
reduce them to practice, fo far will you profit 
by them. The voice delivering thefe truths to 
you was a pafling voice; but the word deliver- 
ed is an abiding word. Though he is dead, the 
word of the Lord liveth, and abideth for ever. Thefe 
counfels which he gave you from the word of 
God, are binding upon you, though heis bound. 
with the chains of death. 

3. Study to know Chri, as the only minifter 
who lives for ever, and that can make up your 
lofs. It is he who fays, Rev. 1. 18. Lam he that 
iveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. 
It is he, Rev. 11. 1. who holds the feven flars in his 
right-hand, and who walks in the midf of the feven 
golden candlefticks: and it is he who, when he a- 

feended on ligh, led captivity captive, and received 
gifts for men, and gave gifts to them, Pfalm Ixviii. 
18. compared with Eph. iv. 8, 11,12. Thefe 
gifts, and gifted perfons, and his powerful pre- 
{ence with them, for the benefit of his church 
and people, he hath. promifed to the end of the 
-world, Mat. xxvill. 18, 19, 20. This living Jefus 
can make up your lofs. by raifing up others. 
When Mofes died, the Lord fent Jofhua to lead 
Ifrael into the land of Canaan. When Elijah 
is gone to heaven, he that hath she refidue of 
the Spirit with him, can make a double portion 
thereof to reft upon Elifha. When God hath 
work to do, he will never want inftruments. 
He can perfect praife out of the mouth of a 
and d fucklings: sand therefore; ¢2‘') 21807, % 
«4. Study to emply this glorious Lord fefias 


both to provide another paftor, or paftors, for 


you, and to blefs the provifion he thall make 
fe deat faving good. When God calls any 
Selicks : 


hat there may be a fucceffion 


of his vineyard, then fupplicate f 
of grace, and cry mightily to the ar 
eft, that he would thruft out more 


a due improvement of all the fpiritual water- 
ings he {hall allow you, whether more tranfient 
or fixed. And fince he is now teaching us, that’ 
what we call a fixed miniftry is, at beft, but 
tranfient; as thefe that are miniters fhould 
hence learn to be diligent in bringing in as 
much glory and honour to theirMatter’s name, 
as they can, while they live; for when they 
die, they can dono more, but give an account 
of their {tewardfhip; though, alas! many that 
enter upon the work of the minittry, little con- 
fider that awful account they have to give unto 


the Fudge of allthe earth, when they depart hence, © 


Ezek. xxxili.- 74/8. ‘2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. So you, that 
are the people, fhould hence. learn how much 
it concerns you to endeavour, through grace, 
to get as much good as you can, from gofpel- 
‘minifters, whilethey live; for, when oncethey 
are entered within the gloomy fhades of death, 

they can be no further beneficial to you,. by 
their warnings, entreaties, counfels, comforts, 

or prayers. As death ftops the ear of the hear- 


er, fo it lays the tongue of the fpeaker. The 
offers they makeof Chrift, and falvation through 


him, fhould be {peedily. embraced; for you 
know not how foon the feet of thofe, who bring 
thefe glad tidings, may go down to the rave, 
and you be left only to lament and vail your 
mifimprovement of them. Yea, as minifters 
muft die, and appear before the divine bar, to 
give an account of their miniftry; fo you muft 
alfo appear there, to give an account of your 
proficiency: and therefore, 


5. Study to improve your minifter's death, Brey 


mean of preparation for your’ own; that fo you 
may extract meat out of this eater, and gain 
out of this lofs: which you would do, if this 
mournful death fhould fubferve the good pur- 
pofe of ftirring you up to confider your latter 
end, fo as to be reftlefs till you be ready for i it, 
by a readinefs both of ftate and frame. By a 
readinefs of fate, 1 mean, a being brought out 
of a flate of nature into a ftate of grace, or a 
getting in to Chrift, and being found in him. B 


.a readinefs of frame, I mean, an habitual walk- 


ing in Chrift, and living by faith upon him, 
both for righteoufnefs and ftrength. In this 
cafe, asthe death of your minifter was his gain, 
whilehehath exchanged thecrofs for the crown, 
the pulpit for the throne, a militant for a tri- 
umphant ftate; fo his death now, and yourown 
death afterwards, will alfo be your gain, ‘You 
will go but the fame way that the moft emi- 
nent fervants of God have gone, and muft go 
to the glorious fociety of “ee sty Se all his. 
pee ee sdiball er 


you a who a are mournin = Peet ite ronlags 
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ling notionly with flefh and blood, but with prin- 
cipalities and powers: but yet a little while, and 
ye, who are prepared, as I have faid, for your 
own change, and who have reaped {fpiritual 
profit and gain, by your minlfter’s do@trine and 
death; yet a little while and you thall meet 
with him again, never to be feparated from 
him, and enjoy his fociety in another manner, 
and in a more glorious place, where you, who 
joined with him in worfhip here, fhall join 
with him in a triumphant fong of praife, To 
him that fits upon the throne, and tothe Lamb Sor ever 
and ever; and where you will fee the great mi- 
nifter of the fanctuary, our Lord Jefus Chrift, fit- 
ting on ‘his majeftic throne; and all the other 
minifters of Jefus, like fo many bright ftars, 
furrounding the Son of righteoufnefs for ever- 
more. And, that you may be the more pre- 
pared for that happy ftate, to which your mi- 
nifter is, by death, removed, I add another 
advice. 

6. Study to imitate your departed minifter in 
all thefe things that were good and commend- 
able in him. It is true, the beft of minifters, 
_ even thefe that are gone, have had their fail- 

ings and imperfections; Mofes and Elias were 
men jubject to lke pafions as we are. The mott 
_ eminent faints are to be followed by us no fur- 

ther than they followed Chrift: but when they 
are gone, all their failings fhould be buried 
with them, and theirexcellenciesfhould be kept 
alive in our memory, in order to our imitation 
of them. And, indeed, there were feveral things 
of this nature very evident in your late paftor, 
wherein you would do well to follow his ex- 
ample; {uch as, 

(1.) His blamele/s and circumfpect walk, where- 
in he endeavoured (though finlefs perfection 
is unattainable in.a mortal ftate) to have a con- 
Science void of offence toward God and toward man. 
Such was his caution herein,. that his greateft 
enemies had nothing againft him, except only 
an the matter of his God, as it is faid, Dan. vi. oe 

(2.) His meekne/s and humility.. He never ap- 
peared to be of a proud and /ofty temper, not- 
withftanding of his eminent gifts,and the great 
popular applaufe he had, which he feemed ra- 
ther to be afhamed of than to affeé& ;.but, ike 
his Mafter whom he ferved, was mech and low- 
ly, ftooping and condefcending to all men, and 
pafling by thefe injuries, he received from any 
of them. | 

(3-) His /aborious concern for the /piritual profit 
of zmmortal fouls. Such was his love to the fouls 
of men, that he loved to /pend and be fpent for 
them; ‘having little pity upon his own body, 
im comparifon of the pity he fhewed to their 
fouls, And hence it may be faid of him, e{pe- 
cially after his mouth was opened to preach the 
gofpel, that he was not weary in well-doing, but 
went about doing good. He not only wafted his 
bodily ftren gth inthis fpiritual work; but when 
his flefh and heart feemed to fail, and his body 
fo weak, that he could hardly bear to ftand in 
a pulpitor tent, yet his affections were fo much 
engaged in his work, that he was very unwil- 


ling to leave it, rr i 
2 G.) His love to the faints. He efpecially em- 
braced thefe, in the arms of-his love upon 


earth, with whom he thought he fhould. join 
in finging the fong of the Lamb in heaven. 


His love of benevolence extended unto all, as ap- 


pears in the forefaid:concern he had for the fal- 
vation of finners: but his complacence was with 
weO.14- LI, 
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the faints, the excellent ones of the earth, in them 
was his delight. 


(s.) His readinefs to /ufer for his Mafter and 
for the go/pel’s fake, and his willingnefs to take 
up his crofs, and follow Chrift, in the thorny 
road of tribulation, perfecution, contem pt, and 
reproach for the name of Chrift, of which he 
fometimes had his fhare, even in fome of the 
idle public prints; which yet he never refented, 
but generoufly difregarded, as one that rejoiced 
to be counted worthy to fuffer Shame for the name of 
Fefus, whom he preached. 

(6.) His zeal for his Maffer’s honour, caufe, and 
interef#, which made him to witnefs, even in 
his private ftation, before ever be entered Upon 
the public miniftry, againft the corru ptions and 
defections of the times; and induced him to 
come out to the field of battle, and join himfelf 
with the Affociate Prefbytery, asa fociety which 
he judged to be contending for the faith of the gof- 
pel, tor the liberties of God’s people in Scotland, 
and for a covenanted work of Reformation, 
which he faw the judicatories, by their pro- 
ceedings, wererazing. Thus he appeared, we 
may fay, and died in the wars; and herein alfo 
he ought to be imitated by all thefe that defire 
to come forth to the help of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord againft the mghty, Judg. v. 23. This like- 
wife fhould be matter of encouragementto you, 
that were under his actual miniftry before his 
death. I read of Xenophon, who having a 
crown upon his head, the news came to him 
that his child was dead, and he prefently puts 
off his crown in token of forrow; but then en- 
quiring how he died? Anfwer was made, that 
he died in the wars; then he called for his crown 
again: even fo, yourdear minitter is dead; and 
therefore you have caft perhaps the crown of 
joy off your heads, and are under difcourage- 
ment; but if you confider how he died, in the 
{piritual wars, and is now a conqueror, you 
May put on your crown of joy again, and ftudy 
to take courage, and to follow his example, in 
fighting the good fight of faith againf all inward 
and outward enemies, which he did to the laft, 
and then died in the faith he preached, wit- 


neffing a good confefion to the end of his life. 


Though the particulars of his death have not, 
as yet, fo fully reached me; yet, I am in- | 
formed, that, among his dying words, fome 
dropped from him to this purpofe, “I have 
“had many adverfaries, both within and 
“ without, to wreftle againft; but now mine 
“ head is lifted up above all mine enemies ; 
“and I would not change my lot for the hea- 
“ vieft crown of gold.” . 

In a word, as your minifter commended, his 
Matter, Chrift Jefus, to you, and fet life and 
death before you; fo now, his Mafter hath 
fet your minifter’s life and death before you, 
that, by all thefe means, you may be compelled 
to come im, that his houfé may be filled.: 

Though fuch as have enjoyed a nearer, and 
longer intimacy with your worthy minifter, 
who is now with the Lord, may perhaps 
find the account I have given of his character, 
to be but lame and defective, and might 
readily be in cafe to make a more full re- 
prefentation of thefe religious virtues that 
adorned him, and ought to be imitate by 
you; yet, I hope, what is here, according to” 
knowledge, laid before you, will be the more | 
acceptable to, and regarded by you, that it 
ig not without fome fpecial unforefeen pro- 
vidence, 
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vidence, that he who was particularly em- 
ployed, firft in licenfing, and then in ordain- 
ing him, fhould alfo, after all, be brought 
under a providential neceflity of doing this 
laft office to his memory: wherein I fhall 
not reckon my poor labour vain, if it do 
any juftice to his character, or fervice to 
your fouls. . 
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THE FOUNTAIN-HEAD OF ALL BLESSINGS; OR, 


SERM. XCI. 


EPITAPH on the Rev. Mr. JoHN Hunter, 
late minifter of the gofpel at Gatefhall. 


Ipfe Petrus, quamvis hominum Pycator, obivit : 
Horum hic Venator, quin properanter ? ‘obit. 


This mighty HunTER well employ’d, 
Between the diftant poles, | 
His mortal body foon deftroy’d, 
To fave immortal fouls. 


~ XCI. 


The Founrain-Heap of all Blefings; or, the great StorE- 
Hovse opened. * 


2 Cor. v.18. —— All things are of God. —— 


“6 Y friends, here is a fhort, but a very 
M fubftantial and comprehenfive text, 
Gop, and all things are init. If our 
thirft weré great this day, here we may drink 
our fill, not only at the freams, the word and 
facrament, andthe good things, the greatthings 
held forth therein, for all things are here; but 
alfo at the fountain-head of all things that we 
want, by beholding and believing that al/ things 
areof God. The nearer we come to the fountain, 
this day, the better and the fweeter; and the 
furer will our communion be: for /freams may 
fail us, and take a different turn; mniflers may 
fail us, and be but dry breafts without milk ; 

frames may fail us, and that which hath a fweet 
flow, may foon have a fad ebb; yea, fle/h and 

heart, and all things may fail us: but there is a 
fountain of light, and life, and comfort, and 
of all good things here, that is always full, and 
never empty, that is conftantly flowing, and 
never ebbing, that never changes, but 1s per- 
petually the fame. And could we fix the heart 
and eye of faith upon this fountain of all things, 
we might have a full communion this day, or 
a communion with fulnefs, notwithftanding 
of emptinefs. 

Though you were faying, I want a pardon, I 
want a blefing, I want a frame, | want all things 
I fhould have: yet faith may fay, that is no 
matter; I have what is better than all thefe 
things, I have the fountain here perfent, the 
God in whom I live, move, and have my beimg ; in 
whom, and from whom I have all: Having no- 
thing, I poffe/s all things ; for all things are of God. 
{f this be a feaft-day, here is ample provifion: 
here is a ftream-featt, all things in Chrift: here 
is.a fountain-feaft, all things are of God. If the 
ftream be let out, then here is enough for fenfe, 
all things: yea, though thefe ftreams fhould be 
dry, yet here is enough for faith and hope ; 
All things are of God. 

‘The verfe immediately preceding fhews us 

‘what view we are to have of the all things here 
fpoken of ; for weare told there, that 7f any man 
be in Chrift, he is a new creature: old things are paffed 
away ; behold, all things are become new. So that 
the,all things here intended, are thefe that re- 


late to the new creation in Chrift Jefus.. The 
context immediately following fhews us, what 
view we are to have of this Gop, viz. as a re- 
conciled God in Chrift; for the words are, all things 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himfelf by Fefus 
Chrift; and hath committed to us the mimftry of recon- 
ciliation, to wit, that God was m Chrift reconciling 
the world to him/elf, not imputing thecr trefpaffes unto 
them, and hath comuutted to us the word of reconcili- 
ation. Hence the text, in this view affords us 
the following doctrine. 


OssERv. That all things, relating to the new cres 
ation in Chrift Fefus, are of God, as a reconciled 
God in him. 


This is a great point of faving knowledge, 
as you fee from Chrift’s words to his Father 
concerning his difciples, John xvii. 7. Now they 
have known, that all things, whatfoever thou haft 
given me, are of thee. To this agrees that word, 
John iii. 35. The Father loveth the Son, and bath 
given all things into his band. Whatever bleflings 
then we fhare of out of Chrift’s hand, are given 
firft out of the Father’s hand; for, all things are 
of God. See alfo to this purpofe, Eph. ii. 8, 9, 
10. By grace are ye faved through faith, and that not 
of yourfelves; it is the gift of God. It is of God; 
Not of works, left any man fhould boaf ; for we are his 
workman/hip, created in Chrift Fefus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained, that we /hould walk 
in them. Where. it is evident, that all things 


‘relating to the new creation in Chrift Jefus are 


of God: All things are of God. an 
The method we would lay down, for the. 
profecuting of this obfervation, through divine 
aid, {hall be the following, genes 
-- L We would inftancé fome of thefe all things, 
. | relating to the new creation, that are of 
God. reo bap Alon 2tA 
Il. Enquire how all thefe things are of God? 
Ill. Whence it is that all things are of God? 
IV. Make application of the whole fubje&. 


I. We would inftance fome of thefe all things, 
relating to the new creation, in Chrift Jefus, 
that are of God. Jf any man be in Chrift Fefus, he 
isa new creature: old things are paffed away; behold, 


out This fabjest \was the fubftance:of thrée fetmons. The firft was an-action-fermon, preached immediately before the celebration of - 
the facrament of. the Lord’s {upper at Dunfermline, Auguft 10. 1740. .To which is annexed, a difcourfe at the fervice of the firth — 


‘table, The other two fermons were delivered at the fame place, fometime after the facrament. os 
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all things are become new, ver. 17. Who makes 
them fo? Why, God fays of himfelf, Rev. xxi. 
5. Behold, I make all things new ; and here it is 
faid of him, All things are of God, namely, all 
the new things here fpoken of; particularly, 

1. The new Zirth is of God: and therefore 
they that are born again, are faid to be born of 
God; 1 John iii.'9. v. 1. They are born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the fle/h, nor of the will of man, but 
of God, John i. 13. They are born of the Spirit, 
John iii. 5,6,8. And hence to the fame purpofe, 
“2. The new heart is of God ;. A new heart will 
I give you, and a new Spirit will I put within you; 
and Iwill take away the flony heart out of your fle/h, 
and Iwill give you an heart of fle/b, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
If you get'a believing heart this day, it will 
be of God; if you get a humble heart, a pray- 
ing heart, a loving heart, a tender heart, a 
fixed heart, it muft be of God. 

3. The new ie is of God, who is the fountain 
of life, and who faith unto us, when we are ix 

our blood, Live, Ezek. xvi. 6. The /piritual life, 

. hid with Chrift in God, is of God. Why, the life 
of juftification in Chrift is‘of God; Jt 2s.God that 
juftifieth, who is he that hall condenn? The life of 
Janctification and holinefsisof God; lam the Lord 
that fanctifieth you. / 
“4. The new ght is of God; The God who 
commanded light to fhine out of darkne/s, hath fhined 
into our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge. 
of bis glory in the face of Fefus Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
God is the Father of all lights, natural and fpi- 
ritual; Every good and perfect gift -cometh down 
Srom the Father of lights, James i. 17. 

5: The new hberiy is of God; The Lord loofeth 
the prifoners, Pia. cxlvi. 7.3 and where the Spirit 
of God is, there is hberty, 2 Cor. iii. 17. If any 
bonds be loofed here this day, God muft get 
the glory of ity-and the’ foul: that is: loofed 
from the bonds and fetters of darknefs, doubts, 
fears, and unbelieving jealoufy, fo as to, be at 

_ liberty to ferve the Lord with freedom, ought 
~ to fay, Thou haf? loofed my ‘bonds: fO9pOn 
+ 6. The new garment is of God: it is he that 
“clothed us with the garments of falvation, and-covers 
us with the robe of righteoufne/s, fa: xi; 10. It is 
of God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, fpeak- 
ing in the plural number, that {ays to the 
f{poufe of Chrift, Song ii. 11. We will make thee 
borders of gold, with fiuds of filver.. The robe of 
imputed righteoufne/s is of God’s making: He, by 
‘whom ‘Chrift 1s:made fin for’us, by him we are 
made the righteoufnefs of God m him, 2 Cor. v: 21. 
The robe of imparted grace and holine/s is of God’s 
making; The king’s daughter is all glorious within, 
her clothing is of wrought gold, Pla. xlv. 13.3 
‘wrought by the finger of (God, whofe work- 
. tmanfhip the ‘new creature is, : 
«In a word, All things relating. to the new 
creation, im Chrift; are of God.-+The new eye is 
of God, who opens the eyes of the underftand- 
ing.—The new ears of God, who opens the ear 
tordifeipline, and feals inftruction—The new tongue 
and vanguage is of God, whocreates the fruit of 
the lips. —The new food for immortal fouls is 
of God's giving; My Father giveth you the true 
bread. — The new appetite and defire after Chrift 
is of God; who draws it out after him; No man 
can come to me, except the Father; which hath ent 
me, draw him.—The new willis of God;- who 
maketh willing ee new 
bope is of God, in oppofition to. the old hope 
of-life upon our doing fo and fo.—The new 
hope of life, upon the domg, dying, and rifing of. 
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Chrift, is of God, who hath begotten us again to 
a lively hope, by the refurrection of Chrift from the 
dead.— The new walk is of God, who fays, 7 
will put my Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk 
in my flatutes—The new firength is of God, who 
giveth power to the faint, and to him that hath no 
might be increafeth firength.— All our new ability 
and fufficiency is of him; We are not fufficient of 
ourfelves, to think any thing as of ourfelves ; but our 
Sufficiency is of God. All things relating to the 
new creation are of God. The new heaven and 
the new earth, wherein dwelleth rig hteoufuefi, is 
of God, who maketh all things‘new.—The 
new covenant is of God, who fays, I have made 
a covenant with my ‘chofen.—The new-covenant 
Seaft is of God; In this mountain fall the Lord: of 
hofis make unto all people a feaft of fat things, a feaft 
of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of 
wines on the lees. well refined, Wa. xxv. 6. 


IL The fecond general head propofed was, 
To fhew ow all thefe things are of God. 

1. All things are of God, as the contriver and 
willer of them. The old creation was a gréat 
contrivance; but the new creation is not only 
a great, but a good, and yet a more glorious 
contrivance. .Itcould never have been devifed 
but in the breaft of infinite Wifdom. All pro- 
ceeds from an act of God’s foverign will; Of his 
own will begat he us, by the word of truth, James 
i. 18. And Heb. x. 10. By this will we are fanc- 
tified, through the body of Chrift once for all. Hence 
allthe promifes of thenew covenant arefomany 
Twill; Ezek. xxxvi, 25;—30. Pwity be your God; 
I wit take away the heart of fone; - witt put 
my Spirit within yous &c. 

2. All things are of God, not only as the con- 
triver, willer, and promifer of them, but alfo 
asthe Creator,» worker; and effecter of ‘them. 
Who creates the clean heart; who creates the 
fruit of the lips; who creates the new heavens, 
and the new earth ; who makes the faculties of 
the foul like a new heaven in point of fpiritu- 
ality; and the members of the body. like a 
new earth in point of inftrumentality for fer- 
vice? Who, but God the Lord doth all thefe things? 
Ifa. xlv.7.. Who turneth men, who are like 
beafts, into faints? Behold, I will do a new thing : 
the beafts of the field fhall honour me, the dragon and 
the owl. This people have I formed for nyfelf; they 
Joall fhew forth my praife, Waiah xliii. 19, 20, 21, 
Hence our Lord faith, My Father worketh hither- 
to, and ITwork, John v.17." 

3. All things are of God, as the-di/pofer, directer, 
and manager; as he upboldeth all things by the 
word of his power, Heb. i. 3. F. ear not, for [am with 
thee; yea, E will uphold thee with the right-hand of 
my righteoufne/s, Ua.xli.io.: fohe orders and dif= 
pofes all thing's in the new creation, according 
to his fovereign pleafure ; partly by preferving, 
and: maintaining’ all things that he hath 
wrought; partly, by advancing, building up, 
and'furthering’ his‘ work and -partly,’ by re- 
toring’ ‘and repairing all thing relating to the 
new creation, that fall undeéfa‘decay: Thy vi- 

Sfitation bath preferved*my fpirit, faith Job. The 
builder of all things i¢ God, faith the apottle.’ “He 
reftoreth my foul, faith Davids: “They that dwell un- 
der his fbadow ‘hall return; they ball revive as the 
corn, and grow ‘as the vine, Hot. xiv. 7. a3 
- He allotteth toevery one fuch a fhare of all 
things, that are‘of'him:in the new creation, as___ 
he fees fit to grant. As he hath mercy on whom 
he -xwill have mercy, fo the yeflels of mercy are 
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fometimes very empty, fometimes half full; 
and fometimes overflow with communicati- 
ons; Even fo, Father, for foit feemeth good inthy fight. 
All things are of God. How comes it, that the 
praying veffel of mercy, the praying foul is 
like a dry veffel, not a drop can fall from it; 
and, at other times, able to pour out a prayer, 
to pour out water like a flood before the Lord? 
Why, the reafon is, all things are of God, asthe 
difpofer. How comes it, that there is fuch an. 
ebbing of grace in the believer at times, and 
fuch a flowing of the raging, roaring tide of 
corruption, as grace cannot be feen; and fuch 
an ebb of corruption at other times, and flow- 
ing of grace, like an overwhelming flood, that 
fin and corruption feem to be drowned, and 
cannot be feen? Why, it mutt be refolved ul- 
timately into divine unaccountable fovereign- 
ty; Be fill and know that Iam God, Pial. xlvi. 10. 
All things are of him as the wife difpofer. 

4. All things are of God, as the perfecter and 
compleater thereof: for, as he is a rock, and his 
work is perfect;fo he will not leave the new 
creation-work unperfected ; Being confident of this 
very thing, that he that hath begun the good work, 
will perform it, [PERFECT of FINISH 2f, aS in 
the margin, | until the day of Fefus Chri, Phil.i. 6. 
that as it is already complete in Chrift the 
head, Col. ii. 10. fo it may be complete in all 
the members of his body, who are to be pre- 
fented at laft a glorious church, not having fpot or 
wrinkle, or any fuch thing, Eph. v. 27. 

In a word, all things, relating to the new 
creation, are of God, in Chrif; of the purpofe 
and decree of God, of the will and pleafure of 
God, of the word and promife of God, of the 
Spirit. and power of God, of the grace and 
mercy of God; of the work and operation of 
God; and, if there be any good or great work 
among us this day, or at this oceafion, it mutt 
be of God as the worker: and. therefore, let 
us imitate David, Pfal. lvii. 2. J will cry unto 
God moft high, unto God that performeth all. things 
for me; and acknowledge with the. apoftle, 
Phil. i1..13. 2 15s God that worketh in us both to 
will and to do of his good pleafure; that he may 
get the praife that the church afcribes to him, 
Ifa, xxvi. 12. Lord, thou haft wrought all our works 
in us.and for us. 


Ill. The third thing propofed was, To give 
the rea/ons why. all things are of God that relate to 
the new creation. I offer thefe four grounds 
of the doctrine. Eth 

1. All things are of God, becaufe he is Gop, 
and it is his will to be the Author of all things; 
Thou haft created all things, and for thy pleafure they 
are and were created, Rev. iv.11. Being God, 
he is the fountain of all things and beings ; 
the fountain of hfe:-as without him nothing was 
made that was made;.{0, without him no new 
creation can take place; neither men nor an- 
gels can create: Jn the beginning God created heav- 
en and earth, and all things in them: and he only 
could do it; becaufe he is God, and there is none 
ele. And if all things be made new, a new hea- 
ven and a new earth, a new heart and a. new 
life, a new faith and a new hope; he only can 
do it, becaufe he zs God, and there is none elfe.. The 
work here is greater; for, when he made the 
world, there was nothing to refift him; but 
all the powers of earth and hell oppofe this 
new work.  ... ie 


2. All things are of God relating to the new 
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creation, becaufe he therein defigns the glory_ 

of his perfections. He that is the beginning, is © 
the end of all things;.and all things are of him, 
becaufe they are to him; For of him, and through 
him, and to him are all things, Rom. xt. 36. Of 
him, as the efficient; through him, as the dif- 
pofing; and io him, as the final caufe. And, 
particularly, the new creation of ail things in 
Chrift Jefus is for the manifeftation of his glo- 
ry: Thy people fhall be all righteous, the branch of 

my planting, the work of my hands, that Imay be glo- . 
rified, Ufa. lx. 21. That they mght be called trees 
of rightconfne/s, the planting of the Lord, that he 
might be glorified, Wa. lxili. 1. And again, as 
in the forecited text, This people have I formed for 
myfelf, they {hall fhall fhew forth my prarfe. He 
makes them to himfelf a peculiar people, to fhew 

forth the praife of him that called them out of dark- — 
nefs into his marvellous light. Yea, they will 
never be fo active in fhewing forth his glory, 
as he is active in glorifying himfelf, in fhew- 
ing forth his own glory herein: therefore, 
Ifa. xliv. 23. Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord hath 
done it ; fhout, ye lower parts of the earth; for the Lord 
hath’ redeemed Facob, and glorified himfelf in Ifrael. 
He hath defigned, in all things, the glory of all 
his perfections. Aga 
3. All things are of God, relating to the new 
creation, becaufe all things relating to redemp- 
tion and reconcihation, which is the ground upon 
which the new creation ftands, are of God. 
Here is a fpecial ground why all thefe things 
are of God, that relate to, the new creations 
why, thenew creation is in Chrift the Redeem- 
er, and all things relating to. this Redeemer, 

and redemption through him, are of God. — 

And here I fhall give inftances why the Re- 
deemer himfelfis of God. It is true, the Redeem- 
er, Chrift Jefus, is. God, being the eternal Son, 
coequal with the Father: yet, as Redeemer, he 
is of God ; he took not this hononr to him/felf, but was 
chofen and called of God unto it: and fo he is 
a Redeemer of God's calling and electing, Ma. 
xlii. 1.. Every thing he hath, as Redeemer, is of 
God. —As his divine Sonf/hip is of God the Fa- 
ther, by eternal, ineffable generation ; fo his 
human nature is of God, by fpecial wonderful 
donation. Therefore Chrift-fays, A body -haft 
thou given me; i.e. a human nature.— His. divine 
perfon, in the conftitution thereof, as God-man 
Mediator, is of God: therefore God fays, 4 
virgin fhall bring forth a Son, and his name fhall be 
called IMMANUEL, God with use—His miffion is of 
God; for, God 6 loved.the, world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son,. that whofoever beheveth im him 
Should.not perifh; but have. everlafting hfe.— His 
Javing offices aréof God, who fays, J have found 
David my fervant, with mine holy oyl have I anoint- 
ed him: I have laid help upon One that is mighty. And, 
that our belp might be laid upon him, our fin 
and guilt was laid. upon him>,and this!impu- 
tation of our fin to. him, -is.of God; The Lord 
hath laid upon him the iniquity.of us all. He hath 
made hin to. be. fin-for us.-His ability to execute 
thefe offices is of God;.for,-Aim hath God the 
Father fealed: and be opens up-his, fealed.com- 
miffion ; The Spirit of the Lord.1s, upon me, becaufe 
he hath anointed me.to preach the gofpel to the poor; 
he hath jent me to heal the broken-hearted, topreach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of fight to 
the blind, to fet at liberty them that.are bruifed, Luke 
iv. 18. Ifa. xi. 1. — His furmiture and fulue/> is 
of God; for, Zt pleafed the Father, that in him 
Should all fulnefs dwell «and he fays, J have et my 
o pret 
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‘Spirit upon bim, and he fhall bring forth judgment to 
the Gentiles. — His fittedne/s for us, and our ne- 
ceffities, is of God: for, Of God he is made unto 
us righteoufne/s, fanctification, and redemption.—His 
work of doing and /uffering is of God; and his 
«warrant to do and fuffer for us, is of God; He 
as the man of God's right-hand, whom he made ftrong 
Sor himfelf; and who could fay, J have power to 
lay down my life for my /beep, and power to take it 
‘up again: this commandment have I received of my 
Father.—His approbation in this work is of God, 
who fays, This ts my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well-pleafed: and Chrift fays, Therefore doth my 
Father love me, becaufe I lay down my life, that I 
— mht take it up agam.— His /fatisfactory facrifice, 
that he offered tojuftice, is of God ; for, It plea/- 
ed the Lord to bruife him. He fpared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all: and the facri- 
jice was of a fweet-/melling favour unto God.— His 
being a ranfom for us 1s of God, who fays, 7 
have found a ranfom ; therefore deliver his foul from 
going down to the pit.—His being a propitzation 
for us is of God; for he hath fet him forth #o 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood.—His 


death, which we commemorate this day, is of - 


God, whofe holy hand over-ruled the wicked 
hands of men in crucifying him at Jerufalem: 
for, Him being delivered by thé deternunate counjfel 
and fore-knowledge of God, ye have taken, fays the 
apoftle, and by wicked bands have crucified and flan; 
and they did what/oever his hand and his counfel de- 
termined before to be done.—His refurrection from 
the dead is of God; Ye killed the Prince of life, 
whom God raifed from the dead, whereof we are wit- 
neffes, Acts ii. 15. . He did not fuffer his holy One 
to fee corruption. — His exaltation and glorification is 
of God; for, becaufe he. humbled him/felf and be- 
came obedient unto death, therefore God hath highly 
exalted him, &c.; and, by him we believe in God, 
who raifed him from the dead, and gave him glory, 
1 Pet. 1. 21.—-His blefled tongue, by which he 
pleads for us in heaven, and {peaks in to our 
hearts on earth, is of God: for Chrift fays, The 
_ Lord hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I 
may. {peak a word in feafon to the weary. And he 
hath made him a Prief for ever. — His head/hip 
over the church is of God; for, He hath given 
him to be bead over all things to the church. — His 
Lordfhipis of God; therefore faith the apoftle, 
Let all the boufe of Irael know affuredly, that God 
hath made that fame Fefus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Chrift.—is universal dominion is of 
God; All power in heaven and mm earth is given un- 

_ to me, fays Chrift.— His Principahty and Saviour- 
Shi is of God, who hath exalted him with his 
right-hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re- 
pentance to Ifrael, and remiffion of fin. —And, as his 
_ coming in the fie/h is of God; fo his coming 
in the clouds of heaven, his coming to judgment, 
is of God; becaufe he hath appointed a day, in 
which be will judge the world in-righteoufne/s, . by 
that man whom he hath ordained, Acts xvii. 31.— 
And, till that awful day come, his coming in 
the Spirit, from time to time, is of God; / will 
pray the Father, {ays Chrit, and he /hall give you 
another Comforter, that fhall abide with you for ever, 
even the Spirit of truth, John xiv. 16. See alfo 
John xv. 26. Iwill fend him unto you from the 
Father.—All his u/fefulnefs to us is of God, who 
fays to him, J wall give thee for a covenant of the 
people, a light to the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, 
to bring out the prifoners from the prifon, and them 
that fit in darkne/s out of the.prifon-houfe, Ua. xlii. 
6, 7-3 and to be my falvation to the end of the earth, 
Vou. Il. . 
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Ifa. xlix. 6.—His gifts and graces, for our ule, 
are of God; He hath received them for men, even 
Jor the rebellious. —In a word, all things that he 
hath are of God; The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hand. Why then, 


_ all things are of God: all things that are in Chrift, 


are of God.——O what a precious Chrift is 
this! O what of God is in this Chrift! He is 
the Chrift of God, the Son of God, the Sent of 
God, the Sealed of God, the Gift of God, the 
Word of God, the Wifdom,of God, the Power 
of God, the Lamb of God, the Image of God, 
the centre of all the perfections of God; My 
Jaithfulne/s and my mercy fhall be with him, and in 
my name fhall bis horn be exalted. Surely then, all 
things relating to the new creation in Chrift 
are of God, becaufe all things, relating to re- 
demption and reconciliation in Chrift, which is the 
foundation of that new creation are of God. 

4. Another reafon of the dodéirine is, A// 
things are of God, relating to the new creation 
in Chrift, becaufe he is a reconciled God in Chritt; 
fo fay the words following the text, Al/ thitigs 
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himfelf by Fefus 
Chrift, and hath given to us the miniftry of reconcili- 
ation, to wit, that. God was m Chrift reconciling the 
world to himfelf. Now, all things are of him, 
and from him, as he is, and becaufe he is a 
reconciled God in Chrift: if he were. not: fo, 
we could expect nothing, we could have no 
ground of hope ; but becaufe he is reconciled 
in Chrift, pacified, and appeafed in him; there- 
fore: we have ground of faith and hope, for 
all things contained in the covenant of recon- 
ciliation in Chrift, who, having fulfilled the 
condition of that covenant, hath paid the price 
of them all to his infinite fatisfaction: and 
therefore is:ready to give out all things we 
need freely to us, upon the: ground of. that 
righteoufnefs, through which his grace reigns 
to eternal life. And hence in the context here, 
God, as a reconciled God in Chrift, is repre- 
prefented to us. 

(1.) As a giving God; giving to us the word 
of reconciliation, that we may give it to you; and 
that you'may take it upon his word, that he 
is a reconciled God: 

(2.) He is reprefented alfo as a pardoning God; 
not imputing our trefpaffes-to us, but imputing our 
fin to Chrift, and his righteoufnefs to us, that 
he might be fin for us, and we the righteoufne/s of 
God in him. pike . 

(3.) He is reprefented as a praying God; Pray- 
ing us to be reconciled to him, becaufe he is re: 
conciled and well-pleafed).in Chrift;-As though 
God did befeech you by us, we pray you m Chrift’s fead 
be ye reconciléd unto God. And, 

(4:) He is reprefented as a God powerfully ef- 
fecting this reconciliation, and ready to make 
us yield to this treaty of peace: for, whereas 
it is faid, ver. 20..He bath committed to us. the 
word of reconciliation, in the margin it is, PUT IN. 
us., He hath putitin us, that by us he may put 
it.in you, even.in your heart, and caufe your 
heart to, yield.to the word of reconciliation. 

As all things. are of him, fo this among 
the reft, that he makes finners to believe the go/- 
pel of bis grace, kills the natural enmity this 
way, and actually makes up the peace. It is 
he who inclines the hearts of finners to heark- 
en to the offers of Chrift, to believe the word 
of reconciliation, and fo to be at peace with 
God, and reconciled to him, who, being re- 
conciled: to usin Chrift, gives out all soe 
ot = ~ needful 
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needful through him. And why is it. that 
finners get fo little from him, that hath all 
things to give out through Chrift, but becaufe 
we cannot believe, that he is:‘a'reconciled God 
in Chrift? We take him to be no friend, but 
an enemy; and therefore can have no confi- 
dence in him: but, O Sirs, we might come 
good fpeed at his hand this day, if we could 
believe him to be a reconciled God in Chrift. 
Whatever good caufe he hath to beangry atus, 
and to give us nothing; yet he is well-pleafed 
in, and hath no caufe to be angry at Chrift, in 
whom he hath all good things to give. 
Thus you fee, why ail zhings, needful to make 
us up this day and for ever, are of God. 


IV. The fourth head propofed was, To offer 
fome inferences for application. 1s it fo, That all 
things relating to the new creation m Chrift Fefus are 
of God? Then, 3 ' ut 

1. Hence we may fee, the /ubflance of the fa- 
cramental fupper, which we have here before us, 
both as to the matter and Maker of it. ‘The mat- 
ter of it is all things. Chrift and all good things 
with him, called a feaft of fat things. The Maker 
and Moffer of the featt is God; All things are of 
God, as a reconciled God in Chrift; all things 
that relate to the new creation, the new cove- 
nant that ftands faft in Chrift, are of God. 
Here is the fum and fubftance of the facramen- 
tal feaft. | . | 

2. Hence fee, that we are equally obliged to 
the whole glorious Trinity for all things that be- 
long to the new creation in Chrift Jefus: for, 
All things are of God; all things ate of God the 
Father, in the Son, by the Holy Ghoft. Think 
not diminutively of the Father’s love and grace, 
befides that of the Son of God our Saviour; 
for, the Father fent him, the Father fealed 
him, the Father anointed him with the Holy 
Ghoft for that great work. Chrift is the ordi- 
nance of God for our recovery from the:pit of 
fin and mifery. All things are of God. ce 

3. Hence fee, if all things be of God, then: no- 
thing is of man. Let all boafting be excluded ; 
and let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord: for 
not only all our ¢emporal outward bleffings are 
of God, our life, and health, and liberty, and 
comforts; as the very heathens could fay, 


ain O Melibee, Deus nobis hec otia fecit zs 


but alfo all our /piritual bleflings are of God, fo 
as the Chriftian fhould fay, My new life is of 


God, my righteoufnefs is of God, my ftrength is. 
_ of God, my faith and hope is of God. Let Ar- 


miman doctrine be doomed and difclaimed by 
all that would have God glorified and their 


means; and the language of fcripture. bears. 
this as the greateft encouragement to ufe the 
means, that the blefling of them depends on 


God. This you fee in-outward affairs of life. 


What encouragement hath the labouring man 


to plow and fow the ground? Why, God hath 


promifed /ecd-time and harvef, and he ufually 
gives it; and, if man had not that encourage- 
ment, he needed not put to his hand: fo, in 


 {pirituals, we are called to work out the work of 


our falvation with fear and trembling. Why? what 


encouragement havewe, fince nothing 1s of us? 


The encouragement follows, Jt zs God that work- 
eth in you, both to will and to do of his good pleafure, 
Phil. ii, 13. And, indeed, if the welling power 
and the doing power were not of God, you could 
have no heart or hope in the ufe of the means: 
but, becaufe it is of him, therefore up and be 
doing. Thus, the wztnefing work for Refor- 
mation at this day, it muft be of God; for, it 


is he that buildeth the temple, and fhall bear the. 


glory: therefore we fhould put to‘our hand and 
build with hope. Thus, if dekeving work and 
communicating work were not of God, we would 
have no ground of hope this day: but, that all 
things are of God, is the greateft encouragement. 
As the work is of God, we are to /ffand fill and 
fee the falvation of God, as was faid to Ifrael at the 
Red-fea: and therefore, in point of means, we 
are to/peak to ourfelves, and to the people that they 
go forward. Though there were a Red-fea in 
the way, and infuperable difficulties to fur- 
mount, let us go forward and fee the work of 
God, .the falvation of God in Chrift Jefus. .- 

5. Hence fee an: evidence of faith, by which 
we may try and examine ourfelves, before we 
go to the Lord’s table. One fure mark may be 
as probative and evidential as twenty... ‘Try 
then if your faith be founded upon the /eving 
knowledge of this, that all things are of God. Do 
you know, that all things relating to the new 
covenant, and the new creation, are of God? 
This is fuch a point of faving knowledge, that 
it is obferved in Chrift’s prayer to. the Father, 
as a high attainment and a {pecial character of 


his people; John xvii. 7. Now they have known, 


that all things whatfoever thou haft given me are of 
thee: q. d. They are otherwife taught than the 
blafphemous Jews, who thought of my per 


fon, that I was but a man, thecarpenter’s:fon; 


and, of my miraculous works, that the 
of the devil, as if I had been in compa¢ 
him: but ¢hey have known, that all things 
Joever thou haft givem me are of thee: 


namely, the knowledge and faith of this, that 


fouls faved. Let the doctrine of man’s free-. Chrift is wholly the Chrift of God: that his 


is divine power; for all — Hees God. Let 


tbe b 


will and natural powers fall before the ark of 
God, the doctrine of God’s free grace, and of 


-fentof the Father: that all his offices and 
hat all the gifts 


# given me are of thee: that they are 
neither of men nor of devils, but of God. 
Now, examine ifever you have got this view, . 


commiflion and authority is of God, he being 


ate S| 
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~~ earth, between him and us. 
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you may well venture your foul and falvation 
upon him?’ Hath this given confidence to your 
faith of ju/tification, through his righteoufnefs, 
becaufeit is the righteoufne/s of God ; and to your 
faith of /anétifcation, through his grace, becaufe 
it is the grace of God; and to your faith of wa/h- 
zug in his blood, becaufe it is the blood of God? 
This is true faith indeed, built upon the foun- 
dation of God’s laying in Zion. | 

Do you know and believe that all things 
whatfoever the Father gave to Chrift are of God 
Jal; that not only they were of God's giving, 
but are full the things of God? This is what 
the Spirit fhows, when he comes to glorify 
Chrift ; Ae /hall glorify me; for he fhall receive of 
mine, and fhall fhew it unto you. All things that the 
Father bath, are mine: therefore faid I, that he fball 
take of mine, and fhall fhew it unto you, John xvi. 
14, 15. All things that the Father hath are 
his, and all {piritual bleffings are given by the 
Father to the Son for us, and the Son intrutts 
the Spirit to. convey them to us, and fo to glo- 
rity Chrift, by thewing that all his things are 
of the Father. And, as it is remarkable here, 
how Chrift gives his Father the glory of all 
things that are given him, declaring that they 
are of God ; fo, the true and faving knowledge 
of Chrift leads the foul natively to God, and 
to give God the glory of all things that Chrift 
hath.| And, indeed, the knowledge of Chrift 
would not fave us, if it did not lead us to the 
Knowledge of God: himfelf: .therefore, fays 
Chriit,.as Mediator, J am the way, not the end, 
no man cometh to the Father but by me. .You mutt 
not terminate the knowledge of Chritt, in Chritt 
himfelf, but ufe it as a medium and way to 
bring you to the Father; for, by bim we believe 
im God, who raifed him from the dead, and gave him 
Slory, that our faith and hope might be in God, 1 Pet. 
1. 21.3 for, all things are of God.- And hence the 
faith of Chrift, which is beyond all miftake 
and delufion, is fuch a faith of Chrift as ter- 
minates in God, in the enjoyment of God, in 
the love of God, the fear of God, the worfhip 
and fervice of God, the honour and glory of 
God in Chriit. ‘Thus by your faith of this 
doétrine, 

6. Hence fee an open door of faith and hope to 

Jinners and faints. 1am. come to tell you this day, 
that.as all things you have already, as creatures, 

are of God, as a creating God; your life is of 
God, your breath is of God, your being is of 
God, in whom you live, move, and have your being : 
fo, all things you want and nzed to have, as new 
creatures, are of God, as a redeeming God, a 
promifing and giving God, in Chrift Jefus. 
God hath fet up a ladder between heaven and 

Chrift, the God- 
man, is the true Jacob’s ladder, by which we 
may afcend up to God. By the gofpel of God 
this ladder is difcovered to you: and now this 
day, God is fhewing himfelf at the top of the 
ladder, proclaiming that all things are of him, 
and faying, Behold, I make all things new. 

Here is an open door of faith and hope to 
you, man, woman, who are deftitute of all 
things, and by naturecurfed in the want of all 
things, becaufe of your want of God, of whom 

all things are.. Here you may {ée not only the 
foundation of all the good things you need and 
want, that are of God; but alfo the channel 
through which, and the reafon why you may 
hope and expect to have them; becaufe all 
things are of him, as areconciled God in Chrift. 
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If you look upon God as an enemy, you will 
expect no good thing from him: and, indeed, 
the firft look that a finner brought to Chritt 
gets of God, is of God in the law, as a fin- 
revenging God. And, as you area finner and 
tranfgrefior of God’s laws, you are doomed to 
death and wrath, and have nothing to look for 
from God, but deftruction and damnation. 
But, if you fee this, and be crying out, What 
Shall I do to be faved, who am fuch a vile and 
guilty finner beyond all finners? Then view 
him in the gofpel-glafs, upon the top of the 
ladder of mercy, on a throne of grace, as re- 
conciled by Jefus Chrift to you. You, by your 
fin, have provoked him; but Chrift, by his 
righteoufnefs, hath reconciled him to you; and 
the word of reconciliation is committed unto us, and 
we muft execute our commiflion, by preaching 
this gofpel to every creature, and proclaiming him 
to be a reconciled God in Chrift to you, O fin- 
ner: and, O Sirs, if this moment you could 
believe that God is in Chrift, reconciling the world 
to bimfelf, and reconciling you to himfelf, you 
would no longer doubt, that he is ready to 
give you all things that you want. Life and 
pardon, grace and glory, and all good things 
are of God, and ready to be given to you upon 
the price paid for them by the Son of God. You 
cannot think, perhaps, that there is any thing 
to be expected from God for fuch a finner as 
you are: but think again, whether any thing, 
yea, all things good and great, may beexpected 
from God, becaufe of fuch a righteoufnefs as 
Chrift’s is, and becaufe of fuch’a Beloved as 
Chrift.1s, and fuch a love as the Father bears to 
him; for all things 'relating to the new crea- 
tion, and the new covenant in Chrift Jefus, are 
exhibited to you, in the gofpel, only in him. 
Here then is good news and glad tidings to 
all people that hear this gofpel, that all things, 
relating to the new heaven and the new earth, 
are of God.—Good news to the hardened, uncon- 
vinced finner; conviction is of God, who pro- 
mifeth to:fend his Spirit to convince the world of 
Jin.— Good news to you that are not yet regene- 
rated; regeneration is of God, who, of his own 
will begets us, by the word of truth. O Sirs, catt 
yourfelves down at the footftool of fovereign 
grace, reigning through the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift to eternal life.— Here is good news to 
you, guilty finner; juftification is of God in 
Chrift: He is the God that juftifies the ungodly, and 
hath fer forth Chrift to be the propitiation through 
faith in bis blood.—Here is good news to the 
polluted finner ; purification and fanCification is 
of God in-Chrift: The God of peace can fanctify you 
wholly. Ff am the Lord that fanctifieth you. —Good 
news to miferable wretched finners ; redemption 
is of God in Chrift, who of God 79‘ made to you 
wifdom, rig hteoufne/s, fanctification, and redemption 
Good news to the weak and impotent foul, that 
can do nothing; for power and ability is of 
God in Chrift, who fays, He giveth power to the 
faint, and to him that hath no mght he increafeth 
Sfirength. — Good news to the weary reftle/s foul; 
foul-reft is of God in Chrift, who fays, Come to 
me all ye that labour and ave heavy laden, and I will 
give you ret. — Good news to the anbelieving foul, 
plagued with an evil heart of unbelief, that 
faith is of God; it is the gift of Ged in Chrift, 
who is the author and finifher of it.—Good news . 
to the zmpenitent and hard-bearted finner, that fees 
the ftony heart will not break; the new heart, 
and the heart of fle/b is of God; the penitent heart is 
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news, that life is of God, who is the God that 
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of God, who exalted Chrift to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to Irael, and remiffion of 
fins. —Here is good news to the foul difea/ed and 
over-run with all fpiritual maladies: health 
and healing is of God in Chrift, whofe name is 
JenovaH-Ropui, Jam the Lord that healeth thee. 
—Good news to the black deformed foul, all 
blackened, as it were, with the fmoke of hell ; 
beauty is of God, who fays, Though ye have len 
among the pots, ye fball be as the wings of a dove 
covered with filver, and her feathers with yellow 
gold.—Good news are here to the tempted foul, 
toffed with the horrid fuggeftions of Satan; 


the way to efcape is of God in Chrift, the God of 


peace that: /hall bruife Satan under your feet.—Good 


news to the harraffed, diftreffed, and oppreffed foul, | 


fighing under fome heavy burden; relief is of 
God, who is a refuge for the oppreffed, a refuge in 
time of trouble: your time of need is his time of 
pity, who is the burden-bearer; Caf thy burden 
on the Lord, and he will fuftain thee. 

Let the di/con/olate conceive hope in him; for, 
coniolation is of God; he is the God-of all confo- 
lation. Let the poor and needy conceive hope ; 
for your /ufficiency is of God; your fupply is of 
God.—Let the naked and farving foul conceive 
hope; for food and raiment is of God, who 
feeds the ravens, and clothes the lilies, and 
how much more will he feed and clothe you, O ye of 
little faith! As all things are of him, fo the 
bread of life and the garment of falvation al- 
fo. —O let the dound and fettered foul have hope 
in him; for liberty is of God; the Lord loofeth 
the prifoners ; and God hath anointed Chrift with 
the Spirit, to proclaim hberty to the captives. — Let 
the bewildered foul here, that hath loft its way 
in this dark and cloudy time, conceive hopein 
him ; for light and leading is of God, who hath 
promifed to /ead the blind in a way they know not, 
and in paths which they have not trode. 

May not the barren and fruitle/s fouls conceive 
‘nope here? Fruitfulnefs is of God, who hath 
faid, Inftead of the thorn, fhall come up the fir-tree ; 

‘and inftead of the brier, /hall come up the myrtle-tree ; 
and it /hall be tothe Lord fora name, for an everlafting 
Sign that fhall not be cut of.—May not the wither- 
ed foul conceive hope here? For a bleffed wa- 
tering is of God, who fays he will pour waters 
on the thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground.—O! 


' let the back/liding and the backfalling foul conceive 


hope here; for recovery and reftoration is of 
God, who fays, J will heal their backflidings. I 


have feen his ways, and will heal him, and reflore — 


comforts to him and to his mourners. —O! let even 
the gracelefs fouls, that have any fenfe of their 


' .gracelefs ftate, fee a door of hope here; for grace 


is of God, who is the God of all grace.—Let dead 
finners, dead fouls, dead hearts here, in the 
name of the living God, rifeand hear the good 
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ciled in Chrift, sand hath-all things to give in 
and through him, he obliges you to believe, 
that he is reconciled to you. He commands 


you to believe in the name of his Son Chrift. 


This is his commandment, that through him 
you believe him to be a reconciled God to you; 
and if he were not fo, he would not fend this 
word of reconciliation to you, and pray you to 
be reconciled to him, who is reconciled to you. 
It is to you, finners, to you rebels, that this 
word of reconciliation comes; and therefore, 
you may be quite fure, that as all things are of 
God, as areconciled God in Chrift: fothe good * 
news are to you. He hath all things ready for ~ 
you that you need. » folky Aa bana, 
Quest. But how can this be, feeing he hath not 
afecret purpofé of reconciliation to ALL, and therefore, 
perbaps, not.toME? Audied ines Apt SAG 
Answ. Oh! what amalicious devil is. tempt- 
ing thy unbelieving heart to look to what God 
defigns, before you look to what he declares; to 
look to his purpofe, before you look to his pro- 
mife! How can you fee his purpofe, butin the 
glafs of his promife?: How can you know his 


heart, but by his word? But in the glafs of his — 


promife you may fee his purpofe of grace to 
you ; for, the promife is to you: and in his word 
of reconciliation you may fee his reconciled 
heart toward you; for, to you is the word of fal- 
vation fent : to you is the word of reconciliation 
fent. And if thou, man, woman, canft believe 
that this kind word is to thee, and theein par- 
ticular; then thou halt fee that this kind heart 
is towards thee, and thee particularly. . 
Quest. But is not God appearing at this day as an 
ANGRY God? How fhall we conceive him to be 
reconciled, and believe his word of reconcihation, 
when we are compafied with fo many tokens 
of his anger and indignation? + ERS 
_Answ. God is, out of Ghrift, reconciled to 
none of Adam’s race: but God is in Chrif re- 
conciling the world to bimfelf. Out of Chrift his 
anger will burn to the loweft hell. And why 
is he appearing in anger at this day; but be- 
caufe men will not believe that heis reconciled 
in Chrift? He is angry at your unbelief, and 
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of God; and his power is. the power of God; and 
that all things he hath are the things of God; 
and..that he is made of God all things that you 
| want for time and eternity, even wi/dom, righte- 
oufne/s, fanctification, and redemption? 1t Chrift, and 
all things that he hath, as our Redeemer, were 
not of God, he could not be profitable to us 
for bringing us to God; we could not fee God 
in him, we could not meet with God.in him, 
we could not have communion with God in 
_ him: but he, being wholly of God, when we 
- come to him, we come to God in him. 0 Sirs, 
by receiving him, the profit is infinitely great; 
you receive God himfelf, the eternal God: and, 
by rejecting him, the peril is infinitely great; 
you reject the eternal God... By coming to Jefus, 
and receiving him, you fhall have. all that God 
hath to give; for God-hath given him all that 
he hath.. As. Abraham’s fervant faid, in court- 
ing a wife for aac, My maffer hath a fon, and un- 
to him hath he given allthat he hath, Gen. xxiv. 36; 
fo may not we, as fervants of God, court-a bride 
for our Mafter, by telling you, that he is his 
only begotten Son, and to him hath he given 
all that he hath? For, the Father loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things into bis band; even all 
things that can. make you: happy in life and 
death, and through eternity... O! wall you go 
with-this man, this'God-man?' Is;there no heart 
here faying, It is a bargain? None to fay, Con- 
tent, we, will go? All things are ready in 
Chrift’s hand to be given you. Pardon and 
grace,‘and all things are ready, come tothe marriage. 
The marriage-fupper is alfo ready for you, if 
the marriage-conient be given. 
. God. cannot but make you. welcome to come 
to Chrift, and to give him your heart, to whom 
he hath given his all. Othen come, notonly 
for your own falvation’s fake, but alfo for the 
fake of God’s glory. The difhonours you have 
done to God by your fin are not fo great, as'the 
honour you put upon God by:.coming to Chrift, 
believing, that.all things whatfoever the Father 
hath given him.are' of God. > 
. In, fhort, my dear friends, I-cannot ufe a 
fironger argument, to excite you to come to 
jefus by faith, than this, which yet you: may 
reckon a ftrange argument, namely, that as a// 
things are of God, fo all:things relating to faith, 
and coming to Jefus, are of:;God. The object 
of faith is of God; Jefus Chrift isthe Chriftof 
God... The grace of faith, and the a¢t of faith 
1s of God; for, faith is the gift of God. The call 
to faith and believing is of God; for; this is 
his commandment, that ye believe in his Son “Fefus Chrift 
The will to believe is of God, who worketh in-us 
both-to.will and to do of his good pleasure; and who 
fays,: Thy people fhall be willing in the day of thy 
power. And, indeed, you-can have no encou- 
ragement to believe, if this,beheving were not 
of God; nor:would there be any faith here to- 
day, if it were not of God, the giver and the 
worker of it by his Spirit; Zhisis the work of God, 
that ye fhouldbelieveon him whom be hath fent, John 
v1.29, Mennaturally magnify their own work, 
even when they are moft ferious about eternal 
happinefs, faying, What /hall we do that we may 
inberit eternal hfe? But, O Sirs, will none here 
be. content that God magnify his work, and 
be content to inherit eternal life by his work? 
Now, this zs. the, work of God, that ye believe in 
Chri. It is the work of God, both as it is of 
_ his approbation, and as it is of his operation. 
__ The work that Chrift had to do for us, Sirs, 
army OL. IL. . 
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was the Father’s work: and was it the wo-fe 
or the better that his’ work was the work of 
God? Of God’s approbation and of God’s ope- 
ration, who fays, Bebold my fervant whom I up- 
hold, in that fervice?’ And would it ever have 
been done by him, if it had not been the work 
of God? Even fo, this is the work of God, that you 
bcheve: isit the worfe for you, that itis wholly 
the work cf God? Would there be any hope 
that ever it {hould be done, if it were not fo? 

O then, poor finner, that haft nothing about 
thee but fin, and guilt, and deadnefs, and dif. 
order, let all thy objections againft believing 
in Jefus be huthed to filence in the view of this 
truth, that, as all things are of God, fo faith and 
believing itfelf is the work of God. You can- 
not believe, fay you, for you have no power, 
nowill, no grace, no fufficiency of yourfelf. 
True; but then are you content’ that God have 
the glory of this great name of his, that al/ 
things are of bim, amd that your whole falvation, 
from the beginning to the end, be of him, and 
that the pride of nature be dafhed down for 
ever in the cordial acknowledgement that fo- 
thing is of you, and that the God of power 
and grace be exalted for ever in the cordial 
acknowledgement that all things are of him? 
Then, a way is paved for your believing in 
Jefus, and working this work of God, in imi- 
tation of Chrift, who was content to run his 
errand at his Father’s expences, and do his great 
work on God’s charges ; willing it fhould be 
reckoned nothing elfe, but his Father’s work ; 
yea; that it fhould be wholly the work 6f God, 
Upon this condition and confideration, he joy- 
fully fet about it, and effectually went through 
witht: even fo, here is the work of God, that ye 
behevein him:whom he hath fent. Are you con- 
tent, (however weak:and impotent you are; to 
fet about this work at God’s-charges, and that 
it be the work of God in you? Are you joy- 
fully content* to. believe on the'Son of God, 
upon this condition and confideration, that the 
work is of God, and that the power is of God, 
and that: the will is of God, and that all things 
relating to this*work are of God? 

All things relating to the new creation in 
Chrift are of God. This believing is the work 
of God, as it is-a part of the new creation, 
which: you can no more effectuate of yourfelf, 
thanyou:can create a world: but, though it 
be not of you, yet you may fall in with-it 
hopefully and joyfully, becaufe it is of God. 

Upon-no other terms was Chrift’ called’to, 
or fell in with redeeming work, than you are 
called: this moment to fall in with believing- 
work. He fellin with itupon thefe terms, that 
all things relating to that redemption-work, 
and: all his redeeming power, fhould be of 
God: even fo, is there any foul here determin- 
ed to-fall in with this work of believing'’on 
the: Son of God upon thefe terms, that all 
things relating to this believing work, and 
all your believing powers be of God? ‘Then, [ — 
hope, believing power is at‘hand. Are you 
content this moment to open-your heart and 
arms to embrace the Son of God upon thefe 
terms, that the heart-opening power be of 
God? Why, upon thefe terms only this work 
of God can be done, and fhall be done: there- 
fore, in the name of ‘the great God, of whom 
are all things,-and of whom is this power. to 
believe and embrace Chrift, I call you, this 
moment, to ftretch out the withered hand, the 

| | | withered 
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withered heart, and all your withered arms to get the glory of this name upony ou, in creat- 
embrace the Son of God; for youhaveno more img you in Chrift Fefus for himfelf, and making 
to do in this matter, but to know and believe all things new. Why then, itis to be hoped, 
that the work is of God, that theday of power the good work is begun, if you are glad to be 
is of God, that the word of power is of God, put down, to be nothing, and that God in 
the Spirit of power is of God, that the heart- Chrift be fet up to’be all mm all, and glad toown 
quickening power is of God; and to becontent, that, in the whole of this work, from the be- 
this moment, that all things relating to this ginning to the end, nothing is of you, but all 
new creation-work be of God, and that God things are of God. i 


A DISCOURSE at the Service of the FIRST TABLE. 


OW, as all things relating to the new of the Lord, making mention of his righteoufnefs, even 
N creation are of God; fo, here you have of his only.—Are you deftitute of hght, life, liber- 
an ocular demonftration of it: for, all the good ¢y, comfort, peace, or pardon? Why, now you are 
and great things of the new covenant arehere at the fountain-head, whence you may draw , 
reprefented as ina glafs, and we may fee them fupply: All things are of God. 
all to be of God. Chrift; who is here repre- © But, fay you, though all things be of God, 
fented, is the gift of God: his love that is here what relief does that yield tome, while I find 
commemorated, is the love of God: this table miyfelf deftitute of all thefe good things, and 
is the Lord’s table, the table of God: the provi- keptempty-handed? Why, is it not good that 
fion laid upon it is God’s provifion; and he all things that are of God are put in Chrift’s 
that hath provided fo far outwardly the figns hand, and that your ftock lies furer there than 
reprefenting, will, we hope, provide inwardly if it were in your own hand? You know, be- 
the fpiritual bleflings reprefented: Here is the liever, that you cannot keep it: what you get 
fire and the wood, but where ts the lamb for the burnt- this moment, you are ready to lofe it the very 
oferimg ? Why, the facrificing knife of juftice next moment: and are you not obliged toGod, 
was, by law, to be put to yourown throat, O who puts-your all in a hand that can keep that 
finner; but, behold, God will provide himfelf which is committed to him? 
another fort of a Lamb for a burnt-offering. | What though you fhould be kept empty all 
The name, the old name of our God, is his this day?) Can you not truft him with your 
new name to this day, JEHovAH-JIREH, J ftock all this day? Is it not as well in his hand 
the mount of the Lord it fhall be feen; the Lord will as in yours?) Whenever any comfortable fup- . 
provide. ply is given to-you, you are apt to abufe it, 

In the fame might in which our Lord was betray- and dithonour him, by trufting to the grace” 
ed, &c. Behold, my friends, as allthings are that he puts in ‘your hand, more than to the 
of God; fo this bread is the dread of God that grace that isin hishand; whereas you are cal- - 
came down from heaven; look to it through this led to be firong in the grace that is in Chrift Fefus, 
element: itis the bread of God’s giving, who and not in the grace that is in you: and, left 
Jo loved the. world, that he gave his only begotten you thusabufe it, and difhonour him, he keeps 
Son, It is bread of God’s breaking and bruifing; you, as it were, at fhort allowance, and that 
It pleafed the Lord to bruife him. \t is bread of tooveryfcrimp. But, O Sirs, be content; that, 
God's fending ; To you is the word of this falvation as all things are of God, fo all the things of God 
Jent ; to you is this bread of life fent: to you, are in Chrift your glorious head: and, if you 
finner, it is fent in the word; to you, believer, can be glad of this, it fhall not belong ere you 
it is fent in the facrament a-new: He that eateth get what is needful from him, as wellas have 
this bread fhall live for ever. all your treafure always in him: ie 
After Jupper he took the cup, &c. Iam the true — Now, if Chriftand all things be of God, then 
vine, fays Chrift. Indeed he isa bleeding vine; let nothing vex and torment you, poor believ- _ 
his blood is fqueezed into that cup: and as ing foul.—Let it not vex you, that you find a 
all things here are of God, fo this blood is the want of all things in you; but let it eafe and 
blood of God; and all things that relate toour pleafe your mind, that all:things are of God 
falvation vent through this blood, being all in Chrift.—Let it not trouble’you, that you can- 
the bleflings and purchafe of this blood. Grace not communicate as'you ought to do; but let it 
reigns through this righteoufnefs of Jefus to afford relief to your heart, that communicat- 
eternal life. Grace does not ceafe to be the ing: grace is of God.—Let it not grieve you, 
grace of God, becaufe it reigns and runs thro’ that you wanta frame,fuch as you would have; 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift; for thisrighteouf- let it fatisfy and pleafe you, that a communi- 
nefs is of God. The bleflings of the covenant on frame is of God, and you muft truft him 
do not ceafe to be the bleflings of God, becaufe with that, to give it when he pleafes.—Let it 
they vent through the blood of Chrift; forthis not afflict you, that you have prayers and bills 
blood is alfo the blood of God: lying before the throne, and never yet anfwer- 
And now, what bleflings do you need or de- ed: O.let not your heart be troubled with this; 
fire?— Want you any facramental grace? Want let it fuffice, that the anfwering of them all is 
you grace to believe, grace to love, grace to of God, as a prayer-hearing God in Chrift; ‘as 
repent, grace to communicate worthily? Allis a reconciled God in him, who will take his 
of God, Do not think to extraé& them out of own time and way to anfwer them.—Let it not 
your own heart, as if they were of you; but difquiet you, believer, that there are fome pro- 
ook up to God in Chrift for them; forall mie you were made to hope upon, never yet 
things are of him.—Are youdeftitute of frength accomplithed: let it fuffice you, and quite eafe 
and furniture for any work or warfare? All your mind, that they are all Yea and Amen in 
things relating to this are of God in Chrift: brit Jefus, and that the fulfilling them is of 
therefore you may fay, J will goim the firength God, a promifing God in Chrift, who, in due - 
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time, will doas he hath faid.—Let it not make 
you uneafy, that you are guilty, guilty beyond 
- all. You may be grieved indeed for the affronts 
you have done to your Lord; but be not vex- 
ed fo as to think there is no hope. I think, 
Chrift is now faying to the foul, opprefied 
with the fenfe of guilt, “ Let it not vex and 
torment you, that you have been fo unkind to 
me; Ican put up with a thoufand affronts 
you have done me. My foul was once vexed; 
and exceedingly troubled, even unto death, 
with your fins and guilt, and you need not be 
grieved to death with them again ; only acknow- 
ledge your imiquities, and believe, that as all things, 
fo remiffion of fin and pardon is of God, as a re- 
conciled God in my blood.”—Again, let it not 
vex and trouble your heart, that your /w/s and 
corruptions are fo {trong and mafterly, that you 
have been fo many hundred times conquered 
and captivated by them: but let it give eafe to 
our mind, and pleafure to your foul, that fin- 
poimadsing grace is of God, that fin-fubduin 
grace is of God, as a reconciled God in Chrift, 
who hath faid, Sin /hall not have dominion over 
them.—Let it not perplex you, that you have 
fo many running Jores, broken bones, and ‘deadly 
hike difeafes about you: let it quiet your mind, 
and eafe your foul that healing is of God, who 
- fays, I am the Lord that bealeth thee. O' will you 
‘fing with the pfalmift, Pfalm ciii. 3. Ble/s the 
Lord, O my foul, who bealeth all thy difeafes ?-- He 
faith not, who ath healed them all, as if there 
were no more healing needful; nay, that will 
never be the fong:on earth, but in heaven: but 
the fong of faith here, by the way, is of Godin 
Chrift as a healer. I find the malady remain- 
ing, faith the foul; but I fee the remedy, and 
that healing-is of God in Chrift: and let it-give 
me prefent eafe, that there is a Healer, a Sa- 
viour here. Fellowfhip, with God in Chrift 
‘ above, is betwixt him and faints that are per- 
_ fe&tly whole; but all the fellowfhip here is 
between the Saviour and the finner, the Phy- 
fician and difeafed.—Let it‘not difquiet you, 
that many burdens feem to be laid upon your 
back, burden upon burden, preffure upon pref- 
fure; the Lord knows what your burdens are: 
but let it give real eafe to your foul, that God 
hath provided a burden-bearer, Mat>xi. 27,28. 
All things, faith Chrift, are delivered to me of my 
Father, even that of burden-bearing amongtt 
the reft; therefore, come to me, all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will geve you ref to your 
fouls: Cajft.thy burden on the Lord, and he will fu- 
fiain thee. —Let it not vex you, that you: have 
fome dificult work and intricate affair upon your 
hand, and you know not how to manage in 
it: let it content your heart, that ftrength, and 
counfel, and direction is of God, who leads the 
blind in a way they know-not.—Let it not trouble 
you, that you have no frrength and /ufficiency for 
any thing; let it eafe and pleafe you, that his 
grace is to be fufficient for you, and his firengthto be 
perfected in your weaknefs, and that your /ufficiency 
1s of God, —Let it not vex or torment you, that 
you are /raitened even as to your outward circum- 
Jftances in the world, and that you have much 


<= Bae to get food and raiment: let it give eafe 


and ‘comfort to you, that as all things are of God; 
- fo the ordering of your lot in the world is of 
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him, and that your provifion is of him, who 
clothes the lilies, and feeds the ravens, and who 
hath faid, Bread fhall be given you, and your wa- 
ters fhall be fure. O truft in and rely upon him: 
hethathath given you Chritt, the beft bargain in 
the world, will he not give, together with him, 
all things, which are bur like paper and pack- 
thread, into the bargain? Without doubt hewill. 
— Again, let it not vex you that you have, per- 
haps, come under many worldly loffes, and that, 
at fuch atime, you loft a pleafant child, or 
fuch and fuch a near and dear relation: for, 
as this was of God, the Orderer and Over-ruler 
of all things ; fo he can make up your lofs, 
and {hew himfelf better than all things to you, 
and that it was expedient, that fuch an earth- 
ly comfort fhould be taken away from you, 
that, perhaps, had much: more of your heart 
than Chrift. It was expedient for us that 
Chrift himfelf fhould go away, otherwife the 
Comforter had not come; and much more 
may not the Lord fee it expedient, that fuch 
an earthly comfort fhould be taken away, that 
there might be'room for a better comforter. 
—Let it not trouble you, that all things feem 
to be againf? you, as Jacob once faid when he 
thowght Jofeph was loft, and feared that Ben- 
jamin alfo was like to be loft, All the/e things are 
agaimf me. If he had waited:a while, he would 
have heard again, that all thefe things were 
for him: and, you know, when he heard a- 
gain of Jofeph, J it enough, fays he; Fofeph is 
yet alive. Soyoware, perhaps, faying, All things 
are againft me; many dark providences are a- 
gainft me; many minifters are againft me; 
good men and bad join together againft me; 
prefbyteries, fynods, and aflemblies are againtt 
me;_all the kirk judicatories of the eftablifh- 
ed church of Scotland are againtt me, and a- 
gainft the way that 1am taking, and the caufe 
that I am efpoufing: the laftaflembly hath 
fhewed this, with a witnefs, by depofing all the 
minifters here*, and condemning the whole re- 
formation-caufe that you are appearing for ; 
and imferior judicatories, fince that time, have 
homologate and: approven of their deed: all 
thefe things’are againft me. Why, Jofeph, I 
think is gone; Jefus, by his Spirit, is with- 
drawn and away: and, I fear, the little Benja- 
mins will be taken’away alfo; that the little 
remnant, that is referved, will be taken away 
with a flood of oppofition and perfecution by 
church and ftate. What may fall out, the 
Lord knows; the afpect of affairs is awful in- 
deed: but be not vexed or troubled, believer; 
let it eafe your heart and mind, that a// things 
are of God, who, as the God of providence, over- 
rules:all-events: let it fuffice you, that Fo/eph 
1s pet alive, and is governor overall the land of Egypt; 
that Jefus is alive,.and:is the Governor among the 
nations, and the government of Zion is laid up- 
on his fhoulders. . It is enough to faith that 
Jefus is alive, and that the Father hath given all 
things into his hand, even all power in heaven and in 
earth,—In a word, -let it not vex you, that, for. 
the: prefent, your foul is deadand lfele/s: let it 
content you, that, as the living God, and thelivy- 
ing Jefus, are ftillremaining; fo life and quick- 
ening is of God: life and livelinefs will come 
in due time, if you can believe that God is the 


~_* A fhort account of the occafion, ground, and progrefs of the profecution, raifed and carried on by the. church-judicatories, againft 


the feceding brethren, was formerly narrated, Vol. I. p. 661. 
DEPOSITION upon all the eight brethren, 


This year the aflembly finifhed the procefs, by pafling the fentence of 


God 


. 
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God that quickens the dead; and that Chrift is the 
refurrection and the life. 

Do you believe, that all things are of God, as 
a reconciled God in Chrift? Then put ina bill 
now for all things you need. If there be many 
things*that-you have to fay, and many things 
that you have to feek, that I have not menti- 
oned, and cannot mention; yet furely they are 
all wrapt up in this bundle, All, things are of 


God: put in a bill, therefore, for any thing. 


you want for yourfelf or others; a bill for your 
gracelefs friends and relations, that are but 
Gallios, caring for none of thefe things ; a bill 
for God’s antient people the Jews, and for the 
blinded nations, and the poor negroes, and in 
behalfof the inftruments that God is employing 
to bring gofpel-light among them ; a bill for 
your children, that God may be your God, and 
the God of your feed; a bill for poor Scotland, 
that God would yet return and dwell amongft 
us glorioufly ;° a bill for your feveral congre- 
gations and: families, whofe circumftances 
you know: All things are of God;. and therefore 
acknowledge ‘him: in all things. The more 
bills, the better; the more things you employ 
him:in, the more honour you will put upon 
him; as the God 'of whom are allthings, and with- 
out: whom you can do nothing: and therefore, Jn 
every thing, by prayer and fupplication, make your re- 
guefis known to him, with thank/giving. 

Go in peace, believing and rejoicing in this, 
that all your ftock and ftrength is fecure in 
Chrift, who is made of God all things you need 
in time and eternity. 


Ste ME ON ROI 
2Cor.v. 18.— All things are of God. — 


Y friends, this text hath fuch a wide bo- 
h fom, that we can never {peak of all that 
may be brought forth out it. To fpeak of 
fome things may be eafy; to fpeak of many 
things is hard: but to {peak of all things is 
impoflible; and yet more fo, to {peak of the 
fountain-head, whence they all rife: however, 
the context limits the fubject a little to all 
things that relate to the new creation; and yet 
even thefe are fo vaft and numerous, that time 
mutt be fwallowed up in eternity ere the fub- 
ject. can be exhautted. 
The doétrine that I {poke to at the late fo- 
lemnity, from this text was, eae 


' That all things, relating to the new creation in Chrift 
_Fefus, aré of God, as a reconciled God in him. 


Hence, befides the inferences that I then de- 
ducéd,'I have,-fince that time, inferred the 
following, namely, That. effectual calling, or-the 
new creation ifelf, 1s of God ; “That juftyication is of 
God{.. And I-come to another inference, name- 
ly, That fanétification is of God. . And this 1 fhall 
a little infift upon, by proving and improving it. 


» For proof of it in general. He is the command- 
er of it;, Be ye holy as I am holy: heis the willer 
of it; This is the will of God, even your fanctificati- 
on: he is the efecter and worker of it; The very 
God of peace fanctify you wholly, 1 Thef. vi 23.;;.1t 
is of God the Father; Jude.1.-To them that are 
called and fanctified of God the Father. tis of God 
the Son; Eph. v.25. Chrift gave himfelf for the 


4 


+ This fermon was preached at Dunfermline, Sept. 21. 1740. being a fhort time after the facrament,, 9) 8. 
t What the author delivered upon thefe two inferences was never tranfmitted to the public, the notes having fallen by. 
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church, that he mght fanctify it. tis of God the 
Holy Ghoft; t Gor. vi. 11. But ye are wafhen, but ye 
are fanttified, but ye are juftified in the name of the 
Lord Fefus, and by the Spirit of our God. More 
particularly, 


iff, The root of it is of God.  Fuffificationis — 


the root of fanéfification; and juftification is of 
God, as I have already demonftrated, and 
might further fhew, in whatever fenfe we 
view it.— Juftification is of God, if we view 
it preparatively: itis God that prepared the ju- 
fifying righteoufnefs ; 7 have found a ranfom.— 
View it wputatively; it is God that imputes 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, Rom. iv. where 


it is ten times fpoken of.— View it meritoriou- 


ly; it is God in’ Chrift that purchafed our ju- 
{tification, and merited for us.— View it ope-. 
ratively ; it is God in Chrift that performed the 
righteoufnefs for which we are juftified, and 
accepted as righteous. — View it applicatively ; 
it is of God, by his Spirit, applying the blood 
and righteoufnefs of Chrift for juftification.—., 
View it infrumentally; though faith juftify as 
the inftrument, yet this faith 2s the gift of God, 
and the work of God; This is the work of God, 
that ye beheve on him whom he hath fent, John vi. 


29.—View it manifeftatively, and fenfibly, to the” 


comfort of the believer: it is God that gives 
the peace and joy of juftification, as he is the 
God of peace, that fills with joy and peace in behev- 
ing. — View it declaratively; if works juftify, 
by evidencing and declaring our juftification, 
whence do they proceed? Why, / 7s God that 
worketh in us both to will and:to-do of his good plea- 
jure; and we are his workman/bip created in Chrift 


Fefus unto good works.—View it reputatively by | 


men: when we are thus -juftified, by being 
reputed fo, it is of God as the God of provi- 
dence, giving us favour and refpect even in 
the.eyes of men;;as juftified’ perfons.— View 


it publickly and openly at laft, before all the 


world, at the laft day; Repent, and be converted, 
that your fins may be blotted out, when the times of 
refrefbing fhall come-from the prefence of the Lord, 
Acts ii. 19. Sk ae Re 

Thus ju/fification, in all refpects, is of God; 
and therefore-/anctification mutt be fo; becaufe 
juftification is the root of fanctification, even as 
ingraftment into Ghrift is the root and caufe of 
fruitfulnefs. It is only the juftified perfon that 
is a-faint; whom he juftified, them he-alfo glorified; 
that. is, fanctified..partly here, and perfectly 


hereafter. There is no condemnation to.them that are’ 


in Chri; there is. juftification the root: who 
walk not after the flefh, but after the Spirit; there 
is the fruit of it, and the evidence and charac- 
ter of the juftified perfon.. Again, : 
2dly, That /anctification is of God, appears from 
this; that every thing relating to-fanctification, 
is of-God:. particularly, ... | bass 
1.-The beginning of it is of God; therefore 


he is faid to begin the good work, Phil. 1.6. Being 


confident of this very thing, that: he that bath begun 
the good work in you, will perform it unto the day of 
the Lord. He begins it in regeneration,.or ef- 
fectual calling, at-the fame time that he jufti- 
fieth;, and fo it hath a‘double- root. As we-are 
twice dead by nature, dead in fin, and dead in 
law; fo we need to be twice quickened, as it 
were,, before we be fanctified... In oppofition 
to our being dead in fin, we need to be regenerated 
and born again; and, in oppofition to.our be- 


ing 
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ing dead in law, we need to be juffified, and fo 
liberate from the fentence of death; and then 
is the foundation of fanctification laid: then 
he that begins to renew the will pafrvely, in 
effectual calling; begins to renew it actively in 
fanctification, by making us active receivers 
of his grace. . 

2. The advancement and progre/s of it is of 
God, who makes the rain of heaven to fill the 
empty pools for the paflengers through the 
valley of Baca, Palm Ixxxiv. 6, 7. As the fruits 
of the ground grow up by the influence of the 
natural fun; fo the Sun of righteoufne/s, arifing 
with healing in bis wings, then his people go 
forth, and grow as calves in the fiall, Mal. iv. 2. 

3. The promi/e of itis of God. He hath pro- 
mifed to be as the dew unto I/rael; and then it is 
faid, He fhall grow as the lily, and caft forth his 
roots as Lebanon: his branches fhall fpread, and his 
beauty fhall be as the olive-tree, and bis fnnell as Le- 
banon, Hof. xiv. 5,6. . 

4. The reftoration of it, when decayed, is of 
God ; They that dwell under his fhadow hall return ; 
they fhall revive as the corn, and grow up as the 
wine, and the fcent thereof fhall be as the wine of Le- 
 banon, Hof. xiv.7. Itis he that reforeth the de- 
cayed foul, Pfal. xxiii.3. Let thefe that are un- 
der lamentable decays of grace, fee. where 
their help lies... 7 
_s. The means of it are of God, both inward 
and outward. Is faith a mean? Yea, the heart 

is purified by faith: and this faith is of the opera- 
tion of God. Is hope a mean? Yea; He that hath 

this hope purifieth him/eif: and this hope is of 

God; for by him we are begotten to a lively hope. 
Is knowledge a mean? Yea; Beholding his glory 
we are changed: and this knowledge is of God, 
who hath promifed, They fhall all know me.— 
Theexternal meansare made effectual, through 

the blefling of God... The word isamean; but 
it is of God who puts virtue in the mean. The 
vod is a mean; but it mutt be like a prunning 
knife in the hand of God, who purgeth the 
branches in Chrift, That they may bring forth more 

fruit, John xv: 2. 

6. The motives of it are of God. It is he that 
_ moves his people to all the duties of holinefs, 

and draws them to his fervice; and efpecially 
by cords of love, fo as the love of Chrift conftraims 

them. We moves them by a regard to his glo- 
ry and honour, and to their own intereft and 
happinefs; becaufe their fellowfhip with him 
is furthered thereby: Jf a man love me, he will 
keep my words ; and my Father will love him, and we 

— will come-unto bim, and make our abode with him, 

John xiv. 23. See alfo ver. 21. 

' ~~», The caufe of it; the efficient caufe is God, 
who fays, J will put my Spirit within you, and 
caufe you to walk in my fratutes, and to keep my judg- 
ments, and to do them, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. . Every 

. thing fhall live, whitherfoever the river cometh, Ezek. 
xlvii. 10. .And John iv. 14. The water that I 
will give him, fall be in him a well of water /pring- 
ing up to everlafing hfe. The Spirit of Chrift 

is the Spirit of life in the believer, and the 

fountain of fanctification: Becaufe I live, fays 

Chrift, ye fhall live alfa. f . 

8. The extent of it is of God, both to the in- 
ward and outward man: for, it isa “ renew- 
“ ing of the whole man after the image of 
“ God, and an enabling of us to die unto fin 
“ and to live unto righteoufnefs.” It is he 
that fanctifies the uriderftanding, the will, the 
affections, the memory, the foul, the body ; 
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The very God of peace fanctify you wholly ; and I pray 
God your whole fpirit, and foul and body be preferved 
blamele/s unto the coming of our Lord Fefus Chrift, 
1 Theff.va23. 

9. The meafure and degree of it is of God, 
Some have more, and fome lefs of fanctifica- 
tion. Though all believers are equally juftifi- 
ed, and perfectly, even in time, upon the 
ground of Chrift’s perfect righteou{nefs; yet, 
they are not equally fanctified, but fome of 
them more holy, more humble, more zealous, 
than others. Some of them more glorify God, 
by doing and fuffering his will, than others. 
Some of them are more active than others, juft 
according as the Lord ftirs them up. And 
who maketh them to differ thus? Why, even 
he who gives a double portion of his Spirit to 
fome and not to others, and makes his wind 
to blow where it lifteth; he makes it to blow 
in what meafure and degree alfo he lifteth: 
he pours out his Spirit plentifully at times, 
and then fanctification thrives, and goes on 
progreflively ; For [will pour water upon him that 
1s thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will 
pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my bleffing upon 
thine of spring : and they fhall /pring up as among the 
gras, as willows by the water-courfes, Ha. xliv. 
3) 4 : 
10. The knowledge and comfort of it is of God. 
Some are fanctified, and do not know it, till 
the Lord make it known to them, by fhining 
upon the graces that he hath given, and fhin- 
ing upon this and that experience of his pow- 
erful prefence.. He fometimes makes them 
feel the drawing cords of his love about their 
heart, Strengthening them with firength im their 
foul; and make them run the way of his command- 
ments, when he enlargeth their heart ; and making 
them know their fan¢tification by their confo- 
lation, and know their grace, by the dafh that 
he gives to their fin and corruption, Rom. vii. 
at the clofe. Again, 

11. The perfeverance thereof is of God; /will 
make an everlafiing covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them to do them good; but I will 
put my fear m their heart, and they fhall not depart 
from me, Jer. xxxil. 40. They fhall never total- 
ly and finally depart; but, after all their pati- 
al departures, J will put my fear in their heart, 
that fhall make them turn back again to me, 
faying, Z will go and return to my firft husband, for 
then it was better with me than now, Hof. 11. 7. 

12. The perfection and completion of itis of God, 
-who hath undertaken to prefent his people to 
himfelf a glorious church, not having /pot or 
wrinkle, or any fuch thing, but that it fhould be 


holy and without blemifh, Eph. v. 27.—Thus fanc- _ 


tification, in all refpects, is of God. Al things, 
relating to it, are of God, ) 


Now, for application. Is it fo, that /anctification 
zs of God? Then, a 

1. Hence fee the holy nature and holy will of 
God. By his will he commands it; for, This 
is the will of God, even our fanctification, 1 Thet, 
iv. 3.. And by his will he effects it; 7 wll put 
my Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk m my fia 
tutes. By which will we are fanctified, through the 


| offering of the body of Jefus Chrift once Jor all, Heb, 


xe LO. 5 
2, Hence we may fee great encouragement 


to u/e the means of fanctification, without refin 
upon the means; becaufe it is not they, but God, 
that can fanctify us; and yet hopefully wing 


VoL. ee vies lem, 
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them. ‘Therefore, fays God, Sanétify yourfelves ; 
Tam the Lord that fanéhifieth you. » Ufe the means, 
becaufe I can put a blefling in them: Work out 
the work of your falvation with fear and trembling ; 
for, it is God that worketh in you both to will and to 
do. We could have no encouragement to ufe 
means of fan¢tification, if fanctification were 
not of God. : . 

3. Hence fee how foolifh they are, that 
think they can /anclify themfelves by their own 
natural powers and endeavours; they can re- 


~ pent and reform when they will. No wonder 


that thefe cry up free-will as the caufe of con- 
verfion, and deny the efficacy and neceflity of 
fpecial grace, deny alfo the perfeverance of the 
faints; for the grace that is the fruit of man’s 
free-will cannot indeed perfevere. They that 
know God, will know that all things are of 
God; and that fanétification particularly is of 
him. : oh o' 
_ 4. Hence fee, that poor, weak believers, 
wreftling with a body of fin and powerful cor- 
ruption, need not de/pair of vidtory over their 
fin and corruption: for, fanctification 1s of God, 
and mortification is of God; Jf ye through the 
Spirit mortify the deeds of the body, ye hall ive. The 
Spirit will be mafter over the flefh; and the 
Spirit of God, that dwells in the children of 
God, will fubdue their iniquity. Up with 
your heart and hope, poor conquered and capti- 
vated believer, fantification is of God. Though 
your own power cannot effectuate the victory ; 
yet, a merciful God can and will: J is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that fheweth mercy ; and mercy fhall be built up for 
ever. The mercy that faves your foul will flay 
your fin. ~~ : 
5. Hence fee, that fin is of the devil. If fanc- 
tification be of God, and holinefs be of God, 
then is fin of the devil; yea, he that committeth 
finis of the devil : God is not the author of fin. — 
Drunkennefs, {wearing, whoredom, adultery, 
Sabbath-breaking, lying, and all unholy acti- 
ons, are of the devil—Unholy neglect of prayer 
in fecret and in your families, is of the devil. 
— The fins of the time, that provoke God, are 
of the devil. —The wicked aé#s and /entences of 
church-judicatories, are of the devil.—The cor- 
ruption of courts, civil and ecclefiaftical, is of 
the devil, and not of God. For all things are of 
God, except fin, which is no part of the new 
creation in Chrift Jefus. However ‘God per- 
mit it, for holy and wife ends, to over-rule it 


for his glory; yet, it enters contrary to his re-- 


vealed will and royal orders. —The condemn- 


ing of the reformation-caufe, at this day, is not 


of God, but of the devil. —Wicked comphances 
with any fuch finful fentence are not of God, 
but of the devil, and will bring in little credit 
or comfort in the clofe of the day.—The defec- 


tions of the day are of the devil; and fo are all 


the complaints and outcries about the divifions 


e the caufe and root thereof.—The wicked 
oacl caft upo 


ted u 


ruth 


the time, more than about the defections, that _ 


n the work of God, and any 
ip for hi ith a 
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them to the primitive Chriftians, and their new 
religion, in oppofition to their old heathen 
idolatry.—In a word, if fanctification be of 
God, then the wnboline/s, even of faints, is of 
the devil; their little zeal, and their great 
lukewarmnefs about their own perfonal con- 
cerns, are of the devil. Chrift faid to Peter 
once, Get thee bebind me, fatan; thou favoureft not 
the things that be of God, but thefe that be of men. 
Whatever finful things in our day take place, 
let us never afcribe them to God, but to men, 
and to the devil; for holinefs.and fanctification 
is of God: whatever therefore fall out, let us 
juftify God, and condemn ourfelves; becaufe 
we have fo much of the devil about us. ie 
6. Hence fee the great needof coming to Chrift: 
for fanctification“is of God in him, who zs made 
of God unto us fanttification. O confider how fanc- 
tification is of God, namely, as he is a God in 
-Chrift,a reconciled God, and a reconciling God, 
reconciling us to himfelf. While we apprehend 
God as an enemy to us, or a hard Mafter, we 
will remain enemies to him and his way: but, 
if you look to God in Chrift, as a well-pleafed 
God, and be reconciled to him, then you will 
be reconciled to his will, and fanctified. O then, 
look to God in the glafs of the gofpel; that is, _ 
in a word of reconciliation to you. J own, in- 
deed, the firft look you muft have of God isin 
the glafs of the aw, as a fin-revenging God, 
making you cry out for mercy, faying, What 
fall I do to be faved? But yet, never will you be 
fatisfied, faved, or fanétified, till you look to 
him in the glafs of the go/pel, as a reconciled 
God, reconciling you to himfelf ; as a God. par- 
doning your fin, and imputing his righteouf- 
nefs to you; a God putting your fin upon Chrift, 
and making him fin for you; and putting his 
righteoufnefs upon you, making you the righ- 
teoufnefs of Godin him.. The faith of this. 
wonderful grace and mercy will reconcile your 
heart to God’s heart, and reconcile your mind _ 
to God’s mind, and your will to God’s will. 
The unbelief of this good-will works by enmi- 
ty and unholinefs; but the faith of this grace 
and good-will of God would work by love, which 
is the fulfilling of the law, and fo by holinefs 
and fanétification. Othen, feek after this fight 
of God, as coming and appearing in a word of 
reconciliation to-you; for, ail things relating to 
the new creation, are of God; and fanctificatio 
is of him, ‘as a‘reconciled:'God in Chrifti’§ 
7. Hence fee matterand ground fo! trialand 
examination, whether you be: fanctified or not. 
And, if fanétification be begun, two things — 
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Like agolden ball put into a veffel brim-full of 
water, it makes the water rife and run over, 
while it makes room for itfelf: even fo does 
the gold of grace put into the heart full of fin 
and corruption ; it makes fin appear more than 
ever, and rife up, as it were, and run over. 
Hence it is poflible, where fanctifying grace 
comes, the foul may think itfelf more unholy 
than ever it was. | 
(2.) You will fee and know, that your fancti- 
fication is wholly and only of God, and that in all 
the particulars that I have before-mentioned : 
that the beginning of it is of God; that the 
progrefs and advancement of it. is of God; that 
the reftoration of it, when decayed, is of God; 
that the means and motives of it are of God; 
that he is the efficient caufe and author of it; 
that the extent and meafure of it, the know- 
ledge and comfort of it, the-perfeverance and 
perfection of it, are all of God, as the Godiof 
peace and reconciliation in Chrift. And hence 
your dependence will be only and wholly upon 
him for it; and you will find that the more 


you live upon him by faith, the more holy, — 


both in heart and life, will you be: whereas 
the more that, through an evil heart of unbe- 
lief, you depart from the living and life-giving 
God, of whom the life of holinefs and: fancti- 
fication is, the more unholy will you be... 

8. Hence fee where we ought ogo for fancti- 
fication. If it be of God in Chrift, then to God 
in Chrift let us go for it. Never was there more 
fin and lefs holinefs, both among finners:and 
faints,than, perhaps, in ourday.’ Oletus. come 
to the fountain of purification that;God hath 
opened, We read, Ifa. xii. 3. of the wells of falva- 
tion, out of which we may draw-water withjoy: 
now, fanctification is a great and leading part 
of falvation; and becaute’ fanctification is of 
God, therefore he hath opened fo many wells 
and fountains of fan¢tification, that thence we 
may come and draw living, and life-giving, 
and fowl-purifying water. I-hall direct: you 
tofome of thefe;, and may the Lord enable you 
to come and draw, | 
(1,) One fountain of fanctification, that:God 
hath opened, is the death of Chrift; Eph. v. 25, 
26. where it isfaid, He gave him/elf for bis church, 
that he might fanctify and cleanfe it, with the: wafh- 
ing of water by the word. Tit. ii. 14. Who gave 
himfelf for us, that be might redeem us from all am- 
quity, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. Look then, QO finner, to a) cruci- 
fied Chrift, whofe crofs hath a purifying virtue: 
they that look to him by faith, are accounted, 
in law, to be dead to fin in him, Rom. vi. 3, 4, 
5, 6; 41. He died as a public perfon; and our 
old. man 1s crucified with him, that the body of fin might 
be deftroyed. . 

(2.) A fecond fountain of fanctification, that 
God hath opened unto us, is the re/urrection of 
Chrift, which is the ground of our faith of life; 
| By him we believe in God, who raifed him from the 


dead, and gave him glory, that our faith and hope | 


_ might bein God, 1 Pet. i. 21. As he rofe for our 
juftification, fo alfo for our fanctification, that 
‘we might be planted together with him in the like- 
nels of his refurrection, and might be made alive unto 
God, through Fefus Chrift our Lord, Rom. Vi. 4. 
Look then to a rifen Chrift, The view of his 
refurrection will make you rife and live a holy 
life, | . 

(3.) Another fountain of fanétification, that 
. God hath opened, is the a/cenfion of Chrift; He 


THE GREAT STORE-HOUSE OPENED. 


131 

hath afcended on ligh, and led captivity captive, and 
received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious alfo, 
that the Lord God might dwell among them, Plalm 
Ixvill. 18. Look toan afcending Jefus, receiving 
the Spirit above meafure, and all the fanctify- 
ing gifts and graces of the Spirit for you, that 
you may be fan¢tified. . 

(4.) Another fountain of fanctification, that 
God hath opened, is the exaltation of Chrift to 
his right-hand; Aum hath God exalted to be.a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance to Ifrael, and forgive- 
ne/s of fins, Acts v.30. He is exalted to fave and 
fanctify finners, as well as he was humbled 
forithat end. And, if you could look to him 
as once upon the crofs, and now upon the 
throne, for thefe blefled purpofes, fanctification 
would follow. 

As:) A fifth fountain that God hath opened 
for fanctification, is.the znterce/ion of Chritt, 
who hath prayed, John xvii. 17.. Sanctify them 
through thy truth. ‘This was a prayer for all his 
ranfomed ones; and all finners that need fan¢ctifi- 
cation, may look to him for the benefit of his 
intereeffion; for,: he'zs able to fave to the uttermoft, 
all that come to God by bim, becaufe he ever liveth to 
make interceffion for them, Heb. vil. 25. 

(6.) Afixth fountain of fan¢tification, that 
God ‘hath opened, is the covenant of promife that 
ftands faft in Chrift; and dy thefe precious promies 
we.are made partakers.of the divine nature, 2 Pet. 
lil, 4, Ezek. xxxvi. 25,—-33. Maving thee: pro- 
mifes, we are to-cleanfe ourfelves from all filthine/s of 
the flefh and /pirit, perfecting heline/s im the fear of 
God.. The moreimprovement we make of thefe 
promifes,; which are Yea and Amen in Chri, by 
believing and pleading them, the more holy 

(7.) A feventh fountain of fancification God 
hath opened, is the fanctifying Spirzt of Chritt, 
promifed to caufe usito walk an:his ftatutes, Ezek. 
Xxxvi.27. See what a plentiful communication 
thereof is promifed, and the effects thereof; / 
‘will pour nvater upon him that rs thurfty, and floods 
upon the dry ground.::I will pour my Spirit upon thy 
feed, and my blefing upon thine offspring ; and they 
Shall foring up.as among the gras, as willows by the 
water-counfes; &c. Ifa. xliv. 3, 4. Let us feek the 
promifed Spirit to be mus a-well of water Jpring- 
ing to everlafing life. 

(8;) Another fountain of fanctification God 
hath. opened, :is the fanctifying. blood of Chrift. 
God hath provided this well for ws to wath in; 
itis a fountain opened to the houfe of David, and in- 
habitants of Ferufalem, for. fin and for uncleanne/s, 
Zech. xii. 1. Even the blood of Chrit-that cleanfeth 
us from all fin, * John i. 7 that: we may fing 
and fay, To bim that loved us, and wafhed us from 
our fins im bis awn. blaod, | be glory:and dominion for 
ever and ever, Rev. i. 5,6. The blood that Chrift 
fhed is ftill an open fountain: it was the price 
of fanétification on the crofs, and it is the plea 
for it on the throne, and the plea we have to 
make.ufe of at the throne of grace. : 

(9.) Another fountain of fanctification God 
hath “opened, is the fanctifying relation that 
Chrift hath to the church, as the root, on whom 
alonewe grow in grace and holinefs, and from 
whom alone wé draw fap and fanctifying vir- 
tue, John xv. 1,—§. All our flock of grace is 
in him; and he communicates life to the bran- 
ches in him,’ whereby they grow, and bring 
forth fruit to the praife. and glory of God, O look to 


him who fays, Tam like a green fir-tree, from me is 
@ DES An a: Bs 
wis ngs 39 Another 


thy fruit found, Hofea xiv. 
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(10.) Another fountain of fanctification, that 
God opens to us, is the fanctifying offices of 
Chrift. O look to every one of thefe offices, 
and you will find them {prings of holinefs and 
fanctification. Why, asa Prophet, he inftructs 
us in the way wherein we /hould.go; asa Pricft, 
he purchafeth and procures grace and holinefs 
for us; and, as a King, he fubdues all our {pi- 
ritual enemies, fin and corruption: yea, in all 


thefe particular offices, it is his general office - 


to be a wather of polluted finners and polluted 
faints, as he faid to Peter, Jf I wa/h thee not, thon 
haft no part in me, John xiii. 8. HEROD MELE 

(11.) Another fountain of fanétification, 
that God hath opened to us, is the fanctifying 
example of Chrift, who hath faid, Learn. of me ; 
for Lam meck and lowly in heart, Matth. xi. 29.: 
which may import, both the encourgement we 
have to come to his fchool, becaufe he is fuch 
a meek and condefcending Matter, and alfo the 
leffon we are to learn of him, viz. that of meek- 
nefs and lowlinefs. He bath left us an example, 
that we fhould follow his fleps, 1 Pet. ii. 21. It is 
true, fome will have Chrift to be only an ex- 
ample, and nota proper facrifice to juftice for 
our fins; but we have not fo learned Chrift. In vain 
do men {peak of making Chrift a pattern for 
‘our imitation, if they do not own him alfo to 
be the propitiation for our fins. 

(12.) Another fountain of fanctification, 
that God opens to us in the gofpel, is. the 


fanctifying wvidtories of Chrift, who came to deftroy 


the’ works of the devil, 1 John iii. 8.; and in 
whom we may be more than conquerors. Weare 
to look to his victories, and be convinced of 
judgment to be executed upon Satan’s works 
in us, becaufe the prince of this world is judged, 
John xvi. 11. By following the Captai of our fal- 
vation, we may expect to have all the works of 
wickednefs in our fouls deftroyed, fin fubdued, 
and our hearts and lives fanctified. 


‘Now, in order to the due,improvement of 
thefe fountains of fanctification, that God hath 
opened to us, I fhall clofe with a caution or two. 

1. Let us beware of neglecting the means, the 
‘outward means, fuch as, the inftituted ordi- 
nances of God, the word, facraments,and pray- 
er; for thefe are fanctifying means. The word 
of grace is a fanctifying word; therefore, as 
new born babes, defire the fincere milk of the word, that 
ye may grow thereby, 1 Pet. il. 2200 0 
2, Beware of the carele/s performance of, and 
attendance upon the means of fanctification; 
for, in this world, it 1s the hand of the diligent that 


maketh rich; and, Curfed is he that doth the work of 
‘the Lord deceitfully, or, NEGLIGENTLY, as in 
‘the margin. Beware of floth; for what fruit can 
be feen in the garden of the fluggard? ~ 
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3. Beware of laying weight upon the means, 
and depending upon them, as if they could 
work the effect. We tempt God, if we think to — 
be fanctified without the ufe of means, which 


he himfelf hath appointed; and we provoke 


him/alfo, if we depend upon them, as if fancti- 
fication were of them: whereas means can do 
nothing but as the principal agent is pleafed 
to make ufe of them, and to work by ,them. 
When we lean to means and inftruments, we 
provoke God to leave us, fo as we can find no 
advantage by them. ra j ih 
- 4. Beware of flighting the motions of the Spirit, 
or of griving the Spirit, and quenching the Spirit. 
We may lofe the beft opportunities of thriving 
in fanctification, and improving thefe open 
fountains thereof, if we ftand not always ready | 
to embrace the motions and breathings of the 
Spirit. And if we refift the Holy Ghoft, by - 
whom the work of fanctification is begun and 
carried on, we have a hand in marring and 
retarding his work; efpecially if, by reftrain- 
ing prayer, and by neglecting known duties, 
and living in known impiety, and confcience- 
wafting fin, we provoke him to be gone. — 
Let us live under the conviction of the necef- 
fity of holinefs, without which no man fhall fee God; 
under a conviction of our own utter inability 
to fanctify ourfelves, and of this, that our fuf- 
ficiency is only of God. Let us defpair of do- 
ing any thing in our own ftrength, knowing 
the treachery and deceitfulnefs of our own 
hearts, as deceitful above all things, and defperately 
wicked.’ And let us keep our eye fixed upon the 
all-fufficiency of Chrift, as able to fave us to 
the uttermoft, and made of God to us fanétifi- 
cation. And, that we may be the more pro- 
voked to come to God in Chrift for falvation 
and fanétification, let us confider the pleafure 
and fatisfaction that he hath in faving and. 
fanctifying of loft finners, and in feeing them 
come to him for life, falvation, and fan¢tifica- 
tion: it is promifed to Chrift, He /hall fee the 
travel of his foul, and be fatisfied; and that the plea- 
Jure of the Lord fhall profper in his hand, Ma. liii. 
10, 11.. His delights were with the children of 
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twelve tribes of Ifrael that defcended from them, 
and were denominated by them, were yet more 
renowned. We find their names upon the 
gates of the new Jerufalem.:! 

From the third verfe of the chapter, we have 
the predictions concerning.each tribe: this 
verfe is concerning Gap; and_,the prediction, 
is in allufion to the name Gad, which fignifies, 
a-troop.. Jacob forefaw that they were to be a 
warlike tribe; and fowe find they were, 1 Chron. 
xii. 8. The Gadites, it is faid, were men of might ; 
men of war fit for the battle, that.could handle /hield 
‘and buckler, whofe faces were like.the faces of lions, 
and were as fwift as the roes upon the mountains. He 
forefaw, that the fituation of that tribe, on the 
other fide Jordan, would expofe it to the excurfi- 
ons of the neighbouring enemies, the Moabites 
and Ammonites. .And here two things are 
told about them. . rors ody . 

1. Something for their humilation, to prevent 
their pride; A troop /hall overcome him. That they 
might not be puffed up with. their ftrength and 
valour, they are told that the troops of their 
enemies-fhould in many {kirmifhes overcome 
them: A troop fhall overcome him. 

2. Something for their con/olation: to prevent 
their difcouragement by their defeat, he affures 
them that they fhould overcome at the laf; which; 
accordingly was.fulfilled, when; in Saul’s time 
and David’s, the Moabites and Ammonites were 
wholly fubdued. See this, 1 Chron. v. 18,—22. 
Lhe Jons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and half the tribe 
of Manaffeh, of valiant men, men able to bear buckler 
and fword, and to fhoot with bow, and frilful-in 
war, four and forty thoufand,-feven bundred and 
threefcore, that went out to the war. And they made 
war with the Hagarites, with Fetur, and Nephifh, 
‘and Nodab. And they were helped againft them; and 
the Hagarites were delivered into their hand, and all 
that were with them: for they cried.to God.inthe 
battle, and he was intreated of them, becaufe they put 
their truft.in him. And they took away their caitle.: 
of their camels, fifty thoufand ; and.of fheep, two hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand ; and of affes, two thoufand ; 
and of men, an hundred thoufand. For there fell down 
many flain, for the. war was of God. And they dwelt 
im their fleads until the captivity. Thus. it .was 
accomplhifhed what. Jacob here foretold of Gad, 
A troop fhall overcome him, but he fhall overcome at 
the laf > 6 sos orks Aan patti Shalinesd 
Now this, together with all other fcriptures, 

- is given for our inftruction, and reprefents the 
cafe and lot of God’s church and people to, the 
end of the world., Hence I deduce the follow- 
- ing obfervation. . ONT 
Doct. That the Irael of God may, for a time, ‘be 
' “baffled, vanquifhed, and defeated by troops of ene- 
_ mies_and oppofitions ; yet, they fhall be victorious 

\ Thus grace in the foul is- frequently foiled 
in.its. conflicts; troops of corruption overcome 
it. But the caufe is God’s; and grace will, in 
the iffue, come off a conqueror; yea, more than 
_ a conqueror, Rom.\Vul. 37) 3 sAcrevees) 
| Inflances .in' fcriptures, of the defeat, and 
conqueft of God’s people,.are many.— Facod 
feemed to be defeat, fo as he was obliged to fly 
from. the face of Efau: but-he defeat him, at 
laft. — Fofeph was defeat by a troop of falfe cruel 
brethren, and mighty oppofitions: but he over- 
came at the laft:— /rael was many times over- 


come by troops of enemies: but they overcame 


at laft.—Chri/, the Captain of falvation, feem- 
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ed to be overcome for a while, by troops and 
armies of affaulting oppofitions from heaven, 
earth, and hell, by which he was broughtdown 
to the duftof death: but he was victorious, and 
overcame at laft. 

Fiere we may touch a little, through divine 
aid, to. the following heads of method. 


I. At the for/s which the Ifrael of God’ meet 
with ;-and fhew what, are the ¢roops’ that 
defeat them in this world, and how far 
the troops may overcome them. 
H. Speak a little of their vidfory, and how 
they may be faid to overcome at laf. 
Ill. Offer forme reajons of the doétrine, thew- 
ing why they are many times overcome, 
_ | and why they fhall overcome at laft. 
TV. Make application of the whole fubject. 


I, We are to {peak of the foils which the Ifrael 
of God meet with:in this world. And Iam 
here to. obferve:thefe two things, 1. What are 
the troops:that overcome them: ‘and, 2. How 
Jar. the troops may.overcome them. 

ft, What are the ¢roops that:overcome the If: 
rael of God in this world? To this we reply in 
the following particulars. 

t-/There is a troop of /ufs and corruptions, by 
which they are many. times ‘defeat; Iniquities 
prevail againft me,fays David, Pfal. Ixv. 3. ‘This 
isa numerous troop, comprehending innu- 
merable vain thoughts, and vile imaginations, 
befetting.and, befieging the: foul in time of 
hearing, praying, communicating, and every 
religious duty. "This troop is a body of fathat 
makes the Iftacliof God to cry out fometimes 
with Paul, O wretched nian that Iam! who Shall 
deliver mie from it? Rom, vii. 24: af 

2..'There is a troop. of ungodly:men in the world * 
that they have'to fight with, and that fometimes 
overcome them: Fudge me, O God, and plead’ my 
caufe againft an ungodly nation, Pfal. xliii. 1... This 
is-a troop. that many times bears down the 
work of God in a:church,:and the work of God 
in the heart.. As it was with Ifrael of old;: fo 
it is with the church in all ages: fhe'is never 
without.enemies that annoy her; fometimes 
the tyrant,-by| heart-hatred and open perfecuti- 
on; the athey?, by profanenefs of life; the here- 
tick; by corruptionof doctrine; and the hypo- 
crite; by: Mere pretences to holinefs. oe 

3. Where isa troop of devils that annoys and 
defeats them, while they wrefle not only. awith 
Jef and. blood, but uth principalities. and powers, 
Eph, wi) 12;>The:devil and his inftruments are 
the troops of hellithat. furround ‘them, «.and 
armies from ‘thesbostomlefs. pit. that \aflault 
them, and. throw many: fiery darts of ‘tempta- 
tion \atcthiem.?. Jiveex .Aos PDE YS 
». 40 There. is-a troop of oficers'in:church and 
{late, members.of coitrts and-judicatories)-civih 
or ecclefiaftic, that fometimes fall heavily upon 
them. Thus Chrifth warns his difciples, Matth. 
X. 17s! Phat they will-bedelivered up tocouncils,and 
Scourged tm fynagogues, sand be brought before gover 
nors and kings for bis fake, fora teflimony againft them 
and the,Genizles. Andhe warns:them not to be 
offended, faying;'They shall put you out of the fyna- 
Logues;: yea, the time tometh, that whofoever killeth 
jou, will think that hesdoth God fervice, John xvi. 2. 
I might here mention.:many troops and armies 
of oppofitions that they may meet with; fuch 
as, a troop of earthly: cares and'vexations, a 
troop of hellifh {nares and temiptations, a troop: 
of grievous trials'and tribulations, and crofs 

_ - difpenfations 
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difpenfations that may attack and overcome 
them. But I haften to fhew, 

adly, How far the troop may overcome them. 
I fhall mention four degrees of victory that the 
troop of enemies and oppofers may obtain over 
them. . 

1. The troop may overcome them fo far, as 

to bring them to difire/s and great bondage, as U- 
rael was under in Egypt, and in the, days of 
Nehemiah, when he faid, chap. ii. 17.. Thou 
Jeeft the diftre/s we are m, how Ferufalem heth wafte. 
The child of God may be brought to David’s 
prayer, Pfal.xxv. 17. O bring me out of my diftreffes: 
a troop hath overcome me and brought me in- 
to diftrefs: O bring me out! OF ae 

2. The troop may overcome them fo far, as 
to bring them to di/couragement and di/quietude, 
as well as diltrefs. Thus it was with David, 
when troops of ‘fin and iniquity had deteat 
him, and gone over his head; 7 am feeble and 
Sore broken: I have roared by reafon of the difquietne/s 
of my beart, Pfal. xxxviii. 8) Aoman may be'out- 
wardly diftrefled, and not inwardly difquieted ; 
but then he is greatly defeat, when he is great- 
ly difquieted. 

3. A troop may overcome them fo far, as to 
bring them to de/pair ; this is-yet a forer defeat, 
when the church or child of God is fo far van- 
quifhed and overcome, as tofay, My frength'and 
my hope is perifhed fromthe Lord! remembering mine 
aftiction and my mufery, the wormwood and the gall, 
Lam.iii. 18. So far were the difciples overcome 
with the troop of temptation, when their Lord 
was dead and buried, thattheirhope was giving 
up the ghoft; > when they faid, We trufted that 
it had-been he that fhould have redeemed Ifrael:' but 
now might they fay, We find: ourfelves mi- 
fiaken; our hope is gone. “Oh! what a great 
victory does the enemy gain, when the [rae 
of: God are brought to defpair! | 

4. A troop may overcome them fo far, as to 
bring them to death; to the fentence of death, and 
to death itfelf.—To the /entence of death, ‘as it 
was with the apoftle, 2 Cor. i. 9. We had the 
fentence of death in ourfelves, that:we Should not trufe 
wm ourfelves, but.in God, which raifeth the dead. — 


are feattered about. the grave's: mouth, ashen one 


enemy overcome their, faith; overcome. their 
hope; overcome their: patience; overcome their 
courage and comfort, and dafh them down to 
the ground? ———-So. much oftheir foils. 
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Il. The fecond thing propofed was, To fpeak 
of their vicfory; They. /hall overcome at laft. As did 
Gad, fo fhall all the true Ifrael of God. Here 
it may confidered, How they overcome, and 
when they overcome; or in what refpects they 
may be faid to overcome at laft. 

if, How they fhall overcome. I name fix 
means, by which they effectuate this. 

1. They overcome by knowledge; Dan. xi. 32, 
The people that know their God, fhall be firong, and 
do exploits. And particularly, by getting the 
knowledge of, and acquaintance with the Cap- 
tain of falvation, having abandoned their old ge- 
neral, the devil; ‘under whofe ftandard all the 
children of men by nature wage war againtt 
God ; butnow, by the knowledge of Chrift, they 
are firong, and do exploits ; for, by him ftrength- 
ening them, they can do all things. — They over- 
come by the knowledge of the warfaring hfe of 
the Chriftian, fo:as'to be refolved upon this 
life, and not to be always lying ina bed of eafe. 
— By the knowledge of the nature of the war, 
that it is {piritual, and that the weapons of it 
are not carnal, but mighty, through God, to the pul- 
ling down ftrong holds, cafting down imaginations, &c. 
—And by the knowledge of the neceffity of 
new recruits of grace and ftrength from Jefus 
Chrift. 
quaintance alfo, with the appofite interef and 
parties concerned in the war; how it is grace 
on the one fide, and corruption on the other ; 
Chrift‘on the one fide, and the deviland the 
world on the other: the dragon and his angels, 
againft Michael and his angels. It is neceflary 
in order to overcome, that the foldier know 


This knowledge comprehends ac- . ~ 


his friends and foes. —It comprehends alfo, a — é 


knowledge both of the power and policy of the 
enemy, and of the power and wifdom-of the 
captain to counteract the enemy. The people 
that know their God, fhall be firong, and do exploits. 

-2, They overcome by faith; 1 John v. 5. This 
is the victory whereby we overcome the world, even 


our faith. . The lufts of this world, and the god ~ 


of ‘this world are thus overcome; Whom. refit, 
Jtedfaft im the faith. - Above all, taking the fhiéld of 
futh, By faith we wax valant in fight, Heb. xi. 
Faith hath a-tifter that is called hope, and they 
are both joined together as part of the Chriftian 
armour, 1 Theff. v:-8. Where faith ferves fora 
breafiplate ; and for an helmet, the hope of falvation. 

3. They overcome by /ove; this is alfo joined 
with that fame faith, 1 Theff. v. 8. Let us who 
are of the day bé sober, putting on the breaftplate of 
faith and love Love is a very ftrong: piece of 
armour, that can go through troops of oppo- 
fitions ; Love zs firong as death, &c. Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it, 
Spee ee oe 

4. They overcome by the means of: prayer ; 
Mat. xxvi. 41. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation. This weapon ye find among the rett, 
Eph. vi. 18. Praying always with all prayer and 
Sipplication in the Spirit. - This weapon Paul ufed 


. when'a‘troop invaded him, and a meffenger 


from Satan attacked him; ‘for this I befought the 
Lord thrice.’ The prayetlefs man is a vanquifhed 
man; but as longas a man can pray ‘in faith 


and in the Spirit, he is armed againftthe devil 
and‘his troops. It is beft wreftling againft fin ~ 


and: Satan, and fighting on’ our knees; but 
ceafé praying, and victory is gone. 9 
- g.’They overcome by the blood of Chri? ina 
fpecial manner; They overcame by the bicod of the 
Lamb, Rev. xii.1:. ‘This is the principal weapon, 
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without which, the reft are ufelefs. It is the 
blood of Chritt that fatisfies juftice, purchafes 
victory, cleanfes from all fin, and wathes away 
enemies asa flood. It is the blood of Chriftthat 
poifons the old ferpent, deftroysSatan’s power; 
when Satan bruifed the heel of the woman’s 
feed, Chrift, the promifed feed, gave the ferpent’s 
head a blow, as it were, with his bloody heel, 
and broke the devil’s head therewith; for, dy 
death he deftroyed him that had the power of death, 
that 1s, the devil. 

6. They overcome by the word, which is the 
Sword of the Spirit, Eph. vi. 17. Hence Chritt re- 
pels Satan full with this word, /t is written, it 
is writen, See 1 John ii. 14. [have written to you, 
young men, becaufe ye are trong, and the word of God 
abides in you; and ye have overcome the wicked one. 
Are ye affaulted with the troops of temptation? 
Then call to mind God’s word of command, 
his word of threatening, his word of promife. 
You may do thus and thus, fays Satan: no, 
fay you; So and fo, hath God commanded. There 
is no harm, fays Satan: nay, but, fay you, So 
and fo hath God threatened. ‘You will be no- 
thing the better of your religion, fays Satan: 
nay, but, fay you, So and fo hath God promi/ed. 
Is fin.and corruption ftrong?. Then plead the 
promife, faying, as it is, r Kings i. 13: | Aaf 
thou not faid that Solomon fhall reign? and, bebold 
Adonjah hath ufurped the throne. Thus. they 
overcome. 
~ Thefe two weapons, the blood of Chrift, and 
the word, are joined together, Rev. xii. 11. 
They overcame by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
word of their tefimony. By cleaving zealoufly to 

_ the caufe of truth, they were helped to con- 

vince their beholders, and confound their ene- 
‘mies, to confirm their friends, and fo overcome 
the troop of oppofers. 

2dly, When they overcome, or in what ré/pects 
they may be faid to overcome at laft. Thefe 
fix things are here imported. 7 

1. The partial victory they obtain in time; fo 
as they get day about, as it were, with the 
enemy, when'the Lord returns to them, and 
faith gets up its head, and their fpiritual ar- 
mour is exercifed. 

2. The final and. full victory they obtain at 
death and judgment, when as the /af enemy to 
be deftroyed 1s death, fo death itfelf fhall be fwallow- 
ed up in victory. "They fhall overcome at -laft; it 
imports, 

3. A gradual victory; or that to which they 
come by various degrees, rifings and fallings, 
hopes and fears; yet by little and. little, as the 
Lord drove out the Canaanites before Ifrael. 
4; Acdoficult victory that is not obtained, till 
the laft, after much ado; for, the kingdom of hea- 
ven fuffers violence, and the violent take it by force. 
They mutt force their way all along to the very 
laft; It imports,» TH oe, 
5: Ampflerious vitory, wherein they conquer, 
even) when conquered; and by being overcome, 
do overcome: ‘as Chrift, by death; deftroyed 
death; fo they, by being conquered, do conquer; 
when, by their foils, they are excited to fight 
more courageoufly; and by their falls they are 
amade more circumfpect, more humble, tender, 
warry, and watchful. Thus they overcome at laf, 

6. It imports a certaim victory in the iffue: 
He fhall overcome at laf, however uncertain at 


firft, it feems tobe; yea, and not only dubious, 


but defperate-like, when troops of enemies o- 
vercome them; yet he that promifes the vic- 
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tory will give it to them, and make them af. 
cribe it only to him, faying, Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory, through Fefus Chrift 
our Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 57. 
{na word, they may be {aid to overcome at 
laft, when, however weak, yet, out of weakne/s 
they are made ftrong, Heb. xi. 34. When after 
grievous dafhes they recover new ftrength; 
and fo go from frengih to Ftrength, till they appear 
before the Lord in Zion, Plalm lxxxiv. 7. When, in 
extremity, they are helped, with furprifing 
auxiliaries from heaven, fo that it may be faid, 
JEHovAH-JIREH, Jn the mount of the Lord it fhall 
be fen, the Lord will provide. When; in the heat 
of the battle, the Lord makes himfelf known 
by his antient name, JeHovau-Nisst, The Lord 
their banner. When he fhews himfelf a prefent 
help in time of trouble, when all other helps and 
afliftance is gone: For the Lord Shall judge his 
people, and repent bimfelf for bis Jervants, when be 
Jeeth that their power is gone, and there is none Shut 
up or Kft, Deut. xxxii. 36. When, though the 
enemy prevails, yet they keep the field; and 
when, though they lofe many battles, yet they 
gain the war. Then, and in thefe refpects, 
they may be faid to overcome at laft. 


Il. The ¢hird thing propofed was, To offer 
the grounds of the doctrine. And here alfo, there 
are two things to be evidenced; 1. Why a troop 
fhall overcome them. 2. Why they /hall over- 
come at laft. : 

ft, Why it is fo‘ordered of God, that his people, 
while on earth, thould be thus foiled, defeat, 
and:overcome:? 

1. It is fo ordered for the honour of God’s per- 
fections. That his wi/dom may appear in lead- 
ing them through the midift of their enemies: 
his power, in enabling their dead. men to rife 
and regain the conqueft, and overleap a wall: 
his, faithfulne/s, in bringing them through fre 
and water to a wealthy land, according to his 
word: and his goodne/s, in not fuffering them 
to be tempted above what they are ablé, nor always 
trampled upon. 

2. It is fo ordered, for the exercife of their 
graces, and of their fpiritual arms; yea, he fuf- 
fers them to be defeated, notwithftanding their 
arms, that they may learn not totrutft to their 
graces and borrowed armour, but to be frong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

3. It is to make their victory the more remark- 
able, and their heaven the more fweet, where 
they fhall fing an eternal Exwixi, a Jong of vic- 
tory over all their enemies ; and that while they 
are by the way, every new victoty they obtain 
may be the more fweet, glorious, and wonder- 
ful; when after they were dafhed and conquer- 
ed, they become conquerors, | = 

4. It 1s fo ordered, that there may be a con- 
formty between them and their head, their Cap- 
tain; for, they are predeftinate to be conformed to. 
his image, both in fufferings and glory. Now, 
he was made perfec? through fufferimg ; by death 
he overcame death; by being overcome he over- 
came. | 3 ly 

5. It is fo ordered, to make them humble and 
dependent; humble. in the fenfe of their own 
weaknefs, while they cannot ftand before the 
enemy withoutbeing foiled and overcome, the 
devil, the world, and corruption being too 
ftrong for them; and that they may learn to 
live a life of faith and dependence upon their 
powvertit Penerd[s2 ees 

6, Hence 
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6. Hence it is thus ordered, to help their 
memory; Pfal. lix. 11. Slay them not. left my people 
foryet. Slay not the enemy, fays God, but ra- 
‘ther let them flay and overcome, left my peo- 
ple forget their prayers, and forget my promife, 
and forget what they have ado for me, and 
what I have ado for them; left they forget to 
watch, and wait, and keep under my ftand- 
ard. 

2dly, Why they fhall overcome at laft. Their 
victory is fure. 

1. Becaufe their Head has overcome; their 
Captain hath conquered all their enemies, and 
Spoiled principalities and powers, and made a fhow of 
them openly, triumphing over them in his crofs, Col. 
ii. 15.: and he is exalted far above all principality, 
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, but alfo in that 
which 1s to come, Eph.1. 21. And therefore they 
may be convinced of judgment, and of victory, be- 
caufe the prince of this world 1s judged. 

2. Becaufe their Captain heads them, and 
goes before them in the van; The breaker is come 
up before them: and their King fhall pa/s before them, 
and the Lord on the bead of them, Mic. 11. 13.. How 
can they but have fuccefs in the iffue, the an- 
gel of God going before them, as with Ifrael 
of old? . 

3. They fhall overcome at laft,. becaufe the 
Captain fol/ows them,-and not only leads. the 
van, but alfo brings up the rear; Depart ye, de- 
part ye; go ye out from thence ; touch no unclean thing: 
go ye out of the nudft of her; be ye clean that bear the 
veffels of the Lord. For ye fhall not go out with hafte, 
nor go by flight ; for the Lord will go before you, and 
the God of Ifrael will be your rere-ward, fa. 1.11, 12. 
That is, God will both lead their van and bring 
up the rear, fecuring them from enemies.that 
either meet them, or follow them; for, with 
his favour will he compa/s them. _God’s. prefence 
with his people, will be that to them, which 
the pillar of cloud was to Hrael, both. behind 
and before them. See Ifa. Ivili. 8. Thy righte- 
oufne/s fhall go before thee, and the glory of the Lord 

Jhall be thy rere-ward. Chrift, thy righteoufnefs, 
before thee, as thy van-guard; and the glory 
of God, Chrift, the rere-ward, in whom God’s: 
glory fhines, and on whom alone we can de- 
pend, when our fins purfue us, and are ready 
to take hold.upon us, and when we are.pur- 
fued by any other enemy. j 

_4. They fhall overcome at laft, becaufe their 
enemues are Chrifi’s enemies ; Exod. xxiii. 22. J will 
be an enemy to thine enemies, and an.adverfary to thine 
adverfaries. The troops that overcome them are 
the troops of hell, that fight againft the God 
of heaven ; and therefore they fhall notalways 
prevail: When God arifes, his enemies fhall be fcat- 
tered, Pfa. Ixviil. 1. Moab /ball be deftroyed, becaufe 
he magmfied himfelf againft the Lord, Jer. xlviii.. 42. 

5. Becaufe his honour is engaged ; his glory 
is coricerned. It is faid once and again, nay, a’ 
forth time, in the twentieth chapter of Ezekiel, 
He fought, or wrought for his name's Jake, ver. 
4, 14,22, 44. And, indeed, when his name 
and glory is concerned, he has more to lofe 
than. they, in cafe they fhould not overcome 
at laft; they would but Jofe their life, their 
foul, their falvation; but, he would lofe his 
truth, his honour, his glory, which. is infi- 
toe greater: therefore, they fhall overcome 
“at Lait. ere ts te eee 
_. 6. Becaufe they have more for them than a- 
gainft them: their name is Gab, a troop; a com- 
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pany of two armies; yea, they have many troops 
and regiments on their fide: and, if our eyes 


were open, according to Elifha’s prayer,2 Kings _ 


vi. 17. we might fee mountains full of chariots and 
horfes of fire about the Ifrael of God. I will name 
ten regiments (or to keep by the words of the 
text) ¢roops, they have upon their fide, by which 
they cannot fail to overcome at latt. 

(1.) The greateft and flrongeft isa troop of 
‘divine attributes furrounding them, as the moun- 
tains are about ‘Ferufalem, Pfal. cxxv. 2. And hence, 
the place of their defence is faid to be the muni- 
tion of rocks; attributes of God, like rocks of 
defence about them. It is under the fhadow 
of thefe attributes they are fafe and victorious; 
for he fends forth his mercy and truth for that 
end: Be merciful unto me, O God; be merciful unto 
me; for my foul trufteth in thee: yea, in the fhadow 
of thy wings will I make my refuge, until thefe-cala- 
mities be overpaft. He fhall fend from heaven and 


Save me from the reproach of him that would fwallow - 
me up: God {hall fend forth his mercy and his truth, . 


Pfa. lvii. 1,2. Lam God all-fufficient, fays God to 
Abraham ; and fo all his fpiritual feed. My. 


wifdom, fufficient for your direction ;my power, . 


fufficient for your protection, &c. My grace fhall 
be fufficient for thee, my firength fhall be made perfect 
in thy weakne/s..' How can thefe that have fuch 
troops for them but overcome at laft? 

(2.) They have a troop of graces; namely, 
faith, and all the reft, of which. Chrift hath 
prayed that they fail not; 7 have prayed for thee, 
fays Chrift to Peter, that thy faith fail not. And, 
fo he hath prayed that their Aope fail not utter- 
ly; that their patience fail not; that their love - 
fail not; that their graces fail not: therefore, 
corruption fhall fall before grace; Sin /hall not 
have.dominion over you; for you are not under the law, 
but under grace. Under that grace of God, that 
is the fountain of all graces in them. : 

(3.) They have a troop of divine offices, and 
divine officers on their fide: Chrift, the chief Of- 
ficer, clothed: with. all faving’ offices; whether 
general, as that of aSaviour, Redeemer, Friend; 
and Captain of falvation: or particular, as Pro- 
phet, Prieft, and King; by whom they cannot 
but overcome at laft. And of under-officers; 
they have a guard about them, reprefented by 
Solomon’s life-guard about his bed; Three/core: 
valiant men are faid to be about it, of the valiant of I= 
rael... They all hold. fwords beng expert in.wwars e- 
very man hath bis fword upon his thigh, becaufe of 
fear inthe mght, Song iii. 7, 8.» Thefe officers, 
when faithful to their prince, and armed with 
the /word of the Spirit, and their feet /hod with 
the preparation of the gofpel of peace, are helped to 


defend the Lord’s people from .the {nares and 
corruptions of the times, and: the troops of 


corrupt teachers, and corrupt judicatories. == 
_ (4.) They haveia troop of faints and witneffes 
on their fide. Witnefling faints, in paft and 
prefent, times ; witnefling faints, old and late, 
are {poke of as helpers and encouragers in the 
holy..war; as thofe fpoken of ‘Heb. xi. of 
whom it is faid, Chap. xii. 1. Wherefore, fee- 
mg we are compafjed about with fo great a cloud of 
witneffes, let us lay afide every weight, and the fm 
which doth fo eafily-befet us, and let us run with pa- 
tience the race that is fet before us ; looking, efpeci- 
ally, unto Fefus, that is the head of the witnef-. 


fing remnant, who, for the joy that-qwasfet be- 


fore himendured the crofs, defpifing the fhame, and is 
Jet down at the.right-band of the throne of God. Wit- 
neffing faints at prefent alfo, fo far as they are 

| See faithful 


- ‘ . - 
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faithful witnefles for God, will be powerful 
~-wrelftlers with him that fhall prevail, and 
through God do valiantly. | 
(5.) They have a troop of angels on their fide ; 
The angel of the Lord encamps round about them that 
fear him, and delivers them, Pia. xxxiv. 6. What 
havock did one angel make in the camp of 
the Affyrians in one night, deftroying an hund- 
red fourfcore and five thoufand: they are ail 
minifiring fpirits to the heirs of falvatin, and de- 
ftructive fpirits to their enemies. | 
_ (6.) They have a troop of heavenly luminaries 
on their fide, whenever God pleafes to call 
- them to the affiftance of his people; even as the 
_. flars in their courfes fought againft Sifera. God has 
made fometimes.the ftars of heaven, the fun 
in the firmament, to fubferve the defign of his 
 people’s overcoming their enemies. 


£ 


————— 


their fide: God has fometimes ratfed up an ar- 
__- my of inferior defpicable creatures, frogs, lice, 
: flies, and vermin ; the moft inconfiderable like 
infects as a formidable troop to invade the e- 
a -- nemies camp, and make Ifrael to overcome, as 
in Egypt; for, when their ways pleafe the 
Lord, they are in league with the ftones of the field ; 
and the beafts of the field are at peace with them, and 
Rei tt at war with their enemies, Job v. 23. Deut. 
Be” xwtah, 26, 27 eon: deentiot serck 3 axsal 
___—-..(8.) They have a troop or army of prayers on 
; their fide, which, God the hearer of prayers 
hath obliged him to anfwer. Both the prayer 
x of their Aigh-prieff upon the throne, whom the 
+ Father hears always, and who hath prayed. for 
 . Jerufalem, Zech. i. 12. and whom God an- 
ss fwers with good words, and comfortable words, fay- 
. ing, I am returned to Ferufalem unth mercies, my 
houfe fhall be built init, notwithftanding all op- 
pofing enemies: and alfo the prayers of his 
___ people, offered in the faith of oie oa through 
._ Ghrift: thefe fhall be anfwered, for the Lord 
hath faid it, Pla. cit. 16, 17.. When the Lord fhall 
* build up Zion, be will appear m his glory ; he will 
___— regard’the prayer of the deftitute, and not defpife thew 
prayer. As the prayer of faith hath power 
with God, fo this troop hath fometimes been 
____ terrible to his enemies ; as to the Scots queen, 
_ Mary, that was more afraid for John Knox’s 
praye 
MON Ss Bes 00 “rt 
(9.) They have a troop of promies to fide 
with them, and affure them, that they fhall 
overcome at laft: though they be overcome, 
yet, it is promifed them, that they fhall over- 
come at laft: compare Rev. xiii. 7. was given 
him to make war with the faints, and to overcome 
them, with Rev. xvii 14. Thefe /ball make war 
with the Lamb, and the Lamb /hall overcome them ; 
_ for he is Lorn of lords, and KinG of kings; and 
_ they that are with him, are called, and chofen, and 
i. It is promifed, the Lamb fhall over- 
them, and make his followers overcom- 
d all the promifes of God, are Yea and Amen 
, to the glory of God: and therefore, this 
1 overcome for them; Heaven and 
way, but not ajot or title of his word 
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_ (7.) They have a troop of earthly creatures On 


than for an army of ten thoufand 


with the enemy. The doétrine of the falls and 


ne- 
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him. All Jofeph’s troubles, and afflictions 
that he met with, were but bringing about 
his advancement; and, fo all the foils and de- 
feats that the believer meets with, contribute . 
to his being victor at laft: even all the plots of 
hell, and rage of men and devils againft Chrift, 
contributed to bring about his wiumphant 
victory ; fo, all his people, however contra- 
dicted and conquered, fhall overcome at latt. 
Though a troop overcome them, yet having 


thefe numerous troops upon their fide; the fi- 


nal victory fhall be on their fide alfo. 


IV. Thenext thing propofed was the application. 
If it be fo, as in the firft branch of the doftrine, 
That the Ifrael of God, may for a time be foiled and 
defeat by troops of enemies and oppofitions, hence fee, 

1. That the ftate of the church and children 
of God in this world, is not only a militant fate, 
but may be a maflered flate, may be conquered 
by their enemies within and without; Ifrael 
may be long in bondage to their enemies. Be- 
lievers may be long. under captivity to the law 
of fin and death; Jee a law im my members war- 


ring agamft the law of my mind, and bringing me into 


captivity to the law of fin, which is in my members, 
Rom. vil. 23: | Think it not a new or ftrange 
thing, to fee the caufe and people of God op- 
prefled and born down, vanquifhed, and over- 
come. 

2. Hence fee, it is no /mall oppofition that the _ 
Lord’s people fhould lay their account with; 
A troop fhall overcome him: importing, that con- 
federate forces againft them may be expected; 
The kings of the earth may fet themfelves, and the 
rulers of church and flate may take counfel toge- 
ther againft the Lord, faying, Let us break their bands 
afunder, and caft their cords from us, Pfal. il. 2, 3. 
See Pfal. Ixxxiii. 1,—8. . : 

3. Hence fee, that- confederate powers againft 
the people of God, may be conquering powers, 
for a time; they may gain the day for a while, 
and the Lord only knows how long. The If- 
rael of God may be put to cry under the con- 
tinued prevalence of inward corruption, and 
outward oppofition, as Pfal. xiii. 1, 2. How long 
wilt thou forget me, O Lord, for ever? How long 


Shall mine enemy be exalted over me? 


4. Hence fee, that the true Ifrael of God are 
at the worft, but zzvoluntary captives to their e- 
nemies, viz. fin, Satan, and the world of wick- 
ed men; but are never voluntary fubjects or 
fervants to them: Gad, a troop fhall- overcome him, 
againft his will; he fhall never incorporate or 
be embodied with the troop, nor make league 


foils of believers, may be dangerous to the 

fecure, anda ftone of ftumblingtothem. Why, 

fay they, 1am daily overcome by fin; daily a 
maftered with corruption; my heart dead like 
a ftone in prayer: but, my bleffing on the mi- ag he 
nifter, for he gives me hope, faying, Believers~~ ; 
may be juft like me; and folconclude my- 
felf among the number of believers, and hope 
to be faved as well as the beft: Alas! beware, 
man, left this kind of reafoning p: 

{pot to be none of th 
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troop may overcome hirh, but he is overcome 
with a But. There is oppofition to oppofition 
in the cafe; and, as the enemy treads upon 
him; fo, fometimes he treads upon the ene- 
my; and, by alternate turns, they defeat one 
another, fo as the iffue feems dubious, and the 
poor believer fears, left one day, he fall by the 
hand of Saul. 

6. Herice fee matter of daily humiliation ‘and 
exercife to the children of God, while they are 
here in this world, where they may expect, 
certainly, that-a troop fhall! overcome them ; 
and therefore, they ought not to be fecure, but 
watchful; they ought not to be proud, but 
humble; they ought not to be lazy, but active; 
they ought not to faint, but'to fight. Spiritu-- 
al ation is the firft, the fecond, the third, and 
thé lait part of a Chriftian. Religion is no eafy 
bufinefs ; nor is it enough to begin well in the 
wavy of God: unlefs we hold on, we cannot be 
victorious: He that endures to the end fhall be faved.’ 
It is dangerous to fit down and make a truce 
with the enemy, or go in to a ceflation of arms. 
Yea, it is dangérous to parly with temptation, ’ 
and to reafon with the devil, whether you 
fhould venture on fuch a fin or not; though 
you fhould multer up arguments, you may 
find the devil is a better politician than you: 
his agents alfo, that oppofe God’s work and 
caufe, may defeat you in point of policy; and 
reafon more ftrongly againft the caufe of Chritt, 
than you can-do for it: they may filence you 
in difpute ; but, it were beft for you in fuch a 
cafe, to fay with the woman, that fpake with 


the fpirit of a martyr, “ Indeed, I cannot dif-. 


“ pute for Chrift; but I can burn for him.” 
So may you fay, when unable to anfwer fub- 
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they wreftled with their enemies, and they 
wreftled with God, like their father Jacob, for 
victory over their enemies: hence it is faid of 
them, and the reft who joined with them, 


’ 1 Chron. v. 20. They cried to God in the battle, and 


he was intreated of them; becaufe he put their truft 
in him. Try if you have a wreftling fpirit; 


know you what it is to wreftle with God for: ~ 


the bleffing; to wreftle with God for victory. 
over your lufts? \ And as it was the Lord’s bat-. 
tle, that the tribe of Gad: fought againft the 
enemies of God ;: fo, fee what fide you are up- 


on, for only thefe that are ‘upon God's fide, 


upon Chrift’s fide, upon truth’s fide, fhall be 


overcomers, and at lait victorious... 9 
8. Hence fee matter of terror to the enemies. 


of God, and of his. people, who are fighting 
a gaint God, and“his work, caufe, and intereft ; 
though they fhould overcome at firft, yet they 


fhall be overcome at laft. If the children ofGod, 


and his caufe amongtt their hands, fhall over-. 
come at laft, then you fhall. be overcome at 
laft; though you fhould fight and prevail for 
a while, you fhall be dreadfully defeat at laft. 
If you continue in the enemies camp, fighting 
with the dragon and his angels, againft Micha- 
el and his: fight as you will, you fhall be de- 
ftroyed at laft. The laff enemy to. be deftroyed os. 
death; but you may be amongftt the firft ene-. 
mies to be deftroyed. If you remain, O finner, 
anenemy to the Son of God, know, that he is 
manifefted to deftrey the works of the devil; and alk 
the inftruments of the devil, that are workers 
for him; they are all devoted to deftruction: 
The enemies of the Lord /hall be as the fat of rams, 
they fhall confume ; into,fmoke fhall they confume away. 
God hath promifed to Chrift,.that his enemies, 


tile adverfaries; Though I cannot reafon and /hall lick the very duft; and that he will plague them 


argue for Chrift, yet 1 will fight for him, wit- 
nefs for him, I will do for him, I will fuffer 
for him; and, through grace, I will die for 
him. ; 6 el 

7. Is it fo, as in the fecond branch of the 
doctrine, that the true I/rael of God /hall overcome 
at laf? Wence fee, then, matter of examination 
and frial. Let us fearch and try if we be of the 
tribe of Gad, that however conquered for a 
while, fhall overcome at laft. See if you be, 


that hate bim. You may think that you carry 
the day, and carry all before you, when you. 
get the minifters and people of God oppretled; 
the witnefles killed; paftors fet to the door; 
and people fet tothe field: but yet alittle while. 
and Zion will be a burdenfome ftone to her 
enemies; they that fall under the weight of. 
it, fhall be grinded to powder; for, God /hall 
arife, as in mount Perazim; and be wroth asin the 


valley of Gibeon. When he whets his ghttering. 


in a fpiritual fenfe, what Gad was in another. /word, and his hand takes bold of judgment, be will 
The tribe of Gad was a warlike anda wreftling render vengeance to his enemies, and will reward 


tribe, a valiant and a victorious tribe, 1 Chron. 


xii. 8. v. 18, 20. ‘Try then what fpirit you | 
3 oe Weis 


are of. . | . 
 (1.) Have you got a warlike {pirit; a difpo- 
fition for the holy war againft fin, Satan, and 


the world? If fo, then you have feen yourfelf you are doing good fervice to God, while mad-.__ 
ly perfecuting them. It may aggravate their 


by nature, to be a flave to thefe enemies, a flave 
to your lufts, a flave to Satan, and a drudge to 


the world; you have found the curfed chain 


of fin, dragging you downward, downward, 
downward! You have feen yourfelf in prifon 
and bondage to {piritual enemies, and would 


them that hate him. SHYT fio 
You {hall be overcome at laft: though you 
be of the troop that overcomes the tribe of Gad. 
a thoufand times, yet you fhall be overcome - 
at laft, even though you miftake, and think 


trial at the time, that you purfue them as ene-. 


mies to God, and difturbers of Irael, and fuch as. 
turn the world up-fide down ; but it fhall 

your torment, that, under a profefli 
gion, you was an enemy to reli 
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fhall we think of minifters, who fit in the tem- 
ple of God, exalting themfelves abbve’the he- 
ritage of God, opprefling and fcattering them *? 
This antichriftian fpirit is devoted to deftructi- 
onand perdition,: 2 Theff ii. 3, 4. Let all wick- 
ed finners, who continue in fin and rebellion 
againft God, know, that it is hard for them to 
kick againft the pricks: they make war with the 
Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them, and 
oblige them to cry with the apoftate emperor 
Julian, Vici, O Galilee. paxrh- 
_ 9. Hence fee matter of comfort to all the fol- 
lowers of the Lamb, that cleave unto him, and 
to his name, truth, and caufe; for it is fure, 
the opprefled caufe and heritage of God fhall 
get up their head, however long they be run 
‘down: they fhall not be always under the 
hatches of depreffion or oppreflion from ene-. 
be mies: no; they fhall overcome at the laft: The 
rod of the wicked fhall not always reft upon the lot of 
Bs the righteous, Pfal. cxxv. 3. ‘The poor believing 


ea foul may be crying, Oh! Iam overcome; over-. 


4 come witha troop of lufts and corruptions, a 
troop of devils and temptations, a troop of e- 
-—s- nemies; within and without: but, raife up 
your head and heart, believer, in the faith of 
this, that you /ball overcome at laft.—Your victo- 
‘ry over fin andSatan, death and hell, is fecur- 
ed by the word and oath of God, the two immu- 
table things, by which it is impoffible for God to lye — 
‘It is fecured by the death, refurrection, and exal- 
| tation of your captain, Jefus Chrift; becaufe he 
hives, you fhall hve ; and becaufe he_hath over- 

come, you fhall overcome: He was dead and is 

alive, and hves for evermore; and hath the keys of 

bell and death.—tt is fecured by his victories, his 

blood, and his zntercefion: this can anfwer all 
 challanges of the adverfaries;. Who can lay any 
. thing to the charge of God's elect? it ts God that jufti- 

fies, whois be that condemneth? it 1sChrift that died ; 
: yea, rather that 1s rifen again, and fitteth at the right- 
hand of God.— Victory is fecured by God’s cove-. 
nant with Chrift your head, in whom it ftands 


os ¢ & 


ras 


hae, ee eS 


ee et 


faft, and by the ve the Father bears to the’ 


Se, Son, our fhield; My loving-kindne/s will I not take 
away from him. If his children break my law, and 
walk not in the way of my commandments ; Iwill vi- 


But of the Spirit of him that raifed up Fefus from the 
_ dead, dwell in you; he that raifed up Chrift from the 
dead, fhall alfo quicken your mortal bodies, by his Spi- 
welleth in you: for, if ye lve after the flefh 
ne, but if ye through the Spirit, mortify the 
body, ye fhall hve, Rom. viii. 11, 13.— 

d_ by the earnef of the victory already 
ious experiences are the ear- 
1s victory; fuch as, grace to 
f for it; grace to pray and 
gainit it; grace to rejoice 
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mount of the Lord, it hall be feen, the Lord will pro 
vide, 2, At the latt battle you may be fure of 
it; for, the battle ts the Lord’s. 3. At the laft 
breath ; for then your warfare fhall be accomplifh- 
ed; and death will bring down the houfe upon 
the Philiftines, and flay themall. «. At the 
laft day; for then the victory will be complete, 
not only over.death, which /hall be fwallowed 
up mvictory, but over the grave, which, till then, 
detains the duft of the faints, as an evidence 
that victory over the grave was not till then 
confummate.. But, the Spirit of bim that raifed 
up Chrift from the dead, /hall then quicken our mortal 
bodies, that foul and body may for ever triumph 
together in him, that made them more than con- 
querors... It is faid, The righteous /hall have domi- 
mion over them in the morning.— Thus you fhall 
overcome at the laft. -snoh ove | 

10, Hence fee matter of exhortation and direc- 
tion; ina word, firft to the enemies, and then to. 
the friends of God. 

(1.) To you that are the enemies to God, and, 
his caufe and people, joined with the troops of 
hell: that are in arms againft heaven. Alas! 
Sirs, throw down your rebellious arms! We, 
as ambaffadors for Chrift, would pray you, in Chrift’s 
Stead, tobe reconciled unto God. Why will you 
fight againft him? you are not,a match for 
him. Who can harden bim/elf againft.God and prof- 
per? Yea, the tribe of Gad, and the troops 
that are upon their fide, will gain the day a- 
gainft you, and all the legions of hell, ere all 
be done: therefore, O come, come.and inlift 
yourfelves with our captain‘of falvation? He: 
is a glorious and victorious captain; he hath 
upon his vefture and thigh, this name written, 
KiNG of kings, and Lorv of lords :' The fiandard- 
bearer among ft ten thoufands. And, though you 
have been fighting againft him all your days, 
to this very moment, by a loofe and profane 
wicked life of rebellion, yet he is content to 
take all comers, though they have been rebels;, 
for, he received gifts for men, even for the rebellious: 
he is obliged by his office to diftribute of thefe 
gifts amongtt the rebellious, to engage them 
to come in to his camp: and, this is the mo-’ 
ney that the captain is offering you, to allure 
you to come out from amongft the troops.and 
tribes of hell, and to come to him, and to his 
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make you a valiant foldier, a hearty volun- 
teer, and more than a conqueror at laft. The 
Lord effectually perfuade you! 

(2.) Our next exhortation is to you who have 
ined with this glorious captain, and become 
his foldiers, defiring to fight under his banner, 
againft the devil, the world, and the flefh: O 
Sirs, be encouraged to fight the good fight of faith. 
Be not difcouraged, poor believer,even though 
a troop of temptations and corruptions fhall 


overcome you, -yet rife and fight again, -by 


faith and prayer; for, you /ball overcome at the 
laf. Be no difcouraged, you who honeftly e- 
fpoufe the caufe of truth and reformation a- 
gainft the errors and corruptions of the day, 
though troops of oppofition fhould arife from 
courts and judicatories, in greater fury than 
yet they have done; though the caufe may 
feem to be a loft caufe, and utterly defeat, yet 
the caufe of truth is the conquering caufe, and 
fhall overcome at laft. Though a corrupt 
church fhould inftigate the ftate againft the 
witnefles for a reformation intereft, and over- 
come them, and kill them, as it is faid of thefe, 
Rev. xi. 7.. becaufe their teftimony torments 
them that dwell upon the earth; yet he that 
can give them: power to prophe/y in fackcloth, can, 
after three days and a half, make the Spirit of 
life enter into them, and: make a living fuc- 
ceffion of witnefles, to be-as terrible to their e- 
nemies, as an army with ‘banners. ~ See the 
courage of Nehemiah, chap. ii. 17,—20. when 
building Jerufalem, and when Sanbalat and 
Tobiah laughed them to fcorn, and defpifed 
them, and at the fame time inftigate the ftate 
againft them, and reprefented them as ene- 
mies to the civil government, faying, What is 
this thing that ye do? will ye rebel againft the king, 
by difturbing the lieges’?) Nehemiah anfwers, 
The king of heaven, he will profper us ; therefore we 
his fervants will rife and build. Be not difcourag- 
ed from duty, you who are amongtt the pray- 
ing and wreftling remnant, even though a 
troop of foreign enemies fhould invade and 
overcome the land, and turn it into a field of 
blood, for the wickednefs of them that dwell 
therein; though the devouring fword fhould 
be fent.to avenge the quarrel of his covenant +; yet 
the mourning remnant fhall be fafe: though 
' a troop fhould overcome them, yet they /hall overcome 
at laft. . 


Let me exhort you, O foldiers of Chrift, to put 
on your armour, and to look to heaven: for 
fkill to manage your ‘arms. 

1. Fortify your weake? fide with the frongef 
guard, by watching, efpecially, againft the fin 
that eafily befets us. 

.2.. Endure bardnefs as a good foldier of Chri. The 
foldier is not well trained for war, that cannot 
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endure the hardfhip of coarfe entertainment, 
or an ill made bed; how fhall he watch all 
night, and fight all day? Again, 

3. Let me exhort you to keep your eye upon 
the Captain general, that hath already overcome 
all your enemies ; enter yourfelves heir to his 
victories ; be frong inthe Lord, and in the ftrength 
that is in him, in the grace that is in him. And, 

4. Fight much upon your kuees, like the Chri- 
ftians, that prayed down thunder and lighten- 
ing upon their enemies. Luther calls prayer, 
Chriftianorum bombarda; “ the Chriftian gunifhot 
“ and artillery.” Again, 

5. Keep clofe to the Captain and his bands; 
do not disjoin the conquering tribe, the tribe 
of Gad, that you may be fealed as conquerors 
atlaft; for, Of the tribe of Gad were fealed twelve 
thoufand among the reft, Rev. vii. 5. ate 

6. Be not di/pirited with the foils you may get, 
and enemies you may meet with. You may 
have troops of them defeating you; but, Orife 
and take courage; for, what can hearten a fol- 
dier more, than to be fure he fhall overcome 
atlaft? Fight, therefore, in the faith of the final 
victory: never lay down your arms, nor give 
over praying, believing, trufting, hoping, wait- 
ing, and watching, and warring, though you 
fhould be foiled and defeat a thoufand times : 
the Captain’s honour is engaged that you fhall 
overcome at laft.. Set the troops of heaven a- 
gainft the troops of hell. Know, that it is 
Michael and his angels, that fight againft the 
dragon and his angels; therefore, whatever 
blows and overthrows you may meet with at 
firft, whatever battles you may lofe, yet remem- 
ber what is coming at laft. Be not furprifed, 
if, after a communion, a troop overcome you; 
lo, he hath warned you it fhall be fo; but, he 
hath made victory as fure; The/e things have I 

Spoken unto you, that you fhould not be offended. ‘They 


ball put you out of the fynagogues; yea, the time com- . 


eth, that whofoever killeth you, will think that he 
doth God fervice. And thefe things will they do unto 
you, becaufe they have not known the Father nior-me; 
but thefe things have I told you, that when the time 
Jball come, ye may remember that I told you of them, 
John xvi. 1,—4. Be ftrong in the faith of ever- 
lafting triumph in heaven over all your ene- 
mies, when the palm of victory will be put in 
your hands, and the crown of victory on your 
head. Lay your account with being conquered 
here; for, a troop fhall overcome you: and 
perhaps too foon after this folemnity, you may 
be foiled by your furrounding foes within and 
without. But, O believer, rifeand fight in the 
faith of complete victory at laft: yourCaptain’s 
name is JEHovAH-NIssI, the Lord your banner: 
And therefore, O believer! your name at’ the 
loweft fhall be, Gad, a troop fhall overcome you, but 
you [hall overcome at laft. 


+ It was formerly obferved, p. 86. that this nation was, at this time, in-open war with the courts of Spain and France. 
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form he MOON 3 XCIV, 


CurisT the true Moses, fent to deliver his true J/rae/ from 


their fpiritual. Egypt. * 


I have Jeen, I have feen the’ affliition 


AL CATS. V1. 340 0} 5D qsrclt is ‘fc 
of my people which is in Egypt; and I have: heard their groan- 


bees ing, and am: come down to deliver them. And now come, I will fend thee into Egypt. 


“BO HE temporal deliverance which God gave 
. | ’ his church. out of their Egyptian bon- 
 dage, was typical of the fpiritual deliver- 
‘ance of his people in after ages, from whatever 
fpiritual bondage they are under. The text 
now read, {hews God’s pity and mercy towards 
_his people, after they had been for many years 
in a pitiful cafe, and under grievous oppreffi- 
ons. And there‘ are thefe’ five particulars [| 
would obferve in the words. 1. The defination 
of the people, who were pitied of the Lord, My 
people. 2. The grievous cafe and diftre/s they were 
in. It is called their affliction im Egypt. 3. The 
carriage and behaviour of thefe people under their 
diftrefs, they groaned. 4. How the Lord fhewed 
his pity to them, namely, both by /eemg their 
calamity; J have'spen, J have Jeen it: and -by 
hearing alfol; [ have HEARD their groaning: and 
then by comg to their help; Jam come down 
to deliver them. 5. What means:he ufes for this 
end, and how he calls Mofes' for that purpofe; 
And now come, I will fend thee into Egypt. 
Waving the formality of a doctrinal propo- 
 fition; at the time, we fhall {peak a little to each 
of thefe particulars, in the order now’ laid 


down, wiz. 


I. The defignation of the people who are pitied. 
Il. ‘The grievous cafe and difre/s they were in. 
Il. Their behaviour under their diftrefs. 

IV. How the Lord fhewed his pity- to them. 
V. What means he ufed for this end. 

VI. Make fome improvement of the whole. 


I. The firft thing then is,-The defination of 
thefe who were pitied of God, and {hewn com- 
-paffion unto by him; My people: I have feen, I 
have Jeen, the affictionof My PEOPLE. Why, what 
people of the earth are not his? It may be faid, 
indeed, The earth 1s the Lord’s, and the fulne/s there- 
of. All the people in it are his. All the people 
in heaven, angels and faints, are his. All the 
people on earth; yea, and all the people in hell. 
He is Lord of all, and hath power over all. There 
is not a fifh in the fea, nor a fowl in the air, 
“nor a worm in the earth, but they are the 
Lord’s. But yet, for all that, God has a people 
that are his in a fpecial manner. And you 
may fee the defcription of them, Rom. ix. 4, 5. 
To whom belongeth the adoption, and the glory, 
the covenants, the promifes, &c. Whofe are the fa- 
thers, and of whom, concerning the flefh, Chrift came, 
_ qwho is God over all, bleffed for ever. God claims a. 
relation to them. biaie . 
- * And here it is proper to obferve, that in this, 
and feveral other places in fcripture, this title 


of God's people is fpoken-of with ref{pect to a vi- 
fible church, a mixed people of good and bad; 
as when he fays to Ifrael, J am the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out of the land of Egypt; and out 
of the boufe of bondage, - And whereas, in many 
inftances, it is fpoken collectively of the whole 
body of the church, this ru/e is to be obferved, 
that, where théiord/is mentioned thus, in re- 
lation to'a mixed’ people, all the privileges that 
flow from fuch'a relation of ‘God, to that peo- 
ple, are but common privileges ; 'mean, common 
to all that vifible church. - Thus the privilege 
of bringing out of the land of Egypt, was a common 
privilege; common to all the people, good and 
bad among them}; even as our deliverance from 
Romith Babylonj'in‘the Reformation, &c.-But 
though God ‘be called the God of a church or 
people; collectively, and they called his people, 
which infers many excellent privileges, though 
common to them.all, as in the forecited, Rom. 
ix. 4.3 yét:he 1s not their God-in the fame re- 
fpect as he is the God of thefe that are believ- 
ers and true Ifraelites amongft them. As they 
are not all Ifrael thatare of Ifrael; {6 the true Irael 
have diftinguifhed favours and privileges con- 
ferred on them beyond others: he is their God, 
and they are his people, in a‘peculiar manner; 
and they are pofleffed of faving privileges. Tf- 
rael, or the church in general, hath a right to 
Chrift, but true Ifraelites have a right mm him; 
by their being made to take pofleflion of the 
general right that all the reft have, by’ their’ 
foederal relation to him as‘his people. Ifrael 
was a people in covenant with God; he choofed 
them ‘for his people,’ and they choofed him by 
profeflion for their God; and happy Ifraelites 
they were, that did fo in reality. They had his 
truth, for their fecurity; his mercy, for their 
comfort; his wifdoni, for their counfellor; his 
Spirit, for their guide; his-angels, for their 
guardians and miniftring f{pirits. 

My people; it is, (1.) a title of peculiarity, im- 
porting a /eparation from other people; that they 
are not the people of the world, but cho/en out 
of the world; they are not theirown people, but 
bought with a price. (2.) A title of propriety, im- 
porting God’s intere# in them’; being a Bone 
of his choice, his purchafe, his promife, his 
conqueft, his love, and his care.. (3:) A title 
of digmty, importing their high privilege; his 
people are his pleafure, his treafure, his heri- 
tage, his flock, his witnefs, his ‘crown, his glo-' 
ry, Ge. (4.) Atitle of divinity;Gon’s people ; 


_importing their profefled or real participation 


of the divine nature and image; a people form-. 
ed by bimfelf to fhew forth kis praife. pO Tigi 


* This difcourfe was delivered ,at Crofs-hill, near Glafgow, OSober. 11. 1741. immediately, after the Admiffion of -the Rev, | 
+ My 


Mr. James Fister, minifter of the gofpel at Glafgow. “ Wever before publifbed, 
Cat Osha il | | 2N 
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My people; they were fo federally, by virtue 
of the covenant God made with their fathers. 
God faid to Mofes, when fent to deliver them, 
Iam the God of Abraham, and of Ifaac, and of “Jacob. 
Now, he calls them Ais people, becaufe they were 
come of thefe, of whom he declared himfelf 
to be their God, and the God of their feed; and 
with whom-he had ‘before:entered into ¢cove- 


nant, faying, Jam thy God; namety, in Chritt, . 


the Mediator of the covenant, who was to. de- 
fcend of them, according to the flefh. Indeed, 
itis only through Chrift that we can be God’s 


people; for all the promifes are made to Chri, i 


aad through him.to us.:..The. promife, made 


to Abraham was,.of -the.Mefliah ; In..thy.feed,.\ 


Jhall all the nations of the earth be bleffed. And it 
is faid, Out of Egypt. have called my Son, ,Hofea 
xi. 1, There the prophet feems only to;mean 
God’s people, whom he delivered out of, Egypt; 
but yet we fee,, Mat. il. 15..1t.is applied parti- 
cularly to Chrift, .becaufe it was only through 
him; and for.his: fake, that.this deliverance 
was both promifed and wrought. We are not 
then, of the number of God’s: people, if we be 
not in Chrift; take away Ghrift.and the gofpel, 
and you take away your title to be God’s people. 
My people; how? They were his by virtue of 
the o/d relation to their fathers.: There; was .a 
long time between his faying,./ wall be thy God, 
and the God of thy feed, and the-time that. he ;faid 
to. Mofes, Jam the God of Abraham, Jfaac, and. Facgb. 
It was. at leaft the {pace of four hundred:years: 
yet, by virtue of that covenant, he calls them 
that were come of them,. after, fo long a. time, 
my people. Hence, many years after a covenant 
is made, the covenant flands. When God-hath 
manifefted his covenant of. grace to a.people, 
receiving them to be his; and.they have there- 
upon. entered intoacovenant of duty with him, 
avouching him to be their Ged, and promifing, 
through grace, fubjection to him, though, it 
were four hundred years old; yea, though, it 
were four thoufand years, it fands; and they 
who fucceed are bound by that covenant.. There 
are perfonal covenants, and national covenants. 
In baptifm, and the Lord’s fupper, there is a 
perfonal covenanting to be the Lord’s; and to 
fipht; againft the devil, the world, andthe fleth. 
But befides, there are national covenants, where- 
in we in thefe lands have devoted ourfelyes to 
the Lord, and. avowed ourfelves-to be. his peo- 
ple. In which practice we were warranted. by 
many {cripture precedents; fuch as, Jofh, xxiv. 
14,—18. 2 Kings xvil. 11,.2 Chron. xv. &c. 
Never was any action done more fedately and 
adyifedly than this covenanting work was done, 
that is now fo much buried, forgotten, and 
flighted. The binding obligation thereof upon 
us is plain; if we have the benefit of that reli- 
gion to which our forefathers fwore an-hun- 
dred years ago, then we mutt be heirs of. the 
oath they came under to the moft high God. 
We find, in fcripture, that Levi is faid to pay 
tithes. to Melchizedec; and yet Levi was not 
born at this time; but it was Abraham that 
payed tithes, and Levi being to come of Abra- 
ham; therefore he is faid to pay them. -There- 
fore, when our fathers {wore to this Covenant, 
we {wore as well as they,;.and we are obliged 
to ftand to. it, though it were never fo many 
years after. This generation is now making 
light of Scotland’s. Covenant with God; and 
are fo far renouncing their relation to him, as 
his people by folemn Covenant. But fee how 


Peltahiidie Mo Giull 5, 


~ to call us his people: -My people. : } : 
ee ee 
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God {peaks in f{cripture of his people, and their 
pofterity after them; it is faid, Pfalm lxvi. 6. 
that God did turn the floods into dry land, and they 
went through the flood on foot; then, there did wk 
rejoice in him. low could this be, that they did 
rejoice in him, ¢hen and there, fince they were 
not then come into the world?) Why, becaufe 
they ‘got deliverance at that time; otherwif@ 
they. had been deftroyed, and had not then 


‘exifted., Even thus, when this land was de- 


livered from Popery, at the Reformation; and, 
by folemn Covenant, got the true reformed re- 
ligion,;;we being partakers of the benefits, are 
bound, to perform that which they promifed. to 
doforit.. Thus.the prophet Hofea,. chap. xil. 4. 
fpeaking of the wreftling of Jacob with God at 
Bethel, fays, Hemet with 11min Bethel, and there 


he fpake with us, though many years.before they, 


were|born,,. Here the prophet fhews, that they 
were degenerate from their believing progeni- 
tors;.and that, they had. turned BaTueE. to 
BErRMAVEN, the hou/e of God, t0 the hou/e of va- 
nity..-Tthus people are charged in fcripture with 
the breach .of covenant that their fathers made, 

What.did we.receive.from.our forefathers? 
Much light was conveyed from them; but what 
are wetranfmitting to our potterity, but dark- 
nefs,and defection? . Is it any wonder then we 
be broken to pieces, becaufe.of:,a: broken Co- 
venant?) The children of Ifrael made a covenant 
withthe Gibeonites; and though it was .ob- 
tained. by fraud, yet when after. four hundred 
years, that 1tmight have been thought forgot- 
ten, for. breaking of it they. were plagued of 
God.with a great famine; and God’s wrath 
could not.be appeafed, till feven of Saul’s fons 
were hanged forthe hand they had init. How 
then may we fuppofe, will God avenge. the 
violation of a /aw/ful cath made with himfelf in 
this land? If but a parent bind and oblige his 
children to do fo and fo, we count it juftice to 
do it, and great injuftice and iniquity if it be 
not done, when parents are dead and gone; 
is not their feed.and heirs bound by their right, 
promife, or covenant as well as they were? 
What continual change and confufion would 
there be in, the world, if perfons them/elves were 
only to be,tied by their own perfonal. bonds? 
How much more iniquity is it for men to deny 
their obligation by Covenant to God, made by 


their forefathers in. their name? And, indeed, ; 


Scotland is more obliged than-other nations; 
for.God was never more with any than with 
them; nor any more with him than they. 
Many arrows hath God to fhoot againft fucha 
nation, if we be a nation: many arrows hath 
he fhot. As the Iraelites, when they made the 
golden calf and worfhipped it, it is remarked 
by one, that “ never a plague came upon them 
“after, but there was an ounce of the golden 
“ calf init.” God could not forget that, it was 
fuch a heinous fin: and fo we may fay, many 
a plague hath God fent thefe years bygone, and 
many more terrible ones feem a-coming; but 


never a plague hath yet befallen us, but there . 


has been an ounce of this great fin of covenant- 
breaking in it: for God hath a juft controverfy 


with the land for our covenant-breaking and - 


perjury. Mean-time, however light we make 


_of our folemn Covenants, yet this is one of the 


grounds of our claim to him as his people. It 


is 'alfo one of the grounds of his continuing to — 


lay claim to us, whoown thefe Covenants, and 


f* 
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__IL. The /econd thing inthe words is, the mifer- 
able condition they were in; I have Jeen the affliction 
of my people which are in Lgypt.. I have feen it to 
bea great affliftion: and the greatnefs of it 
may appear in the following particulars. / 

1. They dealt craftily with them when they 
increafed: for, the king of Egypt and his coun- 
fellors faid, Come, and let'us work wifely with them. 
Their affliction was devifed by the king and 
his council. _Their whole wit and policy was 
employed. to affli&t God’s people, and the wif- 
dom of Egypt was not fmall; though it was 
not true wifdom, yet it was great, like that of 
the old ferpent. The affliGions of God’s peo- 
ple are great, when the wifdom and policy of 
men and devils are employed againft them. 

__ 2. The greatnefs of their affli@ion appears 
from the manner how theywere enflaved ; they 
were employed in mire and clay, by the’ fide. of 
the river Nile, and making of tile for build- 
ing houfes for the king, and erecting their py- 
_ ramids. They were not employed in curious 

work, but in the coarfett of work, in makin g 
bricks; and their tafks were doubled upon 
them: they behoved to do twice as much as 


they did before. -. Tafk-mafters were fet over 
if they 


. their head, by whom they were beaten, 
fulfilled not their tafk.: And yet, being denied 
ftraw, one part of them muft wander about 
feeking ftraw, and another making tile, | 

3. The greatnefs of their affliction appears 
in that it lofed long; for it feems to have begun 

thorily after the death of Jofeph and his bre- 
thren, when there arofe another king who 
knew not Jofeph: and though their trouble 
was notall that time in extremity, yet it was a 
growing trouble, till they came at latt, 

4. To be cut off from all hope of any pofferity; 
the midwives of Egypt being commanded to 
kill all their male children:. and when the 
midwives refufed, the Egyptians were com- 
manded to take and caft them into the river 
Nile; and you know, this occafioned the mi- 
raculous prefervation of Mofes.— Thus. their 
affliction was great and grievous: it was as 

reat as the wifdom of Egypt, andas bafe alfo; 
iukewile growing and lafting, till it came to 
an extremity. Then it was that the Lord faid, 
L have feen, I have feen the affiiction of my people. 
_ Quest. How came they to be thus afflicted? Was 
ut not by the providence of God? Yea, indeed, it 
Was; as you fee, Pfalm cv. 25. where itis aid, 
fe turned their heart to hate his people, and to deal 

Jubtilly with bis fervants: fo that their affli€tions 
were ordered of the Lord, for thefe and the 
like ends. - . 
- (1-) Left his people, living amongft the E- 
gyptians, fhould become oo familiar with them, 
and {fo be drawn to their idolatry, he would 
have them to hate them; for, if they had been 
well entertained amongthem, they might have 
fallen away from the true God, as fome of 
them did, Jofhua xxiv. Ezek. xxiii. for as fore 
as they were afflicted. How much more would 
they have fallen, if they had been kindly en- 
tertained by them? For, they had as much na- 
tural inclination to fall away from the worthip 
of the true God, to idolatry, as all other men 

had; therefore, he would have the Egyptians 
tooppre/s them, | 

_ (2.) Thatthey mightlong to be delivered from 


+ The oppreffion and tyranny of Church-judicatories, the feverity and cruelty of the watchmen, 


SENT TO DELIVER HIS TRUE ISRAEL 


=< 


tag.” 


their grievous: affliction, and to ve pofleffed of 
the good land promifed to them, as the fééd of 
Abraham, He would thus ftir up in them a 
fenfe of their prefent ftate, and a defire after 
liberty, - Hence, when Mofes was fent, they 
were glad to hearof their deliverance, and that 
there was hope they would get their head out 
of the yoke of bondage they were into. — 

(3.) That they might not return to Egypt a- 
gain, when once they were out of it, remem- 
bering what flavery they were in ; though yet 
it is ftrange, as you fee, Num. xiv..they would 
gladly have been back again; though Canaan 
was Called a land flowing with milk and honey, and 
Egypt a place of onions and garlick: yet when 
they found but a little diftrefs in the wilder- 
nefs, how would they have been back again? 
Much:more would they have longed to return, 
if they had not been fore afflited in Egypt. I 
may add another reafon, | 

(4.) That in their deliverance from. the af- 
fliction, God’s glory‘might be the greater, both 
in manifefting his juftice in punithing the E- 
Syptians; and his truth and mercy in deliver- 
ing his people. 

And here, to. adapt this matter to the cafe of 
God's people at prefent in Scotland, have they not 
been in great bondage, and under: grievous 
oppreffion and church-tyranny? Have not ju- 
dicatories been dealing craftily with them? 
And, have they not been brought under great 
hardfhips, by fevere tafk-matters, and cruel 
watchmen? How long hath the bondage con- 
tinued, and how greatly hath it been growing 
thefe good many years? How have defections 
come to fucha height, that a covenanted Re- 
formation was like to have no fhadow of a 
teftimony for it;and foall hope of tranfmitting 
it purely to pofterity, was ready to be cut off, 
and we from having a pofterity to praife the 
Lord, and do fervice to him, as a covenanted 
land? Thofe that were appearing for that caufe 
of God, ‘have been cut off, and caft out of the 
fynagogue; and fo they, and all that cleave to 
them, caft, as it were, to the door; the Lord 
having turned the hearts of this generation to 
hate his people, and deal fubtilly with his fervants T: 
And wherefore hath the Lord done this? 

1. That we may not fall in /ove with the fa- 
fhions of the generation, nor may goon in the 
fame courfe of defection. Nay, how hath God 
made his people’s affliction and oppreffion, by 
ecclefiaftical fentences, the occafion of render- 
ing their crafty and cruel oppreflors hateful 
and contemptible in their eyes, and their ways. 
to be odious? 

2. God hath fo ordered it, that his people 
might Jong to be delivered from their afflictions, 
and relieved from the hardfhips they were 


sunder with reference to the want of church- 


privileges. eee 

3. That, being once fet at liberty, they might 
ufe all means not to be entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage. 

4. That God might be the more glorified, both 
in fhewing his jut difpleafure againft oppref- 
fors, and his mercy towards his people, ac- 
cording to his promife in Chritt. . 


_ Wil. The third thin g here is, The carriage and 
behaviour of this people under their diftrefs and 


their oppofition to a teftimony for 


truth, and their thrufting out of thefynagogue thofe who befriended it, and adhered thereto, may be feen laid open, Vol. I. p. 631; 661. 


va 


affliction: 


/ 


B44 
affliction: it is exprefled by the word groaning. 
In the; book of Exodus it is faid, they /ighed, 
they cred, they groaned: hererthere is but one 
word ufed: For underftanding whereof, there 
is-a twofold cry to God in affliction. 1. The cry 
of oppreffion. 2. The cry of the oppreffed.. ‘The 
firft is real, the other is vocal. 7 

1. The firft, fay, is the real cry of fin itfelf: 
The, hire of the labourer is faid, James v.4. to 
cry in the ears of God. A mercenary fervant, that 
has no more to live upon but his wages, the 
with-holding of it cries for a curfe in the ears 
of God. And, Gen. iv. 10.. when God queftions 


* Cain about his brother Abel, and he fays, dm 


I my brother's keeper?’ God anfwers, The cry of 
thy brother's blood is come up to heaven beforeme. And 
Gen. xviii. 20. the fin,of Sodom is faid to cry i 
God's ears for acurfe.. Thus the fin of oppreffion 
is a. crying fin, and many other fins are crying 
fins. Scotland’s perjury is a crying fin. Sin cries 
for vengeance to come down upon the com- 
miitters thereof: thus when Ifrael were affliG- 
ed and opprefled, their oppreffion cried. But, 

2. This was joined with the cry of the oppre/- 
Jed; the cry of the prayer of God’s people: 
Deut. xxvi. 7. When we cried unto the Lord God of 
our fathers, the Lord heard our voice, and looked on 
our affliction, and our labour, and our opprejffion. Sirs, 
when people are afflicted and opprefied, what 
is the reafon that the Lord rifes not up to deliver 
them? Do not oppreflions cry in the ears of the 
Lord? Yea, but there fhould be a twofold cry; 
with the cry of opprefion, there fhould be the 
cry of the opprefled: for, God has two ears, fo 
to {peak ; an ear of ju/tice, to hear the cry of 
oppreflion;. and an ear of mercy, to hear the cry 
of the oppreffed: now, when the.cry of oppref- 
fion comes up. before ‘him, he keeps up the 
ftroke till the cry of the opprefled come alfo up. 
Well, the cry of oppreffion, even of church oppref- 
fion in this land, hath come up before the Lord 
of hofts: O that there were more of the cry of 
the oppreffled! the cry of the prayer of faith. 
It is not a clamour I am fpeaking of; Non vox 


Jed votum. Motes is faid to cry, when he uttered 


not a word; and there are groanings which can- 
not be uttered, which the Lord hears and anfwers. 
If under the influence of the Spirit helping our 
infirmities, our hearts and voices were going 
together, through the land, tocry to the Lord, 
we might. expect he would hear. As the ear 
of his juftice hath been deafened, as it were, 


with the cry of oppreffion, obtrufions, errors, 


defections, and corruptions; if the ears of his 


-mercy were alfo deafened with the importunate 
cries of the opprefled, afflicted, and fcattered 


heritage of God; as we believe, in fome mea- 
fure, this exercifeis taking place among fome 
of the praying focieties in Scotland: but if there 
were more and more of it, we might expect the 


hand, and help up with reformation- 
maugre all the oppofitio: 


It is a pitiful cafe wh 
and, yet are not gr 
king hel 


CHRIST THE TRUE MOSES, 


Lord would remember his covenant, and put — 


on made to it. gro 


SeRM. XCIV. | 
the Lord fhewed his pity to his opprefled peo- 
ple; Ihave feen, [have feen; I have heard; Lam 
come down to deliver. There are there expreffi- 
ons here by which he fhews his pity and com- 
paflion. GureroOTeay Site eee 
if, It is exprefled by srE1nc; J have feen, I 
have feen their affliction; or, feeing I have Jeen it, 
Here is mercy in his eye; he gives a look of 
pity ‘afid-com patient eae 
- 2dly, It is exprefled by HEARING; I have heard 
their groaning, I have heard their groaning. ere 
is mercy in his‘ear, which was open to their 
cry fine as Sher aes: re Pine, 
I tt is exprefled by a com1nc pown; I 
am come down to deliver them. Were is mercy in 
his feet, and band; and motion, for their help.— 
Thefe are figurative expreflion, God fpeaking 
after the manner of men, by an ufual allego- 


ry; and you haveitvery orderly exprefled, Exod. 
fo vated FAS Sea 


ii. 9,879. 6 793 1 Be SOE 
We fhall here obferve three reafons of thefe 
eXprellion s WONT TED TE ie rai rs eee tae 
1. To fhew his wi/dom, that when men would 
act rightly towards oppreflors or oppreffed, 


they fhould cognofce, and put matterstoafair 


trial; ‘or fhould fee with their eyes, as it were, __ 


how matters are; and hear with their ears, 
what humble fupplications are made to them, 
and aca jut and eq tial part? 7 ee re 
2. To let us fee the patzence of God, that he 
runs not at the firft to ftrike, like a furious 
perfon, but comes at leifure, and by degrees: 
having feen the cafe of his people, he hears — 
their cry. Pe Fa hel iin 
3. To let us fee the certainty and folidity of 
God’s dealings, that though he fuffer long, he 
will not fuffer always; and that, when he 
comes, he comes to purpofe, for judgment on 
his enemies, and mercy to his friends. When 
men have pronounced judgment, they may 
retract, becaufe they have not confidered duly 
beforehand; but God hath feen, and feen a- 


gain; and heard, and well-confidered matters, _ 


before he ftrikes. If he hath come with feet 
of wool, when’he comes, he will have hands 
of iron. We need not fay, the Lord is long in 
coming to punifh the wicked, for when he 
comes, his ftrokes are fad, and fure, and hea- 
vy. His judgments are great and heavy. Nor 


that he is long incoming to deliver his peoples 


for, when -he comes indeed, he comes down 


with a vengeance on their enemies, and with — 
an out-ftretched arm of falvation and deliver- 

ance towards them: The day of vengeance is in 
my heart ; for the year of my redeemed is come, Va, 

lxiil. * Se tere ihe 5 Gg x oie SE re A Sr 
- Therefore, let us reverence the providence 
of God in a way of fhewing mercy; let us wa 
upon God, and give him time; his own t 
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feeing God; J have feen, I have feen your affliction : 
he is a hearing God; Jf have heard your fecret 
groanings: and he is a coming God, he is on his 
way coming down to you; he is a God of judg- 
ment, bleffed are all, they that wait for him. 


V. The fifth thing in the words, is the means 
and infrument that he ufes for their help. And 
now-come, Moses, I will fend thee into Egypt. \ Now, 
weare to confider thefe words, \1. Literally, as 
they relate to Mosgs. And,.2. Typically, as they 
relate efpecially to) CHrist,. of whom. Mofes 
was but a.type and fhadow. | 


Paes a 


if, Let &s-confider them Literally, as. they. re-' 
late to. Mosts ; Come now, and I willfend thee-unto: 
Egypt;tobe adehverer to my people there... And 
- here, the following remarks may be offered. -- 
~ "4 Remark 1. “ That-though God could have 


“delivered Hrael by his own almighty hand 


_ immediately, without any,means or inftru- 


Le 


is 


“ ment, yet he choofed to.do it by a Mofes.” 
He that made.a voice {peak to. Mofes, could, 
by a voice, deliver them without the help. or 


hand of any inftrument. He could, by an ex-,. 


traordinary providence, do, whatever he, did 


by an; inftrument;-but he choofes to employ 


inftruments. Thus God could bring about a 


* “reformation in Scotland,. without the inftru- 


mentality of any man; but-he choofes to do.o- 
therwife: therefore let none.fay, I need not put 
to my hand, for God will;do his work whe- 
ther I meddle. or .not;, but if-he be calling us 
to,do work for, him, let us not fay it 1s need- 
Jefs. - What if Mofes had faid fo to God, at this 
time? furely it would not have become, him to 
have refufed fuch an honourable employment. 
Put to thy hand, in the name of God, to the 
work of perfonal, family, and national refor- 
mation; and, if you can.do no more, pray the 


Lord earneftly that he would work the work. 


‘We ought not to go into-lurking holes, when 
God, hath any thing ado; for, God honours 
menthus, when he employs them in any good 
work. Yet it-is,not for want of ftrength he 


* does this, but to try, people, if they will be zeal- 


’ or uneafy. 


‘ous and. valiant for a good caufe. We fhould 
blefs the Lord, if he be making any {mall 
number to take the caufe of reformation. to 
heart. 1 have heard how, in our glorious re- 
formation - days, God .fpurred a number of 
young noblemen oftentimes to meet by fix or 
feven in the morning, and ftay together till 
nine or-ten at night; and, all that time, to be 
only occupied about religion, and nevera word 
of any other thing; and yet not at all wearied 
How did this appear to be a work 
of God? Indeed, if God has a mind to bring 
about reformation in our day, it looks not ve- 
ry likely as yet, that God is to honour our no- 


“bility and gentry to be the beginners of it; but 


 ifhe fhallleavein the midft of us a poor, afficted, 


and defpifed people, a contemptible handful, and 
make them his inftrument: he can do _ glori- 
ous things even by very bafe and contemptible 
means; for fo did he here. Therefore, 

_ Remark 2. “ Mofes is taken. from the ftation 
“ of a /hepherd, tobe a king in Jefhurun; a 
“ commander and deliverer to Ifrael; like Da- 
* vid, from following the yews with young.” Mot- 


es, from his mean fervice, is called to lay the 


foundation of. the Jewifh church. So the a- 
poftles, a company of poor fifhermen, were 


- taken from their fhips and nets, to lay the 


foundation of the Chriftian church. God doth , 
: TO Seah | 


. -? ~s ‘ 
— 
‘ 
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great things by fmall contemptible means, and 
means that are;defpifed; for fo was Mofes, as 
you fee in the verfe following the text. This 
Mofes, whom they refufed, faying, Vbo made 
thee a ruler and a judge; the fame.did.God fend 
to be a ruler and deliverer by the hands of the 
angel which appeared to him in the buth. 
When God. appears for his work in a church, 
fome expect it will. be by very, remarkable in- 
ftruments; and that he will make ufe of filver 


or golden trumpets to gather his church: but 


if he come not that way; but, rather by moft 
defpicable means, likerams horns; why, think 
they,, what, will thefe do? O!. how apt are we 
to miftake Chrift, even when he.comes for our 


-deliverance, efpecially if he come in: fome 
‘ftrange .unbeaten path, as when he came to 


his difeiples relief, but came walking on the 
waves. of the fea? Indeed, the floods have lifted 
up their face: floods of oppofition to God’s work, 
floods; of church authority and ecclefiaftical 
fentences againft the work of God, and wit- 
neffes for it. If. Chrift come walking upoa 
fiach floods, and trading but thefe proud waves, 
and pouring contempt upon human authority, 
which ftand in:his way; fome are frighted at 
his coming in fuch a road, and afraid it be a 
fpirit, a delufive {pirit: yea, but God has ftrange 
ways of delivering his people; Als ways are not 
our ways. Man’s ways favour of the things of 
the earth: Js this the manner of man? fays David: 
no; not.a man in all the world would have 
taken you from fheep-herding, and made you 
a King; nor Mofes from being a fhepherd alfo 
tobe a prince: yea, but it.is part of. God’s 
way, whofe ways are above our carnal and earth- 
ly ways, as the heavenis above the earth. _. 
Remark 3. “The time of God’s employing 
“ Mofes ; Come Now; J will fend thee, &c.” Mot- 
es might havethought with himielf, why, now? 
for I was forty years there already; and now 
it is forty years fince I came out of it: yea, but 
he was to be employed now a third forty years, 
in leading Ifrael towards Canaan, But my ap- 
pearing formerly to be a deliverer among them 
mifgave, might he think, why therefore now ? 
Well, but the time. was not then come; but 
now, is the time come for delivering them; and 
therefore his errand:was to be more fuccefsful. 
Now their, affliction is come to an extremity; 
now. is the accepted time; mow the four hun- 
dred years are elapfed, and the promife to their 
fathers, that I would appear for them about 
fuch.a time; therefore, there is work for you 
now, Mofes, not only as a- prophet, to tell the 
people that 1 am about to deliver them; but 
as my ambaffador to Pharaoh, to demand, in the 
name of the Kine of kings, that he would ren- 
der the Lord’s people to him. . He is fent as a 
king of Ifrael to lead them forth. God, ma- 
ny times, when he is about to deliver his _peo- 
ple, {crews up their trials to the higheft de- 
gree, that fo their deliverance may be the more 
wonderful and remarkable. 
Remark 4. “ That Mofes runs not till he is 
“ fent:” he declared himfelf indeed, fomewhat 
unwilling at firft; but this flowed from. a fenfe 
of his own unworthinefs. ‘True ambafladors 
of God are fent of him; they have a regular 
miflion, and muft not fail to go when they 
are fent. Their comfort, if not their fuccefs, 
depends upon their being called of God, and 
fent. The fuccefs, indeed, muft be referred 
to God; but we muft evermore look to our 
* . nha ey hiemh> arlene =m duty, 
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duty, and yield obedience to the divine call, 
ufing the means, and leaving the event to God. 

2adly, Confider thefe words typically, as they 
relate to CurisT, of whom Mofes was a type. 
His being fent to deliver Hrael out of the /and 
of Egypt, and out of the hou/e of bondage, was a 
typical reprefentation of God’s fending his Son 
to redeem us from our natural fiate of fin and mifery, 
and worfe than Egyptian bondage. Motes 


himfelf prophefied of Chrift’s being fent of God ° 


upon this errand, Deut. xviii. 18. See Acts vii. 
37. where-our text lies. Now, as it relates to 
Chrift, and the fpirirual falvation from the fpi- 
ritual Egypt, we are to take a twofold view of 
it, namely, Chrift in his perfon, and Chrift in 
his minifters and meffengers. 

{1.] As it relates to Chritt bim/elf, here typi- 
fied by Mofes, we obferve, That Chrift is the 
Sent of God to deliver us out of the bondage of 
a natural ftate. He is fent of God, of God the 
Father for our redemption. God the Father 
fays, upon the matter, in this tranfaction,’ Come 
now, and I will fend thee to Egypt. John i. 17. 
God fent not his Son to condemn the world, but that 
the world through him might be faved. Chritt 
made no objection, but fays, Lo! J come, in the 
volume of the book it is written of me. Here confi- 
der a few things. 

1. The perfonfent; Iwill/end THEE. THEE, 
my eternal Son; for, God jo loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son. THEE, my Servant, 
«whom I have chofen; mine Elect, in whom my foul 
delighteth. 

2. The perfon /endimg ; in the pronoun J; I 
will fend thee. Who is this /? It is even God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, one God, by 
unanimous counfel, ordained and appointed 
the Son to come into the world, in his own 
perfon, upon the errand of man’s redemption : 
and God the Father being the firft in the or- 
der of fubfiftency, and {fo the firft in operation, 
ad extra, therefore the fending is primarly a- 
{cribed to him, John xvi. 28. [came forth from 
the Father, fays Chritt, and they have believed that 
thou didft fend me. John viii. 42. J come not of my- 

Self, but he fent me: and ver. 29. He that fent me rs 
with me; the Father hath not left me alone. 

3. Obferve the /overeign reafon of Chrift’s mif- 
fion, it is the dwine will; | wit fend thee. 
Chrift went intoit, faying, Lo! Icome ; [delight 
to do thy will. By this will Chrift is fent; by 
this will we are fan¢tified, faved, and redeem- 
ed. The whole covenant of redemption, or 
grace, ftands upon this divine will; J will give 
thee for a covenant of the people. See how Chritt 
opens up his commiflion, faying, This, and this 
is the will of him that fent me: John vi. 38. [am 
come down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that fent me. And this 1s the Father's 
will that hath fent me, that of all that he hath giv- 
en me, I fhould lofe nothing. See ver. 39, 40. I lay 


down my life for my fheep: and this commandment . 


have I recerved from my Father. Thus it was the 
Father’s. will, for the great ends of his glory, 
to fend his Son, our true Mofes. 
4. Obferve here, the errand on which he was 
-fent;T will fend thee to Ecyp tT; to my people, 
who are in the Egypt of this world, and are in 
a flate of fin, and mifery, and bondage to Sa- 
tan, death, and hell, and wrath, that thou 
mayft deliver them; J will give thee to be my fal- 
vation to the ends of the earth, to proclaum liberty to 
the captive, and the opemng of the prifon to them 
which are bound, iiaeek kaos 
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5. Obferve the /olemnity of his miffion, and 
the time of it; Come now, and I will fend thee. 
* We have ftruck hands from all eternity, 
“ might the Father fay to the Son; we have 
been waiting for this time; our delights 
were with the fons of men; and now come, 


the fit time; the neceflity of my chofen ones 
cries for.the accomplifhment of the promife, 
“ that the feed of the woman fhould bruife the head 
of the ferpent: come now, and I will fend thee to 
Egypt.” And accordingly, Gal. iv. 4. When 
the fulnefs of time was come, God fent forth his Son, 
made of a woman, made under the'law, to redeem them 
that were under the law. , C 

6. Obferve here, the natureof the miffion it- 
felf, it is called a'/ending; Come, now, and I will 
SEND thee. And it imports, the incarnation of 
the Son of God; ‘The Word was made flefh: \t im- 
ports the jitne/s of Ghrift for the work; J will 
Jend and qualify thee, and put my Spirit upon thee, 
that thou mayft bring forth judgment to the Gentiles : 
it imports the authority of Chrift’s miffion, and 
God’s confidence in him as able for, and’ faith- 
ful to perform the whole work that he gave 


him to do: hence the Father glories in him, 


Pfal. Ixix. 19. [have laid help upon One that 1s mgh- 
ty: and again, This zs my beloved Son, m whom I 
am well-pleafed: and, in a word, it imports the 
Father’s zealous concern for the errand on which 
he was fent, vz. the redemption and falvati- 
on of men, that before this be left undone, 
he will rather part with his own Son, and fend 
him to Egypt, and’fend him clothed with all 
authority, office, and ability, needful for this 
work; God /o loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son. We-was fent, and came as.a fruit 
of his everlafting love. 

Hence, by way of application of this parti- 
cular, viz. the Father’s fending Chrift, two 
things efpecially may be inferred. 

(1.) OSirs, fee and admire the /ove both of 
the Sender and the Sent; both of the Father 
and of the Son towards loft and undone finners, 
lying in their Egyptian bondage to fin, and 
Satan, and death: Jn this was manifefted the love of 
God towards us, becaufe that God fent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through bum. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation for our 

jms, t John iv. 9, 10. And as the love of God 
in fending Chrift, fo the love of Chrift in com- 
ing is wonderful: Eph. v. 2. He loved us, and 
gave himfelf for us, an offering and a facrifice of a 
Jweet-smelling favour unto God. Rev. v. 2. He lov- 
ed us, and wafhed us from our fins im his own blood. 
Gal. ii. 20. Ae loved me, and gave hun/felf for me. 
Twill fend thee, faid the Father; and, / will go, 
faid the Son: I will go down to earth, down 
to Egypt, down to the crofs, down to the grave, 
and down to a hell for thee, and for them. 

(2.) See what a /ure foundation is laid in Zion, 

for the falvation of finners, whereof a number 
muft and fhall be faved out of the Egyptian 
bondage of their ftate of fin and mifery: Other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Fefus Chrift, 1 Cor. tii. 11. Neither 2s their falva- 
tion in any other ; for there is none other name under 
heaven whereby we muft be faved, Acts iv. 12. O! 
how fhould finners welcome the Sent of God? 
John v. 24. and believe in him as fent upon 
fuch a faving errand as that mentioned, Acts 


ili. 26. where it is faid, That God having raifed 


up his Son Fefus, hathyent him to ble/s us? He hath 


let us accomplifh our love-defign: now is - 
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fent him to ble/s you, in turning away every one of 
you from your iniquities. But, how does God fend 
him to blefs us, even after he hath raifed him 
from the dead, and received him into heaven? 
Why, it is even by the continued miniffry of the 
£o/pel to the end of the world, Matth. xxviii. 18. 
This leads to another view of the words, v iz. 

[2-] As they relate to Chrift in his minifers 
and meffengers. Come now, and I will fend thee into 
Egypt. And here is the effect and confequence 
of God's fending Chrift, namely, Chrift fent 
his fervants; As my Father fent me, fo fend I you, 
John xx. 21. Which words may be viewed 
either as they relate to the apofles, and fo to 
fhew their immediate miffion from Chrift, Z 
fend you: or, as they relate to other ordinary mi- 
mers, and what is common to them with the 
apoftles: it may be faid of them, As my Father 
hath Jent me, fo fend I you. Where there is 1. The 
att of fending. 2. The manner of it; fo fend I 
_ you, as my Father fent me. 

1. The ad? of fending, JszNnp you. Chrift 
is the author of this minifterial function. He 
fends not only immediately, by himfelf; but me- 
diately, by the church; in fuch order as he 
_ hathappointed in his word. This ordinary 

‘gofpel miffion is neceflary; for, How /hall they 
preach, except they be fent? Rom. x. 15. Why, 
God looks upon them as impoftors, Jer. xxiii. 
21. They have run, and Ihave not fent them. Their 
mieflage is void, evenas one that is an ambaf- 
fador, without the prince’s leave; his whole 
embafly is null. And only thefe that are fent 
can promife themfelves and expect his blefling, 
his fuftenance and fupport in their work, 
Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. To whom he fays, Go; 
to them he fays, Lo! J am with you.  Chrift 
fays of every faithful minifter, whom he fends 
to labour in any fpot of his vineyard, Come 
now, and I will fend thee into Egypt, to deliver my 
peoplethere, that are yet in the hou/e of bondage; 
in the gall of bitterne/s, and bond of iniquity ; to open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkne/s unto light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God, Acts xxvi. 
a or 18. t 

2. The mannerin which he fends them: AS 
my Father hath fent me, SO fend I you; and that in 
the following refpects. nik 

(1.) Chrift was fent into the Egypt of a fin- 
ful world by his Father: fo are minifters fent 
of Chrift, John xvii. 18. As thou haf fent me into 
the world, fo have I alfo fent them into the world, 
Mark xvi. 15. Go ye into all the world; and preach 
the gofpel to every creature. 

(2.) And more particularly, it is as if hehad 
faid to his fervants, As my Father fent me out 
of his bo/om, to declare his mind, John i. 18; 
fo fend I you out of my bofom to difcover my 
mind and meflage, to declare the whole coun/el 
of God; Matth. xxviii. 20. Teaching them to obferve 
all things whatfoever I commanded you.— As my 
Father fent me with authority, to act in his 
name, as his Ambaflador; fo fendI you with 
authority to act in my name, as my ambafla- 
dors; We are ambaffadors of Chrift.—As my Father 
fent me with a promife that he would be with 
_ me, John viii. 29. He that fent me is with me: fo 

fend I you with the promife, Lo! Jam with you 

always unto the end of the world.—As the Father 
_ fent me todo nothing of m/f, but as he taught, 

John viii. 28:; fo fend I you to do nothing of 
~yourfelves, but as you are taught of me.—As 

my Father hath fent me not to\/peak of myfelf, but 
as be gave me commandment, what I fhould fay, and. 
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what I fhould fpeak, John xii. 49.: fo fend I you, 
not to {peak of yourfelves, nor for your own 
glory, John vii. 18.; but as I.give commandment 
what you fhould fay, and what you ‘Jhould fpeak. As 
my Father fent me, and anointed me to preach glad 
tidings to the meek, Wa. Ixxi. 1.; fo fend I you to 
preach the gofpel to every poor creature. — My father 
fent me to five by him, John vi. 47. The living 
Father hath fent me, and I live by the Father ; fo fend 
I you, fo as that you may live by me; that the 
life you live may be by the faith of the Son of God.— 
My Father fent me to give out freely of the gifts 
Lreceived for men, even for the rebellious ; fo fend I 
you; Freely you have received, freely give: tell the 
poor world, they have nothing to pay for life 
and falvation, for I have paid for all.—My Fa- 
ther fent me to be affaulted by many bulls of 
Bafhan, compafling me about; fo fend I you, 
Mat. x. 16. Behold, I fend you forth as fheep in the 
mdft of wolves: think not ftrange though they 
attempt to tear you and your commiffion.— 
My Father fent me to be an example to you, and 
to leave you an example, that you might follow ny 
fieps: fo fend I you, that ye may be en/amples to 
the flock, 1 Pet. v. 5. —My Father fent me witha 
promife of a reward of my work ; though Ifrael 
fhould not be gathered, yet fhould I be glorious in 
the fight of the Lord: even fo fend I you; for, 
when the chief Shepherd fhall appear, you fhall re- 
ceive a crown of glory which fadeth not away.—A- 
gain, my Father fent me to be a light to the 
world, a hht tolighten the Gentiles: {fo fend I you; 
ye are the light of the world, Mat. v.14. And ye 
are to /hine as lights in the world, Phil. ii. 15.— 
My Father fent me to be a /ign, a fign that fhould 
be fpoken agaim/t, Luke ii. 34.: even fo fend I you, 
Ezek. xii. 6. Son of man, I have fet thee for a fign to 
the houfe of Irael; a fign of mercy to fome, a 


-fign of judgment to others, and a fign of re- 


proof unto many. How fad! that fome inftead 
of being figns are fnares! Hof. ix. 8.—Again, 
my Father fent me to be a world’s wonder; Be- 
hold I, and the children which thou haft given me are 
Sor figns and wonders, even in Ifrael: fo fend 1 you, 
Zech. iii. 8. O Fofhua, thou and thy fellows that fit 
before thee ; they are men wondered at. Pfal. lxxi. 7. 
Tama wonder to many; but thou art my firong refuge. 
— My Father fent me to be a witne/s ; and to this 
end was I born, and for this caufe came I into the 
world, that I fhould bear witne/s unio the truth: even 
fo fend I you, to be witnefles forme; Ye are my - 
witneffes, fa. xliii. 10, 11, 12. Ye are my witneffes, 
that Lam God; I am Fehovah, and befides me there is 
no Saviour ; therefore ye are my witneffes that I am 
God.— My Father fent me to gather finners unto 
him ; and bow often would I have gathered them, as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings? So 
fend I you, to gather the outcafts of Ifrael, and to 
gather the di/perfed of I/rael into one. —Ina word, 
my Father fent me down to Egypt, down to this 
world, a place of Egyptian darknefs and ido- 
latry, of Egyptian bondage and flavery: fofend 
I you, with the gofpel of light and liberty, to 
deliver finners from darknefs and bondage. — 
My Father fent me, and fealed me, and anointed 
and qualified me; Behold my fervant, whom I up- 
hold ; mine elect, in whom my foul delighteth: {fo fend 
I you, with my feal, my anointing, my fur-_ 
niture; you go not this warfare at your own 
charges, but at my coft.—Finally, my Father 
fent me, with a come now, and I will fend THEE, 
thee in particular: even fofend 1 you; not on- 
ly you, in general, who are minifters of mine, 
but THEH in particular; every minifter in par- 

ticular, 


\ 
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ticularis toapply the miffion to himfelf: fend 

thee to fuch a corner, and thee to fuch another 

corner. He that hath appointed the bounds of our 
habitations, hath appointed the bounds of thy 
miniftration. It is true, thy general commil- 
fion is large, Go preach the gofpel to every creature, 
as you have accefs; but he ordinarily afligns 
his fervants alfo each his particular charge; 
and where-ever it is, it may be called an Egypt, 
becaufe of the multitude of bond flaves to fin’ 
and Satan that are there; and therefore his call 
is, Come now, and I will fend thee into Egypt. 
Thus of the manner in which he fends. 


Hence fee, by way of application, thefe two 
particulars following. 

1. What regard ought to be paid to a faithful 
gofpel-minifiry. At is to be reverenced as God's 
fend. Chritt hath faid,; He. that receiveth you, 


receiveth me; and be that receiveth me, receveth hum 


that fent me. Refpect is due to the minifterial 
vocation, becaufe it refembles the call of Chrift 
from the Father. It is a divine call and miflion, 
1 fend ; itis God that fends a faithful minifter. 
—Itisa particular call, I fend THEE. God points 
out, in providence, the particular perfon for 
the particular charge. —It is a fovereign call; 1 
wiILu fend thee. It is my will and pleafure to 
give you fuch a minifter. It is not a paftor at 
the pleafure of the patron, prince, prelate, or 
prelatical court; no: it is according to the-will 
of God, and the mind of God that a faithful 
minifter is given in an ordinary way: and 
therefore to’be regarded and reverenced. — A- 
gain, itis a weighty call that.a gofpel minifter 
hath, a weighty miflion; L/end thee mtoEcyrrt. 
O Sirs, people fhould pray for their minifters, 
and pity them when fent to Egypt: hard work 
is upon their hand there.—It is a needful mif- 
fion; when the cry of the opprefled is great, 
when the cafe of {inners is fad and deplorable. 
—It is a folemn miffion;. Gome Now,-and-I will 
fend thee. The circumftances of the prefent 


admiffion of a minifter here amongft you is. 


fuch as makes the matter very weighty and 
folemn in all its circumftances ; I doubt if ever 
there was the like. The circumftances of the 
time, and the place, and the perfons that gave 
the call, and the perfon called, yea, admitted 
amongft you. 
I have heard of Glafgow, that fome time a- 
go it hath been like a Gofhen for religion, 
when men could not walk almoft through the 
ftreets of it, without hearing the morning and 
evening found of family worfhip on week-days, 
as well as Sabbath-days; but I havealfo heard, 
that now it is degenerate toan Egypt of grofs 
darknefs, error, irreligion, and ungodlinefs ; 
an Egypt where anumber of God’s people that 
defire to fee reformation-work reviving, hath 
been long opprefied, fcattered, reproached, and 
kept in bondage; and, (though I know the 
modefty of the minifter this day admitted a- 
moneft you, will hardly bear with fuch an ho- 
nourable application of this text, yet) what a 
mercy would it be to this place, if God be this 
day faying, with reference to him, Come now, 
and I will fend thee into Egypt ;, for I have feen, I 
have Jeen the affliction of my people; I have beard 
their groaning, and am come down to deliver, and am 
to make thee the inftrument? This would be 
fuch a mercy, that, I think, all the Lord’s peo- 
ple fhould be crying with their hearts to God 
for it, faying, “ O! that he may be fent of God 
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“ to be the happy inftrument of delivering 
“ many fouls out of their houfe of bondage to 
“ fin and Satan!”, Let this be your prayer and 
defire in fecret ; and, who knows what Ged 
may do? Though Pharaoh and his hoft fhould 
oppofe themfelves; and though a Red-fea of 
difficulties fhould be in the way, the God of 
Ifrael {till remains; he can work his work by 
what inftruments he will. ; 

2. Is God faying to every gofpel minifter, 
whom he calls to work for him, Come now, and 
I will fend thee to Egypt? Andis Chrift faying to 
us, As my Father fent me, fo fend I you? Then you 
may look upon us minifters here this day, as 
fent from him who is the Son of God, and the 
Sent of God, to call you to believe in» him 
whom the Father has fent.. We are only fent 
to {peak in his name, and not inour own. We 
are only fent, indeed, of Chrift at the fecond 
hand; but Chrift is the Sent of God immedi- 
ately, and at the firft hand. We are fent of 
Chrift to call you to come to the Sent of God; 
and, indeed, faving faith lies in a coming to, 
and believing in. Chrift, ashe is the Sent of 
God. Many atime, in the gofpel according to 
John, the main hinge and myftery of faith is 
made to ly in this; John v. 24. Verily, verily I 
fay unto you, He that heareth my word, and beleveth 
in bim that fent me, hath everlafimg hfe. John xi. 
42. As I faid, that they may believe that thou haft 
Jent me. John xii. 44. He-that believeth on me, be- 
lieveth on him that fent me. And ver. 45. He that 
Jeeth me, Jeeth him that fent me. John xvii. 21. 
That the world may know that thou haft ent me. And 
ver. 41. That the world may believe that thou haft 
Jent me. Yea, about forty. times, in that one 
book of John, Chrift 1s proclaimed as:the Sent 
of God. He fpake of himfelf as the Sent of God, 
and alfoof faith as fixing upon him as the Sent 
of God. And, John vi. 29. when it is quefti- 
oned, What fhall we do, that we may work the work 
of God? Chrift anfwers, This is the work of God, 
that ye believe in him whom he hath fent. . This is 
the work of his approbation; yea, this is the 
work of his operation, ver. 45, 65. Noman can 
come unto me, except the Father which hath fent me 
draw him. But how does he.draw? . Why, as 
the Father fent Chrift, fo Chriftpromifes tofend — 
the Spirit; J’ Jgo, Iwill fend him, fays Chritt, 
John xvi. 8.; and when he is come, he fball convince 
the world of fin, righteoufne/s, and of judgment.» He 
Shall teftify of me, and he /hall glorify me. And thus 
he fhall draw finners to me, and that. by. the 
miniftry of the word: for the Spirit again, he 
fends and. qualifies his own minifters, and 
makes them able muiniffers of the New-teffament ; 
not of the letter, but of the Spirit, 2 Cor. ili. 6. 
And when their miniftry is the miniftration of 
the Spirit, which is the Spirit of power andlife; 
For the letter kalleth, but the Spirit giveth hfe. And 
thus the word of grace, in the mouth of the 
minifter, and in the hand of the Spirit, fent 
by him who is the Sent of God, is the means of 
quickening the foul to this faith of the Sonof | 
God, and Sent of God. big sce 

Othen, finner, before you go, confider how | 
many fends there are for you; Chrift. is fent, 
the Spirit fent, the minifter fent;, he that faid — 
to Mofes, Come now, and I will fend thee to. Egypt, 
faid to Chrift, our true Mofes, Come now, and I 


will fend. thee; and Chrift is faying to the Spirit, 


Come now, and I will fend thee; and the Spirit is 
faying to the minifter, “ Come now, and I will - 


* fend thee, to deal with fuch afoul, in the name 
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“ of Chrift, to come to him, and believe in him 
** as the Chrift of God, the Sent of God.” 

O then, finner, if you would have the bene- 
fit of this day’s work, and the profit of a gof- 
“colggbewes ie your eternal falvation, I call you 
to this work of God, which is to believe in him 
whom he hath,fent; to believe that God hath 
fent Chrift to the Egypt of darknefs, death, and 
bondage that you are into; to believe that he 
is fent to loofe your bonds, and bring you out 
of that houfe of bondage: If thou wouldf believe, 
thou fhouldft fee the glory of God. 

O finner, finner that hears me, you cannot 
deliver yourfelf out: of your bondage; you 
. cannot fave yourfelf either from fin or wrath: 
but wilt thou believe that Chrift is fent to de- 
liver you; that God hath fent him to ble/s you, O 
curfed finner !-That God hath fent him to fave 
thee, O loft finner!. That God, hath fent. him 
to pardon you, Oguilty finner! ThatGod hath 
fent him to wafh thee, O»polluted finner! — 
You fhalldie im your fin, if you believe not that 
God hath fent him asa Jefus, to fave thee from 
thy fins» But if thou believeft in him as the 
Sentiof God, thou fhalt /eethe glory iof God; for, if 
thou: believe, thou fhalt be faved... We are fent to 
- tell’ you what the Sent of God fays; he fays, 7 
am the refurrection and the hfe}, he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet:/ball he hve. God hath 
fent him down to Egypt, to deliver thee from 
death; {piritual and eternal; and he is come 
to fave and deliver thee, becaufe his Father 
fent him. 

--And wherefore hath he fent him? Why, he 
is fent to bring thee out of thy Egyptian dark- 
nefs and ignorance of God: and particularly, 

(1) He:is fent to make known his Father, 
and his Father’s mind; and hence he fays, He 
that hath feen me, hath feen the Father. And, No man 
hath feen God at any time, but the only begotten Son, 
that is in the bofom of the Father, be hath declared him. 
' -(2.) He is fent to make known /im/e/f, both 
as the Son and Sent of God; as the Son equal 
with the Father, and one with him, faying, 7 
and my Father are one. And as the Sentand feal- 
- ed of the Father, to be the way, the truth, and 

the life. | SS Yeht 

- (3.) He is fent to make known the Spirit, as 
he is the Spirit both of the Father and of the 
Son; and as fuch promifed to be fent of Chrift 
to apply, by his power, all that Chrift purchaf- 
ed by his blood; and to be fent in the moft 
plentiful manner after Chrift’s afcenfion to hea- 
ven; If I go, Iwill fend him.. And, When. he is 
come, he will convince the world of fin, of righteouf- 
_ nes, and of judgment: He fhall teftify of me. He fball 
glorify me.— Thus Chrift is fent to make known 
a glorious Trinity, God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, and the concern that each perfon hath 
in our falvation and deliverance out of Egypt, 
our houfe of bondage. 

And is he now come to feek and fave you 


after this manner? Shall I not afk you, Do you’ 


now believe? Or, will you come now to him, 
and be delivered? Will you now come and 
welcome the deliverer? Now zs the accepted time; 
and what iff it be xow or never? You have been 
long in Egypt, fome of you.—Some of you 
have been long enough in the Egypt of a cor- 


» 
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rupt, perfecuting church. What if this day’s work 
be a call toyou to come outof thar Egypt, and 
join in with the witneffes for Chrift, and the 
doctrine, difcipline, worfhip, and government 
of his houfe, againft the defections, errors, 
corruptions, and ungodly meafures of the 
day?—Some of you have been long enough in 
the Egypt of a natural fate, ina ftate of fpiritual 
darknefs,and death; and behold now Chritt is 
fent to give you the Spirit of light and life! 
And, if you believe in him, as the fcripture hath faid, 
John vii. 38. out of your belly, out of your bowels 
and heart, /hall flow rivers of living waters: this 
be fpake of the Spirit, which they that beheve on him 
JSbould receive. But then it.is faid, The Spirtt was 
not yet given, becaufe Fefus was not yet glorified. But 
now he is glorified; having run theerrand on 
which he was fent of the Father, he 1s gone 
back again to the Father, that he may fend the 
Spirit, and. to give the Holy Ghoft more plen- 
tifully: and, if now you believe in the Sent of 
God, then the, Holy Ghoft is here, the living 
water is running through your heart: the 
quickening Spirit is within you, as a well of 
water, /pringing up to everlafting hfe. 

OySirs, he is come! he is come to open the 
fountain of living water, and he is faying, Jf 
any man thirft, let him come to me and drink. ANY 
MAN, be whohe will; if you be of the race of 
Adam ; if any man need a drink of thefe quick- 
ening, purifying, healing waters of the fanc- 
tuanry, let him come to me and drink; for, be 
that beheveth on me fhall never thirft ; either with a 
thirft of total want again, or with a thirft of 
greedy defire after worldly lufts and pafling 
vanities again; nor after the fleth-pots of Egypt. 
O poor foul, do you now believe in him, who 
is come down to Egypt for you, down to your 
hell of fin and mifery for you? Say not, Where 
is he, that |may believe in him? Nay, you 
need not fay, Who /hall afcend, to bring him down? 
or defcend, to bring him up? He 15 near you, in this 
word, by his Spirit that he promifes to fend: . 
and what if, by the hand of a poor fervant fent 
to {peak in his name, he be faying to you, juft 
now, as he faid to the woman of Samaria, “ J 
“ that foeak unto thee am be? | am the Mefiiah; I 
“ amithe Sent of God, to deliver you; J am the 
“ refurrection and the life, he that believeth in me, 
“* though he were dead, yet fhall he hve.” And if 
you now believe, then life is begun, that fhall 
never end. 

OSirs, may it be evidenced by your walk, and 


.deportment, and converfation for the future, 


that the Sent of God hath got his errand, that 
you are delivered out of Egypt, and are on your 
way to the heavenly Canaan! Depend upon 
this glorious deliverer, a greater than Mofes is 
here: whatever Red feas be in your way, or 
wildernefles of temptation and trouble be in 
your way, he is able to carry you mercifully 
through it, as on eagles wings, till he bring 
you to the Jordan of death; and he will not 
leave you there, as Mofes did Ifrael, no; he can 
make the waters of Jordan to divide before 
you, and bring you fafely in to the ref that re- 
mains for the people of God. ii 
May the Lord follow with power what is de- 
livered in weaknefs. To his name be praife. 
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The Power and Policy of SAT 
Lorp Jesus 
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And the Lord faid, Simon, Simon; behold, Satan hath defired to have you, t 


but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not; 
HE quarrel between the feed of the wo- 
: man, and the feed of the ferpent is an- 
tient, mortal, and implacable. It is 
almoft as old as the world, Gen. iii. 15. This 
enmity is maintained betweeen the church 
militant, and the church malignant; between 
the fynagogue of God, and the fynagogue of 
.Satan; as between the Ifraelites and the Phili- 
ftines. Each of thefe parties have their cham- 
pion; as the Ifraelites had David, and the Phi- 
liftines, Goliath.—Satan’s armies are legions of 
evil fpirits, and evil men, feduced by errors, de- 
ceived by falfe promifes, and hired by the 
wages of unrighteoufnefs: their general is the 
devil, or Satan. —Curistv’s armies are the good 
angels, who encamp about them that fear God, 
as fo many horfes and chariots of fire, as Gehazi: 
faw when his eyes were opened; and /auts, 
who are as an army with banners ; with banners 
difplayed, ready to fight, having put on the 
whole armour of God: But the great general 
and captain of the hoft, isthe Lorp Jesus 
Curist,- who did encounter our grand ene- 
“my two remarkable times, once in the wilder- 
nefs, and once on-the crofs; and both times 
killed him with his own weapons, once by 
fcripture, and once by death, as David cut 
off the head of Goliath, with his own fword: 
and fo, through death, did deftroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; and, in fign of 
victory, brought away the keys, Rev. i. 18; J 
am be that liveth, and was dead; and behold Iam a- 
live for evermore, Amen: and have the keys of hell and 
of death, FoR EvERMOE!, there is our part, and 
our hope. He is alive for evermore, until he 
fhall tread down Satan under our feet, Rom. xvi. 20. 
1 Cor. xv. 24,25. Till then, we mutt neither 
look for peace nor truce, but ftand upon our 
ground with our {words drawn, and our watch 
fet, and our armour girt on; knowing that 
- our caufe is good, our captain great, our con- 
queft certain, and our crown immortal, that 
Sadeth not away. 
This enmity in Satan proceeds from malice 
and envy, two active and ftirring principles ; 
malice to God, and envy to men: for, not be- 
ing able, with his poifon, to reach God, he 
cafts it out upon man, his image-bearer.’ Now, 
as the quarrel is‘old, fo it is deadly. He is a 
murderer from the beginning ; a ferpent, a lion, a 
dragon, an enemy, an accufer, a deftroyer: 
yea, the older, the fubtiler; having ftill the 
“more experimental fubtilty. And knowing 
that his time is fhort, he rages themore; asa 
ftone moves fafteft, when it comes neareft the 


AN, bounded and baffled by the 
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hat he may Sift you as wheat: 
and when thou art converted, firengthen thy brethrens _ 


‘centre. He is now theold/erpent, the red dragon, 
Rev. xii. 3. the roaring lion, 1 Pet: v. 8. amurderer: 
from the beginning, John viii. 44.» Satan practifed: 
his cruelty: upon the firft pair'of men that ever 
were in the world, and prevailed; when Cain: 
flew his brother; and upon the old quarrel, 
becaufe Abel’s works were good, and Cain’s evil, 
1 John ii. 12.. Ever fince the blood of Abel, 
red hath been the church’s colour, and fanguine. 
hath been her complexion; their'conftancy im 
fuffering being an evidence of the truth they 
fuffered for. Yet they have not been more for- 
rowful than fruitful; for, the blood of ‘the 
martyrs hath ftill been the feed of the church. 
From Abel’s time, to this day, the ferpent hath 
never been idle: the devil hath never been a- 
fleep: never hath he changed in his mind, abat- 
ed in his malice, nor defifted in his mifchief, 
wherein he hath prevailed upon the children 
of men. His method hath ftill been either by 
fubtilty or cruelty ;) fometimes as a crooked 
ferpent, by the infinuation of error, herefy, 
and delufion, wherewith the church hath been 
dangeroufly infefted; at other times like a fly- 
ing dragon, or a roaring lion, by the fury of 
threatenings and tortures, battering down and 
devouring with tyranny and perfecution. Hard 
_and difficult itis to tellin which of thefe he hath 
been moft fuccefsful. No fooner had the church 
reft and peace from the bloody fword, but they 
fell out in factions; infomuch that the church 
hath grown moft, when moft opprefled, as ‘If 
rael multiplied in their bondage. It was fo 
from the beginning; it was fovin the firft and 
beft days of the church: as aferpent he began; 
and he will be but the old ferpent ftill. _It-was 
fo when Chrift himfelf was: prefent in the ar- 
my; Szmon, Simon; Satan hath defired to have you, 
that he might fift you as wheat, &Co 03 
Thus powerful, and thus malicious is. our 
enemy; thus vigilant, and thus implacable. - 
What then fhall we do? Shall we hang down 
our heads in defpair? Or, like cowards, truft 
to our heels, asif they were better foldiers than 
our hands? No, fays our Lord; as’ David of 
Goliath, 1 Sam. xvii. 32. Let no man’s heart fail 
becaufe of him; more are with usthan againft us: 
yea, if God be with us, who can be againfi us? Rom: 
Vili. 31. is the motto of the Chriftian warriour: 
Chrift, the Captain of. our falvation, is furely 
more vigilant for the fafety of the church, than 
Satan can be for their ruin. He can bréak the 
lion’s teeth, and take away the ferpent’s fting. 
His Saomcan baffle the fubtilty of Satan, un- 
bottom his depths, and defeathis wiles; eafily 


* This fubjeCt was handled in three fermons, preached on Saturday, Sabbath, and Monday, before, in time of, and after the cele- 
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break through his forces; yea, the God, whom 
we ferve, is able to deliver us: for, as he hath 
promifed, the gates of bell /hall not prevail. Nei- 
ther his fubtilty nor cruelty fhall be able to 
overthrow the faith of the elect, as the text af- 
fures us; Simon, Simon; Satan hath defired to. have 
you, that he may fift you as wheat:,.but I have pray- 


ed for thee, that thy faith fail not ; and when thou art. 


converted ftrengthen thy brethren. " 
In the words, viewed more generally, we have, 

firfta premonition; and then an admonition. 
1. We have a premonition; Simon, Satan. hath de- 

Jired to have you, that he may fift you.as, wheat, And 


therein we may obferve two things; firft, the. 


temptation, and then the fuccefs.of it. .. | 

“In the temptation you may obférve, 1, The 
perfon warning of the temptation, Curisr. 
2. The perfon tempted, Stmon. , 3. The quality 
of the.temptation, a.winnowing,. 4. The limita- 
fion of it; it is a defring to winnow you. 

“In ‘the fucce/s of this. matter,.obferve 1. The. 
grace aflaulted, his faith. 2. The power of this, 
affault, tending to make faith to ftagger and 
fail. 3. The protector in this cafe, Chrift our 
defence,.the feed of the woman.. 4. The mean, 
and prewalence thereof, [have prayed for thee, that 
thy faith fail not. + 
_ 2. The latter thing obferved in the words, is. 
the admonition here given toPeter; When thou art 
converted, firengthen thy brethren. | 

The fubject being too copious for any one 
doctrine, we would juit offer fome remarks, 


I. Upon the circumftances of the tzme and ac- 
- cafion wherein thefe words were fpoke. - 
If. Upon the circumftances of the text. 
. Il. Upon the warning itfelf. 


- I. We are to offer fome remarks upon the 
cireumftances of the time and occafion wherein 
_ thefe words were fpoke. Here thecircumftances 
are to be confidered, namely, 1. The time that 
Satan choofed. 2. The occafion, Chrift’s fuffer- 
ing and paffion. . Hence obferve, 


iff, The afflictions of the godly are flumbling-blocks: | 


_ So it was with the fufferings of the Head; the 
Jimtting of the Shepherd occafioned the /cattering.of 
the fheep, Zech. xiii. 7.. The afflictions of the 
godly are ftumbling-blocks through Satan’s 
policy. The crofs of Chrift is called a fcandal. 
Paul’s chain and bonds were matter of offence 
tomany. But itis faid of Onifiphorus he was 


not afbamed of my chain, 2 Tim, 1. 16. For the hope * 


Of Mrael Iam bound with this cham, A&ts xxviii. 20, 
_ But there are two ways whereby Satan makes 
the trials of the godly, and their afflictions, 
ftumbling-blocks ; and that, : 

-.. 1. By corrupting our judgments. ‘The devil per- 
fuades men that the religion that is perfecuted 

is not good. On this account Eliphaz was. 
tempted to condemn Job, chap. iv. 7. Remember, 
I pray thee, who ever perifhed, being innocent? Or, 
where were the righteous cut off ?. When the wicked 

 profper, and the godly feem to perifh, and be 

~ cut off in this life, it is a great temptation even 
to the godly; as it was to Afaph, who got not 
over this itumbling-block, till he went to the 
fan@tuary, Pfalm lxxiii. 3.—17. When we /erv- 
ed the. queen of heaven, we were in a better fate, 
faid the idolatrous Jews, Jer. xliv. 17,—19. 
2. By furring up. bafe affections, felf-love, and 
felfifh inclinations; bafe fears, The Ifraelites 
were valiant till they arrive at the Red-fea; and 


fore, what religion will coft you. Expect not 
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gypt, learns to fwear; Peter, in the.j 


a a 


to go to heaven inachariot. Lay youraccount’ 
with the worft. Choofe, with Mofes, to fuffer 
affliction., Mortify your bafe affections, and 
get on a refoluiion to fuffer. No fearful fol- 
dier fhould go to war. Love of God and the 
world cannot ftand together. 

2dly, Obferve from the time, that Satan is 
wary and watchful in taking opportunity to 


/ tempt:. The devil walketh about like.a roaring lon, 


1 Pet. v..8. He goes to and fro iu the. earth, and 
walketh up and down init, Job i. 7.: Weread, Eph. 
vi. how the whole armour of God is to be put on, to 
note, or point out to us, the vigilance of the 
enemy; his fleights and ambufhments, {nares 
and gins. We havea remarkable inftance of 
the cunning and fubtilty of Satan, in the firt 
temptation, when: he-aflaulted Eve. 1. He 
tempts the weaker veflel. 2. When fhe was 
alone. 3. By a-fubtile lye; Yea, bath God faid, 
Ye fhall not eat of the tree? intermixed with fome 
truth, to. make thelyethe more taking, Y¢/hall 
be as Gods, knowing good and evil; atruth, but the 
dreadfulnefs of 1t-covered: for they were to be 
indeed.as devils, knowing good and evil to their 
fearful. experiences; 4... By a folemn attefting 
God himfelf to confirm:thistruth; for God knows, 
fays he, that your eyes hall be opened, and ye fhall be 
as Gods. Where learn, that Satan’s ftrongeft 
attacks to delude are in God’s name. If he did 
not father his lies, deceits, delufions upon God, 
they could not be fo fuccefsful. Satan’s flaves, 
and thefe that aretempted and deluded by him, 
are moft ready with their folemn appeals to 
God, that he knows. this or that to be a truth, 
which yet is but a:lye: God knows that you fhall 
have your eyes opened, and-be as Gods, knowing good 
and evil. He then faid, God knows you :/hall 
know; and now he is ready to fuggett, faying, 
God knows that you do know. What if Satan, 
at this day, be making fome to fay, “ God 
“ knows that now my eyes are opened; I fee 
what I did not fee? God knows that I know 
fome good and evil, that 1 did not know: 
God knows that.a good work is wrought 
upon me: I am fo fure of it, that I can atteft 
God in the matter: Iam fofure of it, that 
no man fhall make me think otherwife.” 
People may have confidence of this fort, and 
yet be under a devilifh delufion. Satan teach- 
eth them to fay, God knows that my eyes are 
opened, dc, 

This fhould teach us to be wife and wary, 
becaufe. we are weak; Be /ober, be vigilant ; be- 
canfe your adverfary the devil, as aroaring lion, walk= 
eth about feeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. 8. 
The devil willhave fome advantage, though we 
were never fo watchful; but, the more watch- 
ful we are, the lefs he will have. 

1. We are to watch and obferve the tzme. It 
is like, when we are weak in body and mind, 
diftempered and difcouraged, he will fet upon 
us, and moft fuccefsfully prevail againft us, 

2. When we are alone, Some fins are not 
committed but alone. ‘The enemy fets upon 


66 


66. 


his adverfary alone, and too often prevails moft 


powerfully over him. ty | 

3. When a faithful minifiry is abfent and forgot, 
Thus the Ifraelites turned to the golden calf in 
Mofes’s abfence. In time of gofpel-preaching, 
people do not provide for the time of temptati- 
on, but forget the inftru¢tions they have got, 


; and fo ly open to {nares, 
_ till they hear ofthe Anakims. Set down, there- _ 


. 


4..When we are in evil company,'. Jofe hin E- 


hall, 
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hall, to forfwear. Putacoalin the fire, and it 
receives the colour of the fire. The very fight 
of gaunting and yawning fmites others with 
the fame difeafe: a fit of laughter will provoke 
others to laugh; and fo will the weeping and 
wailing of one or two fet an hundred a’ weep- 
ing and wailing, which may be merely the 


fruitof a natural fympathetic temper in people.” 


But, when thefe take footing in places of temp- 
tation, efpecially {piritual and devout aflaults 
of the enemy ;. the infection may prove very 
dangerous and difmal: and that even, 

5. When we are in good company. So Peter was 
a temptation: to Chrift, and afterward to Bar- 
nabas, when carried away with the diffimulation; 
Aaron and Miriam a temptation to: Mofeés: So 
may good men and minifters be great tempta- 
tions, through the power and policy of Satan. 

6. When the occafions of ‘fin are prefent, and 
tempting oljects are in view;: then we need to be 
moft watchful andiwary: “Look not onthe wine 
when it is red, when it giveth the colour in the cup, 
when it moveth i/elf aright, Prov. xxiii. 31.5 When 
oceafions of fin are of a ruddy and beautiful 
colour; when the cup of temptation moves it- 
felf aright; when fpiritual temptations, and 
religious ones, have a fair and glorious-like 
appearance; look not then upon them: beware 
of them, they are like waterand wind toa mill. 

Again, if Satan be fo wary and watchful, 
we need to take heed of four fins that:are his 
opportunities; as, 1. The fin of our calling ; 
fuch as we are liable to therein. 2. Sins of 
cuftom, that you have been long inured unto. 
3. Sins of confiztution: for, though all fins be 
like weeds in a garden; yet, fome are fuch as 
overtop the reft.. 4. Sins that eafily befet, and 
fins that the prefent occurrence makes you 
moft liable unto. So, when Chrift had fafted 
long, then he is tempted to turn ftones to bread, 
at the devil’s motion. When people have pray- 
ed long; and not been heard; then he tempts 
to fay, Why fhould we wait any longer? O 
Sirs, look to an once tempted Jefus, who /uf- 


Jered beg tempted, that be might be able to fuccour 


them that are tempted, Heb: it. 8. 


ll. We propofed next to offer fome remarks 
upon the circumftances of the text; which are 
thefe four. 1. The perfon warning, namely, 
Chrift. 2. The perfon warned, Simon. 3. The 
ingemination and doubling of the name, Si- 
mon, Simon. 4. ‘The folemnity of the warning, 
Behold, Satan hath defired to have you, that he mug bt 
Sift you as wheat, &c. 

if, The perfon warning, namely, Curisr, 
here called the Lord: and the Lord faid, Simon, 
Simon; Satan hath defired to have you, that he might 
Jift you as wheat. Here we may obferve that 
Chrift isea Lorn, the Lord of lords; the Lord of 
hofts; Lord over heaven, earth, and hell. He 
hath right by nature, as God, and by donati- 
on, as Mediator, to the univerfal government. 
All the devils in hell are under his check and 
control, being far exalted above all principalities 
and powers; and head over all things to the church, 

_ 2dly, The perfon warned, Simon. But, per- 
haps, it may be enquired, Why doth Chrift 
addrefs himfelf to Simon, when the dan ger was 
general? The word here is, He hath defired you; 
but I have prayed for THEE. 
either from the eminency of the perfon, or the 
immenency Of Peter’s fall, which Chrift forefaw. 


1, The refon may flow from the eminency of — 


The reafon may be: 
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his perfon: for we. can allow a pre-eminency 
and priority of order, though not of office. To 
them all was committed the word of reconcili- 


ation, the adminiftration‘ of facrament, and. 


the power of the keys, as well as Peter: nor 
is the promife here madeé ‘to him, as a pro- 
mifé. peculiar to him, ‘and to his fucceflor, 
the bifhop of Rome, as.a privilege of infalli- 
bility in judgment, and indeficiency of faith; 
as ‘the flatterers of the Roman faction gather 
front hence: ‘but, ‘as a ftake in a hedge, well 


fhaken and knocked, fhould ftand.the fafter 
fo,’ Peter being tempted, and then converted, 
fhould ftrengthen others, as he foon attempt- 
ed, in going firft.in to the fepulchre, though 


John was-firft there; for, though love be nim- 
bleft, faith is boldeft. agape” 

2. The reafon may arife from the imminency 
of Peter’s fall, which Chrift forefaw, and gave 
him a fwatch of it here; but more. exprefly, 
anon, ver. 34. with a Peter,'I tell thee; that the 
cock’ fhall not crow this day, before that thou /halt 
thrice deny that thou knoweft me. Chrift faw 
where Satan had aimed his poifoned arrow, 
and warned him. He faw that he lay open 


by his prefumption, and fo calls upon him as 


Dalilah did upon Samfon, but with more fin- ~ 


cerity, The Philiftines are upon thee, Samfon: fo 
Chrift here, Szmon, Simon: Satan hath defired to 
have you. As fine a web as that fpider, Satan, 
can {pin, to inwrap the fouls of men; the 
nimble eye of Chrift can efpy it out, and when 
he pleafes, he can {weep it down. | 

Ifany afk, Why did he not prevent what he fore- 
Jaw and could hinder ? . . 

I anfwer, 1. The grace of God is not debtor to 
any man; God cannot be unrighteous in fuf- 
fering that, which he is not bound or obliged 
to hinder. 

2. God would not fuffer evil im, or upon, his 
children, if he did not know how to bring 
Sood-out of ‘evil; yea, the greateft good out of 
the greateft evil. So, out of Judah’s treafon, 
in betraying Chrift to death, he brought the 
life and comfort of all the world. God fuffers 
temptations to take place for many good rea- 
fons, as we may fee afterward: but, here I 
fhall only fay, from Simon’s cafe, Let him that 
thinkeft he flandeth, take heed left he fall. 


Here we may remak, That thefe whom Gop 


advances to the greate/ excellencies, SATAN af- 
faults with the greatef violence. As the fun 
beats hoteft upon the rifing bank; fo is Satan’s 
envy levelled moft againft thefe whom God 
hath advanced above others, either in grace 
or honour. Godhad no fooner marked out 
Job for his uprightnefs, but Satan marked 
him out for envy and mifchief. So the king 


of Syria commanded his foldiers to bend all: 


their force againft the king of Ifrael! 1 Kings 
xxli. 31. When Jofhua ftood before the angel 
of the Lord, Satan food at his right-hand to refift 


him, Zech. iii, 1. Our firft parents efcaped not. 


long, as we fee from Gen. iii. 1,— ¢. 


Yea 
_he fet upon Chrift himfelf with all his forces, 


Matth. iv. 3,—11. 
Quest. Why does God permit this ? 

~ Answ. 1. God permits it for the ¢rial, and 

fo for the honour of his graces in them; Wherein 

ye greatly rejoice, though now for a feafon, if need be, 

ye are in heavine/s through manifold temptations, that 

the trial of your faith being much more precious than 

of gold that perifbeth, though it be tried with fite, 

might be found unto praife, and honour, and glory at 
the 
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the appearing of Fefus'Chrift, 1 Pet.i. 6,7. Thus he 
turned Satan loofé upon Job. Asa cutler tak- 
ing a fword, and f{triking it againft-an anvil ; 
why; he knows what metal it is made of: fo, 
God knows what metal‘ his fervants are made 
of, and what Satan can do, what he would do, 
and what he fhall do.— By this means, God 
defigns’ the advancement of his own glory, in 
the victory of faith, in the iffue: Bleffed is the 
man thatendureth temptation; for when he is tried, 
he fball receive the crown, Jamés i. 12. 
' 2. God’s grace is increafed in his children by 
being exercifed.. Temptation is a fchool for 
training up Chrift’s folders ; as a fword glifters 
by ufing, which would ruft in the feabbard. 
Exercife is’ good for our fpiritual health; efpe- 
cially, fuch as God defigns for high and ho- 
nourable fervice : he will have them well tri- 
ed; as we dig low when we have a mind to 
build high. as talon aod 

Again, as Gop has his ends;*fo Satan has’ 
his. “And his defign is, 1. To oppo/e God: out 
of envy, hating them moft whom God honours’ 
moft. ‘Tt is the nattire of envy to aim at the 
faireft.:-2. This 1s his /udtilty; by a compen= 
dious way of mifehief to ftrike at the root; 
and fo the branches muft wither; to cut off the 
head, -and then’ the body muft die; to poifon’ 
the fountain, and then the ftreams muft needs 
be deadly; to cut off the captain, and'then the 
common foldiers muft needs yield or fly.~ 
Therefore, they that are’ moft eminent mutt 
be moft fiercely affaulted. . 

1. Hence learn, That we fhould pray for all; 
efpecially for thefe that are in éminent ftati> 
ons: as all the members of the body run to 


the fuccour of the head. We muft pray for 


them that our petitions may prevent Satan: 
Pray for us, fays the apoftle, and’ for me. We 
have many enemies;'we that are minifters ; 
efpecially, if aiming at the overthrow of Sa- 
tan’s kingdom, and the advancement of Chrift’s' 
kingdom. ‘The devil came with open mouth 
againft Ghrift: Why dof thou trouble'us before-the 
time? The preaching of Chrif crucified, and cal- 


ling’*men from darkne/s to light, and from the’ 


power of Satan to God, troubles the devil exceed- 
ingly: and, alas! how many enemies did he 


inflame againft Chrift; Scribes, Pharifees, law- 


yers, Herodians, and the people? 


2. Let men be content’ with a’ low fate, if 


God has put them into it; for}'the more ho- 


nour, the more danger. The chimney and the’ 


weather-cock are the higheft in the building; 
but the one moft foul, the other moft fhaken; 


The foundation that lies loweft, lies fureft. Let 


every one be content with his own place: God 
knows how to difpofe of us. Again, 

3. Men in eminent place may expect to be much 
affaulted. ‘There was never any tall cedar, but 
was well fhaken; and, if not well rooted, in 
great danger. 


4. Hence fee, that you fhould pity thefe whofe 


eminent place expofes them to be fhaken. Pe- 


ter did not well underftand himfelf when he 


faid, Though all men forfake thee, yet will not A 
coward may buckle.on his harnafs, and break 
the air with great words; but, when he comes 
into the midft of the enemy, then his valour 
is put to it; as a pilot’s {kill is moft feen in a 


ftorm. It is eafy to difcour/fe of wars and ftormas, : 
and dying for Jefus Chrift; but it is another’ 


thing to meet with them. Fa 
ah Another circumftance of the text is, the 
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BAFFLED BY “CHRIST. 1s 
imgemination and doubling of the name, Stmon, 
Simon: Behold, Satan hath défired to have you, that 
be may fift you as wheat.» This ingernination of 
names'in fcripture is ufval; and uféful in thefe 
three refpects. 

I. It expreffes an ardency of lové and affecti- 
on; as in David ‘to Abfolom, O Abjlom, Abjolom! 
my Jon, my'fon! And our Lord Jefus to Jerufa- 
lem, O-feru/alem, Ferufalém! how oft would T have 
Sathered thee, as ahen gathereth her chickens under 
her'neings, but ye would not! | 

2. As'it'points out the dearne/s of love, fo the - 
nearne/s Of danger to the perfon beloved : fo, the 
angel'to Abraham, ‘when he’ had‘his knife 
drawn inhis hand ‘to kill Haac, the angel cries 
out Abraham, Abraham! His words made hatte, 
one after another, Jef they come too late to re. 
lieve Tfaae, that lay trembling on his father’s 
Kgifes1!89 © : 

3. It iplies the “curity of the perfon thus in 
danger; as if one word would not awaken him, 
Thus, Chrift called to Saul out of heaven, Saui, 
Saul! why perfecuteft thoume? Aétsix.4. So Chritt 
here, Szmon, Simon! for any, or all of thefe rea- 
fons cormnplexly viewed: for, 

(1.) What greater love-can bethan that which 
is {hewed ‘to the foul? "And what love compa- 
rable tothe love of Chrift? It is love infinitely 
furpafling the love of Jonathan.’ This moves 
Chrift‘to'‘double and ingeminate his name, Si 
mon, Simon! behold, Satan hath defired to have you, 
that be may fift you as wheat, &c. 

'(2.) What greater danger than this of Simon, 
running into the mouth of ‘the roaring lion, 
without feat or armour? Yea, his own fecuri- 
ty had ftript him naked of his ftrength: there- 
fore, Chrift; in commiferation of him, doubles 
his name, Szmon, Simon! 

(3:) ‘Secarity deafens us to counfel, and har- 
dens us to danger; and therefore there is need, 
fometimes, of wakening ingeminations, Simon, 
Simon! We need fometimes to give hatty in- 
telligencéof what danger is a-coming, leit the 
advertifement come too late at another time. - 

4thly, Another circumftance of the text, that’ 
I obferve; “is this, the /olemmty of the warning, 
BEHOLD; Satan hath defired to have thee, &c. Bes 
bold is a'Word like-a beacon fired’ on’a hill-top, 
that betokens fome extraordinary thing, cal-’ 
ling men’s’eyes to look 'to it; or as a trumpet, 
that commands filence, and begets attention, 
Here Chrift is the preacher and the crier. 

Here we may remark, minifters are called: 
watchmen; and they fhould watch over the fouls 
of men. Watchmen ought neither to be blind 
nor dumb; and we; whofe office itis, fhould 
be feers, to look out; and cryers, to cry out, 
when we efpy a danger}; as good fhepherds do 
over the flock, when they efpy the wolf com- 
ing, and endeavour to-gather them to the fold. - 

It is our duty, and we muft:tell you, all 


> 
o 


' places are full of temptations.» You trade up- 


on ice; you goamong fnares. Satan is laying 
{nares for you every where. There is a fnare 
in your profits, pléafures, and honours. There’ 
is a fnare, and temptation in your meat, and 
drink, and fleep; a fnare in your difcourfe, 
your communication-and company. Every: 
night’s fleep is a reprefentation of death: and,’ 
as Satan, the prince of darknefs, never fleeps;_ 
fo, you have need, when you fleep, to clofe 
your eyes towards: heaven, and fleep every’ 
night, as Chrift died, with a Father, into thy’ 
hands I commend my Spirit. Every one of-your 
0 ek - fenfes 
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fenfes is a window to let in temptation, if there 
be not a watch fet upon them. Eve found Sa- 
tan in an apple; Achan, in a wedge of gold; Ge- 
hazi, in two talents of gold. Yea, thereis a temp- 
tation in your good works. When you hear, 
when you pray, take heed.. Good works may 
be made great temptations to pride of duty: 

yea, good minifters may be made great temp- 


tations ; as was Simon, once and again... Blef-. 


ed is the man that feareth “always, Watch and pray 
that ye enter not into temptation. You need to pre- 
pare for evils before they come; for, when 
they come, it will be too late to prepare... In 
plenty, we fhould think of want;. in health, 
prepare for ficknefs ; in a calm, prepare fora 
itorm. But, alas! when men are moft in dan- 
ger, they are moft pref{umptuous : fo Jonah, 
in the danger of the ftorm, is faftafleep; and 
will not be awakened, unlefs he be called up- 
on by name, and: agains etre upon, wie a 
Simon, Simon. 


Uf. Iam next to offer fome remarks upon 
the warning itfelf, Satan hath defired to have you, 
that he may fift you as wheat. On which we offer 
the following remarks. 

Remark 1." There is no temptation of Satan 
but our Lord is privy unto.” And,‘1. In regard 
of. his omnifciency ; for, All things are ‘Haeed and open 
unto him; as amananatomized: fo, all the 
depths of Satan are naked to him. His eye is 


like the eye of a-well-drawn picture, that is in. 


every corner of the room, and looks you 
ftreight, whatever way you view it..: 2. In re- 
gard of his ob/erving office: and he is called 
therefore a Shepherd, a Watchman; the Watchman 
of Iracl, &c. This is ground of comfort to be- 
hevers. 

Our Lord Jefus is very obfervant of the de- 
vil’s defires. He obferves what way the devil 
goes; and he never goes to God, but Chrift ob- 
ferves him. The devil goes to God fometimes 
to accufe the faints; Chrift obferves that: fome- 
times to feek advantage againft them; Chrift 


‘ obferves that; with many other fuch like. de- 
- figns.. 


But why doth Chrift fo ftri@tly obferve 
Satan’s defigns againft the faints? Why, 1. Chrift 
is interefted.in his people. 2. He is our Advo- 
cate with the Father. 3. He is the friend, Sa- 
tan the foe. When the devil gets leave to tempt 
‘them, yet Chrift undertakes to baffle his temp- 
tations. O how great is the love of Chrift to 
his children ! 

Remark 2. “ The devils is an adverfa ary, as his 
“ name Satan doth import.” To whom is 
he an adverfary? Why, he isan adverfary to 
all the creatures of God, and man in particu- 
lar, ane to God’s people in a fpecial way. Why 


fo? 1. Becaufe of the quarrel in paradife; en-_ 
miity placed between them; and a contrariety 


of nature. .2. Becaufe he haber: God, and confe- 
quently the image of God. How long will he 
be ceed see 

? Becaufe God ties him wu 
ae seca O Sirs, be . 
devil fae and en: 


ay more with’ him, as Gal. ii. 11, 12, 13. 


He will remain always one, 
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him with a thus faith the Lord; or,.a thus it is 
written. After the: example. of our Lord, Mat. 
iv. I,—Il. 3 dik 

_ Remark 3.“ The dewil afaules thebef of men.” 
What does the devil herein aim at? He aims at 
two things: 1. His credit: he ftrikes at the 
greateft; and if he be foiled, it is the lefs dif- 
credit: if he can overcome them, it is the great- 
er honour; if ‘not, it is the lefs difhonour. 
2. His advantage. By. pulling down the pillars 
of the houfe, he makes all fall. Thus he pulls 
down Adam ; ;and then all fell... Thus he would 
pull down Chrift,. that he might deftroy all.— 
But what doth,Ged aim atin. allowing. him? 
Why, he likewife aims at two things: 1. His 
own glory ; that he might be glorified. 2. That 


_ the graces of his peoplemay be ftronger. Great 


fhaking winds make the trees take better Toot, 


Hence, want of. temptation isanillfign. _ dia 


Again, The devil is moft defirous to tempt 


the def of God’s:faints.. Why? 1. Becaufe the | : 
. beft faints carry the richef treafures. 2. Becaufe 


the devil knows that, if he can get an eminent. 
faint down, he will ‘be fure to get down ma-, 


is. the greateft di/grace to the feripture: ‘Hence, 
let him that flandeth.take heed left he fall. A child 
of God may be caft down, though | he fhall not 
be caft away... 

It is the devil’s great: and pi defire - 
God, that he may.tempt. There are times when. 
the devil _goes to God, and feeks to have leave 


to tempt; as, I. In time of carnal Jecurity.. 2. In 


time of /piritual pride. 3. After the foul hath 
been /ealed, and: had communion with God. 
4. After Chrift’s approbation of a foul. So Job, 


‘chap. i. 1,8; 9. -ii..3,7. So Peter, Mat. xvi. 17, 23. 


Therefore they need to bealways keepin g their 
armour about them. « 

Remark 4. “ The devil cannot tempt the faints 

‘ without God’s ave and commiffion.” This is 
ee 1. From God’s- abolute power over all the 
world: hence, the devils are.at his beck, Mark 
ix. 25. 2.. From.God’s Sracious prom fe, fetting 


bounds and limits toSatan’s temptations; God 


is faithful, who.will not fuffer you to be tempted above 


that you are able; but will, with the temptation, Ate : 


Jo make a way. to efcape,. 1 Cor. x. 13. 

Remark 5. “ Sifting is all that the devil can do: 
“to the children of God.” _He may trouble 
and tempt, but he cannot overthrow. - The 
devil, indeed, in his temptations, aims at foul, 
and body, and all. But it may, per 
enquired, Why. does the divi Aft and winnow 
them? And v why cane do no more: ? Towhich 
we reply, 1. Becaui fe they are a people in co-- 
venant with God.. 2. They are people whom 
God loves: therefore the devil. hates them. 
They are. fet 1 ‘up for great defigns of God 
word ; This people have. I formed for 
Shew forth my praife. 4. Becauf 
en all bee to ts that hef 


alt eA 


ethaps, be : 
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“ devil’s prayers.”...Ghrift. prays for his peo- 
ple’s good; but the devil for their hurt.. The 
devil feeks that our faith may be deftroyed ; 
Chrift that our faith fail not.. And, though the 
devil’s prayer fhould be heard fometimes, fo 
as he may get leave to tempt and lofs a child 
of God;:yet Chrift’s prayer is heard always. 
And hence, though the devil fhould get the 
better in a cabinet, yet he fhall never win the 
war; the victory fhall be upon Chrift’s: fide: 
for, though Satan may feem to vanquifh the 
faints for a while; yet, as Chrift hath) /porled 
principalities and powers, they fhall, in him, be 
victorious at laft. The devil can never go to 
God, but Chrift prevents him, and goes be- 
fore him: J have prayed for thee. 


“ vocations can hinder Chrift’s prayer for his 
** children.” Peter had formerly temptedChrift; 
and, for the prefent, he is prefumptuous; and, 
for the future, Chrift forefaw how he would 
forfwear: yet all this does not hinder Chritt’s 
prayer for Peter; but made him pity Peter the 
- more, and pray for him the more, inftead of 
_ cafting him off.. O the permanency of the love 
- of Chrift! 
_, Remark 8; “ The children of God. ought to 
* make particular improvment of Chrift’s intercef- 
“ fion’; I have prayed for thee.” It is not enough 
tofay,CGhrift interceeds for his{aints, hisfinning 
faints on earth; but his finful people, whileina 
finning world, with their finful nature.cleaving 
to them,ought to make particular ufe of Chrift’s 
interceflion for themfelves.. Chrift fays, it is 
for thee; and you may fay, therefore, it is for 
me: O! he loved me; he laid down his life for 
me; he died for me; he rofe for me; he afcend- 
ed for me; and be liveth for ever to make interceffi- 
on for ME. 
~ Remark 9. “ The falls of the godly are owing 
* t0 the failures of faith; an evil heart of unbe- 
“lief in departing from the lving God.” By unbe- 
lief, they lofe fight of the.captain of their fal- 
vation; and then they are difcouraged and dif- 
comfited. By faith we fland: becaufe by Chritt 
wedtand. The many falls, at this day, amongft 
the faints, argue the many failures of faith. 
This gives a vaft advantage to the enemy. Sa- 
tan would not get fuch advantage, if we were 
Strong in the faith, giving glory to God. 
Remark 10. “If any be efabh/hed in the faith, 
“ and are kept from éotal falling; it is owing 
“to the author and finifher of faith, Chritt, 
“ who fays, [have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
“fail not.” You would loofe hold of me quite, 
might he fay, if Idid not keep the grip of you. 
A praying Jefus, by his prayer, takes hold of 
God, and takes hold of your faith; and fo you 
you are kept by the power of God, through faith unto 
falvation. Pray, pray, then; but rely upon 
Chrift’s prayers. | 
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Ev eB xXx. 31532. 
And the Lord faid, Simon, Simon; behold, Satan hath 
defired to have you, that he may fift you as wheat: but 


I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not ; and _ 


when thou art converted, ftrengthen thy brethren. 


FTER what I have formerly faid, I pro- 
PAN pofe, at prefent, only to do thefe two 


things. 
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I. To offer fome ,obfervations concerning 
Satan and his temptations. 
II. Some meditations on the whole text. 


I. We are to offer fome ob/ervations concern- 
ing Satan and his temptations. 

Objerv. r. “ The tempter is Satan, which 
“ fignifies an adverfary.” His hand is, like I{h- 
mael’s, againft every man. Othat every man’s 
hand were againft him! His name is full of 
danger and terror: Wewre/le not againft flefh and 
blood, Eph. vi. 12.. Not with Pharaoh, or Sifera, 
orSennacherib; not againft Goliath, or the fons 
of Anak; but againit the devil and bis angels. 
You have a terrible defcription of Goliath, 


- ySam. xvii. 4,—7.;. of his prodigious height, 
. Remark 7. “ Neither former fins nor future pro- . 


with his- helmet of brafs, and coat of meal: 
but yet little David laid him at his length, and 
overcame him. But Satan is a more terrible 
enemy, if you confider thefe following parti- 
culars. 

1. His nature, asa fpirit; and fuch a one az 
can fee and not be feen; do hurt to others, 
and fuffer none himfelf. 

2. His quality; being of wonderful activity 
and nimblenefs; able to mingle with our fan- 
cies, and delude our imaginations, and work 
deceitfully againft the fouls of men. He can 
actuate a body, and make it move and fpeak; 
as in the experiment of the witch of Endor, in 
bringing upSamuel in his mantle. By reafon 
of this {piritual and active quality, a legion of 
devils were in one man. Evil {pirits are able 
to convey themfelves from place to place, as 
nimbly as a thought; and their projects are 
undifcovered, except by the fpiritual watch- 
man. 

3. His power. Devils are called powers, Eph. 
vi. 12.. Not infinite, but limited powers; cal- 
led the prince of the power of the air; whofe pow- 
er is conceived to extend to the fhaking of the 
earth; the fwallowing up of whole cities; the 
difturbing the courfe of the clouds, in caufing 
ftorms of wind, and thunder, and lightning, 
when permitted. We read of the ftrength that 
the pofleffed man had, that no man could tame 
him; and how he broke afunder all his chains and 
fetters, Mark v. 3,4.; and what power there was 
in one angel. The fame reafon is in goodand 
bad angels, for that natural power they have, 
when armed with God’s command and permif- 
fion. . Of Satan’s power you read ‘in the firft | 
chapter of Job. See alfo 2 Kings xix. 35. where 
you will find a hundred and _fourfcore and five thou- 
Jand deftroyed by one angel in the camp of Af- 
fyria. 

te His /ubtilty. His knowledge is much im- 
proven by experience: though hecannot know 
the thoughts of the heart, till they be formed 
into words, or actions; nor foretel things fu- 
ture, except fuch as follow by order of nature, 
and fuch asGod hath revealed to him, by ufing 
his fervice for the punifhment of the difobe- 
dient, whom he gives over to frrong delufions to 
believe lies, 2 Theff. ii. 11. By this fubtilty, 
knowing the feveral tempers, complexions, and 
inclinations of men, and how to fit his temp- 
tations thereto; God, in his righteous judg- 
ment, fuffers him to delude and infatuatemany. 

5. His envy and deadly hatred againft man- 

kind: hence called the accufer of the brethren, Rev. 
xii. 9, 10.; the great dragon, the devil, the de- 
ceiver of the whole world, the roaring hon, 1 Pet. 


* The following obfervations and meditations were, moft of them, delivered upon the Monday. And though fome of the heads 
here feem to coincide with the former, yet the enlargements are diftinc. , 
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vy. 8. Lightening from heaven; J beheld Satan, 


as lightening, fall from heaven, Luke x. 18. Smoke 
from hell reprefents fome of his terrible temp- 
tations; but lightening from heaven is what 
may be more dangerous; or, his appearance.as 
an angel of light. The more glorious, bright, 
and heaven-like he appears in his attack, the 
more his hatred and enmity is exercifed, and 
yet covered. 

6. His numbers: his name is Lecion, for he 
is many; and called principalities and powers, inthe 
plural number. Here are the tempters. 

Obferv. 2. “ Satan is a limited enemy; Behold, 
“ Satan hath defired you.” For all his power and 
wifdom, natural and experimental, his malice 
and multitude; yet, he is 4mted and under:au- 
thority. His power is not abfolute, but limit- 
ed; his actions, not authoritative, but under 
command and control: he is glad to go to God 
by petition. Satan, pray obferve it, can do 
nothing againft men, but by God’s permitlion: 
he mutt firft afk leave. Though he be the prince 
of the air, and the god of this world, Eph. ii. 2. 
2 Cor. iv. 4. yet he is but a tributary prince, a 
a femi-deus, or a demi-god, as the heathens. cal- 
led fome of theirs; not the chief prince, not 
the great God. For as furious and fiery as he 
is, God hath his hook in his nofe, and his bridle 
in bis jaws, as God faid of Sennacherib, 2 Kings 
xix, 28. We have two eminent examples of 
this truth. 

1. In the cafe of Job, till he had his life 
figned from God, he could not touch his body; 
nay, nor his fervants, nor camels, nor afles. 
See how exprefly God inhibits him from touch- 
ing his body; « Behold, all that. he hath is in thy 
power, only upon himfelf put not forth thine band, 
Job i. 12.; and then commits his body to him, 
but referves his life; Behold, he is in thine hand, 
but fave his hfe, Job iu. 6. 

2. In the go/pel; where a legion of devils be- 
come fuiters to Chrift for leave to enter into 
the fwine, Luke viii. 26,—33. Into unclean 
{fwine; a fit habitation for unclean {pirits: yet 
into fuch he dare not enter, but by leave firft 
obtained of Chrift. And are notye betterthan 
many {wine? Ye, to whom Chritt is offered? 
He cannot touch your life; no not your {kin ; 
no not your {wine at your gate; nay, a legion 
of them together dare not venture without 
God’s warrant. : 

The devil may, 1. Prefent the object, as the 
fifher lays in his bait. 2. He may corrupt the 
organ, and fo deceive; as a juggler cafts mitts 
before the eyes of his {pectators. 3. He may 
perfuade, as a cunning fophift, with feigned ar- 
guments. And, 4. He may take advantage of 
predominant humours in the conftitution, as an 
experienced philofopher. Further, he cannot 
go toany thing upon us, or within us, with- 
out God’s permiffion, and without our free 
confent. For, till we open the door, he cannot 
enter. He may knock, and intreat, and per- 
fuade, and promife. The {park is his; but we 
are the tinder, elfe it could not kindle. The 
bait is his, but we muft take it, elfe we cannot 
‘be taken. It is our yielding to his temptati- 
ons, ‘that hides his arrows, and makes them 
dangerous tous: For, if we confent not; and 
caft not ourfelves in the way of temptation ; 


the fin is upon his fcore. It is only a punith- 


ment to be tempted; but it is a fin to yield to 
the temptation. Hence, esis ep eeen 
(1.) This obfervation reproves many that, at- 
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tribute only to the devil many things whereof 
they are not able to give a reafon, «as extraor- 
dinary ftorms in the air, and the like, but pre- 
fently forget God. \ Satan, no doubt, can-do 
great and marvellous things: but fhall we not 
remember that Satan is but a hammer in God’s 
hand? -.Whatfoever the rod be;- it is the hand 
ot God: that ftrikes-you. Satan had inflicted'a 


. heavy evil upon Job, and taken away all that 


he had; yet Job fays, The Lord hath given, the 
Lord hath taken, Job. 21. He dfaith not, The 
Lord giveth, and the devil takethaway. Satan 
is but an inflrument, chained up till God let 
him loofe; a poor,/flavih, tributary, beggarly 
fpirit. He is but ithe bafe executioner of God’s 
jut vengeance: and it is butour guiltinefs and 
faithlefsnefs that arms his malice againft us. 
(2.) This obfervation is full of comfort to poor 
believers in all their temptations, that God hath 
fet his bound to Satan, as well as to’ the fea ; 
and can rebuke him,‘ as he did the winds and 
waves, and they obeyed him. It is comfort 
alfo, that more are with us than againft us; 
for our God is ftronger that the ftrong man 
armed: Refi? the devil, and he will fly from yous 
for, your God will not fuffer you to be tempted above 
your meafure. When we fight, the Lord helps ; 
and, when we conquer, he crowns. te 
(3.) Is it Satan’s defre temptus? Then let our 
defire prevent his defire. He defires to have 
you: but let it be your defire that he may not 
have you at his will. So Chrift taught you; 
Lord, lead us not vnto temptation; but deliver us from 
evil; or,-deliver us. i it. No doubt, your defire 
and petition will be fooner heard than Satan’s; 
fooner accepted than his; becaufe yours tends 
to good,and his to evil. Plt your petition and 
defire in the hand of the great Saviour, who is 
the favourite of heaven, whom the Father hear= 
eth always, and to whom God can denynothing. 
Pray continually, ‘that God may not deliver 
you to the mercy:of Satan, which is cruel: 
his tender mercies are cruelty; and his moft 
glorious appearances are deceit and delufion. 
One would wonder'to hear Satan at his’ pray- 
ers. That legion of devils befought Chritt ; 
and here they defire.« Think ‘not ftrange that 
hypocrites can pray, and Pharifees make long prayers; 
for here is’ Satan praying. Yet Satan had rather 


pray as them; for he prays. thathe may make 


a prey of them: Satan’s aim is their end and 
ruin. i439 

(4.) Is Satan defiring to have you? Alas! Sirs, 
let this put you in mind that Chrif is defiring to 
have you. Satan-is defiring to have you, that 
he may deftroy you; but Chrift is defiring to 
have you, that he may fave you. There are 
two fuitors, then, about you this day, that 
have a great defire after you. O Sirs, tell me, 
which of them fhall have you? Which of them 
will you yield unto? A praying devil, ora pray- 
ing Jefus? The devil is praying toGod that he 
may have you; and praying you to come to 


him, and ferve him, as the god of this world, 


and offering you all worldly advantages. Chrift 
is praying to God, that he may have you; and 
praying you to come to him, and fending us 
to pray you, in his ftead, that you may be recon- 
ciled to God. O! come, come to Jefus; and plead 
upon his prayer and interceffion. Then furely 
your defire, and not Satan’s, fhall prevail; for 
Chrift’s defire is heard of God. O! {hall not 
his defire be heard of you? If you neglect Chrift 


this day, you give way to the devil’s getting — 


_ his 
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his defire about you. Therefore, O! come, 
come; come to Jefus, and you are fafe, though 
Satan fhould exert his utmoft to obtain you. 

Obferv. 3. “ It is the conftant endeavour of 
“ Satan to way lay the children of God, that he 
* may fpoil and rob them of their graces and 
“ comforts.” Here we may, 1. Prove the point. 
a. Speak of his fifting and winnowing work. 
3. Give the reafons thereof. 4. Apply what 
may be faid. : 

[1.] For proof hereof, fee 1 Pet. v. 8. Be /ober, 
be vigilant ; becaufe your adverfary the devil, as a roar- 
ing hon, walketh about feeking whom he may devour. 
The devil is not idle, but walking about; not 
harmlefs, but as a roaring lion; not blind, but 
Jjeeking; not todo good, but to devour. Hence 
Paul gives warning to be armed, and equipped 
with the whole armour of God, Eph. vi. 11,— 
18. Satan is an affiduous enemy, Jobi. 7. ii. 2. 
ftill going to and fro in the earth, and walking up 
and down in it, feeking whom he may devour; 
as the great red dragon ftood before the woman, to 
devour her child as foon as it was born, Rev. xii. 4. 
There is not a child of the church born in Zion, 
but Satan is ready, if he can, to ftrangle it in 
the birth, or fmother it in the cradle,.as the 
Egyptians did the Ifraelites children, and as 
Herod did the innocents in Bethlehem; ‘efpeci- 
ally, if it be a male child,as Rev. xii. 5. of greater 
pitts: or place, or hopes. He goesup and down 
like a pack-horfe in a market; and, if he can 
{py an opportunity, he will be making his af- 
faults. A chearful {pirit, he will tempt to pre- 
fumption ; a fad and dejected {pirit, to defpair; 
young men to luft, and old men to covetouf- 
neéfs.’' He has a bait for every fifth, asa high- 
‘way thief has his falfe faces, all to deceive. 

[2.] I come next’ to {peak of. his fring and 
winnowing work. He feems to ft as wheat. It 
is a phrafe borrowed from hufband-men, that 
fift their corn to feparate the wheat from the 
chaff, or the flour from thebran: and, applied 
to a fpiritual fenfe, God is faid fometimes to 
fift his people; For lo, [ will command, and I will 
 fift the houfe of Ifrael among all nations, like as corn is 

| fifted in a fieve; yet fhall not the leaft grain fall upon 
the earth, AMos ix: 9: And’here Satan would 
be fifting the apoftles; but with a vaft differ- 


ence: “for God’s end is to take away the drofs, ~ 


the hufks, and leave the corn; but Satan’s end 
is t6 take’away'the flour, and leave but the 
‘bran. God would purify his people; but Sa- 
tan would poifon and corrupt them. => 

Now, in fifting there are four things, eleva- 
tion, agitation, feparation, and dejection. So 
theré ‘is a fit refemblance herein to Satan’s 
‘temptations. 
- ‘1. In fifting’there is elevation, or lifting up. 
$o in temptation there is an uplifting by pride 
of graces and excellencies. Paul was in danger 
to be puffed up through abundance of revelations. 
“As the eagle carries up the fhell high to throw 
it down upon fome rock; fo Satan, when he 
_ puffs men up to a conceit of their own good- 
nefs, he intends their ruin; and, by flattering 
them, to tickle them to death... . 

2. In fifting there is agitation, or fhaking the 
corn together. This fhaking of God’s people 


is ufually done by threatenings, ftripes, im-. 


-prifonments, and  perfecutions, to vex, and 
trouble, and difhearten them, as we fee clear 
from Acts xii. 1,—24. So the Holy Ghoft told 


Paul, that in every city bonds and afflictions did abide 


bim, and he mutt abide them, Acts xx. 23. 
er OL. i 
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3. In winnowing there is /eparation, or {catter- 
ing. This way Satan attempts, by dividing, 
to rule; and fo to diflolve the communion of 
faints; to drive them to a cave, as Elijah was 
left alone, and thefe of whom the world was 
not worthy; They wandered about in fheep-fkins, 
and goat-fkins, being deftitute; afflicted, tormented, 
they wandered in defarts, and in mountains, and in dens, 
and in caves of the earth, Heb. xi. 37, 38. 

4. There is dejection, or cafting down upon 
the earth: as he endeavours to puff up fome to 
pride and prefumption, fo to deject others to 
fadnefs and defpair. He labours by any means 
tomake men more remifs in the fervice of God: 
either by the fun or by the wind, to make the 
traveller lay afide his cloak; to enervate our 
faith; to quenchour zeal; to make the anchor 
of our hope to fail; and fome way or other to 
{poil us of our graces or comforts, and to rob 
us of our fecurity, and tob God of his glory. 

[3.] What are the reafons why Satan is allow- 
ed to fiftand winnow? We fhall affign the 
following fix reafons why he does fo. 

1. It muft be, becaufe we mutt be tried... As 
offences muft come, and there muft be herefies; fo, 
there mutt be temptations. A good feaman is 
known ina ftorm; a good foldier in the day of 
battle. The feed that is fown among ftones 
may appear fair to the eye, till the fun rife. 
As fire confumesithe hay, but purges the gold; 
fo, temptation difcerns the good from the bad, 
the found Chriftian from thexhypocrite, the 
firm from the unftable. 

2.'To bumble us, by letting us know our own 
ftrength,; and how: little we can:do when we 
are put to it. -David faid, i bis profperity, I /hall 
never. be moved; but Godibid bis face, and be was 
troubled. As the kind nurfe lets the forward 
child take a fall, to make it look to its feet, and 
prevent'a worfe danger: fo, God takes away 
his hand, and then we fall by fome temptation. 
But ‘he withdraws himfelf to make us hold 
fafter, and ftick the clofer to him. 

3. To mcreafe our faith, and patience, and 
zeal in’ praying; which would all of them 
greatly languifh without exercife; as water 
corrupts with ftanding, and clears with run- 
ning. 

4. Tomake us know the worth and excellency 
of grace, that it is‘ more precious than gold that 
perifbéth, 1 Pet.i.7. And lets us fee how rich 
we are. Thieves break not into barns filled 
with hufks or {nares. It isa good religion 
that men and devils perfecute. 

5, That God may be: glorified in deftroying 
the work of the:devil in the iffue. “A greater 
revenueof glory redounds to the Lord, by van- 
quifhing and difpoffefling the ftrong man, than 
there would have done had he made no af- 
faults upon them. - 


6. That his people may be honoured: for they, 


-by whom temptations are conquered, are fure 


to be crowned. God fuffers his children fome- 


‘times to be tempted, knowing they fhall come 


off with honour, and be crowned overcomers 
of their enemy. ..\ : | 
»[4.) For application of this point, we may ob- 
ferve thefe four things. 3 
1.. Let none. pleafe themfelves with this 
thought, that they were xever tempted or affault- 
ed by Satan. Carnal eafe is no good evidence 


of {piritual fafety. . 


2, Let no poor Chriftian be di/gueted or dif 
couraged, becaufe Satan is bufy about them. He 
fet 
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fet upon Chrift;' and, /hall not the difciple be as 
the Mafter? When the firong man armed keeps the 
houfe, all is quiet. The devil rent the child grievoufly, 
when be was going out. — 

3. Let us be always in readine/s with our ar- 
mouron. Let us be /ober, and watchful, and 
vigilant, that the.enemy oho not fuccefsful- 
ly againit us. 

4. “In fifting and winnowing times, let’ us 


look to Fefus, that our faith fail not, and fo the - 


adverfary overcome us. 

Obferv. 4. “ Satan’ $s temptations are very Jub- 
“tile and delufive.” His fieve may be very 
natrow. His fifting and winnowing time 1s a 
timeof great and ftrong delufion. HereI would 
offer fome remarks pgieree Spann delu- 
fions: 

“Remark 1. * That there are two-extremes to 
“ be much avoided, namely; the calling the 


. © avork of the Spirit of God a delufion, and the cal- 


“ ling the delufions of Satan the work of God's Spirit.” 
To call the work of God’s Spirit a delufion, and to 
do it knowingly, is a doing de/pite to the Spirit 
of God: and, again to call the delufions of Satan 
the work of ids Spirit, is an afcribing too much 
to the:devil ; giving him the place of God. 

‘Remark 2. “That the devil is God’s ape.” 
Chrift was evidently demonftrated to be the 
true Meffiah: yet he faid there fhould be falfe 
Chrifts; Take heed that no man decerve you. For 
many foal come in my name, faying, I am Chrift, and 
Shall deceive many. There fhall arife falfe Chrifts, 
and falfe prophets, and fhall fhew great figns and 
wonders; infomuch that, of it were pofible, they oie 
deceive the very:elect, Mat. Xxiv. 4, 5,24. There 
‘are deep things of God, and alfo the depths of Satan 
that we read of, 1 Cor. ii, 14./Rev. ii 2400. 
Remark 3.. “Thatthe delufions of Satanareas 

“ large as the operations of the Spirit of. God.” 
The devil hath his falfe apoftles, his falfe com- 
forts, his falfe light,. his,falfe affurance. He 
as faid to fill Ananias’s heart; 2. e¢. made: his 
heart audacious ‘and bold, as fome explain it. He 
hath alfo’ his falfe prophefies-and_ foretelling 
events. The devil told Saul what fhould befal 
‘him. He may know fome things to come, by 
-revelation from God, for the punifhment of 
thefe that fhall be feduced. Amongtft the Ana- 
baptifts in Munfter, when a law was made for 
all to bring their goods to the common ftock, 
the maids could tell, as’ Peter,'did ‘of Ananias, 
show much every man had hid at home:of his 
«goods. See Deut. xill. 1,2. If there arife among 
you a prophet, or a dreamer. of dreams, and giveth 
thee afign, or'a- wonder: and the fign or the wonder 
‘come to pa/i, whereof be Spake unto thée, faying, Let 
us go after other gods, which thou haft not known, 
cand let us ferve them: thou fhalt not. hearken upto the 
-qwords of that prophet, &C.00. sre bow os 


Remark 4. “ That Satan accommodates i AS temp- % 


tations to the’ times.” . The time of the Re- 
formation was a time ye ech delufi sane Sa- 
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tan prevailing. The Reformers were reviled, 


as men concerned about the letter, not the fpi- ' 
rit of the gofpel, by thefe that pievetied: to 


extraordinary revelations. | 
‘Hence, they had bitter confliéts, not only 
with Papifts, but with men that pretended to 
be more enlightened than,the Reformers were, 
and to have highteachings of the Spirit of God, 
even above the fcriptures. Thefe that did ad- 


here to the fcripture, and would try the fpirits | 


and revelations by it, were called, Liter ifias eb 
Vocahfias, “ Literifts and Vocalifts :” ;?. men ac- 
quainted only with the words and vowels of 
the fcripture, having nothing of the Spirit of 
God. Luther was inveyed againft as having 
publifhed nothing but carnale evangelicum, a car- 
nal gofpel. Where-ever Reformation-light broke 
out, there thefe tares came up,. whereby great 
divifions were raifed, and the Reformation was 
made abominable and odious to the, world. 
Such feem to be the attempts of Satan at this 
day, when the ftandard of a teftimony is lifted 
up for a covenanted Reformation *. The power 
and policy of hell is at work to brin; gany fuch 
endeavour after Reformation under contempt; 
which, weare forewarned, Satan may get leave 
to do, by /rong delufions and lying wonders, as in 


the forecited, Deut. xiii. 1, 2, 3. Where a falfe 


prophet is faid to give a fi ign Or a wonder, and 


the fign or wonder is tuppoted to come to. Prff 


But obferve there, | ry 
I. mhe devil's. Se: vers: Bir namely, to i 


PLEA! — 


zeos 


is oh vows, aide inquiry, and. inquire. ate 
fome new god, new worfhip, new government 
of the church... Why, here-is a new prophet 
rifen, giving figns. and wonders that come to 
pafs, | Here is Satan’s defign.\ But, acest ae 
_ 2a, Obferve why God permits this. Why, a as 


ic may be for hardening a backfliding generation 


in his righteous judgment ; fo for éryimg of his 
-people, ver. 3) :4. The! Lord your God proveth you, 


to. know whether you love the Lord your God with all — 


your heart, and with all your foul; whether you 
will, cleave to him and his truth, even, when 
truth. is perfecuted,. reproached, ‘and: ‘bro 

into difcredit by Satan’s delufions..O. then, $ irs. 
-with,what holinefs,-humility, and circ 

tion ought the childrenof God tc 
times:of. temptation.and delufion, that they. 
not foon Shaken 1 in mind, by fpirit, or by wor 
letter, cry as. ds-you-have. the expreffion! . 
divas ‘Weare ‘told; F rhatit in the latter 
depart from the faith, giving hited #0 i 
‘1. Tim. iv. . Renaiiata | devon a 

vy Remark s. © That the or 


fabfegnens fermons, #5 may no 
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“ lufion are violence and confidence.” —Violent mo- 
tions are ordinarily from an evil frit, hurrying 
the foul beyond all due bounds and limits, ef- 
fecting very fudden alterations and ftron g paf- 
fions ; whereas, the Spirit of God is more /edate 
and compofed. It.is true, the power and effica- 
cy of the Spirit of God is demonftrated by the 
appearing of fiery cloven tongues, and by a mighty 
rufhing wind; but, at another time, appearing 
in the form of a dove; demonftrating, that it 
is fuch a fire and power, as is confiftent with 
the other graces of meeknefs and humility, 
and with holy fear and trembling. — Confidence 
is alfo an ordinary effect of delufion; felf-con- 
fidence, oftentation, The Holy Ghoft defcend- 
ed in the fhape of a dove, to thew how meek 
and humble the operations of the Spirit are in 
_ thefe whom he dwells. The deluded are ufu- 
ally confident, becaufe the delufions are ftrong ; 
becaufe they come by way of judgment, for 
abufing former light, and not receiving the truth 
in. the ive of it. Thefe four hundred falfe 
rophets, in Ahab’s time, are thought, by the 
earned, to be true prophets at firft, and fuch 
as were of the company and college of the o- 
ther prophets; but, abufing that gift to the 
pleafing of men, to the feeking of themfelves, 
and fiding and complying with the times, they 
were juitly delivered up of God to fuch a falfe 
way: and they were hardened like Pharaoh; 
hardened of .God in their deceitful way, as 
you fee in Zedekiah’s impudence, 1 Kings 
xxil. 24. when he {truck Micajah on the cheek, 
faying, Which way went the Spirit of the Lord from 
me; to peak unto thee? Spiritual judgmens make 
men {ecure, and full of felf-flattery, and con- 
firm them more to-believe a lye. 
. Remark 5. “That as the fpirits are to be tri- 
“ed by the feripture; fo there are figns and marks 
whereby delufions of Satan may be known; 
and diftinguifhed from the faving operati- 
ons of the Spirit.” 
Quest. When are impreffions and impulfes evident- 
ly delufive? ; 
_ Answ. Befide what is faid already, we offer 
you the following fix particulars, for a foluti- 
on of this important matter. 

_t. When the impreffion carries a man. out 
of his /phere, and turns private per/ons to be pub- 
hc preachers, without being called of God,, as was 
Aaron, Heb. v.'4. ina regular way to the: fa- 
cred office: and when one is perfuaded to that 
which is good, but without a commiffion or 
warrant. Uzziah’s holding up the ark was 
good; but he had no commiffion ; and there- 
fore was {lain. 3 

2. When public devotionis brought in and prac- 
tifed, to the prejudice of our particular callings. 
God calls men to be diligent in bufine/s, as well as 
fervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord, Rom. xii. 11. 
_ But when one duty excludes another, from 

time to time, it is delufive work. oe 
_ 3: When people are perfuaded to duty un/ea- 
Sonably and unmeafurably. The righteous: bringeth 
Jorth bis fruit in-his feafon, Pfal. i. 3.. God bath 
made every thing beautiful in his feafon. ‘The God 
of order, by his Spirit, puts not a man upon ir- 
regular duties.—The duty is not from the Spi- 
rit of God that is unmeafurable, no more than 
that which. is quite unfeafonable. As duty 
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* In the above mentioned extraordinary commotion, 
“all the particulars now mentioned were ingredients in it. 
‘crouds of people ; multitudes left off bufi 
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mifplaced differs little from fin, if it be not 
juft turned into fin; fo a man is perfuaded to 
duty unmeafurably when he is tempted to fuch 
a multitude of duties. as to weary out his {pi- 
rits, and exhauft them to the ruin even of the 
body. But he that came to Jave fouls, came not 
to deffroy bodies. 

4. When any truth is advanced, in order to 
make way for error, or one truth to the preju- 
dice of another. Devils may confefs Chrift 
and his truths, to ferve a turn, Mark. i. 24. 
Acts xvi. 17. It may be to divide Chrift in his 
offices, and to difparage fome other truths. 
He may allow falfe prophets to teach fame things 
Chrift has commanded, providing men be not 
taught to objerve all things whatfoeyer be has com- 
manded, as in Matth. xxviii. 20. The devil may 
poilibly extol Chrift, as a Prophet, in his doc- 
trine; that he may dethrone him, as a King, 
in his government: for, he cannot endure that 
Chrift fhould reign. He may fuffer the flow- 
ers of gofpel doctrine to be fpread, upon con- 
dition he can get the hedge of difcipline and 
government, that fhould be about God's gar- 
den of flowers, overthrown; with a defign, 
that the flowers themfelves may be trampled 
on and ruined in the iffue. 

5. That which hath no will and incknation to 
be tried is delufive. Truth feeks the light; and 
is willing to be fearched: Every one that doth e- 
vil, hateth the light ; neither cometh to the light, left 
his deeds fhould be reproved: but he that doth the 
truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made 
manifef, that they are wrought in God, John iii. 
2057 2%N 

6. That which hath a’ native tendency to 
promote fin and fecurity is delufion. If it tend to 
encourage fin and corruption, whether perfo- 
nalor public corruption; and tend to difcou- 
rage reformation, perfonal or public reforma- 
tion, then it is evidently delufion: for, unho- 
linefs cannot be from the Holy’Spirit.’ Thus, 
thefe that endeavoured to difcourage Nehemi- 
ah in building the wall of Jerufalem, fhewed 
thereby what a delufive fpirit they were of ; 
My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat, ac- 
cording to thefe their works, and on the prophete/s 
Noadiah, and the reft of the prophets that would have 
put me in fear, Neh. vi. 14. That cannot be of 
God which oppofes the work of Ged, and of 
reformation.—Again, if it tend to lead to /ecu- 
rity, it is a delufion ; Becaufe thou JSayeft, Lam rich, 
and mcreafed with goods, and have need of nothing ; 
and knoweft not that thou are wretched, and mifera- 
ble, and poor, and blind, and naked, Rev. iii. £3: 
Now, they think they are rich, they want no- 
thing; but the Spirit of God thinks otherwife, 
and tells them they want all things. * 

Remark 7.“ That God may juftly let lofe a fpi- 
rit of error and delufion.” This he may do, 
1. To puni/h the fin of a vifible church in not 
receiving the truth; 2 Theff ii. 11. And for this 
caufe, (namely, Becaufe they received not the love 
of the truth, ver. 30.) God fhall fend them firong 
delufion, that they fhould believe a lye. Pfal. \xxxi. 
11, t2. My people would not hearken to my voice, and 
Yrael would none of me: foT gave them up unto their 
own hearts luft ; and they walked in their own coun/els. 
I fhall not fay how far God may punifh a 
church that are corrupt, and will have none 
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which took place at Cambuflang, and fome other places in the weft of Scotland, 


Many private perfons became public exhorters, praying publicly in the midft of vaft 
nefs gave; themfelves wholly to thefe matters night and day 


; and could not endure to be tried. 
Sy ee of 


ang et 
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of God's counfel, by leaving them to their own 
counfels; and, when they reject a teftimony. 
for God, by allowin g them to receivea lying 
teftimony, and ¢o believe a lie. 
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. To glorify .himfelf, and wipe off the Ke! 


rats of his, people, by difcovering. them; 
for, There muf? be herefies, that they which are ap- 
proved may be made manifeft, 1 Cor. xi. 19.; that 
they may appear to be-men of confcience. 

3. That the ¢ruth may be cleared by oppofition = 
truth ftill gained, never loft ground by. oppo- 
fition. The oppofition that the Sadducees made 
to the doctrine of the refurrection, made Chrift 
clear it from fome Old-Teftament {fcriptures, 
wherein we would never otberwile have known 
to have fought it. 

4. To purge out practical errors in his own peo- 
ple. When we have low thoughts of the Jcrip- 


ture, then he lets loofe Dei?s, that we may con-: 


ceive the higher value for the word. When 
low thoughts of the Son of God, then he lets 
loofe Arians to deny his divinity, that we 
may begin to conceive more highly of Chritft. 
When we have low thoughts and wrong con- 
ceptions of the Spirit, in his operations, then 
he lets loofe a delufive fpirit, that we may prize 
and value the gracious and faving operations 
of the Spirit the more. 

Remark 8. “ That /pecial direction is neceflary 
“ in atime of error and delufion, and ina 
“ fifting and winnowing time.” For clearing 
this, I here offer. thefe four things. 

1. Take not truth upon ¢rf or report, but 
drink it from the fountain of holy writ; o- 
therwife we will err, not knowing the /criptures. 

2. Labour to find the truth, in the good there- 
of, from your experience; Lewill never forget 
thy precepts; for with them thou ha ie gquickened me, 
Pfal. exix. 93. You may as well fhape a coat 
for the moon, as fix men in divine truth, that 
know nothing of the fweetnefs and favoury re- 
lifh of divine truth. This and that, and the 
other:perfuafion, is all alike to them. 

3. Fortify yourfelves againft a time of trial; 
Thefe things have I fpoken unto you, that you fboould 
not be offended: they fhall put you out of the fynagogues; 

yea, the tune cometh, that whofoever killeth you will 
think that he doth God Jervice, John xvi. 1, 2. 

! _ 4. Take heed of that Light which cometh in 
an our of temptation; for, though it may be 
right, | yet it needs to be well tried; becaufe, at 
fuch a time, Satan is bufy to come in with 

wild fire, that mifleads the traveller. Hence 

{pecial keeping is neceflary in the hour of temp- 

ah tation, Rev. iii, 10.; for then we are apt to fa- 


vour -that light that leads to fhun the erols; and 


to fide with the times. 

When Satan’s.fieve is very Snail “people need 
a very firong faith, If there bea picture of conver- 
Jfion drawn by the devil, as an angel of light, how 
hard may it be to perceive the depths of Satan? 
Think not ftrange, though Satan fhould coun- 
feit converfion: for, I know none of the 
races of God’ s Spirit but he may pretend to 
iat. we are ene he. 
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foul, or elfe to fill it with falfe peace and com- 
fort. But, it may be fll enquired, What if 
the foul that has been feemingly or really convidt- 
ed of fin be afterward :comforted by the word; 
how may that be known to be of Gop, or to 
be of the devil? ‘To which we reply, We are 
fure that Satan may give fal/é comfort and joy by 


words of {cripture. ‘The ftony-ground hearers 


received the word with joy, Matth. xiil. 20. But 
confult the place, in order to find the difference 
between that. joy and the joy of the true be- 
liever, that be gets by the word. 

1. The feed is faid to be received in a ss 
place. The heart of ftone was never esa a 
heare Ss flefh. : : 


heat; the make of ie ae light o of a wilow: EP sg 
ledge of the glory of God, in the mind and Ee 
neared ate rene life and et to Sih e 


3. It is faid, They. have ‘no root in tbcofcbie - aaa 
inward root. True joy is rooted in the inward . 
knowledge of Chrift, and Chrift revealed in 
the foul. It is rooted in the faith of the Son 
of God, in whom believing we rejoice. It if root- 
ed in Chrift the true vine, and built u upon He 
fure foundation. . ‘ 

4. It is faid to’ endure but for a be ; like 
John’s hearers, that rejoiced in bis light for a fea~ 
jon; for, when tribulation and perfecution aries, be- 
caufe of the word, by and by they are offended: they 

turn enemies and oppofites to the perfecuted 
caufe of Chrift, and have no mind to fuffer for 
any fuch thing. : 

Thefe four things difcover their joy to’ be 
falfe and delufive. Though it come by’ me | 
word, yet, when it hath thefe four de: 
that here the Spirit of God {peaks of; then i 
fays, that the word that gives them joy comes 
not right, but by. fome es fpirit. ka 


” 


Il. We propofed next to offer fome pa 
ons upon the whole text. 
Medit. 1. “ Our Lord Jefus Chrift would not 
“have his children di/couraged, though they 
“ have a. powerful and political enemy t | j 
* pote them.” ; 
ing is the time of Chrift’s praying. 
defcribed, 1 PetitseneBisige Bid a 
1. A lon, the ftrongeft of all ‘the beats: a, ee 
“ 


¥ 
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For the time of Satan’s tem 
Satan, as 


‘y= 4 re 9 


moft powerfulenemy. = 
2. A roaring lion. There are ifeveral Rak 

ings of the lion of hell: as, when he perfuades _ 
you that you have finned againft the H 
Ghoft; that you are a reprobate; ; 
of grace is over; that there’ 
you: when he oaing you, 
srostbpeleis elf; to kill 5 
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4. Acruel enemy; Seeking whom he may devour : 
a devourer; yea, a murderer from the beginning. 
Watch moft earneftly, after the greateft duty, 
and the greateft fervency: for there may be 
fudden cools after the greateft heats. When 
the apottles told Chrift that the devils were /ub- 
ject to them, then he took them afide to pray. . If 
you obtaim mercy, pray; and watch unto prayer. 
Medit. 2. ** Satan is a great adverfary to all 
“true believers.” He makes it his work to 
divide between the foul and God; becaufe he 
knows the great love that is between God and 
believers, and that they have no fuch friend as 
God: therefore he would have them divided. 
He accufes God to them, and endeavours to fill 
them with hard and harfh thoughts of God. 
He accufes them to God; and therefore he is 
called the accufer of the brethren. He leaves no 
ftone unturned to draw them from God. Hence 
no wonder the men of this world, who are in- 
fluenced by the God of this world, fet them- 
’ felves with fuch hatred to oppofe the children 
of God, and the caufe of God, and the king- 
dom of Chrift, and any teftimony for it. That 
is from the enmity between the ferpent and 
the woman’s feed. 
Medit. 3. “ Satan cannot fo much as lift up 
_* a finger againft a child of God, until he have 
“* leave afked and given.” 
his chain: not only in the chain of his juttice, 
but in the chain of his providence; that he 
cannot go one whit further than he gets leave. 
This isa part of his torment that he cannot 
do what he would: WHence the devil cried out, 
What have we to. do-with thee? art thou come to tor= 
ment us before the time? Lake viii. 28. Intimat- 
ing, it was a torment to them that they could 
keep pofleffion of thefe fouls nolonger. This 
may be quieting to tempted ones, and fuch as 
are under Satan’s. buffettings, that he can do 
no more than God lets him. He cannot put 
one vexatious thought into. the foul, further 
than he gets leave; nor one blafphemous 
thought. God hath him in his chain; and, 
when he will, he will rebuke him; and, when 
he rebukes him, he muft come off. Let this 
fupport you that commit yourfelves to Jefus. 
Chrift hath a threefold title to dominion o- 
ver devils. 1. Heis their Maker. It is true, as 
devils, they made themfelves: but, as crea- 
tures, he made them. 2. Their conqueror: He 
Spoiled principalities and powers: he made a fhew of 
them openly; not only on the crofs, but in his 
‘triumphant afcenfion. 3. Their Fudge, John 
xii. 31. “They are his prifoners in chains: yet 
not clofe prifoners, but like malefactors in 
chains, that go abroad, re/erved to the judgment 
of the great day. | 
Learn, hence, to whom you owe your /a/ety, 
that you are not deftroyed; and to whom to 
fly for the time to come. To whom fhould 
you commend your foul, body, family, morn- 
ing and evening? Chrift'rules in the midft of 
his enemies, the devil, and his inftruments 
that have the venom of the devil in their heart, 
and are of their father the devil. The church 
and. people of God, and the caufe of Chrift, 
fhall be maintained and preferved though e- 
very malignant oppofer were a devil. Fear 
not the deyil; otherwife, you fhew yourfelf 
weak in faith; you difhonour Chrift; you wor- 
fhip the devil. Refift the devil confidently: 
for, in Chrift, you have overcome him ‘alrea- 
dy. Chriit’s victory was not for his own fake, 
You. I 
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but for ours. If you are believers’ you are de- 
livered already from his ruling power, though 
not from his tempting power. ; 

Medit, 4. “ Satan loves to he vexing thefe 
whom he cannot ruin.” He defires to /jt 
and /hake them, though he knows he cannot 
prevail: Wo to the inhabitants of the earth and of the 
Jea: for the devil is come down unto you having great 
wrath, becaufe he knoweth he hath but a fbort time, 
Rev. xii. 12. It isa great affliction to be under 
Satan’s temptations: they are like thorns in 
the flefh very grievous. ‘Therefore when we 
are freed by the Son of God, we ought to be 
thankful, faying, Return unto thy reft, O my foul; for 
the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee, Pfal. cxvii. 7. 

Medit. 5. “ God does fometimes hear Satan’s 
“ defire, and he may get part of it: Simon, Si- 
“ mon; Satan hath defired to have you, that be may 
 fift you; but [have prayed for thee.” Satan hath 
prayed ; and it is not faid I will free you from 
his fifting temptations; but, 7 have prayed for 
thee. Thus God gave Satan leave to tempt Job. 

vest. But how does God give leave to Satan to 
tempt his children, fince he is a Father to them? 

Answ. God does it in a holy way. It is no 
fin to be tempted, though it is a fin to yield, 
The evil of a temptation is from the devil and 
ourfeives; the good of it is from God: for 
God doth it wifely; he knows how to deliver 
us out of the temptation, and how to bring 
good out of it. 

Again, God does hereby commend him/e/f to 
us inallhis attributes; as 1.In his ove. Though 
he fuffers the evil one to tempt and fift you; he 
fhall never be able to deftroy you. 2. He com- 
mends to us his truth and faithfulne/s. God had 
promifed, that the /eed of the woman fhould bruife 
the head of the ferpent: and what he made good to 
Chrift, he makes good to them ; God is faithful, 
who will not fuffer you to be tempted above that you 
are able; but will with the temptation alfo make a 
way toefcape, &c. 1 Cor. x. 13. 3. Hecommends 
his wi/dom to us herein; that, notwithftanding 
all Satan’s temptations and devices, yet he 
counterplots the enemy, and comforts his people 
in their tribulation, 2 Cor. i. 4, In this very way 
that God fuffers Satan to bruife our heel, he 
will break his head. ; 

Again, God fuffers it for the believers own 
good; that, by fnaking temptations, they may 
be the more firmely rooted, Their faith ig 
hereby tried. 

Hence, do not fuddenly entertain fufpicious 
thoughts of God, becaufe he fuffers you to be 
tempted: nay, he injoins you to count i all joy, 
when you fall into divers temptations, James i. 2. 

Medit. 6. “ There is no temptation befals 
“ the Lord’s people, that Chrift does not fore/ee, 
“ before it come upon us.” He knows what 
is in our heart, and what is in the devil’s heart, 
before itis in act. Facob called unto his fons, and 
Jaid, Gather yourfelves together, that I may tell you 
that which fhall befal you in the laft days, Gen. xlix. 1, 
If Jacob could, by the Spirit of God, tell his 
aia what fhould befal them for many ages 
to come; then much more can Chrift tell Pe- 
ter before-hand what death he fhould die, and 
here alfo what temptation he fhould come un- 
der, and how far the tempter thould prevail, 
O! he knows all your temptations, before they 
come. Nothing can befal you unawares. But 
Jefus Chrift, the Captain of falvation, forefees 
even all the wiles of the devil, and will pre- 


ferve you to his heavenly kingdom, 
. | Medit, 
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Medit. 7. (From Satan’s defire and getting 
leave to tempt,) “ It is not always a fign or 
“ token of the love of God to us, to beftow up- 
“ on us the things that we defire.” Satan here 
defires ; and God gave him, fo far, his defire. 
God may give us our defire, and give it in an- 
ger; Pfal. Ixxviil. 29, 30, 31. He gave them their 
own defire. 
mouths, the wrath of God came upon them, &c. Pfa. 
cvi. 15. He gave them their requeft; but fent leanne/s 
into their foul. Pfa. \xxxi. 12. [gave them up unto 
their own hearts luff. We find God gave Ifrael 
their with, Num. xiv. 2. They faid, Would God 


that we had died in the land of Egypt ; or, would God 4 


ave had died in the wilderne/s: and ver. 28., God, 
in his judgment, takes them at his word: Their 
carcafes fell there. 

Hence God, in love to us, many times with- 
holds from us what we would have, and what 
our defire goes out after, and gives us. that 
which is better. God knows, that through 
the weaknefs of our faith, and the remainder 
of our corruption, we are fet upon thefe things 
that would do us no good. 

Medit. 8. “ Though Satan may, for a time, 
“ fhake us in the fieve of temptation; yet it 
“ fhall not be long: it will be but like the fift- 
“ing of wheat; a few fhakes, and fo fet down 
“ again.” Though temptations be grievous, 
yet they fhall be but for a time; and then 
God will rebuke the enemy: for God’s anger 
is but fora moment. fear none of thefe things, 
which thou fhalt fuffer : behold the devil fhall caft Jome 
of you into prifon, that ye may be tried, and ye {hall have 
tribulation ten days, Rev. ii. 10.. We have it li- 
mited fome times to two days, Hof. vi. 2. After 
two days will he revive us, &c.; yea, fome times 
limited to an Aour, Rev. iil. 10. Becaufe thou haft 
kept the word of my patience, I alfo will keep thee 
from the hour of temptation: yea, {ometimes limit- 
ed to a little moment,, Ua. lvi. 7, 8. For a fmall mo- 
ment have I forefaken thee, but with great mercies 
will I gather thee. Ina httle wrath I hid my face 
from thee for a moment, &c. So that, though Sa- 
tan may have leave for a time, to fift and win- 
now you, it fhall be but fora fhort time: and 
that upon the accounts following. 

1. Becaufe of God’s Jove to his children ; Like 
as a father pitieth his children, fo the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him, Pfal. ciii. 13. 

2. Becaufe, while they are afflicted, he is af- 
ficéted wm all their afflictions; Jn all their’ affkctions 
he was afflicted, and the angel of his prefence Javed 
them, Ma. \xiil..9. 

3. God knows how frail we are, and How 
«weak to bear the affaults of the enemy; and 
therefore will not fuffer us to be tempted above 
what we are able to bear: He knoweth our frame, 
he remembereth that we are duft, Pfa. cili. 14. And 
he will not contend for ever, neither be always wroth, 
left the Spirit fhould fail before him, and the. fouls 
«hich be hath made, Ua. lvii.14. He knows 
that, if the rod of affliction and temptation 
fhould remain long upon our back, we would 
put forth our hands to wickedne/s, Pla. cxxv. 3.. God 
knows, if the temptation {hould be long, we 
would be weary and faint; Pfal. cxix. 82. Mine 
eyes fail for thy word, Jaying, When wilt thou com- 
fort me? Pfal. cii. 2. Hide not thy face from me m 
- the day when I am in trouble; incline thine ear unto 
me: inthe day when I call, anfwer me fpeedily. . This 
is encouragement, that though trials be hea- 
vy, they fhall not be long, at leaft in their ex- 
tremity. | 


But, while their meat was yet in their | 
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4. There is a need be for thefe temptations for 
a feafon, 1 Pet. i. 6, that his people may be ftir- 
red up to more earneftnefs in feeking to God. 
So it is faid of Chrift himfelf, when he was in 
an agony, he prayed more earnefily, Luke xxii. 44. 
So does the Pfalmift, Pfal. lxxxviii. 1, 2. O Lord 
God of my falvation, I have cried day and night before 
thee: let my prayer come before thee: incline thine ear 
unto my cry. And when God’s children come 
and cry to him, he cannot but relieve them: 
as a tender parent, when he hears his child 
cry, he cannot but look to it, and fee what it 
wants. Thus God, when the children of Ifrael 
cry to him; J have furely feen the affliction of my 
people, which are in, Egypt, and have heard thew cry, 
by reafon of their tafk-mafters : for I know their forrows. 
And I am come down to deliver them, &c. Exod. iil. 
7,8. They have the advantage of interceflions 
going up to God for them. 

(1.) From their fellow brethren, pleading with 
God in a trying time; they cannot let God a- 
lone, and fo mutt be heard, Pfal. cil. 13, — 22. 

(2.) From Chri, the great Interceflor with 
God for the tempted ones. He is always at 
God’s right-hand, pleading for them, and the 
Father cannot deny him; but will hear fpeedily. 

Hence, every one of us fhould look after our 
unteref in Chrift, that we may be among his 
Simons, whom he will undertake for to God 
againft Satan; otherwife, how {hall we fland? 
Ifthe Simons, that belong to Chrift, may come 
into Satan’s fieve, what fhall become of others? 
If the righteous fcarcely be faved, where fhall the fin- 
ner and ungodly appear ? 

Hence, fee the duty of believing, ye that are 
fometimes affaulted by Satan. 

O Sirs, do not caft away your confidence. 
Be not caft down, as if you were now caft out 
of God’s favour. Though the temptation be 
{mart, it fhall not be long: The vifion is for an 
appointed time; and it will fpeak: therefore wait 
with patience. When the trial is moft griev- 
ous, the deliverance is neareft, O! how fhort 
are your temptations, in regard of what Satan 
would have, and would be at! Alfo, in refpect 
of eternity, Our light affiiction, which 1s but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

Medit, 9. “ However great and grievous Sa- 
“tan’s temptations may be, and however 
“ fierce his fiery darts, Chrift. hath placed a 
“ But again{t them, that they fhall not prevail 
“ altogether. The gates of hell hall not prevail 
againft Zion: God fhall help, and that right early, 
particularly, ; a 

- 1. When matters come to an extremity, and 
their ftrength be almoft quite gone; For the 
Lord fhall judge bis people, and repent him/elf for his 
Jervants, when. he feeth that their power 1s gone, and 


atin’ aah 


that there is none fbut up or left, Deut. xxxil. 36. 


2. When men and means fail, and the help of ~ 


thefe is vain; Give us help from trouble, for vain 
is the belp of men, Pla. cxvi. 12. See Matth. xvii. 
16,17. He remembers us when we are brought 
low ; I was brought low, and he helped me, Pfal. 
cxvi. 6.» £ Speers Pit on 

3. When the power of Satan and his inftru- 
ments has fo far prevailed, that now they 
think they are fure to overcome ; then will the 
Lord come with deliverance. When Pharaoh 
and his hoft have Ifrael hemmed in between 
them and the Red-fea, then God fhews his fal- 


° 


Hence, 


vation neareft, when the enemy’s hope is high- 
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‘Hence fee,-this. fhould, encourage.the faith 
of God's children under any affliction or temp- 
tation. Though they figh and.groan at pre- 
fent, yet they are to hve by faith on Chrift: for, 
when we are loweft, and our ftrength gone, 
and means fail, and enemies infult, then is 
God’s time to help, and Chrift’s time to fet up 
his dut in the way: But J have prayed for thee. 

Medit. 10. “ Our ftrength and comfort, in an 
~“ hour of temptation, lies not in any grace al- 
* ready received, or in what is with us; but 
‘in what Chrift hath prayed for, and is with 
“him.” Your relief lies in what I have pray- 
ed for; and, have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
- fail not.. The centurion faid, Mat. viii. 8. Lord, 
Lam not worthy that thou /houldf come under my roof; 
but peak the word only, and my Jervant /hall be heal- 
ed: fo, when we fee the greatnefs of our own 
prevailing corruptions, and the fmallnefs of 
our faith, yet we may take encouragement in 
this, that Chrift hath prayed for us ; That, may 
the believer fay, he hath prayed for me, and 
{poke a word for me: and,if he but {peak the 
word, I fhall be healed. So, when the pro- 
phet’s fervant faw a great hoft, the prophet 
forbids him to fear; for, there be more with us 
than agamf us, 2 Kings vi. 16. Rom. viii. 34. If 
God be for us, who can beagainft us? So, when 
Mofes was praying for the people of Ifrael, 
when fighting againft Amalek, Exod. xvi. 11,12. 
and when Aaron and Hur held up_his hand, 
and he prayed, then Ifrael prevailed. Mofes, 
you know, was the typical mediator; and there 
was that force and virtue in his prayer, that, 
‘while he was praying, the Ifraelites prevailed: 
and, O how much power and efficacy is there 
in the prayer. and interceffion of Jefus Chrift! 
One word of Chrift can rebuke the devil, and 
command him.to be gone, as Mark xix. 25, 
Thou dumb and deaf fpirit, I charge thee to come out 
of dim. 

Hence fee the reafon we get not more power 
over Satan, and our prevailing corruptions 
within us, or the devil’s temptations without 
us; even becaufe we look toomuch to our own 
ftrength, and look too little to the ftrength of 
Chrift’s prayer, and to the grace of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift. We, fome times, are ready to 
neglect duties and ordinances, and at other 
times, rely too muchon duties and ordinances, 
and do not live by faith upon Chrift, Jefus, in 
the ufe of means. | 
- Medit. 11. “ Satan cannot be more ready with 
“his defires and defigus againtt us, than Jefus 
“ Chriftis ready in his Jove and mercy ; and well 
“ prepared to undertake for ws.” Satan hath 
defired you, that he may fift you:. but inftantly 
Chrift fteps in to pray for us, And there is 
more power and virtue in Chrift’s prayer to 
help us, than there can be in Satan’s malice to 


power of the envious one, but will flep in for 
their help. SE ey ee ae 

Hence, our /rength lies in Chrift his praying 
and appearing for.us. So, when Jofhuacame 
to fland before God, Satan was at his right-hand: 
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but then the Lord Jefus prays for him, and 
rebukes the devil, Zech. ii. 1, 2. Rom. viii. 2, 
4. ft is Chrift that died: yea rather, that is rifen a- 
gain, and maketh intercefion for us. There is not 
one day’s temptation, but we fhould be over- 
come by it, were it not that Chritt upholds, as 
it is faid, Micah v. 5. This man./ball be the peace. 
Habitual ftrength will not do againft the grand 
enemy, He was too {trong for Adam, in in- 
nocency;, and he has manifold advantages 
more againft us: For, 

1. Our graces are very weak. Adam, in in- 
nocency, when entering the lifts with Satan, 
he had a power to have ftood; and yet he was 
overcome. 

2. We have a great deal of fle/b and corrupti- 
on; which Adam, in thar ftate, had not. But 
the prince of this world hath enough in us to 
fide with him. Therefore, we may eafily be 
conguered. 

3. Satan can now come within us. He hath 
this advantage, which he had not of Adam in 
innocence: therefore, he can foon overcome us, 
if left to ourfelves. 

4. The very corruption, that remains within 
us, would be too bard for our graces; and much 
more, when Satan joins with thefe corruptions 
to attack us. Satan is very ftrong, called, The 
firong man: and how {hall we, who are fuch 
impotent creatures, deal with fuch a ftrong 
man! He is called the god of this world; how 
fhall we ftand before fuch a god, if we had 
not the true God upon our fide, IMMANUEL? 
God with us. As Satan’s name, fo his nature, 
fhews him to be ftrong; he is an angel by na- 
ture, How fhall we ftand out againit an angel 
of darkne/s, or againft an angel of light? For he is 
both the one really, and the other feemingly. 

Why then, fee the need of betaking ourfelves 
to Chrift. We may be confident inhim, though 
a legion of devils were again{ft us. He can 
difcomfit them with a word, either by his own 
immediate word, or even by his minifterial 
word, in the power and ftrength of Jefus; for 
the defign of the miniftry of this gofpel, is to 
open mens eyes, and to bring them from darkne/s unto 
hight, and from the power of Satan unto God, Aéts 
xxvi. 18. There is not one converted, but hath 
many devils caft out of him. So that herein 
les all our ftrength even in flying to Jefus, as 
Hezekiah did, Ha, xxxviil. 14. lam oppreffed, un- 
dertake for me. Goand plead with God in Chrift’s 
name, to undertake for you... Alas! Sirs, why 
do we prevail fo little over our corruptions and 
temptations, but becaufe we go not out of our- 
felves more into Jefus to undertake for us? If 
you would live by faith on Chrift, you fhould 
not be fo inflaved to your lufts. .Give up your- 
felves wholly, to him, and put yourfelves un- 
der his_thelter. | *% eC 

_O Sirs, be perfuaded to fet the power of Chrift 
againft the power of Satan. I will tell you. the 
nature of the devil’s power. _ 

1. All his power is but a derzved power. It 
is but derived from Chrift, who.can foon cut 
him-fhort... See Ifa. liv. 16. Behold I have creat- 
ed the wafter to deftroy. Job xii. 16, The deceiver 
and deceived are his. It may be faid of the great 
wafter of fouls, and the great deceiver of fouls, 
he would not have any power were it not giv- 
en him. Thus our Saviour {peaks to. Pilate, 
Thou could}. have no power againfi-me, were it not 
given thee of my Father: Even fo it may be faid 
of Satan’s power. ceaawente ; 

2. As 
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2. As his power is a derived, fo it is a conquer- 
ed power. It is already conquered by Chrift 
who hath judged the prince of this world. 

3. As itisa derived and conquered, fo it is a 
limited power, Jobixxxviii. 8,— 11. It is a limit- 
ed power in a double fenfe; 

(1.) Itis limited in regard he hath not the 
power he would gladly have: he would willing- 


ly know whatis in our heart; he hath a good> 


guefs at what is there; but he cannot fearch 
the heart: that isGod’s prerogative. He would 
incline not only to tempt us, but he would alfo 
have power alfo to force us to fin; but this he 
hath not: he hath a tempting, but not a com- 
‘pelling power. He defires Chrift.to caft him- 
felf down, but he had no power to caft him 
down. So, he defires us to caft ourfelves down 
into the mire of fin; but he hath no power to 
force us thereto. 3 

(2.) It is limited, in regard he cannot w/e the 
power he hath, any further than Chrift will 
fuffer him. <omen 

4. His power is a /ubfervient power. It is 
fuch a power as Chritt Jefus will ferve himfelf 
in; for Chrift will turn Satan’s power to God’s 
glory. So, when the inceftuous perfon was 
to be given up to Satan, it was but for the de- 
frruction of the flefh, that the fpirit might be faved in 
the day of the Lord Fefus, 1 Cor. v. 5. Therefore, 
confidering whata feeble and tributary power, 
that of Satan is, we need not fear him. Why, 
confider the power of Chriit: He is the power of 
God; and his power is almighty power engag- 
ed for us. We have then no caufe to fear the 
power of Satan, if we will by faith depend up- 
on. the power of Chrift; and, for your help 
herein, confider thefe four things. 

(1.) Ordinarily all our trouble arifes from 
queftionng the power of Chrift; The people among 
whom Lam are fix hundred thoufand foot-men, and thou 
haft faid, I will give them flefh that they may eat a 
«whole month, Num. xi, 21. A probable-like pro- 
mife, might he fay. Thus Martha and Mary, 
John ii. 32. this was what they ftumbled at, 
Tf thou bhadft been here, my brother had not died. As 
if Jefus had not been as able to raife him when 


dead, as to heal him while alive. Though ~ 


-you think many times you do not doubt fo 
much of his power, as of his willingnefs; yet 
the truth is, this is the great hinderance of our 
faith, our doubting and not depending upon 
the power of God and of Chrift, when matters 
come to a pinch. anes Stes 

“(2.) The holy Spirit of God efpecially calls up- 
on us to attend uponthe power of Chrift; Heb. 
‘Vii. 25. Wherefore he is able to fave to the uttermoft 
all that come unto God by him, &c. Va. lxiii. 2. Who 
is this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bozrab? This that is glorious in his apparel, tra- 
velling in the greatne/s of his firength? I that peak 


in righteoufnefs, mighty to fave. Ifa. xlv. 22. Look 


* 


intome and be faved, all the ends 
am God,. and there is none elf. 
A Ww : 


to Chrift for ftrength: for, Hegives power to the 


(4.) Our Lord Jefus doth ordinarily fo order 
matters, in his great work towards his people, 
that they, and all by-fanders, may fee that it muft 
be the work of his own power; We had the fen- 
tence of death im ourfelves, that we /hould not truft im 
ourselves, but in God who raifeth the dead, 2 Cor. 1. 
9.: that we might fee and acknowledge the 
mighty power of Chrift; and that hereby we 
may be encouraged in ourfaith, totruftin him, 
though we fee never fo much weaknefs and . 
inability in ourfelves; and that we may fee if | 
we be overcome, it is becaufe we go nat duly 


faint, and to them that have no might be increafeth 
frength, Ina way ofcomingtohim, wefhould .. 
be able to grapple with our ftrongeft corrupti-: | ; 
ons and temptations. Let us not fear Satan, 

but fly to him‘that fays, / have prayed for thee . 

that thy faith fail not. nk. PSN od Oa 

Medit. 12. “ That whatever grace in us Satan 

“ does moft envy and invade, that grace Chrift 

“ Jefus will take mof care to ftrengthen and de- 
“fend. Ihave prayed for thee that thy faith fail 

“ not.” Seer Theff. iu. 5. For this caufe, when I 

could no longer forbear, I fent to know your faith, left 

by fome means, the tempter have tempted you, and our 

labour be in vain. There is no grace that Satan f 
envies and invades fo much as this of faith. 
This, though not exprefled, is naturally in- 
cluded in the words. Our Lord Jefus his care 

is principally to fortify that part, which Satan 
does moft violently impugn; and that is our 
faith. The Captain of falvation does wifely ~ 
defend that fort, which is moft fiercely attack- 

ed. This is Satan’s method. Thus he began 
with the firft Adam, by the méans of Eve, to 
make him not believe God’s threatening, Gen. 

iil. 4.. He attempted Adam’s faith: for he had 
faith, whereby he believed all God’s truths, 
revealed or to be revealed. It is paft all perad-  — 
venture there was in the difpofition and prepa- 
ration of his mind, a potential faith; even to 
believe the promife of Chrift, when it fhould © 
be manifefted unto him: and, as all fin was 
wrapt up in this one of Adam’s difobedience ; 
pride, ambition, gluttony, unthankfulnefs, &:c.; 

{fo principally infidelity, as the inlet of all the 
reft. Thus he attempted David, Pfalm cxvi.11. 
Lfaid in my bafte all men are liars, even the pro- 
phets of God. Why, now he faw his kingdom 


deferred, his enemies incréeafed. He thought 
(but in his hafte, not waiting God’s leifure) 
that all men are liars. Thus he 10 : 


ee he 
blefled Lord Jef f 


of God; if tho 
” Now 
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whenhetoldalye. Infidelity isthe true mother 
of bafefear. Hence, fays Chrift to his difciples, 
O ye of little faith, wherefore did ye fear? And {o, 
to the ruler of the fynagogue, about the en- 
livening of his daughter; Fear not, only believe. 
Faith banifhes fear, and makes the righteous 
bold as a lion; becaufe they know whom they have 
believed, and that the God whom they ferve is able 
to deliver them. ~~ 

“Quest. Why does Satan moft fiercely affault the 
FAITH of a Chriftian? 

Answ. 1. Becaufe there is more of the power 
of God laid out upon this grace, than upon any 
thing elfe almoft, Eph. i. 29. 

2. Satan knows that it is the- Spirit of God 
that works this faith in us; and he therefore 
envies it, and oppofes the work of the Spirit. 

3. He knows that God is moft dehghted with 
this grace, and glorified by it: without which 
it is impoffible to pleafe him; and in the exer- 
- cife whereof he is ftill pleafed. 

4. Satan knows, that of all other graces faith 
is the ftrongeft to overcome him: therefore we 
are exhorted, Eph. vi. 16. Above all to take to us 
the fhield of faith. ,And, 1 John v. 4. it is’ faid; 
_ This is the victory whereby we overcome the world, 
even-our faith. — r aaisi 
»*On the contrary, there-is no fin that does 
more undo the foul, than wnbchef. By our un- 
belief we blafpheme Cod, and make him a liar. 
He hath faid, that he will magnify his word above 
all bis name, Plalm cxxxvili.2: But unbelief 
difcredits his word. Unbelief is the greateft 
fin, becaufe it is the mother of all fin, Heb. 
iii, 12. Take heed, brethren, left there be in any of 
‘you ai evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the lv- 
ing God. When once we turn from God, then 
‘we ly open to all‘fin. Therefore Satan, above 
all graces; envies our faith. 

5. Faith isthe moft uniting 
the foul to God in Chrift: w 
‘divides the foul from God. 

6. As faith furthers ood things to us, unbe- 
lief keeps outward good things from us. So, 
that the lord, on whofe hand the king leaned, 
that would not believe, he had no benefit by 
the plenty inSamaria, 2 Kings'vii. It was un- 
belief that hindered Mofes from entering into 
the land of Canaan. Therefore Satan fets him- 
felf moftagainft our faith. And, becaufe Satan 
fets himfelf fo much againft our faith ; there- 
fore, Chrift doth moft of alltake care of our 
faith. All the whole word of God is written 
for the encouragement and {ftrengthening of 
our faith: Thefe things are written, that yé might 
believe that Fefus is the Chrift the Son of God, and 
that believing ye might have life through bis-name, 
John xx. 31.— Hencethere is no objection can be 
made againit believing in the Son of God, but 
there is an antidote, fomewhere in {cripture, to 
take away thefe objections. —And, again, we 
may find that thefe very ways that Satan takes 
for the weakening of our faith, our Lord Jefus 
Chritt, by thefe very means does ftrengthen 
_ ourfaith. For example, by thefe:temptations, 

_ whereby he thinks to overcome us, by thefe 
temptations Chrift. {trengthens:our faith, 2Cor. 
xu. 7, 8, 9.: fo as we fhall fee one\day that we 
could: not have been without them.—Again, 
Satan thinks, by expofing us in the world, to 
hurt us; therefore Chrift, by thefe oppofitions, 
does us good, 1 Cor.i. 5,-9.0 

Hence learn the excellency of faith; although 
it feems the pooreft and weakeft grace, the moft 
oO ag OP 


race. It unites 
ereas, unbelief 
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beggarly of all the graces. Love brings oint- 
ment to Chrift’s head; and repentance tears to 
wath his feet; but faith gives nothing, and 
brings nothing to Chrift: yet it is defigned to 
a higher office than any other grace: it is the 
hand that receives Chrift, and receives all from 
him.—That can be faid of faith, that cannot 
be faid of any other grace. Why, as it juttifies, 
the fame thing may be faid of faith, and is 
really attributed to faith that is attributed to 
Chrift. It is Chrif that juftifietb, and Chrift that 
Javeth ; yet, we are {aid to be ju/fified by faith, and 
Javed by faith: not in oppofition to Chrift; but 
to live by faith, is to live by Chrift; to be fav- 
ed by faith, is to be faved only by Chrift,— 
Again, in the matter of juftification, faith is 
alone. No other grace is faid to juftify. Fur- 
ther, obferve thefe fix particulars concerning it. 

1. Faith is that grace by which we have ac- 
cefs to God. Itis many times with a poor foul, 
as itis witha fhip that is tofled in a furious 
tempeit, and cannot defcry land. Faith is like 
one getting upon the top of the matt, and tel- . 
lingthat heditcoversthehaven. It brings Chrift 
and the foul together. 

2. As it is the grace that brings us toChrift; 
fo, it is the grace that keeps Chrift and the foul 
together, and prefervesthe foul inChrift: ye are 
kept by the power of God, through faith unto falvation, 

3. Faith is the grace that pre/ents us to God, 
{potlefs and blamelefs. Faith receives the righ- 
teoufnefs wherein we appear fpotlefs before 
God, faying, Jn the Lord have I righteoufne/s. 

. Faith 1s the /eading and commanding grace, 
It leads forth all the other graces that are in 
us. Itis that holy centurion, that fays to one, 
Go, and he goes ; to another, Come, and he comes: for 
the working of all the graces is according to 
the meafure of faith. 

_$. Faith is the dinding and uniting grace. Love 
alfo unites the foul to Chrift: but, though it be 
an uniting grace, the union that love makes 
is Only a moral union, as one heart in two bo- 
dies; but the union that faith makes is a my-~ 
ftical union: it makes us fpiritually and my- 
flically one with Chrift. 

6. The excellency of faith lies in this, thatit 
is the one grace that Chriit efpecially enquires 
after: Where is your faith? is the great queftion, 
When aftorm feems todrive hope and courage 
and all away, the queftion is, Where is your faith? 
If thou wouldft beheve, thou /houldf fee the glory of 
God. If thou beheveft ; all things are pofible to him 
that beheveth. ‘There are two things our Lord 


as faid.to wonder at: the one is, he wondered 


at their wnbelief, Mark vi. 6. He marvelled becaufe 
of thei unbelief. Another is, he marvelled at 
the centurion’s faith. So, that it appears, that 
faith is that only grace that Chrift enquires af- 
ter,/and is careful about: therefore it mutt be 
a grace that excels all the other graces. 

On the contrary, we may hence fee the vile- 
nefs‘of the fin of unbelief. As faith is the moft 
excellent grace, fo unbelief is the moft abomi- 
nable fin. Why, 

1. Unbelief is feated in the moft noble part of 
the foul: in the underftanding, it is darknefs; 
in the will, rebellion and oppofition toGod, 

2, Unbelief is a /eminary of all kind of evil; 
it lets out the heart to all manner of fin, It is 
the unbelieving finner that defpifes heaven, 
and. mocks at hell. 

3. Unbelief is a /piritual felf-murder. It is that 
which fhuts out the foul from mercy; and 

| that — 


\ 
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that by rejecting the kindnefs of God, the Chritt 
of God. 

4. See what God fpeaks of it, 1 John vy. to. 
He that believeth not God hath made"him a har: as 
if there was no notice to be given to what God 
fpeaks, no regard to what. he fays.. Hence, 
Chrift’s greateft care is to have unbelief dafh- 
ed, and faith furthered. lave prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not. 

It is owing to the mediation and interceffion 
of Chrift, that the faith of difciples, though it 
may fearfully languifh, yet it {hall not utterly 
fail. If you be left to yourfelf, believer, you 
will fall; efpecially, in a day of temptation, 
in.a winnowing and fifting time: but you are 
to expect keeping by the power of God, and 
the prayer of Chrift. The prayer of Chrift is 
not only general,. for all believers, but for par- 
ticulars believers. J/have prayed for thee: which 
is an encouragement for us to pray for our- 
felves, and an engagement upon us to pray 
for others. 


Having hitherto fpoken to the premonition; 
there is next an admonition here given to Peter, 
Whenibou art converted, firengthen thy brethren. On 
which I only offer the two following medita- 
tions. 

Medit. 1. “In fifting times, the faith of dif- 
“ ciples, if it do not faz/, yet it may langua/b fo 
“ far as that they may need a mew converfion.” 
We hear of many converfions now a-days; and 
would to God they were all true, and not delu- 
five *, But here is one mark of that converfion 
that is but a delufion; if they are fo fure about 
their converfion, as to think they will never 
need another converfion. I know no converts 
in feripture but needed, as well as Peter, to be 
converted again and again. Some have been 
converted an hundred times. OY ee 

Medit. 2. “ When difciples are a-néw con- 
* verted, they are not converted for them/elves 
only, and tor their own good; but for the 
good and benefit of their drethren, and for the 
advantageof the churchofGod: toftrengthen 
them that ftand, to prevent their falling, and 
‘ to reftore them that are fallen already, and 
endeavour their recovery.” See the fruit of 
David’s new converfion, Pfal. li. 12, 13. Reffore 
wnto me the joy of thy falvation: and uphold me with 
thy free Spirit. Then will I teach tranfereffors thy 
avays, and finners fhall be converted unto thee. Ver. 
18. Do good in thy good pleajure unto Zion: build 
thou the walls of Ferufalem Hehatha concern for 
the converfion of others, and for the rebuild- 
ing the walls of Jerufalem. Hence, that muft 
se a wrong converfion, that hath no tendency 
toward the public good; but a tendency to op- 
pofe a public Reformation. 


We fhall now clofe the whole with a few ad- 
vices, relating to thefe jifting and winnowing 
times. od 

{1.] See that your faith be fuch a faith as Se- 
tan fighis againfl, and Chrif prays for. Saving 
faith is the eye-fore of hell, but under, the care 
of heaven. 

Quest. How /ball I know, if my faith be. of this 
Jort?. Try your faith by thefe eight following 
particulars. 

1. Have you.ever found an utter impoffibility 
to believe; yea, the power of enmity in your 
heart againft it? Faith is a fruit of creating pow- 
er, Eph. 1.19. And you are utter ftrangers to 
faith, if you never found a power of darknefs 


* Alluding to the affair formerly mentioned, p. 158, 1 59s 
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and enmity in you, and an utter impoffibility 
to believe. Have you ever found that you could 
as foonraife your body to the ftarry firmament, — 
as you could raife up your foul to embrace 
Chrift in the gofpel? erp! ; 

2. Is ita faith of the Lord’s operation? Hath 
the Lord carried. you forth to believe with a 
{trong hand? Ifrael had all the power of Egypt 
to withitand them: but the Lord fenthis word, 
and commanded deliverance. You are, by na- 
ture, in an Egypt of fpiritual bondage. What 
hath brought you out? Surely nothing but the 
Lord himfelf; the power of God. Can you fay, 
when you concluded that the dry bones would 
never live, and that you was cut off, the Lord . 
inftructed. you with a flrong hand, and made 
you to believe? -,We pray always for you, that our 
God would —fulfil all the good pleafure of bis goodne/s, 
and the work of faith with power, 2 Thefl.i, 11! 

3. Do you find the fame omnipotent power ne- 
ceflary to draw forth every act of faith, by 
which. at firft it was wrought?) As no inftru- 
ment can make itfelf; fo it cannot put itfelf in 
tune, As you-could not make’ yourfelf a be- 
lever; fo you cannot keep or maintain faith, 
without a fkilful. powerful, hand. . Is it the 
Lord himfelf that puts you in tuné? Otherwife 
you wouldcontinue at a ftand for ever, and be 
as unable to put forth any one act, as you was 
unable to plant faith. Hence the believer's cry 
is, Awake, O north-wind; and come thou Jouth; blow 
upon my garden, that the fpices thereof may flow out, 
Song iv. 16. Create in me a clean heart, O God: 
and renew aright fpirit within me, Pfalm li. 10. 

4.. Try the qualities of your faith, whether it 
be weak.or ftrong. . If it be real-and faving, it 
will be the {pring of fpiritual motion and ac- 


tion: any thing you enjoy of the influence of 


grace, you enjoy it-in this way. Can you fay, 
Lhve; yet not I, but Chrift hveth in me ; and the life 
L live is by the faith of the Son of God? True faith 
is the root of holinefs.. As the body, without 
breath, is dead; fo.is faith without works. It 
fets the foul upon the mortifying of every fin, 
and upon the performance-of-every. duty, and 
the exercifing of every grace, and the bearing 
of every crofs,the Lord lays upon one’s back. 
True faith breathes in fanctification. ‘This is 
the element of every believer, whether weak 
or ftrong: infomuch that, when fin and lutts 
prevail, or lead them into captivity, they-are 
then out of their element.» 3 . 
5. Saving faith makes’every thing di/appear 
but Chri, and is fwallowed up wholly in Chrift. 
Grace itfelf difappears: faith itfelf difappears; 
as the ftars, at.the rifing of the fun. When - 
one.comes to.a.court, if the king be not there, 
he is taken up with the view of the houfe;-but _ 
when the king is‘upon the throne, then he is 
taken up wholly-with him... . 


r 
a 


ab Gigi 4 
6, Saving faith-is the eye/ore of hell. It isa 


fufpicious evidence and -black mark, if-you 
enjoy your faith quietly, without oppofition. 
When-the believer has efcaped the enemy by 
regenerating grace, Satan purfues him to:the 
very gatesof heaven; J dave fought a good fight, 
I have. fimfhed.ciny courfey Ef hae kept the faith, 
QA VE IV ore oie: Ser ee AS eae rd 
7. Saving faith is, notwithfanding, improven . 
by thefe trials, The fire may-melt down the 
veflel: but, while.it is in therfire, our gracious 
Lord fits as a refiner; nothin? is loft: Dhat the 
trial of your faith, being much moreprecious thaniof gold 
that perifhethy though it; be tricd ith fire, might be 


oa oe 


SERM. XCVII. 


found unto praife, and honour, and glory, at the ap- 
pearing of Fefus Chriff, 1 Pet. i. 7. 

8. The man feeks to exercife faith in every 
thing he goes about, and in every duty he per- 
forms to read in faith, tov-hear in faith; for, 
Whatfoever is not of faith is fin: and, without faith 
it is impoffible to pleafe God. Vf the believer can 
get faith exercifed, though it werd in a dun- 
geon, he is well, itis like a palace to him: 
but when otherwife, all is wrong. 

[2.] A fecond advice I would give you, relat- 
ing to thefe fifting and winnowing times is, 
Do not caft yourfelf in the way of temptations : fhun 
all appearance of evil; and do not {peak for Satan. 
Avoid the company of enemies and wicked 
men}; ahd 3? fmners entice thee, confent thou not, 
Prov. iv.7. Yea, watch againtt the {nares that 
may be in the company of the godly in win- 
nowing times. Peter may be a {nare to draw 
away many with the diflimulation of the time, 
and the temptations of the day. 

[3.] Beware of being either Gallios or Gaimaliels 
at this day. 

_ 1. No man ought to be of Galho’s temper, 
that cares for none of the/e things that belong to 
the teftimony of the day: as if the affairs of 
the doctrine, worfhip, difcipline, and govern- 
ment of the houfe of God were light matters. 
Satan feems, at this day, to be plotting efpecial- 
ly againit Chrift’s government, asif his doctrine 
might be tolerate, but his government. were 
intolerable, or a very trivial and impertinent 
thing, that no man needs trouble his head a- 
bout.. Satan feems content that Chrift preach, 
providing he do not reign and rule; knowing 
his doctrine will not be long uncorrupted, if 
his government:can be overturned. Therefore, 
men had little need to be Gallios in this matter. 
| Men ought not to be of Gamaliel’s temper. 
‘He was a grave, learned, and peaceable man, 
and highly efteemed among the people; a man 
of great wit and good fenfe. However, his 
counfel was crafty and corrupt: he aed the 
politician. He laid this down for a foundation, 
that the work was either of God, or of man: if of 
man, it would come to nought; if of God, it could 
not be overthrown. But what was the tendency 
of all this? Namely, to judge of religion by 
events, and, in the mean time, to ly by, and 
do nothing for the good caufe, but juft leave it 
to the providence of God. Thus many are for 
acting the politician, and remaining netiter, 
and halting between two opinions: but whar- 
JSeever thy hand findeth todo, doit with all thy might ; 
Jor there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wiydomin the grave, whither thou goeft, Eccl. ix. 10. 
Neglect not prefent duty. , 
544.) Be watchful and armed. Let {piritual 
watchfulnefs be joined with the /piritual armour, 
Eiph. vi. rr,+18. Let a man:be never fo well 
armed, if he be afleep, his armour will dolittle 
fervice. y VR saeab s 
- Ina word, would you be fafe in a day of 
_ temptation? Then endeavour, through grace, 
to make it fure, that you are 2nterefted in Chrif’s 
prayers; Or, that he is praying for you. Chrift 
prays not for the world, but for thefe that were given 
Aun, John xvii. 9. What a cordial would it be 
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to you, could you take home to yourfelf what 
Chrift here fays to Peter, I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not. , 
Quest. Low fhall Ibe fure he is praying for me? 
Answ. In order to have it made fure to you, 
confider that word of Chrift’s prayer, John 
XVIl, 20. Neither pray I for thee alone, but for all 
them alfo, that fhall believe, through their word. 
Chrift.is. praying for all them that do or thall 
believe through his word, which he calls their 
word: Our word, that are minifters of the gof- 
pel. What word? It is the word of reconciliation, 
committed to us, that God was in Chri} reconciling 
the world to himfeif. Dott thou believe through 
this word? It is the word that Chrifi was made 
jim for you, that you might be made the righteoufnefs 
of God in*him.—It is the word of falvation which 
is fent to you, loft finner. Doft thou believe 
through this word?—It is a word of remi/fon 
to you, guilty finner, faying, 7 will be merciful 
to your unrishteou/ne/s. Dott thou believe through 
this word? O come to Jefus, in the faith of this 
word. —It is a word of liberty for you that are 
captives, faying, The Lord lcofeth the prijoners : 
therefore, Go forth, ye prifoners of hope, and be- 
lieve this word. —It is a word of power for the 
weak, that can do nothing, and have no might 
to do any thing; a word, faying, He giveth 
power to the fant, and to him that hath no might he 
imcreafeth firength. O may you believe in him 
through this word.—It is a word of /ife to the 
dead foul, faying, I am the refurredtion and the - 
hfe; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet fhall be live. O will you believe on him 
through this word?—It is a word of help to 
you that fay, you cannot believe, if it be not 
a cannot of objfimacy, but of impotency, that you 
would willingly be delivered from.—It is a 
word of help, faying, I have laid help upon One 
that 1s mghty. O will you have his helping 
hand, and believe on him through this word? 
This is what he calls their word: I pray for all 
them that fhall believe through THEIR word. And, 
do you now believe? Then take home with you 
the cordial for an hour of temptation, namely, 
that, though Satan fhould an hundred times 
defire to have you, that he may ft you as wheat ; 
yet Chrift is faying to thee, to thee in particu- 
lar, J have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. 
Therefore, though you fhould meet with a fift- 
ing trial or temptation, that. may lay you on 
your back for alittle; yet you fhall be recover- 
ed and converted again: and, when thou art con- 
verted, flrengthen thy brethren. Do all the good 
you can to your friends and neighbours. Do 
all the fervice you can in your ftation to im- 
mortal fouls, and promoting religion and re- ~ 
formation, perfonal and national. Beware of 
Peter's felf-confidence, faying, Though all men 
Sorfake thee, yet will not I; left, before the cock 
crow, you deny him, and turn your back up- 
on him, and his caufe. Apply to yourfelf the 
advertifement and admonition, here given to 
Peter, Simon, Simon; Satan hath defired to have you, 
that he may fift you as wheat: but I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not; and, when thou art con- 
verted, flrengthen thy brethren. iar ee 
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RepEMPTION by Curist, fhewn to be or Gop as the firff 
Caufe, and ro Gop as the /aft End. * 


1 Cor. i. 30. Compared with Rev. v.9.. 
—Who of God 1s made unto us redemption, For thou waft flan, and haft redeemed us to God by thy blood. 


SB HE Lord’s Supper is called the Eucharif, 
which fignifies thank/giving. And how 


can we exprefs our thankfgiving, this 
day, more fitly, when called to commemorate 
our Redeemer’s dying love, than by joining 
iffue with the fingers of the new fong in this 
text, faying, Thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us 
to God by thy blood ? 
At the laft facramental folemnity here, the 
fubject we {poke of was, that all things are of 
God +, namely, relating to the new creation efpe- 


cially, and the great work of redemption. In pur- ' 


fuing of this fubject, I have, of a long time, 
been fpeaking to the firft text I read, where the 
feveral branches of our falvation are afcribed 
to God in Chrift, who of God 1s made unto us wi/- 
dom, righteoufne/s, fanctification, and redemptoon. 

After I had, from time to time, infifted up- 
on this great fubject, “ That Chrift is a com- 
“ plete Saviour, of God’s making, unto us, 
“ while he is made of God unto us wifdom, righte- 
““oufnefs, fanctyfication, and redemption,” I came to 
enquire how we are to zmprove Chrift; 1. For 
wifdom; 2. How for righteoufnefs; 3. How 
for fanctification ; 4. How forredemption. .We 
have f{poken to the firft three {, by adapting to 
them feveral texts of fcripture, and treating 
them as an{wers to thefe feveral queftions: and 
now I come to enter upon the fourth of thefe 
queftions, namely, How we are to improve Chrift 
‘for redemption; OY, as made of God unto us redempti- 
on? And the anfwer at prefent we offer is, 
That we are to improve Chrift for redemption, 
by viewing in him to what end, and by what 
means we are to be redeemed by him. Both 
thefe are here. 1.'To what end are we redeem- 
ed? We are redeemed to God. 2. By what 
means? By the blood of Chrift: Thou waft fla, 
and haft redeemed us to God by thy blood! 

In which words you may obferve thefe five 
particulars following. : 

1. The great privilege here fpoken of, name- 
ly, redemption. It isa great word; a bigger 
‘word by far than creation. Devils were creat- 
ed, wicked men were created, but.a felect 
‘number are redeemed. There is a fusdamental 
redemption, which was performed by Chrift 
upon the crofs, where he fuffered the wrath 
of God, the pains of hell: There is an adfual 
redemption, when his people reap the bene- 
fits of that fundamental one. It is a redemp- 
tion, firft by impetration, or purchafe, and 
then by application ; firft by price, and then 
by power. . 

2. The objects of this redemption, or perfons 
redeemed, us; Thou haft redemed vs. Here it 


may be afked, Who will claim, who do claim, 
and who may clam this privilege, faying, Thou 
haft redeemed us?—As to the queftion, Who will . 
claim it? Why, all the e/ec?, in due time, will 
claim it: fome benefits of Chrift’s death accrue 
to the world; but the elec? will be the redeem- 
ed ones, and are fo. Election, redemption, 


regeneration, and falvation are of equal ex- 


tent.—As to that queftion, Who do claim it? 
Why, all dehevers, or all the ele&t, that are 
brought to lay hold on Chrift by faith; they 
fay upon the matter, Thou haft redeemed us; and 
we beheve, that, through the grace of our Lord Fe- 
Jus Chrift, we fhall be faved.—As to the queftion, 
Who may claim it, upon the warrant of the 
word, fhewing how that Chrift died for our 
fins, according to the {criptures, and upon the 
warrant of the gofpel-call? To this we reply, 
All fjmners, to whom the gofpel comes; they 
are warranted to come to Chrift by faith, fay- 
ing, Thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us to God by 
thy blood; for this is the record they are to re- 
ceive, that God hath given us eternal life, and this 
Life is in bis Son. The ground of this faith is no 
fecret thing; but the revealed word. . 

3. The author of thisredemption, Chri? ; Tuou 
waft flain: the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the God- 
man, the root and off-/pring of David. The work 
is the effect of two natures in one Chrift con- 
curring; not God alone, nor man alone, but 
God-man ; Thou haft redeemed us. 

4. The endand effect to which they are redeem- 
ed: Thou haft redeemed us To Gop; to be his fons, 
his fervants, his friends, and favourites; his 
crown and. glory; to enjoy him, to glorify 
him, to be his peculiar treafure. 

5. The means of it; Thou: waft suatn, and itis 
by thy blood.. Why! what isthe neceflity? Was 
it not enough for God to become aman, a 
creature, to be hungry, and weary, and re- 
proached? No, fays.God;. I-will never be fa- 
tisfied for the fins of the human race, nor ap- . 
peafed, till lfee my Son lying a facrifice, bleed- 
ing at my feet; Jt: pleafed the Lord to bruife him: 
without fhedding of blood there fhall be no remiffion: 
Blood I will have-for an atonement. Bhod is 
here taken for the whole /uferings of Chrift, from 
the moment of his conception, from his mi- 
ferable entry into the world, until he breath- 
ed his laft; till he cried, Jt zs finifhed ; the whole 
is included: Thou waft flain, and baft redeemed us 
to.God -by.4 by Hhothe 5 WA RAF OO", AS 

The former text and this compared, fet be- 
fore us the whole bufine/s of our redemption, from, 
the beginning to the end of it: and efpecially, 

1. The original caufe and fpring of our re- 


* This was the fubje€t of an a@tion-fermon, preached immediately before the celebration of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, at 
Dunfermline, on Sabbath, July 11, 1742. : 


t This fubject is priated, and may be feen above, p. 118. 


+ What the author delivered on thefe branches is not printed, 
‘. . _demption, — 


' . OBSER, That the redemptionwe have bythe blood - 
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2. The meritorious caufe or means of it, viz. the 
‘death and blood of Chrift; Thou waft flain, and 
haft redeemed us to God by thy ‘blood. 

3. The final caufe, iffue, and end of it, name- 
ly, toGod, the fountain whence it came; Thou 
haft redeemed us toGod. It is of God that we are 


“redeemed in Chrift, and to God that we are re- 
‘deemed; oF Gop he is made unto us redemption, 
‘and he was flain, and has redeemed us To Gop by 


his blood. 


~ From the words, as they ftand connected, 
‘and as we have now explained them, we lay 
‘down this one doétrinal propofition. 


Joo) of Chrift, being of God-as ithe fire caufe, 1s alfo 


~) xoto God as the laft end. | 


Asit is faid, Rom. xi..36. For of him, and thro’ 


bim, and to him are all things, to whom be glory for 


ever, Amen; fo efpecially all things relating to 


Our redemption are oF him as the beginning, and 


‘to him as thé /afend. Our redemption by 
Chrift is ofGod, and our redemption by Chrift 


4s to God. Thus it is faid, 1 Pet. iii. 18. Chrif 


? 


ee soa 


alfo bath fufered for our fins, the juft for the unjuft, 
that he mght_bring us to God. Thou waft flain, and 
haft redeemed ‘us to\God by thy blood. 

~The method we’ would ‘here lay down for 
dluftrating this doctrinal obfervation, through 
divine affiftance, fhall be the following. 


ol. To offer: fome propofitioms concerning. this 
oder Tedemption...:.. | 
. (IL. -To fhew how it is .or -God.as the fir? caufe. 
_» AH..;How dt.isito ‘God asthe loft end... | 
_o TV. Make fome-apphcation of the fubject. 
"The firft thing propofed ‘was to lay down 
fome propofitions concerning this redemption. We 
fhall only offer the four following... 
*“Propof. 1. “ That till we partake of this re- 


* © demption we are in bondage and captivity.” 


_| 1.-We are in bondage to the power of fin, and 


to the puni/hment thereof: ‘To the power of fin ; 


and hence fins are called chains, and fetters, and 
bondi; and it is, called the Jaw of fin and death : 
To the pumi/bment of fin; and hence thefinner’s 
heart is full of fear naturally; why, the Phili- 
ftines are upon us; yea, the devil is upon us; 
nay, the wrath of God is upon us, and his fa- 
vour is departed from us; We are condemned al- 
ready. Ah! how miferable is the condition of 
every man by nature! Whatever be his out- 
ward privileges, he is the flave of Satan. This 
fpiritual flavery is indeed indifcernible; many, 
as Leviathan, {port themfelves in the waters 
of finful pleafures, and think that the only end 
pf their being, not knowing that they are cap- 
ives. ml ews ; | = * | ; 
"2. We are Captives to the juftice of God, to 
whicl®we owe millions of talents, which can- 
not be paid till Chrift redeem therefrom, by 


_ fatisfying all the demands of juftice. 


; oft ‘We are Captives to the /aw, as a covenant: 
the’ law condemns. us; yea, every new-born 
child is condemned to the fire ‘of hell by the 


law, till Chrift redeem from the curfe of the. law ; 


for-+he was condemned in our room, and he 
could not plead innocence; though he was in 
himfelf innocent, yet imputatively guilty, 


~ when the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all: the 


Father had enough to charge him with, _ 


~'4- We are captives to our own confeiences. 
une, ire Faas & | 


REDEMPTION BY CHRIST. 
‘déemption through Chrift, it'is of God; Who of 


God is made unto us redemption. 


trary ways. 
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That bofom-judge tells us, we are enemies to 
God, vile traitors, and {peaks bitter things a- 
gainit us: it isa judge we cannot decline, a 
witnefs we cannot caft, an executioner we can- 
not refift; it tells us weare to be fentenced with 
devils to hell and damnation, till Chrift re- 
deem from that captivity, flavery, and bon- 
dage, by intimating to this deputy that the 
Judge is fatisfied and appeafed with the blood 
fhed at Jerufalem. Sirs, then is the confci- 
ence {prinkled with the blood that /peaks better 
things than that of Abel. Why, fays confcience, 
Isthe great Judge pleafed? Then I have no 
more to fay. 

5. We are by nature captives to Satan; he 
leads us captive at his pleafure: we are his fer- 
vants, he is our mafter; we are the fubjects, 
heisthe king; weare the fhop where he works, 
till Chrift redeem from this captivity, and till 
the God-man bind the ftrong man and difpof- 
fefs him. 

6. We are captives to divers lufs: one luftis 
hard enough to ferve; but, how hard is it to 
ferve divers! Not only variety, but contrary 
ones, like fo many wild horfes drawing us con- 
The galley-flave, tugging at the 
oar night and day, is at perfect freedom when 
compared to this ; redemption from this flave- 
ry isa great redemption. The old man is faid 
to be crucified with Chri, Rom. vi. 6. He hath 
nailed fin tothe crofs, and flain it legally. Oh! 
may the believer fay, this luft of mine hath 
not been well nailed, it is yet living and lively; 
well, but being crucified it fhall actually die, 
But again, 

7.. We are by nature captives to every creature. 
We were once matters and lords of the creati- 
on, but we are now fervants to them; they 
were once under us, but now they have get a- 
bove us, and have the command of us; they 
have power to charm and draw us away from 
God; every creature hath power to vex us; 
Chrift redeems from this captivity, when he 
reftores tous our primative dominion over the 
creatures, which is now to be had in Chrift, 
who hath ‘a// power in beaven and in earth, 

. 8..We are. captives alfo to the fear of death, 
Many are in great bondage all their days 
through this fear; the profpect of the king of 
terrors creates a horror in the foul, till Chrift re- 
deem from this, by taking away both the fing 
of.death and the terror of it. Our Lord Jefus 
redeems from thefe, and from all the effects 
of fin; he redeems from the curfe of the law, 
Being made a curfe for us; he faid to God, when 
he was in flaming wrath, and threatening the 
finner’s damnation, On me be thy curfe. He re- 
deems from the wrath of God, that omnipo- 
tent ‘wrath, that irrefiftible wrath, that de- | 
ftru€tive wrath, that righteous wrath, that 
none can ftand before, one drop whereof 
would deftroy thoufands of angels. He re- 
deems us from diftance from God; this is the 
perfection of mifery, to be far from God, from 
light, from life, from the centre of happinefs, 
Chrift redeems from this, by bringing us near 
by his blood, that we may have the begun en- 
joyment of God here, and the uninterrupted en- 
joymeént of God hereafter. Be aston as 
Propo: 2. The fecond propofition is, “ That 
«' Chri, and only he, is the Redeemer ; Thou waft 
« flain, and haft redeemed us ; there is no other name . 
“under heaven given among men, whereby we muft 
“© be faved.” Fe only frees us from the Ree 
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of fin; he brings the quickening Spirit, 1 Cor. xv. 
25. As by his Spirit he will raife up our natural 
body from death to life; fo he raifes our fouls 
from the death of fin to the life of grace. He 
only frees us from the punifhment of fin; There 
is no condemnation to them that are in Chrift Fefus. 
Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ; ut 
is Chrift that died, Rom. vili. 1, 33, 34. It was 
too tranfcendent a thing for any meer creature 
to be the redeemer of the fons of men. The 
children of Ifrael were afraid to truft an angel 
with their conduct into Canaan, Exod. xxxiil. 
much more fhould we have been to truft an 
angel, or any creature, to make a way for our 
paflage to the heavenly Canaan; Such an Aigh- 
pricft became us, who is holy, harmlefs, undefiled, fe- 
parate from finners, and made higher than the hea- 
vens, Heb. vii. 26. It was requifite that the 
Redeemer fhould be 0<av59a7-, God-man ; he be- 
hoved to lay down his life, which he could not 
have done if he had not been man; he took 
up his life again, which he could not have 
done if he had not been God. It was fit that 
the Redeemer fhould be the eternal Word; The 
Word was made flefh. Thus, 1. He was the per- 
Jonal wifdom of the Father: and how fit was 
he to reveal the counfels of his love from eter- 
nity? 2. He is the middle perfon of the God- 
head: and is it not fit he fhould mediate be- 
tween God and man? 3. He is the Son of God; 
and fo fit to bring the adopted fons to glory. 
4. He was the Word that made the world; and 
fo the Word that redeems the world, and will 
for ever be acknowledged, by all the redeemed 
number, as the only meet help and fit Redeem- 
er for them; Thou was flain, and haft redeemed us. 

Propof: 3. Another propofition is, “ That 
“ this redemption is for men; Thou waft flain, 
“and haft redeemed Us, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation. To us a Child is 
“born; he was made fin for us, he was made a 
* curfe for us.” There is a threefold view we 
are to take of the pronoun us. . 

1. With reference to the divine ordimation 
from eternity, it refpects the elec? only, of 
whom Chrift fays, [lay down my life for my /heep, 
John.x. ry. ; 
2. With reference to faving application of this 
redemption already made, then the perfons 
that are the objects thereof are belhevers, whofe 
faith is the fruit of electing and redeeming 
love; for, fays Chrift, All that the Father hath 
given me fhall come to me, John iv. 37. And as 
many as were ordained to eternal hfe thall beheve, 
Acts xiii. 48:. 

3. With reference to the general indefinite di/- 
penfation of the gofpel, it refpects /iners of all 
forts, to whom the gofpel comes, becaufe there- 
in all are welcomed to come to and believe in 
Chrift as their Redeemer; and, in the way of 
coming and believing in him, to fay, Thou waft 
flain, and haft redeemed us to God by thy blood. 

In refpect of eternal deftination, the elect only 
are they who fay it certainly, Thou waft flain, and 
haft redeemed us. In refpect of effectual application, 
only believers are they who fay it materially, 
Thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us. And, in 
refpect of the general difpenfation of the gofpel, 
all finners, to whom the gofpel comes, have 
warrant to fay it behevingly, Thou waft flain, and 
haft redeemed us: they are thus warranted by the 
firft command, that “ requires us to know and 
*“ acknowledge God to be the Lord our God 
“ and Redeemer,” which is explained, 1 John 
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iii. 23. This 2s his commandment, that. we /hould be- 
lieve on the name of his Son Fefus Chrift; and to be- 
lieve this gofpel, which 1s a faithful faying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Fefus Chrift came to 
fave finners, 1 Tim. 10.15. oy 

Here-is room for the faith of all that hear 


the gofpel, the queftion not being, Are you 


elect or not? Nay; nor, Are you Jelevers or not? 
The elect indeed will be partakers, and believ- 
ers are partakers already, of this redemption; 
but the queftion in the gofpel-difpenfation is, 
Are you /mners or not? and do you need a Sa- 
viour and Redeemer? Then,-upon the warrant 
of this word of falvation fent to you, that Fe- 
Jus Chrift came to fave finners, you are to receive 
thefe good news to yourfelf. It is not Chri in 


the decree that you: are to look: to, while you © 


know not that you:are'elected ; this is'to look 
too far back: nor is it Chrift an the heart, or in 
poffeffion, you are to look to, while you know 
not if you be a believer; this to go too far 
forward: but it is Chrift in.the word, becaufe you 
are a finner, and Chrift a Saviour held forth to 
you there, faying, Look to me and be faved... This 
is the middle between the two former, and the 
only way to fecure them both, and to fay, with 
particular application, Thou waft flan, and haf 
redeemed us. wee ee hae 
Propof. 4. The fourth propofition I would 
offer, relates to the meazs, viz. “ That this re- 
“ demption is by death and blood ; Thou waft flaim, 
and haft redeemed us by thy blood.” He that was 
flain decretively, by the determinate counfel and 
foreknowledge of God from eternity, and is ‘called 
the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world; who 
was flain typically under ‘all the facrifices of the 
Old Teftament, ‘whereby his death was'adum- 
berated and{fhadowed forth; was flain actually be- 
tween two thieves upon mount Calvary, where 
the fufferings of his life were confummated in 
thefe of his death; for, though he was im the 
form of God, yet he became obedient unto death, ever 
the. death of the crofs, where he was wounded for 
our fins, which were his murderers, the Jews 
were but executioners. Now, we do notfay, 
that the hangman, or.executioner, kills a man 
for theft or murder, or the like; but rather 
his theft and murder they kill him: fo here, 
it was not fo much the Jews, or foldiers, that 
killed the Lord of glory, as our theft and mur- 
der; our fins, abominations, and breaches of 
God’s law, which were imputed to him as the 
Surety, and laid to his charge, who Juffered, 
the juft for the unuf, that he might pay the 
debt we owed to divine juftice: and now, not 
only was his body afflicted, but his foul ago- 
nized, when he grappled with all the powers 
of heaven, earth, and hell. His Father had 
faid, Awake, O fword, againft the man that is, my 
fellow ; and the glittering fword of wrath and 
vengeance was fheathed into his bowels with 
infinite horror and terror, making his /oul ex- 
ceeding Jorrowful, even unto death, and breaking, 
bruifing, wounding, him for our iniquities. 
Once over Jerufalem he {hed tears of water, 
but now, upon the rack of juftice, he fhed 
tears of blood ; Thou was flain, and haft redeemed 
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This is the fcene of blood opened and repre- 
fented to-us in this facrament,; For, as off as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, we /bew forth the 
Lord's death till he come again. "The Lord’s fup- 


per is a lively crucifix, wherein Chrift is evi- © 


dently fet forth crucified before us, and fhew- 
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ing us, that he was flain, and has redeemed us by 
his blood. Here is the price.of redemption, the 
precious blood of the Son of God, Aéts xx..28. 
He purchafed the church with his own blood; and 
whence is this, but, (1.) To declare the infi- 
nitenefs and immeafurable nature of the dove 
of God; Hereby perceive we the love of God, becaufe 
he laid down his ife for us, t John ii. 16. (2.) To 
declare the infinitenefs of his ¢ruth in. the law- 
fentence, which required that, Without the /hed- 
ding of blood there could be no remiffion, Heb. ix. 22. 
(3.) To declare the righteou/ne/s of God, and his 
infinite atred of fin. ; God’s infinite holinefs 
and hatred againft fin, appeared right-well in 
cafting angels out of heaven, for once begin- 
ning to fin, and Adam out of paradife for one 
‘mouthful of fruit: but it is another fort: of a 
sdifplay of divine hatred of fin, to fee the Son 
of God, the fecond Adam, wallowing in his 
own blood, for our bloody fins; ' (4:) To. de- 
clare the power of Jefus Chrift, to lay down his 
life and to take it up. again;:: No man taketh it 
Srom me, but I lay 2t down of myfelf; I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it ‘again. 
This commandment have I recewved of my Father, John 

- x. 18... By this commandment and will of the 
Father, the fcripture was-fulfilled, the new 
covenant confirmed, juftice was fatisfied, the 
work. of the devil. deftroyed,; fin condemned 
and taken away, hell vanquifhed, and. heaven 
‘purchafed. Thou waft flan, \and haft redeemed us 
by thy blood. 


II. We propofed next to fhew, How this re- 
demption is or God as the firft caufe. I need not 
-enlarge upon this, feeing it was the fubject I 
enlarged upon formerly, that: all things are of 
God, relating to the new creation*®. Thus: all 
things are of God, relating to this redemption: why, 
the Redeemer is of God; For God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, &c. John iii. 16. 
—His fubfitution in. our room is of God ;:The 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us:all, Va. liii. 9. 
—His /uferig in our-room.is of God; Jt pleaf- 
éd the Lord to bruife' bim; he hath put him to grief, 
~ Tfa. li. 10.— His: affuming our nature, that he 
might therein give himfelf a facrifice for our 
fins, 1s of God, and of his fovereign will;: Lo, 

L come ; I delight to da thy willj,Q:. my God. . This 
commandment have I received of my Father, Pfal. xl. 6. 
Heb. x. 7.— His being made a curfe for us is 
of God; He was made a curfe for us, and he hath 
made-bim.to be fin for us, Gal, iti. 13. 2:Cor. v.21. 
—His furniture and.ability, for his) work of re- 
demption, is of God: Behold, my Servant, whom 
J uphold, Ua. lxii. 1... Him hath God the Father 
Jfealed, John vi. 27.—His refurrection and exalta- 
tion is of God; for, By him we béheve in God, that 
vaifed himup from the dead,and gave him glory, that our 
faith and hope mght be of God, 1 Pet.i.21.—His exhz- 
bition to us by the gofpel is of God, Col. i. 26, 
27. Rom, i. 16,17: and the powerful faving ef- 


_ ficacy of -this revelation.—It is of God, that 


he is made not only a:Redeemer to us, but the 
whole of our redemption in the abftract:. for 
fo fays the text I compared with this, that of 
God he 1s made unto us redemption ; our heaven,.our 
happinefs, our all, -All.is owing to God as the 
igh caufe. aarti | 


~ Ill. We thall, in the third place,. fhew, that 
this redemption is ro0,God as the Jaf end; Thou 
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waft flain, and haft redeemed us To God by thy blood. 
fle juffered, the juft for the unjuft, that he might 
bring us To God. His redeeming us to God may 
be viewed two ways. 1. As it relates to our bap- 
pine/s. 2. As it relates to his Aonour. 

if, To be redeemed to God, may be viewed 
as it relates to our happine/s, which lies in being 
brought to God: and, as we can never be brought 
to God, unlefs we be redeemed to him, both 
by price and by power; fo it is only by Chrift 
that we are redeemed to God, namely, by the 
price of his blood, and by the power of his 
Spirit; Jam thé way, fays Chrift; no man cometh 
to the Father but by me, John xiv. 6. He hath 
redeemed us to God imall refpects. 

1. He hath redeemed us to the knowledge of 
God; for, we have the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God, only in the face of Chrift, 2 Cor. 
iv. 6. Wedo not fee God favingly till we fee 
the Redeemer; He that hath feen me, hath feen the 
Father, John xvi. 9. We have loft the view and 
knowledge of God by our fall; and no guilty 
finner can fee God, to his fatisfaction, but in 
the red glafs of the blood of Jefus, who hath 
redeemed us to God by his blood; that is, to 
the knowledge of God. 

2.:He has redeemed us to the favour of God, 
and to the peace of God; for; he alone is our 
peace, having made peace through the blood of his 
crofs, Col. i. 20. Reconciliation is’ brought a- 
bout by the blood of his crofs; You that were 
Sometimes alienated, and enemies in your mind by wick= 
ed works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the body of 
his fle/h, through death, ver. 21. Hence Gad was 
in Chrift reconciling the world ta himfelf, and pro- 
claiming, Zhis zs my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well-pleafed, 
 3.°He hath redeemed us to the zmage of God; 
for, he gave himfelf for his church, That he 
might fanctify and cleanfeit, Eph. v. 25.; and Tit. 
he 14. He gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and-purify to himfelf a peculiar 
people; that he might bring us to God, and to 
conformity to his image, by bringing us back 
to the life of God, to the love of God, and to 
the fervice of God.. We are by-nature alienat- 
ed from the life of God; but he redeems from 
death, to the life of God; from enmity, to the 
love of God; and from flavery to fin and Satan, 
to the fervice of God. And thus, 

4. He hath redeemed us to the enjoyment of 
God, and to fellowfhip and communion with 
him, fo as to have poffeflion of him as our 
God, according to the covenant fealed with 
the blood of Chrift; J will be thy God, and com- 
munion with him.as fuch. This enjoyment 
of God, to which we are redeemed, hath three 
degrees, inchoative, progreflive, and confum- 
mative. 

The firfis iitial.or:inchoative; which is a 
communion of ftate relative and real, the foul 
being related to Chrift, and to God in Chrift, 
as a reconciled God and Father in Chrift, and 
having really the Spirit of Chrift in us as a well 
of water, and a fountain of all grace, 

The -/econd degree is progrefive ehjoyment; 
which lies in getting, from time to time, more 
and more acquaintance with Chrift, and with 
Godin him; more and more nearnefs and in- 
creafe of love and likenefs to him: hence by 
him we are faid to be brought near to God 3 
Ye who fometimes were afar of, are made migh by the 
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blood of Chriff, Eph. ii. 13. By him we are faid 
to have acce/s, ver. 18. Through him we have ac- 
cefsby one: Spirit to the Father. Eph. 111.13. Jn 
him we have boldue/s and acce/s with confidence by the 
faith of bim. And Heb. x. 19. we have boldne/s to 
enter into the holicft by the blood of Fefus. Hence alfo 
joy and peace in believing, and joy unfpeakable in this 
enjoyment of God through the blood of Chrift; 
We joy in God through our Lord Fefus Chrift, by whom 
awe have now received the atonement, Rom. Vv. 11. 
And hence alfo the joy of the Lord is f{ometimes 
our firength; and we go from firength to flrength, 
till we appear before the Lord in Zion. And then 
comes, thirdly, the laft degree of the enjoy- 
ment of God, that we are:redeemed by his: own 
blood; that is, the con/ummative enjoyment of 
him in heaven; that enjoyment of him that 
is begun in the remiflion of fin, and the reno- 
vation of the nature, and is-carried on, in the 
continued communication of the fulnefs of the 
Godhead, that is in Chrift, unto us, is at laft 
confummated in the full and uninterrupted 
enjoyment of God in heaven; where commu- 
nion with God is no more by faith, but vifion; 
no more by hope, but fruition; for, Now we 
fee through a glafs darkly, but then face to face; and 
Soall be hke him, for we fhall fee him as he is; and fo 
frali we be ever with the Lord. To this enjoy- 
ment of God alfo we are redeemed by his 
blood; for, The gift of God is eternal life, through Fefus 
Chrift our Lord, Rom. vi. 23. And hence heaven 
is called the purchafed poffefion, Eph. i. 14; and 
the heavenly fingers here make this the bur- 
den of their new fong, Thou waft flain, and haft 
redeemed us by thy blood. | 

Thus are we redeemed to the knowledge of 
God, to the favour of God, to the image of 
God, and tothe enjoyment of God, commenced 
and advanced gracioufly' here, and :confum- 
mated glorioufly hereafter.in his heavenly 
kingdom. Thus. by the. blood of Chrift: we 
are redeemed to God, to'the kingdom of God, 
in grace and glory, and fo to God as our chief 
good and laft:end, to have the Lord: Jehovah 
to be our everlafting light, and life, and hap- 
pinefs, our exceeding great reward, our por- 
tion, our all in all. ob : 

2dly, His redeeming us to God may be view- 
ed, not only as it relates thus to our happinefs, 
but as it relates to his glory. He hath redeemed 
us to God by his blood; that is, redeemed us to the 
glory of God,-in-all his glorious perfections, 
which are difplayed more glorioufly here than 
any where elfe. Thus,» 31 

1. By his blood we are redeemed to'the glo- 
ry of God’s wi/dom. O here is the wz/dom of God 
ina myftery, in bringing God and man together 
in a God-man; in reconciling juftice and mercy; 
and making them kifs each other; and the 
blood of Chrift the cement for joining them 
together infeparably in our falvation: . 

2. By this blood we are redeemed to the glo- 
ry of God’s power, which was more difplayed 
in fupporting the human nature of Chrift, un- 
der an infinite load of wrath, than in fupport- 
ing the pillars of heaven and earth, or -creat- 
ing all things out of nothing. The power of 
God is here employed, not only.in deffroying 


principalities and powers, but here the power of. 


his arm is: employed in bearing the power of 
his wrath 3 and, Who knows the power thereof? 
3. By his:blood he has redeemed us to the 


glory of God’s holine/s, and withour prejudice 


to his holy law, that required perfect obedience; ’ 
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while his eternal»Son, in our room, yielded 
himfelf obedient: untodeath, even the death of the 


crofs. Cl 


4. By his blood we are rédeenied to the glo- - 


ry of God’s juftice.' The eternal:damnation of 
all the reprobate world will never illuftrate the 
glory of juftice,.fo much as ‘the blood of the 
Lamb, Whom God bath fet forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in bis blood, to declare his righteoufne/s, 
Rom. il. 25; or, to manifeft his: juftice in pu- 
nifhing fin, andithen pardoning fin upon that 
propitiation. Ma 

5. By his blood we are redeemed. to God; 
that is, to the glory of God's’ mercy and love. 
O. the love of God that {hines here! Rom. v.'8. 
God commendeth bis love towards us, in that, while 
werwere yet finners, Chrift died for us. O the glo- 
ry of the Father's love is great, in giving Chrift 
for this.end! How does he here proclaim that 
he delights in mercy! And he's fo forward to 
fhew mercy to’ a number of mankind-finners, 


that, rather than want'an opportunity tofhew - 


mercy to them, he will makea way throughthe 


heart’s blood of his dear and well-belovedSon! . 
6. By his blood we are redeemed to the glo-. 
ry of God’s truth and faithfulnefs: "The firft pro- , 


mife to fallen man was a bleffed promife ‘re- 
{pecting us, yet a bloody promife refpecting 
Chrift, that the feed of the woman /hould-bruife the 
bead of the ferpent ; ‘yet the ferpent fhould bruife 
his heel, or that-Chrift fhould have his blood 
fhed for our redemption. The church of God 
of old was big with hopes of the accomplifh- 


ment of this promife; they waited long for it. _ 


When Chrift appeared, and humbled him/elf to the 
death of the crofs, then was the promife fulfilled: 
and as this was:the greateft inftance and’indi- 
cation of the faithfulnefs of God, that ever 
was given ;-fo this is an earneft and evidence, 
thatall the gofpel-promifes fhall be accom plith- 
ed... God- hath fulfilled his word, in giving 
Chrift to’the death; then certainly he will ful- 
fil all the other‘promifes of bleffing and mer- 
¢y in the new covenant, ‘which were ratified by 
his blood. ‘God’s truth in'the law-threatening 
of death, and: his: truth im the gofpel-promife 


. of life, were both fealed'by his blood. 


«Mn‘a word, by his blood' we are redeemed to 
God; that is; redeemed in-a‘way that brings 
glory to Godin the highef.> God defigned himfelf 
as the laft.end, his glory as the ultimate end 
of his redemption; and now, by the blood of 
Chrift, we are 'redeemed to God’s honour and 
glory, to God’s ‘pleafurésand: fatisfaction, to 
theyoy and:content of his-heart. Its faid of 
Chrift, The pleafure of the Lord fhall profper in bis 
hand, that in him he is well-pleafed, and his foul 
delighted, Va. xlu.1.- Why, then, by his blood 
we are redeemed to God, in a way that is to the 
pleafure and contentment, joy and delight, and 
fatisfactiom of God. 6) oes 

-i/Fhus the redemption we have by the blood 
of Chrift, being’ of God: as the firft caufe, is to 


God as the laftend: » Thou waft flain, and baft re- 


deemed us to God by thy blood 
offs: ery thw borg: 


1.1V. The fourth general head T propofed, was, 
To offer fome wferences for the application;« And 
paffing, at prefent, many inferences. relating 
to the means of our redemption, the death and 


blood of Chrift, which are afterwards to be fet - 


before us under the facramental'¢lements, I 


confine myfelf to thefe inferences that relate — 
efpecially tothe great:/ource, and to the great . 
} . ‘ refource 
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refource of this redemption, through Chrift, the 
great {fpring, andthe great iflue of it; the great 
caufe, and the great.end of it: 

Isitfothen, That the redemption we have, through 
the blood of Chrift, bemg o¥ God as the firft caufe, is 
likewife To God as the laft end? Hence, , 

1. See and admire the antiquity and perpetuity 
of our redemption and religion in Chriff.. This, won- 
derful tranfaction, in time, is nothing elfethan 
adifplay of what from all eternity was of Ged, 
and.to:all eternity will be to.God. Weare this 
day to commemorate God’s antient and end- 
lefs. love, whereof he hath made a difplay in 
Chrift the Redeemer, that, was flain, and. has 


_ redeemed us to God by his blood. 


 OSirs, fee the high fource of our redemption ; 
it is of God, from eternity, before the founda- 
tion of the world. There are four things we 
read. of relating. to this redemption, that:are 
faid to be before the world was. \ 

_ (1.) We read of a choice that God made be- 
fore the world; According as he hath chofen us in 


be holy, Eph. 1. 14. 


_ bia before the foundation of the world, that we fhould 


(2.) We read of a promife he made before the’ 


world; Jn hope of eternal hfe, which God, that can- 
not lye, promifed before the world began, Tit. 1. 2. 
 (3.) We read of grace given us in Chrift be- 
fore the world; Who hath faved us, and called us 
with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his purpofe and grace, which was grven 
us in Chrift Fefus before the world began, ‘Tit. 1. 9. 
(4.) We read of glory ordaimed for us before 
the world; We /peak the wifdom of God in a myfiery, 


~~ even the hidden wifdom, which God ordained before 


%, 


the world, untoour glory, 1 Cor. ii, 7.—This whole 
redemption in Chrift is an antient bufinefs ; all 
was of God before the world was: fee John 
XVII, 5, 24. 

See alfo here the Jaf recourfe of this redemp- 
tion, or the great ocean into which it runs; as 
it is of God from eternity, fo it is te Ged through 
eternity. As the {prings of water come from 
the fea, and return to it; fo here, the whole of 
redemption is of Godand to him: hence, when 
the myftery of redemption fhall be finithed, it 
is faid the kingdom /ball be delivered up to God, even 
the Father, that God may appear to be all im all, 1 Cor. 
xv. 24, 28. Not that Chrift will ceafeto be King; 
nay, the Father hath faid to him, Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever; but in refpect of the 
diftinét adminiftration of the kingdom, which will 
be, (though now we fpeak but as babes, ig- 
norantly, of what will then appear glorioutly ) 
it will then appear to be fuch as will fhew that 
Chrift, though, as he is the Chrift, was the great 
mean and ordinance of God for our redemption; 
yet God was the al/ in all of it, even the great 
original, and the great end: Thou waft /lain, and 
haft redeemed us to God. 

“2, Hence fee the wonderful conftitution of the 
perfon of Chrift the Redeemer, who was flain, and has 
redeemed us to God. O what amyfterious perfon 
is here! Chrift indeed. is God; effentially one 
God with the Father and the Spirit; perfonally 
he is God the Son; and as God he 1s the firf 
caufe and the laf end equally with the Father 
‘and the Holy Ghoft: but as Chrift, he is nei- 
ther God only, nor man only, but Gop-MAN ; 


the perfon that ftands between God and man; 


the middle perfon by whom we come to God, 
and are redeemed to God. Chrift, as God, fays, 
‘T and my Father are one, even when he had faid 
jn the preceding verfe, My Father is greater than 

Vou. IL , Hs 
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all, John, x,.29, 30.; yet, Land my Father are one: 
but again, Chrift, as man fays, My Father is 
greater than I, John xiv. 28. And though, as 
Mediator, heis the Father’s fervant; yet being, 
as Mediator, God.as. well as man, GoD-MAN, 
his name is called ALpua and Omeca, the de- 
ginning and the end; and the Father wills all the 
angels of God to worfhip him}; and all men to 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father; for 
he that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Fa- 
ther that Jent him, John v. 23., And hence, here, 
in the text, he is the fubject of the new fong, 
and the object of the worthip, and praife of the 
redeemed ; Thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us to 
God by thy blood. Our Redeemer, therefore, is the 
wonderful ImmMANUEL, God-man. If he had not 
been man, he could not have been /laim, and re- 


deemed.us by his blood: if he had not been God, . 


he could not have redeemed us fo God: our re- 
demption could not have been of God, as the 
firft caufe; and to God, as the Jaf end, if it had 
not been through God as the means ; for all things 
that are of him, and to him, are alfo through 
him, Rom. xi. 36. Of him, and to him, and through 
him, are all things. 

2. Hence fee the reafon, why the man Chrift 
Fefas afcribed all the glory of his redeeming work un- 
to God. He fpeaks of himfelf as the Sent of God, 
more than thirty times in that one gofpel ac- 
cording to John. He {peaks of his doing the 
work. of him that fent bim, and feeking the glory 
of him that Jent him. Part of his prayer to the 
Father 1s, That the world may know that thou haft 
Jent me, and that the world may believe that thou haft 
Jent me, John xvii. 8, 21. Saving faith looks to 
Chrift as the Sent of God. He fpeaks of his dy- 
ing, and laying down bis life, as a commandment he 
recewved from his Fatoer, and his having fii/hed 
the work the Father gave himto do. He {peaks of 
God, as his God and Father, whofe will he came 
to accomplith; Lo, Icome ; I delight to do thy will, 
O my God, Heb. x. 10. By the which will we are 
Janttified, through the offering of the body of Fefus 
Chrift once for all. By this will we are redeem- 
ed; itis by the will of God we are redeemed 
to God by the blood of Chrift. The whole work 
of redemption flows from an act of God's will: 
and hence the covenant of grace and promife, 
fealed with the blood of Chrift, runs infomany 
of God's I will’s; I wit Jprinkle you with clean 
water, &c. I wit take away the heart of fone ; 
I wii be your God; 1 wiLu put my Spirit within 
you, Ezek. xxxvi. 25,— 30. gq. d. It is my will, 
that fuch and fuch a goodly number of man- 
kind finners be brought to me; .and, by the 
blood of the Covenant, redeemed to me. Well, 
fays Chrift; Thy will be done: even when it came 
to the bloody part of the bargain; Not my will, 
but thine be done: and Amen, fays faith, in the 
day of power; Thy will be done. 

4. Hence fee, that it is too narrow a view of 
redeeming work, to fee only that Chrift was /lam, 
to fave and redeem us by bis blood, if, through the 
profpect of faith, we look not to the fartheft 
end of this redemption, namely, that he has 
redeemed us to God. Your redemption fignifies 
nothing, if it do not land you in God and his 
glory; in vain hath Chritt fuffered, the juft for 
the unjuft, if it be not to bring you to God. Many 
prefume they are redeemed by the blood of 
Chrift, and that Chrift died for them, but be- 


wray the narrownefs and naughtinefs of their | 


faith, by not confidering from what, and to 


what Chrift hath redeemed his people, whom 
a) i. Sacks a rer) ‘s | , ry he 


ry 
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he redecims by price and power; he redeems 
from Satan unto God; and fo they are faid to be 
brought from darkne/s unto light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, Acts xxvi. 18, They are re- 
deemed from the auorld to God; Gal. i. 4. Who gave 
himjelf for our fins, that he mighi deliver us from this 
prefent evil world, according to the qwill of God, and 
our Father. They are redeemed from men to God, 
Rev. xiv. 4. Redecmed from among men, being the firft 
fruits unto God, and to the Lamb: hence they are 
not of the world, John xv. 19. Though they be 
inthe world, yet they are not of it, but rather 
witnefles againit an evil world; and therefore 
the world hates them, as it did Chrift, John vii. 


7: The redeemed of the Lord are redeemed 


jrom a vain converfation to God, and to a conver- 
fation in heaven, 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. Redeemed not 
dwith corruptible things, fuch as fi ber and gold, from 
your vain converfation, received by tradition from your 
fathers, but with the precious blood of Chrif?. But, 
alas! many fpeak of Chrift as their Saviour 
and Redeemer, but yet walk as if. they were 
redeemed to the devil, and redeemed to fin, 
redeemed to the orld: and to their lufts,. snd 
delivered to work abomination, Jer. vil. 8,—1rT. 
Or, as if they were redeemed to themfelves, to 
be their own lords; Y¢ are not your own, fays the 
apottle, for ye are bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and im your fpirit, which are 
God's, 1 Cor. vi. 20. They that are redeemed 
by the blood of Chrift, are redeemed to God, 
to walk humbly with God h ere, and to «walk with 
him in white hereafter, and | fo to thew forth his 
sry for ever; This people have I formed for my- 
Jey, they fhall fbew forth my praife, Wa. xliii, 21. 
5. Hence fee a teft and proof of true religion, 
true converfion, and a true work of God, namely, 
it is fuch as is of God, as the firf bane. to God, 
as the laf end, and through Chri, as exhibited 
in the gofpel, and his death and blood, as the 
means. It is faid in fcripture, Some return, but 
t to the Mof High; they are converted, but not 
io Cod; and furely that religion never came from 
God, that led not to God. We hear of a flrange 


- work fpreading far and near, and it is called a 
work of God. How fhall we know if it isa work. 


of God, or a delufion of the devil? Here is a touch- 
{tone by which it may be tried: let them affert 
never fo confidently, that they are converted to 
Chrift; yet, if they are not converted through 
Chrift to God, it is a delufion; it is a falfe Chrift 
they are taken up with, if he do not bring 
them to God, to the love of God, to the fear 
of God, to the law and teftimony of God, to all 
things whatforver are commanded of God. If 
the fpirit that is prevailing, to the converfion of 
many, convert them to the hatred of the caufe 
of God, and the teftimony of the time; convert 
them to a toleration of all the corruptions and 
defections of the day, asif there ought to. be no 
witneffing work againft thefe; convert them to 
an. oppofition of a covenanted work of Refor- 
mation,*and any appearance for it, and fo to 
an ‘involvin g of the whole land in perjury; 


or government he hath appointed 
If ce be the cafe, then fo many 


and nature of | 


REDEMPTION BY ~-CHRIST,”’ 


. by him we beheve in God, 1 Peter 


erting them toa diflike of any truth of o 
relating either to the doétrine, worthip, . 
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converfions, fo many delufions of Satan are 
taking place; for the true Chriftredeems us to 
God by his blood; and true converfion converts’ 
men to the knowledge. of God, to the image 
of God, and to all the ways, and ordinances, 
and inftitutions of God ; and it is a falfe con- 
verfion that draws men “off from any of the 
‘ways of God: 
be delivered from any fuch converfions *, 
“Here alfo we may fee a teft and trial of all 


‘He graces and operations of the Spirit, if they be 


true or falfe.—The knowledge of Chrift may here 
be tried: the knowledge of Chrift would not 
fave you, did not the knowledge of him lead 
you to the knowledge c of God; the knowledge’ 
of Chrift does not terminate on‘Chrift himfelf, 

but is the Midfmay and way to bring us to the 
knowledge of the Father; I am the way, fays 
Chrift ; oman cometh to the Father, but by me; and, 
he that a) Jeenme, Lath feen the Father, John xiv. 
6, 9.—True faith may be here tried; for’ true 
faith in Chrift, as it is of God, or of divine o- 
peration, fo it will not terminate on Chrift him- 
felf, but upon God i in and through him; for, 
2 eT ove: to 
Chrift, if it be true love, and of God as its origi- 
nal, it will terminate upon Godas the ultimate 
end and object of it; hence the true knowledge 
of Chrift is a knowledge of the glory of God m 
the face of Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6.—True joy in the 
Lord. Jefus, terminates in God; hence we joy 


in God, through Jefus Chritt, by whom we have 


received the atonement, Rom. v. i1. 

Here is a teft of all true experimental Plies 
True experience leads a: man to reft upon no 
internal feeling of Chrift within him: the true 
Spirit teftifies of Chrift in the word; and, if 
Chrift be in you, by his Spirit, he will bring you 
out of yourfelf, and of all confidence in the flef/h, 
and out all confidence in internal feelings, and - 
impulfes, and imprefiions, and will land you 
in God alone. True experience, like the true 
Chrift, brings no man into himfelf; no, by 
no means; he brings us to God; and redeems 
us to God. 

6. Hence fee the duty oP all /of and ‘ei 
Jiners, that have loft their way to God, and 
have loft the knowledge of God, the favour of 
God, the image of God, and the enjoyment of 


God, wiz. to accept of a Redeemer that is come from. | 


God to give himfelf a facrifice, to fatisfy divine 
juftice, to redeem us to God by his heart’s 
blood. You are called to accept of a complete 
redemption that God brings to you, in order 
to bring you to God; to God, your chief end; 

to God, your chief happinefs. 
fures of God’s grace are opened fully and free- 
ly to you that have nothing ; only come, and 
welcome: you that are fools, come and get. 
wifdom that is of God; you that are | 
come and get a ‘righteoufnefs that i 
you that are unholy, come and g 
ao as tlat As of God; = i that a 

me 


sees 


and may all the Lord’s people . 


, 


‘ 


‘Here the trea- 
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health, the dead may get life, the leper may 
be cleanfed, the Ethiopian may be beautified, 
the captive may. be liberate, bankrupts may 
get their debt paid y only come to, and accept 
of the Redeemer that is come from God to re- 
deem you to God, and fent of God to bring you 
to God. You cannot.come toGod, becaufe you 
are weak ; and you dare notcome, becaufe you 
are worthlefs; but, worthy is the Lamb that was 
Jia: and,as Godfent him once to bea facrifice 
to redeem you to.God; fohe:has fent him now 
as an uther to bring you to God, that you may 
cometo. God ‘byvhimr as the'way, by ‘him ‘as 
thewguide*and the 'leaderii:No matter ‘how 
greaty how atrocious’ your! fins have been’ hi- 
therto; thowgh you had:all the fins of a’Ma- 
nafleh; Mary Magdalene, or Saul the perfecutor 
and blafphemer; yea,.all the fins of thefe that 
were murderers of the Lord of glory; he'who 
hath: ‘redeemed us‘ to God by his blood, by “his 
blood, that cleanfes' from all fn, he has come here 
in. his.Father’s name, who hath fent.him cloth- 
ed with his vefture dipt in blood, that by him 
ye may have redemption through his blood, even the 
remiffion of fins, according to the riches of his grace, 
_ Eph.i..7. OSirs, do you know him, when you 
hear of him? for, faith, and acquaintance with 
him, come by hearing. Do you-know him in his 
bloody robes? «Andis \it nota robe of grace, 
grace reigning through righteoufnefs and 
blood to eternal life?\ Will:you accept of him 
who is'thus come from God to bring you to 
God? . | Bi 
“ But, fay you, will he accept of me who 
“want faith and repentance, and fuch conditions 
“‘requifite to bring me to,God?” Alas! what 
is'this? Behold the malignity of a legal {pirit, 
that. rifes up againft the gofpel of the grace of 
God. What!: would you havea faith or a re- 
pentance to be a redeemer to you inftead of 
Chrift, toredeem you to God! Would you have 
faith to be a Chrift to redeem you, or repent- 
ance to be a Chriftto bring you toGod? Would 
you have a Chrift within you in your heart, to 
the difparagement of Chrift without you, and 
revealed to you in the word? Alas! this legal 
dream flows from the power of the firft temp- 
tation, Ye /hall be as Gods. God only is the firft 
cauie and the laft end of this whole bufinefs of 
redemption; but ye would be as Gods, to be 
the firit caufe yourfelf ; you would have fome- 
thing wrought by you, or wrought in you to 
be the firft caufe of your own falvation, that 
God may lofe the glory of the work. But, O 
proud finner, come down from the height of 
your defired deity; you are yet defiring to be 
as God, but come down to God’s foot, and ac- 
knowledge him to be God, and be content that 
he only be the firft caufe and the laft end, and 
that Chrift be the all in all of your redemption 
to God. True faith cannot bring itfelf to God, 
but only welcomes the Chrift of God to bring 
_-ittoGod. Here, Ofinner, you have nothing 
todo, nothing to make; God has made all to 
-your hand; Chrift is made of God to you re- 
demption; he is made of God a Redeemer by 
price, to redeem you to God; and a Redeemer 
by power, to bring you to God. How love you 
this bargain? Do you accept of it? 
Oh, Sirs! what hall I fay? Is there any foul 
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here that would not chufe to be fwallowed 
up for ever in this ravifhing myftery of God? 
Chrift, the Redeemer; is the dbrighine/s of the Fa- 
ther's glory, by whofe blood you are redeemed 
to God; that is, both to the Ged of glory, and to 
the glory of God: to the God of glory, that you 
may be glorified for ever in him; and to the 
glory of God, that God may be glorified for 
ever in you. O Sirs, this redemption through 
the blood of Chrift, is a redemption of God, as 
the fir? canfe; and a redemption to God, as the 
lof end; and therefore a redemption to be valu- 
ed, as made of God ‘to you for your everlaftin 
happinefs, and madé of God to himfelf for his 
everlafting honour: therefore, as ye would 
not trample on the blood of Chrift, and as you 
would regard your own everlafting happinefs, 
which is a great matter, and God’s everlaftin g 
glory, which is infinitely greater, come, come 
to this blefiled Redeemer, and welcome a re- 
demiption made of God to redeem you to God, 
and to his higheft' honour and‘ greateft glory. 
And I will tell you good news, if your heart 
welcome this Redeemer in his bloody vefture, 
for this reafon, becaufe he comes from God to 
bring you to'God; and welcome this redemp- 
tion for this reafon, becaufe it is a redemption 
made and ordained of God, to redeem you to 
God; then you may be affured that God the 
Father welcomes you into his everlafting bo- 
fom, becaufe his only begotten Son, which is 
in his bofom, is accepted as God’s Sent to you; 
therefore, fays Chrift, with a doubled AMEN, 
a doubled affurance, John v. 24. Verily, verily, 
he that heareth my word, and believeth on him that 
Jent me, hath everlafting life, and fhall not come into 
condemnation, but is paffed from death to life. 

Thus I have been endeavouring to fhew you 
concerning the great ftream of redemption, 
coloured red with the Redeemer’s blood, 
whence it comes and whither it goes; that as 
the Redeemer himfelf came from God, and is 
gone again to God his Father, fo this great red- 
flowing ftream hath its-rife from God, as the 
fountain; and its recourfe to God, as the end. 
And if any here be fo enamoured with this 
method of falvation, that they would be glad 
to have their fouls, this moment, carried, by 
the ftrength of this ftream of redeeming blood, 
in to God as their everlafting God and glory, 
then their everlafting life is begun, and they 
begin to dwell where God and Chrift dwell. 
Where is that? Why, God dwells in Chrift, and 
Chrift dwells in God, John xiv. 11. Beheve me, 
that Iam in the Father, and the Father in me. God 
isin Chrift reconciling the world to himfelf; and Chrift 
zs in God, and your everlafting life there with 
him, andin him, Col. iii. 3. Your life zs hid with 
Chrift m God; and therefore you have ground 
to expect communion with God in Chritft, at 
his table of grace here below, and at his table 
of glory above. Go, therefore, to his table, O 
believing foul, finging and faying, Salvation to 
our God that fits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, 
Let your /ang to God be to him as the firft caufe 
and the laft end of this great work of redemp- 
tion in Chrift, who of God 1s made unto us complete 
redemption; and let your /ong to the Lamb be the 
new {ong of the redeemed here, Thou wa/f flain, 
and baft redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
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carried about with diverfe and firange doctrines. . al. 
Pee , to confider this text, not only 
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Hes. xiii. 8. Fefus Chrift, the Same yefterday, to-day, 


-amidft this changeable world. Many, 
now-a-days, are tempted to change 
their mind and manners, to change their prin- 
ciples: and practice, from better to worfe; and 


N i. friends, we live in changeable times, 


the changes amongft many minifters and pro- - 


feflors are very ftrange andalarming. Outward 
changes are pafling over us all every day. Ye- 
fterday is gone, and we will never fee it again; 
this day is going. Where fhall we get an un- 
changeable ground to build upon, and to take 
reft to our fouls in, amidft all: changes both 
of our outward lot and inward frame? Why, 
here it is, Chriff the fame yefterday, to-day, and for 
EVEr. 

_ The words may be confidered, 1. In them- 
felves, 2. In their connexion. 

If you view them in ¢hem/elves, you have 
therein a defcription of our glorious Redeemer, 
whois here defcribed, (1.) In his office, he is 
Jesus,a Saviour. (2.) In his wnétion, heis CuRIsT, 
the Anomted, and appointed to this faving work. 
(3.) In his /dentity and Immutabilty, heis the saMeE; 
and this famenefs of Chrift is defcribed under 
a threefold period, paft, prefent, and to come; 
1. The fame yeferday ; 2. The fame to-day ; 3. The 
fame for ever. Of which more afterwards. 

Again, if we view thefe words in their con- 
nexion, we find indeed there is no particle of 
connexion or relation in this text, to direct us 
to the dependence of it upon that which goes 
before or follows; yet the very fubject matter 
of it evidently fhews, that it hatha fit reference 
both to the verfe before and to the following. 


’ In the former verfe, the Hebrews are directed — 


to follow the faith of their fpiritual guides 
which had been before them; and this verfe 
lays down a forcible reafon to move them 
thereunto, and the reafon is taken from the 
object of their faith, namely, Curist, who 
remains {till the fame object of faith; and there- 
fore it behoves thofe that furvive the believers 
now gone to glory, to follow that fame faith, 
~which objectively is Chri? Fe/us, the fame yefterday, 
to-day, and for ever. 1n the following verfe we 


are dehorted from following diverfe and ftrange ~ 


doctrines; and a ftrong reafon to enforce that 
-dehortation is laid down in this verfe, namely, 
That Fe/us Chri, who is the foundation and 
fubftance of all found dodtrine, continues al- 
ways the fame, fo as they have no caufe to be 


, then 


in its connexion; and {hall en- 


plain it, in the profecution of this ¢ 
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The view of Ghrift’s immutability in him-» 

felf, and:in his truth, without variation, will; 

influence Chriftian ftability in the faith, with- 
out wavering. © It is.a proper mean of ftability: 


in the faith, in fhaking times, to confider, that; 
Chrift is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. YOU 
may read. fome parallel {criptures for confirm= 


ing and eftablifhing your faith of this doctrine. 
See what a time it was with the Pfalmift, Pfal.. 
cil. 8,.9, 10. Mine enemies reproach me all the day 5: 
and they that are mad againft me, are fworn againft 
me. 


and thy wrath; for thou haft lifted me up, and caft 
me down. Then fee what confideration he is’ 
led to, ver. 12, 13. But thou, O Lord, fhalt endure 
for ever, and thy rememberance unto all generations. 
Thou fhalt arife, and have mercy upon: Zn; for the 
time to favour her, yea, the fet timeis come. And, 
verfes 25,—28. Of old haft thou laid the foundation 


of the earth, and the heavens are the work of thy. 


hands. They fhall perifh, but thou fhalt endure; yea, 
all of them fhall wax old as a garment, asa vefure 


Shalt. thou change them, and they {hall be changed : 


but thou art the fame, and thy. years fhall have no 
end... The children. of thy fervants fhall continue, and 
their feed [hall be eftablifhed before thee. ‘To this 
_purpofe, fee Ifa. li.7,8. See alfoLam. v. 16,—19. 
Again, how is John comforted and fupported: 
in the time of his banifhment, and in the pro- 


{pectof periloustimescominguponthechurch, 


but with this name of Chrift in other words? 


Rev. i. 8. Lam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and — 


the ending, farth the Lord, whichis, and which was, 
and which is to come, the Almighty. . 


The method I propofe for handling this fub- 


ject, through divine aid, is the following. 


Il. Inquire wherein, or in what 
| the Mand =e are aes ee ag. 
“Ul, Speak of the necefity of knowin 
_ fpecially in fhaking times, wherein — 
faith of many is endangered by new a 
_ _ ftrange doctrines; or, why it is ne 

_ then efpecially, to know and b 
he is the fame yeflerday, to-day, a 
_ VI. Make application of the w 


aes 


¢ » * 
Fig: 


For I have eaten afhes like bread, and mingled 
my drink with weeping, becaufeof thine indignation. 


this e- . 


’ 
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Acts vii. 28. Wilt thou kill me, as thou didft the E- 
gyptian yeferday. Sometimes figuratively, for time 
paft, whether it confifts of many daysor years ; 
as when it is faid, Micah ii. 8. Even of late my 
people is rifen up as an enemy. OF Late, in the 
margin it is yeferday ; that is, fome time ago. 
Sometimes it fignifies of old, whether as to time 
or eternity ; thus, Ifa. xxx. 33. Tophet 2s ordained 
of old; in the margin it is yefferday.. Hence he 
is the fame yefterday. Under this may be com- 
prifed all the time wherein Chrift ftayed upon 
earth ; all the time from his incarnation till 
that prefent wherein the apoftle wrote; all the 
time wherein Chrift was typified in the Mofai- 
calrites, to that wherein thefe were abolifhed; 
all the time that hath paft from the firft pro- 
mife made of Chrift, Gen. iii. 15; all the time 
from the beginning of the world to this day, 
yea, and eternity itfelf, as it confifts in the ex- 
preffion of from everlafting ; for, Micah v. 2. His 
goings forth were of old from everlafting. Prov. vill. 
23, Twas fet up from everlafiing. 

2. The fame to-day. This is the next diftinc- 
tion, and fignifies the prefent time, to diftin- 
guifh it from the former times. Thus ye/er- 
_ day may fignify former times before Chrift was 
exhibited in the flefh; and ¢o-day the time fince 
his incarnation ; for the word, to-day, is not al- 
ways ftrictly meant of a fet day, confifting of 
twelve or. twenty-four hours, but may have 
along date; as when the Pfalmift had faid, 
Pfal. xcv. 7. To-day if ye will hear his voice: the 
apoftle, who lived above a thoufand years af- 
ter him, applies that to his own times, Heb. 
jii. 13...Exhort one another daily, while it 1s called 
to-day. .Chrift is the fame yefferday under the 
Old Teftament, and the fame fo-day in the New- 
Teftament difpenfation; the fame from the 
beginning to his incarnation, and the fame 
from thence to the end of the world; and fo, 

3. The fame for, ever; that is, even in the 
largeft fenfe, from everlafting to everlafting he 
is the fame. - His throne is for ever and ever; and 
of bis dominion there is no end. Change of time, 
patt, prefent, and to come, makes no change 
in him, for he is the fame. Thus Chri/ is here 
fet out, asin Rev. 1. 4. Which is, and which was, 
and which is to come. ; 

4. To each of thefe relates this /amene/s and 
identity. The word redered the fame, fignifies 
he himfelf; and implies, that he is ever himfelf, 
without any alteration or change, pointing out 
his immutability. There is no tautology or 
vain repetition in thefe words, though each 
of them point at his immutability; for, his 
being the fame yeferday points out his eternity 
before time; The fame for ever points out his per- 
petuity to everlafting. Chrift, who is the good 
old way, is alfo the new and hving way, and will 
always be the way of the redeemed. 

_ His eternal deity is here pointed out, being 
not only, as God, without beginning and with- 
out end, but alfo without pofleflion: Chri Fe- 
| fus, the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. What 
is that, but juft Jam that Iam: yefterday Iam; 
Before Abraham was Iam? 1am yefterday, lam 
to-day, I am for ever; intimating, a perpetual 
continuing to be the fame. Thus, Ifa. xli. 4. 7 
the Lord the firf, and with the laf, Iam be; or, as 
fome tranflate it, J am the fame; for it is the 
fame word, both in the Hebrew and the Greek, 
that is there tranflated be, and here tranflated 
the fame. See James i. 17. With whom there is no 
wariablene/s, nor /hadow of turning ; no thew or ap- 
pearance of alteration. 
Vou. Il. 
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Il. The /econd thing propofed, was, To fhew 

wherein he is the fame. And, 
_ 1. He is the fame to-day, yefterday, and for ever, 
in ref{pect of his divine effence ; for, From ever- 
lafting to everlafting he is God, Pfal. xc. 2. See 
Heb, i. 11, 12. They fhall perifh, but thou remainef ; 
and they all fhall wax old as doth a garment, and as 
a vefiure {halt thou fold them up, and they fhall be 
changed: but thou art the fame, and thy years fhall 
not fail. 

2. He is the fame immutably in his coun/els. 
We read, Heb. vi. 17. of the /mmutability of his 
counfel, Pfal, xxxili. 10. The Lord bringeth the 
counfel of the heathen to nought ; he maketh the devices 
of the heathen of none effect. The counfel of the Lord 

Jfandeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all gene- 
rations. Prov. xix. 21. There are many devices ina 
man’s heart, neverthele/s, the counfel of the Lord, that 
Shall ftand. 

3. Heis the fame in his attributes. Pfal. cxvili. 1. 
Lis mercy endures for ever. Pfal. cxvii. 2. His truth 
endures for ever. ‘Thus his love is everlafting 
love, Jer. xxxi. 3.; and his righteoufne/s endures 
for ever, Pfal. cxi. 3. And fo it may be faid of 
all his other attributes and properties. 

4. He is. the fame in his word, Ua. xl. 6. com- 
pared with 1 Pet. 1.25. All fle/h is gra/s, &c.; but 
the word of the Lord endures for ever. This is ma- 
nifeft both in the law, Not one title fhall fail, 
Luke xvi. 17. andin the gofpel, which is there- 
fore called the everlafting gofpel. 

5. Heis the fame in his bonds, whereby he binds | 
himfelf to us in the new covenant. As the 
covenant is an everlafling covenant, fo thefe 
bonds of his promife and oath are unalterable, 
inviolable, and immutable, called the two im- 
mutable things, by which it is umpofible for him to lye, 
Heb. vi. 18. 

6. He is the fame for ever in his divine perfona- 
lity. Indeed the Word was made fle/h ; and he took 
on him our nature, which he did in the fulne/s 
of time, Gal. iv. 4.; and. he made himfelf of no re- 
putation, or brought himfelf to nothing, Phil. 
i. 6, 7.: therefore immutability, attributed to 
Chrift, is. properly meant of his divine nature, 
which was noways altered by afluming the 
human nature; for he became man, not by 
converfion of the Godhead into flefh, but by 
taking the manhood into God; fo as he re- 
mained in his divine nature, when he was in- 
carnate, the very fame he was before, without 
addition, diminution, or alteration; yet, even 
in regard of his human nature, being razed 
from the dead, he dies no more, Rom. vi. 6. He 
continues for ever ; and ever lives, Heb. vil. 25. and 
he lives for evermore, Rev. i. 18. And hence, 

7. He is the fame for ever in his Mediatorfbip, 
and in his mediatorial offices. In his Prophetical 
office he is ftiled an everlafting hght, to inftruct 
and: direct his people, Ifa. lx. 17, 20. In his 
Prieftly office he is called a Prief for ever, Pfal. 
cx. 4.; and it is faid, He ever lives to make tnter- 
ceffion; and it is called an unchangeable pricfthood, 
In his Kingly office he is the fame for ever; thy 
throne, O God, is for ever and ever, Heb. 1.8. As 
King he {hall reign for ever and ever; and 
there fall be no end of his kingdom, Luke i. 33. The 
government is on his fhoulders, Vfa. 1x. 6. 

8. He is always the fame in the merit, virtue 
and efficacy of what he did and fuffered for our 
redemption. In this refpect he is called the 


Lamb flain fince the foundation of the world. ‘The 
virtue of his blood was the fame before it was 
fhed, for the remiflion of the fins of believers 
of old, as it is fince it was fhed. Hence he 3 
the 
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the fame object of faith, yeflerday, to-day, and 
for ever, John iit. 14. As Mofes lifted up the ferpent 
in the wilderne/s, even fo muft the Son of man be lift- 
cdup. Ver. 15. That whofoever believeth on him 
Should not perifh, but have everlafing life. Ver, 16. 
Kor God fo loved the world, that he gave his, only 
begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him might 
not peri/h, but have everlafting hfe. We ever was, 
is, and will be the fame mean of falvation : 


There is no other name given under heaven, among 


men, whereby we can be faved, but the name of ‘fefus, 
Acts iv. 12. He ever was, is, and will be the 
fame foundation to his church; Other foundati- 
on can no man lay than that is laid, whith is “fefus 
Chrift, 1 Cor, iii. 11. 

9. He is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever, 
in the identity and famene/s of the faith of all true 
believers in all ages. Abraham’s faith was 
fuch a faith as that of Chriftians is, and their 
faith fuch a faith as his was: fee Rom. iv. 12. 
and Gal. iii. 7, 8.. And, being the fame in re- 
{pect of his people’s faith in him who is the 
head, that body of his people, whereof he is 
the head, muft continue for ever.. If the head 
is for ever, the body mutt be for ever; and on 
this ground it is that the gates of hell /hall not pre- 
vail againft the church, Matth. xvi. 18. 

10, He is always the fame in his truth, in op- 
pofition to all error, and diverfe or ftrange doc- 
trines. This feems efpecially to be here in- 
tended, as appears by the preceeding and fuc- 
ceeding contexts. Follow their faith who were 
your guides, fays the text before: Be not carried 
about with diverfe and ftrange doctrines, fay the fol- 
lowing words. The doétrine of faith is ftill 
the fame; and therefore diverfity and ftrange- 
nefs of doctrine is oppofed to the identity and 
famenef{s of Chrift, whofe truth is {till the fame 
in all refpects. y 1. It hath ftill the fame centre, 
Fefus Chryt, in whom all the lines meet, John 
xvi. 6, 2. It hath ftill the fame worth and wva- 
ue, fo as they that buy the truth may never fell it. 
3. It hath ftill the fame nature. ‘Truth is ftill 
truth, and cannot be a lye. 4. It hath fill the 
fame found, which is {weet and joyful; and, Ble/ 
Jed are the people that hear the joyful foind. ¥. It 
hath ftill the fame virtue when. known, name- 
ly, to fet at liberty: Ye /hall know the truth, and 
the truth fhall make you free. 6. \t hath {till the 
fame relation to God, who is the God of truth ; 
to Chrift, who is the way and the truth; and to 
the Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth. 7. It hath 
ftill the fame end and tendency, to declare, when 
it is aflerted, the glory of the God of truth, 
and to {thew forth his perfections. 8, It hath 
ftill the fame immutable duration in Chrift, who 
is the truth, and who is the Jame yeflerday, to-day, 
and for ever. 


Ill. The third head propofed, Is to fpeak of 
the necefity of knowing and believing this, that 
Chrift is the fame yeflerday, to-day, and for ever, at 
all times, when faith is endangered by diverfe 
and ftrange doctrines. Here I would thew, 
i. The neceflity of it at a//times. 2. The fpe- 
cial neceffity of it at fuch a /haking time. 

i, The neceflity of knowing and believing 
this at all times, that Jefus Chrift is the Jame yefer- 
day, to-day, and for ever. And, 

1. Itis neceflary for difingui/bing Chrift from 
all creatures, and from all idols of the nations, and 
from all fal/e Gods and Salfe Chrifts. Thus Ifa. 
xli. 4. he 1s diftinguifhed from all fuch by this 


name; / the Lord the firft, and with the laf, I am. 
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he: and Ifa. xliv. 6. Thus faith the Lord, the King 
of Ifrael, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hofts, I am 
the firft, and Iam the laft, and befides me there is no 
God. 


2. It is always neceflary for evidencing Chrift 
to be the true God: Mal. it. 6. Jam the Lord, 1 
change not ; therefore ye the fons of “Jacob are not cons 
Jumed. To be the eternal and unchangeable 
God, the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever; and 
fo for fhewing his blood to be of infinite value, 
as being the blood of God; fo as we may have 
boldnefs, in all our approaches to the holieft, 
by the blood of Jefus.' 


3. It is neceflary for frengthening our faith in 


all his divine properties, promifes,and former works. 
In the view of this immutable name, The Jame 
yeflerday, to-day, and for ever, we may fay, as 
Pfal. xc. 1. Thou, ‘Lord, haft been our dwelling-place 
in all generations; why? from éverlafting to ever- 
lafting thou art God. We may, in the view of this, 
affure ourfelves that all the promifes are in him 
Yea, and in him Amen to the glory of God, 
becaufe he is the fame yeflerday, to-day, and for e- 
ver. We may learn hence contentment, fince 
he hath faid, J will never leave thee, nor forfake 
thee. So that we may boldly fay, The Lord is 
my helper, and I will not fear what man fhall do unto 
mé, Heb. xiii. 5, 6. 

4. It is neceflary for im/fruéting us in the {pe- 
cial ufe of God’s former dealings with men, name- 
ly, in the like good ways of the Lord, to expect 
the like bleflings ; and, in the like evil ways, 
to expect the like judgments; becaufe the Lord 
18 the fame yeflerday, to-day, and for ever. Weis 
ever of the fame mind.\What in former times 
was right in his eyes, and acceptable to him, 
is {till fo. Thus, Rom. iv, 23, 24) Now, it was 
not written for his fake alone, that it was imputed to 
him ; but for us alfo, to whom it fhall be imputed, if 
we believe im him who raifed up ‘fefus our Lord from 
the dead, What formerly offended him, and 
provoked his wrath, doth foftill,1 Corx. ¢,—12, 

5. It is neceflary for affuring us of his con- 
tinual and perpetual care of his church, Matth, 
xxvili, 20, He hath faid, Lo, Jam with you always 
to the end of the world; and he will make it good; 
for, he is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever, 
It may affure us alfo of the church's: continu- 
ance: his church is built upon a rock, and the gates 
of hell fhall not prevail againft it, Matth, xvi, 18, 
There is no inchantment againft Jacob, nor divination 
againft Ifrael. ; A 

6. It is neceflary for encouraging us at all times 
again{t all attempts of enemies, prefent, and to 
come. Why, God hath faid of him, Sit thou at 
my right-hand, until make thine enemies thy footftool, 
Pfal. cx. 1. He will break them with a rod of iron, 
and dafh them in pieces like a potter's veffél, Pal. ii. 9. 
Jn vain do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a 
vain thing. In vain do they fet themfelvés, and take 


counfel together againft the Lord and his Anointed, &c.. 


Enemies prefent, and enemies to come, fhall 
be dafhed in due time; for he is {till prefent, 
and flill to come, the /ame yeflerday, to-day, and 
Jor ever. Fal # 
adly, 1 would fhew the neceflity of knowing 
and believing this, efpecially in /baking times, 
wherein diverfe and flrange do¢trines appear, 
Why the need of taking a view of Chritt, as the 
Jame yefterday, to-day, and for ever, in fuch-a time, 
may be evident in the following refpects. 
1. By viewing that Chrift is immutably the 
Jame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. In times of 
error and delufion we come to fee the difference 


— bekween — 
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between truth and error, truth and deceit; for 
whenever Chrift is difcerned in this name, we 
are brought to underftand found and faving 
doctrine, from that which is unfound, new, 
and ftrange; in regard, as Chrif is the /ame ye- 
Jterday, to-day, and for ever, fo truth is the fame 
yelterday, to-day, and for ever. It is one en- 
tire fyftem, and cannot be divided, one part of 
it from another, at any time; whereas diver/e 
doctrines, fpoken of ver. 9. may be known by 
their diverfity, or dividing of one piece of truth 
from another, to be unfound, untfafe, and un- 
In 
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faith of the truth, and continuing in the faith, 
grounded and fettled, and not being moved away from 
the hope of the gofpel, Col. i. 2, 3. by whatever 
fhaking wind: for a view of Chrift, as the fame 
yefterday, to-day, and for ever, and of his truth, as 
ftill the fame, as ever it was, this‘ natively 
- moves the believing foul to have the /ame love 
to truth as ever, the /ame efieem of the truth as 
ever, the fame delight in the truth as ever, and 
the fame zeal and concern for the truth‘as ever; 
becaufe Chrift, and his truth, is the fame yeffer- 
day, to-day, and for ever. 

3. A view of Chrift, as immutably the fame, 
is needful, in fuch a time, for correcting our in- 
conftancy, our levity in departing from the truth, 
and not cleaving to it, but being eafily feduced 
and drawn afide, like thofe whom the apoftle 
calls children toffed to and fro with every wind of 
dottrine, by the fleight of men, and cunning craftine/s, 
whereby they ly in wait to decerve, Eph. iv. 14. A 
view of Chrift, and his truth, as immutably 
the fame, tends to correct this; for this levity 
then appears to be an affronting of the truth 
of Chritt, as if it were not the fame; an affront- 
ing of Chrift, as if he were not the fame Chrift 
that he was; and an affronting of ourfelves 
as changeable creatures, unlike to him, who 
is invariably the fame. 

4. The view of Chrift, and his truth, as im- 
mutably the fame, is needful, in fuch a feafon, 
for /hewing the fal/hood and damnable tendency of 
new and flrange doctrine; for, if God, and Chritt, 
and truth, be ftill the fame, then a new and 
ftrange God is a falfe God; a new and ftrange 
Chrift is a falfe Chrift; anew and ftrange doc- 
trine is a falfe doctrine. A God that we had 
not yefterday is a falfe God; a Chrift that we 
had not yefterday is a falfe Chrift. Chri/f is the 
Jame yeflerday, to-day, and for ever; therefore a 

-Chrift that was not yefterday, as well as to-day, 
is a falfe Chrift. A do¢trine that was not to be 
found in our Bible, nor taught us in the word 
formerly, is a falfe doctrine. Hence the apottle 
exhorts, Col. ii. 7. To be rooted and built up in Chrift, 
and eftablifhed in the faith, as we have been taught. 
The damnable nature of fuch doctrine you may 
fee, 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2. But there were falfe prophets 
alfo among the people, even as there fhall be fale 
teachers among you, who privily fball bring in damn- 
able herefies, denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themfelves /wift deftruction: and many /ball 
Jollow their pernicious ways, by reafon of whom the 
‘qway of truth fhall be evil Jpoken of. There is no 
falfe doctrine broached, nor delufive {pirit ap- 
pearing, but, according to that prophecy, it 
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will find many favourers, followers, and en- 
tertainers thereof. This madePaul to fay, when 
he faw the levity and inconftancy of people, 
i marvel that you are fo foon removed from-him that 
hath called you to another gofpel. O foolifb Galatians, 
who hath bewitched you, &c. Having begun in the 
Spirit, are you made perfect in the flefh? There is in 
feducers a bewitching diabolical fpirit, that 
makes them reftlefs in leading others into de- 
ftruGtion with them; fo the Scribes and Phari- 
fees compafled fea and land to make profelytes: 
they were blind leaders of the blind: though 
they were blind, yet they would be leaders. 
Now, a view of Chrift, and his truth, as im- 
mutably the fame yefterday, to-day, and for 
ever, is needful for fhewing the damnable na- 
ture of thefe new and ftrange doctrines, which 
are doctrines of devils, directly oppofite to the 
true Chrift, who is the only Saviour and De- 
liverer; whereas every new and falfe Chrift is 
a feducer and deftroyer of immortal fouls. 

5. The view of the immutability of Chrift, 
and his truth, as one and the fame always, 
fhewsthat diver/e doctrines muft be delufive, though 
men are apt to be carried about therewith; for, 
whereas the doctrine of truth is one, and clear, 
and firm, and ftable, the doGtrines of men and 
devils are not one, but divers, various, ambi- 
guous, deceitful, inconftant, and unftable, and 
even inconfiftent with one another. Man being 
full of vain inventions, there is no certain rule 
to be found but in God’s word; hence we are 
called to try the fpirits whether they be of God; 
and for this end we need to pray for the Spirit 
of wifdom and revelation in the knowledge of 
Chrift, without which we may be foon drawn 
into one or other of thefe diverfe doctrines. 

6. The view of the immutability of Chrift, 
and his truth, is needful for fhewing, that new 
and firange doctrine muft be‘delufve. ‘Things are 
called frange that are not ufual, or that have 
not been heard of before; but in the church of 
God, and amongft God’s people, that is called 

frrange which is not grounded on God’s word; for 
the word of God is that upon which the church 
of God grounds all her doctrine, and acknow- 
ledges none for found, but that which is con- 
tained therein, founded thereon, and raifed 
therefrom. Thus the fire, that Nadab and 
Abihu offered before the Lord, is called /range 
fire, becaufe it had no warrant from God’s 
word. Thus the doctrines the apoftle here 
warns the Hebrews againft, under the name of 
ftrange doctrine, are fuch as have no warrant 
from the word of God, and which the church 
of God had neither acknowledged norreceived. 

Now, the immutability of the truth being 
known, makes it evident, how all diverfe and 
ftrange doctrines, doth impeach fome divine 
truth or other; how the broachers of them 
ruin immortal fouls, and bring upon them- 
felves /wift deftruction ; for Chrift, the Jame yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever, is here fet in oppofition 
to diverfe and ftrange doctrines, intimating, 
that men cannot be faved in any religion, as 
fome dream; for if Chrift and his unchange- 
able truth be rejected, and diverfe and ftrange 
dorines be embraced, damnation, inftead of 
falvation, will be the end, however right they » 
may reckon theirnew way: There is a way that 
Jeemeth right toa man; but the end thereof are the 
ways of death, Prov. Xiv. 12. | 


IV. The fourth thing propofed, was the appli- 
cation, 


} 
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cation. Is Chritt the fame yeferday, to-day, and for 
ever? Hence fee, 

1. The great di/conformity between CurisT and 
us; he isitillthe fame, but we are flill changing 
and varying. We fee, Hofea vi. 4. how God 
complains of us, O Ephraim, what fhall I do unto 
thee? O Fudah, what fhall I do unto thee? For your 
goodnefs 1s as a morning cloud, and as the early dew 
it gocth away. But what is the way to be fixed 
in the faith, and fixed in the love of Chrift? 
Even to know and believe how fixed and firm, 
and immutable he is. The ground of faith is 
unchangeable; but the rife and {pring of our 
unbelieving doubts, and jealoufies, and waver- 
ings, is our apprehending, upon every turn of 
the wheel of providence, as if Chrift were ano- 
ther thing than he was; as if he were changed 
in his love, as we are in our outward frame, 
and he in his outward difpenfations. 

2. Hence fee the root of error in principle about 
Curist in his kingdom and government. As the 
Sadducees. erred about the refurrection, not 
knowing the power of God; fo many in.our day 
err about the kingdom and government of 
Chrift in Zion, not knowing the fcriptures, nor 
the immutability of Chrilt, that his throne is 
for ever and ever, and that his dominion 1s an ever- 
lafting dominion, and his kingdom 1s from generation 
to generation, Dan. iv. 34. But men are apt to 
think him changeable like themfelves, and fo 
think his government in Zion is arbitrary and 
ambulatory. Hence Chrift, as a King, is treat- 
ed with contempt and mockery. Men puta 
crown of thorns ftill yet upon his head, inftead 
of a crown of glory and honour; a reed into 
his hand, inftead of a {ceptre. 

3. Hence fee the excellency and extent of the 
object of faith. The true Chrift is fo glorious 
and excellent, that he cannot be feen but by. 
that faith which is ef divine operation. They 
that fee the true Chrift, (and, O Sirs, try your 
faith by this) they fee one who is the fame yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever. Oh! what delufive 
fights of Chrift do many now fee! They fee a 
beautiful and glorious perfon prefented to their 
imagination, or to their bodily eye *. What a de- 
vil, inftead of Chrift, is this! But, érue faith zs 
the evidence of things not feen, and the fubftance of 
things hoped for. ‘The faith that fees Chrift tru- 
ly, fees both what is paft, and prefent, and to 
come; a Chritt yeflerday, to-day, and for ever. 

4. Hence fee the picture of a fal/e Chrift. E- 
very new Chrif, that was not to be feen in the 
Bible yefterday, is a fal/e Chri?. New and ftrange 
forts of convictions are to be fufpected. If, in- 
ftead of convictions, we hear of convulfions,. 
bitter outcryings, frights, faintings,and foam- 
ings, how delufive is the work! New and 
ftrange converfions are to be fufpected. If, in- 
ftead of converfions, we hear of fudden con- 
folations by voices, vifions, revelations, im- 
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pulfes, and impreflions, what delufive work 
is this! If they are not Bible-convictions, Bible- 
converfions, and fuch as the faints of God, of 


-old and of late, have experienced according to 


the fcriptures, then they bear the image of a 
falfe Chrift; for the true Chrift is the fame yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever. His word is an im- 
mutable rule whereby to try the {pirits ; there- 
fore, To the law and ta the tefiimony, if they Jpeak 


- not according to this, it is becaufe there 1s no light in 


them. His word is the fame that it was, his 
Spirit is the fame, and his work, upon all that 
are effectually called, is ftill the fame fubftan- 
tially, becaufe he is the fame yefterday, to-day, and 
for ever. Therefore, work of a different kind 
fhews forth but a falfe Chrift. 

5. Hence fee, if- it be fo needful to know 
and believe this zmmutability of Chrift, e{pecially 
in fhaking times, when faith is engendered by 
new and falfe doctrine, what need there is, at 
this very day, to be eftablifhed in the faith of 
this truth, that Jefus Chrift is the Jame yeflerday, 
to-day, and for ever, At this day the faith of 
many is endangered, and diverfe and ftrange 
doctrines are appearing on the field. Many 
errors have been broached in our day, fuch as 
thofe of Arians, Deifts, Arminians, Socinians, 
Pelagians, &c. But never, I think, did Satan 
appear as an angel of light, fo evidently, asina 
delufive {pirit that is now fpreading through 
theland. But whatever glorious fhew and ap- 
pearance of religion it makes, if it can be prov- 
ed, that the language and tendency of it is, Let 
us go after other Gods, Deut. xiii. 2. If it lead 
people to‘diverfe and ftrange doctrines, and to 
anew and ftrange God, a new and ftrange 


Chrift, that ye never heard of in the Bible, then / 
the delufion and diabolical tendency of it may ~ 


appear; fo as all ought to beware of being 


carried about with fuch ftrange do¢trines, that. 


ftand fo directly oppofite to him who is the fame 
yefterday, to-day, and for ever. Here, according 
to the view I have of that matter, I fhall fhew 
you, in eight or ten particulars, what another 
God, and what another Chrift is appearing in 
the delufive {pirit of this time, (brought in by 
the inftrumentality of the foreigner +,of whom 
we had once fome grounds for very favoura- 
ble thoughts and expectations, till we under- 
ftood him more fully, and found him in feve- 
ral ref{pects, a ftranger to our God, and fetting 
up another God.) Why! 
(1.) Our God is, according to Pfal. cxxvi. 3. 
a God that hath done great things for us, and par- 
ticularly by calling us to and working for us, 
a glorious work of reformation, bringing us out 
of antichriftian Babylon, and helping us to 
make a happy feceflion from the church of 
Rome; forthe defence of which glorious reforma- 
tion, we now own our feceffion from fuch as are 


razing it, But the delufive {pirit of the times ~ 


* We had occafion formerly, p..158, 159, 174. to lay open what our Author here, and in what follows, alludes unto, By the 
fime this fermon was preached the matter was become ferious; the noife of it had fpread abroad, both far and near. The promoters 
and oppofers of this work had taken the field : and if human teftimonies and popular approbation, were admitted fufficient evidences to 


fapport a fupernatural work of the Spirit, this doubtlefs would have been a genuine work of God. 


A human work needs to be fup= 


ported by a human teftimony; but a divine work carriesits own evidence along with it, and requires nothing lefs than a divine tefti- 
mony. Mighty ftretches were made by the promoters of this extraordinary work, to prove its authenticity ; Narratives of its extraor- 
dinary quality were given; 4tte/fations of its genuine nature were publifhed, &c. And in defending the bedily agitations, -and vifionary 
reprefentations, with which this work was attended, the favourers of it were left to vent, and afterwards to defend, fome very ftrange 


_ pofitions ; fuch as, ‘* That we cannot think upon any thing invifible, without fome degree of imagination; that images of {piritual 


) «© things muft be reprefented to our fancy; that we can have no thought of God, or Chrift, without fome vifionary form, or fhape, 
** reprefented to the imagination; that imaginary ideas of Chrift, as man, are confiftent with faving faith,” &c.—If the reader incline to fee: 
thefe, and many other abfurd propofitions refuted, and the whole nature of this work laid fully open, and the arguments adduced to 
fupport it, unhinged, he may confult Mr. Fisner’s Review of that extraordinary work, and our .4uthor’s elaborate Treatife, intitled, 


™“. 


FarrH No Fancy; or, a Treatife of mental Images, 


_ + The perfon intended here, can be no other than Mr. Whitfield, who was the principal promoter of this ftrange work, 
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leads people to another God, a new God, that 
 iscalling us of from this reformation-work, and 
all contending or witnefling for it, and would 
have it tumbled down as a Babel building. 
_ (2.) Our God is a God that invefted Curist 
with the government of the church, that hath put 
the government upon his fhoulders, and anointed him 
King im Zion, Pfal. 11, 6.; and made him head of 
the body, the church vifible on earth, as well as 
invifible. But the new God, that now appears, 
is a God that robs Chri? of his goverment in the 
vifible church, and feeks to deftroy the antient 
order and difcipline thereof. . But, with relati- 
on to this, 
- -(3.) Our God is.a God that planted a hedge a- 
bout his vineyard, Ua. v. 2. and fenced it with a 
hedge of government, and walls of difcipline. 
But the new God, that appears in the flrange 
doétrine that is a-fpreading, is for pulling down 
the hedge. The prefent delufive {pirit is the 
inftrument of God’s wrath againft a barren a- 
poftate church, by which God is faying, as 
wer. 5. And now, go to, I will tell you what J will 
do tomy vineyard; I will take away the hedges thereof, 
and it hall be eaten up ; Iwill break down the walls 
_ ‘thereof, and it fall be trodden down ; and I will lay 
at wafte, &c. God fays this wrathfully, in his 
indignation: but the delufive {pirit fays. it doc- 
trinally, and by way of approbation, making 
the fin of fuch as pull down thefe hedges to be 
but a fmall matter, and what the Lord’s peo- 
ple have little reafon to be concerned about, 
being none of thei fins, or among the leaf of them, 
‘as fome exprefs it. 
‘wakened and humbled foul will fee, and fuf- 
pect itfelf to be the Achan:that troubles the 
camp, and provokes God to,leave minifters and 
judicatories to fpoil his vineyard... 
» (4.) Our God is\a God that calls us, Song ii. 
415. to take the foxes, (the great ones, and even) 
ithe little foxes that fpoil the vines; for our vines have 
tender grapes. "To take and try thofe that fay they are 
-apoftles, and are not, and to find them hars, Rev. 11.2.3 
to refute and'reject them: a God that fays, A 
heretic, after the firft. and fecond: admonition, reject. 
- But the new and different God, that the flrange 
doétrine of the times.brings in, is a God that 
cries-up a boundle/s toleration of all fects, and a li- 
berty of confcience to, and communion with 
all forts of heretics, efpecially if they have but 
-the denomination of Chriftians. ee 
(5.) Our God is a God that hates covenant- 
breaking and perjury; and who, after he. hath 
-publifhed to us his covenant of grace and, mer- 
cy, warrants;us to fhew our gratitude. unto 
him by a covenant of duty and fervice, whe- 
ther perfonal or natural. Ifa perfon vow his 
‘fervice to the Lord,.as David did, faying, J have 
Jworn, and will perform it, that Iwill keep thy righ- 
teous judgments... God hates his breaking of that 
vow, faying, Jf.any man draw back, my, Joul fhall 
‘have no pleafuresin him. 1€ a-church or nation 
-vow and {wear that they, will.ferve the Lord, 
-and cleave unto,him,,as Ifrael did, Deut, xxix. 
12, 24,25. God hates apoftafy.from fuch,a fo- 
-lemn profeffion, and threatens,a /word to avenge 
the quarrel of bis covenant. ;Butjt isa new anda 
ftrange God that feeks to have the moff solemn. co- 
venants broken, and thinks nothing of inyolving 


the land in national: perjury.:, but, if our God be | ) rl 
_affurance that all is well. 


the fame to-day, yeflerday, and for ever, he is the 
fame God that: he.was,this. time hundred 

-years, when he fignified his acceptance.in our 
covenanting days, by a remarkable. out-pour- 
~ Vou. IL. a 
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Whereas, every deeply a-. 
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ing of his Spirit, and the fame Spirit will not 
feal contraries. 

(6.) Our Lord, who is the fame yefferday, to-day, 
and for ever, leads his people, that are converted, 
to an e/poufing of, and an effabli/hment in the pre- 
Jent truth, 2 Pet. i. 12,3; and to the keeping the 
word of his patience, and the teftimony of the 
time; and to an oppofition to the defe¢tions 
and corruptions of the time: fee Rey. ii. ro. 
2 John ver. 8, 10,11. But we hear the. new 
and ftrange way, that the delufive {pirit of the 
times leads the converts unto, iseven thegreate/f 
averfion from, and. oppofition to the teftimony of the 
time: and to that which hath been the word of 
Chrift’s patience, given to us in this land fince 
our reforming days. A vile reproach is indeed 
caft upon us, as if we would allow none to be 
true converts, but thofe that follow us; nor 
nothing to be the work of God, but what is 
wrought amongft us; nor none to be true 
Chriftians, but fuch as join in with (what they 
call) our Teftimony. Meantime, I know no 
teftimony we have, but what is for and in fa- 
vours of that work of Reformation, which the 
Lord’s people:in Scotland have this hundred 
years been calling the work of God; and if 
this prefent work, whichis called alfo the work 
of God be ftanding in oppofition to that work 
of God, then furely we may fay, that old work 
and this new work cannot both be the work of 
God. 

(7.) Our God and Chrift, that we have been 
acquainted with by the word, leads us to dif- 
countenance thofe minifters who run without being fent, 
and that are evidently erroneous: he calls us 
to. beware of their leaven; and to ceafe from hearing 
them, Prov.-xix..27.; and to mark them that 
bear down the work, of God, and carry on the 
defections of the day, and walk diforderly. 
But the falfe fpirit of the day leads people to 
favour and own them as much, if not more, 
than even thofe that are contending for the faith. 

(8.) The true, Chrift is a Chrift whofe voice 
was not heard in the fireets, ma noify manner, and 
whofe kingdom comes not with obfervation, outward 
fhew, oroftentation. But thenew Chrift, now 
upon the field, is with fuch a nove, that all the 
fuppofed convictions and converfions are in- 
ftantly known, and noifed abroad, as if fome 
outward motion were among the true marks of in- 
ward conviction; andas if heart-converfion to 
God were become as vifible and evident to men, 
ina moment, as different poftures and geftures 


_of ther body. are to the eyes of men. Alas! 


what delufions are thefe, if this be the cafe! 

. (9.) The true Chrift is he that comes in the 
fill, calm voice of the gofpel, which alone is the 
power of God to falvation and. converfion, while 
therein is revealed the rightcoufne/s of God from faith 
to faith, Rom. i. 16,17. But the new Chrift, the 


falfe Chrift of our day, appears, as it were, in 


a whirlwind, driving poor. people out of their 
wits and fenfes, beating down their bodies with 
pains and convulfions, diftempers and diftracti- 


_ons, and then rounding into their ear fome 


fudden comfort; for he that, as an angel of 
darknefs, frighted and terrified them, can as 
foon,.asan angel of light, flatter and befool 
them, even with, falfe-applied fcriptures, to 
chear up their fpirits, and cherifh their delufive 
(10,) The true God is a God of order. The true 
Spirit of Chrift is an orderly Spirit, teaching 
us, by his /ent fervants, and faying, How can they 
oo: Se preach, 
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preach, except they be fent? Rom. x.15. But the 
new God, the new Chrift, the new Spirit that 
is {preading, ftirs up private perfons; yea, even 
young boys, to preach, exhort, and expound {crip- 
ture publickly, and fo to proftitute the facred 
office of the miniftry; and, fo far as the devil 
gets leave, would make void and unneceflary, 
that regular call and minifterial miffion that 
God hath appointed in his word, declaring, 
that no man taketh this honour unto him/felf, but be 
that was called of God, as was Aaron, Heb. v. 4. 

Other particulars might be added ; but thefe 
are fufficient to fhew, that the delufive Spirit, 
that is now-a-days going abroad, and {pread- 
ing through the whole land, is leading people 
to another God, another Chrift, than we or our 
fathers worfhipped, and not the fame Godand 
the fame Chrift that we and they learned, from 
the fcriptures, to worfhip and ferve. The temp- 
tations of the day lead men, they fay, to Chritt ; 
but it is to another Chrift, or elfe (which is blaf- 
phemy to fuppofe) to think that Chrift was a- 
nother thing than he was, another perfon, a- 
nother Saviour, another fort of a Lord and 
King than he was of old. But the beft antidote 
againft fuch falfe Chrifts, and ftrange doctrines, 
is the faith of our text, Fe/us Chrift, the fame yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever. People have need there- 
fore to continue in the faith as they have been taught, 
Col. ii.7.; and to remember the advice Paul 
gives to Timothy, 2 Tim. il. 12,13,14. But evil 
men and feducers /hall wax worfe and worfe, decerv- 
ing and being decerved: but continue thou im the things 
which thou haft learned, and haft been affured of, 
and knowing of whom thou haft learned them. And 
the advice given, 2 John ver. 8. Look to your/elves, 
that we lofe not thofe things which we have wrought ; 
or, as it may be read, which ye have gained. _ 

6. Hence fee, in the fixth place, how valuable 
the truth ought.to be unto us, fince the view of 
Chrift, as the /ame yefterday, to-day, and for ever, 
is given us as an antidote againft all error, and 
and againtt being carried about with diverfe and 
Jtrange doctrines. When we are like children, 
running here and there, toffed to and fro with 
every wind of doctrine, and carried about ‘there- 
with, we forget that Chrift is the Jame yefferday, 
to-day, and for ever. We ought to be eftablifhed 
in the faith of the truth, in the faith ofall 
{cripture-truth, becaufe the word of the Lord en- 
dures for ever. But, more particularly, 

(1.) In the faith of the pre/ent truth. The 
prefent truth in the apoftles time, was the truth 
of Chrift’s being come in the flefh ; for that was the 
truth then moft ‘controverted; and if a man 
brought not: that truth along with him, he 
was reckoned a deceiver and Antichrift, even 
though he fhould have preached never fomany 
excellent truths, that were not then contro- 
‘verted, 2 John ver. 7, 10. For many deceivers are 
entered into the world, who coufe/s not that Fefus 
Chrift 1s come in the flefh: this isa deceiver and an 
antichrift. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this-doctrine, recerve him not into your houfe, neither 

bid him, God fpeed. The prefent truth, in‘ our 


time, is the truth thar is ‘oppofed and contro- 
verted in our time: if aman be not faithful to 
that, he will never be faithful in his genera- 
tion; yea, if a man come and preach never fo 
many excellent truths, that are not controvert- 
ed, he.is but a deceiver and an antichrift, if he 
bring not the prefent truth, that the devil and 
the world are contradicting and oppofing: but 
if, inftead of bringing the prefent truth, fuch 
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as that of Chrif’s bead/bip and government in Zion, } 
he fhall bring the very oppofite, and be a con-~ 
tradi¢tor and oppofer of the prefent truth, then 
we are to look upon him as an antichrift and 
a deceiver, with a witnefs. . 
(2.) We ought to be eftablithed in the faith 
of the leaf truth, if any truth can be called /- 
tle truth; the fmalleft we can think of is an in- 
valuable 'treafure. Little truths are like the 
little pinnings of a wall, they are as neceflary 
as the great ftones; for, take away the little 
pinnings, and you loofe and diflolve the whole 
building. There is a clofe connexion between 
every truth; they are linked and chained to- 
gether; and you cannot loofe one link, but 
you break the chain.. They who are not zeal- 
oufly concerned for the leaft truth, will have 
no zeal for any truth at all; if they be unfaith- 
ful in a little, they will be unfaithful in much. 
7. If Chrift, and his truth, be the Jame yefer- 
day, to-day, and for ever ; then fee how highly re- 
proveable they are, that are not the fame menthey 
were, with reference to all the prefent truths of 
the times. Some that have made as fplendid 
a profeffion of cleaving to all the reformation- 
principles of this church, that we in this land 
are folemnly fworn to maintain, they are not 
now of the fame mind; they havenot the fame 
fentiments, the fame profeflion, the fame fa- 
vour to the truth, that they had. Why, what 
can be thereafon? It may be faid, That either 
they have gone out from us, becaufée they were not of 
us, I John ii. 19,3 or, they have forgotten that 
Chrift is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. The 
devil hath put another Bible in their hand, 
and fo another Chrift in their» head. But let 
old truths, Sirs, be highly valued, and not 
thrown afide for new appearances: for, the 
good old way is the new and hving way; and the 
old and new way is the everlafting way. What 
was truth formerly, is truth prefently, and 
will be truth perpetually; for Chri is the fame 
yefterday, to-day, and for ever. But let none be 
ftumbled at the truth, though they fhould fee 
tall cedars falling into error; for, the Spirit 


Jpeaketh exprefly, that, im the latter days, fome fhall 


depart from the faith, giving heed to feducing /pirits, 
and doctrines of devils, 1 Tim.iv.1. Therefore 
be not foon fhaken in ‘your minds, by what- 
ever fpirit, word, or letter. . 
8. If Chrift be ftill the fame, then the fol- 
lowers of Chrift fhould ftudy a /amene/s among/t 
themfelves, fuch as is recommended and enjoin- 


‘ed, 1 Cor. i. 10. Phil. ii, 2. iv. 2." There ought 


to be an identity and famenefs amongft all the 


‘friends of that Jefus,; who ‘is ‘the /ame yeflerday, 


to-day, and for ever. Why, all true believers have 


‘the fame fpiritual meat and drink; for they did 
all eat-the Jame /piritual meat, and drink the fame fpi- 


ritual drink ; ‘for they drank of that Spiritual rock that : 


followed thtm, and that rock was Chri, 1 Coro x. 


3,4. They have-all the fame Spirit, and the 
fame anointing that. teaches all things. “There 
are diverfities of gifts, and degrees of graces, but 
the /ame Spirit ; and they are faid'to have all the 


Jame Spirit of faith, 2 Cor. iv. r3.;and fhould, as 


members of Chrift, have the fame care one of 
aibthes. Tih ee Re Oe coo! 105 DO aaa 
9. If Chrift be ‘the fame to-day, as well. as 


yefterday, the fame prefently as he was former- 


ly; ‘then let him be your. prefent choice, your 
prefent portion, your prefent help in trouble, 
your prefent refting place; ‘and fee your pre/ent 
duty towards him, to-glorify him on earth, by 
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witneiling for him, and confefling him before 


/ @ the world, Why hath he had witnelles for 


his name in all ages, and fome at this day, 
and will have fome in generations to come? 
Becaufe he is the Jame yefferday, to-day, and for e+ 
ver. O Sirs, ftudy you to be ftanding witnef- 
fes for this zmmutable Fefus. 

10. If he be the fame for ever, as well as ye/fer- 
day and to-day ; then fee ground for faith and hope 
Sor the future, Owhat ground of comfortis here 
to believers, againft all future changes, that 
Chrift is unchangeably the fame. You may 


not only /ook back, believer, and reflect upon ’ 


fuch and fuch a Bethel-vifit he made you: what- 


— ever changes have befallen you fince that time, 


: 
~ 


yet you may be fure he is the God of Bethel; he 


is the fame at your worft, that you found him ° 


at your beft: but you may /ook forward, and be 
fure that he will be the fame for ever. , And 
_as there is no alteration in Chrift’s heart or dif- 
pofition in heaven, from what’ he had upon 
earth; Eph. iv. 10. He that defcended, is the fame 


alfo that afcended up far above all heavens, that he 


might fill all things ; fo his mind will be for ever 
the fame. Fear not future events, whatever 
is tocome. His name is, Which was, and is, 


_qnd.is to\come. Is death to come? fo is Chritt. 


Is judgment to come? fo is Chrift. Is eternity 


' tocome? fo is Chrift. Happy to all eternity 
is the believer in Chrift; for, he is the fame ye/~ 


terday, to-day, and for ever. The promifes of the 
covenant ftand faft in him, who is always the 
fame. It was made in him before the world, 
and will be eftablifhed for ever. 
_ 11. See matter of dread and terror to all the 
defpifers of Chrift, and his caufe and truth. He 
that is the-fame for ever in his’ promife to be- 


_ lievers,' is the fame for ever in his threatening 


to unbelievers. He that is the fame yefterday, to- 


NF edayy and for ever, hath faid, He that believeth not 


— fhall be damned: Behold, ye difpifers, wonder and 


/ wrath, like himfelf, the fame for ever. 


peri/b. The fame Jefus that died at Jerufalem, 
and is publifhed in this gofpel, is to come a- 
gain to judgment: Ye men of Galilee, why fland 


«ye gazing up unto heaven? ead Fefus, which 


; Gs taken. up from you into heaven, fhe 
— manner'as ye have feen him go into heaven, Acts i. 11. 


hall fo come in like 


His immutable word of truth hath certified 
youreverlafting ruin. The irrevocable fentence 
will pafs againft you, Depart from me, ye curfed, 
into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels. And the wrath of the’ eternal God, and 
the immutable Jefus, will not be for a day, but 


12, Hence fee an’evidence of true and faving 


faith. cis a faith of the fame fort with the 
_ faith of the redeemed in former ages; the 


fame with the faith of thofe that are away to 
", Whofe faith follow, confidering the end of their 
‘alpgeuincas aca words immediately pre- 
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petually the fame to endear your heart to him; 
his brightnefs always the fame, to difplay the 
glory of God. And here is the relief that 
faith hath amidft all fears and faintings, He is 
God, and changes not, therefore you are not confumed. 
fle 1s the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever.—Is 
this the faith you have? Indeed the more you 


live by faith upon his immutability, the more 


immutable and immoveable will you be: They 
that truft wm the Lord fhall be like mount Zion, that 
cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. Itisa firm 
faith that ftands here. 


In a word, here is a foundation for the faith 


»and hope of all the finners who hear this gofpel, 
cand would be faved from the wrath of him 
‘that lives forever and ever; and would with to 


be bleffled and happy in him for ever. Ocome to 
him before you go away from this place. He 
is the beft match, for time and eternity, that 
ever you heard tell of; and every word in the 
text is an argument and encouragement to 
come to him. 

1. He isa Fefus, a Saviour, to fave you from 
your fins, and from the wrath to come he is 
able to fave you. And this name 7e/us imports 
an an{wer to all objections you can make by 
unbelief, your finfulnefs, guiltinefs, deadnefs, 
ftupidnefs, or be what it will that troubles 
you; if you will be faved from all thefe evils, 
a Fefus is offered toyou. O Sirs, will you have 
him! 

2. Confider he is Chri, anointed of God to 
fave, having his Father's commiffion; he comes 
in his Father’s name and authority ; Aim hath 
God the Father fealed. | 

3. He is Jefus Chrift the fame; he is immu- 
table and unchangeable. Many changes pafs 
over you, and many finful changes always to 


the worfe; and the laft change, by death, is at 


hand. Would you be fecuredin an unchange- 
able Saviour, fixed upon a rock that is immu- 
table? O Sirs, here it is! 

4. He is the fame yeferday, the fame from 
eternity, being /et up from everlafting ; the fame 
from the beginning of time; the Lamb flain from 
the foundation of the world; the fame Jefus that 
was promifed immediately after the fall; the 
fame Jefus that, in the fulnefs of time, affum- 
ed our nature, and was made of a woman, made 
under the law; the fame Jefus Chrift that died 


at Jerufalem, and rofe again, and afcended to — 


heaven; the fame Jefus that was the object of 
the faith of all the Old or New-Teitament faints 
that are now in glory, and have believed in 
him to everlafting 

object of your faith. 


life; and therefore the fit . 
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FAITHFULNESS 


lafting Father, and an unalterable friend. He 
will be the fame to you that he hath been, and 
will be to all that evercame tohim. He will 
be your everlafting righteoufnefs, everlafting 
ftrength, everlafting light, everlafting life, and 
everlafting all. Neither death, judgment, nor 
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FAITHFULNESS unto Deatu, crowned with eternal Life.* 


REv. ii. 10. —Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 2] Ath os i 


heaven to the church of Smyrna; 
wherein Chrift forewarns and fore- 
arms her, againft further troubles, befides 
what are mentioned in the preceeding verfe, 
and exorts her not to fear, but to be faithful. 
More particularly, in the verfe we have thefe 
four things obfervable, 1. A general warning 
about approaching trouble, and things they 
were to fuffer. 2. A particular de/cription of 
what they were to fuffer; Behold, the devil fhall 
caft fome of you into prifon, that ye may be tried, and 
ye fhall have tribulation ten days. 3. Their duty, 
not to fear, but to be faithful. 4. The ample en- 
couragement here promifed, Jwill give thee a crown 


of life. 


H’ RE is part of the epiftle written from 


if, A general warning about trouble, called, . 


Thefe things they were to fuffer... What troubles 
the church of Smyrna were under before, you 
may fee from ver. 9. J know thy works and tribu- 
lation, and poverty, but thou art rich, and I know the 
blafphemy of them which fay they are Jews, and are 
not, but are the /ynogogue of Satan, But more trials 
were yet abiding her. Hence learn, The fuffer- 


ings of God’s people are not foon brought to 


an end; but, when they have drunk deep in 
one cup of aifliction, they have more to drink: 
change of crofles is fome times all their re- 


_frefhment, as it was with Job, chapter i. when 


one meflenger backed another; fo with David, 


er 


a 


here 
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eternity, will make a change upon him. No- 


change in your lot or frame afterwards {hall 
ever make him alter his mind, or his love to- 
wards you. You will be happy for ever, be- 
caufe he is the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. 
May the Lord draw you to him. . - i 


‘ 


* 


\ 


ON 


ir 


1 


He fall caft fome of ‘you into prifon. r ‘The endand 
defign of it, that-ye may be tried, 


1, The zntimation or notification of it, with a be- 
hold ; {hewing, that it was a certain and ferious 
matter. ; 
God’s people ought to. be obferved; and all the 


particular circumftances of their trialfhould be — 
noticed; becaufe, every circumftance thereof, 


relating either to the inftrument, time, place, 
kind, and continuance, are ordered of the Lord; 


and we ought to behold God therein: Js there. 


evil in the city, and I have not done it, faith the Lord? 
We ought to obferve every circumftance both 


of mercies and crofles that the Lord orders; 
Whofois wife, and will obferve théfe things, even he 


Shall underftand the loving-kindnefs of the Lord. 


2. The infrument of it, the devil, Crofles, when 
finfully inflicted, by the hands of men,Satan has 


the chief hand therein; for, he aéts in other 


inftruments: He works in the children of difobedi-~ 


ence, and efpecially in the matter of perfecuti- 
on. Satan tempts them, in a f{pecial manner, 
as he tempted Judas: the armies againft the 
Lamb are raifed by the devil. | If there be any 


here that oppofe and perfecute God’s people, 


they may look upon themfelves as driven by 


the devil, and acted by Satan: and, Ah!..what — 


a{hameit is to be the devil’s flaves and drudges! 
If youknew, you. would think fhame of your 


employment: the Lord’s people need think no — 


fhame of their fufferings, it is Satan that op- 
pofes them. © - Sou sia nessa 


3. The /ubject of the trial, the party fuffering; ~ 
Obferve, The Lord does not call — 


Some of yous 


” 


Hence learn, The particular trials of — 


forth all his people equally to fuffer; nor will 


he tell them, in particular, who are to fuffer, 


whether they be the perfons or not; for, hecan 
make a warning, relating to fome, to be ufe- 


# 


their account with trials. The Lord ha 
ofing of fuch as are to fuffer for 
thefe that a 

r ul 


- 


ful to all; thatnone may think the ftorm will 
' mifs them, and that all may refolve a 
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better ufe of our liberty, left, like David, you 
be fent-to the wildernefs, and be deprived of 
goipel-liberty and privileges; and left it be 
matter of a fad challenge, that you: made no 
better ufe of liberties when you enjoyed them. 
5. The end of the fufferings, that you may be 
tried; that faith, and other graces; may be tried, 
1 Pet. i. 7. Hence learn, The Lord difpofes his 
people’s fufferings to his own ends. Though 
Satan has a chief hand in them, yet the Lord 
--over-rules all as he fees fit; he makes the wrath 
of men and:-devils to praife him. Thus he 
-over-ruled Jofeph’s fufferings to the: good of 
this brethren; and Paul’s fufferings to the fur- 
therance of the gofpel. Therefore, never look 
what troubles threaten, but look to God who 
can bring good out of them, and-can make 


_ darknefs light, and death life: .if syou..were | 


thus looking to God, greattrouble would give 
little annoyance. Hence alfo learn, That trials 
are fent to the Lord’s people to make proof of 
their’graces: therefore, look on trials 'as occa- 
fions to evidence your graces.. There.are two 
furnaces of a believer’s graces for trying them: 
‘tthe One is, examination; the other is, afflicti- 
on: if the firft be neglected, the Lord will fet 
up the other... Nr b e 
6. The continuance of the trouble, you fhall 
have it ten days; importing,a fhorttime. _Hence 
learn, That the afflictions of God’s children, are 
bounded and limited of .the Lord: Ifrael, mutt 
come out of Egypt when the time of their bon- 
dage is expired... God is,at. the helm.in the 
time of the ftorm; and-we may. fleep quiet, 
becaufe he awakes. .Again, we may here ob- 
ferve, how the Spirit of God, would. have us 
counting the time of trouble, not by years, nor 
by months, but by days. . They are called: fome- 
times but an Aour, fometimes but a /hort moment. 
Art thou under a crofs?..Reckon it. but from 
day to day; and that will make a long trouble 
feem fhort. Time is but days; and days, 
hours; and hours, moments;.and how {mall 
is that when compared with the eternal crown 
of glory? Make not your time eternity ;- but, 
be numbering your days, and applying your hearts unto 
wifdoms 
3dly, The next thing-in the words is, the du- 
ty, namely, fear not, but be faithful. Where we 
may obferve two things, | 
1. What we fhould not d, namely, fear not; 
Fear none of thefe things which. thou fhalt fuffer. 
- Hence learn, that flavifh fear is to be avoided 
by all thefe that would ftand up for -Chrift. 
Many acallis given to the children of God not 
to fear, Fear not litile flock; Fear not-2vorm ‘facob ; 
for Lam with thee: and accordingly many of the 
faints have got above all their fears, faying, J 
will fear no evil, for thou art with. me:, Wherefore 
Should I fear in the day of evil, even when the iniquity 
of my heels may compafs me about: None of thefe things 
* move me, faid Paul, {peaking of his fufferings: 
he got above all fears. Slavifh fear has. three 
great evils in it. ag ee ee 
~ (4.) It apprehends crofés and hard/hips even 
when there is none in reality; Who art thou, 
that thou fhouldft be afraid of a man that /hall die, and 
of the fon of man which fhall be made.as grafs? And 
forgetteft the Lord thy maker, that hath ftretched forth 
the beavens, and laid the foundations of the earth? 
and haft feared continually every day, becaufe.of the 
fury of the oppreffor, as if he were ready to. defiray ? 
_ and where is the fury of the oppreffor? Wa. li.-12, 13. 
- (2.) When troubles are real, it maguiies them, 
«VoL. Il. dice 23 
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and points them qut in the mcft difheartening 
and difcouraging’ colours imaginable. This 
makes the crofs terrible, when fear gets leave 
to paint it in the blackeft colour: whereas, 
when faith looks upon the crofs, it extenuates 
it, and fays, they. are heht afflictions ; they are but 
for a moment, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

(3:) This fear flays a man firft, and then the 
laft trouble will-42// him.outright. The devil 
fends faithlefs fear firft and foremoft, andthen 
brings up his army. No. trouble has. been 
found to be deadly to God’s people till firtt fla- 
vifh fear,has killed, wounded, and weakened 
them. Therefore, our Lord cautions againtt 
this killing enemy, flavifh fear; “Fear none of 
thefe things which thou [halt fuffer—Thus we have 
athint at what we fhould zo¢ do. 

2.. What we fhould do, viz. be faithful; Fear 
not, but be faithful. From the-connexion between. 
thefe two we may learn, — ie 

(1.) That flavifh fear is to be checked and 

guarded againft in evil times, becaufe it has great 
‘influence to'draw us from our duty. If Wwe 
would. be faithful, we need to be aware of 
faithlefs fears, Heb. xiij12,.13. A frighted 
man is already halting, and may be foon turn- 
ed out of the way. Satan makes men ‘firft to 
fear; and then to-be unfaithful: and hence 
faithlefs fear of trouble and .danger,. in the 
good way of the Lord, ufually ends in apofta- 
fy. Therefore, we need to be aware of it as an 
enemy to all duty. 

(2) Learn, that in the difcharge of our duty, 
and.in the whole courfe of a Chriftian, there 
is no greater burden lies upon him, than juft 
‘to bein the way. of duty. Thus. Chrift here ad- 
vertifes his people, faying, There are fufferings 
coming upon you; but take you no other 
thought or care upon you; but,only how to be 
faithful and, upright; for, as to the troubles 
and fufferings, how they {hall be ordered to 
right ends, and what fhall be the kind, and 
meafure, anddegree, and length, or duration 
of them, trouble-not yourfelyes.therewith, but 
leave all that to me: I will take the care and 
burden of all that; and I put no other burden 
upon you, but juft that you wait faithfully 
upon mé, as. he fays to the church of Thyatira 
here, ver.24, 25. f-will put upon you no othér-bur- 

den; but that which, you have already, hold faft.till I 
comé.;. We have nothing to fear, if we be but 
helped to be faithful: whatever we are ready 
to. fear, it is God’s part to take care of that; but 

it;is.,our partto ftudy what is our prefent duty. 
But, alas! we are ready to take God’s part up- 
on us, like the fons of Zeruiah, we are ready 
to take too much upon us, by our finful fears and 
cares about events and fufferings, and fo to af- 
ume a fovereignty to ourfelves.. But, indeed, 
to fit down on. his throne would foon undo us; 
the burden would foon break our backs: but 
God injoins us tobe careful FOR NOTHING, but | 
caft all our cares on him whocareth for us. And we 
put ourfelves. to much needlefs trouble, if we 
take the burden of care upon our own backs, 
which we ought to cait upon the Lord, and 
which alone belongs to him to bear: who al- 
lows us to take no other care, no other burden 
upon us,-but-how, through his grace, -to'b 

faithful in his fervice, and faithful unto death, 

-4thiy, The fourth general in the words.is: the 
encouragement, ViZ.'{ will give-thee a crown of life, 
This is. annexed efpecially to the duty of faithe 

fulnefs in Chrift Jefus; itis annexed to it ina 


Aa way 
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way of free grace, reigning through the righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift unto eternal life. Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life. 

be which words we have thefe four things 
obfervable, 1. The duty injoined, namely, to 
be faithful. 2. The term how long, viz. untodeath, 
3. The glorious iffue of this fidelity, namely, the 
crown of life. 4. The gracious conveyance of this 
crown, I wiLu Give it thee; Be thou faithful un- 
to death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

I fhall endeavour a fhort explication of thefe 

in the profecution of the following do¢trine. 


OsseRv. That to thee who are faithful unto death, 
Chrift is to give a crown of life. 


The obfervation is much the fame with the 
words of the text; and, in fpeaking to it, I 
propofe to do only thefe three things. 


I..To explain the propofition. 
If. To confirm the truth of the do¢trine. 
IIE. To make application of the whole fubject. 


I. We are to offer fomething for exphcation. 
And here are four things to be enquired into. 

1. What it is to be faithful. 2. What is im- 
ported in being faithful unto death, 3. What we 
are to underftand by the crown of life. 4. What 
by Chrift’s giving it. 

iff, What it is to be faithful? We find fidelity 
is a duty much commended in fcripture, and 
frequently called for at his people’s hands; and 
it is of thefree mercy of God that any are en- 
abled to it. Paul {peaks of himfelf, 1 Cor. vii. 
25. as one that has obtained mercy of the Lord to 
be faithful. It was the Lord’s commendation of 
Mofes, that he was faithful in all his houfe, Num. 
xii. 7.. The perfection of this faithfulnefs was 
to be found, indeed, only in Chrift, who was 

faithful to him, who appointed him, Heb. iii. 2. even 
as Mofes, (a type of Chrift,) was faithful in all bis 
houfe. 1 fhall mention four things required 
unto faithfulnefs. 

1. It is neceflary to make a man faithful 
that he have much faith in God; for, the fame 
word that is rendered faithful, is alfo rendered 
a beheving man, John xx. 27. Be not faithle/s but 
believing. \t is the fame word with this in the 

-text here, called faithful, Eph. i. 4. To the faith- 
ful in Chrift Fefus ; that is, to the beheving people 
in Chrift Jefus: and, indeed, without faith in 
Chrift, there is no faithfulnefs to God. He that 
would be faithful in doing and fuffering, has 
great need of much faith in God. See, to this 
purpofe, 1 Tim. iv. 10. For therefore we both la- 
bour and fuffer reproach, becaufe we truft in the hving 
God. The doing and fuffering Chriftian, that 
is faithful both in his active and paffive obe- 
dience, is he that trufts in the living God. An 
unbeliever may have morality, but hath no 
fidelity; and hence is that fweet conjunction 
of holding faith, and a good conference, 1 Tim. i. 19. 
Agood confcience will ftand on no other ground 
but that of true faith; and true faith will ly 
upon no other bed but a good confcience. 
Hence, 

2. Itis requifite to make a man faithful, that 
he has goodne/s; therefore, as faith and faith- 
fulnefs are conjoined, fo goodnefs and faith- 
fulnefs; Well done, thou good and faithful Jervant, 
Mat. xxv. 21. And, I think, the goodnefs here 


refpects the ftate and condition; and faithful- - 


nefs refpects the way and converfation: for, 
when God calls people to “be judged, he firft 
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judges every man according to his fate, and then 
every man according to his work: they are firft 
judged according to their flate, whether they 
be good trees in Chrift, before they be judged 
according to their works, whether they have 
brought forth fruit: and, no doubt, if they be 
good as to their ftate in Chrift, they will be 
faithful and fruitful, according to their mea- 
fure. The procedure of the Judge‘at the latt 
day, is, firft to judge men according to their 
ftate, before ever any word be faid about their 
works; for, the fheep are to be fet on the right- 
hand, and the goats on the left, before any 
fentence be pafled, or any verdi& given about 
their actions: that is, it is firft judged:whether 
they be good or bad, in a good or bad ftate, in 
the firft or fecond Adam, under the covenant 
of works or of grace; and, to the faithful in 
Chrift, their goodnefs will be proclaimed, be- 
caufe of their union to Chrift ; and their faith- 
fulnefs will evidence it. 

3. It is requifite to makea man faithful, that 
he has wifdom; Who then is a faithful and wife fer- 
vant, whom his ‘lord hath made ruler over bis houf- 
hold, to give them meat in due feafon? Bleffed is that 
Servant, whom his Lord when he cometh, fhall find fo 
domg, Mat. xxiv. 45, 46. This is not only requi- 
fite in minifters, their difpenfing the bread of 
life; but alfo in people, that they be w/e as fer- 
pents, and harmlefs as doves; and we are to under- 
Jftand the times, and what I/rael ought to do: this is 
the wifdom that is from above: and therefore, if 
any man lack this wifdom, let him afk it of God, for 
it muft come from'the Lord immediately, Jam. 
i. 7. Confider what I fay, and the Lord give thee un- 
derftanding in all things, 2 Tim. 11.7. The wife 
are the faithful. oe = 

4. It is requifite to make a man faithful, that 
he be ¢rufly. And this truftinefs has a refpect 
to three things, viz. both to what is {poken by 
him, and what is committed to him, and to 
whom he is concerned with: re 

[1.] To what is /poken by bum, or to what he 


fays.. The trufty man, is one whofe words we . 


may depend upon, and that verifies his words 
by his deeds ; and, as in religion, the faithful 


man is he that makes good by his practice, what . 


he fays by profeffion; and, on the contrary, 
they are unfaithful that are not as good as their 
word, like thefe, Tit. i. 16. who profe/s that they 
know God, but in works deny him, being abominable, 
and difobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. 
Thus the apoftle Paul taxes the Galatians, that 
they were not /o good as their word, Gal. iv.14,15. 
[2.] Truftinefs has a refpect to what is com- 
mitted toa man. He is a trufty man that keeps 
that which is committed unto him, or what 
he is intrufted with; fo, in a fpiritual fenfe, 
he is a faithful man who keeps what God has 
intrufted him with. — . 
Quest. What is that wherewith believers are in- 
trufted, and wherein they muft be faithful? 
There are thefe four things Iname. (1.) The 


truths of God, and the purity of rehgion; that is - 


the common falvation the apoftle Jude {peaks of, 
Jude ver. 3. and that good thing the apoftle Paul 
fpeaks of, 2 Tim. i. 14. And that good thing 
which was committed to thee, by the Holy Ghoft 
which dwelleth in us. Ver. 13. Hold faft the form of 
found words which thou haf heard of me, in faith and 
love, which is in Chrift Fefus: this isa truft com- 
mitted not only to minifters, but to all God’s 
people; Phil. 1. 27. Stand ye faft im one /pirit, with 
one mind, firiving together for the faith of the Sefpel. 

: : ' This 


CROWNED 


This is what our Lord fpeaks of to feveral of 
the feven churches here, Hold \faft till I come ; 
hold faft what thou haf, that no man take thy crown. 
This is one great thing for which we mutt be 
accountable, and where we mutt be faithful. 

(2.) ‘To every Chriftian there is committeda 
certain mea/fure of gifts and graces; to fome one 
talent, to fome two, to fome-five, Mat. xxv. 15. 
Now, the man that‘ is faithful occupies with 
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them to the urmoft; lays not up his talent. 


ina napkin; and, through grace, lets not the 
coal die out; but firs up the fire of his gifts 
and graces, as Paul exhorts Timothy; by em- 
ploying all tothe glory of God, while he lives 
an this world. oY vs he ets 
(3.) To every one is committed a place and 
employment in the world, and:particular® ations 
and relations therein. Now, the faithful man 
is one that employs the power and privilege of 
his calling for God’s honour; and fo'he is a 
faithful magiftrate, a faithful minifter, a faith- 
ful head or member of a: family, behaving him- 
Self wifely, and walking within his houfe with a 
perfect heart, as David, Pfal. ci. 2. “He is faith- 
ful in every relation. gad 5 
(4.) To every one is committed a time and 
opportunity ; a particular feafon, and day that he 
is called to improve: Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of falvation. And he is a faithful 
man that redeems the time, and improves the time of 
his vifitation; that numbers his days, and applies his 
heart to wifdom; that in this the:r day~know the 
things that belong to their peace ; that underftand the 
times, and what Jfrael ought to do; that takes the 
opportunity of the prefent time, to witnefs for 
the prefent truth. _ Many, in our day, are flip- 
ping that opportunity ; and therefore God is 
eaving them ‘to be carried down with the 
ftream of the corruptions and defections of the 
time. Their apoftafy is open; and it goes on 
to fuch a height as would never have been ex- 
pected; nay, once a-day they would have 
thought, Am Ia dog, that I fhould do fuch things? 
But apoftafy wants but a beginning; and it 
ufually begins with unfaithfulnefs, in neglect- 
ing the day, the time, the opportunity of ap- 
pearing for God and his caufe. OENTS 

[3.] The faithful man is trufty to all whom 

he is concerned with: you fee to what he is faith- 
ful; and now the queftion is, Zo wHom he is 
faithful? To this the anfwer is alfo fourfold: 
He is faithful to God, to man, to himfelf, and 
to all the generations of his concern. ah 

(1.) To God; having his heart right with God, 

in oppofition to the way of hypocrites, fpoken 
of, Plalm Ixxviii. 36, 37. that flatiered him with 
their mouth, and hed to him with their tongue; for 
their beart was not right with him. Seta wicked 
man, or hypocrite, to prayer, he would afk 
- thefe things which he would not thank God 
to give him; his tongue will fay, Give, and 
his heart will fay, No: like Auguftine, before 
his’ converfion, he confeffed he would have 
prayed when his heart was faying, Non adhuc, 
Domine, “ Not yet, Lord.” But the faithful foul 
_ is one that deals ingenuoufly with God. 

(2.) He is faithful to man: not fubjecting 
himfelf to flefhly intereft; not moved from the 
way of God, by the fears or flatteries of men; 
not joining with them in a courfe of fin, wick- 
ednefs, or defection ; not running with them 
tothe fame excefs of riot; not openly joining with 
them, nor tacitely approving of them; but 
giving a plain teftimony againft their finful 
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ways, according to’that law of the Lord, Lev. 
xix. 17. Thou fhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart ; 
thou fhalt in any wife rebuke thy neighbour, and not 
Suffer fin upon him; {or, as it is in the margin, 
that thou bear not fin for him. | 

| (3.) He is faithful to him/elf; to his light, to 
his ‘confcience: herein doth he exercife him/elf, to 
keep a confcience void of offence toward God, and to- 
ward men, Acts xxiv. 16. Endeavouring to have 
the teftimony of confcience fpoken of, 2 Cor. 
i, 12. He is an unfaithful man that croffes the 
light of his own confcience, as many have done 
at this day, and God has given them up to fide 
with all the dreadful defections, and awful delufi- 
ons of the day, according to that threatening, 
Pfal. Ixxxi. 11, 12. But my people would not hearken 
unto my voice, and Ifrael would none of me. So TI gave 
them up to their own hearts luf: and they walked in 
their own counfels. The faithful man is fo faith- 
ful to himfelf; that he fearches and tries him- 
felf, and loves to be fearched and tried by God 
himfelf, Pfalm xxvi. 2. Examine me, O Lord, and 
prove me; try my rems and my heart. Pfalm cxxxix. 
23, 24. Search me,'OGod, and know my heart; try 
me, and know-my thoughts; and fee uf there be any 
wicked way in me. The man fufpects himfelf, 
becaufe he knows the deceitfulnefs of his own 
heart, and is jealous of his own heart; and 
therefore ready, with the firft, to cry, Majer, 
is it [? He judges himfelf, condemns himéfelf; 
and though he condemns fin in all men, and 
is grieved to fee fin in others; and is willing to 
witnefs againft the fins of the time he lives in; 
yet he is more fevere againft himfelf, and his 
own fin than he is againft others and their fins: 
hence abftinence from fin will not fuffice him, 
without hatred; nor hatred, without mortifi- 
cation. 

(4.) He is faithful to all the generations of his 
concern; I mean, to the generations paft, pre- 
fent, and to come.— He is faithful to the paf 
generations of his predeceffors and forefathers; if 
they have tranfmitted to us any good thing, 
and given us any good examples, conveyed to 
us any notable treafures, fuch as the pure doc- 
trine, worfhip, difcipline, and government of 
the church; found Confeflions of Faith: the 
faithful man knows he cannot be faithful to 
his forefathers, if thefe be not faithfully kept. 
If any of you have had parents, now in the 
duft, who gave you good examples, counfels, 
and inftructions, if you now neglect thefe, you 
cannot be faithful to your parents that are 
gone.—The faithful man ftudies to be faith- 
ful to the prefent generation, and to the pre/ent 
truth that is controverted in his day, that he 
may glorify God in his day; and, by his ex- 
ample, excite others about him, his family, 
and neighbourhood: fuch faithfulnefs we fee 
how it 1s commended in Abraham, Gen. xviii. 
19. Lknow him, that he will command his children, 
and his houfbold after him; and they fhall keep the 
ways of the Lord, and do juftice and judgment.— The 
faithful man ftudies thus to be faithful to the 
generation to come, by tranfmitting to them a 


faithful teftimony for God and his truth. See 


this exemplified, Pfalm Ixxviii. 3,— 8. A faith- 

ful man may thus be a blefling to pofterity. 
adly, What is imported in being faithful unto 

death. Here is the perfeverance in this duty 


‘that we are called to: and upon this there are 


thefe four things I would obferve as imported 


1. That it would contribute much to make 
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us faithful and fteady in the Lord’s way, to be 
in the view of death and mortality: therefore, 
{ays the Spirit of God, Deut. xxxi1..29. O thatthey 
were wife! that they underftoed this! that they would 
confider their latter end! What, makes, many. lo 
unfaithful in their life? Even becaufe they are fo 
unthoughtful of their death: they cannot think 
of expofing themfelves to any loffes, crofies, or 
hazards andinconveniences for religion’s fake; 
hoping they will live fo long and fo long in 
this. world, not confidering- their latter end, 
and, how near. it may be at hand; and confe- 
quently what need there is to make-a}faithful 
improvement of a fhort lifeoncs ora No 
_. 2.'That there is no other term-day of the faith- 
fulnefs of God’s people,.but.the day: of,death; 
Matth. xxiv. 12. He that.endures to.the end fhall be 
faved. Rev. it. 25. Hold fof till I come. » Luke 
xix. 13. Occupy till I come ;-till 1 come, by death 
and releafe thee. Hence it is, that no-victory 
obtained in-our life-time releafes us’ from the 
tafkof faithfulnefs, Eph. vi, 13, 14. Having done 
all, fand; in. the margin, Having ovERCOME all, 
fand.. Waving flainone.enemy, you mutt en- 
gage with another; the warfare is not accom- 
plithed tillthe-day of death. | 
«3, That death is the uwp/hotand. conclufion, of 
the believer’s:- work and. warfare amongft ene- 
mies; after death there is no enemy. Hence 
the time of Chrift’s coming is called the time of 
refrefping, A&ts ili. 19.3 a time of cooling: their 
hot war never cools till then; but then they 
may look over their fhoulders, and laugh at 
all their enemies; Sorrow and fighing /hall fice a- 
way. Then will the faint lay down his arms 
and put on his crown;-he will lay down his 
fword, and take up his fceptre, faying, Fare- 
wel faith, and welcome vifion; farewel hope, 
and welcome fruition; farewel forrow .and 
fighing, and welcome joy,,and finging,.. dc. 
Blefs God there is a term-day of trouble com- 
‘ing: you are promifing yourfelf an out-gate 
this day and that day; but here is a. term-day 
that. will not fail you. . 
4. It imports, that we fhould be con/flant an 
faithful, though death were laid in‘ the way of 
our duty and fidelity: and, indeed,~a faithful 
naan that knows the work of God’s fervice,and 
the value of his truth, will quit his life before 
he quit his fidelity; and that for two reafons. 
_. C1.) Becaufe, in the caufe. of God, and-in the 
courte of faithfulnefs, a man’s /ofes turn out ad- 
vantages; and all the advantages that are got 
by unfaithfulnefs turn to lofles: if aman would 
gain his life, he muft lofe it, Matth. x. 39... There 
was never.a furer way for a man to gain his 
‘life, than to lofe it for faithfulnefs to Chrift. 
(2.) Becaufe a faithful man finds the Lord’s 
| favour betier than hfe: for, In his favour is life, Pfal. 
xxx. 5. Thy loving-kindne/s is better than life, Pfal. 
Ixiii: 3. Put God’s favour, -with death. irfelf, 
in. the one hand, and God’s wrath, with life, 
in the other, the faithful man will foon know 
what, to,chufe, and will fay, Lord, there is no’ 
choice, there is no comparifon. Ye that clofe 
with Chrift, may fee what you are, through 
grace, to refolve upon, even to be faithful unto 
death; and to. lay down all, yea, and life itfelf, 
_ for his fervice. “And death itfelf fhould be re- 
folved-upon rather than be unfaithful; then 
how patiently {hould you bear any thing that 
he. fends lefs than»death ?- Thus the apoftle 
fays, Heb. xii. 4. You have not yet refifted unto blood: 
you might have had greater burdens ; there- 
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fore, bear the lefs more patiently. “Many are 
peevith and fretful under:public and necefla- 
ry burdens; but,..what.af.Chrift came and 
fought your life?; Would you then be faithful 


unto death?: {fhe fhowldfeek ‘all your:worldly © 


accommodation, your houfes, lands, and pof- 
feflions? ; Would: you theni/ufer joyfully. the:fpoil- 
img of your goods? So much fora hint about 


being faithful'unto deaths. - . 


1 3dly,. The mext:thing to be explained is the 


‘crown of life. . What.are we ‘to underitand: by 


this? We find eternal life and happinefs is elfe- 
where called .a:crown of life, James i. 12. -Blef- 
ed is the man that endureth:temptation, for awhen he 
is tried, he fhall receive the crown of life, which the 


Lord.hath promuifed to.them that-love him. It is cal-- 


led: a, crown,' as.it\is a gracious reward:of the 
faithful man ;-in,allufion to the cuftom of'the 
times, when,a crown was given to wreftleys 
and runners;.as,a badge :and garland of ho- 
nour. . Here;we may notice fome things im- 
ported in the words, and then fomé reafons 
why. it is-called accrowni.\\ooe bo ES 
-, 1. There arethefe'two things may be obferv- 
ed as imported in the wordsi)): 91 ova G6 
(1) That they.that would be faithful ought 
to look to eternity,,-and a crown of glory.. No doubt 
the faithful, have,encouragement even here by 
the way; but the grand\encouragements are 
a-coming; Lor, if.an: this hfe only we have hope, 
we are of all men. the mioft miferable, fays the apotf- 


tle, 1 Cor. xv..19. .Mofes had; an eye:to the re- . 


compence of reward ; and Paul -had.a look to the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chrift, and all be- 
lievers have Chri in them the hope of glory... Some 
believers take it ill that they have not fomuch 
comfort here as they would wifh, when yet the 


hope of glory.s fet before them and not made” 


Aneofs nr oitjeish iiss 
(2.) That eternal. life.is a fuficient up-making 


of all the difficulties the faithful can meet with | 


here in the Lord’s way; all their fufferings and 
hardfhips are well made-up with a crown: 


whatever lofles they fuftain here, yet; when 


they land in heaven, they;will be no lofers; it 
will be no grief of heart.to them then to-re- 
member that they came through great tribulation; 
and that they were helped to be faithful zunto 
death; while they rejoice in the hope of the glory of 
God, they have reafon to glory in tribulation, Rom: 
{233.75 But; - F 


, 2. Why is it called a crown of life? To this — 


we reply, in the following particulars. 6 

_(1.) It is a crown of life in refpect of faithful- 
nefs unto death they are called to; intimating, 
the.encouragement allowed to them; that, 
though called to lay down their life, yet they 
are fo far from being lofers, that they but 
change a life of forrow, for a life of joy; and 
rivers of tears, for rivers of pleafures for evermore. 


Perhaps fome faints will {carcely get a fight — 
of heaven while in this world, but rather of _ 


hell, and of enemies, and devils, and corrup- 


tions; and looking much upon fin, they hard- — ; 
ly know till they. be within the gates of the — 


New Jerufalem. . mee 
(2.) It it called.a crown becaufe it isan honour 
put upon the faithful man. The wreftlers and 
runners of old, as I faid, had badges of honour 
put upon their heads; fo, the faithful will be 
crowned with glory and honour, Faith, however 
weak. will be found to prai/e, and honour, and glory, 
1 Pet..1..7. Here they.fit many times with the 


dogs, as it were; content with the crumb: but _ 
OS eee eee 
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then they will be fet upon the throne with Chrift, 
Bev. dil. 31. “ 
(3.) It is a crown in refpect of the plenty of 
; all ood that is to be enjoyed there; Thou crown- 
oft the year with thy goodne/s; that is, thou makeft 
it abound with fruitfulnefs: and this is moft 
agreeable to the heavenly bleflings; for, there 
2s fulnefs of joy there, Pial. xvi. 11. Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord. Plenty, without want ; 
and reit, without ‘wearinefs, is there: the joy 
does. not enter into them only, as here; but 
they ‘enter into the joy of their Lord; and have com- 
mautiion ‘with God in his joy. 

4.) It is: a crown of hi We in refpect of /a sfeby\ 
fbn, “at ‘guards: ‘the: man from all trouble; Pfal. 
VOT 2s! With favour wilt thot compafs him, {Heb. 
ERS JWN HiM,] as with a fbield. God’s favour, 
‘silent i in this life, guards the faints from dan- 
Ber fothat the blaft of the terrible one is but as a florm 
againft-a ftone wall; but when he gets this crown 

of life upon his head, theré fhall not be any 
enemies left to'annoy him: his head will be 
crowned and lifted above all his enemies. 
-(s.) In'a word, it is called a crown of life, for 
its precioufne/s and digmty ; /plendour and glory; du- 
- ration‘and permanénce. ‘It is a kingdom, a palace, 
-athrone, a fceptre, and an inheritance, ‘ Incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, like the 
earthly crown: of mortal kings, ‘princes “and 
potentates. aie 
4thly, The lat thing to bé explained on this 
firtt general head, is the manner of the convey- 
ance of it; J WILL Give thee a crown of life. And 
here four things may be obferved. . 
© 4, ‘The party conveying, OF the per/ons conferring 
this: bleffednefs, in the pronoun J; I will give. 
Chrift, who is the Purchafer, is alfo the difpen- 
‘eer and giver of the crown: this power ‘he has 
as Mediator; As thou baft given him power over all 
eg efh, that he foould give eternal h fev to as many as thou 
ae given me, John xvi..2. 
= 2. The party to whom the conveyance is made, 
: “F will give THEE; Be thou faithful, and Iwill give 
_ THEE, namely, the faithful perfon. And here 
= “you are to obferve the difference between the 


Rant “ grace: in the covenant of OFS 
he promife was not made to the worker, ‘but 
to the work, and to the worker becau/fe of his 
works ; for. ‘works was the condition: but in 
_ the covenant of grace, the promife is not made 

to the work, but to the worker, and that not for 
his work, but becaufe he is i Chrif, and his 
work i is the evidence thereof; for example, in 
romife, Rom. viii. 13. Jf ye through the 
do mortify the deeds of the body, you fhall live : 
omife is not made to the work of 
on, but to the mortified perfon; and 
-of his mortification, but be-. 
is in Chrift; and his mortification, 
sh the Spirit, is an evidence’ thereof. 
here, the ‘promife of the crown of life 
to the work of fa ee but 
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thee a crown of life; according to Rom. vi. 23. 

The gift of God is eternal life, through Fefus Chrift 
our Lord. And it muft needs be by free gift, 
becaufe there is nothing in the creature that 
can deferve it. That God, who conveys faith 
and faithfulnefs to the foul, might, in juftice, 
at the fame inftant convey that foul, to hell: 

the grace whereby we are faithful is free grace; 
and fo the gift of the crown muft be by free 
grace : alfo; It is God that worketh in us, both to- 
will and to do of his good pleafure. The more faith- 
ful we are to God, through his grace, the more 
do we run in his ‘debt, who gives grace to be 


faithful; and how can the new debt, ftill run- 


ning up, merit a crown? Therefore, 1 it mutt be 
freely given. The crown of glory is a crown 
of mercy; Pfal.ciii. 4. He crowneth us with loving- 
kindue/s, and tender mercies. Not-unto us, not-unto 
us, or to our faithfulnefs, but to thy name be gh- 
ry, will be the fong of the redeemed. 

4. Hence abferve the fovereign rea/on of the 
conveyance, namely, his will and pleafure; 
T wii give thee a crown of life. And, O! how 
does the Father’s will and the Son’s harmo- 
nize, in giving thecrown? Fear not little flock, fays 
Chrift, it 1s your Father's good pleafure to give you. the 
kingdom : and it is Chrift’s will exprefled to the 
Father, John xvii. 24. Father, I wit that thefe 
whom a haft given me, be DEB me, where I am, 
that they may behold my glory, which thou haft given 
me. By this lam conducted, 


IL. To the fecond general head propofed, which 
was, the confirmation of the doétrine, viz. That 
to thefe who are faithful unto death, Chrift is to 
give acrown of life. 

Here I might do thefe two thin gs, firft, fhow 
that it is fo; and fecondly, why it is fo. 

if, ‘That it is fo, appears from the words of 
the text, to which agree many other promifes; 
Matth. xxiv. 13. He that endures to the end, fhalt 
be faved. The faithful unto death, are the. over- 
comers; and more than conquerors, through Chrift: 
and you will fee every epiftle to the feven 
churches of Afia conclude with a’ promife to 
fach, of a crown of life, under various names 
and denominations: Rev. ii. 7. To him that over- 
cometh, will I give to eat of the tree of life, &c. 
Ver. 17. To him that overcameth, will I give to eat 
of the hidden manna ; and will give him a white fone, 
and a new name, &c. Chap. 111, 12. Him that over- 


cometh I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 


Ver. 21. To him that overcometh will I grant to fit 


with me on my throne, &e. 


2dly, Why will he give the crown of h ife? Why, 
he will give a crown of life to them, who are 
faithful unto death. ’ Befide the fovercign rea- 
fon, I have mentioned, on the following ace 
counts. 
- 1. Hewill givet them a crown of life, | becaufe 
he has promifed fo to do, as here, to all that con- 


tinue faithful i in their day: Ice alfo Luke XXiL, . 


28,29. Ye are ‘they who have continued with mein my 
temptation, and I apgont unto pa a Hees even as 
Father hath appointed | 


=. He meee ee 
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firft born only are heirs: but all God's child- 
ren are heirs of a crown anda kingdom. 

4. To them, who are faithful unto death, 
he will give a.crown of life, becaufe heis their 
God. This is the great reafon why he will give 
them the crownot eternal life, becaufe he who 
is the true God, and eternal life,is their God, Heb, xi. 
16, Itis faid of the faithful under the Old-Tefta- 
ment, They defired.a better country ; that 1s an bea- 
venly: wherefore God is not afhamed to be called their 
God; for be hath prepared for them a.city.. 'There- 
fore when God is ours, eternal life is ours: he 
will not be called our God for nothing. 

5. To the faithful unto death, he will give a 
crown. of life, becaufe they are the. members of 
his body; Who is the. head of the body, the church : 
and.the head being crowned with glory and honour, 
fo muft the members be, fo.muft is body, the 
fulnefs of him, that fills all in all, Eph. 1. 23... ‘They 
have the honour to make Chrift myftical, per- 
fect.and complete; and he, as the head, is 
gone away to heaven, to prepare a place for them, 
John xiv. 2; and fends down his Spirit to pre- 
pare them for it. Though now they are def- 
pifed and rejected; yet, a little while, and they 
fhall fhine glorious in Chrift’s glory ; for, He 
will be glorified in his faints, and admired in all them 
that beheve, 2 Thef.1. 10. . 

6. To them who are faithful unto death he 
will give a crown of life, becaufe it is fuztable 
that it fhould be fo; not only. fuitable to the 
promife and purchafe, I have fpoken of, and 
fuitable to. their relation to him, and his rela- 
tion to them, but fuitable to their defires; and 
he hears the defire of the humble. It is fuitable to 
their /abour and pam; for God hath faid, their 
Labour fhall not be-in vainin the Lord. It is fuita- 
ble to their hope and expectation: The. expectation 
of the poor fhall not perifh for ever. It is fuitable 
to their prayers; they pray for the crown and 
he is; the bearer of prayer. -It is fuitable to 
their needs and wants; they are weary with 
fighting and they need reft; therefore, There 
remains a reft for the people of God.—So much for 
the confirmation of the doctrine, by {cripture 
and reafon. 


Ul. The tdird general head propopofed, was, 
The application. Is it fo,.That our Lord Jefus 
Chrift will give a crown of life only to thofe 
that are faithful unto death. 

1. Hence fee the reafon of all zealous appear- 
ances of God’s children in all ages; and the rea- 
fon of their /ledfaft contendings and earneft effays, 
to witnefs for the honour of God, and his truth ; 
for which eflays the world has in every age 
condemned faithful minifters and people, and 
fhamefully reproached them; why, they know 
that theirLord was in earneft, calling them to be 
faithful even unto death: and hence their care 
was not to pleafe men, but to pleafe him that 
called them to be faithful; therefore, they un- 
dervalued the reproach of men, and endured as 
JSeemg bim who ts invifible. 

2. See hence, that few will get the crown of 
life, becaufe few are faithful. Thefe cannot 
be faithful that are deftitute of faith, and 
ftrangers to Chrift; that are ignorant of him, 
and difobedient to the call of the gofpel; againft 
fuch, Chriit wall be revealed from heaven, in flam- 
mg firey to take vengeance on them; becaufe they know 
not God, nor obey the gofpel. "Thefe that are un- 
faithful can have no ground of hope, for the 


* Independent principles were making confiderable progrefs at this time, This fpirit of independency:had been fit ft attempted and 
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crown of life. Oh! the mifery’of the unfaith- 
ful, the unbelieving, and ungodly !. However 
profperous they are now, in,time, they are 
doomed with the unfaithful fervant, into utter 


darkne/s, where /hallbe weeping and gnafhing of teeth, - 


Matth. xxv. 30. ton trreyehs 

3. Hence, fee the happine/s of the faithful; for, 
to them {hall be given a crown of life, .. Here 
it may be enquired, Who are the faithfule, To 
this, we. reply, All that,are in, Chrift, by ithe 
grace. of faith;..and that abide in him,. by. the 
life of faith: they that hold the head, and {0 bold 
Soft the truth as it ism Chrift Jefus: they that. be- 
heve in him, with the heart, and.confe/s him with 
the:mouth: Thefe fhall.overcome by the blood of the 
Lamb, and the word of their. tefimony. ‘Some-will 
think we reckon them all faithful that. are on 
our, fide, and of our party-in. the prefent fe- 
ceffion. . Indeed, I. am far ‘from, thinking all 
of that. name will be found faithful; but they 
that do not appear for Chrift in a day of risk, 
nor cleave to his perfecuted caufe, furely they 
are not faithful in their day... But thefe that 
honeftly keep the word of Chrift’s patience, how- 
ever reproached and. perfecuted;,they.are hap- 
py, though they, be,under the crofs; for, they 
are,in the way, tejthe crowhyjqsst « saosdie 

4. Hence fee the neceflity of faithfulne/s; fince 
none. fhall have the crown of life but thefaith; 
ful; the command of Chrift makes it necefla- 
ry in point of duty,’ Be thou: faithful ; the, pro- 
mife makes itneceflary in point of/intereftand 
advantage, J will.give thee the crown of life: we 
expect God will be true to his word of promife; 
and, in the faith thereof, we.ought to be true 
to our truft. The Jews {peak of two great de- 
pofitums, or facred trufts, God has committed to 
the fons.of men, namely, the lamp that. is 
within us, the foul; and the lamp without us, 
the law; comprehending the divine myfteries. 


We are called to hold faft the truth ; to hold faftthe 


form of found words, 2 Tim. 1..13.;the doétrine, 
worthip, difcipline, and government of his 
houfe; to be faithful in defending and contend- 
ing forthe faith, Jude ver. 3... Minifters and 
people both are called to this work, efpecially 
when thefe concerns.of God’s glory are at ftake, 
and endangered by the corruptions and. defec- 
tions of their time... True, a carnal.and,care- 
lefs generation of profeflors reckon. fuch as. de- 
fire to endeavour to be thus.faithful,. nothing 
but madmen, as Chrift himfelf was {aid to be be- 
fide himfelf: they are. reckoned men of contention, 
Jrebrands, pefis, and troublers of Hrael; men that 
turn the world upfide down. But, alas! how are 
many, who have refufed to witnefs for God, 
and faithfully to adhere to our reformation- 
principles, left in the righteous judgment..of 
God, to difclaim.all.confeflions and ftandards 
of doétrine, befides the holy {criptures, as. hu- 
man compofitions....Some, that were friendly 
to our covenanted reformation formerly, turn- 


ing their backs. upon. it, faying, “ They are 


“ for no covenants, no confeflions, no ftand- 
“ards, but the Bible;” like the firft independ- 
ants.in Germany, that were for burning.all 
books but the Bible, and aétually gathered all 
they could get, and fet them in a flame, -pre- 
tending to make that the only.rule, and then 
interpreting the {criptures as they pleafed. E- 
ven fo, the independent Rises € age are 
for difcarding all confeflions*; but who are 
fo ignorant as not to know, that all who bear 
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the:name of Chriftians will fubfcribe to ‘the 
words of the fcriptures ; Papifts, Socinians, 


_ Arminians, Arians, Deifts, will do fo; each of 


them,-in the mean while taking the words, 


and fo juggling with Godiand the world, ina 


fenfe agreeable to their own cotrupt fentiments, 
though contrary to the common: fenfe‘and un- 
deritanding of men; contrary to the phrafeo- 


logy of, {cripture,!.and thé: analogy of faith? 


Thus Hymeneus andPhyletus ‘would have fub- 
{cribed the feripture words, concerning the ‘re-. 
furrection, meaning, at the fame time, thavit: 
was. pait already... How much does»alk this: 
fhow the neceflity of faithfulnefs\! xc 
» cHence fee, the neceflity. .of perfeveranceyor. 
of being faithful unto death. . It isnot enough to 
begin well, and holdout a:little: the crown of 
life is: promifed:tothem that are faithfubsto the 
death; they that jendure. to thesend;::/hall be faved. 


_ Thecommand isperemptory; Hold fai till Kéome.. 
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‘We need therefore inot only: grace to bel faith- 
ful; but :grace.to, abide fo,; and iito. and Saft an 


the faith, looking to. ourfelves, thatiave lofe not bhefe. 
_ things which wwe have wrought, tbutthat wei receive 
4 full-reward,.2 Jobn ver.:8. Hence, 


_ 6 Seeithe evil and: danger of: -apofaly, and of 
unfaithfulnef/s; If any man draw back, my foulfhall 
have no pleafure in him, Heb. x. 38. Alas! how: 
little pleafure hhasGod in the’ jprefent genera- 
tion, that. have drawn fo far back from:‘him, 
and from their folemn »vows and covenants, 
wherein they {wore allegiance to him? How 
has he, zm bis hot-difpleafure, hardened them, and 


piven them. up to be deluded? How is Scotland 
oh 


ke to be'a company of defperate atheitts, for- 


nor for fighting their way to it, but dreaming: 


of eafe and outward liberty, as if they were to. 
ive h ernally, never minding death? But: 
be long here: let:us:be faithful 

ess EL acl Ester ww Hoy the) 
10w reproveable thefe are, and’ 
ho; inftead of being: 
and perfecutors: 
faithful,..and. 
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for their violent oppofition to, and perfecuting: 
the caufe of truth, when a teftimony was lifted 
up forit. God will have /oniewbat againft them ; 
he will fay to fome,. “ You haveéfidedwith the 
corruptions of thetimes; when the queftion 
was, Who is on the Lord's fide? Youttood upon 
theother fide.” To others hé will fay, “ You 
did. iof redeem the time, nor take the Opportu- 
“nity‘that was ptit in your hahds to witnefs: 
forme.” To-others he will fay, “ You per- 
fecuted my fervants, and thruft them from 
‘their kirks, and houfes, and livelihoods, and 
thought you did God fervice””™ To others he 
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. willfay, “ You made apoftafy from your facred 


“covenants, and'folemn engagements, to be 
for me and my truth: Youfaid and made 
“« acontederacy with the enemy; and was your- 
felf an’ enemy to my caufe: and a plain te- 
“flimony for it was tormenting to you.” ‘To 


_ othershe' will fay, You pretended that you 


‘were enemies only to the wrong way and 
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_tereft; but 1 faw the enmity that you bare 
tothe very caufe itfelf.” “To others he will 
fay; “You turned niy Father's houfe to a den of thieves 
* and robbers, and youwere partakers with them; 
“you: were recetters and receivers of thefe 
“thieves and robbers, who /aid, Let us take toour- 
“\felves the houfes of God in poffeffion.” To others 
he will fay, “ You'came to facramental occa- 
“ fions, and communion fermons, juft to catch 
“and “mock, jeer and:f{neer ; bit, behold, ye de- 


ce 


© [pyers,-wonder and periph! T will ‘laugh at your’ 


“ calamities, and niotk when your fear cometh,” —Ma- 
ny a heavy charge will he bring forth againtt 
an unfaithful generation. | 
o 8. Hence fee the duty of all, who would ‘be 


honoured with a crown of life, namely, to be’ 


faithful unto death,’ Let’ me exhort you then, 

1. To be faithful. 2. To be faithful unto death. 
[1.} To be faithful’ “And there’are thefe fol- 

lowing inducements to it I-would offer you. 
(1.) Faithfulnefs is what all the children of 


_ not a& for him in fuch a public manner, or in 
fuch a-public {tation as others, yet you may be’ 


faithful in private;’ yea, and be in a fecret’ 


' manner of teftifying for my ¢aufe ‘and in- 


mm ikae f mo 


ay 


FAITH-RULNESS 


be faithful in whatever ftation, even the loweft; 
and be as far forward, in fidelity, as the greateft. 
(2.) Afecondencouragementis, thatamanmay 
be faithful unto God, though he be not fucce/s- 
jul. {t will not be enquired of a minifter in his 
labour, or aChriftian in his.endeavours, -what 
fuccefs he has had; but what fidelity he, has 
ufed: therefore Chrift fays not, Well done,| fuc~’ 
cefsful fervant; .but, good and faithful servant. 
You may taken inftance of this both in the 
public, and in your bofom.., In-the,public; itis’ 
faid, Ifa. xlix. 4, [have laboured i vam, and pent’ 
my frength for nought; yet, surely, my Judgment iP 
with the Lord, and mywork with ny God» Again, 
in-your bofom,.it will not be.enquired;-what 
fuccefs you have had, and what {peed you have’ 
come in your conflict againft fin and Satan ; 
but, art thou aiming at faithfulnefs in-the ho- 
ly war? Pfal. xviii. 21. have kept the ways of the 
Lord. Well, how proves he that? Indéed, he 
durft not fay, Zbave not departed from my God; but 
he could ventureto fay, have not wiCKEDLY 
departed from my God. FI vid  Sert 
(3.) The next, encouragement is, Faithful: 
nefs is the way to icrea/e; the talent that is 
occupied fhall grow. Many do not. grow in 
grace, becaufe they do not improve it; Then 
fhall you know, if you follow on to know the. Lord. 
His going forth is prepared as the morning: and he 
will come unto us as the rain, as the latter-and former 
rain unto the earth, Hof. vi. 3. 
_.(4.)A fourth encouragementis, It is the great- 
eft honour can be put upon you, andthe greateft 
mercy you can find, to get leave to be faithful; 
it is faid of Paul, he obtained mercy to be faithful, 
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1 Cor. vii.25. Ifyouconfidered that tobe faithful 


is a privilege and a great mercy, you would go 
chearfully to ‘work: but.when you believe the 
command to be faithful in this or that duty, 
as upon Pharaoh’s tafk-mafters, faying, with 
heavinefs, /é muft be done; and not with chear- 
fulnefs, it /hail be done, through grace; why, 
then your fervice is but legal, not evangelical; 
forced and not free, as. if you were under the 
law, and not under grace. But if youlooked up- 
on faithfulnefs as a mercy, a privilege, and 
honour, as David did, when he got leave to 
offer to the houfe of the Lord, then you would 
fay with him,:1 Chron. xxix. 14. Who amI, and 
what is my people, that we fhould be.able to.offer fo 
willingly after this fort? For all things are of thee, 
and of thine own-have we given, thee. “rtis 
_(s.) A fifth encouragement we offer is, That 
th ough you fhould have few neighbours in 
this unfaithful generation, yet the fewer they 
are, that are faithful in their day, the more 
honourable mention will be made of them; Thou 
haft a few names, even in Sardis, which have not de- 


| filed their garments, and they fhall walk with me in 


white, for they are worthy, Rev.iii.4. And though: 
the whole generation about them fhould ruin 
themfelves with their infidelity and apoftafy, 
yet God will take care of them and theirs, that 
ftudy faithfulnefs, and endeavour to put ho- 


thou and all thy houfe into the ark ; for 
un righteous before me in this generation, 
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nour upon God in their day ; The Lord faid to yo 
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ful Mafter? 1 Cor. i. 9. God is faithful, by whom 
you are called unto the fellow/hip of bis Son, Chrift 
Fefus our Lord. And chap. x. 13. Gods faith- 
ful, who will not fuffer you to be tempted above that 
you are able, &c. 
that called you, whovalfo will doit, And 2 Thefl- 
iii. 3. where the apoftle{peaking of the need of 
being: delivered from unreafonable and wicked men, 
Jor all men have not faith, it follows, but the Lord 
ws faithful, who fhall ftablifh you,°and keep you from 


evil...‘ Johniiog. If we confeft our fms, {namely, 
over the head of thefacrifice, the blood of Chrift 
that cleanfes from all fin,| God is faithful and juft to 
forgive us our fins, and to-cleanfeus from all unrigh- 
teoufnefs; as oft as the faithfulnefs of God is 
fpoken of in fcripture, fo oft you are invited to’ 
take encouragerient: from-it: | You may fay, 
“Lord, thou haft called meto fuch a work'and 
“ warfare ;” and the Lord will fay, 7am faith- 
ful that bath called you, and <alfoiwwill dott" Like- 
wife, his word isa faithful°word, a faithful 
faying; and Chrift is a mercifuband faithful Ligh- 
pric, the true and faithful witné/s, Rev. xix 11. 


-His name in capital letters,is:called, FA1TH- 


FUL and TRUE. | You need not fear toventuré 
on difficulties in shis fervices for he that has 
called you is faithful and trues Tl would next ex 
hort you, wi Seige, OSE 


ae 
‘ 


Pa OR WHA 
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_ [2.] To be faithful unto dearh; that ¥s; to per- 


feverance and conftancy: for which end 1 offer 
you the following directions, © 6) 0 
~ (1.) Look not only to your work, butto your 
encouragement; yea, look firft to-your encotirage- 
ment and privilege, ‘and next to your ‘work 
for, you are not now called to do, and'‘live; but 
to hve, and do. Look to. the life, ftrength,’and 
righteoufnefs, fulnefs and furniture you Have 
in Chrift; and then up and be doing, with the 
plalmift, Z-wull goin the firength of the Lord, mak-= 
ing mention of bis righteoufne/s, even of bis only, Pfal. 
Ixxi. 16. Ifyou look only tothe burdenfome 
work, the hard tafk, it will break your back, 
and break your heart, anddamp your courage 


before ever you begin. Therefore, == 9 > > 


(2.) If you ‘would be faithful unto death; 


‘a Theff. v. 24. Faithful is he - 
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ft 
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courfe in the good way of the:Lord, if /o be you 
have tafted that the Lord is gracious, ¥ Pet. ii. -3. 
Some, indeed, may be carried on to perfever- 
ance, through much bitternefs, becaufe of di- 
vine defertion ; but you would labour to tafe 
and fee that God is good; and how, at times, he 
is even drawing you with the bands of love, 
when you are’ feeking him. Have you not 
found fometimes a /finell of his ointment on the 
lock of the door, {weetly drawing you after him? 

(5.) Would you be conftant to death? Then 
confider the /o/s and difadvantage of inconftancy:: 
if you perfevere not, you are in greater danger 
than before; Jt had been better not to have known 
the way of righteoufne/s, than after you have known 
at, to turn from the holy commandment, 2 Pet. ii. 21. 
Where isthe bleffedne/s you fpake of ? Gal.iv.15. Are 
you fo foolifh ? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now 


_ made perfect in the flefb? Gal. 1.3. Had you a 


fenfe of God’s favour when you kept his way? 


- And will you now throw it away in an hour 


of temptation? — | 

(6.)°Would you be faithful to death? Then 
lay hold upon, and plead the promi/e of per/ever- 
ancé;-Jere xxxil. 40. will put my fear in their 
hearis, and they fhall not depart from me: in the 


‘ftrength of that promife go on, go on; and 


remember it is but a little farther you have to 
continue going on. Itis but a {hort while you 
have to be faithful:*‘it is but! unto death; and 
that is but fora day; becaufe, for any thing 


you know, to-morrow may end your courfe ; 


in regard, you know not what a day may bring forth. 

(7-) But laft ofall, confider the crowning 
encouragement in the text, J will give thee a 
crown of lifes though ’you fhould be now lofers, 
yet you fhall be gainers hereafter; though 
now you are in a way of fuffering, yet you are 
in the way to glory: if you be-truly faithful, 
and faithful unto death, you are going, as 
Chrift did, by the way of the crofsto the crown. 
See'‘Luke xxiv. 26: Ought not Chriff to have fuffer- 
ed thefe things, and then to enter into his glory? And 
ought you not to follow his fteps?-If fo, you are 
fure of the crown. And, what fort of a crown 
is it? It is a crown of life; a crown of righteou/ne/s ; 
a crown of glory, that fadeth not away, 1 Pet. v. 
4.: it’ ¢annot be taken away either by deceit 
or violence. It is a crown incorruptible, that 
will never either wear or decay. And it will 
be but a little while and you will be poflefled 
of it; Yet a httle while, and he that /hall come, will 
come: a little while will eafe you of all your 
burdens, and bring you to glory. Your afilic- 
tions are but light and inconfiderable, in com- 
parifon of this heavy crown; the exceeding great 
and eternal weight of glory. Therefore, as you 
would defire to be crowned after death, endea- 
vour to ‘be faithful unto death. Think what 
a folly‘it is to begin and enter upon the way 


of the Lord, and then'to go back; Fefus faid, 


No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking 


back, is fit for the kingdom of God, Luke ix! 62. And: 


is there not the fame-reafon for continuing 


. ~withChrift, and cleaving to his truth and caufe, 


as there was for joining with Chritt at firft? Is 
there not as much beauty in Chrift now as be- 
fore? Is not his name and truth as precious 
ftill as ever it was? Is not Chri? the fame yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever? Are not his promifes 
the fame as they were? And is there not as 
much furniture and fulnefs in Chrift as ever 
there were? Is he changed from what he was, 
becaufe you fee many of this generation chang- 
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ed from what they were? OSirs, turn not your 
backs upon him: you that are his difciples, 
tell me, Will you alfo go away with the multitude, 
that are turning off from their moft folemn 
engagements to him? Will you halt, for fear 
you have not ability to goon? Is there not as 
much grace and ftrength in Chrift, to bring 
you on with him, as ever there was to bring 
you into him? Othen, hear him faying, Come 
with me from Lebanon. 

Confider, likewife, if you be not faithful un- 
to death you Jofe all that you have done; you lofe 
the fruit of your profeffion; you lofe all your 
pains, and prayers, and fightings formerly: 
you give the greateft wound to religion; you 
bring up-an ill report upon the Lord’s way; 
and, by your apoftafy, you wound and weaken 
the hearts of the faithful, and you harden the 
hearts of the wicked and gracelefs generation, 
and ftrengthen their hands: yea, if you wick- 
edly depart from the ways of the Lord, under 
whatever pretence, you fhew yourfelf unfaith- 
ful, and declare you was never truly of the 
number of the faithful: for, you go out from then 
becaufe you were never of them, 1 John ii. 19. And 
you fall under the weight of God’s eternal dif- 
pleafure; Heb. x. 24. Now, the juft fhall live by 
faith; but if any man-draw back, my foul fhall have 
no pleafure im him. .'The weight of God’s hand is 
heavy upon his own people, on account.of their 
partial departure from him, Pfal. lxxxix. 30,--32. 
O then, how dreadfully heavy hall the weight 
of God’s wrath be for ever to wicked apoftates! _ 
They that depart now from the truth of God, 
the God of truth will charge them to depart 
from him at the:great day, and doom them’to 
eternal mifery! — 

_ Now'is the time you are called to appear for 
God faithfully, in:a! day wherein truth and 
the friends thereof, are perfecuted and op- 
pofed, reproached and reviled; in fuch a dark 
day you had much need to fhine as lights. See 
the practice of David, Pfal. cxix. 137. Many are 
my perfecutors and mine enenues; yet do I not dechne 
jrom thy tefimomes. In a declining time, when 
many are turning from the truth, and drinking 
in error and delufion, {hewing hatred and fpite 
againft any zealous appearance, or faithful te- 
ftimony for the truth: tormented with it, and 
imbittered and inraged againftit ; then efpecial- 
ly it is God that charges us from heaven not to 
decline; Deut. xxviii. 14. Thou /halt not go afide 
Jrom any of the words which I command thée this day, 
to the right-hand, or to the left, to go after other gods. 
Though you fhould be broken 2 the place of 
dragons, and covered unth the /hadow of death, yet 
muft we not forget the name of our God, nor firetch 
out our hands unto a firange god; for, fhall not God 
Jearch this out, for he knows the fecrets of the heart ? 
Pfal.xliv.19, 20, 21. Andthough, for his fake, we 
fhould be killed all day, and counted as fheep for the 
Jlaughter ; yet then we ought efpecially not to 
decline, if we would have the teftimony of God | 
and confcience, though the world call us fools. 
See the teftimony God gives to Pergamus, Rev. 
it. 13. I know thy works, and where thou dwellef,, 
even where Satan's feat 1s; and thou holdeft faft my 
name, and haft not denied my faith, even in thofe days 
wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was 
[lain among you, where Satan dwelleth. To be faith- 
ful in cleaving to the Lord in fuch a wicked 
place, and under fuch difcouragements, has a 
mark of honour upon it. Mens oppreffion and 
oppofition, and hell‘and earth’s raging againft 
| Rothe 
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the work of the Lord, will be no excufe, at the 
great day, for any man to decline from the 
teflimony of God. Alas! many carry now-a- 
days, as if they thoughta little worldly conveni- 
ency,a well paid ftipend, oran eftate, was better 
than the profpect of a crown of life, at the end 
of the day: but, alas! what is outward eafe 
and liberty, with a racking confcience?.. It is 
true, many blindfold their confcience, by think- 


ing they can keep in with God and the world , 


both; with the God of heaven, and the.god of 
this world both: which isas poflible, as to join 
meafures with an apoftate church, and yet keep 
a good confcience, and think they doGod fer- 
vice. Hence: fome rack their inventions how 
to find out faults and blemithes in a faithful 
teftimony at the prefent time; and how to find 
out excufes and apologies for an apoftate per- 
fecuting church, and for holding clofe com- 
munion with them; but, Shall not God fearch 
this out; for he underfiands heart fecrets? It 1s not 
enough we be reckoned faithful fome time of 
our lives; but, happy they, that are faithful 
unto death! . 


I {hall now clofe, and fhut up what I have 
faid witha few. advices. There are firft fome 
things we fhould beware of; and next fome 
things that we fhould be careful of, if we would 
be faithful unto death. 

if, There arefome things that we fhould be 
aware of, if we would be faithful unto death. 

1. We fhould beware of the world, and the 
love of the world; for, they.that will be rich, by 
_ whatever means, they fall into temptation,’ and a 
fuare, and into many fooli{h and hurtful lufts, 2 Tim. 
ii. 4. The love of the world is the {pring of 
much defection; which. while fome have coveted 
after, they:bave erred from, the faith, t Tim. vi. 9. 
All thefe things will I give thee, was Satan's ut- 
mott offer to our Lord Jefus; but, as he has dif- 
puted it, with a get thee behind me Satan, fo will 
all his faithful tollowers, when it comes in 
competition with Chrift, and his caufe. They 
are not the fools to throw away. the world at 
random; but they would be great fools if they 
preferred it to that which is of more worth 
than a thoufand worlds: and, fois every grain 
weight of precious truth, relating either to. the 
doctrine, worfhip, difcipline, or government of 
God's houfe.. It was an. honourable reproach 
one of the great men.of the church of Rome 
pafled upon Luther, “ That German beatt, fays 
‘he, cares not for gold.” 

-.'2, Beware of making nothing of Chrift's little 
things; for, his {mall things are great things; 
and the neglecting of them is a matter of great 
moment, ‘Matth. v. 19. He that breaks one. of thefe 
deaft commandments, and-fhall teach men Jo, fhall be 
called: the leaft in the kingdom of heaven.— On the 
other hand, beware of thinking nothing of 
the world’s litle things; 1 mean, of thinking 
little of fome fins. The greateft fins and apo- 
ftafies have been little beginnings: and the 
devil and the world fay, why, “ Here is buta 
“ little and a light thing; you need. not fear.” 
But thefe little beginnings may be like the 
needle; which, though it makes but a {mall 
hole, brings a long thread after it. 

_ 3. Beware of carnal company; for, the compani- 
ons of fools fhall be deftroyed. ‘The company of 
fome carnaland unfaithful profeffors will foon 


tend to cool your zeal for God; and efpecially . 


the company of thofe who have been of repu- 


* The affair here alluded to by our Author, was formerly laid open, p. 158, 159, 174, 180, 181. 
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tation for piety, and now are noted for apofta- 
fy. Their example and influence may do more 
harm than an hundred others that.are openly 
gracelefs; becaufe, harm by thefe that are of 
moft reputation, for religion, is not fo much. 


feen-or fufpected; but they are more‘danger- . ~ 


ous; juft like rocks in the fea, that are only co- 
vered with water, on which veflels may be 
broken to pieces, before ever they be aware of 
them. . hen 

4. Beware of all the good mew ways, which 
tend to lead you out of the good old way, which 
you ought to feck after, Jer. viet6. By the: good 
new ways, | mean, thefe that are extolled, for 
goodnefs, and yet are delufive and deftructive, 
while Satan therein is transforming himdéelf to. 
an angel of light; and, under a mafk of more 
than ordinary religion, and the appearance of 
a good new work of converfion, feeking to raze 
and undermine the good old:work of reforma-. 
tion, and to knock down all effays to ‘witnefs 
for it: but it will be found there 1s no,enchant- 
ment againft Facob, nor divination againft Ifrael.* 

In a word, beware, and take heed, brethren, 
Left there be in any of you an evil heart of-unbelief, 1 
departing fromthe living God, Heb. ili. 12, This. 
is the root of all apoftafy and unfaithfulnefs. 
O be afraid, leaft, by any means, asthe serpent 
beguiled Eve, through his fubtilty, Jo your minds [hould 
be corrupted from the fimplicity that 1s in Chrift- Fefus, 
2 Cor. xi. 3. Again, sah tid. BPs 

2dly, In order to be faithful unto death, there 
are thefe things you. fhould. be careful of... 

1. Sudy to receive the Jove and power of the 
truth, to which you are.called to. cleave: faith- 
fully unto death; for want of this, many other- 
wife more learned and-eminent than you, are 
given up to frrong delufions, to believe alye, 2 Theil. 
x. 11, Oftudy.tolearn the truth/as it isin Jefus; 
and -not only;:to-have a head-knowledge of it, 
but a heart-love to it. “Some-that have feemed 
pillars in the church, have not only fallen:in 
days of tryal, but led others away in apoftafy, 
by which the faith of fome have been over- 
thrown, and the faith of others much fhaken; 
while yet faints, of the loweft ftation, have been 
faithful witnefles and martyrs. for the truth, 
while they. had, in their hearts, what, others 
have only had in their heads. otis ta. 

2. Study to cleave to. the truths,of God. that 
are moft attacked and aflaulted by,the enemies in 
your time, and fo to be efablifhed..in..the: prefent 
truth, 2 Pet. 1. 12. Otherwife,.you cannot con- 
tend for the faith in your day, if- you, ftand 
not up forthe truth that is. oppofed in. your 
time. ‘i Span $A AG 
. 3. Study, inorder tobe faithful unto. death, 
to hold the myftery of faith ma pure confcience, 1 Tim. 
i. 19. which fome, having put away, concerning the 
faith, have made fhipwreck; for,if.a man-make 
a gap in his confcience, by finning sagainit 


light, and act unfaithfully, efpecially in pub-— 


lic matters, that relate to the declarative glory 
of God, if it-be not {peedily healed by the ap- 
plication of ;Chrift’s blood, it is hard to tell 
where it may land.. The. gap that-is once o- 
pened that way, may letin a devil.of apoftafy 
from the faith; and then a devil of enmity a- 
gainft the faithful; and: then a devil of open 
perfecution of them: and, alas! it is. too evi- 
dent, that fuch devils have,entered and taken 
pofleflion of many of this generation. 

4. To name no more particulars, fludy to 
have from the Author and Finifher of faith a 


ty fulnefe > 
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Julne/s of faith ; for, 1 think, faithfulnefs juft im- 
ports a fulnefs of faith: the more faith the more 
faithfulnefs. Endeavour to be much in the 
prayer of faith, for the Spirit of faith and the 
life of faith; you cannot be faithful unto death, 
unlefs you live and die in the faith; and to live 
a life of faith-is.to.live a, life of diffidence in 
yourfelf, andof humble confidence in the Lord, 
trufting im him at all times, and pouring out your 
heart before him, believing the promifes and reft- 
ing upon a promifing God for furniture to 
qualify and enable you to be faithful unto 
death. Your promifing God is a giving God 
in Chrift: and what does he give? He gives 
grace and glory, Pial. lxxxiv. 11. What is that? He 
gives grace to be faithful; and then he gives 
the'crown of life.’ In this covenant of grace 
both the work and the réward is freely ‘given, 
upon the price of Ghrift’s blood, fully payed 
down upon the crofs; and, tipon this ground, 
grace to be faithful is as’ freely given now, as 
the crown of life is freely-given hereafter. 
Therefore, live by faith; and depend upon a 
promifing and giving God ‘both. for ‘grace to 


-be faithful unto death, ‘and for the crown of 


life at the clofe of the day. 


/Imight fpeak a word now to you that are 
ina flate of fin'and unbelief. “You that are-in a 
fate of nature and unbeliéf,’and confequéntly 
of unfaithfulnefs: know, if you remain in that 
flate, what is awaiting ‘you; hot a crown: of 
life, but the wedges of yotr fin, which is eter- 
nal death: you. mutt die in ‘your fins,'‘and die 
under ‘God’s everlafting’ wrath. You remain 
unfaithful in your duty, unfaithful in your 
day;-and, if you be unfaithful unto death, he 
will give you a cup of wrath: the unfaithful fer- 
vant 1s to be caf? out ito the laké'of fire, thé place of 
utter darkne/s ; there fhall be weeping and gnafbing 
of teeth. But if you would yet be among the 
faithful in Chrift, then you mutt get in to Chritt: 
therefore, in order to your being capable of 
faithfulnefs, let me exhort you to faith, or be- 
heving; for, this is the way alfo, and the firft 


flep to the crown of life: He that believeth hath 


everlafiing life. O then, Sirs, come to our Lord 
Jefus Chrift by faith, and hear his voice to you, 
faying, Come unto me, Matth, xi. 28.; Look uito me, 
[assiviiase ae: BRN = 

“Quest. Who zs he that is faying, Come tome; 
and look to me? Epi Wags 
_Answ. Even he that gives you fo many 
of his names and défignations in thefe epiftlés 


_ tothe feven churches of Afia.—It is he that 


holds the fevenftars in his right-hand, Rev. ii. t.; and 
is:the minifter above all minifters: we cannot 
fay, Come to us; but to our Mafter, who fays, Come 
to me.—It is he that is the firfland the laft, ver. 8. 
that was dead and is alive ; evenhe that is Alpha 
and Omega.—It is he that has the fharp fword with 


two edges, whofe word is like a {harp two edg- 


ed fword; that hath both a cutting anda quick- 
ening edge, to be a favour of life or death: it 
is he that fays, Come to me.—It is be that has eyes 


_ Like a flame of fire, and has feet like fine brafs ; point- 


ing out the omnifcience of his eyes, and the 
ftability of his ways and counfels: it is he that 


fays, Come to me.—It is he that has the feven Spi- 
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rits of God, and the feven flars; that has all the 
gifts and graces of the Spirit to give out as he 
pleafeth. —It is he that is holy and true; he that 
hath the key of David, that openeth and none Shutteth, 
and fhutteth and none can open: that has the openin g 
of the gates both of hell and heaven; that is 
able both to damn and to fave: it is he that 
fays, Come to me.—It is he that is the Amen, the 
Saithful and true witne/s, the beginning of the creati- 
on of God, the author both of the old and new 
creation; he that can create faith, and turn 
grace, in his word, to grace in your heart. He 
it is that is faying, Come to me, look to me: Ho, e- 
very one that thirfteth, come to the waters ; come to me, 
without money, and without price. 

Why, fay you, “ Iam not faithful; I am 
not yet qualified with faith and faithful- 
nefs ; therefore I-fhould not come yet, till 
“Tbe better qualified.” Why, man, do you 
think to have faith or faithfulnefs either before 
you come to Chrift for them; he is the author 
of both: and becaufe you have nothing, you 
are invited to come to Chrift’for all that you 
want. If you ftay away from the market of 
free grace, till the day you'have a price in your 
hand, or till ‘the’day that you have faith and 
faithfulnefs to’bring with you, you will come 
too late; you will come the day after the mar- 
ket,‘and the doorwill befhut upon you. There- 
fore, Come, poor foul; come juft now, as you 
are;-for, Now is the accepted time; now 1s the day 
of falvation.. Now, now, he is faying, Come to 
me; look to me, believe on me: though you have 
béen'never fuch a defperate finner heretofore, 
and though you'be this moment a dead finner, 
witha heart’as dead as a ftone within you; 
yet, Hear, and your foul fhall hve: hear who is 
{peaking to you, and faying) Come to me; I am 
the refurrection and the life; he that béeheveth on me, 
though he were dead, yet {hall he lve. O look to 
the God of all power and grace that he may 
put power in his word; he that fays, Be thou 
faithful, is the God that faid in the firft creation, 
Be thou fruitful and multiply; and as: he faid, he 
hath made it come to pafs to'this day: fo he 
here fays, as the author of the new creation, 
Be thou faithful. Ofay you, “ Amen, be it fa, 
“Lord: turn the’grace that is in thy word, 
“to the gracein'my heart and life.” And for 
this end, O dear foul, hear and confider who 
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itis that is {peaking to you from heaven, and 


calling you firft to faith, and then to faithful- 
nefs; even he that hath both to give, and that 
is more willing to be a giver than you are to 
be a receiver: put not the gift and the giver 
both from you, faying, It is not to me he is 
{peaking; yea, it is to you, man; you, woman; 
it is to thee in particular; to young and old. 
Well, what is he faying? Why, would you 
know what I would have you todo? This is the 
work of God that ye beheve : therefore, Come to me; 
come to me to do all for you: and would you 
know what I would have you to be? Be thou 
faithful, even thou, and thou, and thou; Be 
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crawn | 
of lifg.— May the Lord enable you to anfwer 
his call: this is his will; therefore, fay thou, 
Thy will be done. 
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O° Der OF 


The Burtper’s ArMouvR; or, the Work and Warfare of 
fpivitual Builders. * | 


Neu. iv. 18. For the builders, every one had his fword girded by his fide, and-fo builded. 


up themfelves to God in Chrift, as his 

friends and followers, have a twofold 
work lying upon their hand, which they 
ought to be daily employed'in, through the 
grace and ftrength of the Lord Jefus Chrift; one 
is a building, which they are concerned to have 
carried on, Jude ver. 20. Building up themfelves 
in their moft holy faith ; another is, a battle, which 
they are concerned to fight under the banner 
of the Captain of falvation; fight the good fight of 
faith, lay hold on eternal fe, whereunto thou art alfo 
called,and haft profefed agood profeffion before many wit- 
neffes, 1 Tim. vi. 12. Somewhat relating both 
to this building and this battle is reprefented 
here to us. 

In the words which I have juft now read, we 
have an account, how the Jews in Nehemiah’s 
time carried on the work of rebuilding the 
walls of Jerufalem, that were gone to ruin, as 
you fee, Chap. i. 3. And they faid unto me, The rem- 
nant that are left of the captivity there in the province, 
are in great affiiction and reproach; the wall of Feru- 
Jalem. alfo is broken down, and the gates thereof are 
burnt with fire. And Chap, 41.17, 18. Then fad 
LI unto them, Ye fee the diftrefs that we are m, hoaw 
Ferufalem lieth wafte, and the gates thereof are burnt 
with fire; come and let us build up the wall of Feru- 
falem,; that we be no more a reproach. Then I told 
them of the hand of my God, which was upon me, as 
alfo the king’s words that be had fpoken unto me; and 
they faid, Let us rife up and build; fo they firengthened 
their hands for this good work. Their work be- 
hoved to be carried on with a warfare againft 
furrounding enemies: fee Chap. il. 10. When 
Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the fervant the 
Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly, 
that there was come a man.to feck the welfare of the 
children of Ifrael.. And. chap. iv..i, 2, 3. But it 
came to pafs, that when Sanballat heard that we build- 
ed the wall, he. was wroth, and took great indigna- 
tion, and mocked the Jews: and he fpake before his 
brethren, and the army of Samaria, and faid, What do 
thefe feeble Jews ?. Will they fortify themfelves? Will 
they facrifice? Will they make an end in a day? Will 
they revive the ftones out of the heaps of the rubbifh 
which are burnt? Now, Tobiah the Ammonite was 
by him, and he fad, Even that which they build, of 
afox go up, be fhall even break down their fione-wall. 
Vertes 6, 7, 8. So we built the wall, and all the wall 


S ESE that have been folemnly giving 


was joined together, unto the half. thereof; for the 


people had.a mind to work. Dut it came to pa/s, that 
wvhen Sanballat and Tobiah, and the Arabians, and the 
Ammonites, and Afhdodites heard that the walls of 
Ferufalem were made up, and that the breaches began 
to be flopped, then they were very wroth, and confpir- 
ed all of them together, to come and fight againft tt and 
hinder wt. And ver. 11, 13. And our adverfaries 


faid, They fball not know, neither fee, till we come im 
the midft among them, and flay them, and caufe the 
work to ceafe. Therefore fet Iin the lower places be- 
hind the wall, and on the higher places, I even fet the 
people after their families, with thew fwords, their 
Spears; and their bows.','They were obliged to be. 
ready for the building and the battle both at 
once ; fee ver. 17.— Every one with one of bis hands 
‘wrought in the work, and with the other hand held 
a weapon: For, fays the text, the buclders, eve- 
ry one had bis fword girded upon kis, fide and fo 
builded. Nee 
Now, the manner wherein they carried on 
that work of rebuilding the wall of Jerufalem, 
in the literal fenfe, when. they were ruinous, 
was. typical of the way and manner wherein 
the f{piritual building is to be carried on, whe-. 
ther it relate to the work of gracein the hearts 
of particular believers, or, the) work of refor- _ 
mation.in.the church., There is no repairing. 
of that work, when. ruinous; without oppofi- 
tion from enemies without.and within, filled 
with the fury. of earth and: hell againft, the 
work ; therefore,. builders, nauft be ready fox 
fighting, every builder muft. have his Conk 
girded by his fide, and fo build. . The obfer- 
vationI deduce from. the text.is the following.., 
Doct. That /piritual builders need to be fpiritual 
Soldiers. eye he ac aa 
As we. have the fpiritual banquet and. ‘the 
fpiritual battle joined together, Song ii. 4. He 
brought me to the banquetting-houfe, and his banner .o-. . 
ver me was love; his.banner for war: So here, 
we have the building and the battle put toge- 
ther; the-trowil in the one hand, as it were, ™ 
and the fword in the other. God's people are 
called both to work and war at once.. It 1s true;. 
God is the worker of all their work im and for them ; 
and as for the war, the battle is the Lord's : but, 
as this is the greateft encouragement to work 
out the work of our falvation with fear and trembling ; 
becaufe -it 1s God. that worketh in.us. both to will 
and to do: fo it is the greateft encouragement 
imaginable to buildimg work, that Chrift is the 
Mafter-builder, who alone duilds the temple, and, 
Shall bear the glory; fo alfo to warfare, that he is. 
the Captain of falvation, that fights for us, in, 
whom we are to be ftrong. Therefore it is in 
the name and ftrength of this: great Builder, 
and glorious Captain, that {piritual builders 
mutt be {piritual foldiers. ' 
The method. we propofe, for: handling this 
fubject, is the following. bit 


I. We would fpeak a little of the 

builders. 
II. Concerning the fpiritual /oldiers. 
Il]. Offer 


{piritual 


* This fermon was preached at Stirling on Monday, June 31. 1743. after, the celebration of the facrament of the Lord’s {upper there., 


SERM. Cl. 


IH. Offer fome reafons why /piritual builders 
need alfo to be fpiritual foldiers, full ready 
for war. ae Saphse" 

IV. Deduce fome inferences for the application. 


mans work fhall be made manifeft, for the day fhall 
declare it, becauje it Jhall be revealed by fire, and the 
jive [hall try every man’s work of what fort itis ; What 
fort of materials he builds withal. = 
3, The fpiritual builder is himfelf a part of 
the building; We are labourers together with God, 
fays the apoltle; ye are God’s building, 1 Cor. iil. 9. 
To whom coming as unto a living fione, difallowed in- 
deed of men, but chofen of God and precious, ye alfo as 
lively fiones are: built up a fpiritual houfe, 1 Pet. 1i. 4, ¢. 
called an habitation of God through the Spirit, Eph. 


‘need of Chrift, and falvation through him: 
therefore the builder feeks and ¢arneftly in- 
treats the Spirit to come by his convincing work, 

ohn xvi, 8.; and make him dig deep into the 
eart, that is deceitful above all. things, and defpe- 


3 


rately wicked, Jer.xvii.9. The building is heart-_ 
f | os 


f 


ew ot, 0, 
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work; the heart-evils muft be difcovered, and 
the builder muft be concerned to dig deep, 
that he may build high; I mean, to be deeply 
humbled under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
be exalted in due time. The lower the foundation, 
the ftronger will be the fuperftructure. Hence, 
6. The fpiritual builder is one that is ina 
{piritual manner concerned about and occupi- 
ed in laying a good foundation, and having him- 
felf built upon, it. “The only foundation is 
Chrift; for, another foundation can no man lay, than 
that is laid, which is Fefus Chri, 2 Cor. ui. 11. 
Chrift is the foundation that God has already 
laid; Thus faith the Lord God, Bebold I lay in Zion 
for a foundation, a ftone, a tried fone, a precious cor- 
ner frone, a fure foundation; he that beheveth fhall 
not make sake Yfa.xxviil.16. compared with Rom. 
¥x.33.%. 11. and. 3 Pet. ii. 6, 7,8. ° Therefore the 
builder’s work or bufinefs is not to do any thing 
that’ was never done, or to lay a foundation 
that was never before laid, but to believe and 
affent to what God has done, and appropriate 
‘that foundation to himfelf that'God has laid 
for’ him, who has Jaid our help upon one that 1s 
mighty... He is occupied in laying his help, 
where God has laid it; he builds upon no o- 
ther foundation but Chrift, as he 1s the way, 
the truth, and the life: and fo he is the founda- 
tion in all refpects; perfonally, as the way; 
doétrinally, as the truth; and efficacioufly, as 
he is the life: heis the foundation in his per- 
fon, as the way; in his doctrine, as the truth; 
and in his Spirit as the life. 
QuEst. What is to be done in laying the founda- 
tion? i 
Answ. Nay, rather you may afk, what is to 
be undone?’ what is a man to do for Chrift? 
Indeed, to be undone is the thing to be done; 
for this is a felf-outing, felf-emptying work. 
He that lays a foundation needs not raife a 
fcaffold for working; nay, as I faid, he digs 
down, for the foundation 1s not laid upon any 
part of the building ; and all mutt be levelled 
to the ground before a new foundation is laid; 
even fo, he’that lays Chrift to the foundation 
of all his faith, hope, and comfort, needs not, 
yea, mutt not, buildaicaffold of his own works 
and rightéoufnefs. The foundation is not laid 
upon any part of the building; on the contra- 
ry all mutt be pulled down; yea, all muft be 
counted lofs and dung for Chrift; What things 
were gain to me, thefe I counted lofs for Chrift; yea, 
and I count all things but lofs and dung for the excel 
lency of the knowledge of Chrift Fefus, Phil. 111. 7, 8. 
7. The fpiritual builder is one who, having 
thus laid the good foundation, and himfelf 
upon it, ftudies to make daily progre/s upon that 
foundation, by adding one ftone to another, 
one grace to another, 2Pet.i. 5,6,7.; and join- 
ing them all clofe to and upon the foundati- 
on, and clofe to one another; cementing them 
all together as with morter, and gradually ad- 
vancing and growing in grace, and the know- 
ledge of Chrift. See to this purpofe, Eph. ii.20. 
And are built upon the foundation of the apoftles and 
prophets, Fefus Chrift himfelf beg the chief corner 
fone. And ver. 21. In whom all the building, fitly 
framed together, groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord. ‘And Col. ii. 6, 7. As you have therefore rea 
ceived Chrift Fefus the Lord, fo walk ye in him; rooted 
and built up im bim, and eftablifbed in the faith, as ye 
have been taught. See Jude, ver. 20. This pre 
reffive work includes a cleaving more clofe 
to the foundation, and living by faith upon 
| Chrift, 


/ 


re 
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Ghrift, and fo going from firength to firength, from 
faith to faith. It includes a clofer union anda 
‘clofer affociation of the members of Chrift, as 
lively flones joined together in Chrift, and in 
the truth, all Aalding the bead, from which all the 
body, by joints and bands, having nourifhment minifter- 
ed, and knit together, increafeth with the mereafe of 
God, Col. ii. 19. To unite in away, not holding 


the head, is to carry on a vain building in the © 


air, feparate from. the foundation; an imagi- 
nary work. 


8. The fpiritual builder carries on his work 


according to the right rule; he has his line and 
plummet, and acts according to the ftricteft 
regularity, and by the moft exact fquare. What 
is the rule? Even the word of God, the fcrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teftaments, are the 
only rule; To the law and to the teftimony, if they 
Jpeak not according to this word, it 1s becaufe there 1s 
no light in them, Ua. vill. 20. They have Mofes and 
the prophets, let them hear them, Luke xvi. 29. And 
as many as walk according to this rule, peace be upon 
them and mercy, and upon the Ifrael of God, Gal.vi.16. 
There are fome builders at this day, who make 
other things their rule: fome make mumiffers 
their rule; right or wrong they will follow 
them, faying, God forgive our teachers, if they 
‘miflead us; we know no better. But,-as the 
holy man RurHERFoRD fays, “If our light, 
“ ({fpeaking of minifters in his day) if the mi- 
 nifter’s light be all your {cripture, the Lord 
“ pity you;. 1 would not give a farthing for 
your faith: for our light, fays he, fits many 
times door-neighbour with the fat world; 
and the world poifons light.”—Some make 
the Spirit their rule; particularly fuch as fall 
into the quakerifh enthufiaftical way. . It is a 
-.delufive work, wherein the Spirit, who is the 
ruler, is put in place of the word of God, which 
is the rule: Hence fome make motions, feel- 
ings, impreflions, influences, the rule of judg- 
ing that the work with them is a right work, 
and the rule of judging that the witnefling 
work of the day, among our hands, 1s a wrong 


6s 


work, which is at beft a fetting the Spirit of 


God againft the word of God. No wonder than 
a delufive influence may be thus abufed; for 
‘men may be under a divine influence, and yet 
under a delufion, when they make that influ- 
ence their rule. Job’s friends were under a 
divine influence in what they fpoke; but they 
made that their rule of judging that Job was 
an hypocrite, and fo were under a delufion, 
which God afterwards difcovered. — Some, 


again, make the word their rule, and a good, 


fufficient, excellent rule, but not the only rule; 


thus they fpeak and write who favour of a de- | 
iftical {pirit, making the light of nature and > 


_yeafon arule, as well as the light of the word. 


_ his only-rule.. ButI proceed t0),0.5.55 


sas: a 


But the true fpiritual builder makes the word 


een: 


een 
ae 


as a foldier; an 


. 


IL, The fecond thing propofed, viz.'To give fw 
seeaslarc had it ford aeided OER ME SE 
: diroea foldier, 


ARMOUR; .OR, Sex. Cl. 

__ 2, The fpiritual builder is one whois brought 

to the field of battle, which is juft the field where 
they build: the place of building is the ‘place 

of battle. The foldier no fooner begins to 

build, buthe muft begin to fight the good fight of 
faith.» Wee ae oe One fee i ot 
3. The fpiritual builder is one who has put _ 


wa Ay 


might; prong in the grace that is in Chrift Fefus. 
_, But | thall {peak a little of the fpiritual war- 
rior as here reprefented and exemplified in th 


huiiene Nx depots 
_.1f, The weapon mentioned is the. /word; and 
the fword of the {piritual warrior is no other, 
than that you read of, Eph. vi. 17: The /word of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God. I think it is 
remarkable, itis not the Sprit himfelf that is 
the fword, but his word is the fword. Asthe = 
word is the only rule for building, fothefame ©. 


word is the only rule for fightin g. AstheSpi- = 
rit is the ruler, not the rule; fo the Spiritis — 
the fighter, not the weapon. Weafetotry 


the fpirits by the word, not. the word by the 
Spirit and his motions or influences: thefe are 
various and changeable, enduring but a little 
while; but the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
Indeed, the Spirit makes the word plain and 
powerful; and then the word makes the Spi- 
rit and his work plain and evident to be his. 
True and falfe fpirits are to be tried by the word: 
this is the fword that the Captain himfelf girds - 
withal; Gird thy /word upon thy thigh, O moft Migh- 
ty, with thy glory and thy majefty, Pial. xlv. 3.: and 
thus girded he goes forth, conquering and to con- 
quer. This alfo is the {word wherewith his 
1oldters.are, giraed. - 4. : ane 
' The word may be compared to a /w 
many accounts. The fword is a /harp wea 
fo is the word compared to a fharp two-e 
{fword, Heb. iv. 12..The word o IC 


ive 


C- 
id fpirit, and 
ord is both a 
m; foisthe wordfor 

aults,and making 
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Sanu.Cl THE SPIRLFUAL BUILDER'’s WORK AND WARFARE. 


Pfalm xlv. 5.—In a word,».a fword muft be loft; fo’every {piritual warrior has the fword 

tanaged bya fit hand; andthe hand mufthave of the word applied, cleaving to him as a gir- 

_  ftrength to play and pufh with the fword: e- dle, .and he binding it, as it were, to his fide, 

ven {fo the word, in the hand of faith, muft be to his heart:: Thy word have I hid in my heart, that 

managed bythe ftrength of Jehovah, by the J might not Jn againft thee, by yielding to the e- 
power of the Spirit, otherwife our Leviathan nemy, when I have this fword to refit him. 

Lufls will laugh at the foaking of our fpear; we . 4. Obferve, every builder had his fword gird= 

nuit be kept by the power’ of God, through ed by bis fide, or his LOINS, as.in the margin, 

faith unto falvation, 0 _ and fo builded. | 

But as the word is fitly comparable toa fword, | Here again are feveral things inftructive, 

fo it is called the /word of the Spirit, fitly ;, for, with reference to the {piritual builder and fol- 

1. It is the Spirit that made the fword; the word dier both. Why, here is the clo? application 

is indited by him; for, holy men of God fpake as of the.fword; everyone had his fword girded by his 

is bey-were. moved by the Holy Ghoft.. 2. It isthe ons, his fword by.bis Jide: fo the word mutt be 

erige: init that durni/hes and brightens the fword, clofely applied; hence fays the apoftle, Let the 

. adeang db cleat 0 be a light to. our feet, and a word. of Chrift dwell richly in you, Col, iii. 16. — 


Aol 


ip to our paths. ’ 3. It is the Spirit that.pomts Heré.is their prudence, girding up the fword, 
the {word, and.makes the word /barper than a that it. might not hinder them in their work: 
WS HEE Cee Por ae A i 5 g 


.  — two-edged fword. 4, It.is the Spirit that draws we.are not to make fuch ufe of the word as to 
_ __the {word, and that. wields and manages it hinder our work, but to lay 2 up in our hearts, fo 
oe whenever it does. any. execution, and makes it as‘to praéti/é it in our-lives.—And again, here is 
f , 2X2 sa 4 7 - i rs ECP (EFF i 4 ‘ 


toe powerful ; Nor by might, nor by power, but by my their diligence in.their prefent work ; when they 
Spit, faith the Lord. §. \t is the Spirit that pats werenot jut at war fighting, they were-at work 


. BS Fe eo Ge ge eee Seed + . A < ° ° . ° * 
Re the fword,. the word into. our mouths and building. God gives his people fometimes a 


ad hearts; Prov. i, 22, 23. How long, ye fimple ones, little breathing and interval of reft from the 

Bip ce | vill ye love funplicity, P and fcorners delght.2m their pitched battle, like the /ilence that was in heaven 

. Joni oe d fools. hate knowledge? ‘Turn you at my about half an hour, Rev. viii. 1.: but when they 
|. geproo ae nre Seewe out my Spirit unto you, I are not juft fighting with the foe, they are cal- 


will make known my words unto you. Ma. lix. 21. led to be building at the wall.—Finally, here 
My Spirit that is up thee, and my words which I 4s their readine/s forthe war, as well as diligence 
have pr t in their work, not knowing how foon they 
e mout nor out 0, might be aflaulted; every one had his fword girded 
of thy feed's feed, faith the Lord, from henceforth and by his fide, and fo builded. Thus in buildin g we 
forever. 6, It is the Spirit thatmakesthe fword fhould be ready for battle; {till armed, till 
_ of the word to be fpirit and fe; Jobn vi. 63. watching, fill wearing the /word of the Spirit, — 
Wt is the Spirit that quickeneth, the fle/b profiteth no- ready todraw upon the enemy, and lath the foe 
that would hinder the building of the wall, and 
and ihey are hfe, Xt isthe Spirit that turns grace interrupt our progrefs in the work of God. —— 
__ inthe word to grace in the heart, by making. So much for a fhort account of the Spiritual fol- 
the word /pirié and life; for, the fetter kills, but the dier, from this text. ‘ | 
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pirit, the weapon of the fpiri- _ III, We propofed, in the third place, to offer 
: i fome reajons, why the /piritual builder needs to be 
‘aJfpiritual foldier.. Why, aes: . 
building; every man had his fword girded 1. Becaufe this fpiritual building has many 
e enemies, and is very grievous to enemies: it is 
apa _, oppofed by all the power of earth and hell; 
rior; every, the heathen rage againf it, and the people imagine a 


one are exempted from vain thing, the kings of the earth fet themfelves,and 
aged in the work of therulersof church and ftate take counfel together a 
ual warfare, every againfi the Lord and bis Anointed, faying, Let us break | 
their bands afunder, and caft their cords from us, Pfal. 


i. 1, 2, 3. The up-building of any foul, in the 
— -moft holy faith, is the eye-fore of hell; and the 
. e ee _ building up of the wall of Ferufalem, or any at- 
very builder had his /word, tempt to repair the ruins of the church, in the | 
n fo in the fpiritual war-  doétrine, worthip, difcipline, and government | 
r has his fword, making thereof, is grievous and tormenting to them that 
ich is the word of God, dwell upon the earth. _ Thus the building of the 
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e to them this ar- wall of Jerufalem in Nehemiah’s days; fee 
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and malicious, full of hatred and indignation 
againitt the building and builders: fee how 
they difcovered themfelves in Nehemiah’s time; 
when he fet about the work, chap. 11.19. But 
awhen Sanballat the Horonite, and Lobiah the Jervant 
the Ammonite, and Gefhem the Arabian heard it, they 
laughed us to feorn, and de[pifed us, and faid, What is 
this thing that ye do? Will ye rebel againft the king? 
They that were builders of the wall were charg- 
ed as enemies to the government, derided and 
laughed to fcorn,; chap. iv. 1, 2,3, 7, 8, f1.— 
Their oppofers alfo were fubtile and politic: fee 
chap. vi. how they practifed by craft, feeking 
to do Nehemiah a mifchief, ver. 2.; how they 
practifed by rumours and falfe reports; verfes 
6,—10.; and alfo by falfe and feigned prophe- 
cies, verfes 12, 13, 14. When enemies aré fo 


many, fo powerful and politic; fo wicked and | 


malicious, furely the builders have need every 
one of a fword girded by his-fide. 

3. Spiritual builders need to be ready for 
war, becaufe they build in an enemy’s country, as 
long as they’ are about this building work’on 
earth. As on earth Chrif rules in the midft of bis 
enemies, fo his faithful fervanits and people duzld 
in the midft of their enemies. This earthly region 
isthe devil’s walk, where he is going to and fro, 
and walking up and down, Job 1.7. While they 
build in fuch a place, where they are furround- 
ed. with the devil; and inftruments of the de- 
vil; yea, not only with the wickednefs of the 
wicked and unregenerate world, but the re- 
maining wickednets of the godly, alas! what 
need have builders to be ftill ready armed! 

4. Thefpiritual builders need to have their 
{word girded on their fide, and fo to build, be- 
caufe they build in the enemy’s eye, in the ene- 
my’s fight and prefence: he that covers a table 
for his people in the prefence of their enemiés, 
calls them alfo to build and bear witnefs for 
him in the prefence of their foes; for which 
they are looked upon as figns-and wonders: but 
as they expect he will not be afhamed of them 
at the laft day, fo they are not afhamed of him 
before the world of men and devils, norafham- 
ed of their building work. See how boldly 
Nehemiah fets about the work, in the face of 
his enemies, that laughed him to feorn, chap. 
il. 20. Then anfwered I them, and faid unto them, 
Lhe God of heaven he will profper us, therefore we 
his fervants will arife and build ; but you have no por- 
tion, nor right, nor memorial in Ferufalem. However, 
their building in the enemy’s prefence makes 
the enemy rage the more; and therefore they 

need to be ready armed when they build. 

‘5. Spiritual builders need to be fpiritual fol- 
diers, ready for war, becaufethe enemy is ready 
to break down the building as faft as we can build 
it up, unlefs we be ftill ready, with our {word 
girded by our fide, to refift them. Satan ftands 
at our right-hand, ready to refift us in the work 
of God, and is always watching to overthrow 
the building of grace; therefore we need to be 
always on our guard, watching and ready, 
looking to ourfelves, that we lofe not what we have 
gamed, 2 John ver. 8. Holding fat what we have, 
that no man take our crown, Rev. iil. 11. 

6. Every builder fhould have his fword gird- 
ed by his fide, and fo build, becaufe every buil- 
der has the enemy as near and clofe by his fide, as 
he can have his {word girded by it: enemies 
withoutand within; enemies within the houfe, 
within the heart, within the building, within 
the wall, as well as without. Nehemiah had 
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even the nobles of Judah with him, that kept 
a correfpondence with the enemies. As we 
wrefile not only with flefh and blood, but alfo with 
principalities and powers, &c.; {o we have enemies 
within, that keep correfpondence with ene- 
mies without, and need therefore to be ftill 
ready, ‘ftill armed, for fighting with a fword; 
offenfive, to attack the enemy, and defenfive, to 
defend themfelves, and defend ‘the, building. 

—So much fhall fuffice for the rea/ons of the 
doctrine. — bepress nese ber 8.4 


IV.. The fourth head propofed, is, To make 
application of the fubject. “If it be fo, That /piri- 
tual builders need to be fpiritual foldiers and warriors, 
with their fevord girded by their fide, and fo building, 
hetive fe,: testa caste Pg Ss ehhh os 

1. That the exercifé of true religion is no idle bu- 

Jinefe; it is both a building and a, fighting. 
Though believers ‘are not now under a cove- 
nant of works, to work for life, or do and live, 
that covenant is perfectly fulfilled for them by 
their glorious head; yet under the covenant of 
grace, and under the influence of the grace of 
the*covenant, there is 4 work of faith, and Ia- 
bour of love they are called'to, 2 Thef. i. 3.; and 
itis fuch a work and labour, as may take up 
all their time, and allow ‘no time for.an idle 
hour, ‘They have work for both their hands; 
as here in the context it is faid of the builders, 
in refpect of their throng ‘of work and war at 
once, that every one with one hand wrought at.the 
work, and with the other hand held a weapon. 

2. Hence fee, that Chriftians have litle need ta~ 
be cowards; nay, they ought to be couragious. 
They have a twofold trade upon their hand, 
particularly when they live to fee the défolati- 
ons of Zion’; they have a ‘work and a warfaré 
to accomplifh, a building and a battle; and 
their -warfare is never acomplifhed till the 
building be compleated. As long as. there is 
a ftone of the building to lay, there will be 
a ftir and mighty. combination to oppofe it, 
and to make the work ceafe: therefore, they 
that put their hand to building work little 
need to be of a cowardly difpofition. We find 
cowards are curfed, that go not forth to the 
work and to the war, when the enemy comés in 
like a flood, and the Spirit of the Lord hts up a fiand- 
ard againft them, and calls his people to. come 
under his ftandard, Judges v. 23. Cure ye Me= 
roz, faid the angel of the Lord; curfe ye bitterly the in- 
habitants thereof ; they came not to the help of the Lord, 
to the help of the Lord avainfi the mighty. God calls 
every inhabitant of Zion to be a builder when 
it is ruinous, and every builder to have a fword 
girded by his fide;. yea, he curfes every loiter- 
er, that puts not his hand heartily to the work, 
and every faint-hearted coward, that dares not 
draw his fword againft the enemy ; Curféed be he 
that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully, or, NE- 
GLIGENTLY, as in the margin; and curfed be 
he that keepeth back bis fword from blood. Many 
of this generation do not know or confider 
what heavy curfes they are drawing upon their 
own heads, for their carelefsnefs in the work, 
and cowardice in the war they fhould be en- 
gaged in. Again, hes . ; 

3. Hence fee, fince true I/raelites, or the true- 
born children of Zion, when the walls thereof are 
ruinous, are ftill building at the wall, or bat. 
tling with the enemy, then they cannot be frue- 
born children of Zion, who protefs only to build . 
up themfelves in faith'and holinefs, but ee me 

they 


- the greateft affronts done to the Holy | 
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they have no concern to build up the walls of 
Jerufalem: they profefs they fhould be occupied 
about perfonal reformation, but to appear for 


*public reformation, is what they look upon as 


none of their bufinefs. What fhall we think 


of thefe that pretend now-a-days to be converts, 


and yet are converted to a hatred of public 
church reformation, and whofe converfion is 
a {creen to cover, and mafkto hide all the pub- 
lic defections and corruptions of the time, as 
if there were no need of any teftimony, or 
witnefling work againft them? Alas! though 
fome who have tettified againft fuch corrup- 
tions, and. hellifh and. dreadful, converfions, 
are charged with blafphemy, as if they were 
appearing againft the work. of the Holy 
Ghoft, yet may not that charge be juftly_re- 
torted? For, what blafphemy againft the Ho- 


ly Ghoft. were it to afcribe that work to him, 


whereby fo many perfons are converted to 
perjury and covenant-breaking with the great 
God; converted to apoftafy. from, and oppo- 
firion to the moft folemn obligations to God, 
that ever a church or nation were under. To 


call this a work of the Spirit of God, is one of 


: Ghoft 
imaginable; it looks like doing de/pite to tl 

rit of God, to make him the author of that work, 
that leads people to have a defpiteat the glori- 
ous work of reformation he wrought for us, 
and at all that witnels forit; orifthey pretend 
to pray for them, it is, lam well informed, 


_as if they would pray for the enemies of God 
and his glory. .Thefe that are converted to o- 


pen apoftafy, it is eafy to fee that they are not 
God’s converts, but the devil’s.* 

. 4. Hence fee, fince f{piritual builders muft be 
{piritual foldiers, with their fword girded by 
their fide; then here is one reafon why the {pi- 
ritual building of the work of grace in the heart, 


or of the work of réformation in the church, goes 
flowly on: why, the oppofition is. great; and 
indeed builders, whether they be in a more 


private or public ftation, muft lay their account 
with oppofition from all quarters under hea- 
ven. The Chriftian, who puts to his hand to 
build up himfelf in the mof holy faith, and to 
build up the walls of Ferufalem, by joining in 
any honeft witnefling work, he may lay his 
account with reproach, calumny, hatred, per- 
fecution, and ill-treatment,.in the world. | If 
people intend to fide with the times and fall 


-. in with the way of the world, the world can- 
not hate them; but if they will teftify againft 


ricked world, or a corrupt church, then 
may expect the world’s fury, fuch as 
ifelf met with, John vil..7. The world 

ou, but me it hateth, becaufe I teftify of 

mere are evil. _Chrift was the 
nd he built by bearing witnefs 
ifying againft the evil of 
ms of the Jewifh 
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will be reckoned enemies to church and ftate, 
and f{chifmatics: but though departing from 
corruption and corrupters in a church be | 
a commanded duty, yet Satan always la- 
bours to put odious names upon real duty, 
and to bury the truth of God under the rub- 
bith of vile reproach, and ftrange afperfions. 
However, the oppofition from enemies, by vi- 
olence and deceit, is one of the reafons why 
the building goes on flowly, and meets with 
many interruptions. | 
5. lf fpiritual builders mutt be foldiers, with 
their {word girded. by their fide, then we are 
not to think firange, 1t building times: fhould be 
troublous times ; it..is,faid; Dan. ix. 25. The wall 
Shall be built, even in troublous times... God carries 
on his work even in fuch times; becaufe it is 
moft fuitable to his name, as.a prefent help in 
time of trouble; becaufe it is moft furprifing to 
his friends, and confounding to his enemies: 
alfo, becaufe it is moft for the glory of his 
name, his wifdom, power, mercy, and truth ; 
and becaufe the, building then appears the 
more to. be the Lord’s work, when oppofed by 
earth and hell; and. becaufe the building ap- 
pears more remarkable and confpicuous. He 
gets the praife of his work that 1s carried on 
in troublous times; and he gives his people 
occafion both to fing of mercy and judgment ¢ and 
when the walls built, even in troublous times, when 
it is leaft expected, he thus encourages the 
faith of his people, in. the worft of times, that 
they may ¢ruft i him at all times... Let none be 
difcouraged from building for fear of trouble, 
and troublous, times;.for then, fays the Lord, 
the wall hall be built... 
6. Hence we may.learn, that itis not ftrange, 
if reforming times be allo contending times.. When- 
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That is to fay, “ The church of Chrift is found- 
“ upon blood, built up with blood, rebuilt and 
* repaired with blood, and finifhed with blood.” 
A bloody husband baft thou been to me, faid Zipporah 
to Mofes; a bloody bride hath the church been 
to Chrift: what with the blood of Chrift, the 
blood of enemies, the blood of martyrs, fhe is 
become red inher apparel, like her glorious Head 
and Hutband. 

+, Hence fee, that it is an honourable work and 
employment that our Lord calls all his followers 
to, namely, to be builders under him, and both 
to work his work, and to: wear his {word at 
the fame time; to be workers and warriors for 
God: every honourable worker will work with 
the King’s {word at their fide, The jword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. This is the ho- 
nour of all the faints, that are helped to be faith- 
ful to their fovereign King Jefus, to work at 
his building, and fight his battles. It is not 
below the nobles of the earth, to be employ- 
ed in building and fighting for God. David, 
though a king, fays, Pfal. cxxxil. 4, 5. J well 


not give fleep to mine eyes, or flumber to mine eye-lids, . 


wutil Lynd out a place for the Lord, an habitation for 
the mghty God of Facob. You fee how much it 
was in his heart to build a houfe for the Lord, 
2 Sam. vii, 2.; and how he was approved there- 
in, ver. 5,—17.: but many reckon it a difho- 
nourable work to build God’s temple, in a 
fpiritual fenfe, or to fall a building the ruined 
walls of his church, and efpecially the nobles 
in our day; how like are they to the nobles of 
Judah, in the days of Nehemiah? for it is faid 
of them, Neh. iu. 5. fpeaking of the names 
and order of them that built the wall, and 
particularly of the Tekoites, that they repair- 
ed, but their nobles put not their necks to the work of 
the Lord. And we are told, chap. vi.17. how fe- 
cret intelligence paft between the enemies and 
the nobles of Judah; inftead of building, they 
kept correfpondence with the enemies of the 
work. Alas! how is this exemplified in the 
nobles of our land? Inftead of putting hand 
to repair a ruined work of reformation, how 
are they rather confederate with the enemies 
of it! But, as it did not difcourage Nehe- 
miah, that the nobles were none of the build- 
ers, the work went on for all that; fo it fhould 
not be difcouraging to them who aim at the 
rebuilding of Jerufalem’s wall, that they have 
not the countenance of nobles and gentry. 
God ftirred up the nobles of this land indeed 
to reformation-work, a hundred years ago; 
but though now they fhould ly by, yet God can 
carry on his work without them: it is an en- 
couraging word you have, Zep. ili. 12, 16,17, 18. 
L will alfo leave in the midft of thee an afflicted and 
poor people, and they [hall truft in the name of the Lord. 
In that day it fhall be faid to Ferufalem, Fear thou not; 
and to Zion, Let not thine hands be flack: the Lord 
thy God in the mdft of thee is mighty; he will fave, 
“he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will reft m his 
tove, he will joy over thee with finging. Iwill ga- 
ther them that are forrowful for the folemn affembly, 
who are of thee to whom the reproach of it was a 
burden. The work is honourable, though thefe 
that are both devout and honourable fhould be ftir- 
red up againft it, as Acts xiii. 50. The warfare is 
honourable, though Gebal, and Ammon, and Ama- 
lek, yea, and the children of Lot with them, fhould 
be confederate againft it, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 5,—8. 
8. Hence fee the mark. and character. of the 
true and faithful children of Zion, when the con- 


* 
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cerns of Zion call for it, they are evéry one build- 
ers, and every builder has his fword girded by his 
fide, and fo builds. There is a twofold build- 
ing and battling they are called to and con- 
cerned in; the one is habitual, and the other 
occafional. 
(1.) The habitual daily building they are em- 
ployed in, is their building up them/elvesin their 
moft holy faith, by endeavouring to be more and 
more rooted and built up in Chrift: and this’build- 
ing is alfo ftill carried on with fword in hand; 
for they muft fight every bit of ground on 
which they build, having not only fle/h and 
blood, but principalities and powers to wreftle againft. 
This building and battle is perfonal and habi- 
tual; continual work and warfare, that all 
true Ifraelites are €ngaged. 
~(2.) The occafional building and battle they 
are concerned in, is at Certain times and peri- 
ods, wherein the enemy rages furioufly, and 
ruins the walls of the building; and efpecially 
when Zion zs in adverfity, and Ferufalem in ruins : 
when the carved work of the doétrine, wor- 
fhip, difcipline, and government of the church 
is broken down, as with hammers and axes, then 
are all true believers called to be builders, or 
burden-bearers, Neh. iv. 10; and to be foldiers or 
helpers in the holy war: if not by handling 
their arms, as warriors; yet by holding them, 
as fervants, as it is faid, ver. 16. fome held the 
Spears, the fhields, the bows, and the habergeons: 
every one, according to his ftation, aflociating 
with thefe that are engaged in the building and 
the battle, and contributing to their affiftance 
in the work and warfare. They may be faid 
to bear arms really, that bear witnefs faithful- 
ly and honeftly, in a day of defection and a- 
poftafy, when a teftimony for God, andagainft 
error and corruption, is on the field. 
As this is the mark and character then of all 
the true and faithful children of Zion, that 


they are engaged in this twofold work and_ 


warfare ; fo there is this peculiar in their con- 
duct therein, that they have no confidence in 
themfelves, nor in their works; their whole con- 
fidence is in the Lord, without whom they can 
neither build nor fight to any purpofe or ad- 
vantage: they know, that wnle/s the Lord build 
the city, the builders build in vain; and that it is 
Curist himfelf that muft build the temple, and bear 
the glory: they know alfo, that unlefs the Lord 
fight for them, they can do nothing but fall or 
fly before the enemy; for, the battle ts ihe Lord's. 
Therefore when they go to work, their lan- 
guage is, with David, Pfal. lxxi. 16. will goin 
the firength of the Lord; I will make mention of thy 
righteoufne/s, even of thine only: and when they 
go forth to war, they dare not truft in their 
{word or bow; ‘but thew language is, with 
David, when going forth againit Goliah, 1Sam. 
xvii. 45. Thou comeft to me with a fword, and with 
a fpear, and with a fhield; but I come to thee in the 
name of the Lord of hofts, the God of the armies of I/- 
racl, whom thou bhaft defed.—You may try if you 
have the mark and character of the true and 
faithful children of Zion. 2 
‘9. Hence fee both matter of conviction to ene- 
mies, and comfort to the friends of Zion. On 
the one hand, this doctrine fpeaks conviétion to 
enemes: if all the true and faithful children of 
Zion are /piritual builders, and /piritual foldiers, 
then it may reach conviction to thefe, that 


profefs to be true [fraelites, true Chriftians,and — 


yet know nothing of this work, of being builders 
| ‘ye tenes with. 
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with {word in hand; but, inftead of being 
builders, are defroyers of the work; who, inftead 
of being up-builders of the wall of Jerufalem, 
are down-breakers thereof. Well}. Sirs, but 
Jerufalem will prove a ‘burdenfome ftone to fach, 
Zech, xii. 2, 3.—It {peaks conviction to thefe 
who have been builders, but now are deferters 
of the work, of whom God fays, The back/lider 
in beart fhall be filled with his own way, Prov. xiv. 
14.1 hate the work of them that. turn afide, Pfal. 
cl. 3. See Pal. cxxv. 5. As for fuch as turn afide 
unto their crooked ways, the Lord fhalllead them forib 
with the workers of iniquity ; but peace fhall be upon 
Yrael.—\t {peaks conviction and terror to thefe 
that are traitors, who betray the builders: per- 
haps: the fociety we are concerned in have had 
fuch inour bofom, that now have gone out from 
us, becaufe they were not of us*; but they that be- 
tray the caufe of Chrift, ‘betray Chrift himfelf, 
and will make but’a poor hand of it in the if- 
- fue.—It {peaks conviction to thefe that profes 
to build, but without a fword, and would be buil- 
ders but not foldiers: but in vain do they think 
toobtain the kingdom of heaven, without tak- 
ing it by violence; nay, 7 /uffers violence, and the vi- 
- olent take it by force. © Will they ever raife build- 
ings that will reach up to heaven, and yet lay 
by their fword, lay by their Bible, the /word of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God? There is no 
fighting againft the devil and his inftruments, 
but by the word of truth, the gofpel weapons of 
wartare, that are mighty through God to the pulling 
down, of firong holds. The Deifts of our: day, who 
allow not the {criptures to be the only rule of 
faith and practice, the only {word of the Spi- 
rit, they are not church-builders ; they may be 
ebhurch-rulers, but are truly church-ruiners: Chritt 
will fight againft them with the fword of his mouth, 
Rev..1i. 16.; for they are againft the word of 
the Lord, and the word of the Lord is againft 
them.—<Again, it fpeaks conviction and terror 
to thefe that profefs to be /oldiers, and yet are 
not builders: but as none can be fpiritual buil- 
ders who are not fpiritual foldiers; fo none can 
be fpiritual foldiers, who are not builders: yet 
fome profefs to be foldiers; they pretend to 
take the {word of the word in their hand, and 
gird it by their fide, and the fword of power 
and church authority, but inftead of building, 
they draw the fword againtt the builders, inftead 
of drawing it againft the enemies ‘+. This is the 
cafe, when church judicatories abufe the au- 
thority Chrift in his word gave to his church, 
by drawing that fword, in his name, againft 
his friends; Hearthe word of the Lord, ye that 
tremble at his word, your brethren that hated you, that 
capt you out for my name’s fake, faid, Let the Lord be 
Slorified ; but he fhall appear to your glory, and they 
Shall be afhamed, fa. \xvi. 5. But to all fuch e- 
nemies to the building of the walls of Jerufa- 


lem, and oppofers of the work and oppreflors » 


of the builders, may be applied thefe words 
_ you have, Jer. 1.24. Ihave laid a fnare for thee, 
and thou art alfo taken, O Babylon, and thou waft not 
aware; thou art found and alfo- caught, because thou 
haft firiven againft the Lord. Ver. 33, 34. Thus faith 
_ the Lord, The children of Ifrael and the children of 
Fudah were opprefed together, and all that took them 
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captves held them fa? they refufed to let them go: their 
Redeemer is firong, the Lord of hofts is bis name; he 
Shall throughly plead their caufe, that be may give reft 
to the land, and difquiet to the inhabitants of Babylon. 

But, on the other hand, this doctrine {peaks 
comfort to the true friends of Zion, and true buil- 
ders therein, with their fword girded by their 
fide. As there is a heavy.curfe denounced a- 
gainft thefe that will not work the Lord’s work, 
nor fight bis battles, Jer. xlviii. 10.; fo there are 
blefings that God has promifed to be upon the 
head of builders. See Hag. ii. 18, 19. Confider 
now from this day and upward, that the foundation of 
the Lord's temple was laid,—from this day will Ible/s 
you. Whenever a man begins honeftly to build, 
upon the foundation Jefus Chrift, were it from 
this day, then faith the Lord, from this day will I 
ble/s you. Bleflings are alfo pronounced upon 
the head of thefe that gird their fword by their 
fide, and fo build; and upon honett fighters of 
the good fight of faith ; for, to themis laid up a crown 
of righteoufne/s. The fair fighters {hall be con- 
querors, and the conquerors fhall be crowned; 
be faithful tothe death, and Iwill give thee the crown 
of life. Every fair ftroke you give your lufts 
and {piritual enemies with the fword of the 
Spirit drawn again{t them, is a token that 
though, like Gad, a troop may overcome you, yet 
you fhall overcome at the laf. And how many 
bleffings are heaped upon the heads of over- 
comers, you may fee by the epilogue of every 
epiftle to the feven churches of Alia, recorded 
in the fecond and third chapters of the Revela- 
tion.—Here is encouragement both to the work 
and to the war. 

ro. And laftly, hence fee the duty of all the 
people of God, who defire to be blefled and fas 
voured of him, and to fhow themfelves his 
friends and followers at this day, namely, to 
imitate the builders here in a fpiritual way, that every 
builder have his fword girded by his fide, and fo build. 
You ought allto be thus"employed. But many 
here are not yet in a fpiritual ftate, capable for 
being fpiritual builders, and fpiritual foldiers, 
yet in a ftate of nature, ftrangers to the ftate of 
grace, and union to Chrift. Therefore, Iwould 
firft tender an exhortation to you; and then of- 
fer a few advices. 

In the jr? place, I would exhort you to come 
to Chrift, the fure foundation, that you may be 
capable'to be builders upon it; and to cometo 
him as the Captain of falvation, and inlift with 
him, that you may be capable to fight under 
his banner. While you are out of Chrift, you 
are but defroying yourfelves, inftead of building up 
yourfelves in the moft holy faith ; fighting againf God, 
inftead of fighting the good fight of faith. Ocome, 
Sirs; come to Chrift, and do not remain ene- 
mies to God, and to your own falvation! A 
whole Trinity calls you to be reconciled to God; 
the Father fays, Come; It is his commandment, that 
you believe im the name of his Son: the Son fays, 
Come; Whofoever will, let him come: the Holy Ghoft 
fays, Come; The Spirit and the bride fay, Come. 
Your circumftances fay, Come; you are guilty, 
O come and get righteoufnefs; you are weak, 
Ocomeand get ftrength: your wants fay, Come; 
come and get them all fupplied: your beart- 


_ * It is probable Mr. Tuomas Natrn, is the perfon our Author here has his eye upon; hehaving, about five months before this, 
(viz. Feb. 3d, 1743.] given in his diflent and feceffion from the Afociate Prefbytery, in regard he had efpoufed Anti-government prin- 


’ eiples, which he has likewife fince relinquifhed. 
Prefbytery to his reafons of difent. is brt. 


If the reader inclines to fee this affair laid open, he may confult)dn/wers by the Affociate 


+ This was remarkably verified, in the profecution raifed againft the Affociate Brethren, and carried on by the refpective Church- 
judicatories with fo much keennefs, when venters and propagators of pernicious errors were either paffed by, or inadequately cenfured, 


See Vol. I. p. 149, 332, 454, 631, 661, 671. 
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plagues fay, Come and get healing: death fays, 
Come, that the fting of death may be taken a- 
way: judgment fays, Come, that you may be 
able to ftand injudgment; etermityfays, Come, 
that you may be happy to all eternity. Come 
and build upon the fure foundation; comeand 
fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on eternal 
iife. But now, - 


Inthe fecond place, I would offer a few advices 


to you, who having come to God in Chrift, 

would defire to be honeft builders and faithful 

foldiers, in a fpiritual fenfe. . 

_.(1.) IL would advife you to be /fudents. of the 
times, the proper time for building and fight- 
ing, that you may apply yourfelves to the duty 
of the times. Though thefe duties are called 
for at a// times, yet there arefome /pecia/ times, 
wherein we ought to be employed, in a fpecial 
manner. It is given as the character of the 
fons of Iffachar, 1 Chron. xu. 32. that they were 
men that had underftanding of the times, to know what 
Lrael ought to do. The want of this feems to be 
what our Lord reproves, Mat. xvi. 3. Ye hypo- 
crites, ye can difcern the face of the fky; but, can ye 
not difcernthe figns of the times? Intimating, that 
they who are wholly ignorant of the figns of 
the times are hypocrites; they have {kill and 
knowledge in things that are natural, but are 
wilfully ignorant of {piritual things, not know- 
ing, in their day, the things that belong to their peace : 
fuch hypocrify is like to end in apoftafy; for 
they that do not know or confider the times, 
and the duty of the time, are in the utmott 
danger of being taken in the fnare of the time, 
like thefe fpoken of, Ecclef. ix. 12. For man alfo 
knoweth not his time: as fifhes that are taken in an 
evil net, and as the birds that are caught in the fnare ; 

fo are the fons of men jnared in an evil time, when it 

falleth fuddenly upon him. This is one of the rea- 
fons why our time juft now abounds with fuch 
hypocrites and apottates, that are caught in the 
{nare of the times, no® knowing or confidering, 
that if ever there was a time for building or 
fighting, thefe times we live in are building 
times, and fighting times, and proper times 
for working and witnefling. But, alas! the 
hypocritical generation we live among, have 
been for more than half acentury of years, fay- 
ing, with the people mentioned, Hag. 1. 2. The 
time is not come, the time that the Lord’s houfe_/hould 
be built; to whom the Lord fays, ver. 4, 5. Js it 
time, for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled houfes, and 
this houfe ly wafte? Now, therefore, thus faith the 
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killed their concern for public church Refor- 
mation, and for the rebuilding of the ruined 
walls of our Jerufalem: but, you that have efcap- 
ed the fword of dreadful delufion, fent to punifh | 
a generation of apoftates, that refufe toremem- 
ber their folemn Covenant with God, /and not 
full, hatte to fly out of Babylon: if the body, '- 
with which you have been formerly incorpo- 
rate, be become a Babylon in a fpiritual and 
{criptural fenfe, a Babylon for defection, apo- 
ftafy, and corruption; a Babylon, for perfecu- 
tion of, and oppofition to the covenanted doc- 
trine, worfhip, difcipline,.and government of 
Chrift’s houfe: Remember the Lord afar off, and let 
Ferufalem come into your mind; while you mind the 
Lord, mind Jerufalem, and the ruinous walls 
thereof ; you thaf have efcaped the fword, that 
is deftroying Reformation-work, and is bufy 
killing the witneffes for it: if you truly remem- 
ber the Lord, Jerufalem willcometo your mind. | 
Let them deceive and delude themfelves who — 
will, that pretend to remember the Lord, and 
yet forget Jerufalem,and herruinous walls, yet 
youthat are honeft builders, when youremem- 
ber the Lord, it is not poflible but Jerufalem 
will come into your mind: the more ruinous 
it is, the more will you remember it, fo as'to 
take pleafure in her flones, and favour the duft there- 
of, till the Lord arife, and have mercy on Zion; for 
he has promifed to appear in his glory and build up 
Zion. Andhappy arethey, that through grace 
are honeft workers with him. 
(3.) Another advice I give is, beware of fying 
when God is calling you to fight, as wellas to 
build. Should fuch a man as Ifly? {aid Nehemiah, 
chap. vi. 11.. When Sanballat was practifing 
by craft, by falfe reports, and by falfe prophe- 
fies, to terrify him and to fright him from his 
work; no, fays he; Should /uch a man as If? 
Enemies are ftill at work to hinder the fpiritual 
building, either by violence or deceit; but, as 
the Lord has promifed to redeem the foul of his 
people from deceit and violence, Pfal. lxxii. 14. ; fo 
they are not to be frightened from their work 
by the lies, calumnies, falfe prophets, orfalfe 
reports and reproaches that enemies raife a- 
‘gainft them; for God promifes to take their- 
part, Jer. 1. 34. Their Redeemer is ftrong, the Lord 
of hofts is bis name; he fhall throughly plead their 
caufe, that he may give refi to the land, and difqmet 
to the inhabitants of Babylon, by whom. his people 
were opprefled, ver. 33. And fee what he fays 
to the enemies, Jer. xlviii. 27, Was not Irae! a 
derifion unto thee? And fee what he fays of the 
enemies, ver. 2 We have heard the pride of 


Moab bese: proud) his loftine/i, and bis 
arrogancy, and his pride, and the haughtine/s of his Be 
heart. Iknow his wrath, faith the Lord; it / 


Shall not effect it. 
ie advife you further, to 
with the enemies of the w 
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with the unfruitful works of darknefs; it is 
dangerous to ftrengthen the hands of the ene- 
mies, and weaken the hands of the builders: 
fee how God obferves this; J have feen in the 
prophets in Ferufalem an horrible thing, they firengthen 
the hands of evil-doers, Jer. xxiii. 14. Thefe in- 
deed were falfe prophets, mockers of the true 
prophets, as we fee from ver. 33. and down- 
wards of that chapter. But if a true faint 
fhould be fo far left, as to correfpond with, and 
ftrengthen the hands the enemies, of God’s fa- 
therly wrath will go forth againft him; though 
-he cannot, being a child of God,. become a 
child of wrath, yet he may be a child under 
wrath. You have a remarkable inftance of 
this in good Jehofhaphat, 2 Chron, xix. 2. And 
Febu the feer went out to mect him, and faid to king 
Febo/hophat, Should? thou help the ungodly, and love 
them that hate the Lord? Therefore 1s wrath upon 
thee from before thé Lord. \t is next to impoflible, 
to have fellowfhip with fome focieties, and 
not be involved in the common guilt with them, 
and expofed to the judgments that are coming 
upon them. If Lot had not.obeyed the com- 
mand, of hafting out of Sodom, he had perifh- 
ed in the fire, If Noah had not, at God’s com- 
mand, made the ark, and run into it, he had 
perifhed in the water with the reft of the world. 
If-we partake with wicked enemies in their 
fins, we may expect to partake with them in 
their judgments. See Rev. xviii. 4. Eph. v. 6,7. 
(5.) A Rich advice I would give you is, Know 
your great afsfant, both in the work and in the 
war,namely, theSpiritof God, Zech. iv. 6. This 
isthe word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, (by whom 
the’ temple was to be rebuilt): Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of hofts. 
Whatever mountains of difficulty were in the 
way, yet by this great afliftant the work was 
to be carried on and compleated; Who art thou, 
O great mountain; before Zerubbabel? Thou /halt-be- 
tome a plain ; and he fhall bring forth the head-fione 
thereof with fhoutings, crying, Grace, grace. unto it, 
ver. 33. Chrift is our Zerubbabel; it is: he, 
even he fhall buiid the temple of the Lord, and he /hall 
bear the glory, Zech: vi. 13. And fpiritual buil- 
‘ders are to know, that it is not by power, nor 
by might, but by his Spirit, the work is:to be 
carried on. ‘Therefore, know your great affift- 
ant, the Spirit of Chriit, and endeavour to be 
well acquaint with, and to depend upon his 
affiftance. It is taken for granted; that all true 
believers, or {piritual builders; know and are 
acquaint with him, though the reft of the 
world are not. He is called, John xiv. 17. The 
Spirit. of truth, whom the world cannot receive, -be- 
taufe it feeth him not, neither knoweth bim; but ye 
know him, for he dwelleth in you, and fhall beim'you. 
Tt is here taken for granted, therefore I may 
fay to you, believers, ye know him, and: his 
inhabitation in you.. How do I know that, 
fay you? Why, he is in you as q well of water 
Joringing up to everlafting hfe: this is the water 
that Chrift gives, John iv. 14.; :yea, the well 
itfelfisin you: and how do you know a fpring- 
well, but by the bubbling up of the water? 
Even fo, you know him by his gracious operati- 
ons, particularly by his teffying work ; He fhall 


teftify of me, fays Chritt: by his glorifying work; 


‘He fhall glorify me, or fhew my glory. You may 
‘know him by his awakening work; ‘for which 
you pray, faying, Awake, O north-aind; and come, 
‘thou fouth, blow upon my garden. YOu may know 
him by his quickening and /trengthening work ; 
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quickening you to pray, or pour out your hearts 
before God ; and ftrengthening you to wreflle with 
God for the blefing ; and to wreftle againtt fin, as 
In an agony fometimes. You may know him 
by his bumbling, fanctifying, fealing, and comforting 
work; After ye believed, ye were fealed with the holy 
Spirit of prom/e.—Thus you may know him by 
his affifting work. O know your a/ffiftant in 
the fpiritual work and war. Pray for the Spirit; 
and depend upon his affiftance, without whom 
you can do nothing. 

(6.) I would advife you further, let the word 
of God, and. not the Sprriz, be your only rule for 
the building, and fword for battle; for, the 
Sword of the Spirit is the word of God, Eph. vi. 17. 
And the word. of God is the only rule to direct 
us how we may glorify God, by building up 
ourfelves in the moft holy faith: To the law and 
to the teflimony, if they Jpeak not according. to this 
word, it 1s becaufe there 1s no light inthem. Let not, 
therefore, the feelings and. motions of the Spi- 
rit be your rule; or your {word ; the /word of 
the Spirit is not the SprriT. Aim/elf, but the word 
of God. ‘The law and teftimony of God; the 
revelation of his will, in the f{criptures; and 
the doctrine of his grace, in the gofpel; thefe 
are the weapons of our warfare, mighty through God 
to the. pulling: down ftrong holds. “The gofpel of 
Chrift is the power of God to falvation, 2 Cor. x. 5. 
Rom.i.16. In pure believing, fpiritual build- 
ing,.and firhting the good fight. of faith, the true 
Spirit. of Chrift makes the foul build upon no- 
thing ele but the word, and fo to build its 
faith and hope upon the foundation of the apofiles 
andprophets, ‘Fefes Chrift bimfelf beang the head cor 
ner fone, Eph. ii..20. Faith may be confirmed 
afterwards by the feeling and fealing of the 
Spirit,:as [formerly faid, after ye believed ye were 
Jealed;» but in nothing does the power of the 
Spirit more exert itfelf, inthe day of believing, 
than in bringing the foul to be denied to all 
internal feelings, and to reject all other grounds 
of faith, than what are laid down in the word, 
So many and dangerous are the delufive ope- 
rations of evil fpirits on the hearts of men, at 
this day, that we need to be fenced againft-the 
enthufiafm that prevails, and to, ground our 
faith allenarly upon God’s word... Faith cometh 
by hearing, and not by feeling ; it comes by. ear- 
ing what the Spirit faith to the churches, and not by 
feeling what he works upon the heart: though 
he works there; yet. true heart-work brings 
the word to the heart, and the heart to the 
word. The falfe quakerith {pirit leads, people 
toa Chrift within them, in their hearts; in 
whom feeling, they rejoice with .a joy unwar- 
rantable, and full of delufion:. but the true Spi- 
ritof Chrift leads the hearts wherein he works, 
to'aChrift without them in the word; inwhom 
believing, they rejoice with joy unfpeakable, aud full 
of glory, 1 Pet.i.8. °: Therefore I fay again, true 
heart-work brings the word to the heart, and 
the heart tothe word :..and true fpiritual build- 
ers and fighters ftand upon that word, as the 
ground upon which they build and fight; and 
they build by that word as their rule, and fight 
with that word. as-their fword...Zhe fword of 
the Spirit 1s the word of Gods) 

(7.) 1 would advife you again, ithat you be- 
ware of-every thing that may endanger the {pi- 
-ritual work and fpiritual warfare., Here-I will 
lay before you fome things very dangerous, 
which you fhould beware of: | 
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a. It is' dangerous to miftake a flceping ene- 
my 
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my fora flain one; ora fleeping luft for a flain 
or mortified one: for, if fin be not mortified 
by the Spirit, the fleeping luft, the fleeping 
enemy, when awake, may foon mar and hin- 
der the building. Again, 

2. Itis dangerous to /leep upon the wall where 
you build, or to give way to {fpiritual loth. 
Let a man be never fo well armed, yet if he 
be afleep, or in a found nap upon the bed of 
floth, he is an eafy prey tothe enemy; there- 
fore, watch and pray, that ye enter not invo tempta- 
tion. 

3. It is dangerous to watch but one half hour, 
and think you may fleep fafely the other half. 
The Philiftines are upon you, if ye let down 
your watch, though you be never fo ftrict and 
{piritual for a little while. Again, 

4. It is dangerous to dally with the enemy, and 
give any little bit of ground to him. A half 
look towards a diftant idol may bring ona 
broad look; and a broad look may renew an 
old acquaintance with the luft that was fub- 
dued; and Juft, when it hath concewved, bringeth 
forth fn, James i. 14, 15. 

5. It isdangerous to con/ult with fle/h and blood, 
or to be conducted in your work and warfare 
by the rule of carnal policy: this made the 
chief priefts and Pharifees confult the death 
and deftruction of the great Mafter-builder ; 
What do we? this man doth many miracles : if we let 
him alone, all men will believe on him, and the Ro- 
mans [hall come and take away both our place and na- 
tion, John ii. 47,48. The meafures they thought 
would raife and preferve them, did ruin them 
and their eftablifhed church too. Carnal poli- 
ticians, inftead of being up-builders. of the 
church, are down-breakers of it; deftroyers 
of the building, and. the builders too: ° they 
pull down their houfe about their ears; and 
leave it defolate, as thefe rulers in the Jewifh 
church did. 

- 6, It is dangerous, in our fpiritual building, 
and fpiritual work that concerns your foul, to 
give God no more fervice than’ what you think 
is his due, and what you allow him at his fet 
times of devotion, whether fecret or focial: if 
he get not many a ftolen look between hands, 
the devil and the world will fteal away your 
heart from him. It is dangerous, whenever 
duty is over, to think then your heart is at li- 
berty to turn where it pleafes; it needs to be 
bridled with many a look to heaven, by ejacu- 
latory prayer in company, and in the interval 
of duty, otherwife, when you return to duty, 
you may find it a difficult matter to bring back 
your heart to your work, from the mountains 
where it has been wandering. Again, 

7. It is dangerous to keep no guard upon the 
back of a victory, no watch upon the back of a 
manifeftation: whereas the greateft danger 
may be upon the back of the greateft victory, 
or the fweeteft manifeftation ; for Satan, if he 
can, will feek to throw you down from the 

pinacle of the temple. 

8. In a word, it is dangerous to yield to the e- 
nemy in any the /eaft point of truth ; for, by tempt- 
ing you to pull out any {mall pinnings of the 
building, he aims at the loofing and diffolving 
the whole fabric. If we love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, we will regard every 
thing, and all things whatfoever he has com- 
manded. Some are reckoned too nice and {cru- 
pulous, that will not yield in fome fmall mat- 
ters; but we fee the beft of God’s fervants in 
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fcripture, and the mofteminent builders, have 
been fuch as the world would call the moft 
nice and fcrupulous. What think you of Mo- 
fes, that would not part with a hoof? What 
think you of Mordecai, that would not yield 
in the bow of aknee? Of Daniel, that would 
not yield even in the /hutting of a window? And 
of Paul, who would not yield for an hour? He 
would not give place to the falfe apoftles no 
not for an hour. -If the word of God be our 
rule, we will regard every thing that has his 
authority ftampt upon it, how ever fmall the 
world may reckon it. Some pretend a great 
regard for what they call fundamental points, but. 
as to other things, fuch as the di/cipline and go- 
vernment of the church, they can eafily difpenfe - 
with thefe, however much the honour of God 
be concerned therein: while yet they would 
be very ill pleafed to want the leaft compli- 
ment of their worldly honour and dignity, or 
the {malleft penny of their worldly gain and 
commodity. Though fome things may be cal- 
led fundamentals zatrinfically, as abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to falvation; yet the fmalleft matters 
of revealed truth are alfo fundamental authori- 
tatively, and as neceflary to be regarded, by vir- 
tue of the divine authority as the former. Bap- 
tifm, for example, is not abfolutely neceflary to 
falvation; this we affert againft the church of 
Rome: yet the contempt and neglect of it, when 
it can be obtained, is damnable, becaufe of 
God’s authority interpofed. To difregard arid 
defpife the fmalleft matters in religion, which 
are neceflary to be received and maintained, if 
not for themfelves, yet for the authority of 
God fpeaking in the {criptures, bring as cer- 
tain a curfe and condemnation, as ignorance 
and error do in matters that are in themfelves 
more effential and fubftantial. Will it ever ju- 
ftify the apoftates of our day, that they fay 
they ftill cleave to thefe things of God, that are 
of greateft concern to .falvation, while they 
know how much his glory is concerned in o- 
ther things, and that the contempt of his au- 
thority in the {malleft things is damnable? Our — 
Lord fays, Mat..v.19. Whofoever fhall break one of 
thefe leaft. commandments, and [hall teach men Jo, he 
foall be called the leaft mn the kingdom of heaven. lf 
men will call any of thefe things of God fmall 
things, yet what will this diftinction availthem? 
Will they ever be abfolved for their regard to 
the greateft, when condemned for their neglect 
and contempt of the {malleft things of God? 
True builders are well directed, Ezra vii. 23. 
Whatfoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it 
be done for the houfe of the God of heaven; for, why 
Should there be wrath againft the realm of the king, 

and his fons? 2. — 
-(8.) The laft advice I offer is, Never attempt 
to build without your /word ; let every builder have 
his {word girded by his fide, and fo build. As 
there’ is no fighting, fo there is no building to 
any advantage, without.the /word of the Spirit; 
therefore take it to you, Eph. vi. 16,17. He 
who injoins you to take the /hield of faith, fays 
alfo, Take the /word of the Spirit. Chrift is our 
armoury and magazine for military provifion; 
and this piece of armour among the reft he has 
to give, and wills you tottake. He gives you 
his fword, 415 word, John xvii. 14. . Therefore 
take what he gives: he gives you his word of | 
grace and promife, even. great and. precious 
promifes; and every promife believed is a 
{word drawn againft.the enemy, and matter 
i cae aa fit 
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fitforbuilding with. Search the {criptures, and 
hide the word in your heart, and thus gird the 
{word by your fide. He gives you his word,fay- 
ing, Take this fword of mine; it is better for 
you than thefword of Goliath; thereis none like 
it. Youmay buildwith this fword, and build 
to purpofe; you may fight with this fword, 
and fight to advantage. Satan flies before you, 
and enemies may be drivenaway with it. This 
is the victory whereby we overcome the world, even 
our faith of this word; all the faints overcome 
by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their te- 

fiumony, Rev. xii, 11.. Never go about any part 
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of your building work without your fword: 
never pray without your fword; you may 
wrettle with God himfelf with the word of 
promife in your hand, in your heart; and 
while you wreftle with God, pleading his pro- 
mife, and prevail, then you win the day againtft 
the enemy. Thus fhall you be furnithed for 
your daily work and war, your daily building 
and battle: and, O Sirs, may this text be fpi- 
ritually verified in all the communicants in 
Stirling, The builders every one had his fword girded 
by his fide, and fo builded. 
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and all their witnefling Work 


fummed up in this one point, vz. their attefting that be isGod.* 


Isaiau xlili.12.—Ye are my witneffes, faith the Lord, that I am God. 


E are profefling to bé'a witnefling con- 
gregation. It would be our mercy if 
we all knew what we are called to 
bear witnefs unto. A comimunion-time is a 
fpecial witnefling time, wherein the Lord calls 
his people to bear witnefs to his Being, and his 
being aGod in Chrift; to bear witnefs that he 
is a God of grace and mercy in Chrift; to bear 
witnefs to his goodnefs in the doing and fuffer- 
ing of Chrift for us; and wherein God is cal- 
ling us forth to, and fetting us upon this work 
to be his witnefles, faying, Y¢ are my witneffes, 
that [ am God. 
When the people of Ifrael were led afide into 
idolatry, and when ftrange gods, idols of the 
nations, were brought among them, affuming 
the throne of God, and claiming equal honour 
and homage with him, the great God conde- 
{cends to call forth a number of his people to 
bear witnefs to his omnipotency, and to his 
being the only true God; ‘to bear witnefs that 
he, and he only, is God; God the Saviour, in 
the rith ver. /, even Iam the Lord, and befide me 
there is no Saviour. Ver. 12. I have declared, and 
have faved, and I have /hewed, ‘when there was no 
Jtrange god among you. Are you not, might the 
Lord fay, eye and ear-witnefles how I have de- 
clared myfelf, how I have faved you, how I 
have fhewedmy glory amongityou, even when 
there was no ftrange god among you? There- 
fore, Ye are my witneffes, faith the Lord, that IamGod. 
~-In which words we have thefe three.things 
obfervable, 1. The moft honourable work that any 
can be called unto, viz. to be God’s witneffes. 
2. Here is the moft honourable and glorious truth 
_ that any can be called towitnefs unto, namely, 


the truth of all truths, that Gop is Gop; that . 
Tam God. 3. Here is the moft zotable call and 


authority by which any can be called forth un- 
to this honourable office. It is the great God 
that fays it, and by his faying it he makes them 
his witnefles; Ye are my witneffés, that I am God. 
— Without taking up time further, the fubject 


I proceed to {peak upon, is the following doc- 
trine, namely, 


That the whole witneffing work of the Lord’s people 
2s fummed up and comprehended in this one point, 
thei being witneffes that he is God; or, their 
attefiing that heis God. YE ARE. MY WIT- 


NESSES, SAITH THE LORD, THATI am 
Gop. ) 


We have here God, the great God, who needs 
no teftimony from any of his creatures, appeal- 
ing to his people, and appealing to them three 
times in this. and the following chapter, Ifa. 
xlill. 10, Ye are my witneffes, faith the Lord, and my 
Jervant whom I have chofen; not only you that 
are my people, and you my fervant the pro- 
phet, but alfo my righteous Servant, Jefus Chritt, 
whom Ihave chofen; Jefus Chrift, the chief of 
God’s fervants, is called here to bear witnefs to 
this truth, Y¢ are my witneffes, faith the Lord; and 
my Servant whom I have chofen.— Another time 
you have it mentioned in chap. xliv. 8. Fear 
ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from 
the time, and have declared it? Ye are even my wit- 
nefjes. Is there a God befide me ? — And here it is 
again faid in the text a third time, Ye are my 
witnelfes, faith the Lord, that I am God. 

In the profecuting of this fubject,as the Lord » 
fhall be pleafed to aflift, we propofe to do the 
following things. | 


I. To premife fome things for clearing this 
doétrine. . . 

Il. To fhew how it is, or by what meaxs we 
are to be God’s witnefles; and how his peo- 
ple are his witnefles. 

Ill. We would fpeak a little of the zmport of 
thefe words, Ye are my witneffes, that I am God. 

_ IV. We would demonftrate and prove thatthe 
whole witnefing work of the Lord’s people 
is fummed up and comprehended iin this 
one, their witnefling that he is God: . 

_ WV. Deduce fome inferences for the application, 


“o® This fermon. was preached immediately before the adminiftration of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, at Dunfermline, July 


4 


17th, 1743. To which is fubjoined, A Discourse on the fame fubjet, delivered at the conclufion of the folemnity.—= We are told 


ff the firft edition of the fermon, that the Author’s notes were loft; and that it was gathered from the fhort-hand charaéters of fome 


Wwho'wrote it down as it was delivered. On this account, probably, it is neither fo compiete, nor appears with fuch advantage as it 
‘would have done, had it been copied from the original, . 
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I. As to the fir? of thefe general heads. There 
are fome things I would fhortly premie tor clear- 
ing of the doctrine. And, 

1. We premife, “ That the great God has 
* feen fit to call a court, to which he cites and 
“ fummons all his people to bear teftimony 
“ for him and his truth, and to witnefs parti- 
* cularly to this, That he is God.” 
faid to have called a court for this purpofe, 
when he brings a people to be his profedling 
people; when he, forms them into a vifible 
church, profeffing his name, and calls them his 
people, that were not his people, Rom. ix. 25. 

2. | premife, “ That God is both Fudge and 
“ Witne/s prefent in this court, to fee who is 
“ there, to mark down all that compear to 
“ witnefs for him.’ He marks down who are 
his witnefles ; and who refufe to witnefs for 
him that he is God: for, he is not a God afar off; 
he fearcheth Ferufalem as with lighted candles. 
3. I premife, “* That there are competitors with 
the great God, who do pretend unto that 
“ headfhip and fovereignty which belongs on- 
“ ly to God.” Not only the idols of the nati- 
ons, that are nothing but dumb and dead idols, 
but alfo every thing that is fet up in the room 
of God. Ever fince the human race did depart 
from the living and true God, they have been 
fetting up other Gods. The world is become 
their God; and the god of this world has al- 
ways been afluming the throne of God; yea, 
every man is fetting up himfelf for his God, 
ever. fince that original. temptation prevailed, 
Ye fhall be as Gods, Gen. iii. 5... And therefore I 
remark, 
4. “ That the great queftion that. is to be 
difcufled at this witnefling court, is juft this, 
“ Who is God? And whether God be God, or 
any other thing ought to be acknowledg- 
“ed as God?” It comes, I fay, to that quefti- 
on of Elijah, 1 Kings xviii. 21, How long will 
ye halt between two opinions? If the Lord be God, 


ce 


follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And if 


the Lord alone, if Janovau only, be God, then 
it is he only that you are to be witnefles for: 
Ye are my witneffes, faith the Lord, that Iam God. 
Again, | 
5. Lpremife, “ That there are many, yea, the 
“the mo? part of the children of men, that re- 
“ fufe to be witnefles unto this matter, that be 
“is God.” ‘They will not receive his teftimony 
concerning himfelf that he only is God; and 
therefore they will not give their teftimony 
unto him that he is God. Such is the degene- 
rate {tate of mankind, fo far are they departed 
from God, that they will not fo much as _ac- 
knowledge that he is God: they fay, upon the 
matter, that the devil is God, for his works 
they-do; that the world is their God, for they 
give it the throne of their hearts; or them- 
delves their God, felf having the throne. What- 
ever they do in{hew, or in profeflion, or with 
their mouths, yet they practically refufe to ac- 
Anowledge that God is God, ‘or to witnefs for 
ra they profe/s to know God, but in works to deny 

im. 
6. I premife, “ That God is pleafed to reco- 
ver Jome of the race of Adam from this uni- 
5 verfal idolatry, from this natural atheifm, 
F and to thew his glory to them, fo as that he 
« Cub commit unto them the deciding of this 
y quettion, Whether the Lord is God? He can in- 
: truft them with it, and employ them, and 

boaft of them as his witnefles, faying, Ye are 
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God may be 
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“ my witneffes, that Iam God.” It is true, there 
are fome that are believers in Chrift by pro- 
feflion, to whom Chrift cannot commit the 
deciding of this queftion, and to whom he will 
not commit himfelf. We read of fome that 
believed in him, to whom he did not commit him- 
Self, becaufe he knew all men; and needed not that any 
Should teftify of man, for he. knew what was im man, 
John ii. 23, 24. Indeed, many profefs to be 
believers in Chrift, unto whom Chrift will not 
commit the deciding of this queftion, Whether 
he is God or no? Such is the blafphemous Spi- 
rit of the time; this queftion could fcarcely get 
fair play fometime before the judicatories, 
whether Chrift was God; or whether one that 
denied the fuprerhe deity of Chrift was to be 
depofed or excommumeate; yea, or no? + Again, 

7. Another thing I premife, is this, “ That 
‘ although the great God ftands in no need of 
““ man’s teftimony, yet he is pleafed for his own 
declarative glory, to adduce many witnefles 
to provethat he is God; and particularly fome 
are felect and {pecial ones.”' There are two 
forts of witnefles for God. There are paflive 
and active witnefles. On the one hand, the 
pafive witnefles are many; yea, they are innu- 
merable. All the inanimate creatures, fun, 
moon, and ftars, are witnefles that he is God: 
The héavens declare the glory of God, and she preg- 
ment {heweth his handy-work, Pfal. xix. 1. Senfi- 
tive and vegetative creatures they are witnefles: 
to the being of God, Even heathens have ob-. 
ferved, that God was to be {een in every herb 
of the field, ! 


Prefentemque refert quelibet herba Deum. 


God is to be feen in all the works of his hands. 
In the rational world fome are paflive witnef- 
es for God, that yet are active witnefles againft 
him. The devil and the wicked world are wit- 
nefles againft God ,adhwvely ; and yet, whether 
they will or not, they are paffive witnefles for 
him that he is God; for God gets glory upon 
them. The Lord is many times known by the 
judgment he executes on them, known in his 
power and juttice, as it is faid of Pharaoh; For 
the fcripture faith unto Pharaoh; Even for this fame 
purpofe have I raifed thee up, that I might fhew my 
ower in thee, and that-my name mght be declared 
throughout all the earth, Rom, ix.17. Their wick- 
edneis, and God’s vengeance following it, wit- 
nefs that he is a true God in his threatenings, 
In this refpect God has many, yea, innume- 
rable paflive witnefles. in the rational world, 
that are yet active witnefles againit him, and 
will not directly witnefs that he is God. —But 
there are fome whom God creates for his glory, 
and forms for himfelf, whom he makes his 
willing fubjects and his adfive witnefles, to bear 
witnefs directly in open court, as it were, that 
he is God: and of thefe he fpeaks here; Y¢ are 
my witneffes, that Iam God. _And therefore, 
8. I premife, “ That God claims a /pecial re- 
“ Jation to, thofe whom he thus calls forth to be 
“ his faithful and honeft witnefles: Ye are-my 
“ witneffes, that I am God.” .'This imports. both 
his relation to them as their God; and their re- 
lation to him. as his qwitneffes: ye bear witnefs | 
that I am the Lord your God. _ And, indeed, 
his calling them to be his witnefles makes 
them fo. He makes them his witnefles, juft 


Serm. CII. 
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by faying, Ye are fo: Ye are my witneffes. “As 
he calls them his people that were not 


his peo- 
ple; fo he calls them to be his witneffés that — 


+ Plainly alluding to the procefs carried on againft profeflor Simfon, briefly laid open, Vol. I. p. 922, 454. 


ot 
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were not his witnefles; for, he calls things that 
are not as though they were. He manifefts forth 
his glory to them, and then fays, Ye are my 
witneffes, that Iam God. a6 5 

- 9. [further premife, “ That the {pecial work 


“ of God’s people, after they are effectually 


“ called, is witnefing-work; and the matter of 


“ their teftimony is God’s beimg and attributes.” 


Allthe duties they are called to, are but branch- 


es of this one duty of witnefling for God, and 
of knowing and acknowledging that he is God, 


and their God; for this leads them to worfhip 
and glorify him accordingly. |. 

1o. I premife, “ That there are /pecial times 
“ wherein God calls forth his witnefles to at- 


. : _ © teft that he is God; and particularly times. 


“ wherein ftrange gods appear on the field: 
““ J have declared and have faved, and I have /hew- 
“© ed when there was no firange god among you ; there- 
“* fore ye.are my witneffes, faith the Lord, that I am 
“God.” He calls them forth to it when there 


are flrangers to compete with him, and when 


he is denied in his Godhead ; when he is deni- 
ed in any of his truths, any of his names, any 
of his attributes and perfections, for then he 


is denied to be God. So his witneffes are cal- 
“led forth to atteft, at fuch a time, that he is 


God. Bae Ey aie ge as 


IL. The /econd thing I propofed was, To fhew 
how and by what: means they are his witnefles. 
How are they to witnefs for him? His people 
are called to do fo, pag Dy 
1. By believing with the heart ; for, With the 
heart man beheveth unto righteoufne/s, Rom. x. 10, 


_ Faith.in God, as he is a God in Chrift, is a no- 


table way .of witnefling, and it is the root of 
all right witnefling; namely, by /etting to our 
feal that God is true. If we receive his teftimony 
concerning himfelf, and concerning his Chritt, 
then we witnefs that he is God, that he is the 


true God. By unbelief we bear falfe witnefs a- 


 gainft: God, and make him a liar, and fo deny 
him to be God; but. by faith we /et to our feal 
that God is true. — 


2. They are to witnefs alfo by confefing him 
with the mouth; With the mouth confeffion1s made 
unto falvation, Rom. x.10. We believe with the 


heart, and then-confefs with the mouth. And 


thus here we are called to confefs God to God 


_ himfelf, and then to the world; .to acknow- 


ledge God firft to himfelf, as the Pfalmift, 
-when he faid, O my /oul, thou haft faid unto the 


Lord, Thou art my God. We are to acknowledge. 
God even unto God, and then to acknowledge 
him before the world; to confefs and not to be 


f him: Whofoever /hall confe/s me before 
nfe/s alfo before my Father which 
gfoever {hall deny me before men, 

1y Father which is in heaven, 
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converfation. We are to witnefs for God by a 
gofpel-converfation, and fuch as fhall adorn, 
before the world, the doctrine of God our Saviour 


am all things. 


4. We are called to witnefs for God, fome- 
times even with our hand-writing ; giving up 
our names, as it were, tothe Lord, is fometimes 
called for, as a notable way of witnefling for 
God, and againft the enemies of his glory. I 
remember a word you have in Ifa. xxx. 8. Now 
go, write it before them ina table; and note it in a 
book, that it may be for the time to come, for ever and 
ever. This is a way of witnefling that God 
fometimes calls to, Ifa. xliv. 5. after that pro- 
mife, ver. 3. [will pour water upon him that is 
thirfly, and floods upon the dry ground, &c. it follows, 
ver. 5. One fhall fay, Iam the Lord’s: and another 
Shall call himfelf by the name of Facob: and another 
Jhall fubfcribe with his hand unto the Lord, and fur- 
name himfelf by the name of Ifrael. 3 

5. We are called to be his witnefles fome- 
times by fuffering for him and his truth; Jf 
any man will be my difciple, let him take up bis crofs 
and follow me. We are to follow Chrift who en- 
dured the crofs, and defpifed the /hame; we are to 
follow him without the camp, searing his reproach ; 
and thus to witnefs for him by fuffering: For, 
uf we fuer with him, we fhall be glorified together 
with him. When truth falls in the ftreet, it is 
an honour to fallin with it; for they that will 
fall with it, fhall rife with it. We are not to 
be afhamed, but to:account it all joy, when we 
are brought to tribulation for the caufe of 
Chritt. 

6. Weare to witnefs by dying, as well as fuf- 
fering; even by dying in the faith, and dying 
in the Lord ; Bleffed are the dead that die in the Lord, 
Rev. xiv. 13. All thefe died in faith, Heb, xi. 13. 
This is one of the nobleft ways of witnefling, 
efpecially if it be not only a dying mm the faith, 


but dying for the faith, in a way of witnefling. 


thereunto, as the aaa meth Stephen, the firft 
witnefs for Chrift in this manner. But, 3 
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are my confidents and trufty friends, whom I 
may credit to bear my teftimony, and whom I 
can intruft with this queftion to be decided in 
open court by you, that 1am God. But again, 

2adly, As totheir teftimony, that I am God. O 
what a great matter is here, that they are cal- 
led to atteft! Ye are my witneffes, that I am God. 
QO what is that! Who can tell what it is! They 
witnefs.— That he is God, that he is what he 
is. Yeare my witnefles, thatlam what I am; 
my witnefles that lama Spirit, infinite, eternal, 
unchangeable, in being, wifdom, power, 
linefs, juftice, goodnets, and truth.—Ye are 
my witnefles, that I am Beimg itfelf; that lam 
wifdom, power, holinefs, juitice, goodnefs, and 
faithfulnefs itfelf.—O! ye are my witnefles, 
that I am God all-/ufficient; that Iam all in all. 
It is a bearing witnefs to all things relating to 
the Deity; thatthe Father is God, that the Son 
is God, that the Holy Ghoft is God; and that 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft are one God: 
O Irael, the Lord our God ts one Lord.—Ye are my 
witneffes, that I am God; that 1 am a God in 
Chrift, God the Saviour that is here fpoken of: 
Befides me there is no Saviour.—Ye are my wit- 
neffes that Iam God in Chrift: that God is in 
Chritt federally; for he has made a covenant with 
his Chofen: that is in Chrift fully ; for in him dwel- 
leth all the fulne/s of the Godhead: that God is in 
Chrift graciou/ly, reconciling the world to him- 
felf: that God is in Chrift gloriou/ly, fhewing 
forth all his glory, the glory of all his perfec- 
tions: that God is in Chrift zmmutably; for he 
fays, I am the Lord, and change not: and that God 
is in Chrift perpetually; becaufe he declares, This 
is my ref, bere will I flay God dwells in Chritt, 
and he is in Chrift delightful and merciful; 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am weil-pleafed ; 
it pleafed the Father that in’ him fhould all fulnefs 
dwell: it pleafed the Lord to briife him. It pleafed 
the Lord to raife him; it pleafed the Lord to 
glorify him; By him we beheve inGod, who raifed 
him from the dead, and gave him glory, that our faith 
and hope might bein God. 

Men and angels will never be able to tell 
what is imported in this, Y¢ are my witneffes, that 
Lam God; that I am God, in the revelation that 
-T have made of my(felf in the word. Ineed go 
no further than his mame. In this chapter, ver. 
1. Now, thus faith the Lord that created thee, O Fa- 
cob; and that formed thee, O Ifrael; fear not: for I 
have called thee by thy name, thou.art mine. —Ye are 
my witnefles, that 1am God, in that fweet word 
that follows, When thou paffeft through the waters, 
‘LT willbe with thee; and through the rivers, they fhall 
‘not overflow thee: when thou walkéf through the frre, 
thou fhalt not be burnt ; neither /hall the flames kindle 
upon thee. What think you of Cod in fuch a 
word as this? —Ye are my witnefles, that fam 
, God, according to that word, ver. 3. For J am 
the Lord thy God, the holy One of Ifrael, thy Saviour; 
I gave Egypt for thy ranfom, Ethiopia and’ Seba for 
‘thee. — Again, that he is God, according to the 
revelation he makes of himfelf, (not to read all 
the chapter) ver. 15. J am the Lord, your holy One; 
the Creator of I/rael, your King. Ver. 16. Thus Jaith 
the Lord, which maketh a way in the fea, anda path 
in the mighty waters: ver. 17. Which bringeth forth 
the chariot and horfe, the. army and the power: they 
jhall ly down together, they fhall not rife: they are 
extinct, they are quenched as tow. Ver. 18. Remember 
ye not the former things, neither confider the things of 


old. AGod that fays, ver. 19. Behold, Twill do | 


anew thing: now it fhall bring forth; ball ye not 
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know it? Iwill even make a way in the wildernefs, 
and rivers in the defert. “er. 20. The beafts of the 
field fhall honour me, the dragons and the owls: becaufe 
I give waters in the wilderne/s, and rivers im the defart, 
to give drink to my people, my chofen. Ver. 21. This 
people have I formed for myfelf, they fhall fhew forth 
my praife.. Is there not much of God to be feen 
here, Sirs? Again, what think you of this 


-account of God, as a promifing and pardoning God 


in Chrift, that you have, ver. 15. after it is faid, 
Thou haft made me to ferve with thy fins, thou haft 
wearied me with thine iniquities; yet it follows, 
to the wonder of men and angels, J, even J, am 
he that blotteth out thy tranfereffions for mine own fake, 
and will not remember thy fins. Ver. 26. Put mei 
rememberance ; put Mein mind of this name, of 
this word. —Ye are my witneffes, that I am God, in 
all the revelations thatI have made of myname 
in the word. Ye are my witnefles, that 7 am 
the God of Bethel, where thou anointed? the pillar, 
and vowed? the vow: that I am the God that 
brought you to the foot of mount Sinai, and 
difcovered my awful terrible majefty to you: 
that I am a confuming fire out of Chrift: that 
Iam the God that brought you to mount Zion, 
and fhewed you the glory of my grace: that I 
am the God, that brought you out of the hor- 
rible pit and miry clay, and fet your feet upon 
arock. Many times ye are my witnefles, that 
Iam the God that brought you to the wilder- 
nefs, and there fpake comfortably to you: Wit- 
nefles, that lam ‘JrHovaH-TstDKENU,the Lord 
your righteoufne/s; thatlam JaHovaH-Niss1; the 
Lord your banner ; that lam JEHovAH-RopHI, the 
Lord that bealeth you; that Lam JEHovAH-jIREH, 
in the mount of thé Lord it Jhallbe feen, the Lord will 
provide. —Ye are’ my. witnefles, that ] am the 
God that heareth prayer ; andthat lam your'God: 
that lam not‘only what I am, but that 1 am 
the Lord your’ God, according to my covenant, 
thy God, and the God of thy feed, if thou art a pa- 
rent.— You are to be witnefles, that lam God, 
even thy God, and the God of thy /eed; and to 
witnefs it by believing, and laying hold on my 
covenant, and the intail of it.—-Ye are my 
witnefles, that 1am God‘in all the providences 
that are paft and do pafs over your head, that 
I have fed’ you all your life long, and led and 
clothed you.— Ye are my witnefles that lam 
God, that I am Scotland’s covenanted God, 
hitherto maintaining a banner for the truth, 
anda teftimony for my name.—Ye are my 
witneffes, that lam the God of ordmances, that 
fometimes have “met with -you-there;.-ye fat 
down under my fhadow, and my fruit was 
fweet unto your tatfte. ‘ThatI am God, a. pro- 
‘mifing’God, and a God that calls you to wit- 
nefs ‘for me.— When at a communion -table, 
the facramental feaft, ye are to be witnefles, 
that lam an incarnate God; that I in Chriftam 
become meat and drink for you; My jle/h is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed: that I have 
finifhedthe work of redemption, paid the price 
of it, and fatisfiéd juftice to'the full; and that 
I am your Saviour, your Redeemer: that 1am 
‘God in Chrift, and fo a fountain opened forfin 
‘and for uncleannefs, and open to’you. Y¢ are 
‘my witneffes that Iam God.—~But, as I faid, it. 
is impoffible to {peak of all that 'is imported 
here, Ye are my witneffes, that Iam God. Ifhall 
{peak a word, 0 BG Rea 3 


IV. To the fourth thing I propofed, namely, ae 
To prove that the whole of the witneffing work of 
ee ? thts 
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the Lord’s people, is comprehended in this, their 
attefting and witneffing that he is God. Thisis plain, 
if you confider thefe four things : 


S.ERM. CII. 


-1. That the fum of all duties lies in this wit- | 
nefling that he is God. No duty whatfoever | 
can be rightly performed, without carrying in . 


it an acknowledgment of, or a witnefling to 
this, that he is God. This is the fum of all 
duties, when we own and acknowledge that 
God hath commanded fo and: fo, and havea 


refpect to all God’s commandments; and do_ 


whatfoever he calls us to do upon the account 
of the authority of God.. Then weare practically 
witnefling, that he is God. 

: 2. Thefumof all fin lies in refufing to witnefs, 
that he is God. All fin is fummarily compre- 
hended inthis refufal. It is.a practical denying 
that he is God the Lawgiver, and a bearing. 
falfe witnefs againft God. Every tranfgreflion 
of the law of God, is a trampling upon God 
and his authority; a denying our obligation to 
God as our God: ‘and is either an implicite or 
exprefs denying that he is God. All fin. is 
comprehended therein. ete 

3. The fum of all truth we are-called to wit- 
_ nefs for, is imported in this. truth, that he is 

God. This is the radical and comprehenfive 

truth, that -hath:all truths in the bofom of it. 

We will find every truth of God comprehended 

in this, that he is God. For example, The truth 

relating to the e/ection of fome from eternity is 
fummed up in this, that God is the fovereign 

Elector. The truth relating to redemption 1s 
fummed upin this,that he is the God Redeemer. 
The truth-relating to our reconciliation with God, 
is fummed up in this, chat. he is God in Chrifi,. 
reconciling the world to :bim/elf.. The whole truth, 
relating to jufification is comprehended in this, 
that:he.is the Lord our righteoufne/s, God the ju- 
ftifier, that fet forth Chrift to bea propitiation through, 
faith in his blood; to declare bis righteoufne/s inthe re- 
miffion of fin, that he may be juft; and the juftifer of 
them that believe in Fefus. The truth relating to 
Jonttification is fammed up inthis, that he is God, 
the holy God, the fanctifier.—-All truths, every 

truth points at this. truth, thaw he is God; and 

all: the truths of the Bible, and of the glorious 
gofpel centrein this. This is the fubftance, and 
fum, and the:all of them; that: he is God: Ye 
are my witneffes, that Iam God: ~~ : = 

. 4. The fum of all the errors.that we are cal- 
led to witnefs againft, lies inthis, not witnefling 

that he is God. I fay, they are all fummed up 

in this, the denying that he is God... Every error 
_ isa denying of God; and the:refufing to wit- 
nefs againft any error, is a refufing to. witnefs 
that he is God: for every’ error in principle or 
practice is fo far a denying of God; therefore 
itis faid of fome, They profe/s to know God;  but.an 
works deny him, whilethey live an ungodly life. 
Evil works are juft a denying of God; or, a 
denying that he is God.. And allerrors in prin- 
ciple are alfo fummed up inthis, a'denying of 
God, or faying, with the fool in his heart, There 
is no God. And to embrace any error is jut to 
deny God, or fome attribute of God, and fome 
part of his name. To deny the truth:of God, 
is to deny the God of truth.’ The root and 
{pring of every érror, is the.fame «with that.of 
the errorof the Sadducees, to whom Chritt faid, 
Ye err, not knowing the fcriptures, nor. the power of 
God. Every error flows from ignorance of God 


and the word of God. As the’firft command 


requires us to know God, fo it forbids to deny 
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God; intimating, that a not knowing God, is 
a denying him. Arminians deny the grace of 
God, Legalifts deny and darken the gofpel of 
God. Corruption in doétrine is a denying and 
deftroying the truth and veracity of God; cor- 
ruption in worfhip isa denying the purity and 
fpirituality of God; corruption in difcipline is 
a.denying and difcrediting the power and au- 
thority of God as a jut corrector of the difor- 
ders of his family; corruption in government 
is a denying the dominion and fovereignty of 
God in Zion, as the great Ruler in Facob, to the 
ends of the earth. Chrift’s name and his govern- 
ment are put together, Ifa. ix. 6. The government 
Shall be upon his fhoulder : and bisname fhall be called, 
Wonderful, Counfellor, The mighty God, The everlafting 
Father, the Prince of peace. TO pretend to give 
him his name, and yet to rob him of his go- 
vernment in the vifible church, is to feparate 
what God hath joined, and hath made infepar- 
able, without facrilege. It is true, fome now- 
a-days make difcipline and government {mall 
things, as. being neither effential nor funda- 
mental; but, if they be not fo in themfelves, 
yet they are fo much fo, by virtue of the au- 
thority of God ftamped upon them, that con- 
tempt thereof, when once made known and 
attained, is as damnableas is ignorance of, and 
error in fundamentals. In a word, every error, 
every corruption in the church of God, is a 
denying of fome letter of God’s name; deny- 
ing of fome word of God, and of fome thing 
whereby he makes himfelf known: and not to 
witnefs againft the errors and corruptions of 
the time, wherein. we live, it is juft a refufing 
to witnefs. for God, or to be, witneffes that he 
is God.—-The witnefling-work then of God’s 
people, is; fummed up.and comprehended in 
this, their being witneffes that he is God. 


V. We proceed now to make fome application. 
Is it fo, That this1s the fum of our witneffing-work, 
to witne/s that he.1sGod, to what he is, and what 
he hath revealed himfelf to be in his word? 
Then, by. way. of. znformation, 

_1.-Hence, fee what an honourable work it is to 
be called forth to wtne/s for God. It is a great 
honour and dignity. And whatever truth of 
God. we, are called to witnefs for, it can be no 
trifle you.are employed about, for itis fummed 
up in this, and carries in it a teftimony, that 
he is: and God reckons himfelf concerned; his 
very being is concerned in any: faithful tefti- 
mony tharis lifted up for his truth and name. 
And they that are his witnefles have his tefti- 
mony; -heintimates.ittothemfelves: therefore 
he fays, Ye are my witneffes, that I am God. 3 
2.’ Hence fee the nature of fm, it is a faying, 
upon the, matter, There is no God. Every fin 
and error ftrikes at-God, and denies that he is 
God... The malignity: of finners is fuch, they 
witnefs .againft God. ‘They are fo far atheitts, 
that will not join in, but rather oppofe any 
faithful witnefling work; they will not bear 
witnefs that he is God. The devil hath fo far 
blinded the world, as to make them practical- 
ly jaflert, there 2s no.Gad, or none but the god of 
this world, who hath blinded the minds of them that 
believe. not, fo as they will not fet to their feal that 
God is true, or that'God is God. Oh! how dege- 
nerate is the human race from the happy ftate 
in which they were firft created, that there is 
none-to bear witnefs for their Creator among 
them! None faying in earneft, Where is God my 

: Maker? 
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Maker? till by a new creation, he form a num- 
ber of witnefles for himfelf, to /hew forth bis 
praife, and create them for his glory, Vfa. xiii. 7. 
3. Hence fee the nature of faith: it isa giving 
God a teftimonial, as it were; a bearing wit- 
nefs that he is what he is: it is a witnefling 
that he is what he hath faid in the word he 
is; itisa witnefling what he is in himfelf, what 


he is in Chrift, what he is in the Spirit, what . 


he is to Zion, what he is to them 1n the pro- 
mife. Your faith of the law, is a believing 
that he is a terrible God outof Chrift; that in 
the law, he is a God difhonoured by our fin, a 
God threatening wrath and damnation againft 
allfinners, andagainft youin particular. Your 
faith- of the gofpel, is a believing what he is 
in Chrift, a God reconciled in Chrift, a God 
calling you to be reconciled to him, becaufe 
he is pacified in Chrift toward you for all that 
you have done; a God calling you to return to 
him, and come in to his bofom, and to be his 
witnefles, firft before God and confcience that 
he isa God of peace; and then before the world, 
by confefling him with your mouth, and mak- 
ing your light fhine before men, that they fee- 
ing your good works, may glorify God: there- 
fore, 

4. Hence fee the duty of the day. Why, what 
are we called to’? Sirs, when the enemies are 
faying; Where is your God? When there comes 
to be, as it were, competitors with our God, 
the God of glory, when there are, as it were, dif- 
ferent-like Gods upon the field; when their 
God leads them one way, and our God leads 
us another way: Why, Sirs, how {hall it be 
known whether the God whom we worfhip 
is God? Why, it feems to be brought to a 
queftion, as it was once, 1 Kings xvni. 21. How 
long will ye halt between two opinions? If the Lord be 
God, then follow him: But if Baal, then follow him. 
Why, Sirs, we need to enquire at this day, 
when there feem to be ftrange Gods, and ftrange 
principles, ftrange delufions, ftrange apoftafies 
from our reformation-work. We need to put 
it to a trial, and fee whether Baal be God, or 
if the Lord is God. What way fhall we try it, 
fay you? You are to try it two ways; 1. By 
what is paft; 2. By what is prefent.- 

‘(1.) By what is paf. See what the Lord fays 
in the text here, Ifa. xlii. 12. £ have declared, I 
have Jhewed, Ihave faved, when there was no firange 
God among you. O \et us enquire, Sirs, hath not 
God fhewed himfelf in Scotland unto our re- 
forming fore-fathers, which carried ona work 
of reformation in a way of folemn covenant- 
ing with God? Did he not declare when there 
was not fuch ftrange gods as there are now? 
Did he not fave, did he not fhew his glory, 
did he not declare his name, did he not’mani- 
feft himfelf, fo as to pour out of his Spirit 
from on high at times in’ remarkable ways? 
But, to come yet nearer home, hath not God 
declared his name, and faved his people, by 
giving {weet experience of his powerful pre- 
fence among‘us, even in our day, particular- 
lyon folemn facramental occafions? Hath not 
the Lord fometimes fhewed himfelf, and dif- 
covered his glory in the fanctuary, even here, 
before there were any fuch ftrange gods, fuch 
ftrange principles and opinions, fuch ftrange 
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novelties, diftractions, and delufions, as now 
take place*? Hath he not fhewed himfelf? I 
remember, that atthe firft communion in Dun- 


fermline, after-the Lord brought me in his ho-. 


ly providence to this place, he led me to {peak 
on the back of it in the evening on that word, 
The name.of the city from that day /hallbe Jenov aH- 
SHAMMAH, The Lord is there, Ezek. xlviii. 35. 
Although many here were not then born, yet 


there are many people witnefles to atteft, that 


from time to time, from facrament to facra- 
ment, God hath been pleafed to fhew forth 
fomething of his glory; he faved, he fhewed 
himfelf, he declared his name, before there 
were any fuch ftrange gods amongft you; 


therefore, ye are his witneffes that he is God, that: 


he is the God of Bethel; that he is the fame God, 
the fame immutable God. Whatever changes 
are now taking place, whatever ftrange appear- 
ances there are on the field, yet know that he 
is God. Ye are my witneffes, that Iam God. — 
(2.) By what refpects the pre/ent time. May 


it not be faid, Ye are my witneffes? What-way _ 


fhall it be known at prefent? I fhall allude to 
a word faid, 1 Kings xviil. 24. Call ye, fays Eli- 
jah, upon the name of your gods, and I will call up- 
on the name of the Lord: and the God that anfwers 
by fire, let him be God. Let us meditate a little 
upon this, The God that anfwers by fire from hea- 
ven, let him be God. It may be fuppofed that 
many of the ftrange gods anfwered by ftrange 
fire, by wild fire; I fay, there feems to be fome 
very ftrange fire amongft Baal’s priefts, Baal’s 
prophets here, that haddtrange effects on them, 
as ye fee, ver. 28.: And they cried aloud, and cut 


themfelves, after their manner, with knives and lancets, 


till the blood gufbed out upon them. Why, there 


was a fire, the fire of hell in their bofom; their: 


god it feems was a cruel god, he had no: mer- 
cy on their fouls or bodies. Yea, you know 


it is poflible for Satan to transform himfelf in- © 


to an angel of light; and when he is transform- 
ed into an angel of light, his light may alfo 


have heat accompanying it; the heat of ftrong _ 


fancy and imagination. How then fhall we 
know what isthe fire of God, the fireof the Lord, 
fire from heaven? I think, we may further al- 
lude unto this hiftory, and examine into the 
matter, particularly in thefe four refpects ; 
(1.] Then, fire from heaven is that which 
comes in the way of acknowledging of God, as 
the covenanted God of our fore-fathers ; for, 
as you fee itin Elijah’s prayer here, ver. 36. Lord 
God of Abraham, Ifaac, and of rael, let it be known 
this day, that thou-art God in I/rael. ‘Here he ac- 
knowledges God, as the covenanted God of 
their fore-fathers; Abraham, I{aac, and Jacob, 
The fire then that comes not this way, but ra- 
ther in a way of rejecting and abandoning 
our fore-fathers covenanted God, this-feems: 
plainly to be ftrange fire. | ! fiyit 


~[2.] The fire from heaven, it is of fuch'ana~ 


ture, as it burns up all things that are combu- 
fable about our facrifices.. It burns up all things 
about our fervices, that we are ready. to gaze 
on and truft in. What was the effect of -the 
fire from heaven? ver. 38. Then the fire of the Lord 
fell, and confumed the burnt facrifice, andthe wood, 
and the ftonés, and the duft, and licked up-the water 
that was in the trench, It left nothing but the 


~ * We have had occafion already to unfold what our Author here, and in feveral of his former difcourfes alludes to, p.1 58, 159, 
174, 180, 181. 
dy hinting at it. 


The affair was become trying, {tumbling, and fhaking to many; which, no doubt, was the reafon of his fo frequent- 
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facrifices to be trufted unto; it left nothing to 
be feen but God, the invifible God. It feems 
to be ftrange fire that does not burn up the fa- 
crifices, that does not lick up the water, but 
leaves fomething to be gazed on, and removes 
the proper object of faith; and that makes the 
object of it the fame with the object of fenfe 
and imagination; fomething vifible to the eye, 
fomething perceptible to the imagination. The 
fire that does not burn all thefe things, is ftrange 
fire. The fire from heaven burns up all, that 
there may be nothing to bea ground of faith, 
but the great, the invifible God; for, true faith 
is a feeing him that 2s invifible. 

[3.] Fire from heaven, is fuch fire, as inflames’ 
men with zeal, witne/fing zeal for God. It makes 
them acknowledge that the God of Ifrael, the 
God of Abraham, Ifaac,and Jacob, is God; ver. 39. 
And when all the people Jaw it, they fell on their fac- 
es: and they faid, The Lord, he is God; the Lord, be 

as God. And true fire from heaven makes peo- 
ple fall a witnefling for God, as the people here 
vid for God, the God of their fore-fathers, that 
was in covenant with them.. To be fure, it 
appears t@ be ftrange fire, that doth not lead 
people to witnefs for God, but rather leads 
people away from witnefling for our covenant- 
éd God ; who is Scotland’s covenanted God and 
King, and is rather afhamed of that name, and 
want to bury it. : . 

[4.] The fire from heaven, it fires them with 
zeal. againft the fal/e prophets; ver. 20. And Eh- 
jah faid unto them, Take the prophets of Baal, let not 
one of them efcape: and they took them; and Elhjab 
brought them down. to the brook Ki/hon, and flew them 
there. And whatever was peculiar and extra- 
ordinary in this cafe, lam not to infifton; on- 
ly, it. plainly fhews us, that true fire from 
heaven fills people with zeal for God, and a- 

ainft all the enemies of God, as enemies of 
#s glory; againft falfe prophets and falfe 
teachers; againft all corruptions and corrupt- 
ers.. Then it mutt be ftrange fire in our day 
that fills people with zeal againft thefe that 
- are -witnefling for God, and for the reforma- 
tion-work, and that makes people cordially 
embrace and bear with all the intruders and 
all the corruptions, and all the boars and fox- 
es that are in God’s vineyard, with all the 
thieves and robbers there; and. that leads peo- 
ple to.a countenancing of them, ftrengthing 
of their hands, inftead of witneffing againit 
them. This ftrange fire that is burning here 
and. there through the land, what is it but the 
fire of hell, mixed: with the fire of God’s wrath 
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againft an apoftate generation! And if God be 


faying to us this day, Ye are my witneffes, that I 
am God, let us witnefs for our covenanted God 
that.he is God, that he is King, and that-he is 
our. God. Rae 
~_ But I would apply the fubject next in a word 
by way of examination: ‘Try andexamine your- 
felyes whether or not you be fit for witnefling 
openly at a communion-table that he is God: 
iri se you be of thofe who.-are true, faith- 
ful, honeft witneffes for him, of whom he fays, 
Ye are my waif, that Iam God. How {hall 
we know it? Why, if you be true witnefles for 
him, then, » a x : | 
1. Ye are witnefles againft yourfelves. You are 
furely witnefles againft your own fins; witnef- 

_ fes before God, and content to be witnefles be- 
fore the world, with reference to your finful- 
’ nefs. O you are witnefles that your heart and 
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nature are corrupt; That your hearts are deceitful 
above all things, and defperately wicked, Jer. xvii. 9.;° 
that your hearts are hearts full of wickednefs; 
that your hearts aré a hell full of devils, full 
of all abominations; that you are finners, the 
chief of finners. If you are witneflés for God, 
you are witnefles againft yourfelves, and all 
your fins and abominations; and are lothing 
yourfelves. 

2. If ye are true witnefles for God, then you 
will be ready to witnefs for every truth of God, 
and againft every error, and every thing that 
tends to difhonour the name of God, that tends 
to the denying that he is God, in whatever re- 
velation he makes of his name; Thou holde/t faff 
my name, Rev. ii. 13. 

3. If ye are witneflés that he is God, your 
faith and hope will reft and depend on this lead- 
ing truth, this truth of all truths, this centre 
of all truths, That he is God: I fay, your faith 
will terminate and reft upon God the’ objeé& of 
faith. He is not the object of fancy or imagi- 
nation. The object of faith is God, the eter 
nal, invifible God in Chrift. It is but a delu- 
five faith, if your faith does not terminate on 
God. The object of faith is not Cbrif ; butas he 
is the Chri/ of God; and it looks to God in Chritt. 
It is not the word; but as it is the word of God. 
It 1s not the promi/e; but as it is the promife of God: 
Yea and Amen in Chrift, to the glory of God. 
The object of faith is not the blood of Chritt; 
but as it is the d/oodof God. It is not the righteoufz 
nefs of Chrift; but as it is the rightcoufne/; of God. 
—Faith looks to God, and refts upon a God: 
The faith and hope of a true believer’ termi- 
nates and refts itfelf upon this, That he is God; 
hopes for eternal life in him, and from‘him; 
becaufe he is God, 1 John v. 11. And if God 
be giving you his téftimony this day, faying, 
Ye are my witneffes, then you will be giving him 
your teftimonial, faying, He is God; he is Im- 
MANUEL, God with us; JEHOVAH, our rightcou/~ 
nefs. | : 

4. Your witneffing for God, will be a praé#i- 
cal witnefling; endeavouring in your conver- 
fation, by your profeflion, by your walk, to 
glorify God before the world; Letyour conver- 

Jation be as becometh the gofpel of Chrift; fiand faft in 
one Spirit, with one mind, firrving together for the 
hope of the gofpel, Phil. i. 27. 

In a word, if you be witnefles for God, you 
will have the wutne/s in you; for, He that behev- 
eth in the Son of God hath the witne/s in him/elf, 1 John 
v.10. You have the Spirit of Chrift in you: 
and, indeed, when the Spirit of Chrift is in a 
man, it leads him to a dependence on Chritt 
without him; on Chrift in a word, and upon 
a God in Chrift, and to witnefs, that he zs God. 


FOR GOD. 


I fhall now clofe with a word of exhortation. 
O Sirs, let thefe that never were witneffes to 
this gfeat truth, that God is God, that the Lord 
is God, O let them bear witnefs that he is God, by 
coming to Chrift, and‘believing in him; this 
is to witnefs, and the leading way of witneff- 
ing, that he is God; 1 John iil. 23. This zs bis 
commandment, that we fhould believe on the name of 
his Son Fefus Chrif. John vi. 40. This is the wilt 
of God, that every one who feeth the Son, and behev- 
eth on him, may have everlafting hfe. And God 
gives teftimony for Chrift that he is God, ‘the 
true God and eternal hfe, 1 John v.11. This is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and 
this life is im his Son. As we are called this day 
to believe in the Son of God, fo to believe in 

? God 
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God, and to atteft that God is true; for, he 
that hath received God’s teftimony concerning 
Chrift, hath /ét to bis feal that God 2s true. 

Why, Sirs, if you believe in Jefus, that is 
the great thing that you are called to, in or- 
der to witnefs tor God. If you believe in him, 
then you witnefs that God is a God of infinite 
wi/dom, providing well for his glory and your 
good; that he is'a God of infinite power, that 
fupported Chriftunder theloadof infinite wrath, 
enabling him to fatisfy infinite juftice, and en- 
abling him to deftroy principalities and pow- 
ers, and conquer death: you will witnefs that 
God is a. God_of infinite Ao/me/s, and fee the 
glory thereof in Chrift’s obedience unto death: 
by believing you will fee that he is.a God of 
infinite ju/fice;; that he is the infinitely juft God. 
This is to be feen moft clearly in the facrifice 
of our Lord Jefus offered up of himfelf to the 
fatisfaction of juftice. O how juftice fhined in 
the man Chrift Jefus, when upon the cro{s, be- 
tween heaven and earth, deferted of God, the 
heavens darkened above him, and the earth 
trembling below him, and he bearing the 
whole load of wrath, that would have prefled 
us down for ever and ever! O you will be wit- 
nefles that he is.an infinitely juff God., And 
alfo, by believing you will witnefs he is the 


true.and faithful God: you will fet to your feal . 


to his truth, believing that he is truth, and 
that his truth is fealed by the blood of Chritt; 
and.that he, in and by death, fatisfied:all the 
treatenings of the law, and fealed all the pro- 
mifes of the gofpel at once, and fo cleared the 
truth of God in. both, -In a word, you will 
witnefs that God is a merciful God, by_ believ- 
ing in Chrift. ‘You,will-be a witnefs, to the 
race of God, as it reigns through-the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift unto eternal life. 
Well, by believing in Chrift, you come to 
bear witnefs to this truth, that he is God; that 
he is.aGod of all glorious attributes and per- 
fections: By rejecting Chrift, not coming to 
him, not believing in him, you deny,God; 
you make God;a liar, inflead of being a God 
of truth; you, make God, an. impotent Deity, 
inftead of being a God of power; you make 
him a cruel tyrant, inftead of being a God of 
mercy: you deny all the attributes of God by 
refufing to come to our Lord Jefus Chrift, You 
deny God, and you make yourfelf God. OSirs, 
by unbelief you make God no God, you make 
him nothing at all; and you make yourfelves 
God, and yourfelves all: but by faith in Jefus 
you: will make yourfelves nothing, and God to 
be what he is, A// and im all; and unto you wi/ 
dom, righteoufne/s, fanctification, and redemption. , 
Tell me, O finner, can you receive the record 
of God concerning his name? What is his name ? 
He hath a-name bearing relation to you; his 
name is the Lord thy God. He not only fays in 
the covenant of promife, that he will be, I will 
be thy God; but he tells what he is to you, Jam 
the:-Lord thy God. O Sirs, are you able to receive 
this? May the Lord make you able this day to 
receive it on the bare word of God, and to drink 
in this name, that he 7s God, and that he is rhe 
Lord Tuy. God? Why does he fay, J am the Lord 
THY God? Why yours? Even becaufe he is Im- 
MANUEL, God with us; God with you, God with 
me; your God and my God. How may we 
give God fuch a name, or define him after this 
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manner, by his relation thus to us? Becaufe 
we may define him, as he defines himfelf. Here 
we are called to: witnefs what he calls himfelf, 
He calls himfelf, the Lord our God; Tam the Lord 


thy God. Here the whole of his name, bearing. 


a relation both to himfelf and us; what he is 
in himfelf, and what he is to us, J am the Lord 
thy God. The Lord JEHovAn has mixed our 
name and his own together. This is the good 
news of the glorious gofpel, that comes to us, 
I am the Lord thy,God. We dare not give him 
another name, becaufe, as he thus defines him- 
felf, fo the Son of his bofom defines him this 
way; when he afcended to heavén, he faid, 7 
afcend tomy Father, and your Father ; tomy God, and 
your God, He left his Father’s name behind 
him: he.is my Father and your Father; he is 
my God and-your God: ‘J am the Lord thy God. 
It is true, it is a, general name, that belongs 
indefinitely to all the vifible church; but if it 
be received by the hearing of faith, then it infers 
a peculiar privilege, and your. fpecial intereft 
in him as your God for ever‘and ever. Can you 
therefore receive this name of God, when he 
fays, IT am the Lord thy God? God knows beft 
how to define himfelf. Is it the wOrfe for us, 


that he mixes our name in with his; that he 


puts us in his name, as he is a God in Chrift; 
faying, Jam the, Lord thy God?’ His name is, I 
AM THAT Iam; and as fure asJam, fo fureT 
am thy God. J.am that Iam, fays it; 1 am thy 
God, and thy affurance of faith; and of my 
being thy God, is to be founded on the faith of 


my being what Jam. As fure as J am Ged, thou: 


may depend upon it, J am the Lord thy God. 

O Sirs, can you take this name? Can you 
take it to you upon his bare word? Whatever 
you are, what ever wicked nature you have, 
and however greatly you have offended ‘this 
God, yet when he comes to you this day, with 
this name-and proclamation, J am the Lord thy 
God; J am JEHovAH thy God, becaufe Iam 


IMMANUEL: he is INMANUEL, God with us; 


a God for us, and God to us; a God to fave 
us, aGod to.blefs us, a God to be a heaven and 


happinefs to us through all eternity. O! what: 


think you of this name of God? Tell me, O 


finner, can you. gladly receive this name? © 


Know you the Lord, that he is God? Not we, but he 
us made: not we, but he us faves; not we, but 
heisGod. Ye /hall ye as gods, was the firft temp- 
tation: the power of it is never broke till you 
can fay, Not we, but he is God. ‘tis he that is 
God; and he is the Lord our God. ae 
O poor foul, are’you gladly welcoming this 


name of God? are you receiving and embrac- © 


ing it? Are you glad that God comes to you 
with fuch a name as this? Do you receive, 
and believe, and take it on God’s word, that 
he is God; and being God, he is the Lord thy Géd? 


Why, then, he is taking you for his witnefles | 


this day ;. and he is. glad to have your teftimo- 
nial, in the midft of this atheiftical age, when. 


fo many are denying God, making themfelves - 


and other things to be gods. He is calling 
you to witnefs for his name: and if you an-’ 
{wer his call, he is marking yourname in Zion; 
for, whenGod writes the people, and counts that this 
man and that man was born there, he records their 
names as witnefles for him, faying, Ye are my 
witneffes, that I am God. ars 
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5A DISCOURSE at the Concuusion of the Souk 


OQ EEING, on this occafion, you have been 
S hearing what God fays to you in thefe 
words, Y¢ are my witneffes, that Iam God; it. may, 
perhaps, be enquired, 1. Why, and upon what 
confiderations are you to witnefs? 2. In what 
eyes? 3. How and by what means, and in what 
manner May you do {o? fat aes 

1, Why, and. upon what con/iderations are we 
to witnefs? | 

“1. The command of God thould fway us. We 
are commanded to hold faft the form of found words, 
Tim, 1..13.; to bold faft the profelfion of your faith 
without wavering, ). IV. : 
ed of the teftimony of our Lord, 2'Tim.i.7, 8... 

"2. You are called to this duty, becaufe it is 
for the honour of God that we be witnefles for 
him that he isGod; and for the honourof the 
Lord Jefus, that we be witneffes that he is God, 
God has {worn that to him every knee /hall bow. 
By honetft and faithful witneffing for him, we 
bow and pay homage to him. | 

3-.You are called to this, becaufe it is com- 
mendable. God not only commands, but com- 
mends this duty. We find the.church of Per- 
gamos commended for this ; Thou bolde/t Jaf my 
name, Rev. ii. 13. It wascommendable in Paul 
the apoftle, that he had {aught the good fight of 
Jaith.. It was commendable in John, that he 
confelfed the Lord Fefus, and denied not, but con- 
Seffed that he was the Chrift. It was commend- 
able in the church, that they overcame by the blood 
of the Lamb, and by the ward of their teffimony, Rev. 
Sit, hrs | ‘ 
4. You are called to it by the example of our 


Lord Jefus, who witnefed a good’ confeffion before. 


Fefus anfwered, Thou faye that Lam a King. To this 
end was I born, and for this caufe came I into the 
world, that I fhould bear witne/sunto the truth, John 
Prawvili. 37. Again, -’ 

5. You are called to it from the confideration 
of the great advantage of being his witnefles, 
O Sirs, what great advantage is it? Why, I 
fhall inform you of feven advantages thereof. 

‘(1.) They who are true witnefles for God 


Pontius Pilate: when he afked, Art thou a King? 


and his truth, they are honoured of God. As, 


they are not afhamed of him, fo he is not a- 
fhamed of them. The witnefles {poken of, 
Heb. x1. itis faid of them, God is not ashamed to 
be called their God, ver. 16. He owns them; and 
is not this an advantage? 


(2.) He frrengthens them. This he did toPaul,. 


2Tim. iv. 16. dt my firft anfwer no man flood with 
me ; but all men forfook me: ver. 7. Notwithftanding 
the Lord flood with me, and firengthened me. And 


is it not a great advantage likewife to his wit-. 


nefles, 
_ (3.)- That he puts honour on them, even de- 
Sore the world? Indeed, they are the moft hat- 

_ ed perfons in the world; Ye /hall be hated of all 

men for my name's fake. Yet the Lord orders mat- 
ters fo, that they are honoured, not only by 
God, but fometimes by men alfo: Them that ho- 
nour me, Iwill honour ; and they that de/pife me, /hall 
be lightly eeemed, 2 Sam. ii. 30. Again, 

(4.) The advantage of it lies in this, that 
they came to be preferved in a day of temptation ; 
Becaufe thou haft kept the word of my patience, Ialfo 
will keep thee from the hour of temptation, Rev. iii. FO. 
How comesit that many have fallen in the hour 


of temptation at this day? They have been care- 
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Heb. iv..14..x.23. Be not a/ham- 


ROBs GOD: 


MI, lo ui 


lefs about, and -have not made confcience to 
keep the word of Chrift’s patience. Again, 
(5s) It is an advantage to thefe that are his 
witneffes, that they are admitted to communion 
with him. The more they witnefs and declare, 
with the apoftle, 1 John ir that which they 
have Jeen and heard, and handled of the word of life, 
the more communion they have with God; for, ; 
after this witnefling for the Lord, it immedi. 
ately follows, ver. 3. Zruly our fellow/hip is with 
the Father, and with bis Son Jefus Chrift. Again, 

(6.) Honeft witnefling ‘for Chritt gives evi- 
dence. that they.are of God. We read, 1-John 
IV, 3: Whofoever confeffeth that Fefus Chrift is come-in 
the fle/h, [together with all the truths that relate 
to, depend upon, and are neceflarily connect- 
ed with it, he gives evidence that he] zs of God. 

(7.) It is a.great advantage to ourfelves, and 
I may,add to others alfo; for, honeft witnefling 
may, excite others ‘to embrace the truth, and 
confirm other witnefles therein: whereas, not 
confefling the truth may be Jiumbling to the god- 
ly, as Peter’s difimulation was, Gal. i.1 2; 

6. Another reafon or motive. for encourag- 
ing towitnefs for God, is the great difadvantages 
of not witnefling.. . 1 -will tell you three difad- 
vantages of not witnefling for the Lord, 

(1.) It tends to bring on temporal judgments. 
We read, Jerem. ix.9. after it was faid, ver..3. 
Lhey are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; it 
is added,. Shall I. not wijit for thefe things, faith the 
Lord? Shall not my foul be avenged on Such a nation 
as this? Alas! what vengeance from heaven 
is awaiting this generation, that will not wit- 
nefs forGod, but rather ftand up againft him 
and: his caufe,. particularly his covenanted - 
caufe in this nation ! 

(2.) Another difadvantage is, that as it brin gs 
on temporal, fo, it likewife procures /piritual 
judgments... When people receive not the truth 
in love, God jufily gives them up to Strong delu- 
Jions, to beheve aye, 2 Theff. ii. 11.—And thefe 
who do not witnefs, they expofe themfelves to 
apoftafy.. God may-juftly leave them to partial 
apottafy, as Peter, who denied his mafter; or 
total apoftafy, as the Jews, who were rejected 
from being the people of God.— Another {pi- 


. Titual judgment is, that it brings fore angui/b 


and terror to the confciences of thofe who refute to 
witne{s for God in their day. There is a word, 
1'Tim. vi. 10. For the love of money is the root of all 
evil, which while fome coveted after, they. have erred 


from the faith, and pierced them/elves through with 


many forrows. In the margin it is, They have 
been SEDUCED from the faith. People who have 
voluntarily erred from the faith, or been feduced by 
the fnares of the time from it, they have pierced 
themfelves through with many forrows. 

(3.) Refufing to witnefs God brings eternal 
wrath, the wrath of God upon them who con- 
tinue to reject the teftimony of God, and tone-: 
glect to witnefs that he is God, in the feveral 
relation he makes of himfelf to them in his - 
word: Jf any man draw back, fays God, my foul 
Shall have no pleafure in him, Heb. x. 38. The back- 
Slider in heart fhall be filled with his own ways, Prov. 
xiv.14. Jf we deny hin, he will alfo deny us, 1 Tim. 
1,12. As for Juch as turn afide after their crooked 


_ ways, the Lord fhall lead them orth with the work- 


ers of iniquity, Plal. cxxv. 5, For whofoever Shall 
be afhamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous. 
mane , ir sae and 
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and finful generation, of him /hall the Son of man be 
afbamed, when he fhall come in his own glory, and in 
his Father’s, and of the holy angels, Mark vii. 38. 
No man, having put his hand to the plough, and look- 
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God, Luke ix. 62. 
Whofoever fhall deny me before men, him will I alfo 
deny before my Father which is in heaven, Mat. x. 33. 

7. Another motive may be drawn from 


Chrift’s appearing for us in heaven; therefore . 


we fhould be his witnefles on earth. Thus the 
apoftle argues, Heb. iv. 14. Seeing then that we 
have a great High-prieft, that is paffed mto the hea- 
vens, ‘Jefus the Son of God, let us hold faft our profeffi- 
on. See Heb. x. 23. Let us hold faft the profeffo 
of our faith without wavering. 

8. Another motive is, the precioufne/s of the 
truths of God we are called to witnefs for. What 
is the great thing you are called to witnefs? 
Even to witnefs that he is God; to be witnefles 
for the truth of God, and the God of truth. 
Every truth is a part of God’s name, and of his 
word; and though there are many precious 
truths, yet they are all one thing in God. Our 
God cannot be divided; therefore, by your 
refufing to witnefs for God, in any of the pre- 
cious truths which he has held out to usin his 
word, you refufe to witnefs that he 7s God, in 
this revelation of hisname. Every truth is a 
precious pearl of the Mediator’s crown. 

2dly, In what cafés are we to witnefs? I fhall 
only fay a few words upon it. We are fome- 
times called to witnefs publickly, 1f God fhould 
call us before courts, as in the cafe of the apo- 
ftles: and fometimes more privately, perhaps, 
to particular perfons, to give every one a reafonof 
the hope that is in you: fometimes called in com- 
pany to defend the truths of God, and his name, 
when blafphemed by others; and to do what 
we can to witnefs for God. We fhould endea- 
vour every one to have that for our motto, the 
apoftle fpeaks of himfelf, J am fet for the defence 
of the gofpel. ‘This fhould be our motto alfo, 7 
am fet for the defence of the name of my God, becaufe 
we are his witnefles that he is God. 

There are two or three cafes efpecially where- 
in we are called to witnefs for him; namely, 

1. In times of defection. The neglect of this 
was complained of, Jer. ix. 3. They were not va- 
liant for the truth upon the earth. When many of 
Chrift’s difciples went back, and walked no more 
with him: Then faid he to the twelve, Will ye alfo 
go away? John vi. 66,67. When there are de- 
fections from the truth, or any ftrange errors, 
or ftrange apoftafies, or ftrange principles tak- 
ing place, then we are called\to cleave to, and 
witnefs for the truth. 

‘2. In times of doubting. John bore witnefs 
to the truth, when the Jews were not come 
the length of denying, but in afu/penfe about 
the coming of Chrift, John iit. 33. When fome 
of the Lord’s children may be in a doubt about 
fuch and fuch a truth, then we are called to 
witnefs. OurLord Jefus fays, John v. 33. that 
Fobn did bear witne/s of him; and it wasin a time 
wherein many were doubting about the truth. 
We ought to witnefs for the truth, in order to 
the fortifying of the faith of thofe who are 
-ready to waver. 

3. We are called to witnefs, particularly in a 
day of temptations. When there are many {nares 
and temptations to lead us away from the 
Lord and from the truth, then it is a time 
of teftifying and witnefling. Our Lord gives 
us an example of this: whenever Peter began 
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to tempt him to that which was contrary to 
his name and truth, and glorious defign, he 
{ays, Get thee behind me, Satan. Why, can a faint 
beaSatan? Yes. When he tempts toany ftrange 
principles, and to defert the caufe of God; then 
we miay fay to a faint, Get thee behind me, Satan. 
In times of temptation we are called to -witnefs 
for him. 

4. In times of perfecution; when the caufe of 
of Chrift is a perfecuted caufe.. You fee Peter’ 
and John, Acts iv. 8,—12. when they were im- 
prifoned and perfecuted, how readily did they’ 
witnefs at fuch a time before their judges? 
They told them, The ftone which the builders re-’ 
jected, the fame is become the head of the corner, Ver. 
11. When prohibited to preach in Chrift’s name, | 
they undauntedly reply, Whether we fhould obey” 
God or man, judge ye, VEY. 19, 20. me 

y. In a word, a time when there is few to 
witnefs, is a time we are called particularly to 
witnefs for God. T remember the apoftle Paul, 
2 Tim. i. 15. after he had faid, ver. 8. Be not a- 
Jbamed of the teftimony. of our Lord; then he adds, 
All thefe in Afia have turned awaye from me: there- 
fore do not ye turn away; Be not a/hamed of the 
teftimony of our Lord. ry 

3dly, The next queftion was to enquire, How 
or by what means, and in what manner are we 
to be his witnefles? Rn 1 hh 

[1.] By what means. Would you be honeft’ 
witnefles for God, and witnefies that he isGod? 
I would advife you, 3 


1. To feek the Hvely faith, the rooted faith of - 


all the truths ye are called to witnefs for; Wiib 
the heart man believeth unto righteoufne/s, Rom. x. 


10. And. as David faid, Pfal. cxvi. 10. I believe, 


therefore I have fpoken: fo let this be your way,, 
Ibeheve, therefore I fpeak; Ubelieve, and therefore 


witnefs. I clofe by faith with fuch a truth,. 


and therefore witnefs. Seek to be eftablifhed: 
in the faith of the truth. 

2. Call in the belp of the Spirit of God, and make 
ufe of the /word of the Spirit, which is the word: 
of God, for the defence of the truth; for, it is 
your fafety to cleave to. the caufe of Chrift, 
whatever be the confequence: let no event be 
your rule, but let the word of God be your rule. 
Remember the warning Chrift hath given you, 
John xvi. 1, and 33. verfes compared, Thee 
things have I fpoken unto you, that ye fhould not be 
offended. Chrift warns them of what they might 
expect, that fo they might not be difcouraged 
when trials for the truth come on. Well, The/e 
things have 1 fpoken to you: they fball put you out of 
the fynagogues; yea, the time cometh, that whofoever 
hilleth you will think that he doth God fervice. And 
ver. 33. The/e things have I fpoken to you, that im. 
me ye may have peace, In the world ye hall have 
tribulation. : . 

Again, call in the help of the Spirit.of God 
for Meters in order to witnefling-work. What 


furniture? Even that which is treafured up in 


the glorious Head. In Chrift, the Head, it is 
to be forthcoming for the members. Chrift is 
anointed with the Spirit above meafure ; I will put 
my Spirit upon him, and he fhall bring forth judgment 
to the Gentiles, Wfa. xlii. 1. It is that Spirit.that . 
is promifed to all his members, Ifa, lix..21. My 
Spirit that is. upon thee, and my words which I bave 
put in thy mouth, fball not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy feed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy feed's feed, from henceforth and for ever. There- 
fore, O Sirs, call inthe help of the Spirit. And, 
[2.] As to the manner of witnefling. O ee 
see eek 
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feek of the Lord to help you to witnefs in the 
following manner; namely, to wimefs for the 
truth fully; for all truth, without minching 
any of the truths of God: and to witnefs freely ; 
without conftraint or compulfion: to witnefs 
openly, without fhame; and to witnefs boldly, 
without fear; and with holy courage: alfo to 
witnefs meekly, without pride. It is faid, 1 Pet. 
lil. 15. that we are to give the rea/fons of the hope 
within us with meekne/s and fear; in the margin 
itis, with meeknefs andRkVERENCE. OSirs, have 
a regard and reverence to all thefe truths ye 
are called to witnefs for. Remember, God is 
in every truth ; and when you witnefs for any 
truth you witnefs for God. Therefore, fee that 
your witnefling be done with reverence and 
godly fear. Reverence every truth of God. See 
that your witnefling be a bumble witnefling. 
O! how humbly did John the Baptift witnefs 
for Chrift, when he:witnefled for him and faid, 
He that cometh after me is preferred before me, the 
latchet of whofe fhoes Iam unworthy to unloofe! We 
ought to witnefs uprightly, without hypocrity ; 
and out of love to Chrift, and zeal for the glory 
of God; the credit of his caufe, and the honour 
_ ofhistruth, Again, O! endeavour to witnefs 

joyfully ; be not difheartened whatever trials you 
come under: witnefs, I fay, joyfully. It is faid, 
Acts wv. 41. They: rejoiced that ithey were thought 
worthy to fuffer fhame for the: name of Chrift. We 
ought alfo toowitnets innocently; without giving 
offence, or any juft occafion to any to fpeak 
evil of us. Again, you fhould witnefs confant- 
Jy, without fainting or giving over, till we have 
finifhed our teftimony; He that endureth to the 
end, fhall be faved. Be faithjul unto death, and I 
will give you a crown of life. Laftly; Oendeavour 
to witnefs dependently, without confidence in the fle/b ; 
depending on the grace of Chrift. Though you 
had as much grace as the apoftle Peter, yet, if 
you dependnot on the Lord Jefus,. -you.will,. 
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with Peter, deny him; Before the cock crow twice 


thou /halt deny me thrice. Endeavour to witnefs 
dependently on the grace that is in Jefus Chritt; 
otherwife, who knows how foon you may, 


as:it were, be.thrown:on your back with: the. 


temptations of the times, that have:carried fo 
many. dowm: the ‘ftream.)\'Phink what a:trial 
the poor apoftles were brought unto when Je- 
fus was crucifiedcand laid»in the grave; there 
was»no appearance of himeas.yet, and they: 
began to fay, We thought dz was be that should 
bave redeemed t/rael, Luke xxivea1. ‘They began 
thus to doubtof the great truth they feemed to 
~ be eftablifhedin;. this fundamental truth: 
This is thectime wherein precious truths, 
and fome truths: wherein you thought your- 
felves eftablifhed, and laid upin yourmind, as 
beyond «debate, ‘are: now<turned controyerted 
points, and*debateable queftions.. Who would 
have thought:that it would have been:debated 
in Scotland, that our folemnm covenanted:work 
of Reformation, was the work of God; and 
that thefe Covenants were’ binding and ‘obliga- 
tory upon pofterity? Who would have thought 
that it would have been‘debated in Scotland, 
that Chrift the King of Zion hath a’fixed go- 
vernment in his vifible church? Some great 


truths, both relating to the doétrine! and go- - 


vernment of Chrift, come now-a-days to be dif- 
puted *. Therefore, I fay, there is need of clofe 


" ® "The Réader may fee more of thefe difputed points condefcended upon, by confulting Vol. I. p. 670, 671, 
isp This topic may-be feen more copionfly handled, Vols L. —p..675, ©) 5) Da i<é 
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dependence, that* you. may exonerate your- 
felves by an honeft teftimony. Now, confider 
how- -you will exonorate yourfelves at the 
hand of God and of Chrift, who lays no other 
burden upon you than this, Hold faf till I come, 
Rev. . 25. How fhall you be exonorated at 
the hand of men; at the hand of your witnef- 
fing forefathers, who tran{mitted truth pure to 
us, at the expence of their blood, and of whom 
many travelled night and day to get the work 
ofreformation brought tothe fcripture pattern; 
to get Confeflions of Faith adapted and conform 
to the fcripture-purity. How fhall we be ex- 
onorated at their hands, if we in this genera- 
tion ‘be tran{fmitting nothing to pofterity but 
lumber and trafh, inftead of precious truth ? 
How fhall we be exonorated at the hand of 
the prefent generation, or our children and pofte- 
rity after us? What will we anfwer for betray- 
ing’ the truft of reformation - principles and 
treafures, which God, by our forefathers, left 
atour door? If we be not faithful witnefles for 
God and his truth, and if we leave nothing to 
our feed and offspring but counterfeits, inftead 
of gold; poifonous errors, inftead of whole- 
fome food +. Covenant-breaking Scotland ne- 
ver'thinks upon this! But, 

“I fhall juft clofe with a word particularly to 
the people of this congregation. ‘There may be fome 
here ‘of Dunfermline people, that, with many 
others, have turned their backs on witnefling- 
work, and‘have fallen in with the defe@ions 
of the day, the delufions of the time, and the 
intrufions of the place. I think the Lord is fay- 
ing to them asthe prophet Ezekiel, chap. ii. 4. 
They are wnpudent children and ftiff-hearted: I do fend 
thee unto them, thou fhalt fay to them, Thus faith the 
Lord God. And they, whether they will bear, or 
whether they will forbear, (for they are a rebellious 
houfe) yet they /hall know that there hath been a pro- 
phet among thém, Sol may fay to many in Dun- 
fermline, Whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear, yet they fhall know thar 
there hath been a witnefs among them; Imean 
not one witnefs, the poor man that hath been 
fo long’ difpenfing the word amongft them ; 
but manifold witnefles that God hath againft 
them: they fhall know that God hath a mani- 
fold witnefs among them; and Godhath been 
fetting up a multitude’ of witneffes at this oc- 
cafion againftmany in Dunfermline: a-witnefs 
againft all profane drunkards, whoremongers, 
Sabbath-breakers ; a witnefs againft every un- 
believing hypocrite and legalift; a witnefs a- 
gainftevery backflider, that have turned their 
backs ‘upon Chrift'and upon’his caufe; a -wit- 
nefs‘againft every Demas, who hath for/aken us, 
having loved the prefent world; a witnefs againtt 
every Judas, who betrays the Son of God with a 
ki/s, and betrays the caufe of Chrift ; a witnefs 
againft all and“every Elder’ in Dunfermline, 
who have deferted their office, and turned their 
back .on the caufe that they folemnly engaged 
in; a witnefs again{t every intruder in the pa- 
rifh or prefbytery of Dunfermline, that have 


“not entered in by the door of the chief Shepherd, o- 
pened in the everlafting gofpel; a witnefs a- 


gain{t every man and woman in Dunfermline, 
who have no regard 'to the ‘tefzmony and warn- 
ings Vhave particularly given, at feveral times, 
and read before them, and have allowed tobe 


. publithed, 
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publithed, that none may pretend ignorance {. 
God, I fay, hath been fetting up witnefles a- 
gaint all fuch...Why, whom is he adducing 
witnefles? Not only the poor man that hath 
been left fo long in the miniftry here, but all 
his brethren aflociate with him; not only the 
people inthis place, that cleave ftill to the law- 
tul minifter that God hathcontinued with them, 
but alfo God is faying, with reference to Dun- 


fermline, I will bring in among them witnefles. 


againft them, witnefles from their neighbours, 
from all parifhes round about Dunfermline, 
that fhall witnefs, when many in the parith of 
Dunfermline are going out, rejecting the tefti- 
mony of the day, and the witnefling-work of 
the day. I will bring into it others from pa- 
rifhes about, to be witnefles in Dunfermline, 
againft Dunfermline, for their apoftafy and 
rebellion againft the Lord. And what if the 
Lord be calling us to fay, as in another cafe 
the apoftle faid to the Jews, Acts xiii. 46. /t 
was necefjary that the gofpel fhould be firf preached 
unto you; but in regard, and as far as you reckon 
yourfelves unworthy of eternal life; lo, we turn to the 
Gentiles : Even fo, it was neceflary that the gofpel 
fhould be preached to you in Dunfermline, and 
preached by us to you thefe thirty and two 
years; and now that the miniftry, at laft, fhould 
be accompanied with a teftimony for all: the 
truths that are deferted by the generation: it 
was neceflary that this fhould be done; and if 

ou reckon yourfelves unworthy of it, know 
it, that lo we turn to another congregation; and 
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turn, asit were, away from theold congregation 
of Dunfermline, to a witnefling congregation 
there, that fhall witnefs for God, againft all the 
perfidious, treacherous perfons in Dunfermline, 
that have difregarded all the warnings of God. 
Confider therefore what you are doing; how 
many witnefles God has been adducing againft 
you. Confiderthere are two or three thoufand 
that have come to the table of the Lord at this 
occafion; fome of them, and we hope.a good 
part of them, honeft witnefles for God; but 
they are all, by their profeffion, witneflesagaintt 
thefe that have turned their backs on us and 
our miniftry: they are all profeffed witnefles 
againft fuch; and all that are witnefles now, 
will be brought forth as witnefles againft you 
at the laft day, unlefs you return and repent, 
and unlefs the Lord arife, in his infinite favour, 
in and through Jefus Chrift, and have mer 

on you. Therefore, O poorfoul, feek that this 


occafion may not be loft; that you may not - 


perifh, and be involved, not only in the guilt 
of your own fins, but alfo in the public guilt 
of the fins of the generation wherein you live. 
O that you would goto God alone, and cry to 


him, that there may be fome faving good done 
to your foul by this/folemnity, thatit may not 


be produced as a witnefs againft you! O Sirs, 
be reftlefs till. you be brought among thenum- 
ber of God’s true and honeft witnefles;, whom 
he will make honourable mention of, faying; 
Ye are my witneffes, that I am God. . 
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Thou haft avouched the Lord, this day, to be thy God, and to’ walk ane Bis ways; and keep shoal ftatutes, and 
his commandments, and his judgments, and to hearken unto bis voice; and the Lord: hath avouched theethis 
day to be his peculiar people, as he hath promifed thee, and that thou fhouldft keep all his: commandments: 


EC HE folemnity of this very day hath been 
i great and remarkable, and fomewhat 
exactly parallel to it you. have in thefe 
words, From the preceding verfe, God, by his 
fervant, Mofes, binds. all duties of obedience to 
his divine commands, upon this people of If- 
rael, by.athreefoldargument. The frfisdrawn 
from the. authority of God, ver. 19.. They were 
not the commands of Mofes, but of God; in+ 
finite Wifdom framed them, and the power of 
the King of kings madethem binding to them: 
This: day.the Lord thy God hath commanded thee todo 
thefe flatutes, &c. The /econdargument is drawn 
from his being their covenanted God, ver. 17. Thou 
haft avouched the Lord this day, to be thy God, &c. 


A thrdargument is drawn from their being his 
covenanted people, ver..18. AudtheLord hath avouch« 
ed thee this day to be his peculiar people, &c. Heré 
he covenants tomake them his peculiar people, 
his obedient people, that they thould keep: all 
his commandments;:and: farther, ver.' 19. to 
make them a high people, and to°-make them 
high above all nations which he had made, in praife, 
and in name, and in-honour; and. make them a ‘ho- 
ly people; That thou mayft beacholy people unto thé 
Lord. thy: God, .as hé:-hath fpoken. But 1 confine 
myfelf efpecially to the verfes firft read... 

|. know the way wherein fome: go to work, 
in commenting upon this, and fuch like texts, 
is, as if there were but one mutual covenant be- 


t To unfold this affair a little to the Reader, which our Author here {peaks fo warmly and affectedly about, it may not be improper 
to obferve, ‘That the General Affembly 1740. having paffed the fentence of depoftion again{t eight Minifters, of whom our Author was 
one, for their faithfully teftifying againft the prevailing corruptions of the time, and their ftedfaftadherence to our Reformation-principles, 
feveral of the inhabitants:of Dunfermline, on this occafion, deferted the miniftrations of their lawful paftor. The Prefbytery of Dun- 
fermline, -in order to implement the fentence of the fupreme Judicatory, appointed his pulpit to be fupplied. This induced our Author, 
at fundry times, to emit three different WARNINGS to his congregation. The firft on Sabbath, June 6, 1742. when Mr. Hardie at Cul- 


rofs, firft took poffeffion thereof. The fecond was read Auguft 22d, faid 


ear, when the Prefbytery, in concurrence with fome in the 


patith, had taken fome fteps towards calling a minifter in his room. The third on Sabbath, May 1. 1743. when intimation was made 
of the admiffion of one to be minifter in his place, on Thurfday thereafter. — See the Warnings themfelves, at full length, at the end of 


the Sermons. j 


* This fermon was. preached at Stitling, Decem, 28. 1743. in the evening of that day, on which the Affciate Profbytery did, 
= id : tt «J : 


with uplifted hands, folemnly renew the NaTionaL Covenants. 


_ tween 
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tween God and them here {poken of; whereof 
their part was a promife and oath of obedience ; 
and God’s part, a promife, that upon that cond:- 
tion he would do fo and fo for them; and thus 
turning it to a covenant of works, with ftipu- 
jation and -reftipulation. But, we have not fo 
learned Chrift, nor the truth as it is in him, as to 
conceive it in this manner: it was a grofs view 
of it, this way, that made the moft part of 
_ that Ifrael of God, fo foon to break all their 
> engagements ; they made a covenant of duty with 
God, without taking hold on God's covenant of grace, 
exhibit to them ; and hencethey fo perfidioufly 
braketheir covenant: and therefore, when God 
returned to them, he put them in mind of his 
covenant which they had forgotten, and put a 
difference between that covenant of theirs, and 
his covenant; Neverthele/i, [will remember my co- 
venant in the days of thy youth,—and thou fhalt re- 
member thy ways and be afbamed; and 1 will do fo 
- and fo for thee, but not by'thy covenant, Ezek. xvi. 
60, 61.. Whatever peculiar privileges, and tem- 
poral bleflings, were promifed ‘to Ifrael of old, 
yet they being all typical of {piritual bleflings, 
and the heavenly Canaan; and however dark 
this legal Old-teftament difpenfation was, yet 
it was a covenant of grace they were under: 
and hence they were under a {pecial obligation 
to ferve and’ obey him in a covenant of duty. 

In‘ the words, then, you have, more gene- 
rally, thefe three things. | 
caf, Their covenant of duty and fervice to God, 
wherein ‘they avouch him to be their God, and en- 
gaze to-walk in his ways, &c. Cha 
- 2dly, The foundation and ground of this their 
covenantofduty, and the grand encouragement 
~ they had to enter into it, namely, God’s covenant 
of grace and promife, wherein he avouches them to 
be his; and promifes to make them a oly and 
happy: people: and happy would'they all have 
been'for ever, if they all had taken hold of 
this ‘covenant of promife. But though a pro- 
mife was left to them, yet many of them entered not 
_ into ‘the earthly Canaan, nor to'the heavenly 
either; becau/e of their unbelief, Heb. iii. 19. They 
were not all J/rael that were of Jfrael: They were 
all avouched to be God’s people in'an external 
feederal way, as they were a vifible church in 
general; but there:wasonly a ‘/mall remnant that 
were his people, in afpecial, internal, {piritual 
and. diftinguifhed fenfe, as being true believers; 
who laid hold on his covenant of grace, in order 
to their being capable to ftand to their covenant 
- of duty, and fo fhew themfelves to be his dutiful 
and peculiar people: however, the outward 
difpenfation of the covenant of promife refpect- 
ed them all equally, that they might build their 
engagement to duty, upon this foundation of 
God’s covenant of ‘grace, wherein alone their 
furniture for all duty was provided. 

3.2/y, You have in the words the /olemnity of 
“this twofold tranfaction; relating to their cove- 
nant of duty, and God's covenant ‘of grace, as the 
ground and encouragement of it: and the fo- 
lemapiyiappeans;? OF Ob YS BniaOo 7) 

1. In the manner wherein they'affert their co- 
venant of duty, and God afferts his covenant of 
grace; it is by a /olemn avouching : they opeuly 
own, acknowledge, and confefs him‘to be their 
God; and he openly owns, acknowledges, and 
confefles them to be his people. | an 

2. There is a folemnity in the particularity of 
this twofold tranfaction; they are led to deal 
with God by ¢heir covenant, and God with 
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them by 47s covenant, in fucha particular way, 
that they a¢t in a body as one man, acting and 
tranfacting with that one only the huvmg and true 
God; but with him asa promifing Godin Chrift, 
covenanting with Chriit, leading them to take 
hold of that covenant, every one in particular 
for himfelf, that they may be capable to de- 
vote themfelves to him and ferve him. Hence 
the words are, Thou haf? avouched the Lord to be 
thy God, and the Lord hath avouched thee to be his 
people. 

3. There is a folemnity in the wniverfality of 
the matter engaged unto in this twofold en- 
gagement; they engage to walk in his ways, and 
to keep his ftatutes, and his commandments, and his 
judgments, and to hearken to bis voice: and, in order 
hereunto, God in his.covenant engages, by his 
promife, to make them 47s, to make them holy, 
to make them happy, to do all their work in them 
and for them. 

4. There is a folemnity in the date of this 
double engagement, ¢his day; intimating, that 
a remark is to be put upon the tame wherein 
fuch a folemn thing is tranfacted; therefore, 
in the preceding verfe, together with this text, 
this day is three ‘times mentioned: THis pay 
the Lord thy God hath commanded thee; THis DAY 
thou haft avouched the Lord tobe thy God; and THIs 
pay the Lord hath avouched thee to be his people. 

Mofes took inftruments upon it; -and dates 
his inftruments, that this day it was done: fo 
we, in the afternoon of this day, before all that 
were wituefles to this work, in, the former 
part of the day, do hereupon take inftruments, 
that THIS DAY we have avouched the Lord to be 
our God, and to walk in his ways ; and THIs DAY 
the Lord, by his prefence, we hope, and coun- 
tenance in the work, hath avouched us to be his 

Jervants, and of the number of his peculiar people, 
by engaging, in his ‘covenant of grace and 
promife, to be our God, and to help us to keep 
all his judgments, and to do them with all 
our hearts, and with all our fouls. This is 
the alone ground and foundation upon which 
we have come under any fuch engagement to 
him. - 

The date of the time, rhis day, applied here, 
both to his engagement, in the covenant of grace, 
and our engagement in the covenant of duty, 
points out the, neceflary connexion between 
thefe two; or the abfolute neceflity of his en- 
gaging for us, in order to our engaging to him; 
and though his engagement is laft mentioned 
in the. text, yet it is the firft intended: for, 
though it is ordinary in fcripture, that the du- 
ty is fometimes firft named, and then the means 
and motives afterwards; yet furely, in the order 
of nature, the means and motives to the duty 
are firft confidered, and then the duty practifed 
accordingly. Hence, Ifa. lv. 7. Let the wicked 
forfake his-ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and return to the Lord; for be will abundantly pardon. 
Here the motive is /4# mentioned, but yet it is 
the fi? thing intended and viewed by the re- 
turning finner, in order to excite him to a com- 
plyance with the exhortation, and induce him 
fo returi) Thus, Ifa. xliv. 22. Return to me, for 
I have redeemed thee; the motive and. argument 
comes laft, J have redeemed thee: yet it is firft in 
view ; for redeeming love believed, influences 
the gofpel-return ; Return to me, for I have redemed 
PBeg A OTE OCs 0 We STS fin 
: ‘Thus the ground and foundation of our fo- 
lemn engagement is God’s engaging firf in a 

. | covenant 


~, 
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covenant of grace to us through Chrift; and 
though this be laft here mentioned, it is the 
firft in order of nature and time both, as_be- 
ing the fpring and fountain of the former: 
and if we, whoare minifters, have been honett- 
ly avouching the Lord this day to be our God, 
and to ferve him, it isan evidence that he hath 
been before hand with us, avouching us to be 
his fervants, and engaging by promife for us: 
and, therefore, in accommodation of this fub- 
ject to the prefent circumftance, the doctrine I 
obferve from the text, is the following. » 


Doct. That God’s folemn engagement m Chrift un- 

~~ to us, by a covenant of grace and promie, lays 

us under the ftrongeft obligation, both to come un- 

der, and to be faithful to our folemn engagements 
unto him, in a covenant of gratitude and duty. 


By our /olemn engagements, | underftand our 
avouching the Lord to be our God, and that we will 
walk in bis ways, &c. By Gon’s folemn engage- 
ments, 1 underftand his avouching us to be of his pe- 
culiar people: and promifing toenable us to keep 
all his commandments, and to make us holy 
and happy: and becaufe, by thefe arguments, 
drawn from God’s_ being-Ifrael’s covenanted 
God, and hence their being his covenanted 
people, Mofes binds all the duties of obedi- 
ence to God’s commands upon them, there- 
fore, I fay, that this is a {trong argument and 
encouragement to be firm and faithful to our 
engagements. 

I hope Lneed not ftand upon the confirma- 
tion ofthe truth of it; the Preface to the Ten 
Commandments teacheth us. this doctrine; 
« That becaufe God is the Lord, and our God, 
“and Redeemer, therefore we are bound to 
“ keepall his commandments.” Weare bound 
to avouch him, to know and acknowledge him 


to. be the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer; 


wwe are bound to ferve and obey him: which is 
much the fame with this doctrine | am-upon. 

In fpeaking to it, through divine affiftance, 
following the order of the text, I would eflay 
thefe things. 


I. Touch a little at the engagement -of a co- 
venanted people here, their avouching God. 

Il. At the engagement of a covenanted God, his 
avouching them. 

HI. Touch at the /olemnity of thefe engage- 

-. ments, both of his and theirs. 

IV. Prove the doctrine by fcripture and rea- 
fon, That God's folemn engagement in Chrift un- 
to us, by a covenant of grace and promife, brings 
us under the firongeft obligation, both to come un- 
der, and be faithful unto our folemn engagements 
to him, in a covenant of gratitude and duty. . 

“WV: To make fome application of the whole 
fubject. | 


I. We are to {peak of the engagements of a 


covenanted people: they are exprefled in.the firft 


verfe of the text, Thou haf avouched the Lord this 
day to be thy God, &c.. Where we may obferve, . 

iff, ‘The nature of this engagement; -it is an 
avouching,; that is, a folemn confefling and ac- 
knowledging the name of God, according to 
that word, Pfalm cxlvii. 12. 


~The Lord praife, OFerufalem ; 
. Zion, thy God confe/s. 
And it is confeffing him with the mouth, flow- 


ing from, a believing in: him with the heart; 
_ For with the heart men believe unto righteoufne/s, and 
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with the mouth confefion is made unto falvation, 
Rom. x. ro. / 

2dly, Obferve the matter of this engagement; 
which confifts of two general points. 

(1.] A folemn profeffion of faith, or of laying 
hold upon God’s covenant of grace; that is, 
an avouching the Lord to be thy God. The foun- 
dation of this claim we have to him as our 
God, is not only the command of God, faying, 
Thou fhalt have no other God before me ;, and there- 
by requiring us to“ know and acknowledge 
“ him. to be the Lord our God and Redeemer:” 


but alfo his promie, faying, in his covenant, J. 


will be thy God; and a declaration of his name, 
faying, 1am the Lord thy God. This is his name: 
and, when we.take hold of this name, we not 
only acknowledge his /overeignty over us, as 
THE Lorp; but alfo his propriety in us, as OUR 
Gop; otherwife we tear.afunder, and rend to 
pieces his name, which is the Lord thy God; by 
which he declares upon..the matter, As fure 
as Iam the Lord, fo fure am I thy God. Were is 
the great name of this covenanting God in 
Chrift. We have no other-warrant, but. one 
and the fame, to.acknowledge his /overeignty 
over us, as the Lord;, and to acknowledge his 
relation to us, as our God. And fhall we confefs 
the one part of his name, and not the other? 
Or rather, fhall we acknowledge the moft aw- 
ful, and reject. the moft amiable part of it? Wo 
would be to us for ever, if he be the Lord, and 
not our God! } But our everlafting welfare 
lies in this, that he is the Lord our God: hisname 
is, 1 am THATI am; and.when he explains 
this name to us, -he fays,.J am.the Lord thy God. 
O folid, everlafting foundation, for the affur- 
ance of faith!:..As fure as1.am,. fo fure Lam 
the Lord thy God. - Lays ae BRE s05<o 8 
Now, here.is the chief.and leading. matter 
of our engagement, our. taking hold. of God’s 
covenant of grace, or of God as our covenant- 
ed God in Chrift,-and avouching him te be our 
God; and fo to be.our, righteoufnefs, and our 
ftrength ; our righteou/ne/s, that we miay ftand 
juftified in him, as JEHovan,, our righteoufne/s ; 
and our frength, that. we.may. be \/anctified. in 
him, and. have ability and furniture for, our 
work and warfare from him. And fo our a- 
vouching the Lord to be our God, is.alfoa fay- 


ing, We will goin the ftrength. of the Lord, making - 


mention of his rughteoufne/s, and his only, Plal. xxi. 16. 
Hence, . fod bral 

..[2.] The next general, in the matter-of the en- 
gagement, is a folemn profeffion of obedience, or 
a refolution, in the name and ftrength of this 
our God, Zo walk in his ways, to keep -his ftatutes, 
and his commandments, and bisgudgments, and to heark- 
en to bis voice. | Here is a five-fold expreflion of 
what may be:fuppofed to be-one and.the fame 


*. 


thing, but).yet. under diftinct confiderations:- 


and fo, | 


_. 1, To walk in bis ways, or an engagement th -— 


do fo, may import, a regard to his laws, as. 
they are the beaten path,-wherein he wills all 
his people continually to go on, by a progref- 
five motion; and the ways wherein alone they 
can expect to meet with him, and enjoy-his 
company.and. fellowfhip. at 31-4 Sa 

2. Anengagement to keep his fatutes, may im-~ 
port, a regard to his laws, as they’ are fratute 
and ordaimed in the court of heaven, to be a 


‘ftanding and eftablithed rule of faith and practice 


unto us, eriete 5p Basia 
3. An engagement to keep his commandments, 


may 


SermM. CII. 


may import, a regard tothe fame laws of God, 
as they have a flamp of divine authority on them; 
we engage to regard them, as they have en- 
graven upon them the authority of a com- 
manding God. 

4. An engagement to keep his gudgments, may 
import, a regard to the fame laws, as they are 
the refult of infinite wifdom, or as they have en- 
graven upon them the image of God, as a God 
of judgment, or whofe underftanding is infinite. And 
whereas thefe are all {poke of in the plural 
number, namely,. ways, /latutes, commandments, 
and judgments, it imports, an engagement and 
refolution to obferve all things whatfoever he hath 
commanded, Matth. xxvili. 20. without reckon- 
ing any thing too little or fmall, that hath his 
authority ftampt upon it; for, whofoever /hall 
break one of thefe leaft commandments, and [hall teach 
men fo, fhall be called leaft in the kingdom of heaven, 
Matth. v.19. It imports, then, a regard to 
whatfoever truth God hath. revealed, or duty 
he hath enjoined in his holy word, which prin- 
cipally teaches us, “ What we are to believe 
* concerning God, and what duty God requires 
6¢ of us.” 3 , ' : 

5. An encouragement to hearken to his voice 
as in the text, may import, a regard to the 
fame ftatutes, commandments and judgments, 
as they are the voice of God from heaven, to us 
upon earth; which is called, The more fure word 
of prophecy, whereunto we do well to take heed, as 
unto the fhinning light in a dark place, 2 Pet. 1. 19. 
A more fure word than any other-voice from 
heaven; yea,’more fure than. that voice that 
came from the excellent glory, faying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleajed, Matth. 
iii. 17. To hearken to his voice may alfo im- 
port, a due. regard to the voice of God, as in 
his word, fo in his providence, explained by, 
and in an agreeablenefs to his worc , the “ on- 
“ ly rule to direct us how we may glorify and 
“enjoy him.” Hence we are.to hear and re- 
gard the voice of God in all his difpenfations: 
in his mercies, with thankfulnefs; and in his 
judgments, with reverence. ..We are called to 
hearken to him both in his wordand rod ; The 
Lord's voice. crieth unto the city, and the man of wi/- 
dom fhall fee thy name; hear ye the rod, and who 
ath appanted st, Micah-vi.9., en 

In a word, thefe expreflions import, a refo- 

lution to cleave to all the ordinances he hath‘efta- 
blifhed among them; for, He gave his word unto 
Facob, his fratutes and his judgments unto Irael ; he 
dealt not fo with any nation, Pfal. ‘cxvii. 19, 20. 
Thus it includes a folemn engagement toad- 
here to all the degrees of reformation once at- 
tained to; and fo of the fame kind with that 
which we this day have-been called unto. . 


Il. The fecond thing propofed is, To touch a 
little atthe engagement of our covenanting Godin 
oChrift, by a covenant of grace, which is the 
ground and foundation of this forefaid cove- 
nant of duty. This is exprefled in the fecond 
verfe of the text; and, The Lord hath avouched 

thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath pro- 
mifed thee, &c. Here let us obferve alfo the na- 
ture and matter of this engagement. 


_. If, The nature of it; it is his avouching: and — 


that is his folemn confeffling and acknowledg- 
ing us to be his peculiar people; which we are to 
conceive of in a way agreeable to the glorious 
majefty of the God we have to do with, who, 
fince our fall in Adam, the firft covenant-head, 
ar TT DAS 2: 20 FOMSIDeI Ss 
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cannot tranfact with us immediately, but in a 
new-covenant head, wz. the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who was given to be the covenant of the people; and 
in whom the covenant of grace ftands faft. God 
could not promife to be our God, or to make us his 
people, but upon honourable terms; terms confift- 
ent with his infinite dignity; terms vindicating 
the honour of God’s holinefs, declared in the 
precepts of the law that we broke,and fatisfying 
the juftice of God, declared in the threatening 
of the law that we incurred: and becaufe God, 
in aconfiftency with his declared purpofe, could 
not engage to. be any thing to us, but a con/wm- 
mg fire todeftroy us, except upon thefe honour- 
able terms; therefore he fent his eternal Son, 
according to the eternal concert between the 
Father and him, to affume our nature, and 
come into our law-room, to be ‘thé Lord our 
righteoufne/s; and his engagement to do and 
fuffer in our room, is previous, not only to a- 
ny engagement of ours, in a covenant of duty 
and gratitude, but previous to God’s ‘engage- 
ment to be a God to us, or to makeus his peo- 
ple: and Chrift having both. come under and 
fulfilling his engagements, with his whole 
heart and. foul, faying, Lo, J come; I delight to 
do thy will, O my God, &c. fee how the great God 
notified this to.the world, fome times with 2 
behold; Behold my Servant, whom Iuphold, Va. x\.1.: 
fome times with a who is this? Jer. xxx.21. Who 
is this that engaged his heart to approach unto me, 
Jaith the Lord. And, asthe product 5f this en- 
‘gagement of Chrift.in our room, God not on- 
ly came under a new engagement to Chrift, 
and a new relation to.,him, to be his God and 
Father, upon this néw covenant footing, Pfal. 
dxxxix, 26.; but alfo under.a new engagement 
and relation to us’ in him, as our God and Father 
‘in Him, John xx. 17.: and therefore it imme- 
‘diately'follows, in the forecited Jer. xxx. 22. You 
Soallbe my people ; and [will be your God. And hence, 
~2dly, "The matter of his engagement, in and 
through Chrift Jefus, is, 

1. To make us his people: or to at 


rouch, con- 
‘fefs, and acknowledge us as his peculiar people, 
“as he hath promifed us in Chrift Jefus, A whom 
all the promifes of God are Yea and Amen, to the glory 
“of Ged: and the promife, You /hall be my people, 
“neceflarily imports the other, J widl be your God; 
for, our relation to him, as his people, prefup- 
pofes his relation to us, as our God in Chritt. 
God appropriating us to himfelf, and we ap- 
“propriating.God to ourfelves ; he publicly owns 
“us to be his, and we publicly own him to be 
ours. His acknowledgement of us to be his 
peculiar people, imports, that as we are not 
our own, but his, fo we are honoured with 
_peculiar privileges; to. be the people of his pe- 
-Culiar choice; Being Jet apart for him/elf: the peo- 
“ple of his peculiar delight; His delight aré with 
“the Jons of men: the ‘people of his peculiar defre; 
“He fhall greatly. defire thy beauty: the people of his 
“peculiar plea/ure; For the Lord takes pleafure in bis 
people: they are the people of his peculiar pa/ 
ture ; he feeds them among the lihes. Ina word, 
to be his friends, his favourites, his jewels, 
his crown, his glory; [will place falvation in Zion 

for Ifrael my glory. aaah 
2. The matter of his engagement in Chrift 
unto us, in a covenant of promife, is to make 
“us a holy. people. ‘This is both the end and de- 
fign of his covenant of grace and promife; and 
‘it is the end and defign of his bringing us un- 
‘der a covenant of duty and gratitude, that we. 
a4. PARI CL og } pet MAIS BSS fhould 
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this day. Hence, 
Ill, The ¢hird thing I propofed to touch a lit- 
tle at, was, The /olemnity of thefe engagements; 
both of ours, in a covenant of gratitude; and 
‘of Ais, in a covenant of grace. Ks} . 
- ‘t. The folemnity of the people’s engagement. 
Here I fhall only obferve, as in the explica- 
‘tion, there is a folemnity in the way and man- 
ner of their covenanting; it 1s in a ‘way of open 
‘avowimg and avouching the Lord to be their God. 
—There, is a folemnity in the particularity of 
their appropriating God to themfelves; Thou 
haft-avouched the Lord to be thy God: THY God.— 
‘There is a folemnity in the umver/ality of the 
engagement; it relates to. a// things imported 
in keeping his /latutes, commandments, judgments, 
and hearkening to his voice ; as already. explained. 
—And there is a folemnity in the day and date 
‘of the inftruments taken upon the whole: Tx1s 
‘DAY thou haft avouched the Lord to be thy God, and 
to ferve him, ak loa SA aN eaetas 


"2. The folemnity of God’s engagement here, 


< 


are oH ‘opt 
‘and acce accepted. 
loved;) but: fica 
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IV. To the fourth thing propofed, which ee 


Chofen, Pfal. lxxxix. 3. We were never proper 


eteia § 


provided fuch a well-furnithed, new-covenant . 
head tors. we a ae oe ee ia 
- [2.] Confider, we are by nature without firength: 
having loft our God, we have loft ourtrength 
and ability to do any fervice acceptable to God; - 
therefore, in vain would we promife arid fwear _ 
to ferve hirh in’ at NRO if he had © 
not firft given his word and Oath in acovenant — 

of grace, that hé would bé our God and out | 
ftrength, who grves power to the faint, and to him = 
that hath na might, increaleth firength. 


_ [3.J Confider, ‘that God, exhibiting himfelf — 


- 


fo us in a covenant of grace and promiifée, lays. 
us under a, manifold obligation, both to come under, 
and to be faithful to our folemn engagements, in & co- 

venant of gratitude and duty towards him. — 
~ 1. Gratitude itfelf obliges us to. promife our- 


felves to him that hath prownifed himielf to us; 


folemnly to ayouch ourfelves to be his who fo- 
lemnly avouchés himfelf to be ours. How 
fhould he regard our fits and ftarts at ‘his fer- 
vice, if we would not refolve, throug! 
Stace, to be his fixed, fettled, and engage 
vants? As in gratitude,‘fo, «2. 

2. In point of ingenuity; % 
fince he hath the be 


3. earn 
ag 
fess 
<< 
os 
f 
sy 
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ry, we are obliged to give ourfelves to him in 
a covenant of gratitude; for, grace /ball be with 
all them that love our Lord Fefus Chrift in fincerity, 
Eph. vi. 24. Further, 

. 5. In point of Aonour done to God, and for 
elorifying him on earth, and before the world, 
we are obliged openly to avouch him that a- 
vouches us; Zon, thy God confe/s. And as we 
eught to glorify God by making, fo by keeping 
covenant with him: but ftill wé are to beware 
of confounding his covenant of grace with our 
covenant of duty, by thinking the former is 
broken when the latter is broken. Finally, 

6. In point of iteref# ; the covenant of grace 
promifes unfpeakable advantage to them that 
are faithful engagers in’a covenant of grati- 
tude, and in a way of taking hold of his covenant ; 
for, to fuch there is a promife, Ifa. lvi. 7. Them 
will I bring to my holy mountain; and make them joy- 
Jul in my houfe of prayer; their burnt-offerings and fa- 
’ crifices fhall be accepted upon mine altar. ‘There is 
nothing more pleafant and acceptable unto 
God; for, Who is this that engaged his heart to ap- 
proach unto me, faith the Lord? It is fpoken of 
Chrift, the great and firft engager, whofe fo- 
- Jemn engagement in acovenant of grace, God 
declares his acceptance of, with a Who is this? 
But then it takes in all the faithful engagers, 
-who come in at his back, and declares their 
faith and love by a covenant of gratitude and 
Severe we then Se Nas La 0i9 eet 
~~ {4.] Confider, that every thing in'and about 
the covenant of grace, binds and obliges us to 
a covenant of gratitude, and to ftand faithfully 
to it. Rapes 8 ; 

?. The order of the covenant binds us; it is 
well-ordered in all things: and this is one part of 
the order of it, that duty follows upon privileges. 
‘The order of the covenant of works was indeed 
firtt dome, and then lifé and advantage by it; but 
the covenant of grace promifes life and falvati- 
on, God in all his fulnefs to be ours ; and:then 
follow all the duties of gratitude. °° 
_ 2. We are bound to gratitude and duty by 
the God of the covenant ; the firft leading pro- 
miife of it isof God himfelf, will be thy God’; 
therefore thou fhalt be mine. . 
~ 3. We aré bound thus by the Mediator of the 
covenant; he is the Surety, the Prophet, Prieft, 
and King of the covenant; and it ands faf mm 
bim, that we may ftland‘faftto him. 

4. Weare bound by the Spirit of the covenant; 
he is promifed in thefe words, Ifa. xliv. 3. 7 weil 
pour water upon the thirfty, and floods upon the dry 
ground; my Spirit upon thy feed, and my bleffing upon 
‘thine offspring. For what end? Why, then, it is 
faid, They /hall fpring' up as among the gra/s, and as 
‘willows by the waters courfes. Then /ball one fay, 
J am the Lord’s, and another fhall fubjcribe with his 
‘hand to the Lord, and furname himfelf by the name of 
Lrael. en ts. mac : Livids iii 
~~s. We are bound by all the promi/es of the co- 
yenant; therefore it is faid, Having thefe promi/es, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanfe ourfelves from all filthi- 
nefs ss the flefh and Jpirit, perfecting holine/s in the 

Car Gf Gta Be Es erate epee ah 
6. We are bound by all the dle/mps of the 
covenant; light, life, liberty, ftrength, and 

comfort, are bleffing thereof to be beftowed for 
this very end, that-we may be in cafe to glori- 
fy God, by a folemn dedication of ourfelves 
and our fervice to him. See 1 Pet. ii. 9. Ye are 
a chofen'generation, a royal priefthood, a holy nation, a 


peculiar people, that ye fhould /bew forth the praifes _ 


- 
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‘of him that hath called you out of darknefs into his 
marvellous ight. Again, 

7. The dlood of the covenant is binding blood; 
it was fealed with the blood of the Lamb of 
God: it is juftice-fatisfying and fin-pardoning 
blood ; and when this blood is fprinkled on the 
conicience, it is cementing blood for binding 
us to God, and to a grateful acknowledgement 
of him. 

8. The oath of the covenant isa binding oath; 
God fware to Chrift; and faid, Once have [/worn 
by my boline/s, that I will not lye unto David, his feed 

Shall endure for ever, Pal. lxxxix. 35, 36. It is an 
oath to him relating unto us, and binding us 
to {wear an allegiance of gratitude, and grate- 
ful fervice to him that Hath interpofed his oath 
in our behalf. 

9.The holine/s of the covenant is a binding 
thing’; God hath commanded his holy covénant; and 
one of the great ends and defigns of it is, that his 
peculiar people’ might have this name written 
upon them, in letters legible by all the world, 
Hboline/s to the Lord. See Jer. xxxii. 4. Ezek. xvi> 
18, \'19,;-20/ ‘Finally, 

10. The perpetuity and immutability of the cove- 
nant of grace is a binding thing; it ftands al- 
ways ftedfaft and’ immoveable, and therefore 
obliges us to be fedfa/t and immoveable, always a- 
bounding in the work of the Lord, and in the duties 
of gratitude towards him, who is the Lord and 
changes not, and is faithful to his promife to us; 
and therefore we are bound to be faithful to 
our’ promife to: him: Pi 

In‘a word) His'“grace' binds us to gratitude, 
‘and his Jove fhowild'conftrain us to his fervice. 
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V. The fifth thing propofed, was, To make 
fome application of the fubje&. Many inferences 
might be deduced from this doctrine. 

“ot? We may fee the danger of every legal method 
of covendnting with God, whereby people come 
under a covenant of duty, and folemn engage- 
ment to ferve God, and'refting upon their vow, 
promife, refolution, and covenant; while'yet 
they were never acquaint with, nor laid hold 
pon God's covenant of grace. ' No-wonder 
than their building fall to the ground, when-it 
is not erected upon this fure foundation. It is 
poflible fome ferious perfons make a covenant 
with God, and think they: do:it'with all their 
heart, and in théftrength of promifed grace; 
but then their’ dependence‘is more upon their 
covenant they made with God, than upon the 
covenant made with Chrift; more upon their 
promifes'to'God, than upon God’s promife to 
them through Chrift:: and fo; upon every 
failure, they plunge themfelves into 'a' mire of 
‘difcouragement; diforder, and confufion.: Legal 
ways of covenanting have been the ruin of 
‘many fouls? ag the old covenant ‘of works is a 
broken covenant ; fo all legal covenants influ- 
enced by the’old’ legal fpirit, will be broken 
covenants: they are a bed too fhort for-any to 
ftretch himfelf upon, and’a covering too nar- 
row to wrap himfelf in. Again,~ 90 
3! Hence we may fee the kindne/s of God to 
thefe covenanted lands, in that, though they have 
broken and forgotten their covenants of duty. to 
God, yet God ‘hath not broken, nor forgotten 
his covenant of stace towards them, but hath 
‘gracioufly referved' a‘remmant' in‘ the land to 
‘bear witnefs for God, that he is yet our cove- 
nanted God.® ‘No doubt, whenj:this time hun- - 
dred years, thefe lands came under a Solemn 
aoa . bad sghs, League 
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League and Covenant, and this land came un- 
der National Covenants alfo, avouching the 
Lord to be their 'God, many went about that 
work only in a legal way, and in a formal, 
carnal way, depending upon theircovenant and 
folemn engagement; and fo came of it: it hath 
been broken and burnt, laughed at and ridi- 
culed, and buried in the grave of oblivion; for 
which God is threatening a /word to avenge 
the, quarrel.of it. However, we have reafon to 
think, that there. was a number of honett co- 
venanters, who, when.they avouched the Lord 
to be their God, and promifed obedience to him, 
did it in the faith of his avouching them to be 
his people, and in a way of trufting to his co- 
venant of grace and promife, and not to their 
own covenant and engagement: therefore, 
however we and our. fathers have finned, and 
forgotten our covenant of duty to God, yet 
‘God hath not forgotten his. covenant of grace 
and mercy; and therefore hath this very day 
fet up a number of living witnefles, openly to 
profefs their rememberance of his covenant of 
grace, and openly to renew. our covenant of 
—duty. And though this our covenant, that we 
have through grace begun to renew, fhould 
prove alfo, in procefs of time, to be again a 
broken covenant, by us or our pofterity, and 
we fhould forget that we have avouched him 
ito,be our God; yet, info far as we are helped, 
awe hope to go about this work in a dependence 
upon, and on the warrant of God’s covenant 
of promife to be forthcoming for us:..we may 
therefore take it as a tokenfor good, that what- 
ever be the effects, God will:remember his co- 
venant of grace and mercy towards us and this 
land, and that he will not forget, thathe hath 
avouched us to be his covenanted. people. 

But, leaving other inferences, I come to.clofe 
‘with.an. addre/s.to. two forts’ of »perfons, before 
me, namely, 1..To thofe who have.this day 
-been avouching theLord to be their God. .2...To 
all that have. been, witnefles. : ae 

iff, | would addrefs myfelf, ina few words, 
to my dear and reverend bfethren, including 
myfelf among them, however unfit I am for 
fuch a tafk;, yet, fince you have put this exer- 
cifé upon me;,1 prefume to put you and myfelf 
in. mind of three things *. .1. Let us confider 
what we have been.doing-thisday. 2. What 
God hath been, doing this. day... 3. What is zn- 
cumbent upon us from this day while we live. 

1. My dear;brethren, What have we been do- 
ing? We have been avouching the Lord this day to 
be our God, and to keep his fiatutes, and his command- 
ments, and to hearken to bis voice. 

We. have profeffed this day, that we will 
have no more ado with zdols; that we willhave 
no other God but the living and,true God: that 
this world, and, the god of this world, and the 
lufts: of the world, fhall. never be our gods; 
but only the God and Father of,our Lord Jefus 
Ghrift: and, upon this profeflion, we have taken 
inflruments before God, men, and angels, that 
this day we have done it. 3 

We have profeffed, that we have parted with 
our Jfelf-righteou/ne/s, and clofed with Chritt, as 
the Lord our righteoufne/s, and efteem our own 
righteoufnefs as dung; that wehave taken hold 
ofGod’s covenant of grace, and of the Mediator 
of it;.as our only ftrength, our only Saviour 

_ and falvation: whereupon we have taken in- 
.ftruments, that this day we have done it. 


 * During this addrefs to the Brethren, they all rofe up and ftood till it was over. 
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We have profeffed, that we have gifted our- 
Jelves,and our all to the Lord, and have taken the 
Lord Jehovah for our all, in time and through 


eternity: and thereupon have taken initru- ./A 


ments, that this day we have done it. 

We have profefled, that we will walk with 
God, in a way of duty towards God and man; 
that we -will not live in the neglect of any 
known duty, nor in the commifiion of any 
known fin; but, through grace, keep aL God's 
fiatutes, commandments, and judgments, and hearken 
to the voice of God; that we will be faithful in 
our minifterial work, and walk examplarily 
before our people, as he-goats before the flock: and 
hereupon we have taken inftruments, that this 
day we have done it. 

We have profeffed, that we, according as it 
is given to us of grace, will/ufer for the name of 
the Lord Fefus Chrift, if we be called to it; and 
that we will be content, not only to be bound, 
reproached, perfecuted, and imprifoned, but 
even to die for him: and when our name and 
honour, and Chrift’s come in competition, we 
will be content that our honour be faid in the 


duft, that his honour may be advanced, and 


his name exalted: and hereupon we have taken 
inftruments, that this day we have made this 
profeffion. : , 

We have profeffed, that we are willing to be 
infiruments in bis hands, to lift up the crown royal 
of our IMMANUEL, that hath been fo long pro- 
faned upon the ground, and inftruments of 
reviving his long-buried work of Reformation; 
and that, through his grace, we will appear 
more and more for him, and his opprefied 
caufe, truth, and heritage,-notwithftanding of 
whatever oppofitions are laid in the way; and 
that.we fhall be in nothing terrified by our ad- 
verfaries: and hereupon inftruments are taken 
in-heaven and earth, that this,day we have 
Pike i : ra uy be Sia 

But, that we be not difcouraged, or. difheart- 
ened in fuch great work, let us confider, 

2., What, God hath been doing this day, and 
that he is as folemnly engaged for us as we 
are for him; for, the Lord hath avouched us this 
day to be his peculiar people; as he hath pronifed 
us, and that we fhould keep all his commandments. 
Our being led and determined to make fucha 
confeffion and acknowledgment, and avouch- 
ment of him this day, is a proof and evidence 
that he hath been here making a folemn con- 
feffion, acknowledment, andavouchment of us. 

He hath confefled, profeffled, and acknow- 
ledged, that he is eur God, which is prefuppofed 
tohis avouching us to be his people or fervants; 
_and this he hath done if the declaration of his 
name, J am the Lord thy God; and in the publi- 
cation of his covenant, J will be thy God: where- 


-upon, by his allowance, I hope we havetaken 


inftruments, that this day he hath done .it.. 


He hath profefled and acknowledged, that: 


we are his peculiar fervants, whom he hath called 
forth to ferve him in very peculiar circumftan- 
ces; and that therefore, for our peculiar work, 
he will give us peculiar aid; that he will not 
let us go a warfare at our own expence; but that 
his grace fhall be fufficient for us: and hereupon 
we take inftruments, that this day he has done 
it. Again, or estan le’ tie 

In his avouching us to be his, according as 


he hath promifed to us in his covenant of grace, 


he hath profefled and acknowledged, that he 


will 
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will be furety for us for good, and be forthcoming 
for all that we have engaged to in. our'cove- 
nantof duty and gratitude, knowing that with- 
out him we can do nothing. And that only by him 

Strengthening us, we can do allthings ; therefore, he 

hath promifed, that bis frength fhall be made per- 
Sect m our weaknefs: whereupon, by faith in his 
promife, we take inftruments that this day he 
hath done it. Again, avr: } 

He hath, by avouching of us, confefled and 
acknowledged, that it is his zwi// we fhould, and 
his promifé we thould keep all his commandments : 
he hath not extended or enlarged the obligati- 
ons of duty upon us, without extending and 
enlarging the encouragement ahd furniture 
for it; for, when he declares this is his will, 
faying, This is the will of God, even our JSanctifica- 
tion; ‘he fays alfo, This: is his work, Jam the 
Lord that fanttifieth you, and that worketh in you 
both to will and to do: Iwill put my Spirit within 
you, and caufe you to walk in'my flatutes: and here- 
upon, I hope, weare taking inftruments in his 
own. hand, which is the befthand, that this day 
hehath done it, by avouching ustobehis. A gain, 

By avouching us to be\his, as he hath pro- 

_mifed to us in his covenant of grace, he hath 
confefled and acknowledged, that he will make 
all his: promifes good, according:to all our necef- 
fities. If, in his providence; he fays, Behold, I 

Jénd you forth as fbeep among wolves ; in his promise 
he fays, Fear not, for Lam with you; be not difinay- 
ed, for Iam thy-God. Vf his call to us:is, Go you 
and teach all nations, his promife is alfo, Lo, I am 
with you always, to the end of the:world: and here- 
upon we take inftruments,: that this day he 
hath done it. fs@2awsMiiwe ni of 
fia word, God hath come under a ond and 
engagement to usthis day, and: his bond is; in a- 
nother fort, more frm than ours; ‘his: is: the 
bond of au everlafting covenant, butouts is 2 mutable 
covenant, lafting no farther than as it hath a re- 
lation to his covenant of promife, and is main: 
tained by it. We may break our covenant with 

‘im, but he cannot break his covenant with 
us. He hath infinitely more:to lofethanwe, if 
he fhould break his word; for his honour is 
engaged, his name and glory ‘is at the ftake; 
and, what will he.not do:for hisgreat name? 'There- 
fore, if we have taken infiruments: upon his 
covenanted engagement ant avouchment this 
day, he will never allow us-to withdraw ‘our 
inftruments, but allow us to plead. it' at ‘his 
heavenly court, his throne of grace, fromthis 
day-and foreward.. Therefore I would, in a 
word, fhew,) 4 cs tewers:! 
-©33! What is incumbent upon us from this: day 
and foreward.: I fum up all in one advice. If 
we would be faithful to our folemn engage- 
ment this day, letws lve by the faith of Goa’s folemn 

engagement this day» for his engagement to.us.in a 
covenant of grace,is the ground of our en gage- 

- Ment to him in a:covenant of gratitude: there- 
fore, letus never depend upon our own folemn 
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From this day let us depend upon his cove- 
nanted counfeland conduét ; for he hath faid, J will 
lead the blind in ways they know not, and in paths 
which they have not trode, Wa. xl. 16. Let us trutt 
in him, that he will guide us by his counfel, and 
afterwards receive: us to glory. We have many 
proofs of his making darknefs light before us, 
and crooked things ftraight; let us therefore 
{till hope in his word. 

From this day let us depend upon his cove- 
nanting prefence; that when we go through fire or 
water, he will be with us, Ua. xliii. 2. and bring 
us through fire and water to a wealthy land. Let 
us blefs him, that hath faid, 7 will never leave 
thee nor forfake thee, Heb. xiii. ¢. Many will be 
againit us, but if God be with us, and for us, 
no matterwho can beagainftus, Rom. viii. 31. 

From this day let us depend upon his cove- 
nanted blefing ; for he hath faid, From this day 
will I ble/s you, Hag. ii. 19. From what day was 
it? Why, in the firft chapter, God complained 
of that generation, that they ftill put off tem- 
ple-building work, faying, The time is not come. 
to build the Lord’s houfé ; jutt like this generatiow~, 
that have been faying more than fifty years, ht 
Is Not time to renew our folemn Covenants, or 
revive a Reformation-work; but God -ftitred 
up a remnant in the days of Haggai, who laid 
the foundation of the houfe of the Lord. And 
now, fays the prophet, Confider, from this day ; 
and again, Confider, from this day, ver. 1%, 18, 
19..and a third tithe, Confider, from this day; 
even from this day will I blefs you: fron this day 
mien May cutie you; but, from this day sill J 
blefs you. Let this-encouragé us to faithfalnets 
againft allidifcouragemients from without. We 
may depend upon his proniifed blefling in lifé 
and death: “his: blefing maketh rich; and hath 
more unfearchable riches comprehended in it, 
than men or angels can tell. It may encouragé 
us to follow him, whitherfoever he goeth; and 
to be faithful to our engagement; for in this 
way his blefling will follow us, through death 
and the grave, to the glorious appearance of 
our Matter in the clouds of heaven: For, when 
the chief Shepherd fhall appear, we fball receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away, t Pet. v. 4. In 
this faith let us ftand faft, depending upon 
him that hath faid, From this day will I blefs you. 

So far, I hope, my dear brethren will allow 
this addrefs to them. 

adly, I would addrefs myfelf in'a fhort word 
to all that have been witnefés to the folemnity 
of thisday: fome of you are friends to this work, 
and fome of you are enemies. tte ns 

(1.) To you that are friends, Lhave two words 
to offer, if you be indeed the-friends of Ghrift 
and his caufe;friends to a covenanted work 
dReMemation £163 sili snidsiscve § Sacee 

1:From whatyou havefeen andheard this day, 
you may take witnefes, and take infiruments, that 
God is'yet the covenanted God of Scotland; though 


.a covenanted people have departed from him, 


“: 


engagement this :day, but upon God’s folemii“#yet our covenanted God hath not quite depart- 


engagement to us this day, in his covenant of 
promifeatesdt cir, - Sap Mod st Le a 
From this day let us depend upon: his: cove- 
nanted Spirit, his promifed Spirit; for, bythe 
powcr of his Spirit, the work is‘begun and 
muft be carried on; This is the sword of the Lord 
unto. Zerubbabel, Not by might, noriby power, but by 
my Spirit, faith the Lord of hofts, Zech. iv. 6» »Let 
us reft.on his word, that faid; 7 wil/: Send the 
Comforter, John xvi. 7. ENE yeaa 
MOV OLD Te 


3 L 


ed from us. We forgot our covenant of duty, 
but God hath not forgot his covenant of mer- 
cy; and therefore hath mercifully revived: his 
work in the midft of the years. Before the year 
1643. was atan end, God brought thefe lands 
under a Solemn League and Covenant, befides. 
our: National Covenants at other times; »but 


thefe have been broken, burnt, and buried, and —\, 


trampled upon; yet now, before the yeart743.is 


atanend, God hath begun to:fet up a memorial 
: . Cage 1 ae 
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of that reformation-work that was carried on 
by folemn covenanting, from time to time: 
and therefore take inftruments, from thzs day, 
and date, that he hath not left bim/elf without a 
witne/s; and that be will yet return and leave a 


bleffing behind him, and repair all the breaches . 


that have been made upon the carved work of 
his houfe, the doctrine, worfhip, difcipline, 
and government thereof; and that he will yet 
be as the dew unto Ifrael; and makeus revive as thecorn, 
and grow as the lily, and caft forth our root as Lebanon. 

2. From what you have feen and heard this 
day, and at this time, you may learn, that, 
when God’s call to this covenanting work {hall come 
to your door, you need not be afraid to avouch 
him folemnly to be your God; for, he will not 
be behind with you, but will avouch you as 
folemnly to be his people. If you take hold 
of his covenant of grace, you need not fear to 


enter into a covenant of gratitude and duty; 


for, the grace of his covenant will carry you 
through all the duties of your covenant: he 


. will not be a day behind you; for the day that 


ment of that word, Zeph. iii. 6. Then will I affectionately, as a Saviour, Lam THY God. 


you avouch fim, that day will he avouch you ; 
yea, his avouching of you goes foremoft, for 
he hath prefaced his commands with it, Jam 
the Lord thy God. But when he calls us to fuch 
folemn work, he delays his open avouching 


of us, till once we have openly avouched him._ 


Think it not enough, that your hearts have 
joined in this work with us this day ; for 
though it is well, if your hearts have clofed 
with God’s covenant of grace, and you have 
devoted yourfelves to him in a covenant of gra- 
titude, if it be only between God and you, this 
may be your fafety: but is there not fomething 
farther incumbent on you, for reaching the 
end of God’s declarative glory, when that hath 
been fo much darkened in thisday? Itmuftcome 
to an open avouching of God, if we would 
glorify him before the world, or confefs him 
before men, in the hope of being confefled by 
him in the great day: When God appears in bis 
glory, and builds up Zion, and hears the prayer of the 


deffitute, and loofes his prifoners: what end does God’ 


propofe by all this? See it, Pfal. cit. 21. It is, 


» That they in Zion may declare, 
"The Lord’s moft holy name ; 
And publifh in Ferufalem 
The pravfes of the fame. 


Therefore, let us pray for the accomplifh- 


turn to the people a pure language, that they may all 


call upon the name of the Lord, and ferve him with 


one confent. But, — rf 


we 


‘* 


COVENANTED. GRACE, ox. 


t addrefa myfelf to you who. 


hate to come under 


and furelam and 


SirM. CIIL.2 


I muft tell you, that God is engaged againft 
you? He is engaged by promife to Chrift, that - 
he will beat down bis foes before his face, and plague 
them that bate bim, Pfal. lxxxix. 23. “Yea, I muft- 
tell you, that fince this is afolemn inftrument- _ 
ing day, we muft take inftrumentsa gainft you, 
if you remain flighters and rejecters of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and refufe to pay allegiance 
‘to Zion’s King. We hereupon take inftruments 
againft you, that this day we have been avouch- 
ing him to be our God, and promifing through — 
his grace to ferve him; and ¢his day you have 
been rejecting him, and are refolving to con-" 
tinue in the fervice of the devil, the world, and. 
your lufts. Alas! how dreadful is your cafe, 


if God be taking inftruments againft you, fay- — 


ing, This day you have rejected Mz, and this: 
day Uhave rejected You ; your fouls abhore mz,” 
and my foul abhores you! If this be his fare- 
wel word to you, then I will. tell. you what. 
will be the /a# word that ever: you will hear 


him fay, even, Depart from me, ye curfed, to ever 


lafting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels! In 
that great day, you mutt anfwer for what you. 
have feen and heard ‘this day, by the recogniti- 


on of confcience. ‘Then this day will be a wit-. 


nefs againft you on that day: and we who are, 
profeffing to be witnefles for God, muft be wit-. 
nefles againft you, that we avouched him, and_ 


you avoided, andturned your back upon him. _ 


But fince it is not yet come to, the laft day 
with you; nor isGod come yet to hislaft word,. 
fo long as the day of grace lafts: therefore hear-, 
ken you this day to his word of grace; for, now: 
is the accepted time, now 1s the day of falvation._ We: 
make, in our Maker’s name, an offer of him! 
to you; yea, he makes an offer ‘of himfelf, 


faying, Whofoever will, let him.come. O Sirs, will, 


you go with this man, who is IMMANUEL, God. 
with us, and God-for.us? . We have avouched, 
him this day to be our God; and you have as. 
good right and warrant from his word to a- 
vouch him to be yours, as ever we had: and: 
though you fhould not do it with the outward. 
folemnity of your hands lifted up to him, at 
this time, yet we call you in’ his great name, 


to do it with the inward folemnity of your — 
“hearts lifted up.to:him; for, be: hath come 
down to you in a declaration of hismew-cove-__ 
nant name, as well as to us, faying, Jam the 
Lord thy God. He fpeaks to you, not only au-. 
“but moft 


thoritatively, faying, Zam the Lord; b 


“ Well, Sirs, will you not thisdayavouch him, 
and ; 


oe 


your 
tion 


ffer; and every da 
every day is not < 
: : 


oft 


ow and acknowledge him to be theLord — 
God and Redeemer? Does‘he claim rela- ~ 
and will you claim none to him? 


we 


hat the Lord hath made, for _ 


ray 
4 
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The Harry Hour of Curist’s Quickening Voice. * 


Joun 


Verily, verily I fay unto you, The hour is coming, and 
Son of God; and they 
THINK there is no lover of Chrift here, 
[ but will with, in his heart, upon the hear- 
ing of this text, that this may be indeed 
the day and the hour wherein this word may 
‘come to pafs. There is not a dead foul, nora 
dead cafe amongtt all this company, but this 
{cripture opens a door of hope to it. The com- 
-munion table, we have in view, is not for the 
dead, but for the living: this facrament is cal- 
led the EucuarisT, a thank/giving, a fong of 
praife; but, who are capable to fing it?’ Why, 
it is faid, Ifa. xxxvill. 19. The living, the hvuing, 
he fhall praife thee. But if we be a dead com- 
pany this day, the end and deben of the facra- 
ment will be loft, and God will not get praife 
amonegft us. If any here be fearing left this 
be the cafe, and faying, O minifter! is there 
any ground to hope that fuch dead and dry bones 
all ive? We anfwer; Yes, yes: there is hope; 
“for theLord of life hath given his word for it, 
on which you may build your faith and hope, 
both that a quickening hour 1s, coming, and 
a quickening hour is come; Verily, verily I fay 
unto you, The hour is comng, and now is, when the 
dead fhall hear the voice of the Son of God ; and they 
that hear, {hall live. ream i 
Our Lord’s having cured a man here of his 
thirty-eight years infirmity on theSabbath day, 
the jews malicioufly perfecute him as a Sab- 
bath-breaker, becaufe he ordered the man to 
rife, and take up his bed and walk, that thus the 
work of God, in this miraculous cure, might 
be manifefted to the onlookers; but, under a 
mafk of zeal for the Sabbath, they fought to 
darken the light of that miraculous work ; not 
being: able to difprove of the work in itfelf, 
they quarrel the circumftance of time, and re- 
prefent it as being a violation of the Sabbath. 
Religion was never more violently perfecuted 
than under a mafk for religion. Men pretend, 
yea, and think they do God fervice, even when 
they kill the fervants; as they did the Matter 
himfelf. Our Lord having an{fwered his accuf- 
ers, by faying, My Father worketh bitherto, and I 
work, ver.17.; they were yet more inraged and 
exafperated, becaufe he faid, God was his Father, 
making him/elf equal with God, ver. 18. Chrift was 
fo fae from refufing this charge they laid a- 
gainft him, that he thence takes occafion more 
lainly to affert this truth; for, he proves him- 
felf to be the natural Son of God, by folid argu- 
ments, of which this is one in the words of 
our text; wherein he afcribes to himfelf ano- 
ther work, which none but the Son of God, 
equal with the Father, can effectuate. — 
The words contain two general points. 1. 
The ferious matter here afferted; The dead /hall 
hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear 


v.29. 
now is, when the dead fhall hear the voice of the 
that hear, fhall live. 


fhall live. 2. The folemmn manner in which it is 
afferted ; Verily, verily, I fay unto you, it {hall be fo. 
1, As to the matter here afferted, it relates 
to the /piritual refurreétion of fouls ; this is evident 
from the context: in the preceeding verfe it is 
faid, He that bears my words, and believes on him 
that fent me, hath everlafting life, and fhall not come 
into condemnation, but is paffed from death to life. This 
feems exactly to agree with what is here faid 
of hearing his voice, called in the former verfe, 
a hearing his words. Vertes 28th and 29th fpeak 
plainly of the fecond and general refurrection, of 
which he fays, Not it now is, as here; but it 
is coming: but this verfe, together with the form- 
er, {peaks of that /piritual refurrection, called the 
firft refurrection, Rev. xx. 5. and the quickning men- 
tioned, Eph. ii. 1. which comes by hearing the 
voice of Chrift in the gofpel, fo as to believe 
in him,and receive him: neither is this verfea 
vain repetition of what was faid in the former, 
though the matter is very ferious and momen- 
tous, and deferves to be refumed; yet the re- 
petition is with a’variety of different circum- 
ftances : for, , 
adly, As to the folemn manner in which it 1s 
afferted, it is under the form of a cath, with 
an AMEN, AMEN; Verily, verily: and with an 
exprefs mention of the time and /ea/on wherein 
his word fhall have this effect; Verily, verily, I 
Jay unto you, The hour is COMING, and Now 18, when 
the dead fhall hear the voice of the Son of God, &e. 
It is obfervable, that this is the third time that 
Chrift ufes this afleveration, Verily, verily, in his 
anf{wer to the cavil of the Jews here, againft 
his being the Son of God, ver. 19, 24, 25.; and 
each of thefe affeverations are brought in with 
a relation, efpecially to his being the God that 
quickens the dead, that quickens whom he will, 
ver. 21.; that guickens dead fouls by his word ; and. 
that makes them hear his voice, and live, as in the 
text. Such a folemnity of fpeech is not ufed 
about the re/urrection of dead bodies at the laft day, 
{poken of ver. 28,29. Why, it feems to point 
out how much his heart is fet upon the work 
of raifing dead fouls from death to hfe, wherein 
his power, and the exceeding greatne/s thereof, is 
more exerted, than it will be in raifing the 
dead out of their graves: and he {peaks with 
repeated folemnity, both to fhew the greatnefs 
of the fubject he fpeaks of, and to excite the 
affured faith of thefe that have ears to hear; 
Verily, verily, I fay unto you, the hour ts coming, and 
now is, when the dead fhall bear the voice of the Son 
of God; and they that hear fball hve. 
More particularly, in the words you may 
obferve thefe fix things following. . 
1. The fad cafe finners are in, they are dead; 
fo are all by nature, ti} 


-® This Sermon was preached immedialy before the celebration of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, at Dunfermline, Auguft sth, 


1744. Together withaDiscourss both before and at the tables, and alfovafter the folemn action was over, 


w 
ov 
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2. The fuitable rehef and notable privilege 
promifed, namely, “fe; they /hall hve. 

3. The powerful mean of this.fpiritual life, 
namely, the voice of the Son of God. 

4. The method of the application of this blef- 
fed mean, namely, the hearing of this voice of 
the Son of God. vo of 

5. The certamty of this relief, or the affur- 


ance given that it fhall take effect; we are af- . 


{ured of it by adouble oath, Verily, verily; and 
a double promife out of the mouth of Jefus, I 
fay unto you, the dead sH au hear, and they that 
hear SHALL hve. 


6. We have the happy /éa/on fixed for all this, 


‘or the time fet to an our; and that faith and’ 


hope may not be faint and languid, but have 
fomething in hand, as well asin hope, fome- 
thing in hand, as well as fomething future to 
look too; therefore, the happy hour, on which 
depends a happy eternity, is reprefented both 
asa coming hour, and a prefent hour: Verily, ve- 
rily, I fay unto, you, the hour is coming, and now is, 
when the dead hall hear the voice of the Son of God ; 
and théy that bear, fhall live. Here isa good foun- 
dation for faith and. hope. this day.. I might 
here 3 
Obferve, That the happy time wherem the. dead 
Shall certainly hear the vouce.of the Son of God, and 
they. that hear fhall hve, is a time fet to an, hour. 


~(ltis not only fet toa year, called the acceptable 


year of the Lord; and toaday, called a day of pow- 
er; but:in a manner to. an our of a day.; yea, 
to.a moment of an hour: we read of watering e- 
very moment,. There is no moment of, time, 
wherein we may not look to Chrift for life, and 
fora quickening power, and a quickening 
hour: for, the hour cometh, and now is, when. the 
dead fhall hear, the voice of the Son of God; and they 
that hear fhall live. +. , eo | 
~ But, becaufe the particulars here are many, 
I pafs over the formality of a doétrinal propo- 
fition, and defign only two things. see 


~ 1. A thort exphcation of the particulars in the’ 


perp EEX. . 
Il. The application thereof, 


_I. For the explication thereof, I fhall, as the 
Lord may affift, offer a word upon each, of the 
fix particulars 1 have juft now mentioned, as 
contained in the text. 

rf, Here is the:/ad ca/e we are all into by na- 
ture; we are DEAD men, and in a fate of death. 
You fhall not furely die, Laid Satan, though you. eat 
the forbidden fruit ; but he is a liar: for, behold 
we-are all furely dead; and that in a twofold 
fenfe, viz. both relative and real. 

-t, Ina relative fenfe, by virtue of our relati- 
onto the firft,Adam, and. the violated law or 
covenant of works: -we are relatively and le- 
gally dead, being under.the. fentence of death, 
Rom. v. 12, 15... We are. guilty, curfed, con- 
demned creatures; and the curfe of the law 
and. wrath of God.as an enemy. 

2. We are dead in a real fenfe; the fentence 
of the law.being in part executed, and that 
both as to body and foul. As to the body; it is 
now fubjec to death, and to all: the miferies 
and maladies that are the fore-runners there- 
of:.yea, and in hazard of hell-fire, and the 
torment of the fecond death forever: The wag- 
es of fin is death, And as to the foul, it is many 
ways dead; dead in trefpaffes and fins, Eph. i1. 1, 
2,3+3 {piritually and eternally dead ; and liable 
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to everlafting feparation from God: for death 
may be viewed, as either external, that makes 
the body lifelefs; or internal, that makes the 
foul gracelefs ; or eternal, which makes both 
the foul-and body for ever comfortlefs. 

In natural death, the body is without the 
foul; fo we-are dead men, becaufe our fouls 
are without God. —Death défaces the body; fo 
hath fin defaced our fouls, and deprived us of 
the image of God.—In death a man lofes his 


— Why, 


exactly to the death, or dead flate that we are 


into by nature. Are we in avelative fenfe legal- 
by ss 


- ‘Serm. CIV. 


ly dead; and in a real fenfe f{piritually dead? 
Here, in anfwer thereto, there is, ~ 
-_ 1. A relative life here imported; a life of ju- 
frfication in Chrift, as the Lord our righteoufne/s, 
- giving the pardon of fin ; To him gave all the pro- 
phets witne/s, that through his name, whofoever be- 
heveth in him fhall have the remiffion of fin, As x. 
43.—Removing the curfe of the law; Chrif hath 
redecmed us from the curfe of the law, being made a 
curfe for us, Gal. ili. 13.3 being made fin for us, that 
_ we might be made the righteou/nefs of God in bim, 
2 Cor. v. 21.—Delivering from the /entence of 
the law, foas there is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chrif?, Rom, viii. 1.—Reconciling us unto 
- God, and making peace by the blood of his crofs, Col. 
_ 1.20.—Taking away the curfe of all temporal 
plagues, and making all things work together for 
their good; taking away alfo the fing of death, 
-. and the vidfory of the grave, and making us heirs, 
—s according to the hope of eternal life, by being juftified 
Be ees erace, Litlit. 7. Ashiieint spt het 
_ —-—-2. A real, fpiritual life is here imported, where- 
by we pafs from real fpiritual death; We, who 
are by nature dead in trefpaffes and fins, are quickened, 
Eph. ii. 1. For, we come, by faith, to be u- 
--nited to Chrift, who is our life; and being u- 
nite to this living head, we muft live: He that 
‘hath the Son hath hfe; he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life, 1 John v. 12. This life is the 
contrivance of God the Father; the purcha/e of 
God the Son; and the alone work of God the 
Holy Ghoft, by the means of gofpel ordinan- 
ces; it isa /piritual change upon the foul; where- 
‘by the fhape of iniquity and fin is in every fa- 
culty partly removed, and the fhape of holinefs 
and righteoufnefs put on: it carries in- it del;- 
verance from the power of fin and corruption, 
and being poffeffed of the new heart, the new Spi- 


= rit, and all fpiritual blefine : ‘it is the Spirit, and . 


his graces dwelling in the foul, as a well of wa- 
ter fpringing up unto everlafting life, John iv. 14: 
_. _This relative and real life is juft that everlafting 
_ hfe {poke of in the verfe preceding ; He that 
_ hears my words, and believes on him that fent me, hath 
 everlafing life; and /hall not come into condemnation, 
but is paffed from death to life. It isa reforation of 
‘and more than we loft in the fir!’ Adam, 
> fecond Adam; his being made of God 
us wifdom, righteoufne/s, fanctification, and-re- 
_ demption. We nowledge of God; this i 


| Loit t owlec 
__-reftored in Chrift, as our 
favour of God; it is reft 


or 


CHRIST’s QUICKENING VOICE, 23% 


dwell in the duft; and his word mutt take effec, 
Therefore, 
3dly, The next thing in the words is, The 
powerful means of this fpiritual life; and this is 
The voice of the Son of God. Here is two things 
obfervable. . 
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2.32 THE. HAPPY 
Gal. iii..8. And, indeed, here is a part of {pi- 
ritual wifdom, to diftinguifh betwixt, Gop’s 
voice in the Jew, and CHRIsT’s voice in the go/- 
pel; betwixt God {peaking in the law by com- 
mands and threatenings, and the Son of God, the 
Chrift of God, {peaking in the gofpel of grace 
and promife.—The voice of God in the /aw, is like 
a voice of grumbling thunder ; by this is the know- 


ledge of fin and wrath, and fo of the need of 


a Saviour; wherefore the law is called a JSchool- 
majfter to lead to Chrift, Gal. iii. 24. Butthe voice 
of Chrift in the go/pel, is like the calm flill voice, 
that Elijah heard; and it hath neither law, nor 
wrath, nor death in it, but mere grace, and life, 
and falvation. Mercy and truth meet together, 
and kifs each other here: for, The law came by 
Mofes ; but grace and truth came by Fefus Chryt, John 
i.17.—The law is a word of wrath and condem- 
nation, opening up the fentence of death pafied 
againita finner, faying, Curfedis every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things written in the book of the law to 
do them, Gal. ili. 10. But the voice of Chrift in 
the gofpel hath not a word of wrath or con- 
demnation init, but “fe, and /alvation, and ab- 
Jolution; for, God fent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through him 
might be faved, John ii. 17. 

Indeed, ordinarily the Lord makes ufe of the 
law, in a /ubferviency to the gofpel, and fo con- 
veys fear and dread, and conviction of fin and 
wrath, by which he paves the way; but the 
proper voice of Chrift, as he is the Son of God, 
the Saviour and Redeemer come. to mount Zion, to 
turn away ungodline/s from Facob, is a voice that 
founds nothing but love, grace, mercy, falva- 
tion to the greateft finner that hears the gofpel, 
The voice of the Son of God here is a voice of 
pardon, to guilty finners, faying, J, even d, am 
he that blotteth out thine inigquities, and will remember 
thy fins no more. Itis a voice of heahng to difeaf- 
ed finners, faying, Jam the Lord that healeth thee. 
It is a voice of Salvation to loft finners, faying, 
FJefus Chrift came to feek and to fave that which was 
loft. tis a voice of cleanfing to polluted finners, 
faying, Behold there 1s a fountain opened for fin and 
for uncleanne/s. The blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all 
fin. This voice is the voice of God in Chrift recon- 
ciling the world to himfelf, and committing to us the 
word of reconciliation. It is a found of good 
news to all people, that to us a Saviour is born, 
which is Chrift tbe Lord. it 1s the voice of a 
Friend in heaven, and a wonderful Lover; a 
voice to be heard founding over the top of all 
the mountains of fin, and guilt, and feparation; 
The voice of my Beloved, behald he cometh, fkipping up- 
on the mountains, and leaping upon the hills, Song 
11s. Se oe : 

I cannot now ftand to’ give the properties 
and effects of this voice, which may aftewards 
occur. We may be fure, itis a voice full of ma- 
jefy, divine majefty, declarative that it is the 
voice of the Son of God; when it is heard, it 
fills the foul with awful impreffions of the ma- 
jefty of God. It is a voice. full of mercy, divine 


mercy: alfo, it is a joyful found of mercy to a. 


miferable finner; falvation is conveyed with 
it. It is a voice full of power, divine power ; 
for, it is the rod of his frength fent out of Zion, 
whereby his people are made willing in the day of 
bis power. And fo it is a voice full of hfe: it is 
a vital voice, even the vital breath of the Son 
of God, whereby the dead are made to hear 
and live; for, it is the dving and life giving voice 
of the Son of God: why, this voice is no lefs 
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than the Son of God himfelf, {peaking by-his 
word and Spirit, and iffuing out his royal or- 
ders, his powerful command, and fovereign 
will, that the dead rife. and live: it is the ani- 
mating vital breath of the omnipotent God in 
Chrift, quickening dead fouls. 
4thly, The fourth thingthen that the text leads 
to, is, The method of the application of this power- 
ful mean of life, namely, HEARING of this 
voice; The dead /hall hear, and they that hear fball 
lve. The hearing {poke of in thefe words, is 
not the outward hearing of the car, but the 
inward hearing of faith: a hearing the voice, 
not of men, but of God; nor of God abfolutely, 
but of God in Chrift, the voice of the Son of God. 
It is a hearing accompanied with that believ- 
ing, {poke of in the preceding verfe; and the 
hearing {poke of, Ifa. lv. 3. Incline your ear, and 
come unto me; bear, and your foul fhall ive. And it 
imports thefe four things. . 

1. The objective externa/ revelation in a divine 
tefimony; Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God, Rom. xX. 17. . 

2. It imports an zternal revelation of what 
is outwardly revealed; for, God reveals them to 
us by his Spirit, whereby we know the things freely 
given us of God, 1 Cor. 11. 10, 11, 12. He revealed 
his Sonin me, fays Paul, Gal. i. 16. The God who 
commanded light to [bine out of darkne/s, bath fhined 
into our heart, to give us the hght.of the knowledge of 
his glory. . 

3. It imports an affent of faith to the divine 
teftimony, in the truth and goodnefs of what 
is revealed; either concerning the per/on of the 
Mediator, the promifed Meffiah, faying, with ~ 
the Samaritans, John iv. 42. They fay to the wo- 
man, Now we believe, not becanfe of thy faying, but 
we have heard him ourfelves, and know that this is 
indeed the Chrift, the Saviour of the world: or.con- 
cerning his doctrine and prom/fe. ‘This hearing 
of faith is an affent to the truth and goodnefs 
of Chrift’s doctrine, as it is the meflage of God; 
it is a recerving his teftimony, and: a Jetting to ihe 
fealthat God is true; and that what is true, is alfo 
good, and worthy of all acceptation,.1 Tim. 1. 15. 
This is. arecerving.of the truth i the love of tt, 2 Thef. 
i, 19. And this hearing is alfo.an affent to the 
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thus the divinity of his voice; as the voice of 

God, the voice of the Son of God. 

Concerning this hearing of the voice of the 
Son of God, we offer the following fix remarks. 

(1.) The voice of a man ftrikes the ear with 
an external fourid; but the voice of the Son of 
God ftrikes the 4eart with an internal efhicacy 
and energy. To hear the voice of the Son of 
God, then, is not only a hearing with the ear, 
but a believing with the heart; The dead /hall 
hear ; and they that bear fhall hve... 

(2..) All that hear, /hall ive; but, indeed, all 
that are dead, will not hear: for, many have ears, 
and hear not; and hearing, they do not hear in 
the fenfe I have explained: but all that the Fa- 
ther hath given me, fays Chritt, /hall come unto me ; 

_all whofe ears God bores and opens, to. take 
up the voice of his Son Jefus Chrift, which 
. quickens them. 

(3.) Yea, Chrift here diftinély commends 
and extols a twofold grace and virtue of his 
voice; the dead /hall hear the voice; and, it be- 
ing heard, they /hall ive. It is no lefs preter- 
natural for the dead to dear, than it 1s for the 
dead to five; itis equally above nature to effec- 
tuate the one as the other: but it points out 
the method of the application of divine grace, 
and the order of the Spirit’s operation... Sove- 
reign efficacious grace, makes firft the dead to 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and then the 
hearer fhall Ave: the almighty hand of God 
firft bores the ear of the foul; and then, by the 
bored ear, lets in life to it. 4 

(4.) Both thefe are the /ecret,efects of divine 

- power; the Lord fpeaks as he.did to [faiah, 
 chap.-viii. 11.. With a firong band, making the 
voice found to the centre of the foul. What is 
4fpoken only to the ear, dies in the ear; but 
this ftill voice.of the Spirit, makes its entrance, 

‘by fecret paflages, into the heart, on which it 
leaves a ftamp and imprefs. of .God.. Others 
hear the found of words and fyllables, as well 

.as they; but they do not hear the voice of the 
Son of God, touching, and reaching, catching, 

quickening, and captivating their whole foul. 

(5.) It is no delufive, oraculous voice, founding 
into. the natural ear, and giving an imaginary 
idea and reprefentation of Chrift, as a~man, {fo 
and fo glorious and. comely; no, no: may God 
deliver his peoplefrom fuch fatanical delufions, 
too much fupported by fome in our day +: .but 
here there is no found of human voices, no 
fight of human fhapes; but a /piritual view of 
the glory of God in the face of Fefus Chriyft, as he is 
the wifdom of God, and the power of God; and a 
{piritual hearing of his quickening word of 
grace in the gofpel, coming. not. im word only, but 
an power, aud an the Holy Ghoft, and much affurance, 
ft Thefl. de, fo ace ey SA eRe ; 

_ (6,) It is God's, prophefying upon the dead 
and dry bones, faying, O ye dry bones, bear the 
word of the Lord, Ezek. xxxvii. 4. Come from the 
four winds, O breath; and breathe upon thefe flam, 
that they may live, ver. 6. The fame words are 
heard by others, but not with the fame power 
and efficacy; for, now the /eerets of the heart are 
mamfef; and God is acknowledged to be im that 
word of a truth, 1 Cor. xiv. 25. The power of 

_ Chriftcomes along with the voice of the preach- 
er; and there is no more power to refift, becaufe 

in the voice of men they hear the voice of God: 


and till it comes ‘to this, the word-hath no fav- 


ing operation on the foul; yea, till it come to 
this, people have eyes, and fee not; and ears, and 


+ The Reader, if he pleafes, may fee a fort account of this affair, by confulting, p. 158, 159, 174, 180, 
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bear not, fa. vi. 9. Yea, the gofpel to them is 
the favour of death, not of life. 

sthly, The next thing is, The ceRTAINTY 
of this relief, of this quickening of dead fin- 
ners; or the aflurance given that it /ball take 
effect, And now a door of faith and hope‘is 
here opened to all the dead fouls in this houfe; 
mone of the dead are here excepted in this dif- 
penfation of gofpel grace: aflurance is given 
that the dead {hall hear and live; and that, 

1. In general, with a Thus faith the Lord, it fhall 
be; [fay it unto you, faith Chrift.. Why, who is 
the fpeaker, but the Son of God, equal with the 
Father, with whom are the words of eternal life! 
He that {pake the world out. of nothing into 
being is the fpeaker here;:and fhall not his 
word take effect? Here is afoundation for the 
affurance of faith, namely, the teftimony of 
God {peaking in his word. God is invifible; 
and there is no other glafs wherein we can fa- 
vingly fee him, but the word, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
God.is an infinite Spirit, and cannot be feen 
with bodily eyes, nor heard with bodily ears, 
nor felt with bodily hands; fenfe cannot per- 
ceive him, and reafon darkened by: the tall, 
gives. but obfcure, imperfect, and unbecoming 
thoughts of him: for God, and the things of Ged, 
are foolifhne/s to the natural man. We mutt look 
to God therefore in a word, a faying,.a faithful 
faying; fuch as, That Chrif? came to fave loft finners, 
and to. quicken dead finners; and here he fays 
it, That the dead fhall hear bis voice, .and live.. Our 
faith ftands not upon the wi/dom of men, but the 
power of God; that is, upon the divine teftimony: 
which proves. itfelf:.to. be powerful, by com- 
manding the affent.of the foul to-it, upon its 
own authority, as being the word of God. 

2. The affurance is given not only thus in 
general, with a thus faith the Lord Fe/us, but alfo 
with a /olemmty of Jpeech, wherewith his word 
is accompanied, for bearing it home upon our 
hearts: why, here he deliyers his word with 
two verilies, and with two /hall be’s. 

_ (1.) With two vERILIES; Verily, verily, I fay 
unto you, the dead fhall hear the voice of the Son of 
God, &c. He thatis the AMEn, the faithful and 
true witne/s, paakes frequent ule of this form of 
an oath: it is the holy oath of a holy Jefus, 
faying, AMEN, AMEN. Amenis his name; and 
Amen, Amen is his doubled oath: and we may 
fay, Becaufe he could fwear by no greater, be /wears 
by himfelf, That the dead fhall hear bis voice and hive. 
We may be affured of what he /ays, and fhall - 
we not be affured of what he /wears? We have 
fometimes Gop {wearing by his 4/e; or, as he 
lives, that he hath no pleafure in the death of finners, 
Ezek. xxxiii. 11..And here we have the Sonjof 
God fwearing by himfelf, that dead finners 
Shall live. =a} . | 
- (2.), With two sHALL BE’s... Affurance is 
here given ; for, there are two //alls in the text; 
The dead su aut. hear; and they that bear SHALL 
live. Here is a twofold promife, with a two- 
fold Amen... We have not only elfewhere his 
commanding word, to found our. duty and war- 
rant; Hear, and your fouls fhall live: but here we 
have his promifing word, to found our faith, 
hope, encouragement; The dead fhall hear ; and 
they that hear fball ive. There is a neceflity ; the 
promife muft be accomplifhed upona number 


of dead finners: Other /heepI have, that are not of 
this fold, them alfo I muft bring, and they fhall hear 


my voice, John x. 16, Jmuf bring them, and they 
Jeall hear, and they /ball live. Here is more 
- folemnity 
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folemnity than in that creating word, that faid, 
Let there be ight, and there was hght: that was 
but one word, Let it be; and the effect follow- 
ed: but here there are two words ; zt /hall be, it 
fhall be: two Shall be's; they fhall hear, and they 
Shall live. Why did God fpeak but once, and 
it was done, when he made all things out of 
nothing? And why does he fpeak more than 
once when he is to makeallthingsnew? Why, 
indeed his heart is more fet upon this new- 
creation work of redemption, than upon that 
of the old creation; and his glory is more con- 
cerned in it: the glory of his power, mercy, 
and truth, and all is here concerned. In that 
“work he was an abfolute God, having nothing 
to oppofe orrefift him; but here is the concern 
of a God in Chrift, reconciling the world to 
himfelf; reconciling a rebellious world, and 
reviving a dead world: therefore it is not only 
a command, but a promife, repeated many a 
time; and here repeated twice in one text, The 
dead fhall bear, and they that hear fhall hve; and 
undoubtedly it fhall take effect: God hath /poken 
once, yea, twice have we heard this, that power be- 
longeth to the Lord; alfo unto thee, O Lord, belong- 
eth mercy, Pfal. lxii. 11, 12. It isa God of power 
that utters this word of grace and mercy.—O! 
may dead fouls here lay hold upon the double 
affurance he gives, that they /hall hear, and /hail 
live. But when may this be expected? Why, 
6thly, The fixth and /af thing I obferved in the 
“textis, the HAPPY SEASON fixed for all this work 
of his, who fays in the context, My Father worketh 
hitherto, and Iwork, ver. 17. The time is fet toan 
hour; The hour cometh, and now is, when it fhall be. 
1. To take a more general view of this. Our 
Lord here fpeaks, as it were, of a thing un- 
known and unufual; and, indeed, the new 
promulgation of the gofpel, in the New-tefta- 
ment difpenfation of it, and the fudden refur- 
rection of a dead world by it, was a new thing; 
‘and we find the world was amazed at his un- 
ufual doctrine. It is faid, Mark i. 27. They were 
“all amazed, in Jo much that they queftioned among 
themfelves, faying, What thing 1s this?’ What new 
doctrine 1s this? For with authority commandeth he 
even the unclean fpirits, and they obey him! - And, 
when Paul preached the refurrection of: the 
dead, Acts xvii. 2, 3. fome of the philofophers, 


of the Epicureans and Stoics, faid, Ae /cems to. 


‘be a fetter forth of frange gods, ver. 18. Why? Be- 
‘caufe he preached unto them ‘fefus and the refurrection. 
If it be afked here, Did not the word of God 
always give life unto men, even under the 
Old-teftament difpenfation? The anfwer may 
be this, That the doctrine of the law and pro- 
phets, fince it was deftined for the people of 
God, the office of it was ‘rather to nourifh up 
thofe that were already quickened, and made 
his people, than to recover them from death 
as a vifible church: but with reference to the 
gofpel difpenfation, there was-a different rea- 
fon for it; the Gentiles, that were not the peo- 
ple of God, but aliens from the commonwealth of 
Hrael, and quite without God, were to be made 
his people; and, in this refpect, to be brought 
from death to hfe, Eph. ii. 11, 12. But then, 

2. To take a more particular view of the time 
and feafon {poke of in the text. It relates not 
merely to the go/pel di/penfation, whereby people 
are brought to be a vifible church, and fo en- 
joy an hour of grace, ora day of falvation; but 
it relates to the glorious miniftration of the Spirit, 
accompanying the difpenfation of the word, 


> 
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2 Cor. i. 8. It is notonly an hour that he ets 
to us, faying, Now is the acccpted time of com- 
ing to Chrift; but itis an hour that Chrift /ers 
to himfelf, for his coming in the power of his 


Spirit, to quicken dead fouls, by the vital breath — 


of his word, The hour is coming, and now is, when 
the dead fhall hear the voice of the Son of Ged, &c. 

Here is a twofold hour, for the faith and 
hope of gofpel-hearers to work upon; a future 
hour, and a pre/ent hour. 

(1.) Here is a future hour, or a coming hour; 
The hour is coming : Verily, verily, I fay unto you, the 
quickening hour is coming; 1am on my way. 
O! poor foul, that hath long been looking for 

a remarkable hour of life from the dead, and a day 
of power, and thinks it is never yet come; the 
hour is fet from all-eternity; the time is fixed ; 
and he who waits to be gracious, doth patiently 
wait for it, Ya. xxx. 18. He that gave wifdom 
to the ftorks and fwallows, the turtles and the 


cranes, to know their appointed feafons, and — 


obferve the time of their coming, he well knows 
the fitteft feafon, and moft proper time for his 
coming. Chrift faid, in fome other cafes, Mine 
hour is not yet come; this fays, He hath his hour, 
for which we are to wait uponhim in the ufe 
of appointed means: he hath his calling hour, 
in which he calls his /heep, as it were, by name, and 
calls them effectually; his quickening hour, his 
Javing hour, his /ealing hour, his a/jfing hour, 
his comforting hour, his frengthening hour, his 
reformg hour, and at laft his glorifying hour, 


when he comes to receive them to himfelf, to’ 


be for ever with him. 
Our Lord many times defers many ‘of his 
gracious actions; yea, always defers them to 
the fitteft feafon; and that forthe manifeftation 
of his majefy and sovereignty; that it may appear 


to be the hour-he hath fixed, and the day he . 


himfelf hath made; This zs the day which the 
Lord hath made; we will be glad and rejoice in it, 
Pfal. cxviil. 24.— And for the manifeftation of 
his infinite power: that it may appear, This és 
the Lora’s dong, and marvellous im our eyes, Pfalm 
CXVill. 23. — Alfo he does fo'with reference unto 
us, that his quickening mercy may be the more 
wonderful, and the more-welcome to us; ‘he 
comes when he fees our power 7s gone, and there 
is none fhut up or left. He comes in a time of neéd, 
in the nick of extremity; that when he’! remem- 
bers us in our low eftate, we may fee and fay, That 
his mercy endureth for ever; Fwas broughi low, and 
he helped me.—Yea, he defers many times his 
coming to exercife his people’s graces, and ex- 
cite them to their prayers and duties. O’poor 
drooping foul, the voice of Chrift is indeed 


worth the hearing ; but what think you if he 
be wanting to hear your voice? O my dove that — 


art in the clefts of the rocks,— let me hear thy voice ; 
Sor fweet is thy voice, Song ii. 14. He defers fome- 
times your fweet and fenfible hearing’ of his 
voice, till he hear your voice: let your hearts 
then cry for his coming. ° =" | ISP eo 

And fince he fays, Verily, verily, the hour is 
coming. O wait his hour; it is a great fin to 


limit the holy One of Ifrael to your time.and. 


hour: waiting gives glory to God’s fovereign- 
ty, who comes when he pleafes. It gives God 
the glory of his power, who works when he 


© 


will: it gives him the glory of his truth and . 


faithfulnefs, knowing that all things, even 
the delaying -his coming, will work together 
for good, while we judge him faithful who 
had promifed. +! ES OY rath 
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You fee then what advantage it is to our 
faith, that our Lord Jefus here fpeaks of a fu- 
ture hour, the hour is coming. O then, let us 
wait his time, without limiting him ; and be- 
lieve that he that /hall come, will come: but he 
that believes makes not hafte. 

(2.) He fpeaks of a prefent hour; The hour is 
coming, and Now 1s, when the dead /hall hear, and 
live: And now it is the hour, fays Chrift.. This 
is a part of the voice of the Son of God to us 
juft now: and therefore, though we may not 
limit him to our time, yet when, by his own 
word, he limits himfelf, as it were, to this 
prefent hour; then we may venture to put him 
in remembrance, that he hath limited himfelf 
to a prefent hour, ‘and gives. us allowance to 
take him at hts word, and fay, Now, now, now, 
it is the hour wherein the dead fhall hear the voice 

of the Son of God, and they that hear, /ball hve. 

If any be thinking it is a long time, even fo 
many hundred years fince Chrift uttered thefe 
words, and faid, Now is the hour; and therefore, 
how fhall my faith view it with refpect to the 
prefent hour? Let it be remembered, That as 
our Lord Jefus ves for ever; {o the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever: and as he hath faid, Lo, I 
am with you always to the end of the world; {o,. as 
long as time is not {wallowed up in eternity, 
and as longas his hour-glafs of timeis running, 
and his filver trumpet of the gofpel blowing, 

“fo long you may conclude, that now is the 
hour: yea, there is not an hour of this prefent 
day, nor a momentof this prefent hour, where- 
in you may not warrantably look up to the Son 
of God, through the glafs-of this word, and 
expect a quickening word from him, and a 
hearing of his life-giving voice. And now, 
while he is juft faying, The bleffed hour that 
‘was coming, is xow come, for quickening the 
dead; it. is well, if.any dead foul here that 
knows its dead: flate: and cafe, be taking the 
advantage that the word of the Lord is giving, 
and taking him at his word, faying, AMEN; 
Lord, let this be the hour: even fo, come Lord Fefus, 
come quickly, with the living ‘and. life-giving 


word; and bleffed is he that cometh in the.name of the 


Lord. Do your hearts fay, AMEN, that this be 
the very hour and moment. of a powerful 
quickening; then we hope, that now fhall it 
be verified in deed, as well asin word, that 
the hour is now come, when the dead fhall hear the 
woice of the Son of God, and they that hear, fhall 
hive. . soley, 


_ I. The /econd general head propofed, was, 
_ ‘To make fome application of thefe particulars. 
I might apply all thefefix particulars at length, 
if time allowed; but I only offer a fhort infer- 
‘ence from each. 1eoie aa 
1. Hence fee the ideplorable cafe:of finners out, of 
Chrift, before they meet with him, and before 
he:meect with them, by his quickening word: 
they are juft lying dead in the grave of fin and 
floth; though naturally alive;: and it may. be, 
living in pleafure, yet fpiritually, dead; dead 
in fin, and dead in-law. Many fuch dead men 
are among us. OthattheSpirit of God would 
convince you that you are /urely dead! . Yea, e+ 
ven the cafe of believers is a heavy cafe, while 
they are not hearing and liftening to the voice 
of their Lord: when he is {peaking to their 
hearts they arealive; but whenever he forbears, 
and they forget his quickening word, deadnefs 
feizes them, till he {peaks again. another word 
NOL. dl, . 
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of life, or reftore their fouls, and bring them 
back again from the gates of death. 

2. Hence fee the marvellous grace of God, in 
providing a fuitable remedy for fuch difmal 
and defperate maladies, as that of fpiritual 
death, and a fentence of eternal death. The 
God that quickens the dead, and calls things that are 
not as though they were, hath manifeited this 
name of his, in providing for us a quickening 
Head, a living and life-giving Saviour. He hath 
anointed and appointed Jefus, his eternal Son, 
to give life to whom he will. He hath brought life 
and immortality to light by the gofpel; opening a 
fountain of living waters with a free procla- 
mation, Whofoever will, let him come, and take of the 


waters of life freely. .O what a fit match is Chrift 
for us! A living and life-giving Saviour for 


dead finners, in order to their being quickened 
toa life of grace here, and glory hereafter. 
But though life be provided in Chrift, the Lord 
of life, yet we have neither life, nor power, nor 
will, to come to him for life, till drawing 
power come'from on high. Therefore, _ 

3. Hence fee where we ought to go, or to 
whom we ought to /ook, for the powerful ap- 
plication of that life and falvation that is pro- 
vided in Chrift. Why, where fhould we. go, 
but to him in whom all the treafures of life, 
as well as all the treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge are laid up? To whom /hall we go, 
fays Peter; thouhaft the words of eternal life? E- 
ven thou whofe voice can make the dead tohear 
and live. Heonly isthe powerful preacher, that 
preaches to the deaf and the dead, and makes 
them both hear and live. Without this quick- 
ening. voice of the, Son of God, we will be like 
fo many dead corpfe and carcafes about a com- 
munion-table, incapable to.eat and drink fpi- 
ritually: let us look to him for a quickening 
word... I have read of the lionefs, when her 
young.are brought forth dead, that fhe roars 
over them till they revive. It is true of the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah; he roars over thefe 
that are born dead, and awakens them to life. 
O Sirs, do. you believe that he is able to fpeak 
you to life? He that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet.fball be live. All power in heaven and im 
earth 1s, givenunto him. His voice is juft a word 
of power. Therefore, 

4. Hence fee. ow we are to go to him for 
life; why, juft by Aearing bis voice with a believ- 
img ear. ‘Vhis is the method of the application, 
hear his voice: . you need not. go out of your 
feats, he is near in this wordof his; he is {peak- 
ing to you. O give hima hearing; for God 
requires you to hear him: This 1s my beloved Son, 
in whom Iam well-pleafed, bear ye him.  Liften toa 
voice within a voice; tothe voice of Chrift with- 
in the voice of the minifter. This hearing im- 
plies faith or belief;.and it is a fuitable mean 
for his quickening a dead foul. 1. Becaufe it 
is the outgoing of the foul from itfelf to what it 
hears, .2. This mean fuits the forlorn cafe of 
the dead man, that can do nothing for his own 
quickening, but juft hears what the Lord will 
{peak, and is f{peaking; and what the Lord will 
do, and is doing; .and heartily welcomes him 
to. come, and do.as be hath faid. Hear what the 
Almighty will fay and do; hear not the mini- 
fter only, but hear the Mafter: Hear, and your 
Jouls fhall live. ie Se. 
 , Hence fee, what ground there is to hope for 
a quickening word, though the difeafe be death 
“itfelf, when fuch affurance is given out of the 
Site = Be mouth 
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mouth of Jefus with a double verily, anda dou- 
ble /hall be, witha double oath and a double 
promife; Verily, verily, [fay unto you, The hour com- 
eth, and now is, when the dead fhall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and they that hear fhall hve, The 
apoftle Paul faid in another cafe, O death! where 
is thy fing? So we may fay, in the cafe of {piri- 
tual death and deadnefs, O death! where is thy 
power? Art thou able to ftand before the voice 


of the Son of God? O dead foul! art thou able» 


to refift the quickening voice of the Son of God? 
Do you know who is here f{peaking, and how 
he is fwearing and promifing, that the dead 
fhall bear and lve? Tf thou knowett that it is 
the voice of the Son of God, then, how art thou 
able to with-hold thy affent to what he is fo 
folemnly affirming? Yea, but I know not, fay 
you, that it is to me he is fpeaking. Why, 
what art thou? Art thou truly dead, and free 
among the dead, like the flain that ly in the 
grave? Then thou art the man of whom he 
fpeaks, and to whom he fays, The dead /hall hear: 
behold ! the Matter calls you, O dead man, dead 
woman, dead and hardened finner, who hath 
been long dead, and rotting, and ftinking in 
the grave; to you he is faying, Lazarus, come 
forth. O poor foul! doft thou hear the voice of 
theSonof God? Then thou fhaltlive. Nay, but 
fay you, I do not hear is voice; I only hear 
your voice. Well, but remember Iam {peaking 
‘to you in his ame: therefore, his voice is to be 
heard within ours: the minifter’s voice alone 
will be but a killing voice, a deadening voice; 
but when you will hear Chrift’s voice within it, 
it will quicken, and beget you to a new and 
living hope. And, O Sirs! Is there not a door 
of hope you fee open in his promife, The dead 
hall bear, and they that hear fhall lve. Why, fay 
you, here is fome ground of hope; and,!I think, 
I have fome hope of quickening; but lam ‘not 
quickened. Why, perhaps there is a miftake 
you are in; one may be quickened toa living 
faith, and to a lively hope, upon the ground 
of God’s word, and yet think they are not 
quickened, becaufe they want a lively feeling, 
and fenfible fruition and enjoyment: but as it 
ismatter of praile, if faith comes by hearing, though 
feeling is not yet come; and if one be begotten 
to.a lively hope, though fenfible fruition is not 
yet come: fo, in as far as faith and hope are 
quickened, fo far the heart and foul are quick- 
ened ; therefore, do not think ita {mall thing, 
but indeed a great matter, if by the affurance 
here given from the voice of the Son of God, 
that the dead fhall hear and live, you that was 
before a dead finner, andready to defpair of life, 
be fo far quickened by his word, as to be be- 
gotten to the hope of life, Why, but fay you, 
lope deferred makes the heart Jick, Prov. xiii. 12.: 
O when, when may I hope to be made alive? 
Why, i ae AE 

. 6. And laftly, See here the time fet to an’ Hour; 
Verily, verily, I fay unto you, The HOUR cometh, and 
now is, whenthe dead fhall hear the voice of the Son 
of God; and they that hear fhalllive. Here is, (:.) A 
door of hope for the future ; the hour is coming. 
(2.) A door of hope at pre/ent ; the hour is com- 
ing, and wow is: and therefore wait his coming 
hour, and take his prefent hour. 1. Wait his 
coming hour; for he fays, The hour ts coming: the 
Lord 1s a.God of judgment, and blefjed are all they that 
wait for him. If you do fo, you are fo far made 
to hear and live: the waiting foul is a living 
foul. 2. Take his prefent hour; for hefays, /t 
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now is: then take his hour; and believe it is 
come while he is {peaking to you. 

Is not the Son of God opening to you juft 
now, and to you in particular the door of faith 
and hope, while he is faying, Now, the hour is 
come when the dead fhall hear and live. What are 
you? Are you among the dead? Is that your 
name? Are youadead man, a dead woman, a 
poor dead creature, that neither men nor an- 
gels can make alive? Are you deaf as well as 
dead, fo as you cannot hear any other voice but 
a man’s voice? Is this your eafe? Is this your 
name that he is telling you of?, Then he is 
{peaking to you by name. What think you, 
is it you that he is pointing out, as it were, 
and picking out among allthis multitude? Is 
it your cafe that he is:f{peaking to? Are you 
confcious to yourfelf that the watchman hath 
found you? That the word hath found you 
out, and named you? polgstsis: “A 

Who then but the Son of God is {peaking a 
word to your cafe juft now, when the hour is 
come? O Sirs, do you hear the voice of the 
Son of God? Then part of his word is here 
accomplifhed, now is the hour when the dead 
are hearing the voiee of the Son of God. 

What! is the Son of God making you to hear, 
that it is you he is {peaking to juft now? Nei- 
ther men nor angels know what a dead {tate 
and cafe you are into, nor camrelieve you. But 
the Son of God is fpeaking here; “ Iwhoknow 


“ both the cafe'and cure, am fpeaking to you, ° 


“ man, woman. what a dead heart.is that of 
““yours? What a dead fleep is that you are in- 
* to,.that neither word nor rod hath:been able 
“ to awaken ‘you? But now, fince lam fpeak- 
“ing to your cafe, know, thatJ who /peak unto 
“thee am he; Tam the refurrection and the life:; be 
* that beheveth in me, though hewere dead, yet fhall 
he live. Iam come to give life, and to give it more 
“abundantly.” © tell me, do-yow hear his voice? 
Then they that hear fhall live. ‘Do you believe 
the hour is now.come, when :the Son: of God 
himfelf is {peaking to you,.as‘a dead finner? 
Then the hour is indeed come when the dead 
fhall hear and live: Sazd-J not unto thee, Jf thou 
qwouldft believe thou fhouldf fee the glory of God? 
Now is the hour of the day wherein we live, 
that requires his powerful U/e-giving:pre/ence ; 
now when the devils are raging, and delufions 
abounding ; now when defections are.growing, 
and damnable errors: increafing to .a‘dreadful 


pitch; now when the bottomle(s pitis opening, 


and the fun and the air are darkened with the 


{moke of the pit; now*when ‘the great guns. 


are firing from. prefles and pulpits -againft a 


little’eflay at witnefling and covenanting ‘work; ~ 


now when reproaches and ‘bitter calumnies are 


{preading, and enemies crying,Whereisyour God? 


Now, when in this. generation, itis juft.an hour 
and power of darknefs, the hour and-power of 
death, fhall we'expect areviving? That now is 
the hour wherein the dead fhall hear the voice 


of the Son of God; and now, when fo many 


dead fouls are here prefent before the Lord of 
life, the God that quickens the dead; fhall we 
think that now is the hour when the deadfhall 
hear and live? What fhall we fay?) We may e- 
ven fpeak to’God what we would fay, °¢ Z# zs 
“time for thee, O'Lord, to work; it is time-for thee 
“ to {peak to the dead and dry: bones, when 
““deathis riding in triumph: Come from the four 


““avinds, O breath; breathe upon these flain, that they. 


“may live,” that‘God may ‘be glorified in exert- 


Io MIge. 
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ing his power over death and devils, when 
matters are brought to an extremity. 

Now is the hour for aéing faith upon the word 
of life, when it is the dead hour of the night ; 
when Chrift in his caufe is crucified; when the 
grave-{tone is: laid upon his truth: it is faid, 
At midnight there was a cry, Bebold, the Bridegroom 
cometh. Itis at midnight he comes in mercy as 
well as in judgment: the midnight hour is his 

uickening hour; the God: who commanded 
light to fhine out of darknefs, commands life to 
arife out of death. Ifthe queftion be, Watchman, 
what of the night? What hours is it? Oh! is it 
not the dead hour of the night with you? Why 
then, now is the fit hour for faith and hope to 
act upon this’ great promife of life from: the 
dead. Man, woman, the Matter calls you: tho’ 
you be dead, and lying in your blood, he fays unto 
you, Live; yea, he fays unto while lying in your 
blood, Live. ‘Though you have been lying dead 
in fin all your days to this very hour, yet be- 
hold now is the accepted time, now is the 
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hour, the happy hour, on which may depend 
a happy eternity; therefore liften to the voice 
that {peaks from heaven, O earth, earth, earth! 
hear the word of the Lord; and if, in hearing with 
the outward ear, there is a ftirrin g among the 
dry bones, a fhaking, and yet no breath in 
them, Orefu/e not him that peaks Srom beaven; turn 
not away your ear, if you be not a refufer and 
rejecter of his call: the work of faith with 
power is a beginning; you cannot contribute 
a mite of help towards {piritual life in you: 
but give way to him, who can do all without 
your help; give way to him while he is yet 
{peaking to you this very hour, and this hour 
itis done. Let your heart fay, Am#n to his 
word, while he is faying with a Verily, verily, 
‘the hour cometh, and now is, when the dead Shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that ‘hear 
Shall live. 

May the almighty Speaker fay, Amrn; and 


let all. the people fay, Amen. To his namebe 
praife. 


A Part of th DISCOURSE before ferving of the TABLES. 


Y friends, public ordinances are-of two 
forts, teaching ordinances, and Jealing or- 
dinances ; the word is for teaching, the /acrament 
we have in view is for fealing: the word is for 
quickemmg, or giving lite to:the dead; the facra- 
ment is for nouri/hing, or maintaing life in the 
hving. Thefe that remain dead in fin, lying 
ftill in the grave of their natural ftate, are not 
capable to eat and drink {piritually at'the Lord’s 
table, no more than a dead corpte, fet down at 
a table, can eat or drink naturally. This facra- 
mental featt, therefore, is only defigned forthefe 
that have been made to bear ‘the voice ofthe Son 
of God, and hve: they only have life to be main- 
tained, and a capacity through grace, to be fed 
with the flefh and blood of the Son of God; 
therefore this table of the Lord’s muftbe fenc- 
ed) dc. The dead are’ to be debarred, gc. 
Thefe that are made alive by'the word to be 
invited, dc. ! GON 
Leta man examine himfelf, and fo let: him eat: ex- 
amine if you have been rai/ed to life by. the: hear- 
ing of Chriff's voice ; for this is‘ the méan by 
which dead fouls are raifed to ‘life. wae! 
“If you have been thus raifed, then the voice 
of Chrift hath been a wakening voice to you, mak- 
ing you fee your dead ftate, and fee your fin, 
and guilt, and filthinefs,and folly+:it* hath 
made you turn im, in order ‘to turn out; to turn 
in to yourfelf, and confider: your ways; and 
then turn out towards the way of the Lord: 
“IT thought upon my ways, and turned my feet to thy te/- 
Pimms OO STIOL | yeh 
~ Again, if you have been raifed to life, by 
‘hearing thevoice of Chrift, then his word hath 
‘been a heart-fearching word; it hath opened the 
~ ‘door of that fepulchre, and let you ‘fee into 
fome of the dark chambers of death, and fet 
“your fecret fins before you; you have found 
‘the word of the Lord to be quick and powerful, /barp- 
“er than a two-edged fword, piercing even to the di- 
viding ofunder of foul and fpirit, and of the joints and 
“marrow, and is a difcerner of the thoughts and intents 
“of the heart, Heb. iv. 12. °°". a ! 
~~ Again, if you have been raifed to life, by 
hearing Chrift’s voice, then this word hath 


been a heart-affecting, heart-breaking, heart-melting © 


~-word; it hath brought you to that, O5! what 


Shall I do to be faved? Alas! what have I been 
doing? How have I been provoking the wrath 
of God againft me? It hath broken your heart 
for fin, and from fin; your fin hath been fet 
before you, and made to ly heavy upon you. 
The man-child of grace is not born without 
fome-pangs and throws: 

Again, if you have been thus raifed to life; 
it hath been an enlightening word; difcoverin gs 
this to you, that though there is no help in 
yourfelf, yet God hath Jaid help upon One that is 
mighty; one that is able to fave tothe uttermoft. ‘This 
light bears up the foul. 

Again, it hath been a’ heart-opening word; 
whenever fpiritual life is begun, the heart is 
opened, the foul fees its abfolute need of a Sa- 
viour; and the willingnefs of Chrift to fave and 
receive poorfinners. A fight of Chrifthas been 
likea key, to open your hearts’to him, as the 
heart of Lydia. It hath been a heart-winning, 
and heart-gaining word ; a beart-drawing voice is 
the mean of raifing a dead foul to life, makin fea 
it to clofe with him, and follow him; His [beep 
know bis voice, and follow him : ‘they were never 
made alive, that were not made to follow him. 

Again, they. are’ madé alive by his word, 
they live by faith upon him) and cannot ‘live 
without him; and hence, there is fuch breath- 
ing of the foul towards him, fuch panting and 
longing after him, O when wilt thou come’ unto 
me?’ Hafte, my Belowed ; be thou like a roe, or a young 
hart’ upon the mountains of Bether. ence ‘alfo 
they follow the Lamb whitherfoever he goeth. 

~’' Again, the ‘voice of Chrift, {peaking in his 
word, will be moft /weet unto you; Sweeter 
than the honey, and the honey-come: why? Becaufe 


_ his word is not only the word of truth that be- 


gets his people; Of his own will begat he us with 
the'word of truth: but alfo it is'a word ‘of life; 
and{o nouri/hing them up to everlafting life: there- 
fore, ‘as new! born babes, they defire the fincere milk 


Of the word, that they may grow thereby. It-igs the 


food they live upon ;‘ for, Men live not by bread a- 


"lone, but by every word that procecdcth out of the mouth 


of God: they embrace the promifes, hugging 
them, as it were, in their arms, as being their 
treafure of fecurities for heaven and eternal life 


in Chrift, Jn whom all the promifes are Yea‘and Amen. 


Where 
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Where the foul is made alive, by the voice 
of Chrift, the word lives a famp and impre/s of 
itfelf; the foul is caft into the mould of the 
word, Rom. vi.17. It is a voice that hath an 
abidingeflicacy ; the foul, that is made alive by 
the word of Chrift, never dies,again. He may 
fall into a dead frame, and think himfelf in a 
dead ftate again, but, as the word of the Lord en- 
dureth for ever, fo the effect of it remains for 


ever: they can never altogether forget it; Jwall’ 


never forget thy precepts, for by them thou haf? quick- 
ened me. The quickened foul can never forget 
the word of grace, or promife that quickened 
him: he may lofe the {weet and fenfible relifh 
of it; but while he is in his wits, he can ne- 
ver quite lofe a dark rememberance of it. 

Is there any foul here complaining, and fen- 
fible of deadne/s, and ready to exclude itfelf, be- 
caufe dead? This you ought not to do; for, 

‘ there is fome life, where there is fome fenfe of 
deadnefs: and they that are wholly dead, have 
no fenfe of it at all. 

It may be fome here have have known the 
time when their fouls were quickened by the word 
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of Chrift; but now that livelinefs is quite gone. 
O believer, why fay you it is gone, when this 
moment you have a living rememberance of 
it? Do you not remember how he met with you 
in Bethel, and there he fpake with you? What a 
quickening vifit he gave, in fuch and fuch a 
place, with fuch and fuch a word? Perhaps I 
no fooner mention this, than you: havea quick 
and lively rememberance of it: why then, thou 
art not quite dead ; The God of Bethel liveth: and 
becaufe he lives, you fhall live.. O! come and 
get your life recovered, and nourifhed at his 
table. 

What though you have no life, nor liveli- 
nefs at prefent; yet, are you content that you 
have life in your glorious Head; that your life 
is hid with Chrift in God; that your whole 
ftock is in his hand, and not ‘in yours ;. and 
that you have his promife, his word, his bond, 
though you havenothing? OSirs, come, come; 
for the Lord’s fake, come; your life is fecure e- 
nough: a lively faith in his word, is better than 
a lively frame in your heart. 


The DISCOURSE at the ferving of the Fit TABLE. 


T OW, my friends, as the word of life hath 
been fet forth to you as a word to be 
heard believingly; fo the fame word is nowyfet 
before you to be handled and tafted /acramental- 
ly: our eyes may look upon, and our hands may handle, 
the: word of life,. while Fe/us Chrift is evidently fet 
forth crucified among us. \n his death we have a 
fountain of lite opened to us: here 1s the word 
of life, the bread of hfe, the water of life; and, may 
we not add, the Spirit of life, we hope, is here? 
And under his influence, and, according to his 
warrant, we are to adminifter to you the fym- 
bols. of his broken body and fhed blood. 

Our bleffed Lord Fefus Chrift, in the fame mght in 
which he was betrayed, took break, and having ble/- 
fed it, &c.. You that have heard the voice of 
the Son of God to the quickening of your dead 
fouls, the fame bread of life that you had in 
the-promife, you have now among your hands, 
ina pledge for the confirming of your faith, and 
for the nourifhing of your life: while you take 
the bread in the hand of your body, and eat 
it with your mouth; take the word in hand of 
faith, and hid it-in your heart. 

After the fame. manner alfo he took the cup, when 
he had fupped, faying, This cup is the New Teftament 
in my blood, &c. Let faith now drink, and drink 
abundantly of the blood of the covenant; and 
it is. a covenant whereof one great promife is, 
That the dead fhall hear and hve. This, among 
the reft, is a promife fealed withthe blood of 
Chrift: and there are two things in it that re- 
late to dead finners. 1. A bleffled hearing; 2.A 
-bleffed living: The dead {hall hear, and they that 
hear fhall live, r peti 

The blefled hearimg, is a hearing the voice of 
.the Son of God: this voice is not a pafling found, 
but:a perpetual word; The word of the Lord en- 
sdureth for ever: as it lafts for ever in the fruit 
-and effect of it; fo,you may be ever hearing 
_and rejoicing in the faith of his word, faying, 
Lhe Lord hath fpoken in his holinefs, I will rejoice: 

thy word was found of me, and I did eat it, and it 
was to me the joy and rejoicing of my beart. His 
voice raifes the dead; and therefore whenever 
you find deadnefs coming upon. you, remem- 


ber his word, and it will reftore your foul. 
Remember how he fpake to you while he was yet in 
Galilee ; when you was under the fig-tree, he Jaw. 
you, and fpake with you by his word and Spi- 
rit: and though he will fee, you again, and 
{peak with you again; yet, even in the inter- 
val of his vifit, his word may be your,continu- 
al comfort, fupport, and cordial... 

Again, the bleffed ving here promifed ; They 
that bear fhall live. You are not-to underftand 
by it a lively paffing frame at a time, nora 
quickening gale,-that is foon over and gone: 
this /ife or ving imports infinitely more; it im- 
ports everlafting union with the living Head ; 
it imports everlatting rig hteou/ne/s that you have 
in him, for your having.a life of juftification ; 
everlafting frength you have in him, fora life of 
fanctification ; everlafting fulne/s that you have 
in him, for fupplying all your. needs, according 
to his-riches in glory, until you,come to the full 
enjoyment of himfelf in glory. This is the blef- 
fed living, for time and eternity, imported in 
the promife, They that hear fhall live. They that 
have a little intereft in this world are faid ‘to 
have a ving; but, O believer, that is not wor- 
thy to be named, in one day, with this blefled 
living you have in Chrift and. in the promife. 

But, for the confirmation of your faith, as- 
there are two things here promifed in behalf 
of the dead, The dead {hall hear, and they that hear. 

Jball live; fo, befides the confideration. of the 
Speaker and Promifer here, who is the Son of 
God, equal with the Father, fo as you may. be 
fully perfuaded, that what he hath promufed 

he is able to perform ;.the manner in which 
he {peaks is fuch, that you have three pair of 
ftrong pillars to build your faith and hope up- 
on, two Verilys, two. Hours, and two Shall be's; 
for there is not a fyllable in that text fpoken 

in vain. , 

1. The firft pair of pillars to build your faith 
upon, is two VERILIES; Verily, verily, i fay unto 
you. Thefe two you have to fecure you in the 
bleffed. hearing and the blefled living here pro- 
mifed to you. One verily had» been too much 
condefcenfion, for confirming this word, whofe 


bares 
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bare word is enough to warrant your faith; 
but, for more fecurity he folemnly fwears 
what he fays; Verily, verily, I fay unto you. 

2, Another pair of pillars, is Two HouRs 
{poke of, for fixing the time wherein you may 
expect thefe bleffings, namely, a coming hour, 
and a prefent hour; The hour is coming, and now is. 
There is no word of a paft hour: whatever 
bleflings you have got out of his hand, and 


_ whatever experience you have of his goodnefs, 


that is nothing to-what is a-coming; and you 
are to forget the/e things that are behind, and reach 
forward to thefe things that are before, preffing for- 
ward to the mark for the prize of the high calling of 


_ God in Chrift Fefus. But the coming hour lays a 


foundation for a waiting faith; and the pre/ent 

hour, a foundation for a taking faith. — 
What better ground can you have for a 

waiting faith than this, that Chrift fays, The hour 


_ ts commg? Though deadnefs of heart and frame 


_ a-coming 


fhould again feize you; The hour is coming, 
when the dead fhall again hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and hve. More and more of this bleffed 


_hearing and living is to be expected, as long 


as his word lafts, and as long as he himfelf 
liveth ; and behold his word endureth for ever, 
and he lives for ever and ever: therefore, wait 
his hour; and expect always more and more 
from him that fays, The hour is com- 

Tei 
Raat what better ground have you for a 
taking faith, or a prefent applying faith, than 
his faying, the hour is not only coming, but 
that now it is; now when he is fpeaking to 
ou, and now when you are fitting at his ta- 
le. Now is the hour, the prefent hour for 


taking what he is giving; take his word for 


it, though death and deadnefs be in the way, 


_ and himfelf; an 


, 


ES. 


you are for ape 


that the dead fhall hear his voice. Is it a prefent 
hour of deadnefs and darknefs with you? Why, 
but he is faying, The hour is come, when the dead 


Jball hear : take his word, by hearing his voice, 
and believing his word; Hear, and your fouls fhall 


live. Is it his prefent hour of giving you his 
word? Then it fhould be your prefent hour of 
taking his word. The communicating hour 
is his giving hour, and ‘your taking hour: 
you have been taking the fign; and, I hope, 

g the thing fignified, his word 
d the hfe and living that he 
gives. As long ashe is faying, the hour is now 
come, you have the warrant forthe prefent act- 


ing of faith. Now, is the accepted time: and as 


long as Chrift is faying, Now zs the hour; there 
is room for prefent faith, prefent receiving, 


_ prefent application to the throne for prefent 


ase Se 
“3. Another pair of pillars to build upon is, 


SHALLS, OF SHALL BE’s in the text; The 
LL hear, and they that hear, su aw live. 
lad given you but a may be, faith might 
the day of bis wrath. Tt may be God 
to the remnant of Fofeph. Wis may 
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as when he fays, It may be you 
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beis a foundation for faith ; but when he fays, 
It /ball be, and doubles it, there is no room. 
for doubting. 

_ The two /halls here feem to relate to two 
hves, or two parts of life, The dead hall hear : 
there is one life, namely, life to hear; for the 
dead cannot hear till they get life: fo that it 
is a promife of the Spirit of life, putting life 
into the dead foul, that it may hear the voice 
of the Son of God. Again, They that hear hall 
hve: there is another life: namely, life to live; 
life to live a fpiritual life, and an eternal life, 
Though life be given you, you cannot live, 
unlefs the fame power maintain life, that at 
firft infufed it. Here then, is hearing life, and 
hug life promifed; life to hear, ahd life to 
live: and therefore there is a /hall be for each 
of them; The dead fhall hear, and they that hear, 
Shall hive. 

And, O believer, how great is the goodnefs 
of God to you, that under thefe /hall be’s, in 
the text, are comprehended all the fweet /hail 
be's in the covenant of promife, that you ftand 
in need of !— You have a double /baill be for 
your provifion and /upportin the wildernefs; Bread 
Shall be given thee, and thy water fall be fure. — 
You have a hall be for your protection in dan- 
gerous times; The place of your defence hall be the 
munition of rocks. —You fhall have a /hall be for the 
Spirit to quicken you from time to time, in the 
way of duty, and in cafe of decays and deadnefs; 
The water [will give you, fhall be in you a well of 
water, /pringing up to everlafting life.—You have 
a fhall be for a cordial to you when you pafs 
through the valley of the fhadow of death, 
That death fhall be fwallowed up in vittory.— You 
have a /hall be for your happy welcomeat the 
day of judgment; They fhall be mine in the day 
wwhen I make up my jewels.— And a hall be for a 
happy eternity ; for the word fays, So /hall we 
be ever with the Lord, Here is food for the 
prefent, and food for the time tocome. Here 
1s good feeding for you in evil days, in days — 
of error, corruption, defection, reproaches, 
blafphemy, fnares, temptations, and delufi- 
ons, and threatened defolations. 
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when they want the feeling of life, or liveli- bodies into dead fits, and dread-like diftorti- 
nefs: they live nobly who have evena feeling ons and diforders: whofe voice can this be? 
of death in themfelves, and yet a faith of lite Oh! how. awful is. thé delufion of the day! 
in Chritt; We had the Jentence of death in ourfelves, that work,cried up for a work of the Spirit of 
that we fbould not truf? inourfelves, butinGod which God, that inflead of quickening, hath a. killing 
raifeth the dead, 2 Cor. i..9. Many never think influence upon bodies and fouls both! 
they live, unlefs they have .fenfible joys and How delufive is the work that dafhes people 
comforts: but if that were all their life that down into dead fits, and then raifes them with 
they have, what.a little fhort, tranfient, paff- raptures, and yet leaves them as they were be- 
ing life is it? But they that live by faith, they fore, if not worfe, enemies to God, and to the 
live upon the fulnefs. of grace and life they work of God, the moit glorious work of re- 
have in Chrift, and-upon his word that endureth formation that ever God wrought for this land, 
jor ever. They live more upon what they hear, and carried.on by folemn covenanting! The 
than what they feel; yea, moft upon what quickening voice of the Son of God never, 
they hear: for, as faith comes by hearing, and tended to deftroy the life of bodies, nor to de- 
hearing, by the word of God; fo faith lives by ftroy the concern of fouls about his declara- 
hearing the voice of the Son of God; and there- tive glory, and about confeiling him and his 
fore it lives in the fight of death, and in fpite caufe. .; ... Iiniiied AaGelma mee 
of death: For the dead fhall hear the voice of the The gofpel of the grace: of God it cannot 
Son of God, and live. ‘Therefore, when the fha- be, (whatever legal thunders may do) that 
dows of death furround you, the fhorteft cut tends to deftroy the life.of the body, and alfo 
to a new reviving, is to hear the voice of Chrift, to kill the life of the: foul, by deitroying all 
and. to liften to what he fays,, That the dead fhall foul-concern about public,reformation,. and 
hear, and live. Look not: into yourfelves, or the declarative glory of, God, and to turn peo- 
your own heart, or frame, to feck for lifethere; ple defperate enemies to the prefent covenant 
that is but a feeking the living among the dead; ed work, and witnefling work, againft the too 
it is to feek life in the houfe of death: but lift- palpable defections of the day... ... 
en believingly to the voice of Chrift, who fays, ..O feek, my friends, .to.be delivered from 
“Tam the refurrection and the-life; he that believethin the ftrange delufions,, the Arange.deities, the 
me, though be were dead, yet fhall he live. Hecan flrange gods of the time wherein you live. 
fpeak you to life ina moment: therefore, ftill Befides, the eyident. errors, of the time, fome 
remember who he.is that fpeaketh to.you that profefs to:.be contending, againit errors, 
from heaven; that he is the Son. of God, who which is ete hike cont welt does ee are 
hath all the grace of God, the fulnefs of God, plunged over, head and. ears, in the gulf of 
the wifdom of God, the power of God, and the new imaginary \dodtrines of their own, .parti- 
life of God. This hearing of him,.as.theSon ularly, thatftrange doctrine of imaginary ideas 
of God, and the Sent of God, to give lifetothe of Chri/t as man....O, beware,. beware, of an ima- 
dead, is God’s mean and ordinance for quick; ginary, idea of Chrift_as man, and of reckon- 
ening the dead: the hope.of life is begotten ing this, to be knowledge. or faith! For, that 
in a moment this way; ,and,.I hope, fome are ‘h 
conf{cious this day that it is fo. ~ as 
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of theSpirit, and happy feafons wherein Chrift 
utters his almighty voice in the word.. When 
fuch a feafon cometh, it is an hour that is ever 
to be remembred; itopens up fecrets that were 
in God’s bofom from eternity, and brings to 
light the cabinet councils, of peel Knowing, 
brethren beloved, your election of God; for our gojpel 
came not to you inword only, but alfo in power, and im 
the Holy Ghoft, 1. Theff. 1. 4, 5. This is the hour 
of {piritual refurrection; a greater and a more 
glorious refurrection than that of your bodies 
at the laft day; even as much greater as the 
value of the foul is above that of the body ; 
and becaufe the bleffednefs of your bodily re- 
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furrection depends upon this fpiritual refurrec- 
tion by the voice of Chrift: and terrible will the 
voice of Chrift be at the refurrection of your 
bodies, unlefs you firft hear this vital voice of 
Chrift quickening you to a fpiritual life. There- 
fore, O cry to God, that the gofpel hour may 
not pats over without a quickening power 
coming along with the word, making it fink 
deep into your heart, as well as found in your 
ear. If a heart-concern of this fort were creat- 
ed in you, it would argue fome beginnings of 
hfe from the dead, and fome hope in Irael concern- 
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facramental fupper is covered openly 
with vifible elements of breadand wine; 
yet by thefe are reprefented fuch hidden my- 
fteries, and fpiritual provifion, as none are cap- 
able of apprehending, or feeding upon, ‘but 
thofe who have a hidden and fpiritual life, and 
whoare pointed out inthis text; and, asit were, 
fingled out from all the reft of the con gregati- 
on, foas it can be faid to them, You, man, wo- 
man; you that have a right to fit ow at this 
table of the Lord, you that can feed upon this 
hidden manna, -you have, through grace, got 
a life that bears fome {uitablenefs ‘to, and that 
can-only be maintained by,fuch hidden food 
and provifion; Your life is bid with Chrij} in’God. 
The text, then, may fodn be feen to be fuitable 
to the: work of the day; andit ‘beats alfoa great 
fibnefs and relation to the’ fubjeé treated on 
laft occafion of this fort hére. ~The text’ fpoke 
to the dead, or of them, faying, The hour cometh, 
and now is, when the dead hall hear the voice of the 
Son’ of God, and they that hear jpall hve, Johny. 25. 
This text {peaks of the huimg ; “yea, and parti- 
cularly to them ; and defcribes the life they are 
brought unto by the quickening voice of the 
Son ‘of God: Your life is hid with Chrift in God. 
**] have, in providence, “been led to preach, 
for fome Sabbath-days bygone, upon the pre- 
ceding: context, from ‘the beginning of ‘this 
‘chapter ; where, verfes firft and fecond; the a- 
pottle exhorts believers'to feek and mind thofe 
things:which aréabove: and alfo I have infift- 
ed, for fome days bygone, upon the firft branch 
of ehixs verfe, For ye'aredead= where have taken 
occafion to charaéterize the believer, by‘his be- 
ing “dead to the world, dead to fin, deat to felf, 
and-to the /awy as a covenant; and now this 
part of the véife remains to ‘be treated, Your 
life is bid with Chrift in God. * 
The verfe contains fome of edie motives and 
arguments, by which the apoftle prefies ‘the 
preceding exhortation: and the: motives here 
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3. Your I ie 1s bid with Chrift in God. 


are fach as thew, That the Chriftian’s life is 
compofed of divine paradoxes; they can do no- 
thing, and yet they can do all things; they are 
dead, and yet ahve. 

In the words we have two things obfervable; 
an ‘account of the believer’s death and his life. 

“Tf, Here is the Chriftian’s peatH; Yeare 
dead. 1. Not dead im fin; for fo they were by 
nature; and fo are all that remain in a ftate of 
nature. 2: Not. dead for fin; our Lord Jefus 
Chrift had. the fole honour of that undertak: 
ing. But, 3. Dead zo fin; and every thing in 
the world that i is an occafion to fin, Rom. vi. 11. 

adly, The Chriftian’s Lire; Your hfeas bid | 
with Chrift in God. This is not a natural life; 
for this we have, and Chrift came to reftore 
what man had loft: it is not a‘carnal or finful 
life; for thus we are alive without Chrift; but 
itis a fpiritual and Supernatural: hfe; a hfe hid 
with Chrift im God... 

Here are fome precious properties of the be- 
liever’s life; it is bid, it is hid with Chri, and 
it'is hid with Chrift 7 God. And more particu- 
larly, we may obferve here a treafure, a trea- 
ee and a treafury. 

A treafure, and that is LIFE; a hidden 
eatnie to the believer, to whom Chrift came 
to reftore it: and it is a hidden treafure both 
in refpect of fecrecy, that it cannot be feen; and 
in refpect of /afety, that it cannot be loft. © 
2. A treafurer, with whom it is hid; it is hid 
with CurisT; itis in his hand; he is the dif- 
penfer of it; fot, i in bim are bid ail the tr cajures of 
wifdom and knowledge. It is hid with Chritt. 

3. The treafury, or treafure-houfe, in which it 
is hid‘with Chrift; why it is hid with Chrift 
in Gop. 

‘From this comprehenfive 1 view of the words, 
the doétrinal propofition that natively offers 
itfelf from them, is the following. 


Osserv. That the. behever’s hfe is clo ofely hid, 
aad it ifely laid ap with Chrift in God. 


72 This fermon was preached jnunediaiate béfore the adminifteation of the feeanitak of the Lord’ s {upper,. at Dunfermline, Aigo 
at. v4 5. _Aogether with the Discourses before the Tables, and at the fervice ‘of the firft Table, and at the conclufion of es ayes 


nh 


tayewad 


t¢ iteapeor: : 


ae 


_ 


242 THE BEST (SEGURTT Y 4 


In {peaking to this obfervation we fhall ef- 
fay, through divine affiftance, to do the fol- 
lowing things. 


I, Speak a little of the ¢trea/ure itfelf, the be- 
liever’s life. 

Il. Speak of its being Aid; and f{hew in what 
refpect it is fo. 

Il. Shew with whom it is hid; and what is 
imported in its being hid with Chri. 

IV. Where it is hid, namely, in Gop; and 
what that imports. ‘Ag 

V. Make application of the whole fubject. 


I. We are to fpeak a little of the believer's 
LIFE. As heis a believer in Chirift, all the life 
he has, is in Chrift; and his life is Chri? in him, 
who fays, Becaufe I ive ye fhall live alfo: and, in 
the verfe following our text, Chrift is called 
the believer’s life. And this life the believer 
has in Chrift may be reduced to thefe three 
kinds, namely, the life of righteou/ne/s, the life 
of grace, and the life of ghry. 

1. The lifeof righteou/ne/s; or ju/tification, where- 
by all his fins are pardoned, and he accepted as 
righteous in God’s fight, through the imputa- 
tion of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, Rom. ili. 22. 
By this means all his long-tailed account, that 
he owed to the law and juftice of God, where 
original fin was written down imprimis, and 
then all the ztems of actual tranfgreffions, are 
fairly cancelled and blotted out of the book of 
God’s rememberance, with a thus faith the Lord 
God, I, even 1 am be that blotteth out thy tranfgrefions 

Jor mine own fake, and will not remember thy fins, 
Ifa. xliii. 25. By this life the curfe of the law 
is abrogated, and the fentence of condemnation 
reverfed; fo as there is uo condemnation to them 
that are im Chrift Fefus, Rom. viii. 1.; and fo as 
the believer may fay triumphantly, without 
fear of death, hell, or wrath, Who /bail lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that ju- 
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ly it is well wrought, when the workman is ~ 
God himfelf, who never put his hand to an 
ignoble work: We are his workman/hip created in 
Chrift Fefus unto good works, Eph. ii. 10. This isa 
life of which Chrift is the food, the medicine, 
the pattern, the author, the preferver, and the 
perfecter. By this we are partakers of the di- 
vine nature; by this we glorify God, and are 
ufeful and ferviceable in the world; and it is” 
the fweet beginning of heaven: and that is, 

3. The life of glory, of which the follow- 


ing verfe {peaks ; When Chrift, who is our life fhall - 


appear, ye [hall alfo appear with him in glory. "The 
life of grace is the fame fpecifically with the 
life of glory; though the gradual difference is. 
as great as between the life of a child in the 
womb, and the life of a man come to the full 
exercife of fenfe, reafon, and judgment. How- 
ever, grace is the feed of glory, and is called 
glory ; Beholding as in a glafs the glory of the Lord, 
we are changed into the fame image, Jrom glory to 


the faith of glory, the hope of glory, the Spirit 
of glory, and fometimes joy ‘aebeghable and full 
of glory, when he has joy and peace in believing. 
He that beheveth hath everlafting life and glory. He 
hath it in the promife of it; he hath it in the 
title to it; and he hath it in the feed and root, 
which will {pring up to glory; for, he hath 
the Spirit m him, as a well of water pringing up to 
everlafing life. This life Chrift prepares for 
them, and prepares them for it.—'Thefe three 
comprehend the kinds of the believer's life, 
But then, =| er. 


I. The /econd thing propofed was, To fpeak 
of this property of the believer’s life, that itis - 
HID; Your fe zs hid. It is hid both in point of 
fecrecy and in_point of fafety. ..... .. =s8:) 

if, In refpect of /ecrecy, it is wholly hid from 
the world ; and partly hid from believers them- 
felves. ca hulleuie: Pickotc eau eee ee 

1. It is whelly bid from the. world from the 
wicked and unregenerate world this life is al- 
together hid. -The author of this life is hid, 
Jefus Chrift; for, the god of this world hath blind- 
ed the minds of them that believe -not, that they 
cannot fee him. In all ages he has been hid; 
Aid from ages and generations. Few under the Old 
Teftament beheld him in the types and facri-_ 
fices ofold. The Jews,undertheNewTeftament, © 
who faw him in the flefh, yet in feeing they 


‘glory, 2 Cor. iii. 18. - Every believer in Chrift Be tdeee 
has, according to the meafure of faith and — 
hope, the beginnings and firft fruits of glory; — 
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Surgent indoéti, ‘et rapient celum. Many learned 
wits, with all their learning, will drop into 
Hell; when others take heaven by violence. 
But as the word, fo the Spirit isa hidden Spirit; 
hence compared to the wind, none knoweth whence 
it cometh, or whither it goeth; fois every one that rs 
born of the Spirit. It puzzles the learned to tell 
what the wind is; and how much more hid 
are the operations of the Spirit!—Again, the 
aétings of this life are hid. ‘O! what hidden 
things are the pangs of the new birth, the 
work of conviction, the way how fin is a bur- 
den, the way how the foul receives Chrift, and 
refts upon him, the inward longings and defires 
of the foul after Chrift, the heart-embracings 
of the promife, and the out-pourings of. the 
heart “before the Lord, under the out-pourings 
of the Spirit upon the foul! A perfon may be 
fitting at your fide, and you know not what a 
fweet work is upon his foul ; it is like the white 
ftone and the new name, that no man knows 
but he that receives it.— Again, the privileges 
_ of this life are hidden privileges; the /ea/of the 

_ Spirit is a hidden privilege, when after they be- 
heve they are fealed with the holy Spirit of promife ; 
the pardon of fin is a hidden privilege, intimati- 
ons thereof are fecret; ‘peace wth God, and com- 
minion with God, ‘are hidden privileges. —In a 
-word, the tomforts of this life are hidden ; 
Rrangers intermeddle not with thefe joys. 

‘2. It is partly hidden from believers themfelves. 
Their life is hidden from themfelves.—Some- 
times, through ‘the remainders of fin in them ; 
the {park of grace is fo covered with the afhes 
of corruption, as to be hid from their fight. — 
_ Sometimes, through the» temptations of Satan, 

when he fifts them as he did Peter; ‘when the 
wheat is fifted, the chaff is uppermoft, and the 
wheat is hid.—Sometimes,; through the preffures 
of ‘afiidtiony and. winter-ftorms; then their life 
‘may be hid from them,' as the life of the tree 
isvhid in the root, during winter.— And fome- 
times; through de/ertion, their:life and-com fort 
‘is hidden; when God hides his face, they are-trou- 
‘bled; they may walk in darknéfs and have no light, 

Ifa. 1.10. Their life of righteoufnefoand grace both 
‘may be hid under the dark clouds of unbelief, 
doubts, and fears. And.as totheir life of glory, 
this more efpecially is hid from them in tmme; 
for, though they are now the foris of God, yet it does 
mot appear what they fhall be, ¥ John ita. 6 

> adly, The believer’s life‘is hid in refpect of 
Safety; it is hid fo as it cannot beloftss Though 
they may lofe fight of their life fometimes ; yet 
their life cannot be loft: it is well hid ‘and fe- 
«ured, as you fee, John x. 28, 29, 30. 7 give unto 
them eternal life,. and they fhall never peri/>, ‘neither 
Shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father 
which gave them me is greater than all, ‘and none 1s 
‘able to pluck them out of my Father's band. I and my 
Father are one.° And what'can encourage a poor 
foul in troublous times! more than ‘this, that 
he has a life that cannot be lott, a treafure that 
cannot be ftolen, a better part that-cannot be 
taken from’him.” Well, but how is‘ this life 
fecured, where is it hid and kept in fafety? It 
is hid with Chrift im God. This leads me then, 


ofl. To the third head, With wuom it is hid: 
j@is hid with Curistr; and that in many re- 
fpects, which I only mention, and leave it to 
faith and fpiritual underftanding ‘to! enlarge 
u fie mir aah @} ; > e 6 bs ahs" 3 

sy! isthe believer's life is fafely hid with Chrift 
7 You. I, 
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in refpect of indiffolvable union. ‘There is a clofe, 
fpiritual marriage-union between Chrift and 
the believer: Chrift is in the believer by his 
Spirit ; whence itis faid, Chrift in you the hope of 
glory;:and he thatis joied to the Lord is one Spirit. 
The-believer is in:Chrift by faith; hence Chrift 
is faid to dwellin their hearts by faith. This union 
can never be diffolved; for he:has faid, 7 ceil 
betrothe thee unto me for ever. ‘This union with 
Chrift fecures the’ believer’s life in Chrift; for 
it flows froma twofold gift of God, namely, 
his giving them to Chrift from eternity, and 
his giving Chrift to them in time. God’s giv- 
ing them to Chrift in the covenant tranfaction 
before time, John xvii. 6. This is. the ground 
of their federal union with him. And then his 
giving Chrift to them in the difpenfation of 
that covenant of grace in time, and making 
them to receive him, John vi. 44, 45. This is 
the ground of their adtual union with him. And 
fromm this everlafting union flowsan everlafting 
vital influence from this glorious Head. For, 
2. Their life is hid with Chrift in refpect of 
Safe cuftody, he having the believer's life a keep- 
ing.» The Father has made him the keeper of 
their ftock, their ftore, their life; for, the Father 
loveth the Son, and hath given all things mio bis 
hand; and particularly has intrufted him with 
them and their life; Thine they were, and thou 
gaveft.them me; as thou haf given him power over 
all fle/b, that he fhould give eternal life to as many as 
thou baft given him, John xvii. 2, 6. The believer 
alfo makes him the keeper of his life, faying, 
as itis,.2 Tim. it. 12. LT know whom I have behev- 
ed; and’ Iam perfuaded that be is able to keep that 
which Ihave comuutted to him againf? that day. ‘The 
believer commiits his life, and every thing:re- 
Jatedeto it, unto.Chritt, and Ghrift reckons him- 
felf obliged to’ keep it for him, as being both 
the Father’s truitee and his.) 1: 
ju: Their lifeis ‘hid with Chrift in refpect of 
federal fecurity; whereby this life is well-fecured 
to them in Chrift, as the Head of the new co- 
venant: — Their life is hid with:Chrilt; that 1s, 
with his fini/hed work, whereby he hath fulfilled 
all rig hteoufne/s, and fo fulfilled the condition of 
the covenant, and thereby fecured their eternal 
life. Their life of faith and hope here by the 
way isshid with Chritt; that is, with and in ~ 
his death, refurrection, and exaltation; for, by bin, 
we believe in God, who rarfed bim from the dead, and 
gave bin glory; that our faith and hope might be 
in God, 1 Pet. i. 21. — Their life is hid with him 
in his victory over fin, death, and the devil; for 
therein their life of triumph and. victory for 
evermore is hid; Thanks be to God, that giveth us 
‘the vittory through :Fefus Chrift our Lord.—In a 
word, their life is hid with Chrift in his 4; 
becaufe-he' liveth, they fhall live alfo. Here their 
lifeis abfolutely fafe and fecure: their life be- 
‘ing hid with Chrit fays, that their life is as fure 
and fafe as the life of Chrit, that has fucceeded 
to his:death. «We ufe to fay, Such a thing is 
as furé as death; meaning death to come: but 
the believer’s life is-as furevas death paft and 
over; even asfure, as it is fure that Ghriftwas 
dead and is alive; and lives for evermore, baving the 
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4. Their lifé is hid with Chrift in refpect of 
his mediatorial ation and relation to them parti- 
culerlscotiod 3d live yer goi:hs & es to mse 

(a) Their life is hid with him as the Lord of 
their life, the Lond-treafurer, the Lord-difpenfer, 
who-came to give life, and togwet morealosdannlts 
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and who begins their fpiritual life, by giving 
them the Spirit of life, whereby they are born 
again, and born to am inheritance incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away, referved in heaven 


for them. The Spirit is the earneft of the inberitance. . 


(2.) Their life is hid with Chrift as the pur- 
chafer of it. He is the meritorious caufe of it; 
he has paid for it with the price of his own 
blood; They are not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as filver and gold, but with the precious blood of Chrift, 
as ofa Lamb, without blemi/h and without fpot. 

(3.) TheirJife is hid with Chrift, as the root, 
where the fap is hid, in the winter time; hence, 
fays Chrift, 7 am the vine, ye are the branches, 
John xv. 1. Breet 
_ (4) Their life is hid with Chrift, as he is 
their repre/entative. He is gone to glory, and 
has taken poffeflion of thefe manfions of glory 
for them, and in their room and ftead, John 
xiv. 23.; and there they fit together m heavenly 
places, Eph. ii. 6.: hence they drop the anchor 
of their faith within the vail, whither the Fore- 
runner is for us entered, Heb. vi. 12. Thus their 
life is hid with Chrift. 

In ‘a word, our life is hid with him, as he 
is the Prince of hfe, with power and authority 
commanding life to the dead foul; as he is the 
tree of life, quickening all that take and eat; as 
he is the bread of hfe, enlivening and reviving 
all that feed upon him; be that eateth this bread 
frail live for ever; and their life ishid with him, 
“as he is the refurreciion and the life, John xi. 25. 
Lam the refurrection and the fe, he. that beheveth m 
me, though he were dead, yet fball he ive; and as 
he is the God that quickens the dead. Hence, 


IV. The fourth thing was to obferve, That this 
life is hid with Chri? 1x Gop. There.is!-cer- 
tainly fome’depth here, that we have not’ yét 
looked into, eventhe fountain-head where this 
life is hid: it is hid with whom? With Chritt; 
in whom? In God;- with Chrift in God: fo that 
_ both Chriftand the believer are hid together in 
God. 
here: though there be more thanmen orangels 
can tell, yet we may dip a little into it, as far as 
we have fcripture-ground to fet our feet upon, 
thatwefink not out of fight into thedepth.- And, 

1. A life hid with Chrift in God, is a life of 
fuch acteptance with God, as belongs to Chritt 
himfelf; He bath made us accepted in the Beloved, 
Eph-i. 6. Chrift, having finithed the work the 
Father gave him to do, was juftified in the Spi- 
rit, and accepted of God the Father: Therefore 
doth ‘iy Father love me, becaufe I lay down my life 
that might take it again: this commandment have I 
recerved of my Father, John x. 17, 18. Chrift being 
accepted of God, believers are accepted in him, 
and ‘favoured in him; their life isa life of fa- 
vour with God, upon the ground of thefavour 
he béars to Chrift. They that are without God 
in the world, ate without hope, without mercy, 
without the favour of God, being out of God; 
but to ‘be in God, is to be in favour with him 
through Chrift, or accepted and favoured in 
Chrift; and thus the believer lives in the love 
of God, and is filled with the fulnefs of God. 
_ 2. Alife hid with Chrift in God, is a life of 
fuch ‘union to God, as Chrift the Mediator lives, 
who is One with ‘him. This wonderful life is 
fpoken of asathing that will be better known 
in the other world than it-is now; At that day 
ye hall know that0I am inmy Father, and you in me, 
and Iin you, John xiv. 20.; and it is a branch 
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May God open our eyes to fee. what is- 


at 


of the Mediator’s prayer, John xvii. 21. That 
they all may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they alfo may be one in us; and, ver. 22. 
That they may be one, even as we are one. » Here is 
an ocean too deep for you and me to dive into 
in time: O! may we {wim in it to eternity. 

- 3. A life hid with Chrift in God, is a life of 
fuch dependence upon God, as Chrift the Media- 
tor hath upon him. The divinity hides the 
humanity of Chrift; the divine nature hides, 
fupports, and maintains the human nature. 
CHRIST, as man, is indeed perfonally, (by fuch 
a hypoftatical union as is, peculiar,) hid in 


Chri as Gop ; yet Chrift, as Mediator, and Head . 


of the new covenant, is fuftained and upheld 
of God in his mediation and mediatory work; 
Behold my Servant, whom I uphold, Waiah xiii. 1. 
Thus the believer's life is upheld, fupported, 
and maintained by God; it is his God that 
holds his foul in life. Chrift, the Head of 
the new -covenant, 
members fubfift in, and depend on, God as 
their covenanted God; J have made a covenant 


with my chofen; I have fworn to David my Jervant, 


thy feed will I efablifb for ever, Pfal. lxxxix. 3, 4. 
4. A life hid with Chrift in God, is a life 
of fuch dignity, glory, and honour, as Chrift him- 
felf lives and is advanced unto. Chrift is ex- 
alted to fit at the right-hand of God, and they, be- 
ing quickened together, are faid to be raifed up to- 
gether, and made to fit together in heavenly places, 
Eph. ii. 5, 6. ‘Fhis glorious life of the believer 
in Chrift doth not now appear to any eye, but 
that of faith: however, the day cometh when 
every eye thall fee it; When Ghrif, who is our life, 
Shall appear, then shall ye alfo appear with him in 
glory, fays the words following. the: text. -O! 


what a high and honourable life is that of the — 
faints in Chrift! He lives in the glory of God; 


and the believer, whofe life is hid with Chrift 


in God; is faid tobe recerved into that glory of - 


God; Rom. xv. 7. Receive ye one another, as Chrift 
alfo received us to the glory of God. Wence the 


church. invifible’ is called a woiman clothed ~ 


with the fun, Rev. xii, 1. ‘with the moon under 
her feet; fitting, as it were, in. the throne of 
God, who has heaven for his throne, and the 
earth for his footftool. How do they refem- 


ble God in his glory, who have alfo heaven © 


for their throne, and the moon, the earth, for 
their footftool, which they tread upon! Again, 

5. A life hid with Chritt in God is a life of 
fuch perfect /ecurity and flability as Chrift lives ; 
for, he lives in God, and their life is hid with 
Chrift there, where: it ‘cannot but be fafe and 
fecure; as fureas the very life of God. It is 
hid in all the attributes of God, as glorified to 
the higheft in Chrift, whofe throne is eftablifh- 
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and: allrJaia) feed «and... 


ed upon all the magnified prefections of Gods 


Pfal. Ixxxix. 14. Ju/tice and judgment are the habi- 
tation of thy throne; Or, as in the margin, the 
ESTABLISHMENT Of it: Mercyand truth fhall go 
before thy face; fox, mercy and truth are met toge- 
ther, righteoufne/s and peace have kiffed each other, 
Hence the believer, whofelife is hid with Chritt 
in God, is faid to dwell on high, the place of his 


defence isthe munition of rocks: The meaning is, 


God isa rock round about him, a rock on eve- 
ry hand of him; all the attributes of God, like 
fomany ftrong ramparts.and bulwarks, do fur- 
round him. = Tino T dope 

6. A life hid with Chrift/in-God, is a life of 
fuch ref and bappine/s as Chrift lives in. God 


lives in himfelf, Chrift livesin-Ged, and the 


be-. 
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A 


FOR i hab 


believer lives with Chrift in God, who refts 


in the Father’s bofom, and fo in the bleffed- 


nefs of God. It is the happinefs of God to en- 
joy himfelf;, and it is the happinefs of the foul 
to enjoy God. God is called the refing-place of 
his people, God refts in himfelf, Chrift refts 
in God, and the believer refts with Chrift in 
God. When, through unbelief, he ig out of 
his refting-place, he is like a wandering fheep, 
or like Noah’s dove, when fent out of the ark, 
that could get no reft to the fole of her foot 
till fhe returned. Let the wandering foul there- 
fore fay, Return to thy ref, Omy foul; for, when 


- he refts here, he partakes of the fame happi- 


nefs and felicity, the fame joy and fatisfaction, 
with God himfelf; he lives in God: and, O 
what a joyfui and pleafant life! is the life of 
God! Ja his prefence there is fuluefi of joy, and at bis 
cight-hand there are pleafures for evermore. Hence, 

7. Alife hid with Chriftin God is a life of 
fuch duration as Chrift lives in God: God lives 
for ever, Chrift lives in God foriever, and the 


_believer’s life is hid with Chrift; in God fore: 
ver. 'God is the eterual'God; > and to live in- 


God ‘is to have eternal life. Chrift, who was 
dead, 1s ahve, and lives for evermore ;>yea, Chritt 


' as the’ true God. and eternal life, and being the 


true God, he cannot but be eternal life. When 
we diftinguifh Chrift from: God, we only {peak 
of Chrift as Mediator between God iand man; 
but:Chritt, as Gon; :is eternal lifes and the life 
that is hid with Chrift in God; is:eternal life, 


 Obeliever:in Chriit, your life is ‘hid and {écwr: 


ed to eternity: you may lofe-your friends, and 
lofe your means; you may:lofe your name, 
and lofe your frame,.but you cannot lofe your 
life) that:is hid wath. Chriftin God; it is hid 
with him who lives for ever and ever. 

~ 8 Aifethid with-Chrift. in God, is a life of 
fTuch unfpeakable mearne/s: to God as‘the life of 
Chrift is: itis not only a living with God, ‘but 
inGod; thatis, a life of communion with him, 
and conformity to him, flowing froma living 


in him, fo as to live,.as it were,a:life of God: 


Natural men are faid to he alienated:from the life 
of God; through the-ignorance that isin them, Eph. 
iv. 18.;. but the believer, by virtue of union to 
Chrift, and acquaintance with him, may be faid 
to-dive the life of God, becaufe he lives with 
Chrift in God, and foa life of as great perfecti- 
on.as.a finite creature is:capablevof: fu 

Ina word, a life hid with Chriftin God} is 
a life not only of him, and ‘through him, ‘and 
to him, but alfo mhim. It is faid, Rom: xi. 36. 
Of him, ‘and to him; and through bim; are all things, 
to whom be glory for ever. Now, ‘this life 4s, 

(t.) Of God, as the efficient caufe: ic is hid 


in God, asthe caufe' hides the effet, orasthe . 
effect. is ‘hid in the principal caufe.\ Chrittis * 


hid in the meritorious caufe; “Godiisthe prime, 
original, and efficient caufe of *it:: ‘therefore 


Chritt.is faid to besmade of God ‘unto us wifdom, ‘ 
‘righteoufne/s, fanctification, and redemption.— Thus ° 


it is of God. 


(2.) It is a life through God, as the dipsfing - 


sand conferving caufe; and’it is hid in God'as the 


.conferved is hid in the-conferver; or the pre- 


ferved is hid in the preferver: fo believers are 


called the preferved in Chrift Fefuss The God that ° 


cna oa dead, is the God that fupports 
‘the living. ae AR ES tes. 
ony3.y Tt ae life toGod, asthe ‘final caufe; and 


‘hence all the promifes of God, relating to'this 
hidden life, are faid to be Yea, and Amen; to the 
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Sloryof God. But not only is'this life of him, 
and through him, and to‘him; but alfo, 

(4.) It is im him, as the material caufe: it is 
a life in God, who is the very matter of our 
life; the life of our life, the all of our life, 
the fubftantial life. The life of God is the life 
of the believer in Chrift: hence fuch lan guage 
as that comes natively from a believing foul; 
My heart and my flefb cry out for ihe living God, the 
God that ‘quickens' the dead: Say to my foul, Thou 
art my falvation ; thou art not only my Saviour; 
but my /alvation ; not only the author of my life, 
but my ie itfelf: \ In God is my fulvation and my 
Slory, Pfal. Ixii. 7. Behold God 1s my falvation; I 
will truft and not be afraid, Wa. xii. 2. 

But, for further clearing this great point, it 
may be a queftion, How are we to undérftand 
Gop here, when: contradiftinguifhed from 
Curist, Your hfe is bid with Chrift in God ? 

Answ. We are to underftand Gop here either 
or'both thefe following ways, viz. either per/o- 
nally, for the firft perfon of the glorious Trini= 
ty; or efentially, for God, Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoit, one God. ' And, 

1. lf we underftand it of the fi? perfon of the 
glorious Trinity, God: the Father, then a life 
hid with Chrift in’God, is a life hid in God, as 
the God. and Father of our Lord Fepits Chrift, as he 
is the giver, and fender, and fealer of Chrift: 

-Himvhath God the Father given ; for, God fo lov- 
ed the world, that he Lave his only begotten Son; that 
ewhofoever believeth in him, fhould not perifh, but have 
everlafiing life: him hath God the Father fent ;'and 
him hath God the Father fealed. Now, our life is 
hid swith Chrift ‘in God, as he is’ the God and 
Father-of Chrift, giving, fending, and fealing 
him to be'the re/urrection and the life to us. 
. 2. fate underftood of God effentially, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, one God; then the im- 
port of the'text is, Our life is hidwith Chrift 
in God; »as\he is a God ia Chri; ‘1 fay, it is hid 
with Chrift in God, as he is a God*in Chrift. “A 
glorious Deity, the thtee-one God, is a God in 
Chrift, ‘reconciling the werld to hinfelf; a ‘reconciled 
God in ‘Chrift, anda reconciling’ God in Chrift. 
Thus our life 41s hid with Chrift in God, as he 
is'a God pacified: and well-pleafed in Chrift ; as he 
1s a God a Jove with Chrift, and’ with us in 
him; as he is-a’God ‘im promife to Chrift, and to 
usin him as aGod im covenant with Chrift, and 
with us in him; and a covenant is more than 
a promife: it is a paction; and ‘according to 
paction with Chrift, who has fulfilled the terms 
of the paétion, the covenant-bleffin gs muft be 
communicate; the faithfulnefs'of.God is én- 
gaged to'‘make out all the promifes.-" ~» “'~ 


‘life, and our life, aré wrapt together? Yoar 
life is hid with Chrift in God. | to veobnalt 

Sov In the fifth place, I propofed to make ap 
“plication; but T mutt confine miyfelf ‘only to 


fome 
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fome few inferences, Is it fo, that both in point 
of fecrecy and /afety, the life of the paveeen is. 
hid with Chrift in God? 

iff, If it be fo, in refpect of Secrecy, ‘then 
epics fee, 

. The difference between the righteous aad 
re “wicked, which yet is hard to difcern, be- 
caufe the life of the righteous is hid: they are 
not of the world, and therefore the world hates 
them: their life is not a naturai, put a {piri- 
tual life; not a vifible, but an invifible life ; ; 
not an expofed, but a hidden life: the bett part 
of it lies in the hidden man of the heart ; therefore 
many times their religion goes fora fham, and 
their fincerity reproached and reviled as hypo- 
crify. . Their. hidden life will one day-appear, 
when Chrift their life {hall appear. Hence, 
2, Many believers have doubts and fears about 
their own ftate, becaufe their life is fo hid that 
it doth not always appear tothemfelves. Their 
life is a life of faith, not-of fenfe orfight; and 
it-is the faith of things not feen. Herein God de- 
figns the glory.of his invifible perfections, his 
faithfulnefs and truth particularly, when we 
- truft in him for more than we fee. Herein 
appears the excellency of faith. The apoftle {peaks 
of three precious things, the precious ‘promi/es, 
the precious blood of Chrift, and precious faith: why, 
it will be able to live comfortable, when all 
outward props are gone, even upon an unfeen 
Jefus; In whom, though now ye fee him-nat, yet be- 
heving, ye rejoice: hence compared to an;anchor, 
Heb. vi. 20... When the. anchor is caft out, it 
keeps the {hip in the midftof the fea ftable, by 
taking hold of fomething not feen'by the ma- 
riner; thus faith and. hope. enter; within the 
vail. The believer cafts:.out his anchor, and 


anes 


| Al “The dienes! s hidden life Leaug fome. con- 
formity to the life of Chrift; We are predeftinate to 
be conformed to bis image.’ 
earth, his divinity was much vailed by his hu- 
manity: though rays of divinity fometimes 
fhone forth in his miracles to convince the 
world; yet the wicked world faid, He did 
what he did by Beelzebub; his divine perfon and 
glory was hid.from: the world, and: fo is the 
believer’s fpiritual life; and, as ‘Chrift had meat 
toeat, the world knew not of, when it was. his meat 
and drink to do his Father's. will; fo believers have 
chidden. meat, hidden manna,.a- hid and. fecret 
feat, Prov. ix. 17. Bread ‘eaten in Secret is pleafant, 
OF bread of : SECRECIES,,as-it is inthe Hebrew. 
‘Qur Lord. Jefus, {hewing; the excellency. of the 
things of his, kingdom, | does 
of them; therefore it is compared, t to.a treafure 
bid i inthe pfeld, ‘ 
d fe ‘ 


Re ete 
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When Chrift; was on - 


‘does it by the. fecrecy enc 


which when aman hath found, hehides, daw 
ee al  ebas be a and — swhich 
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hidden life, but:alfo what good ~feolebbey stig 
have for their life, to all-eternity.. O believer, 
your life of righteoufnefs or juttification is fe- 
cured, your life of grace or fan¢tification is fe- 
cured, and your life of glory i is fecureds for it 
is bid with Chrs iff in God. When you are to cele- ~ 
brate the Eucharift, do it with a fong of. praife, 
for Chrift as your life, and for the’ fecurity of 
it, as hid with Chrift, and hid in God. O. Sirs, 
how great is the blefling of eternal life, fecur- 
ed in the hand of the eternal God! Had God left 
our life and falvation in our own hand, we 
had certainly loft it; but, O what caufe have 
we to blefs God; that has: done this for 1 us, to 
lay up our life where neither men, death, nor 
devils can reach’ it; and where the gates of 
hell {hall not be able to prevailagainft us orit! 
Happy they that have fled to Chritt, and are ah 
born again: they were born children of wrath, agit 
but now they are children of lifes, whofe. life | 
being hid with) Chrift in God, is-as fafe and 
fecure for ever, as the life of Chritti in God, and 
confequently as ithe life of God himfelf.—But 
who may lay claim to this life, and foto the _ 
feal of this’ fecurity in ‘the panies os 4 
leads)to:anothersinterences\\ ban ails 17 es 
3dly, Is the believer's: life bid spit Chri ft i im 
God, here then isia hidden mark of thefe-who 
thal be worthy. communicants in God's: fight; 
they have that‘ fpiritual life, which I told you 
confifted in: a life! of righteoufnefs, aclife of 
grace, anda life of glory. «The laft of thefeT — 
need not fpeak-of, ‘except in fo far as the two 
former, being the beginning. and firft fruits of 
it, afford them: ground for the hope of glory: 
but all believers in Chrift, for whom this com- 
munion-table is:covered, ‘they have’ actually a 
life of righteoufnefs, and a life of grace hid 
with Chrift in God... Therefore,. try and exa- 
mine, whether you are brought froma flate of 
death, in the firfbAdam; toa va flate of li ifey 3 in’ the. } 
fecond Adams And, 2 6 = 373eaes 
oI. Are you brought toa raife of righteonfiogs 
and. jufification before. God? If not, then you 
are dead inlaw, and under. condemnation ; x 
but if otherwife, then. tell mé, where is' your 
life: of righteoufnefs hid: ‘where lies it? Can 
you fay it is notiin you? It is not.in' your 
works; its mot in your, duties} it!is not in 
your graces; it is notin your frames; itis not 
in your experiences; Where then i 
you fay, ‘before. Gordy 1 hbes a 


other groun dbur th 
doi ng ‘ands 


ohted, a seve iy the ae 
tbe 9 righteoufne/s of Cod, Bee: 
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and aright to the facramental feal, which is a 
feal of the righteou/ne/s of faith. 

* 2, Are you brought to a life of grace or fanc- 
tification? If not, you are dead in fin, and un- 
der the power and dominion‘ thereof; but if 
otherwife, then where is your life of grace hid 
and ftored up? Some find all their life in their 
hand, as it is faid, Ifa. lvii. 10; but the true 
believer has his life in his head, even in Chritt, 
The head of the body the'church, Eph. i. 22,23. The 
life of grace is indeed in us /ubjectively ; yet fo 
as Chrift only is the fountam of it. ‘This. life 
of grace makes a change of nature, heart, and 
life, in all that are the fubjects of it. Reftrain- 
ing grace only ties up the wolf, but regene- 
- rating grace makes him like the Lamb, having 
fome likenefs to the holy Lamb of God. — 
Chrift, by his Spirit, is the ie of this ‘life of 


grace, according to the promife, John iy. 14. 


The water that. I [hall give him, fhall be in him a 
well of water fpringing up to everlafting life —Chrift 
is the root of this life. ‘Separate the branch 
from the root, or break’ ‘it off from the root, 
and then the life of it is gone, it dies; Lam the 
wine, ye are the branches: be that abideth in me, and 
Tin him, the Jame bringeth forth much fruit ; for with- 
out me ye can do nothing, Johin'xv. 4.— Chritt is 
the fountain of this lite; juft as the fun is the 
fountain of light, and the*fountain‘of thefe 
beams that fhine into the houfe. ‘Can the 
beams have any fubfiftance if they were kept 
by. themfelves, feparate from the fun?” Nay, 
you cannot fhut the windows and’ keep: the 
beams, or preferve them by keeping them: by 
themfelves, feparate from'the fun: take away 
the fun, and the beams perifh for ever.’ Thus 
Your life of grace has no bottom itfelf; the 
feparation of it from Chrift is the deftruction 
Of it, Self-dependence then jsfelf-deltrudtion ; 
» for the ew creature has no ‘dependence on it- 
“felf, without Chrift, no morethan a beam has 
won ittetf withour the tun “rs Ste ake! 
“Well, have you fuch a knowledge and 'expe- 
rience of this, with référence to the life of 
fee that this life is not in your 


‘get the pofefion of what they want; 

his lite fetid oF that 
they may get the comfort of what they have. 
“Worle. 3s eens 


s 
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: might have hfe. LAS9C 
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[z.] To you who want this life, T would fay a 
word about your duty. If you would not with 
to remain for ever ina ftate of death, deftitute 
of tighteoufnefs and grace; and if you havea 
life of righteoufnefs, grace, and glory fecured, 
then you mutt come to Chri, that you may have 
a life hid with Chriftin God. And, in order that 
you may comply herewith, we fhall, i. Lay 
before you fome motives to excite your compli- 
ance with the duty. 2. Offer fome directions for 
your acceptable doing thereof. 

(1.) We are to lay before you fome motives 
to excite your compliance with the duty. 

1. Confider, by way of motive, that while 
you remain in unbehef, you remain dead while 
you live. True believers, who have a life: hid 
with Chrift in God, they are dead to fn, and 
dead to the law,asacovenant; but you are dead 
wm fin, and dead iz law, under the curfe and 
condemnatory fentence of it; arid therefore you 
muft be made alive, or elfe be miferable for ever. 

2: 0 confider, that life is a preciovs thing; 
even natural life is very precious: Skin for fkin, 
and all that a man hath will he give for his hfe, tob 
ii. 4. Ihave read of a Roman drowning, that 
took hold of the boat with his right-hand; and 
when that was cut off, he held with his teeth, 
till his head was cut off.’ Men will do much 
for their life; and, if natural life be fo preci- 
ous, what muft fpiritual and eternal life be? 

3.’ Confider, that better you: had never had 
natural life, if’ you have not this hidden life; 
better Judas had never been born, than to have 
betrayed the Lord of hfe; better you had never 
been‘ born, than not to be bern again to this life, 
or not'to come to’Chrift for life; or, that this 
fhould ‘be «a part of your doom, out of the 
‘mouth of Chrift, Ye would not come to mé; that ye 


2) We next offer fome directions for your 
tight complying’ with this duty. Therefore, 
by way of direction, we exhort you, 

ot! "Fo know and be perfuaded of it, that you 
‘cannot have life’in:yourfelves, nor quicken 
your own fouls, you are furely dead; and, it 


_ is as fure, you cannot raife yourfelf, no more 


thar dead carcafes'‘in the grave can put life in- 
to themfelves. It is the God that quickens the dead, 


every one within thefe walls, according’as the 
angel of theLord fays, Acts v. 20. Go, fand and 
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fpcakin the temple to the people all. the words of this 
life. Why then, fince there isa warrant given 
by him who fays, Go, preach the go/pel to every 
creature; and a warrant in his name to fpeak 
to you all the words of this life, that ishid with 
Chrift in God; then he that hathyears to hear, 
let him hearthe voice of theSon of God, who 
has the words of eternal life, fo'as to be able 
to convey life by a word; and who faith, 7e 
hour cometh, and now is, when the dead fhall hear 
the voice of the Son of God ; and they that hear, Shall 
live, John v.25. 
Your dead and lifelefs ftate is no valid objec- 
tion; your dead and lifelefs heart is no objec- 


tion here; adead and lifelefs frame is no objec- 


tion: it is quite out of purpofe to make thefe 
objections, when. that 1s the very cafe he takes 
in hand to cure. Dead and lifelefs fouls are 
thefe he is fpeaking to. Life can an{wer all; 
and it is the Xord of life who is fpeaking. Death 
can be no bar in his way; nay, death isthe def- 
perate cafe itfelf, which he has come to cure 
with his word; what word? J am the refurrech- 
on and the life; be that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet fhall he live, John-xi. 25. 

O Sirs, do you now believe? Alas! fay you, I 
do not feel life coming into my foul. O. mi- 
ftake not the matter, poor.foul; you fpeak as 
if you were called to believe that there is lifein 
you, or that you fhould firft feel that there 1s 
life in you, before you believe. This is crofs 
to believing.. The. queftion is not, .1f you feel 
life in you; it is better that you feel death and 
deadnefs, and fin.and mifery,in you: the quef- 
tion is; if you will believe there is life in, qno- 
ther; even life ‘hid in CurisT for, you.,-,Do 
you believe, thatthe lite you need and) want 
is in-him; and, that he will give it out.as.he 
pleafes? Though you had been dead and ftink- 
ing in. the grave of fin and death for four days; 
yea, four years; fourfcore.of years, 1t is alka 
matter to him, when he, as the Lord of. life 
and death, is {peaking to you, and -faying, 
Lazarus, Come forth: arife, the Majfter calleth you. 
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Said I not unto you, if you would believe, you fhould 
fee the glory of Ged. 
If the eternal life of your fouls were not hid 
in Chrift and unfeen, it would not be the ob- 
ject of faith, which.is.the evidence of things not 
een, but the object of fenfe and feeling, like 
things vifible and fenfible; and therefore, if ye 
now believe, though you have no fenfe or feel- 
ing of life in yourfelf; and believe that this 
Life is hid with Chrift in God, and that God is in- 
finitely wife and merciful to you, in ftoring 
up your life and falvation in fucha fure hand 
for you; ‘then I will affure you, that, in due 
time, after ye believe, ye fhall be fealed with the ho- 
ly Spirit of prom/e, and fhall experience the power 
and efficacy of his believed word. Therefore, 
__[2.] We fhould now fpeak to thofe who have 
this hfe, and are poflefled of it by faith, that 
they may get the comfort of what they have 
hidden and laid up for them in Chrift. Refer- 
ring what I would fay to .you till afterwards, 
I fhall, only now fay, your fpecial duty is to 
believe yet more and more; and to be frrong in the 
faith of what life you have in Chrift;. and frong 
in the grace that is m Chrift Fefus.. Though you 
were never fo dead.and lifelefs, dark and, de- 
ftitute of yourfelf; yet, having no confidence in 
the flesh, your duty is to rejoice in Chrift Fefus,. in 
whom are bid all the treafures of wifdom and know- 
ledge; all the treafures of light, life, grace, truth, 
and fulnefs of wifdom, righteoufnefs, fancti- 
fication, and redemption ;. and all that is hid 
with him in God, for maintaining your fpiri- 
tual, life in time and eternity; faying, “In this 
will I be: confident :, and, in this confidence, it is 
your duty to go to his table, praifing him, and 
confiding in nothing’ that canbe either, feen 
or- felt. in: you, by fenfe,; but looking to. him 
through the glafs of -his own..word:by faith, 
and relying on that which is hidden and un- 
feen;, becaufe your, hidden life muft be main- 
tained with hidden manna. and thus beheving, 
e thall have the, witne/s.in, yourfeluess that-your 
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pee facramental fupper,, which now.we 
4. are to celebrate, is an open’feal of an hid- 
den life, a vifible feal of an invifible life ;:and 
thefe who are tobe admitted with God’s allow- 
ance, are ;only thefe who haye a life bid with 
Chrift-in Gad, who have Chrift for. their life: 
therefore, all the pEap are to be debarred, &c.; 
and-all the nivino are to be zavited, who-live 
by faith, dc. * ce ances eS 
“That believers..in Chrift, may -go withthe 
more confidence of faith to. a,communion 
table; I fhall lay a few evidences before you of 
the life hid with; Chrift im God; both in point of 
fecrecy, and in point of fafety,. And,» 4 
1. You may know that you. have a life hid 
with Chrift in God, if you truly judge your life 
to-be more _/afe in the hand of Chrift, than when 
you have life and livelinefs in your own hand. 
Do-you think your own life fafer in his hand 
than in your own? and can you blefs God for 
putting all things into his hand, and your life 
alfo? -Do you think the.Father ought to be 
loved and adored, becaufe he /oved the Son, and 
hath given all things into bis hand? John iii. 35. 
2. You may know that your life is hid with 
Ghrift in God, if. you reckon your hidden fecu- 


rity your bef, and even better than felt_enjoy- 
ments; ..Fhough, felt. enjoyments be fweetelt, 
for the time they Ia’; yet, do, you know and 
believe that your. hidden life.in Chrift 1s the 
fureft? , And, hence, can you not live upon a 
promife :believingly;, even when you find not 
the performance fenfibly, Decaufe you know 
‘that all the.promifes.of God areY ca and Amen, in Chryft 
Fefis,,to the glory.of God? Ifyou can do this, 
through grace, then you haye'a lif bid with 
ROPE idy oe besbalaoy bc Pe 
3 You may know this myfterious privilege 
‘by this evidence, namely, your deheving im him, 
as a Chrift in God, even when you cannot feel 
‘him to-be Chrift-in you. It is true,, they are hap- 
py to whom God makes known, what is the riches ° 
of the glory, of this myftery among the Gentiles, which 
is Chrift in you the hope of glory, Col.i.27.. Chrift 
in you.i8 a great matter; and yet Chri in God is 
‘a greater and deeper part of the myftery. Chrift 


‘in us fpiritually, is a great myftery ;.Chrift in 


God, hypoftatically and fupereminently, isa 
deep and adorable myftery ; and Chrift in God 
foederally, as Chrift’s God and your God, is a 
profound myftery. I confine myfelf to fuch a 
way of {peaking about it, as hope ordinary 
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* If the Reader inclines to fee a {pecimen of the manner in which the tables are ufually fenced, he may confult Vol. I. p. 40,—45. 
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believers:may underftand. “When you cannot 
feel him to be Chrift in you, in refpe¢t of his 
gracious, comfortable prefence with you, can 
you believe him to be Chrift in God, in refpect 
of glorious, ineffable prefence with the Father, 
as your reprefentative, knowing you have an, 
Advocate with the Father? Then you have a life 
hid with Chrift in God, if you can live, by faith, 
upon the fountain of life, even when the 
ftreams of fenfible enjoyments are dried up. 
4. You may know if you havea life hid 
with Chrift in God, if you /ee Chrift in God’s light, 
and God in Chrif’s ight; Chrift in the light of 
God, and God in the light of Chrift; I mean, 
if you are brought to fome knowledge and ac- 
-quaintance with God and Chrift by the light 
of the-word, which is the light of God ; and. 
in the light and illumination. of the Spirit, 
which is the Spirit of God. God is not known 
but in the light and revelation of Chrift; No 
man hath feen God at any time, the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bofom of the Father, he hath declar- 
ed him, John i. 18, Chrift is not known but in 
the light of God, by the Father’s teaching; No 
man can. come unto me, except the Father which hath 
Sent me draw him, John. vi. 44.; And how doth 
he draw to,acquaintance with Chrift? Why, 
St is, written im,the prophets, And they fhall be all 
taught of God; Everyman, therefore, that hath beard 
and bath learned of the Father cometh.unto me, ver. 
45. Vell methen, has the Spirit.been fent-from 
the Father and the Son, fo to.teftify,.of Chrift 
in the word to you; as you have feen bis glory, 
in that gla/s, as the glory of the only_ begotten: of the 
Father, full of grace and truth, making him match- 
lefs in your eye,.and foas beholding his glory, you 
aere changed into the fame image ?, ‘This fays, your 
life is hid with Chrift im God. na Nes 
- .5+ You may know this|myfterious privilege, 
that. your, life is hid with Chrift.in God, if you 
know, where your life is hid,,or, if you. know 
with whom, and in whom it is hid, by knowing: 
the mutual union and relation betweén Chrift 
and.God. Indeed, it is one of. the moft deep 
points of knowledge. that can be {poken of, to 
know Chrift in God, and God in Chritt;. of 
this our; Lord {peaks to Philip, John, xive 9. 
When Philip had faid, Shew,us the Father ; Fefus 
Jaith untohim, Have-I been fo long time with you, 
and yet haft thou not known me, Philip? . He that hath 
Jeen me bath feen the Father. And ver. 10, Believeft 
thou. not, that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
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no more, but ye fee me; becaufe I live, ye fhall live 
alfo: and then it follows, At that day ye fhall 
know that I am in the Father, and the Father in me. 
So that this hidden life is hidden in this know- 
ledge, even.as that word, becaufe I hve, ye Srall 
hve alfa, ttands between the /eeing that is before, 
and the knowing that is after it: Ye /ee me; and 
becaufe I live, ye fhall live alfo; at that day.ye fhall 
know. When the Spirit lets you fee me, -in 
whom your life is hid, then ye /hall know that 
LI amin the Father. 

Quest. How /hall a perfon know. that he under-. 
ftands fuch a deep myftery as this? 

Answ. As it cannot be known but by be- 
lieving it; fo, then you believe it truly, when, 
though you mutt confefs your ignorance about 
it, yet your faith of it brings in a kind of plea/ure 
to the foul, asit exhibites to your view the in- 
effable fibnefs and onenefs between Chrift: and 
God, the near and dear relation between them; 
ryea, fuch a natural, foederal union between 
them, as that their life and intereft is infepa- 
rably wrapt together, and your life wrapt in, 
as it were, between them, while it is Aid 2th 
Chrift in God, as his. God and your God, his Father 
and your Father. ‘This is life eternal, to know 
God, in whom our, life. is hid; Ye /hall know 
that Iam inthe Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
This is fuch a great matter, that Chrift fpeaks 
of it to his Father, as well as to -his brethren; 
This is life eternal, to know thee; the only true God, 
and Fefus Chrift whom haft fent, John xvii. 3. 

6, You may know your life is hid with Chrift. 
in God by: this-evidence, namely, your know- 
ing that the zhings of Chrift-are.the things of God, 
John xvi..14, 15.;-by the Spirit’s being : fent to, 
glorify Chrift; and fhew thefe things of Ghrift 
unto -you,,and thereby guiding you into aH 
truth, and fo. to the knowledge of the truth.as 
it isan Jefus, and,all.the lines of truth relating 
to Jefus, ‘theSaviour and Redeemer, centering 
in God,..fo as to: be feen as the-truths of God 
in. Chrift, and of Chrift in God; then, you may 
conclude your life of faith, upon thefe truths, 
is a Life hid with Chrift in God. - 

To.make this more plain and particular, tell 
me, Have you feen all Chrift’s mediatorial actings 
to be:in the nameand.authority of God? And 
do you, on this account, depend ‘upon him, and, 
lay the weight of your eternal life upon him, 
knowing 'that-all dis works were wrought in God, 
according as it-was prophefied, Mic. v. 4.He 


me? The words that I fpeak unto you, I fpeak not of fall ftand and feed; {or RULE] even the babe 


myfelf; but the Father that dwellethin me he doth 
the works.. And ver. 11. Beleve.me,, that lamin 
the. Father, and the Father im me... Why, what.is 
it to believe that? It is even. to,.believe. that 
Chriftis.in God, and.God is inChrift; to know 
this, is to know where our lifedies. ; -;--. « 
But: one may juftly alledge, That the.time is 
not, yet come for knowing this. myfterious 
point of knowledge, fince Chrift:{peaks of an- 
other day for knowing it; At that day, ye fhall 
know, that I amin the Father, and you.in me,and I 
an you, John xiv. 20, Indeed, the day of glory will 
make it known in another manner; but. yet 
the day of grace makes it known, fo as tomake 
_it the object of faith, though not the object of 
fight and vifion: and of this knowing of it,.as 
the object of faith here in time, our Lord feems 
to fpeak; for he is promifing the Spirit of truth, 
ver. 16,17. to be fent after his afcenfion, _ by 
whofe illumination they fhould fee him. for, 
yet a little while, {ays he, and the world Jeeth me 


of Bethlehem there,{poken of, im the frength of 
the Lord,,in the name-of the Majefty of the Lord-bis 
God.— Have you feen that,Chrift, in his dong 
and /uffering was fuftained of God; that is,-both:; 
by the;power of, his,eternal Godhead,,as the.fe> 


‘cond perfon.of the, glorious,Trinity, and. by, 


the power.of, his eternal Father and eternal 
Spirit, as one God with him, and:thus ftrength- 
ened and, upheld;of God, who faid; Ha. lxiists 
Behold my Servant, whom I uphold 3 mine Elec, 1m 
whom my foul delighteth:-I have, put my Spirit. upon 
him, and he fhall bring forth judgment to-the Genz 
tiles ?—-Do,you feeithe blogd and reghteou/ne/s.of£ 
Chrift,to be the blood of God, and the righte; 
oufnefs of God?,,and.that therefore your life 
of juftification is happily fecured with Chrift, 
as heis JEmov anour.righteoufne/s, and fo arigh- 
teoufnefs hid ‘with Chrift in God?—Do you 
fee the grace that 1s.in.Chrift, to, be.the grace of . 
God,, and)the /ulne/s that is in,Chrift, to be the 
fulnets.of God? and that therefore, the life.of 
ge RACE. 


T ME TBES F 


grace that a have'is not fo much life and 
grace handed to.you, as it is life and grace hid 
in Chrift, and with Chrift in God; knowing 
that grace and life communicated to'you is 
but water in a veffel, foon fpent and fpilt; but 
the grace and life you have in Chrift is water 
in the fountain of living waters, fill flowing and 
overflowing, ftill unchangeable and inexhautti- 
ble; and therefore, are you brought off from 
leaning upon any grace received, and from re- 
lying on any grace, life, or livelinefs in’ you, 
fo.as not to be defperate and hopelefs, even 
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N OW, my dear friends in Chrift, you 
whofe life is hid with Chrift in. God, whe- 
ther ye are fitting at, or coming to this table 
of the Lord, though your life, as to /éerecy, 1s 
wholly hid from the world, and much hid 
from yourfelves ; and, as to /afety, is well hid 
and fecured for you: if you know where your 
life is hid, you may know that your life is not 
far to feek ; your God is efentially every where, 
and your head, Chrift Jefus, is perfonally every 
where, though his human ‘nature is in hea- 
ven; his divine perfon is wherever God is, be- 
caufe he is God-man in one perfon: and miay_ 
we not hope he is gracioufly and /piritually pre- 
fent, by his grace and Spirit, when now alfo 
he is /ymbolically prefent in the elements of bread 
and wine. Your life is not far to feek, if you 
knew but the place where it’is hid.’ It was. 
once faid by an angel, after Chrift ‘was rifen,’ 
and hot yet afcended to’ heaven, Come, Jee the. 
place where the Lord lay: this was {poken of his. 
human body; and the place where ‘he ‘lay’ 
rhight be’ feen by the eye of the body: but’ 
_ now that ‘Chrift is afcended to heaven, .I have 
a greater word to fay, relating to his'divine 
perfon, and that is, Come, fee the place where the 
Lord lies; come and fee him in the bofom of 
the Father ; come and fee Chrift in God: this you 
cannot fee but by faith, and believing that he 
is Chrif? in God, or thathe is the Chri? of God. If, 
with your bodily eyes, you look upon the e- 
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when, to your fenfe, you are dead and lifelefs ; 
but can blefs and adore him that your life is 
fecured elfewhere; and can leave it to his infi- 
nite wifdom to let forth and fend the Spirit of 
life as he pleafes, and in a way and time that 
fhall be moft for his glory and your good? If 
fo, then your Life is hid with Chrifi in God. And 
therefore, in his name and authority, } invite 
you to come to his table, that you may get 
your faith confirmed, perhaps your 
with joy and peace in beheving, ° 
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therefore, now let your faith be confirmed in . 


this, O believer, that your life is hid with Chrift. 
in the promife of God; or, in a promifing God; 
for, All the promifes of God are in Chrift; Yea, and 
Amen, to the glory of God: and this is the promfé 
that be hath promifed us, even eternal life, the life, 
of righteoufnefs, the life of grace, and the life — 
of glory. bi ds rae | i YO (DoesIQTOA i Sa 
See now, your life hid with Chrift in the be 


Jom of God; for, he is the‘ only’ begotten Som, which 


is in the bofom of the Father. O what a ‘well fé- 
cured life is this that you have, when hid with 
Chrift in God’s bofom, even in the bofom of 
his everlafting love, which led him ‘to fay, 7 
have loved thee with an everlafiing love; therefore, 
with loving-kindnefs have I drawn thee! 
~ Your life hid*with Chritt in’ God, is @ life 
hid with ‘Chrift ia the bing of God; for; God 
hath bleffed hina; and made him moff bleffed fore 
ver, Pfal. xxi. OOF, ‘as in the'margin, Set him 
up tolbé BLESSINGS, faying, Men fhall be'blefed in 
him, and all nations hall call him bleffed.° O Beliew= 
er, God has blefled him and you; and God 


has’ bleffed him; to be # bleffing to'youy Ké — 


has bleffed him’for the love’ he bore to“him 
and you; he hag-bleffed him‘ for his love that 


he bore to you: and he has blefled his doing 
and dying for you, and accepted of it;°he has - 
bleffed his fleth ‘and blood, to be meat and 
drink to ‘you: Bot! bag. abo nt strim wont 


. $ée now,. your life hid “with ‘Chritt-in ‘the 


lements of bread and wine; yet, look tothem eal \of God, the’ privy feal’ appended’ to ‘his — 


no: otherwifé, ‘but as they are the place not 
where he lay, but where he now lies: «Why, 


fay you, ‘how can this-be underftood?' Is the 


bread and wine the place where he now lies, ‘éver, and to be the meat, that'endurestovever» 
sad yew, > bse «, | f ‘ 
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_ when you injoin‘us to come and fee him in. 
- God? I will tell you ‘how'you may fee the 


d for you: then w 
hid, even with ( 
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Jealed, and fealed to be the food of your life for 
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his prayers commends you to his Father for it; 
I have given unto them the words which thou gaveft 
me, and they have received them, and have known 
furely, that I came out from thee, and they have believ- 
ed, that thou didft fend me, John xvii. 8. 

Again, let faith be confirmed, O believer, 
that your life is hid with Chrift, as in the rela- 
tions wherein he ftands unto God, fo in the 


relations wherein God /tands unto him, even as 


he is Chrift’s God and Father, according to the 
new-covenant prophecy, Thou art my Father, he 
Shall cry, thou art my God alone; and accordingly, 
he went up to heaven, crying, J afcend to my Ka- 
ther and your Father, to my God and your God. O 
happy life, hid with Chrift in God, as his God 
and your God, his Father and your Father | 
And becaufe ye are fons, he hath fent forth the Spirit of 
his Son into your bearts, crying, ABBA, Father. _ 

Again, let faith here fee, that your life is 
hid with Chrift in the favour of God. Tt is faid, 


Pfal. xxx. 5. In his favour is life; and, Pfal. Ixxxix. 


17. In thy favour fhall our horn be exalted : What 
favour? Even the favour he bears to Chrift; for 
ver. 33. where (though it is promifed, that be 
will vifit our imquities with rods, yet) it is faid, 


My favour I will not take from him, 
"Nor falfe my promife make: 
~My covenant Pll not break, nor change, 
What with my mouth I fpake. 


Your life is hid in the favour that God bears 
to Chrift; you are favoured and accepted in 
the Beloved. cK, ory 

O believer, eat and drink ; yea, drink abun- 
dantly of the ftrong wine of confolation, fo as 
to be filled with joy and peace in believing, 
that your life is hid in the wi/dom of God: and, 
indeed, infinite wifdom cannot contrive a bet- 
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ter hiding place for your eternal life, nor a bet- 
ter fecurity forit. > 


“Your life is hid with Chrift in the power of 


God; for, as Chrift is the wi/dom of God, and 


made of God wifdom to you; fo he is the power of 


xGod, 


and made of God your ftrong Redeemer, 
shty to fave, and able to fave to the uttermoft: and 
alife hid in the Almighty power, is it not well 
sured againft all the power of earth and hell? 
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linefs in Chrift fecures your being holy as be is 
boly, and the perfection of holinefs at laft. 
Feed upon this meal further, that your life 
is hid with Chrift in the jufice of God. It is 
true, /im-revenging juftice fecures the eternal 
death and deftruction of all the wicked; but, 


-O believer, the /atzsfed juftice of God in Chrift 


fecures your eternal life, your life of juftificati- 
on and freedom from eternal death and con- 
demmation, and from all obligation to vindic- 
tive wrath; for, God is juft, and the juftifier of them 
that believe in fefus. 

Again, your life is hid with Chrift in the 
mercy of God, as it vents through the blood of 
Chrift; and the grace of God, as it reigns 
through the righteoufnefs of Chrift unto eter- 
nal life. Yea, it is hid with Chrift alfo in the 
faithfulne/s of God; for, Mercy and truth have met 
together in him, righteou/ne/s and peace have kifjed 
each other; and God. fays, Pfal. Ixxxix. 24. My 
faithfulnefs and my mercy fhall be with him. What! 
are thefe perfections of God hid with him, 
and your life hid with him in thefe perfecti- 
ons of God? It fays, your life is bound up in 
the fame bundle. 

In a word, your fecurity, O believer, is fuch, 
that your life is hid.with Chrift, in all the o- 
ther attributes of God, that I have not yet enu- 
merated, and fhall not now infift upon farther; 
but fhall only add, that the cup of {trong con- 
folation you have to drink has this in it, that 
your life is hid with Chrift in God, as he is 
one God in three perfons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft: 
for, as you are joined to Chrift by the Spirit, of 
which he fays, Ta. Ixi. 1. The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me, becaufe the Lord hath anoited me ; 
fo, he being anointed for you, and you anoint- 
ed with the fame oil of gladnefs, wherewith 


he is anointed above his fellows, when, by vir- 


tue of this unction and union with him, your 
life is hid with Chrift the fecond perfon, the 
middle perfon of the Godhead, then is it not 
hid, as it were, in the centre of the glorious 
Trinity? O drink at this cup of confolation! 
Can you wifh for, or imagine better fecurity 
for your life in time or eternity? My text al- 
lows me to give you all the comfort and aflur- 


_ance that is imported im a life hid with Chrift 


in God. 

- You have now got fome food for your faith; 
live therefore a life of faith, that by faith, ye 
may live a life of holinefs and comfort to the 
praife of his name. Has he provided fo well 
for your life, and feen to the fecurity of it? O 


_ then, live to the honour of his name, a witnefl- 


ing and warring life againft all your fins, and 
againft all the enemies of his glory. Be not 
afhamed of him nor of h in this adul- 
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A DISCOURSE at the Conciusion of the SoLEMNITY. 


SHALL clofe with a word, fir, To thofe 
] who are dead in fin ftill; fecondly, To thofe who 
are made alive in Chrift, and have a life hid with 
Chrift in God. 

if, To you who NEVER yet were made alive 
by the hearing the quickening voice of the Son of 
God, and are ftrangers to this life bid with Chrift 
in God ; 1 would offer two advices to you before 

you go. Tay 

[1.] Be fenfible of thefe things which relate to 
your prefent cafe, your dead ftate. 

(1.) Be fenfible of the figns of a dead ftate a- 
bout you; you want the figns of fpiritual life: 
I name a few of thefe, particularly four. 

1. Heat and warmth is a fign of life, which 
you want. Every one that 1s made alive in 
Chrift, they have fomething of a warm breath 
toward God and man; toward God in prayer, 
toward man in conference, and {peaking of di- 
vine things: but in thefe things ye are key- 
cold; and your cold breath evidences that ye 
are dead in fin; for, where life is, there is heat. 
If you be made alive, by a {piritual life, then 
there will be fome fpiritual heat and heart- 
burning in love toward the Lord Jefus; Dzd not 
our bearts burn within us? Where the mind is en- 
lightened with fome faving infight into the 
things of God, the heart is heated with love to 
them; they receive the truth in the love thereof. 

2. Life may be known by appetite and defire 
after nourifhment; fpiritual life is attended 
with fpiritual hunger after Chrift the true bread 
of life. The living foul pants and breathes af- 
ter the living God: but your want of appetite 
fhews you are dead in fin. 

3, Growth is a fign of life; but ye are not in 
cafe for growth, unlefs it be to grow worfe 
and worfe; you do not grow in grace, nor in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chri. That 
which lives grows till it come to full maturity; 
fo, where fpiritual life is, there is growth and 
progrefs. It is true, believers are fometimes 
undera decay, and corruption remaining, and 
lufts prevailing, may, like a thief in the can- 
dle, wafte his graces: but, if they be living 
‘Chriftians, they ftrive againft them, and reco- 
ver again; and grow, if not in the bulk of 
grace and duties, yet in more fweetnefs ; like 
apples at their full growth, if they grow not 
bigger, yet they grow riper and fweeter; fo a. 
believer, if he grows not more to the bulk of 
‘duties and graces, yet he grows more to the 
fubftance and fweetnefs of duties, and more to 
‘a rootednefs in Chrift: he grows in grace and 
‘in humility; and hence, though he grows in 


of grace, areloved and prized by him: alfo a back- 
ward raotion from, or habitual hatred of every 
thing that may contribute to deftroy his fpiritu- 
al life ;hence finand errror,temptationand delu- 
fion, will beabominable to him; and the more 


life, the more hatred of fin, which is deftructive 


toit. As nature fhuns its own diffolution; fo 
the new nature, the new creature, fhuns what- 
ever tends to the deftruction of it; and hence 
fin is moft hateful to the believer, when he is 
mott lively, or, when fpiritual life is moft ac- 
tive: but, this fign of life, this {piritual moti- 
on, is what you want. It is true, hypocrites 
move; but it is as the clock moves, only by 
weights that hang at it: fo hypocrites may 
move in fome duties by the weight of law- 
threatenings, or the weight of credit, cuftom, 
and the like; but the believer moves from an 
inward principle; The water that I give him, 
Shall be in bim a well of water, fpringing up to ever- 
lafting life, John vi. 14. This inward principle 


of {piritual motion you want that are ina dead ~ 


ftate; your duties are dead duties, 
is a dead faith. 

(2.) Be fenfible of the ewz/s of this your dead 
ftate. Particularly, es 

1. Be fenfible of the /infulne/s of your dead 
ftate. To be dead mm fin is the worft of death: 
to be dead in the grave is nothing; for Chrift 
‘was once there; ‘but to be dead in fin, isa death 
he could never die. To die a fhamful, pain- 
ful, ignominious, and curfed death, is confift- 
ent with the favour of God, ‘and with the ho- 


your faith 


linefs of God; for, Chrift died fuch a death; 


but a finful death is every ‘way oppofite to:'God. 
2. Be fenfible of the dreadfulne/s of your dead 
ftate; you therein are under the lofs of all 
things that are defirable: as when ‘a :man is 
dead, he lofes all right to ‘his goods, they pafs 
to the next heir; fo you being ‘dead -have no 
right even to temporal bleflings on:earth, nor 


to the heavenly inheritance im the life 'to come. . 


You have no right to any thing ‘but hell and 
divine wrath; and, indeed, ‘you have’a mani- 


fold right and title to everlafting wrath ; atitle 


by your firft father’s treafon; a title to 
your original and unive 
ture; a title by your i 
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{2.] Be reftlefs in the u/e of the means of life, 
till you partake of this {piritual life, and hav- 
ing a life bid with Chrift in God. What means, 

» fay you? Why, there is a Aearing that is attend- 
ed with hfe; Hear and your fouls /hall hve: there 
is a reading that is attended with life; Search the 

Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life: 
there is a praying that is attended with if ; Your 
bearts /hall live that Jeek the Lord: there is alfo a 
coming, a way of coming to Chrift; that is at- 
tended with Uife, for want whereof Chrift com- 
plains; Ye will not come to me that ye may have life. 

-Othen, dead finner, come to Chritt for life; 
for, eternal life is hid with him; And he that 


hath the Son hath life. 


 Osyect. Why do you defire a dead man to come to 
Garip? Pig 
- Answ. Becaufe we do it the name of the /iv- 
ing God, the God that quickens the dead. Why, 
did God command Ezekiel to prophefy to 
_the:dead and dry bones? Ezek. xxxvii. 4. Be- 
-caufe God, in whofe name he prophefied, could 


_ make the fpirit of life to enter into them: there- 


fore, hear who {peaks to you; Jam the refurrec- 
tion and the life; he that beheveth in me, though he 
were dead, yet {hall be hve, John xi. 25. | 
Osyect. But what of he be not willing ? 

_ Answ. Why, indeed, Ican affure you from 
his word, he is more willing to give life, than 
you are willing to afk it; and if you be made 
willing and ready to afk, he is willing and 
ready to give; John iv. 10. If thou kneweft the 
gift of God,— thou would? have afked of bim, and 
he would have given thee ving water,even. the Spi- 
ritlof life. Luke xii. 13. J/ ye, being evil, know 


_ bow to give good gifts to your children ; bow mych 


more {hall your heavenly Father give bis holy Spirit 
to them that afkibim? ‘Therefore, O finner, as 
you would'notidie forever, ‘go away from this 
- occafion to'a fecret corner, and.afk of ‘him this 


 tiving water, this hving Spirit, left- you never get 
_ fuch an occafion, or fuch an offer again. 


 Chrifi'in God. 1 would effay this ‘by offering 


- 2dly, We tender a word to you who are 
made ahve im Chrit, and have a life bid with 
(a few advices. 


at 
b 


“4. Give God the glory of your life, even 


10ugh ‘you ‘have a.life of death about you, 
Rom. vii. 24, 25. and viii.1. faying, [thank God, 
through Fefus Chrift. There is'no condemnation 'to them 
ahae arein Chrift Feira eas on bo": 


«2. Be much in the « of fpiritual life, 


- much in the exerci/e of {piritual graces, sand in 
the performance of {piritual duties ; Be fedfaft and" 
 immoveable, always abounding inthe work of the Lord, 


~ Vs 58. 
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the dead and the living cannot be good com- 
pany to one another: beware of unwatchful- 
nefs; Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion. 

But the main advice I defigned was, that you 
maintain the comfort of your life, by rejoicing im 
Chrift Fefus, fo as the joy of the Lord may be your 
firength. "This then is your duty and privilege 
both, to rejoice in the Lord, Phil. iii. 3. iv. 4. Re- 
joice in his /ove; that he hath loved you, and 
given himfelf for you.—Rejoice in his merit 
and righteoufne/s, as the ground of your accefs 
to and acceptance with God. — Rejoice in his 
Frength and ability to faye you to the uttermoft, 
to fubdue all your fins, to heal all your dif- 
eafes, to fupply all your wants.— Rejoice in 
his covenant, as well ordered im all things and fure. 
—Rejoice in his victory over the world and the 
God of this world, and over death: Thanks be 
to God, that giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and which always caufeth us to triumph 
im Chri. Spiritual joy in the Lord is a part of 
the life you have to live—And, finally, rejoice 
in this, that your life is hid with Chrift in God. 

Many topics of con/olation I have already of- 
fered upon this; and fhall clofe with fome 
more. Many times have we fpoken of God in 
Chri, but never fo directly of Chriff in God. The 
reafon of the variation of that phrafe in fcrip- 
ture flows from the clofe union betwixt God 
and Chrift, as Chrift fays, [am in the Father, and 
the Father in me; that is, Chrift is in God, and 
God is in Chrift. This ineffable union is both 
natural and foederal, as Chrift is both the Son 
of God, and the fealed of God: and hence arife 
thefe following grounds of ftrong confolation 
to believers. 

1. Is itnot comfortable that your life is hid 
‘with Chrift in the will and pleafure of God, who 
fays, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well- 
pleafed? Our falvation is owing to the will of 
God, ‘and the will of Chrift, who came to do 
the Father’s will with good-will, faying, Lo, I 
come! I delight to do thy will, O myGod. By which 
«will we are fanctified and faved. ae 

2. Is it not matter of comfort that your life 
is hid with Chriftin the glory of God, or in his 
defign of glorifying all his excellencies and per- 
fections to the higheft, by giving and fecuring 
your life this way, that you might be to the — 
praife of his glory, as it is faid, Eph.i. 12.2 Your . 
life cannot be loft any more than God will lofe 
his glory; and fo his lofs would be infinitely 
greater than yours. 


argument, 
|X. 30.5 for, 
in intereft 


he is a Sy 
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life is hid with Chrift in the infinity of God; as 
he is an infinite {pirit, whofe underftanding 
is infinite, and who is infinite in his wifdom, 
power, holinefs, juftice, goodnefs, and faith- 
fulnefs! Though we'are finite creatures, yet 
our happinefs and life cannot ly in finite crea- 
tures or finite things, becaufe they have bounds 
and limits; whereas the cravings of the rati- 
onal foul are boundlefs and infatiable. Again, 

6. How comfortable is it, that your life is 
hid with Chrift in the eternity and immortality of 
God! and therefore, fays he, The eternal God 1s 
thy refuge, and underueath are the ever lafiing arms. 
And hence we may fay, This God 1 is our God for 
ever and ever. 

7. What comfort 1s heres hat our life is hid 
in the immutability of God, or in God as he is 
the unchangeable God, who fays, J am the Lord 
and change not ; 
confumed! Hence, whateverchangescome,fword, 
famine, and peftilence; come darknefs and de- 
folation; come death and judgment; yet your 
life is fecured in him who is ¢he fame yefterday, 
to-day, and for ever. 

8. O what comfort is here, your life is hid 
with Chrift in the mvifibility of God; or in God, 
as he is the invifible God! Things vifible and 
temporal are tranfient and vahifhing; but 
things invifible and unfeen are durable and 
permanent: therefore, fays the apoftle, We look 
not to the things which are feen, but the things which 
are not feen; for the things which are Jeen are tempo- 
ral, but the things which are not feen are eternal, 
2 Cor. iv. 18. The more we live upon the in- 
vifible God, the more we out-live all the vi- 
fible turnings of time, and matter all the dif- 
ficulties of our way, and overcome all adver- 
faries and adverfities, were it the wrath of men 
and devils: hence it ‘is faid of Mofes, He endur- 
ed as feemg him who is nvifible, Heb. xi. 27. 

9. Is it not alfo good and comfortable, that 
you lifeis hid with Chriftin the omnipre/ence and 
omnifcience of God, as well as in the omnipotent 
power, as I {aid formerly? It is hid with-Chrift 
in the God that is every where prefent; and 
therefore fays, Lo, 1 am with you always: Do not 
I fill heaven and earth? Wherever you go, I will 
go with you, were it through fire and water; 
wherever you dwell, I will dwell. He who 
_inhabiteth eternity dwells every where, and 
can be with his people in a firey furnace, ina 
lion’s den, in a whale’s belly, ina dungeon; 
and Re will always know their cafe, and hear 
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their cry, heed bottle their tears; ‘and hearken 
to their moft fecret fighs and EROnea trad 
he is the omnifcient God. 

10. In a word, O how caniforidihled iReit, that. 


your life is hid in the very /feand beiig. ‘ofGod! 


For, Chrift is in God, and God is in Chrift; 7 
am in the Father, and the Father in me: their life 
is wrapt together, and your life is wrapt in 
with theirs. O what is this! You will never 
reach to the bottom of this cup of confolati- 
on: *here is a depth you may dive in to eter- 
nity y-. 

A life hid with Chrift in God has all thefe 
things, and infinitely more than I can tell, in- 


cludedin it: allthe fprings of everlafting com- — 


fort are here, and that on four accounts. ; 

(1.) Becaufe Chrift himfelf is Gop, equal 
with the Father and Spirit, in power. and glo- 
ry; and therefore has life in himfelf, and can eee. 
en whom he will, John v. 21,26. 


(22) Becaufe, as ‘Mediator: God-man, — he is’ 


fully furnifhed to quicken his members; for, 
in him dwelleth all the fulne/s of the Godhead bodily, 
Col. 11. . 

(3.) Bocauals this ftock of life he hae is com- 
mumcative ; hence it is faid, Of his fulne/s have 
all we received, John i.16. He got it that he 
might give it out to dead finners; for, he is the 
bread that came down from heaven, and giveth if life to 
the world, John vi. 35. 

(4.) Becaufe you who are ‘ecu are, by 
faith, united to the fountain of life, and to the 
Lord ‘of life, who fays, Becaufe I live, ye Soall 
live alfo. Your hfe is hid with Chrift in God. 

O then, Sirs, go away. rejoicing in the life — 
yqu have; not merely in. the life you have 
handed to you, or communicate, which is but 
a filling of the veffel; but mainly in the life you. 
have fecured for you, and hid with Chrift in~ 
God: for, this is the fulne/s of the fountain. Blefs 
this may be 
the object of fpiritual fenfe and experience ; 
here you tafte that God is gracious: but glory 
in what you have hid and fecured for you; 
for, this is the object of faith, which you may 
always live upon, by believing. that he who 
is your life is Chrif in God, even when you can- 
not feel him to be Chri in you: and thus you 
fhall live by faith upon the fountain of life, 
even when the ftreams of fenfible enjoyments 
are dried up; and this ye fhall be always able 


to do, folong as you ye es that your hfe is bid : 
with Chri ae in Gods fer ge : 
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righteoufnefs’ fake, that all who lay hold up- 
on it are allowed the greateft freedom with 
God; fuch as this, A/k me of things to come, con- 
cerning my fons, and concerning the works of my hands 
command yeme. = ty si! 
_ From the beginning to the 9th verfe of. this 
chapter, we have an hiftorical account of Gad’s 
delivering Ifrael from their captivity, by the 
hand of Cyrus, an eminent type of Chritt, 
our greatand glorious Deliverer. From the 9th 
- verfe and downward to the text, we have God 
aflerting his fovereign authority over all the 
rational world, and thereupon challanging 
their fubmiffion to him, and alfo claiming 
employment at their hand, fuch as is fpoken 
of inthis verfe. ~ iyoheg 
_ We may therein obferve two things, 1. The 
employment that God challenges.. And, 2. The 
authority by which he doth fo. 
1. We have here the employment which God 
challengeth: itis wonderful employment ; 4/k 
"me, command ye me.— Afk me things to come: con- 


ee en 


fult my word, my prophets, and their prophe-. 


cies, with reference to thefe things; for, things 
to come, {o tar as they are revealed,. belong to us, 
and to our children. And command ye me: I prefent 
ie myfelf, as it were, at your fervice; and you 
__» are allowed, by faith and prayer, to ufe fuch 
freedom and liberty as if I were at your com- 
mand. Here is, indeed, a wonderful thing ; 
the great God commanding us to command 
Bas. fy 
_ Again, the matter about which the employ- 
ment here is challanged, is concerning his fons, 
-and the work of bis hands ; his church, his chil- 
dren, which are the f{pecial works of his hand, 
~. and wherein he is more concerned than any 
thing elfe in all the world. It is as if he had 
faid, lf any thing trouble you concerning your- 
felves, or any other of my children, dire@ly 
_ or indirectly, fo as you are puzzled and difh- 
_culted therewith, then come and put the quef- 
tion tome, and I will fatisfy you; and if you 
would have any thing done for you, or any 
of my children, come and put it upon me, 
and put meto it, as confidently as if you could 
aia I know fome read this text with.an interro- 
gation, as carrying on the proof in verfes gth 
and roth, as if the meaning were, Are you fo 


bold as to afk me concerning things to come? 


_. Or, dare you be fo impudent as to command 
_-—- Me concerning the works of my hands? Will 
you prefcribe tome? But, with the current of 

_ interpreters, we take the words in the former 

x ur tranflators alfo have done, wiz. 
: here for employment at his peo- 
ugh Cod doth not allow us 
a by nd unbelief; yet now 
wreftle with him 

ings, for which 
of by the houfe of I/rael. 
vy which this em 
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That fuch is the unfpeakable condefcenfion of God in 
Chrift, that he not only allows his peopley but 
charges them, in all regular ways, to pofe him 


with their queftions, and prefs him with their 
commands. ; 


_ Inthe profecuting of this fubje@, we propofe, 
thro’ divine aid, to eflay the following things. 


I. To confirm the doétrine. 

Il. To touch at fome of thefe guefions that he 
allows us to afk him concerning his fons, 
and the work of his hands. : 

Ill. To fhew how and wherein he allows ts 
to prefs him with our commands. 

IV. To give fome rea/ons of the doétrine. 

_'V. Make application of the whole fubject. 


I. We return tothe confirmation of the doctrine, * 
viz. That fuch is the condefcenfion of God, as to allow 
poor finners to pofe him with queftions, and to prefs 
him with commands: ASK YE ME; COMMAND YE 
ME. No creature durft have {poke in this lan- 
guage, unlefs God himfelf had put it in-our 
‘mouth. And that God condefcends this way, 
may be proved from thefefeveral fteps of divine 
condefcenfion I {hall mention. 

r. Such is the condefcenfion of God, that he 
allows people to cry to him, and encourages 
them, with a promife, that he willanfwer, and 
that he will be, as it were, attheir command. - 
Read that word in the fame prophecy of Haiah, 
chap. lvili. 9. Then fhalt thou call, and the Lord 
Shall anfwer ; thou halt cry, and he fhall fay, Here am 
I. Here lam, what is your command? What 
fervice have you for me? O the wonders of 
divine condefcenfion, faying, Here I am to give 
what you want, and to do what you defire! 

2. Such is the condefcenfion of God, that he 
allows us not only to come tohim and cry, but 
alfo to come boldly and confidently; Heb. iv. 16. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, - 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
the time of need. Again, os ee 

3. This may be confirmed from the experience 
of thofe that have entreated the Lord, and he 
hath been entreated of them. Ifaac is faid to 
have entreated God for his wife, when fhe was 
barren, and the Lord was entreated of him. 
The difciples going to Emmaus, Chrift made 
as if he would go away from them, but they 
confiramed him, and he was entreated of them; 
yea, Manaileh, one of the greateft rakes that 
ever was, and one in compact with the devil, 
when he was catched in the thorns and briers 
of Babylon, and brought under afflictions, it 
is faid, he befought the Lord, and the Lord was. 
entreated of him. “som Abas See 

4. It may be confirmed by confidering this, 
Such is the condefcenfion of God, that he is 
content to be held, as it were, in the arms of 
his people: The King is heldin the galleries: Iheld 
him, and would not let him go, faysthe church. I~ 


thee go, except thou ble/s me, faid Jacob. 
ubjects himfelf aes fo far, as” 


as Samuel, by prayer, opened, as it were, the. 
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gs. Such is the condefcenfion of God, as that 
he grants to /atisfy his people fometimes about 


the great myftery of his providence, and the’ 


equity of his procedure, as. in the cafe of Abra- 
ham, when God was about to deftroy Sodom ; 
Shall I hide from Abrabam that which I do? Gen. 
xviii. 17. And, O what wonderful freedom did 
Abraham ufe with reference to Sodom and Go- 
morrah? Wilt thou deftroy the righteous with the 
wicked? If there be fifiy righteous there ; wilt thou 
defirey it? No, fays God. -If there be forty-five, 
wilt thounot fpare them? Yes. Then he ufes 
more boldnefs yet, andcomes down by degrees, 
till he comes to ¢en: if there be ten righteous 
perfons in Sodom, wilt thou fpare it for their 
fakes? Yes, fays God, ver.23,— 33. God con- 
tinues granting as long as Abraham continues 
feeking. Abraham thought fhame to go far- 
ther down: but it feems if there had been but 
one good perfon among them all, Abraham 
might have got Sodom delivered for that per- 
fon’s fake; however, you fee, he fatisfies him 
to the full concerning the equity of-his judg- 
ment, as far as he demands. 

6. Such is the condefcenfion of God, that he 
is pleafed to communicate the /ecret of his cove- 
nant to his people: The fecret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him, Pial. xxv. 14. He-fays to his 
difciples, Y¢ are no more Jervants, but friends; the 
Servant knows not the mafler’s will, but ye are friends ; 
for whatfoever I have heard of the Father, that I 
make known to you, John xv. 15. 

7. The condefcenfion of Heaven is fuch, that 
he is pleafed to allow, as it were, his affections 
to be ravithed with the act of faith, or with the 
prayer of faith: Thou haft ravifbed my heart. O! 
it is 2 wonderful word that Chrift fays to the 
church in the Song, chap. iv. 9. Thou haji ravifhed 
my heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy 
neck. And again, chap. vi. 5. Turn away thine 
eyes from me; for thou haft overcome me. O} what 
is that! The Lord knows where our eyes are 
looking: he takes notice if you give but a kind- 
ly look towards him at his call; andif you give 
but a greedy look to him, you overcome him. 
One glance of the eye of faith has like a com- 
manding influence; it commands falvation, as 
it were, to come out of God’s hand: yea, fuch 
pleafure does he take in it, that he not only 
allows, but commands you thus to look ; Look 
to me, all the ends of the earth, and be faved; for I 
am God, and there 1s none elfe, Ufa. xlv. 22. 

_ §. Such is the condeftenfion of God, as that 


he puts the Leys of heaven into the hands of his _footfleps of the flock, am, 
people, that they may open the gates of heaven herds tents. And we fi 


both for themfelves andothers: fometimes for 


themfelves; for he fays, Whatjfoever you afk in 
faith, it fhall be given you: foretimes for others 


i ? 


thence. Afk of me things to come, &c._ 


him with their commands, with 


man you read of, Matth. xv. 


- g, Such is the condefcenfion of God to his 
people, that he allows them to pre/s him, even — 
after a refufal; or after he feems, by harfh an- 
 fwers, to refufe their fuits, yethe allows ak a C5. 

their ° 


cand — 
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faith; Great is thy faith, O woman; be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. And, ina word, | 

10. Such is the condefcenfion of God, that 
he allows poor finners to come into his dofom» 
with their polluted feet; Though thou haft played 


the harlot with many lovers; yet return again to me, 


faith the Lord, Jer. iii. 1. Unbelief would fay, 


Oh! howcanI make fo bold as to go in, as it 
were, intothe bofom of God; ftay till I getmy 
feet wafhed? No; he allows us to come with 
our foul feet, that he may wafh us himfelf;. 
If I wafh thee not, thou haf no part in me. Itis the 
language of the unbelieving legal heart, We 
may not come to Chrift, till we be fo and fo — 
qualified; let me be fo and fo well adorned, as. 
it were, like a bride, and get on robes to deck’. 

me like a queen, and then, perhaps, I may be ~ 


reckoned a fit match for him. But, O proud: = 


finner, this pride muft come down; God con- — 
defcends to wafh you, and donot you take his — 
work out of his hand; it will not do: heallows 
you to come even intohis bofom, polluted and — 
defiled as youare. Say not, Depart from me, for 
Tam a finful man; but rather fay, Lord come to 
me, for 1am a finful creature.— By thefe and 
the like inftances, you may fee the doctrine 
confirmed. I goon, ! 


Il. To the fecond thing propofed, namely, To 
touch at fome of thefe que/tions, that he allows | 
us to afk him concerning his fons, and the work 
of his bands. Were we fhall, 1. Condefcend on 
a few queftions he allows us to afk at him. 
2. Propound a variety of fuch as he allows to 
afk him concerning his /ons, and the work of his 
hands. = 5 Es ES Be TO 

if, We are to condefcend on a few of thefe 
queftions he permits us to a/e at him. 5 

1. The Lord allows us to come to him, and 
afk him, Where he dwells? As in John-1. 38. 
Rabbi, where dwelleft thou? This is a queftion 
that concerns his fons, his children; for their 
language many times is, O that I knew where I 
might find him! Job xxiii. 3. God complains of 
people, that they do not afk this queftion, Job 
xxxv. 10. None fay, Where is God my Maker, that 
giveth fongs inthe mght? Jer. 11. 8. The prifts faid 
not, Where is the Lord? tis a queftion that the 
church propofeth, Song i. 7. Tel? me, O thou ~ 
wom my foul loveth, where thou feedeft, where thou 
makeft thy flocks to reft at noon. And, the Lord an- 
fwers the queftion, ver. 8. Jf thou knowe/t not, O 
thou faireft among women, g o thy way forth by the — 

oy kids befide the fhep- 
erward, the church 
1 C . he was, and where 
he feeds: My Beloved feedeth among the lillies, until 
the day break, and the fhadows fly away, chap. ii. 
16, 17. She is in cafe to tell where he dwelleth: 


was in cafe to tell w 


" gates-of heaven, and brought down rainfrom Thou that dwelleft in the gardens, the companions 


hearken tothy voice, caufe me to hear it, chap. viii: 13, 
- 2. He allows us to come to him with fucha 
tion not only, where he is? But, 
Ixiii. 1. Who is this that cometh 
rments from Bozrah? &c. 

alfo that concerns his fons, 
y need further dif¢ 


gh 
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communion-table he makes himfelf known to 
them in the breaking of bread. 

3. It is lawful to afk him humbly, What hour 
of the night it is in Zion? Va. xxi. 11. faying, 
Watchman, what of the nght? We may go with 
it to the chief Watchman, that /lumbers not, nor 


fleeps: It is a queftion that concerns his fons, 


| Big church and children, after'a long night of 
fin and fecurity, to know if it be not high time 


for people to be raifed and awakened out of 
fleep and fecurity; and toknowif there’be any 
hopes of the day dawning. The Lord an{wers 


this queftion by his watchmen, faying, The 


morning comes, and alfo the night ; if you will enquire, 


enquire ye; return, come. And this anfwer hath 
both a prediction and a direction in it. The 
prediction is, The morning cometh, and alfo the night. 
Both a bright morning of peace and comfort, 
and a black evening of crofles and’calamities 
may be expected in fucceflion: aftera morning 
of gofpel light we may prepare for an evening 
of darknefs. The direction is, If ye will enquire, 
enquire ye; return, come. Be inquifitive perfons; 
go on in your inquiry: A/k me things to come, con- 
cerning my fons: and be penitent believers; Re- 
turn, come. Repentance here required, is a turn- 
ing from fin, to God, through Chrift, by faith: 
Return, come. It is not time to delay; no time 
to trifle: the night is coming on: the night of 
trouble; the night of trial; the night of death. 
If it be afked, What hour of the night it is with 
us in Scotland? May it not be faid, It is the 
dead hour of the night? Oh! what dead hearts, 
_ dead frames! dead preaching and praying! 
dead Sabbaths and facraments! Is it not a night 
of divifion ; wherein the anger of the Lord hath 
divided us? A night of delufion; wherein the 
darknefs of error abounds? Gofpel truths are 
trodden down, and the gofpel way of falvation 
little known, even by fome that are teachers 
of others. Therefore, 

4. We may come to God, and afk him this 
queftion, Jer. xiv. 8. O Hope of I/rael, and Saviour 
thereof in time of trauble, why fhouldft thou be as a 
oF the land, and as a wayfaring man, that 
tu And, as it is, 


rneth afide to tarry fora night? At 
ver. 19. Haft thou utterly rejected Fudah? Hath thy 


foul loathed Zion? Why haft thou fmitten us, and there 
is no healing for us? This is a queftion that con- 
cerneth his fons, when they are complaining 
before him, Alas! wherefore is the Lord fuch 
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6. He allows us to come to him with fuch a 
queftion as that, and to afk him, When will he 
come? Asin Plal.ci. 2. O when wilt thou come 
unto me? Why tarry the wheels of his chariot? Why 
Jo long? &c. This is a queftion alfo that con- 


cerns his fons, and the work of his hands@® 


They are oft-times folicitous to know when 
he will come; but the Lord’s anfwer to the 
queftion is, as in Hab. ii. 3. The vifion is for an 
appomted time ; but at the end it fhall peak, and not 
he: though it tarry, wait for it ; becaufe it will fure- 
ly come, it will not tarry. .God hath bound him- 
felf to accomplifh his promifes; but not to our 
time of it: therefore, we are to wait upon a 
promifing God. Again, © 9  ~ 

' 7. He allows us to put to him fuch a quef- 
tion as that, Pfal. lxxxv. 6, Wilt thou not revive 
us again, that thy people may rejoice in thee? This 
is a queftion that concerns his fons and child- 
ren under their lamentable decays. Andhisan- 
fwer tofuch a queftion may be expected to this 
purpofe, I will be as the dew to Ifrael, Hof. xiv. §. 
They that dwell under his fhadow, they hall return, 
and revive as the corn, and grow as the vine, and 
Shoot forth their roots as Lebanon: or, as it is, chap. 
iv. 2. After two days he will revive us; in the third 
day he will raife us up, and we fhall live in his fight. 
By virtue of Chrift’s refurrection fhall dead and 
dry bones be revived. * 

8. He allows us to come to him with fucha 
queftion as that, Pfal. lxxxix. 46. How long, Lord, 
wilt thou hide thyfelf for ever? Shall thy wrath burn 
lke fre? And I have mine eye here upon the 
four how-longs of the Pfalmift; Pfal. xiii. 1, 2. 
He allows them to come to him with their 
how-longs ; and he is ready to fatisfy the long- 
ing foul. His anfwer many times is like that 
of the angel fpoke of, Zech. i. 12, 13. The Lord 
anfwers unth kind words, faying, For a fmall moment 
have I forfaken thee, but with great mercy will I ga- 
ther, &c. Ua. 7, 8. 

9. Itis a queftion of great concern he allows 
finners to come to him with, viz. 0! what /hall 
I do to be faved? And again, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? Acts ix. 6. It concerns all his 
people to know what and how to do: and they 
may expect his anfwer, according to that pro- 
mife, Ifa. xxx. 21. Thine ears /hall hear a voice be- 
hind thee, faying, This 1s the way, walk ye init. When 
you turn to the right-hand, or to the left, and 
when Chrift fays, am the way, what fhould. 
you do, but come fo him, and walk in him? 
This is the work of God, that ye beheve in him whom 
he hath fent. . : 


. 
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xlviii. 9. And, O! it is a great matter to get 
hold of God’s name. We ought always to take 
hold of it: they that urge him with his name 
may afk what they will. The Lord learns his 
people to make his holy name their plea, fay- 
ung, Lord, though our imquities teflify againft us, yet 

0 thou for thy name's fake. They that learn the 
way of interefting the name of God in their 
favours, and who, if they want grace, are feek- 
ing it for his name’s fake; and, if they want 
more grace, are feeking it for his name’s fake; 
and, if they want pardon, are feeking it for 
his name’s fake, O it is a promifing thing! 
God would not let you lean upon his bofom 
in this manner, if he had not loved you with 
an everlafting love. An hypocrite or legalift 
may fall about duties,and think thereupon that 
God loves him, and is pleafed with him: but if 
God loves you, he will op your mouth, Rom. 111.19. 
and make you, on your bended knees, to know 
and aknowledge, that there is no reafon for his 
love, but in his own bofom; nay, that there 
is all reafon againft it: and fo to plead only for 
his own name and glory’s fake; and then you 
build upon a rock higher than all the powers 
of darknefs, when your heart refts here. Be- 
ing folidly perfuaded of this, that if God will 
glorify his name, in faving you, none will be 
fo much beholden to free grace, making the 
glory of his great name your plea, your hope, 
your refting place. This is a fign that you 
are lying in the lap of God’s love. What will 
he not do for his name? This obliges him to 
work for bis own fake, Ezek. xx. compare verfes 
6, 14, 22, 44. He cannot work againft him- 
felt tigese 

-Ina-word, you may go through all you can 
find in the Bible, that the children of God can 
afk in faith concerning his fons, and the work 
of his hands, and may humbly put them to 
him ; and whatever anfwer you can find in the 
Bible to them, that is God’s anfwer to you that 
afk him duly. Again, | 

2dly, Queftions concerning things to come may 
be put tothe Lord. He allows you to afk him 
of things to come concerning bis fons, not excluding 
yourfelves. And to this purpofe, fuch queftions 
may be put as follow. ; 
Would you afk, “ O what is to come ofa 

“ poor creature, that is fenfible of great guilti- 
“ ne/s, and is opprefied with the fenfe thereof, 
“and apprehenfive of the great wrath of God 
“ upon the account of his great fins and in- 
“ numerable provocations, and dare not fo 
“ much as think that God will have mercy on 
“ him?” Alas! what is to become of fuch an 


one? God’s anfwer is, J, even I, am he that blot- 
teth out your imigquities and your tranfgreffions, for my 
own name's fake ; I will be merciful to your unrighte- 
oufne/s ; your fins and your imquities will I remember 
no more. > 3 ; 


rs of God;. 
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“ poor foul, that fees its :mfinite diftance from God, 
“ and fears it {hall never be brought near un=. 
“to him?” O! his: anfwer is, That Jefus Chrift 
hath brought down the middle wall of partition 


betwixt God and you; and, by his death, The — 


vail of the temple was rent in twain, from the top to 
the bottom, that you may have boldne/s to enter m= 
to the holieft by his blood. ‘ion tae 
Would you afk, “ What will become ofa: 
“ poor finner, croffed with the power of fin, and_ 
“ of indwelling corruption, fo as he fears hell 


' will be his portion?” God’s anfwer is, /:w/t 


Jubdue your iniquities ; fin fball not have dominion over 


you. Let fuch believe and embrace the promife. 


of divine mercy through Chrift; the promife. 
of the Spirit, for fanctification; and take God's » 
word for it, and they are fafe. : 


Would you afk, “ Alas! What will become 


“ of a poor foul that is defitute of all good things, 
“ that finds its want of God, and Chrift, and. 
“ holinefs; and want of every thing that is, 
“ good; and made up of wants, both tempo-_ 
“ yal and f{piritual?” Why, his anfwer is, The 

young lion fhall want, and fuffer hunger ; but they 
that fear the Lord hall want no good thing. . But, 
Oh! there is fomething in that word, fay you, 
that cuts off my relation to fuch a promife; it: 
is conditional, to thefe who fear the Lord; and k 
am none of thefe. But I advife you, whenever 
you find fuch a promife, take hold, of it as 
your own; and if you find a want of the con- 
dition, take hold of Chrift for the Condition, 


and take him and the promife both, and there 


will be no fear. .. =» £oh.) bat eee 

Would you afk again, “ What will become. 
“ of a poor zmpotent creature, that hath no abi-, 
“ lity to perform any duty, orrefift any temp- 
“ tation?” God’s anfwer is, Fhat he will givé. 
power to tie faint ; and to them that have no might, be 
increafeth firength: my grace 1s fufficient for you; my 


frrength fhall be perfected in your weakne/s, Rett on 


his word, and it {hall be well with you. — 
Do youafk again, “ What will become ofa. 
“ poor tempted foul? The fiery darts of Satan 
“ are flying about my ears, and I am not in 
“ cafe to refift the darts of the enemy.” The 
anfwer that God gives, is, The feed of the woman. 
hall bruife the head of the ferpent. The God of peace 
fball bruife Satan under your feet fbortly. There-— 
fore, O! reft on his word; and there is no fear 
of you, . eae 
Again, do you afk, “ What will become of a 
poor deferted creature? I find God hiding his’ 
“ face; Lhave not met with him at this occafi- 
“ on; the Lord hides ; he is far from me: what 
“ will become of fuch an one?” God’s an{wer is, 


Though weeping endureth fora night, joy {hall come im ihe 
the morning. 1 cannot ftand on all thefe, foasto — 
cite every chapter and verfe; butallthatknow . _ 


the fcripture, will know fcripture language 
when they hearit. 1. ape igeeses <5: 

/ Oe . * 14 Le Se ees 

_ Again, do you afk, “ What will be 

“ fuch a poor afflicted oneas 1am, furrounded 
“ with waves on all hands, or inward and out. 
‘ + %. ; - a = 7 


nile ar # 
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“ is to become of one that finds fuch a power 
of fix taking place, as that he fears he will 
_ be a cafl-away, and become juft a reproach 
“ to the way of the Lord?” God's anfwer is, 
1 will make an everlafting covenant with you, that I 
- will not turn away from you, to do you good: I will 
put my fear into your hearts, and ye [hall not depart from 
me. 

h! fay you, “ What will become of one 
¥ “ at is terrified at the king of terrors? What 

« will become of me at death?” What is God’s 
a a antwer?, O death! Iwill be thy plague: O grave! 
—— Lwill be thy defiructien: I will ranfom thee from the 
power of the grave. The laf enemy to be defroyed 1s 
death: death fhall be fwallowed up in victory. _ Jutt 
-reft upon his word, and there will be no fear. 
_. Again, would you afk, “ What will become 
“ of one that is dlack like hell, that hath. jut the 
« blacknefs of the devil upon him, and that is 
-——- * ‘aij deformed and defiled with the fmoke of 
the bottomlefs pit?” Oh! a poor foul fighing, 
and afkingfuchaqueftion, What does God fay to 
oY ‘ihe He fays, Though thou haft lain among t the pots, yet 
Bi Soall: you be as the wings of a dove, covered with fil- 


wer, and her feathers with yellow gold: I will fprin- 
en kde clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean from 
val. your ubledeingle and from all your idols will I cleafe 
ae DRS Stet: : 


Would you atk, : What will se of 
© one that hath no will to come to Chrift, but 
finds a power of enmity and ill-will prevail- 
“ ing?” Why, if your enmity be your difeafe 
that you would Have healed, God’s anfwer is, 
Thy people fhall be willing in thé day of thy power. 
It is good to fee your enmity. Others think 
they love Chrift well enough, who are yet in 
the gall of bitternefs. 
_ Would you afk, “ What will become of one 
* whofe heart is the moft hardened heart in all the 
— world; harder than a ftone, fo as nothing 
ican break. j it, nothing can touch or affect it?” 
God’s anfwer is, That he is able out of thefe very 
Stones, to raife up children to Abraham. I will take 
away the heart of fone, and give a heart of flefh. O 
take him at his word; and his word {hall take 
eff ect upon you. . 
‘Well, are thefe your Aeneas and are you 
fatisfied v th God's anfwers? Have you any 
other fort of quetti ns. to afk? : 
Do you afk, “ What v will become of fuch and 
st, finch a wicked ges that is 1 enemy to the 
ee | King of Zion?” 
Be Why, what {ays ae of the wicked? His an- 

— fwer is, The wicked fhall be turned into hell, and all 
_ the nations that forget God. What fays he of thofe, 
oon in their fin? Why, he faith, He well 
e head gd the wicked, and the hairy Scalp of 


fill in his trefpaffes. 
wal Erconis, of the ene- 


eae, i a 
at he Py 


e Lord | fieall be- 
onfume into fine 
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and the poor of his people fhall truft in it; even this, 
that he is the Founder, and will be the Build- 
er: and who fays, WV, hen be appears in his glory he 
will build up Zion. We may reft upon what he 
hath faid, That the hand of Zerubbabel that hath 
laid the foundation, his hand alfo muft fini/h it.—Time 
would fail me to propofe all the queftions tha 

God condefcends to anfwer in his word. Bu 

thus you fee fome of thefe queftions that he 
allows his people to pofe him with concerning 
his fons. 


Il. Third thin gis, How, and wherein he al- 
lows us to command him; Concerning the works of 
my hands COMMAND ye me. This word holdeth 
forth fuch a depth of divine condefcenfion as 
we durft not have uttered unlefs he had faid 
‘it, Command ye me: he injoins us tocommand him. 

(1.) How may we command him? It is foon 
faid, but not fo foon done; for, in one word, 
it is to be done by faith. Why, is it poffible to 
command God? (Let.us fpeak of it with reve- 
rence and wonder.) Yes, All things are poffible 
to him that believeth, Mark ix. 23 “and fo ‘this 
thing among the reft, But how can faith do 
this? Even becaufeit engages the almighty pow- 
er of God, and fo fets God againft himfelf, as 
it were, to overcome himfelf: thus the prayer 
of faith wreftles with God and prevails. How? 
faith takes hold of fuch and fuch an attribute 
of God, and makes his own attributes to prefs 
him, and command him. For example, 

Faith takes hold of the faithfulne/s of God 
who hath foand fo promifed: What, fays faith, 
haft thou not promifed this and that, and wilt 
thou not be as good as thy word? Haft thou 
not faithfulne/s for the girdle of thy los? Art thou 
nota God of truth.and veracity? Will the frength 
of Yrael lye? No, no, fays faith; it it not poili- 
ble. And fo faith puts God’s own faithfulnefs 
on work to prefs upon him; and thus com- 
mands him. 

So again, faith takes hold of the jufiice of 
God, that moft dreadful attribute, which for- 
merly was like hell to the poor 4 finful creature, 
when it thought upon it; but now the poor 
trembling foul comes to God and fays to this 
purpofe, Lord, | hear there is a ranfom which 
thou haft found out; a ranfom in the bloody 
facrifice of a glorious Chrift, which fatisfies ju- 
{tice to the full; I have no hope of mercy, but 
only upon the account of this ranfom; to this 

I fly for refuge: and thou haft declared that 
thouart well- pleated for this righteoufnefs’ fake 
of Chrift; his giving obedience to the death, in — 
the room of fuch loft finners as Iam. Hath 
infinite juftice any more to demand than this. 
infiniteranfom? No, fays God: then, fays faith, 
I look for falvation upon the fcore of juftice as 
well as mercy ; for, juftice, thou canft not re 
fufe to give it, fince thou haft taken complete 
fatisfaction ‘of: Chrift my Surety:—Thus ne 
Lord is. bound by. his own jus: and com-_ 
manded. 733% . 

_ Thus faith 
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xi. 5. As it is impoffible to command him in 
any fenfe without faith; fo it is impoflible to 
pleafe him, unlefs by faith ye thus command 
him. But, 

(2.) Wherein does he allow himfelf to be com- 


Ss Wherein does he injoin us to com- 


and him? I anfwer in general, We may com- 
mand him in all things wherein he can be fer- 
viceable to us, according to his promife. What- 
ever it be in God that can do you fervice, ye 
may command it. As, 

1. Have you any fervice for his power? He 
allows you to prefs his power to your fervice ; 
you may command it. Are you not by nature 
without ftrength, man, woman ; without 
firength to believe, ftrength to repent, flrength 
to pray, ftrength to communicate; without 
firength to do any thing acceptable to God? 
Now, poor, impotent creature, I affure you, 
that the power and ftrength of God is at your 
fervice and command, if, under a fenfe of your 
own utter impotency you will but give God 
any employment; and therefore, his call to 
every one of you is, Ifa. xxvii. 5. Let him take 
hold of my firength that he may make peace with me, 
and be fall make peace with me. ‘Take hold of his 
firength, and fay, Lord, doft thou offer thy 
power and ftrength to be at my fervice? Iam 


- fure, I have much fervice for it; and therefore, 


I accept of this power of thme to renew my 
corrupt nature, to fubdue my ftrong lufts, to 
beat the devil out of his old quarters in me ; 
I accept of this power to work grace in me, 
and to ftrengthen any grace thou haft wrought, 
and to fit me for my work and warfare in 


this wildernefs. O give employment to this 


power of God, while he is telling you it is 


- at your command; or, that if you have ought 


ado with his power you may freely command 
it. ; 

2. Have you any fervice for the widom of 
God? You may command it. Are you poor, 
fenfelefs creatures, as well as weak? Indeed, 
the natural man thinks he has wit enough; 
Vain man would be wife, though he be born like a 
wild affes colt. But you loft all your wifdom 
fince your head was cracked with the fall; 
Chrift who is offered to you, is the very wz/dom 
of God; In him dwelleth all the treafures of wifdom 
and knowledge: and this wifdom is communica- 
ble; therefore, pray for the Spirit of wifdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Chrift; and 
emply his wifdom, faying, Lord, doft thou of- 
fer a poor foolshy wifdom to be at my fervice; 
Iam fure, I have much fervice for it; for, I 
know nota ftep of my way, unlefs wifdom lead 


me; | underftand not a word of thy fcripture, © 


unlefs wifdom teach me; if you would give 
this employment to the wifdom of God, it is 


at your fervice in that promife, Ifa. xl. 19. 7 

will bring the blind in a way they know not, and in — 
paths that they have not known; [will make darkne/s 

light before them, and crooked things fraight—Thus, 


if you have ought ado with his wifdom, you 


_may command it. 4 si 
Have you any fervice for the righteou/ne/s 


d? You may command it; it is at your 
that promife, Ifa. xlvi. 12, 13. Heark- 


Serm. CVI. 


it, as that no man living can now fulfil it, and 
get righteoufnefs and life by it. Now, the 
gofpel tells you good news, namely, That per- 
fect righteoufnefs, anfwering all the demands | 
and commands of the law, hath been wrought _ 
out by Chrift, that this righteoufnefs of Chrift 
is the righteoufnefs of God, of him who is 
God as well as man, and a righteoufnefs of 
God’s providing and of God’s accepting; the 
gofpél tells you, that this righteoufnefs of | 
Chrift, is freely and fully offered to all the. 
hearers of the gofpel; To you is the word of this 
falvation fent ; we offer it to you all: this offer 
isthe ordinary appointed means of faith, Rom. 
i. 16. The gofpel is the power of God to every one that — 
believeth. Why? Becaufe therein is revealed the 
righteoufne/s of God from faith to faith. If we could 
preach more of this righteoufnefs, ‘we might 
expect more of the power of God to go along 
with our preaching. You have but a poor 
trade of it, that are hunting after juftification 
and acceptance with God by your own righte- 
oufnefs: if you feek it in the works of the 
law, you muft ftill be doing, and never have 
done ; yea, in this way you are but undoing 
yourfelves, difhonouring Chrift, fruftrating 
the grace of God, and making your own ju- : 
ftification both imperfect, and impoffible ; for, | 
By the deeds of the law no fle{h ving can be juftified. 
Now, the perfect righteoufnefs of God is in 
your offer; if you have any fervice for it you 
may command it: O! wilt thou refufe it, poor, 
guilty foul, that haft nothing of thy own but 
filthy rags!’ Know you not that this was the 
ground of God’s: rejecting of the Jews, becaufe 
they rejected the righteou/ne/s of God, being igno- 
rant of God's righteoufne/s, and going about to effablifh 
their own righteoufne/s, they would not fubmit to the 
righteoufne/s of God. "They thought it below them 
to be beholden to another for righteoufnefs ; 
they thought themfelves good enough; and 
that they might make a fhift to win to héaven 
by their own good works, good wifhes, good 
defires, and endeavours. Now, if any here 
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Rrave YOU cea 
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of the law, or by the hearing of faith? importing, 

_ that there is no way of receiving the Spirit, but 

~ by the hearing of faith; that is, by embracing 

the promife of the Spirit when you hear it 

made to you; as when God fays, J will pour 

‘water upon him that 1s thirfly, and floods upon the dry 
ground. I will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my 
bleffing upon thine of-/pring, &c. let your heart fay, 

AME n, Lord; even fo be it. Now, when you 

have the Spirit of Cod at your command, or at 

your fervice, what want you? O! blefled be 

God that ever there was a promife of the Spi- 

rit. As I know nothing more frequently and 

fully promifed in the word than the Spirit of 
_ God; fo, 1 know nothing you can want, if 
"you have the Spirit. Do you want grace? He 

is the Spirit of grace. Do you want faith? 

He is the Spirit of faith. Do you want love? 

ios ‘He is the Spirit of love. Do you want holi- 
’ nefs? He is the Spirit of holinefs. Do you 
want aheart to pray? He is the Spirit of pray- 
f. 4_ “er and fupplication. : 
~ foul, who wants all thefe things, to take the 
| _ promifed Spirit: you have all thefe things at 
-.-——s- your command when you have the Spirit. Are 
_-——-—s«- you complaining you havea dead heart? He 
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is the Spirit of life. Have you a paffionate 
_ fpirit? He is the Spirit of meeknefs.. Have 
—-_-you little wit? He is the Spirit of wifdom, Are 


you a fool, and know not what tochufe? He 
is the Spirit of counfel. Sit down and devife 
_ ‘wants, and he hath names to anfwer them all. 
| Now, the Spirit of God, and all his grace, 
alll his influences and faving operations, are at 
your fervice, and at your command: and if 
God’s rich offers of grace have fo far prevail- 
ed againft your natural enmity, that your 
whole foul is content to take what he offers, 
itis your own; whofoever will, let him come 
and take all this grace freely: it is your own 
fault if you go from this without an ample 
_ fupply this day. If you have ought to do with 
- the Spirit, you may command him; you may 
have him asa Spirit of all grace. | 
5. What fhall I fay to fum up all? Have 
you any fervice for Gop himfelf?) You may 
command him: he offers himfelf to be at your 
fervice, in that promife, L will be your God, and 
ye hall be my people, Heb. viii. 10. ~Some will, 
perhaps, make other terms to you in God’s 
covenant, and tell you, if you be his people, 
- he will be your God; but that is not the gof- 
pel: the gofpel fays not, J will, 17 ye will; but 
ra it is abfolute and fovereign ; Iwill, and ye /hall: 
Feil be your God, and ye fhall be my people. “This 
. covenant does not only give lifeupon the terms 


a 


of believing, but it gives, it promifes faith, 
gis 2 slieving alfo; Thy people fhall be willing ; 


ll be my people. Let the moft unworthy 
ch in the world, who hears this gofpel, 
Amen,Lord; beitfoas thou fayeft: and if 
:nnot fay Amen, beg that God would help 
) fay it. I knowno terms or conditions 
‘t, but to confent that God may 

ll the terms and conditions you 


Chrift allows ; Chrift 
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Now, welcome, poor. 


nd the gofpel at all, Sirs, 
é goaslow with « 
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God, and ye-fhall be my people. This is the fum of 
God's covenant; and if you take hold of it, 
and welcome thefe news, you fhall be happy 
in time and through eternity; for,God’s word 
of grace hath taken you by the heart. 

Now, thus I have told you, in a few parti- 
culars, wherein God allows you to comman 
him. I might expatiate here, and tell youy™ 
that as far as the promifes go, which you are 
called to embrace, God and all his attributes, 
all his perfections, all his fulnefs, is at your 
fervice; Chrift and all his offices, purchafe, 
blood, merit, and grace, is at your fervice to. 
make ufe of, as you need them: when you 
command God, you command all; and he 
commands you to prefs him, and put him to 
it; Concerning the works of my hands, command ye 
me. YOu May put him to it concerning your- 
felves: are ye not the work of his hands? And 
you may put him to it concerning his church 
and people; and prefs him with what he hath 
promifed to them. Where God hath bound 
himfelf voluntarily out of love, do not ye loofe 
him by unbelief; but receive his gracious 
promife, and take him bound as he offers 
himfelf: believe his promife, and engage- 
ments by promife; and thus you will feta 
feal to his truth and faithfulnefs, But I come 
now, Te 


IV. To the fourth thing in the general me- 
thod, viz. The rea/ans of the doctrine, That God 
allows us; yea, with all authority injoins us, to pofe 
him with our queftions, and prefs him with our com- 
mands. Here, I would eflay thefe three things. 
1. Give reafons why he allows us to pofe 
him with queftions. 2. Why he allows us to 
prefs him with commands. 3. Why he not on- 
ly allows, but with all authority znjoms, faying, 
Thus faith the Lord, the holy One of Ifrael, and kis 
Maker, Afk of me things to come, concerning my fons, 
and concerning the works of my hands, command ye 
meé. 
if, Why doth he allow us to po/e him with _ 
quefiions? To this we reply: 

1. Becaufe he knows people ate ready to:con- 
fult heil, and their own hearts, when they fhould 
confult God; and he knows, that when we 
confult the devil, or our own hearts, we get 
but a defperate anfwer from the devil, anda 
deceitful anfwer from our own hearts, and 


‘neither of the two to our advantage...The 


proof of this reafon is couched up, Ifa. xliv. 
25. He fruftrateth the tokens of lars, and makes di- 
viners mad, that turneth wife men backward, and 
maketh their knowledge fooli/h, &c. Weare ready 
to believe a lye rather than God’s truth: there-— 
fore he allows us to afk him. | ae 


-2. He allows us to afk him queftions, and 
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by any other but God himfelf. All the wit in 

the world cannot anfwer fome queftions that 

concern God’s people, in a fatisfactory way: 

and I have little fkill of that Chriftian, that is 

not exercifed now and then with fome doubts, 

that all the minifters in the world cannot an- 
wer.— Thus you have the reafons, why we 
re to pofe him with our, quefions. 

- 2dly, Why, in condefcention, he allows us 
to prefs him. with our commands ; Command ye me. 
God was at vaft pains, in the former verfe, to 
make the people know their own place, fo as’ 
not to ftrive with him; and here, he obtefts | 
them, in their own place, to be bold with 
him ; Command ye me. And, indeed, a child of 
God is never helped to more boldnefs in plead- 
ing with God, than when his heart hath been 
brought, by an awful impreflion of divine fo- 
vereignty, to know his own room, his infinite 
diftance from‘God. Why doth he allow us to 
prefs him with our commands, and with al 
our adoes?) Why, 

1. His allowing us to prefs him thus, flows 
from the full benfail of his own dove ; for, dis 
delights were with the fons of men, Prov. vill. 31. 
And therefore, he delights’ to be prefled, and 
employed by them. His kindnefs makes him 
love to have men courting his kindnefs. 

2. Becaufe he knows what jealous /pirits, and 
unbelieving hearts we have; therefore he allows 
us to prefs him, and put him to it. Through 
unbelief we are ever ready to jealous that God 
is not in earneft with us; we are apt to think, 
that God, with Naphtali, is cheating us with 
goodly werds. We look upon his offers as idle 
tales, and believe them not ;therefore, he in- 
joins us to prefs him fo hard,.as if we would 
command; for he knows that no lefs that this 
will fatisfy our’incredulous hearts concerning 
his kindnefs; and hardly this will do it. 

3. He calls us to prefs himthat he may thus 
make all unbelievers inexcufable. They that re- 
ject fuch condefcending offers of grace, fhall 
have heaven and earth, and their own confci- 
ences, to witnefs againft the corruption, and 
enmity of their own hearts, when fuch amaz- 
ing tenders of grace are rejected: this teftifies 
that nothing but the rebellious obftinacy of 
your own will is your ruin; though, in the 
mean time, by thefe condefcending offers, he 
draws out the heart-love of his chofen to him- 
felf.— Thus you have the reafons why he al- 
lows us to pre/s him with our commands. 

» -3dly, Why does henot only allow, but with all 
authority zo us to pofe him, and prefs him 
thus? faying, Thus faith the Lord, the holy One of 


. Urael,: and his Maker, Afk me of things to come, con- 
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2. He authoritatively injoins it, becaufe he 
knows that his people are hopele/s and de/perate 
many times, as to feveral things that concern 
them; therefore he injoins them to a/k him, and 
command him concerning thefe things.. And the 
reafon why they are oft-times defperate and. 
hopelefs, is becaufe they find that formerly 
they have had fo many fruitlefs vows, fruitlefs 
refolutions, fruitlefs defires, fruitlefs prayers, 


that fenfe and reafon make them think, Why — 


Joould we wait on the Lord any longer? Therefore, 
that faith may not lofe its feet in fruitlefs de- 
{pair, he enterpofes his authority to ftir them. 
up again. And therefore, ee 

3. He charges us-with afl authority, that we 
come to him, and employ him with all confi-. 
dence, that we may hope agam/t hope, and believe 
againft unbelief; feeing he charges us as he is the 
Lord, the holy One-of Irael, and his Maker. 

‘He takes three titles or defignations here to. 


himfelf, becaufe of three forts of perfons he 


hath to deal with. . cian bee - 
(1.) There are fome that know him by his 
name JEHOvAH, the Lord; the great Sovereign, 
whofe will isa law; though they dare not fay 
they have any intereft in him. To fuch hefaith, 
Thus faith the Lorp, Afk me things to come, and 
command me. 7 ‘ahie 
(2.) There are fome that know him to bethe 
holy One of Ifrael; a Godin covenant with Chrift, 
and inhim with them, to make them holy and 
happy; and a God in covenant with Ifrael to 
be their Saviour and Sanctifier. To thefe that 
know: him thus, he:fays, Thus faith the holy One. 
of Irael, Ask me, command me. Gee 
(3.) There are fome that dare fay no more 
of God, and their knowledge of him, but that 
he is their Maker ; the God that made them. To 
fuch he fays, Thus faith the Lord, his MAKER, 
Afk me, and command me; ye that know him to 


be the Lord, ye that know him to be the holy 


One of Ifrael, ye that know no more of him, 
but that he is your Maker, he obtefts and charges 
you, by all that he is in himfelf, by all his re- 


lations to you, and interefts in you,. that you~ 


boldly credit him with all your. concerns,.and 
afk him. of your doubts, and command him 
with your adoes. ——So much for the dacfrinal 
part. Icome now, 5 neat 


Beas 
ana 
retary 


V. To the fifth thing, which was the applica 


tion, in an ufe of information, caution, trial, — 


and exhortation. | vs» \\ ai eek eee oe ee 
iff, For information, Is itf{o, That God allows and 
commands us thus to pofe him, and prefs him. .'Then, 
1. See the wonde 


good-will of God towards the children of men: — 
He is not willing that any fhould peri/h, but that all _ 


fhould come 
] 


to repentance; and therefore hi 
sa moft richand glorious offer 


nefs to us, but he cal. 


ace, condefcenfion, and 
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be at a lofs what to do in their ftraits, as long 
as in all doubts they may asx him, and in all 
their difficulties they may commMAnpd him. “ It 
“ is below a Roman fpirit, faid one, to fay, I 
“am undone, as long as Cefar lives;”. much 

more is it below a child of God, to fay, Iam 

~ undone, as long as Chrift lives; and as long 

: as he may afk and command what he will, or 
rather what he needs. Hecan never bein fuch 

a ftrait, but he may know what to do, and 
where to go: To whom /hall we go? Thou haft the 

words of eternal life. We may go to him, and 

get a word for our relief, whatever is the mat- 

; ter with us. It was faid of Luther, That, in 
___ ~prayer, he got what he pleafed from God; and there 
is fomething of this power withGod, that every 


27, 28. Thou fhalt make thy prayer unto him, and he 
Shall hear thee; and thou fhalt pay, thy vows: thou 


ed unto thee; and the light fhall fhine upon thy ways. 
I mind a word of Tertullian, Celum tundimus et 
mifericordiam extorquemus: _We knock at heaven, 
andthe merciful heart of God flies open, which 
we bring away with us, © - nce pepier 4 
_.. 3. If God allows us to pofeshim with. our 
- queftions, then hence I infer, that well may. 
we allow him to pofe ws with his queftions: if 
we may afk Gop queftions. with. all bumilty; 
then furely God may afk us queftions with all 
authority. You will fay, What .queftions does God 
afe us? There are fome queftions he is afking 
at the wicked; fome he is afking at the godly. 
~ . (1.) I will tell you a queftion, or two that he 
is afking at the wzcked, who live in the contempt 
of all his rich offers of grace: He afks you, O 
fools, when: will you be wife? (For gaining. of 
time, I fhall not cite all the fcriptures.I will 
mention.) He afks you, How Jong will ye love 
vanity, and follow after leafing? How long ye fimple 
ones, will ye love fimplicity? Prov. i. 21. He atks 
you, O Ferufalem,. wilt thou.not be made, clean? 
When fhail it once be? —He is atking you, © fal- 
den finner, faying, Adam, where art thou? What 
a finful miferable ftate art thou now into?— 
He is afking you, O unconverted foul, What con- 
cord kath Chrifi with Belial? What fellow/bip bath 
righteoufne/s with unrighteoufue/s ? What communion 
bath light with darknefs? Can two walk. together 
except they be agreed? You have no communion 
with God in that ftate.—He afks you, O kar 
and /wearer, What fball be given to thee, thou falfe 
tongue? Will it not be /harp arrows of the mighty, 
and coals of juniper, if thou repenteft not? —He 
afks you, O debauched drunkard, Who hath wo 
who hath redne/fi of eyes, who hath forrow? Is it not 
they that tarry long at the wine? —He atks you, O 
nger, adulterer, Sabbath-breaker, and other- 
rofane perfons, What fruit had you in the/e 
things whereof ye ow a/bamed? — He afks you, 
— O rebellious finner, How oft would I have gathered 
you, as a hen doth her chickens under her wings, and 
e wou ) houfe of Irael? — 
er, Do you thus re- 
e? What iniquity 
departed far from 
ing finner, Why 
thy b 
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‘believer hath, according to that word, Job xxii. 


Shalt alfo decree a thing, and it hall alfo be eftablifh- 
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drink, did you not eat Sor yourfelves, and drink for your- 
Selves? Was it not for yourfelves, and not for 
my honour? /f// be a lather, where ts my honour? 
If Ibe a Mafter, where is my fear? — He afks you, 
O lukewarm Gallio, that cares for none of thefe 
things, flanding, as it were, betwixt heaven 
and hell, ina fufpence; he afks you, Ho-w lon 
will ye halt betwixt tavo opimions? If God be Go 
Sollow him; if Baal, then follow bim.—He aks you’ 
all, zmpenitent Chrifle/s finners, What wil ye do 
in the day of vifitation, in the defolation that Shall come 
Srom far? To whom will ye fly for help? and where 
will ye leave your glory? How Shall ye efcape the 
damnation of hell? . How fhall ye efcape if ye neglect 
Jo great falvation? —— See what an{wer you give 
to thefe queftions that God is afking you; and 
which he afks for your conviction, that ye may 
turn at his reproof, and anfwer with a behold, 
we are vile; and, behold, we come unto thee; for 
thou art the Lord our God. f you will think of 
anfwering thefe queftions thus now, I will tell 
you what God will fay, Becaufe I called, and ye. 
would not anfwer ; the time cometh, when ye [hall 
call, and I will not anfwoer ; yea, Iwill laugh at.your 
calamity, and mock when your fear cometh; when your 
Sear cometh as defolations, and your deftruction as a 
whirlwind, Prov. 1..23,—27. 
(2.) Iwill tell you a queftion or two that God 
is afking bis people; tor, as they afk him, fo he 
afks.them, time about, as it were. He aiks 
you, O- doubting believer, O thow of little faith, 
wherefore didft thou doubt ?, What reafon have you 
to doubt of my love, and to doubt of my kind- 
nefs ?—He afks you, O ftrong believer, Who made 
thee to differ? By grace ye are-what ye are.—He 
afks you, O /ecure believer, What, Could you. not 
watch with me one hour? Is this your kindne/s to your 
jriend? —He atks you, O. carele/s believer, What 
do you more than others? Should you not ftudy to 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect? Are 
you fo fosli/h, having begun in the Spirit, to end in 
the flefb? —He afks: you, O untender believer, 
that. takes not fo.much heed to your walk be- 
fore the world.as you ought, his queftion is, 
Ought you not to walkin the fear of the Lord, becaufe 
of the reproach of the heathen your enemies? Will 
you caufe the enemies of the Lord to, blafpheme? 
Should not the love of Chrift confirain you? —He 
afks you, O dark believer of ‘little knowledge, 
fave I been fo long with you, and yet baft thou not 
known me, Philip? Might you not by this time 
have been. teachers; yet you need to be taught 
what are the firft principles of the oracles of God? — 
He afks you, O /egal believer, that art feekin 
comfort in your duties more than in Chrift. 
Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by 
the hearmg of faith? For much of this legal tem- 
per is even in the beft, feeking comfort in their — 
own duties, privileges, attainments, enlarge- 
ments, and experiences, more than in Chritt. 
His queftion to you is, Why feck ye the living a- 
mong the dead? Are you not married to Chritt, 
and fo your old hufband the law is dead? We 
are become dead to the law by the body of Chrift, and 
married to another, evento him who is raifed from the 
ld bring forth fruit unto God, Rom. 


= 


rother's eye, yor 


2.64. 
as thy requefi? It fhall be granted to the half of the 


kingdom; yea, to the whole of the kingdom.—— 
tell him what you are feeking, and feek his 
grace to anfwer his queftions, as you would 
with his condefcenfion to anfwer yours. 

«.. Are you feeking great things for yourfelves? 


at is but a forry matter. Are you feeking a 


"od frame, a tender frame? That is but a little 
thing. Are you feeking heaven and /falvation! 
That ignot much for God to give; but he would 
have you feeking more. Are you feeking a new 
heart, anda fupply of all your wants? That is 
fomething; God may get fome glory this way: 
but he would have you feeking more. Are you 
feeking grace and glory, and every good thing, even 
all the purchafe of Chrift? Well, that is much, 
but God hath more to give; and would have 
you feeking more yet. What then? Are you 
feeking God and Chri, and the Spirit;and all the 
fulne/s of God? That isan errand indeed. Where 


fits that perfon that would have God and all 


his fulnefs? God is faying of that poor crea- 


ture, My blefling be upon him; for I will get. 


great honour and glory by that feeker: Your 
hearts fhall live that feek God.— Thus, I fay, fee- 
ing God allows you to pofe him with your que- 
ftions, you may expect that he will po/e you with 
his queftions; and fee what anfwer you can 
make to them. ey 

4. If God allows you to prefs bim with your 
commands, hence I infer, That there’ is. in- 
finite reafon, that he gre/s you with his com- 
mands, andthat youobey them. Hecommands 
you to believe; This 1s bis great commandment, that 
ye believe in the name of bis Son, He commands 
you to love him; Thou /halt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, foul, firength, and mind. He 
commands you to love one another. \f any thing 
engage you to obey any of his commands, it 
will be the love he manifefts in condefcending 
toletyou pofe him with your doubts, ahd prefs 
him with your adoes; and in condefcending 
to fend the Son of his love out of his bofom, to 
purchafe by his blood this freedom and bold- 
nefs that you may ufe with God, who, among 
other commands, doth command you toa him, 
and command him. / 

5. Hence fee, what things we are efpecially to 
afk of God for ourfelves and others, namely, 
Things to come. Future things that are always 

-to come. ' Things of this world are vanifhing 
and perifhing things; they are not things to 
come: but all f{piritual bleffings, are things to 
come; and thefe we fhould feek for ourfelves 
and for our children. I give inftances of fome 
of them. “pas V3 1 ae 
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_(4.) Spiritual conflation is a thing fill to come; 
it is called everlafting confolation; it grows upon 
an everlafting root: though it is not ftill flou- 
rifhing here, yet it iffuesin rivers of plea/ure that 
are at God’s right-hand for ever. — . 

(6.) Communion with God in Chrift, by the Holy 


Ghof, isa thing to come. This, and all the 
reft of thefefpiritual bleflings have abeginning, 
but they have no end: The Lord /hall be thy ever- 
lafting hfe, and thy God thy glory. 4 


~ Ina word, the great leading bleffing re 


fhould afk of God, is God him/felf, and all thefe 
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with your commands? Then beware of irregu- 
lar ways of doing it. There are two ways 
wherein people may be irregular in their de- 
mands; that is, either, 1. When the matter of 
their demands is unlawful: or, 2. When the 
manner wherein they make their demands is 
wrong, though the matter were right. 
[t.]} I fay, we are to beware of irregularity 
as to the matter of our queftions or demands: 
that is, coming to God with /inful quettions ; 
fuch as thefe following. © ae 0 8 
_t, We are not to afk fuch a queftion’as that, 
How doth God know? And is there knowledge in the 
moft High? Pfal. \xxiii. 11. Indeed, whenever 


you indulge yourfelves in fecret fins, which 


- 
e+” 


you would not have the world to fee; the lan- 
guage of your heart is, How docs God know? But, 
He that made the eyes, [hall he not fee? He that gives 
man knowledge, fhall be not know? Yea, His under- 
flanding is infimte. The Lord is the God of knowledge, 
and by him actions are weighed. He fearcheth Feru-' 
Jalem as with a lighted candle. Do not queftion 


his omnifciency; for, as he fees in fectret, ‘to re- 


ward openly them that fear him; fo he fees in 
fecret to punifhopenly them that fear him not. 


. _ 2, Weare not to afk him fuch a queftion as 


that, Who /hall afcend to heaven, to bring down 
Chrift? or, who /hall defcend into the depths, to bring 
up Chriff? Rom. x. 6, 7, 8. We are difcharged 
to fay it in our hearts; and: yet the heart is 
ready to fay it when we are hearing the word, 
and hearing Chrift offered in it: O! he is -far 
away; he is in heaven; there is no winning to 
him: nay, but we are not to fay fo; for he is 
nigh, when his word is nigh; He is in this word 


of faith which we preach. Now, this word, fays 


the Holy Ghoft, is even in our mouths, and in 
our hearts. The word is in our mouths; and 
when we find it there, we fhould eat it; Thy 
words were found of me, and I did eat them, Jer. xv. 
16. And when the word is in your mouth, 


—Chrift is there; and you fhould feed upon him 


infidelity Hath a mouth full of blafphemy, 


frre was kindle 


in the word as well as in the facrament.’ And 


as the word is in your mouth, fo it is in your 
heart that you may embrace him. But, 
_ 3. We arenot to afk fuch a queftion as that, 


: Can God furni/h a tablein the wildernefs? Can he give 


us bread to eat? Can he provide fle/h for his people ? 
Pfal. lxxviil. 19. This is the queftion of unbelief; 
Can God provide fupply for my temporal or 
fpiritual neceffities? Can he pardon fuch fins 
as mine? Can he fubdue fuch corruptions as 


mine? Can he fupply fuch wants as mine? How © 
can thefe things be? Oh! blafphemous unbelief! » 


What cannot a God of infinite power do? This 


What anfwer gave God to this queftion to If 
yrael? It ey: God heard and was wroth; fo a 
d againft Facob, and anger came up a- 


ua ganf Vrael, becaufe they beheved not in God, nor 


ed in bis fabvation, | 
e are not to afk fuch a queftion as that, 
have we fafled, and thou haft not feen? 
re have we afflicted our fouls, and thou takeft 
ledge? Ma. viii. 3. This isthe language 
Es en Ere 
pocrit who hath an over- 
»s; Wherefore have 
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proud boafting of what he had done for God, 
and what obligations he laid upon Heaven: a 
poor believer is of another fpirit, let him. do 
never fo much, he fees all his righteoufnefs 
to be rotten rags, a menftruous cloath; my 
tears need to be wafhen in the blood of the 
Lamb. Again, : 

5. It is not fafe to afk fuch a queftion as tha : 
Lord, what /hall this man do? John xxi. 21. Some 
that are attached to a refpeét of perfonspin or- 
der to follow them, may be ready to fay, What 
will this man, or that man do? What courfe 
will this minifter, or that minifter take? What 
fide will this or that man turn to, when debat- 
ablethingscaft up? But fuchaquettion is juttly 
anfwered with another, fu¢h’as Chrift put to 
Peter in that place, What is that to thee? Follow 
thou me. Take you the plain road of ‘duty, 
without troubling yourfelf with what this or 
that man will do. Blefled are they that follow 
the Lamb whitherfoever he goeth: follow noné 
but as they follow Chrift. got 

6. We are not to afk him fuch a queftionas 
that, Where is the promife of his coming? 2 Pet. ii. 4. 
This is the language of the gracele/s and profane, 
who would with, with all their hearts, that 
Chrift would never come again, and put the 
evil day far from them, that they may take 
leave to indulge themfelves in all manner of 
fin, becaufe fentence againft evil works ‘is not 
{peedily executed; but know, that Chrift will 
come to judgment, as certainly as if juft you 
now beheld him; Behold, hé cometh with clouds, 
and every eye {hall fee him ; and they alfo which have 
pierced him, and all nations fhall wail becaufe of hint. 

7. Weare not to afk fuch a queftion as that, 
Who will fhew us any good? though there bemany 
that fay fo, Pfal: iv. 6. This is the queftion of the 
covetous worldling, and which Chritt cautions his 
difciples againtt, Say not, What fhall we eat, and 
what /ball we drink, and wherewithal fhall’ we be 
cloathed? Be careful for nothing ;\ bit caft all your 
care upon him, who careth for you. But, if you 
will fill your hearts with anxious cares and co- 
vetous queftions to that purpofe, Who will /bew 
us-any good? Then fee what anfwer you will 
make to that queftion that Chrift afks you, 
What /hall a man profit, if he gain the whole world, 
and lofe his own foul? yas 
__ 8. We are not to afk fuch a queftion as that, 
What have we to do with thee, fefus, thou Son of 
God ? Mat. viii. 29. This is the language of the 
devil; and yet fuch devilith hearts are among 


a 


4, 
+ 
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foolifh as to trouble ourfelves about thefe 
things. What have we to do with them? Lord, 
pity fuch creatures, for they are as like the de- 
vil as they can look, What have we to do with 


thee, Fefus, thou Son of God? 
[2.] As we are to beware of irregularities as 


i the matter of our queftions or demands, fo 


ikewife, we are to be cautious as to the manner 
wherein we make our demands. We are al- 
lowed,to afk queftions, fuch as I mentioned in 
the doctrinal part; and to make demands, fo 
far as the promife goes, and to do it regularly ; 
that is, in a way of acknowledging God’s fo- 
vereignty, and in a way of fubmiffion thereto. 
I mention thefe two, becaufe they feem both to 
be pointed out to us in the preceding context 
here. . 


1. Our demands ought to be ina way. of 
acknowledging God's /overeignty and power, 
which we have exprefied here, Ifa. xlv. from 
the beginning of the chapter; where you fee 
the great God raifing up Cyrus to accomplifh 
his merciful purpofe concerning Ifrael, in de- 
livering them from their Babylonifh captivity; 
wherein he was aneminent type of Chrift, our 
great Redeemer: he names Cyrus here, as the 
inftrument of Ifrael’s deliverance, two hundred 
and ten years before it came to pafs; and God 


puts honour upon him, by. calling him his _ 


Shepherd, chap. xliv. 28.; his /ervant, his anointed, 
that was to perform all his pleafure: intimating to 
us, by the bye, that it is the greateft honour of 
the greateft men to ftand up for the deliverance 
or defence of the church and people of God; 
for, though they were pagans, as Cyrus was, 
God will put fome honour upon them, and 
take fome notice of them:.and whom. God 
honoureth we ought to honour. But Cyrus, 
mean time, was only the inftrument; a fove- 
reign God was the efficient caufe of their deli- 
verance: he armed Cyrus with invincible pow- 
er, fee ver. 1, 2, 3, 4. Here we fee the fovereign 
power of Godaflerted, that though there fhould 
be nations, and kings, and crooked places, and iron 
gates, in the way of the deliverance of God’s 
people; yet when his time comes, he will fhew 
his irrefiftible power in creating falvation for 
them, ver. 5, 6, 7, 8. Let God’s children beware 
of thinking their cafe defperate; for God will 
create deliverance when it is needful, and no- 
thing can withftand him. When we would 
come to God with our queftions and demands, 
about the delivering of his people, or the re- 
covering of his work; we are not tothink it can 
be a difficulty to God, though there be moun- 
tains in the way. How eafily can he effectuate 
what he allows us to demand? Hecan as eafily 
bring about his work, as hecan make the dew 
to fall down upon the grafs, faying as here, 
ver. 8. Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let 
the fkies pour down righteoufne/s: let the earth open, 


and let them bring forth falvation, and let righteou/ne/s — 
Spring up together: I the Lord have created it. He 


Shall be as the dew to Ifrael, Hof. xiv. 5. 


2. As our demands ought to be in a way of 
_ acknowledging his abfolute power and fove- 


; fo alfo in a way of /ubmiffian to him, 


a way of ftriving with him, as you © 
Wo to him that firiveth with his 


reftle with him; 
ra elena 


y, we muft 


Answ. We frrive with God, when we live in 
jm, contrary to the challenges of the word and 
Spirit; when we reff? the motions of the Spirit: 
we ftrive with him when we come to afk coun- 
fel of him with our idols in our hearts, and with 
a refolution to hugg them: we ftrive with him 
when, notwithftanding of his large promifes, 
we will not delieve what he fays: we ftrive with 
him, when, inftead of prefling him with our 
demands, according to his word, we pre/cribe 
to him; and, inftead of waiting on him, amt 
him to our time and way: we ftrive with him, 
when, inftead of walking m his hght,,and ac- 
cording to the rule of his word, we follow our 
own light, or any falfe light, and not the word; 


bit our own views and interpretations of the — 


word. ‘ oa a oak Ge 4 
Now, we fee here two things, vz. that it is 
both dangerous and unnatural to ftrive with God. 


word, without explaining the word by the 


(1.) It is dangerous ; for it brings a wo upon 


men that do fo; Wo to him that firiveth with his 
Maker. It brings even a wo upon the children 
of God themfelves, when they. want due fub-. 
miffion to him: it brings much mifchief upon 
them; for, though the Lord pardon their fins, 
yet he may take vengeance upon their inventions. 
And they bring feveral woes upon their own 
heads. Wotothem; for, thus they want ftill 
peace of confeience, and. much {weet acce/s to God 


with boldnefs, that otherwife they might en-_ 


joy. Wotothem; for, they cut themfelves 
off from many {weet expreflions of God's love. 
which..otherwife they might have. Wo to 
them;. for,, they bring heavy judgments, both 
temporal.and fpiritual, upon themfelves: for, 
though be will not, take away bis loving-kindnefs 


from hisown ; yet he will vifit their miquities with 


rods, and their tranfgreffions with firipes, Pfalm. 
Ixxxix. 32, 33.. But again, alle 

(2.) As it is dangerous, fo it is unnatural. For) 
a thing that is made to ftrive with its Maker; 
fora creature to ftrive with its Creator; for 
the clay to ftrive with the potter, what more 
unnatural! God hath more fuperiority over 
us, than the potter hath over the clay; are we 
equal matches to ftrive together! It is as if 
clay fhould ftrive with the porter, and blame 


his hand for not framing it.aright. And _ 
further, how unnatural is it, as verfe ro. for 


one to fay to his father, What begattef thou? or to 


the woman, What haft thou brought forth? Shalla 


child call his parents to an account for his ge- 
neration and birth? A child hath not fo much 
its being of the parent as we have ours of God, 
in whom we live, move, and have our being: and 
the mother doth not bear about the child fo 
long before the world fees it, as God did bear 
ever they came to the world. “eh 
Thus it is odious and unnatural to ftrive a- 
gainft God. When God therefore injoins us 
to afk and command, furely it is in a fubmif- 
five way he requires us to do : ; 
we fee his fovereignty, and fubmit to it, then 
ly.— So much by way of caution. 
ufe, is for examination and 
mine areas befor 
J 


about his children in the eternal decree, before | 


A 
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afk and demand regularly, and fuccefsful- 3: fe 
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the works of his hands, and fee what he fays 
of you. Put all queftions that concern im- 
mortal fouls upon God; and if you will put 
him to it, he will anfwer them. Here I will 
tell you of a few queftions, both for the natu- 
ral man, and for the /piritual man. 

[1.] For the natural man, there are thefe two 
or three queftions may be afked of God. 

1. What fays God of that man that thought 
himfelf well-qualifed for going to the Lords 
table; and thinks himfelf fomething, while 
yet he never faw himfelf to be a child of the 
devil by nature; nor ever knew what it is to 
be filled with felf-abhorrence upon a view of 
the glory of God? The Lord fays to that man, 
He that thinks himfelf to be fomething, while he is 
nothing, decerveth himfelf, Gal. vi. 3. Self-conceit 
is felf-deceit; and fuch a conceity perfon was 
not fit for.God’s table. 

1. What fays God to that man, that thinks 
it an ea/y thing to communicate; that can doit 
as eafily as he can fit down at his ordinary 
meal; and never found any difficulty in it; and 
wonders to hear God’s people complaining of 
difficulties, oppofitions, and temptations; but 
is ready to blefs himfelf, that he was never 
troubled with any of thefe things? God fays of 
- him, That while the ftrong man keeps the houfe, the 
goods are at peace, Luke 11.21. The devil was ne- 
ver banifhed out of that man’s heart, otherwife, 

he would find, as God’s people do, all the de- 
vils in hell, and corruption of their bofom op- 
pofing him: he was never yet in the ftrait way 
that leadeth to life. rot te 
--3. What fays God to that man who never 
faw any thing of the myflery of imquty that is in 
his heart, nor knows the plagues of his own 
heart; but thinks always he had a good heart 
to God, and who thinks he was always fo 
ftrong in holinefs, that he-was never fuch a 
great finner as other people have been; that 
was always fo ftrong in the faith that he hath 
trufted in God all his days and fo ftrong in 
grace that ‘he was never afraid for the devil, 
or his works? The Lord’ fays”of that man, 
that he is an utter ftranger to God and himfelf 
both: © As'to his’ good heart, God fays, He that 
trufts in bis own heart is a fool; for, the heart is de- 
ceatful above all things, and defperately wicked. And 
ds-to his frength that he boafts fo mightily of, 
God fays, That'even the youths‘fhall faint, and’ be: 
weary, and the ftrong, and-young man fhall utier- 
ly fall, Wa. \x. 30. while they that! wait upon’ the 
Lord, under a fenfe of their own weaknefs, 
forall renew their firength. Such‘as thus put con® 
dence in the flefh, fhall fall into ruin. ~~ -° ~~ 

4. What fays'God of thefe people, who think 
they do a great deal, when they go about’ the 
out-fide of ordinances and dtities, and ‘go: to 
fermons and facraments to keep up their good 
name, and the credit of a profeflion before the: 
world? God fays, They bave a name to live, and 
are dead; and that. they havea form ‘of godline/s, 
but want the power of it; and that many /hall fay 
to him in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not eaten 
and drunk in thy prefence ; to whom be will fay, De- 
part from me, I know you not, Mat. vii. 22, 23. 

5. What fays God of that man that ventur- 
ed to a communion-table, and yet is gro/ly igno- 
rant of the principles of religion; and zmmoral 
in his walk and converfation; being a habitual 
drunkard, {wearer, liar, whoremonger, or the 
like? God fays, What badft thou todo to declare my 
fratutes, or to take my covenant in thy mouth, feeing 
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thou hateft infiruction, and-cajffeft my law behind thy 
back? Pla 1.16. Yea, God fays, He that eateth 
and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna- 
tion to himfelf, not difcerning the Lord’s body, 1 Cor. 
set 20. | 

6. What fays God of thefe that venture to 
the Lord’s table, and yet never knew any thin g 
lefs or more of a work ofgrace upon their hearts; ; 
that know nothing-of a law or gofpel- work 
upon them; and that were never dead to the 
law, nor divefted of their own righteoufnefs in 
point of juftification; that never were made to 
fly to the righteoufnefs of Chrift alone, as their 
only claim for heaven, and their only ground 
of acceptance with God? What fays God of 
thefe that never knew any thing of this, and 
yet ventured to God’s table? God fays, Friend, 
how cameft thou in hither, not having the wedding- 
garment? Take him, bind him hand and foot, and caft 
him into utter darkne/s, Mat. xxii. 12, 13. 

7. But what fays God of all them who defie 
all thefe ordinances, word and facraments, and 
give not a fig for them’ God fays to fuch, Bee 
hold ye defpifers, wonder and perifh! If they thai de- 
Jpifed Mofes’s law did perifh without mercy, of bow 
much forer punif/hment fhall they be thought worthy, 
who have trodden under foot the Son of God, and count- 
ed the blood of the covenant, wherewith Chritt was 
Janctified, and fet apart, an unholy thing? Heb. x. 
29. Do you thus fpit upon God’s face, and tell 
him you care not for his kindnefs, you care 
not though Chrift had never died, and though 
his death were never remembered in the world? 
Youthus excommunicate yourfelves from grace 
and glory, and all the privileges of the Chrifti- 
an church. © 

[2.] There are fome queftions that concern 
the /piritual man, and which the poor believer 
would gladly afk: God, if he durft. But feeing 
you cannot be fatisfied till you hear God’s mind 
about them, ‘bring them forth! 

1. Then, What faysGod toa man that would 
gladly take hold of Chrift, but fears there was 
never fuch 2 wvile; ba/e, ugly monfier in all the 
world that came to Chrift and got a welcome? 
God fays, All that the Father hath given me, fhall 
come unto me; “and‘he that cometh, be what he will, 
Twill’ m‘no'wife caft out. Though your fins be as 
Jearlet and crim/on, ye fhall be as white as fnow. 
Though there was never one in the world like 
you, yet it is not the matchlefinefs of your 
condition, that fhall keep you out of\ heaven, 
it is unbelief: Therefore, be the cafe what it 
will, come, and welcome to Chrift; when you 
come toChrift, God gets fatisfaction for all your 
fins, though they were athoufand times greater 
than you can imagine they are. | ) 

2.’ What fays God‘to a man‘that would wil- 
lingly have Chrift; and ftrike’a bargain with 
him, but hath fuch experience of a deceit/ul and 
defperately wicked heart, that he fears he fhall 
fall away’ again’to the fcandal-of religion? 
God fays;' J will make an everlafting covenant with 
you, that I will turn away from you to do you good ; 
but I will put my fear im your heart, that ye fball not 
depart from me: He fays that, Jf any man fin we 
have an' Advocate with the Father, Fefus Chrift the 
righteous, who is the propitiation for our fins ; and 
therefore,” though you fall, you\fhall arife; and 
though you fit in darknefs, the Lord fhall be a light 
unto you: only bargain honeftly with him, and 
take him honeftly for holinefs as well as for 
heaven; and fure Iam, every. honeft believer 
will take him for fanctification as well as con- 
folation. 
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folation. No temptation /hall take you, but fuch as 
is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
fuller you to be tempted above that you are able; but 
will with the temptation alfo make a way to efcape, 
that ye may be able to bear wt, 1-Cor. X. 13. 

3. What fays Godtoa man, that, upon folid 
grounds, maintains his intereft in Chri, and hath 
gotten it fealed to him now and then at a facra- 
ment; yet the heart of him fill goes a whoring 
after fome idols andfins, not only through infirmity, 
but oft-times, with fomedegreeot prefumption, 
while he turns flothful and unwatchful! God 
fays, Though he will pardon their fins, yet he will 
take vengeance on your inventions. He will viftt your 
iniquities with rods, and bruife you in the mortar 
of tribulation, till the juice of the old Adam be 
f{queezed out of you; Yet his loving-kindne/s will 
he not utterly take away, nor fuffer his faithfulne/s to 
fail; his covenant he will not break, nor alter the word 
that is gone out of his mouth, Pfal. lxxxix. 32, 33,34. 

4. What fays God toa man that, with hum- 
ble boldnefs and holy fear, and brokennefs of 
heart, is venturing, upon good ground, to own 
his intereft in Chrift, faying, 1 am my Beloved's, and 
be is mine? God fays, His defire is towards you ; 
but let bim that fiandeth, take heed left he fall: Go up 
from the wilderne/s leaning upon your Beloved. 

s. What fays God to a perfon that is daily 
judging binyelf for an hypocrite and .an atheyt, and 
thereupon perfuades himfelf that God will con- 
demn him? God fays that perfon is a liar; for, 
He that judgeth himjfelf, fhall not be judged; God 
will never judge him nor condemn him with 
the world, 1 Cor. xi. 31, 32s Do you find. your- 
{elf to be a felf-condemned creature, and law- 
condemned, and feeno fhift in all the world for 
you, but Ghrift,,as a ranfom and propitiation, 
and think it a good fhift.too, and thereupon 
hath fled to him for refuge? There are two 
immutable things, the word and. oath of God, 
wherein it is impoflible. for God to lye; that 
ftand firmer than the pillars of heaven for thy 
ftrong confolation. SA ee en 

6. What fays God to a perfon who, upon 
examination, finds al/ wrong with-hims,and.yet 
ventures upon the mercy of God in Chritt,, a- 
gainft all hope, and againtt all appearances? 
God fays, That you are one of the-moft trufty 
friends that he hath in all the world;..yoware 
a true child of Abraham, the friend,of God. They 
that truft in the Lord fhall be lke mount Zion, which 
cannot bé removed, &c. Put all thefe, and fuch 
like queftions to God, and he will anfwer them. 


The fourth ufe I defigned, was for. exhortation, 
which I only offer in a word. If God allows 
you, and enjoins you to pofe him with your 
doubts, and: prefs him with your commands; 
then let all know their przvilege here, and make 
ufe of it. Obey, his call, A/k of him things to come, 
concerning his fons, and concerning the work of his 
hands, command: ye him: prefs ‘him and. put him 
to it, for his church, for. her children, and for 
yourfelves.. .. epg wee os ' 

1. For his church. Plead with him that all 
lands, to which he hath a, mind to do good, 
may have breafts, and may be fpoken for, Song vili. 
8. O let your defires be enlarged both for your 
elder and younger fifters, Ezek. xvi. 61.;, your elder 
fitter the Jews, and your younger filter the 
Gentiles. Plead with him that all the enemies 
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of Zion may be put to /hame, Ma. xi. 11, 12, &e. 
O! Sirs, Lft up a prayer for the remnant that is left; 
and plead with him, that he would raife upa 
generation of faithful paftors in this land, and 
fend them outof his own bofom ; fuch asmay 
not think fhame to own a covenanted work of 
reformation, but may zealoufly appear for the 


reviving and reftoring of it, and that will keep | 


the good old way, and not difturb the church 
of Chrift with new notions and principles: and 
fince witnefling work, and covenanting work 
is the work of God, the work of bis hands, there- 
fore put his own work in his own hand; let 
us not take it out of his hand, nor take it into 
ours, or put it into mens hands; it will be 
marred there: but,put him to it, to carry on 
his own work with his own hand of power, 
He muft build the temple, and bear the glory. Plead 
that heavy yokes may be taken off the church’s 
neck, fuch as yet fhe groans under; and de- 
liverance may be commanded for Jacob. It is 
true, God hath delivered us from the dread- 
ful difturbance that was in this country, by a 
wicked infurrection fince the laft year*: but 
this deliverance, if we be not duly thankful, 
is but a blink before a fhower, as long as no 
reformation takes place; and the power of 
godlinefs is under fuch a difmal decay among 
us, There was filence in heaven for half an hour, 
Rev. viii. 1. Reft'in the church for a little 
time, but quickly followed the found of the 
Jeven trumpets, ver. 2. But,... : 

2. As you would prefs God, and put him to 
it for the mother, fo alfo for her children, Plead. 
for the {pirit of Jove and umityamong minifters 
and; people... Plead that the Lord may fave his 
fervants and people, from every.temptation that 
tends to the marring of his work. . Satan’s af- 
faults, to undermime reformation-work, may 
be bufked up with high pretenfions to zeal for 
the honour of .Chrift; that, for example, he 
may not fuffer fhame or difhonour in the 
world; as when Peter faid, Matth. xvi..22. Far 
be it from thee, Lord; this fhall not be.unto. thee. But. 
Chrift, who faw.the deyil’s black and foul hand 
under: this white and.fair glove, fays to him, 
Get thee behind me, Satan. No doubt,, it was out 


of real love to Chrift, and zeal for his honour, 


that. Peter fpake,.. while he was. not, aware.of 
the enemy: but itis to be remarked, that when 
Satan prompts: any,to fpeak for Chrift’s ho-. 
nour, in one re{pect, he means and defigns to 
difhonour him.in another}. ButthisI wave. 
Again, plead that the f{pirit of /leep and lumber 
may, be put off the,children, that a drouping, 
droufy generation jmay be awakened. : Plead 
that the children,may get all an infatiable de- 
fire, to gain. others that are without, Alas! 
Sirs,.are there not. vaft numbers of gracelefs, 


Chriftlefs, unconverted finners among us, to* 


gether with formalifts and hypocrites,inwhom 
God is not in.all.their thoughts, and in whom 
the ftrong man hath. his lodging? Should we 
not, by our prayers. and: pains, endeavour 
what we can to fpoil hell and fill heaven? 


3. Let us prefs him and put him to it for 


ourfelves. Let us feek the Lord and his firength; 
Jeek bis frength for evermore. Plead that you may 
be cleanfed from all idols, according to his 
mife, Ezek. xxxvi. 25. Then will 1 fprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye {hall be clean; from all your 


* The unnatural Rebellion, here alluded to by our Author, we had formerly occafion to take notice of, p. 251. Air 
+ The affair which our Author here has in his eye, was well enough underftood at the time when delivered... We will have occafion, 


in fome fubfequent difcourfes, where he touches more direétly at the matter, to lay itopen, | 
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filthine/s, and from all yor idols will I cleanfe you. 
And plead the pouring out of the promifed 
Spirit; / wll pour out my Spirit upon all fle/h. I 
avill pour out my Spirit upon thy feed, and my bleffing 
upon thine off-/pring. There will never be good 
days amongtt us, till the Spirit be poured out 
from on high. 

Now, thefe are things that concern bis fons, 
and are according to his will, being things that 
he hath promifed; therefore, let us command 
our King tocommand thefe things forus: Thou 
art my King, O God; command deliverance for Facob. 
Why, fay you, it is only his people and chil- 
dren that arethus charged; andIdo not know 
if | be among the number of thefe. I tell you, 
Sirs, you are all welcome to put God to his 
word; fhift not the call: God here directs his 
fpeech to all who are capable to know or un- 
derftand it. 1. It is directed to all fuch as un- 
derftand thatGod is the Lord; Thus faith the Lord. 
2. It is directed to all who look upon him as 
a holy God, and a God in covenant with Ifrael; 
Thus faith the holy One of Ifrael. 3. It is directed 
to all that know God as their Maker ; Thus faith 
thy Maker. 4. It is directed to all that have any 
queftionstoatk. 5. It is directed to all that have 
any concern about God’s fons, and the work of 
bis hands. 6. It is directed to all'who have any 
thing ado with God, or any fervice for him; 
Command ye me. AllL.thefe he prefles to employ 
him; and if youdoit not, you fin againft him 
as he is the Lord, as he is the holy One of dfrael, 
and.as he is your Maker: you fin againft him in 
all the relations in which he: ftands to you. 
Therefore, in his awful authority, I charge 
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you to afk him, and put him to it, who is both 
powerful and willing to do all for you. 

It may be, you have eflayed this work form- 
erly, without fuccefs; and now you conceive 
things to be defperate, and any more eflays to 
be needlefs. Know, Sirs, that God is not bound 
to keep your time; but he hath bound him- 
felf to fulfil his own word of promife in his 
own time. Therefore, do not fmt him, but 
prefs him, and put him to it; and, for what 
you know, his time may be at, or after this 
occafion, to give you all that you afk and de- 
mand. 


If you would afk and demand with fuccefs, 
I give you only this direction. ‘There is one 
whom he heareth always; that is, Chrift the 
Mediator, to whom he hath given a commif- 
fion, to afk and command what he will con- 
cerning his fons, and all the works of his 
hands, faying to him, as in Pfalm ii. 8. A/k me, 
and Iwill give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the utmoft ends of the earth for thy poffefion. There- 
fore, put all your demands and commands in 
this Mediator’s hand: fend a letter of faith and 
prayer tohim, even though, when you are 
writing the letter, the devil may come and jog 
your hand, and make it all full of blots and 
blurs, yet he can read it, and make fenfe of 
it; yea, he will write it over, as it were, ina 
fair hand, and let his Father fee all the quef- 
tions and commands you have in it; he will 
make them his.own requefts: he will afk and 
command for you; and fo you-{hall have what 
you will, : 
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Crean Warer; of, the pure and precious Blood of Chrif, 
for the ‘cleanfing’ of polluted Sraners.* 


* 


a " ai E,Z,8,K.«, XXXV1,, 25. i orliet igi, =: 
Then will I fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean; from all. your filthinefs, and from all 
your idols, will I ¢leanfe you. 


the mouth of God; and it hath a:refe- 

rence to a certain time, even toa fad 
and finful time, when his great name was 
polluted and profaned; and his. people,,.to 
whom he {peaks had been polluting his. name, 
had polluted themfelves, and.were over run 
-with all abominations; and yet even then, in- 
inftead of drawing his {word of wrath, he, 
in fovereignty, utters a word of grace to.them, 
and opens a door of hope: let menand angels 
wonder at it! Then will I fprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye {hall be clean, .&c. 


T His text isa precious promife uttered by. 


Inthis, and the following context, you may: 
obferve thefe fix gain gs 1. What God will do, 
ae 


‘to them; J will fori ot, &C.. -2« What he 


will give them; Anew heart will I give you, &C.\ 
3. What he will take out of them: / will take a-. 
way the beart of fone. -4. What he will put in. 


them; J will put my Spirit within you. 5. What 


* This Sermon was preached immediately before the adminiftration of the facrament of 


he will caufe them do; J will caufe you to walk im 
my flatutes, and ye fhall ‘keep keep'my judgments, and 
do them. 6. What he will de unto them; J will 
be your God, and ye fhall be my people. Every one, 
of thefe promifes are uttered out of the mouth 
of God, the undertaker for them: they are 
afcertained.unto-our faith, as declarations 
of the decree of heaven, and acts of his fo- 
vereign will; by which will we are fancti- 
fied and faved; and which will our glorious 
Redeemer came to execute with infinite plea- 
fure in his heart, faying, [ delight to do thy will, 
O my God: gq. d. “ It is thy will that I feal all 
“ thefe promifes with my blood? Then, Lo, I 
come : bet heaven and earth, men and angels, 
“ witnefs, that, Lo [ come, with infinite delight 
“ in this work; forthy will is my will; there- 
“ fore, Lo I come to fubferibe thy will with my 
* blood: and let this blood of mine run like 
“ clean water amongft a company of unclean 


the Lord’s fupper, at Dunfermline, Auguft 


10,1746, To which is fubjoined, The Discourses before and at the firlt table, and alfo at the conclufion of the folemnity, — 


* 
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“ finners, for purging and cleanfing them.” 
“ Why then, may the Father fay, I am pleaf- 
“ ed with what thou haft done; and, in tefti- 
* mony thereof, I take this clean water in my 
* own hand, and turn my fpeech tothefe pol- 
“ Juted finners, with this gracious proclama- 
“ tion, Hear and believe; O finner, what my 
“ willis; Zw/l/prinkle clean water upon you, and 
“ ye fhall be clean; from all your filthine/s, and from 
© all your idols will I cleanfe you.” 

Interpeters generally explain this text, of 
juftification and pardon in the blood of Chrift; and 
it feems reafonable to do fo; on two or three 
accounts. 

1. Becaufethe promife of /anctification imme- 
diately follows; both Aabitual fanctification, in 
the promife of the new heart, and the new Spi- 
rit; and actual fanctification, in the promife of 
putting his Spirit mus, and caufing us to walkin bis 
fratutes. And, 

2. Becaufe the clean water here is faid to be 
Jprinkled upon us, and the blood of Chrift is cal- 
led the. blood of /prinkling: and though not the 
blood of Chrift, but the Spirit of Chrift, is moft 
frequently in fcripture exprefled by water; yet 
that water is not ordinarily faid to be /prinkled, 
but poured upon finners; J will pour water on the 
thirfly, and floods on the dry ground, even my Spirit: 
but the fprinkled water is the blood of Chrift. 
Befides, 

3. The Spirit is not faid to be water upon us, 
but water within us; John iv. 14. The water that 
I give, fhall be in him a well of water fpringing up 
to everlafting life; and fo in the context here: 
befides this water to be {prinkled upon us, the 
promife of the Spirit is to be within us; Iwill 
put my Spirit within you. Thefe bleflings go to- 
gether; but yet they are diftinct: the one is 
put upon us, for our juftification; and the other 
put wzthin us for our fanciification. And fo, 

4. The fprinkling of this clean water upon 
us, anfwers the account given us of juftifica- 
tion by the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift 
applied and imputed to us, or f{prinkled and 


putupon us; Even the righteoufne/s of God, which \ 
is by the faith of Fefus Chri unto all, and upon all 


them that believe, Rom. iil. 22. So that by the 
clean water here, we are to underftand the pre- 
cious blood of Chrift. Were is the application of it 
promifed; will /prinkle it upon you. Here is the 
effect and efficacy of it; Ye /hall be clean. And 
here is the extent of that efficacy; From all your 
filthine/s, and from all your idols, will I cleanfe you. 
Here we may diftinguifh betwixt egal defile- 
ment and moral: Lecav defilement, is only 
cleanfed by the blood of Chrift: morat defile- 
ment, by the Spzrit of Chrift, though purchafed 
alfo by that blood that juftifies, yet effectuate 


by the Spirit, whofe work is to fanctify: but. 


all legal defilement, in the eye of the law and 
juftice of God, is removed only by the righte- 
oufnefs, or the blood of Chrift, imputed to us, 
or fprinkled upon us; Weare juflified by bis blood, 
Rom. v. 9. I have fpoken to feveral doctrines 
from the words: another at prefent is this. 


_Osserv. That the blood of Chrift 1s clean water, 
which: God himfelf promifes to apply, with his 
own clean hand; for cleanfing of the unclean, 


‘Here you fee that God, of his fovereign 


good-will towards a number of unclean. fin- 
ners, hath provided clean water, and brought 
it near to you in this promife, Here zs water ; 
what binders you tobe baptized and wafhen? He that 
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believes fhall be faved, and cleanfed. Here we may 
enquire, 

I. How the blood of Chrift is compared to 
water. 

II. In what refpect it is clean water. 

Ill. What way it is applied or /prinkled upon 
the unclean, for cleaning and cleanfing 
of them. 

IV. Speak concerning that cleanne/s, or clean/- 
mg, that is the effect of this {fprinkling of 
clean water. 

V. Make application of the whole fubject. 


I. The blood of Chrift may be compared to 
water in feveral ref{pects. In general, as water 
rifes from the ocean; fo does the blood of Chritt 
from the ocean of the love of God in Chrift, 
who lovedus, and gave himjelf for us, to be a bloody - 
facrifice for our fins. More particularly, 

1. Water being /iquid, when poured out, it 
runs abroad and fpreads; even fo, the blood of 
Chrift, that was poured out upon the crofs at 
Jerufalem, it /pread about, and /pread abroad, as 
it is faid, Zech. xiv. 8. And it fhall be in that day, 
that ving waters fhall go out from Ferufalem; half 
of them this way, and half of them that way. This 
blood fpreads abroad. as far as the gofpel dif- 
penfation doth, of which Chrift fays, Gopreach 
the gofpel to every creature ; publifh remiffion of fin in 
my blood. 

2. Water is penetrating ; when poured out, it 
runs into all the fecret caverns. and pores of 
things it meets with; it finks and fweeps 
through all the open gaps and chinks. of the 
dry. ground on whichiit falls: even fo doth the 
blood of Chrift run in through all the open 

ee of a guilty confcience; it cleanfes from al 
in. ‘ 

3. Water is /oft and penetrable; men may eafi- 
ly dip their whole body into it: even fo, who- 
foever comes to this fountain, may find it as 
eafy to put in their whole man, as to put in only 
a finger of the old man; afingle member of the 
body of fin: nay, as it is-eafier and better for 
a man, that would be wholly wafhen, to caft 
in his whole body into the water all at once, 
than to ftep down and put in his hand or his 
head, or even to wade in by the fide of the 
water with his feet; fo, when faith is acted 
on the blood of Chrift, it is acted beft when it 
plunges wholly into this fountain opened for fin 
and for uncleanne/s. Befides particular acts of 
faith, in improving the blood of Chrift for re- 
moving this and that particular fin, there is 
warrant, in the text, fora general plunge into 
this great depth, for wafhing all fin away; 
From:awwu your filthine/s, and from auw your idols 
will Tcleanfe you. 

“4. Water is common; every one may come and 
draw atthe public'well: even fo, the blood of 
Chrift is a commion: good ; a fountain opened for 
thé houfe of David, and inkabitants of JFerufalem, 
Chrift is a Saviour of finners by office; We have 

Jeen and do teftify, that the Father bath Jent the Sow 


to be the Saviour of the world, John iv. 14. Hence; 


whofoever will, is welcome to come and take 
to come and wath, &¢. Li} pss 
5. Water is u/éful in many refpects: It is a 
bath to nature, that the God of nature hath’. 
appointed for purifying things that are pol- 
luted; cloathes, and other things that are pol- 
luted, are ufually wafhed in-water: thus: the 
blood of Chrift is for wafhing and cleanfing 
from all foul-filthinefs here.— Water ausnce 
et 
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eth frre, fo does the blood of Chritt quench the 


fire of God’s vindictive wrath.— Water quench- 
eth thir: God’s juftice thirfted for fatistaction, 
and was fully fatisfied with this blood; and 
the awakened confcience cannot be {atisfied 
any where elfe, but with a drink of this warm 
‘blood of the facrificed Lamb of God, this wa- 
ter that gufhed out of the {mitten rock. — Wa- 
ter /oftens the earth; it is faid to be made /oft 


with fhowers: O! nothing foftens a hard heart’ 


_ like the water of the blood of Chrift! They /hall 
look on him whom they have pierced, and mourn. — 
‘Water heals wounds in the body: O Sirs, the 
blood of Chrift is the healing water; By bis 
firipes we are healed. — Water makes the earth 
green, flourifhing, and fruitful: even fo the blood 

_ of Chrift, applied by the Spirit, makes all the 
trees of righteoufne/s bring forth their fruit m their 
feafin, | 

6. Water is a mean of life; we cannot live 
without it; many perifh for want of it: even 
fo, the blood of Chrift is the mean of fpiritual 
and eternal life; we cannot live without it; 
and multitudes perifh for want of it, and for 
not making ufe of it when it is offered to them; 
Verily, verily, Lfay unto you, Except ye eat the fle/h 
of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life 
in you: He that eateth my fle/h, and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life, and I will raife him up at the loft 
day, John vi. 53, 54. . 
7. Water is free, cheap, and ea/y to be had; it 
is a common element, and none are barred 
from it, but fuch as debar themfelves: even 
fo, the blood of Chrift, and the bleffings there- 
of, are free; they will coft you nothing: Ab, 
every one that thirfteth, come unto the waters; be 
that hath no. money, come; buy wine and milk, with- 
out money and without price, Ua.lv.1. If you would 
have water out of a corked bottle, you mutt 
‘draw out the cork, or elfe want; but this wa- 
-ter fends forth ftreams of bleflings freely, with- 
out our labour or merit. 43 

8. Water is plentiful; we may have enough 
‘of water if we will: even fo, there is plenty of 
‘blood that Chrift hath fhed; here you may all 
drink, and be filled; here you may all wath, and 
be cleanfed: there are waters in abundance 
here; I will fprinkle clean water upon you. In the 
original, it is in the plural number, waters. 
There is plenteous redemption here; plenty of 
‘merit, plenty of efficacy in the blood of Chritt; 

_ enough for you and for a thoufand worlds. 


Il. The /econd thing propofed, was, To fhew 
-in what refpect it is clean water. This queftion 
is of the more moment and concern to us, in 
‘regard thar, 
clean water, 


if the blood of Chrift had not been 
it could never have removed our 
i r made us clean; but God here 
Twill fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 


clea 
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body thou haft prepared me; that is, a human na- 
ture to bea facrifice for fin. 

2. The blood of Chrift is clean water in re- 
{pect of the conveyance of it; for, he was “ con- 
“ ceived by the power of the Holy Ghoftin the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, 

“-yet without fin ;” therefore it was faid, That 
holy thing which fhall be born of thee, hall bé called 
the Sonof God: that holy thing contracted no filth, 
by comingofthefirft Adam; nocontamination, 
by being born of a finner, as will further ap- 
pear by what follows. 

3. The blood of Chrift is clean water in re- 
{pect of the /ubjec? of it, or the perfon in whofe 
veins itruns, and from whofe pierced fide came 
blood and water. In his perfon there was a per- 
fect cleannefs, both in refpect of his divine 
and human nature united in one perfon: he 
was naturally clean, as man; and infinitely 
clean as God. 

(1.) I fay, he was naturally clean as MAN: He, 
through the eternal Spirit, offered him/elf without fpot, 
Heb. ix. 14. The fpotlefnefs of his human na- 
ture, was neceflary to his beinga facrifice; and 
its union with the eternal Godhead was necef- 
fary to his being avaluable one. As the legal 
lambs were to be without blemi/h ; fo was Chrift 
a Lamb without fpot, 1 Pet. i. 19. He had no fin 
naturally imputed to him, becaufe he was never 
foederally in Adam, fo as to be hable to the 
imputation of his fin as we are, who defcended 
from him by natural generation. It is true, 

‘fin was imputed to him, when he was made fin, 
to take away the fin of the world; but this was 
not in the covenant with Adam by a legal im- 
putation, but in the covenant of grace or re- 
demption, by his own voluntary fufception: 
as the promife of the /eed of the woman was not 
till after Adam fell ;.fo, if Adam had flayed in 
innocency, Chrift had not been incarnate to 
have been a Mediator for finners; therefore, in 
that capacity, he was not feederally in Adam, 
though he was in Adam in a natural fenfe. 
Befides, he had no fin per/fonally inberent. The 
pollution of our nature was prevented in him 
from the inftant of his conception: the portion 
whereof he was made of a woman was fancti- 
fied by the Holy Ghoft; fo that he was natu- 
rally cleanasman. The purity of the fnowis 
not to be compared with the whitenefs of this 
Lilly of the valley; he is the fpotlefs Lamb of 
God: never was there any fpotlefs or innocent 
flefh in the world but his own, fince the fall 
of Adam; the fecond Adam took our nature, 
but not our defilement. He was naturally 
cleanasman. 
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in fuchacafe, which is impoflible, the rights of 
God, and his honour, had been more invaded, 
inftead of being repaired ; the guilt would have 
been as great in the finner, as the fatisfaction 
could have been in the fufferer; even a fub- 
jective infinitenefs in the facrifice. But none 
of this was poflible; Satan could not charge 
him with any fin, but confeffed him to be holy, 
Mark i. 24. The all-feeing eye of God could 
fee no unholinefs in him, but juftified him as 
holy, and pronounced him clean; For fuch an 
High-prieft became us, whois holy, harnile/s, undefiled, 
Separate from finners, and made higher than the hea- 
vens, Heb. vii. 26. His blood then is clean wa- 
ter indeed, cleaner than the heavens. Impurity 
had been contrary to the dignity of his perfon: 
God could as well be unholy, as the perfon of 
Chrift unholy; his holinefs therefore and clean- 
nefs was infinite: though the holinefs of his 
human nature could not be of itfelf infinite, 
yet it derivedan infinitenefs from his perfon; as 
well as his blood and fufferings derived from 
it an infinite value. Here was clean water in- 
deed, which God himfelf could drink, and did 
fo to the fatisfaction of his juftice; and there- 
fore he glories in it, and injoins us to drink of 
it to the fatisfaction of our hearts and con{ci- 
ences, that we may have joy and peace in beheving. 
4. The blood of Chrift is clean water, in re- 
fpect of the effusion of it. This water was drawn 
out of that clean veffel, with the Father’s clean 
finger; for, it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, Mia. 
liii. 10. Itis true, the Jews fhed his blood with 
defiled hands; Him, being delivered by the deter- 
minate counfel and foreknowledge of God, you have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and flain, 
Aéts ii. 23. Godly men could not have been 
employed in fuch an action as that, of crucify- 
ing the Lord of glory. An artificer ufes a crooked 
tool to do that which he cannot do with a 
ftraight one; but this does not juftify their 
wickednefs; no more than a fair and perfect 
child born, doth juftify the adultery in which 
it was begotten. God may bring about his 
holy purpofe by wicked inftruments: and, in- 
deed, the awaking of the fword of juftice againft the 
man that was God's Fellow, was one of the moft 
holy actions of God, as well as a moft glorious 
work of grace and love. And when God put 
to his holy hand to draw this clean water, and 
{mote the rock, that the water might run out; 
Chrift himfelf, the living rock, poured out the 
water voluntarily; and therefore it 1s faid, 
that when bis foul was made an offering for fin, that 
in his paffion he was active; for, He poured out 
bis foul unto death, fa. lv. 10.—Hence it is clean 
~water in the effufion of it. : 


5. The blood of Chrift is clean water’ in re- 
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fun-beams can be by fhining on a dung-h Ul. 
Error may be mixed with truth; but it will 
not incorporate with it: a river may be mud- 
ded and defiled; but the water will not incorpo- 
rate with the mud; the mud will fink gradu- 
ally, and the water will clear itfelf natively : fo, 
corrupt doétrine puddles the water of the fanc- 
tuary ; but the water will not incorporate with 
the mud: hence it is not muddy error, but cleanly 
truth, that is the veffel wherein this clean wa- 
ter is conveyed unto us; it runs in the channel 
of the divine declaration here, Then will L/prin- 
kle clean water upon you. 


6. The blood of Chrift it clean water in re- | 


fpect of the application of it: not oly the clean 
heart, from which itis poured; butalfo the clean 


hand,by which itis applied. Such was theclean- 


nefs of his heart that was pierced and broached 
to let out this blood, that he could fay, /dehght 
to do thy will; thy law is within my heart. This 
water was his heart blood; and the blood of a 
holy heart, that never had avain,finful thought; 
that never had any thing written in it but the 
law of God, nor engraven upon it, but holmes to 


the Lord. Such is the clean hand that applies it, 
that it is no other than the Holy Spirit of God, | 
to whom, as the efficient, the /prinkling of the blood 


of Chrift is appropriate, 1 Peter i. 2. And here 
the Spirit of God, {peaking in his word, puts 
his infinitely clean hand in this clean water, 
and fays, / will fprinkle it upon you. And again, 

7. The blood of Chrift is clean water in re- 
{pect of the defignation and infiitution of it: it is 


fanctified of God for the purpofe of our puri- | 


fication: Hence their fis faid to be dreadful, 
and their gut egregious, who tread under foot the 
Son of God, and account the blood of the covenant, 
avherewith be was fanctified, an unholy thing, Heb. 
x. 2g. Itis a holy ordinance of God, who ap- 
points no other blood but this to purge away 
fin, and fatisfy juftice; nor could any other 
do it. ai edger 

8. The blood of Chrift is clean water in re- 
{pect of the intrinfic value, and cleanfmg virtueand 
efficacy of it. O! how infinite is the value of 
this water, this blood of Chrift, as it is the 
blood of God; not the blood of the Godhead, 
but of that perfon who was God! Hence it is 


called the blood of the Son of God, 1 John i. 7. And - 


that it was God that laid down his life; Here- 


by perceive we the love of God, becaufe he laid down 


his life for us, 1 John iii. 16. See alfo Acts xx, 28. 
The blood of God muft be valuable blood: it 
was not the blood of a man only, but of him 
who, from all eternity, was conftitute Surety ; 
and who, for four thoufand years, was our 


Surety as the Son of God, before he was our 
“Surety as the Son of man. O! what a word is 
this, The blood of Ged!. Can men or angels {peak 
forth the dignity of it?’ Or can menor angels 


declare the virtue and efficacy of it? O poor 


guilty finner, trembling to think of the great- 


nefs of your guilt and defilement, though — 
you had the whole guilt of all the men on 


finite creatures are capable of. contractin. 
: ‘and before the infinite val 
cy of this blood, w. 
infinitely toh 


clean wat ha 
ing virtu 


eed, for 1 
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of hell. Here is clean water ready to be ap- 
plied for your cleanfing. And hence, 


. Ill. The third general head propofed, is, To 
fhew what way it is applied and /prinkled upon 
the unclean, for their being cleaned and cleanf- 
ed. This fprinkling is fpoken of in allufion 
to the many typical {prinklings under the law; 
fuch as the {prinkling of the lamb’s blood upon the 
door pofts of the houfe, Exod, xii.7. as a fign of 
God’s pafling over and delivering the Ifraelites ; 

-and the fprinkling of the blood upon the leper 
that was to be cleanfed, Lev. xiv. 7. Thus the 


_ fprinkling of the clean water doth fignify the 


application and imputation of the blood of Chritt 
to the finner, who believes in him for the for- 
-givenefs of fin, and cleanfing of him from all 
legal guilt. The blood of Chryf, here reprefent- 
ed by clean water, is the blood of his facrifice, 
with the power, virtue, and efficacy thereof. 
The blood of the facrifice falls under a double 
-eonfideration: 1, As it is fered toGod, to make 
atonement. and reconciliation. 2. As it was 
Jprinkled on other things, for their purging and 
fanctification. Part of the blood, in every pro- 
pitiatory facrifice, was ftill to be /prinkled round 
about the altar, Lev.i.11. And, im the great fa- 
-crifice of expiation, fome of ‘the blood of the 


bullock was to be /prinkled before the mercy-feat 


Jeven times, Lev. xvi. 14. This the apoftle, Heb. 
ix. 19, 20,21,22. exprefles in a fingle inftance: 
therefore the blood of Chrift, as it was the 
blood of his facrifice, falls under this double 


- \confideration, and hath thefe two effects: (1.) As 


-offered by the eternal Spirit, to make atonement, 


and procure eternal redemption. (2.) As it is /prink- 
led, by the fame Spirit, on the con/cience of be- 


lieving finners, to purge them from dead works, See 


Heb. ix. 12, 13, 14. Hence it is called the blood 


of fprinkling, Heb. xii. 24. For we have the fancti- 


fication of the Spirit unto obedience, through the /prink- 
ling of the blood of Fefus, 1 Pet. 1. 2. . | 
Now, what way this fprinkling is effectuat- 
ed may be found out in the text. 
1. It is by a gracious Gop, as the efficient 


~caufe; Then will \ fprinkle clean water upon you: 1 


- Chrift in-his hand, as it were, and applies it. 


wILLdoit. It is God himfelf that undertakes 
this work by the immediate efficiency of the 
Holy Spirit, who is the great Applier of the 
blood of Chrift, and redemption purchafed by 
frit Fite iil. $, 62 Re Se ees es 
2. Itis by a gracious worpD, as the znftrumen- 
tal caufe, that the application 1s made; Thus 
‘sai1TH the Lord, I will fprinkle. It is his word 
‘of promife, and it is his word of power, that 
does the bufinefs: He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear what the Spirit faith im this word. The 
Spirit takes the clean water of the blood of 


2s 


_ by a word of power to the confcience; Awake, 


rth wind, come thou fouth, blow upon our gar- 
y the north wind breeze, may he con- 
ur defilements; by the fouth wind 
e apply the clean water, and breathe 

und of this word, fo as faith 


PRECIOUS 


act faith? Yea, but yet in the matter of juftifi- 
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Chrift’s meritorious blood, that hath purchaf- 
ed your remiflion and cleanfing from all fin 
and guilt. This clean water I bring in my 
hand, as a good reafon without me: why? I 
promife to pardon and purge you: but I have 
a reafon within me, and in my very heart; and 
1tis my own fovereign will, and even my good 
will to you, O finner: it was my will to {mite 
the rock, and provide this clean water for you; 
and now it is my will to fprinkle it upon you, 
and make you clean; and to clean/e you from all 
your filthine/s, and from all your idols. Now, O fin- 
ner, it is to you, and you, and you, that he is 
publifhing his will; and, O Sirs, fhall not a 
willing God make you a willing foul? Wilt thou 
be made clean? 

4. It is by a gracious acT of this gracious 
will, namely, the /prinkling itfelf, which is 
the formal caufe of the application, and fo of 
juftification in the blood of Chrift; that is, juft 
God not imputing your fin to you, but imput- 
ing the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift toyou, 
or fprinkling the clean water upon you. And 
this application being exprefled by /prinkhng, 
feems to point out, 1. Areal and aéfual applica- 
tion or imputation of the blood of Chrift for 
cleanfing the foul, and purging the confcience, 
as water is applied for cleanfing the body. 2.A 
chfe application to meet with the defilement, in 
order to the removing thereof. 3. A fullappli- 
cation, {preading the clean water over all the 
f{pots, to cleanfe from all our filthinefles. 4.A 
hberal application, for fprinkling imports ma- 
ny drops; and though one drop of the blood 
of Chrift is fufficient, yet abundant applicati- 
on is made by this fprinkling. 5. It points. out 
a kindly, careful, and tender application, fuch as 
you are beft able tobear. . 6. A /kilful and gra- 
dually-repeated application; and hence, mention 
is made here of /prinkling, then of cleaning, and 
then of cleanfing. 7. Here is pointed out a per- 
fonal, and particular application; J will /prinkle 
clean water upon x ov: the pronoun you is five times 
come over. in the text; J will fprinkle you with 
clean water, and yE fhall be clean; from all your 
filthine/s, and from all your idols will I cleanfe vou. 
8. Here is pointed out a divine and an effectual 
application, for it fhall gain its end; Ye /hall be 
clean, and I will cleanfe you. — And it is remark- 
able, that in this cleaning and cleanfing bufi- 
nefs, that refpects remiflion and juftification 
from the guilt of fin, itis exprefled pa/fively with 
refpect to us, but adfively with refpect to God; 
I will take the whole bufinefs in hand; only, 


ftand fill, and fee the falvation of God. Why? 


herein you fhall be paffive, and I. will be ac- 
tive: when | fprinkle this clean water upon 
you, ye fhall be pafive; for, Ye sHALL Bk clean: 
but I will be active; for, | w1uL cleanfe you: you 
will have little ado here; yea, nothing ado; 
for, I will. do all. Why? are we not called to 


cation, faith is not fo much an aéfor, as an 


-unlooker ; it is not here an agent but an sited it, 


faith here ftands in op 
I to do, bu 


7 AS eee 


cv, 
Pe 
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water upon you. 2. By a pronunciation of the effect; 
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fin, and of our fpiritual defilement; for, the 


uncleanne/s here treated of, is not phyfical or cor- 


poral, but moral and /piritual only : and it is the 
work of the Holy Ghoft, John xvi. 8. to give 
that conviction of fin that maketh the foul a- 
fhamed before a holy God, and afraid before 
a juft God ; fo that, without application to the 
blood of fprinkling, it cannot appear before 
him without fhame and fear. 

(2.) He di/covers the clean water, and clean- 
fing virtue of the blood of Chrift as the only re- 
medy, the only mean of purification ; For, by the 
Spirit we know the things that are freely given to us 
of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12; and he glorifies Chrift, by  [hew- 
ing the things of Chrift to us, John xvi. 14. The Spi- 
rit is not fent in vain, to fhew us the things we 
can fee of ourfelves: it 1s he that gives the {pi- 
ritual difcerning thereof; even of the excellen- 
cy and efficacy of thefe things. 

(3.) He works faith wherewith we receive 
Chrift himfelf, and his benefits as tendered in 
the gofpel; and particularly acts upon the blood 
of Chrift for cleanfing the heart and con{ftience: 
this faith of the operation of God, comes to the 
fountain for fin and uncleanne/s,and addrefles to God 
with that prayer, Purge me with hyfop, and I fhall 
be clean, Pfal. li. 7. It is fpoken in allufion to 
that general inftitution for the purification of 
all legal uncleannefs, by the water of feparati- 
on made by the afhes of the red heifer, Num. 
xix. 4, 5, 6.; which the apoftle refers to, Heb. ix. 
14; pointing out that application made to the 
blood of Chrift, by which alone we can be juftified 
from all things, fromwhich we could mot be jufiied by 
the law of Mofes. And till this believing applicati- 
onof this blood, or wafhing in this clean water, 
we cannot be freed from a con/czence of fin {po- 
ken of, Heb. x. 2.; that is, a confcience con- 
demning us for fin, and filling us with fhame 
and fear. But faith applying to that blood, 
1. Takes a /piritual view of it, as propofed in 
the gofpel-promife and offer; Look to me and be 
faved. 2. It relies on that blood for cleanfing; 
becaufe Chrifi is fet forth of God, to be a propitiation 
through faith in bis blood. 3. It works herein by 
fervent prayer ; becaute, For all thefe things be will 
be fought by the houfe of Irael; and this we are 
directed unto, Heb. iv. 16. Having fuch an High- 
pricft, let us come boldly to a throne of grace, &c. 
4. Finally, faith acquiefces in the truth and 
faithfulnefs of God tor cleanfing by the blood 
‘of Chrift; and fo is freed from perplexing 
{hatne, and hath doldne/s to enter into the holieft by 

the blood of Fefus. Ei 317362 Fi 

4, The Spirit in this fprinkling, actually 
“communicates the cleanfing virtue of the blood 
‘of Chrift to our fouls and confciences, where- 
‘by we are freed both from damping fhame, 
‘and difcouraging fear. And the ground of 
this aétual communication is three ways ex- 
‘preffed in the text, 1. By an application or tmpu- 
tation of the blood of Chrift ; J wall /prinkle clean 


Ii be clean: upon the fprinkling of the le- 
e is pronounced to be clean. 3. By an ac- 


CY. EAN | WASrie Rs? ORF 


der a vail; evide 


does three things. 1. It takes away guilt and 
obnoxioufne/s to wrath, as it is applied and im- 
puted: the imputation of that blood and righ- 
teoufnefs, fences from the ftroke of offended 
juttice ; for, Being ju/tified by his blood, we are faved 
from wrath through him, Rom. v. 9 
away all loath/omne/s in the fight of God, not from 
Jim, in the abftraét, but from the fer, fo that 
he is as one abfolutely wafhed and purified be- 
fore him, and fo pronounced clean and fair ; 
Thou art all fair, my love. 3. It takes away /hame 
out of the confcience, and gives the foul bold- 
nefs in the prefence of God, Heb. x. 19. This 
is effectuate by that operation here mentioned, 
From all your filthine/s, and from all your idols will I 
cleanfe you. And thus the clean water of the blood 
of Chrift, purges the confcience from dead works to ferve 
the living God. But this leads me next to fpeak, 


IV. To the fourth head, concernin g that clean- 


ne/s or cleanfing that is the effect of this fprink-. 


ling of clean water, or imputation and appli- 
cation of the precious blood of Chrift. Herel 
may touch at the properties of it in the text. 
I only premife, there is a cleannefs before God 
in point of ju/fification, and a cleannefs in point of 
Janétification. Itis the former that this text {peaks 
of, as I fhewed before; the latter feems to be 
the fubject of the following verfes: thefe two, 
though they are diftinct, yet are infeparable. 
Now, the cleannefs fpoke of in the rext, hath 
thefe two properties afligned to it here. 1. It 
is perfect; Ye /hall be clean. 2. It is univerfal ; 


2. It takes © 


From all your filthine/s, and from all your idols will I~ 


cleanfe you. And the reafon of both is here fug- 
gefted, namely, The cleannefs of the water 
{prinkled upon you. = pot 

1. It is a perfect cleannefs. If the {prinkled 
finner were not perfectly cleanfed, it would de- 
tract from the value and.cleannefs of the wa- 
ter; all cleanfing is the fruit of this blood: the 
perfect cleanfing from guilt is wrought imme- 
diately by it; the gradual purging from filth 
is mediate by his Spirit; but it was the pur- 
chafe of his blood. STR 

Quest. How is this cleanne/s perfect, for God pro 
nounceth it fo; Twill fprinkle, and ye /hall be clean?” 

Answ. We may reply to this both negative- 
ly and pofitively. Negatively, This clean wa- 
ter of the blood of Chrift doth not clean perfect- 
ly in time from fin, in refpeé of the /en/e of it; 


fome {parks of the fiery law will fometimes — 


flath in the confcience even of a fprinkled be- 
liever, and the peace of the gofpel may be un- 
ces may be blurred, and 


guilt revived, and the clean water appear as if 
it ran low; perfect peace, and reft, and fenfe 


na! IC 
lood i sxprefled here in 
ncipalities and powers, th 
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er of fin ceafeth to be condemning; for the 
fentence of the law is revoked, a right to con- 
demn. is removed, and fin is not imputed to 
them, 1 Cor. v.19. Where the crime is not 
imputed, the punifhment is not to be infli@ed: 
it is inconfiftent with the being of God to be 
an appeafed, and yet a revenging Judge; for, 
juftice hath accepted of a fatisfaétion made by 
Chrift: the man is legally difcharged, and put 
in the ftate of an innocent perfon, .by the im- 
-putation of the blood and righteoufnefs of 
Chrift: hence, ¢here 2s no condemnation to them that 
are in Chri, Rom. vill. 1... Chrift is the end of the 
law for righteoufne/s, to every one that believeth. 

2. As it isa perfect, fo it is an wniver/alclean- 
nefs: From au your filthine/s, and from ALL. your 
idols will I cleanfe you. The blood of Obrif? cleanfeth 
from au fin. -This clean water wafheth from 
_all guilt: for, fince it is the blood of the Son 
of God, it is as powerful to cleanfe from the 
greateft, as from the leatt fin: the particle al/, 
as but a rational confequent upon the mention- 
ang of fuch arich treafure of blood: Chri? was 

_ delivered for our offences ; not for fome few, but for 
- ALL: and as he was delivered for them, Rom. iv. 


-25.; fo he was accepted for them, as a facrifice of 


a fweet-fmelling favour, Epn.v.2. The fins of 
all that thall believe, ,in all parts, in all ages 
of the world, God made them to meet at the 
‘crofs of Chrift, and laid thenr-all upon bina, Ua. 
liii. 6.; even the fins of all forts and fizes. The 
firft fin we read of cleanfed by this blood of 
Chrift, after it was fhed, was the moft prodi- 
gious wickednefs that ever was committed in 
the face of the fun, even the murder of the Son 
of God; Therefore, let all the boufe of Irael know 
_affuredly, that God hath made that fame Fefus, whom 

ye bave crucified, both Lord and Chrift. Then Peter 
 faid unta them, Repent and be baptifed, every one of 
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of fin doth not ceafe to be finful, yet the pow- 
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of provoked juftice, and placed before the tri- 
bunal of judgment, a ftrong and everlafling 
righteoufnefs of his own compofure, as a vail 
between the piercing eye of divine holinefs, 
and the guilty and filthy ftate of the finner. 
So great a perfon, one equal with God, was 
neceflary for reftoring his honour, and {ancti- 
fying hisname. So preata perfon’s blood was 
neceflary for the purging the fallen creature 
from his guilt and filth. 

In fhort, the reafon of this perfed and uni- 
verfal cleannefs of the fprinkled foul, is the 
perfect and univerfal cleannefs of the water 
wherewith it is {prinkled: it is perfectly clean, 
and wants nothing of infinite perfection: it is 
univerfally clean; it never had a foul fpot in 
it: it is the f{potlefs blood of the fpotlefs Lamb 
of God. Hence, the text makes the cleannefs 
of the wafhed foul to quadrate and corref{pond 
with the cleannefs of the water; J will Sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean. 


V. The fifth general head propofed was the 


application. 1s it fo, That the blood of Chrift is ciean | 


water, which God, by the hand of the Spirit, apples 
for cleanfing of the unclean? Then, 

i. Hence learn the great need of /piritual difeern- 
ing fortaking up {piritual things under outward 
figns ; and {piritual myfteries, under common 
metaphors: for, here the clean water reprefents, 
as in baptifm, the pure and precious blood of 
Chrift; and the blood of Chrift is not to be con- 
fidered materially, but morally: even fo, the 
fprinkling here, is a {piritual fprinkling; and 
the cleanfing, a {piritual and moral cleanfing. 
The blood of Chrift, materially confidered; as 
it ran from the veins of his body, though Pa- 
pifts pretend to have enough of it in referve, 
this isa vain, Wile, ufelefs, and imaginary con- 
ception of it: this corporal and carnal confide- 


you, in the name of Fefus Chri, for the remiffion 
of fins, and ye fhall receive the gift of the Holy 
_Ghofi, Acts ii. 36,38. “ So that nEPate aman, 
_“ as one fays, were able to pull heaven and 


* earth to pieces, to murderall the reft of man- 


ration of it, is of no more avail than the cor- 
poral and carnal application of it; for, as Chrift 
fays, The fle/h profiteth nothing: fo, in this fenfe, 
the blood profiteth nothing. The proper ufe te 
of blood is not to cleanfe; for it defiles and be- 


. “kind, and deftroy the angels, thefe fuperla- {pots any thing whereon it is dropt: but mo- 
i ive parts of the creation; he would notcon- rally confidered, as the fheddin g of blood im- 


AC plies lofs of life and punifhment for a crime; 

fo blood is the expiation of a crime, and a fa- 
_tisfaction to the law for the offence committed 
-againitit. As the fhedding of innocent blood 

does morally pollute a land; fothe fhedding  —_—- 
the blood of the malefactor or murderer, doth 
morally cleanfealand. It is faid, Num. xxxv. 
33: Blood defileth the land; and the land cannot be = 
cleanfed of the blood that is fhed therein, but by a 
blood of him that fhed it. Without the fhedding 
of the blood of Chrift, there would have been 
no remiffion of our fins 


tre fo monftrous ayguile as thefe did, in 
; ot God, whofe perfon 


“« crucifying the Son. 
“ was infinitely fuperior to the whole creati- 
“on.” God then gave here an experiment of 
the ineftimable value of Chrift’s blood, and the 
ineftimable virtue of it; it cleanfeth the guilt 
of all fin, fo as it fhall not be found, Jer.l1.20. By 
this blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift we ftand 
___beforeGod, not only as innocent perfons, but 
f ¥ ho have fulfilled the law, both 2s to 
iz t and penalty, Rom. viii. 4. 
ect and univerfal cleannefs or 
ed upon the cleannefs of 
| on. us in the day of believ- . 
is neceflary for the re- 
linefs ; infinite good- 
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it purges from dead works. Weneedthenthe  (8.) Itis fo clean, that itis univer/ally fo. The - 
{fpiritual difcerning of thefe things. Lord our righteoufnefs is clean every whit ; and 


_ 2. Hence fee the excellency and precioufne/s of hence, he that is wafhed here is clean every 
the blood of Chrift; and the valve and virtue of whit. His nature was a.clean nature; his 
it. God himfelf here calls it clean water; and heart was a clean heart; his thoughts were 
pronounces them clean who are fprinkled with all:clean thoughts; his lips were clean lips; 
it. It is clean and fpotlefs blood; clean and no guile was found there; his actions were 
clear water, wherein we may feeclearly thein- allcleanand holy actions; his obediencea clean 
finite evil of fin, that cannot be wafhed away obedience; his fuffering and fatisfaCtion alto- 
but here; the infinite juftice of God, thatcould gether clean. The perfeét and univerfal clean- 
not be fatisfied with any other water; and fee ‘nefs of this water, is the reafon of the perfect 
the glory of God here in all his perfections. and univerfal cleannefs of the faints even here 
The righteoufnefs of Chrift is a clean, a per- in point of juftification, and of their perfect 
fectly clean righteoufnefs ; it is clean imGod’s univerfal cleannefs even in point of fancétfica- 
eye, and in the fight of all that have theireyes tion.in heaven, which is begun on earth, and 
opened: neither men nor angels can tell how carried on to that perfection. — . 
clean this water is. Ki -- . 3.’ Hence fee and confider the polluted, vile, 
(1.) It is fo clean that it cannot be fained or and hopele/s ftate of all thefe that are not fprink- 
corrupted. It was not ftained either upon the led with this clean’water. The ftate of all by 
crofs, or inthe grave. It was impoffible that mature, and the prefent ftate of Chriftlefs fin- 
God’s holy One could fee corruption, Pial. xvi. 10. nersiis a ftate of filthinefs; They are altogether fil- 
(2.) Itis fo clean, that it makes all clean that thy, Pfal. xiv. 3. Rom. iii. ro. © And this flate is 
are cleanfed in it; their robes are wafbed and made a difmal ftate. They who were legally unclean 
white in the blood of the Lamb, Rev. vii. 14.: this of old, were /eparate from the congregation, and fo 
is the fine linen clean and white, Rev. xix. 8. from all the pledges of God’sprefence, Num.v. 2. 
(3.) It is fo clean, that God cannot feea drop ‘Every leper was to be fet without the camp: even 
of mud in it; his omnifcient eye could not feea fo all that are unwafhed from their fpiritual 
{pot in it. It is the precious blood of Chrift, as of leprofy areabhorred of God,and feparated from 
a lamb without fpot and without blemfh, 1 Pet. him. Thus it is with us all by nature, what- 
i. 19. ever we do of ourfelves to be quit of it; it does 
(4.) It is fo clean, that God cannot fee a /pot but hide and not cleanfe it. Adam cured nei- 
of filthine/s in any who are wafhen in it. Hence, their his nakednefs, nor the fhame of it, with 
he can fee no iniquity in Facob: he pronounces his fig-leaves. If we die in this condition, un- 
them clean, Thou art all far, my love; there is no ~wathed, uncleafed, unpurified with this clean 
Jpot in thee, Song iv. 7. water, it is utterly impoflible that ever we 
(s.) It is fo clean, that infinite holime/s boafts fhould beadmitted into the blefled prefence of 
of it, and requires all the world to come and a holy Gods There /hall in no wife enter into it any 
be cleanfed in it: Behold the Lamb of God that tak- thing that defileth, Rev. xxi. 27. Unlefs you are 
eth away the fin of the world; the immaculate {prinkled with this clean water from the pol- 
Lamb, John i. 29. This as.my beloved Son, in whom lution of your nature, you fhall not inherit the 
Tam well-pleafed, Matth, 11, 17. The Lord is well- kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 10, 11, Nay, you 
pleafed for his righteoufnefs fake, Wa. \xii. 21. cannot be fit fora communion-table, nox compa/s 
(6.) It is fo clean, that it is cleaner than the the altar of God, unlefs your hands be wafhed — 
cleanefi things in the whole creation of God.—It in imnocency, even in this clean water, which a- 
is cleaner than the heavens above your head; lone can make clean hearts and hands, and a 
for, itis faid, Job xv. 15. The heavens are not clear clean conf{cience, purged from dead works to ferve 
in bis fight: but the God of heaven pronounces the living God. You mutt be excommunicate 
this water to be clean; and he puts his infinite- doctrinally from the lower table, and will be 
ly clean hand in it to fprinkle us with.—It is excommunicate aCtually and everlaftin gly from 
cleaner than the oly angels above; for, it is faid, the upper, if you love your defilement, and are — 
Job iv. 18. That he chargeth his angels with folly: proud of your pollutions, and not afhamed of 
and chap. xxv. 5. That the flars are not pure in his them; if you fatisfy yourfelves with your out- 
Jight. It was neceflary, therefore, that he in ward or inward ornaments. Some have no o- 
whom God’s infinite holinefs and jufticefhould ther covering of their natural filth, but the 
reft fatisfied, fhould excel not only the dignity ‘outward ornament of the flefh; a fair fkin, or 
of angels, but tranfcend the condition and dig- a fine fuit of clothes, a natural or artificial co- 
nity of any finite being. The facrifice wasofinfi- ver. Others have a moral covering of gifts, 


nite value; and therefore worthy of the accep- duties, profeffion, and a blamelefs outward be- 


perfect equality of power and glory. His blood -curfe of t 
then is of more worth than the fouls of all water. A 
men, and their bodies too, caftin one fcale. O  confci 


3 


er at clean water is here); Gomes meee eee 


I 


aa pure fountain of clean water that God hath 
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‘comfort before God, but in a ‘way of receiving 
the atonement, Rom. v. 11. — 


<> 5 


y, as if he had miftaken him(elf, in accepting 
of the blood of Chrift alone, as the only purift- 
cation, as if it were not available for this end, 
without being mixed with fome defiled water of 
-ourown; and as if the righteoufnefs and blood 
of God needed fome addition from creatures 
their doing and fuffering. O! how can‘that 
be infinite, which needs a finite thing to ftrengh- 
en it, and make it efficacious? He that goes 
to a muddy ftream to wafh himfelf, difgraces 
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blood upon us. 
law, but upon a perfe& righteoufnefs, anfwer- 
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6. Hence fee, that wafhing from the guilt 
of fin in juftification, is not by water put wthix 
us, but by water fprinkled upon us. Indeed, 
God, in fanCtification, he puts his Spirit within 
us; but, in order to juttification, he puts his 
Thers is no juttification by the 


ing both the precept and penalty thereof ; and 
this righteoufnefs of God, which is by the faith 
of ‘jejus Chrift, is unto, and upon all that believe, 
Rom. iii. 22. As our./ins were upon him, not 
inherently, but by imputation; fo, his d/ood 
and righteoufne/sis upon us, not inherently, but 
by imputation: ‘and it is equally reafonable, 
that the’ believer in Chrift be accoun ted legally 
righteous, as it was reafonable that Chrift-was 
accounted legally a finner; for, He hath made 
him to be fin for us, who knew no Jm;. that we, who 
knew no righteoufnels, might be made the righ- 
teoufne/s of God in him, 2 Cor. v.21, He, the 
Surety, was made fin, as if he had finned all the 
fin of men; and we are made righteous, as if we 
had not finned at all. Some have compared 
this way of imputation to the, fun’s fhining 
upon a wall, through a green or blue glais, 
whereby the true colour of the wall is indif- 
cernable, while the colour communicated by 
the glafs is upon it; yet this colour is not the 


colour of the wall, but the colour of the glafs, 


andinherent in the glafs, only reflected upon the 
wall: fo, the blood and ri ghteoufnels, whereby 
we are juftified and wafhed, and which covers « 
our fins from the fight of God, is inherent in 
Chrift, but transferred to us... This pure water 
of the blood of Chrift runs in his veins: it is 
not phyfically or corporally applied to us, but 
in a judicial or juridical way; and hence we 
are faid to be juffified by bis blood, Rom v. g.; that 
is, meritorioufly. ‘The MERIT of that blood is 
imputed to us, or that clean water is {prinkled 
upon us; and we, upon the account of it, pro- 
nounced clean. No inberent righteoufnefs is 
without works; but this righteoufnefs is im- 
puted without works, Rom. iv. 4, 6.; and there- 
fore it cannot be a righteoufnefs inherent in 
us; for hereby he juffifies the ungodly. As we 
were made finners, by one man’s difobedience ; fo we, 
are made righteous, by one man’s obedience, Rom. 
v.70 

7. Hence fee 
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world: and, as he is the fame yefterday, to-day,.and 
for ever; {fo his blood is always clean water, 
“and has always a cleanfing virtue. This facri- 
fice is continually in the {ame condition, and 
of the fame force and efficacy it was in, that 
hour wherein it was fhed. Blood was appoint- 
ed to make atonement under the law; forthe 
life was in the blood, Lev. xvii. 11.; the ani- 
mal fpirits were in it. Well, the blood of the 
facrifice of Chrift is always hot and warm, hay- 
ing the fame fpirits of life, and the fame virtue 
ftill moving in it: and this blood is oppofed to 
corruptible things, 1 Pet.i. 18. Hence, the way of 
our approach to God by it, is faid to be fill the 
new and living way, Heb. x. 20. Whatever was 
done legally, carnally, and typically, by any 
of the facrifices of old for the expiation and 
purification of fin, that was all done really and 
{pirirually by that one facrifice, that 1s the of- 
fering and fprinkling of the blood of Chrift, 
and abides to’ be fo done continually. The 
afhes of an heifer fprinkling the unclean, {poke of, 
Numbers xix. and to which the apoftle refers, 
Heb. ix. 14. it was a ftanding ordinance, where- 
by one, who was any way defiled, might im- 
mediately be cleanfed, and he that would not 
make application thereto was to be eut of 
from his people ; and fo it is with refpect to the 
blood of Chrift in our fpiritual defilement. As 
it is called a fountain opened for fin and for unclean- 
nefi, Zech. xiii. 1.5 fo he who neglects to make 
application thereto, fhall perifh in his unclean- 
* nefs, and that eternally. 

8. Omitting other ufes at prefent, hence fee 
the duty of all that would. be cleanfed from their 
foul-defilement, and would have remiflion of fin, 
and accefs to God, and fellowfhip with him at 
his table, even all that would a/cend to the hill 
of God, and fland in his holy place; and for this 
end, would have clean hands, and a pure and 
purified heart and confcience; they muft come to 
theclean water here exhibited,the purefountain 
here opened; they muft come and build their 
houfe by the water-fide, and wafh here, and 
have recourfeto this blood on alloccafions, fee- 


s i wt oe ee eh! bo: oi 
‘ * "eo Ss eee 


Serm, CVI. 
Why, man, would you be:cleanfed before you 
come to the blood of Chrift for cleanfing? In 
what cafe think you fovereign. grace comes to 
finners here? Behold, it is even when they are ~ 
lying in the mire of filthinefs,, and among the 
feet of their idols; then, even then, wall I come 
and fprinkle clean water upon you; from all your fil- 
thine/s, and from all your idols, will I cleanfe you. 
Grace comes to you when you are lying im your 
blood, a loathfome fight. Is your name a vile, 
filthy, black finner? Then you are named here; 
and therefore put not. away the grace of God 
from you. The text fpeaks five times to rou; 
Then will I fprinkle clean water upon You, and ¥E 
fball be clean; from all vour filthine/s, and fromall 
YouR idols will I cleanfe you. O then, finner! 
wilt thou not be made-clean? To you is the word 
of this falvation fent. It is {poken to all indefinite- 
ly; and to you that know yourfelves to be in 
this loathfome cafe in particular. =... 

Quest. But, O! how /hall I beheve it is to me 
that this word of falvation, and offer of remiffion comes? 
For my fins are of a peculiar fort; my polluti- 
ons of my heart and way are not of a common 
ftamp; for, I am blacker than hell, blacker 
than the devil; Iam juft a devil for blacknefs. 
—But, O finner! what think you of this clean 
water, this incorruptible blood? It is not fpoil- 
ed or corrupted to this day. Do you meafure 
the value of his blood by the greatnefs of your 
fin; when yet the merit of his blood is as far 
above the merit of your fin; as the perfon of 
Chrift is above your perfon, or God aboveman? 
O! let me tell you, poor finner, if you meafure 
his grace by the height of heaven, it isa nar- 
row meafure; for, itis higher than the heaven 
of heavens: if you meafure it by the height of 
God, then you take a right meafure of it; bu 
it is a meafure infinitely higher than the con- 
ception of men or angels, who can never fly 


high as the high and lofty One. that imbabiteth eter- 
nity. ate 


Pea 


blood of Chrift is able to cleanfe you. This fair 
waterisdefigned of God for wafhing foul fouls. 
This fpotlefs blood is for. purging {potted fin- 


ners. This clean water is He 


ot anfwer; J will fprinkle 
ter, and ye fhall be clean. . OQ! fay 

believe; I cannot appl and 
lean water to my 
ut, let me tell you, the 
not confiftin your 1 
ie which God h 
; for, behold, 
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water, faying, [ will /prinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye [hall be clean.. And, O Sirs, tell me, is it 
alfo a day of power, wherein you are made 
willing, willing that all your filthinefs, and all 
your idols be cleanfed, that-all the guilt, and 
all. the filth of all'your idols and lufts be remov- 
ed, both by the pardoning-and purifying virtue 
of this ciéan water. ‘Are~you peremptorily 
willing, and prefently willing, faying, Lord, 
thy fovereign’grace, and'good-will in’ provid- 
ing fuch.clean--water for my ‘cleanfing, hath 
conquered my wicked. will,and won my-hard 
heart; bur ‘ifin this matter there be any hid- 
den deceit in'my deceitful heart, ithat-meeds to 

be wafhed alfo, Pbring that, with all the reft 
of my filthineffesiand idols, to.be cleanfed and 
purged away in this clean fountain?» Are you 


brought to this, Lord, haft thou told‘mewhat 3 
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W. E now proceed to therefpecial: work :of 
2¥ ¥° the day, the commemorating the great 
facrifice of Chrift’s death, and: the work: of re- 
demption purchafed by” his::precious..blood) 
And, as under'the law, the leperthat.was not 
wathed and cleanfed,’ was: to: be expelled:from 
the congregation of Ifrael,:and only thefe that 
were cleanfed were to-be admitted intotellow- 
fhip with them:fo, in like: manner, ‘we mutft. 
excommunicate, from the table of theLord, all 
that are not fprinkled with the!clean water of 
the blood of Chrift, and cleanfed; -and:admit to 
itonly thefe thatare juftified, fanctified, wafhed. 
-2On the one hand, then, I debar, in the name 
of the Lord, from this table of the Lord, ‘all, 
unwathed, unfprinkled finners, who give evi- 
dence, that they are not wafhed by the pardon- 
ing and juftifying grace of God, by their re- 
maining unwafhed bythe purifying and fanc- 
tifying grace of God; that they are not wafhen 
from the guilt of fin, and their legal pollution, 
by their being not wafhen\from the filth of 
fin, or from their moral pollution; and, con- 
fequently, all the impenitent breakers of the 
moral law, &c. t | | 
‘On the other hand, I invite to 


the Hord’s ta- 
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filthineffes, and from all their idols.° §:::: - 

O QUEST. Who are thefe? Resist S¢85; 

 ANsw. 1.-You that have gota fight-of the 
filthinefs of your heart and nature in: the‘glafs 
of God’s word;-and in-thelight of the Spirit of 
conviction, making youcry.out, Behold, Lam 
vileht am: filthierthan:thé filthieft of all this 
congregation; Iam viler than the vileft, and 
blacker than the blackeft; yea, [think there is 
not a devil in hell fo black as Iam. Poor foul, 
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_ “sf ePhe Author delineates the charaéter 
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clean water this is; and art thou faying, I will 
{prinkle it on you? Lord, let thy will be done ; 
AMEN, AMEN, AMEN; even,/o /et it be: accord- 
ing to thy will let me be cleanfed.. Why then, 
God is faying, will, be thou clean! I wttu! O 
forget not who is the fpeaker: it is not the 
minifter, it is not the prophet, it is nota man 
noran angel; but thus fauth the Lord. It is J: 
I that peak unto thee, am he. Therefore, let the 
word enter into your heart. in the name and 
authority of God, and it {hall take effect, and 
be the power of God toyour falvation ; for, herein is 
revealed the. righteoufne/s.of God, and the blood of 
God.’ .He that made heaven and-earth, with a 
word,can make you clean through the wordwhich 
he has fpokenunto you: and his word is, £w42///prinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean; from all 
your filthine/s, and from all your idols, will Icleanfe you. 
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and fee it to be clean, infinitely clean and. pure 
water ;,and thus have been not only convinced 
offin, the malady; but of righteou/ne/s, the-re- 
medy and fee’it to be the righteoufmets of 
God.> Have you feenthat Chrilt is the {potlefs 
Lamb:of God?~Has:the Spirit convinced you, 
notonly of the perfonal righteoufnefs of Chritt, 
and: of his perfect innocence; but alfo of the 
Sufficiency and. acceptablene/s of the righteoufnefs 
he has.wrought.out for us; ‘thatthe facrifice 
of his death was of fuch a fweet-{melling fa- 
vour to God, as was'able to take away,all the 
unclean favour! of your fin; and here. alone 
your guilty confcience has found quiet, reft, 
namely, by.a drink of this clean water, where- 
of infinite juftice drank to, {fatisfaction.;,-.and 
never could any other water give fatisfaction 
to you, becaufe you. fee all other water,to.be 
but foul:and muddy, and this only to be per- 
fectly clean, perfectly clear and fpotlefs? 


3, You that are purged. and wathed in this 
clean water, have got your eyes opened, not 


only to.fee the preciou/ne/s of the blood of Chrift, 
and its:meritorious. value, but alfo its vzcforious 
virtue; and that, as Chrift, by his death, and. 


blood did overcome death, and deftroy him that had 


the power of death, that 1s, the devil; fo your vic- 
tory over fin and Satan mutt be owing to that 


-fame blood: for,,as, freedom from the.guzit 


of: finis owing to the price of that blood; fo, 
freedom from the power of fin to the purcha/e of 
it: hence, when. the Spirit,is. fent to.{prinkle 
this clean water upon us, orto apply, the blood 
of Chrift, he :convinces not only, of fm and of 
righteou/ne/s, but alfo of judgment, becaufe the prince. 
of this. world is judged, condemned, and deitroy- 
ed. by the death of Chrift, and drowned in the 
Red-fea of his:blood. . The. leaft. drop of. this 
clean water, to this day, choaks the foul {pirit, 
and quenches his fiery darts: and henceall your 
hope of victory over, your lufts and idols is juft 
to overcome by the blood of the Lamb. Hence, 

.4.,-Xou that are{prinkled..with. this clean 
water; you will defire to: be,:clean every whit, 
from -a// your filthinefles, and, from, ¢// your, 
idols: you will feek after-{prinkling from the 


suilt, for the fake, of; fpunkling from. the. filth: 


~ cannot 
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~ cannot of yourfelves apply this blood, or wafh 
in this clean water, you are made content that 
Chrift wath you, who fays, Jf I wa/fh thee not, 
thou haft no part in me: and hence the {prinkling 
here is afcribed to the hand of God; J will 
Sprinkle clean water upon you. "True believers are 
active here, only by yielding themfelves paf- 
five; for, allthe activity is aftribed to the name, 
and blood, and Spirit of Chrift; Such were fome 
of you; but ye are wa/fbed, but ye are fanctified, but 


ye are juftified, in the name of the Lord Fefus, and by . 


the Spirit of our God, Cor. vi. 11.- You that are 
{prinkled, what God has joined-ye do not put 
afunder; but defiré; with your heart, all the 
wafhing that accompanies this fprinkling’s 
the wathing of regeneration, juftification; and 
fanctification. ROE ae 

x. You that are fprinkled with this‘clean 
water, you will boaft of no other cleanne/s, be- 
fore God, but the cleannefs of this water that 


is put upon you, the perfe€tion and purity of 


Chrift’s righteoufnefs: your language with re- 
ference to yourfelves is, We aré ‘all as an unclean 
thing; and all our righteoufneffes are as filthy rags; 
and we do all fade as a leaf, and our'imiquities like the 
qwind have taken us away, Va. lxiv. 6.: but your 
language with referetice to Chrift,andtheclean- 
nefs of his blood and righteoufnefs will be like 
that, / will greatly rejoice inthe Lord; my foul fhall 
be joyful in my God: for be hath cloathed me with the 
garments of falvation; he bath covered me with the 
robe of righteoufnels, as a bridegroom decketh himfelf 
avith ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herfelf with 
jewels, Ufa. lxi. 10. As a bridegroom decketh bimfelf 
with ornaments; thé word in the Hebrew. (ac- 
cording to the margin) is, as a bridegroom deck- 
éthasaPRiEsT. Here indeed the myftery opens. 
The poor believer, however unclean in himfelf, 
yet by faith decks himfelf as a prieft: Ae that 
loved us and wafhed us from our fins in bis own blood, 
hath made us kings and priefts unto God and his Father, 
Rey. i. 6. Yea, the poor believing foul is deck- 
edas the great High-prieft himfelf, being cloath- 
ed with the Sun of righteoufne/s, and accepted im the 
Beloved, not only for his fake, but in him as 
the Head: hence the language of faith is, Jn 
the Lord have Trighteoufne/s. You have no other 
righteoufnefs but the Lord himfelf; Jenovan, 
our righteoufne/s: and hence, as he was made fin 
for you; fo ye are made the righteou/ne/s of God 
in him, in fo much that, when you win to the 
lively aCtings of faith, you are then aflured in 
e yourfelves, that you canappearinthe judgment 

of God, and before his awful tribunal, with 
the felf-fame fecurity wherewith you would 
have appeared if you had lived with that inno- 
cency wherewith Chrift lived, and had, by the 
will of God, fuffered what Chrift fuffered; yea, 
more than this, can appear before God as one 
that is become the rightcoufnefs of God in Chrift, 


The DISCOURSE at the 


1 gab my friends, I will put you in mind 
of a promife, Ifa. xxxiit: 16. It 1s’ faid of 
every true believer, He /hall dwell on hgh; bread 
foal be given him, his water fhall be fure. “What- 
éver reference thar may have unto: temporal 
provifion ; yet I may fay God hath provided the 
beft of bread, and the beft of water for you, 
and prefents it to you under the elements -of 
outward bread and wine upon this table. Here 
is the beft of bread, the bread of life. 


WATER; 
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He made him to be fin for us, that we might be made 
the righteoufne/s of God in him. You may think 
this an extraordinary acting of faith; but yet 
fome degree of it is imported in every acting 
of faith, when you come boldly to the. throne of 
grace, or have boldne/s to enter into the bolieft by the 
blood of Fefus; for, this is juft a falling upon the 
clean water, and venturing your unclean foul 
into. the prefence of a juft and holy God, upon 
the creditof the cleannefs of that water. Again, 
6. You that are {prinkled with this clean wa- 
ter, will always be wanting. a new /prinkling of 
it. ‘Though all true believers are perfectly ju- 
ftified, -yet but imperfectly affured of it; there- 
fore need a new application of it; and new in- 
timations of peace and pardon on that ground., 
Becaufe'you contract guilt everyday, you apply 
to this medicine évery day...‘ You defile your- 
felves every day; and if you go not every day 
to the fountain that is opened for fin and for 
uncléannefs, you will be quickly all over lepe- 
rous: your confcience will be filled with dead 
works, fo that you will be unable-to ferve the 
living God, unlefs they be ftill purged out. Is 
this therefore your: courfe, being filled, with © 
felf-abafement under a fenfe of your.own de- 
filement, to apply to’'God in Chrift for cleanf- 
ing, and that continually, with ‘a fervency of 
prayer anfwering that conviction? . Then the 
Lord pronounces you clean;:and_! invite you, 
in his name, to his'table.. Come and bring all 
your filthineffes, and all your\idols to the clean 
water, even all your plagues and leprofies, all 
the defilements of your heart and confcience: 
fay not, ftay till I be clean, when he is faying, 
Twill make you clean. Come, as you would, not 
defile yourfelves moreand more, and difhonour 
God; for here his glory is Concerned. Here is: 
clean water, even the blood of God. Here is the 
clean band of God ready to fprinkle it on you. 
Here is the promifz of God, that he will fprmkle, 
and ye fhall be clean: » Here ‘is the: undertakmg of 
God to do the whole work for you’ From all-your: 
filthine/s, and from all your idols will 1 -cleanfe yous 
Here is the good-will of God in Chrift manifefted 
toward you, poor defiled montters, and his will. 
doubled to you, J will /prinkle, [will cleanfe yous 
Here is the word of God declaring his will, that 
ye may know his will by his’ word; for, Thus 
sarTu the Lord, Iwill /prinkle clean water on you; 
and ye fhall be clean. Yea, finally, ‘here is God's 
time and feafonthat he takes for this; even when 
you are lying in your blood and pollution, fo- 
vereign grace comes to you €ven at your wortt; 
for then, fays the text, Then) will d fprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye: fall. be clean, Jrom all your 
filthinefs, and from all. your idols: will I cleanfe. you. 
May the Lord’ draw yourby ithe power of _ 


his Spirit. 
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Our Lord Fefus, the fame night wherein he was 
betrayed, took bread, &c. Here is clean bread ; it 
came from a clean place; it is the bread that 
came down from heaven:.-it is clean, whole- 
fome, and excellent meat; Myjfle/h is meat indeed. . 
There was no innocent flefh-in: the world fince 
Adam fell, but the flefh of :Chrift.) But that 
which made the flefh of his humanmature per- 
fectly clean and pure; yea, infinitely fo, was the 

-perfonal union thereof with-his divine natute. — 
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After the fame manner alfo after Jupper he took the 
cup, &c. Now, hereisthe clean water of which 
God fays, J will fprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
” Shall be clean ; from all your filthine/s, and from all your 
idols will Icleanfe you. This water, being the clean- 
eft that ever men or angels heard tell of, is a 
truly medicinal water; it is afalve that fuits every 
fore when. applied: and therefore, you. may 
now come with all your fores.and fad cafes. 
—Bring all your /ilthine/s here; for, this blood 
of forimkling, that /peaketh better things than the blood 
of Abel, itis now {peaking, and faying, From 
all your filthine/s will I cleanfé you. —Bring all your 
idols here: your lufts are ingrained in your na- 
ture; but this clean. water is able to cleanfe 
you from. all the unclean devils that, like the 
ftrong man, keep the houfe: yet:hereis blood 
that can make a.clean houfe; it fays, From all 
your idols will I cleanfe you.—Bring your difeafed 
cafe here; for this clean water is the healing 
blood of Chrift: By hisytripes we art healed. Have 
you, poor foul, as many difeafes.as all the reft 
of the congregation? \Yet if he be faying, 7 am 
the Lord that healeth thee: then you may well 
. fay, He healeth all my difeafes.— Bring your dblind- 
ne/s and. ignorance here’; for this clean water is 
the exhgbtenmg blood of Chriftto open our eyes: 
for, as the Spirit of light and illumination was 
. purchafed thereby ;.fo, it isa glafs wherein 
~ you may. fee both the infinite evil of fin, the 
‘anfinite hatred .of Godiagainft it; and the infi- 
nite love of God to your. foul: —Is deadne/s of 
heart your cafe? O know and»believe that this 
clean water is quickening water ; it is living and 
life-giving water. The blood of-Chriftis fv- 
ing and peaking blood; it fpeaketh better things 
than death and vengeance, that. Abel’s blood 
{poke for... Why, this blood of Chrift purchaf- 
ed life on the.crofs, and pleads for life on the 
throne.' It.is fin-killing and foul-quickening 
blood ; Verily, verily, I fay unto you, except ye cat 
the flefh. of the Son of man, and sdrink: his blood, ‘ye 
have no life in you...Whofo eateth my flefh, and drink- 
eth my blood, hath eternal hfe, John vi. 53; 54. 
Whenever you believe the quickening virtue 
of this'water, it will.cure your dead foul, and 
quicken you to a new and lively hope; it will 
put f{pirit in you, forthe Spirit of life runs in 
this channel.—Are you in a weak cafe? O mind 
this clean water is /frengthening water; when 
you can do nothing, and are:not able to look 
up through the preffure of ‘fin.and ‘guilt, and 
many burdens on your back, your foul: is 
weakened: but as bathing inowater is ftrength- 
ening to the body, O! bathing in the blood of 
Chrift.is ftrengthening to the foul. + J will. goin 
the firength of the Lord God ; J will. make mention of 
thy righteoufne/s, even of thine only, Pfal. lxxi. 16. 
Intimating, that the way to:be ftrengthened is 
juft to mind his blood and righteoufnefs ; Jn ithe 
Lord have I righteoufne/s and firength. When you 
act faith upon his blood and:righteoufnefs, 
then you will fee your ftrength to be in him 
alfo.ts your foul. /corched-with the flames and 
fear of God’s wrath? -O! this clean water. is 
cooling and refref/hing water. » When this water 
‘was poured out, juftice was fatisfied: when it 
is poured upon the confcience, the foul is fa- 
tistied..' The blood of Chrift fpeaketh-peace ; 
Being juftified by faith, we have peace with God.— 
Is. your cafe a hardened cafe, and) your heart a 
hardened heart? Can nothing meltit? Perhaps, 
you. cannot. mourn, you cannotfhed a tear; but, 
QO here is:the remedy: the clean ‘water, which 
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God fays he will fprinkle on you, is /oftening 
water; the blood of Chrift is /o/tenig blood: 
but {ceing it cannot foften you unlefs it be ap- 
plied, O then give way to the Spirit of God his 
applying it; welcome him, faying, J will /prin- 
kle clean water upon you, and ye {hall be clean. When- 
ever the blood of Chrift is applied, the adamant 
is diflolved, the heart of ftone is melted; and 
hence the promife of taking away the heart of 
tone follows upon the promife of /prink/ing here. 
The {prinkled foul is the foul that hears God 
faying, Jam pacified toward you for all that ye have 
done: 1 am fo pacified, in the blood of Chritt, 
that | have no charge againft you. What! can 
you hear this and not melt?) O! is this clean 
water droping down upon me, and clean re- 
miflion of all my fin inthe midftof it? O then, 
heartofftone, melt, be afhamed and confound- 
ed for your fin. O,mercy, mercy running in 
the blood. of Chrift is a heart-melting thing ! 
OSirs, 1 think if infinite mercy were knocking 
at the gates.of hell, the hope of mercy would 
melt the very heart of devils: but-mercy was 
never defigned for them, it was never promif- 
ed, never offered to them; and fo they remaain 
hardened in their enmity and malice againft 
God... But mercy, through the blood of Chrift, 
not. only comes to your door, but knocks to be 
in to your heart; you have mercy promifed 
through the facrifice of the precious blood of 
Jefus, running like clean water round your 
heart. 

But, Alas! fay you, I cannot get away my 
filthinefs ; Iicannot put away my Jus and idols. 
Oh! what.mean you, poor foul? do you think 
to put away your own fin, and take God’s 
work out of his hand? I tell:you, in his great 
name, he: never laid fuch an intolerable bur- 
den upon you; for, the cleanfing from all your fil- 
thinefs, and from all your idols, is harder, work 
than the making ofa world.» It is only the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the fin of the world. 
He injoins you to take with you words, and Jay, 
Take away all iniquity; Hof. xvi. 2. All your 
work is to put the work in his hand. Man 
think they cannot come to Chrift, till firft they 
put away all their fin, and-give up with all 
their lufis: but all your pains, before you come 
to the blood of -Chrift, will be like pouring oil 
upon the fire, that will inflame it the more. 
Therefore, welcome, welcomea promiling God, 
faying, From all your filthine/s, and from all your idols 
will I cleanfe you: for | have got clean water in 
my hand for that purpofe; 1 have founda ranfom. 
By the blood of the covenant, 1 will fend forth 
thefe prifoners out of the pit wherein there is no wa- 
ter: but here is water enough. 

_ Now, if you have got a {prinkling of the 
clean..water, O. pray that others may get a 
{prinkling alfo:. pray that your feed may be 
f{prinkled, and your feed’s feed, if you have or 
may have them; for, bis rightcoufne/s 2s wuto 
children’s children. Pray for afprinkling of this 
clean water to the black and backdfliding gene- 
ration; a {prinkling ‘to minifters and people 
here; and to all the witnefling minifters and 
peopléin the land, that Satan may not getiad- 
vantageagainf{ them, but that God may bruife 
Satan under their feet... O Sirs, afprinkling of 
this clean water would make theeftablifhed — 
church a witnefling church. Pray that this 
clean water may befprinkled all around you, 
that, From all their: filthine/s ‘and 2dols they may be 
cleanfed, and glory may yet dwell in our = 
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And lay yourfelves conftantly under the fprink- 
ling of the blood of Chrift. You may need it 
a new before you fleep; becaufe you are ftill 
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contracting new guilt, new defilement. Take 
the clean water along with you; and go in 
peace, and the God of peace go with you. 


A DISCOURSE at the ConcuusioN of the SoLEMNITY. 


~ and for uncleanne/s ; a fountain of clean wa- 
ter for cleanfing the unclean: fome are ready 
to go away with all their defilements about 
them; others, I hope; are -wathed. I would 
{peak a word concerning the duty of each. 
if, To you that are defiled finners, yet in your 
blood and ‘pollution, it you would not go a- 
way from this occafion in that cafe,-and live 
and die in your fin, I would direct you to the 
cleanfing fountain. Ovpoor fouls, labour to be 
acquaint with this fountain‘of clean water, and 
cleanfing blood: and, in order thereto, 

1. OSirs, fee and confider your corrupt and pol- 
luted nature: if you fearch the {cripture, you 
will fee what it declares concerning it; it fays 
that every one is become altogether filthy, or 
ftinking, Pfal. liti. 3.. Contemplate yourfelves 
in this glafs, and not in the felf-flattering mir- 
ror of your own proud imagination.» He that 
will not learn, from the word, his natural de- 
formity, will live polluted, and die accurfed. 
Pray that God, by his word, may difcover you 
to yourfelves, 165% 

2. If you would be purged from your pol- 
lution, endeavour to be affected: with it /uztably 


to the difcovery which you getiof it. . As the. 


proper effect of the guilt of fin is fear; fo, ‘the 
proper effect of the fith of fin is /hame.—Ma- 
ny, inftead of being afhamed of their filthinefs 
and defilement of nature and way; ‘are /én/ele/s 
and flupid: they may be afhamed of fome par+ 
ticular facts; but, for-any thing in their na- 
ture, they flight. and defpife it. If they can 
but preferve themfelves from the known guilt 
of fuch fins as are punifhable among men, as 
to all other things they are fecure; they. have 
no inward fhame for any thing between’ God 
and their fouls. — Some, inftead of being a- 
fhamed, are doldand confident'in their condition, 
as pure enough: There 7s a generation that are pure 
in their own eyes; and yet is not wa/hed-from their 
filthinefs, Prov.xxx. 12, Though they were never 
fprinkled with this clean water, yet they pleafe 
themfelves with their pollution.—Some, inftead 
of fhame, do doaf# and ghry in their:fin; they 
proclaim their fin as Sodom; boaft of that 
which afterwards will fill:them with. confu/ion 
of face, Jer. vi. 15. vill. 12.—Others go to a great- 
er height, even of taking p/ea/ure in thefe who 
follow the fame trade of finning with:them- 


felves; Who knoweth the judgment of God, that they 


which commit fuch things are. worthy of death, not 
only do the fame,. but have pleafure in them that do 
them, Rom. 1.32. Here is an open defiance to 
the holinefs of God. Now, fuch perfons as 
thefe: will never feek after cleanfing; for, why 
fhould they do fo, who are fenfible of no {pi- 
ritual:pollution? It is neceflary, therefore, that 
thefe that would be cleanfed, know and. be:a- 
fhamed of their natural defilement; for, where 
there is no fenfe of this, it will be but: lott la- 
bour that is {pent in inviting them tothe clean- 
fing fountain. eset 
. 3. I would advife you to be affured and per- 
fuaded, that you can never clean/e or purify yours 
felves by your beft endeavours. Men, inaftate 


OU have heard of a fountain opened for fin 


of nature, when brought under any convicti- 
ons, are no way able to purge themfelves ; 
though believers, in the faith of the promife, 
are called to it, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Having’ therefore 
thefe promifes, let us cleanfe ourfelves from all filthi- 
nels of the flesh and fpirit: yet natural men are 
quite unfurnifhed for any purifyins-exercife. 
Many make vain attempts this way, Hof v. 13. 
Jer. ii, 22.° Job 1x. 30, 31. ° Their own ‘forrow, 
repentance, tears; and forry amendments of 
life, they but thereby plunge themfelves into 
the ditch, and keep themfelves at a greater di- 
{tance from Chrift. >: BLE SISA S64 

4. Seek to be acquaint: with «the only remedy 
for cleanfing:—This cleanfing is a “weighty 
matter; for all the facrifices of old were infti- 
tuted for cleanfing: all the promifesof oldhad - 
a-{pecial reference to cleanfing; andthe great 
defign of the blood of Chrift is for cleanfing: 
therefore, you fee God himfelf making’ this a 
matter of great moment.—This is alfo a difficult 
matter; itis a leading part’of the myftery of 
the gofpel, which the world:reckon foolifhnefs. 
It is not eafily admitted nor received; that we 
can'no otherwife be cleanfed from our fin, ‘but 
by. the fprinkling of that blood which-was fhed 
fo long ago ; ‘and yet this; and no"other ‘way; 
doth God hold forth tous. «9 0) Oy: 

5. Know that the only way wherein the'clean 
water of the.cleanfing blood of Chrift-is pre- 
fented and exhibited ‘unto-us, ‘for its effectual 
application to ‘us, is in the '‘promife,’ 2'Pet.1.'4, 
And the only way to be partakers’ of the:good 
things: prefented: in: the :promife, is ‘by: faith; 
or trufting-and confiding: in the fidelity.of the 
Promifer: and whereas God hath ‘given us great 
and precious promifes, fealed by the blood of Chrift, 
and confirmed by his oath, ‘you areto know 
that they. are:profitable:to-you only as'they are 
mixed with faith, Heb. iv. 2. EMOY NIZE] 

6. This faithis to befought-and acted in a 
way of fervent prayer to God; for the Spirit of 
faith; and*of all: grace, Luke xiv 30for, in 
this’ way ‘the:Lord: communicates the purging 
efficacy of this blood, Pfalilio7? “Therefore, 
©! pray, pray; and fet‘time apart to feek-of 
God in earneft the: application of the clean wa- - 
ter, and the cleanfing here promifed’ A good 
account may be expected of you, if henceforth 
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‘it may be marked of you, as of Paul, Behold, 


- 2dly, We come now to {peak a word to -you 
that are wa/bedand /prinkled with this clean wa- 
tery :Thefe following duties are incumbent on 
you; particularly, i} CHS Sap E as” 

1. Continual /e/f-aba/ement in rememberance 
of the defilement from which you are deliver- 
ed. You are called to be ftill abafed as one that 
was born a leper; and inthe view of the holi- 
nefs-of the God you have to do with. 

2. The begun cleanfing from your filthinefs 
and-idols, is matter of everlafting ¢hankfulnefs, 
and. fhould be celebrated- with that fong, To 
him that loved us, and wafhedus from our yinsin his 
own-blood, and hath made us kings and priefisuntoGod © 
and his Father; to him by glory, and dominion, for e= 
ver and ever, Revit. 5, 6. ¢Stiullmaintaining a 

cite high 


r 


4 ; 
CoH Roi Gek aur BR 


high value for the cleanfing blood of Chrif, 
and the Holy Spirit that makes the application 
of it. Had you not been wathed in this foun- 
tain, you muft have died in your pollution, and 
lien under it to eternity; for the fire of hell will 
never. purge the defilement of fin, much lefs 
will the fictitious fire of purgaiory.cleanfe a- 
ny from-it.-  ” 

3. Watch agamft fm, and all the fecret motions 
of it; for they defile the confcience. There is 
forgivenefs with our God, that he may be 
feared. Are you wafhed? O believer, fin no 
more, left-a worfe thing befal you.’ Watch and pray 
that ye enter not into temptation. 

4. Walk humbly with your God. Every man of 
himfelf drinks in iniquity like water; and our 
own cloathes are ready to defile us every day. 
Our beft works’ and duties, brought into the 
prefence of infinite holinefs,:are but as filthy 
rags. We cannot: perfect holinefs, but in the 
fear of God. Wey xt 

3. Be ftillmaking new application to the foun- 
_ tain opened for fin and for. wncleannefs, by 
faith and prayer... O Sirs, furely no true be- 
lever in the world‘is a ftranger to this duty; 
and the more any abounds therein, the more 
genuine is their faith evidenced to be, and the 
more humble is their walk before the Lord. 

6.2 Abide in Chri, maintaining union and 
communion: with; him. But; perhaps, fome 
may fay, Seeing daily defilement will remain 
while in time, and feeing he is fo abfolutely 
pure and holy; how can fellowfhip be main- 
tained betwixt clean and unclean, a holy God, 
and a defiled finner? To which we may-reply, 
There are many fins whereby believers are de- 
filed; but the way of cleanfing is ftill open'to 
them in the promife: and it isnot merely the 
remains of defilement, but the neglect of pu- 
rification, that is inconfiftent with the believer’s 
ftate and his fellowfhip with God. The rule 
of communion with God is exprefled by Da- 
vid, Pfal. xix. 12, 13. Who can underfland his er- 
rors? Cleanfe thou me from fecret faults. Keep back 
thy fervant alfo from prefumptuous fins; let them not 
have dominion over me. Then fhall I be-upright, and 
I fhall be innocent from the great tranfgreffion. God 
requires of all his, people that they walk up- 
rightly before him, in a dependence upon his 
almighty power. to enable them; Jam God al- 
mighty, walk before me, and be thou perfect. Now, 
to this uprightnefs four things are requifite: 
1. A conftant humble acknowledgment: of fin ; 
. Who can underftand his errors? 2. A daily cleanfing 

in the blood of Chrift from thofe defilements, 
which’ the leaft fecret fins are accompanied 
with ; Cleanfe thou me from fecret faults.. 3. A fear 
of finning with a high hand, flowing from a 
fenfe of natural pronenefs thereto, and an ar- 
dent defire to be reftrained therefrom; Keep back 
thy fervant from prefumptuous fin. 4. Deliverance 
from, or deprecating the dominion, notwith- 
ftanding the prevalency thereof: Let them not 
have dominion over me; then fhall Ibe upright, and 
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innacent from the great tranferefion. Where thefe 
things are, then there is a man upright, and 
may have daily communion witha holy God. 
And while believers are preferved within thefe 
bounds, though they are defiled by fin; yet 
communion with God may be maintained: 
for, our fellowifhip with Chrift, while in this 
world, is with him ashe is a Saviour, and we 
finners: as we have fin to be cleanfed, and he 
hath blood to cleanfe us: and your fins and 
defilements, which you go to him with, and 
complain of, and want to becleanfed, infteadof 
cafting you away for thera, they draw out his 
compailions towards you. And know that he 
never united you to himfelf, or drew your heart 
to him, becaufe you are perfect, but that in 
his own time and'way he may make you fo ; 
nor becaufé you are clean, but that he might 
cleanfe you, according to his promife, 7 will 
Sprinkle clean water upon you; from all your jilthinefs, 
and from all your idols will I cleanfé you. 

Ina word, take along with you that clean wa- 
ter which is the only /Javer for cleanfing you 
from allyour fins. Keep im your remembcerance 
the perfect cleannefs of it; the infinite power 
and efficacy of it.. How great is that blood that 
mut have more valtie, f{eeing it is the blood of 
the Son of God, than all fins can have guilt, 
feeing they are the fins but of the fons of men! 
All fins are, compared with it, but like a drop 
of the bucket to the ocean. The more that 
you carry of this clean water in your heart, the 
more will it rid you ofall unclean devils with- 
in and without. This clean water will never 
putrify or corrupt; hence, the blood of Chrift 
is oppofed to corruptible things; We are not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, /uch as filver or gold, 
but with the precious blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb 
without fpot, 1 Pet. i. 18. Intimating, that the 
blood of Chrift, in regard of its power and ef- 
ficacy, does not corrupt: as the fun theds his 
light every day aboutthe the world, yetremains 
a freth {pring of new light in the air every 
morning; fo, the blood of Chrift thed: upon 
thecrofs, lofes not its virtue, but is as operative 
as ever, and remains a’propitiation for ever. 
Hence, though the facrifice was but once offer- 
ed; yet it 1s often commemorate, to fhew the 
perpetual virtue of it; in regard that Chrift, 
who was: a Prieft, in his per/on; a facrifice in 
his humanity; was alfothe altar, in his divinity; 
and this fan¢tified the facrifice, and derived in- 
finite dignity to it; as gold which hath a luftre 
in itfelf, yet hath a greater when the fun fhines 
full upon it. Chrift was both the offerer and 
the facrifice; He ofered himfelf, Eph. v. 2. His 
blood was offered by his perfon. Let this clean 
water then be highly prized,and daily improven 
by faith and prayer for the purpofe for which 
it is here promifed of God in the text; Then 
will I fprinkle clean water upon youy and: ye Seall be 
clean ; from all your filthine/s, and from all your idols 
will cleane yourws Vi Stagsod nova. ot 
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Curist’s Treasures opened by himfelf, declaring he hath 
all things that God the Father hath.* “e 


“ 


Joun xvi. 15. All things that the Father hath are mine, MTR Sp Saat e 


HE glorious excellency, fulnefs, and all- 
fufficiency of our Lord Jefus Chrift is 
inexpreflibly great: none can {peak of 

it fo well as himfelf; and indeed he himfelf is 
the preacher here: and as here we have his 
word; fo, if his Spirit accompany it, we may, 
in this glafs, fee his matchlefs glory: for here 
it is fo wonderfully defcribed, that neither the 
tongues of men-nor angels can tell fo much of 


his glorious fulnefs and furniture, in fo few 


words; All things that the Father hath are mune. 
Our Lord fairly warns his difciples of what 
croffes they were to meet with in this world, 
ver. 2. They fhall put you out of the fynagogues ; yea, 
the time cometh, that whofoever killeth you, will think 
that be doth God fervice. But, at the fame time, 
he affures them of what comforts he would 
afford them: and, as it was ufual for the Old- 
Teftament prophets, to comfort the church in 
her adverfity with the promife of the Me/ias, 
Ifa. ix. 6. Micah v. 5.; fo, the Meffias being 
come, he comforts his people with the promife 
of the Spirit, the Comforter, and this is the 
great New-Teftament promife. 
Chrift-promifes the Spirit here, from ver. 7. 
as a fruit of his afcenfiony faying, Jf / go, J will 
fend him; and that becaufe the fending of the 
Spirit was to be not only the fruit of his purchafe 
‘ on earth, but the anfwer of his prayers in hea- 
ven, and of his interceflion within the vail, 
John xiv. 16. ‘The gift of the Spirit muft be. 


ly value this privilege. 

We are told from ver. 8. and downward, 
what a great benefit the coming of the Spirit 
ee fhould be to.a blind world; When he is come, he 

eed will reprove the world of fin, righteoufne/s, and ‘judg- 

' ment, &c. Next, whata great benefit his com- 
ing would be to the difciples themfelves, from 
ver. 13. When the Spirit of truth is come, he will 
eae guide you into all truth, &C. . 


_ Again, the great work of the Spiritis fummed- 


up, ay ee He -fball glorify me; for be fhall take 
of mine, and /hew it unto you. This | have {poken 


reafon of the former; g. d. Would you have a 
reafon why:the Spirit, when he comes, {hall 
glorify me, by taking of mine and fhewing it 
to you? Even becaule all things that the Father 
hath are mine; therefore faid I unto you, that he fhall 
of mine, and fhew it unto you: he being the 
>f the Father as well as the S 


paid for, and prayed for, that we might high- 


to formerly. - And now this text comesinasa - 


pirit of the 


One I am, becaufe all things that the Father hath 
are mine. | ei ih nih) Ae beehe: 

Our Lord Jefus never fpeaks of his being 
glorified alone, without the Father's being glo- 
rified in him; nor of his own glory abftract 


from the Father’s glory: fee this in his entry — 


upon his fufering work; Now 1s the Son of man 
glorified, and God-ts glorified in him, John Mili. 31. 
See it in his entry upon his ztercefory, work on 
earth; Father, glorify thy Son, that thy Son alfo may 


"glorify thee, John xvii. 1. And fee it here in his 


declaring what fhould be the work of the Spi- 
rit in his name after his exaltation; He fhallglo- ~~ 
rify me, by taking of mine and fhewimg it to you. But ot 
will the glorifying of the Father be herene- 
glected? No, no: by fhewing my glory, he will — 
fhew the Father’s glory; and by fhewing my = 
things, he will fhew the Father's ; for, allthings — 
that the Father hath are mine: and thefe things 
the Spirit fhall fhew or make them known to 
you; that is, he fhall fo declare and evidence 
them to you and in you, that you fhall under- 
ftand and have experience of them, in your- 
felves: and that both by revelation, inftructing 
you in them; and by communication, “imparting 
them to you. Plaaort ‘coghme 

It is the reafon here given by our Lord Jefus, | 
that I efpecially {peak of at prefent; Al things 
that the Father bath are mune. Here is, the vatt 
extent of the things of Chrift which are to be 
{hewed to believers by the Spirit; they areall —« 
the things that the Father hath; they are mine, . 
fays Chrift. Now, thefe things may be taken, 
either ab/olutely, refpecting the perfon of the 
Father and the perfon of the Son ; or refrichvely, 
refpecting the office of Chrift, as Mediator. be- 
twixt God and man. -. .. ‘No uai aeeaiokan 

1. Viewing it ab/olutely; all things thatthe 
Father hath are his, even the whole intire di- — 
ality from the 
eceflary,and 
he things of the Fa- | 
s be his; for, He and his Father 
1 this fenfe Chrift could fay, All things =, 
that the Father hath are mme; even all the eflen- 
tial properties of the Godhead: there is no ES 
difference between his things and mine; 
nature and effence are mine, only our 
properties are diftinct;: he is the firf, 
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2. We are to view it in a more reffricted fenfe, 
re{pecting the office of Chrift as Mediator. All 
things that the Father had in his heart and 
purpofe from eternity to difcover and difpenfe 
in time by voluntary donation are mine, ac- 
cording to thefe fcriptures, Matth. xi. 27. All 
things are delivered to me of my Father. Luke x. 22. 
John ni. 35. The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things mto his hand. John xiii. 3. Fefus 
knowing that the-Father had given all things into his 
hand, took a towel and girded hinfelf to wa/h his dif- 
ciples feet. ALL THING s; thatis, all the effects of 
the Father’s love, grace, and will, whatever he 

_ had purpofed in himfelf from eternity, and 

_ whatever his infinite powerand goodnefs would 

~ produce in the purfuit thereof, were all given 

and committed to Chrift: thus all things that the 
oa: Father hath are mine. SH sam 

_ The order of operation in the holy Trinity, 

_-—s-with reference to our falvation, is according to 

~~ the order of the fubfiftence of the diftiné per- 

. fons of the Deity: and hence you have here, 

1. The things to be declared to us, and beftow- 

ed upon us, they are orginally the FaTueEr’s 

things; he is the peculiar fountain of them all: 

-_ hislove, wifdom, grace, goodnefs, counfel, and 

- . will, is their fupreme caufe and fpring; there- 

fore here called the things that the Father hath. 

2, They are the things of the Son; they are mine, 


 fays Chrift, as Mediator; they are given tome 
- and unto my difpofal, on account of my me- 


diation; by which they are prepared for us, 
and given out unto us to the glory of God. 
3. They are actually communicated to us by. 
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All is mine to give out to you by the hand of 
my Spirit. | 
The fubject here fpoken of is no lefs than al/ 
things that relate to our eternal falvation, and 
thefe are fpoken of, 1. In refpect of their origi- 
nation; they are the Father’s thin gs. 2. Their 
donation, to Chrift as Mediator, they are mine. 


3. Their communication, they are actually com- 


municated to us by the Holy Ghoft. 
From the firft part of this verfe, we lay down 
the following doétrinal propofition. 


OBsERy. Such is the matchlefs glory of Chrift, in 
his mediatorial fulne/s and furniture, that be can Jay, 


ALL THINGS THAT THE FATHER HATH ARE 


MINE. 


He, as Mediator, is poflefled of all things 
that the Father hath for the benefit of finners; 
and this is the reafon why theSpirit, taking the 
things of Chrift, and {hewing them to us, doth 
glorify Chrift; becaufe all the glorious things 
of the Father are things of Chrift, they are 
mime, &c. How could the Spirit’s revelation 
and communication of the things of Chrift 
make his matchlefs glory to appear, if they 
were not the things of God? Or thus, 

Chrift our Redeemer is intrufted with all things the 
Father hath for the benefit of finners. 

If thefe things were only the Father's, and 
not the things of Chrift, we could have no ac- 
cefs to them, no fhare of them; we could ne- 
ver fee them in the Father’s bofom; for, no man 
hath feen God at any time, though all things that 
relate to our eternal life are originally there; 


the holy Sp1riT; therefore faid I, he /hall take of but the only begotten Son, that lay in the Father's bo- 
mine, and fhall fhew it unto you. We does not Jom, he came out thence, loaden with all the 


«communicate them immediately to us from 
_ the Father. We cannot deal, nor have to do 
with the perfon of the Father immediately; it 

_. is by the Son alone we have accefs to him, and 
___ by the Son alone he gives out of his grace and 
bounty to us: it is with Chrift, as the great 
_ Treafurer of heavenly things, that all grace 
and mercy are intrufted. The holy Spirit there- 
fore fhews them unto us, not firft as the Fa- 


hrift’s mediation; and. thereby as the effec 
of the Fa 


her’s love and bounty. 
‘Here then is the honey we are to eat this day, 
as you read, Song v. 1. Tamcome to my garden, my 
oe Sifter, my fpoufe; I have eaten my honey-comb with my 
honey ; I have drunk my wine with my milk... Eat, O 
friends ; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved. This 
honey is prefented here according to the order 
of the fubfiftence of the three diftin@ perfons 
of theDeity. 1. As honey in the fower, which 
is at fuch a diftance from us we could never 


. 


1an Redeemer, the Word 

ade fleth, faying, All things that the 
h are mine; and mine for your ufe and 
for, 3. Here is honey in the mouth; the 
ing al 1g application there- 


land makin, 
them to us, and making us to 
ith Chrift, and fhare of thefe 
eat tl he 


- ther’s things, but as they are the fruits of — 
@anie 


a 


good, and great, and glorious things that were 
hidden there from eternity, and he hath declar- 
ed him, and declared that all things that the Fa- 
ther hath there are his. +. 

In the profecution of this fubject, I would 
enquire, through divine affiftance, into the 
following things. 


I. What right and ¢itle Chrift hath to all 
things the Father hath. 

Il. Point out fome of thefe a// things that the 
Father hath which are his, © 

TI. Enquire ow, and in what /en/z they are his. 

IV. Shew for what rea/on it is {o ordered; or, 
the beauty of this difpenfation, that all 

___ things the Father hath are his. 

_ V. Make application of the whole fubjec. 


I. The ff thing propofed, is, To fhew what 
right and title Chrift hath to all things that the 
Father hath. And in fhort, © | 

if, He hath a natural right to all things that 
the Father hath; and that as he is God, one 
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eflablifh for ever, and build up thy throne to all genera- 
tions. The heavens are thine, the earth alfo 1s thine; 
intimating, that he hath a feederal right to all 
things by covenant with his Father. 

>. As Mediator he hath a donative right and 
title to all the things the Father hath: hence, 
‘The Father loveth the Son, and bath given all things 
into his band, John ui. 35. And hence, fays Chritt, 
All power in heaven and in earth is given unto me, 
Matth. xxviil. 18. . . 


3. As Mediator he hath an acqui/ite right, by, 


his own purchafe of the things the Father hath 
to give out to the children of men: by his 
death, upon the crofs, he hath merited and od- 
tained a name above every name, and a being head 
over all things to the church. gene 
4. As Mediator he hath a belhpotent right, by 
conqueft; having deflroyed principalities and pow- 
ers, and overcoming them that make war with him, 
Rev. xvii. 14. He 2s able to fubdue all things to him- 
felf, Phil. iti, 21... And accordingly all things 
are put in fubjection under his feet, Heb. ii, 8. And 
he fubdues his people to himfelf, and makes 
them willing in the day of his power, Plah.-cx:i3s 
_.x. To thefe may be added, that he hath an 
hereditary right, being the heir of all things. It 
is faid, Pfal. lxxxix. 24. [will make him my firfi- 
born higher than the kings of the earth. And Col. 
i. 18. he is called the jirf-born from the dead, that 
in all things he might have the pre-eminence. 
6. He hath aright by the Father’s con/ent ; It 


9, 10. That his dominion fall be from fea to fea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth, &c. —Alfo 


—r 7 a. ‘= 


t . 
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“holinefs of God in the precept of the law, by 
fulfilling all righteoufne/s. See the ju/lice of God 


in Jefus Chriftthe righteous, who is made of God 
tous righteoufne/s ; and who was made fin for us, that. 


we might be made the righteou/ne/s of God in him: 
and fo the guilty finner may.becomemorerigh-. 


teous in God’s fight than ever he was guilty in. 


his fight; and notonly juttified by his blood and. 


righteoufnefs, but may find and fee God to be 
juft in juftifying through him, whom God hath fet forth 


to bea propitiation through faith im his blood, where~ 
by juttice is fatisfied fully, and glorified high- 
ly. But, of fome other perfections more after- 
wards may be mentioned. » yo fts 


2. All the glory that the Father hath is his: — 
yea, the glory of all his Father’s perfections is — 
to be feen in him; for, He is the brightnefs of the 
Father’s glory, and the exprefs image of his perfom, 
~ Heb. i. 3. And hence, the God who commanded 
light to fbine out of darkne/s, is faid to /hine into our 
hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Fefus Chri. Itis not on- — 
ly the light of the knowledge of God, but the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God: where 


is it? Even in the face, or perfon of Jefus Chrift.. 
3. All the fulne/s that the Father hath is his; 
It pleafed the Father that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell: 


and mm him dwelleth all the fulne/s of the Godhead bo- 


dily, Col. i. 19. ii. 9. O! upon what folid foot- 


ing does he fay, All things that the Father hath 


are mine, when all the Father’s fulnefs is in him, 


and dwells in him? And, O! fhould notall poor | 


fouls look to and rely upon him, and out of his: 
fulnefs. receive grace for grace? QO may we come 
and dwell where fulnefs dwelleth! wat 


4, All the promyes. that the Father hath. in, 
his covenant are his; they are made to him. 
firft, and to us in him, in whom the covenant 


we beheld his glory, the glory of the only begotten oe 
There. 1s_ 


the Father, full of grace, John i. 14... Ther 


My 
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God meet together, and wrapt up in a garment 
.of flefh and blood! 1 have obferved, as alr eady 


"noticed, in a former difcourfe, between thirty 
and forty places of fcriprure, where the mercy 


and truth of God, or his loving-kindnefs and 
faithfulnefs are joined together. It was the 
work of mercy to make the promife; and it is 
the work of truth to make out the promife: 
therefore, O believer, when you have nothing 
to plead or prevail with a promifing God for 
your fuccour or fupply, remember there are 
two orators in his bofom, that will effectually 
-intercede for your relief; and thefe are his mer- 


cy and truth in Jefus Chritt: God is not man, that 


be fhould lye; nor the fon of man, that he /hould re- 
pent: heaven and earth fhall paft away, but his words 


ay halt. not pafs away. Nothing did ever God fay 


in his word but what he hath and will accom- 


-plifh. He faid, The feed of the woman fhall brurfe 


ie head of the Jferpent, Gen. lil. 15.; and he hath 


made it good, by Chrift’s coming in the fleth, 
and fuffering in the flefh. God faid to Abra- 
‘ham, he fhould have a fon by Sarah; though 
the womb be dead, yet the promite lives: Tfaac, 
the 


child of the promife, muft come from this. 
vomb, to fhew that Godis a faithful God. 
faid to Mofes, that he fhould ‘lead Ifrael 
Egypt; and therefore, notwithftanding 


ee of the hardnefs of Pharaoh’s heart, and power 


of his oppofition, yet God, by many miracles, 
made good his word. O Sirs, he hath faithful 
nefs for the girdle of his loins ; and the girdle being 


- round about him we may hold by this girdle, 


even when he turns his back, and hides him- 
‘felf-in the darkeft: providences ; fis mercy endur- 
eth for ever, and_his truth faileth never. Man's 


- mercy foon turns to cruelty, and his truth to 


_ falfhood ;\ but the mercy and truth of God 
have met together: in Chrift: and when you 
can find né mercy nor truth in man, you may 
look and fee all the mercy and truth of God in 
-Chrift, and reft there; for he fays, All thangs that 
_ the Father hath are mine. 

o7, All the works that the Father hath ado are 
“his The work of creation, providence, and 
redemption. -God’s creation work was his; 
“dil things vere made by him; and without him was 
ever Je t # made, John i. 3. God's 
S.C are all his; for, He up- 
vor of his ‘power, Heb. 

i. 2uE He'd 1S es (Sor aniorig 
the reins of providence are in his hand. God's 
work of redemption is his: the work: of redemp-+ 
ion by price was his; and he hath finifhed this 
‘which the Father gave him to do: the 


he hath finithed that alfo: 
he promifes the Spirit here 


by. thewing. all the things 
: this end all the influ= 


é nations ;‘andall 


emption by power is: his; and he 


= finners, 


BY HIMSELF 


fays, My Father worketh hitherto, 
John Ware: 
8. All the authority that the Father hath is 
his, and he is intrufted with it as Mediator ; 
therefore fays God the Father, My name is in him; 
and he hath given him authority to execute judgment, 
becaufe be is the Son of man, John v. 27.; yea, The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judg- 
ment to the Son; him hath God the Father fealed, and 
authorized to be both theSaviour and the Judge. 
9. All the e/eé? that the Father hath are his; 
I have manifefed thy name to the men whom thou gav- 
eft me out of the world; thine they were, and thou gav- 
eft them me, John xvii. 6. They were thine by 
election; and thou gaveft them to me to be re- 
deemed by me. They were chofen in bim before 
the foundation of the world, Eph.i. 4. Thefe are 
called his /éed, Ia. lili. 10. When thou fhalt make 
his foul an offering for fin, he fhall fee bis feed; he 
Shall fee the travel of bis “foil and be fatisfied. 

- 10. Hence all the dlefings that the Father hath 
to give out are his; he is conftitute the Difpen- 
fer thereof; for, God hath fet him to be blefjings, as 
the word may be read, Pfal. 21. 6. Thou “haft 
made him to be moft bleffed far ever. Thou hatt fet 
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and I work, 


~ him to be dlefings for ever, to be the Difpen- 


fer of eternal bleflings. It was promifed, Men 
foal be bleffed nm him, Pfal. lxxii..17. and accord- 
ingly he is fent to blefs us; Acts 111. 26. God 
having ra fed up his Son Fefus fent him-to blefs you, im 
turning away every one of you from bis iniquity. tis 
in him that God bleffes us with all {piritual 
bleflings ; with the bleflings of pardon, peace, 
and reconciliation with God; with the blef 
fings of juftification, fanttification, and confo- 
Jation ; with the bleflings of grace and glory, 
and every good thing. Would you have God’s 
bleffing? You muft haveitout of Chrift’s hand; 
for the Father's blefling, and all things that the. 
Father hath; are mine, fays Chrift; they are 
mine to difpenfe, and they would never have, 
been yours, if they had not been mine. 
In a word, all things that the Father hath 

in his md and council from eternity, and that 
Jay hid in his everlafting bofom, they are mine 
to reveal to you; for, No man hath Jeen God at any 
time, the only begotten Son, that ts m the bofom of the 
Father, be hath declared bim.—All things that the 
Father hath in his Aeart and bowels of compaffion. 
to the children of men, they are mine to ma- 
nifeft ; and I am come to {peak out his heart,. 
faying, Ihave loved thee with an everlafiing love, 
and with loving-kindne/s have I drawn thee.—AlL 
things that the Father hath in his thoughts, that. 

are an infinite depth, they are mine to put in | 
words ; though as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, fo his thoughts are higher than our thoughts, — 
yet behold they are thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you an expected end, — All things that. the 


Father hath in his fovereign willto be done for 


they are mine to do: and therefore, in 
fh eae it is ) written 0 OF oe ee 
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all things are his naturally, as he is God; and 
donatively, or economically, as he is Mediator. I 
add, in a few words, thefe following parti- 
culars. eat ot 
1, All things that the Father hath are his 
Jubftantially, not fymbolically, as Chrift is faid 
to be in the elements of bread.and wine in the 
facramental fupper; or as God was faid to be 
in the temple by the fymbols of his prefence; 
no: itis not fymbolically but fubftantially ; it is 


not the /hadow but the /ubfance of all things the: 


Father hath that are his: therefore it is faid, 


Hehix:\r. 
in Chrift fuftantially. . 

2. All things that the Father hath are-his 
communicatively. The Mediator’s fulnefs is com- 
municable to us. As they are the Father's 
things we. have no immediate accefs to them; 
but as they are lodged in the hand of Chrift, 
whom the Father hath made the Difpenfer, we 
have accefs to him immediately. Chrift hath 
opened the door of his Father's ftore-houfe, and 
comes out with all things imhis hand that the 
Father hath: and, indeed, all other fhops are 


clofed, if we may be allowed the expreffion, 


but Chrift’s fhop ftands open ; and upon the 
door-head is written this infcripuion, Whofoever 
will, let him come, and fhare of all things that the Fa- 
ther bath, for they are mine. Chrift’s;fulnefs, 
which is the fulnefs of God,.is communicative ; 
therefore, Out of his fulne/s we may allreceive, John 
i. 16. We needed not preach ofithis great ftore, 
if it were locked up in him; nay, in him dwell- 
eth all the fulne/s of the Godhead, that we may be 
complete in him, Col. 1i. 10. Chrift is a cabinet 
of rich and rare jewels, that can inrich you, 
Sirs, to eternity. There are two keys that ufe 
to open this cabinet: faith is akey; for, out of 
his fulnefs we receive by faith ; prayer is ano- 
ther key ; Jf any man lack wifdom, let him afk it of 
God. \f thefe keys be not in your hand jutt 
now, yet furely they are in his hand, who fays, 
Allthings are mine. O Sirs, befeech:him to throw 
you the keys, and give.you:the Spirit of faith 
and prayers anes oF Sich | ae 

3. All things that the Father hath are his 


to Chrift, John xiv. 8. Shew 
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sofing there is enough in him! Philip faid — ti 


_ 
»” 
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and knowledge; and in whom alone they can be 
feen; and by whom alone they can be opened 
up to us, which he is doing, by faying, All 
things that the Father hath are mine? O then, Sirs, 
there is enough in him: and how eafily can he 
Satisfy the longing foul, and fill the hungry with good 
things? Nothing elfe in this world can give fa- 
tisfaction to the foul: he was a fool that faid, 
when he had a full barn, Soul, take thy ref: we 
‘may as well dream of a coffer full of grace and 
glory, as of a foul full of corn and wine. Itis 
only Chrift that hath fuitable and fatisfying 
fulnefs for the foul, enough to give complete, . 
folid, permanent, and everlafting fatisfaction. 
4. All things that the Father hath are his 
efficiently, or effectively, fo as.to make us take — 
and fhare of that ftore: he can make us come-. 
ly, through his comelinefs; righteous, through _ 
his righteoufnefs ; and glorious, through his _. 
glory ; have -made'thee perfect through my. comeli- 
ne/s which I have put upon thee, Ezek xvi. 14. He 
wmputeth righteoufne/s without works, ‘Rom. iv. 6. 
All we beholding, as in a glafs, the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the Jame image, from glory to glory, 
as by the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. There 
is a power and efficacy in every faving difco- 
very of this glorious treafure ; it enriches all 
that behold it; and completely fatisfies all that © 
have a title unto it, and an intereftinit. © 
5. All things that the Father hath areshis wn- 
changeably ; for, he is the fame yefter-day, to-day, and 
Jor ever, Heb. xiii.8. Whatever fupply you get — 
out of his hand, his ftock,andiftore is' fill: the 
fame. Let faith draw neverifo many»bills up- 
on. him:for this and that fupply, at:this:and 
the. other :time,.and get ineversfo much rent, 
annual rent, may I call it, or daily rent out-of 
the {tock ; :yet {till the ftock: and intereft:both 
are in chis hand:; and the:béliever ‘hath all 
his ftore fecured:for him, in’ Chrift’s shand,:e- 
ven when all that you get in your handiis fpent: 
this well of falvation {prings mp forever, and 
that to everlafting life. -Yousmay-be:full and 
empty:by turns; but he is invariably thefame ; 
Bom the Lord, Ichange motes 10 vaow sit siti 
_ 6. All things that the Father hath:are ‘his e- 
ternally: they are the everlafting things of the 
everlafting Father. The fulnefs of the Father 
thats his, is a dwelling fulnefs; &% pleafed the. 
Father that. him fhould all fulne/s dwell. All the. 
Julnefs of the Godhead dwells in him; and in him 
it dwells forever: hence the bleffings*he:com- _ 
municates are everlafting bleflings; everlafting 
peace, everlafting pardon, everlafting confo- 


lation: fo called; becau! e though perifhing — 


things may give people fhing comforts ; 
yet the confolations of | rit are from ‘e- 


et “ - ee as ver 
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from one to another, then’ the conveyer de- 
nudes himfelf of his right; andthe other only 
can fay, All zs mine: but itis not fo here; when 
Chriftfays, All things that the Father hath are mine, 
he grants that God the Father hath all things ; 
and yet he afferts his own title and: pofleflion 
alfo, they are all mine: yea, when God. gives 
-Chrift, and all things to. us, he full: keeps his 
right to all that he gives; A// things are yours, 
_and ye are Chrift's, and Chrift is God's, 1 Cor. ii. 22, 
.23. Thus what the Father gives into Chrift’s 
thand remains ftill in the Father’s hand; 4nd I 
give unto them eternal life, and they fhallnever perifh ;. 
neither fhall any man pluck them out of my*band. My 
Father which gave them me is greater than all, and 
none is able to pluck them out of my Father's band. +I 
,ond- my Father are one, John x. 28,.29, 30. 2 
_. 2. Herein appears beauty and wifdom, name- 
ily, in the ftne/s of the great Truftee to whom 
‘all things that the Father hath are committed, 
_ \thathe who is the centre of the glorious Trinity 
_ .(fo to fpeak) the middle perfon fhould be the 
centre of all things. O Sirs, -how fit is it that 
_all things fhould move toward their centre, and 
-meet there! that he fhould:. be the Mediator 
betwixt God and man, the centrical place of 
meeting, where God and man might have all 
things common betwixt them; and that he might 
gather together in one all. things in Chrift, botb which 
are-in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him! 
Eph. 1.10. All things, good and bad, may be 
faid to be given to Chrift’s management: all 
good things are put in his hand: tobe fecured ; 
and all dad things put under his feet to'be over- 
ruled for the glory of God, and the good of his 
_ people. None but Chrift was capable of fuch 
_a-truft: no mere creature among men or ‘an- 
gels were able to bear this glory. ‘Itis he that 
Shall build the temple of the Lord, and bear the glory, 
_ Zech.-vi, 13. “None but he‘was ‘capable to’be 
_ the general receiver of all things that the Fa- 
 ther-hath, and the difpofer and: difpenfer of 
Seagisthitiges, ioc 5 Se es a mesa 
_ 3. Herein appears beauty and wifdom, that 
in this difpenfation the plea/ure of all parties is 


confulted; even the pleafure of all the perfons 
of t glorious Trinity; J¢plea/ed the lather that 


. ‘wlnefs fhould dwell, Col.i. 19.. The word 
Faruer there is a fupplement, and not inthe 
original; therefore, this work of :repofing all 
things, all fulnefs in Chrift, may be looked 

_upon.as not only the work of the Father, but 
_ the work of the whole glorious Trinity; it 
leafed the Father, Son; and Holy Choft, that 
Chrift as Mediator, all fulnefs {hould dwell: 

1er propofed, the Son accepted, the Holy 
ited, that in him all fulnefs fhould 

e with rapturous pleafure. 

; it; for he fays, 

and, This 


Y HIMSELF. 


fure herein, fo the pleafure of all the redeem- 
ed, whofe eyes are opened to fee the glory of 
this method of falvation: how doesit fill them 
with joy unfpeakable and full of glory, that 
in Chrift they have all things! 

4. Herein appears beauty and wifdom, that 
in this difpenfation the ¢redit and honour of all 

-concerned is confulted ; for, 
(1.) Here God hath confulted the credit and 
honour of his own majefty and greatne/s, in put- 
ting all things in the hand of the fecond Adam, 
and not tranfacting any more with man im- 
mediately in his own perfon, now when turn- 
ed a rebel to his crown and dignity, but tranf- 
acting: immediately with Chrift, a perfon of 
-equal dignity with himfelf, and giving out all 
‘things through himto us. Thus weare taught 
‘to keep ‘ata due diftance from this infinitely 
“glorious Sovereign, and to come and receive 
blefiings, not immediately from God, but by 
‘the hand of Chrift the Mediator, who faith, / 
am the way: no man cometh to the Father but by me. 

(2:) He confulted the credit of his name, and 
of all his other glorious excellencies: the credit of 
his, broken law; how it might not only be fulfl- 
ded, but magmfed tothe utmott: the credit of his 
offended juftice; how it might be not only /aisfed, 
but glorified tothehigheft. Why,infinite Wifdom 
-knew that there ‘was nothing that the-violated 
‘law or injured attributes of God could demand, 
‘for the'reparation of their honour, but what 
the finner’s Surety, having all things, could an- 
fwer with eafe and toinfinite fatistaction: The 
Creditor well knew that the Surety was not 
only-creditable, but refponfable and able topay 

‘all the debt, but mighty to fave, mighty to fatisfy, 
mighty to give’all the infinite fatisfaction de- 
manded ;:infomuch, that mercy.to finners vents 
without prejudice to juftice; and the attributes 
of God feemingly inconfiftent, harmonioutly 
meetin'Chrift; Mercy and truth met together, righ- 
teoufnels and ‘peace kiffed each other; whereupon 
God pardons and juttifies, ‘fo:as not only to be 
merciful, but even ju/? in juftifying the ungodly. 

(3.) He hath ‘herein:confulted the credit of 
his Son, ‘Chri? Fe/us, who thusis honoured with 
aname above everyname ; all things being his, not 
only to'furnith him for his mediatorial fervice, 
but alfo to reward him for it; becaufe he became 
obedient to death, ‘even the death of the crofs, where- 
fore God hath highly exalted him, ond given hima 
name which is above every name, Phil. ii. 9. Heis 


289 


wert 


é 


ch 


t 
Kee 


290 
Chrift, as Mediator, is poffefed of all thingsthat the 
Father hath; then hence, sits 

1. It is moft native to infer, what our Lord 
Jefus himfelf demontftrates by it, namely, that 
there is good reafon why the Aly Spirit, by 
taking and fhewing the things of Chrift, doth 
glorify bim; even becaufe, all things that the 
Vather hath are his. The things of Chrift are 
glorious things: why? 1. They are the things 
of the Father, the things of God. Yea, 2. They 
are all things; nothing is wanting in our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. 3. They are all things that the 
Father actually bath; they are actually his. They 
are all mine, faith Chrift; and therefore, when 
the Spirit takes of mine and fhews it to you, it 
cannot but glorify me, and fhew my glory ; be- 
caufe, if the things of the Father be glorious 
things, then mine are fo: for, all things that the 
Father hath are mine. Vt is remarkable in the 
context, that every thing here that the Spirit 
is faid to do, when he comes to enlighten the 
world, is done by a demonftrative light, and 
by an evident clear demonftration: when he 
Shall convince the world of fin; how does he it? 
Even by this demonftration, Becau/e they believe 


not in me: this will above all things difcover | 


and demonftrate the world’s fin and enmity a- 
gainft God, when he convinceth them of wn- 
belief, or of their not believing in me, but re- 


jecting this greateft inftance of divine love. He 


will convince of righteoufne/s ; how? Even by this 
demonttration, that / have gone to the Father; for, 
this fhews, that God is well-pleafed with this 
righteoufnefs of mine, otherwife I would not 
have been received thus into the Father's em- 
braces, and to fit in the midft of the throne. 
He will convince of judgment ; how? Even by this 
demonftration, that the prince of this worldisjudg- 
ed: I have, by death, deffroyed ‘him that had the 
power over death, and execute judgment in per- 
fon upon enemies; therefore, judgment fall be 
brought forth into victory in behalf of all his peo- 
ple. And now again, He /hall glorify me, fays 
Chri; how? and by what demonttration? 
Why, He /hall take of mine and /hew rt to you. Well, 
how will this demonftrate my glory? Why, the 
argument fhineth with demonftrative light; 
All things that the Father hath are mine; therefore 
faid I unto you, he fhall receive of mine and f/hew tt 
unto you: where our Lord, by doubling the ex- 
preflion, declares what way the Spirit demon- 


{trates his glory; for, whenever the Spirit takes 


and fhews any thing of Chrift to us, then he 


lets in a ray and beam of the Father’s glory: 


am-witbhiitsscer hi: 


_ then the Father’s Spirit is his.. He is God equal 


becaufe all things that the Father hath are 
mine, and mine are his, therefore it is impof- 
fible when he fhews my glory and glorifies 
me, but the glory of God the Father muft fhine 


"9, If all the things the Father hath are his, 


ith the Father; and the Spirit of God is the 
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ator: andhe hath the giving of the Spirit unto 
men in his power; for, when he afcended up-on 
high, he led captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men; and he gave gifts to men, Eph. iv. 8.; and 
he ftill hath the giving of the Spirit in his hand. 
The Father fays, J have put my Spirit upon bim, 
and he {hall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles; he 
JSoall bring forth judgment unto truth, and fet judg- 


- ment in the earth ; and the ifles fhall wait for his law, 
Ifa. xl. 1, 3, 4. Hence he fays, The Spirit of the — 


Lord God 1s upon me, for he hath anointed me. And 
he having received gifts for men, even for the rebel- 
hous; fee by what authority we go about fuch. 
folemn work, and execute our minifterial fer- 
vice; why, all the gifts and graces of the Fa- 
ther’s Spirit are his to be communicated to us; 
and therefore as he had power and authority 
to promife the Spirit, faying, If 1go, Iwill fend 
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only naturally, as God; but donatively, as Medi- 


“ss 


him, and he fhall glorify me; for he fball receive of 


mine, and fhew it unto you: fo hehath power and 
authority to accomplith his promife. His pow- 
er is equally the fame this day, as it was when 
he firft gave /ome apoftles, fome prophets, fome evan- 
Selifts, fome paftors and teachers, for the work of the 


minfiry, for the edifying of the body of Chri; and, i 


I hope, he is to this day, giving and fealing 
our commiflion: for he that faid, All things that 
the Father hath are mine, and, all power in heaven 
and earth is given unto me, faid with the fame 
breath, Go ye therefore and teach all nations ; and lo 
I am with you always. Ti acs Bas 

It is therefore in his name, that fays, Ai 


things that thé Father hath are mine, and in his | 
authority, we execute this commiflion; and 


who are the menupon earth, or angels in hea- 
ven, that dare take upon them to fay it is an- 
lawful ; or dare upon any new pretences, and 
new. inventions of their own head, affume the 
power of counteracting his orders? No power 
or authority did dur Lord ever give to the emi- 
nent apoftles themfelves, but what was foredi- 
fication, and not for-defruction ; and what a hum- 


bling and aftonithing providenceis it, thatany — 


who bear the name of faints and fervants of 
Chrift, fhould be left of God to fuch amazing 
madnefs and diftraction, as to'affume to them- 


felves a power for deftruction, a power to com-_ 


mit facrilege and robbery upon the Jacred offices.of 


mumfters and elders; a power of {hutting the door ~ 
ue aa p § zs 


that he hath opened! who alone hath autho- 
rity to open and fhut, and who alone ¢ 


L have the key of the houfe of Davi 
none fhutteth: of thetc Ke} 
kingdom of heaven. 


eee rot Gt 
can fay, they are 
no angel dare fay, 


a 
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But, to return to,what I was faying. The 
Spirit of Chriftis the Father’s Spirit, and indeed 
a fatherly and friendly, not a furious nor vio- 
lent {pirit; Thus faith the Lord, Fury is not in me: 
and it is by this Spirit he feals the commiflion 
that he gives to the gofpel-minifter; we read, 
John xx. 22. that the Lord Fefus breathed on his dif 
ciples, and faid to them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoft. 
We pretend to no new revelation of the Spirit, 
or fuch extraordinary effufions thereof as the 
apoftles had; but, yet, what we have heard and 
Jeen, we may declare unto you, that you may have fel- 
low/hip with us in the fame Spirit. 1 hope I can 
fay, even fince the time I began to think upon 
this text, that now and then, the Lord hath 
breathed upon my foul; and may I not hope, 
fince I began to fpeak upon it, he hath been 

breathing upon you? Yea, what do I know, 
but he is breathing upon fome here, and fay- 
ing, Receive ye the Holy Ghoft? For, as allthings 
that the Father hath are mine, fo all the gifts, 
and graces, and influences of the Father’s Spi- 
rit are mine, to give out to you; therefore, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghof: and {ofaras this takes. 
place in any meafure, fo far‘is he fealing our 
miniftry; let men tear it andtrample on it at 
their peril. : | i ; 
3. See wherein itis, that the real per/onal glory 
of Chrift, as Mediator lies; and what is requi- 
fite for his declarative glory... His per/onal glory 
lies in this, that all things that the Father hath are 
dis: and that this glory may .be declared, he 
manifefts thefe things,andcommunicatesthem 
by his Spirit. It isnot poflible he can keep all 
thefe things to himfelf, and give out nothing; 
no: it ftands upon his honour and credit:as 
Mediator, and the church's Treafurer, to give 
out of that treafure of grace and fulnefs that is 
laid up in him for our behoof. Here is a door 
of hope for finners, that Chrift, as.a faithful 
Truftee, muft give out of his grace to make his 
people willing, and to bring them to himfelf; 
John x. 16. Other fheep 1 have that are not of this 
fold, thefe Gentiles, as well as Jews, / muft bring, 
and they fhall bear my voice; them:1 mutt bring. 
We aretold, Johniv. 4. He muft needs go through 
Samaria; why? for what end?;:It was even to 
give out of his grace toa poor harlot, a vile 
finful woman there; even fo, 1 hope, he mutt 
needs go through this congregation to-day, to 
give out of that ftore of all things, and of all 
fulnefs, which he hath for the fake of fome 
poor vile finner here. As there'was a blefled 
neceflity for his fuffering at Jerufalem; - yea, 
Luke xxiv. 26. Ought not Chrift tobave fuffered thefe 
things, and to enter into his glory?.’:ENen fo, there 
is a blefled neceflity for his applying the virtue 
_ of his death and fufferings, by pouring out’ of 
his Spirit, and communicating of his fulnefs. 
‘The.context here fhews, that-his glory and 


‘honour ftands upon, this, and his’ Father’s.glo- - 


ry too, that the Spirit be fent.to thew his trea- 
fures,. which are both; the: Father’s and his, 
Chrift.is not. proud of his treafures; fee how 
high and yet how humble our Lord Jefus. is, 
fo as. not to think-it below him: to ftoop: and 
diftribute thereof among poor beggars: unbe- 
lief fays, O. will he ever ae down and ;wath 
fuch.a leper as I,;when he is fo eminently and 
fo infinitely glorious as to have all things that 
the Father hath? Yea, but his grandeur and 
glory doesnot make him difdainful and lordly; 
Fefus knowing that all things were given him, be 
_ flooped down and wafhed kis difciples feet, John xiii. 
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3. O Sirs, it is ftrange! man, that hath nothing, 
is moft proud; but he that hath all things is 
moft humble: and becaufe he is fo highly ex- 
alted, therefore he ftoops to wath polluted fin- 
ners, faying, If I wa/h thee not, thou haft no part 
mme. eis exalted for this very end, to pat- 
don and purge guilty polluted finners; Aim 
hath God exalted to be a Prince anda Saviour, to give 
repentance and remiffion of fins to Ifrael, Acts v. 31. 
It is no difparagemeni to his exalted ftate for 
him to ftoop down and wafh your feet, and 
wath your heart: and this is the way he wafh- 
eth, by giving pardon and repentance. He 
knows, the lower he ftoops, the higher will 
he be honoured in thehearts of his people. Do 
you think the lefs of him, O believer, that he 
ftoops. and condefcends to wath you? No; you 
think the higher of him. O finner, do not 
through unbelief think him too high to look 
down:towards you; nay, the higher he is, the 
lower doth he ftoop: and therefore, the higher 
you conceive he is, the more hope you may 
conceive of his pity and favour towards you; 
and the more divine ftore you fee he hath, the 
more let your expectation arife, forfaith hath 
the more footing. 

4. Hence fee, how the infinite wiflom of God 
hath outwitted the policy of the devil, the old fer- 
pent, in robbing the firft Adam of all his ftock, 
and thereby thinking to deftroy all mankind; 
but, behold, the fecond Adam appears with a 
ftock incomparably greaterthan that which the 
firft Adam loft! It was a difmal thing to hear 
fuch fad news upon the breach and violation of 
the oldicovenant, Behold, all things: that man 
hadare loft! ButChrift,the new-covenant Head, 
comes in with glad news, Behold all things 
that God hath aremine!. O happy change of 
Adams! Happy change of covenants, and co- 
venant Heads! O what a well-furnifhed Saviour 
is here! -All things are mine. «And, O how well 
is it fecured in the ‘hands both of the Father 
and of the Son: for, all things. that the Father 
hath are mine! And; O how fully and divinely 
glorious is the treafure! What more full and 
extenfive than all things? And what more divine 
than all the things of God? Thefe glorious things, 
that could neverhave been feen otherwife, even 
all the.glory of God, to be feenin the face and 
perfon of Chrift, who is the Father’s reprefen- 
tative, not in fome things, :but.in all things; 
here is all the glory of God reprefented, 2 Cor. 
iil. 18. ayoG 

5. Hence fee, what a great want it is to want 
Curist; for then they want all things. Oh! 
the miuferable cafe .of the wicked, ungodly, 
Chriftlefs world; they are curfed in the want 
of all things: they-want all things that God 
hath,- while they are without Chrift; without 
him, ordinances aré nothing but: an empty 
fhell; the facramental fupper, without Chrift, 
is but an. empty table; fermons without Chrift, 
are but an empty found; heaven’ without 
Chrift, would be but darknefs, and if the Lamb 
were not the light of the place:-—But, on the 
other-hand, what a great thing muft it be to 
have Chriff? For, they that have him, have all 
things, Rom. viil..31.. When God gives Chritt, 
he cannot. but with him freely give us all things; 
all things that Chrift hath, and all things that 
the Father hath. O how happy are believers! 
All things are yours; for, ye are Chrift's, and Chrift is 
God’s: you have wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanci- 
fication, and redemption, and all things in 
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Chrift: itis eafy with Chrift to fupply all your 
needs, and to give you allfufficiency m all things, 
2 Cor. ix. 8. O what a well-furnithed table is 
the Lord’s table, when the Lord himfelf is pre- 
fented upon it! There is an overflowing ocean 
of all good in Chrift for finners, infinitely ex- 
ceeding all our fins and all our wants: it is 
unbelief that doth diminith and limit the ful- 
nefs of Chrift; it reveals a multitude of fins 
and wants, but it conceals and overlooks, the 
treafure of grace and fulnefs of all things that 
are in Chrift. But pafling other inf erences, at 
prefent. ro 

6 Hence fee, the duty of all poor and meedy 
Jimers, and where they ought to go for fupply, 
and for a fhare of all things they need: and 
what a broad foundation for faith is here. God 
in Chrift is the fountain of living waters. God 
the Father hath all things; but how fhall we 
come at them? Why, fays Chrift, come to me; 
for, they are all mine; mine to give out, mine 
to diitribute among poor needy finners.. Here 
is enough both to excite and direc? your faith. 

[1.] To move and excite faith. O may the Spi- 
rit come for this end. See that whatever you 
can object here is anfwered. 

(1.) Do you think with yourfelf, Ah! Iam 
univerfally deftitute ; | have nothing? Well, but 
here is a// things; and they are all mine, fays 
Chrift; therefore come to me. But, — 

(2.) Do you think that God is di/pleafed with 
you becaufe of your fin; and that the Father 
of Chrift hath no favour for you? Nay, but 
the fulne/s here exhibited, is the fulnefs of God 
the Father; even ALL the things that the Fa- 
ther hath. But, 

(3.) Do you think, O the Father is far away 
from me! how can I have all things that the 
Father hath? It is anfwered, They are!alllaid 
up inthe hands of a near friend and kinf/man ; 
they are all mine, fays Chrift, for your ufe. But, 

- (4.) Do you think, Alas! I dear of thefe glo- 
rious things, but I do not apprebendthem; lam 


blind and in the dark, fo as I cannot fee any. 


of thefe all things that Chrift and his Father 
hath? Well, put fays Chrift, my Spirit is at 


hand to receive of mine, and foew it unto you; and 


thus to glorify me: he would not glorify me if 
he did not fhew it unto you. But now, in fo 
far as he is fhewing it to you, he is glorifying 
me, by making me appear glorious’ ‘to you, 
more glorious than all the mountains of prey. © ~ - 
The Spirit fhews this glory of Chrift on in 
this.glafs of the word, 2 Cor. iii. 18. And if he 
be: thewing it to you, furely you muft be moved 
to: believe with application, that when Chrift 


hath fo much 3 you {hall not-want; and that he - 
hath enough: to:fpare unto you. : | ped 


to-believe his immen/e fulnefs, and't 


Nay, let faith: fay it is 
es. i. ie Sor sears ious. Ox 


for me, fi 


fiot be pinched to 
Il of lite; 
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and that therefore, if you would believe, you 
mutt remember, that faith to believe in the 
Sori of God is to be had where all other things 
are. Faith is the gift of God; and Chrift is the 
author of faith: therefore feek not to bring faith 


out of your own bowels; for, as faith comes by 


hearmg, fo nothing but the power of. God can 
produce it effectually; that is, by the go/pel’s 
coming, NOt im word only, but in power, and in the 
Holy Ghof. This power works fecretly and fi- 
lently upon the heart in hearing, when, per- 
haps, the perfon little knows that it is the 
power of God that is dealing with his heart; 
when yet, while the Spirit is in the word, fhew- 
ing the things of Chrift, there may be a heart- 
beating towards him; aheart-bleedin g, a heart- 
burfting, a heart-burning towards him: and, 


poflibly, the heart that was hard like a rock, 


now melting like water before the Lord; ‘yea, 
under this drawing power of the Spirit, there 
may be heart-panting after the Lord, and yet 
the poor foul, perhaps, doth not know that the 
power of God is prefent. This faith cometh 
not by working or doing, or forcing yourfelves up 
to ae ftrong actings; but it comes by Aear- 
: the actings of faith come by hearing of the 
obgcdt of faith prefented in the word, and by 
hearing what the Spirit fays of his glory. - 
Why then do you ftand poring upon your 


want of power to actfaith, as if you wereto pull 
it out of your own breathe: You will be nearer. — 


to your purpofe, if you pore upon the object of 


faith, wherein all things are. The foul, in be- 


lieving, confiders not, what ‘can Ido, but what 


‘can Chrift do; not, : whit: have I in me,’ but 


what hath Chrift in him: it is taken up with 
nothing but Chrift; and it is the beft act of 
faith that lofes-itfelf, ey is fwallowed up. in 
his fulnefs. ©. Cai Beet 

(2.): The next direction ‘to’ your faith, is, 
the claim of feat tebe sees foe ots o. tet 

d ink xf 


Bene 


to evr the noni given all Tee aiey mint be 
his before'they can-be ours.» All is mine firft, 
fays Chrift, before ever you can’ fhare; and nilaey 
are mine that they may be you edi- 
atorial right to them is on yo int: his 
love falls upon me,’ that it 

yous bis: aie r 110° 


tit Upon you p his 
itof my fulnefs 


for grace; his pro- 
hat it : ‘may be accom- 
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is here wrapped into the very midft of the Fa- 
ther’s glory! Allthings that the Fatber hath are mine. 


Chrift, the Mediator, is the Speaker here: and 


as he declares, to his Father's’ praife and ho- 
nour, that all things he hath for us are ori- 
ginally the Father’s, even that God,’ who / 
loved the world, as to give his only begotten Son, &c.: 


fo he proclaims his own glory that he hath . 


from the Father; Al] things that the Father hath 
are mine. We need not commend Chrift to you, 
as if we could fay more than he fays himfelf ; 
there is ten thoufand times more in this very 
word than men or angels can tell : therefore, 
O hear his commendation out of his own 
mouth, All things that the Father hath are nine. He 
fays elfewhere, Come to me, and Iwill give you ref. 
Why? what reft? what happinefs? what good 
things? Even all things that the Father hath, 
they are put in my hand to give. Chrift him- 
felf is here the dana commending himfelf, 
and offering himfelf. O Sirs, is there none 
here hearkening to him, and faying, O! ‘Ff is 
the voice of my Beloved; behold he cometh, ‘fhipping 
on the mountains, and leaping on the bills? \t is the 
voice of my Beloved, faying, Rife, my love, my fair 
one, and come away; for, lo the winter is paff, the 
rain is over and gone: the heavy fhower of the 
Father’s wrath for your fins hath fallen’on my 
‘head, and now all the treafures of the Father’s 
grace and love are put intomy hand; and will 
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arge draught of the Spit is to be had here 
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a3 
face. If you have heard what Chrift fays of 
himfelf, you have heard what the Spirit fays: 
and, O! the voice of the turtle agrees in One 
with the voice of Chrift.: This is the turtle 
dove that refts upon Chrift;"and when the voice 
of the turtle is heard, it is another argument 
by which Chrift courts his bride; Ri/2, my love, 
my fair one, and come away; thevoice of the turtle is 
heard in our land, Song ii. 10,—13. The voice 
of the turtle is again heard in Dunfermline; 
the Spirit is come to glorify Chrift, by making 
the words of Chrift found in ourears: All things 
that the Father hath are mine. — ° 

Quest. How hall I know, if I have believed 
what Chrift here fays, and what the Spirit fhews ; for, 
LT think I am yet brutifh in my knowledge ; I think I 
know nothing of this myfterious glory, how all things 
that the Father hath are'his; F think I have no right 
notion or underftanding herein?’ ~ 

In an/wer hereto, read and confider Jeremiah, 
chap. xxvi. 7. [ will give them'an heart to know me, 
that Lam the Lord; and I will be their God, and they 
Shall be my people: for they fhall return to me with their 
whole beart.. Whence you may fee,’ that the 
promife is not here of a bead knowledge, but a 
heart knowledge; for many learned heads, that 
have had very high ‘notions, ‘and lofty fpecu- 
lations, are lying in the bottom of hell: but, 
though you have not a head to know; yet, have 
you got a heart to know the Lord; a heart-defire 
to know him, fach as many learned rabbies 
never had? And, though you cannot boaft of 
knowing what a Lord he is; (for his glory is 
infinitely great above the language of men and 
angels;)' yet have you got a heart to’ know 
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the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
{hine into your hearts? Then furely our glori- 
ous Lord is welcoming you to his table, fay- 
ing, Rife, my love, my fair one, and come away: 
whatever be your wants, my Father hath let 


A Part of the DISCOURSE 


E are now to fet about the work of 
\ commemorating the love of Chrift, in 
giving himfelf a facrifice to fatisfy juftice for 
our fins; and to remember the love of God in 
Chrift, in whom is treafured up all things that 
the Father hath todifpenfe to poor finners. Here 
-is a feaft of fat things for'us; but, though it 
be prefented on the gofpel-table to all finners 
that hear the gofpel, yet it is prefented on the 
communion table, only to believers and friends, 
who.alone are capable of communion with 
him in all thefe things which the Father hath 
intrufted him with. 

Therefore, I muft debar enemies, who evi- 
dence themfelves to be fo, by their continuing 
to be impenitent breakers of God's com- 
mands, &c. * 

But, on the other hand, I do, in the fame 
name and authority, zmvite to the table of the 
Lord, all believers, and lovers of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, even though they have been former- 
ly of the black catalogue I have mentioned; if, 
upon a view of the glory of Chrift, they are 
brought to abhor them/élves, and repent on dufi and 
afbes. All who are brought to believe, that all 
things the Father hath are Chrift’s, and to be 
joyfully content that they fhould be humbled 

to nothing, and that Chrift fhould beall things 
to them; and particularly as made of God 
to them, wifdom, righteoufne/s, fanctification, and 
redemption: Are. you taking with your name, 
folly, and guilt, and fin, and muifery ; and. yet 
would willingly give Chrift the honour of his 
name, as made of God to you thefe oppofite 
remedies, viz. wifdom, and righteou/ne/s, and fanc- 
tification, and redemption? Are you taking with 
your vile name, faying, Truth, Lord, Lama dog ; 
yet, with the dogs, wanting to eat of the crumbs 
that fall from the Mafter’s table? Are you tak- 
ing with your name, Nothing, Nothing? Saying, 
Tam nothing but fin, I have nothing but fin, 
I can do nothing but fin, I deferve nothing but 
hell and wrath; and yet for all this, my heart 
leaps within me for joy to think of Chrift’s 
being all things to me, and having all things 
that the Father-hath. Are you content to be 
nothing that Chrift may be all things to you? 
And:to be worfe than nothing, that Chrift may 
be better, than.all things to you? Is that the 
frame of foul you are in, or have been in this 
day? Then, O come to his table, and fhare of 
fall things that he hath. = as 
"Have you got the faith of this glorious truth 
that proceeded out of the mouth of Chrift, Al/ 


h} 


N OW, believer, you are fet down to a featt 
of fat things, a feaft of great and glori- 
ous things. The Matter of the feaft, who 1s the 
matter of it, is faying, All things that the Father 
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me want for nothing. Do you want life, or 
light, or ftrength, or pardon, or grace? Let all 
your wants be upon me; for, A// things that the 
Father hath are mine. 257) 


at FENCING the TABLES. 


things that the Father bath are me? and have you 
therein feen his glory? If fo, then, 1. You have 
feen the glory of Chrift, as the glory of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, And 
hence, 2. You have feen Chritt’s trea/ure to be 
very gfeat and extenfive; no lefs than all things 
that can render you happy for ever. 3. You 
have feen the ftore and treafure he hath to be 
divine and excellent things; to be the things of 
God the Father. 4. You have feen. Chritt’s 
intereft and the Father’s. twiffed. together; and 
hence have feen the things of Chrift to be the 
things of God; and, the things of God to be 
the things of Chrift; the blood of Chrift to be 
the blood of God ; the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
to be the righteoufnefs of God; the words of 
Chrift to be the words of God; and the fulnefs 
of Chrift to be the fulnefs of God. 5. You 
have feen that though you have nothing, yet 
he hath enough to fpare for you; that in your 
Father's houfe there 1s, bread enough and to fpare. If 
you thought there was nothing to fpare for 
you, it would; flow from this unbelieving 
thought, that there is not bread enough, ful- 
nefs enough in Chrift; for, if you. believe there 
is bread enough in him, then you will believe 
there is to {pare alfo: and hence, have you not 
feen that your prefent, chief, and only good 


‘lies here?. And do you boaft of this as enough, - . 


and glory in Chrift? for, n.him Shall all the feed 
of rael be juftified, and fhall glory... 6. Do you.wa- 
lue and highly prize the Anointing that teacheth 
all things; and highly prize the Spirit’s work 
in glorifying Chrift, by taking of his and fhewing it 
to you? And are you.glad of every glance of his 
glory that the Spirit gives you in the word of 
grace; and in fo far as he gives you a heart to 
know him, a heart’s defire after him, and a 
heart’s delight in him?. O have you gotfome 
glance of a glorious Trinity in this. text;*and 
of the joint concern each perfon thereof hath, 
according to the diftiné&t ceeconomy. of the glo- 
rious Three-one God, in carrying one this work 
of redemption and falvation? And are you well- 
pleafed with this device as moft honourable to 
God, and profitable,to you? Hath any thing 
like this been formerly or prefently your heart- 
ravithing exercife?. Then, Oman, woman, thou 
art greatly beloved; Chrift is here himfelf in- 
viting you to his table, and. faying, Rie, my 
love, my fair one, and come away, refting on me 


for all things; for, Al/ things that the Father bath 
are mine, m rreer : 3 4 i YT 8 ; F 


ol Pe DISCOURSE at the SERVICE of the Fir TABLE. a 


hath are mine; and they are mine'for you: all 
my Father's treafures are mine; and all) my 
treafures are for you: and I am fent of the Fa- . 
ther to give all to you; to give:his love to you 


? ‘Though there be no precife form obferved in fencing the Lord’s table, every minifter being at liberty in this Teea; yet all the 


impenitent breakers of the Moral Law are generally debarred: of thefe our Author gives a fpecimen, Vol. I. p. 40,— 45. 
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“which he gave to me: fee John xvii. 23, 26. I 
am fent with the word of falvation to you; and 
am fent with the cup of falvation; and the 
bread of life to you. i abe 
- Our Lord Fefus Chrif, the fame night wherein he 
was betrayed, took bread, &c. O my friends, re- 
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isd 
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made me ‘know that God is a fovercign to be 
waited on, and not limited to my time: well- 
‘ordered calumny and reproach cat upon my name, 
that made me feek to have my name perfumed 
with the favour of Chrift’s name, which is as 
omtment poured forth, and made me fee how I 
was honoured to have fome conformity to 
Chrift, who was moft innocent, yer moit re- 
proached; and’ even to glory in the crofs of 
Chrift, and reckon the reproach of Chrif? greater 
riches than all the treafures of Egypt; tor I have 
found, that whenLhave been reproached for the 
name of Chriff, the Spirit of God and of glory hath 
refted on me: O well-ordered providence, that hath 
dried up the ftreams of creature comforts, and 


After the fame manner alfo, after fupper, be. took worldly enjoyments, that I might betake my-_ 


Chrift are in this cup of bleflings.:,.¥ 
now getting the feal of the covenant 6f- pre 
‘mife, and you may be fure that the covenant 
‘is well-ordered in all things, feeing that all 
things the Father hath are his, and committed 
to his management; therefore, all things, 
however heavy and trying, fhall be well-order- 
ed. All the children fhall have this to fay in 
the iffue of all their troubles, that he hath done 


all things well. It is unbelief that fays, O! this 


and that is an ill-ordered providence, an ill- 
ordered trial. -Tarry a little, till faith look up 
and fee that Chrift hath the: management of it, 
‘and you will fee therein infinite wifdom-.and ho- 
linefs, truth and faithfulnefs. And in the faith 
of all being in Chrift’s hand, by the Father’s 
‘appointment, you will have ground to fay, O 
swell-ordered temptation, that hath thus tended to 


_ chumble me: well-ordered tribulation, that made 
_ ame feek and take reft in God only as my hid- 
_ ding-place: ‘well-ordered ‘opprefion that I met 


‘with, “vhich, through grace, made me run to 


- him who is a refuge for the oppreffed: well-order- 


“ed chaftifement, that hath fent me to my heaven- 
Father: well-ordered /offes.and crofés, that 
e.contributed to win my heart, and made 


againft fin; and mademe fet the 
ven againft the power of hell, and the power 
of Chrift againft the powerof fin: well-ordered 


that tended to fill my foul with holy revenge 


_ difappointment t met with at fuch a time, that 


~~ ee 
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f- pro- 


power of hea- 


 felf.to the fountain of confolation: well-order- 


ed difpenfation, that friends and brethren turn- 
ed their backs upon me; for, when all men for- 
Sook me, the Lord flood with me, and firengthened me ; 
and, Iwas not alone, for the Father was with me: 
O well-ordered weakne/s' and fainting, under fuch 
and fuch a fhaking and finking providénce, 
that made me run to that name of the Lord as 
a {trong tower, the God who gives power to the 
faint, and to- them that hath no might be increafeth 
Jirangth ; for the Creator of the ends of the earth faint- 
eth not, neither is weary ; there ts no Searching of ‘brs 
underfianding.—The covenant being well-order- 
ed in all things, makes even the greateft ex- 
tremity to be well-ordered, for making: the 
Lord’s appearing at fuch a time to be the more 
wonderful and welcome; and all, becaufe 
Chrift hath all things that the Father hath, and 
the ordering of all providences, and will'make 
all work together for good to them that love him. 
You may be fure that all things that God — 
hath promifed will be accomplithed; for, the 
“promifes are all Yea and Amen in Chri, You may 
be fure, that all things whatjoever you afk believ- 
ingly, you fhall receive, John XiV. 13,14. Xvi. 23. 
‘Here is a never-failing fountain of joy and 
comfort to you, though all things elfe fhould 
fail you; though flefh and heart fhould fail 
you; though the good frame you have fhould 
fail-you; though minifters and people{hould 
fail you; yet God will fail you never; for; he 


will be the firength of your heart, and your ‘portion for 


ever. All things that you have, and that crea- 
tures have, may fail, becaufe all fle/h is graf; 
but the ail things that the Father hath, cannot 
fail you; becaufe Chritt is poflefled of them, 
he has faid, they are all mine. 9 6 8 
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ly upon; they are all Ya and Amen in Chrift Fefus 
to the glory of God, 2 Cor. 1s2Os 
. In Chrift we have all things more comfort- 
ably. This is the comfort as well as the honour 
of all the faints, that now their ftore is lodged 
in the hands of the Father’s Beloved, and their 
in whom God is well- -pleafed, and 
they are well-pleafed; and that their fupply 
runs in fuch a fweet channel: for, thus we en- 
joy God, through Fefus Chri, by hon we have re- 
ceived the atonement, Rom. v. 11. 
5. In Chrift we have all thin gs more wonder= 
fully, to the fuprize and admiration of men and 
angels. Chrift’s name is wonderful to all the 
rational world, that are enlightened in the 
knowledge of him; Great is the myftery of godh- 
nefi,. Angels defire to look into it; and new 
feenes of wonder will open out of this contriv- 
ance of infinite wifdom to all eternity. 
6. In Chrift we have all things more dunablhs : 
I have faid, Mercy fball be built up for ever, Palm 
jxxxix. 2... The.covenant of grace and. mercy 
is an everlafling covenant; it ftands faft in 
Chrift. The covenant of works was properly 
betwixt God and man, like a bridge over a ri- 
yer, the one end built with firm ftone, the o- 
ther of fading clay, and fo the weak end fell 
down; and there is no pafling to heaven by 
any fuch bridge, by any fuch covenant: Such 
is the Arminians covenant, that makes God’s 
will one end of it,and man’s free-will another ; 
but-no wonder that the weak.end fall down, 
and there be no paflage that way. But the 
covenant of grace is better ordered, and better 
built; it is made betwixt God and ‘Chrift,, two 
divine and everlafting perfons: therefore, Mer- 
cy [hall be built-up for ever, If it be afked,; What 
is our part of the covenant? Indeed, we make 
-no-part of the bridge at all; we are only ¢alled 
-by faith to pafs.along by this bridge: this faith 
is properly no, part of the bridge itfelf, but-a 
taking the bridge, when, in.a day of power, 
‘we are perfuaded totake it; that is,to embrace 
‘Chrift, and receive him, and then to walk in 
him; and fo to walk along the bridge: till:-we 
‘come to heaven, and thustolive a life of faith 
cand gofpel obedience. 
-*< 7, In-Chrift.we, have all things more es 
As. the new-coyenant bridge is firm, fo it is 
free to all\paflengers. At-fome: bridges there 
is-money to pay, before. you be allowed to pads; 
but ‘there, is none-here: whofoever will may 
come and pafs. But the old-covenant bridge 
is ftill the old price: it requires more money, 
of perfonal obedience to the law, than you are 
able to give it; whereas the new-covenant 


bridge is fuch.a free paflage, that it requires al ha ae 


lefs money than you are willing to. ‘give, Ifa. 
Ivia ee 3x till-God,' by a work,of humiliation, 
your-empty ife, and make:you 

ved. by; free. ¢ and, con- 
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foul that comes to live upon, this 
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rags; you will fall into the gulf of wrath. 
But, for you that are poor, muiferable, wretched, 


bind and naked, having no money, no grace, no oe 


good. qualifications that you can fee, which 
indeed is the cafe with all, though all. have 
not their eyes open to fee it; here is a good 
paflage to-you, free paflage; and the poorer 
you come, the welcomer. As Chrift hath laid | 
himfelflikea bridge over the gulfof God’s wrath 
and terrible juftice, over which we may pafs 
to the enjoyment of God; fo, he hath all johage 
provided for the pooreft paflenger. Chrift is 


the way to the Father; and there is no fear of | 


want of provifion for them that take this way: 
for, alj things that the Father hath are bis. 

8. In Chrift we have all things more bonita 
ably: and this is the honour of all the faints, 
that Chrift is their all; and that of God they are 
in Chrift Fefus, who of God alfo is made unto them 
wifdom, and righteoufne/s, and Sanit ification, fe Te- 
demption, and all things. Here is divine plenty 
and variety: for, in him, as a Prophet, they 
have all things neceflary for their inftruction 
and illumination: in him, asa Prie/ff, they have 
all things neceflary for their juftification: in 
him, as a King, all things ‘needful for their 
fanétification: in him, as a Phy/ician, they have 
all things needful for their healing: 
as a Surety, they have all things neceflary for 
paying their debt: .in-him, as a Trea/urer, all 


things neceflary for fupplying their wants: — 


in him, as a Counfellor, all.things neceflar y for 
their direction: in. him, as a Commander; all 
things neceflary for their protection: in ‘him, 
as an'everlafiing Father, all things neceflary for 
their.everlafting provifion. — Here, indeed, -is 
royal ;provifion,.and honourable entertain- 
ment... Nothing) is wanting where all things 
are: and: furely,.if ‘you’ be 4.gofpel:. believer, 
who area hearer. of thefe glad_nidings,- you 
will not, be ftanding. on difhonourable terms 
It were difhonoutable to a great 
man to offer money for.a fre¢ifeaft, to which 
he invites his guefts: how /difhonourable to 
the great God is it..to. ftand upon terms and 
conditions with. him? He ftands upon no 
terms with us, . who have nothing, «when: he 
invites: us to.come: vand thare: of. all: things 
freely. bye 
God ftood’ vipow. it terms with oa Shoe Je 
terms honourablé,to law and ju- 
flice, viz. perfeed obedience and complete fabiafattion: 
but. now Chrift having fulfilled: thefe terms, t 
the honor; cok kant j ee therefore, God 


age “Phis is, ea an ho- 
nourable way more honour comes to ad 
this way tha in any.other, and-mofe to” 
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and if you ftudy Chrift, without ftudying your 
condition, then you will be filled with pride 
and prefumption. If you be ignorant, think 
upon Chrift as. a Prophet; if guilty,now think 
on Chriftas a Prieft ; if enflaved, now ftudy him 
as a King: Chrift hath titles fuited to your con- 
dition; therefore lay his titles and your con- 
dition together. It is remarkable, that all the 
epiftles tothe feven churches of Afia begin with 
fome title of Chrift, fuited to the condition of 
thatchurch: forexample, histitleto the church 
of Smyrna, Rev. 11. 8.18, The firftand the laft, that 
was dead and 1s ahve; why fo? Becaufe they were 
to fuffer hard things, and were called to be faith- 
ful unto death, and fo on: he fhews that he hath 
titles fuited to every cafe. Thus, fet you his 
names and titles, that fuit your condition, juft 
over againft it, and affure yourfelves, that Chritt 
will make good his titles that: he is cloathed 
with: if the title be, 7he Lord is my /hepherd, then 
Imayaflure myfelf, J /hall not want,Plal, xxiii.t. 
‘Thus do you; when you find diftrefs among 
the faints, then remember his title, 74e King of 
faints: when there isa diforder among the na- 
tions, remember his title, The Aing of nations : 
when you find darknefs overfpreading your 
fouls, remember his. title, Zamthe Light of the 
world: when you find death and deadnefs tak- 
‘ing place; remember his title, Jam the re/urrec- 
tion and. the hfe: when yoware reproached, trou- 
bled, andopprefled; remember histitle, that he 
is a refuge in time of trouble ;.a prefent help. Know, 
that as Chrift and the promife is‘yours in the 
gofpel-offer and publication, to be believed in, 
and refted upon; fo, Chrift is fo far yours in 
poffeffion,as you,' through grace, improvehim, 
and reft upon him;-and the promife is fo far 
yours in poffeflion, as ‘you improve it, and reft 
uponit. Thus you may be poflefled of all things. 
+, Again, hence learn how groundle/s the com- 
plaints of believers are when they «complain of 
wants. Whatever you want, yet ftill look to 
him, and you will fee you want nothing. :; Do 
you fay, Alas! I want fuch and fuch.a nearre- 
lation? Why, do you complain as long as you 
have fuch a relation as Chrift living? Willyou 
fay, want a dear child? Is he not better to-you 
than ten children? Do you want:a. Father. as 
long as your everlafting Father remains? Yea, 
here is comfort enough even in the cafe of 
parting with. all things in-the world; you may 
day. joyfully, Farewel  pafling *thadows and 
empty nothings, and welcome Jefus who hath 
all things that the Father hath,and who invites 
me to.the everlafting enjoyment thereof. | Let 
no extreme difficulty difcourage you, and make 
you think, Oh!) it)is impoffible relief. can now 
come: what? are not all things pofflible to him 
that, hath all things in his, hand?) Yea, all things 
are poffibleto him that believeth; and it is poflible 
for you. to do all things through Chrift:firengthemng 
you, even to ,overleap: the .bigheft walls, to. break 
‘bows. of feelin. pieces, and wade through the deep- 
‘eft fords in your way. _What- ailed-thee, O fea! 
that thou fledfi? and thou, Jordan, that thou. waft 
driven.back? Tremble thouearth at the prefence of the 
Lord, at the prefence-of the God of Facob... 9 > ©! 
O. believer! let -him that hath all things t 

Father hath, be a/l things to you: let him be'the 
‘all of your knowledge, faying with Paul, J defire 
to know nothing but. Chrit, and him crucified: what, 
Paul! was you not acquaint with the'heathen 
poets, and all the learning of your age? ‘True; 
but J count all dung forthe excellency of the knowledge 


Ne * aie 


BY HIMSELF, 207 


of Chrift; in knowing him I know all things. 
Let Chrift be the all of your defire, faying, Whom 
have I in heaven but thee? and there is none on earth 
that I defire befide thee, Pfal. \xxiii. 25. One thing 
have I defired of the Lord, that will I feck after, that 
1 may dwell in the boufe of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the beanty of the Lord, and to enquire in 
his temple,.Pfal. xxvii. 4. This is all my falva- 
tion and all my defire. Let him be the all of 
your /ove and delight: let him be the all of your 
cfeem, the all of your joy, the all of your gloria- 
tion, the all of your //e, and theallof your truf 
and confidence. 

Again, O believer! hold your clam to all 
things only in him who hath all things that the 
Father bath; and reckon yourfelf fure of nothing 
but what you havein him. Whatclaim have 
you to the promifes, but in him im whom they are 
all Yea, and Amen? What claim to pardon of fin, 
but only in his blood?) What claim have you 
to a comfortable hfe, but in him who is the Con- 
Solation of Ifrael? What claim toa happy death, but 
in him who hath the keys of hell and of death? 
What claim to a bleffed refurrection, but in him 
who is’ the refurrection‘and the life, and is rifen as 
the firft fruits of them that fleep? ‘What claim to 
everlafiing life, but in him who is the true God 
and eternal life? The gift of Godis eternal hfe, through 
Fefus Chrift our Lord.’ What claim have you to 
God as your God.and Father, but in him who 
fays, J afcend to my Father, and-your Father; to my 
God, and your God? —As a found believer will 
hold his claim to'all things only in Chrift; fo, 
he ‘will: reckon himfelf dure of nothing but 
what he hath in Chrift.. What you have in the 
world,;\you are not fure of for.a day nor a mo- 
ment: what you have in your own hand may 
quickly be loft, whether they are temporal or 
{piritual .enjoyments;: flefh, and heart, and 
frames; and comforts, and all may fail you; 
but of allthings you have in Chrift you may 
well reckon yourfelf fure; they are as fafe 
in his hand as in his ‘Father’s; for, be and his 
Father are one, John x. 28, 29, 39. 

The great promife of the new €ovenant is, J 
will be thy God: thisi‘promife comprehends all 
things that God hath to give,’ and all things 
that we need to make us happy for time and 
eternity. But ifthe queftion be, How /hall this 
promfe be made good to us? We are to remember, 
that this new-covenant promife is made firft to 
Chrift, the feed of the woman, {poken of, Gen. 
iii. 15.:and who is called the feed of Abraham, 
Genv xxii. 18. In thy feed /hall all the families of the 
earth be bleffed; this 1s diftinctly explained’ of 
Chrift;: Gal. iii. 1.6. Now to Abraham, and to bis 
jeed, were the promifés made; He fays not, And to 
Jeeds,'as-of many, but as of one, and to thy feed, that 
is Chrift. Now; the promifes: being all made to 
Chrift: primarily, this promife, Twill be' thy God, 
lights firfturpon him‘as Mediator, and he claims 
it, according as itis faid, Pfal: lxxxix. 26. Thou 
art my Father, be fball-cry, thou art my God alone : 
he claimed it when banging upon the crofs, with 
any Evi, Es,’ My'God,' ay’ God? he claimed it 
when mounting the throne $M afcend- to. my Father, 
and yoursFather: tomy God, and’ your God. It-is. 
therefore evident how ‘God becomes our God, 
according to that promife, [will be thy God ; we 
are-to look upon it asa promife made firft to 
Chrift, our glorious Mediator atid exalted Head: 
if-it did not belong to him’ firft, it could not 
belong to ‘us: God and all ‘things that he hath 
are his;/and in him, ‘Cod and all Rede tat 
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he hath, come to be ours, who believe in him; 
and who believe fo as to receive his teftimony 
that he gives of himfelf, faying, sas \ebarigs that 
the Father hath are mine. 

But if the next. qneftion be, How are allthings - 
that Chrift hath made ours? We anfwer, By ma- 
nifeftation and communication, as the context 
fhews: Allthings that the Father hath are mine ; that 
is, either, 1. Mine to give you a fight of them 
by manifeftation: Or, 2. Mine to give youa /hare 
of them by communication: or, 3. Mine to give 
you both a fight and /hare by manifefing and 
communicating them: For this end the Spirit fhall be 
ent to glorify me, by recerving of mune and /hewing 
it to you. 

Hence fee reafon to hearken to Chrift’s voice, 
when he comes to open and difcover the Fa- 
ther’s treafures, and difpenfe them to us. The 
Father hath faid of him, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well-pleafed, bear ye him: why then, 
let us hear what he fays; and, 1. What fays 
he of his FATHER? namely, That the Father hath 
all things: yea, but what is that to us? The 
Father is not our Redeemer; he did not take 
on our nature; he did not become our, kinf- 
man: well, but, 2. What fays he of HimsELF? 
All things that the Father hath are mine ; and there- 
fore you have aconcern in them, a relation to 
them, anda right to claim them as your own; 
in him whom the Father hath given to be a co- 
venant of the people, the light of the Gentiles, and to 
be wifdom, righteoufne/s, fanét ification, and. redemp- 
tion; a Prophet, Prieft, King, and all to you. » 

Our Lord {peaks here of all things the Father - 
hath as his, not efentially, by nature, as he is 
God; for thus, 4e and bis Father are one; but 
economically, by, office, as he is Mediator; for 
thus, he is the Father’s Servant and Commiffioner, 
to come and:difcover and difpenfe all his trea- 
fures that he hath to give out to us, and that — 
‘we as creatures are capable of receiving and 
enjoying: More particularly, when he fays, 
All things that the Father hath are mine, 

[1.] He fays, the Father bim/elf is mine: he is 
‘my Father, and my God; and this I came to 
tell you, thatinme you may fee him tobe your 
Father, and your God, and hear him faying, 
as Jer. 11. 4. Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, 
My Father? It is in Chrift that he iffues out 
that firft command, Thou Shalt have no other God 
before me; but know and acknowledge him to 
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be the Lord your God and Redeemer. Thus, 
i by. the hand of Chrift, God difcovers and dif- 
3 ; pentes, himfelf to us as our God and Father: 


this includes all things elfe that can be faid ; 
all things he hath are mine,, béecaufe he him- 
_ felfismine: and this difcovery opens yourright — 
aoe to him‘as your. God. and. Father too, becaufe of 
i your right tome; and you have fuch'a right © 
-. *  _ teeme. by wartue: of my. being. the Father's gift | 
- to you, that you 
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yours who receive me: All things are yours, whe- 
ther Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or hi ife, or death, or 
things prefent, or things to come, all are yours, and ye 
are Chrift’s, and Chrift 1s God's, 1 Cor. 1i1. 22,23. But, sf 

-[2.] And more particularly, as the FATHER : ae 
is mine, fo ALL THINGS thatthe Father hath are 
mine; and here is alfo a field to travel through, 
which to all eternity we'can never come to the 
end of. Befides what I have formerly offered, z 
there are fome particulars I would mention, Rigs 
which we may gather from the word. What 
then are the particular things the Father hath 
which Chrift {peaks of, faying, They are mine 
to difcover and difpenfe to the children of men? 
The fum of them i is, 

~The Father’s mind is mine todifcover ahd ce 
clofe unto you; and, indeed, God’s mind is . 
himfelf, and when his mind is told, he him- 
{elf is declared: fee John 1. 18.°No man hath feen 
God at any time, the only begotten Son which is inthe 
bofom of the Father, he hath declared him. The Fa-, 
ther’s mind is his bofom; ‘and Chriftwas,and ~~ 
for ever is, in the Father’s bofom, and he hath 
declared him; not only as a Prophet, declaring 
the mind of God, but as the beavens declare the ~ 
glory of God; Chrift i is not only a great Prophet. 
to teach, but a bright Heaven to declare the eet. 
Father's mind; for, he is ¢he brightne/s of the Fa- : 
ther’s glory, and the exprefsimage of bis perfon. When 
therefore he ‘fays, All things that the Father hath 
are me, he fays, the Father’s mind i is mine to 
difcover and ‘difpenfe to you... 

Quest. What are the fpecial things in the F ater’ s 
mind that are in Chri ys 5 comm if 10M a if to di lenis and 
difpenfe ? | 

Answ. Many thin os ofthis fore 


doth Chrift 
declare, in this fermon - to: his’ difciples, from | 
chapter fourteenth, to the end of this chap SPs 
I will name five or fix. 
1. It was the Father’s cae hae Chrift fhould 
‘tell us of a refing place from heart-trouble, even 
in this world; and that this refting-place is not 
an abfolute God, but a God ‘in’ ‘Chrift; ohn 
xiv. 1. Let not your heart be troubled, ye beheve in . 
God, ‘believe alfo in me; and that thus and thus =.‘ 
only, you will. get reft to your hearts, in God : 
even by me; for, No man cometh to the Father but 
by me. Tt was my Father’s mind, that I fhould~ 
come and bring you to God; for, as it’is‘faid, | 
1)Pet. 1. 18.:Chrift.alfo has once > fl (fered for fins, the 
jupifor the unjuft, that be might bring us toGods ‘Rév.’ 
v..9. Thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us to God by 
thy blood». Let not your. bei rt be. troubled then, syel ‘be- 
lieve.in God, believe alfo’ in me, whom 
forth to be a propitiation, and } ! 
‘found reft:and>fatisfaction 'to his juttice, that 
e where God:refts, even inme. 
“jai It was the Father’s mind, that ‘Chrift fhould 
tell\us of arefi ing-place in the world to com 
this w ea 
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rie g reft was to be with him and his Father 
there. 

- 3. Itwas the Father’s mind, that Chrift fhould 


come and tell us we were to have the Father’s 
ear, whenever we fhould apply to the throne 


we Teron 


Ms 
bs 
' 


of grace; And whatfoever ye fhall afk in my name, 


that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If ye fhall afk any thing in my name; I will do 
it, John xiv..13, 14. It fays, we fhould never 
want errands to come to God withal, but yet 
come, when we would, in the name of Chritt, 
we fhould have his ear open to our fuits, as 
the bearer of prayer, and the anf{werer of requetts. 
4. It was the Father’s mind, that Chrift fhould 
_ tellus of the bleffed Comforter, John xiv; his name, 
and abode with us, ver. 16, 17,18.; his attend- 
» ants, namely, the Father, and the Son, ver.23; his 


offices, ver. 26. xv. 26. xvi. 8, 9, 10, 14, 19.: all 


am fhewing how he was to confirm and comfort 
them. Again, among the myfteries of the Fa- 
ther’s mind, | : 


F 


An. 


‘ 


ufe ye are not of the world, but I have chofen-you out 
= ‘the world, therefore the world hateth you. 2. 'The 
ot Ted world’s r. we, John xvi. 2. They /hall put you out 
"of the fynagogues; yea, the time cometh, that whofo- 
ever killeth you, will think he doth God fervice, &c. 
_ It was his mind, to tell them the worft, as well 
>. asithe beft. ; MPS ei eta LiL 
a 6. It was the Father’s mind, that Chrift fhould 
: come and publifh the Father’s peace, and his 
"peace to them amidft all their tribulations; fee 
_ and compare John xiv. 27. with xvi. 33. Itis 


3 


_ another fort of peace than that of the world, 
_. which is a finful and carnal peace, whereas 


. . 
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this is holy; that is a crazy, brittle peace, 
whereas this is abiding; that, an outward peace 
from outward things; this, from inward and 
fpiritual things; that, outward objectively ; 
this, inward fubjectively, folid heart peace, 
Phil. iv. 7. the peace of God; that,’a peace that 
is foon off, indeed; but this, ike that in Pfal. 
xix. 165. Great peace have they that love thy law, and 
nothing [hall offend them. Lovers of the truth are 
leaft liable to offence: many take offence where 
none is given ; thus Chrift himfelf was a ftone 
of fumbling, and rock of offence; he was to the Jews 
a flumbling-block: they were offended at his per- 
fon and doétrine ; Becaufe, I faid, except you eat 
my fief, and drink my blood, you cannot have life, &c. 
Doth this offend you? When men are offended at 
the word of God, it argues little love to the 
word; for, Great peace have they that love thy word, 
and nothing fhall ofend them. This divine peace 
is the part of the mind of God that Chrift hath 
to difcover to his difciples. God is the God 
of peace; and all things that God hath, Chrift 
hath to give; therefore fays, My peace I leave to 
you; im me ye fhall have peace. 


-T fhall only add a word in general to all. Let 
none go away from this occafion, complaining, 
and faying, There was nothing to {pare for 
them ; for, behold, before you go, I will give you 
fomething that is worth a thoufand worlds, 
and that is an offer of Chrift, and all things 
in him, that can make your foul happy fot e- 
ver, even all the’ unfearchable riches of Chritt: 
he is courting’you, and commending himfelf 
to you in thefe words, All things that the Father 
hath are mine: there is therefore nothin g to hin- 
der your matching and marrying with the Son 
of God; All things are ready, come to the marriage, 
Matth, xxii. 4. The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things to him, and hath made him 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanctification, redemp- 
tion, and all things for your ufe, that you may 
receive and welcome him: he wants nothing, 
for he hath all things ready: and if you fay, 
you are not ready, for you want all things ; 
you want faith, repentance, love, and every 
grace; your want is no excufe, but a reafon 
why you muft come to him for all thing's you 
want; you will never fhare of them nor find 


them, but where they are; if you comie net to 


_him, you muft want for ever, and live and die 
curfed in the want of all things.—O may your 
ears be opened to hear the voice of Chrift, fay- 
ing, Come tome ; whofoever will let him come, and 


_ take the waters of life freely ; that is, of all good 


things that I have to give; for, All things that 
the Father hath are mine. ah 


- 


CULE 


_ of, the great 


300 THE=~ GRE PAW, HPqR 
whole of this chapter is confolatory; and holds 
forth fome fpecial grounds of confolation for 
fupporting juftified and fanctified ones againft 
all evil whatfoever. We may take up the fub- 
ftance of the chapter in four heads. 
1. We have comfort againft the condemning 
fentence of the law, in the beginning of the chap- 
rer, tothe fifth verfe.. Such as have union with 
Chrift have no reafon to fear the dreadful fen- 
tence of the minatory part of the law. ; 
2. Wehave comfort againtt indwelling fim, that 
adheres even to them that are juftified and fan- 
tified ; for it {hall never hinder the indwelling 
of the Spirit here, nor the glorious refurrecti- 
on of the body at the laft day, nor the eternal 
happinefs of both foul and body; from the 
. fifth, to the feventeenth verfe. arte 
3. There is comfort againft all affhctions, cro/- 
es, and tribulations in this world; from verfe fe- 
venteenth to the thirty-third. : ‘lf 2k 
4. Not only comfort againft all adverfity, but 
againtt all adverfaries whatfoever, and againft 
all charges and challenges, infomuch, that believ- 
ers are brought in triumphing in the God that 
jupifies, fo as none can Lay any thing to their charge. 
The chapter begins with xo condemnation to the 
believer; and it ends with no feparation from 
Chrift: and, to be fure, the top-ftone has a folid 
foundation; for, nothing can be more cer- 
tain than this, That there is no condemnation to 
them, as to whom there is no /eparation from 
Chritt. 
This text is one of the pearls of the. third 
part of this chapter; and it contains a fum of 
the believer’s comforts. There are two things 
_ efpecially that hinder the comfort and confo- 
lation of a Chriftian ; the one is,fm, the head of 
_ the ferpent; and the other is affction, the tail 
of the ferpent: againft which the apoftle brings 
a fovereign remedy taken from the providence 
of God, which is the daily executor of his pur- 
pote, Working all.things according ta the counfel of bis 
will, and making them the means. to help for- 


ward the happy end: nothing {hall hinder, but — 
rather every thing fhall promote their fpiri-— 


SERM. CIX. 
know, that all things. work, together for good to them 
that love God. Binns i | 
2. We have a due /imitation, or reftriction ; or, 
if you will, a /pecification of the objects to whom 
this comfort pertains, to them that /ove God, and 
are the called according to his purpofe.. And here 


IVILEGEX OF 


alfo four things may be obferved. ‘(1.) The 


cardinal grace by which the believing child of. 
God is defcribed, namely, Love.. 


namely, Gop. Every believer-is a /over; and 
the principal object of his love, is a God in Chrift. 


(3.) The stemediate root and /pring of this dove, and. 
that is calling ; they are called, viz. effectually, - 


and fo have Chrift formed in them, and are new 
creatures. (4.) The eternal foundation of this call, 
and that is the divine. purpo/e ; they‘are called, 
according to bis purpofe: and this purpofe of God, 


as the foundation of effectual calhng, is more _ 
clearly explained in the following verfes, 29,30. 


Whom he did foreknow, them alfo he did predeflinate 
to be conformed to the image of his Son. - Moreover, 
Whom he. did predeftinate, them he alfo CALLED; 


God (2.)\ The 
glorious objec om Whom. this fove is terminate, 


and whom he CALUED, them he alfo juftified; and 


whom he juftified, them he alfo glorifed. There is, 
therefore, here a remarkable chain in anfwer- 
ing this queftion, Who they are to, whom all things 
Shall work together for good? Why, it is the eleé#. 
—But, How /hall we know who are elect? Why, 


they are effectually called in time. — But how /hall 


we know who are effectually called? Why, even by 


their Jove to God: we may know eternal election — 


by vocation; and effectual vocation, by our internal 
affection toward God in Chrift. » : iat 

Obferve in general,. “That God’s free love, 
“ and gracious ‘purpofe,. is fertile and produc+ 
“ tive of many precious fruits,” Why, on this 
root grows the blefling of efedtual calling, where= 
in the feed of all grace is fown, whence love 
particularly fprings; infomuch, that our Jove 
to God, if it be true and genuine, is the fruit 
of God's everlafting love to’uss. On this root 


alfo. grows the co-eperation of all things Soran 
good; infomuch, that it may well be faid of 
believers in Chrift, and lovers of God, Aun 


tual good and eternal happinefs. All things /hall - things are yours, The God that made all things 


work together for good to them that love God, to them 
‘wax 


that are the called according to his purpofe. 


The words contain two general parts. We 


have, 1. Adivine con/olation, encouragement, and pri- 
vilege; We know, that allthings work together for good, 
2. A due limitation or reftriction, fpecitying the ob- 
jects ro whom this comfort pertains ; it is to 
them that Jove God, and are the called according to 
bis purpofe. Pas Bee 


J, To enquire what we are to unc 


had. no other defign in doing, fo, but his own 
and lovers. . 
cs 


glory, and the good of his friends. 
O! how fruitful is his /ree\ love, and grac 


purpofe?. Y might here relate to you fome of tk 


dogtrine I mainly intend. 9) 
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important fubject, as the Lord fhall be pleafed — 2 


to aflift, is the following. 
‘this note of univerfality, At 
‘What is thi ! 
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for faying, We kiow that it {hall be fo; 
and here alfo obferve the fuitablene/s and 
connexion between this character of loving 
God; and this privilege of all things working 

together for good. + © 

VI. Deduce fome inferences forthe application 
of the whole... 0: | 


I. Weare firft to open up this noteof univers 
Jality, SLL THINGS. © This we fhall eflay both 
negatively and pofitively. | Dick 

rf, View it negatively. And in general, we 

‘are not to underftand it /imply or abjolutely, but 
relatively or refpectively : that. isto fay, we are 
not fo to: view it, as if all thin gs mdefinitely, even 
thefe that the believer has no concern in, oF 

notice of; fuch as all things that fall out in 
~ China or 1 la were to work for his good who 

lives here: But we are to underftand it rvlatine- 
_ y, of all things that relate to him; and wherein 
_ heis immediately concerned; aad whereby he is 
exercifed ; fuch as»all afictive things, whereof 
the apoflle:had been {peaking.) ‘Therefore, 
2dly, Let us: view it poftively, and more par- 
ticularly; all things that he hath to do with, 
whether good or bad.: I fhall offer a thort ¢a- 
talogue of good things. and evil things that fhall 
work: for the believer's good and advantage : 
here isa little word Au, but it is great in fig» 
nification; and all that can be faid of all thines 
muft be but a few things ; for, all things is a 
fubject that would:never be exhaufted. 

{1.] Loffer a catalogue of good things, that 
fhall work for their advantage, ° 

'-4..:To begin with the beft, Gop himfelf, who 
is the ‘chief good, he works for their goed. He 
that made all things, and orders: all things; 
and governs allthings; and to whom all thin 36 
are nothing, and by whomall things fubfift 
and move; if he-work for their ‘good, all things 
muit.do fo, according as he ordefs them: Biit 
foitas, that God, and-all things in God work’ 
_ for their good. eOMOIY 

All the attributes of God work for their 200d; 
his wifdom, power, holinefs, juftice, soodhefs, 
faithfulnefs; his infinity, eternity, unchang- 
ablenefs. Imight particularly inftance in: eve- 
ry one of them, but I only confider them alto- 
gether working for their gowd, Gen, kvii. ¥)°9; 
Lam God all-fuffictent ; walk before mé, and be thou 
perfect. I will make my covendnt between me and 


thee: intimating, his all-fufficiency was’ to be: 
forth-coming by way of freecovenant promife; - 


My grace fhall be fufficient for thee: tay wifdom fhall 
be fufficient for thy direGtion; my power, for 
thy protection; my Aoline/s, forthy fanctifica- 
tion; my ju/lce, for thy juftification, upon the 
footing of a juftice-fatisfying facrifice; my 
mercy, tor thy commiferations my fruth, and 
Saithfulac/s, for thy confolation ; my wichange- 
ablene/s, tor thy fecurity and confirmation ; and 
my eternal dcing for thy eternal bleflednefs, - 
~Again, as all the attributes of God; forall the 
works of God that ever he itiade; work for hig 
people’s good: his great ehd in making the 


world, was for the glory of his name and the. 


good of his elect: «Wherefore made he heaven 
and earth?) Why, he made heaven, for their 
habitation, in the end; and eaith; for their ace 
commodation by the way: and:hence riot on- 
ly are they heirs of heaven but of the earth ale 


fo; Bleffed are the meck; for they fall inherit the 


_ earth, Matth. v. 3. Sos Ea ES 
~ Again, not only all his works, but all his 


¢ Wen 
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words work for their good; both law and gof- 
pel: the Jaw is their Schoolmafter to lead them to 
Chri, by fhewing them their fin and mifery: 
the gopel is the glafs wherein they fee the glo- 
ry of Chrift, and of God in him to their trant. 
formation, 2 Cor. 1ii..18. In fhort all the shrea- 
tenmgs of the word, are for their excitation ; 
all the prom/es, for their confolation; all the 
precepts, tor their direction; all the doéfrines of 
it, for their information ; and all the parts of 
_ it, even every thing in it, for their edification. 

Again, not only all the words and actions 
of God, but all the thoughts and purpofes of God 
work for theit’ good: I know the thoughts which 
Tthink towards you, thoughts of good, and not of evil, 
to give youan expected end, Jer. xxix. 11. As they 
are called according to his purpofe; fo they are 
Sipified, Janctified, and faved accordin g to his pur- 
pole, and will be ghrified to eternity, according 
to his purpofe. eae 

2. CHRIsT; and all his furniture, work for 
their good; for, He is made of Ged to them, wifdems 
righteoufne/s, Janctification, and redemption, 1 Cor. 
1.30. All that Chriff did in the fle/b; all that 
he fuffered; ‘all that’‘he has done, from eter- 
nity, and in tine; all that he is doing in hea- 
ven; and all that he will do at the great day, 
work for their g00d.—All his appearances are for 
their good; ‘he lived for their fakes, and died 
for their fins, and rofe for their juftification. 
See how the apoftle triumphs in the good that 
comes by Chrift’s death, Tefurrection, afcenf- 
on, and interceffion in the context here, verfe 
33, 34-—-All his offices work for their good; as 
a Prophet, he is the qwi/dom of God, for their il- 
lumination; as a Pricf, the righteoufnefs of God, 
for their juftification; and as a King, the power 
of God, for their fanification—O! what mat. 
ter is here, were we'to {peak of ai/ things that 
belong to‘hHis perfor’ and his purchafe; his 
authority and ability to fave; his. fulnefs to 
fupply; his fithefs to redeem; his fweetnefs to 
endear, and his brightnefs to difplay, all the 
glorious perfections of “God! Seéé Col. ii. 9. 
John i..14, 16, : 

3. The Spirit, and all his Suinefs, work for 
their good; all his operations and wifluences, John 
xvi. 8.: all his fruits and craces fpoken of, Gal. 
v. 22.: all his various motions; whetheras qwa- 
ter, for cleanfing them; as «wind, for refreth- 
ing them ; as fre, for warmitig their hearts; 
or as on/, for anointing the wheels of their 
fouls: all the /anctifying operations of the Spi- 
rit; all his comforting operations, all his enlight- 
ening, quickening, frengthening, enlarging, and /eal- 
img operations : I muft here but mention the 
fields that I might go through. The Spirit 
works for their good as he is a Spirit of faith, 
a Spirit of repentance, a Spirit of lve, and power, 
and of ‘a found mind;*as he is a Spirit of prayer, 
Srace, and /upphication ; helping our infirmities, 
and teaching us to pray with groanings which can- 
not be uttered, as you fee in the verfes immedi- 
ately preceding the text. 

4. The everlafting covenant, and all the 
blefings of it, work for their good; yea, This is 
their falvation, and all their pleafure, 2Sam. xxiii, 5. 
This covenant of promife is a bundle or heap 
of good things laid up for them. The Sulnefs 
of the covenant brings good news of fupply 
to them, however poor and empty they are, 
The /reene/s of the covenant brings good news 
of falvation to them however guilty and un- 
worthy they are in themfelves. The ability 
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of the covenant brings good news of perfeve- 
rance to them, however fickle, and changeable, 
and unftable they are in themfelves. ‘The blood 
of the covenant, which is the condition there- 
of, theeverlafting righteoufnefs of Chrift, brings 
the good news of all fpiritual bleflings bought 
with his blood, Jn whom all the pronufes are Yea 
and Amen. ‘ 

5. All divine proyipENceEs work for their 


good ; His eyes run to and fro, throughout the whole 


earth, to fbew himfelf rong in their bebalf, 2 Chron. 
xvi. 9. All the fpecial aé#s of providence; all 
that befel Adam before the fall, in the fall, and 
after the fall. He was ina ftate of imnocency ; 
yet he finned: and what need have I to be 
watchful, may the believer fay, though I be 
in a ftate of grace? Thus his innocency works 
for good. . In Adam’s fall he fees how /in was 


brought into the world, and that he hath fin- 


ned. What happened to Adam after the fall, 
gives.a view both of the mifery of a natural 
ftate, and of the remedy that God hath provided 
in Chrift, the promifed feed.—All that befel the 
~ good angels is a part of merciful providence that 
works for their good: they received their con- 
firmation in their happy ftate by the Mediator, 
the Lord Jefus Chrift; and how much more 
may believers expect to be confirmed in a fate 
of grace by the Lord Jefus, who took not on bum 
the nature of angels, to be their Redeemer, but 
the feed of Abraham?—All the great dehverances 
wrought for the church and people of God, in 
all ages, work for their good. What he did 
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[2.] Offer a catalogue of evil things that work — 
for their good. ud ; 

1. To begin with the worft; sin itfelf, the =~ 
evil of all evils, though, in its own nature, it . 
works death and damnation; yet, if we look | 
to it as over-ruled by infinite wifdom, and ~ 
tempered by Chrift, who is the wz/dom of God, 
and the power of God, it works for good: even 
asa fkilful phyfician tempers poifonand makes 
it medicinal and operative for good. Thus the — 

Jin of the firft Adam made way for the righte-— 
oufnefs of the fecond Adam; in this refpect, the’ 
greateft evil wrought for'the greateft good. It 
is part of the wi/dom of God in a myftery, that he 
can bring good out of'evil, light out of dark- 
nefs, and life out of death. Indeed, fin, of it- 
felf, works no fpiritual: good, it works fhame — 
and forrow, terror and torment; and they that 
can encourage themfelves in fin b¥ this argu- L 
gument, fin as we will, it will work for our good, 
they never fhared of the good promifedin this — 
text; for, the principal good that all things 
work for them that love God is to make them: 
hate fin: and to do evil, that good may come, is to 
make our damnation juft, Rom. iii. 8.> Itjis only 
corrupt nature that can abufe this doctrine } 
thus; for, where-ever true: grace is, it: will eS 
make the fweeteft ufe, to the encouragement 
of holinefs, and the difcouragement of fin: be- 
caufe when God fo wifely orders that his peo- 
ple get good occafionally of their fins and falls, 
as when thereby fin becomes more bitter:to — 
them, and Chrift more precious, and themfelves- 


for Ifrael in Egypt, at the Red-fea, in the wil-. more humble and »watchful, nothing in’ the: 


dernefs: what he did for them at Jordan; what 
he did for them in Canaan; how he drove out 
theheathen, and rebuked kings for their fakes: 
what he has done for his church in general, 
and his children in particular, all work for the 
good of his people, to encourage their faith, 
and forward their confidence in the Lord. 

6. All divine orp1NaNcEs work for their 
good; fuch as, a gofpel-minjiry, and all the 
minifterial gifts, they are defigned for perfecting 
the faints, and edifying of the body of Chrift, Eph. 
iv. 12. Gofpel /acraments, viz. baptifm, and the 
Lord’s fupper; the one a feal of their zxcorpora- 
tion into Chrift, and the other a :feal of their 

| confirmation. If this facramental folemnity work. 
for any faving good to you, it is a fruit of this 
promife.— All the gifts and graces not only 
of minifters but of private Chrifians, work 
for their good, as well as their own gifts and 
graces; for, not only Paul and Apollos, and Ce- 
phas, is theirs, but the commumon of faints con- 
tributes for their good, Heb. x. 24, 25.—All 


the prayers of the faints work for their good: as. 


. their prayers, their fervent prayers avail much; fo 
i it is a great comfort to have a flock, or nume- 
se rous conjunction of prayers#going up for them, 
_ ss -when they themfelves are in diftrefs, or out of 


tune, or unfit for this exercife. ——All divine 


ordinances, word and facraments, thus w 
for good. The word, is the favour of lifeto th 
ne facraments, the medicine of life: 

sr; for, in the word, there is the 


if 


world putsa fharper edge: upon: their hatred — 
and oppofition to fin than this doth. In this: 
refpect we may fay, better-is the fin that makes’ 

us humble and watchful, than the duty that: 
makes us proud and fecure:' but, to go on if 
fin, becaufe God can bring good out of it, is as 
wicked and atheiftical, as if one fhould go to 
the devil, becaufe God can bring good out of 

his temptations. ite lighy <3 

_ Sinitfelf will work for good to them that love God: 
obferve what I fay; I would-not for all the 
world fay, that fin would:‘work for goodto _. 
them that /vefin, and /vein fin; but Icanfay, © 
before all the world, that it will work for 
good to them that /ove God and hate fin. It will _ 


~ 
ep ee 


it, and that dare not, fora world, allow them- 


felves in the leaft fin; itwill work for goodto : 


them that fight againft it, and pray againft it, 

and who, though they muft own, withD 

that zmiquities prevail againft them, yet the 
arms againit it; and, becaufe they k 
own weaknefs, therefore they 


SERM. CIX, 


ons work together for. good to God’s children ; 

.for, God knows how to deliver the godly out of temp- 
tation, 2 Pet. ii. 9. God would never have let the 
ferpent bite their heel, if he had not defigned 
to break his head, and to bruife him under 
their feet. All that the devil and his inftru- 
ments can do will work for their good. They 
may plot, contrive, reproach, perfecute, impri- 
fon, banifh, yea, and take away our lives, and 
yet all fhall work for good; becaufe the Son of 
God 1s manifefted to deftroy the works of the devil; both 

-his in-works of deceit, and his out-works of 
violence. 

3. All their wants and weakneffes work for their 
good, 2 Cor. xii. 9. From their wants, he takes 
occafion to magnify his fufficiency; and from 
their weakne/s to magnify his power: My grace 
Shall be fufficient for thee, and my frength fall be per- 
Sected in thy qeaknefs. Moft gladly therefore, fays 
the apoftle, will I glory in my infirmities; that the 
power of Chrift may reft upon me. 

- 4. All their inward trials work for their good; 
_ even thofe that iffue from the Lord’s hiding and 
withdrawing himfelf; whether, in point of 
grace, withholding the influences of his Spirit ;” 
or in point of comfort, denying the light of 
his countenance, Ifa. liv. 7, 8. He frowns a 
little, that his after-fmiles may do them the 
more good when they get them. He orders 
_ their momentany, fhort-lafting defertion, for 
heightening the price of his everlafting com- 
forts: his defign of leaving Zion today, The 
Lord hath forfaken me, my God hath forgotten me, is 
_ that he may take occafion to hugg and carrefs 
~ them the more kindly in his bofom, as a mo- 
ther doth her child; Can a woman forget her fuck- 
ing child, that fhe fhould.not have compaffion on the 
Jon of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee, Wa. xlix. 15.) Again, — 

5. All their outward trials and afflictions work. 

for their good; whether thofe that are punitive, 
for correcting their faults; or thofe that are 
probative, for trying their graces: in the iffue 
they will ftill have occafion to fay with David, 
Pfalm. cxix. 71. Ut is good for me that I have been 
oficted. Why, phyfic is fometimes as good as 
food; yea, and more neceflary many times, 
however uneafy it may be: You only have Lknown 
of all the families of the earth ; therefore will I punifh 
you for your imiguities. It is as good for a child 
of God to be punifhed, as it isfora young tree 
to be pruned, John xv. 2.; yea, the preflure of 
affliction may prefs out the fragrant {mell of 
their graces. Poon 
» 6. All their /uferings, for the caufe of Chrift; 
work for good, Phil. i. 12, 19. This turns to 
the furtherauce of the gofpel, and to their falvation. 
They need not grudge any reproach or perfe- 
cution they meet with for the truths of the 
gofpel, and for their love to Chrift; nor any 
lofs they fuftain of name, credit, or profit, in 
this caufe, for it is to be repaid; even here, a 
hundred-fold, and hereafter a thoufand thou- 
fand-fold. This is the particular the apoftle 
feems efpecially to point at in the context, ver. 
17, 18. If we fufer with him, we fhall alfo be glo- 
rified together. And the fufferings of this prefent time 
are not worthy to be compared withthe glory that fhall 
be revealed m us, However, this particular is fo 
included, as that nothing elfe is excluded; for, 
All things fhall work together for their good. All 
things in the world, good or bad, fhall work 
for their good; all things paft, prefent, or to 
- come; the paft decrees of God, the prefent dif 
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penfations of God, and the future accomplifth- 
ment of the purpofes of God. All things in 
heaven, earth, and bell; all the mercies of heaven, 
all the malignities of earth, and all the malice of 
hell, fhall work for their good. Let Jofeph’s 
brethren, moved with envy, caft him into a pit, 
or fell him intoEgypr; let Potiphar thruft him 
into a filthy prifon; yet the wifdom of God 
comes into the game, and turns all about toa 
glorious and beautiful iffue, to the exaltation 
of Jofeph, and the prefervation of thoufands 
alive in famine. What though Mordecai {uffer, 
and Haman reign and infult for a while? In- 
finite Wifdom holds the balance of providence 
in her hand, and will foon turn the fcale. 
Thus I have hinted at a few of thefe aLx 
THINGs that /hall work together for good. But 
now the quettion is, 


If. What is that coop that all things fhall 
work for? that they who love God may know 
what they are to look for. Here, as'on the 
preceding head, we fhall take both a negative 
and pofitive view of the matter. 

iff, Let us view it negatively. They are not to 
expect that all things that befal them thall 
work for their temporal good and profperity in 
the world. Sometimes, indeed, this good takes 
place, as Jotfeph faid to his brethren, Gen.1. 20, 
Ye thought evil againft me, but God meant it unto good. 
And as it was with the Ifraelites, Exod. i. 12, 
The more the Egyptians offiicted them, the more. they 
multiphed and grew. Ot this good the text may 
be underftood: but it is not always to be ex- 
pected; becaufe, external profperity is not al- 
ways good for the people of God.—Neither 
are they to expe¢t that all things fhould work 
to this good of abjolute exemption trom the inbeing 
of jm, while they are here. God fees it good 
and fit that they live by faith, in the daily im- 
provement of Chritt, for purging away their 
fin.—Nor are they to expect that all things 
fhall work for their abjolute freedom from loffes 
and crofés in the world; becaufe it is not good, 
for us to be without them; and they are part 
of thefe things that work for their good. — 
Nor are they to expect that every thing fhould 
work for the good that THEY have in view: 
but for the good that Gop hath in view, 
whofe thoughts are infinitely higher than our 
thoughts. But then, 

2dly, Let us.confider the point pofitively. They 
may expect that all things fhall work together 
for their /piritual good, and eternal welfare. We 
would incline to branch this out in a few par- 
ticulars. 

1, All things fhall work together for further- 
ing their knowledge of, and acquaintance with God 
in Chri; and furely this is a notable good: 
This. is life eternal, to know ‘thee, the only true God, 
and Fefus Chrift whom thou baft fent, John xvii. 3. 
Now, all things fhall contribute to make the 
faints know more and more of the wi/dom of 
God in-a myftery, ever the hidden wifdom which 
God ordained before the world unto our glory: 
But we fpeak the wifdom of God im a myftery, even 
the hidden wifdomwhich God ordaied before the world 
to our glory,.'1. Cor. 11.7. And to-make all men fee 
what 1s the fellow/hip of the myflery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been bid in God, who 
created all things by Fefus Chrift; to the intent that 
now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, might be known, by the church, the manifold 
wifdom of God, Eph. iil. 9, 10, That, with the. 
& : pe apoitle, 
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apoftle, Rom. xi. 33. they may ftand at the fide 
of this ocean and cry out, O! the depth of the 
riches, both of the wifdom and knowledge of God! 
how unfearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
pat finding out! And that, by all things, they 
may come to know more of the power, holi- 
nefs, juftice, truth, goodnefs, and glory of God 
in Chrift. We ufe to fay, Experience teaches fools. 
Surely there is not an experienced faint, but 
will find, that, by all the good things and bad 
things he hath been tryfted. with, by all the 
various viciflitudes and changes of providence, 
he hath come to fee more of God than he faw 
before. i, 

2. All things fhall work together for their 
participation of the image of God, in a greater de- 
gree; and furely this is good: and it is brought 
about both by the prom/es of God, 2 Pet. 1. 4. 
By thofe we are faid to be partakers of the divine 
nature; and alfo, by the providences of God, 
particularly trying ones; He chaftens us for our 
profit, that we may be partakers of his boline/s, Heb. 
Xil. 10. 

3. All things fhall work together for their 
further purification; they fhall purge out fome 
particular luft and corruption; By this /hall the 
iniquity of Facob be purged ; and this 1s all the fruit 
to take away his fin, Ua. xxvii. 9. This is a defire- 
able good, whatever be the difpenfation that 
contributes to that end. 

4. All things fhall work together for fur- 
thering their communion and fellow/hip with him: 
whatever they have heard, or feen, or felt of 
the word of God, or of the rod of God, contri- 
butes to this good end; Fruly our fellow/hip is 
with the Father, and with his Son Chrift Fefus, 1 John 
i. 3. We can go to God boldly by the blood of 
Jefus: and communicate the very fecrets of our 
fouls to him, and find him communicating the 
fecrets of his covenant to us. IT aR 

s. All things work together for their fur- 
ther Aumiliation; and this is good indeed: He 
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there: and as their Juufferings abound makes 


their - 

confolation abound, 2 Cor. 1. 4, 5. f : 

7. All things work together for this good, 
even for furthering their Uf of faith, that they 
may know more what itis to dive by faith on the 
Son of God, Gal. 11. 20. If fenfible enjoyment: 
were always allowed:to believers here, in their 
prefent circumftances, they would be ready to 
furfeit on their provifion ; therefore, with their 
{weet meals, the Lord orders fome four fauce 
for helping their digeftion, in order that they 
may live, not by /en/e, but by faith: in profpe- 
rity we talk of living by faith, and darken coun- 
Jel many times with words without knowledge ; 
but in adverfity, we come to have the practical 
knowledge of what it is to live by faith. And, 
indeed, thatis a happy and blefled difpenfation 
that tends to the rooting of a foul further in a 
crucified Chrift, and to a living upgn a promife, — 
when there is no vifible prop in all:'the world © 
to lean to: this is cleanly believing. == 

8. All things work together for furthering 
their /ubmiffon to the will of God, and holy con- 
tentment in every cafe, that they may learn 
with Paul, Phil. iv. 11, 12. In every flate to be 
content; and know how to be abafed, and how to a- 
bound; and to fay, Icando all.things through Chrift 
Jfirengthening me. 1 can welcome reproach, as ~ 
well as honour and efteem; a prifon, as well 
as a palace; a hard ftone for my bolfter-piece, 
as well as a foft pillow: though I praife, as 
well as others, and blefs the Lord for comfort- 
able accommodations, andfavourable difpen- _ 
fations, when Godallows them; yet, ifhedeny 
them, Iam content: Shall wwe ‘teceive good things 


rige<er 


at the hand of the Lord? and not receive evil? — 


> ee 


Sirs, how good is it to» get: this difpofition 
wrought? | gan Ae ae 
9. All things work together for furthering 
their /pirituality, for weaning their hearts from 
the world, and elevating their affections hea- 
venwards, fo as they may have lefs of the fpi- - 
ritof the world, and more of theSpirit of Chrift 
dwelling in their hearts: 1 Pet.iv. 14. Think not 
ftrange concerning the fiery trial, which fhalltry you, ore 
as though fome ftrange thing happened unto you. If of 
ye be reproached for the name of Chrift, happy are ye}. x? 


eh 


Jor the Spirit of glory and of God refteth upon you 
ven the glorious Spirit of God, comforting 


be revealed. O! what a good tl 
have the good Spirit of God, the 
of God? Though a fpirit of rep: 


out you; yet the Spirit of glory 
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as fheep for the laughter. Nay, in all thefe things 


we are more than conquerors, through him that loved 
us: for, Lamperfuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
prefent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, fhall be able to feparate us from the 
love of God, which is in Chrift Fe/us our Lord. Man's 
frowns may occafion God's {miles; lofles of 
worldly goods may make up your heavenly 
treafures ; Our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us afar more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 

In a word, as there would be no end of {peak- 
ing of all things that work together for good to 
them; fo there is no end of {peaking of all the 
good which all things work in their behalf. 
The God thar hath all things at his command; 
fets all things a-working for them; and makes 
even the worf things contribute'to the beft ad- 
vantage. Herod and Pilate, Jews and Gentiles, 
combined to crucify Chrift, the Lord of glory, 
Acts il. 23. Here is the wortt thing that ever 
was donexbut, behold the act of free grace, 
and deep wifdom in God! that made this work 
to be the greateft good that ever was. We have 
a fample of all other-things working for good 
to God’s people, even the rage and fury of men 
and devils, contrary to: their defigns, working 
for their happinefs; and death itfelf, contrary 
to its nature, working for their eternal life. 


Ill. The third thing propofed, inthe general 
method, was, To fhew what we are to under- 
ftand by their working and working together for 
good.. ‘This points'out the harmonious. influ- 
ence that. all things have upon the production 
of this. good, How can all things, even the 
wort of things work for good? Do men gather 
Srapes of thorns, or figs of thiftles? 

if, In general, all things are in Gon’s hand, 
who is the powerful agent who works by thefe 
means; they cannot work of themfelves with- 
out God, They feem rather to work the ruin 
of God’s people than their happinefs and good; 
but God’s infinite wifdom and omnipotent arm 
can bring light out of darknefs, life out of 
death, and good out of evil. Even as the word 
and ordinances themfelves do not fave by any 
intrinfic virtue, or power of their own; but yet 
there is.a paffve fitne/s in them to ferve the hand 
of Omnipotence for accomplifhing faving ends; 
a fitnefs of inftrumentality, as here is in an 
ax, or hammer, for a workman’s hand. Asa 
fword cannot cut, or a pen cannot write, but 
in a hand ready for it; fo neither could all 
things work for good to God’s children, but 
as thefe are in the hand of God. It is God 
that by thefe doth advance the fpiritual and 
eternal good of his people. Therefore, 

2dly, Their working together may have a four- 
fold reference. 1. To the God of providence. 
2. 'To the particular ads of providence. 3. To 
the whole /erics of providence. 4. Tothe man- 
ner of their co-operation, wherein they are fub- 
fervient for this good. 

1. Their working together may have a re- 
fpect to Gon, and his co-operation with pro- 
vidence, feeing, as I was juft now faying, not 
one of thefe things of itfelf can’ do any good; 
but they work together with God, and in his 
hand. Though fuch a thing of itfelf be really 
a great evil, a crufhing cupenaiere yet, let 
God alone, and wait upon him; he can bring 
the greateft good out of that thing to thee, 
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Though there be no natural or phyfical ten- 
dency in fuch an act of providence towards thy 
good, but rather towards thy hurt; yer there 
{hall be fuch hyperphyfical or fupernatural 
virtue and efficacy attending them, as to make 
them work for good: for, they work with God, 
whofe counjel /ball fand, and he will do all his plea- 
Sure. 

2. Their working together may have a re- 
{pect to the particular ad/s of providence them- 
felves ; not feparately, but conjunétly viewed. 
If we take one providence with another, we 
may find them working for good: but if we 
take them feparately, we cannot fee their co- 
operation. Perhaps one act of providence /iniles 
upon you, another act of providence frowns 
upon you, and {peaks ruin to you: well, if 
you put them together, you may fee them work- 
ing together for good, but if you feparate them, 
and take them afunder, then you cannot fee 
either the beauty or good, nor yet advantage 
of the frowning providence. One providence 
feems white and pleafant; another feems ruddy 
and bloody, coloured and terrible; but let the 
red and white together, and then the beautiful 
complexion of providence appears: they work 
together for good. 

3. Their working together may have a re- 
{pect to the whole /eries and contexture of provi- 
dence, from the beginning to the end. A hard 
beginning cannot flill be difcerned to be a good 
beginning, till we compare the beginning and 
end together. The dark fide of the cloud of 
providence may contribute to illuftrate and fet 
forth the fplendour of the bright fide of it; 
and, when we view both the one fide and the 
other, there will appear a harmony in all 
the acts of providence. The godly man may 
be plagued all day long, and chaftened every morning, 
Pfal. lxxiit. 14.; here is a dark fide: but go to 
the other fide and fee the fair end of providence; 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright ; for the 
latter end of that man is peace, Pfalm xxxvii. 37. 
whereas, the end of the wicked /hall be ‘cut off, 
though he flourifh and profper for a while. 

4. Their working together may have a re- 
{pect to the manner of their fubferviency in 
working for good. All things work together; 
and fo work not only harmoniou/ly, but efficaciou/~ 
ly, When God, and all things with him, work 
together for the good of a creature, then there 
is nothing to hinder its being made effectual. 
When all things work, what is there behind 
to let or impede the work?— Again, when all 
things work together, it fays they work mar- 
velloufly and wonderfully, Good things and bad 
things have, in themfelves, a quite contrary 
nature and tendency; but as the wheels of a 
clock, or watch, move, fome of them forward, 
fome of them backward; yet all thefe contrary 
motions tend to the regular motion of the hand 
that points at the hour: fo, the wheels of pro- 
vidence, fome with a direct, and others with a 
retrogade motion; yet all contribute to work 
for good to God's children. ‘This is Owing to 
him who is wonderful in counfel, and excellent in 
working, to make thefe things that work againft 
each other, yet to work together for this end. 


IV. The fourth thing in the text is, To en- 
quire into the character of thofe who are thus 
privileged, and to whom all things work together 
Jor good. , 

' Why it is to them who /ove God, and are the 
| . | called 
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called according to his purpofe. In this character 


there are purpofes that would fill many vo-. 


lumes; and therefore none will fuppofe that I 
can here treat them at any length. 1 {fhall, 
therefore, take a fhort view of this character 
given to God’s privileged people, namely, that 
they are lovers of bum, and that by confidering 
thefe four things concerning this love that 
the text carries.. 1. The objec? of it, namely, 
Gop. 2. The aé of it, namely, Jove to this 
God. 3. The immediate branch on which it 
grows, namely, effectual calling. 4. The head 
and original root from whence it {prings, name- 
ly, the divine purpofe, being called according .to his 
purpofe. . ‘SGuiertment re: 

it, The object of their loveto whom all things 


work together for good, is Gop, who is to be 


loved above all things, and loved allenarly for 
himfelf; he will fuffer no companion, or com- 
petitor, Matth. x..37. 
neceflarily includes the love of Chri/?, or of God 
in Chrift: for, as in Chrift only he is well- 
pleafed and reconciled with finners; fo, out of 
Chrift we cannot love him as a friend, but fear 
him asafoe. God is in Chrift, and all his 
fulnefs dwells in Chrift, Col.i.19.; and where 
God’s fulnefs dwells, there doth the true be- 
liever love to dwell.—This love to God includes 
in it alfo a regular love to ourfelves.. It is ma- 
nifeft, when it is faid in God’s law, that we 
fhould Jove our neighbour as ourfelves, that it is 
prefuppofed we ought to love ourfelves: this 
is fo much included in the love of God, that, 
as he that loves not himfelf, cannot love God; 
fo, he that loves not God, cannot love himfelf. 
As a madman, in his fury, wounds his own 

body, and is pitied of all, but not of himfelf; 
fo wicked men, or natural men, deftroy them- 
felves, and are pitied of God, angels, and good 
men; but have no pity on themfelves, no true 
love to themfelves. O Ferufalem, Ferufalem, how 
often would I have gathered you, even as a ben ga- 
thereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not, Matth. xxiil. 37. Again, this love to God 
includes love to our neighbour ; for, love to God 
and man is the fulfilling of the law of God: and, 
He that loves not his brother, whom he hath feen, 


Now, this love of God 
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object, love. What is it to love God? and, how 


‘do his people love him? As this ac fuppofes 
the knowledge of God in: Chrift, without which ~ 
we cannot love him, nomore than wecan wor- 


fhip an unknown God; and faith in him, and: 
his love and mercy through. Chrift; for this 


faith works by love: fo it implies the powerful — 


work of the Spirit of God in fubduing the nae 
tural enmity againft God, and drawing out the 
affections towards him. The Spirit of all grace 
having firft come into the foul, and brought 
love with him among the reft, he blows upon 
this fire that he hath kindled, and the flame of 


it afcends towards God, in heavenly defires and — 


{piritual delights. Obbs gecesi 
_ As to the manner how the believer loves God, 
we cannot defcribe it better, than: by confider- 
ing the rule that fhews how he fhould love 
him. Love to ourfelves and our neighbour 
mut be limited; but there is no meafure fet 
to our love to God. See the rule, Luke x. 27. 
Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, 
and with all thy foul, with all thy frrength, and with 
all thy mind. RAs peer es > 
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1. With all the heart; that is, cordially and af- 


feCionately: with the heart, and with all the 
heart. If the world have our heart, God can- 
not have it: Love not the world, neither the things 
of the world ; uf any man love -the world, the love of 


the Father 1s not in him, t Johniiv 15, Asonenail _— 


drives out another, fo the love of Chrift will. 
force out the love ofthe world) > 

2. With all the foul; that is, inten/elyand moft 
intirely; as all the heart takes in all the affections 
of it; fo, I think, all the oul takes in all the 
faculties of it: and to love.God with heart and 
Joul, imports a loving him mott intenfely and 
mott ztzrely, fo as to allow no faculty of the 
foul to fwerve from this object, but to fix and 
terminate wholly upon’ him. It feems to be 
like that, Ifa. xxvi. 8, 9. The defire of our foul is to 
thy name, and to the rememberance of thee. / With my 
whole foul have I defired thee in the night, and with 
my {pirit within me will I Jeek thee-éarlpsg 0 


3. With all the Strength ; that is, univerfally 
and. zealou/ly ; employing whatever gifts, parts, 
powers, and talents God, hath beftowed upon 
us in his fervice, and returning them all to his 
glory; yielding ourfelves to the Lord, and our mem=— 
bers inftruments of righteou/ne/s unto God, Romivi. 13. 


ll ‘the 


4. With all the mnd; that is, wifely and jua ie 
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out. Now, none love God but thofe that are cal- 
led effectually, Rom.ix.11. All men are haters of 
God naturally: and love to him grows not in 
the garden of nature, but of grace; and the 
firft working of grace in the foul is in effectual 
calling. And if you afk, what that is, you 
cannot have a better defcription of.it than that 
in our Shorter Catechifm? “It is the work of 
“ God’s free Spirit, whereby, convincing us of 
“ our fin and mifery, enlightening our minds 
“ in the knowledge of Chrift, and renewing 
« our wills, he doth perfuade and enable us to 
*‘ embrace Jefus Chrift, as he is freely offered 
“-to usin the gofpel.” Where you fee, thatras 
the outward means of it is the go/pel, and the 
difpenfation thereof; and the zwward mean and 
powerful efficient is the free Spirit of God,’ ac- 
companying the preached word: fo, the parts 
of it are four, relating to the’feveral faculties 
of the foul. — 
1. Effectual conviction of fin and mifery, where- 
by the confcience is touched and awakened, 
and made to cry out, What fhall Ido to be faved? 
Peciseiis 3 7 
2. Effectual c/umination; whereby the mind 
is enlightened in the knowledge of Chrift, Acts 
xxvi. 18. Itis an opening of the eye of the foul, and 
turning it from darkne/s unto light, and from the pow- 
er of Satan unto God. God, who commanded light to 
fhine out of darknefs, hath bined into our hearts, to 
give us the light of the knowledge of his glory, in the 
face of Fefus Chrifi, 2 Cor. iwe6. os 
3. Effectual renovation, whereby the will is 


renewed, according to that word, Pfal. cx. 3. 


Thy people fhall be willing im the day of thy power. 
The new heart and the new Spirit promifed, 
Ezek. xxxvi. 26. is given. 

4. The effectual out-drawmg of the foul to- 
wards Chrift, perfuading and enabling the 
heart to embrace Chrift Jefus, as he is offered 
and exhibite in the gofpel promife, John vi. 44, 
45. No man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath fent me, draw him: It is written in the prophet, 
They fhall be all taught of God: every man, therefore, 
that hath heard and learned of the Father cometh un- 
tome. And.thus the Spirit comes, with inter- 
nal power, to make the foul, by the external 
call working in it, both to wall and do of his good 
pleofure, Phil. it. 13.; and fo he is called inter- 
nally and efficacioufly, and united to Chrift.— 
This is the immediate branch that love grows 
on. 
4thly, Confider the origin and hidden root from 
which it f{prings, and that is the purpo/e of God; 
called according to his purvosk. This is both 
the root of effectual calling, and the root of 
that love to God that iffues from it: We love 
him, becaufe he firft loved us. True love to God 
iffues from his everlafting love tous. Butthis 
divine purpofe relates here to effectual calling. 


I fhall view it in relation thereto: and it feems- 


to point out four things, with reference to this 
call. ¥ Rega | 
1. It points out the peculiarity of this call, 
not only that it is a fpecial, znternal call, limited 
by the fpecial purpofe of God, in contradi- 
ftinétion from the external, that many have, 
-who yet comé fhort of converfion; but it is a 
call peculiar to the elect, fuch as is mentioned, 
2Pet. 1. 10. Grveall diligence tomake your CALLING 
and election fure. It is fach a calling as is jomed 
with election; infomuch, that they that-are thus 
called, may be as fure of e/ection from eternity, 
as they are fure of their vocation in time. O 
Vou. I. 
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Sirs, let us admire the fovereignty of grace itt 
difpenfing this internal call to fome, and-not 
to others. Surely they that are thus inwardly 
and effectually called, can never enough love 
and praife that God'that has granted this fpe- 
cial mercy tothem. And let thofe who are 
yet only outwardly called, as all to whom the 
gofpel comes are, let them hearken diligently to 
that external call, and be reftlefs till they get 
grace:.to anfwer it, by coming to Chrift; for, 
this outward call is the means of the effectual 
one, and let them not meddle with the purpofe 
of God, till once they are brought to anfwer the 
gofpel call; for this is the rule you are to follow: 
whereas the divine purpofe is a hidden fecret, 
not to be revealed till you have followed the 


outward rule. The gofpel offer is to all ; Who- 


Joever-will, let him come: and, if you do not ex- 
clude yourfelves, by your unbelief, from this 
open call and invitation, you fhall never find 
yourfelves excluded from any fecret decree; 
for, whenever your heart opens to Chrift, then 
the decree opens in your favours. ‘Therefore, 
be diligent in the ufe of gofpel means thattend 
to the opening of the heart to Chrift. Why, 
fay you, but 1f God did not decree my falvati- 
on, my heart will never open to Chrift; and 
therefore, what need I ufe the means? Why, 
indeed, the antecedent is true; but the confe- 
quence abfurd. You may as well fay, if God 
decree that I fhould live no longer, then I will 
die; and therefore, what need I takeany more 
meat or drink, or ufe the means of life? Iima- 
gine you will not argue fo groily, about the 
life-of your body; and why will you fuffer 
the:devil to cheat you into fuch a trifling a- 
bout the life of your fouls to all eternity? 

2.. To becalled according to his purpofe, points 
out the freene/s of the call, that it flows out from 
mere. grace; for, if it be a call, according to 
his purpo/e, itis not a call according to our works; 
2Tim.1. 9. Who bath faved us, and called us withan 
holy calling ; not according to our works, but accord- 
ing to his own purpofe and grace, which was given 
us in Chrift Fefus, before the world began. It muft 
be free; for the worf of finners, and the chief 
of finners have been and are called effectually. 
Let the greateft of finners be perfuaded to look 
out after this fovereign grace of God, and plead 
that he would glorify his free grace in faving 
them. |. : 

3. It points out the efficacy and energy of the 
call; for God’s purpofe is a fanding purpofe : 
fis counfel fhall fand, and he will do all his pleafure. 
Hence his call is irrefiftible, and yet without 
force and violence. It is irrefiftibly fweet, and 
fweetly irrefiftible: here there is no compulfi- 
on, but that of love, cords of love. 

‘4..It points out the perpetuity of the call, be- 
caufe it is the fruit of an unalterable purpofe; 
his purpofe is irrevocable: The gifts.and calling 
of God are without repentance, Rom. xi. 29.——Thus 
you fee this love in the oljec?, the ad?, the im- 
mediate /pring, and the original foot of it. 
Here then is the characfer of thofe to whom all 
things fhall work together for good ; they are /overs 
of God, by virtue of his call and purpofe. — 


_ WV. The next thing propofed, in the general 
method, is, to fhew whence it is that all things 
fhall work together for good to fuch lovers of 
God; and fo to point out the evidence the a- 
poftle had for faying, We know that it {hall be 
fo: and here alfo obferve the fuitablenefs and 
Lomo Jaen 
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connection between the character, of being 
lovers of God; and this privilege, of all things 
working together for good. 

If you afk then, Why all things work together 
Sor good, to them that love God, to them that are call- 
ed according to his purpofe? 

There is a'general anfwer in the bofom of 
the text, and that is drawn from the divine pur- 
pee; elie determination of God. There isa 
ftated law in heaven from eternity for it; they 
are predeflinated according to the purpofe of him who 
worketh all things according to the counjel of his will, 
Eph. i.11. There is not any thing that falls 
out in this world, but was refolved upon and 
decreed from eternity, that things fhould be 
fo and fo. Men and devils may as well go up. 
to the court rools of heaven, and there crofs 
and cancel the eternal ftatutes and decrees of 
God, as hinder our good, who love God, and 
are the called according to his purpofe. The ‘founda 
tion of God fandeth fure. More particularly, 

. The firft reafon and argument, upon 
which we know that all things fhall work 
together for good to them who love God, 
and are the called according to his purpofe, is 
drawn from the nature of God: why, he is the 
Lord of hofts, the God of armies, who hath all the 
hofts of men, and angels, and creatures, in 
his hand; and all the legions of devils at ‘his 
beck. He can command the ftars in their 
courfes to fight for his people, and againft 
their enemies. He can create an army of frogs, 
and lice, and locufts; they want but a com- 
miffion from him, and fo they execute his 
purpofe. ~ . 

Again, he is a God of infinite wi iflom, who 
knows what will work bef for his peoples 
good. Let God be doing with thee, O believer; 
what ever thy condition be, he knows when 
to fend affliction, and when. profperity: he 
knows what affli@tions to fend, and by what 
hands and means; and how long to continue 
them. He knows alfo how to dehver the godly 
out of temptation, and trouble. Prefcribe not to in- 
finite wifdom. 

Again, he is aGod of infinite power ; he can 
do what he will: nothing is too hard for him 
todo. As he knows all things, fo he can do all 
things ;. and make all things do what he pleafes, 
and work what he has amind. And he has 
made over himfelf to'you, believer; and, with 
himfelf, his infinite Beet to make all things 
work for thy good. — 

_ Again, he is a God of: infinite love and com- 


paffi on to them that love him: 4s a father pitieth 


his children; fo the Lord pitieth them: and his e- 
verlafting love makes him carry on his lovin, g 
defign by all means whatfoever. 

Again, as this is the nature of God, fo this is 
the way of God to act for his people, in a fuit- 
-ablenefs to his nature: his ufual way is even 


_ by contrary means to bring about great things 


4 


for his people, as you fee in God’s way with 
David, Daniel, Jofeph, Mordecai, and others. 
In 


extended to all creatures, and more 
Ss eople, It extends to the. birds 
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2. Another reafon and argument, upon which 
we know that all things fhall work together 
for good to them who love God, is drawn from 
the Mediator, Chrift Jefus. Why, he is entruft- 
ed with them by the Father, from whom he 
had a fpecial charge of them given him from 
all eternity: I have manifefted thy name to the men 
whom thou gaveft me out of the world; thine they 
were, and thou gaveft them me, John xvii. 6. Now, 
Chrift will be faithful tohis truft; yea, he hath 
received all fulnefs of the Spirit, and that-not 
for himfelf, but for them, that he may im- 
prove it for their fouls, Col. i. 19.:'yea, as Me- 
diator, he hath the whole world given him; and 
all power in heaven: and earth, Matth. xxviii. 18: 
And as he see all things by ‘the word of bis pow- 
er, Heb. 1. 2.; fo, all things are put under his feet, 
and he is given to be head over all things to the 
church, Eph. 1. 22. that he may: rule and over- 
rule kingdoms and nations as he will; and 
make ufe of all the creatures to promote the 
good defign the Father fent him upon. — 

Again, by virtue of this great power and 
commiffion, he is-pleafed to give a fpecial 
commiffion and charge to millions of excellent fpi- 
rits in heaven, to look to his people; He has 
given bis angels charge over them: and, are they not 
all miunifiring /pirits, Jent forth to min: ifer to the heirs 
of falvation? Heb. i. 14. And fo they are com= 
paffed about with this invifible guard: The an- 
gel of the Lord encampeth about them that fear him: 


yea, the Lord Jehovah himfelfis their life- : 


guard; As the mountains are round about Ferufalem, 
Jo is the Lord about. them. The place of their defence 
is the mumtion of rocks... 
Again, by virtue of the power. of Chrift, he 
has qualified feveral men with gifts.and graces, 
and has given them a charge of his people, 
faying, as to Peter, Feed my lambs. When Chrift 
afcended up on high, he received gifts for men; 
and gave gifts to men; what todo? It was for 
the perfecting of the Saints. Chrift, going out of 
the world, to. be crowned with: ‘glory and ho- 
nour at the Father's right-hand, he leaves co- 
ronation gifts behind him; andvhe is diftri- 
buting fome of thefe amon ett you at ae occa~ 
fion. 
Again, Chrift has removed all things out of 
the way that might ob/ruct the goodot his peo- 
‘ple: that fm might not do it, he has condemned 


_jin in the flefh, by giving himfelf a Sacrifice for fin= 
that the devil might not do it, he has defroyed 


the works of the devil, and conquered principalities 


and powers, {0 as the gates of bell cannot prevail: i 
that men in:the world might not do it, he has: 
overcome the world: and that death 1 may not do it, 


he has removed the fring of death. Why then, 


what remains to obftruct their good and to hin- | 
- ooyte mesie FERS =, 


der their eternal falvation. 


- Again, as he has removed all. things that s 


might obftruct their good, fo he has peshaed ( 
all things that.can contribute to their g 
Spiritual blefings, in heavenly place: as eA. 3. The 
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way the wind blows, all weathers will contri- 
bute to his profperous voyage heaven-ward. 
And, as Chrift’s own fufferings did work for 
his glory; fo fhall the fufferings of the faints 
in Chrift. If phyfic be good for the head, it 
is good for the members of the body; but his 
love is mixed with the bittereft phyfic that he 
orders, and his love makes it work for their 
good: and nothing in the world can turn the 
tide of his love from them. And therefore, 4// 
things fhall work together for good to them. 

3. A third reafon or argument, upon which 
we know that all things fhall work together 
for goodto them; is drawn from the covenant of 
graceand promi/e: there is a folemn vow and oath, 
on God’s part, that he will do fo and fo for his 

eople.. All the believing children of Abra- 
iam have the fame fecurity with him: God 
Jwears by himfelf, becaufe be could fwear by no great- 
er, that im blefing he would ble/s them, Heb. vi. 14. 
And why does he confirm his promife by his 
oath; but to fhew more abundantly the zmmu- 
tabihty of his counfel? That by two immutable 
things, wherein it was unpoffible for him to lye, we 
might have firong confolation, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hold on the hope fet before us. As all the pro- 
mifes are Yea and Amen in Chrift; fo, the grand 
comprehenfive promife is, J will be thy God: and 
happy is the people whofe God is the Lord! This e- 
verlafting God, is the everlafting good of his 
people: he is the God that was, and is, and 
is to come: and he is a good ‘in the preterit, 
prefent, and future tenfe; therefore, all things 
patt, prefent, andtocome, muft work for their 
good, te whom he is a God by ‘covenant and 
promife. | 

4. The fourth reafon or'argument, where- 
by we:know'that all things fhall work toge- 
gether for good tothem that love God, is drawn 
from the people them/elves, to whom the promife 
is made: why, they are -his relations and his 
lovers. 

(1.) They are his relations : they are the birth 
of his everlafting purpofe; being, in time, ca/- 
led according to his pnrpofe; and fo brought under 
a fpecial relation tohim. He is their everlaft- 
ing Father: before they were children, he was 
their Father. He is their: Hu/band:.and what 
will he not do for his fpoufe,' the bride, the 
Lamb’s wife? He is their Head; and what 
will he not do for his members? He is their 
Phyfician; and will he not take care of his pa- 
tients? I am the Lord that healeth thee: yea, he 
will heal and help them in’ wonderful ways, 
by making all things work together for their good. 

(2.) They are his Jovers: and this leads me 
to another. branch of this head that I propofed, 
namely,» 

To obferve the /uitablene/s and connexion between 
this CHARACTER of being overs of God, and this 

PRIVILEGE, that all things work together for their 
good. This love to God has a fubferviency for 
making all things work together for good to 
fuch lovers ; for, . 

1. Love to God in Chriftmakes them count ail 
things lofs and dung for the excellency of this glorious 
One, whom they love. Why, fays God, do you 
count all things /o/s for me? Then I will make 
all things gamto you. You hall lofenothing; 
all things fhall work together for good to you. 
2. Love to God makes them /uffer the lof: of 
all things, and deny themfelves of all things for 
his fake: why then, fays God, I will make all 
things contribute to repair your lofs; fo that, 
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if you /ofe all things one way, you {hall gain 
all things another: you fhall be co-beirs with 
him who is the heir of all things; Rev. xxi. 7. 
He that overcometh fhall inberit all things. 

3. Love to God inclines them to rely upon 
him, and to depend upon him for all things 
they need, and to put all things in his hand: 
they put their wants and weaknefles in his 
hand, in order to be fupplied and helped; they 
put their difeafes in his hand, in order to be 
healed; they put their finand guil: in his hand, 
in order that he may pardon them; they put 
their enemies in his hand, that he may rebuke 
them ; they put their ftrong corruptions in his 
hand, that he may fubdue them; they put 
their burdens in his hand, that he may bear 
them; they put their heart and foul in his 
hand; that he may keep them. What! doft 
thou put all things in my hand, and that by 
warrant from my own call? Caf thy burden on 
ji Lord: All things fhall work together for good to 
thee. 

4. Love makes them defire to do all they do 
for the glory of God; he hath created and form- 
ed them for himfelf, to fhew forth his praife: 
and as he has given them a difpofition to do 
all that they do to his glory; fohe hasa mind 
to make all that he doth and orders contribute 
for their good. As they defire, whether they 
eat or drink, or whatfoever they do, to do all 
to the glory of God; fo I will not be behind 
with them: asthey would have all things con= 
tributing to his glory; fo he will make all 
things contribute for their good. 

5. Love to God keeps in the foul good thoughts 
of God, do what he will;: knowing that he is 
moft wife, holy, gracious, and loving; and 
therefore doth nothin but what is beft, and 


knows beft what is good for his people. The 


apottle fays, Love, or charity, thinketh no evil: and 
furely, true love to God can think no evil of 
him, and bode no evil at his hand: fuch a foul 
cannot be difappointed; all things muft work 
together for good. Indeed, unbelief works by 
enmity, and expects no good at God’s hand ; 
but faith works by love, and expects no evil at 
his hand, and fhall find none; becaufe, what 
ever heavy trials, fucha loving foul meets with, 
love makes it take all patiently and pleafantly 
out of the hand of God; for, as Jove thinks no 
evil, fo it fuffers long, doth not behave it/elf unfeem- 
ly, 1s not eafily provoked, but beareth all things, be- 
heveth all things, hopeth all things, and endureth all 
things, 1 Cor. xili. 4, 5, 7.. Therefore, ail things 
work together for good to the lovers of God. 

6. Love to God takes the heart off from the 
world, and all things in it, and efpecially fuch 
things as would hurt it, namely, all that is in 
the world, the luf? of the flefh, the luft of the eye, 
and the pride of life; the more perfect love is, the 
more it cafts out fear, and cafts off harm, as 
Paul did the viper off his hand, into the fire. 
All things muft work for good to the loving 
foul that. overcomes all things that would 
work for evil. | 

_ 7. Love draws the heart to God, the chief good. 
Trials and afflictions fet the foul in motion ; 
and love draws it near to God; and whatis the 
confequence of this? / is. good for me to draw near 
unto God, Pfal. Ixxiii. 28, Therefore, all things 
muft work for good to the lovers of God. 

8. As love draws the foul to God, fo it makes 
the foul to abide with God, when brought unto 
him: for, He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 

, God, 


— 
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God, and God in him, 1 John iv. 14. And he that 
thus dwells on high, no evil can reach him. 
He dwells in the fecret place of the Mof High, and 
abides under the fhadow of the Almighty, Pfalm xci. 
}, 10. Nothing can work for hurt to him, but 
all muft work for good. And whatever feems to 
hurt him; yet this love is fuch a healing thing, 
and fucha itrengthening thing, love being fironger 
than death, and a powerful reftorative, that by 
its active kind of energy it quickly makes all 
well again. Hence the more that the believer 
is in the exercife of love to God, kindled bya 
view of God’s everlafting love to him, the more 
will he have of the fenfible and comfortable 
relifh of this privilege, and fee all things work- 
ing together for good to him:, whereas the lefs 
love to God, by the faith of God’s love to him; 
the lefs will he fee and feel. this truth to his 
advantage; but rather fear the contrary, with 
Jacob, faying, .All the/e things are againft me. 

Thus you fee the influence and fubferviency 
of this Jove unto this privilege ; or the connexi- 
on between the character of being lovers of God, 
and the privilege of all things working together for 
good; and fo upon what folid reafon and good 
evidence the apoftle did, and all believers may, 
affert and fay, We know that all things fhall work 
together for good to them that love God, and that are 
the called according to his purpofe. 


VI. The fixth thing propofed was, To make 
application of the fubject. 

Here is a foundation laid for a very large 
application; butI muft ftudy to confine myfelf 
within as narrow bounds as poflible. 

The ff ufe | make of the doétrine is, of in- 
formation: 1s it fo, That all things work together 
for good to them that love God? 

1. Hence fee and admire the infinite wi/dom of 
God, and the depth of divine providence, even 

when he fuffers all things feemingly to work 
for hurt to his church and people, that, even 
then he is making all things work together 
for good to them. O believer! do not believe 
fenfe; it is a fool anda knave, when it {peaks 
contrary to God: whatever appearance things 
have, and beas they will, all things fhall work 


for good to the lovers of God. It fhall be fo © 


toward every lover of God in particular, and 
much more will it be fo towards the whole 
community of lovers, and of Chrift’s friends. 

Perhaps there was never greater evils of one 
fort and another taking placeinthe world, and 
‘even in the midft of the vifible church, than 
- now a-days: yet, I dare affert, that out of all 
the evils of our day, God fhall bring forth 
“much good to his friends and lovers. But if 
you cannot fee to the bottom of his ways, which 
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errors, berefies, and fcandals, ruining the church, 
work for good? Yea, There muft be herefies, that 
they that are approved may be made manifefi, 1 Cor. 
xi. 19. Storms fhall manifeft whoare built up- 
on the rock.— Will bla/phemies vented againft 
the glorious Godhead of Chrift, work for any 
good? Yea, his glory fhall fhine the more 


_ brightly, through the dark cloud; and his 


friends fhall be the more ftirred up to-put the 
‘crown upon his head, when enemies would 
trample on it. O the wifdom of God! thatcan 
make divifions, difcords, and confufions, in a 
church to work for the good of a hidden rem- 
nant; even as he made the treafon of Judas, 
the rage of the eee and Gentiles, and the 


malice of the devil, to work for the redemption 


of the world, and falvation of finners. 
2. See the caufe why God many times denies 
the outward blefing of peace, to thefe on whom 
he has conferred the zmward bleffing of grace; and 
why he orders adverfity, inflead of profperity: 
why, he defigns their good. And itis upon 


neceffity, in fome cafes, that they muftbegiven _ 


up to the hand of theirenemies, becaufe, when 
he gives them reft, they do evil again before bim, 
Neh, ix. 28.—He defigns:to convince the wick- 
ed, that God’s children. do not ferve him for 
out ward things, as the devil reproached Job, when 


he faid, Doth Fob ferve God for nought ?—He dex - 


figns his fervants fhould not bear a-mercenary 
mind, in making gain of his fervice, and tnrn- 
ing Chriftian patience into carnal covetoufnefs, 
making gain of godlinefs.—He ‘defigns: his 
people fhould fee need of more faith, and more 
wifdom; for, in fair :weather; little {kill in, the 
mariner is required; but when ftorms' arife, 
and the fea {wells and. grows;troublefome, then 
he is put to it.—He defigns to convince them 
that this is their zm, and not their home; the 
wilderne/s, and not, Canaan, a place of refin- 
ing; whereof yet he faysy-J have chofen thee in 
the furnace of affiction, Ufa. xlviii. 10. They. are 
chaftened of the Lord, that they may not be condemned 
with the world, 1 Cor, Xi. 31. -Outward and 
bodily profperity is not always attended with 
inward foul-profperity;, no, no:. many have 
fat bodies, and lean fouls. “die 4 

3. See hence the mifery of the wicked, who are 
enemies and haters of God, and live and die 
in that enmity. Ah! dreadful cafe! ‘all things 
work together for evil unto fuch. , To the god- 
ly, evil things work for good; but to the wick- 
ed, good things work for.evil:. Their profperity 
deftroys them; their table is a fnare to them. The 
miniftry of the word, which is a favour of life 
to fome, is a favour of death to them. O Sirs, 
What is this, that the fame word, the fame 
breath, the fame wind that blows fometo hea- 
ven doth -blow them to hell! The facramental 
fupper, which is an ordinance that we ‘or 
the believer’s confolation, works for 
liever’s damnation: He eats and drinks da 
himjelf!. Yea, Chrift himfe 
s fent to the 
hurt; for, he is to t 


eo) 


SERM. CIX. 2 Eb Ot TIRES 
gofpel-call never work in you an effectual pur- 
pofe of turning from fin to God, through Chritt 
by faith; if it never work in you an effectual 
purpofeto comeout of yourfelf, and in to Chrift; 
to die unto fin, and live unto God; then, O 
tremble at it! it is a ign that God hath a pur- 
pofe to deftroy you. Alas! wll you not trembie 
at the prefence of God? Jer. v. 22. The half of this 
dreadful news hath made fome of God’s chil- 
dren to be diftracted with the terrors of God, Pfal. 
Ixxxvu. 15. If your ftout confcience doth not 
tremble now, yet the day of wrath and trem- 
bling is a-coming.' 

4. Hence, on the other hand, fee the Aappi- 
nefs of God's friends and. lovers ; and what: comfort 
this. carries to them, that ail things, the wort 
as well as the beft, wll work together for their 
good, whatever be their fuffering lot, or afflict- 
ed condition; even when you feem to be loft, 
yet you are in your Father’s eye: when in the 
dark night of affliction, temptation, defertion, 
you can fee nothing, yet, if you look up to 
heaven, you will fee thoufands of ftars look- 
ing on you; fo is God’s eye ever on you. 
The child may lofe the Father, but the Father 
will not lofe the child: you are in the hand of 
Chrift, and none can pluck you out of God’s hand: 
and you are in that very hand that works for 
_ you, and makes: all things work ‘for your good. 
What though the policy of hell be againft you, 
when the wifdom) of heaven is working for 

you; The Lord brings the counfel-of the heathen to 

nought ; be makes the devices of the-people of none 

effect: but the counfel of the Lord that /hall ftand, and 

the thoughts of bis heart to all generations, Pfalm 

XXxiHi-10, 11. Bleffed then is the nation whofe God is 

the Lord; and the people, whom he hath chofen for 

his anheritance.. What are, multitudes of oppofi- 

tions from men and devils? Millions of hofts 

of men are millions of hofts of vanities and no- 
things to this infinite wifdom; All nations before 
him. are as nothing ; and they are counted unto him le/s 

than nothing and vanity, Wa.xl.17. J, evenT am he 
that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou fhouldf 
be afraid of man that fhall die? and of the fon of man, 
that fhall.be made as grafs? chap. li. 12.; You have 
a wonder-working friend who.cannot die, and 

that will never fail)you: -riches and worldly 

honours ‘deal not plainly. with us; we know. 

not when we have them, and when we want 

them; but, amidft all changes, God is» your 

unchangeable friend, in whom: you are to re- 

joice. . A-certain prince, when he heard of the 
death of many friends in war;' yet comforted 

himfelf with this, Vivzt imperator, fat habeo: “It 

“is enough to me.:that the.emperor lives.” .O 

believer! fhould it not be enough to you that 
the Lord lives? «/4s; /oon as they ibear of me; they 

Shall obey, me. The Lord hveth, and: bleffed. besmy 
rock, and let the God ‘of my falvation be exalted, Pfali 

XVilie- 44,46. Ofold haft thou laid:the foundation of 
the earth, and the heavens are the works of thy:hands : 

they fhall peri/h, but thou fhalt endure; yea, all of them 

Shall wax old as a garment ; as avefturé {halt thou 
change them, and they hall be changed : but thouart 

the Jame, and thy years {hall have no end. The children 

of thy fervants fhall. continue, and-their feed /hall be 

eftablifhed before thee, Palm cii..25,—28.. What 

though your trials be very long, God's delays 

are the feed/of greater mercies. The goldfmith 

holds his mettal in the fire, till ic be melted 

and refined: But the needy /hall not always be for- 

gotten; nor the expectation of the poor perifh for ever, 

‘Pfal. ix. 18. God’s time is better than ours; and 
Vogt. IL 
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he knows when you are ripe for deliverance: 
he will let the fire burn, till the drofs come a- 
way from the mettal: The vifion is for an appoint- 
ed time... O believer, blefs God for this pillar of 
hope and confolation, that al/ things hall work 
together for your good. And whatever ftate you 
are brought into, in providence, be content, be 


Zt 


chearful ;, all things are working together to 


bring you to that ttate, wherein you {hall ‘be 
no more tofied and troubled; wherein you will 
be above thefe regions that make changes of 
weather, and have no more any thick foggy 
days. Many times all your felicity here, is to 
know that your mifery fhall end; and fin, the 
root of all mifery, be plucked up. If he make 
all things work together for good to his peo- 
ple, then we may well fay, Truly, God is good to 
Yrael, whatever befals them, yevT he is good; as 
the word may be read. 
Osyject. “ [fit was only trouble and affliction 
that I wastryfted with, perhaps I might take 
the comfort of this doctrine, that all things 
* fhall work together for good: but, alas! fin lies 
‘ at the door; corruption prevails over me; and 
my /piritual enemies tread me under foot: and 
this makes me think a// will work for my 
RUIN. 
Answ. This may be the cafe, and yet the do- 
minion.is on the children of God’s fide; .becaufe 
vichory is not. meatured by onE blow, but by 
the a/ue of the battle: 4 bruifed reed hall he not 
break, a fmoaking flax will he not:quench, till he bring 
forth judgment unto victory, Matth. xii..20. You 
may, with: Paul; beded captive by the law of fin, 
Rom. vii. .23.; and yet the gofpel at length be: 
victorious in the heart... Confider, that the 
Spirit keeps the: field, even: im that fame foul 
wherein the fle/>hath a great. power ; The fle/b 
lufteth. againft; the: Spirit, and the>Spirit againft the 
fle/h, and thefe two are contrary, Gal. ii. 17. Inca 
carnal man, the Spiritas not-on the field atvall; 
and therefore he is\a /ervant to fin, not acaptives 
but when God’s children fin, they are captives 
to it, and not /ervants; and whenethey fin, itis 
but with half of the-will, and fo:the flefh hath 
but half.a:vore 3 and there is: a» proteftation 
made on the contrary, by‘ that.fupernatural 
inftin of the Spirit, that is given them, —A- 
gain,:the falls and for/s.of God’s children are the 
feed of humility ; and’ watchfulne/s, the feed of 
hunger and thirft-after a fuller meafure of grace, 
and. of:a more ftric: and. circum{fpect walk: 
and thus fin,: by the | grace -of :God, helps to 
mortify itfelf. We read of David, 2 Sam. xxiii. 
15, 16;.17. thatihe donged: for @ drink of the water 
of the well of Bethlehem, that was.in the midft of 
the: Philiftines hoft;,and when three valiant: 
men brought it to -hium at the peril of their 
lives,; he would*notdrink it; laying, Js mot this 
the blaod of théefe men, that went in jeopardy of their 
lives? Hence we may learn, he that before 
fhed ‘innocent blood, is now troubled in con- 
{cience for hazarding the blood of thefe men, 
in this rafh enterprize; and he tHat before de- 
filed another man’s wife, does now repent for 
defiring to drink of the water of another man’s 
well. But, pafling. other inferences, I go on 
to an ufe:of examimation. +0) . 
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» Try therefore, Oman, woman, whether you 
be the /adjec?s to whom this privilege belongs, 
of having all things working for your good, ‘Try it, 
for it is no trivial.affair, no matter of moon- 
fhine; it is no trifle, that you have.no conneyys 
wit 
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with, and need not trouble your head about; 
no: it is a matter of the higheft moment, and 
moft important concern; an affair wherein 
your everlafting welfare is concerned, whether 
all things /hall work together for your good: becautfe, 
if they do not fo, they will all work for your 
hurt and perdition; for, the affirmative of the 
text ftrongly imports and includes a negative. 
Well, but fay you, “ Iam perfuaded, this is 
“ one of the moft glorious privileges that can 
“ be, how fhall I know it that all things fhall 
“ work together for good to me?” You may 
try it two ways. 1. By the marks the text 
offers you. 2. By the begun experience of the 
thing itfelf. i 
- 1ff, Try it by the marks the text gives of thofe 
to whom all things fhall work together for 
good; namely, that they are fuch as ove God, 
and are the called according to his purpofe. Thefe 
are the perfons to whom all things fhall work 


for good. And here four things are offered to 


you for trial. If you would reach to the bot- 
tom of this queftion, whether you be a true 
lover, you are totry it, 1. By the olect of your 
love, if it be Gop himfelf that you love, the 
true God. 2. By the qualities of the a¢t, if it be 
true love to this God. 3. By the immediate 
Jpring of this love, if it be fuch as hath iffued 
from effectual calling. 4. By the origznalroot of it, 
if it be a love that refults from the everlajing 
love of God to you, and his purpofe of grace con- 
cerning you. I would therefore endeavour to 
help you a little into this fearch, wherein you 
and I both need to be fure what we are faying 
and doing; for, there is much falfe pretended 
love to God in the world. 2 

_{t.] Then-examine your love by the ofjeét of 
it, if it be Gop, and him indeed that you love. 
See that it be not a God of your own imagina- 
tion, and not the true God. 


two queftions. 


- What conviction have you ever got of your 


natural atheifm,; and of your being without God, 
Or ATHEISTs, as all by nature are? Eph. un. 12. 
If you never thought yourfelf an atheift, nor 
faw that you were without God, it feems that 
you are without God to this day, and without 
love to him: for, fince all, by nature, are with- 
out God, and have loft God, how can they love 
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in Chrift, in whom alone he’is always well- 
pleafed; in whom alone he is reconciled ; in 
whom alone his fulnefs dwells; and in whom 
alone his excellencies fhine moft brightly and 
favingly. & dy Shae, 

‘No finner can love God who hath not feen 
him in Chrift: He'that hath feen me, fays Chrift, 
hath Jeen the Father. He that hath not feen Chritt, 
hath not feen God; and fo hath not feen the 
-true object of love. For, a finner to pretend 
that he loves God, and yet hath not gota view 
of him in Chritft, is the groffeft ignorance ima- 
ginable; becaufe, out of Chrift, he is a confum- 
mg fire to finners; a fin-revenging God. If you 
know the God whom you think you love, you 
would love him no otherwife, out of Chrift, 
than as you do the fire that would confume 
you to afhes. But God in Chrift is a God of 
love; for, in him his law is magnified, his ju- 


aith, and perfuafion of the love of 
“particular, as at leaft to create — 


-(2.] Examine your 
nd qualities of the 
isGod. How /] 


feon 4 


f 
= 
a 


oa = 


) SERM. CX. 


fow/bip with the obje@ beloved ; fo, if you have 
true love to God, you will have a defire of more 
intimate union and communion with him. What 
then is thy great defire and requeft? Is it that, 
Pfal. xxvii. 4. One thing have I defired of the Lord, 
that will I feek after, that I may dwell in the 
houfe of the Lord all the days of my life; that Imay 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and enquire in his tem- 
ple? —It is the nature of love to make one im- 
patient at the abfence of the beloved obje&; fo, 
if you have true love to God in Chrift, his ab- 
fence will be grievous to thee; and all other 
comforts will fignify nothing to thee without 


- him. 0 that knew where Imght find him! O bow 


tong, how long !—Tt is the nature of love to de- 
Uight in the prefence of the object beloved; even 
fo, if you truly love God, his prefence will be 
thy delight: welcome, O beloved! well’s me! 
that now I have got thee in my arms; / will 
not let thee go. I held him, fays the fpoufe, and 
would not let him go, till I had brought him into my 


mother’s houfe, to the chambers of her that conceived 


me. O! fiir him not up. I charge you, by the roes 


and binds of the field, that you ftir not up nor awake 


my love till he pleafe. —It is the nature of love to 
bear affection to every thing that is like unto the 
beloved object; even fo, if you love God, you 
will love all that bear his image; you will be 
& companion of them that fear his name; and delight 
im the faints, the excellent ones of the earth. How 
can they love God, that care not for thofethat 
bear his image?—It is of the nature of love to 
hate whatfoever is difagreeable to the beloved 
object; fo, where there is true love to God, 
there will be true hatred of fin: the love of God; 
and the love of fin are contradictory things. 
A believer may be overcome by fin; but he has 


no /ove to the overcomer: and this appears, be- 
_caufe his fin cofts him ‘many a prayer, and tear, 


and cry, and figh, and watching, and applica- 

tion to the throne of grace, and tothe blood of 

Chrift for cleanfing and healing: © The love of 

God deftroys the love of fin, and the love of 

the world.—It is the nature of love to think 

much of the beloved object; fo, where love to 
God takes place, it carries the thoughts towards 

him, and the meditation of him is Jweet. Love 

may be known by our thoughts and medita- 

tions: many think they love God, and yet God 

as not in all their thoughts. They think of no- 

thing but the world, and the things thereof: 

they cannot dwell upon this glor 

nor are their wandering thoughts an 

them.—lIt is the nature of love to /peak much 

beloved object: we may know by the 

1 of fome that they have no love to God, 
f God from morning to even- 
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L1InG? Tothis it may be replyed, If your love be 
the fruit of effectual calling, then you will be 
convinced that it never grew in your heart natu- 
rally; and that it is not the fruit of your na- 
tural power, or free will; and that, by nature, 


‘you are haters of God, Rom. i. 30. viii. 7. If you 


never faw your enmity againff God and never fu- 
{pected your love to him, nor ever had any 
love to him, but what you had naturally all 
your days, I mutt tell you, your love to him 
is nothing but enmity againft him: for, true 
love grows in the garden of grace, and not of 
nature. — Again, if your love be the fruit of 
effectual calling, then your affeéfions have been 
drawn to Chrift fweetly and irrefiftibly, as with 
a cord of love; for, this drawing power is put 
forth in effectual calling: I have loved thee with 
an everlafiing love ; therefore with loving-kindnefs 
have I drawn thee, Jer. xxxi. 3. We love him, be- 
caufe he firft loved us, 1 John xiv. 16.—Again, if 
your love be the fruit of effectual calling, then 
the go/pel of free grace will be very precious to 
you; for, that is the outward means of eflec- 
tual calling; and that which is the means of 
the new fpiritual birth, 1 Pet. i. 23. is ftill the 
mean alfo of {piritual growth: and therefore, 


they that are effeCtually called and regenerate, 


have full an earneft defire after, and delight in 
it; As new born babes, defire the fincere milk of the 
word, that they may grow thereby, 1 Pet. il. 2. If 
your love to God be not attended with a love 
to the doctrine of the gofpel, it is but a fpuri- 
ous brood, and. not of the right kind. — Fur- 
ther, if your love to God be the fruit of effec- 
tual calling, then the Spirit of God will be ve- 


_Ty precious to you: becaufe, it is by the power 


and efficacy of the Spirit that the call is made 
effectual; for, then the go/pel comes not in word 
only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghoft, 1 Theff.i. 5. 
You will defire: more and more of that free 
Spirit, for carrying on the work of faith with pow- 
er, and for exciting any grace that ever wrought; 
your prayer will be, Awake, O north wind; and 
come thou fouth; blow upon my garden, and the [pices 


— fhall fend forth the /mell thereof. You will always 


find the Spirit, when he comes by his graci- 
ous motions, running only in the channel of , 
gofpel doctrine, that tends to lead men out to 
Chrift and his righteoufnefs ; and not in the 
channel of legal doétrine, that has a tenden- 


cy to lead men in to themfelves, andtheir own 
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to know that my love to.bim in time, 1s fuch, as will 
evidence bis love to me_from eternity? O bow fhall I 
underfiand that? Why, this may not only be 
known by the marks already delivered, but 
further in thefe four particulars. 

1. If your love to God be fuch as flows from, 
and evidences his everlafling love to you, and pur- 
pofe of grace concerning you, then this loving 
purpofe towards you, has produced in you a /oving 
purpofe towards him. What fora purpofe is it? 
It is a purpofe of marriage with the Son of God. 
His purpofe of marriage with you from, eter- 
nity hath produced in you a purpofe of mar- 
riage with him in time. Can you tell me, if 
ever fuch a purpofe was wroughtin your heart? 
It is true, there are purpofes that Come to no 
effect, but this is an effectual purpofe that hath 
taken effect; infomuch, that you could find 
no reft till the match was made up, as Naomi 
{aid of Boaz when purpofing to match with 
Ruth, chap. iii. 18. The man-will not reft till he 
hath finifhed the thing : even fo, Chrift Jefus, when 
betrothing a finner to himfelf, as he will not 
reft till he hath finithed this thing, fo he works 
in the foul that purpofe alfo, that he cannot 
reft till that thing be finifhed.. Now, can you 
fay, there was a time when the Lord wrought 
fuch a purpofe of marriage with him in your 
heart, that you could not reft till it was fome 
way finifhed, by a joining hands with the Son 
of God? Infomuch, that when he offered his 
heart and hand to you, you were made to of- 
fer your heart and hand to him, faying, “ Lord, 
“ take thou me to thyfelf; take thou me, for 
“ fuch is the deceitfulnefs of my heart, that I 
“ know not if I dare fay, Even fo, I take thee; 
“ that is, indeed, what I would be at, but fee- 
“ing itis thou,even thou only that canft make 
“ it fure work, and a fure bargain; therefore, 
“ T put the making of the marriage in thy 
own hand. O take me to be thine for ever: 
I offer myfelf, with a thoufand good wills ; 
O take me, take me; take me and my blef- 
“ fing to eternity. I put my heart into thy 
“hand, and I leave it with thee.” Tellme, 
man, woman, were you brought to fuch a 
purpofe as this? O poor foul, it is a fruit of 
his purpofe from eternity of marrying, you ; 
it is a. fruit of your being given to Chrift an 
the council of peace: for, Chrift fays, John vi. 37. 
All that the Father hath given me [hall come to me.— 
Again, if his loving purpofe.towards you, has 
produced a loving purpole in you towards him, 
then it is not only a purpofe of marriage with 
him, but alfo a purpofe of cleaving unto him; 
a purpofe never to leave him; a purpofe to a- 
bide with him: as his purpofe is to abide with 
them for ever, John xiv. 19.; fo it produces a 
purpofe in them to abide with him for ever ; 
faying, with Ruth, Jntreat me not to leave thee, or 
to return from following after thee; for, where thou 
gocft, Iwill go; where thou lodgeft, I will lodge: 
thy people fhall be my people; and thy God my God, 
Ruth 1.16. It is a purpofe to bed and board 
with him, if I may be allowed the expreffion; 
to live and die with him; and to live upon 
him, for wifdom, righteoufne/s, fanctification, and 
redemption.— Again, another part.of the loving 
_purpofe in them that his purpofe doth pro- 
‘duce, is a purpofe, through grace, to glorify 
him: they purpofe to glorify him in time, and 
to glorify him through eternity. However lit- 
‘tle they reach of their purpofe while here be- 
low, yet this is a peculiar difpofition wrought 
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in all that love God, by virtue of their being 
called according to his purpofe, that they have a 
great inclination, a. ftrong purpofe to glorify 
him with their hearts, their lips, and lives. 
They are a chofen generation, a peculiar people, that 
they fhould fhew forth the praifes of hun who hath 
called them out of darknefs, to his marvellous. hght, 
1 Pet. il. 9. Thefe are they who love him, 
and whofe love to him flows from and eviden- . 
ces his everlafting love and gofpel of grace to 
them. 

2. If your love to God be fuch as is a fruit 
of his everlafting purpofe towards you, then 
it will produce in you an:everlafing purpofe to- 
wards him; thus to cleave to him, and ferve 
him, and glorify him. ‘There are fome fleet- 
ing purpofes which many have, which laft but 
for a moment; but the believer’s purpofe, to 
glorify God, and enjoy him for ever, is an everlatt- 
ing purpofe; it isa firm, permanent, fixed, 
habitual, conftant purpofe. . Whatever winds _ 
may drive him from the thing he purpofes; 
yet, no wind can drive him from his purpofe, 
when once it is wrought of God in his heart. 
Temptation may drive him from feeking and 
ferving his God fometime; but, yet the temp- 
tation cannot drive him from his purpofe of 
feeking and ferving the Lord. , He may be 
drawn to fin; but he can never be drawn to a 
purpye of finning, or.a purpofe of living in fin: 
nay, if fome {trong corruptions prevail againft 
him, and lead him captive, yet he can: confi- 
dently appeal to heaven it was never his fated 
purpofe; and it was againft his purpofe, and . 
againit his prayers, and againft his tears, and 
againft his hope, that {uch and fuch an iniqui- 
ty prevailed againft him, _Itis.with himias it 
is witha mariner that fets out for fuch a diftant 
hayen, with a full purpofe to fail flreight toit; 
but, againft his: purpofe he is. carried.to this 
port and that port, which he, never defigned ; 
and, perhaps,..with, crofs winds, carried. hi- 
ther and thither; yet ftill his purpofe remains; 
and he never refts till he come to the place-he 
defigned. | = 
_ 3. 1f your love to God bethe fruit of his eter- 
nal purpofe and decree, then your heart will 
be reconciled to thefe eternal countfels: of God, 
concerning the choofing of fome.and._pafling 
by others. The doctrine of .predeftination, 
which the apoftle here {peaks of inthe context, ~ 
will not be a terrible and harfh dodtrine to you: 
you are brought to fuch a view of the abfolute 
fovereignty of God, that you dare not quarrel 
with his decrees; nay, your heart. will juftify 
God, and acquiefce in his wife and fovereign 
‘difpofals, faying, “O! is it-not,fit and.right 
“ that the potter make of the clay what he pleafes? 


© and that God have mercy on whom he will bave 


“ mercy?” &c. Is there then unrighteoufne/s with 
God? God forbid, Rom. ix. 14, 15,19, 20. Hence, 


‘by the bye, we cannot think that any Armi- 


nian can have a Jove to God ;, for, in principle, 
he pulls God down, in effet, from the throne 

of his abfolute fovereignty and dominion. _ 
4. If your love to God be the fruit of his 
everlafting love and purpofe of grace towards 
you, then your love to him will beaccompanied 
with the admiration and adoration of free and fo- 
vereign grace: you will not only ftoop to fo- 
vereignty, without quarrelling his decrees; but. 
you will admire and adore the freedom of his 
diftinguifhing love; and aferibe all the glory 
and praife of every part of your falvation to 
ee ~ this 
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this free and fovereign mercy of God. You 
will defire to fay, with the apoftle, O the depth 
of the riches, both of the wifdom and knowledge of 
God! how unfearchable are his gudgments, and his 
ways paft finding out! Rom. x1. 33..and to ac- 
knowledge with the fameapoflle, He bath found 
aus, and called us witha holy calling; not according 
to our works, but according to his own purpofe and 
grace, which was given us in Chrift Fefus, before the 
world began, 2'Tim. i. 6. You will defire toad- 
mire the beauty and glory of all the links of 
~the golden chain here; Whom he did foreknow, 
them alfo he did predeftinate to be conformed to the i- 
mage of bis Son. Moreover, whom he did predeftinate, 
them he alfo called ; and whom he called, them he al- 
fo zuftified ; and whom he juftified, them he.alfo glorified. 
__ 2dly, Try whether all things fhall work for 
your good, by the begun experience of the thing 
itfelf, whether you have found already the 
footfteps of this truth in your. hearts, God’s 
making all things work together for good. Try if 
he hath begun to make fome things work al- 
ready for your good; for, if he has begun to 
make fome or many things already work for good 
to you, hence you may conclude, he will go 
on to make all things work together for good 
to you. I fhall reduce this to four heads. 
Gia okaave-Ever any of you. been. brought un- 
der fickne/s and diftre/s of body? Rub up your ex- 
perience a little, and reflect upon it, whether 
_ ornot has this done you good? Did it humble 
- -you to the duft that you were dwelling in a 


isfied in the laft God you have got? For, 
ds you fet your heart. upon were 


be, and where you would. 
have more and more 
fting, everliving 
alittle more 
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ry. Do you fee your lofs made up in God, : 
| in communion with him? and thereupon, — 


ng objects of love; but now you. 
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your pacce is difturbed? Now, what good have 
you gotof this difpenfation? Hath it cof? you many 
tears im fecret? Many a long look to the fountain 
opened for fin, and for uncleanne/s? Ox, has the Lord 
thereby given you a fight of yournature? Jawas 
concerved in fin, and fhapen in iniquity. Was it bred 
in you. a holy watchfulnefs againft every fin? 
Or, hath it; occafioned your admiring the free, 
abfolutely free grace of God in Chrift, and the 
long-fuffering patience of God? Hath it made 
you pity others under the fame temptation? 
and tolay out thyfelf more for honouring God 
than ever you did? Surely then ithas wrought 
for good to thee. 4. 

4. Have you been brought under the hidings 
of God’s face? and hath this been for good to 
you?) Isfin imbittered, becaufe it is the caufe 
of it? Hath it endeared the prefence of ‘God 
more to you: Hath it awakened you to more 
frequency and fervency in holy duties? Hath 
it:made you more ufeful and helpful to poor 
tempted and deferted: ones than before, when 
they are faying, Alas! there was never any like 
me! [ama reprobate! it is in vain for me to 
wait onthe means‘of grace! Well, you may 
tell. fuch, If it was fo with you, it was fo with 
me: and this may give fome relief. See what 
experience you ‘have of God’s beginning to 
make all things work together for your good. 
Hath he begun todo fo? Well, he zs a rock, and 
his work is. perfed: -He will make: all things 
work for good. 


OF 


We fhall now fhut up the fubje& with an 
ufe of exhortation, both to faints and finners. 
There area few duties | would exhort believers 
unto. ~~ i - SH St 

1. Admire the wonderful goodne/i of this God, 
who makes\all things work together for good 
to you. Well may you fay, Whom have I in hea- 
ven but thee? and there is none in all the earth whom 
Ldefire befides thee. Who 1s'a God like unto thee? 
How great is bis goodne/s? 

2. | would charge every foul here, not*to 
make ufe of this truth to indulge the commiffion 
of one fin, or to go on in the way of fin: What! 
Shall we continue in fin, that grace'may abound? God 
Jorbid. Shall we do evil that good may come of it ? 
Rom. vi. 1. What God can-do, in ‘his infinite 
and what 


with fin. eRe ‘ in eS Fs 


ame, 
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well full. By a life of faith you will fee, and 
by a life of love you will feel, all things work- 
ing together for good. |. 

5. Beware of practically contradicting the de- 
fign of providence in working for your good, 
or of having any hand in making them work 
for your hurt, fo as to be the worfe of them, 
which people may do many ways; as when, 
in affliction, they betake themfelves unto un- 
lawful means of relief: when they ufe unlaw- 
ful means without dependence upon God: 
when they reckon God’s former favours to be 
fnares and entanglements : when they refufe 
the comforts of the word under their afflicti- 
on, Exod. vi. 9.; and when they weary of their 
life, with Rachel. yan 

6. Beware of cenfuring and challenging provi- 
dence, when yet it 1s working for your good, 
Men are guilty of cenfuring the providence of 
God, not only through atheifm, in denying 
providence; but alfo through unbelief, in quef- 
tioning the love of God; through fenfuality, 
in muifconftructing all providences, which do 
not gratify their lufts and carnal defires. Some- 
times through haftinefs, in pafling fentence 
upon providence, before thefe fignal periods of 
it come that would manifeft its meaning. Some- 
times from ignorance and want of confidera- 
tion, not Knowing that God may fend leffer 
crofles to prevent a greater, Jer. xxiv. 5. 

7. Put a remark upon all the good that you 
get by the providence of God. Remember how 
often the crofs hath born down your pride, re- 
{trained your predominant, fent you to your 
prayers, and to a God in Chrift, the bearer of 
prayer. \tisneceflary to make this remark up- 
on the good of providence, becaufe, when it 
is made, and well improven, the crofles that 
you are ready to make arguments of your un- 
belief, would rather prove confirmations for 
your faith. | 

8. Join zfue with providence, in endeavour- 
ing to get all the good you can out of every 
difpenfation, and particularly out of affliction: 
and that by prayer, Job xxvii. 10. James v. 13.3. 
and by being fuitably exercifed by them, xot 
defpifing the chaftening of the Lord, nor fainting when 
he rebukes, Heb. xii.13.; nor defpairing of a 
happy iflue: but expecting, according to the 
promife, that all things /hall work together for good. 

On the other hand, I would fpeak a word to 
the wicked and ungodly, who are enemies to, and 
haters of God. To you I would offer, 17, A 
word of ferror and conviction: but I have pre- 
vented myfelf inthe third inference as to this, 
and fo I fhall conclude, — : 

_ 2dly, With a word of counfel. And the advice 
I offer is that which you have, Job xxii. 21. If 
you would have all things working for your 
good, then acquaint now thyfelf with God, and be 
at peace, and thereby good fhall come unto thee. Be 
reftlefs till you get faving acquaintance with 


; God in Chrift, as he is revealed in the gof- 
i ie 


rhereby you are called outwardly to 
aintance, and to peace and reconcilia- 


him, 2 Cor. v. 19,20. In this gof- 
on he i ing and inviting y 
he-calbaciies 


n; and wherein God prays youto 
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and draw out your heart towards him, in faith 
and love. Put not the gofpel call from you, 
under any temptation drawn from the fecret 
purpofe of God: for, though all whom he 
calls efféctually, are called according to his 
purpofe; yet that purpofe is not the rule-of 
their faith, nor the firft object of the faith of 
any man. As you cannot know a man’s 
thoughts, but by his words; fo, you cannot 
know God’s purpofe, but by his promife. Do 
not firft pore upon God’s thoughts and de- 
figns; for that is not the firft object of your 
faith: but firft hear and give ear to his word; 
and if you believe his word, with applica- 
tion to: yourfelf; then you may be fure of his 
purpofe and thoughts toward you, that they 
are thoughts of good, and not of evil, to give you an 
expected end. It is the faith of his promife. you 
are called to, and not the faith of his purpofe: 
but, whenever you have the faith of his pro- 
mife, then you may have the faith of his pur- 
pofe: whenever you’ believe in Chrift, as 
given to you in the word;*then you may be- 
lieve that you are given to him in the decree 
of God. You are to make firft your calling, 
and then your ¢/ection fure; for, whenever you 
hear his call, and believe in him, according 
to his word, then you may conclude, that you 
are called according to his purpofe. STAs) 
Quest. What is he faying to me, in the outward 
call of the word, that may engage me to hear him? 
Answ. Heis faying, Man, woman, will you 
inlift with meas aCaprain, to fight all your bat- 
tles for you? Will you match with me as your 
Husband, to protect and provide for you? Poor 
finner! will you have me to be your portion? 
O difeafed finner, will you have me to be your 
Phyfician? Oignorantfinner, will you have me 
to be your Prophet to teach you? O guilty fin- 
ner, will you Have me to be your Prieft, to par- 
don you? Oenflaved finner, will you have 
me to be your King, to fubdue your-iniquity, 
to conquer your enemies, to break your rebel- 
lion and enmity? Poor bankrupt, will you 
have a Surety, to pay all your debt? Poor op- 
prefied finner; will you have a helper, to bear 
all your burdens? Will you have one that can 
fupply all your wants, and heal all your 
wounds? Will you have one that can portion 
you for eternity? Poor mortal worm, that art 
to crumble into duft in a little, will you have 
one that can jointure you for eternity, and 
make you happy in death, and happy-in judg- 
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-ment, and happy through eternity ?. Will you 


have eternal life? He that hath the Son hath life: 
and his complaint is, Ye wall not come to me, that 


and eternal life. W 


guilt 
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- You are called outwardly by the word; but are 
‘you made content to have Chrift for yours in 
all refpects, as a Prophet, Prieft, and King, to 
fave you from fin, as well as to fave you from 
hell. Can you fay it before God, men, and 
angels, that your heartis made content? Then 
you are not only called outwardly, according 
to his word; but inwardly, and effectually 
called according to his purpofe. The decree 
is open ; and the everlafting love of God, that 
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7 HEN the hands of fueraman devils Arc 
J lifted up to deftroy, it is our fafett 
~courfe to look to the hand of Chritt, 


that it may be lifted up to deliver, and to raife 


up what they pull down; for this he is able 
and ready to do, whenever ruin and defolati- 
on is come to a height, as is examplified in 
thefe words of his, Deffroy this temple, and in 


_ three days Iwill raife it up. 


The occafion of thefe words is, 1. Our Lord’s 
having purged the temple, and driven the buyers 
and fellers out of it, verfes 14, 15. 19.3; and hav- 


ing given the reafon of it, intimating, that his 


Father’s houfe ought not to be profaned, and 
made a houfe of merchandize, and that he had au- 
thority to purge it, as his Father’s houfe; he 


_ being faithful as aSon over his own houfe, and 


filled with zeal, which did eat him up, made him 


humble-and fpend himfelf in redreffing thefe 
abufes, and vindicating the honour of the tem-_ 


And, 2. The Jews, with their leaders, de- 


< 
angie re 


~ 


-manding @ /ign to prove his authority for fo 
doing, ver. 18. The Jews had, with their lead- 


ers, allowed that abufe and profanation of the 
temple; but, becaufe they could not directly 
charge the work that Chrift did, as if it was not 
a good work, to purge and purify the houfe of 


God from fuch abufes, when it was confecrat-_ 


wr Holy ufe and divine honour; therefore, 
eftion ‘his authority, faying, What fign 
us, to prove that thou art authorized and 
) do thefe things? They had robbed 
of honour, and robbed God of 
ey would rob the Son of 

mn the matter declare 


@ 


urant to execute 
ifelves in ear- 
expect to meet 
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pinot | Joun ii. 19. | 
 Fefus anfwered and faid unto them, Deftroy this temple, and im three days I will raife it up. 
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runs under ground from all eternity, is brok- 
en up above ground in drawing you with lov- 
ing-kindnefs, and making your heart content 
with Chrift, and clofe with him in all his offi- 
ces. And now, has his love manifeited to you 
in the gofpel drawn out your heart’s love to- 
wards him? then you may apply all the com- 
forts that the text bears; All things /hall work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, and are the 
called according to bis purpofe. 


GL. GN: mess 


ass 
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- The text then is our Lord’s anfwer, De/froy 
this temple, and in three days Iwill raife it up. What 
Chrift had done, and was doing, did miracu- 
loufly manifeft his power and authority; there- 
fore, he works no other miracle immediately 
to convince them, but gives them a fign in 
fome thing future, the truth whereof was to 
appear by the event; and the fign was his own 
death and refurrection. Thus he refers them 
to that which would be, r. His laft fign; fee- 
ing you will not be convinced with what you 
fee and hear, then you may wait: for, 2. Ie 
was to be the great fign for proving his being 
the Meffias, fent of God, becaufe it was fore- 
told of him, that he was to be drui/ed, Ma. liii. 
1o,; that he was to be cut of, Dan. ix. 26.; and 
yet that he fhould not fee corruption, Pfal. xvi. 
10.; and therefore was to rife up, and fi at the 
right-hand of God, till his enemies fhould be all his 
footfiool, Pfal. cx. 1. If thefe things were fulfil- 
led in him, and the truth appeared in the event, 
according to Deut. xvill. 21. then it was evident 
he was the true Prophet, the true Mefiias, the 
Son and Sent of God, having all power and 
authority in his Father’s houfe. 

~ This death and refurrection of Chritt is here 
foretold. in a figurative way, as afterwards, 


an abfurdity that he w ‘tem 
three days: but thus he proves both his abilicy — 
uthority; Defiroy this temple, and Iwill raife 
ee days. Now, it is efpecially from. fe 
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an occafion of the accomplifhment of that pre- 
diction itfelf, when, through wilful miftake 
of the meaning of his words, it was produced 
as an evidence againft him. It is not the firft 
time that teflimonies well intended have been 
miftaken and mifreprefented; and the words 
thereof turned to a quite other meaning than 
was defigned, and thus produced as evidences, 
for condemning the innocent. Our Lord’s own 
words were thus abufed ; and no wonder fuch 
injuries be done to the words of fallible men. 

The words here may be confidered, 1. In 
themfelves; and, 2. In their fcope. 

1, In themfelves. They contain a twofold 
prediction, 

1. He foretells his death; Deftroy this temple ; 
that is, ye will deftroy it: this is, as afterwards 


explained, the temple of his body, ver. 21. They_ 


took him to be fpeaking of the temple he had 
purged. We miflake Chrift many times, when 
we take literally what he fpeaks figuratively. 
He fhewed his zeal for that temple they fpoke 
of; but he would have us know, that the ho- 
linefs of it was but typical, and led to the con- 
fideration of another temple, which that was 
but a /hadow of, the fubfance bemg Chrift, Heb. 
ix. 9. Col. ii.17. Some think therefore, that 
when Chrift faid, Deffroy this temple, he pointed 
to his own body, and laid his hand upon it: 
however, we are here affured that he {poke of 
the temple of his body; Deffroy this temple: this 
t prophefy and know you will, and I will per- 
mit you to doit. 

2. He foretells his re/urrection by his own pow- 
er; Jn three days I will raife it up: others were 
raifed, but he raifed himfelf. Now, Chrift 
chufed to exprefs this by their deftroying, and 


_his raifing the temple. 


..(1.) Becaufe he was now jufif/ying himfelf, in 
purging the temple which they profaned. You 
that defile one temple will deftroy another: 
and, indeed, the defiling of the temple is the 
deftroying of it; and its reformation, 1s its re- 
furrection. Alfohechufed this way ofexpreffion, 
(2.) Becaufe the death of Chrift was indeed 
the defiruction of the Jewifh temple, and the 
procuring caufe of it; and his refurrection was 
theraifing of another temple,the gofpel-church, 
Zech. vi. 12. The ruins of their place and nation, 
John xi, 48. were the riches of the world: See 
Amos ix. 11. Acts xv. 16. 
 2dly, The words may be confidered in their 
Scope: the {cope and defign thereof was, to prove 
his authority to purge the temple. Iwill prove 


it, might he fay, by raving what you will de- 


Yiroy, and raifing it in three days. As they were 
ignorant of the meaning of Chrift’s words, fo 
of the almighty power of Chrift, as if he could 
do no more than another man. Had they 


known that this was he that built all things 
in 


fix days, they would not have made it fuch 


nabfurdity that he would build a temple in 


~~ 


thefe words, that I deduc 
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His ability to raife his own body in three 
days, is a clear fign of his ability and authori- 
ty torepair the defolations of his church, when 
brought to deftruction and death, as his own 
human body was. To this purpofe fee what — 
is faid, Ha. xxvi. 19. Thy dead men /ball live, toge- 
ther with my dead body fhall they arie, &c..Tothe 
fame purpofe is that, Hof. v1.2. After two days 
he will revive us; in the third day.he will raie us 
up, and we fhall lve in his fight. And hence it is 
faid, 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. that Chri? died for our fins 
according to the fcripture; and that he was buried, 
and roe again the third day, according to the fcrip- 
ture: and he arofe to be the refurreftion and 
the life, and that his myftical body, being plant- 
ed in the Lkene/s of his death, might alfo be m the 
likene/s of his refurrection, Rom. vi. 5. 
_. We fhall obferve the following method, in 


profecuting this obfervation. = 


a end 


I. We would offer fome remarks for the expli- 
cation of the text and doétrine. 

IL. Some rea/ons for the confirmation thereof. 

III. Some inferences for the application of it. 


I. We are to offer fome remarks for the exph- 
cation of the text and do@trine. And the re- 
marks may be of two forts, or under thefe two 
following heads. 1. Some remarks concern- 
ing the /ign Chrift here gives them; Deffroy this 
body, and in three days I will raife it up. 2. Some 
remarks upon the thing /ignified, namely, his 
raifing up the temple of his myftical body, the 
church; or his repairing it when ruined by 
men. eat 

If, We would offer a few remarks concerning 
the fign here given by our Lord Jefus; Defroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raife it up. For 
explaining of this, you may remark, cae 

i..“ That our Lord Jefus here compares his » 
“ body to the temple: and, indeed, his body is 
“ the true temple, of which that at Jerufalem 
“ was but atype.” Why? for the following 
reafons. | 8, Se ae PE ES, 

(1.) Like the temple, it was duit by imme- 
diate divine direction, 1 Chron. xxviii. 19. And 
thus Chrift fays, A body haft thou prepared me, 
Heb. x. 5. This temple of Chrift’s body, was, 
indeed, a more curious edifice, a building of 
God, a mafter-piece of his work, by the power 
of the Holy Ghoft, in the womb of a virgin, 
and gradually built up to a perfect ftature. 

(2.) Like the temple it was a holy houfe; and 
therefore called that holy thing, confecrated for 
the fervice of God; a living temple, for the 
living fervice of the living God, who fays, Be- 

hold my Servant, Wa, xiii. 1. 

_ (3.) It was, like the temple, the habitation of 
God’s glory: here the eternal Word dwelleth, 
thetrue Shechinah: he is IMMANUEL, God with 
a, aps him dwelleth all the fulne/s of the G 
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there for ever: anil mine eyes and mine heart fhall be 
there perpetually. God's heart and eye is fet up- 
on Chrift as the temple, whence he fhews him- 
felf precious to finners. 9) ; 
«(s.) Ina word, thetemplewasavifible, outward 
edifice, capable of being: demolifhed: and. de- 
ftroyed by the hands of men; and accordingly 
was fo in the event: fucha temple was the bo: 
dy of Chrift; it was a’ mortal body; fabje& to 
death. This leads to another remark’ hére: 
Remark 2, “That this temple of Chrift’s body 
“owas deftroyed,as far asthe hands of men and 
“* devils could deftroy it; even as the temple of 
* Jerufalem»atterwards was.” By this defruc 
tion of the temple of Chrift’s body; we are to 
underftand the death of Chrift, who-wasactually 
crucified, dead; and buried, according to the 
hiftory thereof’ you have in the evangelitts, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.: The deftroy- 
ers of this ‘temple, inftigated by Satan, cried 
out upon the matter, Raze, raze it tothe foun- 
dation, whén they cried, Crucify him! crucify him! 
and fo.accomplifhed the prediction of our Lord 
here, Defroy this temple. Hence, | 
Remark 3... “That this:deftruction,..or death 
“ of Chrift’s human body; ‘was ordered of the 
“Lord; he permitted it; “yea; God determined 
“it, Acts, ii. 23. Him, being delivered bythe deter= 
“\minate counfel.and fore-knowledge of God, you have 
“taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and flain.” 
God had a holy hand in that wherein‘men had 
afinful wicked hand. \Defroy this temple: it is 
not a command or allowance, but a prediction 
of what wickednefs they would commit; yet 
God defigned his death as man’s Surety; there: 
fore juftice purfued him, and knocked down 
thartemple: he died to fatisfy that threatening; 
In the day thou eateft, thou fhalt furely die. The 
deftruction of this temple was defigned for our 
deliverance. } Therefore; ~.. eto 
» Remark 4. “This temple was rai/edupthethird 
“ day after it was thus deftroyed, according to 
“ the promife and the type.” This temple be- 
hoved to be repaired and rebuilt; and that in 
three days. This holy temple /aw defruction, 
butat-was not poflible -it: could /2é corruption. 
David forefeeing this before, {peaks of the re- 
furrection of Chrift, that bis foul was not. left in 
bell; neither his fle/h did fee corruption, Acts ii. 31. 
compared with Pfal. xvi. 10. and Aéts xiii. 35. 
Arife he muft, to fhew that he was the Son of 
God, Rom. i. 4.; that he wasthe living’God, a 
hving temple, not made with hands,as other temples. 
Remark 5, “ That Chrift, by his own power, 
raifed up again this temple in three days: I 
* will raife it up.” tis true, we are told, again 
and again, the Father raied him; and that God 
raifed bim from the dead: but then it -is .as-true, 
that, as God, he and his Father are one; and there- 
fore, he arofe, by his own power, which was 
‘the power of God; for, he is God-man. » He 
declared, that he had power.to lay down bis life, 
ang power to take it again, John x. 18. And as 
Chrift foretold it here, fo he actually rofe; and 
Chrift is rifen indeed: the temple is raifed up by 
his own power. And never'was there.a greater 
-demonitration of the power of God, than. was 
put forth in raifing this temple: itis called 
the power of his refurrection, Phil, iii. 10,: As La- 
zarus behoved to be dead,.and buried for a 
‘time, that the power of Chrift might be mani- 
feft.in raifing him; fo here, the. temple of 
Sy eee A Minis eet ih 
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* Confeffion of ‘Faith, Chap. xxv. §.1, 2. 
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Chrift’s body behoved firft to be deftroyel by 
death, and interred that his own divine power 
might be illuftrioufly difplayed in the revival 
of it again. / . 
Remark 6.“ That this refurrection of Chritt, or 
the raifing up of the temple of bis bady, was a 
fign and demonftration of his power and 
authority :to'raife and repair the templé of his 
church, hhig:myttical body.” The Jews here 
fought a figm of his-authority for what he did: 
but feeing his‘works and miracles did not con- 
vince them ‘that he was the true Meffias, he 
{poke ina figurative way ofa fign, thatthould 
imitfelf be demonftrative of his being the true 
Meffias, the true God; and-thould declare that 
he was the Son'of God with power, and the glori- 
ous powerful Head of the body of the church. 
Whisvleads;s .: TRUS 48 Pus 
.2dly, To offer fome remarks upon the thing 
Sgmfed, namely, his, powerand authority’ to 
raife up.the temple of his niyftical body the church, 
or his repairing it when demolithed and ruin- 
ed. by men. \ Concerning this we may remark, 
1.“ That as the humantdody of Chrift, fo his 
church and myftical body, is comparable to 
va temple, and frequently infcripture compared 
thereto. Know ye not that ye are the temples of 
“God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth. in you 2? 
1 Cor. iii. 16. Yea, their bodies are called the 
temples of the-Haly Ghoft, 1 Cor. vi. 19. What 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols 2. For 
“ye are the temple of the living.God; and God hath 
“sfaid, I will dwell in them, 2 Cor. vi.'16.?:' The 
church is a temple of God's building, as Chrift’s 
body was; the Lord hath founded Zion, he buildeth 
Jerufalem. It isalfo his Aoly:temple, and called 
the mountain of his boline/s, Pfal. xlviii. 1. It is his 
balitation; yea, he hath defired it for hisshabi- 
tation, faying,. This is my refi for ever, here will I 
dwell, for 1 have defired it, Pfal. cxxxii. 14. And 
further, it is the place of intercour/e with God: 
there is no ordinary means of falvation but in 
the temple of his church, where his word and 
ordinances are difpenfed: for, as there is no name 
given under heaven, whereby tobe faved, but the name 
of Chrif, the: only Saviour publithed in. Zion ; 
fo, where no vifion ts, the people perifb. This tem- 
ple, indeed, hath both an outer and an inner 
court; [ mean, the church is either vifible or 
invifible. “ The catholic or univerfal church, 
“ fays our Confeffion of Faith, which is invi- 
fible, confifts of the whole number of the elect, 
that have been, are, or fhall be gathered into 
one under Chrift the Head thereof; -and is 
the [poufe, the body, the fulne/s of him that filletb 
all mall, Eph: 1. 10, 22, 23.v213, 27,°32:Col 
1..18.— The vifible church, which is-alfo ca- 
-tholic or univerfal, under the gofpel). (not 
confined to one nation, “as: before under.the 
» law) confifts of allthofe throughoutthe world, 
‘that profe/s thetrue religion; together with their 
‘ children; and\is the kingdom of ‘the Lord 
“‘“Jefus Chrift, the houfe.and family of God, 
“out of which there is no ordinary poflibility 
of falvation.” * sah 
Remark \2..\“ That as the human. bedy. of 
Chrift, when in-his flate of humiliation, was 
“lable to: defiruction. and death; fois the church 
“militant, the:myftical bedy of Chrift, his 
“temple, Lable té-deftruction and defilement; and 
when it is profaned.and defiled, it is faid to 
““Dedefttoyed ; Jf any man defile the temple of God, 
ML. SanGOtG oft ¢y7Et wd Letsvetieeieno takin 
with the fcriptures, there iguoted. Wi Wyck awe heise irr. 
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© bim will God deftroy; for the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye.are: It may be read, Jf any 
man DESTROY the temple of God, bim will God 
deftroy, 1 Cor. inl. 17.” To this purpofe.we 
fay in. our Confeflion; in the fore-mentioned 
chapter, “ That the pureft;churches under hea- 
* ven are fubje@ both t6 mixture and error: 
and fome have fo:degenerated, as to become 
no church of Chritt, but fynagogues of Satan; 
though yet there fhall always. bea church on 
earth, to worfhip.Godaccording to his will.’ 
Thus we read, Revelation fecond, and third 
chapters, what errors the churches of Afia were 
filled: with; andiMat. xiii. 24, G:c. ~what'tares 
may grow up among the wheat... We. read, 
Rey. xviii. 2; how the antient famous church 
of Rome is beCome a BABYLon,' the habitation 
of devils, the hold of every foul fpirit, and.a cage of 
every unclean and hateful bird. Weoread of the 
blafphemy of them that fay they are Fews, and are not ; 
but are the fynagogue of Satan, Rev. 11. 9. 1 Cor: 
xi, 19. Dhere muft be herefies among you, fays the 
apotftle, that they which are approved may be made 
manifen among you. “Thus: the apoftle Paul alfo 
foretold, Acts xx. 29, 30. [know this, that after 
my departing /hall grievous wolves enter im among yout, 
not paring the flock.  Alfo of your ownfelves fhall 
men arye, [peaking perverfe things, to draw away dif- 
ciples after them. ag Bis 
Remark 3. “ That fuch temple-deftroyers and 
defilers are orderedof Godin the vifible church: 
“ by his determinate counfel and fore-know- 
“ ledge, they put forth their wicked hands to 
this deftructive. work.” God::fays :to'them, 
providentially, not preceptively, as Chrift faid 
here, Defroy this temple. When-we fee the wick- 
ed hands of men, and condemn them that are 
thus employed, we are to fee the holy hand.of 
God, and juftify him, faying, Thou art holy, thou 
that inbabiteft the praifes of Ifrael. Is there evil in 
the city, and I have not. done it, faith the Lord? Amos 
iii. 6. ' See Ifa. xxii. 4, 5. Therefore faid I, Look a+ 
way from me, 1 will weep bitterly; labour not to 
comfort me, becaufe of the fpoiling of the daughter of 
my people: for, it 1s a day of trouble, and of treading 
down, and of perplexity. by the Lord God of hofts, in 
the valley of vifion, breaking down the walls, and-of 
crying to the mountains.. But God’s permitting 
fuch evils, for wife and holy ends, will never 
juftify temple-deftroyers, no more than his 
determinate counfel juftified the Jews in cruci- 
fring the Lord of glory, and deftroying the temple 
of his human body. Therefore, 
Remark 4. “ After this deftru€tion, God hath 
“ promifed a reforation and a rebuilding.’ Thus 
he promifes, Zech. 1. 16, 17. Thus faith the Lord, 
Lam returned to Ferufalem with mercies: my houfe 
fhall be built in it, faith the Lord of hofts, &c.. The 
Lord fhall yet comfort Zion, and fhall chufe Ferufalem. 
This is:yet: further explainedin the vifion of 
four horns, and:the:four carpenters. It is faid, 
ver. 19. Thefe-are the horns that have fcattered Fu- 
dab, Ifrael, and Ferufalem. And ver. 20, 21. The 
Lord bewed:me four carpenters: Then faid I, What 
come thefe to do? And he fpake, faying, Thefe arethe 
borns which have fcattered ‘Judah, fo that no-man did 
lift-up his head: ‘but thefe are come to fray them, to 
caft out the horns of the Gentiles, which lft up their 
born over the land of Fudab to featter it. The feat- 
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tering horns were formidable, fo thatnomah * 


did lift up his head; every body faw, even by 
the eye of fenfe, the power. and” policy of the 
church-deftroyers: but, fays the prophet, The 
Lord /hewed me four carpenters;-or fimths. Indeed, 


+ Confeffion of Faith, Chap. xxv. §, 5. with the fcriptures cited. 
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it is by the-eye of faith we fee the church’s 
fafety, notwithftanding the deftroying horns: 
it is the Lord that: fhews us that, as he opened 
the eyes of the prophet’s fervant, tofee a guard 
of angels round about. his mafter.. We may 
here obferve, That if there be horns, for pufhing, 
the church, there arecarpentérs provided of God, 
to fray and break them: Some by thefe four 
horns underftand Zerubbabel and ;Jofhua, Ezra 
and Nehemiah, that:carried on thé work.of 
God, in defpite of the oppofition given to it. 
Which way foever the: church\issthreatened 
with mifchief and ruin, God can ‘find out ways 
and means to refrain: the wrath,;and make it 
praife himy The wrath of manfball praife thee; the 
remainder thereof thou wilt refraim, Plal; lxxvi. tos 
Remark: 5. * That this.reftoration.of the tems 
“ ple is the work of Chri, the glorious Head of 
“the body of. the church; fa three’ days J will 
“ raife it up.” tis by the power of Chrift that 
the temple is built and rebuilt: Not by might; 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of hofts > 
who art thou, O great: mountain? before Zerubbabel 
thou fhalt become a plain, Zechsivs 6, 7. The man, 
whofe name is the Branch, ‘he fhall biald the-temple, 
and bear the glory, chap. vi. 12: He will difplay 
the glory of his power in his refurrection-work: 
He will arife and have mercy on Zion, be will appear 
in his glory, Palm cit: .13, 16. Les asthe Lord’s 
dong, Pfalm cxviil. 23: This afrom the Lordy as 
in: the-Hebrewiiw jsdici bosn yiot s hed Gor 
Remark 6. “ That.this work belongs to him; 
“-as he is the rien Head of the*body of the ~ 
“ church.” Our Head is not like the firft As 
dam, dead, and lying rotten in the grave; but 
he is rifen, and fitting at the:right-hand of 
the Father. He hath done with the temple of 
his body, as he faid, &m three days I will raife it 
up: and he hath given-this as a. fign.and demon+ 
ftration of his power and authority to raife his 
church when rumed; ‘and. his_ power and au- 
thority to purge the temple, and repair the de- 
folations of Zion. This leads:me now to the 
fecond: general head. : Stiggot sd 01 beyvosd 


Il. The fecond thing propofed, after remarks 
for the explication of the text and doétrine, 
was to offer fome rea/ons for the confirmation. The 
thing to be confirmed then is, That) Chrift’s 
power and ability, to raife up‘the temple of 
his human body, when deftroyed by. men, is a fure 
fign and, evidence. of his ability and authority, 
yea, and of his defign, to raife up and rebuild 
the temple of his my/tical body the church, when 
feemingly deftroyed and ruined by men. 
Reafon 1. Becaufe his raifing uphis body from 
the grave was a fure fign of his being the ¢rue 
Mefias, the true God in our nature, the true 
Redeemer ;. being declared to be the Son of God with 
power, by his refurrection from the dead, Rom. 1-4. 
It was declared, that as he raifed the temple of 
his body, in {pite of death and all the deftroyers 
of that temple; fohe is able to raife and reftore 
his fpivinvell temple, when laid in ruins, and 
in a feeming hopelefs cafe. ‘Thismight appear 
marvellousto us; but, /hall we think 1¢ marvellous - 
to God? Zech. viii. 6. No: he bath given proof 
of his being‘God the Saviour and Deliverer, by 
death, in death, from death. 9) 9 © =. 
2. By this he hath given a fure fign of his 
being the Head of the-body, the church, that died 
and rofe’as their public Head, the Firfl-born from 
the dead, that in all things he might -have' the pre- — 
eminence, Who hath: made peace by the blood of his 
crofi, 


\ 
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crofs, Gol. i. 18, 20. For their fake'he took that 


body to himfelf; for their fake he fuffered in. 


the fleth, and fuffered the deftruétion of that 


temple; ‘for their fake he rofe again, or raifed: 


that temple. Yea, the fufferings and the re- 
furrection ‘of Chrift) were the examplars and 
pattern of the fufferings and revivals of his 


my‘ftical body; fhewing, that-as-he the Head 


fuifered:and rofe, fo they fhould fuffer and rife; 
and their reftorations fhould fueceed and come 


_ after their deftrutions} for, he turns men to de-~ 


firuttion; and fays, Return, ye children of men, He? 
brings them to the gates of death, fo.as to have 


the Jentence of death inthemfelves, aad then reftores 


them to lite and health; for, he* killeth, and 
-maketh:alive,: becaufe ‘he liveth ‘he that was’ 
dead ands alive, and liveth for evermore, having the 


keys of hell and death: they fhall live alo, in {pite . 
of death, and danger, and deftruction. Thus’ 


it is many times with the myftical body'of 


Chrift, becaufe of their union with and con 


formity to the glorious’Heads = 0, | STON? 
» 3. By this allo he hath given a fure fi gn of 
his carrying on his Father's sith who is the 


God that quickeneth: the dead, and calleth the things 


that are not as though they were, Romeiv. 17. The 
God who commanded light to (bine out of darknefi, 


and all things to rife out of fothing, it lodks 
like -him: to’ make ‘life’ to rife out of death. 
Therefore, ashe was'able, when the temple of 
his body was deftroyed, to 'taife it up in three’ 
days; fo; he hath ‘thereby given evidence that 
he is to carry on the word of God, in quickening” 
dead fouls, and raifing his myftical body, after 
they are like dead and dry bones; fcattered a- 
bout°the grave’s motith, by breathing upon’ 
thefe flain, that they‘may live.o’' a 


4. By this he hath given afute fign, not only 
of his ability, but‘ of his authority and commifion, 


_ as the rifen and exalted Head} t6 raife his taber- 


nacle‘when fallen, and-to réflore his myftical’ 
body from deftruction. Hence it was, after his: 
refutrection, he declared ‘his comimiffien in 
fuch plain terms, Mat. xxviii. 18:\ Al power in 


_ heaven and in earth is given untome?'and it is Laid, 
Eph. i. 22. He bath put all things’ under bis feet, 
ay m to be Head over all things to the churéh: 


authori 


dflvatian: 8 rs02!° 3 
¢ hath given a fute fign and 
will execute that commiffion, of 
of his myftical body ; 
him, and raifed with him. 
le is faid i 


to be crucified 
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Sences, and feek my face; in their affliction ibey foall 
Jeek me early, Hof. v. 14, 15.: Then it follows, 
Come and let us return to the Lord; for he hath torn, 
and he will heal us; he hath finitten, and he will 
bind us up, Hof. vi. ry. The Head of the body is 
both torn and healed; therefore, after the 
members of his body have been torn to pieces, 
he will heal: them likewife: He will revive his: 
work in the midft of the years; and in wrath remember 
mercy, Hab. iti. 2. 

6. By his raifing up in three days the temple: 
ofhis body, after it was deftroyed, he gives a 
fure fign that he will not only raife and rebuild 
the temple‘of his myftical body the church, 
when ruined by the deftroyers of it, but that. 
he will oon and feafonably do fo; I will in three 
days raife it up: After two days he will revive us, in 
the third day he will raife us up, and we Shall live in 
ns fight, Hof. vi. 2. Here a definite is put for 
an indefinite time: but it is defined by three’ 
days, 22+ 2¢ FIT 

(1.) Becaufe Chrift raifing up the temple of 
his body inthrée days -was the virtual up-raif= 
ing of his church: their refurre@tion was ine. 
cluded ‘therein. 9. 0 9 
~ (2.) That there mi sht bea refemblance betwixt 
his refurrection and theirs: what is {poken of 
the Head'may be faid of the members. - 

(3.) Becaufe he will always raife and reftore 
them in the appointed time; Hab. ii. 3. in the pro- 
mifed time, and in the frlne/s of time: and fo, 

(4.) Becaufe now is the fit time for God:to’ 
work. and fhew himfelf the God that quickeneth 
the dead. When the temple is deftroyed, then 
it is God only that cafi repair it; therefore it is 
time for him to work. “When Lazarus’s body is 
now {6 long buried in the grave, that by this 
tithe it ftinketh; it is time for Chrift to go and 
raife it. When his own body was interred, and 
though it could not fee corruption, yet, to all 
outward appearance now ready to corrupt, and 
all hopes‘ of revival gone, then it was time to 
thew his power.—— Thus he gave a fign, a fure 
fign, that at {uch a time as this he would re- 
vive his work, and relieve his church out of 
the hand of death and deftrution, and raife 
his temple out of ruins. 

Thus you fee the rea/ons of the do&trine: by 
which it is confirmed, that Chrift’s power and 
ability to raife the temple of his body, when 
deftroyed by men, is a fure fign of his ability 
and authority, yea, of his purpofe and defign, 
to raife and rebuild the temple of his myftical _ 
body, when feemingly deftroyed by mens = * 
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midft of deftroyers, on the left-hand, and on 
the right; and fo does the temple of the afloci- 
ate church in Scotland at this day, whom God 
called forth to witnefs againft the backflidings 
of the land, and the corruptions and defections 
of the day; they are now brought, as it were, 
to ftand in the middle betwixt two extremes; 
the back/liding Fudicatories, on the one hand, who 
are going on in thefe courfes of defection, that 
were the ground of our feceflion from them, 
and hardening themfelves from what rents are 
among us, in carrying on violent fettlements 
of paftors. over the belly of reclaiming congre- 
gations; thefe,on the one hand, I fay, and the 
fehifinatical courfe of a number of BRETHREN on 
the. other. . oh 

How the back/liding judicatories have been, for 
a courte of years, deftroying that temple of the 


church of Scotland, is opened up at length in. 


the Act and-Teftimony, emitted by the Affociate 
judicatory ; fo that I need not inlarge further 
on this head. But, 

How, and whence itis, that a swmber of Brethren 
from among ourfelves, have arifen’ to ruin 
and deftroy this temple of the Affociate church 
in Scotland, it is like may be reckoned proper 
onthis occafion to confider : and, on this head, 
there are two queftions I would fpeak a little to. 

1. How, and by what methods hath God fuf- 
fered men to pull down, and left this temple 
of the affociation, to be deftroyed, ruined, or 
demolifhed? 

2. What are the /inful caufes among us that 
have provoked God to order fuch a rent, rup- 
ture, and deftruction; and to fay in his holy 
providence, Deftroy this temple? 

[1.] As to the fir? queftion, How, and by what 


means and methods, God hath fuffered this tem-, 


ple of the affociation to be fo far deftroyed and 
demolifhed? 


I am not here to give a detail ofall the par-, 


ticular things; wherein the Lord hath leftia 
number that were among us, to pull down the 
carved work of his temple,.and to raze what 
they built: particulars of this fort you have at 
length in prints among your hands*. Only 
in the general, God hath fuffered men to de- 
firoy this temple, in fo far as he hath fuffered 
them to make rents and divifions therein; for, a 
houfe divided againft itfelf cannot fiand: and, indeed, 
For the divifions of Reuben, there have-been,, and 
.are great thoughts of heart. The mother that was 
for dividing the child was not the truemother: 
furely, then, none can juftly think thefe.who 
were for dividing the true aflociate Body are 
the true aflociate Synod. This hath been ef- 
fectuated by the introduction of dividing quef- 
tions, about matters that were never our pro- 
per bufinefs; and particularly, about a religz- 
ous claufe of fome burge/s oaths ; wherein men pro- 
mife to maintain the true religion authorized by the 
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laws of the land, renouncing popery ||; which was 
never our bufinefs to quarrel, but rather to com- 
mend, as. a ftill ftanding teftimony to that re- 
formation which we ourfelves profefs to e- 
{fpoufe. . elt 4 ' .9fetins 
Under the violent progre/s of this debate, it ap- 
pears, frem the prefent writings of féparating 
brethren, that fome other thing. hath been in- 
tended than’ was formerly, pretended or pro- 
feffed, even the advancement of fome wrong 
principle or. opinion, concerning the, kingdom of 
Chri, as fubverfive of the kingdoms, of this 
world. Such wrong notions, it would feem, 
even the apoftles of Chrift.were ready, before 
the infallible Spirit was poured out upon. them, 
to,embrace,faying, Wilt thou at this time reftore 
the kingdom to Irael?: They dreamed of a temporal 
kingdom; and, judged, that.Chrift’s kingdom 
was to bring down the fate and civil.goverument. . 
Tt.is evident,fome, in our jday,-err in this mat- 
ter, not knowing the due limit fet, ‘by the 
word of God, betwixt the kingdom of Chritt, 
in. his church, wherein his, minwters are pro- 
perly the minifters of Chrift; and thekingdom 
of God, in the-world, wherein magittrates are 
the minifters of God, or of Chrift as God... Up- 
on a dividing queftion, ‘that hath fome-error 
of this fort under it, the Lord, for holy: ends, 
hath fuffered the temple:!to be deftroyed by 
thefe that have been leaders, and caufed.others 
to err. [What fightings.fome of us had; to . 
keep out from our judicatories fuch bones-of 
contention and divifion, feveral here have, been 
witnefles unto. | 
And that the forefaid dividing queftion did, 
not want a relation to-fome erroneous, notion} 
concerning the kingdom of Ghrift,-and-the, 
kingdoms of this. world, appears evidentfrom 
this, that no fooner .did the, feparating » Bre-, 
thren after their finfulfeparation and conftitu-. 
tion, condemn, the forefaid religious.part, but 
they condemned.alfo the ciy1u, part, of the bur- 
gefs oath, relating to allegiance or fidelty-to the 
civil magiftrate, under colour, of reformation. 
From this {pring of. .divifion, many, other 
methods of temple-deftru¢tion have iffued, 
namely, the building of the Babel of a, new con- 
fritution; whichis, arth -riee 
(1.) A conftitution fubverfive of the national 
conftitution. of the church of Scotland, in.all 
her reformation periods, by, making the Re- 
volution fettlement of church and ftate to be E- 
raftian; and that upon topics which evidently 
would. prove, if they were true, that the 
church of Scotland was never lawfully confti- 
tuted, but always upon an Eraftian foundati- 
on, as.is elfewhere demonftrated.f 
_.(2.). It is now a conftitution built,uponia. 
bloody foundation, as that.of the murder.of the 
facred offices of their brethren, minifters-and 
elders; built upon a foundation that hath 


ar Lord Jefus, to the office-bearers of his houfe; and confequently, are not to be acknowledged, as minifiors of Chrift, by any that are 


e 4 
cleaving 


SERM.’ CX. FOR TEMPLE 


both fhame and wo denounced againft it in 
{cripture. Shame, as in Obediah, ver. 10. For thy 
violence againft thy brother Jacob, /hame fhall cover 
thee; and thou fhalt be cut of for ever. Wa. \xiv. 5. 
Your brethren that hated you, and caft you out for my 
name's fake, fard, Let the Lord be glorified: but he 
JSball appear to your joy, and they fhall be afhamed. 
And wo, Hab. ii.12. Wo to him that buildeth a town 
with blood, and eftablifheth a city by iniquity. Mat. 
xxiii. 13. Wo'to you Scribes and Pharifees, hypocrites ; 
for you fhut up the kingdom of heaven againft men. 
This is done remarkably, when power is af- 
fumed to rob their brethren of the keys. of the 
kingdom of heaven; whereby they open the door 
of that kingdom unto men. And no wonder 
that fuch as have aflumed and arrogated fuch 
unlawful power over their brethren, are left, 
fome of them, to rob themfelves of the keys 
_, of that kingdom, by making it a fin for their 
former hearers, that cannot jump with their 
-nmew opinions, to.come and hear them any 
more: Chrift’s commiffion to his fervants is, 7o 
preach the gofpel to every creature; but thus they 
' rob themfelves ofthat power, and the people 
of that privilege. Such contradiction to the 
declared mind of Chrift, fhews ftrange delufi- 
on in fuch, to whom the Lord, in his wrath- 
ful permiffion, feems to be faying, Deffroy this 
bempley a S< 
Of this fort are thefe deftructive methods uf- 
ed of reproach and calumny, cafting iniquity up- 
on brethren, that are honeftly maintaining 
the teftimony of the day; and by doing this 
in a way of cafting the Teftimony itfelf into 
another mould and fhape than ever it was-un- 
derftood by Seceders formerly; making it a Tef- 
timony renouncing the true religion; that is, the 
prefently authorized doctrine, worfhip,  difci- 
pline, and government of the church of Scot- 
land;and confequently, renouncing their form- 
er profeffion: and becaufe their Brethren can- 
not jump with them into thefenew and flrange 
principles, defaming them as approvers of con: 
tradictory oaths; turning their new opinions in- 
to articles of faith, and terms of communion; libel- 
ling, lafhing, and loading, with heavy charg- 
es, thefe who dare not make their new decrees 
any ruleof faith orpractice*. Such impofition 
our Lord difcharges; and tells the impofers of 
them, that they made void the commandment of 
God, by their commands and traditions, Matth. 
xv. 3... Teaching for doctrines the commandments. of 
men, ver. 9. Compare this with Deut. xii. 32. 
What thing foever I command you, obferve to do it: 
thou halt not add thereto, nor diminifh from it. We 
muft not deal with God’s ordinances, as that 
tyrant Procuftes did with men: if they were 
too long for his bed, he would cut them fhort- 
er; if toofhort, he would pull their limbs out 
of joint to make them longer. Such tyranny 
likewife over the.confciences of men, would 
thefe practife, who. would bind people impli- 
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citely to their new doétrines, diGtates, and de. 
cifions. Sure thefe are temple-deftroying me- 
thods. 

Such are thefe alfo, of hbelling after fentence 
pronounced ||, and then proftituting the ordinance 
of God, to the reproach of the world, by caft- 
ing out of communion with them all fuch as 
cannot fall down and worfhip the image they 
have fet up, or comply with their new precepts; 
wherein they make themfelves judges of the 
law of God, as Manton upon James iv. 11.{peaks, 
Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that fpeake 
eth evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, fpeak- 
eth evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but of thou 
judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a 
judge. Whence he obferves, “ That to make 
“more fins than God hath made, is to judge 
the law, as if it were nota perfectrule. Men, 
fays he, will be wife beyond God, and bind 
others in chains of theirown making. There 
“ is an obedience of faith, by which the under- 
“ ftanding mutt be captivated to God, but not 
men; tothe word, but not toevery fancy. There 
is a double fuperftition, fays he; pofitive and 
negative: One is, when men count that boly 
which God never made. holy: another is, 
when men condemn that which God never 
“ condemned: both thefe are like faulty. We 
“ are not in the place of God: it is not in our 
power to make fins our duties.—Touch not, 
tafte not, handle not, was the ordinance and 
“ precept of falfe teachers, Col. ii. r9...There 
are three things, fays he, excepted from 
men’s judicature, God’s counfels, the holy /crip- 
tures, and the hearts of men. We fhould not 
dogmatize and fubject men to ordinances of 
our own making, prefs our own authorities, 
and rigorous obfervances as duties. Juftice 
and wifdom.is good; but to be juftovermuch, 
and wife overmuch,.is ftark naught, Eccl. 
v1.15, 16.; that is, to be juft and wife. be- 
yond the rule. Man:is a proud creature, and 
would fain make his morofity.a law for o- 
thers, and obtrude his own private fenfe for 
“ doétrine.. Itis ufual to condemn every thing 
“ that does not pleafe us, as if our magifterial 
“ dictates were articles of faith. We mutt not 
“ come in our own name, but judge as the 
world judges, otherwife we judge the world, 
The Lord grant, he adds, we may confider 
itin this dogmatizing age, wherein every one 
“crys up.his own private conceit for Law, and 
“ men make fins rather than fudthem,” Thus 
far he {peaks, as if he had been living and 
{peaking in the midft of us juft now, when 
men are, by this method among the reft, de- 
ftroying the temple, and demolifhing it. 

~L only add another method, ufed amidf 
thefe.days of temptation and awful delufion, 
for deftroying and demolifhing the temple, and 
that is, the managing all under the higheft 
pretence to piety, religion, and progre/s in reformation, 


Ma cleaving to the Lord’s caufe and teftimony.” — All this, not only in the abfence of their brethren, but before being libelled, or fo 


much as called before them, 


See the above-mentioned Narrative, p. 57. Fancy no Faith, p. 13. New Conftitution unmafked, p. 30,—43, 


* Scarce did ever afpirit of calumny and reproach more prevail than upon this occafion: if we confult their Aéts and Proceedings, and 


: _ other performances, we will find, that apofates and backfliders from the Lord’s way ; fallen flars ; departers from, betrayers and buriers of the 


whole teftimony of the day ; oppofers of the caufe of Chrift ; left their Bibles behind them : begun to go back to Egypt, with fuch like appellati- 
ons, were the else at e their eee : ene. and for no other reafon, but becaufe they affirmed the lawfulnefs of 
fwearing the religious claufe of the burgefs oath, which binds to maintain that divine thing and precious treafure, the TRUE RELIGION, 
| prefently profeffed and authorized by the laws of the land; and which our ftanding laws term the true religion, God’s true religion, Chrifs 
- true religion, God’s eternal truth, contained in the Word of God, expreffed in fuch and fuch Confeffions of Faith, and {worn alfo to in our 
NavionaL COVENANT. Shh ' pe ei rss = ont wis : 
~ {| Ie was already obferved, p. 290, that immediately on the back of the Brethren’s new conftitution, they materially fufpended and 
exauctorated all minifters and ciders from their facred offices ; yet they afterwards put a Lidel into their hands, confifting of feven articles, 
which was the foundation of all the unparalleled cenfures paffed upon them. The articles of this Libel, with Remarks thereupon, by the — 
Rev. Meffts. E. Erskine and Fisuex, may be feen ina Preface, prefixed to our Author’s tract, intitled, Obfervations on the Conduct 
of the feparating Brethren. as ; 
° a Vo L. II. / 4. M And, 
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And, indeed, Satan would never gain his de- 
fign fo much, if he did not éransform himfelf mto 
an angel of light, and buik up his black tempta- 
tions with the fair colour of zeal for God and 
his glory. Thus Chrift himfelf was arraign- 
ed and condemned, under colour of zeal for 
the Sabbath-day, which his enemies faid he pro- 
faned: of zeal for the Jaw, which they faid he 
tranfgrefied ; We have a law, and by our law he 
ought to die, because he made him/felf the Son of God. 
Thus the apoftles were caft out of the fyna- 
gogue, under pretence of doing fervice to God; 
The time cometh, that whofoever killed you, fhall think 
he doth God fervice, John xvi. 2. Thus it was of 
old, Ifa. Ixvi. 5. They that hated and caft out thew 
brethren, faid, Let the Lord be glorified. And thus 
it is, Micah iii. 10, 11, 12. Lhey build up Zion with 
blood, and Ferufalem with iniquity, &c. Yet will 
they lean upon the Lord, and fay, Is not the Lord a- 
mong us? &c. Therefore fhall Zion, for your Jakes, 
be plowed as afield, and Ferufalem fhall become heaps. 
—Well, even by thefe, and the like methods, 
the Lord is faying to temple-deftroyers at this 
day, with reference to the Affociate church, 
Deftroy this temple, by giving men leave to break, 
divide, and demolifh it. But, 

[2.] As to the /écond queftion here, What are 
the finful caufes amongft us, that have provok- 
ed God to order fuch a rent, rupture, and de- 
ftruction of the temple?. 

None of us ‘can juftify ourfelves before God, 
whether minifters or people of the Affociation 
Who gave Facob-to the fpoil, and Ifrael to the robbers? 
Hath not the Lord, be againft whom we have finned? 
Our own wickednefs correcteth us, and our back/lidings 
reprove us: therefore, let us not fay we are in- 
nocent, and lay all the blame upon finful in- 
ftruments. Though we cannot juftify them, 
yet let us not juftify ourfelves before God; 
though we may juftify ourfelves before men 
from many falfe charges they lay againft us. 
Even in thefe we may fee and adore the righ- 
teoufnefs of God in chaftening us: in fuch crof- 
fes as thefe, while we look to the hand of God, 
we are chaftifed for our fin; but from the-hand 
of men, we fuffer for our honefty. ~~ 

I fhall lay before you fome of the finful 
caufes of the rupture and breach, wherein the 
deftruction of the temple is threatened. 

1. Rafhnefs at the beginning, in the way where- 
in many acceded to the Teftimony of the day, 


without due confideration of the matter, as . 


duty before God, but rather influenced thereto 
by the example of others. This may have 
provoked the Lord to fay, Déftroy this temple. In 
regard, many are now giving evidence, that 
at firft they were but followers of »men, lead- 
ing them one way; for now they are followers 
of men, leading them juft another way; and 
even, perhaps, the fame men leading them a 
quite contrary way. Thus the Lord is trying 
peoples honefty, in the way of their-firft cleav- 
ing to the Teftimony of the day, and difcover- 
ing their heart-popery, in believig as the 
church or other men believe, and following’as 
.men would lead them.. Now, when peoples 
fear toward God is taught by the precept of men, this 
brings on heavy judgments, according to Ifa. 
xxix. 13,14. If men rafhly receive the truth 
itfelf, without trying it by the word, or look- 
ing any further than mens word, they receive 
it no otherwife than they would receive a fable. 
That faith ftands upon a very tottering ground, 
‘ that is founded upon the will, or wifdom, or 
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opinions of men. Hence fo much unftedfaft- 
nefs when the wind of temptation rifeth; and 
many fhewing themfelves but children, tof to and 
fro with every wind. 

2. Untenderne/s towards thefe we: left in the 
Fudicatories, when’ we made a Seceflion from 
them, without dealing more kindly withthem, 
praying more for them, and bearing more with 
them; efpecially fuch as were friends to the 
fame Reformation caufe, though not enlight- 
ened in the fame manner of witnefling for it. 
Some began too foon to /everities; even in ex- 
cluding fuch from their communion, which 
tended to reftrain and keep them back from us. 
Though we began with fome moderation towards 
them; yet, through unftedfaftnefs, in flanding 
to our firft refolution, many proceeded foon to 
fuch heights, as could not in the iffue but ter- _ 
minate in a downfal. If, in this refpect, the 
bond of brotherly love was too foon broken, 
the Lord is righteous in ordering fuch a breach 
among us, as threatens the deftruction of this 
temple, and to make themread their fin in their 
punifhment.. It is true, though all of us were 
not equally chargeable this way, yet we have 
been too indulgent toward fuch as were fo; 
and therefore cannot purge ourfelves. 

3. The Lord may have given order to deftroy 
this temple, becaufe of the untender walk and 


_ converfation of many profeffed witneffes, having no 


converfation becoming the.gofpel, nor becom- 
ing the high profeffion of religion and refor- 
mation they have made: though they have 
profefled to witnefs againft the fins of others, 
what have they done, in their walk, more than others? 
Have not many that profe/s to'know God, given 
evidence that zn works they deny him? May not 
God juftly plead a-controverfy, for the manifold 
neglects of fecretand family worfhip? neglects 
of Chriftian fociety and fellowfhip? neglects of 
fpirituality in word and walk? want of natural 
love and tendernefs? evil-fpeaking, whifper- 
ing, and backbiting? bitternefs of {piritagainft 
thofe that differ from them? not: becoming all 
things to all men, that we might gain them to 
the Lord’s caufe and way? notduly fanctifying 
God’s holy Sabbath, nor his holy name?. -un- 
dervaluing gofpel-privileges, and former peace 
and plenty? not rendering to the Lord accord- 
ing to his great goodnefs? over-valuing ‘our- 
felves, and our external privileges? ee 

4: Untenderne{s. of brethren towards oné another, 
not walking in love, as Chrift alfo lovedus; not 
regarding Of»remembering the covenant of 
brotherhood, which fhould fland faft in Chrift. 
When the precept and example of Chrift is 
herein flighted-and neglected, no wonder that 
the ftaff of bands as well as beauty fhould:be 
broken, as it is faid, Zech. xi. 14. Then I cut a- 
Sunder mine other flaff, even bands, that I might break 
the brotherhood between Judab and Ifrael, "Yhen he 
is faying, Deftroy this temples 

5. Driving different defigns, even in covenanting 
work. In fome congregations there hath been 
a profefling to renew our Solemn National Co- 
venant, which our forefathers {wore for main- 
taining the true religion, which hath been autho- | 


“vized by law, ever fince the firft Reformation 


after Popery; in this fenfe, fome of us have 
renewed thefe Covenants: but others have been 
renewing thefe Covenants in profeflion, but not 
with that defign of maintaining that true religion, 
but fome other defign known to themafelves, 
different from that.of our Reformers, and the 
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reforming church of Scotland; eveninthe pureft 
times; which was, according to fome brethren, 
never lawfully conftituted, but in an Eraftian 
manner. Where there hath been thus a pro- 
fecuting of different defigns, it is no wonder 
that a rupture behoved to break forth; for 
furely, the Covenang of our forefathers was 
unlawfully and unwarrantably renewed upon 
one fide: to this purpofe read, Mal. ii. 10. See 
alfo, ver. 7, 8, 9. . , 

6, Unwatchfulne/s among the watchmen, and 
uncircum/pection in. framing fome of our public 
Acts and Teftimomes, without due care and cau- 
tion relating to fome hiforical paffages; notas to 
matters of faith and practice, but as to fome 
matters of fact in hifory; which therefore need 
to be rectified; particularly with reference to 
the Revolution Settlement, as if the whole fecond 
Reformation period had been totally overlook- 
ed, from 1638 to 1749; while yet the Weft- 
minfter Confeffion of Faith, received. by the 
church of Scotland, 1647. is exprefly adopted 
and embodied with the Revolution laws, fet- 
tling the Prefbyterian church government. 
Though miftakes of this fort never were, nor 
can be any binding part of the Teflimony; 
yet, when they are found out therein, it opens 
the. mouth of calumny, both among enemies 
to witnefling-work, and among thefe who had 
their own private opinions and new principles 
to build upon thefe paflages in the faid Acts ; 
which others, by an overfight, and through 
want of due circumfpection, ,fuffered to pats. 
However, our God is a God of truth, and will 
not bear with any miftakes in a public Tefti- 
mony; lifted up for his name and honour, but 
will have it purged, though it fhould be by 
jire, Mal. iii. 3. - Therefore, he hath broken us 
to pieces, that,-we may acknowledge our mi- 
ftakes.. He will have truth brought forth into 
victory: he will have us humbled to own, that, 
according to our Confeffion, “ all Synods or 
“Councils, general or particular, fince the a- 

© poftles days, may err, and many have erred.” 

It is agreeable to our principles. and Covenant, 
when we fallinto any error, doctrinal, praétical, 
or hiftorical, to acknowledge and rectify the 
fame,. without obftinate maintaining and de- 
fending what cannot ftand with truth. 

7. Another finful caufe of God’s faying, De- 
firey this temple, is, there is juft ground to fear, 
that have hands been laid too /uddenly upon fome 


who were licenfed and ordained tothe holy mi- 


niftry, contrary to the exprefs command of the 
glorious Head of the church, Lay bands fuddenly 
upon no man. ence fome, it is like, have been 
fent forth to the miniftry among us, who were 
novices, and unduly qualified; fome that have 
given evidence they were little acquainted with 
the doctrine, difcipline, and government of the 
church of Scotland. 2 ds. ores 
~ 8. Another ground of God’s quarrel, that 
might procure temple-defolation, may be, that 
in reformation-work there hath been too little 
regard to reformation-rules: as in the Act relating 
to the terms of miniflerial and Chriftian communion, 
the going in thereto more fuddenly and preci- 
pitantly than was requifite; that is, without 


obferving the reformation-rules in the years — 


1639, 1640, 1641. appointing “ things of gene- 
“ ral concern to be fent, by way of overture, 
“ unto Synods, Prefbyteries, and Kirk-feffions, 
* that the diffufive church might deliberate 


“ upon the fame, before they be turned into 
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acts in the fupreme court.” Perhaps the ne- 
glect of this hath not only given occafion for 
fome complaints, but may have provoked the 
Lord to leave fo many to make new terms of 
communion of another fort, without any re- 
gard to thefe reformation-rules; and without 
regard to the peace and unity of the Affociate 
body. 

9. Another finful caufe may be, the fynodi- 
cal Judicatory’s allowing praétifers to be voters 
in thefe matters judicially, wherein they had 
been practifers publickly. It is given by the 
Affembly 1638, as one of the great crimes of 
the pretended Affembly ‘at Perth, where the 
five articles were voted, “ that the bi/hops, who 
“had been practifers in thefe articles, were 
“ fuffered to vote.” Now, fome were known 
to be fuch public practifers about the burge/s 
oath, before any queftion about it in the Synod 
was decided, that they made it a term of com- 
munion, and ground of excommunication, o- 
penly and publickly; yet even thefe were al- 
lowed to vote in that queftion, wherein they 
had been fuch practifers; whereas they ought 
to have been excluded from any vote in that. 
matter. Therefore, no wonder that the Lord 
divided us in his anger, becaufe of our allow- 
ing thefe to be judges in a caufe wherein they 
had given fuch public determination. Yet here 
itis remarkable, though theLordis juftly break- 
ing us for our neglecting to do our duty this 
way, yet as their being allowed to vote in that 
decifion about the burgefs oath, made the de- 
cifion carried, dy their vote,.to be NuLL and 
UNLAWFUL; fo,:their excluding themfelves 
from voting in the laft vote, that was voted in 
their prefence, about that decifion being a term 
of communion, or uot, made that very vote, not 
only to be carried:without a contradictory vote, 
but alfo to be ju and lawful, which yet they 
made the ground of their feparation. In this 
matter therefore, the Affociate Synod, meeting 
here, may humbly adore, (1.) The jufice of 
God, in rebuking them for their fin and fault, 
in neglecting to exclude fuch members from 
voicing with thenrin this affair; and his righ- 
teoufne/s, ivordering fuch a rupture, and fufter- 
ing thefe Brethren ‘to be, in his holy hand, the 
rod of his indignation againft us. And yet, 
(2.) We'may fee and adore his mercy, in order- 
ing matters fo, that in this ftep of voting the 
decifion to be no term of communion, it was render- 
ed valid by their ftepping afide fo diforderly, 
and excluding themfelves from voicing therein; 
which is owing. not unto ‘us, but only to the 
holy. providence, and merciful interpofition 
of God; and by their feparating themfelves 
from us have rendered our deed about this af- 
fair, the more valid, lawful, and agreeable to 
the forefaid rule of that famous Affembly 16393 
and our procedure, I hope, the more pleafant 
and peaceful: whereas, their purfuit of that 
dividing queftion fo violently, made our meet- 
ings for many days full of diforder and confu- 
fion.—On thefe accounts we ought to magnify 
both the holinefs.and goodnefs of ourGod, and 
to fing of mercy and judgment; for, when our feet 

Slipped, bis mercy held us up. 

1o. Ladd another finful {pring of our temple- 
defolation which God hath permitted; for, it. 
is e{pecially temple-provocation that brings on. 
temple-defolation, and that is, not only our 
Jecret fins, in tampering with temptations to 
break our folemn vows and engagements in 
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many refpects; particularly by withdrawing 
that Aeart-love that ought to have been kept 


burning towards one:another; for, our holy — 


God fome times takes open vengeance on fuch 
inventions of hisown people, asin another cafe 
with David, 2Sam. xu. 12.: but efpecially our 
more public fins committed in judgment; par- 
ticularly, our partiality in our judicial proceed- 
ings: for fuch things the Lord threatens with 
public and open caftigation before the world ; 
Therefore alfo I made you contemptible and bafe before 
all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, 
but have been partial in the law; or, as it is inthe 
Hebrew, have accepTED FACES, Mal. ii. 9. 
Have we not reafon to acknowledge, that we 
have been many times guilty, even in judg- 
ment, of paying too much of an idolatrous re- 
gard to fome men, andof being flavithly afraid 
of their breaking off from us; and therefore, 
have yielded fo far in certain points to them, 
(which I could mention) and perhaps farther, 
than light could well allow; at leaft, fo far as 
to go to the utmoft border of light in conde- 
fcending to them: whereas, it had been better 
to have fuffered them, a good time ago, to fe- 
parate themfelves, than by many yieldings, for 
peace fake, to wait till they had a greater back- 
mg. For thefe things a holy God hath juftly 
ordered a more fearful rupture, fuch as hath 
tended to render our witnefling- work more 
contemptible before all the people; though 
yet, we hope, the Lord will bring good out of 
it, when he comes to make darkne/s ight, and 
crooked things firaight, and to rebuild the temple. 
To this particular, I may add that piece of 
partiality we had been chargeable with, in not 
cenfuring duly feveral open fcandals, committedeven 
in Judicatories; and fuch eruptions and out- 
breakings of pa/fion and corruption, as hath been 
more fcandalous and offenfjve to {pectators than 
many other acts of wickednefs and profanity. 
Though there is no doubt but there have been 
offences on all hands, through the upftirring 
of corruption amidit thefe temptations; yet 
thefe efpecially by whom fuch offences have 
come, ought to have. been cenfured at another 
rate than ever they were: and the neglect of 
this hath iffued in thefe who have been fo far 
indulged and {pared from fuch juft cenfure, 
their being left of God to -pafs mof unjuft and 
wicked cenfures and fentences, in their pretended 
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courts, againft thefe that finfully neglected to 
pats juft andneceffary cenfures againft them. Here- 
in, therefore, though we cannot juftify them, 
yet we may fee good reafon to juftify God, in 
his having ordered fuch defolation, and fay- 
ing upon the matter, Deffroy this temple-*. But 
now, os 

2dly, Letus look a little to the ight and bright 
fide of the text, namely, Jn three days I will raife 
it up. The fcope whereof, as I have fhewed 
before, is to give a fure fign of Chrift’s power, 
and authority, and defign, to'raife up and re- 
build the temple of his church, or myttical 
body, when deftroyed and ruined by men, by 
his being able to raife his human body from 
the grave. Here then is the bright fide of the 
cloud, for exciting our faith and hope; for all 
is not loft that is in hazard. ‘Vifible dangers 
and difafters are not defigned to fright us a- 
way from God, as if he were become cruel and 
unkind, but for the exercife of faith on the in- 
vifible God ; His thoughts are not our thoughts: we 
thinkmany times allis gone toruin, when yeta 
refurrection is at hand. Let it not be thought 
ftrange that the myftical body of Chrift, his 
temple, fhould be deftroyed as if there were 
no hope: let none fay, now when deftructive 
ruptures and breaches take place, Where is 
their temiple? where is their hope? where is 
God? For, Our God isin the heavens, and he hath 
done whatfoever he pleafeth. Therefore, O Ifrael! 
truft thou in the Lord; he is their help and their fhield: 
O houfe of Aaron! truft in the Lord; he is their help 
and their field: ye that fear the Lord, truft in the 
Lord; he is their help and their fhield, &c. He 
hath given us a fure fign that he will-revive 
his work in the midft of the years, by raifing 
his own body in three days; and therefore,. 
hath promifed the fame thing to the church, 
Hof. vi. 2. After two days he will revive us, inthe 
third day he will raife us up, and we fhall lve in his 


Sight. 


I fhall now clofe witha few Jeffons, deducible 
from this light fide of the text and doétrine. 

[1.] Hence learn that our Lord Jefus, who 
raifed up the temple of his body in three days, 
hath his owz ways of raifing up the fallen taber- 
a of David, even when it feems'to be deftroy- 
ed. 

Quest. When may CurisT be faid to raife and 
rebuild his church, after it feems to be laid in ruins 2 


* We had formerly occafion to obferve, p. 290. That the agreeable harmony of the Affociate Synod -was obftruéted, with a fhort hint 
atthe time, caufe, and manner of it, together with the effect that followed: what now remains, isa little more fully to unfold the na- . 
ture thereof, by giving a compendious view of the fentiments of both parties, _It was already obferved, That it was the Religious Claufe, 
ia fome burgefs oaths that gave rife to fuch a warm difpute, in the Affociate Body, as at laft terminated inarupture: the clauferuns thus; 
“* Here I proteft, before God and your Lordthips, That I profefs and allow with my heart, the true Proteftant Religion, prefently pros 
“* feffed within this realm, and authorized by the laws thereof; I hall abide thereat, and defend the fame to my life’s end, renouncing 
** the Roman Religion called Papiftry.” Various were the glofles put upon thefe words; and ftrangely were they extorted and {queezed. 
to fupport them. The Conpemners of this claufe, as /inful, alledged, That it homologated the omiffions and defects of the Revolution 

Jettlement of religion, and was a conniving at, and acquiefcing in the corruptions of the prefent Fudicatories: and, in order to fupport 
their affertion, laboured to confound the TRUE RELIGION fprofeffed and /etiled, with the Profeffion and Settlement thereof, amaking not 
the true religion 1rsEL¥, but the PRoression and SrtrieMent the thing fworn to; as if there were no difference between a good 
profeffion and a bad praétice. —The DrFenpDERs of this claufe, as lawful, rejected the allegation, and affirmed, That whatever omiffions 
the Revolution church or ftate were juftly charged with, yet the true Religion was really fettled ‘at the Revolution, by the Revolution - 
parliament; in regard, the Weftminfter Confeffion of Faith, which contains the very quinteflence of true Religion, ‘was ratified thereby. 
as agreeable to the word of God, and embodied in their fifth a&t: and all bad atts, contrary thereto, and inconfiftent therewith, refcind- 
ed and annulled; and all good laws, in favours thereof, ratified and confirmed; and the National Covenant, as renewed in ‘the year 
1638. andthe Solemn League and Covenant, freed from the indignities of thé preceding reigns of Charles II. and James VII. They 
farther affirmed, That the true religion, authorized and eftablithed by the Revolution parliament, is the famé true religion that. Aath 
been, and now is, profefled by Secepers in their AG and Teftimony ; and that the prefext profefion of religion ought not to be confound- 
ed with the antient Settlement thereof: for, no deviation or defeétion, either in principle or practice, in profefing the true religion; 
could be couched in the bofom of that religious claufe, feeing it only refpeéted the true religion 1rsELF, formerly ratified on its antient 
bafis. And further, it was-affirmed, That our Teftimony was never lifted up againft the true religion brofefed and authorized by the 
laws of the land, or againft the Revolution fettlement thereof, but againft their omiffions ; and therefore gave it the epithets of happy 
and glorious Revolution, and our beautiful, valuable, and excellent Prefbyterian Conftitution : nor againft the profeffion of religion, or the’ 
_ found praftice of the prefent Judicatories; but againft their defections and corruptions, and abufe of their profeled principles, ‘by a courfe | 
of back/liding. —— This, however, was a fruitlefs difpute; did much injury to the interefts of real religion, by alienating the affeCtions 
of profeflors from one another; and could, by no means, fupport the huge fabric the Brethren of the Anti-burger party reared u pon it: 
a parallel to which, in all its circumftances, cannot be found in all the annals and records of the Churche = preicas 
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“Answ. 1. When he preferves it amidft the de- 
ftruction, and referves' a ‘renmant for himfelf a- 
midft the ruins, like the tenth fpoken of, Ifa: 
vi. 13. After the great forfaking fpoken of in 
the midft of the land, it is faidj But yet in it 
there fhall be a tenth, &c. A holy feed fhall be the 
JSubjiance thereof. A “AC * 

2. When hecaufes it to take root, as it is faid, 
Ifa. xxxvil. 31. The remnant that is efcaped of the 
houfe of ‘fudab fhall again take root downward, and 
- bear fruit upward, ~ | 

*3. When he dreathes upon the dead and dry 
bones, faying, as in ‘Ezek. xxxvii. 9.\ Come from 
Sour winds, O Breath; and breathe upon thefe flain, 
_ that they may live: for not by might, nor by power, 

but by my Spirit, faith the Lord of hofts, Zech. iv. 6. 
Then mountains became a :plain before our 
Zerubbabel. Hence; ~ OHS 
4. When he d/afs the foolith projects of tem- 
ple-deftroyers, whoever ‘they ‘be; though they 
were as a fignet upon his right-hand, Jer. xxii. 24, 
The Lord raifes* his temple, when he infatu- 
ates the‘deftroyers thereof, and fuffers them 
to-go to their utmoftin deftroying-work ; mak- 
ing the wifdom of the wife man to’ perifh, and the 
underflanding of the prudent to be:bid, Wa. xxix 14. 
He raifes his temple by defeating the defigns 
of deftroyers, and turning: their counfels*to 
foolifhnefs, and bringing good’ out of what 
they defigned for evil, whether it be the defiga 
of the'men themfelves, or thedefign of ‘their 
work, as Jofeph faid to his'brethren, Gen. 1. 
20. But as for you, you thought evil againjt mé, bit 
God meant it unto good, even to fave much people alive. 
“5. When he ¢atches deftroyers‘of the temple 
in their own fnares, and makes them to be fnar- 
ed in. the work of their own hands who’ are 
deftroyers: See Ifa. ix. 16. The leaders of this peo- 
ple caufe them toerr; and they that are led of them 
are deftroyed. “ And when, inftead of profpering 
their projects, he curfes their cruel plots, even 
though he {fhould blefs their ‘perfons, as it is 
thought was the cafe of Simeon and Levi, Gen: 
xlix. 5,6, 7. Jnftruments: of cruélty.are-in their habi- 
tation; or, as it is in the margin, Their words 
are weapons of violence.  O my foul) come not thou in- 
to their fecrets; unio their affemblies, mine honour, be 
not thou united, &e. Curfed be-their anger, for it was 
fierce, and their-wrath, for it was cruel: I willdivide 
them in ‘facob,' and fcatter them m¥frael, oo. 
~ 6. He raifes up his temple; when he builds 
and deautifies Zion ; that is; when the gofpel of 
peace is publifhed, the new and living way 
made known; when minifters and ordinances 
are given according to his ‘order and appoint- 
_ment; when the elect are brought in, and the 
church gathered and eftablifhed; when the 
doctrine, worfhip, difcipline, and government 
of Chrift’s houte, are fet up for the perfecting of 
the faints, for the edifying of the body of Chrift; when 
peace is within the walls, and profperity within the 
palaces of Zion: and when among the remnant 
that remains undriven away with the ftorm of 
temptation, there is a maintaining of the unity 
of the Spirit inthe bond of peace; then i8 Zion built. 
- And then is it not only built up but deautified, 
when the church is privileged, with the puri- 
ty of the gofpel-ordinances, like thé pure river 
of life, clear as cryftal, Rev. xxii. 1. When there 
_ isa multitude of converts, according to that 
word, Ifa. xlix, 17,22. Thy children /ball make 
hafte ; thy deftroyers, and they that'inade thee wafle, 
fhall go forth of thee. Lift up thine eyes round about 
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come to thee, &c. When God fets off wafters and 
- deftroyers, and gathers in a multitude of chil- 
dren‘in' Zion, then he builds and beautifies 
both. “And when there is in Zion, not only a 
multitude, but an exeellency and Jplendor of pro- 
feffors, as it is faid, Ia. lx. 12. Thy people /hall 
alfo be all righteous, &c. The branch of my planting, 
the work of my bands, that I may be glorified, ‘This 
is that glory mentioned, Hag. i. 7. J will [hake 
all nations, and the defire of all nations Shall come; and 
L will fill this houfe with glory, faiththe Lord of hofts. 
[2.] Hence learn; that Chrift alone is the great 
builder, whatever means he makes 'ufe of; he 
is the great builder of the temple, and repairer 
of the defolations of Zion: theréfore prays the 
pfalmift, Do good in: thy good pleafure unto Zion : 
build up the walls of Ferufalem, Plal. li: 18. God 
wilfave Zion, and build the cities of Fudab, Pfalm 
]xix.3¢) See Pfalm Gili) 16, Ifa. xiv: 32. The Lord 
hath founded Zion. Behold, the man whofe name ts 
the BRANCH, be Shall build’ the temple of the Lord; 
even he fhall build the temple of the Lord, and he Shall 
bear the glory, Zech. Vi. 12, 13.°°The Lord in- 
deed makes ufe of mortal men, as inftruments, 
in railing up the gofpel-temple, Paul to plant, 
and Apollos to water; but after all, he that 
plants is nothing, he that waters is nothing. 
Clay and fpittledid as much to the openin g of 
the blind man’s eyes: the fuccefs depends whol- 
ly upon the Lord. *T have told you of fome fin- 
ful cautes why.the Lord may fuffer men to de- 
itroy his temple} ‘but the /overeizn caufe of his 
fuffering it to be deftroyed utterly in appear- 
ance,’ is, that he'may rai it, as Chrift of his 
own life, Johnx.17. F laydown my life’ that I 
may take it again? fo he fuffers the temple to ‘be 
deftroyed; that hée-may raife it again; and that 
it May appear it is he alone that raifes it; that 
it is’ he-alone that‘buildéth up ‘Zion, when other 
builders build m vain ; when vain is the help of man, 
his ¢wx arm bringeth falwation: therefore the work 
fhall go on, maugre all oppofition; by the 
{peaking of one word he lays the foundation 
of anew heavenand a new earth: ‘it is he that 
creates Zion a rejoicing, and her people a joy. If he 
fays to Zion, It {hall be inhabited; to Jerufa- 
lem, It fhall be built; to the temple, Thy foun- 
dation {hall be laid; it is done. Whatever be 
the**ool or ‘inftrument he employs, it is all 
oneéz great inflruments do not’ further; weak . 
inftruments do“‘not retard his work. If he will 
fight, it is all one to him, whether it be a fword 
or the jaw-bone of an afs, If He will take a 
city, he can ftorm it with trumpets made of 
ram's horns, as well as with great guns, A- 
gain, if he intends to ¢hre/h the mountains, and 
beat them fmall; he can do it with a worm, even 
the'worm Jacob. It is he that raifes the temple, 
[3-] Hence fee, what is our Lord’s ufual time 
of raifing up his temple, namely, nor till there 
be a deftroying and down-pulling of it; When men 
are caft down; or, aS it may read, When there is 
a cafiing down, then thou fhalt fay, there is a lifting 
up, Job xxii. 29. His people are faid to be caf 
down, but not forfaken: and when does he help 
them? Not till they be brought low, Pfal. cxvi. 6, 
For the Lord /hall judge bis people, and repent bimfelf 
concerning his fervants ; when-he Jees that their pow. 
er is gone, and ‘there is none Shut up or left, Deut, 
xxxii. 36.' When did he help Ifrael in Egypt? 
‘Exod.’ v. 22, 23. Not till their diftrefs came to 
“an extremity, that they thotight he had done 
‘them evil, inftead of heb Shelia aes and 
delivering them by Mofes, who was fent on 
N “Se ae «this 
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this errand, But thou haff not delivered thy people 
at all; or, as it is in the Hebrew, Delivering, 
thou baft not delivered. When did he help and 
deliver his apoftles from trouble? Nor till they 
were prefjed out of meafure above firength, m fo much 
that they defpaired even of life, 2 Cor. 1. 8. And it 
isfaid, ver. 9. We had the Jentence of death in our- 
felves, that we fhould not truft in ourfelves, but in 
God, who raies the dead. His time of raifing up 
is, upon the matter, not till the thzrd day after 
death; not till the temple be deftroyed, and all 
hopes of relief in appearance quite fail. This 
he does, that he may fhew our time of need, to 
be his time of love; and that he may /hew his 
glory, as in the cafe of Lazarus; that he may 
make his work the more remarkable; that he 
might heighten the faith, and prayers, and 
praifes of his people; that he may humble the 
loftine/s of man, and that the Lord alone might be 
exalted. 
_ [4.] Hence fee, that the faith of a church’s 
refurreétion and reftoration is to be built upon 
the power and virtue of Chrift’s refurrection on 
the third day. Here is the fign of his power, 
the fignal of his grace, the fure document of 
his defign to reftore the ruined temple of his 
church, and of his authority, ability, and pur- 
pofe. The fign is given, Jn three days I will rave 
2¢ up. The fign given hath taken effect; He 
rofe the third day: and by him we may beheve inGod, 
that raifed him from the dead, and gave him glory, 
that our faith and hope might be in God; even our 
faith and hope of a fpiritual refurrection, and 
of a church’s reftoration, notwithftanding death 
and deftruction:. and if faith be excited, it fhall 
not be difappointed. Indeed, Sirs, the Lord will 
either do no more than we believe, or believ- 
ingly hope for in Chrift, and through Chrift, 
the refurrection and the life; or if he does; 
you will not have the comfort of what he does. 
However, here is ground for faith and hope, 
the glorious Head is rifen; therefore, the vifion 
1s for an appointed time, in the end it will fpeak and 
not tarry; and though it feems to tarry, wait 
jor i, and flay tll the third day: the wall is to be 
built in troublous times. When the extremity is 
come, then in the mount of the Lord it _fhall be feen, 
the Lord will provide relief. Glorious is the de- 
fign of God with reference to the raifing up of 
his ruined temple. The building of Zion is 
his mafter-piece; becaufe it is the counter-pane, 
the counter-part of the refurrection of Chritt. 
The rebuilding of it is both exemplified and 
infured by his rifing the third day. 

[5.] Hence fee the /weet and ea/y, yet weighty 
and momentous work and bufinefs of Under-buald- 
ers of the temple. What is their duty when 
the temple is defiled and deftroyed? Why, 

1. Their duty is to look to the chief Mafer- 
builder of the temple, and to lay the ftrefs and 
weight of all upon him, faying, Who is fuffici- 
ent for thefe things? &c. Our fufficiency is of God ; 
efpecially when men are left to bufy themfelves 
about deftroying-work; then they ought to 
imploy their Mafter to come and put hand to 
his building-work. Deftroying-work is not 
his: though his holy hand may be feen, and 
his righteoufnefs in fuffering it; yet he is not 
the Author of confufion or deftruction: he 
puts deftroying-work away from him into fin- 
ful hands who are active therein; Defroy this 
temple. tis his work to raife and rebuild the 
temple when it is deftroyed; to purge the tem- 
ple when it is defiled. Let not under-builders 
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be difcouraged, as if deftroyers could hin- 
der him in his work of raifing up. There are 
four things he cannot do, and it would imply 
imperfection if he could. (1.) He cannot Lye; 
The firength of Irael cannot lye, Num. xxiii. 19. 
(2.) He cannot pie; for, He lifts up his hand to 
heaven, and fays, I live for ever, Deut. xxxiil. 40. 
(3.) He cannot CHANGE; J am the Lord, I change 
not, Mal. ii. 6. He 1s the famé yefterday, to-day, 
and for ever, Heb. xiii.8. (4:) He cannot’ be 
HINDER ED in his work,nor DIsaPPOINTED Of 
his defign; None can ftay. bis hand, or fay unto him, 
What doft thou? The counfel of the Lord, that fhalt 
ftand, and he will do.all bis pleafure. ‘Therefore, 

2. Their duty is to put band to this temple- 
building work,’ wherein ‘the is all in all, and 
they are nothing; . yet, as they would efcape 
the curfe of Meroz, they are to: go forth to the 
help of the Lord againft the. mighty. Though he 
ftands in no need of our help, yet as we that 
are under-builders are called .workers. together 
with him, 2 Cor. vi. 1.;. fo our faith muft not be 
an idle faith. It is a great difhonour not to 
have a hand, as inftruments, in carrying on. 
the work; but it is, and ought to be looked 
upon as our glory. and credit, to put to our 
hand to this work. When the Lord builds up 
Zion, he appears in his glory; and if we put to 
our hand to the work, it is our-honour and 
glory: and as God appears moft glorious in 
repairing the temple when it’is moft ruinous ; 
fo it is a moft honourable work, to be active 
in repairing the defolations of the temple: 
when men and devils are moft active in pul- 
ling down the carved word; yea, dafhing it 
down as with hammers and axes, and that 
under pretence of building and rearing it, and 
are deftroying the temple and the builders of, 
it both, let us work in dependence on the 
ftrength and wifdom of the wife Mafter-, 
builder. 

[6.} Hence fee the duty of people, as well as 
paftors; and particularly, it may fhew what is 
their duty, both with reference to the public 
concerns of the temple, and with reference to 
their own perfonl concern in this doctrine. 

1. With reference to the public concerns of the 
temple. of Chrift’s myftical body, efpecially amongft 
the members of the AssocitaTion, in fucha 
day of dreadfultemptation and delufion, where- 
in God is letting loofe Satan in his inftruments, 
even amongtt fome of the godly, to be deftroy- 
ers of his work, and faying to them, De/froy 
this temple. Surely it is ourduty, without draw- 
ing hafty conclufions, and turning afide to any 
new and crooked way, to wait till the Lord hath 
performed his whole work upon mount Zion, and upon 
Ferufalem; and till he accomplifh his word up- 
on his myftical body, which is accomplifhed 
upon his human body; / three days I will raife 
it up. Chrift faid once to his.difciples, What! 
could ye not watch with me one hour? And may 
it not be faid here, What! cannot we wait for 
him three days, or ftay till the third day? I 
mean, the appointed time of repairing thefe 
defolations. Why, how long fhallI wait? In- 
deed, whenever it comes to a deftroying time, . 
then may be expected a rebuilding time. Let 
not the eye of /en/e only look to what men are 
doing, when deftroying this temple, but let 
the eye of faith look to what God is to bring 
out of thefe ruins, and wait a little: for, if we 
look upon a fine building, while it is yet a- 
mongft the workman’s fingers, before he hath 
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given it the finifhing ftroke, we may readily 
fee nothing butamaf{s of confufion; but when 
the work is perfected, then doth the beauty of 
it appear: fo, if we look upon the Lord’s work 
about Zion by halves, we would fome time 
think he is pulling itdown wholly; but, as in 
the forecited word, Job xxil.29. When there is a 
cafiing down, then thou fhalt fay, There is a lifting 
up. OSirs, behold the wonders of divine pro- 
vidence towards his church. Sins, and tem- 
ple provocations, bring on temple defolations ; 
and then, in infinite mercy, temple defolati- 
ons make way for temple reftoration, with a 
neverthele/s he faves them for his name’s fake. Mean 
time, O Sirs, mix not with deftroyers; but join 
with regular builders, under Chrift the great 
Mafter-builder. a OAS 
_-2. With reference to your perfonal concern in 
this doctrine; it is your duty, when the temple 
of your own body or foul is in a diftreffed or 
deftroyed condition, to look.to him that can 
in three days, or very quickly, raife it up. A 
certain limited time in fcripture is often put 
for an unlimited time; therefore, do not limit 
the holy One of Ifrael toa particular day: on- 
ly, when matters come to an extremity of di- 
ftrefs and deftruction in appearance, then you 
may look out for'a time of reviving. 
Well then, O let finners, who have deftroy- 
ed themfelves,. and whom fin and Satan have 
deftroyed, and even all temple deftroyers that 
have thus ruined themfelves, hearand hearken 
to him who fays, O Jrael, thou baft deftroyed thy- 
Self; but in me is thy help, Hof. xiii.9. O finners! 
Deftruction is your name, and your trade; but 
though ruin and defolation is come by you, 
yet relief and deliverance comes by Chrift: 
therefore, look to him who fays, Look unto me 
and be faved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, 
and there is none elfe, Wa, xlv. 22. You are -the 
deftroyers, but lam the builder. Salvation is 
of the Lord. &3 
O! come to Chrift the builder, believing that 
he is able to build you up. Seek you a fign of 
his ability and authority? It is given. It is 
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given, in that he is able, in three days, to raife 
up his own body when deftroyed. In three 
days he raifed it up. Obje& not then, Iam 
actually deftroyed; there is no hope. Behold, 
his refurrection is an evidence of his power 
and authority to raife you from death to life: 
Lam the refurrection and the life, be that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet {hall he live. OSirs, 
is the door of hope yet open to you? He who 
hath given proof of his power in creation work, 
by raifing up this world’s fabric in fix days, 
and a proof of raifing up the temple of his bo- 
dy in three, is he not able, in a moment of 
time, to raife you up out of your fpirirual 
grave? 

O Sirs, look to the power of Chrift; for it 
is a faving power, a healing power. Though 
his work, as a Judge, istodamn and condemn 
the wicked world at the laftday; yet his work, 
as a Saviour, is not to condemn the warld, but that 
the world through him might be faved: hence none 
of his miraculous works were of a deftructive, 
but of a faving nature. It isremarked inihis 
chapter, where our text lies, that the begin- 
ning of Chrift’s miracles here in Cana of Gali- 
lee, was the turning water into wine; whereas 
the beginning of Mofes’s miracles, (the firft of 
the ten plagues of Egypt) was the turning wa- 
ter mto blood; pointing out the difference be- 
twixt Mofes in the law, and Chrift in the gof- 
pel. The curfes of the law turned water into 
blood; common mercies into waters of Mara, 
bitternefs, and mifery: but the bleffings of the 
gofpel turn water into wine; common mer- 
cies into {pecial mercies, and to bleffings in- 
deed. 

O! look to a powerful Jefus; he can very 
foon turn your water of affliction into the wine 
of confolation ; yea, and death and deftruction, 
to life and falvation. O! what can he not do 
for deftroyed fouls, and deftroyed churches, 
who could command death and deftruction do 
their worftagainft him, and fay, in fpite of men 
and devils, De/froy this temple, and in three days I 
will raife it up? 
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The Best Company a the moft Lonely Cafe. * 


JOHN xvi. 32. 
— And yet I am not alone, becaufe the Father is with me. 


ONCERNING our Redeemer, who him- 

, felf is God, and IMmanvueEL, God with 

us, two things very glorious are teftifi- 

-. ed, which deferve the higheft attention of men 
‘and angels: 1. That God was im him. 2. That 
God was with him. How God was in him, is 
declared, 2 Cor. v.19. God was 1N Chrift reconcil- 
ing the world to himfelf, not imputing their trefpaffes 
io them; and hath committed to us the word of recon- 
cihation. How God was with him, is declared, not 
only by others, as Acts x. 38. where Peter fhews, 
how God anointed Fefus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoft, 
and with power ; who went about doing good, and 


healing all that were oppreffed of the devil; for God 
was wiTH him: and by Nicodemus, John 111. 2. 
faying unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art @ 
teacher come from God; for none can do thefe miracles 
that thou dof, except God was witu him: But alfo 
we have it here declared, out of his own blef- 
fed mouth, how God the Father was with him, 
even in his moft deferted and afflicted circum- 
ftances ; when, as it is faid, Ifa. 1xiii. 3. He trode 
the wine-pre/s alone, and of the people there was none 
with him: yet, how it fared with him then, he 
could beft tell himfelf; J amnot alone, becaufe the 
Father is wiTH me. : 


i. * This Sermon was preached immediately before the celebration of the facrament of the Lord’s fapper, at Dunfermline, Auguft 7.1748. | 
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To which is fubjoined, the Discourse before and at the Service of the firft Table. 
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We are expecting this to be a communion- 
day, though it be a day of darknefs, and of 
mens deferting us, moft finfully and fhame- 
‘fully *: yet, fram Chrift’s blefied experience, 
we may have hope of its being a day of God’s 
prefence with us; and that when communion 
with man is finfully infringed, yet communi- 
on with God may be happily enjoyed. 

The difciples of Chrift, having made a fair 
profeffion of their faith and proficiency, by his 
plain doétrine delivered in the verfes preced- 
ing; he, knowing their forwardnefs and pre- 
fumption, checks itin thefe words, ver. 31. Do 
you now believe? And warns them here, how 
quickly their faith would be tried; and the 
want and weaknefs of it would difcover itfelf. 

Whence we may obferve, That pre/umption, 
amongtt profeflors and difciples of Chrift, por- 
tends a winnowing and fiftmg ftormat hand: Be- 
hold, the hour cometh; yea, is now come, that ye fall 
be featiered, every man to bis own, and hall leave 
me alone. Chrift ufhers in his warning with a 
behold! that we may attend; for the doctrine 
of trials a-coming is but carelefly heard by fe- 
cure and prefumptuous Chriftians, and it is 
little pondered: but we are here taught, that 
the hour of trial is appointed and ordered of 
God; and that the ftorm may be very violent, 
like a fcattering wind, fuch as feems to be 
blowing in our day: Ye fhall be /cattered, every 
man to bis own, and leave me. alone. ‘This came 
prefently to pafs; for, Then all the difciples for- 
fook bim, and filed, Matth. xxvi. 56. 

Hence, Sirs, we may learn, that the fcatter- 
ing and diffipating of the fociety of God’s peo- 
ple, is then not only the affliction, but the jn of 
profeffors; and their great weaknefs, when 
the trial and temptation makesthem leave their 
good old Mafter, to turn afide from him, and 
betake themfelves to fome new fhift. 

Ye fhall be feattered, every man to his own; that 
is, asin the margin, ¢o bisown HOME; orto his 
own way, to his own fide or party, and /hall 
leave me alone. Whence obferve, that even real 
difciples may be deferters of Chrift for a time; 
and fomay thefe who are really /uferig for the 
name of Chrift be deferted of true difciples, as, 
Chrift himfelf was. And now, though none 
could join with him in induring the fufferings 
he underwent, whereby he redeemed his peo- 
ple; and though it was his care to have them 
exeemed from fufferings with him, faying, 
John xviii. 8..to the foldiers, If ye feck me, let 
thefe go their way; yet it was a part of his trial 
to be thus left alone. Chrift knew he was thus 
to be left of men; Ye /hall leave me alone: and he 
was refolved to ftand alone. Obferve, that let 
never fo many defert Chrift, and his truth, yet 
he will own and ftand to it: and we ought to 
ftand to the truth, though we fhould ftand a- 
lone: nor ought we 'to be afhamed: to be left 
alone as Chrift was. 


Butnow, Chrift having prophefied, that his . 


difciples fhould be fcattered, and leave him a- 

- lone, we have here the comfort he had amidft 

the affliction of. folitude and dereliction of 
men. This he exprefies, | 

~ a. NEGATIVELY; Yet Dam not alone: that is, 

abfolutely.. Though left by you; yet Iam 
not quite deftitute of company. Ai 

2. PosiTivELY; givifig both the reafon why 

he was not alone, and the accountof that blef- 
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fed company he had; Becaufe the Father is with 
me. ~ Our Lord Jefus knew, that, in all his fuf- 
ferings, he would have the conftant prefence, 
and powerful affiftance of his heavenly Father. 
In this matter, our Lord Jefus Chrift, the glo- 


rious Head of the body of the church, exem- © 


plified, in his own cafe, the cafe and conditi- 
on of his people when they are brought to fuf- 
fering, folitary, defolate, and deferted circum- 
ftances: they are not fo very defolate and foli- 
tary as men are ready to judge; for, though 
they be left alone, yet they are not alone, while: 
God is prefent with them.; ©. ot 

Such is the myftical and {piritual union be- 
twixt Chrift and. all, believers, that feeing he 
and they are denominated one, 1 Cor. xii: 12. 
For as the body is one, and hath many members; and 
all the members of that one body being many, are one 


body, fo alfo is: Chryt: therefore, I. confider Chrift 


here {peaking .as.a public: perfon; even the 
public head and: reprefentative of his people: 
and confequently. what was faid by the glori- 
ous Head in his fufferings, and lonely circum- 
ftances, is applicable to, and may be faid by, 


every member of Chrift, in whatever afflicted, . 


lonely, or folitary circumftances they are ; Jam 
not alone, for the Father is with me. . aa 

The doétrine, therefore, that I would -dit 
courfe upon, as the Lord fhall enable, for fur- 
ther opening of this text, is as follows: 


OBsERy. That asit was the comfort of Chrift perfo- 


nal, in his lonely fufferings; fo it is the comfort 
of Chrift myftical, the church, i all their trials, 


and defolating circumftances, to have it to fay, T- 


AM NOT ALONE, FOR THE FATHER Is 
WITH ME. : 


God’s prefence with Chrift was enough to 
him; and.his prefence with us, may beenough 
tous, ‘No man is alone who hath the prefence 
of God with him. . ; 


In {peaking to this fubject the method may 


be the following: 3 


I, To fpeak of God the FATHER’s prefence 
with CurisT, as it is here exprefled, Jam 
‘not alone, for the Father 1s with me. 

Il. Of God’s prefence with his PEOPLE, as 
it redounds from Chrift the head, to them 
as the members; fhewing how they are 
not alone, but have.the Father with them. 

III. Point out the fpecial comfort included in 
the prefence of God, as reprefented or de- 
nominated;by the firft-perfon of the glo- 
rious Trinity, The Father is with me: how 


Lay 


this made for the comfort of Chrift in his | 


_fufferings, and how it makes for ours. 
IV. Offer fome grounds and rea/fons of the doc- 
trine, why God was thus prefent with 
_ Chrift,and why he is prefent with his peo- 


ple. 


V. Deduce fome inferences for the application 


of the whole fubject. 


I. We.are ito fpeak.a littleof,Gon’s prefence 
with Gurist, in his mediatorial undertaking. 
and fufferings, as it is here exprefled; J am not 
alone, becaufe the Father is with mec or 


In order to the explaining. of this, we may 


take up the import thereof in the following 


Sones 


views: 1. We may view it.as: it is, negatively ex- 
prefled, Zam not. alone. (2. As itis pofitively ex- 
prefled, The Father.is withmes . 30 Relatively, as 


* Several expreffions of a fimilar nature to thefe, in this paragraph, are to be met,with in this Sermon:>”! he bond of union being 
broken by this time, in the Affociate Body, gave rife thereto ; and the extravagant and unprecedented meafures of the feparating Brethren, in 
-breaking up communion with, dt this occafion withholding their ufual afliftance, and paffing fentences upon their Brethren, laid a foun- 


dation for them. See the ground thereof laid open above, p. 290, 322,326. ‘ 
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it is the Father's prefence. 4. Subjectively, as it 
is Chrift he is prefent with; With me. 

if, View it as-exprefied negatively ; Tam not a- 
lone.. Whoever do, or fhall defert me, and who- 
ever now be againft me, foas I feem to be quite 
deftitute, being really left of men, yet lam 
not alone; that is, in point of company ; 1am not 
lone, having the Father with me. I am atno 
great lofs for want of company in my fuffer- 
ings and folitude: men have left me alone, yet 
fam not alone, while Il have my beft company 
fill with me.—Again, I am notalone in point 
of number; there are. moe with me than are a- 
gainft me: the Father’s prefence is more than 
all the multitude of creatures, fhould they all 
leave me,—Again, in point of frends lam not 
alone: though. earthly friends have left me, 
my heavenly Father, and beft friend, is with 
me,.—Again, in point of fellow/hip 1 am not.a- 
lone: though fellowfhip with men be with- 


drawn, yet fellowfhip with the Father is not. 


—-Again, in point of ab/ence1 am not alone; for 
the Father is prefent, Pfal. xvi..8. Ae is at my 
right-hand ; therefore I fhall not. be. moved. —Fur- 
ther, in point of difance.1 am. not alone; for 
the Father is near, Ha. 1. 8.— He is near that ju- 
Jifeth me.—Likewife in point of confinement 1am 
not:alone:. though now imprifoned, yet the 
- Father is with me, fo take me from prifon and from 
judgment, Va. liii.:8... Nor will be leave my foul in 
ell, Plal. xvi. 10.— Finally, in point of a//lance 
Tam not alone; for, The Lord God will help me; 
therefore I fhall not be confounded, Wfa.l. 7. There- 
Sore will I fet my face hike a flint. In: thefe re- 
{pects, though others left him alone,. yet he 
was not alone. 
Again, upon this fame negative exprefflion, 
fam not alone; that-is, 1-am-not left alone in 
my prefent bufme/s and battles. He was not left 
to work alone; for, fays he, John.v.17. My Fa- 
ther worketh hitherto, and I work. And, John xvi. 
10. his words and: works were both the Fa- 
ther's; Behevedf thou that I am in the Father, and 
the Father imme: the words that Ifpeak unto you, I 
Speak not of myfelf, but my Father that. dwelled in-me, 
he doth the work.— He was not left to wre/tle and: 
Jight alone, when he-encountered principalities 
and powers ; Who ismine adverfary? let- him come 
near unto me: behold, the Lord God will help me; who 
ws he that fhall condemn me? Ma. 1. 8,.9.—He was 
not left to fufer reproach alone: the reproaches: 
that were caft upon him lighted upon his Fa- 
ther; therefore, he fays, The zeal of thine houfe 
hath eaten me up: and the reproaches of them that re- 
proached thee hath, fallen. upon me, Pfal. lxix. 9.— 
He was not left.to fuffer violence and cruelty a- 
lone; for, though no creature was with him, 
the Father was with.him, fupporting him and 
helping him, to bear all indignities caft upon 
him: J gave my back tothe finiters, and my cheeks to 
him that plucked off the-hair: I hid not my face from 
Shame and [pitting ; for, the Lord Ged helped him, Ma. 
1.6, 7.—He was not alone in /uffering death; for, 
~ though the Father did not die with him, when 

the human nature of Chrift gave up the ghoft; 

yet the Father was with him in death, and up- 

held him in fuffering death and wrath both; 

Behold, my Servant, whom I uphold, Ufa. xiii. 1.—He 
was not left alone in the grave; for; even there 

the Father was with him, fetting a watch of 
- another fort than Pilate and the chief priefts 

did: theirs was buta pitiful watch without, 

but his was.a powerful watch within the tomb, 
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trefaction; Neither wilt thou Suffer thine holy One 
to fee corruption, Plal. xvi. 10. Thus he was 
not alone. 
_ 2dly, View the pofitive expreflion; My Father 
ws with me. Why, not only.as God was the Fa- 
ther with him efentially ; for, he could f. ay, in 
this refpect, / and my Father are one, John x. 30: 
but as Mediator,,God-man, in his whole medi- 
atorial work of doing and fuffering. And he 
was fo-in thefe following re{pects, which I 
mutt but name. 

1. The Father was with him avthoritatively, 
Exod. xxiii. 21. My name is in him, fays God... He 
came,about his Mediatory work, in the name 
and authority of his Father, and fo was fealed 
and authorized to -be his great Ambafiador ; 
thm hath God the Father fealed, and fent him upon 
his and our errand: and hence he fays, John 
vill. 29. He that fent me is with me: the Father hath 
not left me alone. 

2.. The Father was with him operatively: he 
was no idle{pectator of his work, but wrought 
in and by him; John xiv. 10.'\ De Father thot 
dwelleth im me, he doth the work. John x. 25. The 
works that I doin my Father's name, they bear wit- 
ne/s of me. And in the work of witnefs-bearing, 
he faith, John vili..16.: Lam not. alone; but 1 and 
the Father that fent me. And hence, again, 

3. The Father. was with him corroberatively, 
flrengthening him. Chrift is the manof God’s 
right-hand, whom he bath made flrong for himfelf, 
Plal. Ixxx..17, Ixxxix. 21. And it isto Chrift pri- 
marily that promife is made, Ifa. xli..10. Fear not, 

Sor Lam with you; be not difmayed, for Iam thy God: 
Lwillfirengthen thee, &c. \tisfaid of him, Micah 
v. 4. He fhall fiand and feed in the ftrength of the 
Lord. Again, 

4. The, Father was with him repletively, fil- 
ling him with all his fulnefs; Col.i. 19. i pleaf- 
ed the Father, that in him fhould ail fulne/s dwell. 
And, chap. 1.9. For in-bim dwelleth all the ful-- 
nes of the God-head bodily. O whata well-fur-, 
nifhed dwelling-place is Chrift!, What.a well- ° 
furnifhed houte is he! The Father hath taken 
all his plenitude and furniture with him in-to 
Chriit...Q Sirs, here is good lodging for poor 
fouls! The Father and ‘all his fulnefs is with 
him. May we this day behold bis glory, full of 
grace and truth! Again, ‘ 

5. The Father was with him approbatively, ap- 
proving all that he did, and being well-pleafed 
with him, and in him; Lo, a voice.from heaven, 
Saying, This 1s my-beloved Son, in.whom I am well- 
pleafed, Matth. iii 17... He was ableto fay, John 
vill. 29, 1do always the things that pleafe him. He 
had his Father’s approbation in every thing he 
did. Again, Seog 

6. The Father was. with him affectionately: he — 
had not only his approbation, but his love and 
affection... He was the object of his Father’s. 
love and delight, even in his doing and dying; 
Therefore doth my Father love me, becaufe I lay down 
ay life that I might take it again, John:x. 17. Be- 
hold mine Elect, fays the Father, zu whom my foul 
delighteth, fa. xl. 1. bok 

7. The Father was with him wicforioufly, mak- 
ing him a glorious Conqueror, according to 
the: promifé, Pfal. Ixxxix. 24: Ja my name /hall 
bis born and power be exalted. He. fhall not fail nor 
be difcouraged, till he hath fet judgment in the earth, 
Ifa. Ixii. 4.. And hence the prince of this world 
was judged by him ; and he /poiled principalities and 
powers, aud triumphed-over them in kis crofs, Ina 


defending his facred body from the leaft pn- word, : re’ ES 
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8, 'The Father was with him perpetually, and 
will be with him’ for ever: in this refpect he 
was never alone, for the Father was always 
with him: the promife, / will never leave thee, 
"was firft to him. 
3dly, The next view we may take of Chrift’s 
words here concerning the divine prefence with 
him is relatively; or of God under the relation 
of a Father being with him: The Father 1s with 
me. And here we might expatiate on the im- 
port of the words, under this view, in point- 
ing out what of the Father was with Chrift, 
when he was left alone, and none with him 
but the Father. It fays, in this view, thefe 
and the like things following, namely, That 
not only the’Father’s countenance was with him, 
when he wanted the countenance of creatures, 
and had no man to favour him, the Father’s 
favour was prefent; With favour did he compas 
him about as with a fhield: but alfo, the Father's 
Spirit was with him; for he faid, [have put my 
Spirit upon him, he fhall bring forth judgment to the 
Gentiles. He had the Spirit above meafure giv- 
en him.—The Father’s words were with him, as 
well as his Spirit; for, as he gave him ¢he tongue 
of the learned, to fpeak a word in feafon to the weary ; 
fo he faid of him, This is my covenant, My Spirit 
that is upon thee, and my words which I have put im thy 
mouth, fhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the 
mouth of thy feed, nor out of the mouth of thy feed's 
feed, faith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever, 
Ifa. lix. 21.—The Father’s Aeart was with him: 
he is the temple of which God hath faid, Mine 
heart and mine eyes fhall be there continually. His 
heart-love is with him; and he hath faid, Ais 
lowing-kindnefs will he not take away from him. His 
heart’s delight is with him; and therefore he 
is called his beloved Son, that is in his bofom ; 
his dear Son.— Again, the Father’s hand, as well 
as his heart was with him; Ms hand was upon 
the man of his right-hand: and he upheld him with 
the right-hand of his righteoufne/s. —The Father's 
perfections were with him, and all his treafures; 
for, in him are hid all the treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge: yea, he is the wifdom of God, and the 
power of God: and with him is the mercy and 
truth of God; My mercy and my faithfulne/s, with 
him yet fill hall be —The Father’s gifts and graces 
were with him; He received gifts for men, even for 
the rebellious, that God the Lord might dwell among 
them, Pfal. Ixviti. 18. The Father’s /ecrets were 
with him; and his mind, will, and council: 
No man hath feen God at any tune: the only begotten 
Son, that ts i the bofom of the Father, he hath de- 
clared him.—His Father’s ho/ts and armaments were 
with him; for, he that is the Lord of hofls gave 
his angels charge concermng him: and it is faid, He 
Jaw that there was no man, and wondered that there 
was no interceffor : therefore his own arm brought fal- 
vation to him, and his righteoufne/s, it fuftained him. 
And, he put on righteoufne/s as a breaftplate, and an 
helinet of falvation upon his head, Ua. lix. 16, 17.— 
Likewife his Father’s ornaments were with him: 
and hence he'fays, Ifa. lxi. 10. I wall greatly re- 
joice in the Lord; my foul [hall be joyful in my God: for 
he bath clothed me with the garments of falvation, and 
covered me with the robe of righteoufne/s, as a bride- 
groom decketh himfelf with ornaments, and as a bride 
adorneth herfelf with her jewels. —What fhall I 
fay? his Father’s glory was with him: this was 
his greatname, The brightne/s of the Father's glo- 
ry: and this was his great end in coming, do- 
ing, and dying, to glorify him on earth, who 
faid of him, and to him, Thou are my Servant, O 
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Dfrael, in whom Iwill be glorified, Wa. xlix. 3.—The 
Father’s majefty was with him; for it was faid, 
Micah v. 4. He fhall fiand and feed, [or RULE] 
in the firength of the Lord, in the majefly of the name 
of the Lord his God. —The Father's ref was with 
him: here he found reft and fatisfaction to his 
awakened {word of juftice; even in him who 
gave himfelf for us, an offering, anda facrifice, of a 
Jweet-finelling favour unto God: and hereupon he 


“hath faid, This is my ref, here will I[ftay.—The 


Father’s dlefing was with him; therefore it is 
faid, Thou art fairer than the fons of men; grace is 
poured into thy lips; therefore God hath bleffed thee 
for ever, Pfalm xlv. 2: He hath bleffed him, 
and he fhall be bleffed, and men /hall be bleffed in 
him. Why then, he is not alone, for the 
Father, and all his furniture and fulnefs, is 
with him. | 

4thly, The next view of this expreffion is to 
confider it /ubjectively, with reference to Chritt, 
the fubject or perfon with whom the Father is; 
With me, fays Chrift: I am not alone, becaufe the 
Father is with me. —The Father was with him 
in his /on/bip, as he was his naturalSon. He and 
Chrift could never part: and as he was his /ede- 
ral Son, as the new-covenant Head, Pfal. Ixxxix. 
26. itis faid, Thou art my Father he fhall cry ; thou 
art my God alone. —The Father was with him in 
his manhood: he that prepared for him a body, 
a human nature, ftill fuftained that nature; and 
it fubfifts only in the perfon of the Sonof God; 
and, great is the myftery of godline/s, God made ma- 
nifeft in the flefb, 1 Tim. iui. 16.—'The Father 
was with him both, in his voluntary wndertak- 
ing the work of our redemption, and in the 
execution of the whole work: and hence the Fa- 
ther’s will and his will were both recorded to- 
gether among the archieves-of heaven; In the 
volume of thy book it is written of me, I delight to do 
thy will, O my God, Pfalm xl. 6, 7.—'The Father 
was with him in his prophetical office: for, as he 
gave him to be a ight to the Gentiles; fo he gave 
him the Spirit of wi/dom and revelation to reftupon 
him ; fo that he taught as one having authority, and 
not as the fcribes: Never man fpake like this man; for 
he had the tongue of the learned given him of 
the Father. — The Father was with him in his 
priefthood, Pfalm cx. 4. The Lord hath fworn, and 
will not repent, Thou art a Prief for ever. And in 
this fervice, wherein he fufilled the law; and 


in this fuffering, wherein he fatisfied’ juftice, 


the Father boatts of his affifting prefence which 
he gave him; Behold my Servant, whom I uphold: 
and then he raifed him up on the third day, 
and fet him on his own right-hand, to make 
continual interceffion for us.— The Father alfo 
was with him in his kingly office, faying, I have 
Jet my King upon my holy hill of Zion; with my holy 
oil have I anointed bim. And, how does he affift 
him in the work peculiar to this office? By giv- 
ing him all power in heaven and in earth, where- 


by he was able to conquer fubjects to his obe-_ 


dience, and trample his enemies under. his 
feet.——So much for the firft head, concern- 
ing the Father’s prefence with Chrift, includ- 
ed in thefe words, Zam not alone, becaufe the Fa- 
ther is with me. ae ssoe siti 5s rhory) 


_ Il. The fecond thing propofed, was, To fpeak 
of God’s “prefence with his people, ‘as it redounds 
from Chrift the Head to them as members: 
and how they are not alone, but have the Fa- 
ther with them. And here, without launching 
forth into this great fubject of the divine pre- 
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fence, I fhall confine myfelf to the views of it 
already mentioned, with relation to the glori- 
ous Head; in and through whom they fhare, 
according to their meafure, of the Father’s pre- 
fence in all their duties and difficulties, fo as 
it may be faid, They are not alone, for the Fa- 
ther.is with them, » In fo far as this takes place, 
fo far fhall we have communion with God in 
Chrift to-day. . Though :the prefence of God, 
with Chrift the Head, as to.the manner and 
meafure of it, is ineffably fuperior to any pre- 
fence of his with mere creatures, either in hea- 
ven or earth; yet, by virtue of the near union 
betwixt the Head and the members, even thefe 
on earth, they are made partakers of this pri- 
vilege, in the manner whereof they are capable, 
through grace, and in the meafure wherein he 
fees fit to communicate himfelf. And, - 

I. It may be faid negatively, they are not a- 
lone, though all the world fhould turn their 
back upon them, and leave them alone: Chrift 
fays, in his Father’s name,John xiv. 18. 7 will 
not leave you comfortle/s: and ver. 23: Ifa man love 
me, my Father will love bun; and we will come un- 
to him, and make our abode with him. And thérefore, 
they are not alone in point of company, num- 
ber, friendthip, fellowfhip, orany other refpects 
before-mentioned. Norarethey left to work a- 
lone; for, it is God that worketh all their works in 
and for them; and worketh in themboth to-will and to 
do, of his good pleafure.— Hedoes not leave them to 
ftand alone in the datt/e; even when they may 
fay, with Paul, No'man flood with me';. Neverthe- 
lefs the Lord flood with me, and firengthened me. 
He leaves them notalone to fuffer reproachand 
wgnominy; for, he is:at hand to mark it down: 
Thou haft known my reproach, aud my fhame, and my 
difhonour ; mine adverfaries areal. before:thee, Plalm 
Ixtx..19,~He leaves them not ito be\alone in 
fuffering perfecution, by tongue or hand for his 
fake; nay, he fays.of that crofs,:not only half- 
mine, but wholly fo; Saul, Saul, why perfecute/t 
thou me? — He leaves them not to be-alone in 
fuffering violence, even when it is covered with 
deceit and falfhood: he tears the covering to 
pieces, and redcems their foul from deceit and vio- 
derice.—Heleaves them not to de alonein thedark 
and cold nights of trials and tribulation: they 
always have his'real prefence, and they always 
affect his fenfible. prefence, with the church, 
Song 1.13. A bundle of myrrbis.my well-beloved un- 
torme; he fhall he-all mght between my breafts.— 
Yea, he leaves them not to de alone; he fays, 
Fear not to godown to Egypt, | will go with: you; 
nor down.to the grave, I have gone before you, 
and will go: withsyou. In the faith whereof 
they may fay,’ when pafling through the val- 
ley of the fhadow of death, 7 will fear no. evil, 
Jorthowart unith me.———Thus they-are not alone. 

2. It may be faid pofitively, The Father is with 
them. And here there is fomerefemblance be- 
tween-the Father’s prefence, thatChrifthad, and 
his prefence which they have through Chritt. 
Was the Father with him authoritatively, having 
his name upon him? Though none were ever 
clothed ‘with fuch authority as Chrift, yet his 
people fhare of his Father's name, in as far-as 
they are helped to walk im the name of the Lord’ 
their God, for ever and ever, Micah iv. 5.3: and in’ 
the name of their God to fet up their banner; Pfalm. 
xx. 5. Was the Father with him operatively, 


doing all the work? So they have the Father. 


with them, when they have it to fay, Ifa. xxvi. 
12. Thou baft wrought all our works in us and for us: 
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and when they employ God in Chrift as their 
doer and worker, faying, as Pfalm cix. 21. Do 
thou for mé,O God the Lord, for thy name's fake: and, 
Pfalim lvii. 2. Iwill cry unto God mof high; unto 
God that pérformeth all things for me.—Was the 
Father with him. corroboratively, ftrengthening 
him in his doing and fuffering? Well, they 
may be faid to have the Father thus with them, 
in.and through Chrift, when, with Paul, they 
can fay, J can do all things through Chrift frengthen- 
mg: and, through God we fhall do valiantly, &e—= 
Was the Father, with Chrift repletively, filling 
him with all his fulnefs? Believers havea large 
fhare of this prefence, when they come to un- 
derftand. that of the apoftle, Eph. iii. 19. even 
by Knowing the love of Chrift that paffeth know- 
ledge; toibe filled with all the fulnefs of God ; thatis, 
with all that grace, knowledge, love, holinefs, 
and joy that God allows gradually here, and 
more perfectly hereafter. And, indeed, we are 
but at beft very fmall veffels, that can take in 
but alittle of this ocean of divine fulnefs: fome 
have’ got:fuch.a fill as to cry out, Lord, theclay 
veffel can hold no more.—But again, Was the Fa- 
ther with Chrift approbatively? So his people 
have his approbation, when they wait on him, 
and. keep his way: ' they. have his favourable 
prefence; and hence it is faid, Als countenance 
doth behold the upright, Pfal. xi. 7.— Was the Fa- 
ther;with him affectionately 2: So the Lord is with 
them. that love him; Jove them that love me. The 
Lord takes pleafareim them that fear bim, and that 
hope in bis mercy, Pfalm cxlvii. 1. “And he fome 
times, by inward:manifeftation, makes them 
know that he loves them, Jer. xxxi. 3. J have 
loved thee with aneverlaftiing love; therefore with 
loving-kindne/s have Ldrawn thee: Yea, fome times 
by his‘outward difpenfations, and certain to- 
kens; makes their enemies know that he loves 
them, Rev. iii9. Béhold, Iwill make them of the 
Synagogue of Satan, 2vbich fay they are Fews and are 
not, but dolye: behold, T willmake them to come and 
worfhip before thy feet, and to know that I have lov- 
ed thee——Again, Was the Father with -Chritt 
victorioufly ? Even fo, in and through him that 
loved them, they are made victors.and con- 
querors;,and more than conquerors over fin, 
and Satan, and the. world: and the more they 
are made to triumph over their enemies, the 
more evidence .have they of God’s prefence 
with them victorioufly.—And was the Father 
with Chritt perpetually? This indeed does infure 
his perpetual prefence with them; for, it is 
upon Chrift’s head: he hath’ promifed to each 
of them, f will-never leave thee, nor forfake thee: 
and therefore ‘boldly may believers fay, The 
Lord 1s my helper’; and Iwill not fear what man can 
do untome, Heb? xiii. 5, 6. i | . 

3. Itmay be faid alfo in the relarive view of 
the ‘words, refpecting the Father, or what of 
the:Father is with them, as with Chrift. Why, 
his: prefence with them ‘not only imports, that 
they havéthe Father’s favour and countenance in 
and through Chrift; but alfo the Father’s Sp7- 
rit and word which was promifed to be with 
Chrift; and with .his feedj»and feed's feed for 
ever: that they ‘have the Father's beartand hand 
with them; that his heart is towards them ; 
and he upholds them with the right-hand of his righ- 
teoufuefs: that his attributes furround thém, as 
the mountains are about Ferufalem. Wis prefence 
lies in his exerting thefe perfections for their 
good, while his wifdom is prefent to direc. 
them; his power, to protect them; his holi-. 
nefs, 
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nefs, to fanctify; his righteoufnefs, to juttify 
them; his all-tufficiency to fupply. them; this 
mercy, to pity and pardon; and his truth and 
faithtulnefs, to bea fhieldand buckler to them; 
and to fecure the accomplifhment of all the 
promifes of the covenant for them.—Again, 
it imports, that as the Father’s gifts and graces, 
laid up in Chrift, are communicated, in fome 
meafure; while out of bis fulne/s they receive grace 
Jor grace: fo the Father's /ecrets are with them 
in fome degree; The /ecret of the Lord is with them 
thai fear him, and his covenant to make them know.it, 
as the marginal reading is, Pfalm xxv. .14.— 
Alfo, that the Father’s 4ofsare with them; for, 
the angel of the Lord encamps roundabout them that 
fear kim. God's hofts and guard abour them 
make the name of the place.where they are 
MaHANAIM, that 1s, two boffs,,or camps; Gen. 
XXxil. 2.—It imports, likewife, the Father’s or- 
naments put upon them, thathe put uponChritt; 
even that garment of falvation, and robe of righte- 
oufness, wherewith :Chrift rejoiced fo much to 
be clothed for their fakes. —It: imports, toge- 
ther with an impreflion of the Father's; glory 
and majefy in Chirift upon them, their fharing 
of the glorious ref? of God in Chritt, the Father’s 
Beloved; and fothey have the Father’s blefling: 
with them, in him, whom he hath d/efed’ for 
ever. 5" ‘ \4 ‘ 

4. We may view the words /ubjectively, with 
refpect to them with whom: the Father.is.; As 
he was. with Chrift in his perfon, offices, ‘un- 
dertaking, and execution of his. offices ;: par- 
ticularly, when he was left alone in his fuffer- 
ings; fo he is with the followers of Chrift; his! 
members, efpecially in their folitary and afflict- 
ed circumftances: the Father.is with them: in 
their perfon, their names, their characters) and 
offices, when thefeare attacked)by the fury.and’ 
violence of men and devils; . becaufe ‘she «was 
with Chrift in thefe circumftances,-fupporting 
and upholding him; and becaufethe Jovers of 
his name have his word for that chain of blef- 
fings and comforts, promifed, Pfal. xci. 14,15. 


Becaufe on me he fet his love, 
I'll fave and fet him free; ° 

Becaufe my great name he hath 
I will. him fet on high. . 

fell call on me, PH anfwer hin; 
I will be with him full," "*~ ~~ 

In trouble to deliver him, ; > Mie 
And honour him I will, 


The Father is with them to deliver them:when 
diftrefled ; to relieve them, when opprefled}) to 
ftrengthen them, when weak; to comfort them; 


knowin, © 


when dejected; to direct them, when bewilder=. 
ed and in darknefs; to blefsithem; when.men. 


curfe them; to -juftify them, when men con- 


demn them; tohonour them; when the-world, - 


defame them; .to-hide them, when the world, 
purfue.them; to. deal kindly with them, when’ 
the world deal cruelly and,proudly with them; 
to be their company, when father and mother. 
forfake them: when friends; and brethren, and. 
familiars leave them alone, yet lappy. they: 


that can fay, with Chrift, Zam not alone, becaufe. 


the Father is with me. 


Il, The third thing propofed, was to obferve 


the {pecial comfort included in the prefence of 
God, as reprefented by the firft perfon of the 
glorious Trinity, namely, God the Father: or, 
how this made for the comfort of Chrift in his 
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fufferings; and how 
in their trials. 1 ALLS 
if, How it made for the comfort of CurisT, 
in his fufferings, to have the prefence of God, 
as he is God the Father; ‘The Father'is with me. 
In order to underftand this, let it. be confidered, 
that the word FaTHeEr, out of Chrift’s mouth, 
when he was in this-world, implies fome things 
relating, 1.'To Chrift’s frame towards God: and 
alfo, 2. Some things with refpect to the Father’s 
demeanour toward Chritt. . 

[1.} Irimplies fome things relating to Chrift’s 

frame towards God; ‘namely,..0) ; 

1. That Chrift was under a humble acknow- 
ledgement of God's fuperiority over him. | Chritty 
as touching his divine nature, was equal with 
the Father; for, Being im the form of God, he thought 
it no robbery to be equal with God, Philvii6.: bat; 
as touching his manhood, and mediatorial offices, 
he was inferior'to his Father, as his fervant; 
and hence he fays elfewhere;: My Father is greater 
than I. Our Lord here humbly acknowledgeth, 
that the Father is his: fuperior; yet under:obli- 
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it makes for his people’s 


gation to bear his charges. |’ 

2. The word father here. implies, »Chritt’s 
deep fenfe of God's affection to him. ''The fenfe 
of this ftrengthened him to a¢t for his Father 
in his youngeryears; when his.parents miffed 
him, and fought him forrowing, he faid, Luke 
il. 49. Wherefore’ was it that ye fought me? Wift ye: 
not that I muft be about my Father's bufinefs? And 
this fenfe of God's: dear affection to himhe 
maintained tothe laft; and expreffes it, John 
xVil..24. Father, thou loved mebefore the foundation 
of the-world: it 0) -ogobe3eg . . 

3. The word Father here ‘implies, Chrift’s 
owning his dbigation unto duty; the duty: of a 
Son: and Servant;'who was alfo fure that God. 
would not fail to.acithe part of a Father, by 
giving himvhis prefence andiafliftance: Jam not 
alone, forthe Father 1s with més.) 1 2 

4. It.implies,:Chrift’s dependence upon .God,; 
and his fe/f-in/ufficiency.as man;-that is,Ghritt did 
not think that he could fubfitt, or perfift; and 
hold out of himfelf.; Though his human-na- 
ture fubfifted in. his divine perfon; yet, without 
the:Godhead, which was one and the famein: 
each perfon thereof, he'knew he could not! go 
through with this» work: land: knowing<the: 


on unity: of the Godhead, ihe; could-well fay,zas: 


God the Son, Jamz.not alone; yet; as.the Som in=) 
carnate, ‘he expreffes:hisdependence upon:the. 
Three-One God, here denominated by the per- 
fon .of the Father; 2 am not alone; becaufe the Fa- 
ther is, with mex And here-ineffable -comfort: 
and: fupport 1s inclofed andycomprehended in: 
this dependence of Ghrift upom the Father. © 
\\{2.J It implies, .on. the other hand, fome 
things with. refpect to the Father’s demeanour to- 
Wares Cbriff? off. siraica bighsdigape se. 
-od.okfow much: God: the:Father! was zndeared 
unto him, even :as: his: dear: Son; his’ Servant, 
whom he upheld; his Eleét,in whom his foul delight= 
ed; and his beloved Son, an awhom be was well- 
pleafed.. Here is comfort. © 9 i)' ‘repeal 


> = 


nency; and dignity. upon. hime~God ‘is ‘here 


hence, John xvii. 1,, Chriftidoth'no fooner fill 
his mouth with the name Father; but his heart 
‘tie ig 
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is full of hope and expectation of God’s ad- 
vancing and glorifying him; Father, glorify thy 
Son; and, ver. 5. O Father, glorify thou me. Here 
then was ground of comfort. 

3-. Father imports friend/hip, and friendly 
dealing that heexpects from God, when earth- 
ly friends were leaving him, and cruel enemies 
furrounding him; many bulls compafling him 
about; ftrong bulls of Bafhan befetting him. 
When they were tearing to pieces, and bring- 
ing him down, the Father was a friend to bear 
him up. They were potent enemies, but here 
was an omnipotent friend at hand. 

4. The Father, by way of eminency, imports, 
~ not only the neareft relation to Ghrift, but the 

higheft help, the moft honourable and glorious 

afiiftance. TheFather, who ftands obliged to 
help me, might Chrift fay, not only as he is 
_ my Father, but as he is the Father eminently; even 
the Father of mercies; the Father of lights; the 
Father of fpirits ; the Father of eternity: the Father 
of mercies cannot be cruel or-untender to me; 
the Father of lights cannot leave me in dark- 
nefs ; the Father of {pirits cannot leave my foul 
in hell ; the Father of eternity cannot but make 
the death of . his eternal Son to. be the door of 
eternal life. 

2dly, How does it make for the comfort of 
his pEorLe, that the Father is with them; or, 
that they have the prefence of God, as repre- 
fented and denominated by the firft perfon of 
the glorious Trinity, the Father? I fhall thew 
you, that this view is comfortable in feveral 
refpects. 

1, It is comfortable, as it imports the kindlicft 
enjoyment of God’s prefence,, namely, the Fa- 
ther of Chrift, and a near relation of ours in 
him. We cannot conceive of God, as our Fa- 
ther, without conceiving him’to be firft the 
Father of Chrift; who is his eternal Son, our 
Lord.and Redeemer, and as our Father in him, 
who calls-us brethren, and is not afhamed to 
do fo, Heb. ii. 11.3 only he muft be owned to 
be'the elder brother, and the jir/f-born among many 
brethren. O! what joy and comfort refults from 
this view of our having one’and, the fame Fa- 
ther with Chrift, and his being our own God 
and. Father in him;. who fays, Lafcend to-my Fa- 
ther, and your Father ; to my Ged; and your God? 

2. Itis comfortable, as itimports the highe/f 
enjoyment of God's prefence:. itis the top.en- 
joyment to have the Father withus. . Though 
our enjoyment of God doth not begin with the 
enjoyment of the Father firft; for, we come ‘firft 
to Ghrifts. yet it ends or lands‘in the Father 
through Chrift, the way to the Father, John xiv. 
6-3, who! being the firft perfon of the glorious 
Trinity, in the order of. fubfiftence, it {peaks 
out.the! moft high, and honourable, and glo- 
rious enjoyment: then: does the foul indeed 
dwell on high, as itis faid, a. xxxiii. 16, . 

3. It is comfortable, as it imports the fullef 


enjoyment of God's prefence: .. As God cannot’ 


bea Father without a Son. fo itimports com- 
munion with the Father and the Son: Truly our 
Sellow/hip is with the Father, andwith bis Son, Fe- 
Jus Chrift, 1 John, i..3.. And as the Spirit natural- 
__ ly proceeds from the Father and the Son; fo it 
- imports alfo communion with the Father.and 
the Son, by the Spirit; and confequently, that 
plurality of the divine prefencé-our' Lord {peaks 
- of, John xiv. 23. We will come, and make our abode 
.. 4- It is comfortable, as it imports the furef 
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enjoyment of the divine prefence. We may 
enjoy benefits from God, and yet not enjoy 
himielf; we may have common influences and 
gifts of the Spirit, and yer be calt-aways. Yea, 
the difciples of Chrift may fee and enjoy him, 
and yet not be furethat they enjoy the Father’s 
prefence and favour; nor can they reckon the 
enjoyment of Chrift fure work, unlefs they have 
the Father manifefted to them, as appears from 
Philip’s words to Chrift, John xiv. 8. Shew us 
the Father, and it fufficeth us ; intimating, that 
while their faith looked only to Chritt, as man, 
prefent with them, they were ftill uncertain 
and unfatisfied: therefore, as Chrift pointed out 
their duty of looking fo to ‘him, as to fee the 
Father in him; fo it is remarkable, I think, in - 
this chapter, where our text lies, that after Chrift 
{poke fo much tothem of the Father, then they 
began to fay, ver. 30. ‘Now we are jure; now we 
beheve. It is a fure enjoyment of God to fee 
the Father in the Son, or to fee that God is well- 
pleafed inhim. Without this, our faith irfelf 
does not affure us of freedom from the Fa- 
ther’s wrath; but, viewing the Father in him, 
is {ure work. 

5. It is comfortable, as it imports the cleare 
enjoyment of God; yea, both clear in itfelf, 
and clearing to:the mind and confcience. Our 
Lord’s doctrine here in the context, concernin g 
the Father, made the difciples fay, ver. 29. Lo, 
now fpeakeft thou plainly, and fpeakeft no proverb. 
Notwithftanding all that Chrift had faid of him- 
felf, and of the Holy Ghoft, whom he was to 
fend, yet their minds were, in the mitt, as it 
were, till they heard'‘him fpeak more direCtly 
and diftinctly of the Father; and then, though 
they were too confident of their faith, as ap- 
pears: by the check.that Chrift‘here gives them}; 
yet they profefs they were furtherilluminated 
than before; Lo, now /peakef thou plainly. Indeed, 
the mind is clear when it views the Father in 
Chrift; for then we fee Chrift truly and clear- 
ly, when we fee God the Father in him. ‘The 
confcience alfo is cleared, when ‘it! views the 
Father in Chrift, and comes. to the Father in 
the Son; for then it is juftifiedin the courtof 
thelaftrefort: Ut isGod that juftifies, even God the 
Father; whothen /hall condemn? Rom. viii. 33, 34. 

6, It is comfortable, as it imports the /eadie/t 
enjoyment of God; for, having the Father with 
us, andour fellowfhip with the Father, we can 
win no farther in our motion: While we be: 
lieve in-Chrift, we are on the way to the Fa- 
ther, John xiv. 6) Lam the way; but when we 
come to the Father, and get the Father with us, 
then we are juft at the end of our way, the end 
of our faith, the end of our journey, as it were, 
and-are fixed in the centre of reft." When you 
come to ordinances, mutt you reft there? No: 
you come to Chrift in them, as the church faid, 
Song 11. 4. went a little further, and I found him 
whom my foul loveth. “Well, but when you come 
to Chrift as the way, may you reft'there? Nay: 
you mutt go yet'a little further, and come to 
God in him, or to the Father by ‘him; By him 
we believe in God, who raifed him from the dead, and 
gave him glory, that our faith and hope might be in 
God, 1 Pet. i. 21.. A man never ftands firm and 
fteady till then. 


7. It is comfortable, as it imports the need. 
Jullef enjoyment of God ; or, fuchva divine pre 
fence as anfwers'all the needs ‘of the foul; and 
all the defects of a lonely cafe, Why, the hea* 
venly Father being prefent, they enjoy all the 
- 3 | privi- | 
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privileges of thefe who are the children of fuch 
a Father. Do they need divine pity? The Fa- 
ther is with them for this end; As a father pities 
his children, fo the Lord pities them that fear him. 
Do they need divine /ympathy? The Father 1s 
with them for that end; and, 2 all their affict- 
ons be is afflicted. He that toucheth them, toucheth 
the apple of his eye. Do they need provifion? The 
Father is with them to provide for his children. 
Do they need inffruction? This isa father’s work; 
and for this end the Father is with them to 
teach them to profit, and guide them with his 
eye. Dothey need kindly chafti/ement? This is 
a father’s work: and asa father chaftifeth his 
children whom he loveth, and then backs the 


chaftifements with embracements: fee how God 


the Father doth both; Jer. xxxi. 18. [have furely 
heard Ephraim bemoaning him/felf thus, Thou baft cha- 
fried me, and Iwas chafifed; as a bullock unaccuflomed 
to the yoke, &c.. There is chaftifement. Ver. 20. 
Is Ephraim my dear fon? is he a pleafant child? for, 
fince I fpeak againft him, I do earneftly remember him 
full: therefore my bowels are troubled for him; Iwill 
furely have mercy upon him, faith the Lord. There 
is the embracement. Whatever they need of 
divine fatherly care to be taken about them, 
his being with them as the Father, anfwers and 
Supplies all their needs, according to bis riches in glo- 
ry, by Chrift Fefus. 

8. It is comfortable, asit imports the /weet- 
ef enjoyment of God’s prefence: for, when the 
Father is with them, they drink at the foun- 
tain-head, where the water is fweeteft, as it is 
faid, Dulcius ex ipfo fonte bibuntur aque. God the 
Father, who is the fountain of the Trinity, in 
refpect of the priority of order in fubfiftence, 


he is the fountain of living waters; the foun- | 


tain-head of our falvation and confolation. 
And however {weet the ftreams are, yet it is 
fweeteft drinking atthe fountain: by enjoying 
the fountain, we enjoy all that can iflue from 
it. And hence the enjoyment of God in Chrift 
is never more fweet, than when the heart leaps 
out at the mouth with an ABBa, Father, Rom. 
viii. 1g. Gal. iv.6. ‘Then may the foul well 
fay, Iam not alone, for the Father 1s with: me.- 
Thus you fee the {pecial comfort included in 
the prefence of God, as reprefented by the firft 
perfon, The Father is with me, 


ES __IV. The fourth general head was, To offer 
= fome grounds and reafons why God was thus pre- 
-fent with Chrift; and why he is prefent with 
his people, efpecially in. their fufferings and 
lonely circumftances. And, eat iste 
4 1f, Why was God the Father with Curist 
in his work of doimg and fuffering? _ 


a” 


_ was both his Son and his Sent. As he was his 


was wit 


T4r BOB BSiT: “COMPANY one: 


. 1. The Father was with him, becaufe he 


ss Son, he had a neceffary, natural right to his 
— .-prefence; for, He and his Father are one. As he — 
was, his Sent, his fent fervant, his fent ambaf-— 
fador, he had a neceflary foederal right to his — 
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3. The Father was with him, becaufe he - 
loved him from everlafting, being the Son of 
his bofom, his dear Son, and his eternal de- 
light, Prov. viii. 30. J was daily his delight: and 
therefore he fays of him, Behold my /ervant, 
whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my foul delight- . 
eth, Wa. xlii. 1. bia ng 

4. The Father was with him, becaufe he loved 
a company, a world of mankind /mmers, elect 
according to the fore-knowledge of God; for 
whofe fake he fent him on the errand of their 
redemption. God fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son: and he fent him, that the 
world through him might be favéd, John iii. 16,17. 
This faving work was what bred in the Father’s 


bofom, where Chrift lay; whence he was fent 
upon this love errand; and therefore the Fa-_ 


i 


ther was with him-inthe work. 
5. The Father was with him, becaufe he  —_— 
was with the Father. From/all eternity he was 5 
always with the Father; The Word was withGod, . 
Johni.1. And wen the Word was made flefh, 
and affumed our nature, he was always with — 
the Father in his thoughts, and words, and ~ 
walk. He was always with God; and there- 
fore God was conftantly with him; J have fet 
the Lord always before me: becaufe he is at my right 
hand, I fhall not be moved, Pfal. xvi. coolio kes 
6, The Father was with him, ftill upholding — 
him in his doing and fuffering work, becaufe 
his glory was concerned in that work, and 
Chrift was to glorify him on earth; therefore — 
he faid to him, Ha. xlix. 3. Thou art my fervant, 
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‘will I not forget thee, faith the Lord, Ua. xlix. 15, 
16. There may be unnatural: mothers; but 
he cannot bean unnaturalFather: Behold Ihave 
graven thee on the palms of mybands ; thy walls.are 
continually before me. A 

‘2. The Father is with thems and will not 
leave them alone; becaufe this is the tenor of 
the:new covenant; Heb. xii. 5. Jwil never, ne- 
ver; never leave thee, nor forfake thee. Th 
gatives here in the original, import the 
eft affurance given, that he will not leave them 
alone, but will be with them. He hath pro- 
mifed to be with them by his Spirit, the Com- 
forter, to abide with them for ever; and will 
he not perform his promife, who hath faith- 
Sulnefs for the girdle of his loins? Yea, thé moun- 


tains fhall depart, and the hills be removed, but his 


kindnefi fall not depart from them, neither hall his 
covenant of peace be removed. : 

3. He is prefent with them, becaufe he foves 
them: hé loved them with an everlafting love, 
and therefore with loving-kindnefs hath he 
drawn them. And will he leave them alone 
whom he loves with fuch an antient, éverlatt- 
ing, tranfcendent, fuperlative, and diftinguith- 
ing love? He loves them as the birth of his 
eternal'decree; the purchafe of his Son's blood, 
and the fubje¢ts of his Spirit’s faving operati- 
on, having called them out of darkne/s into bis mar- 
vellous light. | ea YT ie! 
4. The Father is with them, becaufe as he 
is the Father of Chrift, their Head and Hufband; 
fo both the Father and the Son are intrufted 


' with them. '‘God the Father hath given them 


to.Chrift, and Chrift hath given them back to 
the Father; John xvii. 10: All mine are thine, and 
thine are mine: Father, keep through thy name, thefe 
whomthou.haftgiven me: As if he fhould fay, Thou 
haft given them to’me fron? eternity, to be re- 
deemed by me and now I give them back to 
thee, and commit them ‘to thy care. Chrift, 
jike:an; indulgent Father, being to leave his 
ta as to’ his bodily prefence, commits 
is fatherlefs orphans, as it were, to the care 
of» their Grand-father: and, indeed, his Fa- 
ther’s care is his, and his care is his Father’s ; 
for; he and his Father are one. $Aih 
~1g.0 The Father is with them,  becaufe they 
Jeek: him, and rely upon him>for his prefence 


‘and affiftance; They that know thy name ‘will put 


their truft in thee; for thou,’ Lord, baft not forfaken 
them that feek thee, Pfal. ix.9.° Yea, he is good 
toithem that wait on him, and'to the foul that 
feeketh him; for, 'he never faid to the feed of Facob, 
Seek ye'me in vain. | ere 

«6: ‘The Father is prefent with them, becaufe 
they:need* his prefence; efpecially when they 


are tempted anid afflicted.’ There is a need of 
~thefertrials, asthe apoftle faith, Jf nced be ye are 
_ inheavine/s through manifold temptations : and there 
- is. a need of his prefencé under them. ‘When 


men and devils are on their top, they need’his 
pityand prefence; and he affords it, efpecial- 
lyin fuch circumftances; becaufe then, when 
they are left alone, his comipany and fellowfhip 
is moft fweet and comfortable; moft welcome 
andacceptable; moft ufefuland feafonable;moft 
declarative of his name a8 arefuge for the oppré/- 
fed; a refuge in time of trouble; ‘and moft eviden- 
tial of his kindnefs, care; and compaffion, 
when winds of temptation: blow away other 
companies and comforts from them and leave 
them alone; then he comes faying, as Elka- 
nah to Hannah, Am not I better to thee than ten 
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fons? Better than ten thoufand friends and 
familiars, as the rifing fun is better than ten 
thoufand ftars that are withdrawn. 


V. The fifth head propofed, on the general 
method, was, To deduce fome inferences for the 
application. And, 

1. Hence we may fee the wonderful love of God 
the Father, in the concern he had about our re- 
demption, manifefted by the active fupport he 
gave to our Redeemer, in the whole of his re- 
deeming Work. He fent him to this work, and 
he-was with him in it. The Father’s good- 
will was the fountain-head of our redemption: 
and: as Chrift came chearfully to do his will, 
faying; Lo, I come; I delight to do thy will: fo, 
with Ness and good-will, he attended Chrift 
in the whole of his work, which was jufta 
doing the Father's will; by which will we are 
fanctified and faved; and by which will the 
covenant of promife was fealed with the blood 
of Chrift; every promife whereof are fo many 
expreffions of his will: J will be your God: I will 
take away the heart of fione, &c. [will put my Spi- 
rit within you. Oree the wonderful love of 
God the Father, as’ well as of the Son, in the 
glafs of the Redeemer’s doing and fufferings! 
The Father was engaged to uphold the Son 
therein. This he declared to the world, that 
he would be with him to affift him therein ; 
Pfal. lxxxix. 16, 20, 21. I have laid help upon one 
that is mighty ; with my holy oil have I anointed him: 
with whom my hand fhall be eftablifhed ; mine arm alfo 

Shall firengthen him. Va. liti. 10, 12. The pleafure 
of the Lord fhall profper in his hand. I will divide 
him a portion with the great, and he fhall divide the 
Jpoil with thé frong: God the Father promifed 
to bear down all oppofition that fhould be made 
to him in his undertaking, Pfal.i1. where you 
fee the ftrong combination of the princes of the 
earth again{t:the Redeemer, and yet how he 
fhould break them with a rod of iron, and da/h them 
in pieces like a potter's veffel. He promifed that 
the enemy /hould not exact upon him, nor the fon of 
mifchief wrong but; that he would beat down his 
Joes before his face, and plague them that hate him, 
Pfal. lxxxix) 23923. ‘Hence ‘he is called, the 
mighty Redeemer ; the man of God's right-hand. We 
find Chrift folacing himfelf with the thoughts 
of this affifting prefence of his Father, Ifa. xlix. 
5. Though Ifrael be not gathered, yet fhall I be glori- 
ous in the eyes of the Lord; and my glory fhall be my 
Strength. - Yea, not only folacing himfelf with 
the thoughts of it, but bidding defiance to all 
his enemies on this very ground, Ifa. 1. 7, 8, 9. 
The Lord God will help me, therefore I fhall not be 
confounded: therefore have I fet my face hke a flint, &c. 
Here thefe promifes’‘were accomplifhed, J am 
not alone, for the: Father is with me. a 

2: Hence fée} what need there was that our 
Redéemer fhould have his Father's préfence. It 
doés'not imply any weaknefs or impotency in 
the Son; for, confidering Chrift, as to his di- 
vine nature, he is one and the fame God with 
the Father: but it‘ implies, the joint concur- 
rence of both Father and Son, in carrying on 
this glorious work. And befides, Chrift is not 
here to be confidered fimply as God, but as Me- 
diator; in which refpect he is man, as wellas 
God: and in this refpeét he ftood in need not 
only of habitual grace, but of actual and re- 
newed influences. To clear this we fhould 


confider, : ' ; 
(1.) That as man, he was a creature; and be= 


ing 
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ing a creature, he could not but depend upon 
his Father for influences and fupplies of grace. 

(2.) There were fpecial promifes of ijiuences 
made to him; And there /hall come forth a red out 
of the flem of Feffe, and a branch fhall grow out of his 
roots. And the Spirit of the Lord fhall reft upon him, 
the Spirit of wifdom and underftanding, the Spirit of 
counfel and might, the Spirit of knowledge, and of the 
fear of the Lord, Ma. xi. 1, 2. 

(3.) We find him praying for actual fupport 
and renewed influences; it is faid, Pfal. Ixxxix. 
26. He fhall cry unto me, Thou art my Father, my 
God, and the rock of my falvation: and accordingly, 
it is faid, that, in the days of his flefh, he offere 
up prayers and fupplication, with firong cries and teofs, 
to him that was able to fave him from death; andwas 
heard in that he feared, Heb. v. 7. 

(4.) Unlefs that his human nature iad been 
fupported, by the actual influences/Of the Spi- 
rit, it would have been intirely overwhelmed, 
under the preffure of wrath that lay on him as 
our Surety; for, he had thatweight upon him 
which would have brokenthe backs of all the 
angels in heaven, cracked the axle-tree of the 
univerfe, and funk the whole creation to ruin. 
But, he was not alone, for the Father was with 
him. 

3. Hence the foundation upon which we may, 
with affured confidence, expect the prefence of 
God with us, efpecially in all our fufferings and 
defolate circumftances: why? becaufe he was 
prefent with Chrift, our Head and Surety, on 
our account, and when fuffering in our na- 
ture, room, and ftead, that this privilege of 
the divine nature might redound to the mem- 
bers of his myftical body. _Becaufe the Father 
was with him, we may be fure he will be with 
us. Hence comes it, that the Father’s word 
and Spirit is with us: and hence we have his 

fpiritual prefence and fpiritual union; for, He 
that is joined to the Lord, is one Spirit: and his Spi- 
rit is in the believer as a well of water /pringing 
up to everlafting life. —Hence comes his afimulat- 
img prefence; turning thefe that were haters and 
fighters of God, to be lovers and feekers of 
God; and putting a ftamp of God’s image up- 
on them, and turning them from darknefs to 
light, from death to life, through Chrift, who 
died, that we might live.—Hence his accepting 
prefence; being brought into favour with God, 
and accepted in the Beloved.—Henge his affifing, 
fiftaining, and fupporting prefence; by his ever- 
lafting arms underneath them, upholding them 
even when they want his fenfible, comforting 
prefence. Here. is matter of joy and trutt, 
even amidtt all killing-like providences: and, 
amidft all ‘changes, they have ftill the un- 
changeable God with them; who fays, Fear 
not, Lam with thee. Caft them into prifon, yet 
is he with them; Lay.them on.a bed of lan- 
guifhing, yetheis with them: put them inthe 
fire, or in the water, he is with them, Ifa, xliii, 2. 
And even when. we apprehend him to be an 
abfent God in many refpects, faying, Why haf 
thou forfaken me 2. yet he is. ftill the prefent ob- 
jest and ground of our faith and trutt. ; 
-4. Hence fee a folid foundation laid for our 
communion with God, both in grace here, and in 
glory hereafter. . It is laid in the Father’s_pre- 
fence with the Son, our Redeemer., Why, the 


work of our redemption cannot but be now fi- " 


nifhed to the Father's contentment and fatif- 
faction; for, Chrift was not alone therein, the 
Father was with him. Itisnot poflible it could 
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be a. mifmanaged work among fuch hands; 
and therefore, here is4uch ground for our 
faith and hope of coximunion. with God this 
day, and of his being prefent with us, as wellas 
of the hope of glory. This hope may be cor- 
roberated and #rengthened with this confide- 
ration, that,a4s God’s prefence with Chrift, in 
his fuffering ftate in this world, is the founda- 
tion of his prefence with believers in all.their 
trials;fo, his prefence with the Father, in his 
now exalted flate, lays a foundation for our 
hgpe of being for ever with the Lord, and with 

is Father in heaven, Why, the Father was 
with Chrift on earth, and now Chrift is with 
the Father in heaven; for, We have an Advocate 
with the Father, Fefus Chrift the righteous. . Yea, as 
the Father was with Chrift, fo Chrift was with 
the Father, even upon earth, in fuchamanner 
as to lay the foundation of our being with him, 
John xvii. 24. Father, I will, that they whom thou 
haft given me, be with me, where I am, &c. He lays 
not, Where he will be afterwards; but, Where I 
am: intimating, that he was already with the 
Father ; and importing, not only that his ex- 
altation was as fure to him, as if he had been 
already exalted, but that he was a¢tually ‘with 
the Father in fuch an ineffable manner, as he 
exprefles elfewhere, John xiv. to. Beheveft thou 
not, that I am in the Father, and the Father hi coe? 
And, ver. 20. At that day ye /hall know, thatLam 
in the Father, and ye in me, and I in you, “Thus 
Chrift was always with the: Father; andal- 
ways is, and.will be with the Father:. and 
therefore, believers in Chrift.cannot be:difap- 

ointed of having the Father with them, ‘and 
of their being with the Father hereafter. 

5. Hence fee. how. fweet and. comfortable 
Chrift’s vifits are; for, when he comes, hecomes 
not alone, but the Father with him, John xiv. 
23. We will come, and make our abode with dim ; 
that is, with, the believer and-lover of Chritt. 
When Chrift is prefent, the Father is prefent; 
when he is with us, the Father is with us: 
he that hath feen.Chrift hath feen the Father. 
Here obferve then the reafon. of the reciprocal 
enjoyment of the Father and theiSon, and why 
they that enjoy-the -one, enjoy ‘the other: he 
that. enjoys. Chrift enjoys the. Father, becaufe 
he is'never alone,, for the Father is with: him, 
Seeing.God the Father is God with Chrift; then 
he muft be God with us in Chrift, Ghrift is 
IMMANUEL, God with us, becaufe he married 
our nature; butGod the Father is God with 
us in another refpect, not fo imamediately, as 
Chrift is, but mediately, through Chrift, be- 
caufe he is Godjwith Chrift... The Father is with 
me; q» d.The Father is.God,.with me, and I 
am God with you: therefore, ‘when I come to 
you,, I bring, the Father with me; infomuch, 
that ;when. you, fee. me, you. fee the Father; 
when youhear me, you hear the Father; when 
you:meet me, you -meet the Father; and when 
you, have communion with me; you havecom- 
munion with the Father in me: Truly our fellow= 
Ship is with the Father.and the Somsi-- 3. 

6.. Hence.fee that God's prefence fills up all 
wanis ; be it the want of friends. and familiars 
or relatives of all forts; Ye fall leave me alone, 
fays Chrift; but yet I am not .aloneyfor the Father 
is nvith me. . Indeed, fellowfhip. with God is a 
fatherly fellowfhip:. he is a friend in time of 
need, when friends. and brethren turn their 
back upon us. God’s children;that cleave to 
him, are no lofers by being defpifed,.difparag- 


ed, 
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ed, and deferted in the world: they are happy 
in the midft of miferies. They have the beft 
company when left alone; and that in two re- 
{pects : am 

(1.) They many times fare beft when they 
are alone in point of /ecrecy and retirement; Mark 

iv. 34. Without a parable fpake he not unto the people; 
but when they were alone be expounded all things to 
the difciples. Hence his people many a time af- 
fect retirement, Song vii. 11:°Come, my Beloved, 
let us go forth to the fields; let us lodge in the villa- 
ges: there will I gwve thee my loves. 

(2.) Many times it fares beft with them when 
they’are left alone-in point of dereliftion and de- 

Jertion of men, and folitude that way, as it was 
with Chrift here: Iam not alone, though you 
have left me;: the (Father is with me.’ God’s 
company may be had to beft' advantage when 
mens company’ is loft: when men. caft us-out 
of their company, God may take us in, as Chrift 
did the blind’man, whofe fight he reftored, 
and whom the Jews caft out; John ix. Our 
God is moft kind, when men are moft unkind 
and unnatural: He is fweeteft when they are 
bittereft. And itis a. piece of conformity to 
Chrift, to have moft of God’s:‘company when 
we have leaftiof mens. (055° 0 
. 7. Hence fee the mark of ‘a worthy communi- 
tant, or of one that hath /aving aquaintance with 
Chri, namely; he will be acquaint with the 
Father inthe Son, or with God in Chrift. . None 
know Chrift, but they know the Father; none 
have feen Chrift, but they have feen the glo- 
ry of :God in his face; The God who command- 
ed light to fhine out of darkne/s, bath /hined im our 
hearts, to give the hght of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Fefus Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6. If 
you have got the’ mind of Chrift, you have 
feen it to be the Father’s ‘mind: if you have 
got the Spirit‘of the Son, then you have got 
the Father’s Spirit, evidenced to be fo ‘by lead- 
ing you to cry; ABBa, Father. Chrift himfelf 
is denominated the everlafting Father, Wa. ix. 6. 
And if you be acquaint with: Chrift as’ your 
Father, you will be acquaint with your Father's 
Father; both which, though effentially one, 
yet are perfonally diftinct. The moft comfort- 
able communion with God is to be let in to the 
Father's bofom, by his only degotten Son, which 
1s in the bofom of the Father, John i. 18. and who 
fays, Matth. xi.27. No man knoweth the Son, but 
the Father ; neither knows any man the Father, fave 
the Son, and he to whomfoever the Son fhall reveal 
him. And whatis all this, but juft to enjoy the 
love of the Father, through the grace of the Son, 
in the fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft? O! it is 
glorious communion to belet into God, who is 
love through Chrift, the Son of his love, by 
the Spirit, that fheds abroad this upon the 
heart. Now, communion with God in his love 
may be known by the fimilitude betwixt his 
love to us, and our love to him; particularly in 
two refpects, 

_ (1.) His. love is a love of re#; He refts in his 
love: the believer's love to God is a love of reft 
in God; Return to thy ref, O my foul. And then, 

(2.) His love to us is a love im Chrift; we are 
loved in him, and accepted: in him. .Our love 
to God, when he is prefent with us, is a love 
to God in Chrift: nor can we have communion 
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with God the Father in his love, but through 
Chrift; and then indeed the Father is with us. 

8. Hence fee the great duty of this day, namely, 
of coming to Chrift in the wordand facrament; 
and the great motive that fhould induce us to 
come to Chrift, even becaufe the Father is with 
him: — O Sirs, here is one of the ftrongeft mo- 
tives to faith that 1 know in’ the world. Let 
guilty finners, that never -believed on the Son 
of God to this day, if they would avoid the 
Father’s wrath, and have the Father’s bleffing, 
cometo Chrift this day ; becaufe heis not alone, 
for the Father is with him.’ Let guilty faints, 
whofe faith maybe far to feek in this -day of 
God's anger, be perfuaded to take a new grip 
of the Son of God, from this confideration;-that 
the Father is with him. If he were alone, ‘or 
away from the Father, and had not the Father's 
prefence, then you might be filled with fear 
and dread, that when you come to Chritt, for 
his blefling, then’ you might get the Father’s 
curfe, inftead of the bleffing; but, as Rebekah 
faid to Jacob, in ‘another cafe; Chrift’ fays to 
you, Upon me be thy curfe, my Son; only obey my Voice. 
Come, come; for, Jam not alone, becaufe the Fa- 
ther 1s with me. “He was with me when I bore 
the curfe for you, ‘and is he'not with me now 
when I have boughtthe blefling for you? Fear 
not the Father’s wrath if you come to me, for 
he is with me as a reconciled, pacified, and 
well-pleafed God ‘in me. 

Chritt was always with God, and God was 
ay with him; John i. 1.° Jn the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God: therefore, by coming to Chrift, you come 
to God the Father; yea, into the Father’s bofom 
where ‘Chrift lies. “ By coming to Chrift, you 
come to the Father's favour and fellowfhip; to 
the Father’s throne and kingdom; to the Fa- 
ther’s reft and joy. O how fweet and alluring 
may the voice of Chrift be to: ws when he is 
faying, Song iv. 3. Come with me, from Lebanon, 
my fpoufe ; with me from Lebanon! If you’knew 
who was with me, your heart would come 
leaping to me; for, lam not alone, becaufe 
the Father is with me to welcome you as well 
as I.. There is.a Trinity of perfons with me; 
a plurality to welcome you; even you whofe 
heart hath been a vile run-away from me ma- 
ny aday ; yet, Return, return, O Shulamite; return, 
return, that we may look upon thee, Song vi. 13. 
There is better and greater company with me, 
than faints and feraphims ; ‘and my compaiiy 
wants to fee and welcome you to their compa- 
ny and communion, even though men fhould 
excommunicate you, and exclude you from 
their company and fellowfhip.*. When men 


_betake themfelves and turn afide to new crook- 


ed ways, then you will find they begin to have 
newcrooked natures, full of rancour, and rage, 
and bitternefs, putting you out of their com- 
pany and fellowfhip, with a /and by, for I am 
hoher than thou, Wfa. lxv. 5. Well, would you 
have better company? Return, return then, O Shur 
lamite; return, return, that we may look upon you, 
and that you and we may be all one; for, this 
I ‘have prayed for, John xvii. 21, 22. that you 
may be one.in us, as we are one; and then part 
with you who will, you and we {hall never 
part: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 


_ * Alluding to the rupture in the Asfockaite Body, occafioned by the altercations about the burgefs oath, and the fentences that the 
feparating Brethren were pafling on that account. The cenfures of the church were never more abufed, improperly inflicted, and 


brought into contempt, than on this occafion, - 
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See the affair. laid open above, p, 290, 322,—326. 
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-palities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to 
come, {hall ever be able to part us, Rom, Viil. 38, 39. 
Remember then, O finner, who is fpeaking 

to you from this text,and inviting you to. come, 
and. by what a glorious argument, that might 
conquer the heart.of devils, if the door of hope 
were open to them; but, to you, O men, does 
he call, and his voice-is to the fons of men. 
To you,.O man, woman, whether old or young, 
he is faying, “‘ Come to me, for the Father is 
with me. Come, however black and vile you 
are, my Father is with me to beautify you by 
his Spirit and mine, that proceeds from him. 
and me; therefore, though-you have been lying a-~ 
mong the pots, you fhall be as the. wings of a dove, 
covered with filver, and her feathers with yellow gold; 
yea, we will make you orders of gold, with fiuds 
of filver. Come to me, laying ftrefs upon my. 
righteoufnefs, my work of doing and fuffering 
as Mediator, feeing you may be fure the work 
was wrought to purpofe, and wrought to the 
Father’s pleafure; for, I was‘not alone therein, 
becaufe the Father was with-me. Come, how- 
ever guilty you are; for, my righteous Father 
is with me to juftify you by my blood. Come, 
however filthy you are; for, my holy Father 
is with me to fanctify you by his grace. O 
hear him {peaking to you, and faying, Come 
to me, however poor and needy you are, for 
my Father's fulnefs is with me! and my God 
and Father will fupply all your wants, accord- 
ing to hisrichesin glory by me. Come, how- 
ever woful and wretched your cafeis; for, my 
Father’s mercy and faithfulnefs are with me; 
and mercy and truth have met together, and 
kiffed each other in me. Come, however life- 
lefs, gracelefs, and {piritlefs you are in your- 
felf, for my Father’s Spirit is with me to, beftow 
upon you: from him I have received gifts for 
men, and graces for men, and for you among 
the reft. Come, come, for my Father that is 
with me is faying, that he will not want you; 
and hath fent me to compel you to. come in. Ocome 
to me however witlefs and, weak you are in 
yourfelf! for my Father’s wifdom is with meto 
guide you; and my Father’s power is with me 
to draw you: with me is the wz/dom of God, and 
the power of God.” i 
_ “You need not fay you cannot, you have not 
power and ability to come; for, once have you 
heard; yea, twice, that power belongeth only unto God. 
And if, by a day of power, I have made you 
. but willing, this is my errand on which I am 
fent to-day, even to reveal my Father's flaming 
love for firing your frozen hearts: and I want 
no more, but that your hearts open to let me 
in, in my own name, as the King of glory ; 
and, ge Father’s name, the God of glory. 
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Behold, I ftand at the door and knock! Surely -my 
Spirit, by his motion, is knocking; andl am 
not alone waiting.for you, but my loving Fa- 
ther is waiting with me, and waiting: to be 
gracious to you. .Open, open then, ye ‘ever- 
lafting doors, if not for my fake, and your.own, 
yet for my Father’s fake that is with me, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son; and glorified 
for ever in your eternal falvatiom by me.” 

O let men andsangels wonder at the glorious 


‘court of attendants waiting on you this day! Is 


there any here but may blufh and be afhamed 
to flight and negle& fuch a courtfhip?) What 
fay you then? Will. you go with this man, and-gét 
his Father's blefling?) He hath faid, No man can. 
come tome, except the Father which bath fent me draw 
him: and. therefore, that you may be drawn 
effectually, he that is in'the Father’s bofomis 
come to declare the Father, and to touch your 
iron heart with the drawing load-ftone of the 
Father’s infinite and eternal love, faying, J have 
loved thee with an, everlafing love's and theréfore 


with loving-kindne/s have I drawn thee: there is — 


my Father’s {trong cord let down. to draw you 


to me; for, Whofever hath heard, and learned of 


the Father, cometh tothe Sons > 


Peereiy 


Here then, might he fay, further to move — 


you to.come to me, “My Father, )thatis with — 
me, is ftretching out his loving hands to draw 
you, and opening his everlafling arms to ems 
brace you; and now, if your-heart be drawn 
toward me, from the view of my Father’s love 
to me, and prefence with me, take this for an 
everlafting cordial to you, that as 1 am not a+ 
lone, becaufe the Father is with-me; fo; in’a 
way. of coming to,me, and. abiding with me, 
you fhall never be:alone, but.always have the 
Father, with you: he will never leave you,-norfor- 


Jake you. 'Though;all the world fhould turn 


their backs upon you, and leave you alone, yet — 
you fhall not be alone, in any, duty you goa- 
bout, nor in any diftrefs you come under: you 
fhall not be alone at a communion-table, my 
Father will be with you: you fhall not be alone 
in the hour of temptation, or tribulation, and: 
extremity, my Father will be with you;-if not 
by his comforting prefence, yet always by his 
fupporting prefence, even as he was with me 
to the laft moment of my fufferings: He and I 
both will come to you, and make our abode with you: 
and, by the blefled Comforter, whom I willfend 
from the Father, I will put my very words 
into your heart and,mouth:. for, feeing and 
my Father will never part with one another, 
nor ever part with you; therefore you fhall 
always have ground to fay with me, J am not 
alone, becaufe the Father 1s with me” 
Bip eee Geet Se cy naeet le 
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have the faith of God’s prefence with Chrift in 
his work ; and the experience of God’s prefence 
with themfelves, t fc 
1. All that have the faithof the Fathér'’s being 
prefent with Chrif in his doing and dying: »Have 
you got ever fuch a faith of the Son of God as 
to fee and believe that in his redeeming-work 
he was not alone, but that the Father was with 
him. ’ ; Osi 
Quest. How /hall I know if I have the true faith 
of this ? ; BR: 
© Weantfwer, If you have got the faith of this, 
it will make the work of redemption, by Chritt, to 
be very great and glorious in your efteem ; and 
make:you fee, that every thing that Chrift ‘did 
and fuffered, hada ftamp of God upon it,:and 
fome thing of the glory of God fhiningm:1t. 
The faith of this will be the:eye whereby you 
fee the love: of God, to: be the very :root of: re- 
demption: you will be fometimes admiring:the 
wonderful love of God; that not only fent him 
on that faving errand, butalfo came along with 
him; who therefore fays, He that fent me is with 
me. >The faith of .this will make Chrift: very 
precious to you: why? Becanfe the Father was 
always:with him. You will fee:a dignity un- 
f{peakable flowing from this, thatGod was with 
him, and’ God:was in him; iantGod is to be 
found nowhere, in mercy, butwith him. The 
faith of this will:make you:fee:that men may 
be happy; though left aloneand deferted ofall 
the world, as long-as God.is with ‘them ;: and 
happy though faints and difciples fhould leave 
them alone, becaufehappinefs lies not in man’s 
company, butin God's, : You\willreckon them 
happy that have God -with.them, whoevervbe 
againft them, .or away from them: and will 
reckon :yourfelf atnodofs, though you wanted 
the prefence'! of friends andsbrethren. » If you 
have God's prefence; av leatt, ‘if want of that 
fort be bitter, héresis what. you'are fure: can 
fweatendtl totyoudist cic eeavig od joy sioT° 
2. Chrift’s friends are thefe that have expe 
rience of his prefence with themfelves. Ai 
Quest. How fhall-one know ‘that ‘he hath God's 
prefence,feeing many think they bavexGod: with them, 
when yet they are in a delufion? TUE E 
Icannorftand; juftnow, tooffermany marks. 
Only, with reference to the fubject I wastreat- 
ing, enquire if ever you could:fay, for your 
own part, from experience,:J am not alone, for 
the Father is withme.: When father and mother, 
friends and familiars in a world failed you, 
was you made to run away to God, and take 
him for your only true friend,..and to take 
reftto your foul in him; and: particularly, to 
folace yourfelf in hima sa Father, by crying, 


AsBa, Father; viewing him as the God and _ 


Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift;:as a heavenly 
Father in Chrift; as a holy Father; as a righte- 
ous Father; andas a merciful Father in him? 
Can you tell, to your experience, that when 
your mother’s children were angry at you, and per- 
haps, /mote you, and wounded you, and the watch- 
men that went about the city, took away your vail from 
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you ;:0r; when, with Jacob, you was obliged to 
leave your kindred, to forget your father’s houfe, 
and the people that were yours; when friends and 
familiars became your enemies, and former 
comforts became but heavy crofles to you: when 
thefe, or trials of that kind befel you, fo as you 
was, ina manner, left alone, and deferted on 
all hands, then youhave been made to run a- 
way to)\God, and you met with him in Bethel, 
and there he {poke with you, and you with him: 
you mind the time and place where he vifited 
you, and made you pour out your heart before 
him; and run into his bofom for relief; and 
you found you was not alone, becaufe the Fa- 
ther,was with you;..and. found his company 
infinitely: better. than/all the friends and fami- 
liars'in'the world; you got fuch a waff of his 
glorious»goodnefs, as: made you forget your 


-affli¢tion, and remember your mifery no more: 


and though you havenot always the fame com- 
fortable prefenceof God, yet you have thisfign 
of his reab prefence, that you have ay a kindly 
rememberance of the Bethel-vifit he gave, and 

a kindly with, atthe bottom of your heart,ihat 
he wouldrenew the vifit, and:fee you again, 


that your lteart-may: rejoice? 


O thou child of God! come and thare of the 
childrens bread.-Haft thou win to lifp after 


the language!.of Jefus, and to call God your 


Father? ‘Is that’language become fomewhat 
familiartovyou, Father, Father? At leat you are 
helped toatfometimes: as no man can call Fefus, 


Lord, but-by the Spiritof God; fo no man can call 


God, father, but by the Spirit of adoption; under 


the influence whereof, when you {peak toGod, 


and fay} Father; Father; it is not.in a rafh and 
precipitant manner, ‘as thoufands will fay, Our 


Lather which art in beaver, who know not what 


they are faying, but take his\name in vain: 
but: you; believer, when you:call God, Father, 
itis with reverence you: fpeak it; it is with 
fomeholy filial fear you {peak itout; it is with 
fome holy boldnefs,, upon the ground of the 
blood of Chritt, you fay 1t;and it is with hum- 
ble blufhing,as unworthy to be put'among the 
children: you cam hardly {peak this language, 
but in the manner‘the-returning prodigal dids 
faying, Father, I have finned.’ Well, have you 
win to calhChrift’s Father yours, or would you 
fain be-at.it? Andis this the privilege youva- 
lue above all things, and efteem:above all en- 
joyments in the warld, to have the Father with 
you; even to have the gracious prefence of the 
God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
fellowfhip with the Father and the Son? Chrift 
then is faying to you, however black and vile 
in your own eyes, Rife up, my love, my fair one, 
and come away: come to my table, and put ho- 
nour upon my Father, and me, before the 
world, and be not afhamed of me before men. 
Would: you have a meeting with:God? Then 
come, come to mein this ordinance, and you 
fhall not meet with me alone, .but with my 
Father alfo; for, Jam not alone, becaufe the Father 
1s with me. 
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*%&T OW, my friends, you are come to com- 

W memorate the death and fufferings of: 
Chrift, and therein his redeeming love to you, 
together with the love of the Father-that fent 
him, and-was with him in that:work. When 
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Chrift came on this errand, the Father came a- 

long with him, and accompanied with his pre- 

fence, In allChrift’s fufferings, from firft to laft,. 

theFather was with him ee ee 5 him. The 
e 


firft of Chrift’s fufferings in the 


fh, was in 
| his 
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his circumcifion according to the lawon the 
eighth day; the laft of his fufferings »was in 
his crucifixion. 
In the beginning of his fufferings, namely, 
his circumcifion, the Father was with him, may 
I fay, giving him the covenant of circumcifion. 
It is faid, in another fenfe, indeed, of Abraham, 
that God gave him the covenant of circumeifion, Acts 
vii. 8.; for; to him it was a feal of the righteoufne/s 
of faith, and of the covenant of grace: but to Chrift 
‘he gave the covenant of circumcifion.as:a feal 
of the covenant of works, he was to fulfil in 
our room; for, thereby it was fealed, that he 
-became a debtor to do the whole law; J tefafy 
to every man that. is circumcifed, that he is become a 
debtor to do the. whole law, Gal.v. 3; The apoftle’s 
meaning in that word, when it.is applied to 
-any other than Chritt,: is; If you be circumcif- 
ed, or do any duty injoined by the law, and 
think to be juftified thereby, Chrift fhall profit 
you nothing; you are fallen from grace, and 
plunged yourfelf into the gulf of a covenant of 
‘works; for, when you take hold but of one 
link of the chain of that covenant of works, 
or do any thing in hope of juftification by your 
doing, you draw the whole: chain after you, 
which is impoflible; you bring yourfelf under 
an obligation to fulfil the law, both in its pre- 
cept and penalty, and fo bring the curfe of the 
Jaw upon yourtfelf. . But-circumcifion was in- 
deed, to Chrift, a feal of the covenant of works, 
or a fign that he was become a debtor to do the 
whole, and to pay the whole debt of obedience 
to the precept, and {fatisfaction to the penalty 
of the law. Here was, indeed, the mytitery of 
Chrift’s firft fufferings, wherein the Father was 
-with him, giving him the covenant of circum- 
cifion, fealing him to be.the Surety and. debt- 
‘payer in our room. 1. md ad oct” 
In the laft of his fufferings, upon the crofs, 
the Father was with him,-even when he was 
crying out, My God, my God, why haft thou for- 
jaken mé ? Yet then the Father was with him, 
fupporting and enabling him to pay out the 
lait farthing of the debt, that was owing to 
the law; and thus he magnified the law, and 
sade it honourable. And we are now :remember- 
ing that love of God in Chrift. é 
The Jame mghtin which he was betrayed, he took 
bread, &c. . Chrift’s flefh is meat indeed; it is jut 


| othe full payment of all our debt, that we owed 
to law and juftice, that is reprefented by this 


broken bread; J am the bread of life: my Father 


The Father’s 
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andconfciences. “But withal, the power of the . 


Father’s mercy, towards us, was prefent with 
f P 


him, fuftaining and fupporting the Sufferer, © 


who trod the wine-pre/s alone, and of the people there 
was none with him; yea, the Father himfelf was 
not with him, either as a fufferer or fympa- 
thizer, but as°a fuflainer and fupporter: he 
was fo far from being a fufferer or fympathizer 
with him in his fufferings, that he was plea/ed 
to. bruife him; and taking pleafure in his fuffer- 
Ings, not as they were a cruciating and tor- 
menting of Chrift’s human nature, but as they 
werea fatisfaction to divine juftice: and there- 
fore, in that hour of fuffering, the Father was 
only with him»as:a fupporter, ftrengthening. 
him. with one hand, to:bear all the wrath that 
he:could lay upon him with ithe other. “God 
was then, as it were, holding him with ‘one 
hand, by hisomnipotent power, and with the 
other handlafhing him with infinite vengeance, 
or prefling him to death. Two flames met to- 
gether in Chrift upon the crofs; the flame of 
God’s infinite.love to: Chrift;!and the flame of 
his infinite wrath againft fin, and hatred of.it; 


and both were exprefled by Chrift, namely, the | 


full affurance of his infinite love, whemhe cri- 
ed out; My God, 
and feeling of lis infinite wrath, when ‘he cri- 


” 


God ;:and yet the fharp fenfe — 


/ 


\ 


ed, Why haft thou: forfaken me? a queftion notiof 


complaint, but-condolement;! for, at the fame 


time, his heart juftified his righteous: Father, 
faying, Pfal.. xxi. 3. But thowart holy :. and:com= 
mended his Spirit into his Father’s hand, as it 
is expreffed, Pfal. xxxi. 5.:Jnto: thy hand I do:com- 


mit my Spirit, forthowart he\O thou: febovah God of — 


truth, that haft redeemed: me..oChrift, as the pub- 
lic head of all the redeemed; ‘poke here in the 
name of them all, ;when; after the finifhing 
ftroke of juftice-was laid'on, and he had cried, 
it 2s fimfbed, and when he put his Spirit in his 
Father’s hand: Though he alone was the fuf- 
ferer, yet he gives his Father the honour: of 
this redemption work; as his: fupporter; O thou 
Febovah God of truth, thou haft redeemed me: and 
in. me allthe company of-electfinners that thou 
haft: given me... Thus the: Father was: with 
him. STONE Het VAG) EN 
Now, as. the Father was with Chrift, and is 
ftill with him, fo we may: hope he is with you, . 
communicants. If you would know this, en- 
quire how you ftand affected :to the Father's 
prefence with Chrift, and his prefence with you. 
1. How ftand you affected towards his pre- 
fence with Chrif?  Doth-it gladden your heart to 
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think that Chrift was not alone, becaufe the ~ 


Father was with him? The more your heart 


is gladened with a view of this, the more have | 


you of the Father’s prefence with you; for, 


_-whatfhould make you glad on this account, if 
it be not that-you are anointed with the oil of 


i 
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prefence with you? How like you his prefence 
in three refpects? Do you love to be with him? 
that is, to be in with him, to be one with him, 
and to be wp with him. I fhall explain what I 
mean. Do you love to be zm with him, in point 
of agreement and reconciliation? Two cannot 
walk together except they be agreed: Do you love 
to be in with him, in favour with him, and 
would rather be out with all the world than 
not to be in with God? — Again, Do you love 
to be one with him, in point of union; accord- 
ing to Chrift’s prayer to the Father, John xvii. 
21. That they may be onein us? How do youattect 
and relith this onenefs?— And again, Do you 
love to be up with him; I mean, in the mount 
-of communion? If you cannot fay with full 
affurance, Truly our fellow/hip is with the Father, 
and with his Son; yet, can.you fay, Truly this is 
a privilege I would prefer to,thoufands of gold 
and filver? And is it the defire of your fouls, 
not only to dwell in the higher -houfe, and fo 
to be ever. with the Lord; but even to dwell with 


him here below, faying, One thing have Idefired 
. of the Lord, and that will I feek after, that I may 


dwell.in the houfe of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his 
temple? 1s it your heart’s defire to bed and 
board with him?. To ded with him, by lying 
in his bofom; and to deard with him, by living 
on. his bounty, and feafting upon his love? 

O how many fweet ways of being with him 
are expreffed in fcripture! . You may obferve 
which of them {fuits beft with your experience, 
formerly or prefently.. His children are faid 
fometimes to meet with him, and he with them; 
The. Lord God of the Hebrews met with us. They 
are faid to abide with him, and he with them: 
our Lord, {peaking of his Father and himfelf, 
fays, We will come and make our abode with him: 
hence their language, evenafter defertion, Ne- 


vertbele/s I am continually with.thee.. They are faid, 


to fand, with him,upon mount Zion. They are 
faid. to ft with:him at his. table; and when the 
King fits at. bis table their, fpikenard fends. forth. the 
Snell thereof. They are faid to /up with him; J 
will come im and fup with him, and be with me. They. 
are faid.to, walkiwith him; Walk humbly with thy 
God. , And fometimes.they are faid to wreftle 
with him; yea, andto win the day, while,they 
hold-him,. and :wall not let-him go out of their 
arms of faith, love, and prayer;.and, the King 
as held in the galleries. —Hath he been with you, 


~ 
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or is he with you any of ‘thefe ways, and by 
his enlightening, quickening, ftrengthening, 
fanctifying, or comforting prefence? Then, O 
blefs hina! that as Chrift was not alone, but 
had the Father with him; fo you are not alone, 
but have'the Father with you, though friends 
or brethren have left you alone. O blefs him! 
if, on this occafion, he hath given you an ex- 
perimental confutation of the amazing extra- 
vagances of thefe that are prefuming to tear 
our commiffions, and warrant for this work : 
and faying, upon the matter, Where is your God? 
You have left him, and he hath left you, and 
you fhall be left alone for us; yea, excommu- 
nicate and caft out from us: nay, but let them 
know we are not alone, becaufe the Father is 
with us. And asan evidence of the Father’s 
Spirit with us, as he was with Chrift, let us 
even cry, Mather, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do: Father, récover them from the 
error of their minds and way, their darknefs 
and delufion: Father, return to them, and turn 
back thew captivity as ftreams in the fouth, &ex 
Well, if God hath been with you on this oc- 
cafion, then take it asa token for good, that 
all your dlefings are bleffed; and that you are 
bleffed in your bafket and fore: asa token that all 
your crofes- are fanctified, as being the fruits 
and effects of covenanted love; Whom he loveth 
be chafteneth: as a token that all your wants are 
made up, though all worldly comforts fhould 
be removed; He is God all-fufficient: asa token 
that all your fms are pardoned; for, he is pre- 
fent as a fin-pardoning Cod; Be' of good chear, 
thy fins are forgiven thee: as a token alfo that all 
your prayers are accepted, as well as your per- 
fons; for, youare accepted in the Beloved: and as 
a token that all your fears are groundlefs ; for, 
he fays, Fear not, for Lam with you. All things 
therefore fhall work together for your good, be 
they never fo frightful like: he will make the 
wrath of men and devils to praife him) and:to 
profit you, becaufe he is with you.’ ‘You need 
fear no evil, though you were pafling through 
the valley of the thadow of death, becaufe he 
is with you. What»ground of fear can you 
have, when heays,; Fear not, for lam with thee 
I will not leave thee? Yea, though you were left 
of all men,'as Chrift was, yet what he faid, 


you haveright to fay, Yet J am not alone, becaufe’ 
the Father is with me, 
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the father, will love the child. But how may 
we know, if our love toward the children of 
God be of the right fort? This is anfwered, 
ver. 2. By this we know that we love the children 
of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments. 
Then is our love to our neighbour true, when 
it arifes from our love to God, and is founded 
thereupon; for, here he makes love to God, 
the fulfilling of the whole law: andthis is the 
fecond argument for the love of God, namely, 
from the facility and pofibility thereof; For this 
is the love of God, that we keep his commandments ; 
and-his commandments are not grievous, ver. 3. The 
love of God is very poffible to the children of 
God, feeing his commandments are not grievous, 
namely, to believers; for to bea believer, and 
a child of God, are one and the fame thing 
here. Now, to the believer the commands of 
God are not grievous, becaufe, by faith, he 
fulfills the law in Chrift his Head; and becaufe, 
by faith, he is regenerate; and, by virtue of 
his regeneration, hath the love of God and his 
neighbour begun in him, and a new obedience 
according to all the precepts of the law. It is 
true, the commands are grievous to the rege- 
~ nerate, in fo far as they are yet flefh; but not 
fo far as. they are renewed, or as to the fancti- 
fied part: therefore the apoftle explains and 
amplifies this, ver. 4. For whatfoever is born of 
God, overcometh the world: and this 1s the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith. Why is 
it that the commands of God are not grievous 
to God’s children? Becaufe, though the reign- 
ing lufts of thefe that want faith,-make the 
commands of God grievous to them; yet the 
children of God have that faith that conquers 
and overcomes all worldly lufts. Their faith 
hath influence on the mortification of the old 
man, and the vivification of the new man; and 
fo upon the purification of the heart. This is 
the principal way of faith’s overcoming the 
world, namely, by its fubduing and conquer- 
ing worldly lufts, whereby others are captivat- 
ed. This victory over the world, he more par- 
ticularly afcribes to believing, ver. 5. Whos be 
that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that 
Fefus is the Son of God? Why, do not devils be- 
lieve this?) Yea, but they do not apply it to 
themfelyes; they cannot believe that the Son 
of God came for them: but true faith is apph- 
catory and appropriating; applying and ap- 
propriating even the filiation and fonfhip of 
Chrift: leading the man to believe that he is 
God’s adopted fon, upon the account of Chrift, 
who is his natural.Son. But now, 

2dly, We have the confirmation of Chrift’s being 
the. Meffiah, from ver. 6; 7, 8. Having fhewed 
the excellency of faith, and that it confifted in 
a believing that Chrift was the Son of God; 
now he comes to confirm this foundation of 
faith, that Chrift is indeed the Son of God; 
This is be that came by water and blood, even Fefus 


Chrift,, &c. The typical adminiftration of old ' 


was partly by water, and legal wafhing; partly 
by blood, or bloody facrifices.. Now, Chrift came 
to fulfil both thefe types. By working regene- 
ration, he piers that which the legal wa/b- 
ings reprefented; and by purchafing redemption 
and reconciliation with the price of his blood, he 
performs that which the blood of ‘the facrifices 
of old adumbrate and point forth. And here- 
upon the apoftle leads ‘us to the teftimony of 
the Spirit, which believers have within them, 


and {0 Comes more dieCtly to treat of the wit- 
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nefles of Chrift being the Son of God, particu- 
larly the witneffes in heaven, and the witnef- 
fes on earth. bs 

1. The witnefles in heaven, are three, ver. 7. 
For there are three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft; and thefe 
three areone. How eminently did thefe three 
witnefs Chrift’s Sonfhip when he was baptized! 
The Father from heaven with an audible voice, 
faying, This zs my beloved Son, in whom I am well- 
pleafed. The Son prefent in our nature which 
he had affumed. The Holy Ghoft vifibly ap- 
pearing in the fhape of a dove, and refting on’ 
him. And many other ways do thefe three 
witnefles atteft Chrift’s Sonfhip; as in the word; 
in the miracles of Chrift; in the miniftry of 


the gofpel: but, in whatever way, thefe three 


are one; not only one in effence, but one in 
will and confent; they agree in their tefti- 
mony. ‘ 
2. The witnefles on earth are three; the Spi- 
rit, the water, and the blood. Where by the 
Spirit we are to underftand the effufion of the 
Holy Ghoft, and his own immediate manifeft- 
ation. By the water we are to underftand re- 
generation and fan¢tification, reprefented by , 
the old wafhing and cleanfing with water. And, 
by the d/ood we are to underftand redemption: 
and fan¢tification, through the blood of Chrift. 
Thefe give their teftimony to this truth, and 
witnefs that Chrift is the Son of God: and they 
are faid to do it on earth, even in all believers. 

Now, having adduced all thefe witnefles, he 
fhews them all to be divine witnefles; and the 
refufal thereof to be extremely dangerous, for 
thereby we make Goda har. However, theninth 
verfe refers efpecially to the feventh, concern- 
ing the witneffes in heaven; Jf we receive the 
witne/s of men, the witne/s of God is greater: for, 
this is the witneft of God, whith he bath teftified : 
his Son. But ver. 10. where our text lies, hat 
a reference efpecially to the eighth, concerning 
the witnefs on earth; He that believeth on the Son 
of God, hath the witne/s in himfelf. The three on 
earth bear witnefs in the court of the bélievers 
breatt. ' 

In the words of the text you have the believ- 
er defcribed, or his faith‘ accounted for, and uns 
folded, in thefe four things. sid 

(1.) The aé of it; itis called-a believing, name- 
ly, upon the authority of God teftifying and 
declaring what he fhould believe, This believ- 
ing is called a recezving of Chrift; To as many as 
received him,to them gave be power, [Or PRIVILEGE, } 
to become the fons of God, even to them that beheve in 
his name, John i, 12., It is a receiving Chrift, 
and receiving the teftimony concerning him; © 
fetting to the feal that God is true. BeOS 

(2.) The object of this faith: it is a believin 
on the Son of God. ‘This object of faith is ful< 
ly illuftrated in the following verfe, namely, 


This is the record of God, that he bath given to us e- 


ternal life, and this life is in his Son. True faith 
then hath the revelation of Chrift as the only 


begotten, and eternal Son of God, and Saviour 


of the world, for its objeét. ‘This is God’s re- ~ 
cord and teftimony that Chrift is his Son, and 
our Saviour; that he is our falvation and eter- 
nal life by God’s appointment andiconftitution. 


But, 5 pre perieer Fee yh peek 
(3.) We have the evidence of it: fh at believ= 
eth bath the witne/s thereof. By the witne/s here, 
I conceive, we are to underftand what wehave 
in. the eighth verfe, and in the clofe of the fixth. 

; ; cs en O Ic 
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Tt is the Sprit that beareth witnefs, becaufe the 
Spirit is truth. The’Spirit, together with the 
water and blood, is the witnefs on.earth, and 
within believers, which concuis with the wit- 
nefles in heaven, and agrees with them in wit- 
nefling the fame thing, namely, that Chrift 
is the Son of God, and the true Meffias. This 
is the end and defign of all thefe witneffes in 
general. . But the {pecial end and defign of this 
internal witnefs to particular fouls, is, their 
own adoption, filiation, and falvation, through 
this Meffiah. This is exprefsly declared to be 
the end, ver. 13. That ye may know, that ye have e- 
ternal life. ria | 
(4.) You have the jubjec? of it, he hath the 
witnefs cn himfelf. He that believeth the: wit- 
nefs and teftimony of God, teftifying his Son 
to be our life and falvation, he hath the witnefs 
in himfelf, in his own heart, in his own foul: 
He finds and feels him as the Author of faith 
within him. It is not a fluctuating opinion, 
but an internal teftimony; and internal fenfa- 
tion of what God teftifies and {peaks, namely, 
peace and falvation in and through his Son 
Jefus Ghrift. He that believeth in Chrift hath 
the Spirit of Chrift, of whom Chrift hath faid, 
He fhall teftify of me, John xv: 26. And again, 
Fe fhall glorify me; for he fhall receive of mine; and 
Jbew it unto you, John xvi. 14. He teftifies in 
_ the man alfo by water and blood. He, there- 
fore, that believeth hath a fufficient efficacious 
witnefs in himfelf, and needs not feek it elfe- 
where. . o 
Whatis further neceflary for explaining this 
fubject, will come in under the profécution of 
the following doétrine. : 


OpseERy. That true faith carries its own evidence, 


or witne/s, along with it. * 

See for illuftration of this, befides the text; 
the following fcriptures: Eph. it ‘13: After‘ ye 
beheved, ye were fealed with the Holy Spirit’ of pro- 
mife. Rom. viii. 16. The Spirit alfo beareth wit- 
nefs, with our fpirits, that we are: the fons of God. 
I think it was this evidente the apoftle’s faith 
carried along with it; when he faid, 2 Tim. i. 
«32. ERnow in whom T have believed. And the be- 
liever’s, mentioned in the’ clofe of this chapter, 
ver. 20. We know, that thé Son of God is comé, and 
hath given us an underfanding ‘to know bim that ‘is 
true; and we are in him that is trie, even in bis Son 
Fefas Chrift: this is the true God and eternal life. 
“The method we propofe for illuftrating this 
Lapa through the divine favour, fhall 
e the following. Te os 
“I. To enquire what this faith is? . | 
~ Tl. What is that evidence and: witne/s that: it 


... €arries along with it?. 


“Ti. What this-witr efs doth depone.and atteft? 
» IV. What is the quality and. property .of this 
_.,,witnefs that,the believer hath,in himfelf? 
_V. Why true faith hath this. witnefs along 

a 

» VI. Make application of the whole fubject. 

1. We return then to the firft thing propofed, 
viz. to enquire, What true raiTH is? The text 
‘would give us ground to enqiiire into two 
things, viz, 1. lito the eleat; 2 The newe 
oO faye : i 2 as: : at wg EOE ee esaroae 

© iff, "The objec? of it is the’ Sow Of God!” Not 
the Son exclufively: God, Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoft, is the object of our faith; He that 're- 
ceiveth bis teflimony, hath fet to bis feal that Gon iv 

ore chef . = 
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true, John iii. 33. But this'God would be as 
inacceffible to us, as to fallen angels, were it 
not through his Son, who fook not on him the na- 
ture of angels, but the feed of Abraham! therefore it 
follows, in the laft verfe of that third of John, 
He that believeth on the Son of God, hath everlafting 
life: and in the twelfth verfe of this chapter, 
He that hath the Son hath life; he that hath not the 
Son of God, hath not hfe. Faith centers on him 
as the Son of God, as the brightne/s of the Fa- 
ther’s glory, and the expre/s image of his perfon. Weére 
he not God, faith would want a fure founda- 
tion ; Look unto me and be faved, all the ends of the 
earth, for Iam God, and befides me there is none elfe. 
The falvation that we need, is a falvation that 
God only could contrive, that God only could 
purchafe, that God only couldadminifter. This 
is a ftrong fupport to the foul in all things 
thar can difficult it, that he is God, the Son of 
God, God-man, Mediator. 
In a word, I underftand here the Son of God, 
and allthefethings in him, on which faith ter- 
minates. The object of our faith is the Son of 
God, as made of God unto us wi/dom, righteouf- 
nefs, fanctification, and redemption: the Son of God, 
whom God hath fet forth to be the propitiation for our 
jms. When faith takes him up as the Son of 
God, it looks on him as a glorious objeét ; More 
glorious than the mountains of prey: as an ableSavi- 
our; Able to fave to the uttermoft, being the Son of 
God: as one dear and near to God, and if whom 
God cannot but be well-pleafed; he is well- 
pléafed with him as his own Son, and well- 
pleafed with"him as our Saviour, and well- 
pleafed in him: This is my ‘beloved Son; in whom I 
am ‘well-pleafed, Matth. iii. 17. 

~-2dly, As to the nature of faith: it is not my 
defign to enlarge upon it at prefent; only, a 
fhort account of fuch ‘aS believe on'the Son of 
God, you may take in'the following particu- 
lars. Seen a : 
1. He that believeth on the Son of God; that is, 
he who is /elf-condemned, and hath the fentence 
of the law pronounced in his '‘confciencé, and 
thereupon finds himfelf loft and undone with- 
out Chrift; The Son of man came to feek and fave that 
which was lof. ‘The whole need not the phyfician, but 
they that are fick. For whom then is confolation 
prepared, “but for thefe that aré caft’ down? 
For whom is wifdom, “but for the foolith? 
For whom juttification, but for the guilty? 
For whom ‘fanctification, ‘but for the filthy? 
For whom falvation, but forthe finner? ~ 

2. He that believeth; that is, he that hath no 
expectation from' the Jaw asa covenant of 
works, whom the Lord hath divorced’ from that 
hufband, in order to his efpoufal to Chrift, who 
fees his own righteoufnets to be filthy rags, a 
bed fhorterthan that he can ftretch himfelf up- 
on; a covering narrower than that hecan wrap 
himfelf into; who finds his beft duties and ho- 
linefs cannot over-mantlée him, and be proof 
againft the confuming fire of God’s infinite ju- 
ftice, which réquires infinite fatisfaction ; or 
vindicate Gad’s infinite holinefs, which requires 
perfect dbediénce = Se a 

' 3) He that bekeveth ; that is, he to whom the 
Son‘of God hath been ‘made known and revealed, 
according to that of our Lord, / thank. thee, O' 


Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou haft hid — 
thefe things from the wife and prudent, and haft res 
vealed them 'to babes. If our gofpel be hid, it is bid 
to them that are lof, &c. But God who commanded 
light to fhine out of darkneft, hath bined into our Beart, 

to 
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to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, in the face of Fefus. Accordingly, every be- 
liever hath got the Spirit of wifdom, and reve- 
lation in the knowledge of Chrift. 

4. He that believeth; that is, he who, from 
the difcovery of his glory, hath had his Leart 
drawn out toward him as the Lord his righteou/ne/s 
and firengih; his righteoufnefs, for juftification ; 
his ftrength, for fan¢tification. The man hav- 
ing feen his fittednefs every way for his Me- 
diatory work, his eye hath affected his heart, 
and his heart made to go out after Chrift, and 
to fettle in him as the running river fettles in 
the ocean. The man before this was unfixed, 
unfettled, running hither and thither; but 
now, having come to Chrift, he.is at reft, and 
hath no further courfe: Whom have J im heaven 
but thee? and there is none upon the earth that I defire 
befides thee. ! . 

5. He that beheveth; thatis, he that lves upon 
bim, who by faith draws virtue from him, for 
every thing that appertains to life and godli- 
nefs. The man hath caft himfelf into his 
arms, to fink or fwim with him: he is fwal- 
lowed up wholly in Chrift as his all mall; his 
ALL, for light, life, ftrength, joy, grace, and 
glory. ; 
6. He that believeth; that is, he whofe faith 
avorks by love, and draws out love. See verfe 
firtt of this chapter.—But thefe things I do not 
infift upon. 


Il, What is that wrrness that the believer 
hath in himfelf? This, according to the ex- 


plication I gave, is threefold, as in verfe 8th, 


namely, the Spirit, the Water, and the Blood. 
iff, The Spirit, by his own immediate tefti- 
mony The Spirit beareth wntne/s with our fpirits, 
Rom. viii.16. TheSpirit, by himfelf, witned- 
fes in a diftinct way from that which is by wa- 
ter and blood, by fheding abroad the love of 
God. upon the heart; in a foul-ravifhing, way: 
and ordinarily he makes the word ufeful in 
this way of witnefling; or, if not an exprefs 
word, yet fome fcriptural confideration. Now, 
that the Spirit doth witnefs in believers this, 
way, diftinét from the water and blood,, is.e- 
vident,; ; reyfi ey A Ae 
1, From the apoftle’s aferibing it to the Spirit 
himfelf, in that forecited Rom. viii. 16. . It is 


not faid, the Spirit, but.,the Spirit himfelf. The 


graces of the Spirit are witnefles; for, every 


effect is a witnefs of its caufe: but the Sprit 
bim/elf doth it, fays Paul. A man does many 
things by, his fubftitute;, but when he is faid 
to do.it himfelf, it argues his doing in his own. 
perfon. .- 


and promifes to witnefs immediately. to.a man, 


when. the Spirit applies them;..fuch as that, 


Fear-not, for am with thee: Son, be of good cheary 
thy fins are-forgiven thee. Now, the Spirit doth, 


_ apply fuch words to particular fouls; for, they. 


are ordained on purpofe for the believer's ftrong. 
confolation: and the believer hath.a right to 
them, being in Chrift, in whom all the, promifes. 


_ are Yea.and Amen: and the Spirit is promifed to 


om” 
a 


take of the things of Chrift, and fhew them to, 
his people. . Nev ni ASS 
- 3. It is evident from the nzumber of ‘the wit- 
nefles that are here owned in the context, there 
are three that bear witnefs on earth. Now, if 
the Spirit fhould not be a ‘diftinét witnefs from 
the water and blood, then there would not be 


THE BELIEVER’s INTERNAL: WITNESS; OR,» 


2. Itis evident from the fine/sof many words. 
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three. . The water,and.blood are not fufficient 
of themfelves to witnefs: .but the Spirit wit- 
nefling by water, is but one witnefs; and the 
Spirit witnefling by the blood, is but one wit- 


nefs; and therefore, if the Spirit had not a di- 


ftinct way of witnefling from its concurrence 
with thefe, there would be but wo not three 
witnefles. The Spirit witnefles with the blood 
and water ;. but, befide, he hatha diftin& way; 
enlarging the foul with the joy of God’s falva- 
tion, in a more immediate way. . 
4. It isevident from the experience of the faints: 
Many of them have been brought to affurance 
in thisimmediate way; and not merely by re- 
flection upon marks, and figns, and qualifica- 
tions within, which is the Spirit's witnefling 
by water, or fanctification. It is true, that 


light that is darted in into the foul doth dif- ~ 


cover grace, infomuch, that when the Spirit 
doth fufpend his operations, the rememberance 
of the graces, that were then acted, may con- 


firm and evidence to the foul, that it:was re- 


ally the Spirit himfelf.that was, witnefing 
within the man. pers. bees 

2dly, Another witnefs is the Water’; that is, 
fanctification ; which ,was, under the law, ty- 
pified by wa/hing : and it is called the wa/hing 
of regeneration, ‘Lit. iil. 5. Now, that the Spirit 
doth witnefs in the believer by water, or by 
fanctification, is evident, 


1. Becaufe it is exprefly here called a witne/s; 


and there could not bethree, if this Were not 
one. ce 

2. Becaufe it is reckoned amongit the pecu- 
liar favours that, believers receive from Chrift; 
that he is made of God unto them /anéfification, 
1. Cor, 1.30% 


°°3, Becaufe there is a necéflary connexion be- 


twixt it and falvation ; We are chofen to falvation, 
through fanctification of the Spirit, fays the apoftle, 
2.Thefl. ii.,13.: therefore, they are faid alfo to 
have znberitance among ft. them that are fanctified by 


faith, Acts xxvi, 18, “Whatever hath; falvation 


coupled with. it,. being difcovered,.muft needs 


_1. Becaufe it is here cal/ed'a witnefs, and’ that 
diftiné? fromthe ‘Spirit and the ‘water, 
* 2. Becaufe this’ blood and '‘righteoufnefs ‘of * 
Chrift-is the ground of our‘ boldnefs and’ con- 
fidence ; Havihgboldie/s-to enter'into the holi¢ft of 
all by the blood of Fefus, Heb.x.19. = = 
3. Becaufe the application of this blood‘ of 
Ghrift is by faith, which, makes it witnefling 
blood; for, -the blood cannat/witnefs. unlefs. it 
be.appropriated and applied: ‘now, it is:the 
office of faith to make that general propofition 


of Chirft’s fheding his blood, for the Redemp-, ~ 


tion and reconciliation of \finners, to'be of a 
particular advantage to the foul; for, God. is: 
the juflifier of bim that believeth, in Fefas.:\ Thus, 
he that believeth hath the witne/s.in bim/elf.. blr 
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the ‘dlo0d feems to be a clearer evidence than 
that of the water, which many timesis fo. mud- 
dy that its teltimony cannot well be perceived : 
for, though a man, that hath no, fanctification 
at all, which is’ the witnefs of water, cannot 
have the witnefs°of the Spirit or the. blood; 
yet fanctification may ly dark, and yet the Spi- 
rit’and the blood may witnefs within :-him: as 
ina dark day, a man may conclude the fun is 
up, though he cannot fee it ;.fo aman, acting 
faith on the blood of Chrift;;may conclude his 
fandtity, though he cannot feethis own fancti- 
fication: and the not. drawing’this conclufion, 
is the‘occafion of many fears;,doubts, and dif- 
quietments inithe fouls of believers. tad 


~ IH) What doth the witnefs, that the believer 
hath within him depone and utie#?  For,~we 
may {peak of thefe three as one, becaufe they 
agree in one, as it is verfe Sth. ase 

We reply tothis in general. This threefold 
. -witnefs, that ‘the "believer hath within him, 
doth teftify, that CurisT is the Son ofGod, which 
is ‘the general fcope of the preceding: part of 
the chapter: they teftify that he is the true Me/- 
Jfiab, the only Saviour, «whom,God the Father 
hath fealed and authorized'to be our Redeemer: 
that-God hath given us eternal life, and this life is 
in ‘bis Son. : More particularly, 
- ©a) The witnefs that the believer hath within 
himfelf doth teftify and:depone, that the be- 
liever hath an union to, and itere? 1m Chritt; 
that be is in him that is true, even in his Son Fefus 
Chrift; ver. 20." g 

Perhaps you may fay, How /hall I know if I 
be in. Chrift, orhave ‘an interefhin him? 

Indeed, you cannot know unlefs this three- 
fold’ witnefs atteft it; without them you can- 
not know it:-but any one of them will difco- 
verit. If you have either the Spirit’s immedi- 

ate teftimony; or the witnefs of water, in fanc- 
tification ; or the-witnefs of blood, in: juftifica- 
tion, you may thence conclude, as if you heard 
it by an audible voice from heaven; yea, and 
much more furely, than by any voice from 
menor angels, that Chrift is yours, and ye 
are Chrift’s;:in regard, none of thefe witnefles 
can depone any thing but matter of fact: there- 
fore, when the witnefs fpeaks, the man can 
fay, My Beloved is mine, and Tam his; I am my Be- 
loved’s, and my Beloved is mune, Song i. 16. Vi. 3. 
* 2; This witnefs that the believer hath‘in him- 
felf doth atteft and depone, that he is a child of 
God; for, the Spirit witneffeth with our fpirits that 
we are the fous of God. Rom. viii. 36. We are the 
children of God by faith, Gal..iii. 26. And to as 
many as‘received him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the fons of God, John i. 12. Now, the wit- 
nefs within doth declare this, becaufe it wit- 
neffeth that the man is a believer that hath re- 
_ ceived Chrift: for, by the by, it witneffeth that 
his faith is no fancy, or delufion, but the work 
of God; a faith of God's operation, which once he 
had not, and now he hath, which no man 
could effectuate but the power and grace of 
God; and therefore the witnefs gives the man 
a perfuafion, that as all that receive and believe 
in Chrift, have authority to become the chil- 
- dren of God; fo, he in particular, thus believ- 
ing and receiving him, is a child of God. 
. 3, This witnefs that the believer hath with- 
- in him doth atteft and depone, that he is freed 
from condemnation, and reconciled to God; for, there 
~ ts no condemnation to them that are in Chri, Rom. 
4 VoL. I. - 
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Vili. 265 He that believeth on him, isnot condemned, 
John ii. 18. . Chrift was condemned, that the 
believer might not be condemned. Nay, in- 
flead of condemnation, the depofition of the wit- 
nefs-declares, that he is ab/olved for ever from 
condemnation, and hath peace with God; for, 
we bhave peace, throuxh the blood of his croft; and, 
being guftified by faith, we have peace with God. 
4. The witnefs that the believer hath with- 
in, doth depone,,that he fhall be /aved eternal- 
ly; that he hath eternal life in Chrilt: fee verfe 
13th of this chapter; He that hath the Son, hath 
life: He that believeth fhall be faved. Salvation 
and, eternal life-is,attefted by:the depofition of 
this witnefs within; for, according to the clear- 
nefs of the teftimony, that the witnefs gives, 
fuch‘is the believer's affurance of eternal life. 
See 2 Cor. v. 1. Job xix.25. It was by virtue of 
this witnefs {peaking in Paul, that he was able 
tofay, have fought the good fight, Ihave kept the 
Jaith ; henceforth there is laid up for meacrown which 
the Lord, the righteous Fudge, fball give unto me, 
2 Tim» lv. 7. — 

4. The witnefs that the believer hath within 
him, does teftify and depone, that nothing can 
be laid to his charge,Rom. vill. 33. Who /ball lay 
any thing. to the charge of God's elect? It 1s God that 
jufifes. The witnefs depones, that ju/fice can 
lay nothing to his charge, becaufe Chrift hath 
cleared off juftice,to the full: it depones, that 
the /aw can lay nothing to his charge, becaufe 
Chrift hath ftopt its mouth with a perfect obe- 
dience: it depones, that Satan can lay nothing 
to his charge, becaufe Chrift hath bruifed the 
head of the ferpent, and judged the prince of 
this world: it.;depones, that con/cience.can lay 
nothing juftly to. his charge; for, when. the 
confcience is {prinkled with the blood of Chritt, 
which is a concurring witnefs, here all its ac- 
cufations fall.to.the ground... If God be for a 
man, who can. be againft him? 

6. The witnefs that the believer hath within 
him does fometimes depone and atteft, that 
the union betwixt Chrift and him 1s infeparable 
and indiffolvable;. that neither death nor devils 
fhall part Chriftand him; Jam perfuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, /hall be 
able to:feparate us from the love of God, which is in 
Chrift Fefus our Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 39. The wit- 
nefs doth atteft that his market is made for 
ever; that he /hall be for ever with the Lord; that 
his Redeemer liveth, and though after his fkin, 
worms defiroy this body, yet in his flefh fhall he fee 
God; that this corruption fhall put on incorruption ; 
and that death fhall be fwallowed up i victory. 

In a word, the witnefs doth fometimes de- 
pone, that all things /hall. work together for his 
good; that though the Lord fhould bide his face, 
yet he will return with everlafiing kindnefs; yea, 
that though he fall, he /hall arife; and though 
he fit in darkne/s, the Lord will be a light to him; 
that his grace hall be fufficient for him; that the 
lines are fallen to him in pleafant places, and that he 
hath a goodly heritage; that this God is his God for 
ever and ever, and will be his guide even unto death; 
that he wll never leave him, nor forfake him, but 
keep him by bis power, through faith unto falvation ; 
that the God of peace will bruife Satan under bis feet ; 
that he /hall overcome through the blood of the Lamb; 
that when 4e /ball appear he fhall be like him, for 
he fhall fee him as be 1s; that though he walk through 
the'valley of the /hadow of death, yet he needs fear 
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no evil, for his rod and his flaff /ball comfort him; 
that he fhall come to Zion with jongs, and with 
everlafting joy upon bis head; that he /hall obtam joy 
and gladne/s, and forrow and fighing fhall fly away.— 
Thefe, and many fuch things of the like na- 
ture, doth the witnefs atteft and depone, when 
it fpeaks: but though the believer hath: the 
witnefs in himfelf, yet this witnefs doth not 
always fpeak within him; but when it fpeaks, 
its depofition and teftimony make one or other 
of thefe things as clear as daylight to the be- 
liever. A waff of the Spirit’s teftimony, either 
by himfelf, or by the water and blood, »is fuf- 
ficient to affure him of all this. I come’now, 


IV. To the fourth thing, namely, The qua- 
LiITieEs of this witnefs which the believer hath 
within himfelf. What fort‘of a -witnefs is it? 

1. It is a credible witnefs thatthe believer hath 
in himfelf, that cannot go about to deceive us. 
The Spirit cannot deceive; for, the Spirit is truth, 
ver. 6.; he is the God of truth; one God with the 
Father and Son. The water cannot deceive ; 
for fanctification is the very image of God, and 
holinefs cannot lye. The d/ood cannot deceive; 
for, it is the precious blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb 
without blemifh, and without fpot. Befides, that 
water and blood do not witnefs without the 
Spirit, which makes the witnefs of undoubted 
credibility ; yea, there was never fuch a cre- 
dible witnefs in the world, as the believer hath 
within him. 

2. It is a competent witnefs. As the witnefs the 
believer hath cannot deceive, neither can it be 
deceived. Other witnefles may be, and have 
been deceived ; and fo their atteftations may be 


falfe: but the Spirit of God cannot be deceived, : 


either when he witnefles immediately, or by 
the water and blood. People may deceive 
themfelves with a vain confidence, and falfe 
affurance, becaufe their blind mind, and erring 
confciences may be deceived; but the believer, 
that hath this witnefs in himfelf, may be fure, 
that as his witnefs cannot be deceived, fo he 
may depend upon the teftimony thereof, be- 
caufe it is truth, and no lye is of the truth, 1 John 
ii, 21,—27. The fame anointing teacheth all things, 
and 1s truth, and is no lye, &c. And fo, 

3. It isa true and faithful witnefs. This is 
plain from what is faid. Ifit be a credible wit- 
nefs, that will not deceive; and’a competent 
witnefs, that cannot be deceived; then it.is a 
true and faithful witnefs. This is a title that 
is given to Chrift; and it may be given to his 
witnefles alfo, that witnefs for him: the three 
that bear record on earth witnefs truly for him, 
as wellas the Three that bear record in heaven. 
The witnefs that the believer hath in himfelf 
is fteady, will not fay and gainfay; it will not 
atteft the truth, and then retract. 
the believer himfelf may draw back; when 
the light of the Spirit is gone, he may be ready 
to throw all the witnefles depofitions away, 


faying, Alas! I thought Thad feen God in fuch 


a way, and heard his voice, and felt his love; 
but now [fear I was miftaken: Butthe witnefs 
itfelf will not retract; for, whenever the Spirit 
fhines on his own work again, then he attefts 
the fame thing again, and makes the foul that 
remembered God, and was troubled, now to remember 
again the years of the right-hand of the Moft High. 

4. It is a concurring witnefs that the believer 
hath in himfelf. The Spirit witnefleth together 
with the water and the blood; and thefe three 
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agree in.one: and; you know, by the mouth of iwo 
or three witneffes every word fhall.be efiablifhed. It 
is true, the Spiritmay witnefs by water, or by 
graces and experiences; when he does not wit-- 
nefs by his own immediate, teftimony; and, 
perhaps, may witnefs by his own immediate 
teftimony,* when his witnefs by blood and wa-; 
ter is not fo clear: but yet, as thefe three may 
witnefs conjunétly all at once; fo, though they 
witnefs feverally, yet whenever any of them 
witnefs, they, concur in attefting the fame 
thing: the one‘never witnefles the contrary of 
what the other :witnefled. « «~ aT RR REL 

§. It is an‘ evident and clear witnefs that the 
believer hath» im ‘himfelf: it is not dark, but 
clear; therefore called THE witne/s, by way of 
eminéncy and:evidence: Itis true, the witnef- 
fing of the Spirit admits of degrees;. as the 
operations of the Spirit’ are.4t One time. more, 
powerful and manifeft than) at -another; fo, 
may the foul’s perfuafion of ats adoption yrit 
be, which is one of the great things that Itold: 
you the witnefs doth depone.”) ~At one time he 
acts fo powerfully, as that all fears and doubts 
are banifhed; at another time it may not be fo; 
clear, but much overclouded, and yet accom-\ - 
panied with fome degrees: of perfuafion that’ 
Chrift istheirs, even though faith be weak.» A» 
rich man’s window may be widerthan a poor, 
man’s, and fo the fun may make his houfe the 
more light, that the things within it may be! 
the better difcerned; but the: poor:man may’ 
really enjoy the beams of the fun, and fee what: 
is in his houfe: fo the pooreft, the weakeft be-) 
liever may know the Spirit hath fhined into 
his heart, as. wellas others, that enjoy brighter\ 
beams than he hath been acquainted with; 

6. It is'an internal witnefs; he hath the wit-! 
nefs in him/elf. You -will fay; In: what court: 
doth this witnefs depone?) Why, it is'even im: 
the court of confcience; he hath the witnefs in 
himfelf: and he ftillchath the -witnefs in him=-: 
felf, though the witnefs be not ftill actually 
deponing in that court: fee 2 Gor. i, 12.. The’ 
beliéver may not only fay withJob,-My witne/s: 
is in heaven, and my record is on high; but alfo, 
my witnefs is on earth, and:my: record 18 in; » 
my bofom. He hath the witnefs inchimfelf. 


-'V. The next thing was the REasons whyqit: 
is that the believer hath the witnefs in himfelf? 
Why doth true faith carry it witnefs along with 
it? It doth fo for the following reafons. > %'~ 

1. To diftinguifh it from fa//e faith, which 
hath ‘no: fuch witnefs. ‘The Spirit of God will 
not give witnefs toa lye. Falfe and delufory, 
faith is a lye; and none bear witnefs to it but 
the devil, who is the father of lics. Some will fay,, 
“God forbid, but we believe in the Son of 
“ God; wenevermadea fcruple about believ-_ 
“ ing that.” Well, we may tell fuch perfons, 
that they are deceiving themfelves: but they 
will not believe us as long as the devil is con- 
firming them in their lye. But herein true 
faith is diftinguifhed from falfe; the man hath 
the witnefs in himfelf. . me 

2. True faith hath the witnefs to demonffrate 
it to be true faith, and to put honour on this. 


-workmanfhip of God. God’s work muft have 


God’s witnefs; and this is the mark and feal 
that God puts upon the forehead of-all the fol- 
lowers of the Lamb. This mark diftinguithes 
it from falfe faith, and demonftrates it to be 
true faith: God appends his feal to his own ~ 
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grace of faith; In whom, after ye believed, ye were 
Jealed with the holy Spirit of promife, Eph. i. 13. 

’ 3. True believers have the witne{s in them- 
felves becaufe true faith receives the witnefs ; 
this is the office of faith, Gal, iii. 14. That the 
blefing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, 
through Fefus Chri, that we might receive the promife 
of the Spirit through faith. And, ver. 2. Received 
ve the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hear- 
ing of faith?» Faith takes hold of the Spirit;. it 
takes hold of the water; it takes hold of the 
blood: it takes.in the witnefs;. and fo the be- 
liever hath the witnefs in himfelf. 

_ 4. Believers have the witnefs in themfelves 
becaufe God hath promifed this. witnefs to aé- 
tend believing. See a {weet promife of it, John 
Vil. 37, 38. He that believeth on me, as the fcripture 
hath faid, out of his belly fhall flow rivers of hving 
water; &c. See this water further fpoken of, 
John iv. 14. The water that I fhall give him, fall 
be in. bim a well of water fpringing up to everlafting 
hfe; that is, even the Spirit witnefling by wa- 
ter, or fanctification. 

5. He that believeth hath the witnefs in him- 
_ felf, becaufeoutward witnefles cannot clear him 
with any comfortable evidence; and the Lord 
wills that believers fhould have frrong con/olation, 
who have fled for refuge to lay hold-upon the hope fet 
before them: but now, no means, no ordinances, 
no inftruments, can clear, or comfortably atteft 
his intereft in Chrift, his fonfhip, or reconcilia- 
tion, unlefs the Spirit of Chrift witnefs within 
him. The white of a wall can as foon make 
day, as minifters, or outward means, can give 
comfort or clearnefs to a believer, unlefs the: 


Spirit of the Lord concur with the mean, and: 


witnefs in the man’s bofom, either by himfelf, 
or by water, or by blood. 


6. He that believeth hath the witnefs in him-. 


felf, becaufe true faith hath many /a//e witnefles 
to rife up againft it. The devil is a falfe wit- 
nefs, that many times fuggefts to the poor be- 
liever, faying, Thou haft no part nor lot in 
Chrift; thou haft no inheritance in the Son of 
Jefle: and, indeed, his faith would faint and 
fail, if he had not a witnefs in himfelf to de- 
clare the contrary. The wicked world are fome- 
times falfe witnefles, that accufe the~believer 
of being a vain pretender; that he is nothing 
but a hypocrite: but having a witnefs in him- 
felf, it makes him éafy.. His carnal reafon is 
- alfo another falfe witnefs: “ Why, fays carnal 
. “ reafon, do you believe that God will have 
“ mercy on the like of you? Do you think that 
“all the fweet promifes of the covenant will 
“ be made out toyou? Do you think that fuch 
“a privilege as an intereft in God and Chrift 
“ belongs to you?, Many fuch falfe witnefles 
rife up againft faith; and therefore the believer 
needs to have this true witnefs within, that 
faith may be able tohold up its head. He that 
beheveth hath the witne/s in himfelf. 1 come now, 


VI. To the fixth and laft- thing of the gene- 
ral method, viz. The application; which we fhall 
effay in an ufe of information, trial, and ex- 
hortation. 

The firft ufe may be of information, Is it fo, 
That he that beheveth hath the witne/s in bim/elf? 
Hence fee, => Etec Sipe t J 

1. That though faith alone juttifies, yet juftify- 
ing faith is not alone; it hath its witne{s with 
it, even the witnefs of the Spirit, the water, 
and the blood; namely, manifett fanCtification, 
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as well as juftification. This removes the re« 
proach that Papifts and ignorant Proteftants caft 
upon the do¢trine of faith,.and juftification 
thereby alone, as if thus we were enemies to 
holinefs and fantification: but, though faith 
alone juflify, yet juftifying faith is not alone; 
it hath the witnefs with it, and particularly 
the witnefs of the water; thatis, the fanctify- 
ing graces, fruits, and operations of the Spirit. 

2. Hence fee how fal/e pretenders to faith may 
be unmaiked and difcovered: if none but he 
that truly believes on the Son of God hath the 
witnefs in himfelf, then the faith that hath no 
fuch witnefs is but.a falfe faith. .. Never con- 
clude that you have true faith, unlefs you find, 
or at leaft have found, the witnefs within you 
giving teftimony thereto. If you know no- 
thing more or lefs of this witnefs, then it is 
plain, you know nothing of true faith; for, it 
is exprefly faid of all believers, weak or ftrong, 
He that believeth on the Son of God, bath the witne/s 
in bimfelf. What have you to fay, man, woman? 


- If you were upon your death-bed,and wefhould 
‘afk you, as we have done at fome,.if ever you 


have been made to believe on the Son of God? 
Yes, fay you; but then we. afk what evidence 
you can give of your faith? Can you produce 
your witnefs to atteft?. Can you bring forth the 
rings, the bracelet, and fignet, the pledges and 
pawns of his love? Alas! that many people in 
that. cafe, either they can fay nothing, or elfe 
nothing to the purpofe: and all that fome can 
fay is much. worfe than if they could fay no- 
thing, while they were never brought out of 
their lying refuges, but go down to the grave 
with a lye in their right-hand. 

3. Hence fee, what.is the true matter of a be- 
liever’s confidence and affurance; why, they 
have the witnefs in themfelves: and whenever 
the witnefs {peaks, then they not only believe, 
but believe and are fure; ‘not only that he is 
Chrift, the Son of the living God, but that he 
is their Lord and their God... And-«thus the 
man’s affurance is not. built upon: a wavering 
foundation: though he may waver himfelf, 
yet the foundation ftands.fure; itis built upon 
the teftimony of God, or Gad’s witnefles and 
deponents within him, which cannot atteft 
a lye. 

4. Hence fee, that the believer’s doubts, and 
fears, and jealotifies are inexcu/able and unwar- 
rantable; for, he hath the witnefs in himfelf : 
and his unbelieving doubts do nothing but 
give the lye to God’s witnefs that is in him. 
Indeed, the clamours of unbelief. may fome- 
times drown the voice of this witnefs, when it 
is not {peaking audibly; and the Spirit, who 
is the principal witnefs, being fometimes griev- 
ed, may ceafe to depone; but if the witnefs 
hath attefted your intereft in Chrift, your fon- 
fhip, your peace with God, O beware of fuch 
unbelieving jealoufies as tend to deny what the 


‘witnefs hath declared ; for, this is to bear falfe 


witnefs againft God: if you be left utterly in ~ 
the dark, rather fufpend your judgment, and 
fay nothing, than to fay otherwife than the 
witnefs hath faid; delay your own verdié till 
once your witnefs {peak again: and while it is 
filent, fay not, that either its depofition was 
falfe, dark, or fallacious; that it was a fancy 
or delufion: {peak not an ill word of your wit- 
ne{s, left you thereby reproach God. “When 
matters are at the worit with you, rather {peak 
for God than againft him. Your fears and 
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doubts are no religion, but fo many lies againft 
the witnefs. 

5. Hence fee, what itis that may /upport a 
child of God amidft trials that he meets with 
in the world. He may be tried before feveral 
bars. He may be tried at the bar of providence ; 
one affliction on the back of another may try 
what mettal he is of, and put him to all the 
corners of thé fadle, as we {peak. He may be 
tried at the bar-of God’s law; 1t may examine 
and weigh him in its balance to fee what weight 
he bears, what conformity he hath to its pre- 
cepts. He may be tried at the bar of con/cience, 
and there accufed of innumerable imperfecti- 
ons. He may be tried at the devil’s bar, and 
there he may be winnowed and fifted as wheat. 
He may be tried at. the bar of men, and brought 
before governors and kings for Chrift’s fake, 
falfely accufed. — Well, whatever bars he be 
fet before, the witnefs within him is ready to 
appear at the bar with him: and whenever it 
fpeaks, it will bear him out, and bear him up, 
and anfwer all that can be faid againft him, 
with one word; Jf God be for me, who fhall be a- 
gainft me? It is God that juftifeth me, who is he that 
ball condemn me? One word of this witnefs will 
anfwer a thoufand accufations: the fecret tef- 
timony thereof will bear up the foul under a 
world of difficulties. See Prov. xiv. 14. A good 
man fball be fatisfied from himjelf. 

6, Hence fee, what a Jonely, defolate ftate an 
unbeliever isin. If he that believeth hath the 
witnefs in himfelf, then he that believeth not 
hath no fuch witnefs. An unbeliever wants a 
good bofom friend a believer hath. He that 
wants this witnefs in himfelf, wants good com- 
pany within doors. There is no better compa- 
ny in the world than this witnefs that the be- 
lieverhath. But the unbelieveris defolate and 
deftitute in this refpect: he hath no fuch com- 
pany; yea, he hath the quite contrary, he hath 
the devil and an ill confcience within him: he 
may have an erring confcience, that may at- 
teft a lye unto him and deceive him, to which 
thedevil may concur, by keeping all quiet with- 
in; for, While the ftrong man keeps the houfe, the 
goods are at peace: or he may havea feared con- 
{cience, that may atteft nothing good nor bad, 
being ftupified, and feared as well as hot iron. 


The /econd ufe may be for examination. If he 
that believeth hath the witnefs in himfelf, then 
try if you be believers indeed; or, if you can pro- 
duce the witnefles of your faith. This inqui- 
ry is neceflary to give fatisfaction to the doubt- 
ing, by differencing the teftimony of the Spirit 
from the delufions of Satan, and the fingle tef- 
timony of our own {piyits; and neceflary to 
confirm and eftablifh thefe that enjoy this pri- 
vilege of the witnefs within them. For your 
trial then, I would, 1.Offer fome general marks 
of thefe that enjoy the true witnefs within them. 
2. Some more particular marks of the witne/ffing 
of the Spirit, the water, and the blood, 

if, In general, I would offer you thefe marks 
of a perfon that enjoys the witnefs in himéelf, 
upon his believing in the Son of God. 

1. This witnefs fills the foul with a high 
_ and inexpreflible admiration of the love of God, 
in bringingit into the number of his children, 


Behold! what manner of love the Father hath beftow- 


ed on us, that we fhould be called the fons of God! 
t John ii. 1. The foul fees God’s wonderful 
love of good-will in the contrivance of its a- 
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doption and falvation; and fees that it would 
have nonpluft all the creatures; and fo ad- . 
mires that ever God fo loved the word. The man 
admires God’s love of compaflion towards it 
in the many ftrivings with it while it was in 
a natural condition. He admires his love of 
delight which is difcovered::O that ever he 
fhould take pleafure in fuch a worm! And fo 
alfo admires his infinite condefcenfion, that e- 
ver he looked upon fuch an unworthy wretch. 
He admires and wonders at the glory and ex- 
cellency of the things which he is by the wit- 
nefs aflured of: does he find the cleanfing vir- 
tue of the blood of Chrift? Othen, he fees an 
extraordinary glory and excellency in this blood 
and righteoufnefs of Chrift; he prized it before, 
but now more than ever, when he finds the 
witnefs in himfelf. | ae 

2. This witnefs fills the foul with kindly 
Jorrow and felf-correction for former unkindnefs — 
offered to the Lord. Oh! fays the foul, how’ 
miferably have I forgotten the Lord thefe ma-: 
ny days and years bygone! And yet now I fee 
he hath not been forgetting me; for, now I feel 
his love: and fo the foul takes God’s partagainft - 
itfelf more thanever. The cleareft fight of God’ 
caufes greateft felf-abhorrency; whereas'a de- 
lufion puffs up: and though hypocrites may 
have a {hadow of humility at other times; yet 
there is leaft appearance of it under their high- 
eft attainments. Peter, after a love-look of 
Chrift, O how he fighs and fobs, melts and’ 
mourns at the rememberance of his former 
denial of his mafter: under fuch heart-ravith- 
ing revelations this doth pierce and wound the 
foul, that the Lord fhould have had fuch un- 
fuitable and ungrateful returns from it, after 
many large expreflions of his love: He looks on 
him whom he pierced, and mourns. 

3.. This witnefs, when enjoyed, fills the foul 
with great defires and endeavours after heart- 
purification; John ili. 3. He that hath this hope in 
him, purifieth himfelf, even as he is pure. ~ Delufi- 
-ons tend fome way or other to unholinefs; Sa-. ° 
tan drives at fome corrupt defign therein: but 
the true witnefs procures an expulfion of Satan. 
As Chrift proved himfelf to be no impoftor, by 
his cafting out Satan, Matth. xii. 22; fo, if the 
witnefs within tends to the cafting out of Sa- 
tan, this {hews it to be no delufion: for, the 
binding of the ftrong man mutt be by the Spi- ° 
rit; for he only is the ftronger: and, indeed, 
when Satan fees himfelf caft out, he will be 
incenfed; and hence floods of new temptations _ 
are to be expected, Rev. xii. 13, 14. And this 
alfo is part of Satan’s fubtile engine of caufing 
the foul to doubt of the witnetles teftimony ; 
though he feeks to prevent any doubtsor fears . 
in his own, yet where he is caft out, he will 
raife ftorms; yet ftill the more the witnefs is 
enjoyed, the more is he and his work ejected, 
and the foul prompted to the utmoft after ho- 
linefs and purification, Again, 

4. This witnefs fills the foul with earneft 
expectations of full communion with Chrift; for, 
the foul, at fuch a time, is upon the mount of 
communion with the Lord, and is exceeding- 


Jy watchful againft any thing that would in- 


terrupt its communion with Chrift: and though 
the moft glorious revelations are oft-times fol- 
lowed with the moft horrid and violent temp- 
tations, 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. Matth. iii. 16,.17.; yet: 
when the Spirit of God is the witnefs, he will 
make the foul watchful againtt fin, Song viii. 4. 

‘ and 
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and ardently defirous after uninterrupted com- 
munion; Oh! When fhall the day break, and the 
Shadows fly away. 

5. This witnefs fills the foul with a perfuafion 
of the Lord’s affording fpiritual and fuitable 
provifion for it at all times, and on all’ occafi- 
ons. Formerly it went drooping under fears 
that it fhould want protecting grace, under 
dangers; preferving grace, under trials; fup- 
porting grace, under fufferings: the man fear- 
ed he fhould never hold out to the end; and 

did miftruft God in every condition. But now, 
when the witnefs fpeaks, he is delivered from 
thefe fears, and made to fee the Lord’s name 
to be JEHovan-jiren, that the Lord fhall pro- 
vide and fee; that the Lord is his /hepherd, he 
Shall not want. Thus you have fome of thefe 
general marks of the witnefs that the believer 
hath in himéfelf. 

_2dly, 1 wonld offer fome more particular 
marks, from the feveral ways of witnefjing 
fpoken of in the doétrinal part; how a foul 

‘may know that the Spirit, the water, and the 
blood hath -witneffed. 

_ [1.] How may a foul know if the Spirit hath 
witneffed in a more immediate way, or not? 
It is true, every one is not capable to make tri- 
al here: it fuppofes, that fome flrong impref- 
fion of adoption be made upon the heart, o- 
therwife there is no ground to pretend to an 
immediate teftimony; for the enquiry is, How 
we may know a ftrong opinion of our own-/pirits, and a 
delufion of Satan, from the teftimony of the Spirit? In 
anfwer then unto the queftion, I fay, in ge- 
neral,- that the immediate: teftimony of the 
Spirit is felf-evident, while a foul is in the ac- 
tual enjoyment thereof. More particularly, 1 
offer the following marks of the Spirit’s im- 
mediate teftimony. is 

1. Thefe irradiations of the Spirit do carry 
with them fuch a clear demonftration of their 
coming from the Spirit, as puts it in fome 

‘meafure out of doubt, there are fuch /parkiings 

of divinity in them: according to the degree of 
clearnefs in which the Spirit manifefts his pre- 


fence, fuch is the degree of the perfuafion, 


weaker or fironger. The Spirit is appointed 
to this witnefling work as you fee, ver. 6. of 
this chapter: and he is the higheft witnefs ; 
there can be none higher: for, it is the Spirit 
that makes other things have a witneffing 
power. No grace or experience can witnefs 
without him; and he is given for this end, a- 
mong others, to make the children of God to 
know the things that are freely given them of God, 
I Cor il. 10, 11,12. 2 Cor. ili. 16, 17, 18. and 
-1 John ii. 27. All which fhows that the tefti- 
mony of the Spirit hath a property to difcri- 
_minate and difference itfelf from thefe flathes 
that come from Satan. The Spirit’s inhabita- 


‘tion and indwelling is appointed to be an evi- 


dence of our adoption; and this is made the 
rule for trial, Rom. viii. 9. Y¢ are not in the fle/h, 
but m the Spirit. Cor. vi. 19. Know ye not that 
your bodies are the temples of the Holy Ghoff, that is 
zn you. By all which it is evident, that the Spi- 
rit gives teftimony to himfelf in his operations, 
_ fo as neither Satan, nor any creature, can be 
the author thereof. _ For, though the Spirit be 
not difcernable in his effence, up in his ope- 
rations; yet, as the Spirit gives effe@ual con- 
-viction of fin, that the foul cannot deny its 
guiltinefs, and that without enquiring whe- 
ther the Spirit hath done this or not; fo the 
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Spirit doth work effectually in affuring and 
comforting the foul, though the foul doth not, 
till afterwards, reflect or enquire whether it 
was the Spirit or not: and fo the eflence of the 
the Spirit may not be difcernable, and yet the 
teftimony may be fure to the foul, while the 
Spirit not only gives the foul fuch a fweet per- 
fuafion, but alfo difcovers fuch invincible 
grounds, and undeniable demonftrations of 
what he witneffes, that the foul mut fall 
down before it, and fay to the Spirit, as the 
difciples did to Chrift, John xvi. 29. Zo, now 
Speake thou plainly, and fpeakef no proverb: but 
this will be the more clear by a 

2. Mark of this immediate teftimony, or 
witnefs of the Spirit, namely, that the Spirit, 
when he thus witneffes, makes fome divine at- 
tribute to fhine forth eminently in thefe witnet 
fing acts; for inftance, the Spirit caufeth the 
foul to take notice of the divine wifdom that 
fhines in the application of the promife, which 
is a {pecial work of the Spirit, wherein his. pre- 
fence is as difcernable as in any other operati- 
on: now, the foul is made to fee what wifdom 
fhines in the time and feafon, when the pro- 
mife came with light, life, and power to them: 
wifdom in the fuitablenefs of the promife to 
their condition; wifdom in the manner of its 
working: the foul finds how the heart was ra- 
vifhed, how Satan was defeat, how corruption 
was deprefled thereby; and then the man 
cries Out, O the depth of the riches, both of the wi- 
dom and knowledge of God!—The Spirit gives the 
foul alfo to fee divine power improved for it in 
a glorious way; even fuch power as raifed Chrift 
Jrom the dead; the exceeding greatne/s of bis alinighty 
power, Eph. 1. 18, 19, The child of God fome- 
times feels a divine power in the application of 
the promife, or prefenting thereof to the heart; 
but, perhaps, cannot tell who is the agent, 
whether Satan or the Spirit: and therefore the 
apoftle, in that place, {peaks by way of quef- 
tion, with three remarkable wuats; That ‘ye 
may know wHA'T ts the hope of this calling; wHat 
the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the faints; 
and WHAT is the exceeding greatne/s of his power 
to us-evard who believe ; importing, that it may 
be known to be indeed the Spirit’s power by 
its a¢tings; for, the Spirit's power is exerted in 
overcoming the heart, and powerfully perfuad- 
ing it to accept of the promife: the foul fees its 
own infufliciency to make the application, . 
which now it hath felt, and an averfion there- 
to; yea, was ready with Sarah, to laugh at 
the promife; and to fay with thefe, 2 Kings 
vil. 2. If God /hould make windows in heaven, can. 
Juch a thing be done? And yet now it was not a- 
ble to withftand the {weet power that did draw 
it that way. The Spirit’s power is thus exert- 
ed in overcoming the heart, and overcoming 
Satan, and difcovering his fubtilties. —Again, 
the Spirit caufeth the foul to obferve the divine 
Sathfulne/s that fhines herein, Pfal. lxxxix. 2. Mer- 
cy fhall be built up for ever; and then it follows, 
thy FAITHFULNESS /halt thou eftablifh in the very 
heavens, After the Lord hath promifed fo and 
fo to the foul, the foul faints and gives over 
hope; yet the Lord returns to the man, throws 
the promifed mercy into his lap, and fo difco- 
vers his faithfulnets. O! how is the foul then 
taken up with the Lord’s truth and veracity! 
Faithful is be that promifed; who alfo will do it.— 
Again, the Spirit convinces the foul of the di- 
vine goodue/t, when he thus comes and makes 
7 ; | application 
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application of the promife, Pfal. xxxi. 19, 21. 
O! bow great is thy GoopNESS which thou haft 
laid up for them that fear thee? &c. The man is fwal- 
lowed up with admiration.— The Spirit caufes 
the man to fee how ready he was to fay, God had 
neglected him, yet neverthelefs now he fees 
that God hath dealt gracioufly and marvelouf- 
ly, and nothing can make him deny divine love 
at the time. It would therefore feem needlefs 
to afk this queftion, By what evidence we 
may know the Spirit’s immediate teftimony? 
Becaufe thus it is alfo felf-evident to fuch as 
actually enjoy the fame; but yet, becaufe, af- 
ter the Spirit may fufpend his operations, and 
then the foul may queftion it; and becaufe 
fome have ftrong opinions, that they enjoy 
this immediate teftimony, when yet they are 
under a delufion. Therefore, _ 

3. Another evidence of the Spirit’s more im- 


_ mediate teftimony, is, the eminent acis of faith 


upon the promife, drawn out thereby. If the 
foul hath affurance, faith hath a hand in. it, 
Heb. x. 22. and lives upon Chrift in the pro- 
mife for it, Pfal. xxv. 2. O my God, J truft in thee. 
When the foul hath a fight of.its propriety in 
God, and intereft in Chrift, this puts it upon 
renewed actings of faith; if it can fay, My-God; 
it cannot but fay, with holy boldnefs, J truft im 
thee. Delufions rather hinder the actings of 
faith. 

Quest. When is a word, or promife, recerved by 
faith? and fo, When does faith difcover a tefiimony 
to be no delufion? 

Answ. (1.) When the heart is commanded to 
a perfuafion of divine love, by the word, as 


an act of obedience to the Lord; not barely 


when there is a word given in, but when the 
Spirit over-awes the foul with the majefty that 
comes along therewith to yield fubjection, Pfal. 
xlii. 8.’ The Lord will command his loving-kindne/s. 
Pfal. cxxxill. 3. The Lord commands the bleffing. 


The Spirit commands faith to own the loving- - 


kindnefs of the Lord. Itis not every one that 


hath a perfuafion that Chrift is his, that doth 


enjoy the immediate witnefs of the Spirit; for, 


-Balaam faid, My God, Num. xxii. 18.; and yet 


had no intereft in God. Thus Satan raifes falfe 
confidences in many profane wretches, and 


backs them with fcripture; fuch as that, that, 


Fefus Chrift-came into the world to fave finners ; that 
God wills not the death of the finner; and their 
own fpirits conclude that they are the finners 
whom he will fave: but unlefs fuch fcriptures, 
or rather the Spirit in them, have command- 


_ ed their hearts to a perfuafion, out of refpect 
-to the Lord, they are not to be regarded as the 


Spirit’s teftimony. 


the-Spirit to be no delufion, when the finful 


objections that fwarmed in the foul are fuppreffed, - 
If the foul hath faith upon Chrift in any pro-_ 
mife, then it is pained and afflicted with the 


xiii. 5, 8 


of its former unbelief, Pfal. xl 
bs tt = A ao fe) 


(2.) Then does faith evidence a teftimony of 


xiv. 31. Peter declares his preferring Chrift 


before his own life; yet this was but the voice © 


of his fpirit, becaufe it did {pring from felf- 
confidence. | ~ ean 
(4.) Finally, when the heart is carried out 
Chrif-ward by the reception of any promife; 
when the whole foul runs out after Chrift, tak- 
ing the promife out of his hand, Eph, iii. 6.5 


owning him in the purchafe of the mercy 
whereof it is affured ; building its confidence 
‘on him for the further communications of the 


promifed blefling; and being laid under ftrong 
obligations and engagements to Chrift thereby, 
crying out, What fhall I render to him? Pfal. cxvi. 
12. You may have ftrong confidences of your 
intereft in the love of God in Chrift, fuch as 
no argument can beat you off from it, and yet 


you may be under a delufion, if your heart be 
not drawn out after Chrift, in a fuitablenefs to 
the ftrength of your confidence. But if your 


confidence be built and bottomed upon him, 
and his promife, Pfal. xxx. 7.; and if your af- 
fection to Chrift rifes as high as your perfuafion 
of his love, then you have enjoyed the witnef- 
fing of the Spirit. | ses a 
The act of faith may bea clearer evidence 


fometimes of the Spirit’s teftimony than the 


objec? ; for, a man may have aright object for 
his faith, and yetnot a right act about that ob- 


ject; and fo his faith can witnefs nothing. We, 


are told, John ii. 23. Many believed in Chrift’s 
name; here was a right object of faith: and yet 
their faith was wrong and vain, ver. 24,25. A 


man may put forth a natural act upon a fu-. 


pernatural object; he may have a human faith 
about divine things, 1 Cor. ii. 5.: but the fcrip- 
ture declares, that fuch as do rightly believe, 
are adopted and juftified; and determines what 
faith is, John i. 12. Rom.yv.1. Acts xiii. 39. 
which may make a manhavea particular per- 
fuafion ; though no fcripture fpeaks exprefsly 
of any man, faying, Thou James, John, THo- 
mas, art adopted and juftified; for, its giving 
fuch charatteriftical notes and marks muft 
needs be a particularizing of them, as well as 
if the Lord fhould callthem by name: the foul 
is madeto believe when many others, that hear 


ference. But then, ; 


the fame word, believe not; this makes the dif- 


* 


pb vp at Eh fo 
4. Another evidence of the Spirit’s immedi- 
ate teftimony, is, that the foul is enabled, at — 


fuch a time, to difcern many of its former expe- 
riences. ‘The Lord had manifeftec 
Jacob at Bethel, Gen. xxxvill. 10,— 15.; and 


for a long time weread of little intercourfe be- 


‘twixt God and him, at leaft no fuch fignal ma- 


nifeftat 


Bethel: he had been ferving Laba 


no WoO! 


ed to him, calling him to ret 
: 3 


| himfelf to 


ions of his glory to him as he had met 


* 


~ 
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be gracious? Hath be in anger fhut up his tender 
mercies? But when the Spirit's teftimony is a- 
gain renewed, then he chides himfelf, faying, 
ver. 10, 11, 12, 13. Lhis is mine infirmity: I will 
remember the years of the right-hand of the Moft High: 
L will remember the work of the Lord; furely I will 
remember bis wonders.of old: I will meditate of all 
thy works, and talk of all thy doings. Thy way, O God, 
2s mm the fanctuary. ‘The Spirit’s breathing, and 
tefiifying in the believer, makes his old expe- 
rience new to him again; and gives hima new 
feaft upon an-old meal, and furprifes him with 
his love, grace, faithfulnefs, and conftancy 
therein: he fees that he is God, and changes not ; 
and therefore the children of Facob are not confumed, 
Mal, ; iii. 6. if} 

5. The witnefling of the Spirit carries a glo- 
rious transformation into the image of the word. 
Many have had flafhes of joy in the reception 
of the word, Luke viii. 13.;\ yea, have been 
raifed to great hope and triumphing joy, Job 
vill. 13. The hypocrite’s hope fhall peri/b. Chap. xx. 
5. Lhe triumphing of the wicked is fhort, and the 

joy of the hypocrite for a moment. Chap. xxvii. 8. 
What is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath 
gained, when God taketh away his foul? But here, 
{ fay, thefe witneflings of the Spirit caufe glo- 
rious transformations into the image of the 
word. Delufions do not imprint the word up- 
on the heart, fo as. to change it; but thefe 
| “witneflings of the Spirit transform the foul into 
the image of the word, according to the pro- 
mife of writing the word-into the’ heart, Jer. 
XXxi. 33. Heb. viii. 10. Some difpofitions, prin- 
ciples, and inclinations are wrought within, 
that havea lively refemblance in them unto 
the word, 2 Cor. iii. 18. The working of the 
Spirit in hypocrites is like the fmell of an apo- 
thecary’s fhop, which one that paffes by, re- 
ceives, though he never carry any of thefe 
odoriferous things along with him; but the 
witnefling of the Spirit, in the true believer, 
is by imparting the thing to the foul which is 
witnefled thereto, and making the man really 
to. poflefs it; fo that if a man could fee the foul 
of a true child of God, he would fee engraven 
upon it, mercy, peace, love, righteoufne({s, life, 
joy; yea, and Ghrift himfelf. 5 

6. The witnefling of the Spirit hath powerful 
operations in the heart towards the attainment 
of {piritual gofpel ends there. . The hearing of 
heaven and happinefs is taking, even with 
carnal hearts. Many, with the young man in 
the gofpel, may be inquifitive about eternal 
life, have defires after it, and be forrowful at 
the thoughts of mifling it; and thefe things 
imply fome tafe of the heavenly gift, and the good 

word of God, Heb, v. 5, 6. Aman may be ele- 
vated with raptures of joy upon a fuppofed in- 
tereft in heaven; like Haman, he may think, 
Whom will the Lord honour but myfelf? But. yet, 
with the young man in the gofpel, he may 
mind earthly things more.than Chritt, or eter- 
nal life. Like a phyfician, who hath prepared 
a comfortable potion for the health of a friend ; 
he may give to others a tafte of it, to let them 
know how fweet it is; but not fuch a tafte as 
to have any operation in the ftomach: fo the 
Lord may let fome carnal men difcern fome 
goodnefs in Chrift, and eternal life; but thefe 
' taftes do not make them partakers of the re- 
frefhing power thereof: they:may have great 
reformation and profeflion; . but no fuch ope- 
peration as. to caufe their hearts to mount up 


; 


which is of God by faith, Phil. aii. 8, 9. 
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Chrift-ward, and place their fatisfaction in him 
alone. But the witnefling of the Spirit makes 
the foul to cry out, Song v. 10. My Beloved is 
white and ruddy, the chiefeft among ten thoufand. 
The foul, at fuch a time, cannot but reckon 
Chrift-the top of its glory; and carnal delights 
will have no relifh with the man. O! {hall I 
be drunk with the fweet cups of worldly de- 
lights! Is not the wine of Chrift’s cellar better? 
O! whither fhall Igo? thou haft the words of eter- 
nal life. 

{2.] How maya foul know if he hath the 
witnels of b/ood; or, if the Spirit witnefs in him 
by blood ?:. For this. is the other witnefs the be- 
liever hath in himfelf, namely, the blood of 
Chrift applied for his juftification, How may 
this be known? 

1. The Spirit’s witnefling by blood may be 
known by the application of the blood of Chritt, 
in the-promife, by faith. Weare not to think 
there is any application of material blood; but 
the gofpel difcovers: that the blood of Chrift, 
which. was fhed, was intended for the juftifica- 
tion and redemption of finners. Now, the 
application of this blood is by faith, Rom. iii, 
25. And; therefore, it muft be by a promite ; 
for, faith muft have a divine word to build 
upon: fo that if the promife be yours, then 
the blood of Chrift is yours in the feveral ufes 
thereof; and that ought to fatisfy the believer: 
for, there is.an infeparable connexion betwixt 
the blood, and the covenant of promife; there- 
fore it,is called the d/ood of the covenant. Now, 
withthe heart man believeth unto righteoufne/s ; that 
is, faith carrieth ‘a man out of himfelf to find 
a xighteoufnefs in another, which availeth to 
juftification; and that faith is cordial: Chrift 
owns not that faith where the heart is want- 
ing, John. ii. 23, 24,25. Acts vill. 13, 21. 

2, The witnefs of blood may be known by 
the man’s preferring that blood before all other 
things; or that righteoufnefs before all other 
things elfe: Yea, doubtle/s I count all things but lofs, 

Jor the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fefus my 
Lord; that I may be found 1 him, not having mine 
own righteoufne/s, which 1s of the law, but that 
which is through thefath of Chrift, the righteoufne/s 
Is thy 
thirft-unquenchable for this blood? Can no- 
thing give thy heart and confcience content- 
ment but this blood? The excellent ufes and 
ends of this blood fhould raife our eftimation 
of it: it is ufeful for ju/fification and /alvation, 
Rom. v.9, 18.; and for obtaining communion with 
God: it is ufeful for reconciliation, Col. i. 20, 
Rom..v. 1. God will become a friend, open his 
bofom, reveal his fecrets, exprefs his love to 
thefe that obtain intereft in this blood: it 1s 
ufeful for obtaining liberty for near approaches 
to God, Eph. ii. 13. We are made nigh by the blood 
of Chri; Heb. x. 10. Sweet intercourfe is ob- 
tained this way. 

_ 3. The witnefs of blood may be known by 
the renounciation of whatfoever ftands in compe- 
tition with the blood of Chrift, in thefe ufes and 
ends which it ferves for. The believer hath no 
confidence in.the fle/o, or his own righteoufnefs. 
A believer may, through want of fufficient illu- 
mination, or through violent temptation, reft 
on fome particular duty; but hisinward bent 
is againft it. Many acknowledge that they 
could never have yielded perfeé&t obedience to 
the law, and that they would have been under 
the curfe, if Chrift had not taken away the ri- 

: . ; gorous 


354 THE BELIEVER’s INTERNAL WITNESS; OR, SerM.CXII,CXI. 


gorous exaction of the law; and now they 
build their confidence upon Chrit, in conjunc- 
tion with their own actings, their praying, 
hearing, reading, offering no wrong to their 
neighbour, loving and ferving God, and the 
like; but if you look for. juftification by any 
one work, and Chrift together, you will have 
no advantage by Chrift, Gal. v. 2, 3, 4. and are 
debtors to the whole law. Neither faith nor works 
can be the leaft particle of that righteoufnefs 
which God hath promifed falvation to; becaufe: 
the two ways of faith and works are incom- 
patible one with another, and fo admit of no 
mixture, Gal. iii. 12. The law is not of fath; that 
is, let no man think to mix them together: 
for the law prefents to God a man’s own righ- 
teoufnels, He that doth them, fhall hve: m them ; 
but faith receives Chrift’s righteouinefs, and 
prefents this to God: in the way of works a. 
man is to fulfil this righteoufnefs himfelf; in. 
the way of faith, it is fulfilled to him by his 
Surety, Jefus Chrift; and he is made partaker 
of it by receiving it, Rom. v. 17,18, 19,21. Heb. 
ix. 19. Gal. iii. 12, 13. If falvation were of 
works, then the reward fhould be of debt, but 
not of grace; either of which are contrary to 
Rom. iv. 4. Salvation is a debt to Chrift; but 
only free grace, and the fatisfaction of Chrift, 
can make it a debt to us. Again, 

4. The witnefs of blood may be known by 
the eficaciou/ne/s of that blood. What power and 
efficacy have you found it having upon your 
heart? Have you found it {prinkling from an 
evil confeience? Heb. ix. 19, 22. xii. 24. Have 
you found your heart fecured againft the roar- 
ings of the law, and temptations of Satan; by 
oppofing the blood of Chrift thereto, and found 
a fpiritual peace and tranquillity eftablifhed by 
this blood? In a word, have you accepted of 
the blood of Chrift, for the ufes and ends it 
ferves for, as recorded in the word, and made 
freely to choofe it for thefe ends? Many. are 
like thefe that have a gangrene, there is no 
way to’ fave his life but by fawing off fome 
member of his body; if the man fubmit to 
this, it is with abundance of unwillingnefs, 
not freely: fo many may fee an abfolute necef- 
fity of the blood of Chrift; they may choofe it 
with relu€@tance: but the believer is made to 
choofe it freely; and the heart is fet upon it, 
and made to fee that there cannot be a better 


or a fweeter way of falvation than by Chrift 


and his blood. Aman may come to God as a 
Creator, and cry for mercy, and yet never have 
it; he may plead a promife, and that with im- 
portunity, and the utmoft natural fincerity, 
and yet mifs falvation, if he take it not as in 
Chrift; for God hath made no promife but in 
Chrift, Eph. iii. 6. 2 Cor. i. 20. Not one cove- 


nant mercy but muft pafs through his hand to : 


the foul. So that if your heart hath not freely 
owned his mediation, his blood cannot be wit-. 


 neffing; but the heart’s freenefs in choofing 
and accepting of the blood of Chrift, for the 
defigned, 


b 


this is a witneffing thing is evident from Rom. . 

vi. 16. His fervantsye are to whom ye obey, whether 

of fin unto death, or of obedience unto righteoufne/s. . 
Quest. How fall I know if fin be MORTIFIED 

in me, or the domimion of it broken? 
ANsw. This may be known by the choice of . 

the heart to part with fin... The very reign of . ‘ 

fin confifts in the voluntary fubjection of the 

whole man to it; and therefore, a thorough 

unwillingnefs to fin, muft argue freedom from - 

thereign of it. Achoofing and confenting doth 

exprefs Paul’s fubjection to: God’s law, when- 


‘he falls fhort in practice, Rom. vii. 16.; and- 


fo a hearty confenting to part'with findothar- 
gue freedom from the reign of it, even though. 
you may be rufhed into the aé& of it. Meafure. . 
yourfelf by your choice.. You may be reftrain- 

ed from grofs fins, which others commit;.but; 
if you choofe fin, itis allonein God’saccount. = 
asif you actedit, Mat. v.28. But becaufe wicked 

men may have fome unwillingnefs to commit 

fome fins, I would give you fome account of}, 


this right choice of freedom:from fins © - 

1. It is free. When a man is free in his. 
choice, and without coaction, then it evidences: « 
liberty from the dominion of fin. The apoftle. 
makes an oppofition betwixt doing by con-' - 
ftraint, and doing willingly, 1 Pet. v. 2. Many- ae 
would choofe rather to part with fin, than’ be’ 
damned; as the mariner wouldrather part with’. 
his goods, than be drowned: this is not wil- 
lingly. Butifitbea free choice, thatthough 
there ‘was no danger, no fear of hell, yet the 
nature of fin would make you deny fubjection. 
to it; then you are not under thedominion of 
it, Rom. vi. 16,22. John vine 345/36, 60 Jai - 

2. When the choice is umverfal, then it evi-- + 
dences’ freedom from the dominion of fin;: 
when the man confents to part with all fin. 
Not that a man can ‘really be freed from one 
fin, who is under the reigning power of other 
fins; but he may be reftrained from many, and 
yet not be freed from the ruling power of any, 
Pfalm cxix.:104, 128. The fubduing of one 
fin may difcover freedom from the dominion 
of all, when.the heart is carried out againft the 
nature of fin in that one; but the heart indulg- 
ing one fin, though never fo fmall, argues the — 
dominion‘of all, James ii-croj'pigiwy 964.9 


is abfolute, withoutcon-- 
, as alfo without parley, oranycondition = 
greement with fin. When thereisacon- ~— 
t the fleth and the Spirit, itdifcovers 


that doth not evidence the dominio 
' Awnsw. Yea, when it is: 
parties, the . 
ye a ftru 


e natural con! 
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of freedom from fin’ does lead''td, and end iy 
the mortification of ‘it, which is'an evidence 
of adoption and ‘fpiritual life ;* Jf ye hve “after 
the fle/h, ye\fball dies but of ye? itbrough the Spirit, 
mortify the'deeds of the body, ye foall live, Rom: viii. 
13. There may'be‘ceflation from ‘the acings 
of fin, anid‘yet no mortification’ of it} there may 
be a change of fin, andno ‘change'of’heart: 
but mortification ftrikes ‘at the’root of fin) and 
aim’ at the deftruction of it? Rom. Vii. 24: VEG. 

4. When the' choice of freedom fréi fin’ is 
evangelical, and upon evan gelical‘atcbiinitss “A 


man may be incénfed againft fia; upon natural 


accounts ;° arid yet’be under thedominidn of fin 
PG, Ron. HAASE SS LIE ay gowiow 
Quest. When isa man's chotee of freedom from 
Jim EVANGELICAL, or upon evangelical ‘accounts? 
This being a ‘material ‘queéftion; Pwowld’aii: 


fwerit in forme particulars: 2! Doge oo" 
oT? When the. heart-i¢ Adena dea Fedth “i 
upor thé accotint of its éontiariety to the ‘will 
oF God in Chrift.” “We'are, indeed, to‘ look up- 
On fin as a violation of the‘Fathef’s will; but 
it is his will, not according tothe tenor of the 
dld covenant,‘ Gal. iii. 10; ‘11° but as he ‘hath 
révealed his will in the new covenant.*’The 


_ Yeaft'duty you perform ought to be done‘as a 


fervice to:Chrift. “If your heart be carried’ out 
toduty, as a fetvicé toChriftas Redeemer, then 
it is evangelical: And°if your heart be not 
carried out againft fin} as ‘ftriking at Chrift the 


Redeemer, it is not evangelical: but if a fight 


of the injury offered to Chrift, by fin, doth carry 
‘out your heart againft it,’ then it is evangelical. 
A man may have forrow for, and hatred of fin, 
as it procures difcredit, fuffering, or the like; 
but when the foul is touched with a deep fenfe 
of it, in Chrift’s fufferings for and by it, when 


_ its piercing, wounding, and grieving of Chritt 


does melt the heart 
‘evangelically. 
~ >. When a 


for it, then the foul acts 


difcovery of the love, poddnets, 


‘and kindnefs of God in Chritft is the conftraining 


‘thing that keeps you from fin; or when the ap- 
pearing of his grace teaches you fweetly to deny 
Vou I. 
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~ all ungadline/sand worldly lufts, Tits it. 13.3 when’ 


the goodne/s of God -léadeth' thee to repentance > and 
when 'love' overcomes the heart to the acknow- 
ledgment of fin: when the rememberance: of 
the former loving-kindnefs: of the Lord doth 
melt the‘heart for fin; this is foon fwallowed 
up with a teftimony of remiffion. See an in- 


' ftanceof'this, 2 Sam. xii.7,8,:9, 13. 


3.'Then'the choice’ is evangelical when the 


| Man aims “at a conformity to Chrift in his /ecking 


Sreedom from fin} 1 Pets iin 21) 22,22, &c. Cu- 
ftom, example;'education, ‘credit,' and the like, 


AD 


mas 


’ maymakea man 'to-difcountenancefin in fome 


meafure; but except Chrift be.:the pattern.of 
your imitation, and ‘your forrow be ‘that you 
fall fofiort of himyhe regards it not. © : 
4. When the man aims at the coming up to 
fomeé '{pecial sofpel gvace}cor the ‘attainment of 
fome fpecial go/pel privilege, in feeking: freedom 
from fin, then ivis ‘evangelical, A man may 
fee that fin'is crofs'to;his carnal intéreft, brings 
on difeafes on his body, and the like; ‘but then: 
heats evangelically;;when he is forrowful for 
fin, and hates-it becawfe it hinders the exercife 
of fome' grace, or 'the!performance of fome du- 
ty ,ortheattainmentof communion with Chrift. 
“fs. Phen is it/evangelical when it is by the 
apphéation' of the! death of Cher.t, in a promife, 
thathé*makes reffincé againk fin: Rom. vi. 4, 
14. ‘Heboax, 14. Adtsev. gr Rev. xii. 9, 11. They 
overcome by thé blow of the Lambj<: This: muft be 
an ‘ingredient! in all the former particulars, no 
freedom but-by Chri, Lukea.z1, 72,74, 75- 

‘6. When fin is really fubjected.. Sin cannot be 
both-king aridfubject, in‘thefame foul, at the 
fameé' time. There’may be a conflict with fin, 
and yet it “may feem.to have the upper hand 
for a:time ; 'but'when the foul-hath gotten fin 
under it/*then’ itis evident that fin doth: not 
rérpniMse, 1.9 | x 

VQuEST’ How doth it appear when the foul hath 
Sotten fin under it ?° 

ANsw:Sin is fubjeted and brought under 
the foul; when the foul is enabled to a {peedy 
mortification Of it upon all its rebellions: when 
fin, Jike a cowardly conquered’ enemy, comes 
out-to the field, but‘it is prefently beat off the 
field again, and- is notable’ to keep the field 
any longer: Ass a conquered enemy may run 
about and make refiftance, but they haften:on 
their’own ruin thereby ; fo'the: motions of fin 
may be felt, but the foul is enabled to look to 
Chrift;\and to’ oppofe the-word and blood of 
Chrift to fin, and it is fpeedily faved, Rev. xii, 
8;9,71. When corruption islaid lower by every 
onfet, this fays that it hath not the dominion, 
Again, then is fin fubjected under the foul, 
when éven the former prevalency of corruption’ 
is made ferviceable for {piritual ends; as when 
theprevaling of fin doth produce foul-humi- 
liation, felf-abafement, and fills it with more 
admiration of, and fludy after the advancement 
of the riches of free grace, imopening a way of ~ 
deliverance from fin, Ezek. xvi. 61, 63. Eph. ii, 
5, 6, 7.. Thus the foul can triumph over fin, 
through Chrift;°and retain its affurance not~ 
withftanding that corruption works. | 
But here it may be afked, Cana foul retain ass 
SURANCE after the prevailing of corruption? 

To which it may bereplied; You would know 
that there are fins of infirmity, or grofer fins, 
which are the facings of the faints; you would 
know alfo, thatthere is a nouri/hing of thefe fins, 
or there is’ am endeavouring: the: mortification 

thereof 
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thereof, through grace. Now, premufing this,. 
you would know for anfwer, TEE cy 
(1.) That as: affurance,in the duration,and, 
continuance of it, hath a dependence upon the) 
atting of the Spirit of God; witnefling with our, 
fpirits, who can, if he pleafes, continue fuch, 
acting, at fucha'time; fo a. man ought not to 
caft away his confidence, fo long as fcriptural 
grounds are given to found it upon. | Many 
Chriftians, if they fall into fin, they prefently 
reckon it their duty tojudge their fate ;. this 1s, 
very finful: .the church is upbraided for faye, 
ing, The Lord bad forfaken’ her, -and ber! God had: 
forgotten:bers Viaxdixit4) tqooxo2dd onto 
¢2.) you would know, for anfwer,: thatthe; 
nouri/hing of fin and corruption hath, a tendency: 
toideprive the foul of aifurance, Heb; .x. 22. 
Pfaim hi. 12. It is dangerous on this.account to 
cherith the leaft fin. .Fhetefore, | 
(3:) If you enquire, whether aflurance may 
ftand with the nourifhing.of‘any fin? Either 
the queition muft look tothetime paft; prefent,) 
or to come. Ifthe time prefetit or to.come; know 
that the Lord hath not granted you liberty.one 
moment for the nourifhing of any corruption; 
and fo it is-a:fin to be ftudying to make affur-, 
ance, and any fin to dwelltogether; ;But if the 
quettion refpect the time pa/s) though. you did, 
nourifh fome corruption, yet, your after, mor-; 
tification of it, through grage, is witnefling; 
it is a part of the witnefs Ob: WAKE RRS etenysern 
(4.) Lhave no hefitation to fay, that aflurance. 
may be retained after the prevalency of corrup- 
tion; after:not only fins of mjirmty,. but alfo 
the falls of the faints, ;when thefe fins, are nog 
nourifhed. ‘That it may continue after, fins of 
infirmity, is undeniable;, becaufe otherwife it. 
were impoflible ‘for any to retain. it, feeing.the 
beft of faints are daily fubjec to thefe; fins, of 
infirmity; and for other fins, fee 1 Sams,xlie 
19, 20, 22, Micah vii, 8, 9.1.1 fay; when -thefe 
fins are nourifhed; for, if fin benoumfhed, then. 
is the man’s confidence, or aflurance, ,highly 
fufpicious; for, where-ever there is fenfible af- 
furance, it will make oppofition againft fin in 
the foul; Every man that hath this. hope, -purifieth, 
himfelf, as he is pure, 1 John iii. 3.' See ‘alfo,; to, 
this purpofe, 1Sam. xii. 20, 24. Thus, much, 
of the witnefs by water, with refpect to. morti- 
fication. | rods 
. 2dly,1 come to fpeak of the witnefs by. water 
in refpect of viviFIGATION, or hving to God, 
Now, if the queftion be, How may a man know 
bis LiviNG to God, which is the other part of fancti= 
fication; or, the witnefs of water? A‘ man may. 
know his living to God and Ghritt, | itr 
(1.): By his e/feemmg God and Chrift above all 
other things; Whom have I in heaven but . thee? 
and there 1s none in all the earth that I defire befides 
thee, Palm Ixxiii..25.. Others defire Chrift only 
for heaven; but the believer defires heaven 
chiefly for Chrift.. He may be interrupted in 
his motion toward Chrift, in particular a¢ts ; 
but Chrift is the prime and principal object his 
foul is.fet upon, Rom. viii. 5. Phil. ili. 20. Chrif 
is all in all: all other things are nothing to him, 
if Chrift be not enjoyed in them. He is all, in 
all enjoyments; all, in all enlargements; all, 
in all duties; all, in all comforts. Hypocrites 
may apprehend that other things are little,and 
Chriftis better; but this man reckons that all 
other things arenothing, and Chrift all in all. 
Hence he {pends all his defires and endeavours, 
after communion with God in Chrift, Song 
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iii, 3.. Pfalm cxxx, ¢,.6. Phil. iii. 14. And he is 
willing to part.with all other things at Chrift’s 
call, and for his fake, Luke xiv, 26, 33. Mat. 
x. 37, Hence alfo the carriage of his heart, un- 
der Chrift’s withdrawings;.why, thefe procure 
fuch heart-ficknefs as can be cured no way but 
by.theLord’s returning, Song v. 6,8. Although, 
or.even when he hath no fear of hell upon him; 
yet, oh! the fighings, fobbings, cryings, faint-. 
ings. of.a. love-fick. foul, for Chrift’s. prefence |. 
The foul may. know its, vivification, or living, 
to-God, by. its enjoyment.of the leading of. the. 
Spirit... This is a,certain evidence of this wit- 
nefs of water, or fanctification; and, alfo of a- 
doption; Rom, viii. 14.\ For as;many as.are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are,thefons of God... 


Quast. When docs aman enjoy the LEADING. of 
the Sprit? <\scqo or baewinosns ef aeeey 
_ Answ. 1. When.a compliance with the will 
of Chrift becomes.natural to.the foul: fuppofe. 
there was no wrath to follow.upon difobedience,. 
nor no reward the, effect of gofpel-obédience 5 
yet,the fweetnefs of wildom’s. ways. atfelf:in- 
clines the man:toit; Ibavechofenthe way of truth; 
thy judgments have I laid before me, Palm, cxix,.30, 
137, tee.alfo yer, 35%, Rom, wilia 7.. The,carnal 
man calls his-liberty that.he takes in fin free- 
dom; but fuch. as, are indeed-freed from con- 
demnation, and, walk after the; Spirit, they. call 
this their liberty, tobe free for Chrift, and free 
from fin, A-man may beexercifedin external 
duties ; but he is.ngt led by.the Spirit, unlefs 
he hath.a iberty, of ,hearttherein, and account 
it a-high. favour from the Lord. that he wall 
employ him in,any.fervices.and it is to him 
matter.of lamentation thathe cannot do more 
for,.the Lord, that he finds a -backwardnels in, 
himfelf, and,a,contrary, principle that feeks to 
obitruct and hinder;his following t e Lord.in 
his, wayss For, L, delight im: the, law. of Gods after 
the mayard.man,,..But J fee another law in my mem 
bers, qwanring againft the law of my anind, and bring- 
ing. me anto captiyity to, the law) afin which. ts, 1, my 
members, Rom. vi. 22, 23. T en. he enjoys the 
leadi 1 of. the Spirit. a'enet Dea 7 ing 4 GO. 
2 Chen hath. a.man the leading of the Spir: 
rit, when he hath carrobarationandafijanceagainit 
thefe impediments that would hinder his walk- 
ing in,the ways, of Chrift;, the Spirit remoyes 
thefe.. Carnal’ men wonder .that,any, dhould 
complain for want of firength unto duty, they 
can eafily come up.to thefe duties:, why, Satan 
is quiet, and they, are not fenfible of corruption; 
and they look moftly.to the external part, But 
if you have been. eagerly purfued by Satan, and 
he hath befet.you. with temptations, and you 
haye found many and ftrong luftings of fleth 
to hinder you from following Chrift.in duty, ; 
and if fuch mountains have been made plains, 
and corruption born, down, even when-you 
have found your heart fo full of darknefs,dead- 
nefs, hardnefs, unbelief, and allmanner of di- 
ftempers, that you have even defpaired of act- 
ing in duty, or of -accefs.in prayer; yet thefe 
{piritual enemies have been conquered, and 
your heart let.out,toward the Lord more 
than. at other times; here was the leading of 
the Spirit, Rom. vili, 13,14. Gal. v. 16,17, 18. 
Though you cannot do what you would, can- — 
not perform the duties you would; yet the 
will, in this cafe, does prevail:againit corrup- 
tion, even when the duty is hindered, and 
acted in the foul; yet that corruption is not 
predominant there: why, your /ove to Chrift is 
3) predomi- 
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predominant, and.prevails over the love to o- 
ther things; your joy in the Lord is predomi- 
nant, and. prevails againft carnal joy 'in the 
creature; your peace by the bleodiof Chrift helps 
you,to feethe falfe peace which you have had 
upon other grounds; aiad,-your faith is predo- 
minant againft unbelief, which:formerly dif- 
covered. itfelf in caufing -you,to. choofe other 
objects. befide Chrift, Bes sie 
3» Then hath a man,the leading of the Spi- 
ritywhen his heart is under powerful drawings 
toward Chritt; fuch as arefpokenof, Eph» iv19. 
The loweft duty requires the heart, Eph, vi. 6. 
if in the improvement of prayingor preaching 
gifts, our hearts. be carried out Ghrift-ward, 
though we fhould find more ftraitenednefs of 
expreilion than at.other.times,. yet we have en- 
joyed the leading of the Spirit, Jer. xxx, 21.) If 
aman. have had never fo much enlargednefs 
of expreflion in prayer; yet, if his heart hath 
not been drawn out toward Chrift, itis noowit- 
nefling. . But ifthe duty hath been of advan: 
tage that way, then you have had the leading 
of, the Spirit,|; however:mean: the duty! hath 
feemed. to be. Paap st 9 ; Oryinoy! 
vg When the man,is madeto.own themedi- 
_ atwn- of Chrift, and,to embrace the ga/peltpromife 


in, his acting, then he hath the leading»of the, 


Spirit. «Many, in. words, domake ufeof Chris 
foracceptance with God; butuntefs your hearts 
haye-been held up, and drawn to makewte of 
thejname’ of Chrift} and the fufferings and in+ 
terceflion, of Chrift, you have notithe leading 
of the-Spirit. Whereas thdfe who satrain to 
this. do. find. acceptance with: God, John :xivi 
130146) EM 16, 23.--Gofpel promifes alfo are 
the. chariot whereby the foul: may ride. towards 
the King of gloryin triumph;:2 Pet. 14.2 Cor: 
1.20 And when: the:foul isinrade heartilyto 
make,ufe of-Ghrift by thefe;ithen it enjoys the 
leading.of the Spirit of: promifesi 10 yo"! 

-$akhen.is the man led by. the Spirit, when’ he 
is helped, in gofpel duties;to-acb tor /piritualand 
Zypel endss- When he defires to.aim, ‘not at félf= 
adyancement, or hisown nameand glory; as 
MatsWio bs 42 1:But when the: great thing’ he 
would ‘be iat,!\is the: ‘mortificationjof corfiiptic 
off, communion with God; increate of faith: 
growthimgrace, dcx: When he fecks outward 
mercies in a\fubordination-to thefe, and in‘a 
way: of fubferviency tothe intereft and fervice 
of Chriit; and. when, as the ultimare*end of 
all,;de'feeks the:glory of Godjsr-Cor, x:3%:; 
then:he enjoys the leading of’ the Spirit, and 


eonfequently the-witnefs of:water or fancifi- 


cation. —+—And thus you fee how the foul may 
knowiif he:hath=the witnefs-it himfelf, viz. 
the Spirit, Blood, and‘ W ater, the three that bear 
 hitagh onedribijing 3182 Mgivod yok w: vosilst 
JL SEL OF MIST SIMS eS SAG or BRU ONT pai ks 
2: Phe third ule isi ofrexbortation ‘and: direction: 
- And-here’l might-addrefs. myfelf both to fin- 
nersiand fairits.\. -) od 3siii 22 vine bor 
> If} We are; to addrefs ‘wnbelievers. Is it fo, 
that he-that) belicveth bath the witnéfi.n him/elf? 
then. you whovare unbelievers, O be reftlefs till 
you know: what it is:to believe’ on the Son’of 
God, and fo to have the witnefs if ‘yourfelves. 
Know thatit is your duty tovbelieve;‘dnd you 
perifh for ever, if you -get not-faith: And yet 
know alfo, that you cannot*beli¢ve of your- 
felves: and therefore; ‘look to the Son’ of God 
for grace to believe in him; for he is the author 
okde homtele in this way, feek to have thé wit- 
rot uy 
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nefs| within you; for, you will otherwife de- 
ceive yourfelves; as you’ have been deceiving 
yourfelves all along, while you have been 
taking the teftimony of an erring confcience, 
or the teftimony’of men and ‘minifters only, 
without having the teftimony of the Spirit, and 
the-witnefs within you: yea, perhaps, you have 
been taking the teftimony of Satan, inflead of 
the teftimony of the Spirit of God; for, Satan 
can transform himfelf into an angel of light, 
while:you may reckon that you have the tefti- 
mony of the word applied, nat by the Spirit of 
God, but by yoursown fpirit, or by an ‘evil 
fpirit: x MOTI 
Quest. How fhailwe knowthe witnels of the 
Spirit, from Satan transforming himfelf into an angel 
of leht? Loft TEN it i MG 
Answ, Much hath been faid for the difcove- 
ry of this already; ‘and theréfore look back to 
whathas been offered. Satan’s witnefling doth 
exalt: felfi; the Spirit’s withefling doth tend to’ 
felf-humiliation.Satan’s witneflins incourages 
carnal liberry; the Spirit's witnethin g deftroys 
the:lzbertyof the flefhy Satan’s Witnefling con+ 
founds aman, and ‘his natural darknefs and 
ignorance contimues; the Spirit's witneffing 
convinces, clears; and enlightens ‘the inan, by 
internal, praciows tévelation. Satan’s witnef- 
fing defiles and deforms the {6ul’ more and 
more in'the iffueof #5 ‘the Spirit’s witneffing 
is of a heart-puritying, fin-mortifying nature. 
But the? téxt bes directed efpecially to be- 
Mievers; therefore I would addrets mayfelf, > ~ 
2dly, 'To believers, who have the witnefs in 
themfelves. I would offer you thefe follow- 
ing direchons, in order to the {tren gthening 
and maintaining of the witnels within your- 
felvesp Sto ectotgaryh ass ' 
1. OSirs, wait for the Spirit, who is the prin- 
cipal witneéfs, by’ afkitig’ him’ of the Father; 
If ye being evil, know ‘how to give food gifts unto 
your children, how ninth more ball your heavenly Fa- 
ther give Ins holy Spirit to them that afk him? Luke 
xi.13. Neither the water nor the blood, nei- 
ther ‘promifes nor graces, will witnefs without 
the irradiation of the Spirit; for, rhe Spirit fearch- 
es all things} yea, the deep things of God, and reveals 
them.to'us, and makes us bow’ the things that 
are freely given to usof God, 1.Cor. ii. 10,12. A 
true dial‘hath an aptitude and fitnefs to thew. 
us the hours of theday; But unlefs the fun 
thine; you can know nothing by it: fo, it may 
be ‘day-light’ with ‘your foul, and you may 
have precious graces, that have a fitnefs and 
aptitude to witnefs. your being a child of God; 
but they ‘cannot do-it, ‘without the fhining of 
the Spirit upon his Own work. It is faid, that 
the Sabin {tone is of ‘a’dark, ' dufkith colou ay 
fill it be ‘inkled with ‘Gil, and then it will 
burn of'a light fire: ‘fo, graces and experiences 
are of a diifkifh' colour, ‘till the oil'of the Spi- 
rit be poured upon them; then théy will burn 
forth with brightnefs, ' fo as to witnefs to the 
foul its adoption and reconciliation with God, 
“2. Mark the depofition of the witnefs, and take 
not the teftimony of any other witnefs, but in 
an agreeablenefs with this. Ir hath been fome- 
times an objéction among férious fouls, “ Oh! 
“Thave found my heart deceiving me, in paf- 
“ fing judgment about other matters; and I 
had as many fymptomis of my being led by, 
* the Spirit of God to thefe concli: ons,» Ts 


“have of his leading tHe in this, that con- 
“cerns my ¢terhal ftate; and thenetore I fear: 
“Tbe 
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“ T be deceived in all.” Now, what fhall-we 
fay to this?) Why, in general, it is the work 
of the Spirit to difcover both the /ncerity and 
deceitfulne/s of the heart. Seeds of hypocrify 
are in the beft,as well asother fins: grace doth 
not totally deftroy the being of any one fin. 
Peter’s heart did deceive. him: when he -was' 
upon high refolutions for Chrift; and yet‘he 
was a believer. But never does a foul fee more 
of the deceitfulnefs of his heart, than upon the 
difcovery of divine love, Job xlii. 5,6. Ia.vi. 5/ 
Ezek. xvi. 63.— But further, upon. this head; 
you would remember, that the believer may 
be deceived about fome circumflances, and about 
the particular. ends-of fome difpenfations, and 
yet his judgment may be right in the main; 
and therefore, particular miftakes are not to 
be made general rules. Peter had a clear tef- 
timony of his adoption, and-that from the 
mouth of Chrift himfelf, Mat. xvi. 17.; yet this 
did not preferve him from a delufion of Satan, 
that came afterwards, verfes 22, 23.: the fame 
mouth that blefled him, quickly called him Sa- 
tan. Chritt’s teftimony was enough to fecure 
him of divine love; and yet it did not fecure 
him againft a falfe confidence, in a particular 
cafe ; nor againft a fad fall, Mat. xxvi. 35,70, 72. 
If your heart then has deceived you in fome 
particular thing, do not conclude, that you 
are deluded in. all; but let your particular mi- 
ftakes provoke you to mark the difpofition of 
this witnefs, and to watch againft the delufi- 
ons of Satan, and your own {pirit, that you 
take not the teftimony thereof. 

Perhaps you may fay, How /hall I know thefe 
delufions ? 

We have hinted at thefe already: take thefe 
particulars, in fhort, as fymptoms of a delufi- 
on, and beware of them, .. |... ies 

“(1.) Whatever hath.a: natural tendency to 
promote fin and unrighteoufneis, is a delufion: 
unholinefs cannot be from the holy Spirit.. Be- 
ware. of that which gives encouragement.to 
corruption, ck se! 

(2.) That which arifes from, and-leads -to 
fecurity, is a delufion, Rev. 1. 17, 22..:'TheLa- 
odiceans there thought they wanted nothing, 
but the Spirit of God thought otherwife, and 
tells them that they wanted all things. 
~-(3.) That which fprings, from. a fuppofed 
Jfelf-fufficiency, or, in its.own nature, . leads to 
Jfelf-advancement, 1s a delufion; Jn my profperity £ 
faid, I fhall never be moved, Pfalm xxx. 6... David 
was confident that he fhould not .be.moved, 
becaufe of his outward accommodations for 
felf-defence ; therefore he checks and correéts 
himfelf, ver. 7. By thy favour my mountain flandeth 
firong. So, if you overcome this or that temp- 
tation, and thereupon conclude, that you are 
able to encounter with any, it is but the voice 
of your own Spirit, and, it may be, a {mall 
temptation will furprize you fhortly ; yea, ve- 
ry quickly: and fo, if it tend to make you a- 
f{piring, as Gen. il. 5. fufpect it as adelufion. . 
’ (4.) That which begins not with, .and.ends 
not iz Chri, is a delufion.. Peter engages for. 
Chrift, but not in the ftrength of Chrift; and 
fo he fell._—_ Therefore, we fay, mark the 
depofition of the witnefs, and take not the tefti- 
mony of any other. . 
- 3. Beware of grieving your principal witnefs: 
that you have within you, either by rejecting 
his teftimony, or indulging fin. There are fe- 
veral things that tend to keep off from affur- 
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ance, which’ you fhould beware of.— Beware 
of thinking that affurance is not attainable ; 
that it is attainable, fee Ifaiah xlv. 24. Ixiii. 16. 
2 Cor. v. 1, 6. Rom. viii. 39. Some think it is 
their duty to live doubting, and imagine they 
would fin if they would feek affurance; but it 
is a duty comraanded as well as other duties: 
Wherefore, brethren, give all diligence to make your 
calling and election fure, 2 Pet. i. 10. Beware of 
iimitmg the Lord to your time; wait his leifure. 
Beware of grieving the Spirit, and reffing his 
motions ; Grieve not the holy Spirit of God, where= 
by ye are fealed unto the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 
30. Beware of yielding to carnal and unbelieving 
reafonings; reafon your heart rather out of 
unbelief, faying,:-Why art thow caf down, O my 
Soul? why art thou difquicted withiit me? Hope thou 
in God, for I fhall yet praife him, awho is the health. 
of my countenance and my God, Pfal, xlii. 11. Be- 
ware of /piritual floth and fecurity, Heb. vi. 11.; or 
of nourifhing any fin, Heb. x: 22. Seek to be 
{prinkled from particular corruptions, by the 
blood of Chrift. ont ¢ 
4. Be much in the exercife of thefe duties of 
religion that have a tendency to ‘cherifh the 
witnefs within you. £. g/\Frequent felf-exami- 
nation hath a tendency this way; Examine your- 
Selves whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
Selves: know ye not your own felves how Chriff Fe- 
Jus.ts in you, except ye be reprobates, [i.€. unapproved 
ox rejected,| 2 Cor. xiii. .° Satan endeavours 
to beat off from this duty, becaufe the’ end‘of 
it is'to help the foul to the right underftanding 
of its condition: but exercife yourfelf much in 
it, efpecially when your eyes’are clear,’ and 
not dim with defertion.—Alfo, aicareful ‘ob- 
ferving of the Lera’s dealing with your foul hath 
a. tendency towards this... God’s end towards 
the Ifraelites-in their temptations; and mifa- 
culous prefervation:in the wildernefs, was, that 
they-might know that the Lord was their God, 
Deut. xxix. 3,—6. A multitude of experiences 
muft needs conduce much to clear up the ftate: 
— Renewed actings of faith have a {pecial ten. 
dency this way alfo: all opportunitiesithatare’ 
offered, even for the moft eminent atts of faith; 
are to be improved. Abraham’s flaying of his’ 
fon Ifaac feemed to be contrary both 'to God's 
command, that be /hould not: kill; and:to'God’s. 
promife, that 2 I/aac his feed fhould be called: yet 
his faith got overall, and-he:had a brightap? 
pearance of Chrift.after it; Gen. xxii. 11,12, 160 
Perhaps you;are-in an il frame, °a fad condi-= 
tion, and daré; not act. faith on the promife; 
but, it is your; duty to believe, whatever your 
condition .be,-were it even: a defperate, hope- 
lefs-like: condition: why, ‘faith: may then/be. 
moft glorioufly acted, ‘when again hope; you 
believe in hope. Though the particular:promife 
fail; though fenfible experience fail, fo that it 
is.a midnight darknefs.with you; ‘yet thete is 
the name-of God ftill to run:to; fuch as that, 
Exod. xxxiv. 5,6. that he is the Lord, the Lord 
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plain... But know, that the Lord himfelf may 
caft in matter of difcouragement ‘in the way 
of your believing, purpofely to draw out the 
acts of faith, Rom. iv. 19, 20. Matth. xv. 24. 
Why, how could Abraham believe an apparent 
impoflibility, he being old, and Sarah’s womb 
dead? How could the woman believe? Chrift 
called her a dog ; and tells her, Lam not fent but 
to the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael. Seeming im- 
poflibilities may be in the way of his mercy, 
and yet it may be intended for the trial of 
faith, and not for the hinderance thereof ; but 
an fuch cafes the Lord~holds up the ‘heart; as 
this woman was the more importunate, the 
‘more repulfes and feeming denials fhe had. 
Chrift never contradicts his own command, 
to fordidyany foul to believe; therefore, no- 
thing fhould beat you off from this. In Pfalm 
Ixxxix. 34,35, 36. The Lord engages him- 
felf by oath and covenant, that the throne of Da- 
vid fhould be eftablifhed for ever; and prefently he 
was rufhed under fuch difpenfations as did 
threaten the non-accomplifhment of what was 
-promifed, verf. 38,—45.:. But the Lord’s defign 
herein was not to lead him into contradictory 
apprehenfions to his oath; but to give an op- 
portunity to believe above, and againft hope. 
'. In a word, it tends to cherith the’ witnefs 
mightily, when a man, at all times, in his 
pleading with God, makes ufe of arguments 
drawn fromGop himfelf. Do not prefent the 
Lord with your prayers, or any performance 
of yours; but urge his name, his nature, his 
word, his free promife. Ma. lxiii. 15.) Look down 
from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy ho- 
hine/s, and of thy glory : where is thy zeal, and firength; 
the founding of thy bowels and.of thy mercies towards 
mes are they refrained? 'Then follows affurance, 
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ver.16. Doubtle/s thou art our Father, though Abra- 
bam be ignorant of us, and I/rael acknowledge us not : 
thou, O Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; thy 
name is from everlafing. See Num. xiv. 17,18, 20. 

Finally, It tends to this that a man. make 
much ufe of the Scripture: Search the Scripture ; 
for it is by the word that the Spirit doth wit- 
nefs. If a word, fuitable to your cafe, be given, 
‘blefs the Lord for it: if not, feek out one, take 
it, and pray over it, till the Lord make a pow- 
erful application, by drawing you out after 
Chrift by it; for, though you fhould get ne- 
ver fo many words hinted.in to your heart, 
they will be of little advantage, unlefs your 
heart be thereby drawn out after Chrift. 
_ Tfhall yet add another thing that may tend 
greatly tothe cherifhing of confidence about 
your ftate, who are believers, and that is, hold- 
ing faft the doctrine of perfeverance: theLord hath 
promifed that he will put his fear in your heart, 
that’ you fhall: not depart from him, Jer. xxxii. 40. 
Pfal. Ixxxix.'30,—34. He will not caf off bis peo- 
ple; if they fin, he will correét them, Wa. Tiv. 8, 
9,10, Afaint may fall into fim, but he cannot 
fall from his faith, Luke xxii. 32. with John 
Xxvii.20. Let go the doétrine of perfeverance, 
and your peace will be like the morning dew 
that pafleth away ;. but retain this, and then 
you may rejoice i the hope of the glory of God. VE 
ever the Lord hath wrought this grace of faith 
mm you, plead he may increa/z your faith; for, if 
he that beheveth hath the witne/s in himfelf, then, 
the more faith, the more evidence; the more 
of believing,’ the more of the witnefs is dif- 
cernable. . 

May the Lord himfelf give you to know from 
fweet experience, that be that believeth in the Son 
of.God, hath the witne/s in himfelf, 
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oie fat down under bis fhadow with great 


KR,AL Y friends, though I do. not detérmine 
M that the forbidden fruit, of which our 
*~. ~ firft parents did eat, and poifoned them- 
felves and all their pofterity, was the fruit of 
‘an. apple-tree, yet | have ground, from this text, 
‘to, make proclamation, this day to -you, {that 
our Lord Jefus Chrift is the ApPLE-TR EE whofe 
Fruit is a bleffed antidote againft thav-poifon. 
The tree of knowledge of goad and evil proved, in 
the iffue, a tree of death and deftruction; but 
here is the tree of fe, that, grows inthe hea- 
venly paradife.above;--yea, in the gofpel para- 
dife below: and happy they who can, or fhall 
have it to fay on this occafion, J /at down under 
his fhadow with great delight; and his fruit was 
Jfweet unto, my tafe. wr Bre esis hoy 
...Thefe who are my ordinary hearers know 
Ihave preached, for fome time, on’ the verfes 


> ® This Sermon was preached immediately before the celebration of the facrament of # 
before and at the Service of the firft Table. 


*To-which is fubjoined, the Discourszs 
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delight ; and his: fruit was:fweet to my tafte. 


more generally. SATE asa Saleh 

. 1. Our Lord. Fefus Chrift,.the glorious Bride- 
groom of the church, commending him/edf, v. 1. 
faying,; fam tbe Roe of Sharon, and the Lily of the 
valhes ; then commending his bride, as a‘fhar- 
er of his beauty, notwithftanding her afflicted 
lot in this world, ver. 2. As the lily among thorns, 
Jo is:my love among the daughters. - : 
»»2.°We have the Bride of Chrift taking her 
turn in‘commendation of him, ver. 3. Where- 
inl have obfervéd,)) 2 20 ee 
"9(1.) The cémpellation the gives him, My Belov- 
ed.: Hehad named her 4:s-/ove ; and here fhe 
names him ber Beloved: his love to her fired her 
fovea dine srt Law Ott, “Coa wan a 

» (2.) The commendation the ‘gives him; in the 
following comparifon; As the apple-tree among 
{ r y MTT jHOPMIC? & 


preceding ; wherein we have thefe two things 
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the trees of the wood, fo is my Beloved among the fons. 
He had commended her as the fazre/? among wo- 
men, the moit beautiful among the daughters; 
and now fhe commends him as the moft excel- 
lent among the /ons ; as fairer than the fons of 
men; infinitely fairer than the moft excellent 
creatures, men or angels: this fhe exprefles 
metaphorically, taking a view of his compa- 
rative excellency, as the apple-tree in the gar- 
den among the barren trees of the wood, Sozs 
my Beloved among the fons. 

(3.) We have here the confirmation of this from 
her experience, or the zmprovement fhe made of 
Chrift under this view of him as the apple-tree; 
I fat down under his fbadow, with great dehght; 
and his fruit was /weet to my tafe. Here is faith’s 
improvement of Chrift as theapple-tree among 
the trees of the wood. | 

More particularly you have here thefe five 
things following. 

1. The febject of faith; namely, the believer, 
the bride of Chriit, fuppofed to be in a fcorched, 
wandering, weary, toiled condition; J /at down. 

2. The objeét of faith, namely, Chri? asa _/ha- 
dow; or a fhadow tree for the fcorched-and 
weary foul. 

3. The ad of faith expreffed under the noti- 
on of a fitting down; I fat down under his fhadow. 

4. The manner of faith’s acting, Z /at down un- 
der his fhadow WITH GREAT DELIGHT. 

5. The feaf of faith that follows, or the con- 
fequent good that iflues upon: this acting of 
faith; Ais fruit was fweet to my tafte. 

I {hall endeavour the explication of each of 
thefe particulars in the profecution of the fol- 
lowing doétrinal propofition. 


Doct. That faith’s improvement of Chrift, as the 
tree of life, in whatever fad cafe-the foul was into 
before, 1s a fitting down under his fhadow with 
great delight, and feafting fweetly upon bis fruits, 


Here we fee the bride of Chrift in her pre- 
fent f{corched, fun-burnt, weather-beaten cafe, 
what /be did in thefe circumftances;. L/at down 
under bis fhadow with great dehght: and then 
what /he felt in that fituation; Ais fruit was /weet 
io my tafe. The doétrine being fo much the 
very words of the text, I {hall efflay the expli- 
cation of the feveral branches thereof in the 
following method. 


1. Confider the ca/e of the believer here fup- . 


pofed. : anes 
Il. Speak of the olyec? of faith, Chrift as a 
Shadow and _fhelter for him. . | 
Il. ‘Speak’of the’ act of faith, as it is a fitting 
- down under that fhadow.: | ehnt 
IV. Of the manner of faith’s attings, fitting 
down with great ‘dehight..~~ ~~ ee 
V. Of this fea? of faith that follows, his fruit 
being weet to-théir'tafte. ee 
VI. Apply the whole in fundry inferences, 
I. The cafe of the. believing foul, the bride of 
Chrift, ‘here fuppofed. is, that, fhe was /corched 
with ‘heat, and wearied with: labour, and toil, 
and di/quicted, while here in the weary wilder- 
nefs-wherein fhe needs a fhadow to protect:her. 
She.had faid, Song i, 6. Tbe fun hath looked upau 
me, fo.asl.am fun-burnt; and my mother’s child- 
ren were angry with me: | am perfecuted, re- 
proached, and abufed,.and ftand.in need of a 
Shadow 1 from the heat, a refuge fromthe fiorm. There 
is a fourfold account on which the fhadow. is. 
needed by his people. mit 


a? eae 


REPOSE AND .REPAST 


Ser. CXIV. 


1. Confider them in their fate by nature, be- 
fore converfion, they have no reft there, but 
are as the raging fea, cafting forth mire and dirt. 
Here they may fee their way vanity and folly; 
and yet their corruption carries them’ over 
all their convictions and refolutions, even to 
that which they fee to be vain: and this is 
the cafe of all by nature. In which ftate they 
are lable to the fcorching wrath of God, and 
cannot be fafe till they get under the fhadow 
of the apple-tree. . 

2. Confider them after converfion; and both 
in the pangs of the new birth, and after they 
are born again, they need a fhadow from the 
fiery darts of temptation: Abeve all, taking the 
Shield of faith, wherewith ye fhall be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked, Eph. vi..16. They 
are ready to be fcorched with this fire, that, 
for ordinary, flies upon them fuddenly like a 
dart, -and is hot and fcorching like a fery dart; 
and ready to confumeand deftroy the foul, and 
make it cry out with Jonah, Better for me to die, 
than to live, chap. iv. 3. In this cafe, how 
much do they need a.fhadow from the heat 
of temptation! bi 6 

3. Confider them in their wandering cafe, even 
after they have been comfortably drawn to 
Chrift, they are ready to run away from God 
and forget their refting: place: they. will find, 
in the iffue, that by their departures, through 
an evil heart of unbelief, that they have for/ak- 
en their own mercies, and turned again to folly, Pfal. 


lviil, 8.; and that they have made but an ill 


bargain: the Lord hedges up their way with thorns, 
and makes them fee it'is beft for them to re- 
turn to their firft hufband. . Indeed, God's péo- 
ple are the greateft fools imaginable when they 
begin to think'that apoftafy will thrive in their 
hands; for a ftorm will meet them in the teeth, 
and make them fee the need they have of re- 
turning to their reft, under the fhadow of the 
apple-tree. New. difcoveries of fin and*guilt 
may be ready to make them think ‘their cafe 
to be hopelefs; and yet thefe difcoveries open 
the door of hope, even as the law before was 
their {chool-mafter.to lead them.to Chrift.” . 
4.-Confider them even in their de? cafe, in 
this world, when coming a-new unto, and a- 


and daughters; as they were eating in their — 


elder brother’s houfe, a wind comes and fmites 
the corners of the houfe: this was a fcorching 


flame indeed, infomuch that Job rofe up and — 
il “.cevered, - 
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covered himfelf with afhes, and cries out, Nak- 
ed came I into the world, and naked muft I return, 
heap. i. 13,—-22. It is a terrible fcorching 
chat that ftrips a man naked of all his relati- 
ons, friends, and brethren. 

(3.) It fometimes fcorches their body; and I 
need go no further than Job in this alfo; he 
was fcorched and {mitten with /ore boils, from 
the fole of his foot to his crown, that he took a pot- 
Soeard to ferape bimfelf withal, chap. ii. 7, 8. 

(4.) It fometimes fcorches their good name, 
and in a manner confumesit; as not only Job’s 
wicked wife, chap. ii. 9. but his-godly friends 
reproached him, and laid to his charge much 
fin, and wickednefs, and hypocrify. This was 
one of the hoteft beams of that fiery fun with 
which he was burnt black; and it made him 
cry Out, O that my grief were weighed, and my ca- 
lamity laid in the balance; for now it would be heavi- 
er than the fand of the fea, chap. vi. 2, 3. And 
while men and devils were throwing darts at: 
him, he faw the hand of God’ drawing the 

' bow and fhooting the arrows at him; The ar- 
rows of the Almighty are within me ; the terrors of God 
Jet themfelves in array agaimft me; the poifon thereof 
drinketh up my Spirit, chap. vi.'4.° Thus the 
New-teftament faints alfo were fcorched, Heb; 
xi. 36,— 38. they had trials of cruel niockings and 
Scourgings, and bonds and imprifonments, even. they 
of whom the world was not worthy; they wandered 
about in fheep-fkins and goat-fkins, being deftitute, af- 
Sucted, tormented. Thus you fee how the bride 
of Chrift’ may be fcorched and fun-beaten. 

If it is enquired, for what rea/on 1s-all this? 
Why, one great reafon is their difance from the 
apple-tree, when they are not. below the fha- 
dow thereof: and the reafon of this diftance is 
either more extraordinary, when the Lord in fo- 
vereignty withdraws, as it was with Job, from 
whom God did not withdraw for his fin; ‘for 
he commends his fervant Job as a perfec? and 
upright man, none like him in all the earth, 
chap. i. 1.; or, the more ordmary reafon is the 
bride’s withdrawing from under his fhadow, 
through unbelief and: finning: againft God; 

_ Your imquities feparate between you and your God, Wa. 
lix. 2. Yet itis to be here remembered, thé 
diftance is neither total nor final; for he faid, 
I will never leave thee nor forfake thee, Heb. xiii. 5. ; 
and that though, when diftance’ takes place, 
they want the refrefhing benefit of the fhadow ; 
yet they have his love, and his’ goodnefs and 
_ mercy to follow them ; and though for a /mall 
*. moment be bide his face from them, yet with everlafi- 
’ ing mercies will he gather them: for, He will not 
contend for ever, nor be alavays wroth, lef the Spirit 
 fhould fail before him; and the foul which he hath 
made: he will fee their ways .and-heal them; and 
reftore comforts to them; which proves that his 
love is never altered:toward them. 9 = | 
_ Ina word, the cafe.of the foul, that comés 
to fit down under this fhadow of the apple-tree, 
is {uch a fore fcorched cafe, that fometimes the 
fcorchings of the fiery law are great, andthe 
fcorchings of the awakened confciencée are fevere. 
Teis-faid, The Spirit of a man will fuptain bis infirmi 
ties, but-a wounded Spirit who can bear? Prov. xviii: 
14. The foul of a man may bear ‘his. bodily 
troubles; -but when the foul ‘itfelf is troubled 
and wounded, who pre vecats* 5 up? Who 
but he that bealeth the broken in heart, and bindeth 
up their wounds, Pfal. cxlvii. 3. “Although a real 
convert, after the firft convictions have iffued 
in converfion, doth not receive the /pirit of bondage 
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again unto fear, in the manner as before, yet af- 
ter grievous backflidings, he may, in a man- 
ner be fent back to mount Sinai, and find great 
flames of the fiery law flafhing in his face: his 
convictions may be greater and the fcorchirgs 
hoter than before, becaufe now he fees he hath 
finned againft fo many mercies, fo much light, 
and fo many experiences of God’s goodnefs, fo 
many fweet enjoyments and enlargements, that 
he is thunder-ftruck with the fearful apprehen- 
fions, that he hath finned the unpardonable fin, 
the fin againft the Holy Ghoft; though the trou- 
ble on that head gives: him the lye, and mani- 
fefts that that is not the cafe, yet the wound is 
deep, and the foul is thus {fcorched almoft to 
death, till‘in anfwer to the call, Return back/lid- 
ing children, for I am married to you, it returns a- 
gain to its refting-place, and fits down under 
the fhadow of the apple-tree. I goon, therefore, 


Il. 'To the /econd thing propofed, To fpeak of 
the objec? of faith, Curist, as a fhadow and 
fhelter for the fcorched foul. And here you 
may take both a negative and pofitive view of 
this fhadow. 

if, View it negatively; and remember there 
is no other fhadow, ‘no other reft for the foul 
but Chrift; all other fhadows are but refuges 
of lies: There is no other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby weée-muft be faved; neither is 
there falvation im -any other, Acts-iv, 12. Other. 
fhelters are broken reeds. What fays God to 
them that trufted in the fhadow of Egypt, and 
in the ftreneth of Pharaoh? Tbe /rrengih of Pha- 
raoh [ball be your fhame, and the truft in the fbadow. 
of Egypt your confufion? Ua. xxx. 2,3. -They that 
truft to any other fhadow both redel again/? God, 
and ruin themfelves, fa-xxxvi. 5, 6. Jer. xlviii. 45. 
Truly in vain-is falvation looked for from the hills, or 
Jrom the multitude of mountains: truly in the Lord 
our God 1s the falvation of Yrael, Jer. ii. 23. All 
other fhadows that men betake themfelves to 
will bring them to a ded of forrow, Ifa. 1. 11.3 
they will prove as’ Jonah’s gourd, having a 
qworm at thé'root that wilPwither them. - What 
ever fhadow men truftto, whether it be the fha- 
dow of worldly props and miftaken providens 
ces, the fhadow of unfound experiences, the 
fhadow of ‘natural: and common graces, the 
fhadow of ‘gofpel privileges, the fhadow of le- 
gal righteoufnefs; duties of civility, morali- . 
ty, or whatever elfe; wnhappy are they. to find 
a fhadow to reft under without Chrift: Their. 
fréow Shall be multiplied that baften after another 
God; their forrows will: but‘gather into a dam 
to meet ‘them in “their extremity,;when they 
have little need of fuch ‘an encounter. Happy 
only are they “that ‘find ‘no reft forthe fole of 
their feet; till, with the dove, they.come to the 
ark; Chrift ‘Here by the bye, is’a.touch-ftone 
of a’ good or bad ‘coiidition: he that is in a bad 
condition, “any fhadow, ‘without Chrift, will 
fatisfy and°content him but:he that is in a 
good condition; no-fhadow, inthe world, but 
Chrift; ‘wall eafe and’pleafé him.s\s- 
- adly, View this object poftively ; Chrift is the 
fhadow indeed, and: he alone, forthe-relief of 
poor féoréhed’ fouls, the fun-beaten; and fin- 
bitten foul. Ifhall dire& you to fome fcrip- 
tures for fhewing this} and then obferve that, 
heis’a fhadow for all fad cafes, and:having all 
good quatiries? = 83 Yo Soak eet 
~ 4. For-the feripture-expreflions’ hereof, fee 
Pfal. xxxi. 26. he 1s-faid to bide Beeler tc ot: 
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of his prefence from the pride of men; and keep them 
fecretly in a pavilion from the firife of tongues: hence 
{ays David, Pfal. lvii. 1. dm the /hadow of thy 
wings will I make my refuge, till thefe calanuties be 
over-paft: and Pfal. xci. 1. He that dwelleth in the 
feeret place of the Mojt High, fhall abide under the /ha- 
dow of the Almighty. Pfal, cxxi. 5, 9. The Lord is 
thy keeper, the Lord is thy fhade upon thy right-hand; 
the fun fhall not fmite thee by day, nor the moon by 
night. Wa. vi. 6. And there fhall be a tabernacle for 
a fhadow in the day-time from the heat, and for a 
place of refiege, and for a covert from florm and from 
rain. Va. xxv. 4. For thou haft been a firength to 
the poor, a firength to the needy im his diftrefs, a re- 
Suge from the ftorm, a fhadow from the heat, &c. Ifa. 
¥xxi. 2. Aman fhall be a hiding place from the wind, 
a covert from the tempeft, as rivers of water in a dry 
place, and as the fhadow of .a great rock in aweary 
land. 

2. Here is a fhadow in all cafes, particularly 
in the four following ones. 

(1.) A fhadow and fhelter againft the wrath 
of God, for guilty finners to fly to, that would 
fly from the wrath to come: he is Jefus, who 
delivers us from the wrath to come, and from 
the curfe of the fiery law ; for, he hath ri ghteouf- 
nefs without the law to give, whereby he ju- 
ftifies the ungodly, in a way that magnifies 
that law, by paying all the debt of obedience 
and fatisfaction it can-crave, and fo is the end of 
the law for righteoufne/s, to every one that beheveth. 

(2.) Heis a fhadow againft all challenges and 
charges whatfoever, info much, that the believ- 
ing foul, that fits under this fhadow, may fay, 
Who fhall lay any thing ta the charge of God's elect? 
It is God that juftifieth, who is. he that-condemneth? 
Rom. viii. 33, 34: — He is.a fhadow. againft e- 
very raging and impetuous /ufand corruption, 
that toffes and vexes his people like the raging 
waves of the fea; and that by the:mortifying 
virtue of his death and blood: hence thefe two 
things go together, Rom. xiii, 14. the! puttong 
on Chrift Fefus the Lord, and the making no provift- 
on for the fiefh, to fulfil the lufs thereof: the rag- 


362 


ing heat of corruption is abated, under. this | 


cool fhadow.—He is a fhadow from. all fears 
and cares, anxieties and grievances; relating to 
worldly circumftances, when a believer hath 
the faith of Chrift’s care and providence be- 
tween him and the ftorm, according to that 
word, Matth. vi. 31, 34. Take no thought what ye 
hall eat, or what you fhall drink, or wherewithal 
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under the fhadow of the apple-tree. \ Chritft 
himfelf fufered, being tempted, that he might Juc- 

cour them that are tempted, Heb. u. 18. 

. (4.) He isa fhadow againft the fcorching 
heat of afflictions, and that either when he pre- 
vents. them and’ keeps them off, and frays his 
rough wind in the day of his eaft wind, being a pre- 
Jent help in the time of trouble; or when he fanéti- 
fies troubles, and bleffles them to the advan- 
tage of his people, By this /hall the iniquity of “Fa- 
cob be purged; or when he fupports under trou- 
ble, and enables them to bear, and by faith to 
quench the violence,of fire, and out of weak- 
nefs make them ftrong; or, when whatever 
be their lofles by affliction, he makes up their 
lofs with a hunderfold more, and makes them, 
with all other things, to work for their good, 
though .fome trials may feparate them from. 
friends and.brethren ; but here is a fhadow a- 
gaintft that forrow, namely, Who /fhall feparate: 
me from the love of Chrift ? &c. Rom, viii. 35,—39- 

3. Here is a. fhadow with all the good quali- 
ties Of a fhadow; particularly a thick, a broad, 
a lafting, and. a living fhadow. 

(1.) It is. a thick fhadow. Some trees have 
fhadows, but in hot days the beams of the fun 
will pierce through them, becaufe they are 
thin; but this is. a thick fhadow: no fcorching 
wrath of divine difpleafure can get into the 
foyl that isunder it. The deftroying. angel, 
that flew the firft-born of Egypt, could not come 
near the door that was {prinkled with the blood 
of the lamb; no more can the wrath/of God, 
reach thefe that are under the cover and fha- 
dow: of the blood of Chrift, that fpotlefs Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the fin of the world. 
_:(2.) As itis.a thick, fo itis a broad fhadow, 
it covers the whole man; .and it covers all that 
come under it, and it will take in many under 
it: notwithflanding of the multitude of the re- 
ceivers of Ghrift;. yet a numberlefs number 
may get room here: notwithftanding all the. 
redeemed from. the beginning who have come; 
yet there isiroom for more: Whofoever will, Iet 
him come: God Jo-loved the: world, that be gave his 
only begotten. Son, that whofoever beheveth on. him, 
mipht not perifh, but have everlafimg life. : 

(3.) It is a lafting fhadow, not like Jonah’s 
gourd, that came up in a night, and withered 
in.a night; it fenced him from the fun’s heat,. 

and from.the eaft-wind, and that only for a 
night, and.then went away: but this is a fha- 
dow of goodnefs and mercy, that follows the 
believer all.the. days ‘of his life, as the pillar of ~ 
cloud. that followed Ifrael in the wildernefs; 
and never Jeft:them,as-long as they had: occa- 
fion. for it: \Chrift never leaves the foul till he 
fetg.it beyond,all .hazardand danger. in .the 
heavenly Ganaan. ‘Whatever are or-may be 
your trials, this is a fhaddw.that was;. and is, 
and. is to come} FOR, to sien a0 te es 
(4.) Itis.a ving fhadow;/itis the fhadow of 
the tree of life; that-hath, lifetin itfelf, and that 
gives life and health. to alh that fit down’ under 
its-the. leaves. of ‘this tree are for the healing of the 
uations, Rev. xxii) 2. Was-there'a healing virtue 
in Peter's thadow, Acts v.\15: that the fick were 
brought forth to the ftreet; and,laid in beds 
and couches; that at leaft the fhadow. of Peter 
pafling by, might overfhadow fomie of them ? 
QO! what muft.be the healing and quickening 
virtue of this fhadow of sherteee Meetite itfelf, 
from which-Peter’s. virtue was borrowed! O 
dead and. difeafed foul, look to: this. apple-tree 
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to overfhadow you, and fit down under this 
fhadow... This leads, bs: | 

Ul, To the third thing propofed, viz. To 
{peak of the ad of faith, as itis exprefled by a 
Sitting down under this fhadow. And, 

1. Faith, as it is a fitting down under. this 
fhadow, imports, deliberation; it.is a deliberate 
act: when one fits down, he is not rambling 
nor rufhing headlong, but acting deliberately 
and coniiderately... Here he aéts from a mani- 
fold conviction. —From a conviction, that itis 
lawful and warrantable, and no prefumption for 
him to do it: Why, here is a {hadow propofed 
to me to make,ufe-of; I am.a poor finner in 
danger of wrath; God holds out to me; the 
feeptre of grace,.and calls and,allows me. to 
take up my reft under this fhadow.—~He acts 
from a conviction of necefity; 1 muft. do,it or 
be,undone to eternity ; but I.mutt not abide in 
Sodom,, for.the fire.of God’s wrath will deftroy 
me there: I muft put myfelf under this fhadow 
or! perifh.—- He acts from a deliberate convi¢ti- 
on of profit and, advantage that,is.to:be had un- 
der. this fhadow: If I were once there, may he 
fay, what bleffled fruit will I find upon this 
apple-tree? Peace with God, and accefs to him, 
and communion with ‘him: what juttification 
from all guilt, what manifeftations.of God’s 
love, what confolations of his Spirit may, Lex- 
pect! therefore, I will do. it,becaufe | may do 
it, and becaufe.I mutt.do it, and becaufe it is 
the. beft, the only. fhift, and.the mott profitable 
courfe that can. be taken......0\.ia, a 

2. Faith, as. itas a fitting down under. this 
fhadow, imports, not only deliberation, but 
defign alfo. for prejent.reff and prefent cafe. .The 
man is. purfued, and wants a,city of; refuge; 
f{corched, and wants a {hadow from the heat; 
and fo he comes,..and receives, and refts.upon 
Chrift,alone for!falvation.— He: fits. down. for 
reft,from.a troubled confcience, and from. all the 
challenges thereof, under this.fhadow;, his 
beart is fprinkled from aun, evil confcience : ere the 
law cannot touch him; Chriftis the end of the 
law: here juitice cannot condemn. the Mediator,. 
and {am under his f{hadow: wrath cannot win 
through to me.here.—He fits down. for;reft 
from all his exceffve. defires after created good, 
which he vainly purfued before, faying, O for 
this: and that worldly thing! Who will /hew us 
any good? But, when he comes to Chrift, he 
finds contentment; he is where he would be; 
and finds no want: he hungers and thirfts:no 
more infatiably after vanity; J have learned.in 
whatfoever fiate I am, therewith to be content. 
Though ftreams fhould fail him, he now hath 
the ocean; though the ftars fhould be with- 
drawn, he hath the Sun.—He fits down to be 
free from the turbulency of corruption: there.is a 
great ftruggle between a man’s light and his 
lufts; his lufts driving him contrary to his 
light; but, under this fhadow, his: lufts. are 


we awe 
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Shall fiand?, When trying and fiery-like provi- 
dences come, who can abide them, till they lay 
themfelves down under this apple-tree? Faith 
acts likewife to be free from the heat of fearful 
looking. for, of judgment, fpoken of, Heb. x. 27. 
and jiery mdignation, that /ball confume the adver- 
Jaries; from the fear of death, the king of ter- 
rors, with its fting; and from the fear of an 
awful tribunal, anda wrathful fentence iffuing 
from it. ,Where fhall I be fecure from thefe 
fears,but under this fhadow of the Mediator’s 
blood.and righteoufnefs? It acts, in a word, 
to be from the curfe.of the fiery law, faying, 
Curfed is.every one that continueth not. in all things 
written im the book of the law todo them: to avoid 
this, -fays the: believer, I caft myfelf under 
Chrift’s fhadow ; 1fly to thee to bide me. 1 quit 
the law.as.a covenant, and want to be married 
to another, Hufband. i A apa 

.3« Faith, as it isa-fitting down under-this 
fhadow, imports, a centering here. When reftlefs 
wandering fouls come to Chrift, they need go 
no further; if they come indeed to God in 
Chrift, they may now fing a Reguium to them- 
felves, Soul, take thy reff. Chrift, as Mediator, is 
the way.; and as God, is the end of the way. 
The bride of Chrift here was like a weary tra- 
veller- walking througha wood; and whatever 
tree fhe met with, fhe found fome defect and 
barrenne(s 1n it: but coming to the apple-tree, 
here fhe found none; and therefore goes no 
further,, When..one,comes to Chrift, and to 
God in.Chrift, then he is at his journey’s end; 
he may fet up his ftaff and take himfelf reft. 
And hence alfo, 

4. Faith, as it.1s.afitting down under this 
fhadow, imports, a, continuation -of the act thereof. 
When we meet with Chrift, we fhould fir down 
and make him our home, our houfe of refidence, 
our habitation to. which we may continually 
refort. .The trueimprovers of Chrift muft abide 
with him: though fenfible comforts {hould be 
withdrawn; yet,they muft not quit their reit- 


he is, living and. whem heis dying. —When he 
is deferted, he muft live upon Chrift, faying, -J 
will wait on the Lord, that hideth his face from the 
houfe..of Jacob.— When he is difmaid and afraid, 
he fhould live upon Chrift, faying, What time I 
am afraid Iwill truft in thee.—When he is weighted 
with work, he fhould live upon Chritt, faying, 
Iwill go in the firength of the Lord, making mention 
of his righteoufne/s, and his only;—When he is op- 
breffed with burdens, he fhould live upon Chrift 
cafting allupon him, and faying, Why art thou 
caft down, .O my foul?. Why art thou difquieted with- 
in me? Hope in God, for Tfrate yet praife him. 
5..Faith, as it is a fitting down under this , 
fhadow,. imports, a ready act of faith, and catch- 
ing the opportunity. No fooner is the apple-tree 
difcovered to the bride here, in the fuperlative 
excellency thereof, than fhe juft takes hold of 
the occafion, and fits down under the fhadow 
of that tree. .No powerful corruption, no af- 
faulting temptation of Satan, no dark difpen- 
fation of providence, no. great or greatly ag- 
gravated fin, nor long continuance in fin, fhould 
hinder or make a delay in the ating of this 
faith; but the feeling of thefe maladies, the 
es: Ms prefent 
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prefent feeling of the feorching heat, and the 
{eeing of what a thick, and broad, and living, 
and lafting fhadow this is, fhould:make us 
quickly fit down here. Nothing muft hinder 
you from making ufe of Chrift; neither fins 
againft law, nor fins, againft gofpel, nor fins 
againft vows, mercies, crofles, providences, in- 
ftead of hindering they fhould haften you, that 
here you may get relief. peta x 2 
6. Faith, as‘it is‘a fitting down under this 


i 


fhadow, imports, a full’ and ‘entire acting ‘of faith, - 


the whole man upon a whole Chritt ;-Tifat Yown. 
The believer leaves not one part of himfelf out 


from under this fhadow.’/ Jat down ‘under this 


Jbatow ; be makes ufe of all the fhadow for 
all the good ‘that God gives ‘him for-~'Somie, 
through unbelief, fear it would be’too bold for 
them to expec all’ the:benefits that-aré'to be 
had in Chrift,, viz. wifdom, righteoufnefs, 
fan¢tification, ‘and redemption; but true faith 
acts fully for all:the good of the gofpel. ‘Some, 
like the prodigal fon, think God will not make 
them fons but a$ hired fervants:'but this faith 
is a fitting down where no drop of ‘wrath can 
touch you, and where you may have all’ the 
fruits that grow upon the apple tree,'and have 
perfec rett. en ert 

7. Faith, as it isa fitting down under this 
fhadow, imports, the adtivyty of faith-through 
grace. The foul being attedis active in fitting 
down, faying, Return to thy ref, O my foul, Pfal. 


cxvi. 7. [was weary with wandering from one, 


barren bufh to another; ‘but’ whenever‘l gota 
view of the glorious apple-tree, the treé of life, 
fome invifible fecret virtue came from it that 
catched my heart, and made me take up my 
reft here; and fo J fat down: - i 
8. And Jafly, Faith, as’ itis a fitting down 
under this {hadow, imports, as compo/ed a pofture 
of foul as can be had in this world. -Chrift is elfe- 
where compared to the /hadow of a great rock in 
a weary land, \fa, xxxii. 2. The reit'to‘be‘had 
here, by faith, ‘will always be different from, 
and fhort of the reft that remains for the people 
_of God hereafter; it is therefore a reft amidft 
trouble; Jn the world ye fhall have tribulation; fays 
Chrift; but in me ye /hall have peace, John xvi. 33. 
Let us not miftake the nature of this reft 
and recumbancy under this fhadow: fome may 
think they have been eflaying to fit down and 
reft-under this fhadow; but' ‘they cannot find 
that which they can call a ve#: but, in order 
to remove this difficulty, you will confider the 
nature of this reft. It is not like the réeft of a 


big rock on the land, or in'the fea, that'doth 


not fhake or move when the waves: beat or the 
ftorms blow and make a tumultuous noifé a- 
bout it; but itis like the reft of a fhip at anchor, 
that may be tofled and moved to and ‘froin’ a 
ftorm, and fome waves going over’ her, but 
fhe is fecured againft {plitting, or finking, or 
being caft away, as long as the anchor does ‘not 
drive: fuch is the nature of this reft; it isa reft 
with fighting and exercife, a reft that fecures 
the main point, and that fecures from ruin as 
Jong as the foul keeps under Chrift’s fhadow. 
And ‘this is the’ reft and recumbency of faith 
that we fhould look for'in time: and if we thus 
. took up the nature of this quiet reft under the 
apple-tree, it would’ loofe many doubts, and 
help tobreak many fnares and temptations, to 
which we expofe ourfelves many times, bécaufe 
‘we cannot get that reft we would be at.” 


Ih a word, faith’s fitting down under this 
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fhadow, imports, ‘that faith <s a compofmg grace, 
making the foul eafy, quiet, and compofed a- 
midft all troubles, faying, Though my houfe be not 
Yo with God; yet he bath made with me an everlafting 
‘covenant, well-ordered in all things and fure» and this 
is all my falvation, and ‘all my defirey 2 Samy xxii 5. 
Though the fig-tree Jhould not‘blofom,' neither /hould 
Sruit be found in the vine, &c. x get will f rejoice in 
the Lord; Iwill joy in the God'of my Jalvation, Hab. 
ill. 17, 18. “Though: the earth fhould be removed, 
and the mountains caft into the midft? of the fea,’ Kc. 5 
yet there is ariver} the fireams whereof make glad the 
tity ‘of Gad,’ Plalieslviv'2 og iga oo OE 
© TV. The forth thing propofed was; To touch 
at the way and manner ‘of ‘taith’s fitting down 
under this fiadow, ‘namely; with ereat delight ; 
T fat down under his‘ /hadow? with great delight, &c. 
Tt’ is obferved, thatthe word may be read,‘as'in 
the margin, déhghied, and Jat down ; intimating, 
that the delight was’ both’an ‘antecedent anda 
concomitant of ‘her fitting down under’ his 
thadow. The fhadowof a tree is comfortable 
and refrefhing: to thefe that’ are parched’ with 
the feorching and-boiling heat’of the ftin:' fo 
is Chrift to his church under het perfectitions, 
being’ in thé world as a ‘lily ainony thorns? and 
under the heat of wrath revealed In ‘the law} 
therefore with fo much delight does the’ reft 
under his fhadow, who hath delivered her from 
the ‘wrath to’ come,‘ according to‘ his word?” 
Remark 1. This delight is-very much: /poken of 
in’ fcripture ; ‘hence Pfalm“exix’ $6: This ts my 
comfort in mine affliction, thy word hath quickened me: 
Pfalm‘}xiii. §.°'My youl fhall be* fatished as with 
marrow and fatnefs. \Plalnt’ Xi: 't 9, In she multi+ 


pide of my thoughts oithin me} thy comforts delight 


iny foul‘ Pfalon’ iv: 6)°9.° Many'fay} Who will fhew 
us any good? But, ‘Lord, lift thou ip the light of thy 
countenance; thén:fhall I have more sladnefs, than im 
the time that their corn ond wine incteafeth.’ O-what 
great delight is'to: be had under Chrift’s' ‘cool 
and refrething fhadow!)) #09595. cou. ' 
2. This delight'carries always along with it 
a delight in tender walking, and a delighting in 
the Vaw of the Lord, ‘as the rile of holinefs ; 
Pfalm’i. 2. His delight ts in the law of the Lord. 
Chrift is not'a fhadow to {creen wickednefs, 
This tender walk evidences their delight to‘be 
no delufion, 9 '° ‘ URS. SE GN 
3. The Lord having defigned a fulne/¢ of de- 
light for his peédple hereafter, -as it is;“Pfalm 
xvi. ‘11. In brs prefence is fulne/s of joy, and at his 
right-hand are pleafures for evérmorée > Tt pleafes 
him to grant foniedelight in’ time as a pledge 
of that ocean’ of pleafures they are to enjoy 
above; that new'wine of coffolation that they 
fhall’drink in their Father’s kitigdom! (°° ' 
“4. This delightful. ‘frame’ in clofing’ with 


‘Chrift'and improvement or ufe-making of him; 


is‘a very excellent ‘and ‘neceffary frame 5 “for, ‘be- 
fides that he is in him felf a very delightful and 
lovely object, this delight is ‘a token for ‘good, 
evidencing that the heart‘is warming towards 
him, and itis more than half an enjoyment of 
him, and tends to enfure a further and fuller 
enjoyment of him; having {o'much‘in‘ hand 
he hath the more in ‘hope: ‘and 4s this delight 
ing in him is begun enjoyment, fo itis amean ~ 
of preferving and-continuing the enjoyment 5. 
becaufe, when‘ the foul is’ fatisfied and made 

up in him, it warms thé heart and ‘eherifheth 

praife; yea, delight and fatisfaction will beget 


praife, and praife'is a notable ipieferver and 


‘fofterer 
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fofterer of the good which we enjoy: ‘whereas, 
on the other hand, a difcouraged and ‘diflatif- 
fied difpofition, a murmuring, quarreling, dif- 
contented perfon foon clouds his clear days, and 
cuts fhort his enjoyment through his peevifh 
ingratitude; whereas, a blefling anda praifing 
frame, quickens our prayers and fupplications 
for the continuance of what the foul delights 
in. It is faid, 1 Sam. ii. 1. that Hannah prayed 
to God, when yet all fhe fays'is prai/e and thank- 
Julnefs; intimating, that delight in God; beget- 
ting praife, is‘a ‘noble fupplicant. aie 
> But»more’ particularly, this‘ faith that’ fits 
down under Chrift’s fhadow; brings with it 
great delight on thefe accounts following, 
: 1. Becaufe it reconciles us ‘to our confeiences 
that accufed us for guilt; for, under that fha- 
dow we have our hearts /prinkled'from an evil con- 
Jeience, Heb. xi. 22. Le. at yl eri 
2. Becaufe® it: reconciles: ws to’ our’ tineafy 
crofés, and quiets us under thent ; Thou wilt keep 
him in’ perfect peace, whofe mind is flayed on thee’; 
becaufe he trufteth in thee, Wa: xxvil 2. It makes 4 
calm though the foul before’ was a' raging fea. 
\ 3. Becaufe it begets ‘plea/ant wiews of God ; 
for, we cannot make ufe of Chrift, and yet find 
the Father difpleafed ; becatu{e faith is the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in thé face of Chrif ; fo that 
whien we fee him we fee the Father, and the 
Fatherto be: wellpleafed in‘himi*) © 0°" 
4. Becaufe it'lays hold ‘on a complete falvation 
and an incomprehenfible good, that; as it were, 
fwallows up the underftanding to take-up the 
worth of it, Receiving the end? of your faith, the 
Salvation of your fails, t Pets is 19. "The lively‘ex- 
ercife of faith takes ju a great falvation in its 
arms; and the man fees himfelf a faved mani, 
and that there is no difficulty in all the world 
can ‘ftand in’ the way of ‘his’ falvation; | this 
creates joys <2 ke an Soe ee 
5. Faith’s act’ muft be delightful, becaufe it 
is accompanied with comfortable views of pro- 
vidence; for, when a man comes under this 
fhadow, then he can fay; Come what will,'and 
let the Lord do’ with me what‘he'will; yet all 
things fhall work’ together for my good)’ 
6, Itis attended with comfortable views of 
the meaning of the feriptures; for they become {6 
favoury as to be the /avour of life. Lively faith 
makes fcriptures have another luftre than be- 
fore.’ It was a good faying of an old Reformer, 
“That the Chriit, which is pointed ott’ in 
“ fcripture, could never fear a finner.” When 
confcience is awakened to fee what the Hw 
fays, it is terrible; but let a man Have the live- 
ly exercife of faith in Chrift, then the feriptures’ 
have the {mell of a’pleafant garden: ‘the very 
threatenings of the feripture are pleafing ; ‘for 


at is favoury to the believer, as fecing 


a os 


purfued, 
or inell t if it’be. 
not well provided for neceffaries, he may fatve; 
one may be famifhed'in a ftrong hold, and 
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faint, if he hath not food there; but in Chrift 
there is maintenance as well as proteétion. 
Inftead of all the heads that might be propof- 
ed here, relating, 1. To the fruits; 2. To the 
{weetnefs of the fruits; 3. The fenfible taftes 
and experiences thereof ; and, 4. Chrift’s ftand- 
ing propriety therein, even when given out of 
his hand into ‘the bride’s mouth, Avs fruit, my 
tafte ; Elis fruit was [weet to my tafe: inftead of 
enlarging on all thefe, we may take up the 
import of this part of the text in thefe follow-« 
ing particulars. © — 

t. ‘That the néceffities of God’s people are 
not few but many; they need’a Jeaf, as well as 
a fence; and fruit,as well as a /badow. Our 
Lord keeps them under many wants, that they 
may have many errands to his door; and that 
he'may have many vents to let out of his ful- 
nefs,and give proof of what is in him for their 
good. “His full’ breaft of all-fufficiency and 
affection needs ‘all their wants, as vents to let 
out himfelf by many ways, and many commu- 
nications to them, ~The day comes when they 
fhallenter into the joy.of their Lord, that cannot 
now enter into them; their vents are fo narrow 
that they cannot tet in what he hath, and what 
he is ih hinifelf for thern, and whereof they 
are not capable now, notwithftanding their 
manifold neceffities. “Hence you that are ac- 
quaint with manifold neceffities, if you look 
upon them abftractly, you may get an embit- 
tering fight of them, and may wonder and ery, 
Wo is me that Pam fo full of wants! but look 
upon them with an ¢ye to Chrift’s defign, and 
they’ will be another thing: “you will fee that 
he keeps you tinder many wants, that he may 
have much work -about you and them; he 
keeps you empty, that his fulnefs may be in 
requeft. And if thus you look upon them, it 
will ferve not only to encourage you, but to 
make you lament that you fhould be fo ftrait- 
ened in your own bowels, when you are not 
{traitened in him: yea, fenfe of want would 
be more defirable in order to fupply; confider- 
ing, that when all your wants are laid toge- 
ther, yet you have’ but ftraitened bowels to 
take in what he is willing to letout. 7 

2. Particular here imported is, That the ne- 
ceffities of Chrift’s followers and of his bride, 
are not only many, but their improvement of 
Chrift will be fo far'from dimini hing the fenfe 
of their neceflities and wants, that new wants 
will be difcovered, and new enjoyments will 
beget new appetites. When does the bride 
need fruit? Even when the is fet down under | 
Chrift’s fhadow, and begun to make ufe of 
him. ~ ‘Phe fcope of the metaphor teaches this. 
A perfon'fcorched and purfued, fees no more 
needful at that tinie but a thadow; yet when 
he hath got under that’fhadow, his other ne- 
ceffities and want of provifion pinches him: 
fo here, when the fcorched bride is driven to 
her fhadow, and fet down under it, then the 
finds her other wants. This is the kindly fruit 
of well improven enjoyments, that it ftill raifes 
anéw appetite for more. Thefe that have taft- 


__ed that the Lord is gracious, will, as new-born 


babes, dere the fincere milk of the word, 1 Pet. ii... 
Hence, take a right look of the growing dif- 
covery of wants, you may think it is an evi- 
dence ofa worfe condition than you was in. 
before; but miftake not, it is ‘a great evidence 
of communion with Chrift, and that you are. 
come under his fhadow, when even there your 

7 -faintnefs 
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faintnefs calls for fruit. It is a fad evidence of 
diftance, and that people are not making ute 
of Chrift, when their wounds begin to clofe 
up, and the fenfe of their wants is diminifhed. 
But on the contrary, there isno better evidence 
of communion with Chrift, of nighnefs to 
him, and that your enjoyments are real and 
blefled to you, than when your enjoyments 
difcover want, and beget appetite for the fup- 
ply thereof. 

3, Another thing imported is, that commu- 
nion with Chrift and clofing with him, fhould 
not be entertained with idlene/s, but with dih- 
gence. The bride of Chrift here hath more ado 
than to fit down under his {hadow with great 
delight; fhe finds that in that cafe, fhe is: cal- 
led to gather fruit under the apple-tree; and 
eat, and improve that opportunity fhe hath 
gotten, by taking his fruit and feeding thereon: 
communion with Chrift is given us not to fet 
us idle, but to make us bufy on fuch a happy 
opportunity; and that partly, . 

(1.) Becaufe we know not what may be up- 
on the dackof that opportunity ; it may be like 
that which Elijah got under the juniper-tree, 
1 Kings xix. 5, 6,7. where the angel defires him 
to eat, for the journey is great he hath to go; and 
he got forty days fafting after that double meal: 
little know we what may be on the back of a 
banquet, how hardly we may be put to it. 

(2.) Becaufe idlenefs will. foon cut us /hort 
of our enjoyments.. When Chrift and the 
bride are together at a feaft, Song v. 1. on the 
back of it fhe falls afleep; though it was.but 
a flumber, her heart waking, yet he thereby 
was put to the back of the door, ver. 2. Ill 
improven opportunities may ftrip a foul of all 
its enjoyments before it be aware: Emptine/s.and 
diftance may freal on, as one that travails; and pover- 
ty as an armed man, Under the happy fhadow 
we fhould be holy epicures, diligent feeders, 
and greedy eaters of the fruit of the apple-tree. 

4. It is here imported, that the neceffities of 
the faints cannot be fo many but Chrift hath 
jupp for them all. If they be affaulted, and 
tempeft-beaten, or fcorched and fun-burnt, he 
is a fhadow; if they be faint, he hath fruit; 
and his fruit is, 
 (1.) Refre/bing fruit, and it is called fruzt, in 
conformity to the metaphor of his being the 
apple-tree: the purchafed and promifed allow- 
ances of Chrift to his people are refrefhing and 
fatisfying, like favoury fruit. | 

(2.) This fruit is /oid fruit; the believer feeds 
not upon wind, as it is faid of Ephraim, Hof. 
xii, 1. but fruit; he does not feed upon a/bes, 
as it is faid of idolaters, Ifa. xliv. 20. but fruit; 
he does not feed upon por/on, as it is faid of the 
wicked, Job xx. 16.; nor does he feed upon 
bufks, as it is faid of the prodigal fon, before 
he returned to his father, but the fruit that 
grows upon this apple-tree, the tree of life. 

(3.) This fruitis not only pleafant and folid, 
but plentiful, and fufficient to anfwer their ne- 
ceflities, and all of their wants: Where jin a- 
bounded, grace doth much more abound. O Sirs, it 
is an ufeful ftudy to ftudy the fulnefs of 

4Chrift, in his natures, in his perfon, in his 

offices, in his ftates of humiliation and exalt- 
~ ation, and his words and precious promifes |. 
Here is wine and milk, both fpecial and common 
allowances, Ifa.lv.1. Again, __ | 


~ (4.) As this fruit is durable fruit; fo itis good. 


to ftudy the durablenefs of his allowances; 
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for, John iv. 14. it is the water that /prings up to 
everlafing hfe. The fruit of the tree of life is ftill 
green and frefh, Rev. xxii. 2.; and ftill ripe and 
ready for eating: and all thefe rich, full, and 
durable allowances are thine, poor needy foul, 
according as thou doft need them; and thy 
need is thy pafs and warrant for clofing with 
them, Ifa. lv..1. Ao, every one that thirfteth, come 
ye to the waters. -John vii. 39. Jf any man thirft, 
let him come tome and drink. The thirfty ground 
is the ground that needs a fhower; the thirfty _ 
foul is the foul that needs a drink, even as the 
hungry man is the man that needs meat: and 
the more need, the ‘more let be your errands 
to Chrift for fupply. Have you much to do? 
Well, in him you have much:to do it with ; 
here would be your life to take up Chrift’s ful- 
nefs rightly, and toimprove it as your need is 
difcovered to you. . iz “aa 
5. His fruit was fweet to my, tafe, it imports, 
that there is a plea/ant relifh and /weetne/s In. 
Chrift’s allowances to his people. Concerning 
which we may remark, po a 
(1.) That his allowances to them are nop 
only /uficient and enough, Bread enough and to 
Jpare; but they are /weet and delicious. Chritft’s 
fruits are like the tree caft into the waters: of 
Marah, that made them fweet, Exod. xv. 25: 
It is like the meal caft into the prophet’s pot 


' that took death out of it, 2 Kings iv. 41. ‘So 


that if you would have any forrowfulor bitter 
condition {weetned, then no method is fo com- 
modious, nor mean fo fure,.as-totake the fruit 
of this apple-tree to feafon it: they are much 
to be pitied that are under any hard and bit- 
ter lot, and have nothing of ‘Chrift to,fweet- 
en it. E44 . “ia 
(2.). As Chrift’s fruit is fweet in itfelf, and 
fweetens other things, fo the faints will ae- 
knowledge it to be fweet when they are in a 
right frame; and their tafte not corrupted and 
vitiate; for then. they are like perfons in a fe- 
ver, their tafte marred; andthe fweeteft things 
feem to be bitter to them: but when the faints 
of God are in a,right frame, ‘they will not fall 
in that fault... Eliphas fufpected in Job, chap. 
xv. 11. Are the confolations of God /mall to thee? Yea, 
when their fouls are in health, even his words 
of reproof will be fweet, even as the wounds 
of a friend that is faithful to aright difcerner, 
and.as excellent oil that will not break their 
heads.. Surely then his honey, and honey- 
comb allowances will be fweet unto them ; 
and they owe.this teftimony to the truth of 
the matter, that Ais fruit 2s fweet. We are not 
complimenting him when we commend him 
and his fruit: we. ought to commend him thus 
to others, faying with the church, Ais mouth is 
moft fweet ; and with David, O tafe and fee that the 
Lord 1s good: when we repine and quarrel, and 
fret becaufe of our fcanty allowances, O how 
ill-bred are we! And as the full foul that loaths 
the honey-comb, it is a fign our {piritual fenfe 
and difcerning is corrupted, when we cannot 
atteft that bis fruit is fweet. pak” 
(3.). The Lord is pleafedfometimes to fatisfy. 
his people with the fweetnefs of his. fruits, 
without putting them ftill to the trouble of be- 
lieving a bare word: he can, by fenfible com- 


forts, make the greateft doubter and. drooper 


to call himfelf a liar, that ever he fhould have 
brought up an ill report of Chrift and his. al- 
lowances. This is fometimes the privilege of 
God's people; and though: it were, but mersin 

roe sees a life-. 
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a life-time, or though it were, as in Jacob’s 
cafe, twenty years between one {weet Bethel 
and another, he fhould be bleffed for it: it is 
not their ordinary to have thefe fun-blinks, or 
to be overcome with love and fweetnefs; for 
ordinarily they walk by faith, not by fight: by 
thefe warm blinks he fometimes gives faith 
a breathing. Andtherefore, furely they make 
a wrong ufe of thefe fenfible comforts, who 
cannot live without them; and who think 
God is gone, and Chrift is gone, and all is 
gone, when thefe comforts are gone: Afaph 
calls himfelf a beaft for thinking fo, Pfal. lxxtii. 
22,23. So fooli/h was I} and ignorant ; I was as a 
beaft before thee: neverthele/s; [ am continually with 
thee ; thou haft holden me by my right-hand: under 
my temptations I queftioned all my religion 
as vain, and thought God was gone; but now 
I fee that at my worft his hand was round a- 
bout me. | | 

(4.) Yet it would ftill be remembered, that 
thefe fweet comforts and fealing favours are 
the effects of faith, if they be real and not delu- 
five: I fat down under his fhadow ; then follows 
the fweetnefs and fenfible taftes of his goodnefs 
and. grace: thefe are fent in order to cherifh 
faith; and to exercife faith in Chrift is the way 
to have more of thefe: In whom believing we re- 
joe. After ye believed ye were fealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promife. When comforts are gotten in 
a way of believing, then they are free of delu- 
fion; yea, then they are ftrengthening, and 
do much good; The joy of the Lord is your firength, 
Neh. viii. 10. | 

6. It imports, that thefe fruits that are fo 
{weet and delicious to the believer's tafte, they 
are ftill Ais fruits: It was he; with the Father, 
and Holy Gohft, that from:all eternity decreed 
the communication of thatfruit: itis he that 
purchafed all the fruit: it is he ‘that is the /ore- 
houfein whom. it is laid up; for, All fulue/s'dwell- 
eth in him, and out of bis fulnefs we may receive it: 
it is he thatis the donor and difpen/er of the fruit, 
according as his wifdom and love fees meet, 
he lets it out to them, not as they would, but 
as they need: it is he that guides the fruit he 
gives them, otherwife they would mifguide 
it: and it is he that will make a good account 
of it all in due time; the day comés wherein 
he will be glorified in the faints, and admired in all 
that believe. You may queftion, If this fruit be 
in his hand to give out, how you came to be 
fo fcrimped?: But, as he is wife, fo-he will be 
true'to his truft; and will:beftow all in due 
time, In a word, it is his fruit, for it grows 
all. wpon him: that is the:apple-tree ; and this 
makes the fruit to be ineffably weet, that it 
is all his: and,:as the water of life is fweeteft 
at the fountain-head; fo.the fruit is fweeteft 
to the believer's tafte that is'feen to be growing 
on the tree of life, and tobe allsin: him who 
is fulnefs and.fweetnefs itfelf. 
_ VI. The fixth and laft thing propofed, was, 
To deduce fome inferences:for the application. 
And, in general, from the church’s practice 
here, after her commending of this-apple-tree 
as matchlefs, her fitting down under his fha- 
dow, faying upon the matter, I am an expceri- 
mental witnefs of his fingular and matchlefs 
excellency; my experience is an orator to fet 
‘forth what Chrift is, we may fee, 
~ 1. That a commendation of Chrift and an: im- 
provement of him fhould go together. For, 

wanot, II, ; 
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Chrift will accept of no commendation, or fair 
language, as a proof of fincerity and upright- 
nefs, unlefs it be attended with an improve- 
ment and ufe-making of him. Chrift is not 
only fair and beautiful, but alfo full and boun- 
tiful; and therefore he wants not only to be 
commended but improven, that men may come 
to him for life, John v. 20. - And unlefs they come 
and taffe and fee that he is good, Pfal. xxxiv. 8, he 
values not, butdefpifes their flattering him with 
their mouth, Pfal. Ixxviii. 34. He wants not 
only that you {peak good of him, but that 
you make ufe of the good that is in him.— 
Know alfo that right zmprovement of Chrift rifes 
from a due /ight and efeem of him as fingular 
and matchlefs: they that come and fee, will 
come and fhare; We beheld his glory, full of grace 
and truth; then it follows, Out of his fulne/s have 
all we received, John xiv. 16. The knowledge 
of Chrift draws men to improve him; andthe 
improvement of him draws forth commenda- 
tion of him: thefe mutually influence one a; 
nother. Chrift is none of thefe who, the more 
they are known, the lefs they are efteemed; 
no: his half cannot be told nor known: ad- 


-miration and fitting down fpeechlefs as over- 


come, is the higheit pitch they can fly in his 
commendation. Youthat are {tranges to Chrift 
fhould try him before you fay he is a wilder- 
nefs; you carinot judge of colours while you 
are blind: if you would come and fee, or come 
and tafte how good he is, you would, as the 
Samaritan, John iv. 42. not commend him on- 
ly from hear-fay, but from your own experi- 
ence: your experience would tell more than we 
can fay. You'that-know him, and have any 
experience, fee that you bring up no ill report 
of him; you owe him a teftimony: let him 
not be to you as other beloveds, but extol him 
above them all, even from your own experi- 
ence: and: let it be feen that you are at your 
centre when you meet with him, and that there 
is no room for a plus ultra, that you need go no 
further, unlefs it be to grow in your know- 
ledge and efteem of him. 

2. Hence fee, that all we have adoin the im- 
provement of him, is to take of him what he 
hath to communicate: if we be weary, to fit 
down and reft; if fcorched, to get under his 
fhadow ; if faint and hungry, to eat-of his 
fweet fruit. It is faid, Acts xx. 35. Remember 
the words of our Lord Fefus, how ‘he faid, It is more 
bleffed to give than to receive. Thus it is Chrift’s 
bleffednefs to give and not to receive; ‘and it is 
our bleflednefs to have to do with fuch an one, 
to whom we are called not to come and give, 
but tocome and receive: we have nothing to give, 
and he can receive nothing: we have nothin 
but wants; and he feeks nothing but panne 
tiesand wants to be brought to him: we have 
nothing but weaknefs; and he delights tomake 
his frength perfect in weakne/s, 2 Cor. xii. 9. He 
delights to be wafhing and fhaking white thefe 
that have /ain among the pots, Pfal. lxviii.13. Yea, 
he delights to welcome apofates, and thefe 
that dave played the harlot with many lovers, and 
to heal back/lidings, Jer. iii. 1. Hof. xiv, 4.° In a 
word, Chrift alone is the only market for poor 
worthlefs fouls: be thy cafe what it will, he is 
even as meet for'you as you could with; gag 
be thy cafe what it will, if you make ufe o 
him you are happy, and if you be brought to 
trade and traffic with him, whofe bleflednefs 


is to give and not to receive,-" © 
3- Hence 
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3. Hence fee, that Chrift is to be amproven 
in every cafe, as being fully furnifhed for, not 
only /ome, but for a// wants: if you want rett, 
or want a fhadow, or want food and fruit; he 
is a fun and fhield, he gives grace and he gives glory, 
Pfal. lxxxiv. 2. And if thefe be not enough, 
then it follows, No good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly. Coming under his 
fhadow, your grievances may grow, your trou- 
bles and difficulties may grow, but they can- 
not out-grow his all-fufficiency to fupply: as 
your ftate alters and changes, hecan give you 
change of raiment and change of armour; for, 
They that wait on the Lord fhall renew thewyirength; 
and make you able to do all things through Chrift 

firengthening you; and make you content, how 
to be abafed and how to abound. If you be 
called to fuffer and bear heavy reproaches, and 
heavy burdens that the world lay upon you, 
he can make your back invincible, fo as they 
fhall fooner weary to lay on burdens than he 
fhall weary to fupport you. Ina word, believ- 
er, you.are fo complete in Chrift, that it ill be- 
comes you to go to another door;, nay, let all 
your wants be upon him, and improve him for 
all. And you fhould employ him not in Jefer 
difficulties only, and then give him over when 
furprized with great troubles, faying, This eval 
is of the Lord; why fhould I wait on the Lord any 
longer? as that wicked king did, 2 Kings vi. 33. 
no, by no means. Nor do you employ him 
in greater troubles, and think. to wreftle alone 
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with /efer; for the leaft trouble and temptation - 


will be too hard for you, when you are alone 
without. him;;but, / all thy ways acknowledge 
him; and, In every.thing make your. requefts known to 
hint. ox 
“4. Hence fee,. that clofng with Chri, and /it-. 
ting down under his /hadow, is the. way to tafe of 
bis fruits, and to have communion with him, to 
make ufe of him in every cafe is the;way..to 
have a pleafant feaft with him, every.thing 
by prayer and fupphication, with thank/giving, let 
your requefts be made known unto God; and then. it 
follows, the peace of God, that paffeth all underfiand- 
ing, fhall keep your bearts and minds through Chryft 
Fefus, Phil. iv. 6,7. Only you are not to choofe 
and ufe him for adverfities only, or. to, help 
you in particular exigents, but to fit down un- 
der- his fhadow, and take up your reft in-him 
as, your everlafting reft. Hence the bride.of 
Chrift runs to no other door, to no other. tree, 
knowing there is.no other God; (though there 
be. that are-called gods, whether in heaven;or 1n, 
earth, as.there be gods many, and lords many ;); but 
one, the Father, of whom are.allihings, and we m 
him, and one Lord. Fefus Chri, by.2vhom are all 
things, and we by him, There are many trees:that. 
people run to for fhelter ; but the believer,runs 
to Chrift, and cannot reft any where elfe. ..The 
bride here had the watchmen to go.to, the daagh- 
ters of Jerufalem, but none of them could pleafe 
her in_his abfence gO tell him d am fick of love x af 
you find bim tell bm. Your company. will not 
pleafe me, paftors, ordinances, public and pris 
wate, means, duties, and devotions carinot be 
a fhadow to me;, Chrift is the only relief.to.a 
fcorched foul. Mary came to feek Chrift. in 
the fepulchre ; fhe {ees two angels in white, 
pointing out their glory; one might have 
thought that fight might. have fufficed her, 
and made her fay with Peter, Jt2s good to be here; 
no: but fhe wept, and faid, They bave taken a- 
way my Lord: the fight of angels could not da- 
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tisfy her, when Chrift was away; fhe could 
not fit down under any other fhadow, but that 
of the apple-tree. | 
5. Hence fee the folly of thefe who have fuch 
a fhadow as Chrift in their offer, and yet truft in 
a lye, and fit down under the fhadow of the 
trees of the wood, &c. that will fail them in the 
day of their need, Iam afraid, that even in 
this company, there may be fome that are ex- 
pecting relief.under fome tree of the wood, 
and not under the fhadow of the apple-tree.—’ 
Some reft themfelves: fecurely under the tree 
of civility, as a fconce from any heat in the 
world: but. remember, though you ‘be. civil, 
and. moral; and -honeft good: neighbours, this 
will be a poor withering gourd that will. ne- 
ver fhelter you from the wrath of God; the 
publican that {mote upon his breaft, and cried, 
God be merciful to me a finner, went home juttified 
more than the Pharifee, that could fay, He was 
not as other men, no extortioner, unjufi man, er adul- 
terer, but fafed twice a week, and give tithes of all 
that Ipoffe/s, Luke xviii. 9,—13.—Some fet them- 
felves under the tree of legal righteoufne/s, their’ 
good works and good frames joined with: 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs, which they think rea- 
fonable, feeing they do not offer to join with 
it their fins nor their evil works, but their 
righteoufnefs; nothing but what the law of 
God requires, and the gofpel of Chrift calls for: 
but there is noother {hadow but Chrift and his 
righteoufnefs; for, Jf righteoufne/s come by the law, 
in part or in whole, Chri diedin vain, Gal. il. 21, 
— Some truft to the tree of their own feigned 
faiths we read. of a faith unfergned ; but many have 
but a feigned faith: they fay they truft in God, 
andi believe in Ghrift; and thefe are but feign= 
ed words, and»words of courfe; and they but 
fit down under, the fhadow of their feigned 
faith, not under the fhadow of the apple-tree. 
—Some truft to the tree of rude repentance: when: 
they commit-a fin, they run away to God and 
fay, “ I have committed this; Lord,’ pardon 
“ me, and I fhall never doit agam.” Many: 
lean much, to this tree; but, as Judas repented 
and. caft away his idol filver, and faid, 7 have 
betrayed, innocent blood, and yet perifhed, fo will 
thefe that truft to any other fhadow, but’ that 
of the apple-tree; they walk but im the fparks of — 
their own kindling, and will ly down am forrow, Ua, 
l. T locre?t 9 dort pee 
But thefe only are wife and happy that fit 
down nowhere elfe but under: the Sette of 
the apple-tree by faith; for, here is the fruit 
to be reaped, namely, ju/fifcation; being juftifi- 
ed. by the faith of Chrift, and not by the works of the 
law, Gal,-ii. 19. Sanctification: we read of them 
that are /anctified by faith that isin Chrift Fefus, ACS 
xxvi, 18, Adoption flows from this ; We are the 
children of Godby faith; and, to them that beheve 
be gave power \ta become the children of God, John 
i. 12. Fellow/bip with .God flows from this; 
for, Chrift is faid to dwell in the heart by faith, 
Eph, iii.'17.—Here is the door of communion — 
with God.in grace and.in glory. oT 
6. Hence fee, that faith isa compofing grace; 
itis a fitting down under Chrift’s fhadow, un-- 
der the covert of his blood, under the fhadow 
of his righteoufnefs. And we may try our 
faith by this improvement it makes of Chrift 
amidft all outward orinward fcorchings, whe- 
ther by outward afflictions or inward toflings, 
from the apprehenfion of God’s wrath, and af- 
faults with the fiery’ darts of Satan’s tempta- 
Bais ah “s tions. 
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tions. It views Chrift as a complete fhadow, 
and the fovereign cure of all, and makes ufe 
of him for that end; and in this ufe-making 
of him juft interpofes Chrift between us and 
wrath, and between us and whatfoever is trou- 
blefome and burdenfome to us: this faith is 
jatta man’s quieting himfelf upon this ground; 
cafting anchor here when toft with tempetts 
and not comforted, .faying, Why art thou difeou- 
raged, O my foul? and why art thou difquieted with- 
in me? Hope thou in God, for I fhall yet praife him, 
whois the health of my countenance, and my God, Pia, 
xhi. 11. Return to thy ref, O myfoul; for the Lond 
hath dealt bountiful with thee, Pfal. cxvi. 7. 

- © 7, Hence fee, that as the exercife of faith is 
a pleafant and delightful exercife; fo there is not 
only pleafure and compofure of foul in this em- 
ployment, of taking the benefit of the apple- 
tree for a fhadow, but alfo /weetne/s and /at:/- 
Jatton in fharing of the fruits that grow upon 
that tree: here they eat and feed upon his 
fruits, that are exceeding fweet to their fpiri- 
tual tafte and experience. What fruit of his? 
His words, his works, his manifeftations, his 
communications. 9 Liet We 

(1.) His words are f{weet; hence David cries, 
How fweet are thy words to my tafte! fweeter than 
honey to my mouth, Pfal. cxix.103. The Jews con- 
fefled that newer man fpake like this man; and Peter 
fays, Thou haft the words of eternal life. 

(2.) His works are fweet; his incarnation, 
death, refurrection, and all the fruits of them; 
his: afcenfion in ournature, /eading captivity cap- 
five, and giving gifts unto men; his fitting at.the 
right-hand of the Majefty on high, in our na- 
ture; making continual interceflion for . his 
people; his prefence in time of trouble, his 
protection in ‘time of danger, and all the works 
of his Mediatorfhip. . oat 

(3:) His manifefations and communications are all 
{weet.. How delicioufly entertained is the»be- 
hieving foul, when he manifetts himfelf to 
him,ein.another way than he does unto the 
world; and communicates of his grace, mercy; 
and loving-kindnefs unto him! 

. 8. Hence fee the duty of all fnuers and believ- 
ers both.—It- is the duty of /uners to come to 

_ the Saviour: if they would havea fcreen and 

fhadow between them and the wrath of God; 

they are to come to»Chrift'as the apple-tree; 
and fit down under his {hadow.—It is the duty 
of dekevers, that have been wandering from 
their refting place, to return to their reft, and 
take their feat again under his fhadow. «As 

Mofes, being a type of Chrift,ftood in ‘the gap 

to hold off the wrath of God, Pfal. cvi. 23.3 fo 

Chrift the Mediator of the new covenant ftands 

betwixt us and the heat of God’s wrath, and of 

the: wrath of men and devils.’ ‘O’come under 
the {hadow of this.apple-tree. Their’ forrows 

Shall be: multiplied that baften after other gods, and 

that run to other trees for fhade and fhelter; 

but comforts fhall be multipled on them that 
come to this apple-tree, and fit down under 
the fhadow'thereof, Chrift is the apple-tree, 
andhe is able to. help you; A man fhall be a hid- 
ing place from the florm, a covert from the tempeft, as 
rivers of water in a dry place, and asthe /hadow of 
agreat rock ina weary land, Here the weary fhall 
have reft; the fcorched fhall have-thelter ; and 
the faint fhall have fruit. As heis able, fo he 

‘is willing to give all comers welcome entertain- 
ment; Him that cometh, I will in no wife caft out: 
nay, I will be fo far from cafting him out, that 
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it will never enter into my mind; J will in no 
wife caft bim out... Our Lord hath a coramiflion 
to receive all comers, and to loofe all the pri- 
foners of hope; The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me; for be hath anointed me to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and to open the prifon doors to them that are 
bound, to preach good. tiding to the meck, Ua. \xi. 1. 
How heartily does he invite you to come! Oz 
the great day of the feaft, Fefus ftood, and cried, If any 
man thirfteth, let him come to me and drink ; tf any man 
hunger, let bim come to.me and eat. Wherefore are 
we fent out to you, but to bring you to the 
apple-tree? ! 


Permit me next to addrefs myfelf to you by 

way of advice. Let me advife you, 
. 1. To be fenfible of your great need of this 
fhadow. If any here prefent be infenfible of 
their need, there are three hands I would fend 
you to for your conviction. 

(1.)One is to the Jaw: for, by the law is the 
knowledge of fin: hear what the law fays to you, 
Curfed is every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them, Gal. ini. 
10. That every mouth may be flopped, and all the 
world become guilty-before the Lord, Rom. ili. 19. 
When the command thus comes, fin will revive, and 
you will die, Rom, vil. 9. 

(2.) Go to the Spirit of God, and hear what 
the Spirit fays; When he is come he will convince 
the world of fin; Of fin-becaufe they believe not on me, 
John xviv 8; 9. As the law fhews that you are 
unrighteous, fo:the Spirit fhews you are an 
unbeliever ; the Spirit, by the law, fhews your 
malady, and by the law and gofpel both, fhews 
your averfion from the remedy. 

(3.) Yow are to hear what con/fcience fays; 
when the law condemns you as a tranfgreflor 
of the law, and the Spirit convinces you of fin, 
becaufe*you believe not the gofpel; then the 
proper work of confcience is to pais, the con- 
demnatory fentence again{ft you, and to pro- 
nounce it in your bofom, making you to fay, 
Ilamtheman, Iam the woman that hath vio- 
lated the law of God, and vilified the gofpel of 
God. » But when you are convinced; you muft 
not.reft:here ; for, 

2. O efeem highly of the apple-tree, and the 
fhadow:thereof. : How .will-a: fcorched, fun- 
burnt man defire a fhadow! and what woulda 
fainting man give for fweet fruit! Such is to 
be had-under the {hadow of Chrift’s righteouf- 
nefs.. This:is the manner and order ef the 
Spirit’s work; having conviacediof fin, he con- 
vinces'next-of rightecu/ne/s ; he brings firft to 
the fiery law, andithen:to the fair apple-tree, 
Let your efteem of himy be attended with defire 
after: him and delight in him. I told you the 
words. may be-read, J delighted, and fat down; it 
fuppofés fome heart-panting after him, as the 
heart panteth after the water-brooks, Pfalm, xlit. 1. 

3. O! will you: goto.the apple-tree. You 
fhould not only be fenfible of your loft ftate 
and condition, and not only defire to be at him, 
and highly prize and efteem him; but juft go 
to him.’ How'can you fit down under his fha- 
dow, if you'go not to him? That is, being fen- 
fible of your. need of Chrift, and affured of the 
worth of Chrift, you turn your face towards 
him, and your back upon every thing oppofite 
to him; to turn your back upon all the trees of 
the wood, upon all created confidences where- 
in you Was ready to truft, and to go only to | 
the apple-tree. for relief, OR ert Gat 


4. | When 
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4. When you come to the apple-tree, then 

fit down under the fhadow thereof; and what is 
“that? It is juft fit down; and, 

1.) Interpofe Chrift between you and all things 
that annoy you: put him between you and all 
fears; between you and all temptations ; be- 
tween you and all hazards; between you and 
every fcorching fun. 

(2.) Sit downand fay with Chrift, and never 
part with him, depart who will: let your lan- 
guage be with Ruth, Jntreat me not to leave thee, 
or to return from following after thee; for whither 
thou goefI will go; where thou lodgeft, L will lodge: 
thy people fhall be my people, and thy God my God, 
Ruth i. 16. It is remarkable, Chrift fays to his 
difciples, Will you alfo go away? No, fays Peter ; 
Whither foall we go? thou baft the words of eternal 
hfe ? 

Te) Sit down and’ guiet yourfelf in Chrift. 
The poor fpoufe of Chrift was wandering and 
reftlefs; fhe can get no reft without or-within 
doors; fhe goes hither and thither: fhe met 
with the watchmen, and then with the daugh- 
ters of Jerufalem; but no reft till nowthatfhe 
is come to the fhadow of the apple-tree. 

(4.) Sit down and take refre/hment to your 

weary fouls; come and feaft upon the apple- 
tree; and, as you come, be convinced you 
cannot come alone; Chrift hath told you, No 
man can come to me, except the Father which hath 
Jent me, draw him: therefore, put up your pray- 
er to God, and fay, “ The Son of thy love, O 
“ Father, hath told me, I cannot come under 
“ his fhadow, except thou draw me; therefore 
“ now, O good and gracious God, for the fake 
“ of Jefus, draw me:” and under the influence 
of this drawing grace, come and fit downand 
gather apples. Jam the true vine, faid our Lord 
jefus, and my Father is the hufbandman; even fo, 
he is the true apple-tree, and his Father is the 
gardener; and he is now come to fhake the 
tree, to let down the apples about your hands 
that you may gather, or to bend the branches 
down to you, that you may pluck what apples 
you need. : 

What apples, fay you?) Why, we fhall tell 
you of eight forts of apples. Well here is, 

1. The apple of. imputed righteoufne/s for you 
that are guilty finners. . Your own righteouf- 
nefs is arotten apple, good for nothing but to 
be caft away, with all your other idols, to the 


REPOSE 


moles and to the bats; but the righteoufnefs — 


of Chrift is a fweet apple, a frefh apple, a ripe 
apple, ready for eating: and if you tafte of this 
apple you {hall live a life of juftification.. By 
eating the forbidden fruit you was condemned; 
but by tafting of this apple you fhall bejuftifi- 


ed: By one man’s offence, judgment came upon all men 


to condemnation; but by the righteoufne/s of one, the free 


zift comes upon all men unto juflification of life: for, 
as by one man’s difobedience, many were made finners ; 
Jp, by the obedience of one, fhall many be made righte- 
ous, Rom. v. 18, -19. 

2, Here is the apple of implanted grace you 
may pluck from off this tree of life. Do you 
want even the grace of faith and ability to 
pluck? It grows upon this tree; Chrift is the 
author of faith, and the jini/her of wt. Do you 
want the grace of repentance? It grows alfo up- 
on this tree, Acts v. 31. Aim hath God exalted, to 
give repentance to Irael, and remiffion of fin. Doyou 
want /ove? It grows upon this tree; his love 
is the feed of love; We love him, becaufe he firft 
loved us: his doing, dying, rifing, reigning love 
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is the feed that being fown in your heart, will 
make heart-love to him grow there. —What- 
ever grace you need you may get it upon this 
tree of life; for, Out of his fulne/s we all receive, 
and grace for grace; Or, as it may be read, Love 


Sor love. 


3. Here is the apple of peace. Is not peace 
with God and peace of confcience a {weet apple? 
And does it not grow here? Jn the world ye /hall 
have tribulation, but in me ye fhall have peace: He 
made peace by the blood of his croft. O! who would 
not bein hands with this refrefhing apple, that 
will chear the heart againft all:the difquiet in: 
the world! This:peace in Chrift is like a dry. 
houfe within, in a rainy day without doors. It 
is like a quiet harbour in ftormy ‘weather; or: 
a fafe haven ina terrible tempett. . . ' 

4. Here is the apple of joy, joy in. the Holy. 
Ghoft; and this alfo grows uponthe apple-tree: 
Whom having not feen ye love, in whom though now 
ye fee him:not, yet believing, ye rejoice wwith joy un= 
JSpeakable and full of glory, t Pet. 1,8. Atafte of 
this apple makes all carnal joy taftelefs to you; 
for, it 1s wnfpeakable joy, full joy, glorious joy, 
and unfpeakably full of glory; the verydawn- 
ing of the day of glory. ; 

5. Here is the apple of contentment that grows 
upon this tree of life; contentment with every 
lot, every crofs: Godline/s with contentment is great 
gain. When aman taftes of this apple, itmakes 
him fay with Paul, J am poor, yet poffefing all 
things; Iam forrowful, yet always rejoice: I have 
learned in whatfoever fate I am, therewith to be: con- 
tent. "This fweet apple fweetens every lot be it 
never fo bitter. 

6. Here is the apple of communion with God, 
and acce/s to him that grows upon this tree; 
for, through bim we have accefs by one Spirit to 
the Father: putting the foul in cafe to fay, Traly 
our fellow/hip 1s with the Father, and with his Son 
Fefus Chri. “This makes the foul.to invite: o- 
thers fometimes to come and fhare, faying, O 
tafte and fee-that the Lord is good; for, that which 
we bave feen and heard declare we unto you, that you 
may have fellowfhip with us ; while we have fel- 
lowfhip with the Father, in his electing love; 
-with the Son, in his redeeming love; and with _ 
the Holy Ghoft, mn his applying both the loye 
of the Father, and the grace of the Son, This 
communion is fometimes only in defire; The 
defire of our fouls 1s to thy name, and to the remembe- 
rance of thee. Sometimes in delight; Dehght thy-. 
Jelf in the Lord, and he will give thee the defire of 
thine hearte © | 

y. Here is the apple of {piritual Lerty that 
grows upon this apple-tree; Jf the Son make you 
Sree, ye are free indeed. When we tafte of this 
apple, we preach.at liberty, and pray at liber- 
ty, and hear at liberty, believe at liberty, and 
walk at liberty; [wll walk at liberty, for I feek 
thyprecepts, Plalm cxix. 45... It is a heartfome 
feaft to the foul: when all bonds and fetters are 
loofed, and the heart at liberty to love; the 
hand at liberty to work; and the feet at liber- 
ty torun; / will run the way of thy commandments, 
when thou haf enlarged my heart. faa. 

8, Here is the apple of affrance that grows 
upon this tree: aflurance of God’s everlafting 
love is one of the fweeteft apples: that ever was 
tafted; and a tafte of it makes the man to cry 
out, J know that-my Redeemer liveth, Job xix. 25.; 
LT kuow in whom I have believed, 2% Tim. i. 12. J 
know that if the earthly houfe of this tabernacle were 
difolved, Ihave a. building of God, an boufe not made” 
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with hands, eternal in the heavens, 2 Cor. V. 1.3 
and, J am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities nor powers, nor things 
prefent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, fhall be able to feparate us from 
the love of God which is in Chrift Fefus our Lord, 
Rom: viii. 38, 39. This apple, being tatted, 
leads the foul up:to the pinacle of praife, ac-. 
cording to that word, Pfalm cxl. 13. Surely the 
righteous [hall give thanks to thy. name; the upright 
Shall dwell in-thy prefence. el ' 

In.a word, there is no telling of all the ap- 
‘ples that grow on this tree of life: there is no 
end.of the number nor the fweetnefs of them ;: 
becaufe all the, trea/ures of »y heaven are: the ap- 
ples that grow here; for, in him are bid all the. 
afurés of wifdom and knowledge. All the perfec- 


tions. of God are the apples that grow uponthis 
tree; for, he is the wi/dom of God, and the power 


of God; and in him dwells all.the fulne/s of the God- 
ead bodily. All the graces:.of the Spirit are the 
apples that grow.upon this,tree; We beheld bis 
glory, the glory as of the only, begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth, All the prami/es of the cove- 
nant are the apples: that grow; upon this tree} 
for, All the promifes of God arein hum Yea, and imbim. 
Amen, to the glory of God. | haw 
+O my dearfriends, if one fhould-throw but 
a lap-full of green apples among a company 
of reapers on a haryeit field; what a running, 
and ftriving, and ftruggling. would there 
be, who fhould. get their pockets: beft filled. 
Allow me the homely comparifon, where yet 
there is no comparifon; only, our Lord being 
here compared to the apple tree among the trees of 
the wood, and you being allowed not only to fit 
down under his fbadow with great dehght, but alfo 
to. take of the frwit that fhall be /weet to your 
tafe, Isthere no appetite here, no difpofition.to 
gather the fruit-of this apple-tree; tor, he that: 
ecateth of this fruit fhall live for ever, Johnvi. 5, 8? 
Here you may gather a ftore of apples, that will 
be provifion forthe day of death, and for a long 
eternity. - Now, the great-God, the great gar- 
dener, is, by this gofpel-offer, fhaking the ap- 
ple-tree; O ftrive who fhall get the greateft fill 
ofthis fruit! Which of thefe apples are you 
for? Orrather, Are you for them all? Do you 
need them.all? Why then, they.are defigned for 
the poor and needy; therefore, Whofoever will, 
let him come and take freely: be what you will, 
and whatever you have been, or are, if you 
think that this fruit would do you good, or 
that thefe apples would do you fervice, now 
when you are under the tree lay your hands 
about you. Say not, I dare not put to my 
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4 \ 7 E are now to proceed to the f{pecial work 
.¥ ¥°. of the day, to commemorate the death 
and fufferings of our glorious Redeemer ; and 


» to makeway for their fitting down at his table, 


who have fitten down under his fhadow., But 
there are many abfolute ftrangers to this exer- 
cife; and fuch are to be excluded from his ta- 
ble. All therefore that remain fecurely in a 
natural ftate, and are fitting ftill under any o- 
ther {hadow than that of the apple-tree, and 
are feeding upon hufks, &c. we debar from 
this holy table. More particularly, we.in the 
- Lord’s name, exclude all the zmpenitent breakers 
of God’s commands; all atheifts, dc. &c. all that 
Vo Le Il. 


5 
* See thefe more fully laid open, Vol. I. p. 40,—45. — 
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hands, my hands and heart are fo polluted ; 
but if | were fo and fo prepared and qualified, 
Iwould put to my hand. What is this you are 
faying,O proud finner? Are you bringing your 
money as a price to buy this fruit that comes 
papping and falling down freely to you? If 
you'do not humble yourfelf to take all freely, 
you and your money fhall perifh.. Would you 
bring fruit with you before you come here, 
where all the fruit is growing and hinging 
down to your hand, even in him who is made 
of God.to you wildom, righteoufne(s, fanctifi- 
cation, redemption, and every! thing? You 
affrontthe apple-tree if you cometo give, and 
not to get: nay, you! have nothing:to give; 

and here you have all to get... . 
|, Qugst. How Shall. I get all the apples of this’ 
tree of fe? I wilk tell you, the thort way is jutt 
tostake, the tree to yourfelf, and.then you get 
allche.apples; for; here is.a-wonder, though 
innumerable apples. may fall down amongft 
your hands, yet:they never falloff from the 
tree: like beamsof the fun that fall down ap- 
on you; yet you, are never feparate from the 
fun;nor falhoffifromit., Whatever {weet fruits 
fall.down from this apple-tree, yet:they never 
fall off from it; othey are all’ growing, and 
growing for ever upon the tree: therefore, 
take-the tree to yourtelf, and you get all the 
fruit; and all the apples that-grow upon it: 
take the perfon, Currst, and you have all his 
benefits and bleflings with him. 

Quest. How fhall I take the tree? And what 
SoouldT do with a? You are just to take it by 
faith; He that believeth on the Son of God hath ever- 
lafting life: and take the tree and plantit in the 
garden of your heart, that Chrif? may dwellin your 
hearts by faith. Say not, lam.a-dead finner, and 
can:do nothing; rememberiit is not doing, but 
bcheving ,youarecalledto: andtherefore, though 
you have no life in yourfelf, yet mind this ap- 
ple-tree is the tree of life, the living and lite- 
giving tree; the leaves of that tree:that is for 
the healing of ibe nations, is fach as-hath power, 
not only to heal:the fick, but to»quicken the 
dead ; and therefore, feeing he is the God that 
quickens the dead, let the dead hear what he 
fays,; even he who bya word could bring all 
things out of nothing; / am the refurrection and 
the life; he that beleveth in me, though he were 
dead, yet fhall he lives, He that feeth: the Son; and 
believeth on him, hath everlafting. life, John xi. 25. 

May you fee the matchlefs glory of this ap- 
ple tree, and there fit down\under his fhadow, 
and his fruit be {weet to your tafte. 
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make provifion for the fle/h to fulfil the lufts thereof, 
and that are fatisfying themfelves with the 
fruits of the flefh, inftead of having the fruit 
of the apple-tree fweet to. their tafte. The 
fruit and works of the flefh are thefe, Gal. v. 
19, Cree® tis: | 

On the other hand, we invite to the Lord’s 
table, all thefe, who, whatever they have been 
formerly, yet have come to Chrift, and upon a 
view of him in his matchlefs glory, have jat 
down under his fhadow with great delight, and have 
found bis fruit fweet to their tales © 
Quest. Who-are thefe that have fat down under 
bis fhadow ? fey ep ab gh 
A 1, They 


! 
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1. They are fuch as have feen the matchlefne/s 
of the apple-tree beyond all the trees of the 
wood ; I mean, the fingular excellency of Chrift 
beyond all others; as a Beloved beyond all o- 
ther beloveds. You will give him his due as 
above all others: fome are called Jords, but he 
is the Lorn of lords; fome called kings, but he 
is the Kane of kings; fome are called gods, but 
he is the Gop of Gods ; fome are called /aits, but 
he is the Kine of faints; fome are called angels, 
but he the ANGEL of the covenant; fome are cal- 
led fiars, but he is the bright and morning Star. 
He is matchlefs in your view. Sater 

_2. You have been made 'to fee the great need 
of Chrift as a fhadow and:fhelter to you from 


the {corching heat'of divine wrath, and of the: 


fie'y law; you have been purfued, and found 
yourfelf weary with toil and trouble, vexation, 
and reftlefsnefs, and have found that none of 
all the trees of the wood could afford you ‘any 
reft or repaft; that they were all bare trees that 
could not fhelter you with a fhadow ; and bar- 
ren trees that could not fuftain you with fruit, 


but what was four and bitter; and that vain. 


was the help of man, and vain the help of 
creatures, and vain the help of all other trees, 
fo as your confidence in the flefh hath been 
killed. 

»3. If you have fat down under this apple- 
tree, then you have found the fhadow refre/hful. 
A man that fits down is eafy in comparifon of 
what he was before he fat down; now he gets 
reft:to his foul: -Come to me, fays Chrift, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, Iwill give you ref. 
You have got fome reft to your heart and con- 
{cience, reft to your hope, your defire, your 
care, having caf all your care upon him. Aman 
is eafy when a heavy burden is rolled off. his 
back: you have found eafe to your mind, and 
compofure upon your clofing with Chrift. 

-4. Aman that hath fat down under this 
fhadow of the apple-tree, he doves to keep his feat, 
and defires not to rife, but fays, This is my reft, 
here willl flay: at leaft he is loth to be difturb- 
ed, but rather charges all about him, by the 
roes and by the hinds of the field, not to difturb 
his reft: and when they that come to Chrift are 
difturbed by temptations, and put away from 
their refling-place, they are like Noah’s dove, 
they cannot reft till they return; they defire to 
fly as doves to their windows, and to ly as the 
child in the mother’s lap. When the foul is: 
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full of reftlefs,véxations, fluctuating and tum- 
bling up and down; in a whole ocean of per- 
plexities and fears, and can fee no fhore, no 
land, no haven of comfort, then it muft get to 
the ark, and ufe the foliloquy of the pfalmift, 
Return to thy.reft, O my foul. 

. 5. The man that hath fat-down under this 
fhadow, hath found un/peakable pleafure in doing 
fo; I fat down under his fhadow with great delight; 
I delighted, and fat down. ‘The foul is delighted 
with the fhadow, and delighted with the feat 
under it; he hath joy and gladnefs more than 
the worldling can have when his corn and wine 
increafeth: you have found ‘wi/dom’s ways plea- 
Janinefi, and fach great delight as difgraces all- 
carnal delights. \+ <p pees OH 

6. You have found the fruit of the 
weet to your tafe; and not only t 2 
Jbady tree for fweet folacement, but a ee. 
tree for fweetentertainment, Can you not fay, 
You have got fuchan experimental tafteof his: 
goodnefs, that bis name was as ointment poured forth 
to-you, and all bis garments fmelled of aloes, myrrh, 
and caffia, out of the wvory palaces? So fweet that 
the tafte raifed: your: appetite after more and: 
more; and fweet, as being a pledge of the love 
of God, and a foretafte of his glory? O! you- 
that have taken your feat under the fhadow of 
the apple-tree, the’ tree of ‘life, fee that you 
take your feat at his table, even though at pre- 
fent you fhould want the fweet and fenfible 
experience of the delicioufnefs of his fruits: 
if you fit down by faith under his fhadow, you 
will find /enfe in due time; but, you are to hve’ 
by faith, and not by fenfe: your life lies in the tree 
itfelf;'and therefore, let your life be a Life ‘of: 
faith on the Son of God, and the fweet fruit will 
drop down in your lap in his time, who hath 
made every thing beautiful in his feafon, and 
who is the tree of righteoufnefs that brings 
forth his fruit in his own feafon: he knows 
the proper feafon of fhaking the tree, and giv- 
ing you a fweet fill of his fruit; only abide 
under his fhadow by faith: and dependence: 
give evidence of your fitting down under his 
ihadow, by fitting down at his table ; do ‘hot 
difhonour him by ftaying away, when you have 
fo much need, and more need, perhaps, than 
ever: he hath been fpeaking'to you; yet, may 
be, you do not know fo much, till he make 
himfelf known to you in the breaking of bread. — 


apple-tree 
only that it was-a 
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OW, believing communicant, you are 
come again to fit down under the fhadow 


N 


of the matchlefs apple-tree, under the fhadow . 


’ of the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift; and, 
as there is no want of protection: under {uch a 
. thick fhady tree; fo there is no want of provi- 
fion under the fhadow of fuch a fruitful tree: 
.this tree of life, is alfo the bread.of life, and the 
water of life. 
The bread of hfe is here; for, in the fame night 
wherein he was betrayed, he took bread, &c.. - 
Here is alfo the water of life, reprefented in 
the communion of the blood of Chrift; After 
Supper he took the cup, &c. 
Now, believer, you are called to eat the fruit 
and to drink the juice of the apple-tree, while 
you fit underthe fhadow thereof; and you 


ihould do it with great pleafure and delight. 


It pleafed the Lord to break and to bruife that 
tree; the facrifice Chrift offered of himfelf to 
fatisfy divine juftice, was a /acrifice of a fwett= 
Smelling favour unto God: juftice was delighted 
with it; Chrift, whofe delight was with the fous 
of men from everlafing, in the profpect of this 
work of redemption, delighted to. do the Fa- 
ther’s will in this doing and fuffering work ; 
and when he fees the travail of his foul, he is — 
fatisfied and dehghted: with delight, then, fhould 


- we fit down under the fhadow of this tree; for, 


Chrift’s delight lies in feeing poor hell deferv- 
ing finners hiding themfelves from the wrath 
of God under the fhadow of his fufferings. 
Here is one of the grand motives to faith, that 
you doGod a pleafure, you do Chrift a pleafure 
and fatisfaction, when you fit down under his 
fhadow with pleafure and delight, and eat the 

pleafant 


~ 
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pleafant fruit of his labour, and toil, and death, 
and refurrection: he feeksno more fatisfaction 
from you, for all his foul travails, but that you 
make ufe of his fufferings, and the fweet fruits 
thereof. It is a fatisfaction to Chrift, when 
that which gave fatisfaction to juftice, gives 
alfo fatisfaction to your heart; and when you 
that have nothing in yourfelves to boaft of, are 
chearing and delighting yourfelves in him, and 
in that which is in him. .This day would be 
a day of the gladnefs ‘of his heart, and a joyful 
feaft to him, if you be brought joyfully to feaft 
upon his flefh and blood; that is, his incarna- 
tion, that he took on‘our nature; and fatisfac- 
tion, that he gave to juftice therein. He takes 

eafure in them that hope in ‘his mercy vent- 
ing in this channel, tothe glory of juftice, and 
that reft upon his grace reigning through his 
righteoufnefs to ecernal life. He meeteth him that 
rejoiceth and worketh righteoufue/s, faying, In the 
Lord only. have I rightzoufne/s and firength. In this 
_ mamner:we are to fit down under his fhadow 
with great delight, giving him employment 
for pardon of fin, for peace with God, for 
fanctification, and for confolation: Whata de- 
lightful communion will this be, if Chrift and 
youbeboth delighted! He feesthe travail of his 
foul and is fatisfied, when you fee it and are 
fatisfied too. O what a powerful argument is 
this to excite faith, asit is a fitting down under 
his fhadow with great delight! namely, That by 


making ufe of his death and fufferings for our 


happinefs, holinefs, and comfort, we not only 
fatisfy and fave ourfelves, but,make glad the 
heart of our Lord Jefus Chritt; yea; we cannot 
pleafe nor fatisfy him, but by fitting down with 
delight and fatisfaction under his thadow. We 
_. give him fatisfaction when we take delight 

and fatisfaction in him for our own good. O 
what a wonderful Saviour is here, that will not 
be pleafed and fatisfied with us, unlefs we take 
reit, pleafure, and fatisfaction in him! He is 
the fovereign Judge; and the day comes, when 
if you had all the world you would give it to 


~ 
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pleafe him,and whowill pronounce the fweeteft 
or the fadeft fentence upon you, namely, Come 
to me, ye bleffed; or, Depart from me, ye curfed; and 
that according as we have fatisfied him in this 
matter or not, of fitting down under his fha- 
dow with great delight, that he may be delight- 
ed as well as you, and fatisfied: for his pains 
and travails in doing and dying for you. It is 
as if a phyfician fhould fay to.a fick or dying 
patient, Here is a: healing medicine for you, 
that will bring you to life.and health, and I 
will not be pleafed nor fatisfied unlefs you take 
it off my hand. Or, as if a parent fhould fay 
to:'a child, I have ‘bought fuch a fine fuit of 
cloaths for you, and J will not be fatisfied un- 
lefs you‘ put it on and adorn yourfelf with it. 
It is a feaft to him to fee a poor foul feeding 
and feafting upon the fruit of his purchafe. 
The more bills you draw upon him for clear- 
ing all your counts, and paying all your debt, 
the more you pleafeand glorify him; the more 
employment you give him to kill and fubdue 
your fins and corruptions, the more you fatif= 
fy him; the more burdens you caft upon him, 
and the more weight you lay upon him, you 
do him the more pleafure; yea, it is all the 
compenfation he feeKs for all the wrongs you 
have done him, and all the fatisfaGtion he re- 
quires forall the good turns he hath done to - 
you, that you juft fit down under his fhadow 
with great delight, that in this way you may 
find his fruit {weet to your tafte; for fweetening 
all the bitter things in your lot in this world, 
bitter troubles, bitter reproaches, bitter waters 
of Marah; and for keeping the tafte of your 
mouth till you eat to'the fullat the upper table, 
that fhall never be drawn. 

Now, though you rife from this table, yet 
never rife from your feat under his fhadow; 
the life he'calls you to in this wildernefs, is a 
life of faith on the Son of God, which is a fitting 
down, and fitting ftill under his fhadow with 
great delight, and there may his fruit be al- 
ways {weet to-your tafte. §— 
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The Harry Victor; or, Saints more than Conquerors. * 


. ‘ _RoMANS vill. 37. 
Nay, in all thefe things we are more than conquerors, through him that loved us. 


“ \LORIOUS things are fpoken in the 

~gr preceding part of this chapter, particu- 
= larly from ver. 28. concerning the love 
and goodnefs of God to his chofen people, in 
the co-operation of all things for their good ; 
® and that by virtue of a golden chain, reaching 
from eternity, in their predeftination; to eter- 


nity, in their glorification: in contemplation. 


whereof the apoftle breaks out in propofing two 
queftions, full of comfort, ver. 31. The firft is, 
What fhall we fay to thefe things? “How glorious 
are they! And the next is, If God-be for us, who 
can be againft us? We may bid a defiance to’ all 


our oppofers. This text I have read, relates not 
only to thefe, but efpecially to other two que- 
ftions, that are both high notes of triumphand 
encouragement; and the firft is a queftion of 
triumph and encouragement againft all fn and — 
guilt, ver. 33; 34. Who fhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's elect? Itts God that juftifieth: whos. 
he that condemneth? It is Chrift that died, yea, rather 
that is rifen again, &c. ‘The fecond is a queftion 
of triumph and encouragement againtt all jor- 
rows and afflictions, ver. 35, 36. Who fhall feparate 
us from the love of Ghrift? Shall tribulation, or diftre/s, ~~ 
or perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs, or peril, or 


* This fermon was preached on a thank(giving-day, after the celebration of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, at Kinrofs, ‘Auguft 
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word? (As it ts written, For thy fake we are kill- 
ed all the day long ; we are counted as fheep for the 
flaughter.) Ali thefe queftions import a ftrong 
negation, Who can be againfi us? Who can 
charge us? Who can condemn us? Who can 
feparate us? Can men or devils do it? No; 
none can doit. But the apoftle refts not in 
the negative, but proceeds to the pofitive de- 


termination of the point; Nay, fays he, m all 


thefe things we are more than conquerors, through 
him that loved us. 

In thefe words we have, 1. A vicfory proclaim- 
ed; Nay, in all thefe we are more than conquerors. 
2. The ground of it, it is through him that loved us. 
_ If, A-vittory proclaimed ; where it is,.1.,Af- 
ferted; We: are -conquerors::~2. It'is amplified ; 
We are more than conquerors. Preach: 

1. It is aflerted ;) We are conquerors: that.is, 
we are victors’ and overcomers; as believers are 
frequently called, Revelation, fecond and third 
chapters ; To him that overcometh will I give to eat 
of the tree of hfe, &c. Rev. xxi. 7. He that over- 
cometh fhall anberit all things. 

_ 2. It is amplified; Nay, we are more than con- 
guerors. There is none, fo humble,as a true 
believer, and yet none fo confident even in the 
moft defperate cafes; though yet upon. the 
moft fafe and folid grounds. It is with holy 
boatting the apoftle {peaks; as if he had faid, 
Let not our enemies think, when they have 
done their outmoft, that they have won the 
day, and got us ruined; Nay, we are conquerors, 
and more than conquerors; even conquerors to the 
greateft advantage, and double gainers by the 
battle. 

. 2dly, The ground of the victory, as, through 
Chrift that loved us. The ground of the conqueft 
is attonifhing!. How come we whoare believers, 
united to Chrift, juftified and fanctified in him, 
to be more thanconquerors? Why, it is through 
grace we are what weare; itis not through our 
own ftrength, but through Chrif’s frrengthening 
us wecandoallthings. Buttheattribute through 
which, in a fpecial manner, the glorious vic- 
tory is obtained, is that attribute of Jove: this 
title of Chrift was very familiar to the apoftle; 
Fe loved me, and gave himfelf for me: and here the 
apoftle choofes to {peak of Chrift’s love, more 
than any thingelfe, becaufe all that ever Chritt 
did for us, iffued in fomany grainsand branch- 
es from this great root of love; and all our vic- 
tories are owing to the banner of love he places 
over our. head, Song 11.4. He brought me to the ban- 
quetting-houfe, and his banner over me was love ; in- 
timating, that as we are not to think ftrange 
to hear of a banquet and battle at the fame 
time; for, a feaft of love, and the fight of faith 
are very fib: fo the victory is only to be ob- 
tained under the banner of love, or owing to 

him. that loved us. This fhews, _. 

» 1. The deficiency of our own ftrength; itis no 
where faid in. the whole fcriptures, that we fight 
in our own ftrength, far lets that we overcome ; 
and leaft of all that we are more than conquer- 


ors; but only through Chriftthat loved us, and. 


that muft do all for us. 4 
_ 2. It denotes the efficiency of his ftrength in 
our behalf, and the power and efficacy of his 


love: itis ftrong as death, and conquered death, 
itfelf for us; Through him, then, we are more than. 


Conquerors... 


OBsERY. Chri is a lover, through whom every 


true behever, in all cafes, be they never fo hard, 


45 more than a conqueror. Nay, in all thefe 
things we are more than conquerors, &c. 
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The method we propofe for handling this 
fubject, as the Lord fhall be pleafed to affift, 
is the following. ; 


I. To fpeak of the Chriftan conqueror. 

II. Of his being more than a conqueror. 

UI. The grounds of the conquett, vz. the love 
of Chri, 

IV. Deduce inferences for the application. 


I. We are to fpeak of the Chrifian conqueror. 
Two things feem neceflary here to be confider- 
ed, viz. 1. The enemies:‘he conquers. : 2.: The 
nature and impor: of the conqueft. ake 

_ If, As to the enemes that the believer’ over- 
comes and conquer. Pat By init C8 
- 1. The firft enemy is fm: fin is the grave of 
all our ;mercies,;,and the mother of;all ‘our 
miferies; and it hath a twofold power that: 
muft be overcome, a condemning power, that. 
binds the finner over toeternal death and wrath; 
and a polluting power, that.makes the foulugly. 
and abominable in the fight of a holy God: 
but the believer overcomes both thefe; the one,’ 
viz. the guilt of fin, he overcomes: completely by’ 
juftfication; and the other, wiz. the pollution of | 
fin, he overcomes: gradually. by fanctification : 
this conqueft is aflerted in the foregoing part 
ofthe chapter, particularly ver.30.. 9. 

2. The world muft be conquered, and all the 
friendly blandifhments thereof: for, the friend- 

Ship of this world is enmity againf? God. It is hard’ 
to ftand againftfuch an adverfary, becaufehere: 
we have temptations fuited to all our natural’ 
inclinations, 1 John ii. 16. If we are for car- 
nal: pleafures;hete are the hifs of the’ flefh to\ 
wallow in;, if we value ourfelves for riches and; 
full coffers, here are: the lufts of the eye; if we: 
be for honour, -here is the pride of life prefent=: 
ing itfelf. ._But-thefe are what believers, mutt ; 
overcome. Sear: 

3 The devi is an enemy moft powerful, 

fpiritual, and fubtile, we have to conquer:; 
his great defign is to tempt-us to the practice: 
of fin, and to hinder the. exercife of grace, 
and to deftroy immortal fouls: for, he goes 
about like a roaring hon, feeking whom he may devour: 
but he that eftablifheth Zion, on a lafting 
foundation, hath promfed that the gates of hell 
Shall not prevail againf it; he hath promifed to 
bruife Satan under our feet; and his promife is 
like a mountain of brafs that cannot be re-. 
moved. een 

4. Raging perfecutors are enemies to be con- 
quered ; or perfonal enemies, that areSatan’s in- 
ftruments ; being either wicked men, that are 
confederates with Satan; or wickedly difpofed 
men, though otherwife gracious, as Job’s 
friends, Aaron and Miriam, &c. Acts xiil. so. 
The believer overcomes, either by well-doing, 
or, well-fuffering: Sometimes by well-doing, 
which is a notable conquett, 1 Pet. ii. 15. For, 
Jo is the will of God, that with well-doing ye put to 
Silence the ignorance of foolifh men. Thus fays the 
apoftle, Rom. xii. 20, 21. Jf your enemy hunger, 
Seed him; if he thirft, give him drink: for in fo doing. 
you.fball heap coals of fire upon his head; if not coals. 
of converfion to melt him, yet they will be 
ftones of confufion to aftonifh him, and con- 
fume him, and burn him up. Sometimes we. 
overcome per/onal enemies alfo by well fuffer- 
ing; a Chriftian conquers by patience, con- 
ftancy, and refolution, and perfeverance in the 
‘faith; the faints have comiuetee; even by /u/- 
Jering unto death, Rev. xii. 11. 512 

5. They 
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to him when it enters into glory;-and the body, 


aatet ines 


bandoned the .old general, the devil, under 
Vou. 
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whofe ftandard all the children of men are ftill 
fighting, before they inlift with Chrift; but the 
believer is one that hath deferted the devil’s 
camp, and lifted himfelf a foldier of Chrift, in 
whom he fees all the magazine of military pro- 
vifion, and all the furniture for the fpiritual 
war ; having no expectation of reaching this 
victory by himfelf, or any creature, but only 
by the Spirit of Chrift, he expects to mortify the 
deeds of the body, and to bruife the head of the ferpent, 
knowing that not by might, nor by power, but by 
bis Spirit mutt the victory by obtained. 

2. The conqueror is one that refolves upon, 
and hath fome acquaintance with the warfaring 
hfe of the Chriftian; that this life is a fighting 
life: the conqueft fuppofes a battle, and wea- 
pons of war, and a putting on the whole ar- 
mour of God; J have fought the good Jight, {ays 
Paul: [have had hell and devils to fight againtt; 
but: now I have overcome, and arrived at the 
crown. The conqueror knows, that the Chri- 
ftian life is one of the fweeteft of lives, and yet 
one of the fharpeft of lives, in feveral refpects ; 
for, they that would follow Chrift mutt not 
expect to be always in the mount, to behold him 
transfigured before them; they muft come 
fometimes down to the valley and fight; and, 
perhaps, as Paul faid, Fight with beafts at Ephe- 
Jus: they muft not expect ftill to fail with a fair 
wind, but oftentimes to fail in the dark, and 
ina ftorm, when Chrift feems to be abfent, 
This refolution of a warfaring life, would arm 
the Chriftian againft many ftumbling-blocks, 
and prevent fainting when the trial comes to 
a height, and faying, Why am I thus? 

3. The conqueror is one that is acquaint 
with the nature of the war; ‘that it is {piritual, 
and that the weapons.are not carnal, but mighty 
through God, to the pulling down of. firong holds, &e.; 
that it is managed through grace, and that 
fometimes by flying, fometimes by fighting, 
and fometimes by watching. 

(1.) Sometimes by fying ; a Chriftian foldier 
may conquer by flying ; Fy fornication, fays the 
apottle: fly from fin, and you fight againtt it; 
fly from both inward and outward abomina- 
tions, drunkennefs, whoredom, lying, cheat= 
ing, Sabbath-breaking, ill company; /hunning 
all appearance of evil: itis dangerous to parly with 
temptation, or.to reafon with the devil, -whe- 
ther you fhould: venture on fuch a fin, or not; 
for, though you fhould mufter up arguments; 
yet you may find the devil a better politician 
than you. But there are fome evils you ¢an- 
not fly from; and:therefore; aes 
_ (2.) Fighting muft take place: when you can- 
not get fled, the nextbeftis to ftand your ground 
Put on the whole armour of God, that you may land 
againft the wiles ofthe devil, Eph.-vi. 12. Stand 
Joft-m the faith, with :an intire dependence up- 
on Chrift for new recruits of grace and ftrength 
from him; for, We are not fuficient of ourfelves ; 
our fufficiency is of God: I lve, yet not I, fays the 
apottle; but. Chri liveth in me; even fo, may a 
believer fay, I overcome, yet not 1; but Chrift 
overcometh for’me. . AS 

(3-) By watching; Watch and pray that ye enter 
not into temptation. "The -work of a centinel is 
not to fight, but to watch the enemy’s approach; 
and:when he fees:them, he tells the captain, 
and prays him to draw out his forces to op- 
pofe them, and fo conquers: even fo, the Chri-. 
ftian foldier may conquer by watching; and 


upon the approach of temptation, praying the 


Captain 
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Captain of falvation to come with help againft 
the enemy. The conqueror is acquaint with 
the war by flying, fighting, and watching. 

4. The conqueror is one that is acquaint with, 
and his conqueft imports acquaintance with, 
the power and policy of his fpiritual enemies, 
and with the means of the victory, and the way 
of ufing the fpiritual weapons. Such acquaint- 
ance hath he with the power and policy of the 
enemy, that he hath had the fad experience of 
many foils and falls in the battle; yea, the 
faints may lofe many battles, though they 
win the war at laft: the liveliett of the faints 
may have fome deadnefs; the holieft, have 
fome fin; the moft humble, have fome pride; 
the moft fpiritual and heavenly, have fome 
earthlinefs and carnality ; and the moft de- 
nied, have fome felf: hence they may be: fre. 
quently overcome, and lofe: their livelinefs, 
though not their life altogether. It is true, 
the doctrine of the foils and falls of believers 
may be dangerous to the fecure, anda rock of 
offence to them, over which they may ftum- 
ble. “ Why, fay they, Iam daily overcome 
“ by fin, and my heart dead like a ftone in 
“ prayer; but my blefling on the minitter, that 
* tells me, Believers may be juft like me; and 
* fo I conclude myfelf to be among the num- 
“ ber of believers, and hope to be faved, as 
“ wellas the beft.”. O beware, man, left this 
kind of reafoning prove your fpot, to be none 
of the fpots of God’s children; a faint may be 
foiled and fall, but he will not ly among the 
dirt, nor wallow in the puddle, like a fwine 
in the mire; but ftruggles, like a fheep in the 
mire, and be reftlefs till he get out. 

The believer alfo is one that knows the way 

and means of the victory, viz. the /piritual armour ; 
and the wayand manner of ufing thefe weapons, 
particularly thefe four, 
_ (1.) The weapon of the dlod of Chrift; They 
overcome by the blood of the Lamb, Rev. xii. 11. they 
know that this blood cleanfeth from all fin, and fo 
wafheth away the enemy as.a flood: they make 
ufe of this blood, .as fin-expiating, wrath-ap- 
peafing, promife-fealing, and victory-purchaf- 
ing blood. 

(2.) The weapon of faith; 1 Pet. v..9. Whom 
refit fledfaft in the faith. It is by this /hield of 
faith they quench the. darts of Satan; yea, This is 
the victory whereby they overcome the world; even 
their fath: and by this they overcome the: god 
of this world... . tisk, 

-(3.) The next weapon is the word, which is 
the /word of the- Spirit, Ephi vi. 17. By this; 
Chrift; the Captain, defeateth the devil, faying, 
tis written; it 1s written foand fo. When peo: 
ple obferve only. what is faid by fuch and.fuch 
auman, they are in danger to be tempted, and 


n 


conquered by temptation; but when they-refift 


temptation; by minding what is written i the 
word, they overcome. . 0. itbrrott 
(42) The fourth. weapon is: prayer; Matth, 
xxVL, 41. Watch,and pray, that ye enter not into temp- 
tation., This weapon Paul ufed when hedefought 
the Lord thrice. The prayerlefs man, is the van- 
quifhed man: but as long as one can pray in 
faith, and pray in the Holy Ghoft, he is armed 
againtt the devil, the world, and the flefh.. The 
wreftler with God in prayer is the conqueror. 


=} AL) The fecond head of the method, was, To 
fhew in what refpects believers are more than 
conquerors. The word asenxéuer is very empha- 
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tic, and fuch as we cannot eafily reach in our 

language; it is as if we fhould fay, We over-over-’ 
come. Now,I| fhall fhew, in eight or ten refpects, 

how true believers may be faid to be more than 

conquerors. And, 

1. They are more than conquerors, in fo far 
as their Captain, who fights for them, is more 
than man, more than a complete match for all his 
enemies. Chrift, the Captain of their falvation, - 
is their almighty General: this is the ground 
of their conqueft; it is through him that loved 
them, as we may fhew afterward. Only here 
we may obferve, that having him on their fide, 
it may well be faid, as in ver. 31. Jf God be for 
us, who can be againft us? And as Elitha faid to 
his fervants, 2 Kings ii. 16. Fear not, for they that 
be with us, are more than they that be with them: 
and when his eyes were opened at the prayer 
of Elifha, behold the mountain was full of 
horfes, and chariots of fire round about Elitha. 

2. They are more than conquerors, in fo far 
as they can glory in their crofs; and not only bear 
it with patience, but triumph in it with plea- 
fure, as the crofs of Chrift: for a man to glory 
in his crown is no great matter, but to glory in 
his crofs, is more than a victory over it: thus 
did Paul, Gal. vi. 14. when he is oppofing him- 
felf to the falfe teachers of his time, who fought 
to glory in thefe as their converts, whom they 
could perfuade to be circumcifed, and to fubmit 
to the legal yokes they wreathed about their 
necks ; but, fays Paul, God forbid, that I fhould 
glory, fave im the crofs of our piers Chrift, by 
which the world is crucified tome, and I to the world. 
Thus ‘were the apoftles more than conquerors, 
when they could glory im tribulation, Rom) v: 3. 
and ‘rejoiced that they were counted worthy to fuffer 

Shame for Chrift's fake, Acts vi. 41. apo 
3.\They are more than conquerors, in fo far 
as they conquer the greate? enemies in a little 
time; and with the leaft ado, or with little 
ftrength; and by very weak atid’ feeble means. 
Amongft men it is ufual for ‘that party that 
hath the greateft forces to carry the day: but 
take a view of grace, when firft caft into the 
foul, particularly faith, it is but ike a grain of 
muftard feed; it 1s like nothing, were it not for 
the ftrength of Chrift that helps, and makes 
it victorious.” If a great army conquer afmall 
handful, it is but a victory; but if a fmall 
handful, conquer a great army; this is more 
than a-victory: as' when that fmall grain of 
muftard-feed’ overtops, -and overcomes the 
whole world; for, Phis ts the victory that over- 
comes the world, ever our faith. "The children of 
God fometimes.conquer with a, little ftrength, 
and by very’ wéak and ‘feeble’ means: it is all 
one to:God to-conquer by many or few." 
o4. They are nore'than conquerors, in {o far 
as they can’ conquer without any dys to them- 
felves, ‘but rather gain. Whén'one army dé- 
feats another, but with ‘lofs of thoufands, ‘or 
of the greateft part of the arniy, it may be cal- 
led avictory ; but when’ 'the' one roots ‘the o- 
ther, without any: lofs,"and* with great gain, 
then itis more’ than a victory. What doe 
the believer lofe, when he conquers the*world 
and its lufts, when he conquers the devil and 
his confederates? Nay, he gains unfpeakably 
by the conqueft; for, he divides the pail: he 
reaps profit and advantage by his tribulations ; 
for, Tribulation worketh patience, and patience expe- 
rience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not a- 
Shamed; because the love of Gots Ped abroad upon 


his 
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bis heart, by the Holy Ghof. They conquer with 
the leaft lofs, and yet the greateft advantage to 
themfelves. 

5. They are more than conquerors, in fo far 
as they conquer to the greate/? lo/s and difad- 
vantage to the enemy. Their greateft enemies 
are at firft difabled, and at laft deftroyed. A 
man may conquer his enemy for the prefent ; 
but he may recruit and recover again, and fall 
upon him with a fecond encounter, and be 
ftronger than ever he was before: but a child 
of God, in conquering his enemies, not only 
foils them, but difables them; for the heaviett 
_ ftroke the devil and his inftruments can give, 

brings in moft profit to them, and does moft 
difable the enemy; as the laft ftroke the devil 
gave to our ever glorious Head, did moft-of all 
difable the devil: for, when he bruifed the heel 
of Chrift’s human nature to death, our Lord 
gave the ferpent’s head a kick; as it were, and 
thereby brake his legal power; for, By death 
he deftroyed him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil, ‘Thus the moft bloody ftroke the ene- 
mies give, tends moft of all to difable and weak- 
en their power; while the believer renews his 
ftrength the more, and waxes valiant in fighting. 
Our Lord Jefus, the Captain, is alfo to fit at 


the Father’s right-hand, till all his enemies. be. 


his foot-ftool; and therefore all the believer's 
enemies fhall be at lait perfectly fubdued unto 
them, fin, and mifery, and tribulation, and 
ficknefs, and death itfelf, they fhall be all 
Jwatlowed up in vittory, 1 Cor. xv. 54. 

6. They are more than conquerors, in regard 
they can be /ure of the victory before the war be 
atanend. What affurance have they of this? 
Why, 

(1.) Chrif, their Head, hath overcome, and 
gained the prize already; and there cannot be 
a victorious head, and a conquered body: if the 
head be raifed from the dead, the bodyfhall 
rife. Their final victory is as furé, as Chritft 
their Head, is already victorious. 

(2.) Their weapons are invincible ; the /hield 
of faith, and the /word of the Spirit, cannot fail 
to be victorious. Wg 

(3.) They are affured by the promifz of God; 
for it is promifed, that the God of peace will bruise 
Satan under their feet. Berea . 

(4.) They are aflured by the earnef of the full 
victory ; the Spirit enabling’ them ‘fometimes 
to mortify the deeds of the body: and as this Spirit 
is the earneft of the inheritance, fo the earneft of 
the full and complete victory. God is arock, and 
bis work is perfect: he hath: begun the good 
work, and will perfect it. ‘If then he that is 
affured of the victory before the war be ended, 
is more than a conqueror, every believer in 
Chrift may be fo: © 
“7. They are more than conquerors, in regard 
that they conquer, even where they do sot fight ; 
for, even the ref of God’s people is glorious and 
victorious, Ifa. xi. 10. They are fometimes cal- 
led juft to ftand ftill, and fee the falvation of 
God; ‘Fear ye not, ftand fill, and fee the falwation of 
the Lord. The Lord fhall fight for you, and you fball 
hold your peace, Exod. xvi. 13; 14. The race ts not 
always to the fwift, nor the battle to the frong: but 
when his children only go to the field of battle, 
he juft takes their work and warfare off their 
hand, as the church, Song it. 3. 7 fat down un- 
der his /hadow ; thereafter it follows, He brought 
me to the banquetting-houfe, and bis banner over me was 
dove. He took me off my own hand; Ais own 
arm got him the vittory. 
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.8. They are more than conquerors, in regard 
they conquer when they are conquered, and over- 
come the enemy, even in that wherein the ene- 
my thought to have overcome. Any man can 
overcome in his victories; but the child of God 
overcomes in his foils and defeats, that he 
meets with; his very loffes themfelves are vic- 
torious: what enemies defign for their greateft 
overthrow and debafement, iffues in their great- 
eft honour and advancement; But as for you, ye 
thought evil agamf me, but God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pafs, as it is this day, to fave much people 
alive, Gen.|. 20.. He overcomes even there where 
he is beaten andoverthrown. And hence thefe 
things that feem to be the meansof ruzning, are 
the means of raifing him; yea, matter of glo- 
riation: Mof gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
mine infirmities, that the power of Chrift may reft upon 
me. Therefore I take pleafure in infirmities, im re- 
proaches, in neceffities, in perfecutions, in diftreffes for 
Chrift's fake; for «when Tam weak, then am I ftrong: 
his firength 1s made perfect in weakne/s, 2 Cor. xii. 
9, 10. Hence-alfo here the apoftle fays, Arall 
thefe things we are more than conquerors. What 
things are thefe? You fee them in the preced- 
ing verfe, Tribulation, diftre/s, perfecution, famine, 
nakednefs, peril, and fword. Thefe things which 
feem to’ be fo diftant and remote from conquer- 
ing, fo oppofite and contrary to:conquett, even 
in all thefe things we are more than conquerors. ‘The 
devil’s'aim, in all the fufferings of God’s chil- 
dren;'is'to draw them off from Chrift, tomake 
them murmur and defpair, and defért their 
colours; but in this he is defeated and difap- 
pointed: for, God infpires his children with 
fuch a generous and noble fpirit, that fuffer- 
ings abate not their zeal and patience, but ra- 
ther increafe it ; as one of Julian’s’ nobles faid 
to him, “ We Chriftians laugh at your cruelty, 
“ and grow the more bold andrefolute.” Thus 
they beat their enemies with their own wea- 
pons. | 
9. They are more than conquerors, in regard 
that they conquer and overcome themfelves: Fortior 
eft, qui Je quam qui'fortifima vincit, mena: “ He 
“ that can, through grace, conquer himfelf, is 
“ more than he that can conquer acaftle.” He 
that ruleth over his own /pirit, 1s more than he that 
taketh a city, Prov. xvi. 32. ~Here isa notable 
conqueft, for a man to have a command and 
victory over himfelf, and his own heart; for, 
it enables him eafily to defeat all.other oppofi- 
tions: this we could never'do, if we do not 
conquer ourfeves; for, he that is\a flave to his 
lufts, will be a flave to his enemies: he that 
never conquers his carnal affections, will never 
conquer his croffes ‘and afflictions. The carnal 
natural man is a captive to every temptation 
that‘ he meets with; he is like a city without 
walls, that is eafily taken. Where the ftrong 
holds of fin in the heart’ are pulled down, other 
enemies would be the fooner:fubdued; O. that 
my people had hearkened unto me, and Ifrael had walked 
in my ways! I fhould foon have fubdued their enemies, 
and turned my hand azainft their adverfaries, Plalm, 
Ixxxi. 13, 14. This is the way to get adverfaries 


fubdueéd; He that overcometh, and keepeth my works 


unto the end, to him will I give power over the nar 
tions ; and be fhall rule them with a rod of iron, Rev, 

113. 6,527. ESE 
1o. In a word, /afly, They are more than 
conquerors, in regard they conquer H1™ that 
is unconquerable, and overcome him that is 
invincible. The children of God, to {peak with 
holy reverence, do in fome refpects conde 
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Gop himfelf; and that two ways, namely, by 
the dzauty of their graces, and the efficacy of 
their prayers. 

(1.) By the beauty and loveline/s of their graces, 
which he himfelf hath adorned them with ; 
Turn away thine eyes from me ; for they have overcome 
me, Song vi. 5. Thefe are the words of Chrift 
to his fpoufe, the church of true believers: 
Thine eyes; that is, the beauty and luftre of thy 
graces: Chrift is in a manner charmed and ra- 
vithed with the graces of his own Spirit in his 
people; Thou hajft ravifhed my heart, my Sifter, my 
Jpoufe ; thou haft ravifbed my heart, with one of thine 
eyes, with one chain of thy neck, Song iv. 9. 

(2.) By the efficacy of their prayers ; the prayer 
of faith holds his hands, as it were, and will 
not let him go; as one fays, Ligat omnipotentem, 
vincit invincibilem: “It binds him that 1s omni- 
“ potent, and overcomes him that is invincible.” 
He fuffers a holy humble wreftler to command 
him; 4k of me things to come, concerning my fons ; 
and concerning the works of my hands command ye me, 
Ifa. xlv. 11. Itisfaid of Jacob, He held him, and 
would not let bim go, till he bleffed him; and 
hence is faid, as a prince, to have prevailed with 
God, and to have had power over the angel: and.fo 
much was fignified in the change of his name 
from Jacos to IsRaEL. . How prevalent was 
Mofes'’s prayer, when God faid, Let me alone ! 
How powerful was the prayer of Elijah and 
Elitha! God gives himfelf up to be bound and 
held*by their prayers; and thus the King is held 
in the galleries. 

This victory, in prevailing with God, is the 
great foundation of all other victories. They. 
that can conquer God, and bring him to their 
will, may foon conquer every thing elfe:, hay- 
ing him for their:friend, they. need not care 
who'be their enemies: They that can prevail 
with God, and have power with the Moft High, 
may grapple with all encounters ; and are vatt- 
ly more than conquerors over all other things. 
But now, 


Ill. The third general head, was, To fpeak 
to the ground of this conquett; itis through Chrift 
we are more than conquerors. How? Through 
bim that loved us; even through this glorious 
and mighty Lover. This name of Chrift, as 
our Lover, through whom we are more than 
conquerors, imports thefe following things. 

1. The bumble frame of the believing conquer- 
or. To boat of being more than conquerors, looks 
very big; and feems to fmell of felf-confidence 
and prefumption ; therefore it is here correct- 
ed and qualified, namely, through him that loved 
us; and through his ftrength and power. ‘The 
conqueft we have over fin and fuffering is not 
from ourfelves;.or our own ftrength; no: we 
may fay, Thanks be to God which gives us the. vie- 
tory, 1 Cor. xv. 57. Andas Paul, 2 Tim, iv. |i75 
No man flood with:me, neverthele/s, the Lord flood by 
me, and firengthened, me; and it is through him 
ftrengthening that. we.can do all things: J 
laboured more abundantly than. they all; yet not I, 
but the grace of God, which was with me. When 
we are in achearful frame, we areready,, with 
Peter; to be too.confident of our own ftrength; 
and this is dangerous: for then we grieve his 
Spirit by prefumption; and he is thereby pro- 
voked to grieve our fpirit, by defertion, and 
withdrawing of his Spirit from us: to prevent 
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be under the power of an affliction, than under 
the power of a luft. ade 
2, The expreflion imports a /utable name and. 
title given to the Captain of falvation, through 
whom we are more than conquerors: he is de- 
{cribed from his Jove; and, indeed, by thisname, 
as our Lover and Friend, he is beft known to 
us. This name we frequently meet with in 
the facred records: He loved his church, and gave 
himfelf for it, Eph. v.'25..Who.loved me, and gave 
himfelf for me, Gal. ii. 20.. Who loved us, and wafh- 
edusin his blood, Rev. i. 5. The apoftle mentions 
troubles and affictions, things feemingly oppofite 
to love ;. therefore it was pertinent, for the pre- 
venun g of miftakes, to fet forth Chrift in. his 
ove. . | 
‘3, It imports; that love was. the /pring that 
moved him to make.us conquerors, and more than 
conquerors, Love made him take.on our nature, 
2 Cor. viii. 9.. Though he was rich, yet, you know, 
the grace of our. Lord Fefus.Chrift, that he. became 
poor, that we through bis poverty might be rich; 
that is, though he was God, yet he became 
man, in rich graceandlove towards us; Though | 
he was in the form of God, and thought it no robbery 
to be equal with God; yet he took upon him the form of 
a fervant, and made. himJfelf of no reputation, Phil, 11. 
6,7... And, indeed, that, he fhould marry our 
nature to his own, and take it into the union 
and fubfiftence of his own, divine perfon, it 
was the loweft abafement on his part, and the 
higheft advancement on ours; Jn this was ma- 
nifefted the love of Chri towards.us. His. being 
born, living, dying, rifing, and redeeming us, 
were all the effects and refults of his, love, 
whereby we become conquerors. So eters 
4. Through bim that loved us,>it imports, the — 
power and efficacy of his love, and the conquer- 
ing. nature thereof: his) lover was firong as death, 
and conquered,death, andcame off victorious ; 
andthrough him this, laft.enemy fhall be de- 
ftroyed:. for, his love conquered all the curfes 
of the law; he being made a curfe for us; it con- 
quered the wrath of God, and underwent’ this 
for us. This love of his conquers all our guilt, 
and takes us, with all the guilt we have.. His 
love conquers our. unwillingne/s to take him, 
and. conquers our: willingne/s to: depart; from 
him. Here was the greatett, difficulty and ob- 
ftacle imaginable; , yet: love came {kipping o- 
ver all thefe mountains. .His love hath fought 
the battle and gainedit, foas,we have nothing 
ado, but chafe,and purfue the conquered foe. ° 
5. Through bim that loved ys, At imports, that 
loveis the principle of his.afliftance that he gives 
us in the war, Not only did love buy the wea- 
pons, for he bought grace at.the rate of his © 
precious blood; but love confers and puts on 
the weapons. His love rubs off the. ruftoff the 
weapons; when.they are.out,of ufe, he blows 
on. our. graces with a frefh gale, a rouzing 
north-wind, or,a refrefhing fouth-wind:*-he 
gives ftrength to,exercife grace, and to go from 
jfirength to firength ; and carries on the victory to 
‘perfection, making thefeeble as David, and Da- 
vid. as. the angel of the Lord, Zech. xii. 8. Our 
ftrength is God,alone. ‘There are three things 
that in love he gives us for ourafliftance in the 
conqueft over fin and.affliction both, namely, 
his example, his word, his Spirit. = 
(1.). His example ; 1 Pet. ii. 21., Chrift hath fuf- 
, that we Should 


this in Paul, a thorn in his flesh, and mefenger of follow his fteps. He hath conquered before us, 


Satan was Jent to buffet him; becaufe it is better to 
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Soew of them openly, trinmphing over them in bis crofx, 
Col. ii. 15. He tells us, Jt the world ye Sball have 
tribulation ; but be of good chear, I bave overcome the 
world: and therefore we are tequired to keep 
Our eye upon'him; Looking unto Fefus, who for 
the joy that was fet before him, endured the crofi, and 
defpifed the fhame, &c.  Confider him that endured 
the contradiction of finners againft himfelf, left ye be 
weary and faint in your minds, Heb.'xii, 2,3. “His 
Vittory Miakcstor Mis, tons, OFS + tw: 

(2.) His word is what in love he gives us;’ 
and in this he goes forth conquering and to conquer: 
it 18 his chariot of triumph ;' Now, thanks be to 
God, whith always caufeth us to triumph in Chrift, 
making known the favaur of bis‘ knowledge by us in’ 
every place, 2 Cor. ii. 14. Hence it is faid, 1 John . 

ii 14. Ye are frong, and the word of God abideth in 
you; and that in all the kinds of it, threatenings, 
precepts, and promifes. This was the weapon 
whereby Chrift foiled Satan, fo and fo it is 
written; and fo muft we overcome, even by 
the fword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
. (3:)The Spirit is what in'love he gives for 
our affiftance in the war. .He enables us to 
conquer by his Spirit, that dwelléth in us. "The 
apottle John, {peaking of Antichrift and feduc-: 
ing fpirits, fays, Y¢'are of God, little children,’ and’ 
have overcome them, becanfe greater is he that isin 
you, than he that is in the world, t John iv. 4. Tt 
is by this victorious ‘Spirit of Chrift, that firft 
we ourfelves are conquered, ‘and then are con- 
querors, and enabled to. conquer ‘all other 
things: “we are firft’ conquered and overcome’ 
in the powerful work of converfion’; and then? 
by the'fame Spirit, he worksin us all conquer- 
ing-anid commanding graces, whereby we may 
be able to overcome.—He works the grace of 

Faith; which isa conquering’ Brace; for, his 
is the vittory whereby we overcome the world, ‘even 
our faith, + John v. 4.’ This: faith doth, by ap- 
prehending ‘and’ Jaying hold on ‘Chrift, and 
drawing ftrength and virtue fromhim: what- 
ever power there'is in Chrift himfelf, that pow- 
er is interpretatively in faith, which is nothin g 
but'an improving, and making ufe of that 
power of Chrift.—He works /vz, which ‘is 
another ‘conquering grace; for, lovers frong as 
death; and conftrains the foul to fight undér 
the banner of love, and overcétie.~ He works 
bumihty: and-as there is nothin g§ nearer ruin 
than pride; fo nothing is nearer victory than 
humility: God himfelf refs the prond, and gives 
battle againit it; but he gives grace to the bumble, 
and fuccefs with it.— He Worles alfo the grace. 
Of patience; and this earneftly encounters with 
the‘ preateft evils: he conquers that fuffers. 

_ 6. Through him that loved as we are more than 
conquerors, it imports, that the faith of bis love in- 
fluences the conqueft: whenever we look to the 

» banner’of love, that he caufes to’ be carried over 
our head, then we conquer, and are more than 
conquerors, in all thefe things ; even in all tribu- 
lations and diftrefles: I think there is an em- 
phafis’ here, “intimating, the believer's’ {afety 
in the midft of trouble, under the broad ban- 

‘ner of love: Here is not only a conqueft over 
all thiefe things; bur a conqueft, and more than 
a conqueft, 2 all thefe things,’ even while we 

- arein-the midft of them, ees our 


heavenly Lover'fpreads his banner of love over | 


‘ us; and itis a banner fo extenfive thatit ftretches 
itfelf over all thefe things, while we are in the 
midft of them, fo as we are ‘not only fafe from 
them, when they are over; but fate im ‘them, 
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while they are burning like fire about us, and 
we like the burning bufh amidft the fire. Why, 
the banner of love that is over us, 18 over all 
thefe things that would annoy us; over all the 
flames of the fiery furnace that would confume 
us. His love is extenfive love, that {preads it- 
felf over all thefe things, that in them all we 
may be conquerors, arid more than conquerors, 
Let thefe tribulations, be never fo extenfive, ne- 
ver fo high, never fo deep, never fo broad, never 
fo'long, the love of Chrift is more extenfive, 
being a love that hath a height, a depth, a 
breadth, anda length unutterable; evenas high 
as heaven, as deep as hell, as broad as time, as 
long as eternity. . | 
Therefore, what fhall I tell you, Sirs? Some- 
thing more honourable can be {aid of the be- 
liever’s conqueft on earth, than can be faid of 
the glorious conquerors about the throne in 
heaven: the church trizmphant above may be 
faid, through him that loved them, to be more 
than conquerors above all thefe things, and a- 
dove all. tribulations, above all diftrefles, above 
all perfecutions, above ‘all perils and fwords, 
above all the killing {words of human fury and 
violence; but fomething more honourable yet 
can be faid of the militant church ‘below, and of 
the poor believer, that hath the faith of the 
love of Chrift, that he is more than a conqueror, 
even wali thefe things, zm all thefe tribulations, 
diftreffes, ‘and perfecutions, and fwords of vid- 
lence, when troubled on every fide, yet not diftreffed, 
nor defeated, but defeating, and conquering, 
and gaining more than a victory. 
“How this? Even becaufe they can fee what 
the redeemed above can fee no more ; ‘thar is, 
when they fee the banner of love over them, they 
fee it extended fo far as to fee love in thefe tri- 
bulations, love im thefe dittreffes, love in thefe 
perfecutions; fatherly love; even in, and over- 
topping all thefe rods of his anger that may be 
filled with the fury of men, yet fraughted with 
the love of God, who fays, Fury is not in me. 
Thus through him that loved us, and through 
him as our Lover, and in the faith of his love, 
we are more than conquerors; the glorious 
victory is wholly owing to thé Lord our Lover: 
love leads the van; Jove fights the battle; love 
carries the day; and ‘under this banner weare 
more than conquerors. 


IV. The fourth thing propofed, was, To make 
fome apphcation. If it be fo, as. we have faid, 
hence fee, ” ieee 

i, That the Chriftian life in this world, is not 
only a wayfaring, but a warfaring life. The 
conqueft fuppofes’a’ battle ; Jf any man will live 
godly in Chrift, he mut fuffer perfecution; he mutt 
refalve to fight,’ and not to ly ina whole fkin, 
or to live an idle life. The apples of paradife 
‘will not*dropintoour mouth without any toil, 
or trouble, or pains: Strait is the gate that leadeth 
unto life;’ and there muft be a_friving to enter, 
and ftriving in earneft, in fad earneft; for, ma- 
ny hall feek to enterin, and fhall not be able, Luke 
xill. 24-3; 7. ¢. they who only /eck, but do not 
Jirive ; for violence muft be ufed: The kingdom 
of heaven fuffereth violence, and the violent take it by 

OMG, ss : 
f 2. Hence fee the dignity and excellency of all 
‘true bélievers. The world looks upon them as 
contemptible, and eafily conquered, and over- 
‘come; and therefore every perfon is ready to 
tread upon them, and trample them under pore 
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nay, but they are conquerors, and more than 
conquerors, and can triumph over all oppofi- 
tion. A true believer is one like a king, againft 
auhom there is no rifing up, Prov. Xxx. 31. uncon- 
querable: he is a prince that prevaileth with 
God; and who can prevail againit him when 
he is in good terms with God? He may be con- 


quered in his per/on, but cannot be conquered. 


in his cau/e; that will always hold out: the 
apoftle Paul was neither conquered in his caw/e, 
nor conquered in his /pirit, Acts xx. 24. Bonds 
and afflictions, fays he, abide me ; but yet none of thefe 
things move me. So may all the true and faith- 
ful fervants of Chrift, through grace, 
themfelves in a courageous frame of {pirit. 

2. Hence fee what ground of comfort and 
encouragement it is to. the faithful. fervants and 
followers of Chrift, that they ftand not by their 
own ftrength and power, but by; the; power of 
Chrift; their conquering is not from themfelves, 
but only from him: We are conquerors through 
him that loved us; mark.it, Sirs;. he fays not, 
Through himwhom we love, which might be truly 
faid; but then it would have feemed to attri- 
bute fomewhat of our victory to ourfelves, and 
our love to him, which would have taken very 
much off from the fweetnefs. and. efficacy of 
the comfort and confolation, ‘as if our victory 
depended upon us; but through him that. loved 
us; this gives the glory of it all to Chrift: Not 
unto us, not unto us, but unto thy name be all the glo- 
ry, P{alm cxv. 1. eet 
“°4. Hence fee this victory, proceeds from the 
love of Chrift, which draws out his power. By 
his own frrength /hall no man prevail, but by, the 
ftrength of Chrift, under,.his: banner. of love. 
Our conqueft fprings from his unfpeakable 
love.. Nothing, fays the text, /ball feparate us from 
the love of Chri; Why? Becaufe his'‘love is fo 
prevalent for us, as to unite us, and keep us 
clofe to himfelf; this being the nature of love, 
efpecially of divine love, to;join itfelf to us, to 
join.us to it, and fo to preferve what, is joined 
toit, Itis from his love that he afflicts us; 
and-it is from his love that he ftrengthens us, 
and enables us to endure. affliction... Many.are 
ready to judge of God’s love by other things, 
as by.corn, wine, and oil they enjoy from him; 
but it is beft to try and difcover his loye;by. this 
fruit of it, namely, in the matter of victory, 
efpecially over our f{piritual. enemies: What 
ftrength have we to refift temptations? What 
ability to fubdue corruptions? What power to 
fubmit to afi€tions?. What fortitude to bear 
up, under, and glory in tribulations, diftrefles 
and, perfecutions, and to make a fanctified'an 
holy ufe and improvement of them? . Here is 
a difcovery. of Ghrift’s love to.us.. 0.3? 
ere mane fee what matter of comfort it 1s to 
fighting behevers, who, though-their life be a 
fi aa g. under the crofs, .both without and 
within; itis much for him, even to overcome 
‘himfelf, and. his own unbelief, :impénitency, 
and felfifhnefs;.and though he has his own 
difficulties in this fight of faith, yet he is fo much 
more than a conqueror, that his victory is not 
dubious, but certain and manifeft: the devils 
legally difarmed, and evidently difappointed: 
the victory that, the. believer, hath in Chrilt is 
‘won, and cannot be loft again; it is a fure and 
“continuing victory ; for, whatever hurt. or da- 
mage the church and people of God may re- 
ceive, by a particular aflaultfroma prefentcrofs, 


a fiery dart, or a frightful temptation, yet it is _ 
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fure they fhall have the full and abfolute vic- 
tory in the clofe.. The light of nature, the Pa-, 
gan philofophy, could never carry men beyond 
a doubt about their future happinefs: the fa- 
mous Ariftotle is faid, in view.of death, to have. 
expreffed himfelf thus, Anxius vixi, dubius mori- 
or, nefcio guo,vado:.“ I have lived in anxiety, I 
“am dying in doubtfulnefs, and know not 


“ where lam going.” But you, believer, in 


Chrift, may be fure upon the word and oath 
of God, Heb. vi. 17,—20...where you are going:. 
you need neither live nor-die in doubt, if you. 
live and. die in the faith, The victory is not 
dubious ;. the crown of life is fure to him that is 
faithful unto death. i ais iE agit 
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ing with all thefe things, is the ground of our 
victory, and the caufe why in all thefe things 
we are more than conquerors. When the viper 
fattened upormPaul’s hand, the ignorant people 
thought it was a fign of God’s hatred, and that 
he was a murderer, whom vengeance would 
not fuffer to live; tribulations, deftrefles, per- 
fecutions, perils, and fwords, are vipers that 
may faften on God’s children; but. think not 
the worfe, but rather the better of them; be- 
caufe they may be rather figns of love than of 
hatred: they fhall fhake.off the viper into the 
fire, and catch no harm. 

_ 8. Hence. then let, us fee, the-duty both of 
faints and finners. a eh sshete ©: 
_(4.) The duty. of /aints,,that are Chriftian 
foldiors; and, would. defire ‘not only to be fo, 
but alfo triumphant conquerors. In order to 
this,-it is your duty to keep your eye upon 
your general, Chrif?, and ferve yourfelves heirs 
to his victories, believing: his love, and fight- 
ing under his banner, remembering that it 
is the fight of faith you are called to; therefore, 
you are to fight in the faitlr of his love;, your 
valiant Captain is a vehement lover of yours; 
therefore, aim at believing in him, by. fitting 
down under bis fhadow, Song i. 3.3 and.then, 
though you have no ftrengthin your own hand, 
he will take you off your own hand; and, that 
both for provifion and protection, as he did the 
fpoufe in the following verfe: as to provifion, 
you fhall haveit to fay, He brought me to the ban- 
quetting-houfe ; ‘and, as to protection, that dis ban- 
neroverme was love: and in both he will take you 
off your own hand; for when you eflay /retch- 
ing out the withered band, or endeavour. to jit 
down under his fhadow, or in the ufe:of appoint- 
ed means to,be active, then he will make you 
fweetly pafive, by taking you up in his arms; 
He brought: me-to his:banquetimg-boufe; and by lift- 
ing up his banner over your head, bis banner 
over\me, was love. In this way, you cannot fail, 


not only to be more than; conquerors: in the’ 


iffue, but even in the midft of-all your! ddver- 


faries, and adverfities; Jn all thefe things-we are. 


moré than conquerors, through him that loved us.:Lave 
under this conquering banner. - 


(2.) See the.duty-of /nners that are ftrangers: 


to, this glorious and victorious:Captain of fal- 
vation, through whom all believers and lovers 
of him are more than conquerors through his 
love: you are yet flaves to fin and Satan; cap- 
tives.to the world, and :the flefh, and the luits. 
thereof, warring againft God; ‘but, who. can 
harden himfelf axainft God and profper? Your duty. 
is, if you would not live and die in captivity 
torfiny and Satat,,:and'remain in. perpetual fla- 
very and mifery,,.0:come and:inlift with our 
Lord Jefus Ghrift; the Captain:of our falvation, 
that through him you may become conquerors 
aver fin;, and Satan, and death, and:mifery.: » 
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I have a minifterial commiffion, which nei- 
ther men nor devils can take from me, and it 
is to take on foldiers to our Lord Jefus ‘Chrift, 
and to call them.to come under his banner of 
love: his name is the Lord that loved us, he is 
a lover of ours, even of mankind finners; and 
he courts, you: with his love, with a word 
of love, and a word of reconciliation. What! 
Is he willing to receive fuch a rebel as I'am! 
Yea, he not only /ays he is willing, Whofoever 
will let him come, and him that cometh I will in no 
wife caf out; but he fwears that he is willing, 
As I live, I have no pleafure im the death of finners: 
as fure as death will be in earneft with you ere 
long; fo fure is he nowin earneft, praying you 
to be reconciled.to him. : | 

O enemy, will you henceforth lift up arms 
of rebellion againtt that God who hath thrown 
down ‘his arms of war and wrath againft you, 
faying, in Chrift, 2 am pacified toward you, for all 
that you have done? What! pacified in Chrift 
toward you! And, for fhameé! will you not 
be pacified, or at peace with him? If you will 
not be drawn to him with thefe cords of love, 
nor conquered to: him with the power of his 
love, to your eternal falvation, you {hall be 
conquered by the power of his wrath, to your 
eternal perdition;. If you would not be crufh- 
ed with his anger in the day of wrath, O re- 
fufe not to beiconquered with his love in the 
day of grace. O Sirs, flighted mercy will bring 
you to the'hoteft hell! If this offer of mercy 
be flighted, it will gall you: to the heart for e- 
ver, as the murderer that, when he was to be 
execute for many murders, -confefled, that no- 
thing ftared him in the face; nor galled him 
fo much; as. his..murdering a pleafant child, 
when it was {miling.in his face. Well, will 
you fight agdinft mercy, when it is fmiling in 
your-face; and: f{purn againft the bowels of 
love, that are moving and yearning towards 
you? If you do-fo, nothing will: torment you 
in hell fo muchias this. . Therefore; remember 
his name that is calling’ you to.come to-him: 
to whom is the gofpel calling -you to.come? 
It is.to him that:loved us; it:is.toa lover. Oh! 
will you render:him:hatred for love? Is there 
any here faying; Is there love and mercy for 
me, for the like ef me? Yea, for the like of 
you; though you shave been like a devil for 
enmity again{t God. hitherto... He-fpeaks to 
you like a God of love; and if this fre of di- 
vine love melt your heart, and conquer your 
enmity, and draw, your heart to him, then 
you May go away witha glad heart, triumph:, 
ing inthis valiant lover, that was-able to win 
fuch a heart as yours, and faying, Who /hall-fe- 
parate-us fromthe love of Chrift? - Shall tribulatien,. 
or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs, or 
peri; or fword? Nay, m all thefe things we are mor¢ 
than conquerors, through him that-loved us, 


“SERMON 


' a + 
as 
" 
oe > 
a! oe 


[ 382 ] 


SERMON CXVI CXVIL 


The Day of Effectual Calling, a levelling Day ; ‘or, the Heicu TS 
from which Sémners come down in the Day of Effetfual Kocation.® 


LuKe xix. 5. —— Zacheus, make hafte, and come down. 


ful phyfician, that he has a falve for 
every fore, a remedy for every malady, 
anda cure for every cafe, that any finner on 
earth can poflibly be in. In the clofe of the 
preceding chapter we find him miraculoufly 
healing Bartimeus of his bodily blindnefs: and 
here, in the beginning of this-chapter, we find 
him curing Zacheus of his fpiritual blindnefs. 
Bartimeus was a poor man, fitting by the way 
‘fide, begging; and he is mercifully raifed up 
to be effectually cured of his difeafe. Zacheus 
was'arich man, fitting very high upon a tree 
by the way fide, gazing; and he is mercifully 
brought down to be effectually cured of his 
difeafe. Whether people be in low or high 
circumftances, there is fuitable help and relief 
in the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Now, this Zacheus is here defcribed in the 
context fix different ways. 

1) By his nature and nation, ver. 1. He was 
a‘Gentile, and°a man of Fericho; a place once 
deftroyed. and:.curfed by Jofhua: yet, even 
inthis very place, as there was a Rachab to 
be faved, fo there was a Zacheus to be con- 
verted, by the Lord Jefus.. The bafenefs of a 
place’ does not hinder Chrift from calling his 
chofen. Heaven is open to one place as well 
as-another: therefore, wherever minifters of 
Chrift go, they may open up’ their heavenly 
commuffion, and preach the gofpel to every ra- 
tional creature under heaven, not knowing 
where a bleffing may light. The crofs of Chrift, 
if we may allude thereunto, had four corners, 
inviting the four quarters of the worldto come 
to-him.~ If we confider the body of Chrift up- 


C iu Lord Jefus Chrift is fuch a wonder- 


on ‘the crofs, we may learn how every part.of 
hiny bids welcome all comers: his feer fixed on: 


the crofs, to wait and expect all paffengers; 
hiscarms ftretched out and fpread ‘abroad; to 


embrace all that come to him; :his dead being: 


down to round into finners ears, “ Behold the 


“ti love of a Saviour;” his. dlcod gufhing out, 


like a ftream;, to’ refrefh all that comes; and 
none fhallbe‘excepted, but thefe that sexcept 
themfelves. “But, again,“ \ Dats on 


pation, ver. 2... He was.a publican, and the chief a- 
mong the publicans. They were perfons detefted 
by the Jews; for, after the Jews were fubject 
to the Roman empire, they received the tribute 
money ; and they were Romans and heathens: 
and-he being the chief of the publicans, it is 
probable alfo that he was a notorious finner; 
for, we find frequently that publicans and /imners 
were joined together. When Chrift would de- 
{cribe a notorious and incorrigible finner, he 


fays, Matth. xviii. 17. Let him beto you as a hea- 
then man and a publican. Now, this Zacheus was’ 
a publican, and fo hated by the’ Fews; a_fmner, 
and fo hated of God,“who is angry with the wick- 
ed every day: but Chrift came to call finners to re- 
pentance, and fo bring them into favour with 
him, as all that belong to Chrift will be, they’ 
being loved in him with an everlafting love.’ 
Let no finner then'defpair of mercy through 
Chrift... It is true, if they go-on in fin, and: - 
live and die in a finful, Chriftlefs ftate, they’ 
have ground to defpair; and everlafting hor~’ 
ror and defpair ‘will be their latter end: but! 
if they come down with Zacheus to the Lord Je- 
fus, and fo leave off their finfal courfe, as he: 
did, they {hall meet with the:fame welcome.! 
Defpair of the mercy of God in Chrift, which | 
is infinite and flowing, is one of the moft pro-' 
digioufly aggravated fins: Cain finned more’ 
in de{pairing of mercy than in killing his inno» 
cent brother. © Judas finned:more in hanging* 
himfelf, through defpair, than in betraying? 
his Mafter, through avarice. “It is‘'dangerous: 
to pafs:a. peremptory fentence upon any man’s? 
final ftate: here is a publican called. 3 
: 3. He was. defcribed. by ‘his ‘quality ; he was? 
rich, ver:'2. Itis hard'for a‘rich man to enter 
into: heaven, when he makes his wealth his 
{trong tower: and hence, Not many rich and no 
ble are called; but fome:there'are. Riches, it: 
themfelves, are not hinderanceés to Chrift: One: 
obferves, concerning Jofephof Aramathea, he 
was a.great man‘in the eyes of the world, but: . 
a greater in the eyes of God :'the wife men that 
came out of the eaft.to worfhip-Chrift, were 
both rich and honourable. | Neitherithe poverty’ 
of blind: Bartimeus, nor the riches‘of this many 
Zacheus, did hinder the Lord Jefus Chrift fronx 
fhowing favour‘and mercy:towards them. Let 
rich and poor, ‘highand low, and all forts of 
finners-here, Look unto him, and be faved, and feck’ 
after a fight of him, as:Zacheus here did; ‘who 
is deficpibed; sib bos ovil ton Bivev, woy bia. 
-»4.| By his prefentidi/pofition'and inten/e inclinati- 
on, ver. 3. Hefought tofee Fe/us. It-would feemy 


: 9s fromuthe event,that itwas) fomething more’ 
eva. He is defcribed by his profefion and. occu. 


than curiofity:thatsprompted ‘him: to feek ‘af- 
ter arfight of Jefus. Ivis probable, that, by 
this time, the Spirit of God had convinced Za- — 
cheus that he was a finner, a great finner; and 
now he hears the report of Chrift as a Saviour 
fent from God: and while the convinced fin- 


ner is hearing of a Saviour, even before effec- ~ 


tual calling, he may be under fuch impreffions, 
by the common motions of the Spirit of God, 
as tend to carry him out toward a blind, yet 
ardent defire after a yet‘unfeen and unknown, 


#* This fubje€t was handled in two difcourfes, on a facramental folemnity at Falkirk, May 20th, art, ‘1750. The ft on the 


Sabbath, the fecond on the Monday. Never before publifhed, 
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Jefus; though yet thefe convictions, imprefli+ 
ons,|and defires may have nothing in their na- 
ture faving: however, in the elect of God, they 
may be faving evidentially, by. virtue of the 
divine decree connecting them in the iffue with 
his faving work. Thus. Zaccheus, while other 


rich men were defpifing Chritft, and would not 


give a farthing for a fight of him, is filled with 
an earneft defire after a fight of Chrift, even 
before Chrift manifefts himfelf. to him. It is 
a hopeful thing, that fome faving good is to 
follow, when a fecret defire is wrought in the 
heart, after a fight even of a yet unknown 
» Chrift; and when the report of Chrift ‘works. 
' in a people a defire-of acquaintance with him, 
But here you may obferve the impediments which: 
hindred Zaccheus from getting a fight of Chritt; 
and there are two mentioned: the firft was.out- 
ward, from the people, namely, the pre/s; thé 
fecond was inward from himfelf, namely, that. 
he was of /itt/e fature. . Hence we may obferve, 
* That when people defire to fee Chrift, and. win 
near to him, there are manifold impediments 
_to hinder it, both from without;. and from 
within, From without, thehinderance may bea 


pe s: prefling bufinefs, prefling.compainy, pref- 


his defire to fee Chrift, notwithftanding-of the 
impediments. -ANGAO. n55 Lens ovoid 

5. Beis defcribed by his endeavours that back- 
ed his -defire, and the meafures he took for at: 
taining his defire, ver. 4. He ran.before, and climb- 
ed up a fycomore-tree, to fee Chrift; becaufe he was 
to pafs that way. O butit is-good for people ita 
caft themfelves in Chrift’s way! though there 
be no infallible certain connexion, by divine 
promife, between natural. and-faving grace: 
yet the poor beggar, that keeps the way fide, 
where the king pafles, is certainly wifer and 
nearer his purpofe, than the man that fhould 
go. up to a,diftant mountain where the king 
never comes. It.is- good to be about God’s 
hand, in the ufe of means, even though. we 
fhould miftake the.right manner of ufing 
them: for, the Lord may fend a word of pow- 


er to direct them to the right way. of entertain-: 


ing him, as here he did Zaccheus,, who here 
manifefts his ardent defires.to fee Chrift, by 
climbing the tree that was in, the. way where 
_ Chrift was to pafs:. his. defires were attended 
with endeavours; The /luggard defires; and has 
not ; for, bis hands. refufe to labour: but here, the 
defires of Zaccheus fet both his hands and.feet 
a-work, to climb up the tree., Rich menjare 
generally proud, and would fcorn to climb.up 
upon. a tree before a multitude; ‘and reckon it 
mean and below them to expofe themfelyes at 
that rate: but here Zaccheus, though he, was 
ich, and a-kind of prince, and. chief among 
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thefe that were of his order and office; yet he 
is. not afhamed to climb thetree like a child, 
which, perhaps, he would have bluthed to do, 
had any earthly prince been pafling by: bur 
now, he values not the fcorn of the multitude, 
might-/he get but a fight of Chrift, 

Remark, that they that truly defire a fight 
of Chrift in ordinances, will not regard the re- 
proach and fcorn of a wicked: world. Many 
in our days, efpecially of the rich fort, think 
fhame to be feen:climbing the trees of duties 
and ordinances, for fear their neighbours gaze 
and laugh atithem, and mock)them; but that 
is‘an evidence that there is no fecret heart-de- 
fire to fee:Chrift excited within them, otherwife 
they: would defpife the reproach of fools. 

6, Zaccheus is defcribed, by his ¢fecfual voca- 
tion, ver. 5. where our text lies... Where you may 
obferve two things. 1. The means: 2. The 
manner of his: vocation, or effectual calling. 

[1-]/The means thereof.. And here you may 
obferve four powerful means. | 

(1.) The firt mean was Chrifi’s coming to the 
place: and, indeed, the day of effectual calling 
is the day wherein: Chrift comes by his graci- 
ous prefence; it is not running nor climbing, 
nor uling any endeavours that will be effectu- 
al, ull-the Lord himfelf come to the place. We 
may fay.of the placewwhere we are met, What 
though people are come, and minifters are 
come; if, Chrift himfelf do not come, by his 
{fpiritual prefence, nothing will be done. As 
Martha, faid’to Chrift, Lord, if thou bad been here, 
my brothen had not:died> fo we may fay, if Chrift 
beotihere, we! will remain dead in fin and fe- 
curity; but-if Chritt be’ here, his prefence will 
quicken us) toa lively:hope, \to.a lively faith; 
to a new and {piritual life... | | 

(2.) Theniext mean wasGhrif’s looking up. Zac+ 
cheus had climbed up the tree with his hands 
and feet; and, behold! Chrift follows him with 
his heart and eyes: He looked up. Obferve here, 
That whatever any perfon is, that belon gs to 
Chrift, herwill furely give a look of love, and — 
caft any eye of pity toward that perfon, whe- | 
ther he be down among the crown, or up a- 
mong the branches of the tree; let: him be a 
cripple onthe ground,:or a;:climber on the 
boughs,:Ghriftiwall be at him: though he were 
as far. down as Bartimeus, fitting by the way 
fide, begging; or as far up as Zaccheus, fitting 
on the tree) gazing: Ghrift will look:over thou- 
fands, arid give ailook:to him: He looked up. 
Mott: of: thefe whom Chrift is about to call to 
himfelf are in fuch-circumftances, that Chrift 
miuft;:inca; manner, look up to, him: and, O! 
what amazing grace is:this! Iris a wonder 
when Chrift condefcends to /ook down from hea- 
ven to us on:earth; but for him ‘to-come down to 
earth, to-look up ‘to: us ‘here, isa’ wonder of 
wonders! That he fhould put himfelf among 
the rank of worms, Pfal. xxii. 6. Jam a worm, 
and no man; and that for this end, that he might 
look up to men, placing themfeves upon, and 
pleafing themfelves in their own heights and 
altitudes; this is wonderful! Chrift and finnerg 
are fometimes reprefented in fuch-a fituation, 
cas if the: world were turned upfide down, as 
indeed it is by fin; Chriftis brought down fo 
low, that, when he looks to the finner, he muft 
look up; andthe -finner exalted. fo high, that, 
when:he looksvto Chrift; he muft-look down. 

-High:attempts,-and lofty endeavours of our 

ownywaillonever do .us»any faving good; till 
is Bees ee Chrift 
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Chrift give us a faving look; and, as it were, 
look up to us: with pity and compafion, fo as 
to caufe us look down with fhame and confu- 
fion. 

(3.) Another mean was Chrift’s /eeeng him; 
He looked up ands Aw bim.  Chrift not only look- 
ed up to the tree, but he faw Zaccheus there}; 
he went there to fee Chrift, and Chrift went 
there to fee him: and fo they behoved to fee 
one another. “Hence obferve, That’ when ‘a 
poor foul is feeking to fee Chrift, it is a happy 
omen that Chrift is feeking to fee that foul, and 
that they will not be long afunder. Here is a 
notable{pur.and incitement to diligence, when 
we are feeking after.Chrift, Chrift is feeking 


after us; when. we. would have communion - 


with Chrift,-Chriftt would have communion 
with us; when we have an: eye toward Chrift, 
Chrift hath an:eye toward us: it is, notwith- 
ftanding, to be obferved here, that as we do not 
read that Zaccheus faw Chrift, till firft we are 
told that Chrift faw him; fo it is fure, Chrift’s 
looking to us prevents our looking to him: 
no foul can look to him with an eye of faith 
and hope, till he look to that foul with an eye 
of pity and mercy. If any feed of fpiritual de- 
fire after Chrift, was now fown in Zacche- 
us’s heart, it was a fruitiof Chrift’s feeing him. 
Though exercifed fouls are not always fenfible 
of this, but may be, fometimes, through ig- 
norance, thus {peaking with themfelves; “ O! 
“ how willingly would I fee Chrift! but I 
“ know not if he be willing.” What, man! 
this is a piece of blafphemy; if you be truly 
willing, his will has prevented yours; if your 
eye be toward him, his eye has prevented 
yours: He looked up, and Jaw him. Zaccheus could 
not fee him till he looked up and fhewed his 
face to him: none can fee him favingly till he 
fhews and manifefts himfelf. It is true, Chrift 
faw the multitude about him, and they faw 
him; but it was in another manner that Chritt 
and Zaccheus faw one another: Chrift convey- 
ed himfelf into his heart with the look that he 
gave to him, and the word that he {pake to 
him. Chrift faw Nathaniel down below the 
tree, when he little thought that Chrift was 
looking to him; When thou waft under the fig-tree, 
Ifaw thee. Andhere, he faw Zaccheus, upon 
the fycomore tree, when he little thought he 
would notice him.: 5°) yt 

(4.) The fourth means’ of this effectual cal- 
ling was Chrift’s /peaking to him. '‘Hence we 
may learn, That when Chrift gives:a merciful 
look, he gives a merciful word; where he gives 
a look of love, he gives a word of power; ‘his 
gracious looks and his gracious words: go to- 
gether: the ordinary means of effectual calling 
is by the word of Chrift accompanied with the 
power of the Spirit of Chrift; Faith comes by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God. But now, 
what faid Chrift to him? This leads me:to the 
other part of the text, vz. : 5 ast . 

[2.] The manner of his wocation, or effectual 
calling. Here again we may obferve thefe 
four things, concerning it. fy eobeyis 

(1.) It was a particular call; he {peaks to him 
by name, Zaccuevs. ' Itis faid of Chrift, John 
x. 3. He calls bis own fheep by name. Were remark, 
That the effectual call:isa particular call ; they 
that are thus called are dealt with particularly, 
as if God were {peaking to them by name and 
firname. I might here obferve the fignificati- 
on of the name, Zaccneus, which fignifies, 
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pure, clean, and undefiled; but furely he was ne- 
verrightly called Zaccheus, till now, that Chrift 
called him fo; and, by the particular call, did 
effectually fow the feed of holinefs and purity 
in his heart: and that it was effectual appears 
from the event, his joyful anfwering the call, 
ver: 6.; his repentance and reformation, ver. 8. ; 
and Chrift’s declaration concerning him, ver. 9. 
(2.) It was a declarative call; f{pecial directi- 
on being given him with refpect to his prefent 
duty, Come down; as if he had faid, That place, 
that fituation you are into is too high and in- 
commodious for feeing and entertaining me; 
come down from the height that you may bet- - 
ter fee me. © The neareft fight of Chrift is beft; 
while you are too high, you are too far from 
me; Come down. Here obferve, That thefe who 
defire to fee Chrift are ready to climb ‘to fuch 
Heights, and’ fo take fuch ways of their own, 
as afterwards they will find themfelves obliged 
to defcend from, and abandon; fo it is vain 
to think of getting a faving fight, ‘or a right 
view of Chrift'in a way of climbing up by our. 
own natural and legal endeavours. Come down, 
Zaccheus; you mutt defcend from your own na- 
tural heights-and legal altitudes, to the gofpel 
valley, and the low path where Chrift walks. 
If Zaccheus: had been where he ought to have 
been, Chrift’ would not have called him to 
come down: it is true, it was a lawful and 
laudable fhift for him, confidering the great 
prefs, and his low ftature, to climb up to the 
tree that he might get a fight of Chrift; but if 
he fhould fit ftill and reft upon ‘the fycomore 
tree, when Chrift the tree of life was come fo - 
near, to be the only refting place of his foul, 
all his pains and labours would have been loft. 
There may be very lawful; laudable, and com- 
mendable means and endeavours, that people 
may betake themfelves to, and they may climb 
very high therein, that they may get a fight 
of Chrift ; but if they fit down, and reft upon 
the tree of ‘their own duties and endeavours, 
whatever external, common, and pafling views 
of Chrift they may get, yet there is no faving 
fight, or {pecial acquaintance with Chrift they 
can have, unlefs they come down from all 
dependance upon means, down to Chrift him- 
felf. The call here is directive; and the order 
and direction he gets is, Zaccheus, come down. 
Whom Chrift calls, he direéts to proper duty; 
and it is the firft duty of fouls that would have 
communion with Chrift, to come down, that they 
may meet with him. — aoc aida 
» (3.) It was a haftening call, Zaccheus, make ast E, 
and come down. As you ran before the reft, and 
made hafte to get up; fo you muft make hafte 
to be down. © The call of Chrift requires a pre- 
fent anfwer, without delay; Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of falvation: to-day if you will 
hear his voice, ‘harden not your hearts. The out- 
ward external call by his word is fuch a haft- 
ening call, that no man ought to delay a mo- 
ment to comé to Chrift, at his call; fora delay 
is dangerous: why, if the next moment fhould 
cut his breath, and fo cut the thread of his life, 


‘before he come to Chrift; he’ is eternally and 


irrecoverably ‘loft: ‘The internal and effectual 
call is fuch a haftening ‘call, that‘ whofoever 
are the fubjects thereof ‘cannot find in their 


hearts to delay a moment’”’ No fooner did 


Chrift fpeak the word, than Zaéchéus made haf 


‘and came down. © 


- (4.) le was a kindly arid'a Jobing call, as appears 
. from 
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from the reafon of it; For, to-day I muft abide at 
thy houfe; come down, for Y mutt be yout: guett: 
EF will fup with you, and you with me to-day. Here 
is a bleffed guef# inviting himfelf, the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift. Here is a place of entertainment, 
thy boufe. Tere is the fulne/s of the vifit, it was 
not paflingly and tranfiently; but he was to 
abide at his houfe. Here is the neceffity of it, I 
mMusT abide at thy boufe: a fweet necefflity of love 
and kindnefs; I muft do it!’ And here is the 
time when this was to be'done, To-pay J muff 
abide at thy houfe’: the time to favour thee with 
a merciful vifit is come. ‘Here’ is furpafling 
and preventing love and mercy,’ Chrift kindly 
calls upon Zaccheus, when Zaccheus was a- 
fhamed and afraid to call ‘upon him: Chritt 
invites himfelf'to his home, when Zaccheus 
was thinking of nothing but a pafling view of 
him by the way. And here it is remarkable, Zac- 
cheus not only gets what he defired, but much 
more; he gets Chrift to be’his gueft: When 
Chrift calls, he fhows his*kindnefs far beyond 
all our defires and hopes; and whom he calls 
effectually, he draws with the cords of love: 
having loved with an everlafting love, he draws 
with loving-kindnefs—So much {hall fuffice 
for the explication. I now confine myfelf to 
this one doétrinal propofition. 


Onsery. That there are certain heights people are 
apt to afcend, from which the Lord Fe/us, nthe day 
of effectual calling, caufes themto come down, in 
order to their having communion with him. Za c- 

. CHEUS, MAKE HASTE, AND COME DOWN, 


Chrift, in the day wherein he manifefts him- 
felf, {peaks to his’ people as Jofeph did to his 
brethren, Gen. xlv. 9. God has made me Lord of all 
Egypt, come down unto me, and tarry not.’ So fays 
Chrift, The Father hath put all thing's into my hands ; 
yea, All power in heaven and in earth-is given unto 
me: come down unto me, and tarry not; make 
hafte, and come down in a way of fubjection 
and fubmiffion to me and my righteoufnefs, 
renouncing all dependence upon other means. 
When they would help themfelves, and add 
fome cubits to their own little ftature, by climb- 
ing up to fit on a tree, he calls them to come 
down, and fit in the duff; as the expreffion is, Ifa. 
xlvii. 1.; and to fee that in Chrift only is their 
help; and that by no means or endeavours of 
their own can they add one cubit to their {pi- 
ritual ftature, nor advance their own fpiritual 
welfare, but in a way of coming down from 
all confidence in the flefh. There is no com- 
munion with God in Chrift, but in a way of 
believing, or by faith; and what is faith, but 
a down-coming grace? It is aquiting grip of all 
boughs: and ‘branches’ of creature-helps, that 
we are ready to climb up unto, and reft upon; 
and of taking hold of the man whofe name is 
the Bk awcu, the tree of life, under whofe fha- 
dow alone we can be fafe. Our fafety lies not 
in climbing up to any other tree, but in com- 
ing down below the fhadow and covert of the 
blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift. Here alone 
communion with God is to be had: hence, fays 
the church, Songii. 3. L/at down under his fhadow, 
with great dehght, and his'fruit was fweet to my tafte. 

The method we propofe for the further o- 
‘pening up this fubjeét, as the Lord fhall be 
pleafed to countenance, is the following. 

_ I. To fpeak of fome of thefe Aeighis from 

__ which people muft come down, ee would 

anfwer the gofpel-call. std 


‘* 


s that would anfwer the gofpel-call. 
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II. Shew in what re/pec?s they come down. 
Ill. Offer fome remarks on the day of effectu- 
_ al calling. 
IV. Affign therea/ons why theLord calls them 
to. come down, and that with hatte. 
VV. Deduce fome imferences for the application. 


I, We would {peak of fome of thofe heights 
and altitudes, from which all muft come down, 
And, 

1. The finner muft come down from his high 
thoughts, and towering imaginations; his high and 
lofty reafonings that exalt them/elves againft the 
knowledge of Chrift; for, this is one of the great 
ends of the gofpel, to level thefe heights: The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty, 
through God, to the pulling down of ftrong holds, 
2 Cor. x..4, 5. Proud reafon in man is fo far 
out of reafon, that many reafon themfelves out 
of all religion, and fet up reafon againtt faith, 
muftering up millions ot thoughts and imagi- 
nations, and carnal objections againft believ- 
ing in God, and againft believing alfo in Chrift, 

2. The finner muft come down from the 
height of his natural efforts to fave himfelf, by 
the ftrength of his own free-will, or natural 
power andability: for,as by nature weare with- 
out firengtb, Rom. v. 6. for any {piritual work, 
not being /ufficient of ourfelves, to think any thing as 
of ourfelves; fo, by frength /hall no man prevail ; 
and, ft is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that Jbeweth mercy. Hence, 

3, Sinners muft come down from the height 
of their own Jegal endeavours, in going about to 
chablifh their own righteoufne/s, Rom. x. 3. This 
is a tree that all men naturally attempt to a- 
icend, whenever awakened to a thought of 
heaven and hell: but, in vain do men fet their 
duties againit their fin, as if thefe could take 
them away; for it is only the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the jin of the world, John i. 29. In 
vain do they fet their works againft the wrath 
of God; that fire will devour them as ftubble; 
itis fefus that delivereth from the wrath to come. 
Yea, in vain do men fet the frength of Chrift 
againit the righteoufne/s of Chrift, which they 
do, when they ger ftrength and enlargement 
from him to pray, and perform this or the o- 
ther duty, then they make that a ground of 
their being juitified.. From this legal fpirit it 
is that men confound afffance with acceptance ; 
and think themfelves accepted becaufe affifted : 
but. men may be affifted to do miracles in 
Chritt’s name, and yet never be accepted, Mat. 
vu. 22, The ground of acceptance is only in the 
Beloved, Eph. i. 6.—From this legal fpirit it is 
alfo, that men confound the marfs of faith with 
the grounds of faith; and fo think they have no 
ground of believing, while they want the evi- 
dences of faith, 

4. Men muft come down from the height of 
their fal/e maxims concerning Gop, as if be were 
Juch an one as themfelves, and did approve of their fin, 
Pfal. 1. 21,; falfe maxims concerning CuRIsT, 
as if he were a Saviour to fave them 7 their 
fin, while they want not to be faved from their 
fin: falfe maxims concerning them/elves, as if 
they had good hearts toward God, not knowing 
their hearts to be deceitful above all things, and 
defperately wicked, Jer. xvii..9.: falfe maxims 
concerning rehgion, as if they could be religi- 
ous without being regenerate and born again; 


_whereas Chrift fays, Verily, verily, Lfay unto you, 


Except 


. 
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Except a man be born again, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God, John in. 3. 

5. Men muft come down from their heights 
of fal/e hopes, that are withering branches; for, 
The hope of the hypocrite fhall perifh, Job Sits tay 
Many hope they will mend afterwards, though 
they give themfelves a latitude for the prefent; 
they will get. grace between and the grave. 
Thus multitudes ruin themfelves. Many pre- 
{umptuoufly hope in the mercy of God, as the 
devil would have Chrift cafting himfelf down 
from the pinacle of the temple ; for why, The 
angels will bold you up. No, fays Chrilt, Ger thee 
bebind me, Satan; it 1s written, Thou /halt not. tempt 
the Lord thy God, Mat. iv. 5, 6, 7., 50 it 1s, when 
Satan, or the flefh, fay, Plunge yourfelves into 
fin, mercy will help you out: but, the mercy 
of God fhould lead to repentance, not to rebellion. 

6. Men muft come down from the height of 
worldly props and carnal confidence in arms of flefh ; 
For the Lord hath rejected thy confidences, and thou 
Jfbalt not profper in them, Jer. il. 37, ‘Thefe are re- 
fuges of lies, as Ifrael found when they were 
brought to fay, A/bur /hall not fave us, neither will 
we ride upon horfes, Hof. xiv. 3. As if they had 
faid, We have formerly trufted that the Affy- 
rian would fave us; that our horfes and cavalry 
would help us; but we find them all to be vain 
confidences: Lord, it is in thee the fatherlefs 
find mercy ; in thee the helplefs find relief, and 
in no worldly props. 

7, Thofe that would anfwer the gofpel-call 
mutt come down from the heights of notable at- 
tainments, whether in refpect of unfound expe- 
riences, natural graces, or gofpel advantages. 
There are unfound experiences: fome have convic- 
tions and awakenings, like thefe of Cain, Saul, 
and Judas; terrors and tremblings, like thofe 
of Felix, when Paul preached of righteou/ne/s, 
temperance, and judgment to come; fears and for- 
rows, like thefe of Efau; joys and affections 
moving, like thofe of the ftony-ground hearers; 
partial reformations, like thofe who, through 
the knowledge of Chrift, efcaped the grofs pol- 
lutions of the ‘world. Thefe are all flender 
branches to truft to and reft upon: you mutt 
come down from them.—There are natural and 
common graces alfo, that people muft quit the 
hold of as well as falfe convictions: fome have 
a cradle faith, that they had all their days ; 
this is fo far from being of a faving nature, 
that men may have a temporary faith, like 
Simon Magus, who yet was im the gall of bitter- 
nefs, and in the bond of iniquity, Acts vill.23. They 
may fufpect their graces who were never hum- 
bled for their contraries; who have faith, and 
yet were never convinced of, nor humbled for 
their unbelief; who have love, but never were 
convinced of, nor humbled for their enmity ; and 
have knowledge, but were never humbled for 
their ignorance.—There are go/pel-advantages that 
many have and yet abufe; but, in as far as they 
are abufed, they are rotten branches to hold 
by. Some abufe a gofpel profe/ion, contenting 
themfelves with the form, without the power of 
godlinefs: they abufe gofpel privileges ; and, in 
refpect of thefe are exalted to heaven, and yet 
fhall be brought down to hell. Many abufe gofpel 
grace, and turn the grace of God into wantonne/s, and 
to encourage them in their fin. Many abufe 
-gofpel promifes, by making a loofe, carnal ap- 
plication of them; and of the blood of Chritt, 
and of redemption purchafed thereby, without 

‘feeking after the’effectual application of ‘it to 


a 
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us by his holy Spirit... Many, abufe. gofpel -i- 
berty and freedom from the law, as a covenant, 
by taking liberty thence to fin,.as if they were 
free from the law asa rule of life too. Many. 
alfo abufe gofpel principles, fuch as this, That 
without Chrift we can do nothing : as true.a word 
as in all the Bible, that without him wecan do 
nothing fpiritually, formally, and acceptably 
good: however, men may do things material- 
ly good; but hence the carnaljheart of many. 
infer, Seeing the. whole ;work 1s Chrift’s, in 
point of power ; therefore they will.do nothing, 
in. point of means,: but leaye all to.Chrift; and 
fo make Chrift a leckie to their idlenefs, and.a 
pillow to their floths,|,Though the ufe of the 
means hath no, caufal influence in obtaining 
the. good ,promifed; yet: there: is..a neceflary 
connexion betweenthemeans and the blefling: 
thus though the.Lord.promifes many fignal 
bleflings, in abfolutely free, promifes, Ezek, 
XXXVI. 25,——29.; yet,! For all thefe things he, will 
be enquired of by the houfe: of Ifrael, wer. 37. ‘Thar 
perfons ought to be in the ufe of means, and 
have reafonto expect a blefling in fo doing, is 
evident from many places of {cripture, particu: - 
larly Prov. viil. 32, 33,34. Mat. vii.7,8. Thefe 
are wicked abufes of gofpel. advantages, by 
thefe who receive the grace of God in vain, — 


Thefe and the like attainments, experiences, 
graces, and advantages, are vain boughs and 
branches, from which they muft come down. 

8. I mention another height that men muft 
come down from, that would anfwer the gofpel- 
call, and that is the height of vain apologies and. 
excufes for their fin. ‘There are fome fhifts‘and 
apologies that are. very. poor, mean, and low 
ones: but I will name two that.are, very high 
and proud apologies. And, |... | 

(1.) The one is drawn from the tranflation of 
fin upon others, asif they were not guilty, but 
only fuch as tempt and enfnare them: , hence 
fome blame the devil only. for, that which is 
their own fin. But, if you, father your fin up- 
on the devil; it may be, indeed, he is the father 
begetting; but the fleth is the mother conceiv- 
ing and bringing them forth; Every. man, is 
tempted, when be 1s drawn away of his own luft, and 
enticed, James i. 14. Some father their fin upon 
God himfelf, as Adam did, when, he faid, The 
woman which thou gaveft me, gave me.to eat, Gen. 
ili. 12. As if he had faid,.“ If thou had not 
** given me this companion, I had not eaten.” 
But, fays the apoftle, Let no man fay when he is 
tempted, that be 1s tempted of God, Jam. i. 13. Yet 
thus men are ready to juftify themfelves and 
condemn others; yea, and God himfelf. , 

(2.) Another proud and lofty. apology is 
drawn.-from fale comparifons ; men, comparing 
themfelves with others that are worfe; likethe 
Pharifee, that compared himfelf with the Pub- 
lican; God, I thank thee, Iam not lke other men, 
Luke xviii. 11. As if hehad faid, “ Lord, I 
“ thank thee, I am not fo ill as fuch a man, 
“ fuch a rake, fuch a debauchee,; %c.;” and fo 
hiding themfelves under the covert of a com- | 
parative righteoufnefs. But as. runners in.a 


race haften their pace, by looking to thefe that 


are before them; but do not flack it, by look- 
ing to thefe that are behind them ; what a folly 
is it, if we be running the Chriftian race, to 


look. to thefe that are behind, and reckon we 
are farther forward than they, and therefore 


‘we need make no more fpeed in religion! But 
‘rather we are to look to thefe that are’ before 
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us, and be afhamed that we are fo far behind, 
and put the fpur to our dull and naughty fleth, 
that we may run the race that is fet before us, look- 
ing unto Fefus, the author and finifher of our faith, 
Heb. xii. 1, 2. You do not ufe to look toa poor 
beggar and fay, lamricher than he; and need 
no more: and will you deceive yourfelfin the 
matter of religion, faying, I am better than 
fuch aman; and therefore lam right enough? 
—— From thefe and the like heights men are 

‘to come down. Come down, Zaccheus. 


Il. The /econd thing propofed, was, To fhew 
in what re/pects they come down, who anfwer 
the gofpel-call. And here it may be enquired, 
by what feps they come down; and to what 
place or fituation they come down. 

if, By what feps they comedown. Wename 
only thefe four. ; : 

1. The firft ftepis confideration: none comedown 
from the height of their vain confidences, till 
they be brought to confideration and thought; 
L thought onmy ways, and then I turned my feet to 
thy teftimomes, Pfal. cxix. 59. God complains of 
men for want of thought and confideration ; 
The ox knoweth his owner, and: the afs his mafter’s 
crib; but Irael doth not know, my people do not ‘con- 

fader, Va: 1. 3. And it is the firft thing God calls 
people to, when he wills them to come'down to 
meet with him, Hag. i. 5. Now therefore, faith 
the Lord of hofts, confider your ways. 
- 2. The fecond ftep by which they come down 
is concern: people may make a little ftep by 
confideration, and*prefently ftep back again, 
and let the thoughts pafs away; like thefe who 
are'flight hearers of the word, that opens up 
and difcovers their cafe: but like men behold- 
ing their natural face in‘a glafs, and go away, 
and ftraightway forget what manner of perfons 
they were; therefore the next ftep muft be 
concern, deep concern about falvation, faying, 
“with the jaylor, What /hall I do to be faved? Or, 
with. Peter’s hearers, ‘Men and brethren, what fhall 
we do? The man‘is awakened to areftlefs con- 
cern, in the ufe of appointed means, how to 
get down from that dangerous and dreadful 
height, whence he is ready to fall into utter 
PGMS ite 
3. The third ftep is de/pair and di/appointment : 
finding all his legal hopes and expectations 
failing him; all his legal endeavours vain and 
ufelefs; yea, vanifhing, dying, and giving up 
the ghoft. When a man comes down to this 
ftep, viz. to defpair of help in himfelf, and to 
defpair of relief from creatures'and means, of 
themfelves, faying, as itis, Jer. ili. 23. Truly 
in vain 1s falvation hoped for from the hills, or from 
the multitude of mountains: By this ftep he juft 
quits the grip’of all thofe branches which he 
had laid hold on, and truftedto. He finds him- 
felf difappointed of thefe confidences,.and that 
he cannot profper therein: The Lord hath rejected 
thy confidences, and thou fhalt not profper in them, 
Jer. ii. 37. Some are wrathfully difappointed ; 
for, the Lord defroys them and their confidences 
both, asthe word here will read: J will deftroy 
thy confidences, and thou /halt not profper in them. But 
others are mercifully difappointed ; when God 
famifhes their falfe doitieciess, it is a plague 
even for a man to profper in them, and a mer- 
cy to be ftarved out of them, and to be brought 
down by defpair and difappointment. 

4. The fourth ftep I mention is re/lution: 
the foul now refolves, through grace, to quit 
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hold of all thefe lofty to-looks, and to come 
down and take hold of Chrift alone, faying 
with the prodigal, when he carne to him- 
felf, J will arife, and go to my father, Luke xv. 18. 
If he had not been ftarved, but had got bread 
enough abroad, he would not have rifen up 
to go to his father’s houfe. ‘Thus when the 
Lord hedges up our way with thorns, that we may 


_not find our paths, then we come to fay, Iwill go 


and return to my firft hufband, Hof. ii. 6, 7. Indeed, 
none would come to this refolution, if the Lord 
did not blaft theirvain confidences, foas tomake 
them afhamed of them: Thou /halt be a/hamed of 
LEsypt, as thou waft afhamed of Affyria; yea, thou 
Shalt go forth from him and thine hands upon thine 
head, Jer. ii. 36, 37. This refolution to come 
down to Chrift, though it be the beft, yet it is 
the laft fhift that men take: fee the difpofition 
of man naturally, Hof. vii. 11. Ephraim is like a 
Jilly dove, without heart: they call to Egypt, they go 
to Affyria. The dove’s young are taken from it 
every two months; and yet, like.a filly bird, 
as it is, it builds in the fame place, where it 
was deprived of its young, never remembering 
it will be robbedagain and again, even as oft 
as it builds there: juft fo do men build their 
refidence where they cannot but be ftill bereav- 
ed, till God bring them to put in practice this 
refolution to come down and build low, upon the 
fure foundation: This leads me to the next 
thing here: as by thefe and the like fteps they 
come down:} fo, 

2dly, To what place or pofition do they come 
down? I fhall here but name thefe four things 
they come down to, when they anfwer the gof- 
pel-call: Come down, Zaccheus. 

1. They come down to /e/fdenial, Mat. vi. 24. 
If any man will come after me, let him deny him/elf, 
fays Chrift. Self muft be abafed and Chritft ex- 
alted: the foul°that comes down to Chrift, is 
brought to felf-abafement, felf-abhorrence, felf- 
judging, and“ felf-condemination; yea, felf- 
hatred and deteftation: Now mine eyes fee thee, 
faid Job; wherefore I abhor myfelf, and repent in 
duft and in afhes; Job xlii. 5, 6. 

2. They come down to the go/pel-terms of life 
and falvation ; that is, tothe renouncing of all 
legal terms and*conditions, ‘to which you can 
nevercome up: You have heard, perhaps, men 
{peak of commg up to the terms of the go/pel, faying, 
You muft be fo and fo qualified, humbled, and 
penitent, beforé°you can come to Chrift: why, 
this is, indeed, an a/cending up, inftead of ‘coming 
down. But the eall is, Come down, Zaccheus ; to 
the terms of the gofpel-market: that is, to get 
all things freely, without money, and without price ; 
all things for nothing, Ifa. 1v. 1. 

3. They come down to God’s righteonfne/s, and 
fubmit to that, quitting all’ righteoufefs of 
their own as filthy rags. This; proud man has 
no will, by nature, to come down or fubmit to: 
They bemg ignorant of God's righteoufne/s, and going 
about to efablifh thew own righteoufnefs, have not 
Submitted themfelves to the righteoufne/s of God, Rom. 
x. 3. They that anfwer the gofpel-call, they 
come.down tothe fure foundation that God has 
laid in Zion, -difelaiming all confidence in the 
flefh; all confidence in their duties, prayers, 
tears, frames, and good affections or actions. 

4. They come down to God’s will, both his 
commanding and difpofing will: to his com- 
manding will, faying, Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do? Brought down to an approbation of 
the holinefs of the law, and toa difapprobation 

of 
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of themfelves, for want of conformity to: it. 
‘They are brought down alfo to the di/pofing will 
of God, and to a fubmiilion to his providence, 
though he fhould order poverty, advertity, re- 
proach, and contempt, if it be for his glory 
and their good. The manjsis delivered trom 
the power and rule of a murmuring fpirit. It 
is much for proud nature thus to come down. 


IN. The third thing propofed, is, To offer 
fome remarks on the pay of effectual calling. 
We obferve only thefe things fhortly from the 
context concerning it. 

1. “ It is a particular day, wherein the Lord 
“ givesa particular call to fuch and fuch a per- 
“ fon, as it were, by name; ZaccHEUs, come 
“ down. Ihave called thee by name.” Though God, 
in. calling his children, doth not give them all 
the particular names wherein they were bap- 
tized; yet he particularizes them fo as they are 
made to fee that they, in particular, are called, 
as it were, by name: for, God deals with their 
heart as particularly as if he were {peaking to 
none,elfe; yea, the Spirit of God direéts the 
word.as clofe as Nathan to David, Thou art the 
man. 7: 
2. We remark,“ That the day of effectual 
“- calling is a day of di/patch: Make HASTE and 
“ come down, fays-the text.”. Much bufinefs is 
done and difpatched.in that day; and the Lord 
doth not fuffer.the foul to linger, but haftens 
it, as the angels did Lot out of Sodom. When 
Lot lingered, the angels pulled him out, God 
cries to.us by his word, faying, “ Hafte you, 
“ man,.woman,;.come out of this world,-left 


“ you partake of the judgments thereof.” Men . 


delay, and areevenaverfe from coming toGod; 
but, in the day of effectual.calling, Chrift, the 
Angel of the covenant, by his Spirit, pulls them 
out,-and compels them to come down in hatte: 
inthe day of effectual calling the foul makes 
hatte. Now is the accepted time, and now 1s the day 
of falvation. 1 made hafte ; I delayed not to keep thy. 
righteous judgments. | at 
3. Ll remark, “It is a day of doveand kindne/s, 
“ wherein Chrift gives a kindly. ook, as well.as 
“-a-kindly word.” . It is here faid, Chrift LooK- 
ED. upto Zaccheus, and faw him... Laccheus-want- 
ed.to have a look ora fight of Chrift; but he 
little thought that Chrift wanted to give a-look 
to him. But as Jefws looked. down upon Peter, 
when he was tog-low,.in order to bring him. 
up; fo we may fay, he looked mp upon :Zac- 
cheus, when he was.too high, in order to bring 
him.down. In both thefe cafes the lookwas a 
kindly look. Chrift injoins us to look unto him 
and be faved; but he muft give-the firft look.; +. 
' -4e We remark, “That the,day of effectual 
“ calling isaday. wherein Chrift invites himfelf 
“ to an interview. with the poor foul: for, :Zo- 
“day, fays Chrift, mut 1 abide at thy houfe.”: Here 
Chrift invites himfelf:* and, indeed, when he 
calls effectually, he invites himfelf to the houfe, 
to the home, to the heart of ,his: people...He 
feeks not.our invitation, but prevents it: he is 
faid to prevent us with the bleffings of goodne/s, Pfal, 
Xxl. 3. Kindnefs ‘begins on his.fide ; he lays 
himfelf in our way, by promifes, and proffers 
of mercy.. O! happy. thefe to whom Chritt is 
faying, “This day, I muft. come to your houfe, to 
“ your family, to your clofet, to your. dwel- 
rz ling.” ; 5 | poe ze ae 
5. Lremark, “ That the day of effectual cal- 
_ “© lingisaneceffary day ; This day, fays he, / Mus 


+ See this pafticular further illuftrated in the explication, p. 383, 384. 
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“ abide in thine houfe.”. There is a blefled necef- 
fity he is under; as it was with Chrift, when 
he met with the woman of Samaria, John iv. 
4. it is faid, He mujf? needs go through Samaria. 
And, as it is faid of his bringing in his fcatter- 
ed flock, John.x. 16. Other fheep I have, which 
are not of this fold, them alfo I muft bring, and they 
fhall hear my voice. There was a neceflity of 
purpofe, of purchafe, of promife, and a ncef- 
fity of love in the cafe; and the thing muft 
take effect. . 
6. We remark, “ That the day of effectual 
calling is an abiding day, fo to {fpeak: itis a 
day wherein Chrift comes not to make a 
tranfient vifit, but a defigned vifit; defigning 
“ to tarry and abide: This day I muff aBip¥ at 
“ thy houfe.” It is. afet day, wherein he defign- 
ed, from all eternity, to meet with fuch’a foul. 
As it is faid of Ifrael, Pfalm cii. 13. The time to 
JSavour ber 1s come; yea, the fet time. A time fet 
and appointed for his flay and abode in order 
to fhew his favour; and.though his fenfible 
prefence is not ftill abiding; yet he gives fuch 
a vifit, as to leave a pledge of \his..conftant-a- 
bode: J will pray the Father, and-he fhall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide. with you for 
ever, John xiv. 16. Vols 4s A 4 
\ 7. Weremark, “ That the day of effectual 
calling is a meeting day between, Chrift and 
the finner: a.day of communion and fellow- 
fhip between. bim..and them; wherein he 
makes homely and free with them and theirs: 
“ To-day I muft abide at thy. houfe.’ As if he had 
faid, “ You and I. muft be ‘houfed together : 
“your houfe muit-be my houfe; your table 
“ my table; yea, your heart muft be my home; 
“ Twill not only ftand.at the door and kuock, but 
I will make kings keys; you muft opew to 
me, and I will.come.iu, and fup with you, and you 
‘with me.” ) Tee “(obs 
8. I remark, ‘That the day of effectual.cal- 
ding is.a notable‘and remarkable day.” ‘The day 
of ‘effectual calling.is.a remarkable day, and 
that in. two refpects, viz, the remarkable names, 
andthe remarkable /iens and: properties of it. 
o{s.pTt hath remarkable ames in fcripture ; 
it is called a-day of power, Pfalnmcx. 3. A day 
wherein God exerts his power, for breaking 
the rebellion of. the nature; as he did in the 
cafe of Zaccheus the publican. —~It\is called:a 
day of. e/poufals,.and \a day of the eladneft: of 
Chrift’s. heart, Song ili. 11, For then the match © 
is madeup, between,Ghritt and the believer 
It is called. a day of /alwation, 2 Cor. viv 2. Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of falvation.’ It 
is true, every gofpel-day may be fo called ;-but, 
ina {pecial manner, -the day of effectual cal- 
ling; for then, ,as\Chrift faid. to Zaccheus, it 
maybe faid, This‘ day is Jalvation: come to thine 
boufe. Again, it is fometimes called a day. of 
vengeance, lfa.lxii2,-Lhe day of vengeance is im mine 
heart; forthe year of my redeemed is-come.. Then 
the Lord. takes vengeance on ‘all {piritual ene- 
mies, fin, Satan, and ftrong-corruption; the 
vengeance of God and thetemple purfue them. 
—Sometimes it is called a day of jimall things, 
Zech..iv..10. Who bath defpifed the day: of fmall 
thmgs? The beginnings are ordinarily fmall, 
but the latter end may greatly increafe.— It is 
called a day or time.of love, Ezek. xvis 8. Behold, 
when I Jaw thee polluted in thy blood, thy time was 
a time of love; for then he gives. many a love- 
token. —It is called a day of hfe from the dead, 
as the day of the.converfion of the Jews fhall 
a . be; 
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be, Rom. xi. 15. Then the hour cometh when the 
dead {hall hear the voice of the Son of God, and hive, 
John v. 25.—In a word, it is called a day of 
the Lord’s making, Plalm cxvili. 24. This isthe day 
which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be 
glad in it. All days are of hismaking, but this 
efpecially; minifters cannot make fuch a day. 
[2.| It is remarkable for the. figns and proper- 
ties of it. Iname four. It is remarkable for 
fuccefs, liberty, victories, and difcoveries. 
(i.) The day of effectual calling is remark- 
able for /ucce/s, becaufe then the pleafure of the 
Lord profpers im his hand, and ‘hearts are drawn 
to him, as Zaccheus’s heart here was; for, be 
made hafte and came down. Why, then Chrift 
rides in his majefty, according to Pfalm xlv. 
3, 4. Gird thy fword upon thy thigh, O Moft Mighty; 
with thy glory and thy majefty: and in thy majefty ride 
profperoufly ; becaufe of truth, and meckne/s, and righ- 
teoufne/s. O man, woman, came there ever a 
word of power to your heart that made you a 
volunteer to the Son of God? Such a word as 
went out through and in through your heart, 
and opened all the bolted doors thereof to the 
King of glory? It is a day remarkable’ for 
Tuceeds.s S. cialis tt-6 OvOK FOE 
(2.) Itas a day remarkable for liberty; The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becaufe be bath a- 
nointed me to proclaim liberty to the ‘¢aptives, and the 


opening of the prifon to them that are bound, Wa, 


Ixi. 1. Many have come hand and feet bound, 
tongue and heart-bound to preachings and. fa- 
craments; but there-came.a word of power that 
opened all their prifon doors. The entrance of 
the word gives light, life, and liberty; liberty 
and freedom fromall the threatenings and 
curfes of the law; freedom to\enjoy and make 
ufe of all the promifes.of the gofpel; freedom 
to go im the firength of the Lord, makimg mention of 
his righteoufnefs, even of his only. “Then the man 
is at. liberty to walk, to run,‘to fly, for his 
ftrength is renewed; he mounts up on wings 
asan.cagle. Such freedom had'Zaccheus, when 
he not only received Chrift joyfully; but frank- 
ly forfook his former wicked way of living, 
and made reftitution of all the wrongs he had 
done, ver. 6th, and 8th, of this chapter, where 
the text lies. Aud he niade hafte,’ and came down, 
and received him joyfully... And Zaccheus food, and 
faid unto the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods 
Igive tothe poor: and if I have taken any thing from 
any man, by falfe accufation, I reftoré-bim fourfold. 
» (3.) It is remarkable for victory ; victories o- 
ver hearts, victories over corruptions, victories 
averSatan. OSirs, do-any of youremember the 
day when, though one would have given you 
all the world, you could not get'your heart to 
follow the Lord in duties and worfhip ; yet, lo! 
quickly you hadit to fay, Or ewer [was aware, 
my foul made me like*the' chariots of Amminadab ? 
When though you were frightedwith legions of 
devils,and legions of lufts, and great regiments 
of corruptions within you, or ever you was a- 


‘ware, you was made to believe and lay holdon ' 


Chrift, and fo, by faith, to turn to flight the 
armies of the aliens, and fay, Through God I fhall 
do vahantly : Thanks be to God who giveth the vic- 
tory, 1 COT. XV. 57. BR Shes 

(4.) It is remarkable for djcoveries; fuch dif- 
coveries of God, as makes the foul to fay with 
Job, Now mine eye feeth thee; wherefore I abhor my- 
Jelf.. Such difcoveries of fin and f/f, as makes 
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one fay with Afaph, So fooh/h was I and ignorant, 
Twas as a beaft before thee. Truth, Lord, lama dog ; 
fama devil, a monfter.. Such difcoveries of 
the world and the vanity thereof, as makes it 
appear nothing. Pleafures, and honours, and 
crowns, and {ceptres, all vanifhing nothings. 
Such. difcoveries of /piritual and eternal things, as 
make them appear in their excellency, and 
makes the man to give tranfient thoughts to 
tranfient things, and permanent thoughts to 
permanent things. But efpecially fuch difco- 
veries of Chri?, by the Spirit of wifdom and re- 
velation, in the knowledge of Chrift, as makes 
him to be feen and admired in his infinite worth 
and excellency, fo as‘all things appear worth- 
lefs in comparifon of him. ‘The man fells his 
all for this pearl of great price.’ He is feen in 
his fulnefs and fufficiency, as hein whom dwells 
all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily: in his tulnefs 
of meritand Spirit, beauty and bounty, majefty 
and mercy, gracé and glory. He is feen in his 
wonderful meetnefs and fitnefs for glorifying 
all the perfections of God, and for antwering 
allthe needs, ftraits,and wantsof the foul. The 
work of redemption is feen in him to be a work 
worthy of God’s glorious excellencies,and fuit- 
ing to the foul’s loft condition, which is made 
to go in to this method of falvation with won- 
der and admiration. ‘O Sirs, have you ever /een 
the King in bis beatty; and beheld King Solomon 
with the crown upon his head? Have ever the 
beams of his glory fhined‘in upon your heart, 
according to. 2 Cor: iv. 6. God, who commanded the 
light to fine out of darknefs; hath /hined in our hearts, 
togive the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 
in the face of Jejus Chrift ? 

Some ‘may think, O! what is that the man 
is talking of? A fight and difcovery of Chritt’s 
glory! That muft'be fome wild enthufiaftic 
notion; for our part, we never faw any glory 
beyond that of the fun, moon, and ftars. O 
poor foul! faw you never any greater glory 
than that? I tell you, there is’ an infinitely 
greater beauty to be feen; and if you fay you 
belicve the Bible, you muftownit. Is not that 
word in the Bible,’ A// we bebolding ‘as m a glafs 
the glory of the Lord, are-changed ito the fame image ; 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord? 2 Cor. ii1..18, 
Is not that word in your Bible, Tbe Word was 
made flefh'; and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth? 
John i. 14. Sy | 

But may fome think, What do you talk of feeing 
Chrift! Fs he not at the righi-hand of God in heaven? 
It'is true ; we do not {peak of feeing him with 
the bodily eye; The heavens muft retain him, till the 
time of the reftitution of all things. It 18 not by any 
light like that of vifionaries, nor light within, 
like that‘of the Quakers; but we fee the God- 
man by the eye of faith, and fpiritual under- 
ftanding, in the glafs of the word. ‘We fee a 
God in Chrift, reconciling the world to himfelf, 
We feehis grace, his glory, his beauty; though 
yet we cannot exprefs what we fee, we cannot 
explain to the world what we fee: words can- 
not reprefent the beauty and glory that is in 
Chrift, or the fweetnefs and comfort that is felt 
in him, ‘when difcovered. They that fee him, 
can fay no more butthat they fee him all grace, 
all glory, all beauty, altogether lovely: and itis 
no fancy or imagination of him. It is no zma- 
gimary idea of Chiral as man; * but it is, according 


* This important diftin@ion is elaborately handled, and fatisfyingly cleared. up by our Author in his Treatife, intitled, Fairu No 


Fancy ; or, a Treatife of mental Images, See the account of our Author’slife, p. 13, 14. and Vol, Il. p. 158, 174, 180, 195, 240, 


to 


Spe 


to fcripture, an intellectual apprehenfion of bim as 
God-man: witnefs Paul’s experience, Gal. 1. 16. 
He revealed his Son in me: and David’s experience, 
Pfal. lxiii. 2. O to fee thy power and thy glory, as I 
have feen it in the fanctuary! In a word, it is juft 
fuch a difcovery of Chrift as he was pleafed to 
give of himfelf to Zaccheus here, ver. 10. This 
day, {aid Chrift, is /alvation come to this houfe. 
For the Son of man is come to feek, and to fave that 
which was lof. tis a view of Chrift as the Seek- 


er, the Saviour, and Salvation, of the poor loft. 


finner. So much concerning the pay of 
effectual calling. 


IV. The fourth thing propofed was, To give 
the reafons why the Lord calls them to come down, 
and that with Aafe, in the day when he calls 
effectually; Zaccheus, make hafte, and come down. 
And, ; 

If, Why he calls them to come down. He 
doth fo, for the fix following reafons, amongtt 
others. 

1. We are called to come down becaufe it is 
God’s great end, in the difpenfation of the gof- 
pel of his grace, that /e/f may be abafed, and 
Chrift may be exalted. See Ifa. ii. 11, 17. The 
lofty looks of man fhall be HUMBLED, and the haugh- 
tine/s of men fhall be BOWED DOWN; and the Lord 
alone fhall be eXALTED m that day. And the lof- 
tine/s of man fhall be BOWED DOWN, and the haugh- 
tine/s of men fhall be MADE Low, and the Lord alone 
Shall be EXALTED im that day. The high and 
lofty One, who inhabits eternity, cannot bear 
with high and lofty men, who inhabit houfes 
of clay, whofe foundation is in the duft. Men 
muft come down either in a way of judgment 
or mercy, that the Lord alone may be exalted. 

2. The Lord calls men to come down, be- 
caufe, while they afcend too high, they are in 
a dangerous ftate. Before they be. effectually 
called down, they are in danger of falling 
down, and. deftroying themfelves. . If they 
come not down at God’s call, and with his 
help, they, will be brought down with fhame 
and difgrace; for, God refifteth the proud, but giv- 
eth grace to the humble: whereas, they that come 
down, and humble themfelves under bis mighty hand, 
they /hall be exalted, 1 Pet. v. 5, 9. . 
3. He calls us to come down, becaufe, the 
farther down we come, in a ftate of due humi- 
liation and abafement, the digher fhall we be 
fet up in a way of exaltation and advancement. 
As it was with the glorious head of the body, 
the church, his humiliation to the loweft, made 
way for his exaltation to the higheft honour; 
No man bath afcended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from, heaven; even the Son of man, which is in 
heaven, John iil. 13... Where, by the bye, we 
may obferve what a wonderful perfon our Re- 
deemer is. .In one re{fpect he was never out of 
heaven: for, when he was on earth, he calls 
himfelt the Son of man, which is in heaven: and 
yet, in another refpect, he both defcended from 
heaven, and afcended to heaven; and. both this 


low defcent, and high afcent, were neceflary. 


for him as our Surety: Ought not Chrifi to have 
Suffered thefe.things, and to enter into his glory? John 
xxii. 26. And, indeed, in fome conformity to 
him, all that afcend, muft in fome refpect de- 
fcend; and the lower they come down, the 
higher will they be raifed up. 

4: They are called to come down, that. fo 
Chrift may have a feot/ool on which he may 
- mount his throne, and that free grace may be 
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exalted in their falvation While men are 
proud and lofty, and ftanding upon their alti- 
tudes and eminences, ‘boafting of their own 
ftrength, glorying in their own abilities, reft- 
ing on their own righteoufnefs, and building 
their hope and confidence on their own excel- 
lency, induftry, endowments, natural or ac- 
quired, Chrift is put out of his throne, and 
free grace, reigning through his righteoufnefs, 
cannot be exalted. But when once a man be- 
gins to come down, he is content to be, as it 
were, a ftepping ftone for Chrift to be mounted 
up; fatisfied to be-a debtor to free grace reign- 
ing through the blood of Chrift to all eternity. 
Where is boafting then? it is excluded. It is exclud- 
ed! By what law? Of works? Nay, but by the law 
of faith, Rom. iil. 27. -Chrift is made,—wifdom, 
and righteoufne/s, and all, that no flefh mght glory 
in bis prefence; but that he that glorieth, might glory 
inthe Lord. ae . 

5. They-are called to come down, that they 


may be valley ground for receiving the feed of  \ 


the word, and being fruitful, which they can- 
not be, while they remain on their heights, 
no more than the tops of high rocks can be ex- 
pected to prove a fruitful foil. Chrift is the rofe 
of Sharron, and the lly of the valleys, Song ii. 1. He 
loves to deck and beautify the low valleys, and 


make them fruitful and fragrant with his pre- » 


fence. 

6. They are called to come down, that they 
may meet with Chrift, and.be houfed with him, who 
loves to dwell. and be houfed with the hum- 


‘ol 


ble:, For thus faith the high and lofty One, that tits:° 


habiteth eternity, whofe name.is holy, I dwell in the 
high and holy place; with ‘him:alfo that is of a con- 


trite and humble fpirit; to revive the fpirit of the” ~ 


humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones, 


‘Ta. lvii..15..\. This was the reafon why Ghrift 


called on Zaccheus. to come down, «that he 
might meet with Chrift, and that Chrift, and 
he might be houfed together: Make hafte, fays 
he, and come down’; for, to-day Imuft Jup at thy houfe. 
And _ this: comprehends’ many more reafons, 


why, in a day of effectual calling, they are~~ 


called to come.down. ‘Why, they muft:come 
down, to get.a better. /ook of Ghrift, than they 
can have. by climbing. upon a tree. .. They 
muft come down to embrace, Chrift, and re- 
ceive him in their arms. \ Down to entertainhim 
in their houfe and in their, heart. _Down to 
worfbip at. his. feet, of whom the Father has 
faid, And let all the angels of God worfhip him, 
They muft come down to éreadin bis feps, and 
keep the fame ground. «And in a word, they 
muit come down to walk-with him, Micah vi. 8. 
Walk humbly with thy, God... Or, as it is in the 
Hebrew, HUMBLE THYSELF to walk with God. 
Proud man fcorns to walk. with a. meek’ and 
lowly Jefus ; yea, with the high and glorious 
God, but wants'to be as Gods, and above God: 
but you muft come down and humble yourfelf 
to walk with God. ilteyr EM Orc 

2dly, Why mutt they make hafe and come 
down? What is the hatte, fay you? Why, there 
is need of that hafte here which David {peaks. 
of, Pfal. cxix. 59, 60. f thought on my ways, and 
turned my feet to thy teftimonies. ‘Then it follows, 
I made hafte, and delayed not, to keep thy command 
ments. "There is need of anfwering the gofpel- 
call in hatte. meee 

1. Becaufe time is hafting away; the wings 


of time are flying with the utmoft fpeed. -O 


Sirs, time, time; fhort and precious: there- 
eee 


“ 


s 
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fore, make hafte and clofe with Chritt, while 
it 1s the accepted time and day of falvation. 

_ 2. Becaufe the day of falvation is haftening a- 
way: gofpel-offers, fermons and facraments, 
thinifters and ordinances, all are in hafte. I 
have read of the birds of Norway, where the 
days are fhorteft, that the birds are. fwiftef. 
The day of grace being a fhort day, there is 
need of hafte: Now is the accepted time, Now is 
the day of falvation. ‘ 

3. Becaufe death is making hatte... That 
black fcythe is mowing down old and young, 
like grafs, here and there; and death {huts the 
door of gofpel-offers for ever: therefore there 
is need of hatte. ' oe 

4. Becaufe judgments are making hafte; tem- 
poral judgments and {piritual judgments;.and 
the particular judgment at death, and the ge- 
neral judgment of the great day. All are mak- 
ing hafte, and crying to us to make-hatte to 
get in to the city of refuge before it be too late, 
and the avenger overtakewus... . 

5. Eternity is making hafte. The angel is about 
to cry, with his hand lift up to-heaven, and to /wear 
by him that liveth for ever and ever, that time fball 
be no more, Rev. x. 5. What then will follow? 
Nothing but eternity; eternity. of well or wo. 

6. Becaufe Chri? is calling on us in. hatte, 
faying, Come; come; Whofoever will, let him 
come. His language not only is, Come tome, 
poor foul; but alfo, Come with me: Come with 
me from Lebanon, He is making hafte,to put a 
~ clofe to his work of redemption, by power, e- 
“ven as he was in a hafte to.accomplith the 
work of redemption by price; and he will ne- 
ver reft, till he hath it to fay of this, as well 
as.of the former, / is finifhed.. 


are high as the, mountaims on: which. they -con- 
fide ; but in vain zs /alvation looked for from,the bills, 
or multitude of mountains ; truly inthe Lord only is the 
Jakvation of his people. . Some would be.as high 
as the clouds; butthey are called clouds without 
water, and gh that, pafs away. Some 


would be as-high-as the /ars;; but they are 
called wandering, ars, to whom.is referved the black 
nels of darkne/s for ever. Yea, fome are faid.to be 
as high as heaven in refpect of certain privileg- 


es; but though they are exalted unto heaven, they. 
Srall be cap down to hell. What fhall I fay? Men 
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and love to have the pre-eminence, and to be 
Lords over God’s heritage, and over men’s con- 
{cienes is too too evident in many. 

2. Hence fee, that the go/pel-market may be 
called a down-coming market; and gofpel-grace, 
down-bringing grace. Men generally have a 
falfe notion of the gofpel. So much do they 
affect to be high, that they think, if they’ fee 
Chrift, they muft climb up, and be very high, 
very holy, very good, very penitent; yéa, very 
eminent folk; but know not that they mutt 
come down from their heights, from their ima- 
ginary holinefs and goodnefs, and be laid flat 
with the ground, and be nothing... They mutt 
come down from that thought that they are 
rich, and increafed with goods, and ftand in need of no- 
thng. This thought will. keep them away 
from Chrift. But they muft think, and know, 
that they are poor, miferable, wretched, blind, and 
naked; and that they ftand) in need of every 
thing. Hence, I fay, the gofpel-market may 
be called, a. down-coming market, where the 
price of wares doth not rife, but ‘rather fall. 
It is true, all the gofpel waresand riches are 
bought with the price of blood,. blood of infi- 
nite value. It was a high price to Chrift; but 
to you,in' the gofpel-offer, the price is no price 
at all; for all, the buyers are to’ buy, without 
money, and without price. Yea, the price falls 
lower than men can think or imagine.” This 
market is lower than the popith market, where 
good works are the price; lower ‘than the le- 
galilt’s market, where fuch and fuch good qua- 
lifications are the price. “Lower than the Ar- 
minian market, where the act of believing, by 
the-power of free-will, ‘is the price.» It is not 
a market of man’s free will; «but of God’s free 
grace; nor of thepower of nature}'but of grace. 
Itis aflying onthe wings of grace; tothe throne 
of grace; and this fovereign grace:brings down 
all toher footftool that thare of her royal:boun+ 
ties. . They are made content to!be debtors to 


_ free grace. 


3» Hence fee the reafon of God’s' difpenfati- 
ons towards his people that are of a bumbling 
and, dowu-ca/ting nature. Ashe calls them! by 
his word, fo:alfo byshis providence, to come 
down, and ly at:/His feet.» The-children of gtace 
have-no; reafon’ to’ grudge’ the’ want of thefe. 
things; whichethey\are naturally ready to truft 
to... Itisa mercy to be brought down! It may 
be, God. denies ‘you riches; well, perhaps: they 
would have been, your confidence.‘ Perhaps 
he denies you frames and enlargements; well, 
it is poffible, you would have refted ‘on thefe; 
as your refuge and righteoufnefs.: ‘People may 
be miftaken concerning \God’s ‘way. towards 
them: it may look like wrath, when it is love. 
God-difappoints*you in all your own ways and 
fhifts, and that-by down-pulling difpenfations, 
breaking:the branches:you hang by. The fiery 
ferpentdtings you; why? It is not:to kill you, 
but to make. you:dook: to::the ‘brazen ferpent; 
Chrift, on: the pole-of the gofpel. “The aveng- 
er of blood.purfues the foul out of all his lurk- 


_. affect to be even as high as Ged: Ye fhall.be as 


ea, Gods, was the firft temptation ; and this. pre- 
o<os vailing, men fet themfelves in: the throne. of 


holes; but, it is to-drive you'to the city of re- 
fuge. A deluge of heavy judgments may come; 
but it is not to. drown thee, but force thee to 


God; yea, would exalt themfelves; like fo ma- 
ny Antichrifts, Above all that is called God:.and 
hence {purn at the government of :God,.and 
ftrive with their Maker: and hence no wonder 
then men feek to be above one another; yea, to 
be gods over others. The {pirit of Diotrephes, 

.O:k., “Ll. 


5F ‘ 


the ark. . Perfonal.afflictions, family afflicti- 
ons, national afflictions; all are ‘levelled for - 
breaking down-your \falfe. confidences, ‘and 
bringing you down to Chrift. See Hof.ii. 8,14, 
The matter is, if God has a mind to convert thee, 
he ‘will never leave thee, without fome one 

thing 


— 
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thing or other upon thy foul, tofling thee, 
wearying. thee, vexing thee; that thou fhalt 
never have quiet, till at length thou land upon 
Chrift.. Such is the bafenefs and degeneracy 
of man’s nature; we are like Joaby Abfalom 
fent for him, he will not come; then comes 
the fecond:fummons, no; he will not anfwer. 
Well, fays he, I will give a fummons of ano- 
ther nature, and fo he goes, and fets all Joab’s 
corn-fields in a fire: deffroys all his confidences, as 
Jer. u. 37. The corn-field of hopes and props 
muit be fet a-fire; thus Manafieh could never 
be brought down till brought to extremity a- 
mong the thorns in Babylon, and then heknew 
that the Lord was God. : 

4. Hence fee the nature of true faith ; it is a com- 
ing down. It is fometimes called a coming out, 
when it refpects a leaving thisi world, and the 
Antichrifts therein; Come out of her, my people, 
Rev. xvii. 14. Sometimes it is called a coming 
m, when it ref{pects:a being houfed with Chrift; 
Compel them to come 1N that my houfe may be filled, 
Luke xiv. 23. Sometimes it is called a coming 
up, when it re{pects amounting heavenwards; 
Whois this that cometh ur from the wilderne/s, lean- 
ing on ber beloved? Song viii. 5. Sometimes it is 
- called a coming down, as here, and elfewhere, 
particularly, Ma. xlvii. 1. Come DowN and fit in 
the duf, &c. And thus faith may be defigned, 
as it refpects the foul’s defcending from all 
thofe heights men are ready to climb and afpire 
unto. It is a coming from {felf-exaltation to 
felf-humiliation. No grace fets a man fo high 
in God’s efteem, nor fo low in his own efteem, 
as that grace of faith; which, viewing God’s 
infinite excellency, makes the creature fink to 
nothing. By unbelief-we fet ourfelves up a- 
bove God, but: by faith we come down. : 

5. How reproveable are they, who inftead of 
coming down, and fitting in the duft, are fet- 
ting themfelves. up on fuch heights as to afcend 
prefumptuoufly the very throne of God; pre- 
tending a zeal for Zion’s King, and yet abufing 
his authority and proftituting his royal prero- 
gatives, by their pretended cenfures and ex- 
communications, pafled without any power, 
but what is finfully arrogated and aflumed, 
without any caufe or ground, but what is ima- 
ginary and fictitious, as hath been documented 
unto the world. Yea, profecuted violently to 
the expofing of the difcipline of God’s houfe, 
and matter of laughter tora vain: and profane 
generation, while exercifedagainft thofe whom 
it cannot be execute againft by the law of God, 
or:man; nor by any rule of fcripture or reafon. 
If any, enquire, how the proceedings of the fe- 
parating Brethren, in thefe matters, appear to 
befinful heights, and unwarrantable extremes, 
and extravagancies, and a finful climbing up, 
inflead of coming down to keep upon. folid 
ground ? Why, that this work of feparatifts is 
not of God's approbation, or agreeable’ to his 
word; will appear in thefe particulars,’ © 
.(4,) If it is awork that deviates from the good 
old way; Jer. vi..16. Thus Jaith the Lord, Stand ‘ye 
inthe nvays, and fee, and afk for the old paths, where 
is the good way; and walk therein; and ye fhall find 
refi for your fouls, Chap. xviii. 15. Becaufe my peo- 
ple hath forgotten me; they have burnt incenfe to va- 
nity, and they havé'caufed them to fumble in their 
ways from thé\antient paths,ito-walk in paths, in‘a 
waynot caf up, i civ 
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(2.) If it be fupported and carried on with hes, 
calumnies, and reproach; Va. xxviii. 17. Judgment 
alfo will I lay to the line, and rightcoufne/s to the plum- 
met, and the hail fhall fweep away the refuge of lies ; 
and the waters fball overflow the hiding-places. Ezek. 
X1il. 22. Becaufe with hes ye have made the heart of 
the righteous fad, whom I have not made fad: and 
Strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he fhould 
not return from his wicked way by promifing him life. 
~ (3.) If it cover violence with a mafk of zeal; God 
hates robbery for burnt-offering: For, 1 the 
Lord love judgment, I hate robbery for burnt-offering, 
Ifa. lxi. 8. And him that loveth violence, bis foul 


- hateth, Palm xi. §. 


. (4.) If confequently it turn the keys of the 
temple into /words and faves, and inftruments 
of fury, and fiery perfecutions :, Then Fe/us faid 
unto the chief priefts, and captains of the temple, and 
the elders which were come to him; Be ye come qut as 
againft a thief with fwords and flaves? Luke xxii. 
52. For thy violence agaimft thy brother Facob, fhame 
Shall cover thee; and thou fhalt be cut of for ever, 
Obadiah ver. ro. hol 

(5.) If it bearthe mark of maine/s, or of mens 

being plagued in their prudentials: Therefore, 
behold I will proceed to do a marvellous work among 
this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder : 
Sor the wifdom of their wife men Jhall perifb, and the 
underfianding of their prudent men fhall be bid, Wa. 
xxix..14. The days of vifitation are come, the days of 
recompence are come ; Ifrael hall know it : ihe prophet 
is a fool, the fpiritual man 1s mad ; for the multitude of 
thine iniquity, and the great hatred, Hof. ix. 7. 

(6.) If it fofter pride, arrogance, and lordly. pre- 
emmence: Leph. it. 10, 11. This fhall they have for 
their pride, becaufe they have reproached and magni- 

fied themfelves againft the people of the Lord of hofts: 
The Lord willbe terrible unto them, for he will Jamifh 
all the gods' of the earth, and men fhall worfhip him 
every one from his place, even all the ifles of the hea~ 
then. 3 John ver. 9. J wrote'unto the church, but 
Diotréephes, who loveth to have the pre-eminence a- 
mong them, recewveth'us not. And if it lead men 
to act the part of lords over mens confciences. ' 

(7.) If it fhun “the Aight. John iii. 20. For _ 
every one that doth evil, hateth the light ; neither 
cometh to the light, left bis deeds /hould be reproved. 

(8.) If it make men ‘unnatural and unfociable ; 

Rom. i. 31. Without underftanding, covenant-break- 
ers; without natural affection, implacable, unmerci- 
Sul +: The prodigious hagas that are of 
fuch a: nature ‘and'tendency, and have fuch 
concomitants, they that climb. them, muft 
come down humbly, otherwife they will fall 
dowsticadion ere te te 

6. Hence fee, that few are'called effectually, be- 
caufe few have céme down, t6’entertain Chrift 
in their hearts and houfes. "They have no will 
to come from thé tree they have climbed; they 
hold faft by the branches thereof. ‘Many hold 
fo long by fome rotten branch, that they are 
in danger of letting Chrift go his way, and call 
no more, faying, My Spirit ee, longer firive 

with them. But here is a mark’ of ecu} cal- 
Hing, the foul is made gladly and haftly 
come down to Chrift; down to his fchool, as 
a-Prophet, to be taught of him; down to his 
altar, as a Prieft, to be accepted in him ; down to 
his footftool, as a King, to*be blefled and ruled 
by ‘him.— Why; fay you, mutt ‘we not come 
up to Chrift, and up to his terms?, Nay, man, 
you are far enough up already; you are for 


{ The Reader will fee this affair more fully laid open above, p. 299, 322,-—3 26. He may confult alfo the Account of the Author's _ 
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more terms than heis feeking of you. He feeks 
that you come down from all terms, conditions, 
and perfonal qualifications ; to a renounciation 
of your all, which is nothing, and to an em- 
bracing of Chrift’s all, which is a// im all. The 
foul, in effectual calling, is made tocome down 
from felf-love, to felf-loathing; from felf-efti- 
mation, to felf-abhorrence; ‘from felf-will, to 
God’s.will; from felf-eafe, to an enduring of 
hardfhip, and a taking joyfully the fpoiling of 
our goods, by plunder, and the {poiling of our 
names, by reproach andcalumny: down from 
felf-confidence, toa renouncing ofall confidence 
in the fleth, and a placing our confidence only 
in God: from felf-fulnefs and fufficiency, to 
felf-emptinefs, and contentment to be beggars 
at the door of grace’s all-fufficiency, and dai- 
ly travellers between creature-emptinefs and 
Chrift’s fulnefs. Down from felf-righteoufnefs, 
to a counting all our own righteoufnefs but 
filthy rags. A fight of God, ‘as fo glorious in 
holinefs, that this attribute cannot be vindicat- 
ed without a perfect obedience; and fo glori- 
ous in juftice, that this attribute cannot be fa- 
tisfied without a condign fatisfaction of infinite 
value; both which are only to: be found in 
Chrift. This brings down all lofty thoughts 
of felf-righteoufneis, and’ makes the foul cry 
out,’ In the Lord only have I righteoufne/s. Ina 
word, .a day of effectual calling is a down-com- 
ing day: ‘the foul that was. rich,’ ‘and increafed 
with goods, comes down’to ‘his {hop to buy 
his wares, his tried: gold, his-white raiment, 
his eye-falve... The foul that «was'climbing too 
high, comes down to-fit under his fhadow, who 
is the trée of life; down to his patture, who is 
the good fhepherd.; down to his wine~cellar, 
to be fed and featted with him,'in his banquet- 
ting-houfe; down’ tochis green bed of fellow- 
fhip with him, in his pleafant'fruits. roy 
» 7. See hence how unkind itis to. delay’ when 
Chrift is calling us'to hafte and come down, 
and faying, To-day, even to-day, I muft abide at thy 
houfe; 1 would-be in to thy) heart: Now 2s the 
accepted time. ‘Thé prefent’ time is the time 
wherein God calls you to come down, and work 
in his vineyard. When death comes, she will 
call you no more. The prefent time is the time 
wherein he‘is cafting oper his door to all beg- 
gars, faying, To-day ye may be faved; if -ye 
delay till to-morrow, the door may be forever 
fhut.. The prefent day isthe day wherein the 
judgments of God are begun} his judgments 
are‘in the earth, and the inhabitants thereof 
ave:to' learn righteoufnefs. ‘Come down, and 
own that you are yer to learn the leffon of com- 
-ing:down, inftead of climbing up:>—There are 
three things fhould be confidered by you that 
are lingering and putting off the time. . 
_ <i(t.) Your delay hardens your’ heart: Go thy 
way; {aid Felix,>/willbear. thee'at a more conve 
nient time; but that time never came.. ‘Time is 
not at'your'command® @ jmomii sys 
“< (2) Your delay wearies God, and not man 
only; Lam weary with forbearing, faith God; and 
with waiting on this generation: Jf it be'a fmall 
thing ta weary man, faith the prophet, wall ye 
nveary my God alfo? If you wear out his patience, 


you are undone forever, 20) 5 00 0) 
-~.(3.) Can you tell how long God will /pare 
you? Can you tell me that you willbe out of 
our grave till this day eight days? Do you 
ich whata day may bring forth? Then, this 


‘ 
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* Alluding chiefly to the condué of the feparating Brethren, formerly laid open, p. 290, 322,326, 
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moment, hearken to his call, when he is fay- 
ing, Haffe, hafte; make hafte, and come down. 

8. Hence fee the duty of allthat hear the gof- 
pel, namely, to come down and fit in the duf, and 
to quit hold of all the branches by which they 
are holding, that they may come and take 
hold of Chrift, the righteous branch. Let me 
here exhort, excite, and direct you, 

[1.] Let me exhort you to come down, and quit 
hold of all the branches wherein you confide, 
What branches? 

1. Some hold to the branch of worldly confi= 
dences, minding only earthly things, and caft 
anchor there, making earth their heaven: but 
this world is like a floating ifland, fuchas fome 
we read of, where it is folly for failors to caft 
anchor, left the land {wim away with the fhip. 
Oh! dangerous truiting to floating and flying 
things. 

2. Some hold by the branch of carnal excufes, 
when invited to come down to the gofpel fup- 
per with Chrift, Luke xiv. 18, 19, 20. They all 
made excufe; and, among the reft, one faid, 7 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them. 
Auguftine made thefe to reprefent the five fen/es, 
which men want to gratify; inftead of coming 
to Chrift, called a yoke; becaufe we have them, 
as It were, in pairs; two eyes, for feeing; two 
ears, for hearing; two noftrils, for {melling ; 
two jaws, for tafting; and a twofold feeling, 
eutwardand inward: anda yoke of oxen, becaufe 
occupied about the earth, and earthly things: 
but, Come down, Zaccheus; come down from the top 
of Amana: and Hermon, from thefe mountains of 
vanity. iff 
- 3.Some hold to the branch of proud /e/f, fetting 
themfelvesaboveallothers,andembracing even 
the doctrines of devils, fuchas that, of forbidding to 
marry, andcommanding to abfian from meats, 1'Tim. 
iv. 1¥2;°3: This, in asliteral fenfe, is applicable 
to Papitts ;but, in a fpiritual fenfe, applicable 
toothofe;;who fo far are. forbidding marriage, as 
theyare pretending: to loofe the marriage relation 
between paftor and\ people; whom God hath join- 
ed, they would put afunder, by their pretended 
fentences of « depofition and excommunication: and 
hence fo far commanding to abfiain from meats,.as to 


be difcharging people to feed upon thefe green 


paftures, wherein their fouls have been former- 
ly nourifhed *,. If it be the doctrine of devils to 
forbid marriage, and commando abftain from 
meats, in a temporal and literal fenfe, how 
dangerous and deadly muft the’ doctrine..be, 
that doth fo, in ‘a -fpiritual fenfe!’ However, fo 
it isythat thefe who are catched in fuch afnare, 
after their credit is engaged} their pride holds 
them; like a chain, and makes,them afhamed 
to return, and acknowledge their folly. But 
pride'muft down, for it is abominable in the 
fightof God,» . : 

I Have read.a:pretty ftory,’ or a- pretty fable, 
“ of dnangel anda hermit travelling together: 
“ the firft thing they met with, on their way 
* was-a ftinking carrion; at which the hermit 
* ftopped his nofe, but the angel {miled; after- 
“ wards, they faw a ftrumpet decking herfelf 
“ proudly and pompoutly, at which the hermit 
“ {miled, andthe angel {topped his nofe.” The 
moral teaches us; That nothing is more aboe 
minable to God, and his holy angels, than 
pride and vanity; and of all pride, none more 
hateful to God than religious pride; men’sfay- 
ing, Stand by, for Iam boher than you: thefé area 


a ee 


finoke in his nofe, a fire that burneth all the day, Ua. 
Ixv. §. 

4. Some hold by the branch of human precepts 
and examples; their fear towards God is taught by 
precepts of men, fa. xxix. 13.3 for which God 
there threatens to make the wi/dom of their wife 
mento depart, and evani/h into folly, ver. 14. When 
people make the precepts and examples of men, 
be they never fo good, their rule, their Bible, 
no wonder that-they turn/afide into crooked 
paths, and be led forth with the workers of 
iniquity. I mentioned fome heights formerly, 
that men attempt to climb in vain, and from 
which they muft come down: I do not here 
refume them. 

5. Some, Imay add, hold by the branch of 
their own good purpofes and ‘refolutions ; fome by 
the branch of their own good duties and earneft 
prayers; but thefe confidences will fail you: 
therefore, Come down, Zaccheus; come down to 
Chrift; for, many /ball feek to enter in, and fhall not 
be able, becaufe they come not down to Chritt, 
and to the ftrait and narrow way; fo ftraitand 


narrow is the gate, that youcannot enter with’ 


the bunch upon your back, whether the bunch 
of fin and wickednefs, or the bunch of your 
legal fervices and righteoufnefs. 

6. Some hold by the bunch of their good affect:- 
ons: they have been fo and fo affected in hear- 
ing, in communicating; they have fhed tears 
at ordinances fometimes, and wept abundant- 
ly; and therefore may they not expect that this 
will do them good, and render them the more 
acceptable to God? Nay, man, what.a tender 
twig is that you are lippening to. You may 
be as joyfully affected at a comedy, or dread- 
fully affected with a tragedy: is there any re- 
ligion in thefe affeCtions? or any thing beyond 
nature?. or any real mark of grace therein? 
Nay: come down, Zaccheus, to the Jordan of 
the blood of Chrift, and: wafh there; and not 
in the puddle of thy own tears, otherwife thow 
haft no part in Chrift. Come down, and let 
him wath you, who fays, Jf lwa/h thee not, thou 
haft no part in me. LB TH fad? is 

7, Some, again, hold by the branch of their 
oww-home-bred faith, faying, “ We believe as well 
“ as wecan; and may we not hold there?” Nay, 
nay: come down, Zaccheus; the object of faith 
is the author of faith, and the all of faith; yea, 
the ad? of faith, whereof we are the:fubject 
acting, is an owning Chrift to be all, itfelf to 
be nothing. The faith of God’s operationquits 
its hold of all things; and of itfelf too} and 
throws itfelf into Chrift’s arms that he imay 
take and keep hold of it. Hosts isd? tort: 

Finally, Some hold by the branch of:degal 
hopes and expectations, faying, “ Why, if I can- 
“ “not believe of myfelf, I will wait;’ not doubt- 
ing but this they can do: ftill fome twig of old 
Adam they will hold by. - But, come, down, 
Zaccheus; and know that-yow are not fufficient 
of yourfelf to think any thing)as of yourfelf; 
your fufficiency muft beof God in Chrif; there- 
fore, come down. Oak bsacedt 4 

{2.] I fhall endeavour to excite you by a few 
‘motives. Meantime, this call concerns dinners 
and faints both; for, as unregenerate, proud 
nature, that is ftill afpiring to climb andi clafp 
about the forbidden tree, needs to come down; 
fo the remains of: proud nature, in the regene- 
rate, makes it the duty of faints to be ftill com- 
ing down. Honeft communicants,though they 
have communicate never fo worthily and ac- 
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ceptably, and have come down to entertain 
Chrift in their houfe, and heart; yet, through 
the remaining power of natural pride and felf, 
being ready always to put confidence, even in 
received graces, frames, enlagements, attain- 
ments, or fome old-covenant twig: fome good 
thing done by them, or wrought in them, in- 
ftead of trufting only to the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, and living wholly upon the grace that 
isin him; therefore, they meed daily to be 
coming down, and walking humbly with 
their God, and keeping themfelves down with 
him in the low valley. |... . 
The exhortation then concerns fimmers and 
faints both: and for motives confider, - 
it. That the market of grace'is as low as ever it 
was:; therefore, come down, if you would buy 
the pearl of great price.. Here you may buy 
cheap, and fell dear: Buy the truth, and fell rt not. 
You are to buy the pearl for nothing, by tak- 
ing it freely; but you may not fell it for a 
thoufand worlds. Here is the richeft pearl, for 
the loweft price., It is to be had ata lower rate 
than ever you, or’ any mortal could have ex- 
pected. If you bid high, you cannot have it ;; 
the market is as: low as your heart could with. 
Chrift offers himfelf freely, to the vileft and 
blackeft finner here; and if you cannot think 
or imagine itis fo, then, I.muft tell you, that 
the market of grace is lower than you:can ima- 
gine it is, or than, your proud heart can think 
it is.. Your lofty fpirit thinks. always there 
mutt be fome terms or conditions required of 
you as the price; but come idown, for the 
market is fallenifar below.your price.: For, as 
all things: areready to your hand; foall things 
are to be had without money, and: without price, Ua. 
lv.as) Itis lower than you can-thinkt;-there- 
fore, come down with every,high thought that 
exalts itfelf-agaimf? the knowledge of Chiifte\)» — 
2::Come down; for, while you are chmbing 
toohigh, you are:in danger of faling, and break= 
img. your neck. « It was-by climbing too high at 
firft, that our firft parents fell down to the pit 
of ruin. , The prevalence of :that temptation, 
Yeifhall be as Gods; made them fall! into:fuch a 
low. ftate, that inftead.of being as Gods they be- 
came as devils:ij Againg 910 oro: on srowtlas 
3.) Confider: further, ‘That ' you ‘mufti come: 
down with a vengeance, if youecome not'down 
by choice to Chrift, when he calls you. - God 
has /worn by himfelf, that every knee fhall bow to him, 
Ifa.oxlv. 23... Rom. xiv. 11.) 1f you come not 
down to kis the Sonivoluntarily, witha kifs of 
fubjection; you muft be. brought, down -vio- 
lently and wrathfully; | therefore, come down, 
left. he bé’ angry,:and ye perifh from'the way, when 
his wrath is kindled, but a ttle, Plalm ii. 12...) 
4. Confider,:'That-God jhath;come: down al- 
ready) in many tokens, of ‘his, wrath, againft us, 
andsthe:generation, becaufe\ of our ‘delaying 
and refufing to. come downto: Ghrift;:to give 
him entertainment in our:hearts and houfes: 
unbelief, in refiifing the:kindoffers of Chrift in 
the gofpel, is the mother fin,, that is fertile and 
productive of all other fins,'in fo far as it is a 
refufing fubjection' to:Zion’s. King, and fetting 
ourfelves above him, and above his word and 
will. For this the wrath of God iscome down 
in many refpects, infomuch;that wrath is up- 
onall ranks. Signs of his anger and abfence 
are upon nobility, gentry; and: commonalty; 
figns of it upon the Judicatories of the. efta- 
blifhed Church; and figns of it upon Seceders, 
‘ett os YRS s eeibollA. § and 
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and profefled witnefles for truth. ‘The/anger 
of the Lord hath gone forth againft all ranks. 


5. Down-coming days feem to be hafening ; 


and therefore, make hafte, and come down. It 
may be thefe' inftances of divine wrath are but 
the beginning of forrows: and, indeed, if judgments 
begin at the houfe of God, where will they end? Days 
of great tribulation feem to be haftening on ; 
church trouble, national! trouble, family trou- 
ble, and perfonal trouble: and whether you 
will or not, you muft come down to the gates 
of death and the grave. The day of death is 
haftening ; therefore, make hafte, and come 
down. to. Chritt. f; 

6. If ye do not come down, ye cannot come 
Speed. Many come up to ordinances, they come 
up to communion folemnities; but they do 
not come {peed, they reap no fuccefs, becaufe 
they do not come down. -They come beft {peed 
who come down to Jefus’ feet, to wath them, 
and wipe them with the hair of their head. 

7. Confider, that to come down is the way 
to come up, even as humiliation is the way to 
exaltation: Humble yourfelves under the mighty hand 

of God, and he will exalt you. Yea, the: farther 
down you come, the "rey up will you mount. 
The deeper root ye take downward, the more 
‘fruit will ye bring forth upward, to the praife 
and glory of God. For, 

8. Confider, the great and high God loves to 
come down, and dwell with thofe who come 
down: Thus faith the high and lofty One, that in- 
habiteth eternity, whofe name is ‘holy ; Fdwell in the 
bigh and holy place; with him alfo-that is of a hum 
ble. and contrite fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the hum- 
ble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones, Va. 
Ivii. 15. _ He loves to come down and be’all to 
them, that come down to»be nothing in their 
own eyes. :He loves to come! down and dwell 
with thefe that dwell low; and:to come:down 
and fit with thefe who fit in the-duf.. His 
VOice is, Come down, and fit in the duft, Uarxlvii. r. 

And ‘afterwards’ his voice willbe, Awake and 
Jig, ye that dwellin the duft, Wa. xvi. to) He 
will go down with them;and dwell with them; 
till he bring them up, even'down to the grave 
with them from thence to bring. them up: But 
of the Spirit of him that raifed up Fefus from the dead, 
dwellin you; he.that raifed up Chrip from the dead, 
Shall alfo quicken your mortal ‘bodies by his Spiritthat 
dwelleth im you; Rom: vill. th.2%. Ge San 

»[3-] We thall now clofe with a word “of direc: 
#20. Would you: fall in with ‘this call, to make 
haft, and come down to Chrift; there are‘two 
advices Lwould give. \ 1. Study, through gface, 
to.open your eyes to fee him. 2. Toopen your 
ears to’ hear himi;' for, .if ye but fee his‘face, 

‘end hear his voice, you will quickly »come 
dowiito himy-<35 | Prtshiow sill Shoo 
\ole Study. to open your-eyes:to fee: him; and there 
is,a twofold look yousareito'take of him.1.'To 
ook down, and fee how low he was. 2:'To look 
up,and fee how high heiseris) os oe6 ow 

ve(4-) Look down; and fee how low heowas in 
his ftate of humiliation. | Chrift came down to 
you,’ and for you, that you mightcome down 


to him: he came:down to this earth;in aflum- 


ing your nature; down to\the womb ofia vir- 
gins down toa:manger; down to a forrowful 
life; down to.a fhameful death ; down to the 
gtave!—O Sirs, has God come fo far down to 
you, and will you not come down to him? .O 


‘proud finner, it well becomes you to come. 


down to his feet, down to the duft, down to 
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nothing before him. Yea, he has not given 
ever coming down to you; for, now he comes 
down by his word; and down by his Spirit, to 
deal with you to come down to him. 

(2.) Look up, and fee how igh he is, in his 
ftate of exaltation at the Father's right-hand, 
The higher he is, the lower doth he look down ; 
towards you; and the lower he looks down, 
and defigns to caft his eye upon you, the more 
will you haften down to hide yourfelf in the 
duit; efpecially if you look up, and fee how 
high and lofty his throne is, and what a glo- 
rious, rich, and opulent Lord he is. Here I 
may allude to what Jofeph faid to his brethren, 
Gen. xlv. 9. Hafle you, and go up to my father, and 
Jay unto him, Thus faith thy fon TFofeph, God hath made 
me lord of all Egypt, come down unto me, tarry not. 
O Sirs, look up, and fee how high Chrift is 
now: God hath made himfelf both Lord and Chrift: 
Lord of heaven and earth, and all thin gs; there- 
fore, down to him, and tarry not. Make hafte, 
Laccheus, and come down. 

2. Study to open your ears and hear him; hear 
him calling you,'as he did Zaccheus, Mahe hafte, 
and come down; and hear him, promifing, as he 
did*to Zaccheus, To-day I muj? abide at thy hou/e. 

(1.) Hear him calling you particularly, as he 
did Zaccheus, Make hafte, and come down, who, 
whenever he heard Chrift calling on him in 
particular, then hecame down. O then, ‘hear 
him calling you man, you woman, whether 
old or young;though he does not give you 
your particularname, Fobn, oF James, or Mary ; 
yet, if your general name, a guilty Sinner, be alfo 
your particular‘name, then you guilty finner, 
in particular, are called upon to make hatte, 
and come down-to-him, quitting hold of all 
your vain confidences, and falfe refts, and car- 
nal refuges. On thefe heights you will not 
fe€ Chrift, fo'asito entertain him in your heart 
and houfe: - Therefore, hear the call; -O hear 
him calling on you in particulat;and then‘you 
willcome down. And, again, 3 

(2!) Hear him promifing; ‘as he did to Zac- 
cheus, To-day I mu? abide at ‘thy boufz: O Sirs, 
wheneverZaccheus heard him thus'promifin g, 
he {peedily came down; !and {0 will you, if 
youwhear him promifing, and found your faith 
upon his promife. Well, Sirs, ‘the Lord is in 
hatte; fpeaking’to’you ; To-day if ye will hear his 
voce, harden ‘not your hearts.’ Why; to-day, 1 
muft’be in your houfe, in your’ hearts ; there 
isa blefled neceflityon my part and yours both. 
f-muft bein, and you muft:make open doors 
unto me. ~ Another promife’of ‘this fort’ you 
have, : Hap x. 16. Other fheép Ihave, which are 
not of this fold ;thofealfo I muft bring, and they fhall 
bear my voice. “T- mutt bring them, and they 
fhall hear my voice. O Sirs, hear then‘a’pro- 
mife‘with a promife, importing’ the neceffity 
of the accomplifhment. Do youvhear him fay- 
ingin effect; Ovpoor finful ‘creature, many a 
call you have fitten, and flighted;*‘but now I 
will not take one refufal morej'to-day I muft 
be. in}-this day, this hour, this moment I muft 
bein: I muft have your heart: Well, if Chrift’s 
‘néceflityand your neceflity meet together ; that 
he mufthave you, and you muft’ have him, 
then you will come down joyfully to him. 
Hear him then in his promife; and let ‘your 
faith be'founded upon his word of promife, 
and not upon this or that good in you; for this 
is to ftay up, inftead of coming down. It is a 
piece. of pride, as if you {corned to came to 

im 
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him in rags, like beggars; but down, down, 
man, upon your knees, before him: be con- 
tent to come to him in rags, that he may clothe 
you; in your poverty, that he may enrich you; 
and with all your plagues, that he may heal 


ou. 

: Faith mutt ftand upon God’s great and pre- 
cious promife. Some will fay, If I had faith, 
I would believe. But, what fenfe is here? This 
were to build your faith upon your faith. O 
my dear friends, confider this, for your eter- 
nal good; is it not more reafonable to fay, If 
I had good fecurity, I would believe; if I had 
God’s bond, his word, his promife, I would 
believe?) Now, God has given to the whole vi- 
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fible church many gracious promifes: To them 
belongs the covenant. The promife is to you, and to 
your children: and your right thereto is fealed 
in baptifm ; and upon thefe promifes you areto 
build your faith and hope. And if thus you 
hear him calling, and hear him promifing, 
then it is impoflible you can ftay any longer 
away from him. You will come down {peedi- 
ly, and entertain him in your heart, and houfe ; 
and walk humbly with him all your days, till 
he take you up to walk with him in white, in 
the higher houfe. yo 


May the Lord blefs his word, and to his 
~ name be praife. : | 
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The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he cometh, leaping upon the mountains, and fkipping upon the hills} 


Y friends, if we fhall have any com- 
munion with God this day, it will be 
only in Chrift, who is the way to the 

Father; for, uo man cometh to the Father but by 
him. If we have communion.with Chrift, it 
will be by two means, namely, by his vozce and 
by his wfit; that is, by his word and by his 
Spirit. 

1. If we have communion with him by his 
voice, it will readily be fuch a, kindly voice, 
fuch.a. kindly word, as to furprize your heart 
with the fweetnefs of it, and tomake you break 
filence with fuch an abrupt fpeech of foulias 
this, The voice of my Beloved! 'The voice of Ghrift 
in the gofpel is the voice of a friend, a belov- 
ed, of whom God fays, This 1s my beloved Son; 
and of whom the believer fays, Thzs 2s my:Be- 
loved, this is my Friend; I hear his voice.) «— 

2, If we have communion with him by his 
vifit, and by his coming in the.power of--his 
Spirit, his motions will readily be fo remark- 
able, that the fenfe of the great diftance-that 
hath. been; betwixt him and, you, ‘will make 
his gracious approach to be very welcomeand 
wonderful, fo’as to produce fuch language.as 
that of the church and fpoufe of Chrift: here; 
Behold, he cometh! leaping upon. the mountams, and 
feipping upon the hills} gsr vor West eh 
_.In the preceding part of. this chapter; we 
have the bride of Chrift feafting dweetly whder 
his {hadow, brought to the banquetting-houfe, 
with-his banner of love over her, and her foul 
wrapt up in-his kindeft embraces, and-in all 


circumftances of happinefs; and evidencing 


the deepeft concern to be fafely kept from.eve- 
zy thing that might create. difturbance to-her 
Beloved, or mar the {weet communion fhe had 
with him, from ver. 3. to this: But here, there 
feems to be a diftance between him and her, 
and fuch a diftance as that there are ills and 
mountains interveening betwixt them. The {weet- 


eft circumftances the Lord’s people: can: be in 
here, are not permanent, but variable; juft now 
they may think their mountain fandsftrong ; by 
and by, the Lord may hide his face, andthey are — 
troubled. Sy igs Spirsiney cy his) ae 
But now, in the words of the text, there is 
a blefled difcovery the gets of his return to hers 
and that, 1. By hearing his voice; and, /2. By 
obferving his motion: The voice of my Beloved! 
behold, he cometh! . te chiens: 
_ (1.) She hear his voice, in his word and ordi- 
nances: . Indeed, the: voice of Chrift muft be 
heard believingly, ‘before we can. have com> 
munion with him ;: Behold, Eftand:at-the door and 
knock: -of any man hear my voice, Isyill come into 
him, and fup with him, and he with me, Rev. iti. 20. 
So-here,. fhe did not fee him coming, till the 
heard, his voice. The word and:voice of Chrift 
never failed any that heard. and» trufted to it; 
it never put a lye in their right-hand. Ifthe 
bride of Chrift hear his veice; and thereupon 
look, out, fhe will fee himfelf :: hence, after fhe 
héars :his voice, fio <3 Sw Gh Siro Bae F180 
. (2s) She obferves bis motion;: for, fays fhe, Be- 
hold, he cometh! And, bleffed-are they that hearand 
believe, for they fhall fee: Said:Enot'unto thee, that 
of thou would beheve, thou fhould/t jee the glory of 
God? The word rightly underftood, will de 
ceive none that \truft to it.: It is a fe word 
of prophefy, more fure than a -woite from heaven, 
and'more free from the hazardof delufion than 
if we had an extraordinary revelation on*eve- 
ry emergent: -what:imensoriangels fay, -may 
putacurfed cheat ipon us; bur what the word 
fays,; we may venture our fouls upon it,: Rom. 
x, 8.1 Pett9... Behold, he cometht 2° + ite os 
. Here, more particularly, wevimay obferve 
thefe three things: 1. The:motion;'Hé cometh. 
2. The notice fhe takes of its: Behold, be cometh! 
3. The manner of it; Leaping upemthe- mountains, 
and flapping upom thebills. Cow Lie 
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* This Sermon was preached immediately before the celebration of the facrament of the Lord’s fp rat Ranier: July 8.1750. | 
clufion of the Solemnity. = 


To which is fubjoined,-the Discourses before and at the Service of the firft Table, and atthe Co 
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iff, The motion itfelf; He cometh. ‘There are 
feveral forts of Chrift’s comings that we read 
of in fcripture. 

1. His coming in the /e/h, in his incarnati- 
on; Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; fhout, O 
daughter of Ferufalem; Behold, thy King cometh ! 
Zech. ix. 9. Some are of opinion, that the old- 
teftament church here hath a refpect to Chrift’s 
coming in the flefh, rejoicing to fee his day 
afar off, as Abraham did. 

2. His coming in the clouds, or unto judg- 
ment, called his /econd coming; Behold, be cometh 
eoith clouds! and every eyé-/ball fee’ him, Rev. 1. 7. 
This is not the coming here’{poken of; but 
our communicating this day 1s to be in the 
faith of it: for, by the facramental fupper, we 
Bc forth bis death till he come again. 

3. His coming in the word, and in his ordi- 
nances and providences: ‘Thefe are thé outward 
means and chariots of falvation, Hab. iii:8. where- 
in he comes for the fupport and comfort of his 
people: hence he fays, Fear not, be firong ; why? 
your God cometh with ge ig L will come and pak 
you, Wa. xxxv. 4. 

4, His coming in the Spirit, hich fees here 
to be {poken of. Concerning this coming, fee 
John xiv. 18. will not leave you comfortle/; ; 1 will 
come unto; Iwill fend the Comforter +. And ‘it is 
his coming’ in'the power of the Spirit that I take 
to be efpecially here underftood. 

2dly, The notice fhe takes of it; > Behold, be com- 
eth! ~ “Here remark, what effect the word had, 
after fhe hears’his voice; it roufeés her toa Be- 
HOLD, ‘be cometh! As his word:is a fure word, 
asl faid, fo it is aroufing word; ‘yea, the word 
received and. believed, is but the forerunner of 
a more near manifeftation or approach. 

Quest. But’ does every one eed ‘gic ie his vhord 

See him-coming? 
ANsw. It is fiot the naked word of Chritt cheat 
toufés us up, or affeéts us duly; but the word 
received and believed? ‘and therefore many tever 
fee hitn, becaufe they do not hear his voice 'be2 
lievingly, nor obferve ‘it’'as the°voice of ‘their 
' Beloved.’ His near’ “approaches ‘are the fruit 
of aténder and:loving entertainment, and ‘ob- 
fervation of his word, ‘and not ‘ofa coldrife 
bare’ hearing, without underftandin i and cone 
cern.* ‘Her Bebold here; is not‘onty, © 
1. A’note of’ cértainty, denoting the seaity of 
the thing, as when it isfaid, fadé ver. 14° Be- 
bold, the Lord cometh with ten a es ie bis ee, 
it is ftiré' and certain: But; t opin, 

2oTt is a note of! ob ervation’ Béboll, ae boiibEb2 
She ‘was’ no ‘idle hearer of the’ Gove: but! thé 
voice which fhe knew led her to the ‘periitr of 


Chrift/*in the glafP6f the word fhe fees: him. 


felf soe: ‘Behold; he ere il nd, not onty 
fo butt! 222 Wh 691809 & 

ae Trisa@ note of avonder nel Seeieieasil as wher 
it is! (aid) Behold, a ‘wirgin Yoall: eoncerve! Bie.: sole 
is matter of wonder: the believing foul,’ aftér 
diftanice*and defettion, 4s “always: filled’ with, ‘ 
wonder jand amazement at his’return: Yea, _ 

‘4. Tt isa note of joy'and extiitation; Bebold, he 
cometh to eek and fide? The foubéannot but bi 
joice in“ his nich oer Suchi as ‘by. faving ‘ac+ 


quaintance with € ong ‘voice, sit oe 
approaches, are: Seon ay! ms, 2 
gladnefs at“even’ dhe dite 366 all 
whifper ‘of his voice, ; or nettsle the foe apo 
the mountains: “hence: the -bridé heré breaks 


forth abruptly, The voice of my ep iteet ~Beho D> 
- cometh ¢ From thefe parts‘of thé 'text, Ihave, 
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for fome time bygone, deduced and {poken to 
feveral obfervations, before this occafion, and 
particularly from that middle claufe, Bebold, 
he cometh! Butit remains that I confider, 

3dly, The manner of his coming ; that is, Leap- 
mg upon the mountains, and JSkippmg upon the bills. 
This is fpoken evidently, in allufion to the roe 
and young hart, {poken of in the beginning 
of the following verfe, My Beloved is like a roe or 
a young hart, which nimbly fkips over the hills 
and mountains, and fo points out Chrift’s 
chearfulnefs in coming; his fwiftnefs and ce- 
lerity, {peed and difpatch, in coming feafon- 
ably to his people's help; together with his 
power in furmounting all difficulties in his 
way; of which more afterwards. I need not 
then here ftand to enquire what is to be under- 
ftood by the mountains'and hills, nor what is the 
diftinction between mountains and hills: what 
is mainly aimed at thereby, according to inter- 
preters, is, that they fignity difficulties and impe- 
diments, greater or lefler, over which he comes 
leaping and fkipping, {6 as, be what they will, 
they fhall not be able to hinder him; fo ealy 
is it for him to remove them all. That this is 
no forced explication, appears from Ifa. xl. 3, 4. 
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderne/s, Pre» 
pare ye the way of the Lord, make firaight in ‘the de- 
Jart, a bigh way for our God. Every valley Shall be 
exalted, and every mountain and hiil {hall be made low + 
and the ereoked foall be made fraight, and the rough 
places plam. Every difficulty thall be removed, 

From this laft claufeof the text, which [now 
propofe to fpeak upon, the: ehiy doétrine 1 of- 
fer, is as follows. 


OBsERv. That however frange and wonderful it 
be,, yetiit. 1s fure. and certain, that when Chrift 
.. bath a mind, to,come.to his people, no mountains 
of difficulties jedi in the cd Spall be able 
to binder. pitts. 


“Tathe’ opening up of this abject, as favour- 
ed by divine ‘pity,’ we epee to ‘obferve the 
followin 8 order? °!* 


ae We would offer fome remarks concerning 
_.; Chritt’s coming to his: people. - 
d., -Touch at fome of thefe mountains and bills. 
+ over which:he comes. 
4 Ul: Speak a. little of the manuer-of his: com- 
-ing, imported:in his /eaping on the mountains, 
., sand feipping.ou the hills. 
Te Confider the. Srangene/s of, his comin, 
and yet the certaznty of it; together wit 
the reafans: why no mountainous i 
. -fhall be able.to,hinder him. 
NM. sohane apptictin of the whole BRIERE 


rae Soe 


the Word was aie’ taf 
at the laft day; when every aye 7 pail nb bi ‘But 
till then Wwe cannot expecta bodily fight of him; 
A for, the Aeavens muff receive him, till the time of thé 
reftitution~ of ‘all things. But we may exper 
is {piricual prefence, which is better for us 
= Suid ily prefence; for, it was expedient 
ar ne phat be fhould go away, becaufe if he had not 


gme, e Comforter would not have come,’ but ees 


+ This fourfold coming of Chrift i is more fully laid open, Vol. I. p. 705, 706, 


git 
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he is gone, he will fend him unto us, John xvii. 7+ 
See John xiv. 16, 17, 18. [wall not leave you com- 
fortle/s, L will come; how? J will pray the Father, 
and he will fend another Comforter, &c. Now, if it 
be enquired, How Chrift comes by his Spirit? Why, 

(1.) He comes by his Spirit, when he brings 
finners under humbling conviction of fin, and 
of God's. anger and abfence becaufe of fin: 


hence Chrift fays, When the Spirit cometh, he will 


convince the world of fn: and hence when Chritt 
begins to appear to his people, they not only 
fee a far way, but a ragged way of mountains 
and hills between him and them; and not on- 
ly diftance, but impediments that are infupe- 
rable for them to get over, if he himfelf comes 
not over them. c! r to - 
(2.) He comes by his Spirit, when he reproves 
them for their fin, that procured his abfence, 
or made the diftance.. ‘Though theyiare ready 
to look on this, as no evidence of his coming 
to their fouls, yet it is even a merciful dealing, 
when he does not cea/e tobe a reprover; yea, be 
the inftruments of reproof who will, they have 
reafon to fay, Let the righteous reprove me, and it 
Shall be a kindne/s, and an excelent oil, Plal.cxli. 5. 
(3.), He comes by his Spirit, when ‘she turns 
their darkne/s to ight, and when after they have 
gone mourning without the Sun, he comes and 
{catters the thick clouds, and makes darkne/s hght 
before them, and crooked things fraight. 4 
(4.) He comes by his Spirit, when he revives 
them, and. guickens. them ;who were like dead 
and dry bones,, fcattered about the grave’s 
mouth; whemhefanctifies, feals, and comforts 
them, and makes the joy of the Lord their firength, 
who before were funk in forrow, and drooping 
in difcouragement; ‘when he fends his ‘word, 
and’ heals them; and ‘rouzes ‘and awakens 
them, fo as they have ground to fay, This is my 
comfort in my affliction, thy'<word bath quickenéd me. 
Remark 2. “ That his gracious coming is 
“- fometimes more, and fometimes ./ée/s difcern- 
“able.” There is.a difference between his real 
coming to his people, and his doing fo fenfibly: 
Jacob, at Bethel, had much of the divine pre- 
fence; and yet, for a time, underft6od not fo 
much; he had'no diftinc& reflection’ on it; 
which made“ him fay, Surely God Was’ an this 
place, and I knew it not. “Chrift’ may deny his 
fenfible ‘prefence for a long’ time ; hence fuch 


complaints as that, Pfalin’xiti: 7. How dong wilt. 


thou, forget, O Lord? how long ‘wilt thou hide thy 
face? “&c.; yet He is not'wholly orreally away, 
when he 1s helping them to look -after*him, 
and lament his abfence ; afd to {eek him! from 
ordinance to ordinance, from'communion to 
communion: Toi, Lord, bi? not for faked ben that 
feek thee; nay, he 1s mghto all that. call.upon him, 
all. that call upon him in truth, -Notwithanding, 


they may be complaining; of: the want,of: his. 


fenfible, prefence, and faying-with Job, Jo for- 
ward, but be,-is not there, backward, but J cannot 
perceive bim;\yet-he is really ha ae his, or= 
dinances, his glory is to.be feen there, although 
a, cloud, cover their eyes,,that they. donot, ap- 
prehend him ;, for he fays, Jn all places where I 
record my name, I wall come unto, thee, and {roill-ble/s. 
thee, Exod. xx, 4. His fenfible approaches de- 
pend upon his.own will and..good, pleafure ; 
they are arbitrary, he is abfolute Sovereign of 
his vifits.......) 3 j 9 5 - prierel? aigl 
« Remark. 3.. “ That Chrift’s fenfible approach 
*. to his people, is fometimes very ,/udden and 


* furprifing, when they are not looking for it.” 
oc “ 
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Or ever they are-aware, he bows the heavens ~ 


and comes down; Jacob found this: he never 
dreamed of a vifion when he laid his head up- 
on a-ftone for a pillow; Surely this is none elfe but 
the houfe of God. Thus the bride is here furprif- 
ed ; mountains interveened between. him and 
her: fhe is fuddenly furprifed, both with his 
voice and his vifit; The voice of my Beloved! be- 
hold, he cometh! Where alfo itis to be remarked, 
That however great the diftance betwixt Chrift 
-and:the believer is ‘apprehended to be, yet {till 
they are in {peaking terms: Chrift. can, eafily 
and quickly reach the foul by, his voice, which 
ufhers in his vifit.,. He {peaks to them -by ‘his 
ordinances, and fometimes, by his. providences ; 
fometimes by a voice of confolation, fometimes 
by a rod of correction; andthe believer hears 
the voice, hears the rod, hears-the found 6f his 
feet. upon, the interveening,mountains. . And 
as.they hear dzs;voice, fo he hears their voice; 
his ears,are open. to their cry, and their. ears 
are open to his call, as wellas their eyes.to. his 
approach: .hence he no fooner fpeaks, than 
with furprize fhe fays, The voice of my, Beloved! 
andjnofooner appears, than fhe cries out, Be- 
hold, he cometh! &c. ' oF 


Remark 4. “ That there are different, kinds of 
“ his gracious comings and approaches. to, his 


“ people; fuchas, by communication,,mani-- 


“ feftation, and operation.” ,He comes by com- 
munications ; fuchas the communications ofight, 
{cattering the darknefs, and-making noon-day, 
fo as in his light we fee:light. clearly.,,; Com- 
munications of défe, quickening the foul; . no 
minifter, no fermon, no facrament can quicken, 
till the communication come, and then the man 
{tarts to his feet, and, duties become fweet,and 
eafy. Communications of frength, making the 
man frrong in the Lord; the foul’s weaknefg is.a 


patch to fet, off.the Mediator’s ftrength, when 


it is made perfect in our weaknefs.. ‘There are 
communications.,of yoy; hence, J will.go tothe 
altar. of God, fays David, ' to, God-my exceeding. joy 3 
my, fuperlative.and. top joy.~+He, comes. alfo 
by. manifeflatians ;. he manifefts,-his; everlafting 
love, faying,, J have, loved, thee with an-everlaping 
love 5 \therefore wuth; loying-kindne/s have I drawn 
thee... Thus he,ig:faid to. manifef? him/elf to.-his 
people, as he.does:not manifef hinjelf tothe world, 
toh, XIV, 22, 23: he mampefts-thesfecret,of shis co- 
‘venant, Plalm xxv. 114.—He comes likewife by, 
his operations, .and the. vital anfluences.of his, 
grace, fetting the graces of his.Spirit aloft :. he 
gives.the former and the latter-rain.. Perhaps 
after, the foul has been long, without, thefe in- 
fluences, then-he.paurs negter on the thirfty,.and 


. floods upon the dry.ground; then,.the operation jis; — 


powerful, fabduing fin, weakening corruption, 


Healing difeafes: then comes {weet inter¢ourfe - 


and familiarity, between:him and themismu- 
tual embracements,,.mutyal. love, mutual care 


and concern, .;./5) {| i rtobecrer te tetera pt 


1] 


giktemark 5..° That there ane different degrees of. 


his comings,and approaches, to, his-people.” 
He fometimescomes and fhews himfelf through 
ip lattefs ; and fometimes is faid to walkwith, 
them in the galleries: fometimes he makesthem 


ride in ftate, as it were, and in his chariot, paved. 


ith love: fometimes they, are. reprefented.as 
fitting atone table, like hufband and wife: how 
are they feafted there, when the Kingdits,at his 
table? O wonder, that.we,who fed upon the 


devil's hufks, thould.be;invited by the King of 


glory, to fitdown at the rable ywith him! Yea, 
| tee gat 
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it may be {poke with aftonifhment, that the 
fellowfhip he allows, is fuch, as that they are 
faid to bed as well as board with him; Behold, 
our bed, which is king Solomon's; alfo, our bed is 
green: reprefenting, the greateft communion 
with God in Chrift, by fimiles drawn from the 
marriage-fupper, and the marriage-bed; but it 
is ftrawed with the green flowers of holinefs, 
which forbids vain and vile thoughts. His 
coming, to allow the higheft degree of fellow- 
_ fhip, brings in the higheft ftrains of holinefs, 
as well as comfort. 

Remark 6. “That the Lord, in his comings, 
“exercifes /overeignty.in many. re{pects.” So- 
vereignty, with refpectto the pér/ous; fome be- 
ing admitted to the inner court, while others 
are but in the outer court all their days. Sove- 
reignty is exercifed with refpe& unto the fre- 
quency of his comings; to fome he comes and 
vifits them once a day, or once'a month they 
will get adifcovery of him, ora meeting with 
him: others may, for many years; go mourn- 
ing without the Sun, fo.as it. may be twenty 
years betwixt the {weet Bethel and the Peniel- 
vifit:, fome may go from year toyear, and from 
communion tocommunion; yet, like Abfalom, 
never fee the King’s face. He exercifes fove-_ 
reignty with refpect to the time and /éa/on of his 
coming: his firft fweet vifit he makes, is in the 
day of efpoufals; this is the day wherein the 
man is changed, and brought from darknefs 
to light, and. from: the power of Satan to God, 
from fin to holinefs, from hell:to heaven, and 
to the contrary of what he was... When he re- 
tires inward, and looks to the hell of tufts he 
was troubled with, he finds them difappearing 
for a time, atleaft lying, as it were, expiring, 


during:the fweet impreflidns of the'Lord’s pre-\ 


fence, the new nature, the joy ‘and: peace ‘in: 
believing: butafterward, through the remains 
of corruptions, beginning to-work and war a:: 
gainit him, he needs the Lord’s coming again 
and\again with new fuccour.and relief; and 
the Lord exercifes a fovereignty in the feafon 
of his new vifit.. «1 fhall mention fome of the 
{pecial times and. feafons.. “We cannot limit 
the holy One of Hrael; but there are thefe fol- 
lowing times, wherein heis pleafed to come in 
aifweet and fatisfying way to:his:people. ~ 
(1.) After the fadef and darkef night, as it was 

with. Job, after he was made to cry, O that J 


knew where I might fnd him! And-after allthe: 


thick and black clouds he was under, what'a 
bleffed vifit got he? And what a glorious dif-) 
covery, that made him fay,. I havesheard of thee 
with the bearing of the ear; but now ‘mine eye hath 
feen thee; wherefore I loath and abhor myfelf, and 
repent iw dufivand a/hes? Yea, fometiniesthe Lord 
‘comes ina fweet manner, when they are at the 
point of giving over, and ready to defpair, and? 
to think he will be-favourable:no more, then’ 
he comes {kippingon:the mountains; When I 
Jaid niy foot Jippeth, thy mercy. held meup: fee Pfal» 
xxxi. 22. Laid in-my -bafte, F am cut off from thine 
eye; neverthele/s; thou heardft the voice of my fuppli- 
cation when cried unto thee. HHemay-come when 
their frength is gone, Deut. xxxii. 36. ft 
(21) He comes when the {prings of /ablunary- 
enjoyments are quite dried up, and:they fee no- 
thing but fees Se and vanity of vanities. 
written upon 3; then he may bow the hea- 
vens and come down. . Thus, when Elijah was 
obliged to retire to the wildernefs, and hide 
himfelf from Jezebel, God vifited him there; 


Vou. I. -H 


+ The Reader will find many other remarks concerning the Lord’s coming to his people, by confulting Vol. I. p. 741, are ee 
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and provided him with meat and drink, in the 
{trength whereof he travelled forward. 

(3.) He comes, fometimes remarkably, when 
they are, or before they be engaged in great 
duty or danger, that they may be in the better 
cafe to perform duty, and bear up under danger, 
Jofhua was to lead forth the armies of Ifracl, 
againft the armies of Canaan, God comes to 
him, and fays, Fear not, I will not fail thee, nor 
Sorfake thee. Thus before Paul was expofed to 
his fhipwreck, Chrift came and comforted him 
by his angel; Fear not, Paul, for thou muft be 
brought before Céfar ; ‘and lo, Ihave given thee all 
thefe that fail with thee. . 

(4.) Sometimes he comes very fweetly, when 
they are, or have been expofed to fufering for 
his fake: when the fury of devils, and the 
wrath of men have been let loofe, then the Lord 
hath been pleafed to make good that promife, 
Mfa. xliii. 2. When thou paffef through the water, T 
will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they hall 
not overflow thee, &c. This was accomplifhed 
literally in the three children, caft into the 
fiery furnace; becaufe they would not worfhip 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image, then they had 
the {weet prefence of Chrift himfelf. This care 
the Lord many times takes of his children, 
when men caft their names into the black fur- 
nace of reproach and calumny; becaufe they 
will not bow to the idol of their ufurped au- 
thority, or arbitrary dictates and dogmatifms, 
inftead of the inftitutions of Chrift: this care he 
exprefleth, by granting his fpiritual prefence 
in that cafe; Jf ye be reproached for the name of 
Chrift, happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory, and of 
God refieth on you, 1 Pet. iv. 14. 

(s.) He cometh fometimes, when’ they are 
attending upon him in! /olemn ordinances: there’ 
they ufe to hear the voice of their Beloved, in, 


the preaching of the word, and fpecially in® 


commemorating his déath in this facrament we. 
have in view; he hath made himfelf known’ 
in the breaking of bread: fome have got fo 
much of his prefence there fometimes, as to be 
content to be carried in a death-chariot, to the 
communion-table above. But then, to add no. 
more on this head, mt 

(6.) He comes fometimes to his people at 
death; when expiring breath is fitting upon 
their lips, he hath bowed his heaven, and ftood 
by comforting them; though‘herein alfo he 
exercifeth fovereignty, hiding ‘himfelf from 
fome of his dear faints; at their laft moments: 
yet fometimes he makes them fing fweetly of 
his prefence, in the midft of the dark trance 
between time and eternity, faying, with David, 
Though Tawalk through the valley of the /hadow of 
death, yet will T fear no’ evil, for thou art ‘with me, 
Pfal. xxiii. 4. And when‘a believer finds him’ 
thus cothing, ‘well’may he fay, O death! where” 
is thy fling? O grave! where is thy victory? 1 Cor. 
xv. 55. f But I’proceed, — aes 


Il. To the /econd head of the method, viz. To’ 
{peak of fome of thefe mountains and bills over 
which he comes: and here the text gives occa- 
fion to obferve, 1. The nature and kinds of thefe 
mountains in general, that ftand up and inter- 
veen betwixt Chrift and us. 2. The multitude 


of them, they are mountains and hills, in the 


plural number.’ 3, The qualities of them, both’. 
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mountains and hills. 4.° The impaffbility of ; 


them, as inf ahi by us, and fuch as ¢ 
be overleaped r Belk 
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who is like a roe, or a young hart, leaping 
and {kipping upon them. é | 
if, As to the nature and kind of thefe moun- 
tains in general, they may be all reduced to 
one kind, and that is, they are mountains of 
diftance and /eparation betwixt God and us; and 
they are therefore all called the mountainsjof Be- 
ther, in the laft verfe of this chapter. : Now,‘the 
mountain of diffance is manifold, in yetpect of 
the various tops, and heads, aad tfitmgs of the 
vaft mount of diftance between God and us, 
both natural and moral. O how great is the 
diftance betwixt Gop and the creature; betwixt 
him who is infinite, and us who are finite no- 
things! O what a diftance is there betwixt his 
high and lofty habitation, and the duft of which 
we are, and in which we crawl! What a di- 
ftance does fin and guilt make, betwixt a holy 
juft God, and us finful wretches! What a di- 
ftance, on account of our wnworthine/s, that we 
fhould be taken notice of by him; for, what 
are we, that the bleffed and felf-fufficient God 
fhould look after us! What a diftance, on ac- 
count of juflice requiring fatisfaction, which we 
cannot give, nor ever fhall be able to do! What 
a diftance between Gop and our nature, in which 
the fatisfaction is to be made, if ever the diftance 
be made up! Such is the diftance betwixt God 
and us as duft, and vile duft, as creatures, and 
finful creatures: may it not be a wonder of 
wonders, if ever there fhall be a meeting  be- 
twixt God and duft, betwixt a holy God and 
finful creatures, betwixt a juft God and guilty 
creatures!— When the mountain of fin, and 
of a broken law, the mountain of the law-curfe, 
the mountain of incenfed juftice, and divine 
wrath, are ftanding in the way, who can come 


and overleap thefe mountains? Who. 1s /ufficient:; 


for thefe things? The voice;.of our Beloved !: behold, 
he cometh! And, in his condefcenfion, is faid to 


bow the heavens and come down, Pfal. xvili..9.: he, 


is faid to-rend the heavens and come down, that the 
mountains may flow down at his prefence, Wa, \xiv. t. 
— He overleaps the mountain of fm and guilt, 
by decoming fin for us, and paying our debt, and 
undergoing the punifhment that was due to us, 
He overleaped the mountain of a broken covenant, 
by. coming to fulfl all righteou/ne/s in Our room ; 
the mountain of icenfed juftice, by coming.to 
give condign fatisfaction: as to the curfe of 
the law, he was made a curfe. for us: as to the 


wrath of God, he bore this mountain’ on_his. 


back, and was in an agony, that we might feaft: 
on love: as.for our'unworthine/s, he paves the 
way by thefe means fore-mentioned, for mag- 
nifying his mercy and free grace, in juftifying 
the ungodly: and as to the vaft mountain of 
diftance betwixt God and our nature, he leaps 
over this, by. ftooping to take on our nature, 
and fubjecting himfelf tothe common miferies: 
of mankind. yA Soa 

“And as our Beloved leaps over MOUNTAINS. 
of diffance between God and us, fo his love fkips 
over H1LLs of /eparation between us and him. He 
overleaps and overcomes our enmity and unwil- 
lingnefs, when he makes us. willing in the day. of. 
his power. He overleaps and overcomes our na- 
tural willingne/s to depart from him, by eftablifh- 
ing with us a covenant of grace, wherein he 
promifes, to put his fear in our hearts, that, we 
Shall not depart from him, Jer. xxxii. 40.—-Such as, 
thefe, then, are the mountains of diftance and 
difficulties, that love comes fkipping over. 

_ Thefe great mountains of diftance between 


v 
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God and us, are made by fin, which caules. 
the great diftance, as it is a violation of the | 


law of the moft high God; Your imiquities have 
Separate betwixt you and your God; and your fins have 
bid his face from you, Ifa. lix. 2, Oh! what moun- 
tains of original and actual fins hath Chrift to 
come over! What mountains came he over to 
Manaffleh, Mary Magdalene, and thoufands of 
others. But, . 

2adly, As to the multitude of thefe mountains: 


indeed there would be no end of. {peaking of. 


them in particular, they are moe than can be 
numbered; for, every one may join iffue with 


David, faying, Jnnumerable evils compa/s me about :- 
and, indeed, thefe innumerable mountains 


Chrift had to. come over. Thefe mountains I 
have mentioned, produce many other moun-. 
tains and hills, which the Lord Jefus hath to 
come over, and which cannot hinder him when 
he hath a mind to come. ‘The mountains of 


jin and guilt cannot hinder his coming, when - 


hefays, J, even I am he that blotteth out thy tranf- 
greffions, for my name’s fake, Ua. xliii. 25. You are, 
it may be, ready to cry out, “ Oh! ‘a vileand a- 
“ bominable guilty creature that 1 am! I can- 
“ not think Chrift will come to the like of me:” 
but let the mountains be never fo great and ma- 
ny, they can never hinder his coming, though 
you have gone on frowardly i the way of your own 
heart, which might provoke him to tear you in 
pieces, when there is none to deliver you; inftead 
of that, how wonderful is the word, / have feen 
his ways, and will heal him; and I will lead him 
alfo, and reftore comforts unto him! Ifa. lvii.17, 18. 


But further, ‘to name fome more of the many . 


t 


mountains he-will'come over. 
1. He comes over all the mountains-of unbe- 


lef, when. his. people, under :the prevalency > 


thereof, may be crying that'they are forfaken 


and. forgotten of God, :he-comes: over :thefe, 
faying, Can a woman forget her fucking child, that» 


She fhould not ‘have compaffion on the fon.of ber womb? 
yea, they may forget, but Iwill not forget thee,» &c. 
fas. xlixe; 05% eoB BSL AIOE 7 

2, He comes overall’ the mountains of per- 
plexing fears and faintings, on account of outward 


violence, when his people are brought wnder: 


apprehenfions that the rage:of men will-fwal- 


low them up, and the reproach of men will: 


ruin them; feé how the Lord levels this moun- 
tain, Ifa. li. 7. Fear ye not the reproach of men ; nei- 
ther be ye afraid of their revilings: for the moth fhall 
eat them like a garment, and the worm /hall eat them 
like wool. Vers 12. 1, even Lam be.that comforteth 
you ; who. att-thou,. that: thou' fhouldf be afraid of 
man, that fhall die? ‘and the fon of man, which fhall 
bé.made-as grafsR. vn ok Voie Ors Saath Gal 

|, 3. He comes<over mountains of deadne/s and 


indifpofition in his: people:::when they are quite: 


unable to apply themfelves to duty, he by his 
Spirit breathes upon them and quickens them, 
according to, his;promife,: Hof. vi. 2: dfter two 


days be will revive.us ; in the third day he will raife. 


us up, and we fhall-live in bis fight, &c. . 

4. He comes over mountains of temptations : 
when the devilaflaults and\bathes his fiery darts 
in fome one poifon or another, and: when the 
foul thinks it will be overcome, and buried 
under this mountain, then the Lord fweetly 
comes and manifefts himfelf by fuchapromife 
as that, The God of peace fhall bruife Satan under your 
Jeet fhortly,; Rome xvii 20.17 0b Ges es ©: 


5.:He comes over the mountains of back/lidings: 


when they have, by the power of temptation, 
; - cand 


ve 
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will not fuffer them to ly ‘there; but will, in 
his own time, return and reftore them, accord-, 
ing to his word, Jer.<iii. 1,14. Though thou haft 
played the harlot with. many lovers ; yet return again 
to me, faith the Lord: turn, ye back/liding children, 
Sor Lam married unto you. Hof. xiv. 4.1 will heal 
your backflidings, I will love you freely, &Cy 0. 
6. He comes:to them overall the mountains 
of external tribulations and afflictions: when they 
are fore broken and heavily opprefled with ca- 
lamities, fo as heart and ‘hope begin to fink 
and fail, even then he rejoices\‘over them to do 


them, good, faying, Fear not, for 1 am with thee ;: 
fear not, worm. Jacob. Many times his people, 


have both.a heavy fenfe of fin, and a, heavy) 


load of trouble at the fame.time, and then the) 
difpenfations of providence, that are awfully 


dark. and difmal, may make them cry out, 0 


great, mountains ! For mountains in fcripture be-, 


ing .alfo emblems of enemies and oppofition : | 
when the Lord withdraws, not.only guilt and, 


unbelief heightens the diftance, but fad. dif-, 


penfations follow upon both: when. he {mites, 
and is wroth, and hides his face; when he 
-chaftens them. with the chaftifement of a,cruel one, 
Jer. xxx. 14. how. vaft then,do the mountains , 
of diftance appear, when-there is fuch.a range , 
of mountains, fin, and guilt,:and heavy dif-, 
penfations, all interveening betwixt God and 
them? But, O how foon,can he melt the moun-. 
tains, faying,. Who art thou, O great mountaim, be- 
Sore our Z erubbabel? thou fhalt become a plain, Zech. : 
iv. 7. Yea, he will turn the world upfide down: 
before he want-a way for.driving his, chariot 
of love to his people. So, that when we have, 
viewed the mountains, in theirjgreateft, height ; 
and altitude,..we.mutt, extol-his ,all-fufficiency 
above them,; and. fee dove: Jeaping; en the; 
mountains, > Hence, | oy eaisinvom: os ewoddh 
7+ He comes to his, people fometimes, over, 
all the mountains of di/couragements: when.their ; 
fouls.are. caft;down. within them, and their, 
{pirits ready, to, fink like a ftone, and ready to 
cry out, There.is no forrow like my Jorrow ;, then, 
he comes with, fuch a word,as that, [fa, liv.. 
Ily.12. O thou afflicted, toffed with tempefts, and not 
comforted, behold, I will. lay thy fones with, fair co- 
Jours, and thy foundations with Japphires, And I will; 
make thy windows of agates, and--thy gates of car-. 
buncles, and all.thy borders. of: pleafant ftones. );Thou 
Shalt, be far from. oppreffion, for thou fhalt, not fear ; 
and from terror, for ut fhall not come near thee, | 
-8.; He comes over all the black mountains 
of defertion, God’s\hiding himfelf under a, cloud: 


: as ae 
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and of indwelling fin and corruption, fallen 
again into the mire of fin and pollution, he, 
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may think little of it; yea,.the bride,of Chrift 
may, think fhe will /fleep, and have her heart 
waking ; yea, but this carriage holds him out, 
and. keeps him at the door, Song v. 2,.3. Sam- 
fon may think he will fleep in the lap of Deli- 
lah; and imagine when the Philiftines come 
upon him, to beftir himfelf as at other. times ; 
but when he awakes, he finds his /ocks cut, and 
God departed from him, Judges xvi. 19, 29.:-. The 
fluggard, may, think he will take a Hittle /leep ; 
if that be too much, he willtake.a /rtle flumber ; 
if, that be too much, he-will take a Uittle folding 
of the,,bands to fleep; but he confiders not that 
that brings, poverty upon him, as.one that. travels, 
and bis want as an armed man,, Prov. vi. 10. 

(2.) The /enfe. of the deferted foul when, a- 
wakened to apprehend the diftance, partly by. 
love, and partly by unbelief, will make the 
mount, of diftance.appear,the more. Partly, I 
fay, by /ove, and affection, and languor to be at 
Chrift; and this languor checked and choaked 
with the fenfe of guilt, that caufed the defer- 
tion, this makes.the diftance and impediment. 
feem the greater. .Why, much. affection and 
languor wall,.make every hour a day to be at 
him;)and the leaft diftance a journey of a life- 
time.,, ,Whateyer.reality of diftance and impe- 
diments; guilt makes, love: will look upon that, | 
diftance in a,magnifying, glafs, and upon the 
mountains in-a,muluplying glafs, it would fo 
willingly be at, that. which it loves. Partly alfo 
by unbelief, the fenfe of the deferted foul will 
magnify the diftance, and, multiply the. impe- 
diments: confcience of; guilt, magnified by 


very heavens ;,and df. mre ¥were not higher 
than, the heaxensy| i) WO Ii 


up, above the clouds... 
2) 8ufhey, axe dome of the 


‘may, be. exalted, Wan. Niter ehostoor bobes gry 
_.4- Some of them are fery:burning FpUAlains, 
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Chrift had the burning mountains of God’s 
wrath and of the fiery law to come over, which 
could not be done without quenching that fire 
with his precious blood, which’ is the blood of 
God. He had the burning mountain of the 
wrath of men and devils to come over, in this 
conflict ; He came from Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bozrab, Va. \xiti. 1. He hath ftill mens fie- 
ry paflions and burning lufts in his way to 1m- 
pede him in his coming; but that that may 
not hinder him, he brings water in his hand 
toquench that fire: he opens the fountain of 
living waters; and, as it were, the fountains 
of the great deep, to drown a world of burning 
lufts and corruptions in his way > and he pours 
water on the thirfty, and floods upon the dry ground ; 
fuch powerful floods, as to cover or carry down 
the mountains with them. 


bow 


laft thing on this head, vz. 7 : 

- 4thly, "The impafibility of thefe mountains, as 
infuperable by us, and fuch‘as none can over- 
leap’ but himfelf;. who is likea roe, or a young 
hart, leaping and ‘{kipping’“upon‘them. The 
bride of Chrift here admires his grace and love; 
itt comp over thefé difficulties; that were im- 

offible for her tofurmount.’ And, indeed, his 
Aifcovering thém to be fuch-to ws; is but a‘pré- 
paring of his way to-coming over them. ° “It is 
with the believer;°at a diftance from: Chrift, 
when brought to a difeerning-of that diftance, 
as it is with a-weak perfon, that hath a jour- 
ney before it, and ‘is not only weak; but clog, 

ed with impedinients, and ‘hath mountains 
and hills in the way, that it is impoflible for 
it to get over; therefore the poor creaturé is 
ready to ly down.and give over.’ Whence, in- 
deed, four things here are to be obferved. ~~ 
1. ‘That all fhould beware of laying zmpedi- 
ments in the way betwixt Chrift and them; for, 
in the time of fecurity, and {piritual fleep, men 
are ready to think ‘that but a mote, which, 
when God reckons with them, in order to re- 
covery, they will fe¢ to be a mountain; there- 
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fore, there fhould be no bourding or dallying 
with that which may provoke him to with- 
draw and abftrat his company. You that 
know any thing of fellowfhip with Chrift, en-’ 
tertain it tenderly, as you would not raife a 
mountain betwixt Chrift and you;' and, as you 
would not, with Samfon, have your eyes put 
out, and be put to grind in the prifon: little 
do many mind this, till they be brought to lofe 
Chrift’s' company in the croud, and be -put to 
feck bim forrowimg, and to many fad thoughts, 
whether they and he fhall ever meet together 
again. Soe 

2. Whence, hkewife, here is' a touch-ftone’ 
for fhewing your awakened and /enfible conditi- 


on. They that-areat-adiftance from Chrift;and | 


fee many mountains betwixt him and them, 
if they would know whether there be a token 
for good in it, let them fee; ret Se RtEE: 

(1.) If they di/cern the diftance, and the reafin’ 


of it; and that they be not, like Samfon, that. 
_ know not when the Lord ‘was departed from 


them: fee if they can fay, as Ia. lix. 12. Our 
iniguities are multiphed'before thee, and our fins teffi- 
Sy agamp us; for our tranfereffions are with us, and 
as for our miquities, we know them. “ And, | 

(2.) See whether or not diftance be bitter, e~ 
ven as impaflible mountains are afflictive‘to a’ 
traveller; and when you cannot' poffibly reco- 
ver former proofs of the Lord’s kindnefs, when: 
thy wickedne/s corrects thee, and thy’ back/lidings re) 
prove thee, then thou art finding ‘it to be an evil 
and bitter thing, that thou haft: forfaken the Lord’ 


thy God,and that his fear was not in thee, Jeremy 
 ixnmnbobilow Blaow 5: WB ie set Oi | 


3. Yet after Ally though it is jultly humblings! 
when we ‘ufually‘taife mountains between? 
Chrift and us, that are impaffible and ‘infu per 


| able by‘us; yet it4s-alfo encouraging, and contri 
- butes to the reviving of hope, that when he: 


fhews the mountains to be infuperable, He is° 
fo far on his -way to ‘come over them;‘and prepar- 
ing us for'his enn and making out that: 

Rat what? is-marveHous tn’ 
our eyes, ‘fbould not be mervellous in his eyes. His: 
difcovering and holding out*the infurmount- 
able difficulties and impediments that we can 
never get over, is biit'to make way'for the niag- 
nifying of his free ‘gtace' and’ merey “in: remiov— 
ing them, and semeding what'ts hopelefs as: 


to us, and defperate. “Thereforegsso? *—5 Sou 
4. We fhould ftill, be encouraged to sive him 


the glory of what he'can make out of 6urhope-. 


lefs conditions, and*to put them in ‘his hand, 
in expectation of a good iffues “wHen You-are 
fo difficulted with ‘a multitude of mountains 
and impediments; that you ‘Have® siven over 
hopes’ of ‘meeting: with him, upon your part; 
the mountains and hills bes fo many and fo. 
high, that you feeyou wilh ‘never witt Over 
them:;-yet leave room for what he can‘do, leave 
room to, him and <his power;/and oa ane 
promife: -give him tltis glory'thathe ‘can “get 
ever them to you; though you Garinot’ getover 
them ‘to’him: put‘ the cafe that is defperaté im 
itfelf, and as to what you cah ‘make of it; o- 
ver upon him, who caf’ foon come leaping -oh the 


mountains, and Jkipping on the bill}: This leads me, — 


“Ul. To the third general head of method;viz: 
To {peak a little of the manner of his coming, 
imported in his leaping on the mountains, and 
fkipping on the hills. Much’ 6f the beauty 
and {weetne(fs of the’text lies here; and there- 

z fore, 
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fore;:d fhall endeavour to hintrat the zmpért of 
this-manner of hisicoming.\; And, >. 


-» 1. Itfeems: to; import his; coming gradually 
andprogrefively: leaping and dkipping are gra- 


dual and progreflive motions,;:,and,:as it-were, 


from mountain.to,meuntain;\ One leap after 
another: -hence his gong. forth is fatd.to, beipre~ 
pared as the imorung.. The Lord’s!igracious, ap~ 


prdachitohis peopleis regularand:graduals|He. 


firft enlightens the underftandiag,and ftrikes, 
ound windowin that dark dungeon; then, hav- 
ing.canvinced.the-confcience,\ the will. is,.pre-. 
vailed with: tosyieldto,Chrift. Herein Chrift’s 
faving work di ers from Satan’sideceitful ope: 
rations; Clirift, works upon-thé-underftanding 
and.will;and.then-the reft of the faculties, the 
heart and. affections; follow: -but Satan’s work: 


and fave poornfinners; Ae jloved,me,;-,and.gaug. 
 bimjelf, for me, Lays:Paal He loved us, andwafhed 
usm: bis blood, fays the church. -A bloody fpoufe 
hath fhe been to him; but his great affection, 
appears, in making all impediments but {tep- 
ping-ftones, fo to {peak, to advance his way to 
Mgio Se CNES ini egy er) 

{)-3 It imports his coming, not only with love 
and, affection, but with joy,\plea/ure, and.delight. 
O. how delightfully did he come over the high- 
eft mountain, faying, Lo, J come! Idelight todo 
thy. will, O my God! What-he doth. for his Fa- 
ther, and for his Bride, hedoth with pleafure. 
He rejoices over his people to: do them good; and he 
 does.it with his whole foul. O how evidentis 
his delight with the fons of; men, that when 


‘on and delight. A life-time would be lit- 
tle enough, for fome weak. people, ‘to crawl 
over a number of fteep mountains and hills; 
but a fwift roe, or hart, can fwiftly come over 
them: even fo, Chrift will not be long of com- 

-;when he pleafes, he.can in a moment 
Vo Tie Il. 7 he " 
Ne meets with, by confulting Vol. I. p. 705,—-710. 
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make. a fudden, change in the condition of his 
people: that which, if their duty and diligence 
fhould take it in tafk, would be infuperable, he 
can effect, in a trace; even when they come to 
duty, ¢éven ina defperate cafe, under their difli- 
culties, he can meet:with them in an. inftant, 
and make them like the chariot of Aminadab; 
he can,.from.the height of heaven, his holy 
habitation, come.down to the lowett pit of dit- 
cousaigement in hafte; Behold, be cometh quickly. 
He lofes no time, when he comes, however his 
poor people, under, darkne{s, may be crying, 
How long, O.Lord? bow. long? Yet-he ison his way, 
and will-come inthe fit feafon;‘and in the time 
of needs: | gga | 
.¢ $s Wihien 


The higher the mountains.are that he comes 
over, the'more doth the glory of his grace ap- 
pear: we make the diftance,-and he makes it 
up; weraife the mountains, and he comes over 
them. Othe majefly of his grace and mercy! 
6, Hig'leaping! on the mountains, and fkipping on 
the hills, inaports, the ea/ine/s of his approach; 
that what ever impediments we lay in the way 
betwixt him-and.us,,andjhowever infuperable 
they be to us, yet-it-is eafy for Chrift to come 
over them: he comes.with aconquering power; 
mountains and, hills cannot,,hinder him;, his 
motion is-irrefiftable and unobftructable:; with 
gréat»ieafe, +he:removes all..difficulties, that 
are lying. in the way. --Imbis quick and nimble 
motion; he'leaves ‘all. the, mountains and hills 
behind him, turning his back-upon the moun- 
tains.and his face: upon-the poor finner, that 
his;fins. ‘may: no, more fland like, mountains 
betwixt them Dhow haf caf? all my fins behind thy 
bach» Mas xxxvili..t7 Yea,,itistnot only a leap- 
ing over the.mountains and hills, that-is here 
{poke,of, fo as,to leave them untouched.with 
hisfeet, and, untred, upon ;..but his leaping 
upon the, mountains,fecms to,import, his trad- 
ing, on them,. and trading them down in his 
way; and how. far down may, we fuppofe he 
treads them; when,.by another metaphor, he 
is faid, to caf all our fins into the depths of the fea? 
Mic. vii. 19 Yea, it is-fuch a leaping on. the 
mountains,/and fkipping on the hills, as feems 
to import, his leaping over the valleys, and 
making nothing of them: he, treads down the 
mountains of finiand guilt m, his way; butas 
to the deep valleys of grief, fhame, forrow, dif- 
couragement, and fears, that\his people had on 
the account of fin, thefe he.kindly overlooks, 
or rather fills up thefe deep valleys, when he 
treads down the mountains, as it is faid, Luke 
ili. 5,6. Every valley fhall be filled, and every moun- 
tain and hill fball be brought down; the crooked {hall 
be made firaight, and the rough) ways Shall be made 
Jmooth, and all flefh fhall fee. the Salvation of God, 
So much thall fuffice.concerning the man- 
ner of his coming on the mountains ; he com- 
eth in majefty over principalities and powers. ¢ 


¥ Ww. The fourth head propofed was, To {peak 
a littleof the frangene/s of his coming thus, and 
7 yet 


The Reader will find a great many other topics concerning the manner of Chrift’s coming to his people, and the reception his ap- 
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yet the certainty of it, together with the rea/ons 
why no mountain or hill fhall be able to hinder 
him. And, 

iff, As to the frangene/s and wounderfulnefs of 
it. It may juftly be reckoned ftrange and won- 
derful, as in all the refpects already mention- 
ed; fo, : | 

1. If we confider the per/on thus coming; who 
is he, but the king of glory, the heir of all things, 
the eternal Son of God, the holy one of Ifrael, the in- 
jintely holy God, fo as the heavens are not pure m 
his fight, and he' charges the angels with folly, is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity? How ftupenduous 
is his condefcenfion, that he fhould come to us 
leaping, and {kipping on all the hills and moun- 
tains of fin and provocation! Is not this won- 
derful! P Ha AION 
“9; If we confider the perfons to whom he comes 
this’ way; even to thefe that have bufied them- 
felves in raifing mountains, and heaping up 
hills between him and them: even the bride of 
Chrift was but a bafe harlot; Thou haf played 
the harlot with many lovers. O! will he come 
again leaping over mountans.and hillsto her? 
It is vaftly wounderful! 

3. If we confider how high and how many 
the mountains are which he comes {kipping 
over. Did juftice break out againft the old 
world, in a deluge of water; again{ft Sodom 
in flames of fire; againft Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram, by making the earth open,and {wallow 
them up alive? And, inftead of treating you 
in that manner, fhall love and mercy come 
leaping and fkipping toward you, over all 
thefé. mountains of fin, that ruin the reft of 
the world? O furprifingly wonderful! 

4: If we confider how kindly he comes to his 
unkindly and uncomely bride, lifting up his feet 
over all the ragged rocks in his way. O the 
Keart-hardnefs, heart-deadnefs, heart-enmi- 
ty, heart-rebellion, heart-averfion from, and 
oppofition to the way of God! the formali- 
ty, felfifhnefs, hypocrify, deceit, and defperate 
wickednefs of our hearts! If we fee that rug- 
ged path he hath to come, we cannot but ad- 
mire and wonder at his coming, and coming 
in fuch infinite kindnefs, as may afhame and 
confound us for our unkindnefs. He that 
came over the mountain of divine vengeance, 
due to us, and trode the vine-prefs of infinite 
wrath alone, he comes fkipping over all thefe 
lefler mountains: they are no bigger than 
motes beneath: the feet of love coming over 
them. Again, 

5. It is wonderful, if you confider how oft- 
en and how /requently he comes leaping over 
all thefe mountains. That he fhould come a- 
gain and again, as he fays to his difciples, when 
he left them; Now you have forrow, but I will fee 


you again, and your hearts fall rejoice; and efpeci- 


ally, when we havefinned him away, that ever 
he fhould come again, is a wonder. But as 
coming is his trade, fo he is'a daily comer to 
his bride; coming by his word, by his Spirit, 
by his providence, by his daily fupports. And 
he never comes, but he hath new mountains 
and hills laid in his way, if hecould be hinder- 
ed by them. And hence, . 

6. It is wonderful and ftrange, if you con- 
fider the bad reception he meets with, when he 
comes, even leaping and fkipping on the moun- 
tains. No wonder that the bride fay with a- 
ftonifhment, Behold he cometh’ leaping, notwith- 
ftanding all the ill treatment he met with! 


MOUNTAINS OVERLEAPED; OR, 


Serm. CXVII. 


Doeshe not often come toa fleepy,drouzy bride?. 
The fpoufe was afleep in the‘ bed of fecurity, 
Song v. 2, 3. And ishe not oft put to: the,pains 
of much knocking, before he get entrance to 
our hearts? J have put off my coat, faid the; how 
Shall I put it on? Ihave wafhed my feet, how fhall 
I defile: them ? He knocks'at every one’s door by 
the gofpel-call: and the wife:virgins, as well 
as the foolifh, may be afleep, but with this 
twofold difference. cals (uO 
(1.) Chrift and believers are always ini/peak- 
ing terms; Tfleep, but my heart waketh: the hears, 
as it were, through her fleep, even the voice 
of her Beloveds 9) © 19% Ie RE 
-(2.) In the believer’s heart there is-always a 
hole of communication; My Beloved put in his hand by 
the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for 
him, Song v. 4. However, his coming is always 
wonderful, whether he come to ftrangers,: to 
make a hole in their hearts, forcommunicating 
himfelf to them; or to his friends, to put in his’ 
hand by the hole that was already made in 
their hearts for him. His coming to ftrangers 
and aliens, muft be leaping over the high 
mountain’ of an unregenerate ftate, and an 
unrenewed heart and nature, to level that 
mountain in his. way: and his coming to his 
unkind friends, muft be in a way of leaping 
over fuch fins againft love, as. are yet higher 
mountains, and more highly-agegravated fins, 
than the unrenewed and unregenerate are cap= | 
able of. O then, in this refpect his coming 
thus is wonderful, and far different from the ° 
way of creatures one with‘another! How un- 
willing are they to forgive injuries, and come 
over any affronts done then by men,.-like 
themfelves, and efpecially°if they be above 
them in their worldly ftation® Ifany fuch fhall 
freely forgive you an injury, you have done 
him, you reckon it an act of marvellous gere- 
rofity, and condefcenfion in fuch a perfons 
how ‘much more, when the’ great Jenovan, 
who inhabits eternity, is pleafed to come over 
the mountains of all your provocations, and 
to forgive and forget all the affronts and in- 
dignities you have done to him! Yet, 
2dly, 1 come to fhew the certainty of his com- 
ing thus; and why no mountain or hill fhall 
be able to hinder him. Now; that however 
flrange and wonderful it be; yet it is fure and 
certain, that when he hath‘a'mind to come to 
his people, no mountain or hill fhall‘be able'to 
hinder, but he wilbcome leaping and {kipping 
over them: why;:this is fure, = 
1. Becaufe of his promife, who is the true and 
faithful witnefs, that cannot-lye; he hath faid, 
He that [hall come, will come, and will not tarry,Heb. 
x. 37. He hath faid, Now ye have forrow; but I 
will fee you again, and-your hearts fhall rejoice; and 
your joy no man {hall take from you, John. xvi. 22: 
And that he will'come over all mountainous 
impediments, that iterveen between him and 
them, appears from his promife, particularly 
to his deferted and diftreffed' church; Jn a hitle 
wrath I hid myfelf from thee, for amoment ; but with 
everlafing kindne/s will I have mercy on thee, faith 
the Lord, thy Redeemer. O thou affiéted, toffed with 
tempefis, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy 
jfrones with fair colours, &c. Vas liv. 8, 11,14. 
2. It is fure, becaufe of the’ perpetuity of his 
love and mercy, which farmounts all the 
mountains in his way: The mountains fhall depart, 
and the hills be-removed; but my kindnefs [hall not de~ 
part from thee, neither {hall the covenant of my- ger 
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be removed, faith the Lord, that bath mercy on thee, 
Ifa. liv. 10. He is God, and changeth not, therefore 
the fons of Facob are not confumed, Mal. iii. 6. He 
remenibers them in their low eftate, becaufe bis mercy 
_ endureth for ever, Pfal. exxxvi. 23. See alfoPfal. 
baicix.36, 397 FO. GC Tak 
gs Itis fure, becaufe itis his ordinary and u/wal 
way of coming to his people, in anfwerto their 
prayers, that he would retid the heavens and'come 
down, and that the mountains may flow-down at his 
profence, Ya. liv. tf, See how it was anfwered, 
ver. 3, When thou-didft terrible things, that we looked 
‘not for, thou came? down, themountams flowed down 
at thy prefence. It is his way to bring them to 
difficulties, and then to. bring them out: Thou 
broughtef us into the net; thow haft laid: affliction 
on our loins; thow haft caufed' men to ride over our 
heads} we went through fire, and through water, but 
thou broughteft. us out mto a wealthy place, Pfal. 
Wevis 11, 12. Lens, 

4. It is fure, from the encouragements he gives 
us, for checking all our unbelieving fears, left 
the mountains never be overleaped; Why are 
ye fearful, Oye of little faith? Fear not, only believe. 
And again, Fear not, for I am with thee, Ifa. xli.. 
10, 11. Behold, all they that are incenfed againft thee, 
Soall be afbamed and. confounded. And again, ver. 
13, 14; 15 Fear not, I will help thee. Fear not, 
worm Jacob, and ye men of Ifraél: I will help thee, 
futh the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the boly One of 
Hrael: Behold, Iwill make thee a new /harp thre/h- 
mg~infirument having teeth: thou fbalt thre/h the 
mountains, and beat them fall, and make-the hills as’ 
chaffe if 

| ee fure, from the frong defire that he hath 
created in his people after his prefence, that he 
will) come over all impediments. Where he 
creates:a defire, he will give fatisfaction to ‘it; 
for, He fatisfies the longing foul, and fills the hungry 
with good things. ‘Their cry is; O ‘how long, how 
long wilt thew bide thy face? As the' bart panteth af~ 
ter theiwater-brooks, fo panteth my foul after God, the’ 
living God; Pfal.-xli.-1, 2. Fhe hart is of a dry 
conftitution, and hath a greatthirft, efpecially 
after it hath been hunted uponithe hills; fuch 
is the fpiritual conftitution: of God’s children, 
efpecially-after being hotly purfued by the fury 
of men and devils. O° how dothey pant fora 
drink! and he that gives them a drought, will 
give them a drink, and not let them: ftarve ; 
When the poor and needy feek water, and there is none, 
and their tongue fails'for thirft, EF the Lord will hear’ 
them; I the God of Irael will not forfake them, Va. 
wl? t7. E 

6. it is fure, from the experience the Lord’s 
people have of his coming, that when he comes, 
it' is always: leaping. on the mountains, and 
fkipping on the hills-of fin and guilt in his 
way, and over the mountains of difficulties ; 


all his remarkable approaches, are ordinarily’ 


. experienced’ to‘ be, when they are brought 
low, and; as it were} buried, buried below the 
mountains of diftance and diftrefs;. then he 
Jenows their fouls in adverfities ; 2 was brought 


low, and he helped me: and thefe experiences work - 


hope of his coming again, and encourage their 
faith of his delivering them out of the depths; 
hence fays the pfalmift, Thou which haft /hewed 
me great and fore troubles, wilt quicken me again, and’ 
fhalt bring me up from the depths of the earth : thou 
Joalt increase my greatne/s, and comfort me on every 


fide,. Pal, Ixxi. 20,21. Though L walk. in, the. mdf. 


of trouble, thou wilt revive me,—- and thy-right-hand, 
Sball fawe-me, Plal. cxxxvilk 7. 
ps 
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7. It is fureand certain, from the office of the 
promifed Spirit. It is the office of the Holy 
Ghoft, to difcover the mountains of fin, and 
guilt, and unbelief, that ftand betwixt Chrift 
and us; When he is come, faysChrift, he /hall con- 
wince the world of fin, becaufe they believe not in me, 
John xvi. 8, 9. Itis his office, alfo, to difcover 
Chrift to be the roe and the young hart, leap- 
ing on the mountains, and fkipping on the 
hills ; for, it is his- work to tefify of Chriff, and 
glorify nm. Yea, itis the work of the Spirit of 
God,to remove the mountains and plain them; 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, faith the 
Lord of hofts:; who art thou, O great mountain? be- 
fore Zerubbabel, thou fhalt become a plain, Zech. iv. 6. 

8. It is fure, ‘that when he hath a mind to 
come, no interveening mountain or hill fhall 
beable to hinder him, becaufe he is the power 
of God’; and to him, as Mediator, all power im 
heaven and earth 1s given. “He is able to fave to the 
uttermoft, and to level the higheft mountain. 
Whenever he comes leaping and {kipping on 
the mountains and hills, he makes them to 
leap and [kip lke rams and lambs, Pfal.cxiv. 4. Yea, 
thetouch of his feetupon the mountains, makes 
them evanifh like {moke, as it is faid, Pfalm 
civ..32. He toucheth the hills, and they /moke. 
So much forthe doGrinal part: I go on now, 


V. ‘To the fifth head propofed, namely, The 
application. Is it fo, That however firange and won- 
derful it be, yet it 1s fure and certain, that when Chrift 
hath a-mind tocome gracioufly to his people, no moun- 


' tain of difficulty im the way, will be able to hinder 


him? Then, hence-fee, 
1. Phat gofpel-grace is furmounting grace: and 


herein‘ we may learn the difference betwixt the 


law and the go/pel. "Fhe law, as a broken cove- 
nant of works, fhews nothing but mountains 
of fin; ‘and guilt, and’ wrath betwixt God and! 
us; for, by the law 13 the knowledge of fin: but the 
gofpel' fhews Chrift to be the nimble roe, and the 
young bart, fkipping on' the mountains, and leaping on 
the bills; —The law fhews the mountains and’ 
hills to'be impa/ffible, and'infuperable by us, or: by: 
men; or angels: the’gofpel fhews how eafily’ 
they are /urmountable by grace, and the great 
leaps that grace makes: O the flrange leaps 
that Ghrift hath’ made; and does make! fuch 
as, his leaping from heaven to‘earth, in his 
incarnation and humiliation! from earth to 
heaven, in his afcenfion-and exaltation! from 
thence down again, in the communications of 
his promifed Spirit! and’ juft from mountain 
to mountain, in the operations of his grace, 
coming over all impediments in his way.—In: 
a@ word, the law fhews the mountains to be e- 
fore us; and in‘our way betwixt God and us: 
but the gofpel fhews the mountains and hills 
all left behind Chrift’s'back ; or, if they feem to- 


-remain interveening’ betwixt him’ and:us, the’ 


gofpel fhews Chrift coming leaping and fkip- 
ping uponthem, and making nothing of them. 

~ 2. Hence we may fee, what is Chrift’s du/- 
nefs, even when he is not prefent with his peo- 
ple; yet he is coming again to them. When 
he removes from his people, it is in that po- 
fture, wherein he went from his difciples, with’ 
his face towards them ; Jo away, but Iwill come 
again, John xiv. 3. His name is the Comer; 
and} bleffed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, 
Pfal. exviii..26.. When he goes, he is on his 
way, to return;.and.all that he-doth, inhisreal- 
or feeming abfence, is in-order to-his-coming. 


And, 


uy 
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And, indeed, we ought to conftruct well of 
Chrift in his abfence; for, though he be not 
prefent, he is coming: and though he be not 
always feen upon the top of the mountains, 
yet when he is out of fight, he is but down to 
the valley; and when hecomes in fightagain, 
he is pleafed to tell where he was, Song vi.;11. 
I weut down to the garden of nuts, to fee the fruits of 
the valley, and to fee whether the vine flouri/hed, and 
the pomegranates budded; q. d. 1 was on my. way, 
but only down in the valley; nor was I idle 
there, but obferving what fruits were produc- 
ed in my abfence; and it was to try your be- 
haviour, and make preparation for another 
vifit. O but this fhould learn.us, to beware of 
mifapprehenfions of him, and jealoufy of his 
kindnefs when he is away, and out of fight} 
and to remember, that though the difficulties 
in the way be infuperable to us, he can foon 
get over them. Amidft darknefs and diftrefs, 
we {hould learn the prophet’s language, Micah 
vii. 8. Rejoice not againft me, O mine enemy ; when I 
I fall, I fhall arife; when I fit in darknefs, the Lord 
Shall be a light unto me. 

3. Hence fee, that the love of Chrif, which 
we are to commemorate this. day, is a /rong 
love, that levels mountains, be they never fo. 
ftrong and high; that is active love, that comes 
leaping over all the fiery mountains of God’s 
wrath, due for our fin, and over all the fearful 
mountains of fin and guilt, that we have rear- 
ed up betwixt him and us. O the freedom of 
the grace of God in Chrift, that cannot be ftop- 
ped in its courfe by any lets or hinderances ! 
If we be allowed any {weet communion with. 
him on this occafion, whatever enjoyment or 
allowances we attain to, it muft be wholly.at- 
tributed to his condefcenfion and his activity, 
and not to our diligence and activity; Not unto 
us, not unto us; but unto his name be the glory, Pial. 
cxv. i. If you get a fight of the King’s face, 
and if God be nota terror to you, but your hope 
in the day of evil, and your help, and comfort, 
and fupport, in fuch a day of abfence and an- 
ger, it comes not from thy activity, but from 
the activity of Chrift, in coming to beftow his 
purchafed bleffings, and overleaping all the 
mountains and hills in his way. ‘To be cry- 
ing down ourfelves, and crying up his active 
grace and pains in all enjoyments, is the way 
to have them blefled, and increafed, and con- 
tinued. 

4. Hence fee, with what wonder and admiration 
we fhould entertain the adfivity of the love of 
Chrift. His coming is wonderful, and much 
more coming in fucha manner. His prefence 
was a, wonder to the wifeft man; Will God in 
very deed dwell with man on earth! Will the infi- 
nitely wife God come down to a company of 
fools? a holy God to a carnal. wretch? the Cre- 
ator to a bit of clay? But will he come in fuch. 
a manner, with fuch celerity, difpatch, and 
delight, leaping and {kipping over all the 
mountains in his way? O how fhould we en- 
tertain his coming and overcoming kindnefs. 
with wonder and admiration, as the bride here 
doth, Behold, be cometh, leaping on the mountains, 
and fkipping on the bills! What a great iniquity’ 
were it, to entertain this kindnefs in a coldrife 
and carelefs'way? David, when he got a proof, 
of divine love, fat down, and wondered, fay- 
| The edge of this 


~ With finfully withdrawing themfelves from their Brethren, 
the higheft cenfures of the Church againft them, 
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ing, Who am I, and.what is my Father's houfe,. that 
thou haf. brought me hitherto? V7 al 

5. Hence fee, how contrary-the way of Chrift 
is to.the way of. men in this world. Men will 
not come over motes and ‘atoms; but Chritt 
comes over mountains. Men will not come 
over the leaft affront or injury, real or fuppofed, 
that is done to them;. but Chrift comes over 
mountains of injuries and aftronts done to him. 
Mens work is to caft.up mountains in the way 


’ betwixt God and men, and alfo between man. 


and man, to hinder their fellowfhip with one 
another ; . but it.is.Chrift’s. work to caft down 
fuch mountains, orto come leaping over.them. 
Some are, and have'|heen, for fome time by- 
gone, ftrangely occupied in raifing up moun- 
tains of ungodly.and ungrounded cen{fures,.and 
pretended excommunications;. mountains. of 
open and fhamelefs prohibitions, difcharging 
people to hear and join with thefe, from whom 
they have fo, finfully -disjoined - themfelves ; 
mountains of public flratagems; profanely 
pretended to be inthe great name of God, whofe 
authority is thus abufed and trampled upon, 
and fome poor blindfolded people frighted with 
thefe terrible temptations of Satan, transform- 
ing himfelf to an angel of light, and a zealot 
for reformation; fome frighted, I fay, by thefe 
means, from their wonted food, and former 
fellowfhip with. minifters and. people, with 
whom they took fweet counfel together, and walked 
to the houfe of God im company: mountains, I fay, 
of unlawful means are ufed, to hinder the for- 
mer communion of faints, and communion. 
with God. in ordinances..’; The wrath of God, 
for the fin of profefled witnefles, juftly procures. 
fuch,awful tokens of his difpleafure: but on 
man’s part, thefe things are the fiery moun-. 
tains of mens wrath, which works not the righ- 
teoufne/s of God: buat, if our Lord hath amindto 
come, none of thefe mountains fhall be able to 
hinder him, or to impede our fellowfhip and 
communion with him, and with one another 
in the Lord. . He can foon, make the wrath of 
man to praife him;..and,, in; {pite, of earth and 
hell, grant a glorious communion-day, giving 
ground to fay with the bride here, Behold, he 
cometh, leaping upon the mountains, and feipping upon 
the hills. t ; 5 of as 
6. Hence fee, in the glafs of this text and 
doctrine, what a beautiful perfon our Lord Jefus 
Chrift is, from head ‘to foot. The. glory of 
Chrift, who is white and ruddy, the chief among 
ten thoufands, is de{cribed, as it were, from head 
to foot, Song v. 11,—16. But my prefent fub- 
ject leads me efpecially, to notice the beauty 
of his feet, when leaping.and fkipping upon 
the mountains: and here may we-not fay with 
the prophet, Ifa, lit. 7. How beautiful upon. the 
mountains are the fect of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publifheth peace; that bringeth good tidings ‘of 
good, that publifheth falvation, that faith unto Zion, 
Thy Godreigneth! WHence may be drawna mark 
of a believer and beholder of Chrift, namely, 
he is brought to a nonplus in his heart, to tell 
how beautiful his feet are upon the mount of 
ordinances: when his people fee his ftately 
fteppings in the fanctuary, they find it impof- 
fible for them to tell how beautiful his feet are 
upon the mountains of Bether, and on the 
hills of fin, and guilt, and feparation, when he 


paragraph is levelled dire€tly againft the unaccountable condu& of the {eparating Brethren ; who, not fatisfied 
for having different fentiments about the burgefs"eath, ‘but pretended to pafs 
and otherwife calumniate and reproach them. See above, Ps 290, 322,— 326. 
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comes leaping on the mountains, and fkipping 


_ onthe hills; for then he comes with the good 
_ newsof peace and reconciliation with God, the 
good tidings of falvation from fin and wrath. 


O! his feet are fo beautiful, that the fight of 
them makes the poor creature, that was lying 
half dead, flart to his feet, that he may go out 


and meet him. Thefe tidings of peace and 


falvation that he brings, makes him fay, The 
voice of my Beloved! And the noife of his feet up- 
on the mountains, makes him fay, Behold, be 
cometh! And here may we not allude at leaft to 
Pfal. xcvi. 11, 12, 13. Let the heavens rejoice, let 
the earth be glad, &c. before the Lord; for he cometh, 
Jor he cometh? Chrift’s coming is fo {weet a 
morfel to the pfalmitt, that he cannot let it out 
of his mouth; He, comes, be comes! Beautiful 
are his feet upon the mountains. | 
7. Hence fee the good reafon why the /acra- 
mental-feaft fhould be Kept, and a. communion- 
table thronged, by all that love to hear the joy- 
ful found of Chrift’s feet upon the mountains. 
See how the Spirit of God joins this duty with 
3 this argument, Nahum i. 15. Bebold, upan the 
mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publifheth peace! O Fudab, keep thy folemn feafts. 
Behold then upon the mountains, may I fay, 
the feet of him that cometh leaping and {kip- 
ping upon them! and therefore, O thou be- 
holder, keep thy /olemn feaf, and do this in remem- 
berance of me. Every leap that his feet make 


upon the mountains, may make your heart. 


leap within you for joy; and your feet go 
leaping and {kipping to the feaft of love, joy- 
fully to commemorate the wonderful, fair, and 
faft travail of his feet, which was the travail 
of his foul over all the high mountains that 
were between him and you. There is a door 
of communion opened to all believers and be- 
holders of Chrift by faith ; anda door that the 
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thou believe in his Son Chri; and this is the coun- 
fel of Chrift, that thou, even thou, come to him 
for eye-falve that thou mayft fee, Rev. iii, 17, 18. 
Come to him, believing that he can overcome 
and overleap that dark mountain, and give thee 
light and fight to fee the mountains that ftand 
between him and thee, and to fee how he can 
comeleaping over them. Art thou ina ftate of 
enmity againft God, in an unregenerate ftate, 
wherein thou art in danger every moment of 
hell and everlafting wrath? O! who can leap 
over that mountain, and {fave thee out of that 


ftate? Who but God’s Beloved and outr’s ; the 


heavenly roe, the young hind? Doth the word 


fay, Bebold, be cometh? O look to him in the 


word; and let your heart fay, Even /o come: and 
invite him to come leaping on that mountain. 


The doctrine you have heard, leaves no room ~ 
for unbelief and defpair, but cafts open wide — 


to the walls the door of faith and hope; and 


for, are foul-humbling, felf-emptying, and 


God-exalting acts; that is, a putting work in 


Chrift’s hand which Omnipotency only can. 
effect, viz. to level mountains that are infupe- 
rable by men and angels, toint ) come 
and to welcome } 


Peome? ecw. 


Tb ahs: 7. ore ey 
SL ‘ : f 3 
oe 
408 MOUNTAINS 


and hope? Be the diftance never fo great be- 
twixt Chrift and you, and the mountains of 
Bether, and hills of feparation never fo great, 
and high, and many, is there not.a.door of 
faith and hope opened wide to you? For, Be- 
hold, he cometh, leaping on the mountains, and hhipping 
on the bills. 
Some, it is like, are allowed his fenfible pre- 
fence; and may be in cafe to fay, Behold, he is 
come! he is come to my heart, he is come in to 


‘my arms. Let fuch be humble and thankful; 


and we with them much joy in their Beloved, 


fo as the joy of the Lord may be their firength, and 


foas they may hold him, and not let him go. But 
his vifits of this fort are ufually feldom and 
fhort; he no fooner comes than he is away: J 
opened to my Beloved; but my Beloved had withdrawn 
himfelf, and was gone. 

But moft part of believers at this day, ‘and, 
perhaps, moft of them in this houfe, are com- 
plaining of fenfible abfence, and of great moun- 
tains of diftance between him and them: let 
fuch, from this doctrine fee, that though they 
cannot fay, Behold, he is come to feed their 
fenfe; yet their faith and hope, may have good 
feeding upon this, Behold, he cometh, leaping on 
the mountains, and fkipping on the bills. Let it fa- 
tisfy you for the prefent, that when he hatha 
mind to come, mountains .and hills. fhall not 


A Part of the DISCOURSE 


. 7E are now to celebrate the memorials of 
V Chrift’s marvellous love, in coming o- 
ver the great mountains of the fiery law, and 
flaming juftice of God, by his doing and dyin g 
his obedience and latisfaGtion in our room. 


* Chrift hath come a far way, over many moun- 


tains, to pay you a vifit, and give you a featt, 


_if you be now friends with him, and have wel- 


comed him in to your heart. But enemies are 
to be excluded, who were never charmed with 
his voice, as the voice of their Beloved; and 
who never faw their fins, like mountains, be- 
tween him and them, nor his feet beautiful 


upon them, asa teens to fave them from their 


fin, and remove thefe mountains; and who re- 


main contentedly at a diftance from him: fuch, 


therefore, we muft, in the name of the Lord, 
debar doctrinally ;. and we. tell you, that the 
word of God debars all the3 impenitent breakers 


of God’s law; fuch. icon ore. See that black Ca- 
| talogue, Rom. 1. 29)— 32. oe Cor. Vi. 9» 10., Gal. 


V. 19, 20,21, * 


“But on the other hand, I invite to this table. E 
of Bie re rd, all the. friends of Chrift, -that are 
t eoge 


d acquaint with his vi 
have “oytaly aeleone’ him, wi 
mountains, and 1 fhippin 
a glad heart h 
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be able to hinder him; nay, his active motion 
upon the mountains, fhould excite you to the 
active exercife of faith: let his activity encou- 
rage your motion'to be'fetting out to meet 
him, It is true; the mountains and hills are 
infuperable to you; but when, through grace, 
you fur up yourfelf, and crawl to be at him, 
who knows how foon he will make your fect 
like hinds feet, and make you walk upon your bigh 


places? Hab. iii. 19. Behold, the Bridegroom com- 


eth, go ye out to meet him in his ordinances, and 
to meet himiat his table. Behold, he cometh 
towards you, leaping on the mountains, goye 
out leaping to meet him. Who knows. but 
activity fet about, not only from a fenfe of | 
duty, at his: call and command, faying, Rie 
my love, my fair one, and come asvay; but fet about 
from a fight of his condefcenfion, and a view 
of.-his haftihg towards. you, on the top « of all 
the high mountains, may’q kly « elev va you | 
above yourfelf; and your ordinary fre ti , and 
fet your heart'a leaping to meet him; for, An 
can foon make the lame man leap as an hart; or, if 
you want feet, he can give you wings, and 
make you mount up on wings as eagles, and. 
meet him on the top of the mountains ; : fOr? 
Behold, he cometh, se tied on: the gre Ie and ee 
ping on the hills : 2 
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Comeand put your heart in his hand; aicaan 
it be a hard ftony heart, he can take away! the 
heart of ftone, and give you an-heart of fle/b. Come 
with all your doubts and difficultiesto him; he 
is our true Daniel, se can anfwer all dow a ; 


niel is here. What peli are rege unc - 


fees away. 


_one fort Ein eine fos ae rere. to faite 


‘mountains of perplexities in the minds of the 
Lord’s people, that, perhaps, shave hindered you, 
before this, from coming to him in thefe ordi- 
nances, wherein you have formerly been. feaft. | 
ed; andthe defign of his temptations is to« 
the hearts of God’ Si eee id 


unto me: even fo. 
devil to get his ‘wi 
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he is faying, To this man will I look, even to him 
that ts poor, Ifa. lxvi. 2. Whatever be:your cafe, 
and whatever be your objection, let juft necef- 
fity put you on it, to come to him; For, to whom 
will you goes. | wi | . 

O poor drooping ‘believer, if you cannot fee 
him for the mountains of fim and guilt, that 
you fee yet ftanding betwixt him and you, are 
you faying, Isdare not’ draw near to him at 
his table; for,[ feldom went to. a communion- 
table, butt fear I betrayed him, and TI fear I 
do fo again; my diftance from him hath been 
great, and of a long: continuance ;’ he will ne- 
ver beftow a look on the like of me?’ But, O 

oor foul, though with Jonah, you. were in 
the belly of hell, yet look again to bis holy temple ; 
look to:him who fays, Look unto me all the ends of 
the earth, and be ye faved; for I am God, ‘and there 
is none elfe. ‘When the ark and Jerufalem were 
far from Daniel, he opened his window, and 
looked towards them: fo:do you; open your 
heart, and fend fighs and groans to him. In 
the third of the Lamentations and fifty-fifth, 
the church is ina low dungeon, and prays, 
fide not thine ear at my breathmg, my cry. Your 
neighbour that fits neareft you, doth not hear 
your breathing; but God hears it. 

Come, O poor believer, whatever great moun- 
tains you feein your way, that:are infurmount- 
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able by:you,:yet if you believe, that heis.able 
to furmount them, come to him, and you will 
fee him leaping’ over them. If youofee any 
mountain between him:.and ‘you, to be higher 
than:he can overleap, then I muft tell you,that 
you are looking at it through the devil’s fpec- 
tacles: but, OSirs; caft away thefe glaflescthat 
magnify toomuch ; and look!to Chritt,through 
the glafs of his own word of grace and promife, 
and you will fee not only, that no mountain 1s 
infuperable to him, but fee him leaping over 
the higheft hill between him and you: Whoart 
thou; O° great. mountain, before Zerubbabel?, Thou 
Shalt become a plam: ai Nodied Vader 

»<Though you have raifed up devils that you 
eannot lay, and reared wp mountains:that you 
cannot level; ‘yet, O Sirs, forget not the:pro- 
perty of the heavenly Roe: Our Beloved-ts dike a 
rot ora young hart. It is his property and plea- 
fure'to come /eaping on the mountains, and: fkipping 
on the bills. And when he hatha mind to come, 
no mountain can ftop his motion toward’ you. 
Therefore, come'to his table, inviting him to 
his delightfome-work, to come over the great 
mountains in his way. And.as nothing can 
hinder his coming to you; fo let nothing im- 
pede your drawing near to him. May.the Lord 
himfelf draw you, and powerfully perfuade 
you. 


The DISCOURSE at theService of the Fup Tapere. 


NHRIST having leaped over the mountain 
_ of fin and feparation, comes now to feed 
on the mountain of myrrh; and hath faid of 
it, that zm this mountain he will make a feaft of fat 
things, and wines on the lees; of fat things full of 
marrow, and wines on the lees will refined, namely, 
to feed us on his flefh and his blood. 
_ It is a part of the fong of Debora, Judges v. 
5. The mountains melted before the Lord. It is all 
one to Chrift to leap over mountains, and to 
make them melt down at his prefence. O! 
his gracious prefence can foon diflolve all 
mountainous difficulties, and make them dif- 
appear and evanith. It is no wonder than his 
prefence make them {kip like rams, when the 
faith of his operation is able to remove them; 
: If you have faith as a grain of muftard feed, you'fhall 
Jay to this mountain, be thou removed, and caft into 
the midft of the fea, and it fhall be done. 'Tothat faith 
which lays hold on omnipotency, all thing are 
poffible. 

Now, my friends, we may well fuppofe, that 
the faith of the old-teftament church, hada 
higher mountain to climb than we under the 
new-teftament difpenfation ; mean, the moun- 
tain of infinite diftance betwixt God’s nature 
and our’s, by believing that God was to become 

“man, that the Word was to be made flefh,. and 
therein to be made a facrifice for our fins, and 
to yield obedience to death, even the death of 
the crofs. Now, what they believed we. fee; 

‘for, we have his flefh and blood amongft our 
hands, in the fymbols thereof. ‘They, with 
Abraham, rejoiced to fee his day afar off, and 
they faw it, and were glad; they believed itas 
firmly as if they had feen it with their eyes; 
and therefore faid, Behold, he cometh, leaping on 
the mountains, and fkipping upon the bills! Their 
faith faw him coming in the fleth as a Saviour, 
and fo leaping over that mountain of infinite 
diftance betwixt God’s nature and our’s; this 


is called his fir coming. ‘The faith of the ~ 
new-teftament church, relates efpecially to his 
coming in the clouds asa Judge, which: is.cal- 
led his fecond:coming; and our -cOmmunicat- 
ing at thistable hath fuch a concern init, that 
itis a fhewing forth of his:death till he come 
again. He that: was crucified at Jerufalem 
actually, we have him crucified before our eyes 
Yacramentally; and we are now {hewing forth 
his death. ‘He came in our nature, and died 
in ourroom, and fo we are fhewing forth the 
truth and accomplifhment of what the_old- 
teftament church :believed;. the object of their 
faith is fo far made the object of our fight and 
fenfe; and as this is to be {hewn forth under 
the New Teftament, till he come the fecond 
time without fin unto falvation, fo our faith in 
his fecond coming hath no fuch high moun- 
tain to afcend as theirs; for the incarnation of 
the Son of God, for thefe purpofes which we 
commemorate, was not only a leaping over 
that infinitely great mountain of diftance that 
was betwixt God and-us, which, to the concep- 
tion of men and angels, would: have been for 
ever infuperable and impaflible, ‘ but alfo was 
a pledge and evidence, that no other mountain 
could ftand in the way, inor beable to hinder 

him when he is pleafed to come... 
The faith, therefore, of his fecond coming 
hath no fuch difficulty to furmount. He that 
faid of his coming in the flefh of old, Lo, I 
come; he hath faid of his coming in the clouds, 
Behold, I come quickly. The firft; being accom- 
plithed, fecures the fecond.’. There is no fuch 
mountain now in‘his way as this; and yet he 
was able to come leaping over it: all the other 
mountains he hath to overleap, for the accom- 
plifhment of his other promifes, are but little 
hillsin comparifon of this. His coming in the 
flefh, not only makes a plain and evident way 
for his fecond coming at the greatday to. judge 
Pactra 
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the world in righteoufnefs; but for. all his other 
gracious approaches and promifed comings, 
that interveen between the firft and fecond; 
and particularly for his promifed coming in 
the Spirit, over all the mountains of fin and 
guilt that ftandimhis way. Why, Chrift hath 
not only come in the’flefh to our earth, and fi- 
nifhed his work there; but he hath taken our 
flefh to heaven with him, under promife, that 
he would fend the Spirit; /// go, I will fend 
him; and he fhall-come and teftify of me, and.glorify 
me: and may we not now expect his coming 
thus, and fay, in the faith of it, The voice of 
our Beloved! behold he cometh, leaping on the mountains, 
and flipping upon the hills? He that came over the 
greater mountains, can fpeedily come over 
leffer. Did it coft him but a leap or two to 
come over the mountain of infinite diftance be- 
twixt God and us, God’s nature and our -na- 
ture, God’s holinefs and our fin, God’s juftice 
and our guilt,and mountains of God’s flaming 
wrath? Othen, how eafily may you think can 
he come over all the mountains of your fin 
and provocations! If he has come by his Spirit 
with pardon and healing, O blefs him for his 


‘hafting to your help. 


If the Spirit is not yet come as a Comforter, 
blefs him if he become to convince you of fin; to 
pave the way for hiscomforting you afterward. 
Is he convincing you of your aggravated fins 
and mountains that you have raifed up between 
him and you?. Oinvite him to come and undo 
the mifchief you have done, to diffolve the 
mountains that you have reared,andto{kipover 
the hills that you have heaped up; for, he can 
come at a leap, like a nimble roe, or a young 
hart upon the mountains: his name is called 
Wonderful: miracles of mercy are no ftrange 
or marvelous things to him. 

If, therefore, he does not come juft at your 
time, but to your apprehenfion delays his com- 
ing; yet wait upon him, as knowing what he 
can*do. Mind, Believer, even at your loweft 
cafe, when you are at the bottom of the moun- 
tains of feparation, when you cannot fee him 
coming over them, you would be very low in- 
deed, before you give over waiting on him, who 
can in a moment leap over them. Indeed, 
put acarnal heart to it, it would fay, What! 
fhould I wait on the Lord any longer? 2 Kings vi. 33. 
Yea, put a Believer hard to it, and he will fay 


The DISCOURSE at the Co 


T OW, my friends, when you are about 

to go away, I fhall difmifs you with a 

few advices, in confequence of the doétrine I 

was delivering, concerning Chrift’s coming, 

in the manner defcribed in thefe words, The 

voice of my Beloved! behold, he cometh! leaping upon 
the mountains, and fkipping upon the hills. 

In general, the advice I would: give to thefe 
that came here frrangers to our Lord Jefus, 
and are like to go away fo, having never yet 
heard the voice of Chrift in his word, fo as to 
believe it; nor got a vifit of him by his Spirit, 
fo as to behold how he cometh leaping on the 
mountains, and fkipping upon the hills; O go not a- 
way, fuppofing that there was nothing for you 
at this occafion; and that the word of this fal- 
vation was not fent to you. What! was not 
the door of hope opened to you in this word, 
Behold, he cometh, leaping on the mountains? If you 
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with the church, Lam. iii. 18. My frrength and my 
hope is perifbed from the Lord. But in believing 
how fpeedily he can come, you are not to lofe 


hope, but to wait on him, Pfal. Ixi. 2. There the © 


Pfalmift, as to his outward lot, is at the end of 
the earth, far from the fanétuary; and as to 
his inward frame, his heart is overwhelmed 
within him, yet in that extremity he cries, 
Lead me to the rock thatis higher than I. And fo 
he finds afterward, Pfal. xciv. 18. When Lfaid, my 
Soot flippeth, (like a man on the brink of a pit, 
and his foot flipping, and he ready to fall 
down into it) thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. Hence 
alfo Job profeffes that God’s flaying him fhould 
not crufh his confidence; Though he flay me, yet 
wil I truft in him. “He can foon make a motion 
amon gift the dry bones, and feek out the free 
among the dead.. Though the mountains in 
your way be fuch as you cannot come over, do 
not give over waiting, fo long as they donot pafs 
his power, or furmount his ability to leap, and 
agility to {kip over them. | | 

It 1s not come to that, fay you; I think he is 
able to fave to the utmoft, and to come over 
all the mountainsfof fin and guile betwixt him 
and me. What, man! doft thou believe he can 
come over fuch high mountains as you have 
raifed between you and him, even between him 
and you! Then there is nota great diftance, 
now, between him and you; according to your 
faith of his ability, fo be it unto you: You fee 
him higher than the higheft mountain, ftrong- 
er than the ftrongeft mountain, greater than 
the greateft mountain ; you fee him above them 
all: why then, he is near to your faith, that 
fees him on the top of the mountains; there- 
fore, now fay, The voice of my Beloved! Behold, 
he cometh, fkipping upon the mountains, and leaping 
upon the hills! 

Seek him now alfo, to melt down the moun- 
tains between him and the church of Scotland, 
between him and the generation, between him 
and witnefling minifters and people; to level 
mountains of temptation: alfo, to melt the 
mountains that feparate between him and your 
family. O pray him to come leaping to you 
and them: and may you come leaping to him; 
and may you go from this table with hearts 
leaping after him, and mecting him on the 
mountains. 


NCLUSIiON of the Solemn Work. 


be finners, that have been heaping up moun- 


tains of fin and guilt between him and you, 
was there no good news here for you, that he 
comes as a Saviour to fave you from your fin, 
and to melt down thefe mountains? And does 
not faith come by hearing fuch good tidings? 


How do you expect that Chrift fhould come to | 


you, or that you fhould meet with him, but 
in fuch a word? For, you need not fay, Who 
will afcend to heaven, to bring him down; or, defcend 
to the deep, to bring him up? The word is nigh, even 
in your heart, and mouth: That is, the word of faith 
which we preach, Rom. x. 6, 7,8, If you live 
and die, flighting this word of falvation, you pe- 
rifh in your unbelief. And, therefore, I advife 
you, as you would not lofe the. benefit of all 
this folemn occafion, to retire to fome fecret 
corner, and plead with God, that what you 
have heard and feen may be blefled to you, a8 

when 
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when the word fays, Behold, be cometh, even to 
fave fuch finners as you are, that have great 
and high mountains ftanding betwixt them 
and him, and that therefore, according to that 
word, he would come to you, and glorify his 
grace, in leaping over them to you, to vifit you 
with his falvation, and to fet your heart a leap- 
ing after him, whofe word fays, Behold, he 
cometh, fo as to meet him, by fayin® to him, 
Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our 


But the advices that I would more particu- 
larly offer to all the Lora’s people, efpecially com- 
municants, are thefe following. 


_ 1. Seeing the communications of the love of 


Chrift are fo eminent and confpicuous, in his com- 
ing and leaping over mountains and hills to- 
wards you, O frudy his love, fo as it may beget 
more love in'you to him.’ He loves, notwith- 
ftanding all difficulties we put in his way of 
coming to us: he loves the moft unworthy. 
O what a fhame is it for us, that we love him 
fo little, who is moft worthy; Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain! We loves them whom he corrects 
and chattifes: and ought we not to love him 
when he corrects? But, alas! our love decays, 
when we get a rod or a crofs to bear. His 
love is conftant love; Whom he loves, he loves to 
the end: but how {mall a matter interrupts our 
love, and creates miftakes and jealoufies) This 
is a fad requital we give him, when fo little 
of our love is kindled by his to us. 

2. Seeing our Lord Jefus, though he comes 
fo kindly, yet comes /overeignly when ‘he pleat- 
es, O beware of tampering with temptations, and 
raifing up mountains and hills between him and 
you; for, tee when he comes, he. leaps 
and fkips overthem, yet he may in righteout- 
nefs hide' himfelf,: and withdraw, you know 
not how long; and it may ‘coft you many a 
long look, before you fee him again on the top 
of the mountain; yea, it may coft you many 
a troubled heart, left he fhould never come a- 
gain, and left his abfence fhould be a perpe- 
tual abfence; How long wilt thou forget me, O 
Lord, for ever? Pfal.xiii.1. What a fad thought 
is that, to be forgotten for ever? 

3. Seeing Chrift, when he comes, comes /pee- 


dily, like a roe upon the mountains, then, O 


wait his coming without complaining; and wait 
on him dutifully, in hope of his coming /peedily ; 
the bride here fees him coming and {kipping. 

Quesr. How does his /peedy coming appear, when 


. the complaint is, “ O why tarry the wheels of his 


“ chariot? and how long does he hide himfelf?” 


Answ. That in his fpeedy coming, he does _ 


not refpect our flefh, nor regard the foolifhnefs 
of Nabal; the flefh‘indeed it is, when quarrel- 
ing at his delay, which is a, provoking him to 
tay away the longer: the moft compendious 
‘way to enjoy his {peedy approach, is not to 
jake hafte, but to wait in the ufe of means; 
hat believeth maketh not hafte.. Our impatient 
tis our ‘unbelief, which tends to retard his 


or and yet he comes {peedily whenever 
he comes, and that in hoe ref{pects, wherein 
¢ vific 


it may be faid’ ifion does not tarry. 
_ (1,) Becaufe he comes long before we be ready 
for his coming. If you. the tafk he 


puts into your hand in his abfence; fuch as, 
the difcovery of the wild beats, that creep 


out of their dens and lurking pla es in the 


night of abfence; the humbling of the uncir- 
cumcifed heart, to accept of the punifhment 
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of its iniquity; the beating of the indignation 
of the Lord, becaufe we have finned againtt 
him; the kindly taking with chaftifement, and 
with the rod of correction, and fubmiflion to 
a fovereign God, his providential and precep- 
tive will, Does he not come {peedily, when he 
comes before that taik be done? If he ftayed a- 
way till thou didit perfec that work, it would 
not only be long before he come, but there 
would be a continual feparation between him 
and thee. In this refpect fier he comes {peedily. 

(2.) He comes fpeedily, notwithttanding thy 
complaint; becaufe he never comes out of time 
when he comes. A phyfician may come out 
of time toa fick perfon; he may come, and 
find him paft cure when he comes: A friend 
may come out of time to another friend, fo as 
he cannot help him when he comes. But 
when Chrilt comes, he can make all things as 
well, asif he had come the fitft moment he was 
fought after, It is all one, whether he comes 
to Lazarus when he is fick, or when he is dead; 
for; when he comes, he raifes him from the 
dead, and gets the greater glory, Hence, 

(3.) He comes fpeedily, becaufe he comes 
always in the mott acceptable and jit time. A par- 
ticular confideration of times and circumftan- 
ces, makes out this from time to time, that he 
is a prefent help in time of trouble; therefore, we 
fhould learn to believe, and not to quarrel his 
delay: Let us ftudy that faith of the faints, 
which is confpicuous in the patience of the faints, 
Rev.xuk 10,; for; amongf orher means, the 
way of winning to a {peedy outgate from un- 
der defertion, or any difficulty, is to leave off 
quarreling, and to reft fatisfied with, and fub- 
mit to his dealing ;'and when you put a: blank. 
in his hand, faying, Thy will be done, this were 
the way:to a {peedy outgate. Here it is to be 
obferved, that. the quarreler is ordinarily an 
idler,.and neglecter of duty; therefore, if fuch 
were turning their quarrelling to diligence, 
they would come the better {peed. It is the 
Lord’s. complaint againft complainers, Hof, 
viii. §. How long will it be ere you attain to inno- 
cence? We fhould turn our complaint againit 
ourfelves, and not charge God foolithly: this 
would haflen his coming. 

4. The manner of Chrift’s coming fhould 
commend him to you, and make you commend 
him to others, ‘The bride here commends him 
who thus comes, and apprehends the excellen- 
cy of his perfon. Many would have Chrift com- 
ing {peedily to help,and fave them, faying, A- 
rife, and fave us, Jer.ii, 27. in the time of their 
trouble; but whenever they have got what 
they wanted, they. have done with him, and 
with any more correfpondence with him. This 
is the fad temper of many inthe vifible church; 
they receive favours from Chrift, as Jonathan 
faid to Saul, Thou faweft it, and did rejoice, 1 Sam. 
xix. 5. They will takea good turn from Chrift, if 
they can get it; but they will have no more ado 
with him, All the favours that fuch meet with. 
from Chrift, that lead them not to an eftima- 
tion of himfelf, are the fadeft of fnares and 
plagues; and therefore to be dreaded: this is 
a cafe to be trembled under. But let the fa- 
vours of Chrift commend the perfon of Chrift 
to you; for fo itis with the bride here, Behold, 


¢ 


he cometh, leaping upon the mountains, and fhipping — 
upon the bills Where hy fhe catinanie etd 
faying, My Beloved is lke a roe, or a young hart. 
O commend him by your walk in Ser 

| “ fation ; 
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fation; by your talk and communication: com- 
mend ‘him by imitating him, by being like a 
roe, or a young hind in following him, whi- 
therfoever he goes; whatever mountain ‘of tri- 
bulation it be on which he calls you to follow 
him; let it be the mountain of perfecution or 
reproach, yet follow him leaping and {kipping 
‘upon the mountains, that are in the way. You 
that would be faithful witnefles for God and 
reformation at this day, have mountains on 
every hand of you: the growing mountains 
of backfliding and defection in the Judicatories, 
on the one hand; and the hideous mountains 
of delufion, and extravagances among Separa- 


tifts, on the other hand: I know not how:yow 


can follow Chrift; or imitate him, if you fuffer 
your feet to reft.on any of thefe mountains ; 
nay, if you tarry there, you will flay to your 
hurt, or ftumble on the dark mountains: but 
if you follow Chrift, it will be ina way of leap- 
ing and fkipping joyfully, Counting it all oy when 
you fall into divers temptations, or tribulations, in 
following him; yea, Rejoicing that you are count- 
ed worthy to fufer /hame for his fake, were it even 
the fhame of men’s curfes and anathemas, their 
hideous ‘and monftrous excommunications ; 
for, The wrath of man fhall pra bim.. And little 
do fome men confider what honour they-have 
been. putting upon us, and what fhame upon 
themfelves, as inftruments of putting off our 
Matter’s crown of thorns upon our heads ; and, 
God forbid that we fhould not glory in the crofs of Chrift. 
We were never worthy to fuffer fhame for his 
fake. 

5. The next advice I offer, is, O learn with 
the church and bride of Chrift here, to be ftill 
obferving his coming; ‘Behold, he cometh leaping. 
It is not exprefled in. the preterit, He did 
come; nor in the future, Ae-will come ;.. but 
in the prefent tenfe, Behold, he cometh: in- 
timating, that he is always coming; itis his 
trade, it is his work, his daily conftant bufi- 
nefs, even as much as it is the property of the 
roe, or young hind, to be daily leaping and 
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{kipping on the mountains. Though Chrift 
be not ftill coming /enfibly, to comfort you; yet 
even in his real or feeming abfence, he is al- 
ways coming, either wyély, to try you; or fa- 
therly, to correct you; or mercifully, to humble 
you: by the difpenfations of his ‘providence, 
be what they will, he is always coming there- 
in upon fome love-defign; and whoo is wife, and 


will obfer@® thefe things, even he fhall underftand.the 


loving-kindne/s of the Lord. Therefore, as heis ftill 
acomer, be you ftill an obferver of his motions, 

6, The fixth advice, toadd-no more, is, that 
you remember that his coming:is ftill over fom 
mountain or other, and with a defign to:move 
or melt. down fome mountain between him 
and you. When he comes, in a.fmiling way 
to you,, it is to level fome mountain of defpair, 
defpondency, or difcouragement., And when . 
he comes in any frowning difpenfation, it is 
to level fome mountain of pride, prefumption, 


‘or ingratitude. Our Lord Jefus, when hecame 


in theflefh to the work of our redemption, he 
came leaping and fkipping ever the mountains 
of the wrath of God, and the wrath of men 
and devils; and, indeed, when he comes in 
the Spirit, to vifit with his falvation, he ftill 
comes over mountains of one fort or another; 
and fometimes over the mountain of wrathful- 
like difpenfations.: As to the mountain.of man’s 
wrath, it is not a mote in his way, even when 
they have gone to their uttermoft, and made 
the objects of their wrath as odious as: they 
can, and the mountain’ of feparation between 
them: and us, as high.as they can; yet there is 
no danger, if the:mountain.of fin and fepara- 
tion betwixt God'and:you be removed; he can 
foon make youthrefh all the other mountains; 
yea,»beat them fmall, and niake. the hills as 
chaff: However} mind that his coming is full 
to level fome mountain or other. And there- 
fore, the believer, whofe {piritual ears and 
eyes are open, may ftill have occafion to fay, 
The voice of my Beloved! behold, he: cometh! leaping 
on the mountains, and fkipping on the hills. Ming 
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SonG ii. 13. Arife, my love, my fair one, and come away. 


F our Lord Jefus Chrift is come here this 
day to court a bride, in the terms of this 
text, they fhow that never was there fuch 


an affectionate or importunate Suitor: his a> - 


fection will appear in the kindly names he here 
gives her, which fhow what a loving and kind 
heart he has; My love, my fair one: lhis zmportu- 
nity appears in the fuitable call and invitation 
he gives her, which fhows what a lazy and 
loitering cafe fhe is in; Rife, and come away. 
More {weet compellations cannot be given to a 
lothfome bride; My love, my fair one: more meet 
invitations Cannot be given toa lingring and 
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backward bride; -Ari/e, and come away: and more 
documents of his being in good earneft cannot 
be given, than in his repeating thefe kindly 
words, and ending his arguments with them 
here: fo he begins with them, ver. 10. Ri/@up, 
my love, my four one, and come away; where the 
church and fpoufe of Chrift relates the graci- 
ous words he {poke to her, and is a faithful 
recorder of what he faid to her foul, and ‘a 
faithful relater thereof, for the encouragement 


of others; My Beloved /pake, and faid unto me, Rife 
up, my love, my fain one, and come away. And hav- 


“ing told how kindly, he inyited her, the next 


* This fermon was preached immediateiy before the celebration of the facrament of ‘the Lord's fapper, ‘kt Dunfermline, on Sabbath, 
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tells how ftrongly he urged theinvitation, with 
motives and arguments, faying, For, ho, the 
winter is paft, the rain is over and gone; the flowers 
appear on the earth, the time of the fnging of birds as 
come, and the voice of the turtle 1s beard in our land; 
the jig-tree putteth forth ber green figs, and the vines, 
with the tender grape, give a good fmell, ver. 11,12,13. 
q. d. lf thou wilt hearken to my call, and come 


to me, thou fhalt be dehvered from that fad © 


winter-like cafe and condition thou haft been 
in, and have a pleafant delightful life, a flou- 
rifhing f{pring-tideof fpiritual joys, which fhall 
be ftill on the growing hand, until it end ina 
harvett of glory: thou fhalt have advantages be- 
yore all the reft of the world; thy walk fhall 


e in the garden of the Lord, where the fweet - 


promifes, and the precious bleflings thereof, 
are as fo many faithful trees, pleafant to the 
eye, favoury to the tafte, delightful to the ear, 
with the finging of birds upon the branches there- 
of; and in all refpeéts ravifhing, melodious, 
and. commodious. I now invite thee.to come, 
and fhare of the fweet {pring Ihave brought 
along with me. . Itis a plea/ant feafon ; The voice 
of the turtle is heard im our land, the flowers appear 
on the-earth: a fragrant and frutful featon, The 
jig-tree putteth forth ber green figs, and the vines, 
with the tender grape, give a good /mell, ver, 12, 13. 
Thefpiritual flourifhing and fruitfulnefs is re- 
prefented by thefe various fimilitudes ;all which 
fhow how, that as Chrift’s.abfence makes a 
winter, his prefence makes afummer: yea, he 
brings a {pring with him, were it even in. the 
midit of winter. Sad and heavy times may 
pafs over the Lord’s people; yet his approach 
and return can make a winter-like difpen{ati- 
on heartfome, with abundant up-making. 
Our Lord having given.the call, and urged 
it with motives drawn. from. the -heartfome 
fpring-time he brought along with him, in fo 


_ many parts of it, (all which I have formerly 


{poke to at large,) he comes, in the clofe of 
this verfe, to renew the former invitation, fay- 
ing, Rif, my love, my fair one, and come away. 
In which words you have three things to be 
confidered: 1. The kindly compellation; My 
love, my fair one. 2. The earneft invitation; A- 
rife, and come away. 3. The -words confidered 
in connexion with ver. 1o,; and the arguments 
intermixed between that verfe and this,; area 
repetition of the fame call from.this affectionate 
Suitor, who will not take a refufal, nor a-nay- 
fay; Rife up, my love, my fair one, and come away ; 
and again, 4drife my love, my fairsone, and come a- 


Haying {poke formerly to the context, and 
particularly tome months ago to thefe words 


‘as the ftand in the roth verfe*,asIneed notin- - 


large upon them.now ; fo my efpecial defign 
is to confider them as a repeated call, and a 
renewed invitation, a courtfhip éarneftly infift- 
 edupon;, Arife, my love, my fair one, and come a- 


- 


lowing doctrine. St foils his tiie 
~ OssERv. That the repeated call, and renewed in- 


* . 4 


vitation of our Lord Fefus Chrift, to his drow/y 
and di, confolate people, w om he names his LOVE 
and FAIR ON E, 15, that they RISE, and COME 
AWAY with bin. aie: eS 
You fee here, that the vifion'is doubled; the 
truth of the dodtrine is eftablifhed, by the re- 
petition.of the fame words, and the renovati- 
on ofthe fame fuit. Pi ietsee ee 


_ * What our author delivered on the context, and this verfe, was never emitted into the public. 
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HIS KINDLY GOSPEL-CALL RENEWED. 


a. From which words we obferve the fol-. 
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In {peaking to it, I would, through fuper- 
natural aid, obferve the following method and 
order. 


I. Premife a few things with relation to the 
party here, to whom the invitation is de- 

Fie a Atal 

II. I would open up a little the import of the 
titles here given to that party; My love, my 


Jair one. 
Il. The import of thefe calls; Rife, aud come 
away. 


IV. I would point out what may be implied 

in the repetition of thefe words ; and why 
the call and invitation is thus renewed :— 
and then, 

V. Deduce fome inferences for the application. 


I. We would premife a few things relative to 
the party to whom the call and invitation is di- 
rected. . And, 

iff, In fome fenfe it may be viewed as direct- 
ed even to fimners who are dead in tre/paffes and fins, 
whom Chrift has a mind to quicken by his 
kindly voice in the gofpel; You hath he guickened, ' 
«who were dead an tre/paffes and fins, Eph. 11. 1. ava 
is true, it 1s not the immediate intent of this 
text to call the unconverted ; yet it may be ufe- 
ful for engaging and bringing in ftrangers to 
Chrift, as well as for recovering and roufing 
thefe that are brought in already. He {peaks 
to finners, that are the objects of his benevo- 
lence and good-will, as well as he {peaks to 
faints, that are already the objects of his com- 
placence.and delight. Even as the facramental 
fupper, though itis not, in its immediate de- 
fign, a.converting ordinance; for bringing in 
finners; but a contemyAs one, for eftablith- 
ing faints; yet God may blefs a facramental 
occafion, as often he has done, for bringing in 
flrangersto a faving acquaintance with Chrift. 
Thus the call given toChrift’s dull and drowfy 
bride, to rife.andicome away to-him, may be 
ufeful for roufing dead finners out of their:na- 
tural fecurity: yea,.the general call of God in 


the gofpel being directed to mankind finners, 


on account of his #:aevSpease, Philanthropy, or 
mankind love, Tit.iil. 4. may be fuppofed to be 
in thefe terms, My Jove, my fair one, rife, and come 
away: for he calls them:by names which are 


mot their naturalinames, when he is courting 
their heart; but courting them by kindly and 


winning riames, which will be truly applica- 

ble to them, whenever they anfwer his call. 
There are two forts of names he gives men 

whom he courts: 1. Some names from what 


they,are in themfelves; 2, Some names from 


what they are in his purpofe and defign. 

1. The names he gives them as /ecure finners, 
lying fleeping in their natural eftate. In this 
refpect he calls them children of difobedience ; child- 
ren of wrath ; a generation of wipers; flout hearted 


ifinners,, and far from righteoufne/s ; ignorant crea- 


tures,’ mot knowing that they are poor and miferable, 
wretched, blind, and naked.—By many fuch names 


‘as thefe they are called in {cripture, pointing 


out what they are by nature; and whata dread- 


‘ful wrath they are obnoxious to, by the curfe 
-of the law they are under. 4s 


2, He names them fometimes from what 


_ they are in his defire toward them, or his de- 


cree and defign about them; which, though 
it be a fecret, as it relates to eternal election, ‘ 
yet.is mo fecret as it is laid out in the word of 


- grace, for finners.of mankind. to claim and ap- 


prehend 


— 
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prehend in the gofpel order; that is, by ap- 
prehending Chrift himfelf, and the promife in 
him; and confequently that very name, My love, 
my fair one: for, though in themfelves they are 
not his love, nor the objects of his love, but 
rather of his hatred, as enemies in their minds by 
wicked works; and though in themfelves they 
are not fair, but foul, black, and deformed; 
yet, in a way of rifing and coming at his call, 
and laying hold on Chrift, they will evidence 
that in Chrift they were from all eternity his 
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love, hisfayone, Cho/en im hum before the founda- 


tion of theavorld, and now faved in him according to 
his purpofe and grace, which was given them im Chrift 
before the world began, Eph.i.4. 2Tim.1.9. J 
have loved thee with an everlafting love; therefore, 
with loving-kindne/s have I drawn thee, Jer. XXXi. 3. 
And, indeed, it cannot but be moft aftonifhing 
to a fenfible-finner, if in a day of converfion, 
the cord of love be let down in fuch furprizing 
compellations as thefe, My love, my fair one ; rie, 
and come away; for, how can either thefe that 
are dead in fins and trefpafles, or believers them- 
felves, while they are in this ‘world, lying a- 
mong the pots, all defiled with the {pots and 
leprofy of fin, be honoured with thefe titles, 
My love, my fair one? But the matter is, Chritt 
{peaks of them, and to them, not with refpect 
only to what they are at prefent, but with re- 
{pect to what he intends to make them to all 
eternity: yea, even at prefent, when he makes 
the call effectual, his word of power, by that 
call, makes them to be what he calls them, 
namely, his Jove, his fair one; for there needs 
no more to make them fo, than his calling 
them fo, as Rom. ix. 25. J-will call them my peo- 
ple, which were not my people; and her beloved, that 
was not beloved: of which more perhaps after- 
wards. 

2dly, The‘call and invitation here is directed 
immediately and of purpofe to the converted 
bride; and that as fhe’is-confidered either, 

1. Ina fecure, fleepy, and up-fitien: condition; 
laid by from duty, being afleep, and unmind- 
ful of her duty, till he, by his voice,: rouze her 
up.as he had done before, when fhe ftarted, as 


it were, to her feet, faying, ver. 8. The woice of 


my Beloved! Behold, he cometh! Or, 
2. In a difconfolate and difcouraged condition; 


like a difconfolate wife, in the abfence of her . 


hutband, fitting folitary; till he comes and in- 
vites her torife up, and go with him: to the 
field, to refrefh herfelf with the pleafant fpring 
and fair weather, that are focharming when 
the winter ftorms are all over. 

The nature of the invitation; R:/e, and come a- 
way, fuppofes this to be her prefent cafe, that 
either fhe is ina dull and fleepy, or ina damp- 
ed and difcouraged condition; or both: and, I 
think, both are here intended;:as appears both 
from the motives drawn from the fweetnef{s of 
the {pring-time fhe is invited to come to, and 
fhare of; and alfo from this renewed'call; pro- 
fecuted ver. 14. that fhe fhould come out of 
her lurking holes, and appear with confidence 
before him. He {peaks to her, partly'as fecure 
and dead, to quicken her, and fet her'to her 
duty; and partly as difcouraged, in order to en- 
rhe and chearherup: of which more afer- 
wards. . 


I. The /econd thing propofed was, To open up 
the import of the #ztles here given to her, My 
There are four things im- 

ported therein. 
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1. It imports, an iferef# and propriety. that 
Chrift has in his people: they are mine, fays | 
he; My love, my fair one. They are his peculiar 
treafure: they are fet a part for him from all 
eternity. For them he became man, and died, 
and fuffered, and rofe again; for them he 
made and upholds the world. They are his 
ftock; The Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob is the 
lot of his inheritance, Deut xxxii. 9. Thus he con- 
cerns himfelf in them as his all: they are mine, 
fays he; even my peculiar portion. O! how 
fhould we meet him, and make him our pe- 
culiar portion, and boaft of him, and of this 
relation, faying, My Beloved is mine, and I am bis? 

2. Thefe titles, my love, my fair one, import the 
{trong affection that he has to his people: being 
his peculiar portion, they are the objects of 
his peculiar affection, and his fpecial love and 
delight. He hada love of choice and defignation 
for them, as in Chrift, from eternity; but he © 
has now a love of delight and complacency in them, 
as united to Chrift by faith, even to him in 
whom God is well-pleafed; yea, he loves them 
becaufe he loves them. It is a confideration: that 
may put an end to all debate on this head; he 
fet his love upon them, not becaufe they were 
more in number than others, for they were the few- 
eft of all people; but becaufe he loved them, Deut. 
vii. 7, 8. His love to his people muft not be 
looked upon-as the refult-of merit in’ them; 
nay, on that account, they are the objects of 
his indignation, as meriting hell: but we'mutt 
look upon it as the refult of ‘znteref ;- they are 
his, and therefore he loves them. Seach 

3. Thefe titles, ‘my Jove, ‘my fair one, import, 
not only his warm affection towards them, but. 
his high effimation of them, as perfect beauties 
in his fight; his Jove is his fair one: thus he 
fays, chap. iv. 7. Thou art all:fair, my love; there 
as no fpot im thee. On what account doth he 
give this verdict of them? and in what refpects 
are they perfect beauties in‘ his fight?’ “They 
are fo, | | Vis | bo 

(1.) In refpect of imputed righteoufne/s, which 
is a folid ground of reckoning; for, the righte- 
oufne/s of the law 7s fulfilled in them, Rom. viii. ¢. 
through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift; 
‘and fo they are accepted, as righteous in his 
fight, through the doing and dying, and per- 
fect: righteoufnefs of Chrift; yea, hence faid 
to be the righteoufne/s of Godin him, 2 Cor. ¥. 27. 
O how fair are they who are clothed with the 
Sun, the Sun of Righteoufnefs! 9 
» (2.) Imrefpec of communicated holinefs. They 
are perfect beauties, as to the perfection of 
parts: as we fay a new-born ‘child is perfect, 
having all the human parts; fo are his people, 
having all the parts of the new man, in rege- 
neration; hence called new creatures in’ Chrift 
2Cor.v.17. This will at laft refolve in‘@ great- 
er beauty of holinefs; that‘is, a perfection of 
degrees in heaven, when they /fhall be like him, 
by feeing him as he is. This may encourage faints 
againft all the deformities they now fee in 
themfelves, while they fee but in part him from 
whom they derive all their beauty. “© - 
~~ (3.) In refpect of their Head and Husband, 
CurisT, in whom God looks upon them: they 
are all fair; and hence they are faid to be com- 
plete in him, Col. iis 10. And you are complete in him, 
cin dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead bo- 

eiyat,t et ‘ : Cy IE 1 fxdi 
(4.) In refpect of their defire, and endeavour, 
and aim: though their defire itfelf is not per- 

ee ect, 
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fect, yet the object of their defire, as new crea~ 
tures, is perfection ; the défire of their fouls is to 
bis mame; Ma. xxvi.:8, 9. fayingy Whom have [in 
heaven but thee? and there’ is mone upon earth that I 
defire befides thee, Plal. lxxiii.25: “Their ‘endea- 
vour alfo, through grace, is to prefs after per 
fection: ‘hence; though. they count themfelves 
imperfect, and:not to. have. apprehended; yet, 
forgetting the things.that are bebind, they prefs to» 
wWatdsthe mark, Phal. iii. 12. They approve them- 
{elves in, noywant,.of.holinefs, and indulge 
thémfelves in‘no:finis Their.:upright defires 
and iendeavowurs are fet down'in Chrift’s count- 
- book) for that which is defired:and endeavour- 
ed;;and howeverfpotted they are, yeta mourn- 
éd-over fpot: is:a beauty inshis:fight. »'Thete- 
foreshe fays;. veri14. O mycdove,; that. art th the 
clefts: ofthe rock, and secret. places of the ftairs, Jet me 
Jee\thy,countenanée, for itis comelyio> OMIT tas 
° (sd nirefpect of the divine defignand determinati~ 
on; orinrefpect of his purpofeand promfetomake 
them: perfect: beauties. :"The¥ are his faircones': 
he refolves to prefent them to himfelf aglorious church} 
not having fpot or wrmtle, or any Such, thing; but that 
they Jhould be holy, and without blemi/h, Eph.vi27: 
And God; nanies\his-people:miany:times:from 
what they areinrtheir defire; and his defign; 
Thou -art elt fair, my: love ;. theré ts:no fpot-in thee. 
Theirfuture perfection is prefent to him: And, 
» (6) In-refpecs of bis -lovesthey are fair:and 
perfect beauties: being his ilove, they-cannot 
but ‘bejhis far one ;-for, love\covers'all-infirini- 
ties,and efteems, its object beautiful; -be what 
it. will. Ifa. xlitiy 4sSince thou xwaft prectous saimy 
Sight, thou haftbéen -hoiourable x: and therefore 
beautiful too... And if. thusihe efiéems:our 
borrowed; beatity; how; thould: we. be afhamed 
that, we efteem nodt:mote hiscinifinite beauty? 
-t4eThefe titles hene,-my lave, *my fair ‘one, im- 
port; ithe zntemation of his highcefteem of:dier: 
and that asChrift obfervesithe beauty of believ- 
ers, amidf-alahe fpots: that are upon them} 
fo he is pleafed:to lét them: know fo much :he 
doesnot think: it enough /behind their’ back 
to;tellrit,- butiin het face ihé:fays,: Thowsart:my 
love, and my fair one. It is true, this. is-iotshis 
ordinary ; he is a-wife-lover;that knows-when 
to,keep.up the intimation of) love; and when 


to, let it out: -but/there aretimes when hewill : 


make-no-fecret of it; times when he will: put 


it beyond all'difpute or debate-in the fouls:of. 


his people. The tites\and-feafons whén!) he 
makes: {uch -intimations, are;:in -the Father's 
hand, and in-his, power: heis,fovereign in the 
grant thereof.—Some +have:got the intimation 
at their fr? converfion;, as the woman of. Sa- 


‘ Maria, to whom Chrift: faid); L.that /peak unto 


thee am hex, Johny yin26.>Some have gor it ata 
Jecmd.converfion,,'¢yer) after backflidings and 
returnings into-folly, through the remains of 
corruption in them: |, when; they have gone a 
whoring after their. old lovers; -yet:the Lord 
has: pitied for -his;name’s-fake;-and; intimat- 
ed his love in. fuch words: as: thefe;i Return, 
backfiding childrens for Iam married unto you. Re- 
dura, return, O Shulamite ; return} :réturn,: Return 
tot by fi husband ; for then, tt was: better with-ihee 
than now.—Some, again, have got intimation, 

_ when they have been: humbling themfelves by 
fafting and prayer, and diligently feeking the 
Lord ;, as Daniel, got, to whom. it was’{aid, 0 
man, greatly beloved, Dan. x. 19.—-Sometimes he 
lets out, his love when he brings them to a wil- 
dernefs of affliction, diftrefs,:and tribulation, 
Vou. II. 
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I will allure her; and bring her to the wilderne/s, and 
there wll J ‘'/peakconfortably to ber; yea, he ordina- 
rily makes the-walley of Achor a door of hope, that 
they may fing there: yet, after all, His Bethel 
vifits-and Pemel views, that he gives his people, 
when he intimates his love to them, and e- 
fteem'of them, faying, My love, my fair one, ‘are 
butrare enjoyments.—I fhall fay no more there- 
ofsonly, when thofe are withheld, in a fenfi- 
ble way, live by the faith of it, that you, be- 
ever) art iftill his Jove and his’ fair one; and 
whenyou get any fuch intimations, improve 
it aright; if hescommends you, fo furely it 
fets and> becomes ‘you infinitely ‘more to'com- 
mend him) 2~\ di yw" Ne, sales 


y 


the import of his ¢a/l and invitation here; Rife, 
andigeiite Gay) Ai Ti pom. wees ean Ge 
“There are thefe following thin 2s feem plain- 

ly fuppofed' and imported here. ° In general, 
thetermsof thecall’‘and invitation fuppofe the 
cafe'ofthis people: to be a fleepy, fecure, and 
drowfy. cafe; and hence alfo a difcouraged, dit 
heartned; and difconfolate cafe; Notwithftand- 
ing, thefe titles he-here gives‘her‘imply, that 
fhe=issvery beutiful in-his‘efeem, and ‘that 
he has a great affection toward her, as well as 
a nearrelation to her ;’ yet there are feveral de- 
fects and diforders about ‘her;’ that he would 
and muft haveariended, by his tépeated’callg 
and invitations. And, . 

1. Thiscall and invitation, Rife) and comte away, 
fuppofes' and: imports, ‘that great Security, and 
love to carnal reft'and eafe, is an ufual fault a. 
mong the people of God; they ‘are ready to fit 
up, ‘without making’ the progreéfs they {hould 
makei‘heaven-wards;! hike the flug card, ' Prov? 
vi. '9. How long wilt: thou fleep, *O fluggard? when 
wilt thow arife) out of thy fleep ? Like Jonah, chap. 
i. 6. Arife, thou fleeper, and call upon thy God. Vike 
even the wife virgins, ‘Math xxvi‘y.* that were 
fait afleep as well’as the foolith:’ and like the 
difciples; “Luke xxiii746. Why fleep ye? “rife and 
pray; left ye enter into temptation. °'This is the fin 
of the gencration,: which is fadlyevident, by 
the little due improvement of mercies'or judg- 
ments, and by thé great negle&t of duty,-and 
the gteat formality inthe ule of means, and by 
the:many black {pots that ftain the face of pro- 
feflors If forrow fill their hearts,-on account 
of fad thing’ in their Jot, they are like difcon- 
tented and ill-natured infants, who weep them- 
felves: afleep, «and ‘like the difciples who ‘for- 
rowed themfelves afleep, Luke xxii. 45. | If e 
ver the difciples of Chrift be found fleeping in 
times of ftormy difpenfations, ‘it is a fign that 
they:fhould look upon themfelves as the Jonah; 
that’has contrived to:raife the ftorm; “and if 
they'do not awake; and arife when Chrift calls 
themydtcmay be'axfign that’ he jwill awaken | 
them \totheircoft;' Profane people may fall 
into alethargy, and get leave to fleep the fleep 
unto'death, and may meet with nothing to 
awaken them, ‘till the flames of hell do it, as 
it fell out with the foolith virgins; but for the 
wife; though God: thould fave them as by fire, 
and pluck them out of’ the-burning, he will 
have-them ‘awakened; and ‘it may be with a 
dreadful ftorm they were not expecting. | 

2. This call, Rie, and come away, imports, that 
when Chrift comes to his people, he contents 
not himfelf to intimate, that they are wrong, 
‘but he wants that what is wrong be mended; and _ 

7 that 


od. "Phe lebird thing propofed} is to fpeak' of 
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that lazy and carelefs faints be roufed and raif-- 


ed out of that fecure ftate and condition, and 
be fet to their feet again: and though nothing 
will awaken fecure fouls, that man or angel 
can fay, yet if God breathe upon a call, he can 
make it prevail; for, fays Chrift, Every one that 
hath heard, and learned of the Father, cometh unto me, 
John vi. 45. Chrift’s errand to his church and 
people, in coming over mountains, is to raife 
them up to their duty: and if they be but raif- 
ed to feek him, let them not complain of de- 
fertion; Chrift isnot far off from them, whont 
he will not fuffer to fleep ina bed of fecurity, 
but ftirs up to be fpiritually bufy; for, Thou, 
Lord, haft not forfaken them that feck thee, Pfalm 
ix.10. The Lord is ngh to them that call upon him, 
to all that call upon him in truth, Pfal. cxlv. 18. The 
rifing.and feeking foul, is nota forfaken foul. 

3. Rife up, and come away, it imports, that as, 
conviction of floth is not enough) without uprifing 
and diligence ; fo diligence is not enough without 
conftancy ; not only mut weri/eup;but come away; 
and proceed in our motion: convictions may 
make people rife, and get to their feet ; but at 
comes to little account, if it be but a flafh; and 
away again: Some may bagi im the Spirit, and 
end in the flesh, Gal. iii. 3. Some may run well, 
but who hinders them? The call of Chrit is, that 
we rife and come away ; that being fet on our 
feet, we fit not down again: this call is:direct- 
ly levelled againft the upfitten cafe of God’s 
people at this day. bas 

4. Rife up, and come away, is a call importing 
fomething the Lord would.have his people 
leave, relinguifh, and turn their back upon., ‘There 
are terms from which we muft rife and come 
away. Asthe gofpel-call concerns unconvert- 
ed finners, it requires them to come out of a 
ftate of nature and unregeneracy, out of ja 
Chriftlefs ftate unto Chrift, and to a gracious 
ftate in him: for, it is the call of that God who 
guickened the dead; and he can make his call ef- 
fectual to bring them from death tohfe. Butthen, 
as it concerns believers, who were once quick- 
ened, and made alive in Chrift, and have re- 
lapfed into a deadnefs of difpofition, there are 
many things they are called to abahdon and 
leave behind them; they are called to deny un- 
godline/s and worldly lufts, to lve Joberly, righteoufly, 
and godly, in this prefent world, Tit. . 12... Parti- 
cularly, there are four things they are called 
. to leave, and are to relinquifh, or come away 
from, namely, by 

(1.) The world, and the things of tome; .and 
that not only in judgment, apprehending them 
to be vain and vanithed, yea, nothing but vex- 
ation of pirit ; but alfo in affection and efeem, coun- 
ting all things but lofs and dung for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrift Fefus the Lord, fo as to be 
delivered from the plague of minding earthly 
things; and likewife in practice, by a moderate, 
fober, and mortifying walk, making ‘no prouifiou 
jor the flefh, to fulfil the lufts thereof. ip. 

(2.) The uurenewed frame of /pirit, the remain- 
ders of the world, and. the lufts thereof, are 
what they are called to relinquifh and ‘come 
away from. They mutt forget their own people, 
and their father’s houfe, Pfalm xly..10. They are 
called daily to be leaving and lamenting over 
a body of fin and death, Rom. vii. 24. We need 
to be always turning our back upon ourfelves 
with Joathing, Job xlii. 6.. Chrift difciples muft 
deny themfelves, Luke ix. 13. And hence, 

(3-) From their own righteou/ne/s they mutt rife 
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and come away to the Lord their righteou/ue/s ; 
being dead to and divorced frommthe law, and 
being cloathed with the Sun.of righteoufnefs, 
they muft feek, with Paul, more and more to 
be found in bim, uot having their own righteoufne/s, 
which is of the law, but the righteoufne/s which is 
of God through faith, Phil. iii. 9.3. and faying with 
the church, Weare ail as an unclean thing, and all 
our righteoufneffes.are\as filthy rags, Ma. xiv. 6. 
(4.) They mutftrelifiquith their attamments,Phil. 
ii1.1.3..Forgetting thole things that are behind, andreach- 
ing forth ‘to thoferthings that are before, and preffing 
towards the mark: When people:make the things: 
they have attainedto be their fleeping bed; and 
their pillow; then theirattainments are ready 
to be their: neck-break «but, from all thefe;and 
the like:things; the call is, Rife; and come away. 
To beware of claiming new acquaintance with 
their renounced delights ; like Lot’s wife; glad 
to be out of Sodom; ‘but very quickly looking 
back again; and’ like Ifrael, gladto:be out of 
Egypt, but foon they made a captain to return 
back again. » \~. m3 eovigiot Si 
5. Rife, and come away, the call imports fome- 
thing to which they are called to come; leav- 
ing the things that are behind, there muft bea 
coming to what is before them. ‘There are 
fome profeffors: let out a devil at one door, but 
let.ih {even worfe atanother. Itis not enough 
to turn from what:is evil, but there muft be a 
turning to what is good; a turning from darkné/s 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God : it 
isa coming away to: Curist, the glorious 
Bridegroom, fhaking off every thing that may 
hinder you from following after your Hufband 
Chrift Jefus; and-removing ‘every impediment 
that may obftruét: your fellowihig and ‘com- 
munion with him. Rife, and come away with 
me, to {hare of my righteoufnefs, for juftifi- 
cation; my grace, and :holinefs, for: fan¢tificas 
tion... The two! extremes here'from which arid 
to which we are to'rife and:come away, are 
from fin, and. every: thing that maymarr éom- 
munion with God ; to’ Chri and everything 
that tends to further this fellowfhip with him. 
And then, © Ett 66 31. AM tn Sits 7) 
6. Rife, and:comeaway, imports, a looking 
tothe motion that'is made between thefe two 
extremes, that it bea fpeedy ‘and an -honeft 
motion; and:alfo an affectionate motion, as it 
were on the wings of love. Though a flow 
and fimple motion, if it be but real’ and’ up- 
right, is what has the promife, Him that‘cometh, 
Twill in no wife caft out ; yet the {cripture fpéeaks 
ofa hafting, ftriving, running, fighting, and 
wreftling that fhould be aimed at. A man that 
isrunning from soe demveneeerie tothe great- 
eft: happinefs, would-endeavour to have ‘his 
motion fuch as would ‘evidence his hatred at 
the one, and ‘his‘Jove: to. the other; his great 
loathing of the one, and his great liking to 
the other. © Ri/feup, and come away, then imports, 
fuchi:a’ progreflive motion towards Chrift, as 
may witnefs our abhorrence of what we come 
from, and our delight in\ what we come to; 
and particularly, our: love and eftimation of 
Chrift, and our earneft defire to come to him 
at his call, witha Bebold we come unto thee, jor 
thouiart the Lord our God. nas 
Ina word, theftrain of the call and invitati- 
on, taken altogether, ‘imports the notice our 
Lord Jefus takes both. of the good flate and bad 
frame of his bride: her good’ fate is noticed in 
the compellation he gives ‘her;-My love, my fair 


one: 
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one: her bad frame, or her dead; dull, and. dif- 
couraged cafe, is noticed and imported in the 
invitation; Ri/é, and.come away... Our Lord takes 
notice of every thing about his children; and 
while he fhows -his love and..approbation of 
their perfons, he will fhow, his difapprobation 
of thei fins. . The fame word that bears.an in- 
timation of their /ovelime/s in Chnift, bears alfo 
a reproof of their, fazine/s; Rife, aud, come. away. 
But while he takes notice of the dull and. dif- 
confolate cafe of the believer, it is with pity 
and compatffion ;. for, as it.is, Pfal. ciii, 13.,.4s 
afather pities his children, fo.the Lord pities, them 
that fear bim ; for, be knows our frame, and remem, 
bers.that we are duft: therefore, in-fuch.a:call.as 
this, he. fhows his.defign of recovering them 
from. their fecurity, diftrefs, and diftruft; and 
his defign of making. the call effectual, and 
bringing them. to communion,and fellowfhip 
with him; and by this call fignifying his. will, 
hat they may come away..with all holy,and 
la boldnefs and confidence to him. 


- AV. The fourth head propofed was, To.en- 
quire, why the call and invitation given, ver..10. 
is renewed ; or the import of the repetition thereof. 
Between that verfe and this he had ufed. a 
good many motivesandencouragements,{how- 
ing; that he had removed the winter ftorms of 
the law, and the heavy: rain of the curfe and 
bondage thereof, and that he had brought a- 
long with him a {weet {pring-time ; For, /o, the - 
awinter.is pafi, the rain is over and. gone, the flowers 
appear, &c. ver. 11,:12, 13. . And pow, upon 
the,back of all.this, Chrift refames and repeats 
the exhortation, which he had given. before, 
that his bride might not abufe thefe encourage- 
ments; but remember, that all of them are 
afforded her, for this.veryend, thatthe might 
be roufed from. her fecurity, and raifed from 
her difcouragements, to cometo him and with 
him, Arie, my love, my fair.one, and come away. 
Now, the import of this repetition may. be open- 
ed.in, the following remarks, — 
_, Remarks 1.“ That Chrift is very true and 
‘* couftant in his love to, and efteem of his peo- 
“ ple; and therefore doth repeat over again, 
“that the bride. is his. ove and his fair one.” 
Left any fhould think that his calling her fo 
in the roth verfe, was but the refult of inad- 
yertepcy, or that unawares fuch a commen- 
dation had fallen from his mouth; therefore, 
he repeats it here, to fhow, that there is.a root- 
ed love, and fixed efteem of his people in his 
heart; and that when he repeats. the exhortati- 
on; he remembers what he had called her, and 
_ fo repeats alfo the compellation and commendation 
che had given her. This. may, encourage the 
-bride.of Chrift, to lean unto, and rely upon his 
declared and. manifefted love in his word, as 
eine that 38, true and conftant, and may ke 
trufted unto. Much flattery, and many fair 
“words, we may get from men, that common 
udence will not fuffer us to lay weight upon, 
aufe they flow from fome defign, diffimula- 
tion; orinadvertency: but our Lord Jefus Chrift 
ponders every word that he fpeaks to the ad- 
_ Wantage of his bride, and. will-never retract a- 
ny of his words again, on which he has caufed 
ople to hope. Ifa, xi. 6,7, 8. The voice . 
> 


. 
: 


his. 
faid, vit : and he faid, What fhall I.cry? . All flefh 
as grafs, and all the goodline/s thereof is as the flow- 
er of the field. . The grafs withereth, the flower fad- 
cath ;; becaufe the Spirst of the Lord bloweth upon it : 
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Surely the people is graf, The graft withereth, and 
the flower fadeth; but-the word of our God /hall fand 
for ever... Therefore, they may well lean to all 
the expreflions of his love. 

Remark 2, “ That Chrift Jefus is real and _/2- 
“ rious, in feeking the welfare of his people.” 
He doth not make a fafhion of dealing with 
them, for his exoneration; but when they are 
out of the road, in.a dead and difcouraged cafe, 
he follows them with call after call, faying, 
Arye;.and again, Arie, my love, my fair one, and 
gome away, He.is ferious and inftant in defir- 
ing and feeking the good and welfare of his 
church and people... Hence comes his conftant 
affording the means to them, to fet them right 
when. they are wrongs and his fending bis mef- 
Jengers, rifing up early, and fending them, becaufe he 
had compaffion on them, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1. till it 
is faid (iz. of the moft part of the vifible church, 
thus privileged) they mocked his meffengers, de/pif- 
ed his word, and mifufed his prophets, and his wrath 
rofe.againft them, that there was no remedy, ver 16. 
Hence alfo are his: heavy complaints of, and 
lamentations over, people that will not hear 
his repeated calls, Pfal. Ixxxi. 11, 13. My people 
would not bearken to my voice ; and Ifrael would none 
of me.—O. that my people bad hearkened unto me; and 
Yrael had bearkened unto my way! Va, xvliii. 18, O 
that thou hadft hearkened to my commandments! then 
had thy peace been as a river, and thy righteoufne/s 
asthe waves of the fea. ‘Thus Chrift, in the midft 
of his triumph, when all were crying Hosan- 
NA to him, he fella weeping, when he beheld 
Jerufalem, faying, Jf thoy had/f known, even thou, 
at leaf. on this thy. day, the things that belong to thy 
peace; but now they are hid from thine eyes! Luke 
XIX, 41; 42. | | 


“; Remark.3, “ That floth and /ecurity in the peo- 
“ ple of. God, once given way to, is very hard 
* to.cure;.and, when di/couragements and dead- 
“ nefs ave encouraged, it will require call upon 

call, and ftand.a pull, before ever thefe evils 
* can be fhaken, off again.” When the bride 
of Chrift is lying drooping within doors, and 
not.at her work, not in his company, he muft 
call upon her once and again; Arie, my love, my 
Jair one, and come; and again, Rife, my love, my 
farone, and. come.away, before ever he gets an 
anfwer.... When. cruthing difeouragement -is 
given .way to, it will not need another crofs to 
be joined to.it, to make your condition fad; 
for then, though a man would comfort him- 
elf, it will not do; Jeremiah was crufhed, chap. 
vill. 18. When I would comfort my/elf again forrow, 
my. heart.is faint.in me. Difcouraged fouls are 
dike wounded perfons; if you bring a furgeon, 
-and offer to. launce or paunce their wounds, 
they are ready to fall in a fwoon under the 
dturgeon’s hands: and the bonds of fecurity are 
-no lefs.ftrong;.when one has laid himfelf 


6¢ 


¢ 


-down.on.a bed.of fecurity, then you may cry, 


How long wilt thou -fleep, 0 SJluggard? when wilt 


thou arie out of thy fleep? Nay, his beft anfwer 
-will be, Yet a hitle fleep, a tittle flumber, a little 


folding of the hands to fleep, Prov.vi. 10, And of 
all fecurity, that is the ftrongeft which is the 


product of difcouragements: he that is fallen 


afleep'in the bofom of an idol, when God blafts 
that idol, he may fee his folly, and creep to 
his, feet: again: .but he that is fallen afleep in 
difcouragements, whatever providences or or- 
dinances and orders. come to call him to rife, 
and even though he eflay to get up to his feet, 
difcouragement knocks him down again, and 

crufhes 
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crufhes all endeavours and refolutions in the. 


bud: difcouragement tells him, that all will 
be to no purpofe. So that rhefe evils, given 
way to, are not‘eafily fhaken, off: thefe‘bonds 
ate fot loom broken. en vier a. 

Remark 4. Concerning, the import of the re- 
petition here, 18, “ ‘That Chrift’S love. to’ his 
“ people, and to. their Company, is fo great, 
“ that he will bear with their wntowardne/s, and 
“ carry on his fuit, till he get their confent,” 
If his firft call will not do the turn, he ‘will're- 
new it;_yea, if neither firft nor fecond will do, 
he will triple it. So he does‘here, ver-10,.13, 14. 
O-my dove, that art in the clefts of the’rock, in the 
Secret places. of the frairs, let me fee thy’ ‘countenance, 
et ne bear thy. voice; for fweet 18 thy voice, and thy 
countenance is comely. He'will’ follow, his‘ bride 
till he“bring ‘her to himfelf, and“make her 
claim her relation to him, and the old’ kind- 
nefs, faying; My Beloved is mine, and I am his ; T 
am my Beloved’s, and my Beloved is mine, Song. ii. 
16. vi. 3. O'Sirs! if we fhould get our: will, 
every outcaft between’ Chrift and us would be 
an everlafting difcord, and irreparable breach; 
every fit of darknefs and difeouragement, that 
Wwetake, would fink us to the pit: but, glory 
to’ him, his love to us will “not let him quit 
us fo. If fecurity be indulged by his people, he 
will not’ only follow them by repeated ‘calls, 
as here he. does, but he will pluck them out 
of the burning, faying, Js not this a brand plucked 
out of the fire? Zech. iu. 2. "He will famifh all the 
gods of the earth, and make mén wor/hip every one 
from his place, Zeph. i. 11. ‘He will bring his 


people into’ the wilderng/s, and there [peak into their ° 


hearts, Hof, ii..14. -You*have a notable ‘word 
to churches and faints, that we fhould*pray 
‘may be made out to both‘as they need; “Ezek, 
Xx.. 32,—37. Ye have faid, You'will be as ‘the’ hea- 
then, to ferve wood.and flone; but that whith-cometh 
into your mind fhail not beat all. —T will bring you 
into the wilderne/s of the people, and there will I plead 
awith you face to face. — I will caufe you to paft under 
the rod, and bring you into the’ bond of the covenant. 
As if he had faid, “‘ You fhall not get leave to 
“ make the apoftafy you would gladly make; 
“ Twill pluck you out of the burning, and re- 
“claim you.” ' Again, as he thus deals with 
his church and children when in fecurity; fo 
when under difcouragements fhe is faying; La- 
bour. not to comfort me, I will weep bitterly, Ma. 
xxii. 4, and as itis, Pfal-Ixxvii. 2. My foul refujed 
‘to be comforted; it is even then in his‘ heart-to 
make out that word, Zech. iv. to. De/pi/e not 
the day of fmall things, for they fhall rejoice ; tre un- 


dertakes that they willrejoice:though;through - 


“unbelief, they may be ready-to caft out them- 
felves as*cafaways; and though men tod ‘may 
prefume to caft them out with a profane abufe 
‘of God’s name, faying, Let the Lord be glorified; 
yet he will appear’ to their joy, and their perfecut- 
‘ors /hall be afbamed, Va, lxvis 5. sroKN 


"Remark 5. From the repetition of the call here, 
-is, “ That thete is enough in Chrift’s compa- 
“* ny to invite fouls to get up and follow :him.” 
“Hence this exhortation, begun verfe ‘roth, is 

now fubjoined to the former motives; {howing, 
“there is a {weet {pring he brings with him, to 
“be enjoyed by them that will rife up and come 
“away with him: “Any other condition, com- 
pared with that of being in his company, is. 

like a perfon drooping within doors, compar- 
‘ed with being abroad in the open field, or in 
: gardens among fweet fmelling flowers. There 
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is enough in Chrift’s company; to out-bid: all 
the vanities of time. Saul faid to his fervaits, 
Can’ the fon of “Feffe give every one of you' Fields and 
vineyards? Will he make you captains of thonfands, 
captains of bundreds?*1 Sam. ¥xii, 7. What ¢an 
this world! give you, in ‘comparifon “of ‘that 
which is to fe ‘hia ‘in the c6mpany of Chrift? . 
The light of his-countenance‘is: preferable-to 
allthings elfe, and will give'you a mote'glad 
heart than the’ world can have, when their torn 
Gand ‘noine inerédfeth, Plal. ivs'6, 7 Inchim' there 
is-enough) not only to make up'all waritss but 
alfo to comfort againft all Yorrows: aidiink of 
the® blood of this Vine willmake'a' mai}\ that 
has'a heavy héart,to’ forget his poverty, and ¥e 
ghember his nifery no more, Prov! xxxiv6, 7) 2h"! 
O° Remark 6. *°That Opportiinities of enjoying — 
“"Chrift's’ company, ‘anid! of 4! time L6f love, 
“( fhotild Ses ait And therefore; when 


orerg nc. 


with afad after-game/ |) (6 siogcl oni 
Remark 7. “ That ourLord Jefas Chrift wants 
“that his people fhould havea full feaf-of love, 
“°and ‘a comfortable enjoyment of him.”\°His 
heart is much fet upon this; and therefore he 
calls themi again and again’ to: rife and come 
away with him;and thare'of the precious fruits 
of ‘his ‘purchafe, ‘to enjoy’’the benefits of ‘the 
{pring ‘that he ‘has brought with ‘him, and°to 
rejdicé in his goodnefs, and‘in the fai weather 
that his prefericé: makes. Its: unbelief that 
makes the-chureh to figh andfob, when heis 
calling her'to fing: this was’ the faultof ‘Zion, 


ror 


faying, Sing, O beawenss and ibe’ joyful, O earth; 
and break forth into finging, O niountains: for I the 
Lord hath comforted bis people, and will-have tnerey 


‘on bis afféted: buat inftead ' of that, ‘Zion: faid, 


The ‘Lord has fotfaken me, my Lora hath forgottehime. 
We fhould {hake off the rags 6f difcouragement 


‘and drooping,’ when ‘the 'Lord*calls ‘us:to put 


on our beautiful: garments: for, as it is, Neh. 


“viii. ‘10. The joy of the Lord as your firength,. And 


‘it isa great fin, when Chriftis kind, and when 
his gracious returns makes winters to evanith, 


-and the fpring'toreturn, not’ to: ftudy encou- 
-ragement and chearfulnefs; in ‘joining ‘com- 


pany with him at-his repeated calls; drife;'my 

love, my fair one, and come awayy\ >. 2, 
Remark 8, “ That it isa plea/ure and delightta 

“ our Lord Jefus Chrift to have his people with - 

“ him, feeding acid tes Sineretpol the provifion. 

/ 8: hes" 
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“he has made for them.” ' ‘And this pleafare 
dnd delight’ he fhows, both bythe tépeating of 
this’ call, ahd the repeatin iP{h this matiners 
he does not bid her rift ‘and’vo, ‘4nd be refrethed, 
with the pring s uit ra en é aubiay with Me: 
When ‘he-feafts His’ people} ‘he’featts himfelf 
alfo with them, “Song’v 1:7 gin! come’ to my gar-’ 
den,* my fifter; ‘my [poitfe; T have’ gathered my myrrh S 
PE bicoe baten' thy boney-comb with my honey’ Tay 
"drank my wine with my milk? eat,’ OPritnds: drink, 
ink-‘abundantly, O'béloded® “And this Soh 


yea, ar 
vii. from verfé ‘rith? when He wd‘ the bride’ 
soe Out’ t6 the village! “and to'the vineyards, to’ 

wthevines floui/bing; and thie teter grapes; Re? 
it is'a feat Laid up by ber for her Belovell. He loves’ 
then't6 go along with thei, and to feaft them 
did himself both’; * anid’ therefore“importunes 
them’ t6-20 along’ with ‘him)' Rie} my love, ‘nip 
fair one, and come aby, ("1572 TTFOND bas nok 


hipgoacd Lid bist ayaa 


V..,The fh thing propofed was,"To' deduce 
forme inferences for the-apphcatién OF the fubject. 
“Is it'fo that the repeated call, did Yenewed invita? 
tit of wi? Lord Fefits Obr if to bis donfy tana di/confow 
late bride and people, whom he names bis Love, and 
his FAIR ONE, 19 thal they RISE and COME AWAY 
Sar erie ACC ee, en ee ee TODS 
“4. Thatho change’ of frome ov coitthfion in God's! 
people; and no‘change of his déaling with thei 
ean alter the ftate of then pérforls before Tim. 
Whatever he has to fay ‘to them;‘and whatever 
he does 't6 them, they’are ftill his Jove and his: 
fair one; whatever be between hith and his bride;' 
he fpeaks ‘always’in relative and ‘affectionate’ 
terms, My love, ‘my jifer, my Ypoufe," in Leveral’ 
platés throtigh this Song.” Yea, thus’he fpeaks' 
to hér when ‘fhe is fallen afléép; ‘and ready 40 
hold‘himvout; whe he calls-to be let in, Song’ 
v. 2,3. "Why this? Evén‘becaiife he is 'arf‘whn- 
changeable’ Gods* 2am thé Lord, I change ‘not; 
therefore the Jonsof Facob aré not confunied, Mal.tii:6.! 
And ‘a8*he ‘is unchangeable, \fo the marriage 


relation between him and her‘ts indiffolvableée: 


notwithftanding the has’ many faults that-de-+ 
ferve réproof ‘and ‘correction, and ‘though fhe 
meet with them both: ‘let this, therefore, bé‘a' 
cordial tothe children‘of God, amidft the va- 
rious lots and changés that timé produces with 
in you,’ ‘or without you;! that fothing fhall be’ 
able to feparate from his love: the faith of this’ 
would Keep all faft'in' the ereatef form, 21" 
‘And ig the ftill his Jove and hi8‘fair one’? Why 
does fhe; through unbelief, daily lofe the faith’ 
of her réconciled ftate, upon ‘every change Of 
her condition and frame? This is-a-great fault: 
among ‘believers.' ‘Though real’ guilt fhould 
found’ a quarrel between God atid a fainty 
faults are-things tobe repented’of-and amend- 
ed; they are things that may and will be. re- 
proved; and’chaftened’ of God: but ftill the 
relation ftands} and faith fhould keep faft hold 
of it, “faying, “My Beloved" is” mine,’ dnd T-am'shis. 
‘For, where the faith Of this relation’is caft Toofe; 
upon falling into fatiles; and'fedling of changes 
inGod’sway of dealing, theréproofs that fhould 
fall upén our corrtiption, to Coffe that; “do 
light up6n‘our grace; to weaken'it.: We ferve 
Satan's défign, whén'we fall arazing the fotin- 
dation 6f our ftates’ while) inftead:of that;“we 
fhould’ be ‘moutiHing over our faultsy anda 
miendin¢ them: whereas when we'tam per with 


| the fotindation,, and atthe ‘fatne: timesfalla 


mending? ‘our faults, we put away that which 
fhould fortify-us; and encotirage tis to aniend 
V-0-£,-I. 
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them;*“for, though’ God fays, There is hope in 
Trac! cohcerning thist bing; yet unbelief fays} There 
2s. Ha’ ‘hope ; ‘all is gone,thé: foundation ‘is ‘fapt: 
thett’corruptioh is fren sthenéd; grace is weak- 
éned, Whilé’the faith Of this‘relationis dathed? 
. '2,“Heénce fee, thatia fecure, /lecpy, and up-/itten: 
cafe i the people -of'God, is very oppolite to 
his wl and their wel!) Chriftis-at vaft pains, 
by his édHs, to brings then out of that cafe, 
which ténds fo much'to reproach’ Chrif and-re= 
hgion: it fays, ‘in effect, ‘that his) confolations' 
aré fmallthat-his'diowances' Fre Tittle worth + 
it fays} that’ he'is a’ barren willlerne/s;‘and'a land 
of darknels, Jer. ii. 31. Which makes us fay, as 
inthe following ~words?'We' are lords, we ‘will 
come no more unto thee. BY this upfitter cafe; pro- 
feflors’bring'a reproach apon themfelves> They 
weré fometimeontheir feetand alive; and now 
it'‘May ‘be fiid ‘to theft; Where %s “tbe bleffedne/s 
pot [peak df?’ Gal. ivi: r§. “Where is the fweetnefs: 
you faid’ yow found im the Lord’s way?! Where 
18 the Sain Of godlihefs;you madé 4 sréat ndife’ 
about? Yow wid! run well; who bindéred you;' that 
jou fhould'not obey the truih?’ Theybrin ga reprowel’ 
on thenifelves; that*have been active and dili- 
gent; and now are loitering. °‘The children‘of: 
God ‘cannot expect *to, profper ‘in ‘ftich an up- 
fitteni way 3 God will hedge up pour way? with 
thorns, ‘that you Pall not find their path; Hof, i. 6. 
It #s'the meiey of God’s people, that'they thall: 
not profperin a‘way of hardening themfelves 
againit God/and his‘wotd and rod.’ “Meantime; 
theirfecurity ftands inthe ‘way of many mer 
ciés, which otherwife they might enjoy: while! 
they do ot rife; and come! away,’ they lofe thé 
benefit of the fpring-time'of eofpel ordinances) 

ie) and’they are not aware ;-he 
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places of the fairs, is yet invited to come forth 
and fhow herfelf: however black and vile fhe 
is in herfelf, and in her own eyes,and however 
ill fet in her mind againft the call, yet fhe is 
encouraged with an QO my dove, and here with 
an O my love, my fair one; rife, and come,away. O 
fee and admire his wonderful condefcenfion 
defigned to conquer you! a tisap-3$ 
4. Hence fee, that the children of grace have 
good reafon: to Jean unto and rely upon the words 
of grace, that proceed out of Chriit’s mouth ; 
and to depend.upon the expreflions of his love. 
and efteem, feeing he never takes back his 
word, but repeats it: and as he repeats thefe, 
~ commendations frequently, fo we fhould think 
and ruminate upon them frequently. He {pares 
not to call her his /ove, and his fazr one ;.Q Sirs, 
we fhould not {pare to think upon that, fo as 
thereby to be led, not only to admire his con- 
defcenfion, and wonder at his efteem of them 
who are nothing, yea, lefs and worfe than no- 
thing; but alfo to be comforted and confirmed 
in the faith of it. He. that knows. all things, 
knows what we are in ourfelves, even vile trea- 
cherous ones, that have played the harlot. with 
many lovers; yet he that knows all things, knows 
what -wearein him, and in his love and efteem, 
that courts us back again to him, not with a 
fingle word only, faying, Return, for I am mar- 
ried unto you; but with fo many repeated calls, 
Return, return, O Shulamite ; return, return; with fo 
many expreflions of his loving-kindnefs, . Ri/e, 
my love, my fair one, and come away. Q! could we 
read the kindnefs of his heart in the kind re- 
petition of his words, our hearts would be 
catched with his loving-kindnefs !. : 
5. Hence fee ground to ju/lify God when. mat- 
ters go not well with his church: and :people, 
and when he feems not.to deal kindly, but fe- 
verely with them: furely he takes no delight 
in ftriking them; the f{trokes are forced from 
him, by here flighting his kindnefs, who feeks 
fo earneftly the profperity and welfare of his 
eople. He fometimes faysof the vifiblechurch, 
What could I have done more to my vineyard? Wa. v.- 
3, 4. His outward pains with them, and his 
repeated calls to them tocometohim, will not 
only juftify him, but fhow that their deftruction 
is of themfelves, Hof. xili. 9. O J/rael, thou haft 
deftroyed thyfelf; and that, therefore, inftead of 
murmuring and quarrelling him and his pro- 
, vidence, when fad things befal us, we fhould 
mourn over-ourfelves and our provocations : 
and it may aggravate our forrow, that.we have 
not him. and his kindnefs to blame, but our 
own rebellion againft his kind calls and invi- 
tations; for he may juftly fay to us, as he did, 
Matth. xxiii: 37. O Jerufalem, Ferufalem, thou that 
killeft the prophets, and foneft them which are fent un- 
to thee, how. often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under. 
her wings,.and ye would not! Many calls has God 
given.to the profeflors of Scotland, and  parti- 
cularly to fome that feem eminent profeffors; 
by fome of his fenvants; and for which of thefe; 
may it not be faid, do they now ftone them 
with flanders, and kill themin their offices and 
characters?: But who knows what defolation 
will be the iffue? Behold your houfe is left unto you 
defolate... But withal, feeing Chrift is fo .inftant 
and ferious in feeking again and again the 
welfare of his people, how fhould this encou- 
rage and excite them to be ferious and inftant 
in promoting the fame defign?. You that are 
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ferious, either.in: praying for,the peace of Je- 
rufalem, or for your own true-welfare, youmay . 
be encouraged herein from this, that you: have 
one joining with.you, that isferiousand inftant 
in. promoting the fame defign with you; for, 
would you have a character of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift?: Heis one that takes pleafure in the profperity 
of bis fervants, Pfal, xxxv. 27. more than you can 
take; and he taking pleafure in it, will promote 
that defign in which you.take part with him; 
yea, our Lord takes pleafure im bis people, Pfalm 
cxlix. 4. And what follows?:,He will beautify the 
meck with falvation: he will make it vifible and 
evident, in fome.adorning proofs of his. love-to 
them, that carryon the fame defign with him. 
We have reafon,then to juftify him when he 
ftrikes, becaufe his heavieft rod comes.to refent: 
our flighting of his kindnedfs ; and we have rea- 
fon and encouragement to plead for his. pity — 
and favour, becaufe this is what he takes plea- 
fureto fhow. .. ¥. OPEL tah 

6, Hence fee.what great need the children 
of God have to take care..how.they,;draw on 
upon themfelves the bonds of /ecurzty or .difcou- 
ragement, {eeing nothing but Chrift’s word of 
power repeated.can break thefe bands of death 
and diforder. Little do God’s people confider, 
that, when they give way..to thefe evils, they 
not only fin againft God, but make chains. for 
their own néck,.and fetters for their own feet, 
that will not be got eafily broken. »Yea, God . 
may give up his people.totake their fill of car- 
nal fecurity, when they.give:way.to-it, and to 
difcouragements;..to try that.trade which they 
have chofen;.and.though no judicial plague 
be inflicted, yet thefe bonds. are. fearful bind- 
ings, and.may-make you go many days with 
a bowed down back. However, let it commend 
the mercy of Chrift to-you, that ever he brake ° 
fuch bonds ;, for it was.not fo great a wonder, 
that the Babylonith captivity came toa period, 
that the captives of the mighty fhould be taken away, 
and the prey.of the.terrable_fhould be delivered; Va. 
xlvi..24, 25. as to fee the bands of fecurity and 
difcouragement broken. off, and.to fee the weak 
hand ftrengthened, and the feeble kuce confirmed, a. 
xxxv. 3, O how fhould.it,be looked.on as a 
matchlefs mercy, when, as the Lord plucked. 
Lot out of Sodom, he plucks any poor foul out 
of the bands of fecurity,; out of the pit, the hore 
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and come away!) «iP Soeers® hee noi Tr 
7. Hence fee, if Chrift thus follows;his people 
with call upon, call, till he: gettheir confent ; 
as we would beware of abufing this, by lying 
by. (without firring-up ourfelves. to take bold of him, 
as the word is,'Ha; ixiv. .7. by neglecting the 
means, the word, facrament, and pa till 
he\prevail with, us, whether .we will or not; 
for, this.is to-abufe his goodnefs, that fhould 
lead us to lay, hold upon him ;. fo it may teach 
the Lord’s people the folly of their wandering : 
for, feeing-he will reclaim them from their | 
wandering, it is furely great. folly, to fit his 
fummons that he is giving them, to rife and 
come away; becaufe, by fitting his fummons, 
they lay a foundation for..more forrow than 
yet has befallen them, before he bring them - 
back again; for, their jorrow hall be multiplied 
while they follow after.other gods; and multiplied 
more and more, till they be willingly difpofed 
par 4) tr to 
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to return to their firft Hutband : -yea, they may 
come to fee, what.an evil and a bitter thing 
their -apoftafy was, when he. recovers them. 
And, indeed, we may fay, O how greatis the 
’ mercy fhowed:to them in whofe hands apofta- 
fy;thrives not!..O what.a proof of love is in 
thar, when, though they walk on frewardly in 
the ways of their own beart, notwithftanding his 
being wroth,.and fmiting,and hiding himfelf; 
yet be fees their ways and heals them! O.\ is there 
not here fome encouraging ground of hope of 
recovery out of a cafe that is hopelefs in, itfelf; 
that when you are laid by, he has not done 
with you; and that, like Rachel weeping for ber 
children, and, refufmg to be comforted, becaufe they 
were not, fhe fhall come againfrom the land of her 
éaptevity ; and. there is bope.am ber.end! Jer. Xxx. 
15,16, 17-..O what encouragement is in this, 
hie irrecoverable conditions,may be recover- 
ed, and helplefs cafes helped by him! O how 
fhould it endear Chrift tous, and how fhould 
his.kindnefs be magnified, that bears thus with 
the untowardnefs. of his.people, and will not 
leave off dealing with them, till he get their 
confent, but wall help felf-deftroyers, faying, 
In me is thy belp!Though’thou hait been doing 
all thou. canft to. undo thyfelf; yet I will not 
fuffer thee thus to ruin thyfelf:..Come, :come, 
then; Rie my love, my fair one, and come away. 

. 8: Hencefee (omitting many other inferen- 
ces,) that our Lord Jefus allows no objections to 
be made againft his calls and invitations, and 
will.admit no excu/é, nor will accept of any re- 


JSufalat. the hands either of finners or faints, _ 


whom he comes to court this day: he will be 
fo.far from allowing any objection, admitting 
any excufe, or accepting of any refufals of his 
repeated calls and renewed inyitations, that the 
final refufer and rejecter,thereof) fhall :perith ; 
for, be that beheves.not, fhall be damned: he that 
now calls, faying, Come to me, and be bleffed; fhall 
fay tothe refufers, Depart from me, ye-curfed ; and 
wall frown them down tothe pit of perdition, 
and frown upon.them for ever!. But the day 
of judgment is not yet, it is to come; the day 
of grace is prefent, wherein the voice of the 
turtle is heard in our land; and that voice is 
faying, Come, come; Rife my love, my fair one, and 
come away... 3 bods 

Let me, therefore, before I clofe, urge this 
exhortation upon finners and faints. .. . ; 

if, Upon /finners, who never yet came to-our 
Beloved, to be joined in marriage with this 
wonderful match, but have fitten all the nu- 
merous. calls and offers of his love and grace to 
this day, and remain at a total diftance from 
Chrift, and never rofe upto come.at his call. 
To you I would fay, what |God. fays, Eph. v. 
14« Awake, thou that fleepeft; arife from the dead, and 
Chrift {hall give thee ight. For motives to.excite 
your compliance, know and. confider, 
_ 4. You are certainly fleeping.in the arms of 
fome idol or other; Your hearts are going out after 
your lovers, and you forget me, faith the Lord, Hof. 
il. 13, You are furely married to fomething 
elfe: either to the world, to fin, or Satan. And, 
alas! it is.a-black bargain, to be married to 
the devil, the god of this world, that is ‘bewitch- 
ing you with the lufts.of the world! \He is a 
black hufband.for you. You cannot live in 
this world, .without being -wedded.to fome 
thing.or,; other. . -But,= inv of) 00 yortes 
2+ Confider, a King from heaven makes fuit 
for.your love; agreat King, who has upon his 
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veflure and thigh a name written, Kina of kings, 
and Lorp of lords; even the Aing of glory, the 
Lord of glory, Pfal. xxiv. 10. He is pleading with 
you to rife up, and come away, and match 
with him whois the Lord of life. + 

3. Confider, that if you keep at a diftance 
from him, you fhall die 2» your fins; for, you are 
not only dead inlaw, but dying finners, ready 
to die the fecond death; your damnation jis e- 
very day nearer and nearer! the fentence of 
death is already paft by the law; Ze that believ- 
eth not.as condemned already. 

4. Confider, that there is ie. to be had in 
Chrift; the life of: grace here, and.of glory 
hereafter: it is all in him to be communicated 
todead finners;,and even dead finners are cal- 
led to rife out of their graves, as Lazarus, and 
come away to;Chrift. Itis noabfurdity totell 
you, that the God who guickens the dead calls 
you, to.rife out of that dead ftate, and come to 
him, that complains on finners, faying, Ye will 
not-come tome, that ye might have life. He that calls 
you can make the.call effectual; afid we order 
you to.come at his.call, and rife at his com- 
mand.» It is neceflary you believe that it is God 
who calls you, faying, Look unto me, and be faved, 
for I am.God; and, that it is Chrift who invites 
you, faying, lam the refurrection and the hfe; he 
that believeth in me,.though be.were dead, yet hall 
be live. .Some have been quickened with fuch 
a word as that, Zbe Maffer is come, and calls for 
you: the Mafter:calls you, the Lord of life calls 

ou. 7 . 

< 5. Confider, that though this may be the 4f 
call you fhall get, yet it 1s not the fr# you have 
got; he has.called you again and again: and 
to fhow his good-will tomen onthe earth, and 
his good-will.to the worft of finners in this 
company, the repetition of the text is:another 
call to you ;);/he.is renewing, his-calls, that you 
may. believe... allude to: that. word, Exod. iv. 
8..where it is faid, Jf they. well not beheve thee, 
neither bearken to the vouce of the firft fign; they will 
believe the voice of the latter fign. Well, if you 
have not come at the voice of the firft; then 
will you come. at.the voice.of the latter call? 
He is renewing his call to back/idimg finners ; 
Return, O backfliding children; for Iam married unto 
you, Jer. iii. 12. To the fraymg finner, that has 
played the barlot wth many lovers, ver. 1...To the 
moft polluted finner, whofe fins are of a deep 
dye, as /carlet and crimfou, Wa.i. 18. To the eldeft 
finner here, to whom he may be faying, Forty 
year's long have I been grieved with you in this gene- 
ration; yet now, to-day, if you will hear bis voice, 
harden not your bearts. God has dealt with fome 
here. it may be twenty, thirty, forty, and. it 
may be fixty years; and you have one offer 
more, and. then it may be the door of mercy 
may befhut. Therefore, take this caution, be- 
caufe Chrift continues to.call, take heed you.do 
not continue torefufe; renewed calls are doubl- 
ed mercies, but renewed refufals are tripled 
fins. It is dangerous, if Chriftfhould pafs by 
you, without giving you a call; but itis more 
dangerous if you pafs by .him, and refufe his 
call, when he comes to give and renew it. Take 
heed alfo of this, that becaufe you have enjoy- 
ed many offers, beware of prefuming you fhall 
have more. Chrift has faid to fome,. How often 
would [have gathered you, to fhare of my boun- 
ties, and you would not? Sut now they are bid 


rom your eyes. ~ ps = 
- 6. Confider, that Chrift’s calls to you.admit 
of 
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of no excufe, drawn’either from your’ prefent 
citcumftances, Or the prefent times. ° sii 
TT.) As to'lyour*prefent circumftances.. Tf arty 
finner here, ‘that never came'to Chrift before, 
underftand their ‘prefent circumftances ‘that 
they ‘ate’ into, namely,-That they are without 
God; and without-Chri?, andone and wnconvert- 
éd; it is poffible they may ‘think this call’can* 
jot'be to them; becaufe the tenor of ‘it is, Rye, 
ity love, my fair one, and come ‘away: and how'can 
thefe titles be given to fuch'as cannot be’nam- 
ed, either bis fyve, or his fair‘one? “and therefore, 
the' call cannot be to me. To this it might be 
réplied,’ Though this call be properly to behev- 
érsand converted ones, that are married to Chrift, 
to°return’ to their Hufband, Chrift Jefus; yet 
Ponidere. set ada nishlyt sabia 
¢2.) That'as Chrift may be called, and’is' real 
ly the Head and Husband of the vifible church, that 
‘are by profeffion and fcederally ‘married unto 
him; ‘which’ relation’ Chrift ‘frequently owns, 
as Jér. i11.; fpeaks of their departure from him, 
to other lovers; 4s’a'real adultery; which de- 
clares a‘real marriage between him and them, 
even though moftorthem' were never faving* 
ly united’ to Chrift ;“fo, when’ God is pleafed 
to ‘6wrr the relation, and ‘not to put a bill of 
divorce inté their hands; he may -{péeak'to them 
lovingly in the'terms that are unfuitable to that 
relation: for, though thefe terms, My /ove; my 
fair one, are unfuitable to themas they are vile 
harhis, committing adultery with other lovers 
yet they may be fuitably applied to them, as 
they are ‘his bride, efpecially when he is court- 
ing them back to ‘him, faying,’ Return, for I 
am married ‘unto you, though ‘you have'fcattered your 
ways to-ftrangers, under every green tree, and' have 
‘not obeyed my voice, faith the Lord: ‘return, O-back- 
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be called'as to their ‘married relation, ‘or as the 
bride of Chrift, that in this refpect is Ais love, 
and his fair and /potle/s one: hence he is faid,'to 
behold no iniquity in Facob, nor perverfene/s in Trael, 
Num. xxii. 21.; and yet it was their character, 
a ftif-necked’and rebellious people, as their fathers 
had‘been: » God, ‘as a loving hufband, will fee 
no faults in his bride; but overlooks them, and 
courts her with a Rife up, my love, my fair one} 
and cone away? fOnW O04 a 

~(2.) Though ‘you cannot ‘be-called his dove, 
and ‘bis fair one; while, and as you are in a'ftate 
of ‘black’ nature and“ unregeneracy ; yet God 
has two glafles through which he looks tofin- 
ners; the’ one -is ‘his aw-gla/t ; and in that 
he'féés them to be what they are in themfelves, 
Tranfs'réfor's-from the womb, and-calls ‘them’ child- 
ren'of difobedience, and children of wrath. The o- 
ther 48 “a! go/pel-gla/s ; that is, the ‘glafs:of his 
Own grace and goodnefs through Jefus Chri; 
in which he fees you to be what you are, in 
his ‘prefent defire and defign ‘by this‘call; .and 
calls you by what‘he wills you to be, even his 
love, and his fair one. They are titles of ferious 
courtfhip, fhowing’ both ‘what you /hould- be, 
nainely,’ his Jovers and his beauties; and “what 
you /hall be; if you-be brought to take with 
thefe titles, and fo believe his love and kind- 
nefs therein, andbe drawn with thefe cords of 
love. What was his purpofe from eternity; is 
none of your immediate concern, till once you 
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fall in with his réevéaled will,’ and preféne'de- 
fign, in courting ‘you in thefe kindly terms.He 
is not flattering you with fair words, nor needs © 
he, but is in good earneft calling you to him, 
as death and*judgment will be’ in good earneéft 
fhortly with you; and if-you cannot take with 
fuch kindly ‘calls and invitations, nor believé 
bis good-will towards’ men on ‘earth, and towards 
you in particular; but*remain ‘an ‘enemy‘to 
him, becaufe you look upon himi'as an’enemy 
to you; ‘your ruin will be of'yourfelf, anid ‘of 
your own enmity and unbélief? ‘But if you 
can hear him faying/even to'you in particular, 
Rife, my ‘love, my fair one, and’ come away, ‘and 
wonder at fuch kindly words of God t6°fuch 
a pollutéd creature’as you} for this ‘is ‘not the — 
manner ‘of men; ‘but the ‘manner“of God, ‘to 
catch the hearts of rebels with’ kindnéfs;'and 
if your heart be touched, and taken,’and drawn 
towards him, whofe ‘name’ is’ Wonderful,‘and 
that by the means ‘of fuch love-cords; then you 
may come to: fee there was nééd of fuch ftrong 
expreffions' of love’and ‘efteem Of you; to’ pain 
your love and efteemof him and’ may comé 
to fee alfo, by falling in with his promife, de: 
fire, and defign, ‘by ‘this ‘call, what' was his é 
ternal purpofe before the “werld began’; for 
now, being drawn by this cord’6f love, the de- 
cree is declared, ‘Jér. xxxi“3."P'Dave boveil thee 
with an everlafting love, therefore »with loving-kind- 
nefrtorll Pdraw thee: ® 8G S, VIOL WO JE a 
' ‘Heallows,’ therefore; no foul heré to’object 
againtt his call, from their prefert circumftan- 
ces; as if they’ were’ exhided P56 thefe titles). 
My love, my fair one, rife and come“away ; for even 
in thefe terms heicalls ‘all'and ‘every one} ‘and 
you in particular; that cannot think them ap- 
plicable to you,’ tharare fo vile and black like 
hell's? Fo'yow, O° man; doT call? and my voice isto 
the fons of men. If T'{hould'defizn you' by the 
name you deferve; and‘ by’ no’ other’ name; 
I would frighten’ you"away” from’ mé; ‘but’ ~ 
invite you by names'that fhow ‘my love to you; 
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do not become you to have, ‘yet they become 
Me tO give, in'‘fovereign favour to-you ;' there- 
fore, let them allure: you, Rie then; my. love; 
my fair one, and come away. Make no objections; 
therefore; from’ your prefent ftaté and Circim- 
{tances ; nor “yet; MiG 2 foi Mo ee) Ft ~ ih eae te 
1 '[2.] From the preent time: -Tfany finner here 
fays, ‘This is not the fi time} derthém remem- 
ber, the call here is in thé prefenftime; Ri/e, my 
love: this is the call of ‘Chriftfrom heaven to 
you to-day’; remember, therefore,’ that évety 
moment’s delay to' come 'to Chrit, is an: affront 
doné ‘to him, as/if his ¢all-was'not to'bé re- 
garded, nor his ‘company ‘worth: your while. 
Remember alfo,‘that every moment’s delay of. 
coming to’ him; makes you -the more-aife C3 
come’; ‘therefore; 'it is that thé’eall/ig"here 're- 
peated) Rife; rife come away; dome aways WHh 
imports hafte. \ Delays here are ‘the moft dant 
gerous ‘delays ; -for*nore* knows what & day 
may bring forth: life is pofting away,’ time is 


running, death and judgment are hafting-on; 
eternity is at the door; the prefent feafon is the’ 
gofpel {pring-time, the winter is! patt; the le- 
gal ‘difpenfation over, Chriftis come and away 


again, but he has fent his Spitit'to. call you to 


come after him : the voiceéf the frtle is heard! 
now is the time? all impediments aré rémov- 
ed; the way is pavedjthélaw,and juttice, ‘and 

holinefs 
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holinefs af God ate fatisfied, by the doing and. 
dying of him that-.now calls you to.rife. O fin-. 
ners, come.to.a Saviour; rife and; come, for 
he calls you::though you were the vilett fin- 
ner on earth, if he calls you, even: you his-love, 
and is fai one, he calls younothing but what 
he will inftantly make you to be, whenever 
your heart liftens to. his call, and comes. a- 
way, to him: you fhallno fooner have a ‘heart 
to rife and come to him, but that moment.you: 
are his love. and bis fam; one, though ‘you-was.as. 
black-as hell before:; he is the-God that guick- 
the dead, and.calls things that are-not,.as though 
they were, Rom. iv. 17...And he-has:no more a: 
do to make you his Jove-and jis jfair one, but to: 
call you;fo:, J wall call them my people, that. are not’ 
ny people; and, eri sada that was oe 
N: XL. 25.|. Therefore, give way to theword\ 

of Goud and, at be. a word of-power; let 
him call you. zs :/ove and his fair one, and. wel- 
come; his Chane of names,|;his powerful call, 
can foon rifle hell,..and -herry. the. deévil’s ineft,. 


and.make it.a,holy temple for himfelf,... And, 


now, if your heartand foul gives way tothefe: 
alluring names ‘and. defignations, with. an 
“ Even fo be it, Lords let me ‘be thy love and: 
“ fair one, according to thy. word;”then I am: 
fure your heart will give way-alfo to. his ex- 
hortations, that accompany thefe {weet names,: 
Arife,..and come away. .. YOu will not be able to. 
refift his love; but be ready to refign yourfelf 
to it, faying, “Lord, feeing fuch love and grace 
“towards the moft unlovely come wholly of 
“ thyfelf, the power.alfo is wholly thine; 
“ therefore, Lord, Draw me, and-I will run’; raife 
“< me, and Iwill rife; belp me, and Iwill come away.” 
W. ell, if even in this way he makes you wil- 
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ling, he makes you welcome sd; for, Him thati God 


comet me, fays Chritt, J wall an no wiy/éscap out. 
.. 2d, 1 come now to. urge this.call upon fats; 
that have fome time a day been raifed. and 
quickened by.the voice of Chrift, and the grace 
ef the gofpel; but now are\fallen under. fect- 
rity or difcouragements, by .reafon of fome 
weary. winters that have paft-over them, and 
fome nipping ftorms of fad difpenfations with- 
‘out, and deadnefs and carnality within, that 
have broughton a dreadful.decay; fo.as they 
are not what they. have been, ‘either as) to:the 
lively exercife of grace, or the lovely diligence 
of duty, that fome time formerly. took place: 
How is your gold become dim, and your moft fine gold 
changed! Your cafe, now it is like, is a’ weary 
cafe, a winter cafe, a withered cafe, fo as you 
~ are quite laid by; that you cannot rj, but.are 
lying among the pots, and loitering in fecuri- 
ty; well, this. call comes particularly to you, 
poor fouls; and itis the call of your loving 
Pord faying, (Rife, my love, my Saw. one, and come 
away. oS eS a. 
‘He that has formerly called and quickened 
you by fuch a kindly invitation, is now re- 
peating and renewing his.call, that yow may 
renew your old acquaintance with him, and 
regain that communion and fellowthip with 
‘him, which you have been deprived of, fince 
you fellinto fuch a fad and upfitten cafe: his 
repeated calls then to you is, Rife, my love, my 
fair one, and come away. O poor bel 
art in fuch a drooping and languifhing cafe, I 
call you, in his great name, to rife and come 
away to him, and then to his table, In order to 
Psrtnade you to this, confider, . Hf toc! 
eee SUS. FoR remedy your cafe; who'can 
tetVOL,. il. - 
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help you? who can eafé you? but he that fays, 
Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are-heavy laden, 
and Iwill give you ref, Matth. xi. 28. 

2. Confider, that the Jove of Chrift is ftill 
the fame to thee that ever it was. . There is 
ftill the fame love in his heart, whatever frowns 
have been; or are in his difpenfations ; and 
whatever: changes have been in your cafe and 
frame;-yetshe has never changed your name; 
notwithitanding all your faults and follies, 
you are {till Aix ove and bis fair one ; therefore, 
hevcalls you thus, Rie,my love, my fair one, and 
come away. ‘s | 

»3..Confider, that'you are exprefly called by 
your warriage name to’'communion and fellow- 
fhip with him, asshis bride, the Lamb’s wife, 
faying; Return; for.I am married unto jou. It is 
true, there isa general relation between Chrift 
and the wifible church, as he is their Head and 
Hufband,'as I faid above; but this general 
martiage-covenant and relation infers no fav- 
ing benefit'to any, but fuch as make particu- 
lar-application thereof to themfelves,; which is 
done: when God: makes a foul to lay claim to. 
God, as his God‘and Father; or to Chrift, as 
his Head'and Hufband. I nametwo inftances 
of this particular application of that general 
relation, whereby the fpecial relation is con- 
ftitute; one is, Jer. iii. 19. How /hall I put thee 
among the children? &c. God only can anfwer 
the queftion, and he does it in the following 
words, Thou /halt call me my Father, and ‘Shalt not 
turn away from me. Another inftance is,’ Hof. ii. 
16,\And it fhall be at that day, faith the Lord, thou 
foalt call me, 1su13 that is, my Husband; or, as 
it may be read, my Man: O wonderful home- 
ly appropriation of faith here, that makes of 
pman, my Man, my Husband; thou thalt call 
meismr: Tothe-fame purpofe it is faidj in 
the:laft verfe of that fame fecond chapter of 
Hotea, wall fay unto them that were not my people, 
Thou:art my people; and they fball fay; Thou art my 
God. This is ‘oncé' and again ‘faid, by the 
church'in this book of the Song,’ My Beloved is 
mine, and I am his; I am my Béloved’s; and my Be- 
loved 1s mine, Song ii. 16, iii, 6. Now, believer, 
his calling you to rife and come away té him. 
by thatname, My love, my fair one, is a call to 
fellowfhip with him as one married ugto you, 
not only in a general, but in a particular and 
fpecial manner, by your having given your 
heart and hand to him, fome time a day, and 
your having called him by faith yourown God, 
yea, your own Man, your own Husband, your 
own and only Beloved; and now, though you 
have been by a whorith heart, playing the har- 
lot'with other lovers, and laying yourfelf by 
from fellowfhip with him; yet in infinite kind- 
nefs and pity towards you, he wants you to 
return to your firft Husband, for then it was better 
with you, than fince you left his company. 

4. Confider, that our Lord Jefus is infant and 


earnef in fhowing himfelf to be fo; not only 


by repeating and renewing his call, but alfo 
urging and prefling it with-the ftrongeft mo- 
tivesand arguments, drawn from the {weetnefs 
of the feafon, that he brings along with him, 
when he comes to court you back to him: fee 
thefe from the tenth verfe of this chapter where 
the text is; and they are every way fuited to 
the remedying of your fad circumftances. And, 

‘(1/) Are-you a frighted bride, that has been 
terrified with the dangers of the difmal win- 
ters that have gone over your head? bie a. 
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hold; he brings /afety with him, faying, Lo! the 
winter is paft, therain-isoverand gone ;.therefore, 
Rife, my love, my fair one,) and come away. 

(2.) Are.you a black bride, all deformed and 
withered? Then, behold! he bringsdeauty with 
him; therefore, he fays,' The flowersiappear on 
the earth: the flourifhing beauty of holinefs 
comes along with him when he comes; there- 
fore, Rife,my love, my fair-one, and come away. 

(3.) Are. you a dejected and down-caft bride, 
funk in the depths of melancholly?! Behold! 


he brings joy and melodious mufic with: him; 
therefore it follows, The time of the finging of birds, 


is come; andithe voice of the turtle 1s»beard.in.our 
land: here.is the joyful found; therefore, Rye, 
my love, my fair one, and come away. 


(4:) Are. you a darren bride, like.a barren ‘tree’ 


that has fallen into a decay, and has loft its fap 
and fubflance? behold, he brings frat with 
him, and.greenne/s and favorynefs to thefe that 
have loft their former frefhnefs and fragrancy; 
for, behold! The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs; 
and:the vines, with the tender-grapes, gives a good 
Smell: Rife then, my love, my fair. one, and come away 
with. me to fhare of the bleflings and benefits I 
bring alone with,me. 
urging you) with arguments, that anfwers all 
the great needs and fad cafes that your foul 
can be in. 

Therefore -know, believer, that he allows 
no objection to be made againft your yielding 
to his earneft call, and loving invitation. Ob= 
ject not then the badne/s of the time, or the /ad- 
ne/s of the feafon; for our Lord brings a fpring- 
time with him, as appears in all thefe parts 
of the defcription of the gofpel-fpring.. O! he 
can make a-{weet {pring in the heart, and that 
in.the very midft of winter, though it fhould 


be juft now a dead. winter cafe with you: is it: 


not enough to make inftantly a pleafant heart- 
fome fpring, for him to fay, Rye, my love ; for, 
lo!. thé winter is paft, the rains over and gone; the 
ftorm.of law curfes, and the fhower of God’s 
wrath, is. over your head, and it-has lighted 
upon my head with a vengeance, that you 
might efcape? Rz/e then, my love.— Again, ob- 
ject not that others are giving you no example, but 
lying in carnal fecurity, as well as you. Let 
this be no excufe to you; for the call here, (as 
has been formerly-obferved to run in the. ori- 
ginal,) is, Rife up FOR THYSELF, ver. 10, .0E- 
very one is to rife up and. come away for him- 
felf, though none fhould join you; though 
no-body fhould rife up with you, yet fay thou 
with Jofhua, As for me, and my houfe, we will ferve 
the Lord. The multitude of fleepers will-not 
be a fhelter to any that followthecroud in that 
woful trade. Yea, though other wife virgins, 
as, well.as the foolifh, be {lumbering and fleep- 
ing at this day, the more.need have you tobe 
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Thus our Lord is: 
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awake: Rife up for thyfelf, and for thy own proft 
and advantagée,which the’word' alfo imports. 
It is thy intereft and happiiefs, to rife up and’ 
come away to Chrift.— Again, objet not that 
you are but a‘fingle one by yourfelf ; can he be 
{peaking to me?’ Yea, man, woman, to thee; 
even to thee he’ is fpeaking. ‘Though Chrift 
{peaks to all and every one that is here, yet'he’ 
fometimes has a fecret ‘word to one foul by. it- 
felf, as he had tothe woftian 6f Samaria by her-’ 
felf: yeaj when‘he is fpeaking'to thoufands ‘at, 
once}; yet heis fométimes fpeaking to the Heart’ 
of one among them, aiid ‘only to the ear of’ 


thyfelf, yet he is fpeaking to thee in thé fing’ 
larnumber, my love, my fair one; and calling thee’ 
by name}°a poor and pitiful ove, that has been* 
lying among thé pots; buat'thou thalt-be' [ike Be 
wings of a dove; covered withfldber, and her feathers: 
with yellow gold; “therefore, Rife} my dove, my love, 
my fair one: “it is’ thee I am“wanting to have, 
and: Iwill by: no”means' “want, thee; ‘Rie up, 
and come away.—Again, object not'againitcom- 
ing'to him, becaufe of the former flights. you 
have put upon him; for he makes not that,’ 
nor-any other objection againft you; and there-. 
fore isrenéwing and repeating his call.—_Make 
not your prefent fecurity and difcouragement’ 
an objection ; for the'callis-to you 'to arife out 
ofi that cafe: he wants to deliver “you out of 
that horrible pitand miry clay:—Object not, that 
he:has no favour-or kindnefs for thee, when he 
is faying the contrary; Rife, my love. —Obje& 
not againft coming, becaufe of your deformity 
and: defilement,-when he is faying, Rife, my fair. 
one.’ O happy foul, ‘that art black in thine own. 
eyes, but comely in Chrift’s eye! Object not, 
that your fin has broken up the relation between 
him and you} ‘when yet he is claiming the re 
lation over’ and over again-; ‘My love, my fair one; 
Rife, and come away.—Object not, that you’ cannot 
rifeand goto him; for, he is not calling youto 
rife and go your'alone, but his call is, Ry? and 
come away with me, in my company, and by m} 
help to-be continually with me,*that] may hold 
thee by thy right-hand. © . P 
‘O then, Sirs; has his word‘eaptivated your 
heart? has his kindly call made your heartrifé 
outof' the hollow and depths‘you were in, ‘out 
of the: damps and difcouragements you‘was 
under; and made you glad atthe heart, ‘at thé’ 
bottom) of ‘your foul, to rife-and’ come ‘aw: 
with him, that is fuch'a mighty Lords and fuch’ 
a matchlefs Lover?’ Then his next’call to you’ 
is to come and take your Supper with him) 
that -you may fup with him, and ‘he with’ you' at 
his table, to which’ he invites you; not to go 
without him, but'to come away hand in hand 
with him: for, ftill his fweet call is, Rife, my 
love, my fair one, and come away. rs 
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A Part of the DISCOURSE before the Suxvine'of th TABLES 


M Y friends, our kind Lord has been court- 
-Y4 ing the hearts of finners here, to come 
with him, and fhare of the great benefits of re- 
demption purchafed. by his blood; which be- 
nefits are reprefented in the context, as I for- 
merly obferved, by the bleffings of the fpring; 


and are laid out as fo many arguments to move. 


fouls to imbrace that glorious Lover, who is 
the Father’s Beloved and the Church’s Belov- 


ed. Some fouls, I hope, are gained; and fome 


hearts have been by his kindly call quickened, 
who before were’ dead in fins and trefpafles; 
and quickened to an ardent defire to rifeat his 
kindly call, and to‘come away with him, and 
to bid farewel to all other Lords and Lovers: 
thefe are to be invited now to the table of com- 
munion and fellowfhip with him. = 
. Butthere is a generation of rejécters of Chrift, 
whofe hearts were never moved, with any of 
his fweet and kindly calls; to rife out of aR 
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beds-of fin‘and floth, and-to come away with 
Chrift, and chufe his’ company but’on the 
contrary, chufe rather to flay away from him, 
andto maintain fellowfhip with’ his enemies, 
their bafe lufts and idols ;‘thefe muft’'be‘exclud- 
ed) from the table of the Lord:-for itis faid, 
riGor. x. 20, 21.'Y¥e cannst’ have: fellow/hip with 
God, and fellow/hip' with the devil; 'ye-cannot drink 
the cup of ihe Lord, and the cup of devils ; ye Cannot 
beipartakers of the Lord's table, and the table‘ of devils : 
And:therefore in the Lord's niame};we> excom- 
municate all the enemies of our Lord Jefus 
Ghrift, who fhow'their enmity, by their difo+ 
bediénce to the call of the’gofpel, and‘confe- 
quently to all‘the commands of the law: more 
particularly,-we éxclude all’ impenitent’ break- 
ers: of‘any of the ten commands, fuch'as, <c. 
In a word, all the flighters of that great com- 
mand of God, 1 John iii. 23. that we fhould 
believe in the name of his Son Fefus Chrift, and love 
one another; thefe have no right to the Lord’s 
table, that are not Lovers of God, and of his 
faints, and that are not difapprovers of fin in 
finners, in faints, and in’ themfelves. Thefe 
thatate approvets: of perfonal; ‘national,’ pub- 
licj*private, or fecret fins }- thefe ought to be 
excluded, that! are approvers of the corrupti- 
onsvand defections of the Jtudicatories at this 
day ‘On the one hand; and approvers of ‘the de- 
lufions and diforders of néwSéparatifts onthe 
otherhand. [And fure they éxclude themfelves 
from-this communion-table, that are -approv- 
ers:of the pretended and profane cenfures'‘and 
fentences paftagdinit a number of minifersand 
elders; ‘becaufe of their maintaining of ‘their old 
Reformation arid’ Revolution principles and profeffion, 
and‘adhering to the true religion, prefently-profe/~ 
Sedstnd'authorized by law ‘in this land: The apptov- 
ers of! thefe finfulfentences, founded upon li- 
bels of ‘ies‘and*ealumnies, ‘what are they dd- 
ing, but rafhly.and ignorantly crucifying Chritt 
in’ his::members, “killing ‘theprophets; and 
floningthefe that-were fent to-them,: fiercely 
thrufting their old minifters and meflengers of 
Chrift through the heart, withdrawn {words of 
rageand, reproach, and dipping their hands 
inthe blood\of their facred.miniftry, under 
pretence of doing »God fervice,and under the 
condué of fome leaders that caufe them to err; 
and leaders that are not able to anfwer the pub- 
lic refutations of’ their horrid extravagancies ; 
and far lefs will ever: be ablet6 anfwer to'God 
andconfcience for their conduct?: Our hearts 
fhould pity the poor weaklings of the flock of 
Chrift; that are catched in thefedeceitful {nates}; 
and: we:pray the’Lord may reftore and recover 
them from thefe crooked ‘ways, to which they 
fiavé turned afide;and*that the Lord may a- 
vervthe awful-and defolating ‘judgments that 
fachdreadful profanation of the name of God, 
under the mafkofizeal,° doth portend *.] . But 
weufe'tofum~up the dottritial! excommunica- 
tiony sby: reading‘ fome ‘catalogues of fuch 
whomrGod excludes;  fuch-as,- Rom! i29,—31. 
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o7 Butyrom the other hand, we’ come to invite 
the friends: of. Chrift, to-whom.he fays,' Hat, O 
friends ; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O ‘beloved: 

_ and call them: all friends‘of Chrift, whatever 
they shave been’ before, who’ have, through 

_ grace, been:made'to anfwer Chrift’s call and 

‘ dMvitation, laying; Ri/e, my love;-my fair one, and 
4bec 360) OPETIMOnRE G3 Vis 2} P20 gateees) 
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This ‘matter may be’ feen, more-fully laid Open above, 
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come away. You’ Know, that as Chrift calls 
his people by opening their eyes, and turning 
them from darknefs to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God; ‘fo the manner of 
his calling: is, 1.2Externally, by minifters,. ordi- 
nances, and'providences. 2. Juternally, by his 
Spirit, when he {peaks to their hearts, which 
he does by four ways. - (1.) By conviction of fin 
and mifery. (2.) By illumination of a God in 
Chriftj the Saviour. (3.) By excitation, and raif- 
ing the foul to{piritual life. (4.) By determin- 
ation, inclining and enabling the quickened 
foul to rife actively and come voluntarily at 
his: call; «with a Lord, J believe; help my unbelief. 
Lord;fcome at thy call; Ohelp me up, and draw 
née to thee. Or 

“offer a'few of the marks and properties of the 
call; when it is: effectual,. that believers in 
Ghriftj“and comers to him, may know that 
they are fo; and may be diftinguifhed from 
thefe that are excluded. 

~ moThe call-has-been’a préeventing call: when 
you was in a fad and difmal cafe, and when 
you' was ready ‘to think all’ hope was gone; 
yet he prevented you mercifully with the d/e/- 
Sing of ‘his gobdnefs; Pfal. xxi. 3. 

2, It'is a particular call he gives you, like that 
of ChrifttoMary, John xi. 28. The mafler is come, 
and calleth for thee. He calls-his.fheep by name, and 
leads them out, Johin’x. 3. 

3. It-is a penetrating call, that pierces the heart 

and moves ‘the bowels, Song v. 4. My beloved 
putin bis‘hand by thé hole of the door, and my bowels 
were moved for him; Or, moved in. me, as it may 
be read. - 
_ 4. It is'a difcernable call; the believer can di- 
finowith’ it from all other calls: My /heep know 
my voice, fays Chrift, and they follow me, John 
xi 4;s."Phey know not the voice of ftrangers, 
fo'as to follow them ; they know the difference 
between ‘his voice and theirs: his call makes 
them fay} The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he com- 
bp Put sal : i OW Wis 

set isa conquering call; it reaches farther 
than the ear: the drow{y foul is awakened 
with-it}‘the hard-and ftony heart is fweetly 
wounded and kindly-melted with it, according 
to the promife;Ezeki xxxvi.26. J will take away 
the flony beart ont of -vour flefh,-and I will give you 
an beart of flefo. The hard ftone is foftened; and 
the rebellious will is conquered and captivated ; 
for, theweapons of the: gofpel warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God, tothe pulling down 
of ftrong holds, cafting down imagimations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Chrift, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5.» ‘And hence, 

6. It-is a quickening and enlivening call; ‘You 
hath be quickened, who were dead.in trefpaffes,and 
fs; Ephzii.t.’ This call brings life and.warm- 
nefs to the foul, that was dead: and cold.  Itis 
true, great partial deadnefs and: coldnefsimay 
be contracted after this quickening and warm- 
ing call, and that to fuch a degree, as nothing 
but like'a /inoaking flax may be to the fore; yet it 
is what our. Lord Jefus will not quench, but 
quickens'again ‘by his repeated calls. t 

And now, you that have been thus called 
effeGtually to himfelf, he calls you again to his 
table, faying, Rife, my love, my fair one, and come 
‘away. O wonder men and angels! that his 
language to a lovelefs bride fhould be, Rye, 


{bis ma fen m vAbove, p. 290) 322) 326 ; 
{ The Reader will find feveral other properties of the efeatual call which Chrifts gives, by confulting p.384, 388. 9 ~” 
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my love; and his language to a black bride, 
Rife, my fair one! O-can you find in your hearts 
to refift {uch a kind and wonderful call, accom- 
panying his {weet command, Do this im remem- 
berance of me. Come with an appetite; he /atisfies 
the longing foul. Come with boldne/s, like the 
King’s bride. Come affectionately; all lovely 
things arein him. Come with hope and expec- 
tation ; he is a God in Chrift. 

Remember, withal, he isnot calling you to 
rife and go alone, or upon your own legs that 
are but lame; nay, he is calling you to mfe.and 
come away with him: he is ready to gather you 
with bis arms, and.carry you im his bofom, Ma. xl. 11.5 
and therefore, juft allow him to take you in his 
arms to histable. Why, fay you; what mean 
you by allowing him? or, how fhall I mani- 
teft my allowance? Ofhew it, 1. By not reff- 
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ing him; for your wicked hearts are ready al-. 
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ways torefiftthe Holy Chof, and his holy motions. 
2. Show, it more attively, by inviting him in to 
your heart, faying, Come in, thou. bleffed of the 
Lord; wherefore fandeft thou without doors, knock- 
ing and calling? Open the eyerlafting doors, 
and come in thou King of glory. , Well, do you: 
allow him thus, and would you be gladat-your - 
hearts.to becarried in his arms? ‘Why, he wants 
no more but your heart and hand: though 
your heart be a worthle/ heart, and your hand 
awitheredhand; yethis day of power has made 
you willing, and given you a willing heartto 
ftretch forth. the withered hand: therefore, be 
your heart never, fo-worthlefs, and.your hand 
never fo withered, he is bidding you welcome, 
welcome; welcome, with a thoufand good 
wills; and faying, Rye, my.love, my fair one, and 
come away. tio et tihedidig shrews 6 a) 
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OW, communicants, I hope your coming 
here to this table is the effect of Chritt’s 
calling you firft to himfelf; and then to his 
table, by his word and Spirit. . Has he courted 
you with his kindnefs?) Has he faid to you, 
Rife, my love, my fair one, and come away, and drawn 
you fo as to caft the marriage- knot between 
Chrift and you? Why then, it is fit you fhare 
of the marriage-feaft; and now he is ready to 
feed your foul with wonders of the moft fub- 
ftantial nature. There are three great wonders 
that eternity will never unriddle, and they are 
all to be feen in this facramental table: 

1. That God feeds our bodies with bread, and 
our /ou/s with the flefh and blood of hisowf Son. 
O! how he loved you, to give you his ownflefh! 

2. The next wonder is, That his love was 


fironger than death: for, love held him onthe 


crofs, when death could not held himin-the 
grave: he burnt between two fires; the fire of 
his love and affection for us, and the fire of 
his fuffering and affliction for us; yea, all the 
wrath of God could not quench this love... 

3. The third wonder is, That he fhould de 
for us, when on earth, and nouri/h or feed us 
with himfelf now when he is in heaven. O! 
wonder that the author of life fhould become the 
bread of hfe. The facrament is the fhadow and 
repreientation of thefe fubftantial things; it is 
the prefence of things diftant, the fight of things 
abfent, and a ¢afe of things inconceivable. O 
the miracle of Chrift’s love, that is now repre- 
fented under thefe elements! 

In the fame night wherein Chrift was betray- 
ed; heleft us a fupper to feed upon, till he fhould 
come again; He took bread, and having bleffed it, he 
brake it, &c.. That God fhould dwell in fleth, 


‘and that this flefh fhould be our food, is won- 


derful; yea, that he fhould do more than die 
for us; for he not only. defired to die for. us, 
when he had this bloody baptifin to-bhe baptized 


with, and was frraitened till it was accomplifhed ; 


but he alfo defired to live for us, and_to live 
for ever in heaven for us. O Sirs, there was 
never fuch a fire of love inany breaft! O! who 
can freeze and be cold over fuch,a fire! Ah! 
our carnality, that fpends our thoughts fo 
much upon other things, who have fuch a Sa- 
viour to take them up. 
Here is not only his flefh to eat, but his blood 


to drink ; After fupper he took the cup, &c. Qwhat 
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4, Thy Maker is thy Hus 


love was this, to take the cup of trembling.and 
wrath, that he might give you the cup of mer- 
cy and bleffing! O his loving. work. flowed 
from his loving heart; and his loving heart 
vented itfelf alfoinloying words! What.a won- 
der is it, that ever his love fhould have made 
him call the like of you his love, and his fair one ; 
you, a {potted leopard, a black Ethiopian, yet 
his love, his fair one, his beautiful and comes 
ly bride; when he makes you comely, through 
his comelinefs, and beautiful through his bean- 
ty put upon you; and looks to you not through, 
the glafs of your vile and finful nature, butthe 
glais of his own grace and love! And fince he, 
by a miracle of grace and, condefcenfion,..calls 
you his love, his fair one, -his beautiful: bride ; 
O.tell.me, what fhould you. call him? |.What 
names.does he-deferve. at-yourhand?. »O'Sirs, 
may jeu not call him your fair, fair;:fair) in- 
finitely fair Head and Hufband?..Ought‘you 
not now to call him.what,hecalls himfelf, by 
virtue of the marriage-relation between him 
and you, which you are now getting the feal 
of, Ifa. liv. 5. Thy Maker is thy Hufoand,:the Lord 
of hots 1s his name;and thy Redeeiner, ‘the-hely, One 
of Yrael, the Gad of the wwhole earth {hall be. be. called? 
Here is a wonder in every word, as-that text 
may be read, and particularly five wonders for 
your faith to feed with wonder upon, 1, Thy 
Moker is thy Hufband, there is. one wonder. 
2. The Lord of hofts: is thy. Hutband;: there is 
another wonder. 3, Thy. Redeemer is thy Hu 
band; there.is.a third wonder. 4. The holy One 
of Ifrael is thy Hufband ; there is a fourth won- 
der.. 5. The God of the whole earth is thy Hut: 
band; there is.a, fifth wonder. . O believer, 
why does he claim. his marriage-relation. to 
you, byfomany names, may you fay’. lanfwen, 
it is partly to. prevent your fear and jealoufy ; 
partly-to thow what great things you have to 
expect from him, that is clothed with all glo- 


vious perfections; and partly to magnify his 
condefcenfion in. coming under this relation to 


mortal worms. But if you afk again, wh 

in lies the wonder? Why, ... se 
| sband :. Where is.the 
wonder here?, Why, he that brought thee out 


of nothing, and breathed into.thee the breath 


‘of life, and made thee a living foul,*capable to 
gt 


enjoy himfelf; O aftonifhing! He that made — 


thee, has become thy Huf¥and: he’that ad; 
+> sate i& ats Bees & er > é vanced 
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vanced thee from nothing to a rational being, 
and after thou hadft made thyfelf worfe. than 
nothing by thy fin, he made thee over again a 


new creature, andimatched with thee? itis great, 
for a fervant to match with her matter; but for’ 
‘a creature to match with his Maker, O! What 


is man, that thou fhouldf be mindful of him? or the 


- Sonvofman, that thou fhouldft vifit:him? «9 5 «3, 
2. The Lord of hofts is thy Husband: he that is 
Lord iof-all the hofts'of angels} another fort of! 


beings than man; he that is Lord of all power, 
and command, fo as the winds and feas obey 
him; he that canraife children to himfelf elfe- 


where, though he had deftroyed all the pofte- . 
rity of fallen men; yet he has'matched, with 


thee; though he is a God of infinite power, to 
whom are fubject.all the hofts of men and de- 
vils; O the wonder! ........ 0.) 

3. Thy Maker is thy Husband. Whois that? Even 


hethat has all grace to beftow, and has thought 


good to beftow it.on the like of you and me, 
by whom he can never be.the better;. he that 
hasall merit, and has bought you with his blood, 
and bought your beautiful robes, wherein he 


fees you, to be; his love, and his fair‘one, and: 


loved you. when lying in your blood... .. 
4, The holy One.of Ifrael is thy Husband; What 
is that? O! it is even he that-cannot look upon, 
fin, but is of purer eyes than to behold it; and 
he that cannot dwell with finners, but of whom 
it is faid, Thou art not a God that haft pleafure.in 
wickedne/s, neither fhall evil dwell with thee, Pfal. 
v., 4... God and Belial cannot .dwell together; 
yet he dwells. with men, and fan¢tifies. them 
for himfelf. ; ) Fs a 7: ee 
1», 5. Lhe God of the whole,earth is thy Husband. He 
that; has all things to give, and puts. down one, 
and puts, up: another; he that has all things at 
his command and nod, .and that needs none of 
our fervices or facrifices ;; to whom all, nations 
are but asthe drop of a bucket, and as the 
fmall duft in the balance; who fits upon.the 
circle of the earth,and all the inhabitants there- 
of areas grafhoppers before him; and of whom 
it is faid, The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulnefs 
thereof... This God of the whole earth is thy 
Hufband +. O wonder of wonders! |... 
And what art thou, amontfter of fin and guilt, 
that he fhould call thee d7s Jove, and his fair one, 
and. himfelf thy Hufband?; Béhold! the Maker 
of all thingseis. pleafed to become a Hufband to 
them that are nothing, and have nothing, and 
can do nothing, and are worfe than nothing; 
the Lord of ho/is is pleafed to become a Hufband 


. toa poor infect; the glorious Redeemer, the 
» holy One of I/rael, a. ufband to.a vile, polluted, 


and unhol: creature; the God of the whole.earth 
peter ad to 3 grain of animated duit, that 


was an heir of hell, butnow. matched with the 
Heir of all things. . Surely God’s thoughts are not 


- as. our thoughts; nor his ways as. our ways; but. as 


the heavens are higher than. the earth, fo are his 
thoughts higher than our thoughts. Does. he com- 
mend thee as his love, and his fair one? What 
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his company? Whoever turns afide to any 
crooked way, he will take it ill if you do fo. 
What! Wil ye alfo go away? fays Chrift, when 
many ofthis difciples went back, and-walked 
no more with himhny John vi. 66. Some of his 
difciples in our day have gone back, and turn- 
ed afide to many ftrange ways; fome to terrible 


_and horrible ways; and you, believérs, are/in 


danger of, turning afide to your old lufts and 


lovers: but}! O beliéver, that art fo highly ho- 


noured, and fo well matched, why fhould you 
be as one that turneth afide by the flocks of bis compa- 
mons ?:; Q tell your Hufband this, that he may 


keep, his everlafting arms about you, and keep 


you back from prefumptuous fins: O tell him, 
never to fuffer you to turn afide out of his 
company. Lord, why fhould I be.as.one that 
turnethafide by the flocks of thy compani- 
Ons... pan, L. 
Now, when you rife and go away from this 
table, fee that you_abide clofe with him ina 
way, of duty and dependence on him, till he 
call you..to rife and come away to the upper- 
table, that {hall never be drawn. , When I {pake 
to this text fome.time ago, as it is laid down, 
verfe roth, fome that, were then hearers found 
ita fweet fummons given them to rife and 
come away to heaven. I heard of two Chritti- 
ans in this congregation, going into eternity 
about that time, who got thefe words applied 
at theirdying moments, as their laft invitation, 
Rife up, my love, my fair one,.and come away. And 
who knows, believer, but this may be the next 
explication and application of the text to you? 
For you. muft away out of this world as well as 
others:, and happy thefe that fhall drink no 
more of the fruit of the vine, till they drink it 
new intheirFather’s kingdom; andthatfhall go 
away,to be for ever with the Lord, at the upper- 
table of full and eyerlafting communion, after 
Ini There- 
fore, O abide clofe with him by faith, and love, 
and prayer, and praife, till he repeat this invi- 
tation again to youn another,manner; faying, 
“Now, I, will not want:your company jny 
longer, nor. fhall you: want.mine any. more; 
for now the time of your departure is at.hand, 
and you fhall have,finifhed your courfe in this 
world: Jweut to prepare a place;for you ; and Lfaid, 
I would come again and receive,you to myfelf, that 
where Lam there you may be alfa; John xiv. 3.; And 
now.I will not let.you tarry any longer in this 
weary land, this vain.and wicked world; Come 
with me fron: Lebanon, my fpoufe,.with me from Le- 
banon ;.look from.the top of Amana, from the top of 
Shenir and Hermon, and from the-lions dens, and from 
the mountains of the leopards, Come away from this 


noxious place of fins and fnares. , ae 
We.read of a trumpet, Rey. iv. 1. that faid, 
Come up hither; when behold a door was open- 
ed in heaven. , Let. this text be like a trumpet 
to you, believer, wherein you may hear the © 
voice of Chrift faying to you, Come up hither ; 


“and in this fenfe take his {weet ;call. and invi- 
_ tation along with you to your death-bed, that . 


the king of terrors:may be.no terror to. you, 
but rather a Snap Ree of triumph, when the 
King of gloryshall be faying in effect, Come up 
hither to me; Rife, my love, my fair one, and come 
away. cae Aree HG siis tk ob pp eae) 
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The Wortp’s VerpicT of Curist and his ForLowers : 
or, the truly Devout ridiculed and reproached by the Profane.* 


Isatan viii, 18)— if ms ng . 
Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me, are for figns and for wonders in Irael; 
| from the Lord of -hofts, which dwelleth im mount’ Zion. dice 


on, compared with this text, will ho 
forth to us a fourfold verdict concern- 
ing Chrift, the glorious Redeemer of an elect 
world. 1. The FaTHER’s verdict concerning 
him, faying, / have given him for a covenant of the 
people, a light of the Gentiles +. 2. The Spirit’s 
verdict concerning him, witnefling in his be- 
half; He /hall teftify of me. 3. His own verdict 
of himfelf, faying, / and my Father are one. 4, The 
WORLD’s verdict of him and his followers, Be- 
hold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given 
me, are for figns and for wonders in I/rael. —In the 
firft, the Father commends him to us by his 
APPROBATION; J will give thee fora covenant of 
the people. In the fecond, the Spirit commends 
him tousbyhis artrestaTion; He /hall teftify 
of me. In the third, he commends himfelf to us 
by his PROCLAMATION; J and my Father are one. 
But in the fourth, the world di/commends and en- 
tertains him with pETESTATION ; Behold, [and 
the children whom the Lord hath given me, are for 
Signs and for wonders in Ifrael.— Behold, how the 
Father’s gift is defpifed, though he gave him 
for a covenant of the people! Behold, how the Spi- 
rit’s teftimony 1s rejected, while he teftifes of 
Chrift! Behold, how his own declaration is ne- 
glected, fhewing that he and bis Father is one! “Be- 
hold, how unworthily' this glorious one is en- 
tertained, by the generality who hear of him; 
even with prodigious marks of reproach and 
contempt upon him and all his children! 

It might have been thought that Chrift and 
his friends fhould be better entertained, by the 
people of the world, feeing he is given of the 
Father to be the covenant of the people: yet ‘the 
moft of people are fuch ftrangers to their true 
intereft, fuch apoftates from, and enemieés'to 
Chrift, that his beft friends, are ready to‘meet 
with the greateft oppofition, when they ‘are 
moft ¢mployed in witnefling forhim. Burthat 
he whom the Father hath given, for a ‘coye- 
nant of the people, will ftill have fome friends 
amongtt the people to witnefs for him, is evi- 
dent from that ‘word; ‘He /hall teftify of me; and 
9¢ alfo {ball bear witnefs. And furely, they fhall 
have no reafonto be afhamed of their teftimony 
concerning him, feeing he is fuch a glorious 
~perfon, that he and his Father are one, ineffence: 
and yet what treatment his witnefling friends 
are to expect, even in J/rael, is declared in this 


Sai fubjects I have lately difcourfed he 
d 


<0 * This fermon was delivered by our Author in his own church at Dunfermline, Decem.' 16, 1722.: and never before publifhed. -~ 


text, by their glorious Leader; Behold, [and the 
children whom the Lord hath given me, are for figns 
and for wonders in Ifrael.’ ~~* ae 
That you may notapprehend we miftake the 
{cope of the words: it may be here afked, Of 
whom doth the prophet here foeak? of bhimfelf, or of 
another? Weanfwer, He fpeaks both of him- 
felf and of another. That he fpeaks of him/elf, 
is evident from the context, which you may 
view at your leifure: and that he fpeaks of 
another alfo, is evident from Heb. ii. 13. where. 
this very text is cited, and applied to Chrift ; 
Behold, [ and the children whom thou haf? given me. 
So that here the prophet is the type, and Curist 
the Antitype: therefore, hence it is evident, 
that in difcourfing upon this fubject, I will not 
deviate from the fcope, while I apply it either 
to Chrift, ‘or his’ fervants and friends: and 
while I confider it either as the language of 
the prophet, the type, {peaking of himfelf, and 
his‘children, converted by his means and in- 
ftrumentality; and fo may’be applied to all the . 
faithful ambaffladors of Chrift, and their con- 
verts: or, as it is the language of CuristT, the 
Antitype, {peaking of himfelf, and of all his 
friends and followers, who, of his own will, 
are begotten and regenerated ‘by the word of 
grace: Behold, land the children whom the Lord 
hath given me, are for figns and for wonders in Ifrael. 
. The feope of this, and’ feveral’ following 
chapters, is to fhow the great defruciion thatwas = ° 
fhortly to be brought upon the Kingdom of If — 
rael, by the king of Aflyria, for their fins, “In 
thefe times of public calamity threatened and 
impendent, the prophet comforts thé people’ of 
God, ver. 11. with the fame comfort, “where- 
with himfelf had been comforted of God ; Foy’ 
the Lord fpake thus'to\me, with! a°firong band, and 
inftrutted me, that I fould not walk’ ‘in’ the' avay of 
this people. Where*we may Temark,°1. That 
there is’ a pronene/s in’ men. to ‘walk in the’ way 
of the people they live amongtt, though it bé 


ft store 


A confedtracy; neither fear ye theit fear, nor be afraid. 
boResin oF serv botfrci oc) 19¥s 1603 eee 


Hitherto, in arrainging our Author’s difcourfes, we have obferved the order of time in which they were delivered svand would Have’ been 


~ uniform in this, ‘had all the fermons been tranfcribed before the work was begun, 


> 


The fubjects which now follow, from this one, to 


the end, have never before. made. their, appearance in the world; we fhall, however, point out,that part.of the Volume they fell to be 
_ placed in, according to the above method : ‘and the one “now before us fell to be inferted after” Serm, IV. ined, Corie ‘the people's 


Covenant. re 
_. +-This difcourfe.was an 
VT. p47: 
2 


action-fermon, preached Augnft 19. 1722. and afterwards inlarged upon and printed ; and may che feen, 
, . — ( ¢ 


Be 
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Be not affociaté with them) nor afraid of their 
confederacy. Whén the church’s enemies have 
finful confederacies on foot, the church’s friends 
fhould watch againft the finful fears of thefe 
 eonféderacies’ And efpecially, it concerns us, 
in time’of trouble,’ to watch againft all fuch 
fears as put us upon any indirect courfes for 
our Gwn fecurity; or any finful fhifts to fhun 
the crofs.—He next advi/es them to a religious 
fear, ver. 13. Sanctify the Lord of hofts bimfelf, and 
let’ him be your fear, and let-him be your dread. The 
believing fear of God is a {pecial prefervative 
againft the difquiet and fear of man: and they 
thattruly fear God, fhall not‘need to‘fear any 
evil; for, He /hall be for a fanétuary to them, though 
to others he will be a ffone of flumbling, over 
which they will fall to ruin, ver. 14, 15.. They 
who are helped to keep up the fear of God, 
and keep down the fear of man, will find God 
to be'their refuge; ‘while the wicked, and all 
their confederates, though hand join in hand, 
fhall not go unpunifhed, but {tumble and fall 
into'defpair and ruin,—In ver. 16. we have the 
unfpeakable privilege which the people of God en- 
joy, in ‘having the oracles of God intrufted to 
them ; the {cripture, as. a TESTIMONY, to di- 
rect-our faith; anda Law, to direct our practice: 
itis God’s proclamation, under the broad feal 


of heaven; it is the good:thing committed to 


them that are difciples.—In ver. 17. we have 
thei, the good ufe we are ‘to make of this 
privilege: and this we are taught by the pro- 
phet’s own practice and refolution ; he embrac- 
ed the‘law and the teftimony, and had- the 
comfort'of it, amidft all the difcouragements 
he met'with. “What counfel God had given, 
ver. ‘72¥ ‘the prophet here follows, ver.-17: 7 
will wait upon the Lord, that bideth' his face from the- 
houfe of Jacob, and Iwill look for bim. God was 
frowniiig upon his people;‘and then the pro- 
phet-was waiting and looking. ~ When God is 
hiding his face, and threatening to come ina 
way of judgment, even then his people fhould 
be attending upon’ him, and expecting’ his 're- 
fiirn,\in a way of mercy: and thofe that wait 
upon Godj' by faith and prayer, may look for 
hintiwith fiope ahd joy.” seq 8 8 ges 
But now; while'the prophet was taking this 
courfe, it -was judged to be an imprudent and 
ridiculous thing in him; he-arid his difciples, 
amoneg{t whom the law and teftimony was feal-: 
ed, ‘were fcoffed and mocked, contemned and 
reproached for it; Behold, I and the children whom 
the Lord hath given me, are for figns and for wonders 
“in Yrael:. Where, for a {hort divifion, you may 
obférve thefe fix following things. 
» 1. The note of admiration or lamentation, BE- 
HOLD! © The “prophet admires that godline/r 
fhould be fo firange:. or, he laments the fin’of 
that'age, that piety and religion fhould be fuch: 
aftrange thing aniong them.) 
~4.oWe have the party thatis’ here derided, 
contemmned, and-wondered at; Zand the children 
whom the Lord hath given me: the prophet and 
his’ difciples, ‘minifters: and? their converts, 
. Chritt-and shis friends) :2 >) co eivee eso. 
3 Obferve the mark of reproach and derifion 
put ‘upon them; they are figns'and ‘wonders: 
they'are looked’upon as prodigies and mon- 
fters, and turned to matter of f{corn'and ridicule. 
- 4. We have the people that are gui/ty of this 
high contempt; and this is the fpecial confide- 
ration, {peaking it to be matter of wonder and 
lamentation ; it is in Jrael. Uf it had been in 
sitotra, 1 d 
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Egypt, and among heathens, it would not have 
been fuch a ftrange matter: but that they fhould 
be for figns and wonders, even in Jael; or, 
treated with contempt by a people profefling 
the true religion, this is the more ftrange. 

5. We have the /pring of this difpenfation ; it 
is fromthe Lord of hots. God, by his providence, 
hath fo ordered it: he hath a fovereign hand in 
over-ruling thefe things, for the trial of his 
people, wherein men have'a finful hand. 

6. We have the ground of comfort that the 
children of God have under all thefe, and fuch 
like difcouragements; ‘and this is implied in 
the ¢zt/es that are hereafcribed unto him; in that, 

(1.) He is the Lord of hofs; who hath all the 
hofts of heaven and earth at:his command; in 
fo much, that the reproachers and defpifers of 
his people, can do them no’ harm; ‘yea, cannot 
touch one hair of their head, any further than 
he gives them liberty:and permiffion. 

(2.) He dwells in mount Zion; there were the 
fymbols of his prefence, and the ark that was 
a type of Chrift; fo that his dwelling inmount 
Zion points out, not only his-prefence with his 
people; but his dwelling upon a throne of grace 
and mercy; as a-God.in Chrift reconciling the world 
to himfelf. '' He dwelleth in mount Zion, mani- 
fefting himfelf to his people; ready tohear their 
prayers, and'receive their complaints; ready to 
fatisfy their defires, and fanctify their croffes, 
and fupport them ‘under their fufferings:and 
reproaches for hisname. Though for the pre- 
fent he‘hide ‘his:face-*from the houfe of ‘Jacob; 
and thetime of hiding, be:alfo a time of re- 
proach; wherein they fuffer contempt and ig- 
nominy; ‘yethe dwelleth im mount Zion, fo as they 
know ‘where to‘find him, and recover the fight 
of ‘him.o} oar mon) 

Now, infteadiof adducing many obfervations 
from‘ the words; I fhall infift? mainly :upon 
this one;~- WOU tO DITA 


OsseERv. That as it hath been, Jo it is fill the lot 
of Chrift_and his friends, whether minifters. or 
people, who bear his image, to be held. as mon- 
fiers; bated, contemned, reproached, and won- 
dered at: Or..thus, Chri and his people are 
the worlds wonder. . Behold, § and the chil- 

dren whom: the Lord hath given me, are 
for figns and for wonders in Ifrael. 

' In. the: profecution® of this propofition, I 

would) as:the Lord may-aflift;: eflay the follow- 

INP HIN gsI908 GB .A1961)0 DA ikon riod 
I. Offer fome remarks for the further explica- 

ion Of the text, 7 4 es a, 

IL Adduce, fome fcripture paffages for the 

. ‘confirmation of the doctrine. 

, HI.Enquire into fome of thefe marks of re-, 


proach, that ufe to be caft upon Chrift and 
“ok, aS LOUO WEL) in hohe crate amie) 
_ IV, Affign the'rea/ons of the doctrine, whence 
it comes to pafs, that they are thus held 
as monfters, and for figns and for won- 
-ders-in Ifrael. es wad 


_ Vi Deduce fome inferences for the application 
“of the whole fubjet. oe 
‘I, We propofed to offer fome remarks for the 
further explication of the text: and there are thefe 
fix following remarks evidentin it. a 
Remark 1.“ That converted perfons are the chil» 
“ dren of Chriftyand the children of thefe mi- 
« nifters by whom: they are converted.” They 


are the chikirenof Chri; as being the only a ee . 
| ek 


%; 
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of their regeneration and adoption; Behold, I and 
the children whom God hath given me, faith Chritt, 
Heb. ii. 13.—They arethe childrenof minifiers, as 
being the inftruments of their regeneration and 


new birth; My Little children, faith the apoftle; 


of whom I travail in birth, till Chrift be formed in you, 
Gal. iv. 19., And again, 1 Cor. iv..rs. Jn Chrift 
Ihave begotten you through the gofpel. . And:2 Cor. 
xi..2.. Lhave efpoufed you to one Husband: ; Chriftis 
the everlafting Father of all believers: and,. as 
a father pities his children, fo will he pity:them; for, 
of bis own will. begat he them, by the word of truth, 


Minifters are the inftrumental fathers of all 


thofe to whom the Lord blefles their miniftry, 
as the inftrument of their regeneration. But 


no fooner doth the church, the woman fpoken’ 


of, Rev. xii. bring forth any children to:'God, 
than the dragon ftands ready to devour them, 
as foon as they are born. Behold, I and the chil- 
dren whom thou haf given me, are for figns and 
wonders. . 

Remark. 2. “ That it is the power of God:that 
converts and regenerates any that are con- 
verted,and regenerated by: the word: Who-zs 
Paul, who ts. Apollos, but minifters by whom ye be- 
lieved, even as the Lord gave to every, man? .1/Cor. 
‘iiix 5,6.” Minifters muft look’ upon their 
converts, as: the children:that God hath given 
them: for, whatever good they areinftrumental 
of, to others, it is owing to the free grace of 
God; if God had not given them, they ‘had 
never been able:to do themiany faving good. 
Chrift looks upon believers; as his children, 
which the Father gave himii J bave mamfefted 
thy name to the men which thou gaveft me out of the 
world, thine théy were, and thou-gaveft them-me, 
John xvii. 6..'They were:thineiby election from; 
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eternity, and thou gaveft them me to be-re-, 


deemed by my blood,: and ‘regenerated by my 
Spirit: and:in this:regenerating work, the Fa- 
ther hath afpecial hand of power; for, No mam, 
can come.tome, faith Chritt, except the Father which 
hath jent me draw him. ee 
Remark 3. “ That the def that ever was in the 
“ world, doth meet with the worft treatment 
“therein: Land the children whom thou haft given 
“ me, are for figns and wonders.” Weare held as 
montters, and’ prodigies, and gazing -ftocks. 
Who? Even Chrift, and his children ; minifters, 
and theirconverts: the chief Shepherd, and the 
faireft of his fheep; the under-fhepherds, and 
the flower of their flock. Chriftiand hisfriends, 
both minifters and others, are generally hated, 
and contemned by: the wicked. Yea, 
Remark 4. “ That thofe who profefs religion, 
* and the worfhip of the true God; may yet 
“" defpife Chrift and his people: They are for figus 
“ and wonders; where? Even inIskRaEL: notin 
* Babylon only, but even in J/rael.” Many that 
bear the name of Chriftians, are enemiés to 
Chrift; they profefs religion, and yet are de- 
fpifers of all that are truly religious: All are not 
Trael, who are of frael; for, even in Ifrael are to 
bé found defpifers of the God of Ifrael, and of 
the Ifrael of God. Even within the church vi- 
fible, are to be found defpifers of the church 
invifible, and their glorious Head. 
» Remark 5.“ That the children of God are not 
“ defpifed, contemned, reproached, and, won- 
* dered at without the providence of God } it is 
“fromthe Lord of hofts, that dwelleth in mount Zion.” 
is there evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done it? 
The evil of affliction, he ordereth it; the evil 
of fin, he permits it, for wife ends: for he is 
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not the author of fin, but he is the Over-ruler 
of the wickednefs of men, to make it contribute 
and work together, for glory,to.his name, and 
good to his people... Man hatha wicked hand 
in all the marks of contempt he pours upon 
the godly ; but. God hath an holy hand in or- 
dering the fame, for the trial, of faith and pa- 
tience: and it is the comfort of his children, a- 
midft all. difcouragement. from -without, that 
it ig not. without the wife providence of God, 
that contempt is poured upon them; itis from 
the Lord of hofts; he hath bidded Shemei curfe 
Dayid.,,It.is their comfort alfo, that he is the 
Lord of bofs, who arms what inftruments: he 
pleafes, to execute his will; and that he is the 
God that dwells in mount Zion, to be a prefent help, 
in time of trouble :.and.to give prefent comfort in- 
time of difcouragement: he is not far. off, ,he 
he dwells in-mount ‘Zion.  aeodcser 
Remark 6. “That it is matter of wonder-and, 
“lamentation, to all the children of God,, both, 
minifters and people, that.the power of re+ 
ligion, and true,piety, fhould:be fuch/a-ra- 
rity, and expofed, to fuch contempt, ina fin- 
ful world, and efpecially in Ifrael; and yet 
fo it is, Ifa. lxvi. 5.. Hear the word of the Lord, 
“* ye that tremble at hesword, Your, brethren that hate. 
“* you, that caft you out. for my-name’s fake, faid, Let: 
“ the Lord be glorified: but he fhall appear, to,your, 
“* joy, and they fall be afhamed.’.. Where we; fee: 
it is no new, thing, for the godly. to be perfe- 
cuted for Chrift’s-name, even,in Ifrael, by men, 
that pretend con{cience,, and a:zeal for.the;ho- 
nour/and glory,of God, and the good and wel-. 
fare of the church,;;and who. profecute. their, 
hatred and defpite, with all the formality. of. 
devotion: Chrift doth explain. this, John xvi«.2. 
They fhall put you. out of the fynagogues: yea; the. time 
cometh, that whofoever killeth.you will think he doth, 
God fervice.. So much fhall fuffice for the re 
marks J. premife for the explication of the text, il 
cCOMeE-NOW, o3 -y aisoucoiwls bis esse 
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_ I. ;To adducefome fcripture paffages for the 
confirmation of the doctrine, namely, That. as at hath 
been, foit is fill the lot of Chri/t and :bis. friends, whe- 
ther minifters or people, who: bear. his. image, ,to-be 
held.as monfters ;,,bated, condemned, reproached, and 
wondered at... You may. fee-both: Old.and New-, 
teftament inftances of it. In the Qld Tefta-, 


ment, fee an. inftance;of it in} David, Pfalilxxing. 


I am as,a wonder, unio many. +,See.an,inftance of, 


rates 


men wondered at.—--- You, may turnover to the 


| New Tefament, and, fee an, inftance.ofi it in the 


believing Hebrews, Heb.'x,.33. We were madea 
gazing-flock, both by reproach.and afliction.—We fee 
an inftance of it;in, all. the primitive Chriffians, 
Acts xxvili. 22. For as concerningthis fect, we know 
that every where, at 1s fpoken.againf.— And we fee 
aninftanceof.it inthe flowerof theflock, GHRist 
himfelf, the Captain of the hoft, Luke ii. 34. 
Behold this, child as fet for the fall and rifing of many 
in Irael ; and fora fign which fball be fooken againft. 
Chrift is the rejected ftone, Pfal. cxviil. 22. . En- 
during the contradiétion of finners againft kim/elf, Heb, 
BeBiod Set 47 lw aeetes cor 
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I might here demonftrate the truth of the 
doctrine, by an induction of particulars, fhew- 
ing how he and his Father, his Spirit and his 
word, his fervants and people, and his reli- 
gion itfelf, hath been figns and wonders for 
reproach, . 

1.CHrisT himfelf hath been fpoken againtt 


cand reproached.—They fpake againft his per- 


Jon, as bafe and contemptible, Having no form or 
comeline/s, Va. liii. 2.—They f{pake againft his 
preaching, as\falfe,. factious, fenfelefs, and fe- 
ditious, John vii. 12. Luke xxii. 2. and xvi. 14. 
—They reproached and {poke againtt his mira- 
cles, as done-in confederacy with Beelzebub the 
prince of devils, Matth. xii..24. They {poke a- 
gaintt his morals, charging him with b/a/phemy 
agaimnft God; profanation. of the Sabbath, as a wine- 
bibber, a friend of publicans and finners.—They {poke 
againtt hisfollowers, as a’ company of ignorant, 
defpicable people, John vii. 48, 49.— They re- 
. proached him in his offices: in his’ teaching of- 
fice, when they challenged:him to prophecy who 
Juote bim: in his faving. office, ‘when they’ chal- 
lenged him to /ave himfelf, as‘he had faved others: 
in his ruling office, when they challenged him 
toprove bimfelf the king of the Jews, by coming down 
fromthe crofs. .: 23 
»Itas-long fince the world thus fpake againft 
him, and ‘reproached him; and ‘that he was 
held fora fign anda wonder in Ifrael, and was 
{fpoken againft even in Ifrael. But are there 
none that {peak againft and reproach him to 
this day, even when he is exalted to the place of 
glory and power? Yea.’ How dothe Fewsfpeak 
againft him ftill, in all thefe, and-many other 
refpetts'—How dothe Mabometans {peak againft 


him, while they. prefer their bafe impofter in-. 


to) his: room? —~Again, how are Arians and Soci- 
nians daily: {peaking again{t Chrift,! as if he 
was aomere man; though ve thought it’ no robbe- 


ry to be equal unth God?——How do Quakers and: 
Enthufiafts fpeak againtt him, as if he was a’ 


mete nothing; an empty name, fettinge up, we 
know not what fort of a Chrifv within them, 
inftead of that Jefus that was:cfucified at Jeru- 
falem?—How: do Arheiffs.and Deifis fpeak a- 
gainft him, as if he was a mere cheat; account- 
ing the religion hehath eftablifked).a great 
mpofture ;and: his: gofpela>jeft?—How do 
profane and ignorant perfons {peak againft him, 
as: if-our Beloved was'no? more’ than another be- 
loved? faying, What 1s thy Béloved moré:than ano- 


ther. beloved? How do Latitudinarians fpeak a- 


gainft him; as if he was ‘a minifter‘of fin! — 
How: do: Legals fpeakvagaint him,‘as if he a- 
lone was notthe Lord our ‘righteou/ne/s? —How 
do: Papiis fpeak againft chim, ‘and reproach 
him? ‘They: make*him but a falfe Chrift by 
their doctrine: i; They {poil' him of ‘his true 
man-hood ; ‘holding that :Chrift’s body is not 
only in heaven, but really fubftantially in all 
places, wherever:the facrifice of the mafs is of- 
fered: thus they: make'‘it omnipréfent;' and 
take away the»natureofta body: ! They re- 
proach him:in; and:-rob-him of, “his offices: 
‘They degrade him from his prophetical office ; 
making ‘the! pope the: infallible judge of all 
controverfies.::' They degrade him: from his 
pricfily office, which confifts in fatisfaction and 
interceffion:: they: nullify his; /arisfattion, by 
joining therewith the’ fatisfaction ‘of man’s 
works, as if his were imperfect without that: 
and they rob him of his: znterce/fon, communi- 


cating the fame to faints; yea, they exalt the 
* A popifh tranflation of the Bible. 
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virgin Mary far above Chrift, in this work ; for 
they pray her to afk the Father, to command 
Chrift, her Son, by the authority of a mother, 
to do thus and thus for them. So much is e- 
vident from the genuine popifh tenents, out 
of the Rhemith Teftament*. Yea, they alfo de- 
grade him from his kingly office, by placing 
the pope in his room and ftead, as his deputy, 
in his prefence; while they give power to the 
pope, torule the catholic church, to pardon 
fins, and make laws to bind men’s confciences; 
which are things proper to Chrift alone: where- 
by they take the crown off Chrift’s head, and 
fet it on the pope’s: for, to claim regency, in 
the prefence of the lawful prince, is to proclaim 
rebellion againft the prince; becaufe commif- 
fion of! vice-regency ceafes in the prefence of 
him that appoints it: now, Chrift is*always 
prefent with his church, Matth. xxviii. 20. And, 
therefore, the pope, by his claim, mutt needs 
thruft. Chrift out of his offices. 

‘And, alas! what a lamentable thing is it, 
by the bye, that this damnable doétrine {preads 
fo much even in this ifland; ‘particularly, in 
the north of Scotland, where, we underftand, 
the popith mafs is as folemnly celebrate, as we 
attend upon thefe divine ordinances? And 
as Epitcopacy was the very ground-work, and 
foundation-ftone, upon which Popery was at 
firft erected; fo, what matter of lamentation is 
it, that popifh ceremonies, maintained in the 
epifcopal church, are fo much affected ; where- 
by fuch indignity is offered, to the appoint- 
ments of our'Lord Jefus Chrift, as if his infti- 
tutions were imperfeat, defective, and faulty, 
without their additional inventions? I do‘not 
think it worth my while, here to meddle with 
particular perfons, and their'principles, which 
fome may think I have fair before me: we 
fhould pity and pray for them who defpiteful-’ 
ly ufe us, or our glorious Lord and his ordi- 
nances; ‘and efpecially we fhould pity and la-' 
ment Over an ignorant generation, that are fo 
infatuated, as to defire nothing more, than to’ 
have thefe realms intirely fubject to a popith 
government, and antichriftian yoke; which 
neither we nor our forefathers were able to 
bear: furely, fach do not know and confider, 
how much Popery fpeaks to the reproach of 
Chrift and true Chriftianity. Thefe are hard 


. fpeeches, which ungodly finners have fpoken againft 


bim, Jude ver. 15. whichis the‘/igu to be fpok- 
enagaintts 9) me 
“20 As heyhimfelf, fo his Fatwer is fpoken 
againft and reproached.—Some denying his 
bemg, though his exiftenceé be fo neceflary, that, 
if he be not, itis impoflible anything elfefhould 
be; yet many fools fay.in their heart, what 
they dare not {peak out, viz. That there is no 
God, Pfa. xiv’. And ‘he that faith there is 
none, would with there were none; and if he 
could help it, there fhould be none.— Some 
blafphemoufly charging the all-feeing eye with 
blindnefs, faying, Tbe Lord /hallnot fee, Pial. cxiv. 7. 
Charging the eternal mind with forget/ulne/s, 
faying, God hath forgotten, Pfal.x. 11. Charg- 
ing the omnipotent arm’ with weakne/s, fayin g> 
Can’ God give bread in the wilderne/s? Pfal. xxviii. 
19,20. Charging his reétoral equity with i- 
juftice, fying, Tpke we fin, ‘we fhall not furely 
die. Some {peak againft and reproach his pro- 
vidence by quarrelling, murmuring, and com- 
plaining, and finding fault with the difpofals 
of it.-Some profane his name, making it a 
: by-word, . 
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by-word, by which they give vent to their ex- 
orbitant paiiions, and fill up the vacancy of o- 
ther idle words. Not only is the name of God 
thus abufed by thofe who belch out their 
bloody oaths, which would make the ears of 
every good man to tingle; but alfo, by thofe 
who mention the name of God flightly, or ir- 
reverently, in their ordinary converfation; he 
is near to their mouth, but far from their heart. 
To ufe thefe forms of fpeech, which properly 
fignify an acknowledgment of God’s being; as, O 
God! O Lord! or the like: or an appeal to his 
omnifcience, as God knoweth, the Lord knoweth: 
or an invocation of his favour, as God ble/s me! 
Lord be merciful to me! I fay, to ufe thefe, or the 
like expreflions, impertinently, and intending 
thereby only to exprefs our wonder and fur- 
prize, or our paflionate refentment, or any 
thing befide that which is their proper and 
awful fignification, is an evidence of a vain 
mind, that wants a due regard to that glori- 
ous and fearful name: yet, thus is the mouth of 
the ungodly fet agaimft heaven, Pia]. lxxxviil. 9. 
Jude 16. May the Lord, that hath chofen Ferufa- 
lem, rebuke them! Zech. 1. 2. 

3. As Chrift himfelf and his Father, fo his 
Spirit isreproached. Many indeed are grof- 
ly ignorant of the Holy Ghotft, like thofe, Acts 
xix. 2. We have not fo much as heard, whether there 
be any Holy Ghof. Others that hear of the Holy 
Ghoft, they blafpheme the Spirit of Chrift; and 
fo make fearful approaches to the unpardona- 
ble fin: while they reproach his motions, as en- 
thufiaftic fancies; and his operations, as fran- 
tic notions; and all his graces and influences, 
as dreams and delufions. 

4. His wordis reproached; But when the Fews. 
Saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and. 
Spake againft thofe things which were fpoken by Paul, 
contradicting and bla/pheming, A&ts xiii. 45. A- 
theifts fpeak againft the authority of the fcrip- 
tures: Papifts {peak againft the per/picuity of 
the {criptures, and receive unwritten traditi- 
ons with the fame reverence and affection. 
Some profanely jeft-with the words of the fcrip- 
ture; making themfelves merry with {cripture 
language, Jer. vi. 10. The word of the Lord is to 
them a reproach. Profligate wits relith no jefts 
better, than thofe which ridicule the facred 
word: as no cups could pleafe Belfhazzer bet- 
ter, in his drunken frolics, than the facred 


veflels of the temple. But, he that fits in hea- 


ven will laugh at them, and hold them in derifion; 
and, in {pite of impotent malice, will magnify 
the law, and make it honourable. 


5+. His rehgion and doctrine is fpoken againtt . 


and reproached. The truth of it; and of the 
gofpel, are many times reproached, ridiculed, 
and. contradicted, as falfe and groundlefs; even 
as the mediation, and the re/urréction of the dead 
was mocked at by the Athenian philofopher., 
The /aws of it were accounted grievous and 
unreafonable, as hard /ayings. The ordinances of 
it defpifed,.as mean, and having no form and 
comelinefs; hence came in the gaudy orna- 
ments of human-invention, in the worthip of 
God. Sabbaths and _/acraments were mocked. at 
and contemned. . Primitive Chriftianity was 
induftrioufly calumniated, becaufe it over- 
threw idolatry; for, when the devil was filenc- 
ed, in his oracles, ‘he opened his mouth in 
lies and flanders: Julian difcharged the Chri- 
ftians to be called any other thing, than Gali- 
leans. And the reformed religion, in like 
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manner, was reproached: where-was your re- 
ligion, fay the Papifts, before Luther and Cal- 
vin? Why, it was ftall in the Bible, where Po- 
pery never was: though it maintains all that 
doctrine, which Chrift and his apoftles preach- 
ed; yet, the profeffors and preachers of it, are 
called. fcifmatics and heretics. And even a 
mongtt thefe who profefs the reformed religion, 
how is the flower of godlinefs contradicted. 
and contemned, by thofe that reft only ina 
form! They that are fervent in /pirit, ferving the 
Lord, mutt expect to be evil fpoken: of, by fuch 
as affect lukewarmnefs, and indifference in 
religion; and fo, 

6.. His /ervants and people are alfo.reproached. 
The preachers of Chritt are, with a.diftinguith- 
ing enmity, every where /poken: againfi, 2 Cor. 
xxxvi. 16. They have been trampled. upon as. 
the filth of the world, and.the ofscouring of allthings, 
Ezek. xxxili. 30, 31, 32. The ftandard-bearers 
have been mott {truck at.—The proféfors of re- 
ligion alfo, have been reproached, reviled, and. 
perfecuted, Matth. v. 11, 12... God’s heritage’ 
hath been always a fpeckled bird; and his’ 
children forfigns and wonders; and thofewho | 
are the greateft bleffings of the age, branded: 
as troublers of Ifrael. And, indeed, Jf they called. 
the mafier of the houfe Beelzebub, no nick-name 
faftened upon his followers, can feem ftrange. 
But this leads, / . 


Ill. To the thridthing, which was, To enquire 
into fome of thefe marks of reproach and contempt, 
that ufes.to be caft upon Chrift and his friends, 
in the world. It is a true faying that theapo- 
ftle hath, with refpeét to the children of God; 
Tf in this life only we had; hope, we: are: of all men the 
moft miferable.. "This he {peaks with reference to: 
the trials they muft lay their account with, in: 
the world; for, they muft be the butt of the 
malice of the world, and the fubjec& of the 
mockery of the wicked; yea, of many profef- 
fors in Ifrael; Behold, I and the children, whom 
the Lord hath given.mé, are for figns and for wonders 
in Irael, There are thefe, and :the hike fol- 
lowing marks of reproach that are caft upon | 
them.. : . ete" 

The frfi. mark of reproach is, That fome- 
times they. are heldfor monfters and prodigies 
of folly and impudence; 1 Cor. iv. 10. We are fools 
Jor Chrift's, Jake; i: e. we are. thus: reckoned in: 
the judgment of the world; becanfe we pre- 
fer affliction before: fin; and’ becaufe we fear 
God more-than’man;:and:the wrath of God 
more than the wrath of a king... The! world 
reckons it a folly for men to choofe affliction 
rather than fin. No doubt, thethiee children 
were reckoned fools; to expofe themfelves to 
the king’s fiery furnace: but furely. it -was 
more’ wifdom than ‘to expofe themfelves «to 
God's fiery furnace, whofe wrath is more ter= 
rible than all the fury of the kings: of the 
earth, . The world thinks:Mofes’s choice:a fol- 
ly; what! to prefer afflictions: with the people' of 
God, before all the pleafures of fin, and grandeur 
of Pharoah’s cowrtt! fol sid aSoroat es k¥ 

The fecond mark of. reproach: is this, They 
are fometimes held for monfters and. prodi- 
gies of wickedne/s, montters of willany. Chritt 
himfelf was reproached as the moft-arrant vil-. 
lain, upon the face of the earthyaman im¢om- 
pact with the devil: his followers were ftig- 
matized with the greateft of wickednefs ; their 
religious meetings and conventicles for di- 
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vine worfhip, were reproached as being cloaks 
for covering the defign of whoredom and. un- 
cleannefs. Papifts have looked; upon Proteftants 
as the wortft of devils. incarnate: and do not, 
loofe-living perfons look upon thofe that are 
ftrict to be nothing but bafe perfons, a. pack 
of hypocrites, liars, and deceiyers? They put 
them in bear-{kins, and then. bark at them, and 
worry them. You.will get.a wretched, grace-. 
lefs, curfing, ranting debauchee, that, in fome, 
company, will perfecute a.child. of God, and. 
make him as hell, if you. will believe him; 
and, if you, obferve attentively, you: may: fee 
juft the devil, the father of lies and accufer of. 


_ The third mark of reproach is, That they are 
fometimes held as monfters, of zmjuriou/ne/s and 
hurtfulne/s: though even, for their fakes. the 
world is upheld, and for their fakes the wick- 
ed have many mercies, continued, with them ; 
yet they are many times looked upon as the 
troublers of church and ftate:, thus. Elijah was 
the man that moft lamented the fins of Ifrael, 
and yet he is called the troubler of I/rael, 1 Kings 
xvili.17.. Thus they are reproached fometimes, 
with rebellion, and as enemies to.civil govern- 
ment, having laws different from all people, 
Efther 111. 8..4nd Haman faid unto the king Abafuerus, 
There 1s acertain people cattered abroad, and difper/- 
ed among the people, iu all the provinces of thy king- 
dom, and their laws are diverfe from all people, nei- 
ther keep they the king’s laws ; therefore rt 2s not for 
the king's profit to fugfer them. While they hold 
by the laws of King Jefus, in oppofition to all 
the laws of earthly government, that feem to 
clafh with the law.of God, then they are treat- 
ed as lawlefs perfons. When Amos was. re- 
proving the fins of Hrael, the priefts of Bethel 

complain upon him to the government, Amos 
Xx. 11,13. Thus were the Chriftians reproached, 
Acts xvii. 7. The/e are they, fay the wicked Jews, 
that have turned the world upfide down: and thefe 
all do contrary to the decrees of Cefar, faying, 
That there is another king, one Fefus. ‘Thus the 
builders of the walls of Jerufalem were accuf- 
ed and charged with rebellion, againft the go- 
ernment, Neh. 11. 19. They laughed us to /corn, 
and defpifed us, faying, What rs this ye do? Will ye 
rebel againft the king? ; ~ es 
The fourth mark of reproach. is this, They 
are fometimes held as. monfters. of pride and 
eee ; as men affecting fingularity; as men 
who think themfelyes wifer than others, and 
as a fect and faction preferable.to all others, 
Acts xxvili. 22. As for this fect, we know, that every 
where it 1s Jpoken againf?: where the godly were 
reprefented under the invidious name of a fect, 
or a party, that affected fingularity.—The ma- 
fers and maintainers of fects are looked upOP 
as aa to the great corporation of mankind: 
but there is not the leaft colour to put this fean- 
dalous character upon the true profeflors of 
Chriftianity, or followers of Chrift: for, it efta- 
blifhes that which is of general concern to all 
“WAT RA eta eee ee aes Soe & 

We read, indeed, of the fect of the Sadducees, 
-whojuftly deferved that character; becaufe they 
overturned the foundation of religion, by de- 

nying a future ftate, and the immortality of 
‘the foul: whereas, the gofpel, and true reli gion, 
‘eftablifh thofe principles that concern man’s 
everlafting welfare.— Alfo it cannot be called 


_and counted the badge 
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a fect, becaufe it hath a native tendency to the 
umting the children of men to the Son of God, 
and to one another in him, by love. Chrift 
died to break down partition-walls, and to flay 
all enmity; and taught all his followers, not 
only to love one another, but to love their enemies. 
And his gofpel, and the believers of it, are far 
from being a fect, which is fuppofed to lead to 
divifion, and fow difcord. It is true, the preach- 
ing of the gofpel hath been the occafion of much 
contention in the world: and hence the preach- 
ers of the gofpel have been branded as men of 
contention, Jer. xv. 10. where the prophet fays, 
he was born a man of firife, and a man of contention 
to the whole.earth ; on which account Chrift fays, 
he. came not to fend peace, but a fword; and to fet men 
at variance one againft another, Mat: x. 34, 35. in- 
timating, what occafion of contention the gof- 
pel would be; and what a load of reproaches 
might thereupon be caft upon its followers, as 
if they were contentious perfons, and divifion- 
makers: but whatever divifion or contention it 
be the occafion of, yet it is nowife the. cau/e of 
contention ; for, it was intended to be the cure 
of it: and fo far as gofpel truth and principles 
do powerfully prevail, upon the hearts of men, 
fo far doth it make them meek and quiet, and 
of aloving difpofition ; for, the w7/dom thatis from 
above, is pure and peaceable; and the gofpel pro- 
claims peace on carth.—In a word, true gofpel- 
believers are fo far from being a divifive fect, 
that, whereas the authors of fects ufe to be 
governed by /ecular mmtereft,and to aim at wealth, 
honour, and grandeur; true religion, inftead 
of preferring,a man to honour, lays him open 
to difgrace; and lays him obnoxious to fines 
and forfeiture, to flames and faggots, racks 
and imprifonments, when religion is perfecute 
openly,as,was the common lot of the primitive 
Chriftians, and of feveral after-ages of the 
church; and hath-been the lot of fome in Bri- 
tain, yea, in Scotland, fince the Reformation ; 
and that 1tis.not the lot of our day, is owing 
to reftraining Providence; but how foon it may 
be our lot, it.is hard to,tell, However, in this 
refpect, it is far from being a fect governed by. 
fecular intereft. 

We read likewife of the /ect of the Pharifees; 
and they proved themfelves to be a fect, by. 
thirfting after the praife of men, by. devour- 
ing widows boufes, and the like: but fome fworn 
enemies.to the Chriftian religion, fuch as Cefar 
Vaninus, who. was induftrious in fearching out 
all objections againft it, owned there was no- 
thing in it that favoured of carnal and worldly 
defigns. ‘True Chriftianity is a heavenly cal- 
ling, not under the conduct of flefhly wifdom. 
.. But 1f, notwithftanding of all this, the true 
followers of, Chrift be nicknamed a fect; if a 
{trict and fober converfation ; if a zealous con- 
tending for the faith; if a diligent attendance 
upon and adherence ta the gofpel, andits truths 
andordinances; if joining in religious focieties, 
for prayer and Chriftian conference, and endea- 
vouring, in our places, the fuppreflion of er- 
ror, immorality, and profanenefs ; if a vigorous 
oppofition, to every thing that incroaches upon 


the prerogative of Chrift, or tendeth to hurt the 


dogtrine, worfhip, difcipline and government 
of his houfe; if thefe, and the like, be called 
xe of a fect, or party, let 
us not he moved at ic; but rather fay as David, 
m. vi, 22. Uf this be to be wile, I will be more 
vile. Let us not be deterred from gofpel-prin- 
ciples and practices, by the invidious nameof a 


“feet: .- 
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feé: it is better to be under the reproach of 
men, for following of Chrift, than to be under 
the curfe of God for forfaking him, 

The fjth mark of reproach caft upon them 
is, That fometimes they are held as monfters 
of error, and as figns and wonders for novelty 
of doétrine and deportment, Acts xvii. 19, 20. 
What new doctrine is this? For thou bringeft certain 
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firange things to our ears: and yet it was nothing: 


but the doctrine of Chrift and his gofpel, preach- 
ed from the beginning of the world in paradife, 
and profefled of through the Old Teftament ; 
however, it was reproached as a new fcheme, 
and a doétrine fubverfive of the law ; This fellow 


law and the prophets ; Iam not come to deftroy but to 
fulfil. And Paul vindicated himfelf, Rom. iti. 31. 
Do we make void the law,through faith? God forhid! 
Nay; we eftablifh the law. ~~ 

The fixth mark of reproach.is, They are held 
as montters of melancholy, dulne/s, and ftupidity ; 
thatisan ordinary reproach caft upon religion, 
as if it turned men dumpith and fottifh, dull 
and melancholy: which is occafioned efpe- 
cially by the umbled and dejected circumftances of 
new beginners in religion; while they are un- 
der a fpirit of bondage, and under a law-work 
of conviction and humiliation. But let poor 
humbled fouls, that are weighted under a fenfe 
of fin, and fear of wrath, and grievous reflecti- 
ons, upon, their mifpent time; and with a con- 
cern about what will become of them at death 


and judgment, and through a long vaft re 


nity ;.let them remember, that it is. better to 
bear that yoke, for a while, till the Lord him- 
felf give-an outgate, though they fhould be 
called mad and melancholy both, than to bear 
the yoke of God’s everlafting wrath} which 
will be wreathed about the necks of all defpif- 
ers of God:and godlinefs.—Sometimes this re- 
proach is occafioned. .by the ‘diferent ‘difpofitions 
that true religion works upon its followers, 
from that of the world. True godlinefs makes 
a man leave all finful pleafure and delight, as 
well as all finful profit.and gain: and this be- 
ing contrary to the way of the world, the man 
that is thus mortified to the world, is prefently 
cenfured for melancholy: whereas no pleafure 
in the world is comparable to the pleafure of 
religion ; Wifdom’s ways are pleafantne/s. And reli- 
gion is fo far from being a melancholy, uncom- 
fortable thing, that nothing fills the religious 
man with more grief and melancholy than 
this, that he is not religious enough; and that 
he thinks he hath no religion. Some profpect 
of eternal happinefs, in Chrift Jefus, treedom 
from divine wrath, communion and fellowfhip 
with God, and religion, in the life‘and power 
of it, is the beft antidote againft’ melancholy 
that I know; and the greateft advancer of fo- 
‘ber mirth, and fpiritual gladnefs. ~~’ 

“In a word, manifold are the marks of re- 
‘proach faftened upon true religion, and its 
friends.—Sometimes they are reproached as 
‘montters of ingratitude to the world, becaufe they 
-will not humour and pleafe them, in the way 
‘of wickednefs; becaufe they will ferve them 
‘only, 4/que ad aras, according to the Latin pro- 
‘verb; thatisto fay, asfarasis lawful, and no far- 
‘ther.—Sometimes they are reproached as mon- 
fters of wrath and /pite, while their zeal for God 
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comes under the name of anger, and canker, 
and rancour. The meek of the earth can bear 
injuries againft themfelves: but if they cannot 
bear the injuries that are done to the honour 
of God; if they cannot bear evil, as it is faid to 
the commendation of the church of Ephefus, 
Rev. ii, 2.; then they are cenfured and ftigma- 
tized for hot-headed zealots. If they be faith- 
ful in reproving of fin, and teftifying againft 
other general defections, or particular enormi- 
ties, then they are ready to meet with the pro- 
phet Micaiah’s entertainment; This fellow.never 
Jpeaks good of me:—Sometimes they are reproach- 
ed as bunglers and babblers, Acts xvii. 18. The 
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forty-two children of them, 2 Kin con 23,.24.—— 
many marks of 
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nity 
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nity of his perfon, that he was the Son of God: 
yea, when he called himfelf the Son of God, 
they called hima blafphemer, and ftoned him. 


They did not know.the excellency of his doc-, 


trine, otherwife they would never have faid, 
that he deceiveth the.people.. They did not. 
know the defign of his coming, or that he 


was the Saviour of the world, and was to die 


that they might live. They did not know him. 
in the power of his refurrection, or.the fellow- 
fhip of his fufferings: and therefore, they re- 
proached him.—The world doth not know his 
followers and friends neither: though the world 
may know them, with refpect to their outward, 
circumftances, yet the world doth not know 
the people of God.. The world doth not know 
them in their fpiritual relation to'God, as being 
the children of God. The world doth not know 
them in their {piritual fate of favour and friend- 
fhip with God. The world.doth not know 
them in their. fpiritual privileges, graces, and en- 
dowments, The world doth not know them in 
re{peét of their love to God, and God’s love to 
them, and his difpofition toward them. The 
world doth not know them in their. acts of faith 
toward. a God in Chrift. The world doth not 
know. them in their /ecret duties, and fecret fel- 
lowihip with God: their life is hid with Chrift. in: 
God. As.in a frofty night the ftars will appear 
to them that live imthat climate; while thofe 
that live in another climate, cannot difcern 
them: fo will the graces of the godly appear, 
like fo many gliftering diamonds, to the fpi- 
ritual difcerning of thofe, who live in the fame 
fpiritual climate. But the world cannot fee 
them ; they live in another climate; The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ; they 
are fooli/bnefs unto bum. : The world doth not know 
them, in refpect of their u/efulne/s; how ufeful 
they are, to bring down blefflings on thefe a- 
mong whom they live; and how.ufeful they 
are; in holding off many fad, judgments: fo 
ten righteous men, in Sodom,. would have fav- 
ed it from deftruction. The world doth not 
know them in theferefpects; they donot know 
them becaufe they are fpiritually blind: they 
do not know them, becaufe they do not. con- 
verfe with them; they do not keep company 
with: them; they may outwardly trade with 
them, but. have no, {piritual correfpondence 
with them; And, O. how excellent are: the 
ways of God, which none reproach but thofe 
that know them.not ! ee PARE he 
» 2. They are for figns and wonders in the 
world, becaufe they are not Jike the world; they 
are unlike to the wicked. As men will won- 
der-at a.perfon that is not like other folk: fo 
they are for wonders becaufe they are a diffe- 
rent {pecies from the-world; yea, they are men 
f another world, John xv. 18, 17.; where you 
fee the world hates the people of God, becaufe 
they, aré like Chrift, who was hated of. the 
world ;, and becaufe they are unlike unto the 
world: ;they are new-born; and have another 
nature: they are ftrangers here, and have their 
face fet toward another world. They are many 
ways. unlike the world:—The world and they 
are objects of diferent. affections ; the one is loyed, 
and the other is hated of God.—They are /ub- 
jects of different Lords, viz. Godand the devil: 
and thefe two Lords command contrary things; 
they promife contrary rewards, and they threa- 
ten contrary punifhments. The devil com- 


mands men to ferve their lufts; he promifes 


Te tr Aegaee! 6 


HLS, FOLLOM,E R S&S. 433 


them temporal pleafures, and he threatens 
temporal miferies to-thefe that will not ferve 
him. Now, God’s commands, promifes, and 
threatenings are of another nature: and fo 
there is a vaft odds between the one and the 
other, while they are fubjects of differentLords ; 
the godly being brought from darkne/i. to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God ; the wicked 
being led captives by Satan, at his pleafure; 
he rules in the hearts of the children of difobedience : 
yea, the god of this world blinds their eyes; and 
fugeefts all manner of evil unto them, and fills 
them with prejudice and enmity againft the 
faints.—But then, as they are objects of different 
affections, and fubjects of different Lords, fo 
they are per/ons of different principles, that they act 
from: the one a¢ts merely from the flefh, the 
other acts from the Spirit: contrary {pirits act 
them feverally ; Ye have not received the fpirit of 
this world, but the Spirit which is of God.—Further, 
they are a people of different ends, whether we 
confider the end propofed by them, or the end 
defigned upon them. _ As to the end propofed by 
them;..the godly man propofes the glory of God, 
as his great and ultimate end: the wicked man 
propofes the fatisfaction of his own lufis, as his 
end. As to the end defgned upon them; the 
end of the godly man will be, that he /hall enter 
into the joy of his Lord, to be for ever with him: 
the end of the wicked will be, that be /hall be 
turned into bell, to be tormented with the devil 
and his angels. Now, feeing they are every 
way; fo unlike to the world, no wonder that 
they be for figns and ;wonders in the world; 
for, What fellow/hip hath rightcoufne/s with unrigh- 
teoufne/s? Or, what concord hath light with darkne/s? 
What communion hath Chrift with Belial? What part 
hath he that beheveth. with an infidel? 2.Cor. vi. 
14,:15.., Now, becaufe they. are fo unlike the 
world, and: cannot: follow the courfe of the 
world; therefore they-are reproached therein: 
They think it firange, that they run not with them, to 
the fame exce/s of riot ; [peaking evil of you, 1 Pet.iv. 4. 
3. They are for figns and for wonders in the 
world, becaufe they are enemies tothe way of the 
world. The wickedne/s of the world is a vexa- 
tion tothem; For that righteous mau Lot, dwelling 
among then,;-in feeing, and bearing, vexed bis righte- 
ous foul from day to day, with their unlawful deeds, 
2 Pet. it. 8: An unjuft man.is_ an abomination to the 
jupt; and he that is upright mthe way, 1s abomination 
to the wicked, Prov., xxix. 27.. The godly hate 
their ways, not their perfons:. we are obliged 
to love your perfons, but to hate your vices, 
Pfal. cxxxix. 21,22. They cannot but be as figns 
and wonders to the wicked, efpecially when 
they hate that which. they love, and love that 
which they hate. And the world is not behind 
with them, in their hatred: ‘for, as the godly 
hate the wickednefs of the wicked, as far as 
he is godly ; fo the wicked hate the godly, and 
their godlinefs both; The carnal mind. of them is 
enmity againft. God: and the heart being full of 
enmity, out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
Jpeaketh, and fpeaketh reproachfully. The very 
root of allthis oppofition, is the enmity that 
is put between thefeed of the woman, and the 

feed of the ferpent. ho 
4. They are for figns and for wonders in 
Ifrael, and in the world, becaufe they reprove 
the world, and do what they can to caufe them 
leave their carnal joy, their darling pleafures, 
and finful delights, of which they are fo fond. . 
—The children of God are the lights of the arn 
ce - Phil. 
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Phil. ii. 15. That ye may be blamele/s and harmle/t ; 


the fons of God without rebuke, in the mdft of a crook- 
ed and perverfe generation, among whom’ ye /hine as 
lights in the world, Now, the natural man lov- 
eth not to come to this light; Every one that 
doth evil, hateth the light; neither cometh to the 
light, left bis deeds fbould be reproved, John iil. 20. 
They will not come near the godly, fo to fpeak; 
they will not come fo much as in fpeaking 
terms with them, upon any {piritual heavenly 
difcourfe: they love not to talk with them, o- 
therwife their talk would reprove theirs, which 
is nothing but the language of Afhdod: they 
love not to walk or converfe with them, other- 
wife their walk and converfation would reprove 
and condemn theirs ; and hence they care for 
none of their change: their company is but a 
burden to them; they are in bondage when 
they are obliged to be in their company any 
time, efpecially if they be very fpiritual Chri- 
ftians: the more fpiritual their converfation is, 
the more hateful is it to the carnal man.—The 


godly are the alt of the earth, to keep the world 
from ftinking; this falt will fmart their wounds 


and fores; and they cannot endure to be crof- 
fed: hence they hate them that rebuke in the gate, 
and they abhor him that fpeoketh uprightly, Amos v. 
10. Reprove a feorner, and he will hate thee, faith 
Solomon, Prov. ix. 8. See alfo ver 7. He that 
reproveth a fcorner, getteth to bimfelf fhame: and 
he that rebuketh a wicked man, getteth to himfelf a 
blot. Men fpeak againft religion, becaufe it 
fpeaks againfithem. Why were the Pharifees 
fo exafperated againft Chrift, but becaufe he 
fpake his parables againft them? John vii,7. He 
was afign every where fpoken againft, becaufe 
his doétrine every where fpeaketh againft the 
way of the world: and no wonder then that all 
thefe fpeak againft it, who hate to be convinc- 
ed by it, and fear to be condemned by it. ‘Why 
are faithful minifters fo much hated‘in the 
world, but becaufe they fhew people their tranf- 
ereflions, their drunkennefs, whoredom, fwear- 
ing, lying, and Sabbath-breaking; their vil- 
lainy, knavery, and vice? —Though none pre- 
tend it is for that caufe they hate them, but, 
perhaps fay, it is for {ome ill thing they alledge 
againftthem: forSatan hides his calumny and 
cruelty beft! under a cloak of pretence for reli- 
gion. But, however,if they would flatter men, 
and {peak peace to them, to whom God {peaks 
no peace, they might avoid a great deal of re- 
proach and cenfure; but they dare not do it: 
they are not to make a new law, or a new gof- 
pel, but to preach that which is made, Jer. xv. 
19. There we have the minifterial commiflion; 
Let them return. unto thee, but return not thou unto 
ibem. The hearts and lives of men mutt be 
brought to comply with the-word of God; for 
the word of God can never be made to comply 
with the humours and fancies of men: if they 


aim at pleafing men, they cannot approve | a) . ink 
range get ac unto you, 1 Pet. ive 12, We 
not t 


themfelvées the fervants of Chrift; and there- 
fore they are reproached and evil {poken of. 


“7 The fib thing was, The application of the 
fubjeé&t; which we fhall effay in an ufe of in- 
formation, trial, and exhortation. ~~ 


for wonders. 1 fear, to enlarge on this 
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1. The neceffity of a day of judgment: for, if the 
world might be judged here, the beft in the 
world would be run down with reproach and 
condemned; yea, hatedas monfters. But what 
a wonder of divine patience is it, that this glo- 
rious One, who hath fo much faid againft him 
and his followers, while he ‘and his children 


ful in your dealings, loofe and untendérin your 
walk, you bring up an ill report upon religion, 
and make enemies think that religion is but a 
fham.—See the duty of profane folk’: that they 
beware of reproaching and contemning religion, 
and religious people, upon whatever pretence. 
And if none but faints fhall win to ~heaven 
what will become of them that look upon rs 
as monfters !—-See alfo the duty of /aits, and 
of all the children of God that are reproached: 
they are not to account it'a frange thing though 
the world look upon'them as monfters: yea, fo 
blind is the world,’ that they may teckon‘you 
the very folk, that fhould be banifhed out of 
the world. Paul} before his converfion; look 
ed upon the faints as worthy of death; A€ts xxvi. 
9, 10, 11. Lverily thought with myfelf, that T ought 
todo many things.contrary to the name of “Fefus: which 
thing I alfo did in Ferufalem;. and many of the‘ famts 
did T [hut up in'prifon, having received authority from 
the chief prieft; and when they were put to death, I 
gave my voice againft them. And-T poe ‘them oft 


dren whom the Lord hath given me, are for figns and 
fabject 


Piotch ee eee 5-3 
"3. Hence fee the réafon why the goW, in‘all 


on the fecond head, concerning Popery, &c. We 
iy ay 


feeing 
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feeing Chrift himfelf, and all his: followers, 
have beén thus treated. We are ready to re- 
fent any-repfoach'very hainoufly, faying, We 
do well to be angry; it is not a thing to be endured: 
yet, O how much doth God bear with'the con- 
tempt caft upon his name? How much doth 
Chritt bear with ‘the reproach caft upon ‘his 
name? And furely this fhould moderate our 
refentment of any indignity done to our name. 
This doth fot ‘hinder our taking all proper 
methods, for vifidicating our own reputation, 
aiid good namé; which is as' precious omtment: but 
only'it fhould mitigate our refentment; for, 
whoare we that we {hould not be contradicted, 
feeing Chriftthimfelf endured the contradiction of 
Jfinners againft himgelf?  °s 9° i 
~'g) Hence fee what a wonder of divine pow- 
er itis, thattrue Chrifianity and its followers have 
been' kept up, and maintained, and’ preferved 
in the world, notwithftanding of the univer- 
fal contradiétion and oppofition ‘it hath met 
with. The’ plantation of the’ gofpel-church, 
at fir; was oppofed by all the powers of dark- 
néfsand in‘all ages it hath‘met'with fuch op- 
pofition, that if it had not been of God, it had 
come to nought: This is the doing -of the Lord; 
and itis marvellous in our eyes. “That a profeflion, 
{o oppofite to’ the catinal thotghts, and fenfual 
delights of men, fhould be’ yet preferved in the 
world, is'a wonder, féecing it is every where 
fpoken againft, reproached, ‘and reviled; and 
yet ftrangely victorious, not only without, but 
againft fecular power and force, for fome ages. 
Here'is the bu/b burning, and yet not confumed.  - 
-2Mahomet'’s'delufions could never prevail in 
the World, till, getting the power of the fword, 
He ‘difcharged, upon pain of-death, {peaking 
againft him or his doctrine; and by fuch bar- 
Bafous methods it hath beed fupported now, 
above thefe thoufand years. Thus antichritt 
nlf6 had maintained his intereft, by eaufng -as 
many as would not worfbip the image of the beaft, to 
bé killed, Rev. xiii 15. Thus have €érrors-and 
falfe religion been propagate: but ftrip them 
of thefe fupports, and they fall to nothing of 
courfée, ‘Where is all the fplendor of the hea- 
then deitiés and'idolatries?: Are not their ora- 
eles filent, their’altars deferted, their gods fa- 
mifhed and pertifhed from: the'earth? Wemay 
not only fay, Where are the feds of Hamath and Ar- 
phad? Where are the gods 7 Sp Beenie Hena, and 
tvah? But, where aré the yods of Babylon and 
Egypt, Greece and:Rome? And the ilfuftrious. 
names of Saturn, Jupiter, ‘funo, and Diana? 
Where are the gods of out’ Britifh “anceftors, 
before they recived the light of the glorious 
gofpel? Theirnames are written im the ‘dutt. 
But, behold! Chrift ‘and ‘his glorious doctrine 
fill fldurith; in fome place of the world;to this 
days ‘though, for many ages’ deftituté ‘of ‘all 
féecular fupport; and affaulted on all harids, by 
datifie’ and ‘implacable enémites, yet {Hill it is 
upheld by its Own intrinfictruth and éxéellen- 
¢y}°and that divine power ‘that accompanied 
it: yea, to the end of the'world, the Captazm'of 
Jalvation will ride forth, in the chariot of this 
Staged a RE upon his head; ‘and 
is: bow in his hand, conquering and to‘conquer. 

“6. Hence fee the folly and: wickedne/s of thofe, 
that reproach the way of the Lord, who'fpeak 
againft Chrift and his holy religion, ‘as mon- 
flrous: furely we fhould Jament’ their cafe, 
becaufe of the ‘difhonout hereby done to thé 
name of God and Chrift. How fhrould it affec& 
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us that the God: that made the world fhould 
be fo vilified inthe world! That Chrift, who fo 
loved the world, fhould be hated by the world! 
What fhould we-do with the reproach caft up- 
on‘him and his followers, but as king Heze- 
kiah did with Rabfhakeh’s blafphemous letter; 
He Jpread it before the Lord, faying, Now, Lord; 
what wilt thou do for thy own name? and with the 
pfalmitt ; O God! how long fhall the adverfary.re- 
proach, and enemies blafpheme thy name, for ever? 
Pfal.. Ixxiv. 10,.18, 22. What a miferable 
condition are they in, who thus prefumptu- 
oufly-reproachthe way of:the Lord? Though 
they may do it with an air of affurance, as if 
there was no hazard; yet, -he that rolls this 
ftone, it will certainly return upon him: Zion 
will be a burdenfome ftone to her.énemies; 
and‘on whomfoever this ftone fall, it will grind 
them to powder. How little do reproachers 
confider what mifchief they do to the fouls of 
others? Unwary fouls are eafily beguiled, and 
brought over to entertain rooted prejudices a- 
gaint that which they hear every where {pok+ 
en againft and reproached. . Few have confi- 
deration and refolution enough to maintain a 
good opinion of that, which they, who fet up 
for wits, make it their bufinefs to ridicule and 
cry down.’ * Many poor fouls have their minds 
quite debauched, by thefe means: and, under 
a pretence of free thought, a fafhionable con- 
verfation, and a generous difdain of profeffing 
firigularity, atheiftical and deiftical principles 
are imbibed, ‘reftraints of confcience are fhak- 
en°off, brutifly lufts.are indulged, yea, pleaded 
for;-and ferious godlinefs, and fervent devo- 
tion, looked upon with contempt; and thus the 
héart impregnably fortified againft Chrift and 
tHé poipeho tor yd boos, gaits; 19 9981S 
Again, This doétrine may: be ‘improven by 
way of. trial. People may*try their flate: by 
this doétrine.* Though every mark of reproach 
be not a mark ‘of grace ; for,-fome: maybe 
juftly fpoken of, and yet be gracious perfonsy 
arid others may be unjuftly reproached, and 
yet be ‘gracelefs perforis: yet there are fome 
things whereby we may try, if we bereproach- 
ed, whether thé'reproaches caft upon us meet 
with fuch reception from us, as to determinate 
our being the children of Chrift, that are bear- 
ing hisreproach with himi'!) I‘may apply‘to 
this what the apoftle fays of chaftifement, Heb. 
x18. Tf ye be without chaftifement; then'are yerbaf- 
tards, and not fons’: and *yerchaftifement of it- 
felf,'as an affliion, is nomark of fonthipy: if 
it be not fanGtified: even fo here, if ye be with- 
otit' reproach, then are ye'baftards, and not 
children; aiid Yet reproach Of itfelfis nomark 
of being children; if it‘bemoc accompanied 
with faving good, \and if ic be'not fanctified-. 
QUEST. How yball we know if weet. ais foving 
good, ont of reproach, Such as* will difeover ustorl 
children? Behold, -1 afd’ my childten are for 
figns and wonders. > : HG PD fet: worsted 
'POTPis a mark 6f one’s petting faving good 
out of- reproach)‘ ‘if He-teceivethem withthe 
Janie mind and piritpwith which Chrift received 
them; ?-How did ‘Chrift receive: them?» Why, 
he récéived thet? a5 ott of his! Father's band. — 
Reproach was @. part of his»bitrer cups Vow, 
fays‘Chrift, ‘theeup which my Father giveth me to ' 


drink, [ball F not ‘drink it?” So; the’ child of God 
looks upon reproach, as coming from the hand 


“of God: though he fees the fintubhand of mai, 


yet 
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yet he fees the holy hand. of providence; this 
is obferved:in the text: We are for figns and won- 
ders, from the Lord of -hofts, that dwelleth in mount 
Zion: we fee the hand ofourGod. Thus David; 
God hath didden Shemei curfe David.— Again, 
Chrift received reproach with meekne/s; for, 
He. was:meck and lowly; when he was reviled, he 
reviled not again; when he fuffered, he threatened 
not: yea, he was fo far from reviling again, 
that he prayed for forgivenefs to his reproach- 
ers, Luke xxiii. 46. Something of the fame 
{pirit will bein us, .if reproach do usi!real 
good.++ He received them /ubmifively; He-com- 
mitted -himfelf to him that judgeth rig hteoufly,. 1 Pets 
ii. 23.!!-So:will we be fubmiflive to God’s: pro- 
vidential afflicting will, and thereby be more 
humbled. t orred ) 
2. It'is a fign of one’s getting, faving good 
of reproaches, ifithereby. they are brought, to 
examine themfelves, if they have given juft occa- 
fion for reproach: and though they find . they 
have given no juft occafion before men, yet are 
they made to fearch their own fouls, to fee and 
lament the fin that hath provoked God .to afflict 
them with the fcourge of tongues; and. there- 


upon are:made to pray, with Job, Shew me 


«wherefore thou contende/t with me, Job x. 2. ,And, 
withal,: being thankful to God, afcribing. it 
only to his grace, that they ‘have been kept 
from. giving any juft occafion for fuch an af- 
perfion: . BYE 
get is a mark of one’s getting good iof.re- 
proach,:if reproaches have.‘come while we 
were in a courfe of back/liding, and they: have been 
the means. of recovering us; »whence:we.are 
made to blefs the Lord that he hath fent them, 
to: put-ai flopito our defection. . This is. an. evi- 
dence of our getting good by reproach, as Da- 
vid faid of affliction: It zs good for me, that I was 
afficted; before T was.afficted, 1 went aftray, but 
now Ihave kept thy word, Pfal. cxix. 67... And 
that reproach was.a part of his affliction, is e- 
vident from -ver.:69. The proud have forged a lye 
againft me. ) rw be (Fini 
| 4. Itis an.evidence of one’s getting good of re- 
proach, when a perfon is, in a {piritual man- 
ner, /uitably affected, according to the rife of the 
reproach.—If it arife from our.fm, fo that we 
have:given occafion for the reproach, foas,God 
is difhonoured: if in that cafe the foul. be more 
grieved. for.the difhonour done to God,,than 
or-any: thing relative to his|own particular in- 
tereft ;.this is an.evidence.of his getting good 
théreby: why,:theman-in this cafe lays his 
own:Honour, inthe duft, and. grieves for the 
difhonour done to God.—lIf, the rife of the re- 
proach.be from:our duty, and thereupon the foul 
bemoreconfirmed in the way of duty, as thofe, 
Nehs vir8;, Ought we inot to walkin the fear of the 
Lord} i becaife.of thei reproach, of the brethren? And 
as David, Pfal. cxix..69..The proud have forged a 
dye,againft me: but Iwill keep thy. precepts with my 
_ whole -beart..!\ When,ai man, inftead of. being 
deferted from duty by reproach caft-upon him, 
is. more confirmed, and made. more :circum- 
fpect, in the, way of, duty, than ever.—If the 
reproach’ hath rifen from. our zeal for the con- 
cerns of Chriftand his intereft; and thereupon, 
the'man hath. been made to count it his glory, 
LEfleeming the reproach of Chrift, greater riches than 
the. treafures of Egypt: and the man is more 
igrieved' for the afperfions caft upon Chrift, 
ithan what concerneth himfelf, faying, as Pfal. 
dxixe 9. The zeal of thine houfe bath eaten me up; 
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and the reproaches of them that. reproach) thee, ‘are 
fallen upon me.—Thefe are evidences of reproach 
doing.good to a man: when thereby, alfo, he 
is made to long for the day of the manifeftation 
of the fons of God; when our reputation will-be 
cleared up, and afperfions caft upon us wipt a- 
via Thus much for marks in order to 
mielosisbomblayoei nthe deck 


- Again, ‘The doétrine may be applied for ex- 
hortation... Having no time for addrefling my- 
felf to.particular forts of perfons, I {hall of- 
fer thefe. following advices, and drop them in 
the general. a ive 
» Advite.t,. Let .all.profeflors. of religion take 
care, that they give xo occafion to any to.look, 
upon them, and- their religion: too as) mon-" 
{trous.,.. Some that wear Chrift’s livery may be 
taxed, .as a fcandal to his family, by their ly- 
ing; cheating, drunkennefs, whoredom, and 
other vices: though it is unjuft:and, unfair to 
reproach religion,; becaufe fome who profefs 
it expofe themfelves to reproach; yet, itis no 
doubt a) grievous.fin in thofe who give any oc- 
cafion to do fo, 1 Tim. v. 14. - We fhould pray, 
with David, Lead me in a plain path, becaufe of 
mine enemies; in the Hebrew it is, becau/e of mine 
OBSERVERS. Our,enemies are our obfervers; 
and though no finful practice is. confiftent with 
religion, yet enemies will think, and fay. fo, 
if they find us making it confiftent with the 
profeflion. of religion. :;#e hai chon reatoane 
Advice 2. 1f the world be fet upon fpeaking 
reproachfully.of.religion, let us.-be the: more 
engaged to {peak favourably of it... Every. be- 
liever fhould be both.a witnefs.and an advocate 
for his religion, and: for the, truth, . When 
you hear how God's. name is abufed,, his peo- 
ple, reproached, his, truth contradicted, have 
you never a word to fay for him? Whoever is 
afhamed of him now, of him. will he bea- 
fhamed when he.comes.in the glory of his Fa- ~ 
ther. If we hear our deareft friends inthe 
world flandered, we will. be ready to appear 
for their. vindication: and have.we no refent- 
ment of the contumely and contempt, caft up- 
on God, and Chrift, and the {criptures of truth? 
If we,fear we are not able; to.{peak for the 
truth, as we ought, -we may take encourage- 
ment.from, that, promife,. /t /ball-be given you in 
the Jame hour, what ye /hall peak. . Out of the mouth 
of babes. and fucklings he can ordain frength; and fo, 
Jiull.the adverfary and avenger.) .. 


monfters.. Let,none think the, worfe ae 


how much is to be faid in favours of the good old 
way, whoever they be that reproach it: Wi/dom’s 
ways are pleafautue/s, and all her paths peace.—All 
the wealth and pleafure of the world, is not 
worth an hour’s communion with God in 
oa Chrift, 


Serm. CXX. 


Chrift, in the way of believing the gofpel, and 
embracing the truth—Confider, that however 
the godly may be run down, they fhall be rai/ed 
up ; fe the reproaching of them is the reproach- 
ing of Chrift and his religion: though none 
pretend it is religion they reproach, but only 
fuch and fuch profeflors of religion; yet Chriit 
reckons himfelf concerned in the quarrel. If 
his people. be perfecuted with tongues or 
hands, it-is a perfecution of Chrift; Saul, Saul; 
why perfecute? thou me? And furely Chrift: will 
be too hard for his. enemies: he will concern 
himfelfin.the caufe of his friends and. child- 
- ren; and therefore, |he and his people, and his 
caufe and truths, will fuccef: sfully prevail, and 
have the, afcendant, ere all.be done, let the 
world do and fay what they: will... HP T1032 
Advice 4. Beware of reproaching your neigh- 
bour in any.cafe, left you come. to ibe amongft 
the reproachers..of Chrift andihis children: 
Speak not evil one of another, fauh, the apoftle. :; 
. (1.), Gods adi/charges this, practices, Thou shalt 
not raife.a falfe report: put not. thine-hand. with the 
wicked.to be an.unrighteous witne/s, Exod. xxiii. 1. 
‘Thou fhalt not RAIsE a falfe report; it may be 
rendered, Thou. /halt.not REGE1VE a fale report: 
and it fays; that ‘raifing, or receiving, of .falfe 
reports, are equally difcharged.«-:5) ven 
*.(2.), God obferves this bad carriage, in a {pe- 
cial manner; I havetheard the reproach of Moab, 
and the reviling of the children. of Ammon, how they 
have reproached my people, Zeph. ii. .8. da Jo 
(3-) God threatens fuch as arechargeableiwith 
thisrimpiety, in the fame place;. 4s hve, faith 
the, God of Irael, Moab fhall be as, Sodom, and Ammon 
as Gomorrah; this /hall they have for their.pride, be- 
caufe, they bave reproached and magnified them/felves, 
againft the people of the Lord of hofts,: Zeph. ii. 9,10, 
What [ball be given to thee? or what Shall be. done-to 
thee, thou. falfe tongue? Sharp arrows of the mighty, 
with coals of juniper, Pfal. cxx.3y 460 ees 
. (4.)The {cripture fhews this to be the ordi- 
nary practice of the wicked, and of the devil's 
children.. Chrift fays to his. reproachers, Ye 
are.of your father the devil, for bis works ye do, John 
Vill. 44., hrip 2 
_ (5.) Yea, revilers are put. among the num- 
ber of fuch, as fhall. be excommunicate from the 
prefence of the Lord; Know. ye not: that the un- 
righteous /hall not inberit the kingdom of God: be not 
deceived, neither formicators, nor adolaters, nor. adul- 
terers,—nor revilers— fhall inherit the kingdom of 
God, 1 Cor. vi. .9, 10. Dyieeate es eee 
(6.) Bonds of humanity fhould ‘oblige us to 
. take care of reproaching one another; the bonds 
of mutual obligation, fraternity, neighbour- 
hood, and brotherhood: the breaking of thefe 
bonds, was what imbittered the reproach of 
David; Pfal. lv. 12, 13, 14. \J¢ was not an enemy 
that reproached me, elfe I had born it, &c.; but it was 
thou,.a.man, mine equal, my guide, and mine acquain- 
tance:.we took fweet counfel together, and went to 
the houfe of God in company, Se 
In order to fhun this great evil, obferve your 
heart, for that is the fountain from which Salle 
witneffes, and all blafphemies proceed, Matth. xv. 
16.—Seek to have the heart freighted with love 
to God and man: Love thinketh no evil, and {peak- 
eth as little. —Beware of giving credit too haf- 
tily to any ill report, concerning. your neigh- 
bour: it 1s God’s command, as I inftanced al- 
ready, Receive not a falfe report.~—If you would 
not be a reproacher, beware of idlene/;; that is 
the root of much reproach: They learn to be idle, 
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wandermg about from houfe to houfe: and not only idle, 
but tattlérs alfo, and bufy bodies, /peaking things which 
they ought not, 1 Tim. v.13... If you would not 
be a reproacher, beware of pride and Jelf-love ; 
this flirs up to reproachful Jan guage; fuch, 
was that of Sanballet, Neh, iv. 2, 3, 4. What do 
thefe feeble Fews? will they fortify themfelves? will 
they Jacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will 
they revive the fiones out of the heaps of the rubbifb 
which are burnt? Now Tobiah the Ammonite was 
by him, and be faid, Even that which they build, of 
a fox go.up, he {hall even:break down their flone wall. 
Hear, O. our God, for we are defpifed: and turn their 
reproach upon their own bead, and.give them fora 
prey in- the land of captivity. “As of pride cometh 
contention; {oof pride cometh reproach, while 
a man.cannot endure that others-fhould' be’ a: 
bove him.—If you would not be’a reproacher, 
beware of being a: negleter of prayer: if webe 
reproached, we are not to reproach again, but, 
to. make.the reproach 'caft upon.us'to be an'er= 
rand.to.God, that our {pirits be not exafperate; 
this. was.the method that Nehemiah took,;.chap. 
iv. 4e.sAnd David, Pfal. lv. 16. after he had 
confidered Ahitophel’s reproaches ; But as for 
me, faith he, L wall callhupon God.—In a word, if 
you would be no reproacher, beware of hypo- 
cry, and hunting after the praises of men, like 
the Pharifees: fuch will be carelefs how much 
their neighbour be reproached, providing they 
be applauded: they all take meafures and me- 
thods for raifing uptheir own name, upon the 
ruins;of the reputation of: their neighbour, 
Butifiany, under a cloak of religion, or pre- 
tenceof ftri¢tnefs, ftudy to make’ others con 
temptible, and themfelves famous, they take 
buta method to make their own name'to tink! 
They Jay} Stand by;: for Fam ‘holier than thou: théfe 
are a fmoke in my nofe;a fire that burneth all the day, 

Mastixyessie ti aarrd sesliswece 
Advice 5. To thofe that are ‘reproached for 
Chrift, that they would dear'reproach for him: 
it is the exprefs comimand of God, Heb. xiii.13: 
Let us go forth to hums without thecamp, bearing his 
reproach. Wfa.li.7;8) Fear not the reproach of men: 
neather be afraid of their revilings + for the moth fhall 
eat them up like a garment, and the worm fhall cat 
them like wool. Chrift bore many a reproach for 
us; and fhall we not bear.a reproach for him? 
If they called the mafter of the ‘houfe Beelzebub, how 
much.more fhallthey call them of his houfhold? Saints, 
in all ages, have been inured to'this crofs: For 
thy fake have I born reproach, Pfal.lxix. 7. <The 
Old-teftament faints mentioned; Heb. xi: had 
the trial of cruel mockings. But there is a blef- 
fing:even ‘in this part of the crofs: Bleffed are ye 
whenmen fhall revile you; and perfecute you, and fall 
Jay all:manner of evil againft you falfely, for my name's 
Jake, Matth. xv. 11. And 1Pet. iv. 14, Tf ye be 
reproached for the name of Chrift, happy are ye; for 
the Spirit of glory and-of God refieth upon you: yeu, 
it tends to the glory of God; for it follows, 
On thei part be is evil fpoken of, but’ on your part he 
7s glorified. ‘There is.a day'coming, wherein 
fuch as bear reproach for Chrift, {hall be open- 
ly vindicated and owned by*him: Who/eever 
Shall confe/s me before men, him will I confess before 
my Father which is in heaven; that is, whatever 
affronts they meet from men, for owning of 
my gofpel, there is a day coming wherein I 
will openly vindicate them from fuch malici- 
ous reproaches.. Reproachers at that day will 
be obliged to account for all their bard /peeches, 
1Pet. iv. 3,4. Jude ver. 14, 1§.: Reproaches’ for 
Chrift 
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Chrift betokens a good condition ; Bleffed are ye 
when men _fhall hate you, and when they /hall fepa- 
rate you from: their company, and fhall reproach you, 
and caft out your name as evil, for the Son of man’s 
fake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for be- 
hold, your reward is great in heaven; for nthe like 
manner did their fathers unto the prophets, Lake vi. 
22,23. Whereas it is no good fign when all 
men. {peak well of us; Wo unto you when all men 
fall fpeak well of you: for fodid their fathers to the 
‘Salle prophets, ver. 26. The people of God are, 
for. the moft part, in a more lively exercife of 
grace, when under reproach, thanat other 
times; I take pleafure in wiftrmities, reproaches, per- 
Seeutions, and-diftreffes, forChroft's fake; for when I 
am weak, then am I ftrong, 1 Cor. xi. 10.0’ We are 
pilgrimshete, ina ftrange land, inourenemies 
land, and.are not to ftay:;,therefore-we fhould 
bear reproach for-Chrift:Letas bear his-reproach ; 
for here.we have no continumg city, but we Jeck one to 
come, Heb. xiii.rr3, 14.0 Chrift hath forwarned 
us-of reproaches for hisname; Remember the 
word that I. faid: to you;:Théfervant. is not greater 
than bis lord;.if they have' perfecuted me, they will 
alfo perfecute you, John xv: 20.~~Upon thefe con- 
fiderations, we fhould béar.teproach for Chritt, 
when called thereto. Wy 
vEsT..What help, in order to bear reproach for 
Chrifi, will you offer us? ig 
Answ. Aman that would bear reproach for 
Chrift, mutt be a Chrifian indeed, a believer in- 
deed.; otherwife he will never bear his reproach 
aright. It is he and the: children whom the 
Lord hath given him, that are figns and won- 
ders: if you.be.not amongft his children, you 
cannot be a-zealous fufferer for him.— Yea, a 
man that would bear reproach forChrift,needs 
to. be, not only a believer, but.a /rong believer, 
having much.Chriftian courage, that he may 
bear an hifs, as well as a hymn; I mean; a hifs 
of reproach; and difdain, aswell as a hymn of 
applaufe and. commendation: to bear this, re- 
quires the armour of | patience and fpiritual 


_courage, for, marching through the» world’s 


contempt and hazard, being looked upon asa 
monfter, and made the fcorn of fools: and all 
this requires the ftrength of faith ; Looking unto 
Fefus the author and finifher.of faith ; who for the joy 
that was fet before him, indured the crofs, defpifed the 
Shame, and is fet down at the right-hand of the throne 
of God, Heb. xii. 2. And, in the following words, 
we are called to confider him who endured fuch con- 
tradiction of finners againft him/elf, left we be weari- 
ed and faint in our minds; for we have not yet refifi- 
ed.unto blood, friving againft fn.—It requires much 
zeal for God.and love to him. Alas! who can 
fay, The zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up? — It 
requires a good cauje, and a good confezence: if 
a man be firmly perfuaded of the goodnefs of 
the .caufe, it will help him to bear reproach; 
while he doth ‘not fuffer as. an evil doer, though 
he,be reproached as fuch: anda good confci- 
ence is.an encouraging thing in this warfare ; 
alfo,, having a good confcience, that whereas they 
Speak evil of you, ‘as of evil doers, they may be afham- 
ed that falfly accufe your good converfation in Chrift, 
1 Pet. 111.16. iv. 15.—In a word, it requires con- 
ftant dependance upon the Captain of falvation, 
who was made perfect through fujerings. 
» Finally, Let us all confider and remember, 
that the caufe of Chrift will be a prevailing caufe 
in the iffue, However it be reproached in the 
world. There is a fchifm, a rent and divifion 
in the world, Sirs, ever fince the fall of Adam; 


- 
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a battle between the feed of. the woman and 
the feed of the ferpent; between Michael and 
his angels, and the dragon and his angels: but 
Michael and his angels, Chrift and his children, 
will‘ carry the day; and contradicted truths 
will be effectually cleared and vindicated; if 
never fully here, yet the day of the Lord will 
be the valley of decifion, when the great caufe 
of true religion will be decided, and the fer- 
pent’s head broken fo, as he fhall never hifs 
nor fpit his venom any more. 5 
It is now a day of reproach, a day to be la- 
mented, forthe bitter calumny that takes place 
therein: yea,‘I may call-heaven and’earth to 
witnefs, whether ever’ gofpel preachers and 
profeflors fuffered a‘ hotter“perfecution- of the 
tongue, than inthis apoftate age, wherein, if 
fome miniftérs fall foul wpon ‘the fins“and er- 
rors of the times, the very naming thereof is 
enough to ‘offend, though yet the nation be 
finking under the weight’ thereof. Never was 
a gofpel miniftry more ‘contemptible than in 
our day: Satan‘hath ufed: many inftruments; 
and moft of them have had their effect, to bring 
the difpenfers of gofpel ordinances into ‘con- 
tempt: and it is ftill more lamentable, that 
many have had a‘finful hand in bringing their | 
own miniftry under a reproach, and laying 
ftumbling-blocks-in the way of the fuccefs of 
the gofpel, and marring the edification of fouls, 
by fad compliances with the'public defections 
of the day, and-errors of the age.» * 
Itris:a day wherein the \¢o/pel of Chrift is con- 
temned. \ The time has been, when fome' have 
thought it worth:crofling the feas to enjoy the 
everlafting gofpel but now; \that it is become 
fo plenty and'cheap, many/are ‘loth ‘to’ crofs 
the. ftreets to-hear-it upon’ a' week-day, ‘ unlefs 
they have fome other errand; perhaps to.com- 
pliment a neighbour with their prefence, at a 
baptifm or a)-miarriage.’| How*much ‘are’ we 
fouring upon ‘the gofpel; ‘and loathing? the 
hony-comb!) ==. Sad 2h OA Ge RAGS: 
It is alfo a day wherein fome of the friends 
of Chrift are openly bantered; and lampooned, 
and gazed upon as figns and wonders; and 
wherein many facred truths\-are-publickly. de- 
famed and ridiculed; * and--beart-enemies to re- 
vealed religion, and to the gofpel in its purity, 
in the. mean time; takingoccafion utterly to 
run down the gofpel. What am I faying! In 
the name of the great God, I defy all the pow- 
ers of earth and hell to runit down: they may 
fooner run down the flowing tide, or the fun 
rifing in-its ftrength, than run down the leatt 
of the dictates of eternal. truths No? onejot-or title 
thereof fhall fall to the ground. Dagon thall fall 
before the ark; and the rod of Aaron: fhall 
{wallow up the rods’of the: magicians, ©. 
It is likewifea day wherein providence is fhak- 


Ina word, itis a day wherein that word feems 
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to be made out, that there /hall be /coffers walk- 
img after their own lufis: drunkards, whoremong- 
ers, atheifts, blafphemers,; debauchees, and 
profane fcoffers of the age; now have their 
day: it is now their hour, and the power of 
darknefs. This’is matter of lamentation, and 
deep lamentation. But, however, God will 
have his day ere long; and it will be a glori- 
ous day when Chrift will appear, in all the glo- 
ry and grandeur of the upper world, to the e- 
verlafting terror and confufion of all his ad- 
verfaries, and to the eternal joy and-honour of 
all his friends, who, though now they'are for 
figns and wonders, by way of reproach; will 
then be for figns and wonders by way of re- 
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nown; when Chrift will prefent them blame- 
lefs unto his Father, faying, “ Behold, I and the 
“children whom thou haft given me, who, as they 
“ have fuffered with me in’ my reproach in 
* time, muft now reign with me in my glory 
* through eternity.” 

_ O Sirs, let us feek, above all things, to be on 
Chrift’s fide, on the fide of truth now, and on 
the right-hand road to heaven, whatever rubs 
we may meet with by the way, fo as we may 
come to be on the right-hand of the throne, 
in the day of’ the manifeftation of the fons of 
God. | 

May the Lord blefs what’ hath been faid; and to. 
~"* “‘big name’ be praye. 


"SERMON cxx. 


or, the Great Evil of bein 


actuated, by carnal Principles, in the Matters of God, evinced.* 


Gat. 1.16. — Immediately. I conferred not with, felh and blood. 


“WUT HEN I confidered,the great {pring of 
W/V = all the motions and actions of the mott 
_o7,, Of people, at thisday;' and-whatfeems 
to be the grand counfellors, with whom. they 
generally confer, I thought it was, evident, 
from univerfal practice, that fle/h and. blood-are 
the great principle that influence the deport- 
ment and behayiour of the generation: And 
whenIconfidered, that notonly the wicked world, 
_ but even the mof eminent profeffors of religion, and 
the ¢ruly godly feem to difcover, by theirwalk 
. atthis.day, and.their finful conformity at this 
~ day with the world, and compliance with. the 
courfe of the times, their being: led. by motives 
from flefh and. blood : I fay, when I confidered 
thefe things, I thought the contrary practice 
and exampleof the great apoftle would, at leaft, 
be fuitable for difcovering the, great evil .of 
living under the conduct and influence of fuch 
carnal principles: Immediately Lconferred not with 
flefh.and blood. Sfsira Hi . 

The falfe teachers, who preached up the cere- 
monial law, were doing all they could to leffen 
Paul’s reputation, who preached the pure gof- 
pel of Chrift to. the Gentiles, and therefore, he 
is here fetting himfelf to. prove. the divinity of, 
his miffion and. do¢trine, which he doth feve- 


ral ways in this chapter;., particularly from 


verf. 11, 12.. He evidences: it by the manner 
wherein he received the gofpel;. that.it was 
not by- information from men, but, by. revelation from 
God, and, immediate zn/piration. of Chrift..bim/elf. 
Here he puts themin mind, = 

_. iff, Of his education, ver.13,14.; thathe had 
been not only a rejeczer of, Chriftianity, but a 
perfecutor of it: this he doth, that they might 
be affured he was not led to this religion purely 
by education, fince he had been. bred. up in en- 
miity and oppolition toit ; and that it behoved to 
be fomething extraordinary that had made fuch 


a change upon-him, and conquered the preju- 
dices of his education; and brought him not 
only to profe/s, but to preach that doctrine which 
he had-before fo. vehemently oppofed. 
2dly, He puts them in mind of his converfion, 
ver. 15,16. which is here defcribed four ways. 
Ie dn the author-of it, viz. Gop, the efficient 
caufe;.and the plea/ure of God, the moving caufe; 
It pleafed God. And this God is here defcribed 
two ways. eo | 
“"G8)' He is defetibed by his feparating grace ; 
He feparated me from my mot ber’s womb. The change 
that was wrought in Paul was in purfuance of 
a divine’ purpofe concerning him; whereby he 
was appointed to be a-believer'and an apottle. 
(2.) God:is here defcribed by his calling grace ; 
He called me by bis grace. Paalwas called in an 
immediate way and manner: there was fome- 
thing very peculiar, and extremely figular in 
his converfion... See Acts 1x. 1,—8. 
», 2. Paul’s converfion .is,defcribed in the man- 
ner ot it; It pleafed God to reveal kis Son in me, 
Chrift was not only revealed externally to him, 
but,alfo iz him. apie 
3: It is defcribed in the end of it; That [might 
preach him among the. heathen. .Paul- was both a 
Chriftian and an Apoftle by revelation, = 
4. His converfion.is defcribed. in the efec? in 
his carriage; Jmmediately I conferred not with flefh 
and blood. Xs ES 
From the words we might lay down and pro- 
fecute feveral doétrinal obfervations ; fuch as, 
(1.) That the mercy of God is preventing 
mercy, towards all whom it takes hold upon; 
it prevents them: before ever they are born, 
they are feparate. : | 
(2.) That none.are cALLED upon the ac- 
count of any good work, ox Janctity, or blamele/ne/s 
in themfelves;.no:. they are called of grace, 
and of the good pleafure of God. _ . 


__* We are not pofitively certain either when or where this Sermon was preached; but, from the place it hath in the Anthor’s notes, 
and fome paffages and references in the difcourfe itfelf, it appears to have been delivered in his own church at Dunfermline, fometime 


towards the latter end of the year 1723. 
of the Divine Attributes difplayed. 
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It was never before publifhed, and fell to be placed after Sermon VII, intitled, The Harmony 
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(3.) That the pocTRiNE of GRACE is the 
revelation of Chriff: God, in the gofpel, reveals 
his Son to us;eand, by his Spirit, reveals him 
in us, whemhe calls effectually. 4 
.) That when the cosr Ex is revealed, it is 
God that doth it; Jt pleafed God to reveal bis Son 
a” é. 

(5.) That to preach the Go/pel, is to preach 
CuristT; it is not a preaching of Mofes,. but 
Chritt. 

(6.) That in matters of RELIGION, there 
ought to be no confulting or conferring with 
fle/h and blood. Here the apoftle tells us his own 
practice, that he did not confult therewith: he 
did not confult man, nor apply himfelf to any 
other for their advice and direction; neither, as 
in the following verfe, did he go up to feru/alem, 
to thofe who were apofiles before him, as if he need- 
ed to be approved by them, or receive any far- 


ther inftructions or authority from them: fo* 


that it could not be pretended, that he was in- 
debted to any other for his knowledge of the 
gofpel, or his authority to preach it; but it ap- 
peared, that both his guahfications for;-and his 
call to the apoftolic office were,.extraordinary 
and divine. 

But although all thefe obfervations are couch- 
ed in the words, and natively deduced from 
them, yet Ichoofe to confine myfelf to the con- 
fideration of this text, as it may be taken more 
generally, and as bearing this propofition, vz. 


Doct. That in the matters, of God, there ought 
to be no confulting with’ fle/b, and blood. .Im- 
MEDIATELY |, CONFERRED NOT WITH 
FLESH AND BLOOD. 


In profecuting this fubject, through fuper- 
natural affiftance, we fhall obferve the follow- 


ing method and order. 


--1;-We would explain what is to be; under- 
ftood by fe/b and blood; and not conferring 
with it. , 

II.’ We would confirm the truth-of the doc- 
trine by fcripture examples... ..., -, 
III. Give the rea/ons why we.ought not to 
confult with flefh and blood. 


IV. Make application of the whole fubject,.in | 


feveral ufes. . 


I. We would explain the doctrine, by enquir- 
ing, 1. What we are to underftand by fe/b and 
blood. 2. What it is not to confer with flefh 
and. blood. 

if, We.are to enquire what is underftood by 
fle/b and blood. In general, Man, who is flefh 
and blood, is here principally intended; men, 
whether good or bad: the apoftle confulted not 
with men, but gave himfelf up to God. More 
particularly, by flefh and blood we may un- 
derftand carnal eafe, carnal reafon, carnal 
friends, and carnal counfels of fpiritual friends. 
‘ 1, By flefh and blood is meant carnal eafe and 
interef. Mafter, {pare thyfelf; what need all 
this toil and trouble? is the language of eafy 
nature. Paul, being now converted, and fo in 
a happy ftate, having his falvation fecured, 
carnal eafe might fay, What need you go and 
effay thefe travails, and encounter fuch hard- 
thips, in propagating the gofpel of Chrift, and 
{preading the knowledge of his name? Nay, 
but Paul, having got Chrift revealed in him, he 
would not confult with carnal eafe; he would 
now /pend and be {pent for Chrift. as 

2. By flefh and blood is underftood carnal rea- 
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Jon. Paul was now divinely taught, as Peter 
was, of whom Chriftfays, Fle/b.and blood hath 
noi revealed thefe things unto thee:. So, Chrift was 


‘revealed in Paul, not-by jle/h and blood; that is, 


not by carnal rea/on, or natural underfianding : and 
therefore he would, not confer with flefh and 
blood. . We ought.not to confult with carnal 
reafon in the matters. of religion., 

3. By flefh and blood is meant carnal friends : 
and by thefe,I underftand not only-natural rela- 
tions, as father, mother, brother, and fifter, who, 
when loved and followed more than Chrift, it 
isaconfulting with flefh and blood; and grace- 
lefs relations, with whom, our conference and 
confultation cannot, but be a:conferring with 
flefh and blood; but alfo all ungodly neighbours 
and acquaintances, whether blood-relations or 
not: to confult with them, or put any confi- 
dence in them, is to confult with flefh and 
blood. © “3 “he | 

_ 4. By fleth and blood is meant even the car- 
nal counfels, and carnal arguments of /piritual friends : 
for. godly and pious friends may offer ungodly 
and impious counfels ; fuch as Peter to his ma- 
fter, when he would diffuade him from going 
up to Ferufalem to fufer: ‘and Job’s wife to her 
hufband, when fhe faid to him, Curfe God and 
die; or, if it may be rendered, Bile/s God and die, 
it was an impious intention wherewith it was 
given. They that would not confult with ~ 
blood, muft not reft in the counfel of, godly 
flefh and’ friends, or truft thereunto.. “> 

5. In'a'word; by fleth and blood‘we’may un- 
derftand all carnal confidence whatfoever, whether 
from‘ without or from within; in others, or in 
ourfelves: for, while we have any confidence 
in the flefh, ‘in our own or others natural’ wif 
dom, righteoufnefs, or ftrength; we fo far con® 
fult with flefh’ and blood. ‘But this leads’ mé 
to confider, CT hav > 2g 

2dly,’ What is to be underftood by not ‘confer 
rmg with flefh atid blood. ‘We thall lay down 
what we take to‘be’the import thereof in the 


following particulars. 


1. Not conferring’with fleth and blood; im- 
ports a /hunning their company, in a manner: 
When we would*not confer with a man, then 
we fhun his company; we refufe to converfe 
with him: ‘fo, i hers we confer not with fleth 
and blood, we refufe, in a manner, the com- 
pany of fuch ill guefts. The man that confers 
not with flefh and blood, in the matters of God, 
he lets in to his company the wonderful Coun- 
fellor for his gueft, to converfe withal; and 
{huts all carnal ‘counfellors ‘to the door. The 
man that will not confer with fleth and blood. 
he avoids the falutations thereof, and fhuns 
converfation therewith. ‘: - . ee 
» 2. Not conferring with fiefh and blood, ‘im- 
ports.a not giving car‘ thereunto. ' When a ‘per 


‘fon will not confer with one, if he cannot get 


hiscompany altogether avoided, yet he will ftop 


his ear, that he may not’ hear what he fays: | 


fo, if flefh and blood will be in to our compa- 
ny, not to confer therewith is to give a deaf 
ear'to the fuggeftions of carnal ‘reafon, in the 
matters of God, and religion, and confcience. 
Shut the door againft all carnal counfel.! ¥" 
3. Not conferring with flefh and blood; im- 
ports, not taking their advice; nor regarding their 
Jolcitations, but rejecting their motions. If fleth 
and blood will be in with a‘word; and that we 
cannot get ourear ftopt fo faft but that we muft 
hear what it fays; then, if it will be heard, yet 
. it 


a 
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it muft not be regarded. It is vaftly dangerous 
to hear, and much more to join with carnal 
eounfellors, as Jacob of Simeon and Levi; 0 my 
Soul, come not thou.into their fecret ; unto their affem- 
bhjs, mine honour, -be not thou-united, Ger. xlix. 6. 
_-4. Notconferring with fleth and blood, im- 
ports, a not following the dictates thereof.. It may 
- bes that, through the prevailence of. corrupti- 


on, even in the; godly, flefh and. blood, and. 


carnal counfellors, are let,in to their company, 
and, when once,admitted,,they.are heard; and, 
when heard, they are too much. regarded: but 
here; at leaft,.they are to ftop; in regard-they 


have gone.too far; for, there wants nothing, 


in that cafe, but a putting the carnal counfel 
into execution: and therefore, . they ave to, go 
back all thefteps, by which.they have gone 
forward,in this.courfe; and to beware.of walk- 


ing in the counfel of flefh and blood, or; prac-. 


tiling: according to the advice thereof., - If, we 
walk in the counfel of the.ungodly, we are.in danger 
of ffanding in the way of finners::1f we ftand:in the 
way of fimners, we are next in. danger. of /itting in 
the feat of the fcornful, as you-have it, Pfal,4..1. 
If flefh and blood, will be in,with its word, yet 
it muft not be heard; if heard, yet.it muft not 
be regarded; af:regarded,..its advice muft not 
- be.followed, otherwife we,confer with: flefh 
and blood. rs a AS) esas 
».5»1n.a word, not to confer with flefh and 
blood, is not only. to rejec?, conference and con- 
fultation therewith, but to.recezve- other counfel- 
lors, and embrace better counfel than flefh and blood 
can give ;.and particularly, to confult with the 
oracles of the living-God, and. follow;the con-. 
duct of his word:and Spirit... - ‘i Ree 


Il. Weare next to confirm the truth of the doctrine, 
by, a,few {cripture. examples, that we.are. not, 
to.confult with flefh and blood, in the matters, 
of God and con{fcience. You may obferve thefe 
four excellent.examples in this matter... 


1.. To begin with the example of CurisT, 


the great. pattern. of ‘our imitation, in all his 
imitable perfections. When Peter came in with 


his carnal counfel, after Chrift had been for-- 


telling his death and.fufferings,. Peter began, 
forfooth, to rebuke him, faying, Be it far from 
thee, Lord; this fhall not be unto thee, Mat. xvi. 22. 
What! wilt thou fuffer fuch indignity? There. 
was the language of flefh and blood. But, how 
doth Chrift entertain it? He turneth himfelf 
to Peter, faying, Get thee behind me, Satan; thou 


art qn offence unto me: for thou favoureft not the things 


that be of God, but thofe that be of men. So, wl 
flefh-and blood comes it. with its folicitatic 
we ought to banifh the fame: with a} get thee 
behind me, Satattes oo fo Sy ye 
. 2; We havethe example of Abraham, when he 
went out of his own country, at the commandment of 
God, not knowing whither-he went, Heb: xi. 8, and 
" fo not confulting with flefh and blood:. yea, 
when God called him to offer up his fon, his 
only fon Iaac, flefh and blood might have ob- 
jected a thoufand things: that he was the child 
of, the promife; nay, that his offering Ifaac 
ould contradict the command of God; Thou /palt 
not kill: And contradict the promife of God; That 
indaac fhould his feed be called: that it would con- 
tradi the rule of natural afedion. Yea, but 
Abraham confulted. not with flefh and blood; 
— but.y, faith offered up Taac, as it is faid, Heb. 
xi.17- As little did he confult with flefh and 
blood, when he took God’s word, and trufted 
et ROGET Hie Me Catone 
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in him, with relation to his having Ifaac, when 
both his body and Satah’s was dead. 

3-. We have the example of Mo/és, of whom 
itjis {aid Heb. xi.24,—27. By faith Mo/es refufed 
to'be.called the fou of Pharaoh's daughter ; choofing ra- 
ther ta fuffer affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy, the. pleasures of fin for a feajon, &c. If he had’ 
conferred with flefh and blood, he had rather 
chofen to dwell at eafe in Pharaoh’s court, and. 
enjoy.all the pleafures and treafures thereof: 
but. he had learned, not to confer with fleth 
aed Sin et ee 

4,,We have the,example of Daniel, chap. iii. 

155.1617. when commanded to worfhip Ne- 
buchadnezzer’s gold image: if Daniel had con- 
fulted with. flefh and blood, he would eafily 
have complied with the courfes of the times, 
and:rather have worfhipped the golden image, 
than have; been.caft into the fiery furnace: for, 
flefh,and blood would have told him, that # 
was better to be wife than too precife. Yea, 
but.he,;and his companions could not be per- 
fuaded to.a little outward obedince; for, they 
confulted not with flefh and blood, but con- 
faulted with God, faying, We are not careful to an- 
Jwer. thee, O king, in this matter; for, the God whom 
we ferve 1s able; to fave us. Yea, fo far from con- 
fulting with flefh and blood was he and they, 
that they. would not defile themfelves with a 
portion of the king’s meat, Dan. i1.8.; nor with’ 
the wine which he drank, Flefh and blood 
would have told him, that there was no harm 
in meat; that it was a thing indifferent: but 
they were under another influence and condud@, 
than that of flefh and blood. Yea, foobftinate 
was. Daniel from confulting with flefh and 
blood; that notwithftanding the confpiracy of 
the nobles againft him, becaufe of his devoti- 
on towards his God, and their obtaining a de- 
cree.of cafting all into the lion’s den that fhould, 
for thirty days, worfhip any other, or afk any 
petition of another, except of Darius, Daniel 
went more openly and worthipped hisGodthan 
ever, in the view of his very enemies. Flefh 
and blood would have told him, that he might 
have difpenfed with.a little ceremony of open- 
ing windows, and expofing him.to danger that 
way; nay, but he confulted not with flefh and 


5 


blood. 


.. IIL, We now proceed toaflign the rea/ons, why 
we muft no confult with flefh and blood. We 
fhall only condefcend on the four following. 
1. Becaufe flefh and blood are. utterly unable 
to give advice, in the matters of God.  Fleth 
and blood could not fo much as tell howa man 
might be dorn agaim,.or regenerated, unlefs he 
fhould go into his mother’s womb again; as you 
feein the inftance of Nicodemus, a learned man, 
aruler of the Jews;.and a mafter in Ifrael, John 
ili, 1,4. Yea, when it was explained in part 
to him, it was impoflible for fefh and blood 
to underftand it, as he himfelf.confefled: How 
can thefe things be? John iii.9. Flefh and blood 
are altogether unable to give advice in the mat- 
fers ORI OG atin dee eee grocer 

2. Becaufe flefh and blood are unwilling to 
give advice in the matters of religion; for, 
they arein conftant rebellion again{ft God and 
godlinefs; The jle/h lifteth againft the Spirit, and 
the Spirit againft the flefh ; and thefe two are contrary — 
the. one to the other, Gal. v.17... Yea, flefh and 
blood are enmity againft God; Becau/é the car- 
nal mind is enmity againft God ;. and 4s not fubject to the 
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of God, neither indeed can be: fo then they that are after 
ihe fle/h cannot please God, Rom. Vii. 7, 8. Hence, 

3, Becaufe flefh and blood are unft for giv- 
ing advice in the matters of God, and confci- 


ence, and religion: if they be unable and’‘un>' 


willing, furely they are unfit to be ‘confulted 
with. It is a folly to confult with them; for, 


their counfel is like that of Ahithophel, that’ 
will be turned to fooli/hne/s. Flefh and blood will’ 


be fure to give us wrong adyice, and bad coun- 
fel in the matters of God. 
matters of God, to confult the enemies of God? 
No; for, What fellow/bip hath righteoufnef¢ with 
unrighteoufues/s? And what communion bath light with: 
darknefs ? What concord hath Chrift with Behal? or, 
what agreement hath the temple of God with idols ? 
a COL. vi, 14,06: Ook | a tatiee nee 

4, Becaufe it is dangerous to confult with flefh 
and blood. It is very dangerous, in feveral 
refpects; particularly in the four following 
ones. WF 3d 19 , 
(1.) It is dangerous, becaufe flefh and blood 
will hinder us from duty, if -we confer. with 
them. What hindered thofe that were bidden 
to the gofpel-featt? Why, one confulted with 
his farm, another with his merchandife; and fo’ 
they made light of the invitation, by confulting 
with flefh and blood,.and advifing with carnal 
reafon, and carnal eafe, Matth. xxii. 5, What 
hindered the rulers that believed.in Chrift from 
confeffing him?’ John. xii. 42, 43. Even fear, 
left they /bould be put out of the fynagogue ; for, they 
loved the praifé of men more than the praife of God. 
They confulted with flefh and blood. — 7 
(2.) It is dangerous, becaufe if we confult 
with flefh and blood, it will not only hinder us 
from entering upon a profeffion of Chrift, and 
fo lead us to the omiffion of duty, but alfo will 
make us venture upon thofe things, which God 
hath exprefly difcharged, and commanded that 
we fhould not do: fo Saul, when he went to 
deftroy the Amalekites, he had an exprefs com- 
mand to {pare nothing, 1 Sam. xv. 3. But Saul 
confulted with flefh and blood ; he /pared Agag, 
and fome of the beft of the cattle. Why, might 
flefh and blood fay to Saul, O! I'may be inthe 
like cafe; and he that fhews no mercy, fhall 
have no merey {hewn him; fo he fpared him. 
And he alfo confulted with flefh and blood 
concerning the cattle, and fheep, and oxen: 
carnal reafon told him, they would ferve for 
burnt-oferings, ver. 15. But Samuel told Saul 
afterward, That obedience was better than facrifice; 
aud to bearken, than the fat of rams, ver. 22. It was 
corifulting. with fleth and blood.that caufed Eve 
fo eat of the forbidden fruit: fhe faw it was 
fair 
iii. 6... pte 7 RI 
~°(3.) It is dangerous, becaufe if we ‘confult 
4vith flefh and blood, it will Hinder us from 
Suffering, in the:¢aufe of God. ’ The apoftles re- 
joiced in this, that they were counted worthy ‘to 
Suffer fhame for bis name, Acts v..41.; they count- 
ed it a great honour: it is a. gift of God when 
it is given, not only to believe, but to fuffer for 
his name. Had.Paul confulted with flefh and 
blood, he would never have been willing to 
die for Chrift’s fake, as Acts xxi. 11, 13. What 
mean ye to weep, and to break mine heart? Lam ready, 


not only to be bound, but alfo to die Rade Jor the 


name of the Lord Fefus. Eleth atid blood, inftead 
of fuffering for Chrift, will tell'a man to’ per- 
fecute the caufe’of Chrift, andthe followers of 
‘Chritt, againitknowledge and confciencé, if he 
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to the eye, and meat’to be defited, Gen. 
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confult ‘his own’ carnal eafe;*intereft, credit; 
and honour if the world: ©)! !!! }s%) steer oO! 

(4.) It is dangerous, becaufe' if we confult: 
with flefh and blood, it fends:a‘man‘at laft-to 


SERS 


carnal eafe, carnal reafon: and the conference 
is held in the heart; and at‘this’council Satan 
prefides ; for, he works in the children of ‘difobedi- 
ence. And what can be expected as the refult 
of fucha black and hellifh confultation? ‘For, 
at this council, iniquity is eftablithed by a law; 
and no atts paffed, ‘but acts of ‘rebellion’ and 
hoftility againft heaven. Indeed, the wicked 
world liften to no folicitations, no arguments, 
but what are drawn from flefh’and blood: and 
hence, in a fuitablenefs to the dictates of the 
carnal inclination, fome are hotly purfuing 
their pleafures,’ fome their profits, fome their © 
honour: the voluptuous man, his pleafuré, his 
cups, and queens; ‘the covetous man, his pro- 
fit, his worldly g¢ains}' the ambitious man, his 
honour, his credit and‘ prandéu¥—Whence is 
it that all manner’ of wickednefs, profanity; 
and carnality abound? Why; the-world are all 
bufy conferring with flefh and blood: this is 
the principle that 'fways them; hence fo weari- 
ed in duty, fecret, private, and public. 

2. See wherein it is, that the’ zmmortal foul, 
and its everlafting concerns, arefo much flight- 
ed and neglected by the world, while the body, 
and outward things, draw away all the con- 
cern after them: ‘why, it is becaufé men con- 
fult with fle/b and blood; they confult their car- 
nal eafe and outward conveniehcy; but do not 

snfult their foul’s everlafting welfare.” Fleth 
blood goes no higher than itfelf, arid takes 
no notice of the foul; or, if it doth, it provides 
no better for the foul than for the body, like 
the fool in the gofpel, who thought his fout 
might be happy with full barns ; Soul, rake thy 
reft, thou baft goods Sage for. many years. “Alas! 

ap inefs for’ 


fhort-lived | ran‘ immortal ‘fouls 
Thou fool, this bk Shall thy foul be required of thee: 
"3. Hence fee the root of Japérftition and will- 
worfhip, it flows from conferring with flefh and 
blood; which, hating the fpirituality’ of wort 
et ‘is moft taken up with carnal ordinances 
and human inventions, and uninftituted'cére- 
monies: Jn vain do they wor/bip me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men: “It 48 too'ré- 
markable, that the more ¢arnal that the gente 
ration is growing, the-more is abjured: cere- 
monies creeping in” among us, and the lefs 

“o teftifying. 
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teftifying againft the fame; though yet it be a 
burden which neither we nor our fathers were able te 
bear’, as the apoftle fays, Acts xvi:10. why tempt 
ye God'to put a yoke? The apoftle there {peaks of 
a yokeof ceremonies; once Spine of God him- 
felf; that now being abolifhed,.it'was a tetnpt- 
ing of’ God; much’more’ is theyoke: of ‘cere- 
monies that neverwere*enjoined.- But while 
weconfult with flefh ‘and “blood, we tamely 
fabmiit tothe yoke of ‘carnal ordinances, as they 
are called, Heb) ix.'i 0.5 and while the fpiritu- 
ality of worfhip is neglected'and detefted, and 
the‘internal ‘glory of ordinances is'out of ight: 
140 See what is the /pring of all dorruption tithe 


doéttine; worfhip, di(cipline; and government . 


of the houfe of God: it will be found ‘that 
confulting with fleth and blood;in the matters 
ofreligion, is at'the’bottom’thereof. (4; 
“(Whence is it that the dedrines of the gof- 
i have been fo much corrupted?. It is juft 
rom carnal reafon,and cofifulting with that 
ratherthan with the’ word ; We ver, ‘not knowing 
thé fcriptures, not conferring with the {criptures: 
or, if men confer'with the fetiptares, and con- 
fultthesword, it is not-with:the word andthe 
Spirir togethers but it is with the word and their 
own {pirit, their own carnal fentiments: hence 
fo many carnal interpretations of the {cripture;, 
and ¢arnal gloffes'upon the-word) fuiting the 
natural apprehenfions of men*¢oncerning the 
daw, asif it was fill ftanding in: force, asa 
covenant, againft believers *\as* well as unbe- 
hievers';\ or, ‘as if perfonal ‘obedience thereto 
were the way toeternal life, while yet the fcrip- 
tureteftifies of Chrift as’ ‘thé ‘only ‘way to life; 
and our’ obédierice now, whén évangelical,’as 
being only the neceflary ‘fruit and. evidence of 
union'to' him: ‘Pride of réafon, founds 'Soci- 
nianifm; pride of the will; Arminiani{m; pride 
of felfivighteoufne(s, NeonothianifmHow is 
the doctrine Of jafifcatin and faritification con- 
founded *, by meéns-conferring with fleth and 
blood? ‘Garnalreafon fuggelting, that God will 
not juftify us, but upon fome worthy confide- 
ration, Or valuable performance of ours, which 
intimates grofs:ignorance ‘of the gofpel, con- 
cerning free juftification by the blood of Chritt: 
— It is from this root; even the conferring with 
flefh and blood, that many alfo do abufe the 
doctrine of ‘the gofpel to Acéntionfness,-as if it 
encouraged wickednefs, which is blafphemy 
againit Ghriff, ¢ 7 | 
nay, thofe that reproachfully charge the doctrine 
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' (2.) Whence is it that the wor/bip which God 
hath appointed in his houfe, isfo much abufed? 
What is the rifeof all that deteftable neutrality 
in the worfhip of God, and wearinefs and luke- 
warmanefs:in the duties thereof?, Why, it is jutt 
mens.conferring with flefh and blood. Spiri- 
tual worfhip, and a carnal heart, cannot com: 
port,-fuityior agree together: That which is born 
of the flefhisfie/b. “And fleth andblood cannot 
endure {piritual work and worthip: hence men 
draw near to God with the mouth, while the heartis 
removedifar from bims ‘Hence men are carélefg 
what way they worfhip, or what way others — 
worthip’'God; whether itsbe an idolatrous, fu- 
perftitious, or inftituted way; like Gallio; they 
care for none of thoferbings. “Hence Sabbaths and 
fermonsjare a wearinefs ; praying and praifing, 
area burden: flefh and blood'cannot: endure 
thefe things, “ Take a carnal man, fays one, 
“tye him) to a poft,;and: you°may’ kill “him 
“with praying and‘preaching.” sD 

(3.) Whence isat: that. partiality in the:exer- 
cife: of church difciphne, doth »proceed? When 
men do-not confer with flefh and blood, then 
difcipliné is powerfuland impartial : but when, 
by:confulting with flefh and blood, they ‘con- 
nive at fin, overlook: it in fome, and dare not 
reprove it in others: Flefh and blood fays, Such 
a perfon is a friend; we muft favour him: fuch 
aperfon i$ 4. e7eat man, avich man; we muftwink 
ata fault; we mult not meddle with him, left 
he make us and the church uneafy.— By thefe 
carnalreafonings, the power of: difcipline is 
broken. Alas! how farare we, at this day, from 
the f{pirit‘of Ambrofe, who excommunicated 
the emperor Theodofius, for fome rafh orders of 
his; while the emperor humbly fubmitted.to 
the difcipline of the church; and, upon his‘re- 
pentance was received? Butnow, alas! we mutt 
not offend this and that great ‘man, otherwile 
all will go wrong.’ Oh! whereis powerful.and 
impartial difcipline! ‘It is funk in the mire of 
finful conference with flefh and blood. 

»-(4.) Whence again proceeds that diforder and 
confufion that takes place in the government of 
thechurch? While-men confale not with fleth 
and: blood, the government is beautiful and 
orderly: but by carnal reafoning, and carnal 
policy, and carnal wifdom, it is turned out-of 
courfe: tyranny in church government over the 
fouls and confciences of people; fuch as, in 
thrufting paftors upon a Chriftian flock, with- 
out their free confent and eletion,' is rooted 
in conferring with flefh and blood: Why, fays 


fhall 
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{hall be higheft? Proud flefh: and)blood will 
put a fair face uponthe fouleft act, rather than 
take with a fault, or confefs a wrong, or.for- 
give an injury. 

6. Hence fee what it is, thatithe people of 
God hath to wrefle againity while here,-even 
all the counfels of flefh and blood. Paul rejects 
the confultation: there heplainly fuppofes that 
flefh and blood was ready to fuggeit, and foli- 
cite, and give theiradvice;: but Paul rejects the 
fame; Immediately I conferred not with fle/h and 
blood. This is:a council where Satan prefides, 
and is always at the headiof the table. And 
hence, while they have fle/h.and blood to wreftle 
againit, they have principalities and powers alfo, 
Eph. vi. 12. Much need. haveithey of:the.whole 
armour of God, that :they may:be:able to ftand agamft 
the: wiles of the devil... 18 5 sao btesel-2 


2dly, This .doétrine may\be improven for 
caution to prevént miftakes... There are feveral 
things that this duty, of not confulting with 
flefh and blood, doth not prohibite: fuch as, 

1. It doth not exclude the duty of neceflary 
converfation, traffic, and merchandi/fe with the car- 
nal men of this world, providing we do not 
mingle with their vice, and,contract too inti- 
mate friendfhip with them; for, The friend/hip 
of this world is_enmity againft Ged: but otherwife, 
converfation, company, trade, and traffic with 
fuch may be neceflary and: allowable. , This 
caution the apoftle gives us, 1 Cor.v..9,:10. J 
wrote uito you in an epiftle, not to keep company with 
fornicators. Yet not altogether with the formcators 
of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners,y or 
with idolaters ; for then muft ye needs go out of the 
world. z : hye 

2, It doth not exclude, impeach, or debar 
the duty of charity toward the'poor, and honouring 
the Lord with our warldly fubftance, providing it 
be not done out of oftentation, to be. /een of men, 
and to gratify flefh and blood. And as it doth 
not exclude charitable deeds, toward the fouls 
and bodies of all men, doing them all the good 
fervices we can; foneither doth it exclude cha- 
ritable thoughts of them: Charity thinketh no evil, 
but puts the beft conftruction upon all the ac- 
tions of others, that the nature of the thing 
will bear, 1 Cor. xii. ¢. ; 

3. It doth not exclude or debar the duty of 
Jpiritual prudence... We are to be wife as ferpents, 
and not to run’ upon feen hazard, without a 
call; nor to neglect the duty of confulting our 
neceflary fafety and fecurity, in time of danger 
and perfecution ;: providing we do not fly when 
God.bids us ftand; or when the caufe of Chritt, 
or glory of.God, oblige us to, bear witnefs for 
him, and for his truth: but abftract from thefe, 
or, the like cafes, ‘Ghriftian. prudence. is. requi- 
fite: in fhunning. whatever-hazard we may, 
through imprudence, caft ourfelves into: hence 
faith Solomon, The prudent man forefeeth the evil, 
and hideth himfelf. .. oe 


4. It doth not exclude or impeach the duty .' 


of courte/y and civility towards all men; no: re- 
ligion doth not allow men to be ill-bred or any 
way uncivil, more than it allows them to be 
ill-natured toward any: fo, to be courteous, as 
the apoftle exhorts, 1 Pet. iii. 8. is not to be 
reckoned a conferring with flefh and blood. 
There is a way of becoming all things to all men, by 


the duty of courtefy, civility, and hofpitality, ~ 


which may be gaining to all. | . 
5. It doth not exclude the duty of frugality 


CARNALYCONSULTATION UNFOLDED 


Serm. CXXI. 


and indufiry about our worldly concerns. . One 
is not reckoned.a confulter with flefh.and blood, 
becaufe he provides for his family; for, he that 
doth not fo, faith the apoftle, hath denied the 
faith, ‘and is worfeitban, an infidel... One may be a 
Mary,.for piety, and a Martha,for induftry too; 
providing it be managed with moderation, fo 
as not to exclude: the-better parte, iy aaiie | 
.6.,.It doth not'exclude,the, duty of mercy, pity, 
and; compajfion. towards the body, whether, our 
own, or that of others, .. It,.weretan-abufe of 
this doctrine, if:any, out of a pretence of ynor 
confulting with fleth, and ‘bleed, fhould dhew 
no mercy to,the, outward, man, no-regard to 
their own health: but fhould punith the body 
with immoderate;fafting, ' or pennance;ior un- 
mercifully; macerate {their flefh, as. many,in 
the popifh»church,, through their fuperftitious 
devotion; do.,.. But, in fome.cafes, mercy is better 
than facrifice.: botaprioe dire -chinssd avagk doe 
7. It doth not exclude or.debar the duty. of 
forbearance and, tenderne/s towards thofe, that;are 
overtaken in,a.fault. . It were an abufe of this, 
doétrine, of not confulting with flefh and blood, 
to be, thereupon;untender, of weaklings,' who 
are ready to ftumble and fall: for, thoughthis 
doétrine obligeth us not to bear with fin, where- 
ever it is, yet it,doth not allow, us.to infult-over 
the infirmities of,any; but,;we:are,to take the 
apoftle’s rule, Gal..vi. 1, 3. Brethren, of a manbe 
avertaken in a fault, ye. which arefpiritual, refore 
Juch-an one \in-the,fpirit of meekné/s.; confidering thy= 


,8. It doth not exclude the duty of .rée/pect.to 
every one, in theirfeveral ftations and relations; 
particularly, due regard to parents, magiftrates, 
and minifters ;,and. fubjection to judicatories 
of God's appointment, providing it be in the 
Lord, and in all.things lawful, is not inconfiftent 
with this duty; of not conferring, with ‘flefh 
and blood: .nay,.it,is highly.confiftent there- 
with; yea, and neceflary thereunto; for aman 
may confult. with flefh.and blood, by refufing 
to give due fubjection; as many obftinate of- 
fenders do, that.defpife all difcipline. Though, 
indeed, unlawful fubjection or obedience, , not 
in. the Lord, is but'a confulting with flefh and 
blood; while we follow. the dictates of courts 
or councils, in a way difagreeable to. the word 
of God. ‘agli 195 ibaa 

9. It- doth not exclude the duty 


of advifing 
with neighbours and Chrifians, whether about ci- 


vil.or religious matters, wherein any difficulty 
doth prefent itfelf.... The doctrine, indeed, ex- 
cludes. the taking of z// counfel;. but doth not 
exclude the taking of good.counfel from man, 


A 
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otherwife we are of thofé'that put confidence’ inthe 
Jfie/b, and are not the true ciréumeifion: yet we are 
not to forfake: the works of righteoufne/s, but to 
maintain good works :. This’ is a'faithful faying, and 
thefexthings I will that ‘thou ‘affirm conftantly,: that 
they which have ‘believed in God, might be careful td 
maintam good works: thefe things are sod and profits 
able unto men. “They are to bé maintairied before 
men, in all the duties of righteoufnets, re{pect- 
ing them; and.fobriety,' refpecting ourfélves} 
and our deportment before them: ‘they are to 
be maintained before God, in all the parts ‘of 
holinefs 3; and that both interiial,’ inthe exer- 
eife:of holy graces; and’external, in the’ per- 
formance of holy duties. Though we muft 
dewy this righteoufnefs, in point of depenidence ; 
yet not in. point of performanée : though we'need 
another righteoufnefs to tru? to, yet’ we ‘need 


this, toibe poffe? of}: otherwife we would-expofe. 


the faith of Chrift tobe evil fpoken of! .By our 
hight, fhining before men, we mutt etideavour' to 
make others confe/t, that we aré'iHuminate with 
the; beams of: the Sun’ of righteoufnefs: A 
righteoufhefs: without us-we need, tosive us 
a-title;to heaven ;:' anda righteoufnefs’ within 
us, for, fandtification: of /heart® and way, “we 
need; to give’ us!a mectne/s for heaven: “A right 
‘Of merit we Have in juftification,- by ‘Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs ; a right-of. meetne/s we havé in 
fanctification, by Chrift’s ‘Spirit: which latter 
right may be the meaning‘of that word; ‘Rev. 
xxl 14; Bleffed are they that do his commandments, 
that; they. may have right to the tree of life) and may 
enter1n throughithe gates into.the city: Or, it may 
be underftood thus; that they may have evidence 
of ‘their right,;: according :to that word,’ John 
RV d4e Ye are my friends, of yedo whatfoever Tcom= 


Mand YOu. 66% . : | 

“The thindsufectis of reprebenfion, ‘This doc- 
trine reproves many forts of: people, that may 
be: faid to confer with fleth'and: blood: and 


here, by the! bye,\you may examine whether. 


or not you be chargeable with this fin, of con- 
’ ferring with fleth and blood: and if we fearch 
narrowly, I know few or none’ will be if cafe 
to exculpate themfelves, or plead, Not guilty. 
There are thefe feven or eight forts of people, 
that confult with flefh and:blood. ETAL 
.. The firf fort of perfons, that confer with fleth 
and blood, are thofe who, ‘not’ choofing. the 
word of God for their rule, nor his Spirit for 
their, guide, confult with tradition; yielding 
themfelves to be ruled and conducted with hu= 
man tradition, and antient cuftoms of their 
forefathers: This Paul acknowledges was his 
fin, before Chrift. was here revealed in him, 
ver. 14. Beimg more exceedingly zealous of the tradi- 
tions of my fathers,— This is the fin of the Papifs, 
who. reject the fcriptures, .as fufficient to up- 
hold their religion: no wonder, for it’cannot 
ftand upon that foundation; and thereforéthey 
build; upon corrupt traditions,’ and ftudy to 
uphold the fame with fire and faggot:—Yea, 
this is the fin of ignorant Proteftants, that fhape 
their religion only in a conformity to their 
anceftors; they will be of their forefathers re- 
ligion, and maintain the principles: of their e- 
ducation, like thofe, Jer. xliv. 17. “What is all 
this-but a confulting with flefh and blood? _ 
The fecond fort.of perfons, that confer with 
flefh and blood, are thofe that confult with mar 
in the matters of God; and that either in point 
_ of truft or fear.—Some confult with mai in 
(VoL, Il, 
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point of tru/t, while they put their truftin man, 
contrary to the command of God, Pfal. cxlvi. 3. 
Put not your truff in princes, nor in the Jons of men, in 
whom there is no help, It is dangerous to repofe 
our truft itt man: Cured ts man that trufleth in 
man, and maketh fle/b his arm, whofe heart departeth 
Jrom the Lord, Jer. xvii. 5. If we truft in armies 
or allies, parliaments or potentates, friends or 
favourites, we truft in lying words: /f is better 
to truft in the Lord, than to put confidence in princes; 
Pfal. cxviil. 9. Truft ye not in a friend, put no con 
fidence in a giudé, Micah vii. 5. And Jer. ix. As 
Tike ye heed, every one of his neighbour, and truft ye 
not in any brother: for every brother will utterly fup- 
plant, and every neighbour will walk with /landers. 
That time iscome to pafs:, there is the ordinary 
character of the mén'that aré the object of our 
falfe ‘confidence, when we truft in men like 
ourfelves:' yea, the be/t of men are like a briar, faith 
the prophet Micah; and the mof upright fharper 
than'a thorn bedge, which will pierce all that lean to 
it. Tf-we depend upon human powers, for the 
prefervation of our church or {tate; or depend 
upon human policy, for the reformation of reli- 
gion, we will find ourfelves fadly difappointed: 
It is better to truft in the Lord, than to put confidence 
im princes. “If we depend upon human Jaws, 
éven for the fecurity of our fortune; or upon 
our compliance with whatever human autho- 
rity injoins, for our freedom from outward 


. troubles and trials, we truft but in man, and 


fo confer with flefh and blood.— Again, fome 
confult with man in point of far: if either we 
truft in them, or be, afraid of man. that Jball die, 
we confult with fléfh and. blood. | It is an aw- 
ful'word to this. purpofe, Ifa. li. i2, 13, Who 
art thouthat thou /hould/ be afraid of a man, that fhall 
die;“and of the fon of man, which {hall be made as 
Lrafs? and forgetic# the Lord thy Maker, that hath 
Jfrretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of 
the earth? “Thus many dare not do their duty 
for fear of man: they dare not worthip God 
in their families; they dare not abftain from 
{wearing, drinking, tippling, or betake them- 
felves to ferious religion, for fear of being 
feoffed, and fcorned, and perfecuted; like the 
Jews, John xii. 42. that durft not profe/s Chrift, for 
Sear of being caft out of the fynagogue. Thus fome 
even of the godly, perhaps, dare not- make 
public appearances for the caufe and truths of 
the Lord Jefus, for fear of being expofed to the 
cenfures of the church, in a time when they 
are called to appear: but fee what the Lord 
faith, in’fuch'a cafe, to thofe that fear the re- 
proaches, and revilings of men; Hearken unto 
me, ye that know righteoufne/s, the people in whofe 
heart 1s my law, fear ye not the reproach of men, nei- 
ther be ye afraid of their revilings: For the moth ) [hall 
cat them up like a garment, and the worm hall eat 
them hke wool. \t is but the grafs of the field 
that oppofeth us; All fle/h is grafs. Let us not 
confult with flefh and blood. 

The third fort of perfons, that confer with. 
flefh and blood, are thefe who confult with pa/- 
Jion and refentment, fo as to feek revenge upon 
every injury, real or conceived. Why, afk a 
man why he is fo hot in the purfuit of revenge, 
againft thofe that have wronged him: he will 
anfwer, How can flefh and blood bear this? If 
I put up with this wrong, they will wrong me 


again; therefore, nothing will ferve me but ate 
their blood, or fome fuitable retaliation, forthe ~~ 


injury done me: while yet we are commanded 
to pray for them that perfecute us, and to love them 
that 
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that hate.us. lf we confult with flefh and blood, 
we will devour one another, Gal. v.15. How often 
hath it happened, that thofe who have fought 
revenge have been the deftruction of themfelves 
and others, while both parties have been kil- 
led in the field; and while others, meditating 
revenge, they and their whole families: have 
been undone by law-pleas: yea, many times 
confulting with flefh and blood, in matters. of 
revenge, caufeth men be their own deftruction. 
Saul killed himfelf, after he had long hunted 
David. And Judas, who was fo cruel to his 
Mafter, fold himfelf to a halter, hanged him- 
felf, and his bowels gufhed out. . Proud fleth. 
and blood is the caufe of revenge; Only by pride 
cometh contention, Prov. xiii. 10. whereas humility 
would keep peace. Pliny writes of two ill-na- 
tured goats, that met both together, upom a 
narrow bridge, over a great ftréam:. the bridge 
was fo narrow,.that the one could not.pafs by. 
the other; and if they had ftriven, and fought 
it out,it had been prefent danger of drowning to 
them both: but atlaftone of them lying down, 
and becoming a bridge to the other, both: were 
faved. Indeed, the example of that brute beaft 
may tell us, it is better, to let perfons trample 
upon us fometimes, than by fquabbling: and 
difcord, to endanger the drowning and deftroy- 


ing of both ourfelves and others. A man, me- 


ditating revenge, cannot go to God and fay, as 
Chrift hath taught him, Forgive us our._fims, as 
we forgive them that trefpa/s againft us. If you fay 
this petition with a heart full of revenge, ‘you 
do nothing but imprecate a curfe upon your- 
felves; and that God would deal with you, as 
you deal with your brother: if you pray not, 
then God’s vengeance is ready to be poured 
out, Jer. x. 25.3 if you do pray, then your pray- 
er is a cart-rope, to pull down vengeance upon 
you. Why, fay you, but fhould my neighbour 
abufe me at this rate? No, indeed: but becaufe 
he hath broken one command, in wronging 
you, will you break another, in malicious re- 
vengeagainft him? Why put this laft queftion? 
That is doctrine for them that have no blood 
in their nails: I tell you minifter, flefh and 
blood cannot endure the wrong I futtain... I 
tell:you man, flefh and blood cannot enter in- 
to the kingdom of God: wherefore, if you 
come there, flefh and blood muft. be mortified, 
and not confulted with. Why, I would be juft 
reckoned a fool, a fot, an idiot, if I {hould put 
up with fuch an affront; it would be a difcre- 
dit. Why, the wifdom of God, by the mouth 
6f Solomon, faith, / is the glory of aman, to pafs 
by an injury. And what faith your carnal wif- 
dom, poor fool that you are, in oppofition to 
God’s wifdom? Let the world judge as they 
pleafe, it is-a greater credit for a man to over- 
come himfelf, and his revengeful affections, 
than to overcome his enemies, either at the bar 
or in the field. - Well, fay you, I ihall forgive, 
but I cannot forget. Indeed, it is a wonder 
what one remarks in Cyprian, that though he 
had an excellent memory for all things elfe, 
yet he could never remember an injury; {fo ill 
was his memory on that fcore, which was his 
excellency. But we may obferve as great a 
wonder, on the contrary, that men have fuch 
ill memories, that they forget all things elfe 
almott; ha they have fuch good memories that. 
they will remember injuries never fo long: 
yea, they will never forget them, but mind to 

refent and revenge them, after many years. Afk 
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many.a perfon concerning’a fermon: Alas! I 
have the worft:memory inthe world, I am fo 
forgetful; I would give any thing for a good 
memory: and yet, perhaps, they will mind an 


_ Injury twenty years.’ Oh4.if God fo forgive 


our fins, as yet not toforget them, what would 

become.of us! .. «° (he » Saublarns sabia 
The fourth fort, who confer with flefh and 
blood, are thofe that confult with numbers:and 
multitudes, in the matters of God: they will be 
the religion that the moft areof; they will fol- 
low. fuch a principle-and opinion, becaufe the 
greateft multitude and number of great men, 
or good men do fo: thus, ike Roman votaries, 
they bind their faith to the belt of the church; 
to. believe. as. the churchi-believes. It is: not, 
Thus faith -the Lord, that binds' them; that weré 
to build upon.a divine teftimony: ‘but, Thus 
Jaith the church, or thus faith an affembly of 
divines, or thus: faith: fuch; and fuch'a great 
number of,men: the greateftmultitudé of the 
learned.and, eminent fay fo and: fo; therefore 
we follow thefe,,, Thus they take the gofpel 
upon truft, and have. the faithof  Chrift with 
re{pect of perfons:.. ‘Can! fuch a‘great number 
be all wrong, and fach a {mall number onl¥ 
right? No; wifdom-muft dwell:with the'gteat 
eft multitude, faith: flefh and bloody without 
ever proving all things, and holding fap tharwhich 
is good: or, like the noble Bereans, /arching the 
Scriptures, to Jee whether thefe thing's befor Perhaps 
this is as. prevailing an evil, as. any in the pre= _ 
fent time, with refpect to: matters controverted 
in the Lord’s. houfe.:: It-is:a carnal argumierit 
for one to fay, Lord help: us; if'all others/be in 
the. wrong but you; yet; why muft-we'be fine 
gular? Yea, but when vice‘becomes general; 
fingularity becomes a virtue: when errorifi 
judgment, or principle, becomes univerfal, 
fingularity becomes,a neceflary/duty. ‘What 
though we be. called nice, and proud; and fin- - 
gular, affecting anamie above others? We muft 
follow Chrift, bearing his reproach... Thougha man 
fhould happen to’ be on the right fide of ‘the | 
queftion, by following the principles of thofe 
whom he takes.to be the greateft multitude of 
learned and eminent men; yet his faith is but 
an, human faith, while it isybuilt but upon an 
human teftimony: anda man’s embracing only 
what he thinks the Rabbies:of the day main- 
tain, is too like that of the Pharifees, John viij 
48, 47. Have any of the rulersiand Pharifees believed 
in bim?. But this people, that know not thé law, are 
accurfed. Even fo will fleth and blood argue: 
The greateft body and number of the great and 
learned world, if not the whole tribe of thofe 
that are reckoned wife and learned, believe fo 
and. fo; and itis to be fuppofed that it is but a 
pack of ignorant-fools, that-differ from them 
and therefore we will believe as'the gteateft 
multitude of our'church guides dire@ us: they 
know things of that nature better than we; 
and. therefore we may truft that they are in the 
right: thus many times the blind lead the blind; 
and both fall eto the ditch ; for it may happen, 
that even thofe may be blind, whom neither 
themfelves, nor others think to be fo: fo it wag’ 
with the opinionative Pharifees, who faid, Are 
we blind aljo? John ix..40, ©)" )- Jcreiarh 
The fifth fort that conter with flefh and blood; 
are thofe who confult with human wifdom, in the 
matters of God, ‘and «whofe fear toward God is 
taught by the wifdom of men; on which account 
the Lord threatens, Ha. xxix-14. The wifdom of © 
crs ok ot OfMeir 
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their wife men [hall perifh; and the underftanding of 
their prudent men fhall be bid. — Many are taken, 
not with the ¢ruth, as it isim Jefus, but with 
the wifdom .of fine words, or the wifdom of 
human literature, and carnal reafonings; both 
which the apoftle cautions againft, in the.mat- 
ters of religion; And this I fay, left any man yfhould 
beguile you with enticing words, Col. ii. 4. And the 
apoftle’s practice was the very reverfe of this, 
1Cor. ii. 1,2. Brethren, when I came to you, I came 
not-with excellency of fpeech, or of wifdom, declaring unto 
you'the tefiimony of God. For I determined not to know 
any thing. among you, fave Fefus Chrift,and him crucified. 
Inticng words is the bait wherewith the.credul- 
ousiand fimple fort of people are taken, as the 
apoftle obferves;: Rom. xviv17,;18. The fimple 
are they who are‘caught with the bait of the 
inticing. words of meh, who, like merchants, fet 
off flight and corrupt wares: with the fineft 
words... Another caution is, Gol. 11.8. Beware 
left:any man Jpoil you through pbilofophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, after the ruduments of 
the world, and not after Chrift. The former is'a 
bait for: the fimple, but here is a bait for the 
learned world, when human /philofophy and 
natural reafonings, are fet in oppofition to the 
truth: :as:it»is: in’ Jefus Chrift.— People confer 
with flefh and blood, when they are offended 
at the fmplicity of ‘Chrift’s doctrine, which is a 
firanger to:the ornament of human wifdom, 
clothed only with the fimple attire of a vulgar 
fiile, free from the flourifh of lofty eloquence: 
thus Auguftine, before his converfion, owns 
his contempt of the word, when he began to 
réad.it; becaufe he looked upon the ftile of the 
fcriptures. as very mean, compared with the 
eloquence. of Cicero, to which he had accuftom- 
ed himfelf: hence it is faid, The Fews require a 
Jfign, and thé Greeks feek after wifdom; 1. e. The 
Fews, who were accuftomed to live under ex- 
_traordinary difpenfations, they would have no- 
thing but miracles and prodigies from heaven; 
bur the Greeks, the Gentiles; they fought for 
the depth of philofophy in the gofpel; and 
when they miffed that, they laughed it tofcorn; 
as you may fee in Paul’s rencounter with the 
Epicurean philofophers: and: Stoics, Acts xvii. 
18. Great reafon then had the apoftle to fay as 
he doth, 1 Cor. ii. 4, 6,-7: And my /peech, and my 
preaching wasn ot with inticing words of man's wif- 
dom, but in demonjtration of the Spirit, and of power. 
Howbeit we [peak wifdom among them that are perfect: 
yet not the wifdom of this world, nor of the princes of 
this world, :that come to nought. But we fpeak the 
wifdon of God in a myftery, even the hidden wifdom 
which God ordained before the world unto our glory. 
Therefore, though the preaching of the gofpel be, 
to.them that perifh, foolt/hnefs; yet to them that are 
Javed, it is the power of God: For God hath made 
Soolifh the wifdom of this world; and by the foolifh- 
nes of preaching faveth them that beheve. We preach 
Chrift crucified; to the Fews aftumbling-block, and to 
the Greeks fooli/hne/s ; but to them that are called, both 
Fews and Greeks, Chrift the power of God, and the 
wifdom of God: becaufe the fooli/hne/s of God is wifer 
than men, and the weakne/s of God is fironger than 
men; fo you fee the apoftle fpeaking at large, 
- 1 Cor. 1. 17,29. Thefe that are only taken 
then, with a fine ftile of language, and turns 
of wit, and the flowers of rhetoric, without 
fearching into the myfteries of the gofpel, and 
feeking to have the gofpel coming, not in word 
only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghof, 1 Theff. 
i, 5. are carnal, and conferring with flefh and 
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blood. —= But carnal wifdom, and carnal reafon 
runs fome times in another channel, while it 
not only, upon the one hand, reprefents the 
doctrine of the gofpel as too mean, and therefore 
defpifes it; but, on the other hand, reprefents 
the myfteries of the gofpel, as too high, and there- 
fore difcredits it.. Thus the devil. plays his game 
at both hands: fometimes fuggefting that the 
doctrine of the gofpel is too coarfe and plain; 
at other times that itis too fublime and myfte- 
rious; fuch as, the myftery of the Trinity, the 
myttery of the incarnation of Chrift, the my- 
ftery of the fpiritual union between Chrift and 
the believer, the myftery of free juttification, 
without works, by the righteoufnefs of another. 
Hence a:generation of atheifts, not only.call in 
queftion, but impudently deny the myfteries 
of religion, as incomprehenfibléand impoffible, 
becaufe inconfiftent with their carnal reafon, 
however agreeable to right reafon! But flefh 
and bloodare ready to fay of gofpel-myfteries, 
as Nicodemus of the wonders of regeneration, 
How. can thefe things be? We might fhew 
how many errors of the day, whether Arian, 
Socinian, Arminian, or Pelagian, derive their 


origin:from hence; but I proceed. 


Then jxth fort of perfons, who confer with 
flefh and blood, are thofe that confult with the 
world-in the matters of religion.—Of this fort 
are thefe that follow the ill exaniple, and ftudy 
the carnal politics of. the world, and join. in 
therewith, efpecially: when it tendeth to ad- 
vance or fecure their worldly interefts: Thus 
many, in point of worldly example, they rule 
their actions according to the will and. exam- 
ple of their fuperiors; fo Ifrael followed Jero- 
boam. And fomie, to pleafe a great man, will 
make bold with light and confcience, direct- 
ing: them another way: or, 1f-they fuppofe 
him to bea good man, that takes fuch and fuch 
a courfe, then the example of ‘fuch will blind 
the eye of their confcience, and fofter the ar- 
gument of flefh and blood; for, why, faith 
flefh and blood, may not Ido as fuch a great 
man, or fuch a good man doth, that is+wifer 
than I can pretend to be? Yea, but we are to 
be followers of none, but as they are followers of 
Chrift; otherwife we confult only with flefh 
and blood. Of this fort alfo are thofe, that 
give up themfelves to the conduct of worldly 
policy, and ftudy the carnal politics of the 
world, even in the matters of God and confci- 
ence; and hence will yield a blind obedience 
to the commandments of men, as Ifrael did to 
the ftatutes of Omri, Mic, vi. 16.. And Ephra- 
im, who willingly walked after the commandment, 
Hof. v..11. And perhaps all this, not for con- 
fcience’ fake, but for intereft’ fake: why, faith 
flefh and blood, it is better to be wife than fool 


hardy, and expofe ourfelves to the fury of the 


government, civil or ecclefiaftic: fhould we not 
take that courfe that will moft contribute to 
obtain fome worldly advantage, to fecure our 
worldly intereft, or to prevent worldly loffes, 
croffes, and inconveniencies; and why fhould 
we not obey the higher powers? Well, if it be 
duty you-are injoined; why not obey? We 
ought to obey them in the Lord, and for conference’ 
Jake: but though aman may be doing what is 
duty in this cafe; yet, if he be {wayed thereto, 
not from confcience, but from fuch carnal 
worldly motives, in matters that concern God 


‘and religion, then he but confults with fleth 


and blood; and. his fear toward sacle 
a 


450° 
by the precepts of men. But, on'the other hand, 
if you truly doubt of its being duty, before 
God, that you are called to, then, what/oever 
is not of faith is fin; and if thus it be fin, then, 
avhether ye ought to obey God or man, judge ye? We 
confult with flefth and blood, if we yield obe- 
dience either to civil or ecclefiaftical authority, 
any other way, but in the Lord; or, if con{fci- 
ence be merely fwayed with intereft.—In a 
word, all finful thifts to-fhun the cro/s, and 
carnal complyances to fecure the world; is a 
confulting with flefh and blood: yea, when 
human authority is more regarded,) for the 
fake of the world, than the:authority of’ God 
and Chrift. . . 

The /eventh fort of perfons, ‘that conferreth 

with flefth and blood are thofe that confult out- 
sward peace and tranquillity,’ in the matters: of 
God, even though they have little regard to 
gofpel-truth and. piety: they love to be eafy, 
and to leave in peace, though it fhould'be at 
the rate! and expence of making /hipwreck of 
faith and a good confcience... But, the wi/dom that as 
(from above is fir pure, and then peaceable, James 
dii, 17. Firft purity and truth, and thengtran- 
quillity and peace, is the due-order of heaven- 
ly wifdom: and hence'we are commanded to 
love the truth and peace; firft the truth, and then 
the peace. Peace without truth is but a con- 
{piracy againft the God of truth: therefore, in 
ftudying to follow peace with all men, we are to 
obferve this rule, otherwife it cannot -be an 
holy peace, according to what follows, And ho- 
line/s, without which noman fhall fee the Lord. : The 
peace of a church can never be’ maintained 
with a bleffing onit, if truth be not the foun; 
dation of that peace; for, itis a curfed peace 
that’ ftands not upon that foundation. —But of 
this fort of people, that confer with flefh and 
blood, are thofe alfo that ftudy their own out- 
ward peace and eafe, at any rate; and hence 
will’rather fin than fuffer: therefore, when 
perfecution comes, they fall away; fiefh and 
blood cannot endure the crofs of Chrift. They 
are content to follow Chrift in a fair day; but 
when foul weather, and a heavy crofs comes, 
by and by they are offended, Matth. xiii. 21. Our 
Lord hath fairly warned all his difciples what 
a tempeft of trouble and trial, reproach and 
perfecution will blow in their face, faying, Jf 
any man will be my difciple, let him take up his crofs, 
and follow me: and therefore they are not to pro- 
mife themfelves peace in the world, and a con- 
ftant flourifhing ftate of outward profperity ; 
for he hath faid, Jn the world ye /hall have tribu- 
lation: and yet when tribulation comes, here- 
upon Chrift is to many, a /lone of flumbling and 
rock of offence. Thus they confult with flefh 
and blood, who project nothing but peace and 
eafe in the way of duty and religion. 

The eighth fort of perfons, who confer with 
fleth and blood, are thofe that confult with /en/e 
and /e/f, in the matters of God, and of faith, 
and religion: that is, thofe who in religion 
put fenfe, as it were, in the room of faith, and 
felf in the room of God. 

[1.] Some put /en/e in the room of faith ; and 
hence their faith is governed by fenfe and feel- 
ing: they do not believe the threatening, be- 
caufe they have the fenfe and feeling of {mil- 
ing providences: they do not believe the pro- 
mife, becaufe they have the fenfe and feeling 
of adverfe and frowning providences: outward 
providences is made the rule of their faith, not 
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the word of God. ' Hence, faith flefh and blood, 
that meafures the threatening by fenfe, Where 
as the promife of his coming ?. For, fince the fathers fell 
afleep, all things continue as they were from the be- 
ginning of the creation: not knowing, That one day 
is with God, as.a thoufand years; and a thoufand years, 
as one day: and that the heaven:and earth, which 
are now, are kept in frore, referved unto fire, againft 
the. day. of judgment, and :perdition of ungodly men, 
1 Pet. 111. 4,—8. But becaufe fentence againft thefe 
is not fpeedily execute; therefore the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men are fully fet in themto do evil, Eccl. viil. 
11.:\De/pifing the riches of the goodne/s and forbear- 
ance of God, and:bis long-f/uffering ; not knowing that 
the goodne/s of God»\fhould lead them to repentance, 
Rom. ii. 4. .And,; on «he: other: hand, hence, 
faith flefh ‘and: blood,:that»meafurés, the’ pro- 
mife by fenfe;: Except fee figns:and wonders 
I will «not believe::and: like Thomas, ‘Except F 
Jee in his hand the) printvof the: nadls,.and thruft my 
hand into his fide, T will not beheves. Ot this fort 
are thofe that diftruftall prefent means of faith, 
and imagining that extraordinary: difcoveries, 
ftinking upon outward fenfe, wouldmakefuch 
impreflions as-would do:the bufinefs, faying; 
as. Luke xix..30. [f one came:from:the dead; they 
would believe ; if they had oracles and miracles; 
if God did {peak to them from ‘heaven, they 
would believe: : But Mofes. and the»prophets 
are a fufficient ground of faith Jf we: do not:be- 
heve them, neither would we: belueve, though ‘one 
Should rife from the dead. Ifiwecannow believe 
the threatening till we feel theexecution of it; 
itis like faying, We willnot believe, till we be 
in hell; or, ‘tillat be in: part:éxecute on‘earth 
upon us: why, then our belief of it would not 
be founded. on God’s. word, but our.own fenfe 
and feeling; and fo it would:not be faith pro- 
perly, but fenfe. - If we will.:not believe the, 
promife till we feel the accomplifhment of it, 
this is like putting the plow before the oxen ; 
a backward way of going to work: yea, it is 
impoflible to believe this way; for fenfe is not 
faith: believing and feeling are different things. 
We may believe; without feeling; but we can- 
not feel, without firft believing. / 
[2.] Some, again, put /e/f in the room of 
God, and the righteoufnefs of God; and fo e- 
vidently confult with fleth. and blood, while 
we confult with our felf: and here take a view 
both of natural-or carnal felf, and of {piritual 
and religious felf. amepaurd Marat 
1. When we gratify natural or carnal felf, we 
do but confult with flefh and blood; when we 
cannot endure the mortzication and /elf-demal, 
which Chrift calls his difciples to, and by 
which they evidence themfelves to be his difci- 
ples. We are called to morti/y our members that 
are upon the earth; to renounce the devil, the world, 
and the flesh; to be denyed to all. the finful plea- 
fures of time, and carnal company in the world: 
this grates hard upon flefh and blood, which 
is ready to cry out with the Jews, This is a hard 
Saying, who can bear i:¢ Flefh and blood think 
it ftrange that God fhould plant defires in 
them, which he will not allow them to fatif- 
fy: but as thefe carnal defires of men, are of 
themfelves, fo it is the natural craving of flefh 
and blood, that makes people defire to live as 
they lift, and not as they ought: hence arifes 
a fecret diflike at the purity of the gofpel. But 
befide this grofs confultation with eth and 
blood, in gratifying natural.or carnal felf, 
_2. When we gratify /piritual and religious felf, 
we 
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we do but confult with flefh and blood. And 
there are two fpecial ways wherein men’ gra- 
tify their religious’ felf, namely, when they 
feck toeftablifh their own credit before men, and 
when they feek to eftablifh their own righteou/- 
ne/s before God, in all their religious perform- 
ances. * ih 

(7.) When they feek to eftablith their’ own 
credit before men, and to havea name, reputa- 
tion, and applaufe without having a fingle 
eye to the glory of God: thefe carnal ends and 
defigns, in men’s fpiritual-like performances 
and religious duties, are'a confulting ‘with 
fleth and blood, while they love the prai/e of men, 
more than the praife of God, John xii. 43. This is 
a piece of felf and carnal confultation, which, 
as it reigns over hypocrites, who yield them- 
felves to the power and government of it; fo it 
may prevail over true believers, who, many 
times, may find themfelves under the tyranny 
and bondage of it. This is a thief that will 
fteal into the minifters ftudy and pulpit, to rob 
God of his glory there, that felf may get what 
belongs to God. ‘This is a robber that follows 
people from the chamber to the church, and 
fpoils all their duties of hearing, praying, and 
praifing; that, in ftead of giving praife to God, 
they may get praife to themfelves: hence flefh 
and blood makes the man have no pleafure in 
duty, which hath‘brought in no applaufe to 
the man; and makes him take pleafure in that 
performance, that brings in moft reputation 
and renown to the performer. ‘From this prin- 
ciple a minifter will preach Chrift out of envy, that 
he may be thought as evangelical as the beft: 
and from this principle alfo, fome people will 
be as throng about religious duties, as any can 
be; that they may be thought as religious as 
the beft. Thus, for a’pretence, the Pharifees mate 
long prayers, and did many things to be feen of men. 
This is an attempt, as it were, to fwear by ‘the 
Lord, and fwear by Malcham} to ferve Chritt 
and Belial; God and felf both:’ See how our 
Lord {peaks of this, Luke xvi. 15. Ye'are they 
which juftify yourfelves before men; but God knoweth 
your hearts: for that which is highly eftcemed among 
men, 1s abomination in: the fight of God.— Thus, I 
fay, men confult with flefh and blood, ‘when, 
in the matters of God, their great defign isto 
eftablith their own credit before men. | 

(2.) When they feek to’eftablith their own 
rig hteoufne/s before God, as the Jews did, Rom-x. 3. 
Thefe two parts of felf do effectually oppofe 
all true religion: for, as in the former refpect, 
thofe that eftablifh their own credit put felf in 
the room of God and his glory, which is the 
ultimate end; fo, in the latter refpect, thofe 
that eftablith their own righteoufnefs, they put 
felf in the room of Chrift, and his righteoufnefs, 
which is the mean to that end. And ‘now, 
while we feek a righteoufnefs in ourfelves, 
and in our own duties, for juftification and 
acceptance with God, we do, in effect, bring 
down Chrift, and fet up flefh and blood in his 
room, and confult therewith. ‘Men naturally 
feek after a righteoufnefs in themfelves, or 
falvation by their own perfonal obedience, ac- 
cording to the tenor of the covenant of works. 
Man’s righteoufnefs was once in himfelf, when 
he remained in his primitive integrity: bur, 
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fince the fall, the Lord has:removed our righ: 
teoufnefs from ourfelves to Chrift, who has bes 
come the Lord our rightconfne/s; yet how few are 
prevailed upon to relinquith felf and felf-righ- 
teoufnefs!* Many feek to eftablith their own 
righteoufnefsthatwill not take with thecharge. 
1. Thefe do feek to eftablith their own righ: 
teoufnefs who can hardly be brought,» either 
doctrinally or practically, to own, That believers 
are wholly, and altogether, delivered from the law, 
as a covenant of works; but ftill are for /eeking 
righteoufne/s, as it were, by the works of the law, 
Rom. 1x. 32. This-was the ftumbling ftone o- 
ver which the Jewifh nation ftumbled, and fell 
headlong into ruin. ne 
2. Of. this fort are thofe that only-cover their 
legal fentiments with a gofpel varnifh, while they 
bring’ in faith ‘and repentance, ‘andthe like, 
as proper conditions of the covenant of ‘grace, 
in room of the perfect obedience required in 
the covenant of works; which is a razing of 
the foundation of the gofpel, and an eftablith- 
ing of a righteoufnefs in our own perfon, for 
juftification before God. : 
3. Of this fort are thofe alfo that bring in 
gZofpel repentance, and'the like, as neceflary con- 
ditions and qualifications, in order to our ju- 
tification before and acceptance with God}. 
Again, 7 ere 
4: Of this fort are thofe who, in principle 
or practice, contend ‘that! it is: the believer's duty 
to be influenced, in his obedience, either by 
the flavi/h fears of hell, or the legal hopes of hea~ 
ven. "To obey from a legal hope of heaven, as if 
we were to obtain heaven by our obedience, 
as itis contrary to the apoftle’s doctrine, 1 Thef, 
v. 9. where he fays, That God hath appointed us to 
obtain: falvation by ‘our Lord Fefus Chrift, who died 
for us that we fhould live with bim ; fo it affronts 
the obedience of Chrift, whereby alone our title 
to'heaven is fecured. \To obey ‘from a flavifp . 
fear of hell, as if our obedience and‘duty would 
fecure us therefrom, is like oppofition to; and. 
denial of the virtue of Chrift’s death, whereby 
alone our freedom from hell is fecured. °°») 
5.°Of this ‘fort are thofe whovbring’ the! be- 
liever, upon every new fin, under a /iableneftito 
everlafting death and damnation, which is the pe- 
nalty of the convenant of works, and which, 
though his fins deferved, yet the righteoufnefs 
of Chrift imputed to him, not only fecures 
him from it, but from ever being liable to it. 
Thofe who thus will make the believer liable 
to that law-fentence, becaufe of his fin, muft 
of confequence fuppofe him not liable becaufe 
of his obedience; and fo they make him to be 
juftified by his obedience, and condemned t 
his, difobedience ‘to the law; contrary to ot 
received principles, in our Standards, declar- 
ing,“ That the believer is not ‘under the law, 
“asa Covenant, either to be juftified or con- 
“ demned.”+ The believer is neither juftified 
by his obedience to the law, nor condemned 
for his difobedience: but if he difobeys, his 
God and Father hath other ways of chaftifin 
him, in a Fatherly manner, according to Pfal. 
Ixxxix. 30,—33. In all thefe ways men do but 
eftablifh their own righteoufnefs, and fo confult 
With. feth and biped, ee Ss i 
- 6.Inaword, Of this fortare Sa bea 
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the dodtriné of the gofpel'as if it were an enemy. to 
the lawi'and to boline/... Such is the propenfity of 
nature towards the law, as a covenant of works, 
whenever awakened to any thoughtfulnefs a- 
bout religion, that when the gofpel declares 
that there is no juftification; by the deeds-of 
the law; and that we are juttified by faith, with- 
out the works of the law;: and that righteouf- 
nefs is accounted to, or juftification conferred 
upon them that worketh not, but deheveth on him 
that juftifieth the ungodly, as it is, Rom. lv. 4, 5.3 
Why, when this evangelical doctrine is open- 
ed, prefently the; legal difpofition of men fu- 
{pect this gofpel doctrine, and fay of the pub- 
lifhers of it, as the Jews did of Paul, Acts xviii. 
13. This fellow perfuades mento wor/hip God, contrary 
tothe law.- Yea, not only contrary to the cere- 
monial law, but.even to, the moral law: for, 
mutt not men do.as well.as.they can, 1n-obe- 
dience to God’s-law; and then expect to be ju- 
ftified and accepted. Thus gofpel doctrine 
comes to be).challenged for Antinomiani{m ; 
as if it allowed men a carnal)liberty in fin, and 
freedom to break the law, or difcouraged the 
practice of holinefs ; whichis one of the great- 
eft calumnies that can be raifed againit the 
gofpel of Chrift; and betrays dreadful igno- 
rance of the. gofpel of grace: which: fhews 
plainly, that a man neve? /ives unto God, in 
point of boline/s, till he be dead to the law inypoint 
of righteou/ne/s,,Gal. ii.19.; nor ever brings forth 
Jruit-unto God, till he be dead to the law, and mar- 
ried to Chrift, Rom. vii. 4. But we need not 
think ftrange of this fufpicion, nor the calum- 
nies that iflue from thence; for Chrift Jefus, 
our glorious Lord himfelf, was obliged to de- 
fend himfelf againft fuch calumnies as thefe; 
and therefore faith, Zhink not that I am come. to 
deftroy the law: I fee, might he fay, that is your 


thought, that is your fufpicion; you fulpect 


my dottrine as if it was an,enemy-to the law 
and to holinefs ; [am not ‘come to deftroy,. but:to ful- 


fil. . And the apoftles had themfelves to defend’ 


from this charge, Do we makevoid the law.through 

faith? God forbid; we eflablifh the law.t-—— Thus 
you fee in how: many refpects, people may be 
faid to confer with flefh and bood. 


§-4BRE Mo -O-Ner -CXXH, 
aon Ne = AGiaci ae ban! ‘ 
-Inmediately I conferred not with flefh and blood. 


[The fecond Sermon on this text.] 


J AVING finifhed what we intended up- 
A. on the doctrinal part of the fubjeét, by 
explaining what. is to be underftood by flefh 
and blood; confirmed the truth of the dogtrine, 
‘by,..fhewing that we are not to confer there- 
within the matters of God; afligned the rea- 
fons.thereof; entered upon the application of 
the fubject, and have applied it-in an ufe of 
information, caution, and reprehenfion: this 
‘do&rine may next be applied for dehortationand 
-divection. _ And, RoR Se RAE 7 hy 
«The dehortation is, O Sirs, confult not with fle/b 
and blood. And, for motives, confider the rea/oris 
of the doctrine, formerly affigned. Flefh and 
-blood are unable to give advice in the matters 
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of God:,and as unable, fo they are unwilling, 
and confequently unfit to confult with: yea, to 
confult with flefh and blood is dangerous; for, 
if, we confult therewith, flefh and blood will 
hinder us from:duty; flefh and blood will dead 
us unto fin; flefh and blood will zmpede our fuffer- 
ing for Chrift and his caufe: yea, if we con- 
fult, with flefh and-blood, we will confult with 
the.devil,.as Saul: did; and fo to confult with 
flefh and blood, is to confult our own ruin: 
yea, the difhonour of God, and the difcredit 
of the gofpel.. But thefe I pafs, having for- 
merly. infifted upon them... 

But for direction in this matter, it may be afk- 
ed, 1. What are we to confult with, if we may 
not confult with flefh and blood. 2. What are. 
the moft proper,means, for preventing our con- 
ferring with flefh and blood. . i 

1. Whom or what are we to confult with, if 
we may,not confult with flefh and blood? How 
are we to confult?) To this we reply; in the 
general, we ought to confult with God:: with 
God, in Chrift, by the Spirit; or, with the Fa- 
ther, in the Son, by the Holy Ghoft: I.mean, 
we ought, under the conduct of the Spirit, to 
confult with God, as he is the God and Father 
of our. Lord Jefus Chrift, and that in all the 
duties of religion, and ordinances of his ap- 
pointment, whether public or private; efpeci- 
ally in prayer, faying, with David, Pfal. cxliu. 
10. Thy Spirit-1s good; lead me to the land of upright- 
ne/s...We ought to feek, that he would guide 
by thy counfel, till he bring unto glory; and give . 
his Spirit for our, guide: for he. hath given us 
the greateft encouragement fo to do; J ye, being 
evil, know how.to give good gifts unto your children; 
how much more fhall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that af him? Luke xi. 13. . E- 
very good gift cometh from »him; and there- 
fore, to whom fhould we go, for counfel 
and.direction, but to the Father of lights; and 
to. Ghrift, the wonderful Coun/ellor; and, to the 
Spirit of truth, who is promited, to lead bis peo- 
ple unto all truth? If we do not.acknowledge the 
Lord in all our ways, and confult with him, 
we will certainly. confult with flefh and blood. 
_ But more particularly, becaufe God hath 
given us counfellors under him, we are to con- 
fult-fuch things, or perfons, as he allows us’ 
to confult with, in a fubordination to: ;him. 
If we would know then, more particularly, 
how we are to confult with God, we may do 
it by confulting, 1. The oracles. of God. 2. The 
children of God... 3. The meflengers of God. 
4. The glory of God. 5. The analogy of faith. 
6. .The confcience, God’s deputy,in our breatft. 
1, We are to confult the oracles of God ; I mean 
the /eriptures of truth, in the matters of faith, in 
the matters of God and confcience; Search the 
Jeriptures, for in them ye think ye have. eternal life; 
and thefe are they which tefify of me, John v. 39. 
The {cripture is the judge of controverfy. Ge- 
neral Afflemblies and councils may err; fo can- 
not the fcripture: for, it isthe more fure word of 
prophecy, to which we do well. to take heed, as toa 


light fhining ima dark place, &c. 2 Pet. i. 19, 20,27, 


We are therefore exhorted to Jet this word of God 
dwell im us rightly, in all wifdom; and to receiwe 
with meckne/s the ingrafting word, which is able to 
Jave our fouls; being doers. of;the. word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving our own fouls, James i.21,22. 


+ This point of doftrine is copionfly handled by our Author,’ Vol. I. Serm, VIE.‘ particularly Pp» 133, 150, I st. See alfo 


Peat. 22e, 9350, 


¢ About the time, when this fermon was preached, the conteft about the Marrow do€trine was upon the field, and the fupporters 


' thereof, were accufed as Antinomians. 


See the affair accounted for, Vol. I. p. 70, 149, 178, 198. 
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See how Timothy is commended for his 'con- 
fulting with the fcripture, from his youth, 2 Tim. 
iit. 15,:16, 17. Thus we are to confult with 
Godin the fcripture. _ | di vd 
2,;We are to confult the children of God, the 
faints of God; efpecially fuch of them.as are 
moft. tender, and live neareft unto. God, and 
have moft of the mind of God; andefpecially 
at. fuch times,when they and their God, are in 
good terms, together... Though we are not)to 
confult-with carnal friends,, in‘the matters of 
God; nor yet to follow the carnal counfel. of 
odly, friends;,--yet, we do. not confult.. with 
fleth and.blood; when. we follow the,godly. 
counfel of godly friends, and the, fpiritual ad- 
vice of fpiritual friends: the word encourages 
us to confer with fuch, Mal. iii. 16. Then they. 
that feared the Lord, /pake often one.to another; and 
the Lord hearkened aud heard it, and a book of remem- 
berance was written, for them.that feared the: Lord, 
and. thought upon his name... And, again, ff ,that 
walketh with the wife, fhall..beie. . It is, good 
confulting with thofe, whom God is commu-, 
nicating his fecrets unto; ‘and now, the /ecret of 
the Lord 1s with them that fear him, Plal. xxv. 14. 
_.3- Weare to confult the meffengers of God; for 
fo we are warranted to do, Mal..u1.7. Thepricf’s. 
lips /hould keep knowledge, and they /hould. feek the 
law at bis mouth; for be 1s-the.meffenger of the Lord 
of hofts, 2 Chron. xx.\20,:Behevein the. Lord.your 
God, aud fo ye fball.be.eftablifhed :. believe bis prophts, 
JSofhall ye profper. But what if the prophets ‘be 
deceived? What if. the minifter be miftaken? 
Or,, the prieft’s-lips do not, keep. knowledge, or 
hold by the truth?, Why, we. are to receive 
nothing indeed from. men,,by ‘an implicite 
faith, without laying it tothe rule, Ia. viii..20. 
To the law and.to\the.teftimony, af ibey Jpeak not ac- 
cording to.this word, it-1s becaufe-there.1s no light in 
them... We mutt-prove all things, and hold faft that; 
which.is.good :, and\like thenobleBereans, /earch 
the /criptures daily, whether thefe;things be fo, ACs: 
xyil.. 11. .And if they. were commended for not 
crediting the apoftles themfelves,., that were 
immediately. infpired from, heaven, without 
comparing their.doctrine with the {cripture; 
ow much more commendable is.it for people. 
to. compare the doctrine.of ordinary teachers, 
with the word, and the analogy of faith? Ne- 
glect in this particular makes.many, grofly ig- 
norant; and -hence to be carried about with, 
eyery wind of doctrine, not knowing whom to, 
truft, or what-to. believe: They err, not knowing. 
the fcriptures.—Well, but thofe that Know; the, 
{criptures better than we.do, explain it fo, and 
fo, ina different manner from. others. :-I¢may 
be fo; but the fcripture is the beft explainer. 
of itfelf: if wefearchediit, dependently upon 
the Lord, light would arife,out,of darknefs.; 
fuch light as would darken, and,confound all 
the fale. gloffes that may be,put.upon ity, eve 
fuch. glofies as the devil put upon it-in his de- 
bating with Chrift; but.our Lord, Jefus, did, 
with other fcripture, refute the,devil’s corrupt 
giaiics which he put upon the fcriptures that 
he cited.. However, I fay, the pricft's lips foould 
preferve knowledge, and we fhouldifeck the law from 
his mouth: he ought to be a good.countellor, a 
faithful guide; and we.oughtto.confult.and 
confer with him, in the matters of God; ;and 
we ought to take the counfel.that.is agreeable 
to the word of God, and to be followers of fuch, 
as far as they are followers of Chrift, and no 
further. No Soren ot 7 a 


Foo tae 
3 tor" - 


CARNAL CONSULTATION -UNFOLDED. 


453 


4. Weare to confult the glory of Godin all. If 
we confult our own ends, it is but flefh and 
blocd: but if, in all things, we confult the 
glory of God, as our ultimate end, then we 
confult not with flefh and blood. Whether we 
eat or drink, or whatever we do, we ought, to do-all 
to theglory of God: and. in all the matters of God 
and.confcience, it is always; fafeft. to, confult 
what is moft for advancing this great end, .éhe 
Slory of God im Chrift; the glory of his fovereign 
grace; |the glory of, his, infinite holinefs and 
other, perfections.,\, Whatever tendeth, to..the. 
difhonour of God,,and of his name, ,comes of 
flefh.and blood; and of devilifh.carnal conful-. 
tation.:. The world, are fet.upon pleafing..of 
flefh and blood, though it fhould be never fo 
difpleafing to God: they are fet upon the exalt- 
ing of felf and the debafing of Chrift; the en- 
throning of felf, and the dethroning of God., 
But; Q Sirs, if the glory of God was confultedy 
how. remote would people be from confulting 
with flefh and blood? God’s glory would lead 
people up to the-hill of God:,,but flefh and 
blood.takes them down the ftream of the world. 
Why are fo many carried down with the ftream 
of the times? Why, they do not. confult God’s 
glory.) ( : 

5. We.are to confult the analogy. of faith, and 
pureft antiquities; Thus faith ihe Lord, Stand ye inthe 
ways and fee, and afkfor the old paths, wherets thé 
good way; and walk therein, and ye fhall find reft for 
your fouls, Jer. viv 16, And, indeed, in order-to 
the right, ufeof the oracles of God, or the un- 
erring rule of the {cripture, that rule is toi be 
ufedinanagreeablenefs tothe analogy of faith; 
z, e. There are fome fundamental truths that 
areas firft principles, founded upon the cleareft: 
teflimony..of the word ;-and whatever is not 
agreeable.in-principle or practice to that ana- 
logy! of faith, we may be fure is not agreeable 
toithe word of God, and confequently favours: 
not.of-God, but of flefh and blood. . If you afk, 
what thefe fundamental truths. or, firft princi- 
ples..are? . Why, they. are. fuchy with refpect 
whereunto all, that know anything experi- 
mentally about religion, are. beyond doubt:. 
fuch as, that thereis.a.God: that:he is an eter- 
nal, immutable, and independent Being; -hath. 
ordained all things,,executing: his decrees in 
the works of creation.and providence: that he; 
created man. after his, own image: that.man, 
fell from his-happinefs, and brought himfel£, 
into a ftate of fin and mifery:,,that God fent. 
his Son to take on.our. nature; that.therein he: 
might, fuffer and fatisfy divine juftice, pay the; 
price-of redemption;.and that there is no‘tre-i 
medy-for us but in,him.and by him; that,to; 
all, the, elect he.applies this redemption, en- 
lightening. their..minds in.the Knowledgeof 
himfelf; fubduing their wills; andthat-whom. 
he thus regenerates,.and conyerts, he,juttifies,, 
adopts,iand fanctifies, giving.them his Spirit to 
quicken, them, ;and, guide, themy, from ftep to. 
ftep, tll he land them: in. glory, and, they. be 
eternally bleffed in and with himfelf:-and'that. 
all others, being left in their fins, fhall be eter- 
nally, damned,;.and..deftroyedwith :everlafing 
deftruétion, from the prefence of God... Thefe,. and 
the like, are fundamental truths, founded up- 
on the cleareft and flrongeftigrounds of ferip- 
turg, and) linked. together, infeparably:.and 
whatever doctrine oy; principle,rungs.in a. dines 
oppofition to any, of thefe, favours not of God, 
but. of. fleth, and blood. ;.And,therefore, we 
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ought, I fay, carefully 
of faith. . 

6. We are to confult with the deputy of God in 
our breaft; 1 mean, confcience, when it is under 
the government and regulation of ‘the word 
and Spirit of God: for, if it be not thus regu- 
late and governed, I dare not fay it is fit'to. be 
confulted with; nay, 1 am not for confcience 
being confulted with, and regarded in ‘this 
matter, unlefs it'be guided by the word and 
Spirie of God: for many may pretend they act 
according to the light of their confcience; while 
yet they are but under the conduct of'a blind 
and ‘mifled confcience; «and iftthe blind lead the 
blind} both vill fall into the ditch. »Paul pretended 
confeience when a Pharifee;' yea, when ‘he was 
perfecuting the church of Chrift; He verily 
thought with bimfelf, that he ought to do many things 
contrary to thename of Fefus of Nazareth, A€ts Xxvi. 9. 
Yea, Chrift hath told ws, that many perfecutors 
of his members will think, that they do Godgood 
fervice: and fo, following a blind confcience, 
they may be but confulting with flefh and 
blood’ But confcience, guided by the word and 
Spirit of God, is to be confulted with; and then 
is ‘the man’s walk a confcientious walk, living 
in all good confeience before God: and ftudying to 
have a con/cience void of offence toward God and to- 
avard man; and herein /hould we exercife ourfelves : 
for, confcience reaches all relative duties be- 
tween magiftrate and fubject, minifter and 
people, parent and child, mafter and fervant: 
yea, all religious duties toward God and man; 
and fo far‘as we crofs thé light of confcience, 
and go over the belly thereof, we do but’ con- 
fult with flefh and blood, and caft an affront 
upon -God’s deputy. pyr Tet 

Il; What are the moft proper means for’ pre- 
venting our conferring with flefh and blood? 
I {hall obferve two things in ‘the text, which 
were the notable means for preventing Paul’s 
conferring with flefh and blood. The firft was 
his getting a /aving revelation of Chrift in him ; 
He revealed his Son in me. The next was his /peedy 
rejecting the counfel of flefh and blood; /mme- 
diately I conferred not with flefh and blood. 

‘it, The firft was, his getting a /aving revela- 
tion of Chrift in him; /t pleased God to reveal his 
Son in me.’ Here is the beft‘antidote in the world 
again{t carnal confultatiom “It 1s true, fome 
thathave Chriftfavingly revealed in them, may 
yet ‘confult too’ much with flefh and blood ; for 
true believers may mifcarry far, through un- 
belief: but furely, the more that Chrift'is re- 
vealed in a man, the lefs will he confult with 
flefh-and: blood, in the various ways conde- 
feénded upon in the doctrinal part of the fub- 
jee. . Here two things may be enquired into, 
£.What is the nature of this revelation of Chrift? 
Zi What mfuence it hath to prevent and hinder 


otit confulting with flefh’and blood?’ 


to confult the analogy 


oir] What is this revelation of Chrift?’ For un-' 


dérftanding this, you would know, that the 
revelation of Chrift is twofold, «viz. external 
and ‘internal. } Soar! Sire: 
‘€12) The external revelation of Chrift by the 
word. The light of ‘nature and rea/on cannot 
revéal: Chrift: ‘that light hath its own ufe to 
guide-us in the things of nature, but “not in 
the things of God; The natural man receiveth not 


thé things of the Spirit of God, 2 Cor. ii. 14. It is | 


bythe’ word that Chrift is’ revealed, and ‘the 
gofpel notified and made’ known to us; and 
yet, where there is no more but this external 
r, = tos 
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pbs there is no faving change. There- 
ore, | 
(2.) There is the external revelation of Chrift, 
by the Spirit; when Chrift is not only revealed 
to us, but inus: He revealed his Son in me. Now, 
the queftion is, What is this internal, faving reve- 
lation of Chrift? ‘1 think the beft way to under- 
ftand‘it, is, under the conduct of the Spirit of 
God, to confider every word of this emphatic 
defcription of the matter; He revealed his Son in 
me. ‘And every word will afford a thought for 
opening up the nature of this faving work of 
divineillumination, in the knowledge of Chrift: 
and, by the nature of this light wherein Paul 
was here enlightened, we may try, whether 
the God who commanded light to fhine out of darkne/s, 
hath ever /hined into our hearts, to give us the light 
of the knowledge of ‘bis glory, in the face of Fefus 
Chriss fory> Sans is 
1. It is a clear and manifef light: this is im- 
ported in the very ‘word REVELATION; He RE- 
VEALED his Son in me. Revelation {peaks out 
clearnefs and evidence. As God, in creation, and 
making the world, began with light, faying, 
Let there be light, and there was ight ; fo in conver- 
fon he begins with illumination: They that know 
thy name will put their .truft in thee. None will 
believe till they clearly and plainly take up the 
object, though they cannot know it fully and 
perfectly: He that feeth the Son, and believeth in 
him, bath everlafting hfe, John vi. 40, The reve- 
lation of Chrift doth effectually difpel the: mafly 
clouds of fpiritual darknefs and ignorance, that 
fits hard and' heavy upon the eyes of the un- 
derftanding: for’by nature we are as ignorant 
and brutith, in the things of God, as the beafts 
that perifh, till the Spirit be fent, as a Spirit of* 
wifdom and revelation, in the knowledge of Chri, and 
then the man fees clearly; not like the man 
that faw with his eyes, half open, men hke trees 
walking ; but, in‘God’s‘light, he fees light clearly, 
and gets fome fuitable uptakings of Gad’s.te- 
ftimony concerning his Son; teftifying, that he 
is a well-qualified Saviour, able to fave to the 
uttermoft: teftifying that falvation is to be had 
no other way; That there 1s no other name given 
under heaven, whereby we-can be faved: teftitying 
that he is ready to fave all comers; and'that 
whoever will is welcome: yea, teftifying that 
every one who hears of him, hath a warrant to 
come to him, and accept of him; and that it is 
not préfumption in poor finners to come. This 
revelation, I fay, imports a clear light opening 
up the object of faith, and giving the foul fome 
diftant uptaking of God’s teftimony concern- 
ing Chrift; for, what/oever maketh manifeft is light. 
Again, ij Bo} ot +4 ee 
2. It is a fupernatural light; He revealed his Son 
im me: It pleafed Gon to do it, faith Paul: this 
light was from above, from the Father of lights: 
flefh’ and blood ‘révealed not this to Paul; but 
his Father which’ is‘in heaven: this is: given 
from ‘heaven ; TO you it is given to know the my- 
frertes of the kingdom of heaven, to others it is not 
given, Mat. xiii. 11.’ Human parts and literature 
could not peru this infight and difcerning: 
he wanted not his fhare of all the learning of 
that age: ‘but the natural man, let him'be never 
fo learned, and have never fuch a ftock of na- 
tural parts, and’a¢quired literature, yet he re- 
cerveth ‘not the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolifhne/s to him ; neither canhe know them, for 
they’ are fpiritually difcerned: the man mutt be, . 
Qndidantos taught of God. True faving lightis © 
. {piritual 
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{piritual and fupernatural: Ae. that ‘bath :beard 
and learned of the Father, cometh tothe Son: and'the 
Father revealeth, the Son .in a\fovereign’ way 
and) manner ;,not from any;regard to fome 
good qualifications in the finner, but from his 
own fovereign good-will and pleafure:. Jt plea/ 
ed God to reveal his Son im més >) tio 
3» It is an evangelical lights, He’ revealed shis 
Son. m me. His Son; it isnotan abfolute God, 
a God out of Chrift, as he is revealed:to: the 
finner by the law, asa covenant.of works: but 
God, in his Son Jefus Chrift, according to the 
gofpel, which. difcovers him as.a Godin Chrift 
reconciling the world.to himfelf. He revealed his 
Son; the Son of his love, in avhom- he is well- 
pleafed. His Son, who is the Sent and Sealed of 
_ the Eather: his Son, who is the brightne/s of bis 
Slory,, and the exprefs image of his perfon: his Son, 
in whom it pleafed the Father that all fulne[s fhould 
dwell; and in whom dwells all the fulnefs of the God- 
head: and fo: it-is a revelation of the glory\of 
God in the face.of Jefus Ghrift; Ae revealed bis 
Son in me. .The. law,,as.a.covenant of life.and 
works, doth not reveal Chrift:. when God re- 
veals himfelf, according to-that difpenfation, 
he, isa confuming fire out-of Ghrift-to the fin- 
ner; and at beft 1s revealed as a commanding 
God, anda wrathful, threatening God:- but 
when. God reveals himfelf in. his Son,:then he 
is known, as.a promifing God, a-gracious God, 
a.reconciled God. | And this-gofpel revelation, 
this evangelical light, brings in peace and quiet 
to the whole foul: ‘hence Chrift-fays: to his dif- 
ciples,. when: it feems their. views of God ‘were 
more. dark and legal, apprehending God in the 
Jaw, without) apprehending ‘Chrift in-the gof- 
pel, John xiv.\1, Let not your heart be troubled: ye 
believe in God, believe alfo in :me\\ And. théere:he 
fhews them, ver. 6. that he is ‘the 2bay'sto the 
Father; and,.that:1o man. cometh. to: the Father: but 
by him. Hence, left any fhould imagine,.that.a 
view, of the Son would lead-them off: froma 
view of the Father, he.adds ver. 9. He that bath 
Seen: me hath, feen-the- Father :,.and fo, when the 
Father, reveals; his, Son,. he reveals himfelf “in 
him. How fweet is it then,to confider, that 
firft the. Father ‘reveals the, Son, according to 
John vi. 45.; and then the-Son. reveals the Fa- 
ther, according to John i. 17,.18.! Where, after 
“at is faid, that the law was giwen by Mofes, but 
grace and truth came by Fefus Chrif, it follows, No 
man. bath feen God at any time ; the only begotten Son, 
which 1s in the bofom of the Father, -he hath declared 
him. And thus be.revealed bis Son in me; 4. ex he 
fhewed: me his own glory,.in the face of :his 
Son. |. Here is the faving. gofpel-revelation: » 
» 4. Itis.an internal light; this is evident from 
the particle tn; He. revealed. his Son-1N me: not 
only ¢¢me, by an external objective revelation; 
‘but 72 me, by an internal fubjective revelation. 
Atis not light without, prefented to the bodily 
eye, fhining: outwardly, like that wherewith 
fome poor ignorant creatures are deceived, who 
dfpeak of, their, having feen.about'them, -or in 
duch a part of the room, or of the bed;:4-ftrange 
Jight,. or a pleafant reprefentation ; while: yet 
they may be brutithly ignorant of Chrift::for, 
though I fhall not difprove all external mani- 
feftation, as if God, in extraordinary’ cafes, 
might not, by the. miniftry of angels, make 
fome outward glorious appearance to his own; 
yet, as Chrift himfelf is not.now to be feen any 
other way, than by the eye of faith, in the 
light of internal faving manifeftation,, by the 
7 4¥20.L. IL. 
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Spirit, fo thefe external maniféftations are evi« 
dently delufive, efpecially where there is no: 
thing but grofs darknefs and ignorance in the 
mind. © It 18 not light without, Ifay, but fight 
within ;\ and that not enthufiaftical, Vike thé 
Quakers light, .but “fpiritual “and feriptural, 
{uitable to the objective revelation of Chrift in 
the word:and in the gofpel’: nor, is ‘it notional 
internal light; making impreflion upon the 
fancy, like a {trong imagination: “but ‘it \i3 
light irradiating the whole foul; For God abo 
commanded the light to fhine out of darkne/s, hath [bin 
ed in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God, in.the face of Fefus Chriff,'2 Cor. 
lv. 6. Jn our hearts: and? hence ‘cometh that 
heart-melting; whenthis Sun/of righteounefs a- 
rifeth; with his°warm beams. And hence alfo 
cometh=beart-perfiiafiow; a full perfuafion of the 
truth | of \God’s 'teftimony concerning ‘Chritt: 
the man believes, andiis fure; knoweth; ‘and is 
perfuaded upon the'teftimony of God. Hence 
alfo heart-approbation of Chritft, and the devicé of 
falvation, im him‘and through him. O01 {ays 
the foul) this way‘of falvation ‘is worthy of ‘all 
acceptation.. Hence: alfo' beart=/atisfaction: “it is 
Sweeter than honey or the honey-comb: There is a 
favour inthe name‘of: Chritt; it ds as ointment 
poured forth: the heart and foul acquiefces in 
Chrift,:as: fully anfwering all its neceffities, 
and all its defires. ° Hence’ heart-purification: the 
more theman feés him, the! more ‘he is’ like 
hirh ;» forrit isa ‘begun heaven; and in heaven 
the faints are dike him, for they fee him. as he is: fo 
here in proportion 'to' the fight: And, ina word, 
hence heart-experience: there is‘4 feeling of pow- 
-enandvirtue in the'revelation of Chrift; a tate 
of his fweetnefs and excellency. Other know- 
iledge'and learning*is merely fpeculative; and 
-hence'the:pavement‘of hell is laid with’ the 
{eulls of many great {cholars, who have had 
their heads freighted with notions of God and 
‘Chrift;' but never their héafts irradiated with 
the:light of life, fo'as'to have experience of the 
foul-quickening and fin-killing ‘efficacy of ‘di- 
vine light.;>'Thus*it makes much heart-work, 
being-internal light. i Mel 5 ca as aes ER 

"§. lt issa: clofs appropriating light; this l'diaw 
fromthe me, inthe words? He 'revealed his’Son 
mMéi The faving knowledge of Chrift is ap- 
propriating; therefore Paul calls it) the know 
ledge of Chrift Fefus my Lord, Phil: iii. '8. "The devils 
have fome knowledge of Chrift;' but ¢annot 
fay he is their Saviour: Nebuchadnezzar could 
fay, Lhere isa God of power; but‘he is thé God 
of Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abéd-nego: ‘Darius 
calls him the God: of Daniel: But this’ faving 
revelation comes clofs hom® to:the man him- 
felf;\and natively tends to the man’s participa- 
tion:of the good that he feéth3 if Chrift be re- 


vealed favingly as a Prophet, it is for teaching 


me; if as)a Prieft, it is for atoning for me; if 
as King, itis for'eéOnquering me to himfelf, 
and fubduing:my foes under him; if asa Sa- 
viour} itis forfaving me.’ There is a particular 
application:of' Chrift for wifdom, righteouf- 


nefs;"fanctification, and ‘redemption ‘to the 


man’s’ felf.' It ‘is *not a general fpeculation, 
faying, Here is'a’ full, fuitable, ‘glorious Savi- 
our for finners: but it is like’ a marriage-ap- 
plication and: appropriation, ' {a ing, Here is 
a match for me}'Il apprehend him and take 
himas given'to ‘me: He ‘revealed his Son in 
me. According: to the meafure'of illumination 
and faith, accordingly it comes to this par- 
ticular — 


458 
ticular. mej, .He\ loved imeyiand gaeve' sbim/elf for 

heise nods ovorive vilsieaio oviluisb vias 
6. tis, a-glorious and manifef? light; asd@nay ‘be 
gathered from the whole context.of. this verfe; 
which fhews, at leaf, four things that contri- 
bute to make, it very glorious. sigi1 etovsu0 
ey (1) i1t is, glorious.im the »/pring and origin of 
it, wz. the gead-will and: pleafure of God 3 It 
pleafed-God to-reveal his Son: mn me 1 even fo Father, 
for fo it feemed-goodin thy fights: Proad:flefh and 
blood. may. difpute the fovereignty\of grace: 
but it.is beyond, difpute with ‘all the.chaldren 
of grace, when in.their right wits, thatalbfav- 
ing bleflings are owing: to,,and refolve an this 
origin, the good-pleafure, of Goday a 
» (24), Jt.is glorious,in théymethod and manner of 
ats. He-revealed_ his Son.m me:;ereis a glorious 
Trinity. all. at,work; He,.namely,;theather, 
did reveal ‘his,Son, by the ‘Holy Ghoftin me. 
For-this is the work of the Spirit, ‘ag a Sprrit:of 
-wifdom and revelation inthe knowledge.of Chryi; Eph. 
ds Z>5 given of the Father formthis end,.as that 
verte doth fhewus;-and promifed of theSon: for 
this, end, John xv.) 26. Whemthe:Coinfortér:is:come, 
swhom L.wilkfend untoyous fromthe Father,veven the 
Sparit-of truth, which proceedeth from the Kather, be 
fhall tefify of me..;Andagain; John xui. 14.1 He 
feallglorify me i: for be foall. recerve of mine;and. fhall 


foewit unio you. || Thisi'is what is here made:ott 


in, Paul; ;fo,it is,alfo made our ini allithanare 
favingly.iluminated -in] the knowledge of 
Chrift; the Father reveals.the Son by:the: Holy 
Ghoft... Thisis:the glory.of faving Jight and 
knowledge: itisGod the Fatherthat enlightens 
the mind,, in.the knowledge of, Ghrift,, bythe 
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ecn alla long confulting with flefh:and:blood; 
and,under the conduct. of ,carnal reafon; felf, 
and. felf-righteoufnefs: .but now’ he: is:made to 
rgocem Chrift SE aap hes Si confidence:an: the 
fiefh», The conference with flefh and blood is 
fo: far broken up,-as-Chritt; is: revealed: \Jmme- 
diately I conferred -not, with Stefe-and blood. Thus 
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much ‘of the watire of this revelation! of Chritt: 
And now ladiled tothe other queftion;namely, 
vqa.jeWhat influence this revelation’ of ‘Chrift 
hath upon preventing our ceafulting with fleth 
and blood? This queftion is of great moment, 
as being the! hinge’of the doctrine, ftating the 
connexion between the revelation of Chrift, and 
not confalting with flefh and blood in the mat- 
ters of God.» For°the doctrine may be thus 
franadd 3 covat- al. ot > AMIg P im 5 
ST bat-as there ought tobe no confulting with flefh 
and blood, in divine matters fo the bef? prefervatrve 
againfi this evil: isa faving ternal revelation of 
Chrife>\Or thus; That freedom from carnal confulta 
tionsisva fruit of faving illuminations 9 9) 
‘9 Now; to ‘give: anfwer-to’'this’ queftion, ‘you 
would know, that the influence which the re- 
velation of Chrift‘hath;to prevent our confult+ 
ing with flefhoand'blood, is'twofold, 1° Moral 
and argumentative; 2.'Phyficaland operative: 
-0(43) "The faving revelation of Chrift influenc- 
éethithis moe confulting with flefli and bléed, in 
a‘moral and ‘argumentative way, while it affords 
the!'moft powerful'arguments and ftrong per 
fuafions;“not to‘confult with fleth "and blodd. 
For the revelation:of! Chriftaiatively leads’ the 
foubtoreafon, and areuesthus: “ O! hath God 
“gevdaled his Son in’ mé? Ts it God’ himfelf 
‘that! hath revealed'Chrift favingly to'and'in | 
“me? Andthalbbizhtagainft this God; with 
“ thefe carnal weapons 6f fiefhand blood? Did 
“ ‘it;pleafe him to do foto me? ‘Was it his-good 
“ pleafure to réveal Ghrit!? -And fhall f follow 
“ «my ocarnal pléafure; to the difpleafure of this 
“i God to: Hath he revealed fucl af One as His 
“Son inme? And {hall Phwig felf in me” Fléfh 
« and blood :hath«not revealed Chri’ me; 
“\andthall ‘follow the carnal eondurt of fleth 
iasidtbloody” at orf isd) 0 197 19a) 70 
»s\But whore’ particularly; thismiral influcnde?it 
hathroprevent Gonfalting with fleth ‘and blood 
wilbfarther:appear, if weconfider; tha® when 
Chiit<is revealedy there is fueh’a difplay made 
of ithe:lory'of-God in him, ‘as*tendeth migh. 
tily: to reafon the man 6utofiall his carnal rea- 
fot, “Por inftanicepl! 1 er ioswi wor pits 
» pePhe ‘revelation! of Chritt “aifplayeth ‘the 
-wifdom of God ;“for? Ii him are bid all the treafures 
of wi/dom and knowileilée: yea; herein the man fées 
the manifold wifdom of God; andthe wifdom of God 
inampfery: andwhen this isdifcovered; {urely 
it fpoils: all carnal politics }' yee, ‘and ‘takes 
‘carnal wifdom .toshide its face with ‘bluthing: 
-yea> Cod makes foolith the wiflom bP ibis world.’ 
/ 2 Phewevelation of Chrift difplays the power 
of Gods: fory sheds Chryf thé power-of God,-as well 
as theiaifdom of God; 1 Cor. 1.34.“And now, fays 
the enlightened foul, when €hiift the wifdom 
of Gody’ and ‘the: power of’ God is difplayed, 
“Obl whav need! 'truft'to the poliey-of ‘men? 
«<i Or, what rieed'T fear the power of meh, that 
“arecagaint ‘tet! Or truftv inthe power: and 
“ipolicy of ‘men; éven-when ‘they feém to be 
“ for me? ‘Here istalinighty ‘power thar’ Pam 
« calléd:to confide im} éven the power of a God 
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g faim Chrift oRrapiye2 in the Lord-for ever; for in 


‘the Lord Jehowab is\overlajtings frengeb:” Be is 
‘cable tofave to the wttermofo% Soo oes 

30 The revelation of Chrif? difplays the oh- 
ne/s.of God: and fo this makes the unholinefs 
and finfulnefs of: allicarnal‘confultation to ap- 
pearfo: it thames the man out of his ¢arnal 
counfels. “ O1 ig he fuch aff infinitely holy 
“’ God,. that he hated fin as much as he loved 
é oe tes | pillars tsi! 
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“his eternal Son? And hall lrake@any unholy 
“© courfe? © Is'this’ conferring-with flefh and 
‘“blood’agreeable to the “imfinite holinefs of 
. *God!aia the face of Chrity which Ihave feen.” 
-4eThe revelation of Chriftdifplays the juftice 
of God; both his vindiétive juftice, ine puniths 
in? ‘fiir'to theitmoft, upon the Suretyss wher 
it Was imputed‘to him and retributive juttice; 
in'giving all good thingstoChrift and his:feed; 
as a Feward Of ‘his obedience'to the deaths:and 
‘invall-this' God@hath’ given’ the moft noble in- 
dication ; ‘that, ‘as the ‘willonor’ tet fin'go-un- 
punithed, where-éver it is;;whether it be'in' his 
own} by fatherly chaftifements «or !invothers; 
by» wrathfulwefentments fo he will not:let 
fsel-obedienceand holinefs;where-ever it is; 
wah its ‘reward Of grace in Chrift; and theres 
fore faith the enlightened foul; “Oh! this:con- 
“faulting with oflefie and blood; is altogether 
« -difagreesble-tothav-revelation‘of divme jus 
“ ftice in Chrifgwhether vindiaive or: remu- 
‘nerative; that | have gout Shall Icruntipon 
& ghe thick boflesf his butkler) and provoke 
“vhimeto/anger? -Or) {hall \takeacourle, thas 
“ hath nothingf thatpromifeofithe fweeb 
“oreward of arace im Jefusi Alas this'T mutt 
“aptog dowtus 10k .yshw sisniso eswisod eidto 
togi The revelavion of Chrift difplaysithe fuith= 
filné{raAnd truth of God: for fothecis:thetruth; 
asshe hath fealed the rruth'dfiall the words of 
God,: ‘andvall the spromifegofithe covenant: 
“\ Now; daith'the enlightened» foul, is God fo, 
‘erento mae, and ifhalld bexfo falferorams Is: 
‘“thisoveracityenpagedin the promife,iand his 
“pronvié fealed with the bloodot Chritt? And 
“batt not rakevhisowordifor:my\ fupport? 
‘uAnd-take his:wordas‘a fudiitient fecurity, for 
pes Stectionp!provifionjmnd direction? And 
“: seed I take anydinfubdhitt, by con firlt- 
écarbbwath fd and bldod : Raithfud io be tbat 
Sobaib prompaptayine sy ‘will ulewen leave: thee; 
“thor forfake. theeg> Hebe will yO aotiw won id 
bog The revelation of! Chrifidifp lays the sakrey; 
race, andvewrot Gorb; 2forvishen!Chrit isifeeh, 
ache foul feés'Godjin Chiift,waconcilitig.the 
world to ‘himfelf ;¢ lamd! he ciswfeenoto. be hvelll> 
pleafed'in Chrifteowhen-he:appears; thénothe 
kindné/s-and love of God; towards'men;appears,sTitus, 
iis 4. And nowsthis' Kindnefs andloveofGod; 
igwimnoetpowerfdl ar gumencpagaint ithe «oni 
faltingowith flefhvandblood on“, Wiha tia faice 
‘the foul) ander the difcovery: of dhisoloves 
‘S\SbaMD thus requite tbe Lord? Tsitbis my kindnefs:ta 
“omy friend? Shall fightagdinfe infinite ldvez 
“And fpurn againft thecbowels of divine pity 
“afd e6mpaflion, yerning towards:med Shall 
“che confult my welfare? and Icconfult his dots 
 honour?o0" elke nonin GalbsiiShalbdihar+ 
“ bour*his énemieés) withinome)\ when im ‘lovs 
*sinsdkindnefs he-Wath revealed hisSoninime? 
“ Shall I wear arms of fleth ané bloodwostght 
scajimlth im? Apc entertdin, fuch caidevil of 
“onmminy againtfuch a God of love?” i(Thefe 
ate-the teafonin gs of faith >and\this issthembe+ 
ral! atigumentative!ihfluence)'thanthe revelati> 
on-of? Chrift hath, for preventing carnal cons 
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> Ga) Phe faving revelationof Chriftchath’a 
by fieal operative wpflaence upon-the prevention 
of this confultatiom with! flefh and’ bload: ‘for 
the: revelation of Chit} doth mot:only, frenu- 
ouily. urge ‘and prefs, but powerfully co 

and overcome thie for ¢ 
confultin g ‘with ‘fleth and blood:\according to 
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nquer , velationeof rChrift, jis the day, wherein, felt. 
foul;'fo 'as'to deliver it:fyom 
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the mieafure ofthe faving revelation of Chritt, 
accordingly is the foul transformed, Beholding 
as iniagla/s, the glory of thecdord, we are-changed 
into ‘the ‘famé image, a Gor. iil, 48¢;, And furely, 
the more of God’s: image any hath, the lefs 
confulting ‘with’ God's, enemiese,; 90% v4 pac 
-Now; that this phy fical operative influence may 
the more evidently,appear, confider, alittle, in 
fomre: particulars;\;what itis that,this;internal 
revelarioniof Chrift, doth, powerfully, work and 
effetuate; for, ithe Spirit. of, power. reveals 
Chrit: inthe foulsand you willfee how, it can- 
not but natively work outall carnalconfultation. 
»as/Phisrrevelation.of Chrift works faith; for 
they that know: hissname; cannot but put their 
truitdin him :.they that, fee,the Son, they,be- 
lieveainchim:; » He; manifefied forth his glory,..and 
bierdifeiples: beliewed-in, bim.. And, this faith, purifies 
the:bearts; and'confequently, according. to,,the 
meafunethereof; cleanfeth from,carnality; and 
how the mam walks by, faith, and. fo) cannot 
walkibynearial reafon, which is-faith’s greateft 
oppofizdandantipode.,; The revelation of Ghrifk 
dafiresitinbelief quite out of countenance. Now, 
thisiinbeliefis tleamain rootof,carnal conful, 
tationythe main caufe of confulting. with fleth 
and blood. This revelation of Chrift then ftrikes 
atithe noot of théidifeafe: for, the,man’s eyes 
are opened.to/ee the King in his beauty; and fo, the 
powen ofthis fatal plague is checked. .While 
unbelief préwails, flefa,and blood prewails, fays” 
invgl, DxcéptnK feet haprint of, thenarls, and thruft my, 
haud-ibtashisopderrTcconedt, believe $ but wheneyer 
Chriftiappears, wrbeliek«is:put,to, the bhith, 
and faithicriesnoy trolly Lord, \and.my God...» 
sum “Rhis révelation ef Chriftworks love: they 
that\feechim ‘cannorbut love him, though they 
feerhininor with.the bodily.eye;, Whom. having 
nok een sweskeve.: (Nea, this revelation of Chrift 
fills ithetouli wid iardent{ love | to, Chrift, and 
fuch: asamany!waters cannotquench; and.this 
love is. frrang. aedeath\; bit.is fron ger; than, flefh 
arid’ blaods: Bhe-névelation of Ghiift breaks,the 
powerlofmaturall enmity s| Lhe.caraal mind 2s, £47 
mity againfi God. Paul goes to Damafcus,, full 
freighted with: prejudice and enmity, againit 
Chirifts butgerting aifight of Chrift, a revelation 
‘ef Ghriftiin him,.the arms\of rebellion dropt 
oltiof his dhandi,and,he is, made_to, ery, ou, 
Bord,ewhat wikt:thow have merto da?’ Yea, it; will 
raifé-the affections to {uch pitch,.as will make 
Ghrifb preferable to.alli the glory,of heaven and 
éarth3 IW horievhave) Lam beaven but thee?) and, there 
iscnone, invall) the. earbh-that\T define hofides thee,..h 
faving) fight of }Ghrift, doth Jay.him.open, to 
our yaews as one in| whow is all the fulnc/s of the 
Godhead p arid: out of whofe fulite[ we May 4 ce, Aad 
gracesor graces and this breaks.up the confers 
ence withifleth andsbloods..far, drue love.w > 
admit:no, rival, (MO, COMIpeutor,; [j 5 aid eapliot 
5113.0 Bbis;revelation of Chrift-wonk ae sUyt 
whenithe foul) fees him, then; with Job,, the 
‘mamiabhoncihinyelfecand repents.amduf ena ach ° 
A fightof:Chrift,doth, fink th ata nee us 
loweft pitof felfannihilation, felt-abhorrence, 
aridifelt-dérehationd and when once the power 


of :felfconfidenée isabreken, in. as Muchias the 
mamhathao-confidence inithe in his, 


baits by wa 
felf-filficiency, f€ brightnowlaatslel oval om, 
felf-wall sthenone ofthe ieongel boldkot et 
abd blood:is‘brokendown, :The day me a 
fentenced:to death, thatyChrit, may, | and | 
#eignby! faith imth¢ foul; like 2 as. 9 
: é 
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We had the fentence of death in orfelves, that we 
foould not truft in ourfelves, but’ in God, which raifeth 
the dead: mtimating, that when, by whatever 
mean, felf-confidence is broken, then the man 
is brought to confidence in the Lord. Now, 
when, by the revelation of Chrift, felf is:abafed, 
then confulting with flefh and ‘blood; is turn- 
ed to confidence in the Lord’alone. 

4. This revelation of Chrift works zeal; true 
zeal for God and his glory, for Chrift and his 
honour; and true zeal againft every falfe way. 
Many have a zeal for God, but not according to 
knowledge: but this revelation of Chrift, bring- 
ing in the faving knowledge of /him,'makes 
zeal regular and right, being according: to 
knowledge: and this zeal’will lead:the foul:to 
do and fuffer for Chrift, maugre all the argu- 
ments of flefhand blood to the contrary:: Where 
there is no revelation of Chrift; there 1s:no true 
zeal for him: where faint revelation, faint zeal; 
where clear and full revelation, great:zeal: and 
where great zeal takes place, flefh and blood 
are burnt in the flame thereof; for then the 
man takes joyfully the fpoiling of his goods. None of 
thefe things move him; ‘neither counts he his 
fe dear unto bimfelf, fo that he may finz/h bis 
course with joy. Hence, b hes bas 
“2¢) This revelation of Chrift works joy in the 
heart; Jn whom beheving we rejoice, with joy un- 

Jpeakable, and full of glory.. The revelation of 
Chrift brings gladnefs into the foul ; Then were 
the difciples glady when they faw the Lord...O but 
a fight of Chrift is a gladening: joyfulfight: 
Abraham rejoiced to fee'my day-afar off, and she Jaw 
it, and was glad. will fee you! agam, faith:Chritt, 
ohn xvi. 22. ‘aid your heart fhall rejoice, ‘and your 
joy no'man taketh from ‘you.’ Now} this’ joy: of the 
Lord is their frength, Neh. viii.10.’ And:furely 
the'more ftrong in the Lord that they are, \the 
lefs confidence in flefh and:blood willtake place. 
Afightof Chrift'is'a heart-ftren gthening, grace- 
firengthening thing: and the ftronger that the 
new man 1s; the weaker is the old man.'« The 
Dagon of flefh’and blood falls before the Ark 
of God. ; Lies VAS 
“6° This revelation of Chrift'creates contempt of 
the'dworld, and of all that is in the world';: The 
lifts’ of the flefb; the’ lufts of the eye, and the pride of 
fe; and this prevents all confultation with fleth 
and blood.’ The internal:revelation of Chritt, 
will'‘eclipfeand darken the beauty and glory 
of the world, and all things therein... Love of 
thé'world makes men to confult with flefh and 
blood; and'Demas-like to-forfake Chrifl, even 
after-a confiderable time’s profeffion of him o- 
penly : but now; when'Chrift appeareth, the 
glory of the*~world difappears ; and the man is 
content to forfake all, and follow the Lamb ; 
counting all ‘but lofs and dung:for him; yea, 
felling his all to’ buy the pearl. » Theinternal 
revelation of ’Chrift- doth ‘effectually: loofe. the 
heart from’ all lufts ‘and idols?’ fee Ifay xlix: 29. 
and xiii. 1. compared. | It makes the:man:cry 
out, with Ephraim, What have J any more:to do 
with’ idols?” As the ftars evanifh upon:the ap- 
ea of the fun ; fo doth the world, and the 
ufts thereof, upon the rifing of the Sun of righ- 
 teoufnefs;' and our beholding thereof: ‘and as 
it Sie aee from idols,' fo it effeGtually- en- 
gages the heart to himfelf; yea, the man. is 
content to-engage ten thoufand hearts, if he 
had them, to the Lord: and thus he isdeliver- 
ed from confulting with'flefh and blood... 
4. In'a word, The revelation. of Chrift doth 
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effectually .difpel the mafly clouds of /piritual 
darknefs and ignorance, that fit hard and heavy 
upon the eyes of our underftanding, whereby 
a man. is buried under the mud of flefh and: 
blood, and prejudices againft Chrift are foment- 
ed. Itis faid of the Jews,.Jf they had known, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory: even fo, 
if we knew Chrift, we would not confult with 
his enemies, or confer with ‘flefh and blood. 
When: Chritt is revealed, then the man is in the 
light, and fees about him): the revelation of 
Chrift:difcovers.the fubtilty of Satan, the de-, 
ceitfulnefs of; thé.heart, andthe fophiftry of 
carnal reafon; and dafhes. down Satan's ftrong 
holds; For Chrift 2s mamfefted, to-deftroy the. works 
of the devil. —Thus you fee what influence, both 
moral and phyfical,: both, argumentative and 
operative, this’ revelation of. Chrift hath, for. 
preventing this fimof conferring with flefh and 
blood; and how :neceflary,'a faving fight of 
Chrift.is, for attaining this-ends;..') 65 -. 
2dly, The fecond mean was, his, {peedy, reject- 
mg the counfel of/flefh and.blood ; Jmmediatély F 
conferred not with flef/h and bloed. : -And.this: imme~ 
diately {eems to\import thefe four. things... 
‘ts That! before this time the, ett and di/poftiow 
of his heart was carnal: why, That which is bor 
of the flé{h-is flefh. While he was im a tate, of 
unregeneracy;: he: was wholly, under the.con- - 
duct of fleth andiblood:: even when he was, 
touching the -righteoufue/s of the law,| blamele/s ; and 
profiting im. the Fews religion aboye many bis equals; 
in: bis:ownnation; yet for ‘all that, time, he now 
fees that, he: was; but a) proud-Pharifee:, yea; he 
put’ .himfelf aniong'the number of thefe,that 
were: fooli/h, difobedient, deceiued, ferwing divers lufis 
and: pleafures, hateful, ‘and hating one another, Titus 
iti 3. Whenconyenting gracetook hold of him; 
then:he undérftood' what. a-fool jhe had. beer 
before. converfion ; and how;much he had.been 
under, the condutt of ‘carnal fenfe and reafon’: 
but now when Chrift was revealed. in him,.im- 
mediately h¢. conferred) not iwith, flefh’ and 
blood, as he had always done before: 

o2.clt imports,’ that; upon >the revelation.of 
Chrift,.a change was inftantly: wrought, froma 
carnal to a {pinitual:difpofition ;, Beholding, the 
glory: of. the Lord, be. was changed immediately. 
No fooner doth:the,fun fhine upon a man, than 
light and heatis:conveyed with the beams there- 
of ::and thus, no fooner.is.Chrift faving]y.re- 
vealed, tham the foul is erilightened; warmed; 
transformed, ‘and fpiritualized:,thesnew light 
and faving fight brings:in ainew quality and 
difpofition, at the- fame time.:,.Jn order of na- 
ture;'the revelation of ‘Chrift is firft; but iin or- 
deb of time; no! fooner is' the revelation, given, 
but ithe {piritual:difpofition’ is wrought; for; 
the Spirit of twnfdomand:revelation-in:the | knowledge 
of Chryt, doth ‘enter:into;the.man, and.brings 
gtacecwith hithas 6}! lo ears tgoeed Hace _ 
+o 3/vitLim ports,-that, this'fpiricual, difpofition 
was inftantly put in exerci/es | Lmmediately I, confer’ 
red.not with flefh and: blood, } He got not anew 
difpofition ‘to ly dormant, like a fleeping habit, 
without any, vigour andactivity : but when- 
ever he got grace implanted, he ftirred up 
the:fame to'a holy exércife.. ‘True holinefs is 
not only paflive; in the principle and habit, but 
active; and that’ both';internally,; in the exer- 
cife-of pine ;oand externally,; in the. perform- 
ance 0 duty,..,The:apoftle,was.2  hafe,. like 
David; in that holy hafte, mentioned. Pfalm - 
xix. 60. J. made hafte and: delayed not, to keep thy 


commandments ; 
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commandments; thus did the apoftle, upon his 
firftillumination:. Jumediately I conferred not with 
jie/b and blood. 

4. It imports, that now he was in the ftraight 
way of duty; whereas formerly he was ina 
crooked way. . For the word here in the origi- 
nal <§2es rendered immediately, comes from ano- 
ther that fignifies fraight; and is fo rendered, 
Mat. iii. 3.' Make bis paths fraight. And the ad- 
verb of the fame nature, is rendered /raight- 
way, Mat. 111.16, He went up fraightway out of the 
water: and now, comparing the,noun, which 


fignifies fraight, and,the adverb, which figni- 


fies immediately or fraightway ; comparing them, 
I fay, together, we may turn the adverb into 
the fenfe of the noun, and fee this leffon in it, 


namely, that todo what.is right fraightway, is. 


to take the frraight way. of doing it: whereas, 
to delay what is right, and what ought to be 
done inftantly, and not todo it ftraightway, is 
fo far a going out of the ftraight way. He that 
delays to .do.good,,and, to do what the Lord 
calls him to, and doth it not ftraightway, he 
is not walking in the ftraight way of duty: but 
Paul delayed not at this rate; Jmmediately I con- 
ferred not with fle/b and blood: he inftantly and 
f{peedily rejected the counfel of flefh and blood. 


‘They. that. would not confult, with flefh and 


blood, had need to take care that they do not 
ftand.to parley with the temptation: for, when 
a man enters upon {peaking terms, with carnal, 
reafon, and doth notiimmediately. reject its fo- 
licitations,. he is in-danger to be.drawn afide 
therewith. _ Eve parlied with the;temptation; 
and fo.was overcome: fodid Samfon:; and was, 
conquered: fo did David ;.and he waswwanquith- 
ed,..Peter’s. fall alfo difcovered the, danger.of 
parlyingwith the temptation: he entered upon, 
the confultation with fleth and blood, when he, 
exprefled his; confidence: in: himfelf, faying, 
Though.all men forfake thee, yet will not I: next he 
entered.into the judgment-hall;, and: upon his 
being firft attacked, flefh and,blood fuggefted. 
fears of death: from one ftephe goes on. to 
another, in conferring with flefh and blood: 
and then heis overcome fo far,.as' to fway with 
the time,in curfing and fwearing,and denying 
his Mafter.. ‘The fuggeftions-of. carnal reafon; 
of flefh and blood, are.to be rejected at their 
firft appearance: the cockatrice must be cruth- 
ed inthe, fhell; andthe firft motions of flefh 
and: blood, mutt be abhorred, otherwife danger 
is at hand: thus. did Paul here ;:‘/mmediately I 
conferred mot with flefb and. blood.+—-Thus: much 
for the import of this, immediately... | | 

~ NowJ would offer fome corollaries fromthe 
doctrine, |in this complex view, That the revela- 
tion of Chrift 1s the beft prefervative, againft confulting 
with flefhand bload.. Hence fee, .; 5). + 
1 a. Whence it, is, thatja, world of, mankind are 
living ;wholly under. the condu¢t,of fleth and 
blood, and corrupt carnal reafon,; even, becaufe 
they are,ftrangers to Chrift; Chrift was never 
revealed in them. Ignorance of Ghrift.is at the 
root of all that profanity and ungodlinefs, that 
bears fuch a {way in the world: -why doth the 


drunkard continue in his .drunkennefs?. the 


whoremonger in his whoredom;? the hypocrite 


‘in his hypoorify? and every wicked man in his 


wickednefs?, And what is the reafon.of all the 


-laxnefs, loofnefs, and lafcivioufnefs of our;day? 


Why, it is ignorance of Chrift;;.Chrift; in, his 
perfon, and: offices, hath never been revealed 


an them; they are deftroyed for lack of know- 
Vou. Il. , . eZ 
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ledge; the god of this world hath blinded their 
eyes. As Chrift faid to the Sadducees, Y¢ err, 
not knowing the feriptures: {0 fay 1 of fuch, they 
err in principle and praétice, not knowing 
Chrift, nor the glory of God in him; for, if 
they beheld his glory they would be changed. 

2, See whence it is that people, who enjoy a 
clear gofpel-revelation, may yet be under the 
conduct of flefh and blood; why, Chrift is re- 
vealed to them, but not zm them: while people 
have only the external objective revelation of 
Chrift to them, without the internal fubjective 
revelation of Chrift in them, all their know- 
ledge and common illumination, bath not fo 
much power and virtue, :as to. deliver them 
from their carnal biafs: the gofpel comes to 
them in word only, not in power, and in the 
Holy Ghoft.. Hence many live under the gof- 
pel, and have attained a meafure of the know- 
ledge of Chrift ; and perhaps have, through the 
knowledge of Chrift, efcaped many pollutions 
of the world’s lufts; and yet are never déliver- 
ed from the power and. dominion of this evil, 
of confulting with flefh and blood; carnal eafe, 
carnal reafon, carnal intereft, carnal pleafure 
reigns over them, and leads all the faculties of 
their foul into fubjection: why, Chrift, who is 
revealed to them by the word, was never re- 
vealed in them by the Spirit: they reft fatisfied 
without the faving knowledge of Chrift. 

3. See whence it is, that fo many-of the truly 
Sodly, do fo much confult with fleth and blood, 
at this day,;i» and give fa'much way to carnal 
reafon,; inthe mattergofeGod: it flows from 
this, even, omthe one hand, partial ignorance Of 
Chrift, or the,/inall meafuré of the knowledge of 
him: ‘though/Chrift bé:revealed in them, yet 
it is but very‘darkly ; and perhaps the impref- 
fion that’ the firft revelation of Chrift made up- 
on,them, much obliterated by their defection, 
in leaving'their firft love,.and little growth in 
grace, and:in the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift: whereas growth therein, 
and clearer. views of his)glory, would.advance 
their mortification of flefh and blood. «It flows 
alfo from:this, on the other hand, their not 
taking Paul’s courfe, in rejectin g {peedily the 
fuggettions-of flefh and: blood; upon the back 
of the manifeftation of Chrift, immediately he 
rejects the conference with them. Whereas, 
if this courfe be not:followed, though a man 
fhould get a faving manifeftation of Chritt, if, 
upon:the back of it, he ftand parlying with the 
tempter, and:dallying' with the temptation, he 
is in danger, as'in the cafe of Peter, who, in- 
{tantly after a, manifeftation, ran into the camp 
of flefl and blood; yea, the camp of Satan, Mat. 
xvi. 17. compared withiwer. 225 23.::/'Though 
manifeftations :are of a transforming nature $ 
yet if'a.child.of (God give up his: watch, and 
turn fecure, after:Chrift isirevealed to him-and 
in him, :fleth and blood may trip upshis heels 
weryiqnicklys 1); soishificst-ban adidsovao> 
‘4+ Hence fee, what is God’s method of /anéti- 
Sying an ele& foul,and' carrying on’ the work 
of fanctification in the believing foul: his me- 
thod is firft to reveal Chrift, and fo, by difcover- 
ing his glory,:to: change’ and: transform the 
foul: having convinceditheman of his fin and 
‘mifery, he then. enlightens his mind in: the 
‘knowledge of Chrift:» and:this faving illumi- 
mation’ carries ‘the-will and affections towards 
.the Lord,; ‘and the man, ‘being: renewed after 
the image of God, is, enabled, by the means of © 
more 


i 
4 . 


460 


more and more illumination, in the knowledge 
of Chrift, to die unto fin, to mortify the deeds 
of the body, and to live unto God; confulting 
with him, and not with fiefh and blood: Many, 
at this day, difcover their ignorance of God’s 
method of converting fouls, and fanctifying 
of finners, by magnifying the maxims of mo- 
rality; and fuppoting, as if the mere preach- 
ing of moral duty was enough to make men 
holy: but to reveal Chrift for that end, and 
harp upon this theme, they cannot think this 
is adapted for fuch a purpofe. But my text 
‘and do¢trine fhews, that it is the revelation of 
Chrift that works true fanctification: He reveal- 
ed his Son in me; and then, immediately I conferred 
not with fle/h and blood. The knowledge of the 
law will not do it; the knowledge ofall moral 
fyftems will not do it: but the internal know- 
ledge of Chrift will effectuate it. 

5. Hence fee, the excellency and neceffity of the 
knowledge of Chrift, and of the gofpel: when 
once Paul came to this knowledge, he counted 
all but o/s and dung, in comparifon of the excellency 
of it. And how neceflary it is, is evident in 
this, that there is no fanctification without it; 
no freedom from carnal courfes and confulta- 
tions without it. The gofpel is the revelation 
of Chriftand his righteoufnefs; and, as fuch, 
it is the power of God to falvation; and the power 
of God to fanctification, Rom, 1. 16,17. It is the 
organical power of God unto falvation from 
fin; becaufe therein is revealed the righteou/ne/s 
of God, even Chrift, who is the Lord our righte- 
oufnefs, from faith to faith. No wonder that 
flefh and blood, or men that: are in the flefh, 
think the gofpel needlefs, and cannot endure 
that Chrift fhould be the minifter’s habitual 
theme: forthe revelation of Chriftis the great- 
eft enemy to, and the ftrongeft battering-ram, 
to bring down the walls of it; The weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but mghty, through God, 
to the pulling down of firong:holds; cafing down ima- 
ginations, and every high thing that exalteth ifelf 
againft the knowledge of God, and bringing into capti= 
wity every thought to the obedience of Chrif, 2 Cor. 
x. 4, 5. Elefh and blood oppofes the gofpel and 
the revelation of Chrift, becaufe, when Chrift 
is once revealed, immediately the man con- 
ferreth not with flefh and blood. 

6. Hence fee, how zgnorantly men fufpect the 
gofpel of God's grace, as anurfe of licentioufne/s, and 
an enemy to the holine/s required in the law: for 
the quite contrary is the truth.’ That ignorance 
of Chrift, and his gofpel, is the root of-all car- 
nality: and) the knowledge of Chrift, and the 
gofpel, in a faving way, is the root upon which 
true holinefs and piety doth grow.. The preach- 
ing of Chrift was Paul’s work, .asi'you fee in 
the bofom of this:text 5: He revealed bis Son in'me, 
that I might preach himiamong the Gentiles: he-was 
revealed to me, that 1 might revealchim unto 
others; :and might be ‘the dinftrument of their 
converfion and fan¢tification thereby3:as-Imy- 
felf- was farictified by this:mean. ‘To preach 
duty, without Chrift, is the way ‘to make mo- 
xalifts: to preach duty; before Chrift, andimore 
than Chrift, or in order to Chrift, and'tomake 
amen Chriftians, is the way to‘make them ‘le- 
galifts ; and to make the world think they can 
‘be religious without Chrift, and that a good 
moral life will bring them to heaven: but true 
gofpel preaching lies in preaching Chrift in 
order to duty; it is to,preach Chrift in order to 


_ holinefs, and fo to preach duty in preaching 


A in * . 
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Chrift: for, till Chrift be revealed in us, there 
is no true holinefs, no freedom from confult- 
ing with flefh and blood. 

7. Hence fee what it is, that contributes to 
make a corrupt minifiry in a church: why, Chrift 
is not revealed in all that profefs to preach him 
among the Gentiles; and therefore they never 
ftand to confult with flefh and blood. What is 
it that qualifies a man for the miniftrial work? 
Here is the beft qualification, when Chrift is 
revealed in him,.for this end, that he may 
preach him among the Gentiles: whom God fends, 
he thus qualifies, according to the meafure of 
the gifxof Chrift. But many run without be- 
ing fent; and, as the Athenians worfhipped an 
unknown God, fo they preach an unknown 
Chrift; which is very melancholy work, and 
can have little fuccefs: yea, the want of the 
faving knowledge of Chrift in fuch, lays a’ 
foundation for doctrinal error and practical 
error both, while they want the main preferva- 
tive, againft the confulting with flefh and blood. 
Some are wholly corrupt, becaufe wholly de- 
ftitute of the faving knowledge of Chrift: and 
fo the doétrine, worfhip, difcipline, and go- 
vernment of Chrift’s houfé cannot be long fafe 
and free from corruption among their hands; 
efpecially if they, by reafon of their gifts, parts, 
and authority in the church, bear a confiderable 
fway therein. Others are tainted with corrup- 
tion, though truly gracious, and carried down 
with the ftream of carnal’confultation, while 
any faving knowledge of Chrift thatthey have 
is {0 {mall; that flefh and blood hath the afcen- 
dant: or, if ‘their knowledge of Chrift be great 
in one refpect, yet it'is defective in other re- 
fpects. So Peter, for example, he was greatly 
enlightened in the knowledge of Chrift, as the 
Son of the living God; a moft glorious’ fanda- 
mental articlé of faith, Matth. xvi. 16. }*but yet 
his knowledge of Chrift was defective; and’ ex- 
ceeding dark concerning Chrift as a Jacrifice, a 
ranfom: and hence he takes upon him, for- 
footh, to reprove Chrift, when he {poke of ‘his 
fuffering at Jerufalem, ver.'22. faying, Be it 
far from thee, Lord; this fhall not be unto thee: for 
which Chrift calls him a devil, faying, Get thee 
behind me, Satan; for thoufavoureft not the things 
that be of God, but thofe that be of men. Thotgh he 
was extraordinarily enlightened in the know- 
ledge of Chrift, in one refpect; yet» he was 
extremely ignorant of Chrift, in another re- 
fpect: and hence in that matter favoured of 
flefh and blood, and confulted with carnal eafe, 
and carnal reafon, under colour of zeal for his 
Mafter’s fafety and honour.’ Hence we will 
find fuch corruptions creeping in to'the church 
of Chrift, both among good and bad* fo that 
we may fee perfonal credit, ‘acting “under the 
eolour of zeal for God.- ‘Men will prétend zeal 
for God’s honour, the credit‘of the-miniftry, 
the-honour of ordinances; and vent themfelves 
hotly and tenacioufly, under this view; while 
yet it is perfonal credit, reputation; and adp* 
plaufe that is ‘acting under that covert, and 
‘hiding under that mafk. Thus the difciples 
fought to be avenged on the place, that would 


not receive Chrift, by fire from heaven: why, , 


it feemed to be zéal for their Mafter’s honour 
that fwayed them but perfonal credit was their 
motive; and they were not under the conduct 
of God’s Spirit; but of their own flefh and 
blood: therefore faith Chrift, Ye know not what 
Spirit ye are of, Lake ix. 54.’ See alfo 


ver. $o/ 5 
8. Hence | 


~ 
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8. Hence fee, what is the bef antidote againft 
corruption, both in: minifters and people; and 
the beft antidote againft the power of corrup- 
tion, inany particular perfon: it is even tranf- 
forming revelation of Chrift. A day of power 

“is neceflary for this end, making a difplay of 
God’s power and glory in the fanctuary. When 
God builds up Zion, he will appear in his glory: and 
there is no hope of getting evils amended, till 
the Spirit of wifdom and revelation, in the 
knowledge of Chrift, be poured out. And 


SELF-CONCEITED PROFESSORS DISSECTED, de. 461 


therefore we fhould be at no reft; yea, fhould 
give God no reft till he fend the Spirit, Ifa. lxii. 
6, 7. Ocry with the pfalmift, faying, O /end 
forth thy light and thy truth, And with Mofes, 
I befeech thee fhew me thy glory: that fo, bebold- 
ing the glory of the Lord, we may be chauged into 
the fame mage: and that each of us, for ourown 
part, may have it to fay with Paul here, / 
pleafed God to reveal bis Son in me; and immediately 
I conferred not with flefh and blood. 
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SeLF-ConceEtT incident toa Multitude of Profeffors; or, the ima- 
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PROV. Xxx. 
There ts.a generation pure in their awn eyes, 


ws TLE fubjects I lately. treated, as formerly 

fa ,.obferved, hold out to.us, 1. The. Fa- 
~~ - THER’s exhibition of Chrift, faying, [have 
given, thee fora covenant of the people. . 2.. The 
SPIRLT’'s operation upon the hearts of people, in 
order.to his being known and believedin; He 
Soall tefiify. of me . 3... The Son’s declaration of his 
own excellency;, as being God equal with the 
Eather; J and my Father are one. And fo Father 
Son and Holy. Ghoft concur in their commen- 
dation.of him.to us. . But,.4,.,We treated,a little 
of the worLp’s; dy/approbation. of this glorious 
One, and their harfh entertainment of him ; 
Bebold, Land thé children whom the Lord hath given 
me, are for figns.and.for wonders in Ifrael. And now, 
5. This text may be looked.upon as the ground 
and reafon, why there are fo many, even. in If- 
rael, that entertain Chrift and. his followers 
with marks of. reproach, and look upon them as 
Jigns and wonders: why? Thereis a generation that 
are pure. im thew own eyes, and yet are not wa/fhed from 
their. filthine/s.. Their felf-conceit makes them, 
value themfelves, to the undervaluing and con- 
temning of others: though yet, while they 
fuppofe themfelves to be pure, their impurity 
remains...) , 3 


1% SNA 


and raifed opipion. 


their filthine/s.. Stier ef ery 


'ginary pure Generation found not wafhen from their Pollution.* 


12. 
and yet 1s not wafhed from their filthine/s. 


- This chapter contains, 1. Agur’s confeffion of 
faith. 2.) His prayer, and the parts of it. 3. His 
fixfold quaternary; that is, his coupling of four 
things together, and making a comparifon a- 
mong them; as you may fee them divided in 
the contents of the chapter, upon fome of your 
Bibles.—The rf four is a fourfold generation 
of finners that»are moft deteftable to God: 
though this be not exprefled, yet it is clearly 
implied; and you will:find a parallel where it 
is exprefied, 'Prov.'wi. 16. Now, of the four 
generations he here fpeaks of, the fecond isin 
our-text: A generation that are pure m their own 
eyes, yet are not wafhed from ther filthine/s. The 
{cope whereof is to fhew, That it is a fault in- 
cident tomany multitudes, to have an highopi- 
nion of themfelves, while yet they are naught; 
to think themfelves pure, while yet they are 
impure: they take external reformation for 
true converfion; ontfide holinefs, for inward 
fanctification ; and common grace for faving. 
In the text thefe perfons are defcribed two 
ways; both negatively and pofitively. 
1. Negatively, from what they are not in reali- 
ty; they are not wa/hen from their filthine/s: 
where, as the defilement of fin is exprefled by the 


i is of this, I think, the text chiefly means’: 


wry erry 


the fuccefion of one.age to another. Sometimes 

it imports a multitude; and in this fenfe I chiefly 
re je £1 ’ {t MIS (5h 2. Was as 

take it:, There isa multitude of’ Peeple that are pure 


: + This fabject washandled in iRvetat difeourfes; but we are uncertain when or where delivered : though it is more than probable, 


mine it, They were never before publifbed, 


they were preached in his own church‘at Dunfermline, .fome'time in the yeat_1723s> The-place; they have in his notés feems to deter- 
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in their own eyes, yet are not wa/hed from their fil- 
thine/s. 

The farther explication I refer to the profe- 
cution of thefe three doctrines... 1. That fin is 
an impure thing, of a polluting and defiling nature. 
2. That purity is an excellent thing, and of abfolute 
neceffity to denominate a true faint. Whatever we 
think of ourfelves, if we be not wafhen from 
this defilement, we are naught. 3. That /elf- 
conceit 1s incident to a multitude of profefors. Many 
who are moft impure, do yet look upon them- 
felves as pure, and labour under a fad and wo- 
ful delufion; a grofs and damnable miftake, 
about the ftate of their immortal fouls: they 
have a good heart, they think; and yet, alas ! 
itis the worft part aboutthem. There is a gene- 
ration that are pure in their own eyes, and yet are not 
wa/fhed from their filthine/s. The two former 
doétrines are clearly implied, the laft 1s plainly 
exprefled, and is what I mainly defigned in fix- 
ing on the text: but I fhall touch at the two 
others alfo. I begin with the firft of thefe, and 
would fpeak a little to it at the time. 


Doct. 1. That fin is a pollution and defilement. 


The méthod we propofe for handling this fub- 
ject, through divine aid, fhall be the following, 


I. We would confider what the fcripture faith 
about the pollution of fin. 

II. We would compare the pollution of fin with 
the guilt of fin, for clearing the difference 
between the one and the other; and for 
evidencing the greatnefs of this defilement. 

ill. Speak of the nature and qualities of this 

‘ pollution. 

IV. We would fhew. whence this pollution 

comes, and how it is derived into the world. 

V.' Make application of the whole fubject. 


I.. The ff thing propofed was, To confider 
what the /eripture faith about the pollution of fin. 
Indeed the {cripture compares it to all the great- 
eft. deformities imaginable. Sometimes it is 
compared to the blood and pollution of a new- 
born infant, Ezek. xvi. 4, 5, 6. Sometimes to a 
dead body, or a rotten carcafe, hanging upona man, 
Rom. vil. 24. O wretched man that Lam! who fhall 
deliver me from this body of fin and death? Some- 
times to a /tinking exhalation of a green open grave, 
and the rottennefs of the land of darknefs, Rom. 
ill. 13. Sometimes to the poz/on of a/ps, or /erpents, 
Rom. ii. 13, Sometimes to the vomit of a dog, 
and the puddle of /winé, 2 Pet. ii. 22. Sometimes 
- toacanker, or gangren, 2'Tim. 11.17. Sometimes 
to the dung of filthy creatures, Phil. iii. 8.; or 
human dung: we read of the dung of men’s 
facrifices caft in their facés. Sometimes to the 
plague and peftilence, to a putrifying fore, fa. i. 6. 
——— But, not to name any more; furely if fin 
had not been fucha pollution and abotnination, 
the Spirit of God would not have made'ufe of 
fo many terms, to lay before us the odious na- 
ture of it: yet none of thefe things, to {peak 
properly, are pollutions in themfelve’, being 
part of the ornatriént of the creation, though 
they be, poifon to man, or difagreeable to our 
fenfes: but fin is ugly in itfelf; and in the eye 
Os God and tioly angels, 2 


“oll, The /econd thing was, To compare the po/- 
tution of fin and the guilt of fin together. 

~ -r. The pollution of fin hath a treferehce to the 
command and. precept: the guilt of fin hath»a re- 
ference to the threatening and execution, © God in- 
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joins us to do fo and fo; we do it not: or he 
forbids us to do, and we doit: here is the ftain, 
blot, and pollution of fin ; .being a deformity 
of foul, and contrariety to the law of God. The 
pollution of fin hath a relation to the command ; 
the guzit of fin looks to the /anction:, whoever fins 
fhall die, fhall be punifhed; guilt looks to that. 

2. The pollution of fin looks more directly to 
the holine/s of God; the guilt of fin hath a rela- 
tion to the yu/fzce of God. The pollution of fin 
is the direct oppofite to that, purity that is in 
him; it is a direct contrariety to his holinefs : 
but guilt looks to the juftice of God, which 
chains the moral evil and the penal evil to- 
gether. ~ 

3. Though guilt of itfelf, properly {peaking, 
cannot be faid to be’a good thing, it being evil to 
the rebel and criminal; yet it is a good thing 
that fin fhould: be-punifhed with fuffering, 
and mifery, and’ hell: it is'the emanation of 
God’s juftice and fanction of-his law, and obli- 
gation upon the rebel, to give God as much 
glory by his fuffering, as he robbed him of by 
his fin. This guilt in a manner brings all into 
orderagain. The pollution of fin breaks the order 
of the univerfe: that moral dependence, thatthe 
intellectual reafonable world had upon their 
Maker, is broken by the pollution of fin: but 
guilt, by punifhment, brings all into order a- 
gain; while either the guilty man fuffers in 
his own perfon, which, alas! he can never fully 
do; or his guilt is transferred upon a Surety. 

4. The pollution of fin is i/feparable from it. 
Though fin be pardoned, it ‘is ftill pollution: 
but guilt may be /eparate from fin.’ There’'may’ 
be fin without guilt in two refpects: (1.) When 
God’ ‘gives a Jaw, and adds no‘fanction with it: 
as the’greateft of our divines aflert, That'a law 
may be without a fanction. (2.) When pardon comes’ 
and takes away the guilt. I’ fay, fin may be 
where there is not guilt: as 1 the cafe of the 
pardoned finner, who is no more 'liable to the 
punifhmentduetofin. And guilt may be where‘ 
there is no fin, as in the cafe of Chrift, who had 
no fin of his own, yet as Surety was liable to 
the punifhmentof all the fins of an elect world. 
But though, I fay, guilt is feparable from fin, . 
yet the pollution of fin is infeparable from fin ; 
the very nature of fin muft be deftroyed, ere it 
can ceafe to be a pollution. « pee ha. 


HI. The third thing was, To fpeak of the tia- 
ture and qualities of this pollution. As to the-na- 
ture of this pollution, there are two words I 
would fay concerning it. There is in it a przva- 
tion, or want Of that beauty, which the foul had, 
when the image of God was tpon it: ‘it is a 
want of conformity to the holinefs and'beauty’ 
of God’s nature and law. There is alfo in it a’ 
a pofitive foulne/s and defiledne/t of mind and con- 
fcience: an introducing of the image of the 
devil; yea, a deformity of foul, body, and con- 
verfation. But this will further appear from 
the properties of this pollution: and therefore, 
48 tothe qualities Gr it, @) fOr .!9 Set, 
~'rItas a natural pollution; Who can bring ‘a 
clean thing out of an unclean? no, not one.: Whatfoever/ 
is borh of the fle/b is flesh. Adam,'after his apofta- 
fy, begata child after his own likénefs: had he 
ftood, he would Have had children after G 
image: but having fallen, he begat a fow after 
his own image. This is natural: Jn ja 
concerved, fays David; and in iniquity did/‘my mother 
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2. Itis a deep and indelible pollution: it is of a 
crimfon hue, Ifa.i. 18. It is like the blackne/; of 
the Etheopian, and the /pots of the leopard; 
much ure and foap cannot purge it away, Jer. 
1.22. The deluge of water did not wath it 
away from the earth: the fire that came down 
upon Sodom did not burn it out. The fire of 
hell to eternity will not take away the ftain of 
fin out of the fouls that fhall be there. It is 
deep; nothing but the blood of God can wath 
it away. 

3. It is umverfal: it hath invaded all the fa- 
culties of the foul, and fet up its trophies of 
victory in all the powers thereof. The under- 
fianding is polluted with ignorance, darknefs, 
error, enmity, and prejudice: in the will, there 
is a.contrariety toGod’s will, a rebellion, a con- 
tempt: in the memory, a forgetting of God; all 
his favours to us are written like characters in 
the fand: the conjcience itfelf, God’s deputy, is 
defiled ; To the pure all things are pure; but to the 
wmpure and unclean, even the very mind and con/cience 
as defiled. ‘This witnefs is bribed to favour the 
reft of the polluted faculties. Soul and body 
are contaminated: we read of the filthine/s of the 
fiefh and fpirit, 2 Cor. vii. 1. 

4. Itis a difufive and infectious pollution; a 
{preading gangrene. All the children of men 
are over{pread with it, and defiled. The whole 
man is over-run. It fpreadeth itfelf to our beft 
duties: all our acts of obedience are thereby 
rendered like filthy rages; like a menftrous 
cloath. It infects others that.are near.the pol- 
luted, finner... It is hard.to be in the company 
of a.man that. hath the plague, .and.not to be 
infected: Even fo, it is one of the hardeft thing 
in the world to. be witnefs to.fin, and, compa- 
nions to wicked finners, and not be infected: 
Can a man take. fire im his bofom,,.and not. be. burnt? 
Yea, it infects the very timber and ftones of the 
houfe where the man hes; hence they are faid 
‘to cry out againfi him. Yea, it infects the very 
‘ground on which he treads. .. Yea, the whole 
- creation groans and travels.in pain, becaufe of the 
fins of men. _ 

5. It is a growing and mcreafing pollution: He 
that is filthy,.let.bim be filthy full;..that is, more 
filthy, Rev. xxii. 11... Eval, men and-feducers wax 
worfe and wore, 2 Tim. iii..13. Sin, once given 
place to, makes gradual and fuccefsful advan- 
ces upon the finner, var oe 

6. [tis a mortal pollution,.a deadly pollution: 
I faid unto thee, when thou waft in thy blood, Live: 
yea, I faid unto thee, when thou waft in thy blood, Live. 
The doubling of the expreffion, fhews the 
deadly nature of the pollution; Jn the day when 
‘thou waft born, thy navel was. not cut, neither waft 
thou wafbed in water to fupple thee; thou waft.not 
Salted at all nor fwadled at all: No eye pitied thee, to 
do any of thefe offices unto thee, to have compaffion upon 
thee; but thou waft caft out cnto. the open field, to-the 
‘loathing of thy perfon im the day that. thou waft born. 
And when I paffed by thee, and faw thee polluted in 

thy blood, I faid unto thee, when thou waft in thy blood, 
Live ; yea, I faid unto thee, when thou waft in thy 
blood, Live, Ezek. xvi. 4,5, 6..A new-born child, 
expofed in that cafe, would foon expire.. Oh! 
but fin puts confufion amongft men; it puts 
fire into hell; it puts rottenne/s in the grave: it 
was only he that went to the grave without fin, 
that rofe without corruption: yea, fin put wrath 
‘in the heart of God againft man. - It is a mor- 
‘tal, deadly, deftructive pollution—Many other 
difmal qualities of it might be affigned: but I 
proceed, por. 
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IV. To the fourth thing propofed, which was, 
to fhew how this pollution is conveyed into the 
world, and from one to another. This isa great 
myttery, and we muft be modeft on it. Let 
us only confider then fhortly thefe two things 
about it. 

1, That Adam, once being polluted himfelf, 
he cannot but beget a polluted child: hence we 
read, Gen. v. 3. that he begat a fon in his own like- 
uefs, after his mage. An Etheopian begets an 
Etheopian; a blackemoor begetsa black'emoor: 
That which is born after the flesh is flesh, Jol iii. 6. 

2. Confider, when God makes the foulof a 
man of Adam’s race, he looks upon him as a 
branch and piece of the old Adam; of the old 
rebel and apoftate, to which he gave original 
beauty, and made it like himfelf, the glorious 
work of his hand: but it foon deformed itfelf. 
Now, when he makes the faculties, the mind, 
the will, he goes no further in making them: 
he does not con-create the original beauty he 
once gave to man: he is under no obligation 
to reftore what they threw away. Indeed, the 
elect foul, in the day of converfion, gets-all re- 
{tored to advantage, by the Lord Jefus Chrift: 
Then he reftores that which he took not away, Palm 
Ixix. 4. As he reftores the favour of God in ju- 
ftification; fo the image of God in fanétificati- 
on: .not till then. 


V. The fifth thing propofed was the applica- 
tion of the fubject; which we thall effay briefly 
in feveral ufes. | 

if, By way of information, If fin be fucha 
pollution and defilement, then hence fee, 

1. Why fin keeps men out of Acaven. Sin 
ftands directly oppofite to the rectitude of his 
holy nature; itis that abominable thing which he 
hates: and, itjis.a pofitive law of the God of 
heaven, that nothing that defileth can enter into 
the heavenly Jerufalem. And therefore fin, con- 
fidered in its own nature, as exceeding finful, ex- 
cludes from the prefence of God. 

2. See what matter of Aumazliation, before God, 
we have: we fhould /y down in our fhame, and 
our confufion cover us, crying out, Unclean, unclean; 
humbled tothe duft. Alas! what an unrea- 
fonable thing is,pride! To fee a proud finner 
is as ridiculous a thing, as to fee a man vain, 
with a contagious diftemper, boafting of bodi- 
ly comelinefs.. ,, 

3. See hence the dreadful infatuation of the moft 
of the children.of men, that are in love with 
fin, for as filthy as it is: yea, the doleful ftate 
of all.men by nature. It is a vile ftate; a ftate 
of .pollution:,it-is a ftate of feparation from 
God;,.a ftate of enmity to.God, the chief good; 
and of mad_love to fin, the chief evil and pol- 
_lution.;, Whence. is it that the world are in love 
swith dung and filth? Surely it proceeds from 
blindnefs of mind: men-do-not fee the evil of 
fin... It.proceeds from unbelief, the power of 
unbelief ;,meri-do not credit the account given 
of it in the word. It proceeds alfo.from the 
fair and pleafant varnith that the devil puts up- 
on fin.d. Goi hs cj. 

..4. Hence fee the mi/erable condition of thefe who 
are under thestotal power of fin, and never had 


_the pollution.ef it wafhed:away: why, it ren- - 


ders you abominable in the fight of God, who 
is of purer eyes than to behold evil: abominable in 


the fight of all. good men, In whofe eves a wile per- 


Jon is contemned, Pfal. xv..4:: in the fight of good 


angels; .they cannot but loath iniquity, being , 


fuch {potlefs and holy creatures:. yea, abomi- 
ee Ses | . nable 
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nablein your own eyes; if ever God open them, 
you will loath yourfelf and your fin, as much 
as ever you loved it. 

5. See what need we have to ftand at a di- 
fiance from fin. Sin has brought the greatetft 
defolation upon nations and kingdoms; ruin- 
ed the moft famous and flourifhing churches ; 
brought deftruction upon the greateft and moft 
opulent cities; vanquifhed and overcome the 
greateft men; and turned the moft fertile land 
into barrennefs. Therefore, we have much 
need to ftand ata diftance from it, feeing it 
has brought fuch devaftation on the earth. 

6. Hence fee the righteou/ne/s of God in punifh- 
ing fin. How juft and righteous is he in pu- 
nifhing it, whether here or through eternity? 
Damnation itfelf isa moft holy, pure, and righ- 
teous action. The punifhment is not above 
the fault. Thou that by fin doft trample upon 
God, how juft is it that he fhould trample up- 
on thee? Sin is an infinite evil, objectively con- 
fidered; and therefore an infinite evil mutt fol- 
~ low. How unreafonable then are mens com- 
plaints of the punifhment of their fins in time? 
Complain not againft the Lord, for any thing 
that can come upon you: it is the puni/bment of 
your fin; accept of it: Why /hould a hving man com- 
plain? So long as it is below damnation, it is 
far below your defert: He hath punifhed us le/s 
than our iniquities deferves 

7. Hence fee the exeellency of holine/s: If fin be 
moft vile, holinefs is moft lovely. Sin is our 
deformity, holinefs is our beauty: fin is a 
fhame, holinefs is a glory. 

8. See the zmpoffibihty of fatisfying God by our- 
felves; and the neceffity of flying to the blood of 
Chrift. How impoflible is it for you to fatisfy 
God by your own duties, reformation, and 
righteoufnefs? Can this repair the wrongs done 
to God, while we have caft the dung of: fin up- 
on all the perfections of God? We have, as it 
were, trampled God under our feet, and trodden 
under foot the Son of God, Heb. x. 29. This is worfe 
than that all the world fhould burn in hell. 
Can we then make reparation or fatisfaction 
by our duties? or be juftified by our works, 
while our works themfelves are full of fin; and 
fo full of pollution? No, no. See then the 
abfolute neceflity of flying to the blood of Chrift: 
This is the only fanctuary and’ city of refuge 
for guilty finners; the only purgatory and la- 
ver for filthy finners to be cleanfed in: The blood 
of Chrift, and that only, cleanfeth from all fin. 


The next w/e that we make of the do¢trine, is 
of examination. From this we may try, if ever 
we gota right fight, a faving fight of fin, fo as to 
fee it in its polluting and defiling nature. There 
is a law-fight:of fin that ufhers ina gofpel fav- 
ing fight. Law=work is neceflary; I do ‘not 
{peak of the degrees: but the bankrupt will 
not run to the furety, till he fee‘himfelf a dy- 
vour, quite infolvent.-- The polluted foul will 
not fly to the fountain till he ‘fee himfelf pol- 
luted and defiled. SHEL 

But poflibly it may be afked, How /hall a per- 
fon know, if after fome law-work of this fort, he hath 
got a gofpel faving fight of the pollution of fin? 

' We fhall anfwer'to this only in thefe two par- 
ticulars following. , 

1. If fo, then you have feen it in the golpel- 
‘glofs,'and that is‘a crucified Chrift: They /hall 
look. upon him whom they have pierced, and fhall 
mourn ; that is, ona crucified Chrift. Chrift on 
the crofs is a glafs, wherein we-fee the finful- 


SELF-CONCEITED PROFESSORS DISSECTED. 


SerM. CXXIII, 


nefs of fin more than any where elfe. Here 
God’s hatred againft fin appears moft clearly ; 
and at the fame time his love to the finner, in 
giving his Son to the death for his fin: and this 
love melts the heart, and breaks and difolves 
it more than all the terrors of the law or flames 
of hell could do. 

2. If fo, then the fight hath wrought a go/pel- 
effect, fach as that upon Job, chap. xiii. 5, 6, 
Now mine eyes feeth thee ; wherefore I abbore my/elf, 
and repent in duft and afbes. This fight hath made 
you look upon yourfelf with abhorrence; and 
made you difpleafed with yourfelf, and even 
to loath yourfelf before God; and loath your 
fin, and fee yourfelf more filthy than the moft. 
loathfome creature on earth; yea, than the 
blackeft devil in hell: And you Will alfo find 
fome difpofition, under a fenfe of daily defile- 
ment, to make a daily improvement of the 
fountain of the blood of Chrift, for cleanfing, 
When any pollution is contracted, you will a- 
new find yourfelf uneafy, till you get a new 
dip in the fountain. If it be thus with you, I 
think the Lord hath begun to cleanfe you from 
your pollution. But, alas! the moft part who 
hear me, ly ftinking in the filthy mire of the 
pollution of fin. | 


Therefore, in the next place, permit me to 
apply the doctrine in an ufe of exhortation. Let 
me exhort you, 

1. To fee and be convinced of your fad, finful, 
and polluted {tate and condition. Alas! what is 
your natural ftate, man, woman? You that 
are unregenerate, you are lying in the mire, 
and loving to wallow like fwine in it. A fheep 
may run into the mire, but cannot reft there 
till it get out: but the fwine love to ly in it, to 
wallow in it, and feek no better place to flay 
in. The whole world lieth in wickedne/s, 1 John 
v.19. They ly in it like-a veffel in the dub, 
that muft needs be full: They are full of fin; 
never emptying, but always filling: yea, when 
the man thinketh he is emptying of fin, when 
he thinketh he is repenting and reforming, 
then he is filling with it, and carrying a ful- 
nefs of it about with him, in fo much that he 
is dropping off that fulnefs of fin wherever he 
goes. You will fay, that beggar is fo full of ver- 
min, that he is dropping his vermin where- 
ever he goes: fo, many people difcover their ful- 
nefs of finful pollutions by dropping this ver- 
min wherever they go. If they come into good 
company, they are dropping their vermin there: 
if ' they come into'bad company, they are dif- 
fufing their pernicious pollutions there. Why, 
they are fo full of pollution, fo full of fin, that 
fometimies it drops out of their eyes, in proud 
looks, or wanton glances; fometimes it drops 


‘out of their lips, in vain difcourfe, or profane 
language, fuch as, fwearing, lying, flandering, 


and idle words; and drops out of their whole 
behaviour and deportment. Alas! what a mi- 
ferable cafe and condition are they in? Their 
heart is the fource of all corruption; a neft of 
vermin that was never herried, a ftay that was 
never cleanfed ; and out of that receptacle creeps 
a multitude of noxious vermin every day, and 
every hour of the day; for, out of the heart 
proceedeth all the wickednefs of the heart and 
life: Out of the heart proceedeth evil thoughts, mur- 


ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falfe .witneffes, 
blafphemies: thefe are the things that defile a man, 


Mat.,.xv. 19,20. Oh! fee and lament your fad 
ftate; and know, if ever you dwell with a ho- 


ly 
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ly God, you muft be wafhen, Pfal. xxvi. 3, 4. 
If your filthinefs remain, the filthy devil and 
you muft lodge together in hell for ever. 
Therefore, 

2. Ofeek to be wafhed: Wa/h ye, make ye clean, 
Ifa.i.16. This was an exhortation to the church 
of the Jews, when very corrupt and degenerate. 
In which exhortation, there is fomething /uppo/- 
ed, namely, that the church was greatly defil- 
ed. Indeed, the church of God 1s fometimes 
black like a pagan nation; yea, blacker by rea- 

fon of fin againft clearer light, greater love, 

ftronger vows, and contempt of an offeredChrift. 

Again, in this exhortation there is fomething 
_expreffed, even their incumbent duty; Wa/b ye, 

make ye clean. It is a New-teftament duty under 

an Old-teftament phrafe. But who can cleanfe 
his heart? Indeed, when God commands us 
to make a clean heart, the defign is, that we 
may turn the precept into a prayer, and fay, 

“ Lord, create in me a clean heart ; waf/b me, and I 

“ fhall be clean.” This feems to be the native 

view, and plain import of the text. Wa/h your 

hands, ye finners ; purify your hearts, ye double minded, 
faith the Lord, by the apoftle James. O what 
filthy hands are there amongft ts! and much 
more filthy hearts! Heart-unbelief, heart- 
hardnefs, heart-enmity, heart-ftupidity, heart- 
hypocrify, heart-atheifm, heart-deadnefs and 
indifpofition, heart-wandering and wickednefs, 
and innumerable fuch plagues, difcover the pol- 
lution of the heart. Do you not need wafhing? 

There is a fourfold water that God makes 
ufe of’ for this end; and you fhould improve 
thefe waters. 

(1.) Fhe water of affiction: By this fhall the ini- 
quity of Facob be purged. It was good for me that I 
was afucted. This water, indeed, watfhes not 
of itfelf, but only as a mean in God’s hand: 
when he blefles it, this water wafhes fubfervi- 
ently, as the faw hatha fubferviency to cut the 
timber, when in the workman’s hand. There- 
fore, improve difpenfations of providence; and 
ery, “ Lord, let not this affliction pafs without 
“ fome efficacy upon my foul,’to wath and 
* cleanfe me from my fin.” 

(2.) The water of the word, the waters of the 
fanétuary; thefe are healing, medicinal, clean- 
fing waters: Now are’ ye clean, through the word 
that I have fpoken unto you. Sanctify them through 
thy truth, thy word is truth. ~This’ water: wathes 
inftrumentally; not by any intrinfic virtue of 
its own, but by the power of God accompany- 
ing it. Therefore, when you hear the word, cry 
for power to attend it for wafhing you. The 
word difcovers the fpot of fin, James i. 23, 24. 
The word propofes the rule of holinefs, and the 
moft noble pattern of purity: Wherewith /hall a 
young man cleanfe bis way? By taking head thereto 
according to thy word, Pfalm cxix.9. ‘The word 
hid in the heart 1s like a fire to burn and con- 
fume the drofs of fin. The word holds forth 
the grace of God, and the love of Chrift, which 
conftrains to purity: Having the/e promifes, dearly 
beloved, let us cleanfe ourfelves from all filthine/s. 

(3.) The water of the Spzrit’s faving influen- 
ces: this water wafhes efficiently. It is only 
through the Spirit, that we mortify the deeds of the 
body. O Sirs, employ’ the Holy Ghoft to wath, 
to cleanfe, to purify, regenerate, and fanctify 
you: we are faid to be wa/hed, juftified, and fanc- 

_tified in the name of the Lord Fefus, and by the Spirit 
of our God. .It is the work of the Spirit to cleanfe 
and purify: itis his function, it is his office; 
amidsite loves to be employed. 
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(4.) There is the crimfon water of the Re- 
deemer’s dlood ; and this water wafhes meritori- 
oufly: this is the fountain opened to the houfe of Da- 
vid, and inhabitants of Ferufalem, for fin and for un- 
cleanne/s, Zech. xiii. 1.» The blood of the Lamb 
is a fountain; it is not a rivulet, but a fountain, 
gufhing out with freedom: it is not a fountain 
Jealed, but a fountain open; every man, every 
woman is welcome to wath and purify them- 
felves at it; welcome to bathe in it, till he be 
whiter than the {now: It is open, not only to the 
houfe of David, the royal family; but to the znha- 
bitants of Ferufalem; to the pooreft and meaneft 
of the vifible church. This is the river that 
makes glad, becaufe it makes clean, the city of God. 
O Sirs, run to this blood of the Lamb; wath 
there every day. There is an original wafhing 
in the day of converfion ; this is the initial wath- 
ing that many hearing me ftand in need of: O 
but you ftand in need to be plunged well then, 
in a day of power, that the filthy nature may be 
wafhed and changed. There is alfo a progrefive 
daily wafhing, from the daily pollutions that 
are contracted; and this wathing the godly 
themfelves daily need: though they need not 
to be regenerated again, or a new regenerati- 
on of their nature; yet they need alwaysa new 
convertion and wafhing of their heart and way: 
hence Chritt faith to Peter, Johm xiii. 10. Ae that 
zs wa/hed, needeth not fave to wafh his feet. Sins 
contracted, by daily unwatchfulnefs, put the 
people of God under.a neceflity of daily wath- 
ing, though not a wafhing of the whole pers 
fon; for that is done’in regeneration, wherein 
the ftate is'changed: Ae that is wa/hed, needeth 
not fave to wafbh his feet; the feet of his af- 
fections, the»feet of his converfation, the 
fleps of his daily walk. But. there are multi- 
tudes that were never wafhed at all; they muft 
wath head, and heart,:and all; their nature and 
_ need wafhing, as well as their heart and 

ife. ry . 
In a word, employ the Lord Jefus to do all 
the work, who faid in that context, // / wa/h 
thee not, thou haft no part in me. Know you can 
not wafh yourfelves by any of thefe means, 
unlefs he put to'’his hand and do the whole 
work: put your polluted fouls into his hand, 
faying, “ Lord, wath me; apply thy cleanfing 
* blood by the power of the eternal Spirit.” 
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There tsa generation that are pure in their own eyes, 
and yet 1s not wafbed from their filthine/s. 


[ The fecond Sermon on this text. ] 


T contributes much. to fet forth the excel- 
lency of the fcripture, as being indeed the 
word of the infinitely wife God, that it points 
out the lively picture of people, in all times, 
and ages, and generations; infomuch that the 
{criptural account of people are never out of 
date. It were well if the world were mended, 
fince the Spirit of God dictated this fentence, fo 
many thoufand years ago: nay, but I think it 
is as applicable to the prefent generation, as if 
it had never concerned any other. Try it when 
you will, Sirs, either with refpect to yourfelves 
or the generality of people round about you, 
and you will find it to be the very image and 
picture of the day. As face anfwereth face in 
a glafs; fo, in the looking-glafs of this text, 
you 
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you may fee your own face, man, woman; and 
the face of a multitude in our day. Was there 
ever more filthinefs and impurity of thought, 
word, and action; of heart, fpeech, and beha- 
viour; and yet in what a proud, felf-conceited, 
felf-juftifying delufion and dream are many 
into; as if they were pure, good, civil, fober, 
honeft, and righteous enough. Well may it be 
faid, There is a generation that are pure in their own 
eves; and yet isnot wafhed from their filthine/s. 

Having,in the preceding difcourfe, opened up 
and applied the firft doctrinal obfervation we 
jaid-down from the words, we {hall now pro- 
ceed to the fecond doétrine. 


OxseEr. 2. That purity is an excellent thing, and of 
abjolute neceffity to denominate a true faint, a true 
Chrifiian. 


In the handling of this propofition, we pro- 
pofe, through divine aid, to obferve the fol- 
lowing method and order. 


I. Touch a little at the mature of this purity. 
Il. Mention fome of the qualities of it. 

III. Enquire into the nece/fity thereof. 

IV. Point out the excellency of this purity. 
V. Make application of the fubject. 


I. We fhall return to the firft of thefe, viz. 
To touch a little at the nature of this purity. 
And what we intend to offer upon this head 
may be comprifed in thefe two things. 1. The 
removal of the filthinefs.. 2. The conferring 
of cleannefs. 

17, This purity lies in the removal of the filthi- 
nefs that the text fpeaks of! The man that is 
pure is wafhed from his filthinefs in the blood 
of Chrift. And there isa threefold filthinefs 
that is wafhed away. 

1.. The filthinefs of our nature. We are natu- 
rally unclean and defiled. for, that which'zs born 
of ithe flefh is fle/b, John iii..6, And, who can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean? Now, it is the pu- 
rifying grace of God in Chrift, that only can 
remove this defilement of our nature ; Such were 

fome of yous but ye are wWafhed, but ye are fanctified, 
but ye are juftified, in the name of the Lord Fefus, and 
by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. vi. 11. He faveth, 
by the wa/hing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
" Holy Ghoft, Tit. iii. 3, 4,5. Now, how far origi- 
nal polution isremoved,inthofe whom theLord 
purifies, we need not difpute: it is certain, the 
foul is made fair and beautiful in the fight of 
God; though: the fin that doth defile remains, 
yet its habitual defilement is taken away, when 
the perfon is purified. = ~~ 
_»2. The filthinefs of our per/on; in actual trant 
greffion, is taken away in this work of fancti- 
fication and purification. There is a defilement 
attending every actual fin: Now, itis the d/ood of 
GChrift that cleanfeth from all fin, Befides the defile- 
ment of the nature, which he purges, ‘Tit. i. 15. 
he takes away the defilement of our perfons, 
by actual follies; for, By one offering he perfected 
for.ever them that are fanétified, Heb. x. 14. 
>. 3. The filthinefs and defilement of our duties 
is alfo taken. away, in this work of purificati- 
on. ‘There is a defilement arifes from our du- 
ties; unbelief and formality drop in into our 
beft duties: .we may be afhamed of our choiceft 
performances. God hath promifed, concern- 
ing the good works of the faints, that their works 
Shall follow them, Rev. xiv. 13. Truly, if they 
were to be meafured by the rule, as they come 
from us, it might be well for the faints, that 
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they might be buried for ever: but the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, as their High-prieft, bears the ini- 
quities, the guilt, and provocation which, in | 
{trict and fevere juftice, doth attend them, Exod. 
Xxvili. 38. He bears the iniquities of our holy things ; 
and not only fo, but wa/hes away all filth and de- 
filement; and adds /weet incen/e, that they may 
be accepted. Whatever is of the Spirit, of him- 
felf, of grace, that remains: but whatever is 
of flefh, felf, and unbelief, that is hay and ftub- 
ble, and that he confumes and takes away; in- 
fomuch, thatthe good works of the believer fhall 
meet him one day with fuch changed counte- 
nance, that he fhall not knowthem: that which, 
feemed black, deformed, and defiled, fhall ap- 
pear beautiful and glorious; they fhall not be 
afraid of them, but rejoice to fee them follow 
them. ' | 

This cleanfing of the man’s nature, perfon, 
and duties, from all defilement, is owing tothe 
death of Chrift meritorioufly, to the power of 
the Holy Ghoft efficiently: he is that pure water 
wherewith we are fprinkled from all our fins; 
that Spirit of judgment and burning, that takes away 
the fle/h and blood of the daughters of Zion, Ua. iv. 4. 
But then, 

2dly, This purity lies not only in the removal 
of this filthinefs and defilement; but in the 
conferring of cleannefs. And this is alfo ina three- 
fold gradation. ; 

1. When God purifies a.perfon, he gives the 
Spirit of purity. and holinefs todwellin the man: 
our renewing 1s of the Holy Ghoft, who is _f/hed on us 
abundantly through Chrift, Tit. 111..6... The princi- 
pal thing in fan¢tification and purification, is 
the indwelling of the purifying Spirit; and our 
following after the guidance thereof. The Spi- 
rit is the well within, the fountain of purity: 
I will put my Spirit within you; and caufe you walk 
in my flatutes, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. , No pure and ho- 
ly: ftep, till once this pure and holy Spirit be 
put within men. | ’ 

2. He gives habitual grace; the. principle, of 
grace oppofite to the principle of fin that is in 
our nature: this is that zucorruptible feed that 
dwells in the man whom the Lord purifies. 
This grace, according to.the diftinct faculties 
of the foul where it is; or the diftinct object, 
about which it is exercifed, receives various 
names and appellations, though all. be but 
one new principle of life: in the underftand-. 
ing, it is light; in the will, it is obedience; in 
the affections, it is love; and in all, it is faith: 
but ftill one and the fame habit of grace. 

3. He gives actual influences, for the. perform- 
ance of every fpiritual duty: for, though a man 
be purified in both the former refpects, by hav- 
ing the Spirit dwelling in him, and a principle 
and habit of grace infufed; yet, even to fuch 
as. have both thefe, Chrift and That without him 
they can do nothing; that is, without new influ- . 
ences of grace, new fupplies, and motions, and 
operations of the Spirit. They cannot live and 
{pend upon the old ftock;. for every new ac&t 
they muft have anew influence; and the Spirit 
that dwells in the man, muft work in him. | 
And as he hath implanted grace, fo he mutt 
draw forth grace into exercife; and work im us 
both to will and to do, Phil. ii. 13.— Thus you 


have fomewhat of the nature of this purity; 


it confifts in the removal of filthinefs, and con- 
ferring of cleannefs. ORT 2 ae 

Hl, As to the qualities of this purity, I hall 
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apres both negatively and pofitively at once. 
_ And, : 

1. It is nota natural, but a fupernatural and 
fpiritual purity. The power of natural confci- 
ence, May engage a man to do many things, as 
Herod, while yet he is a ftranger to gofpel pu- 
rity, which is fupernatural; for it is from.a- 
bove: the man that is purified, is born of the 
Spirit, and born from above; he is God’s work- 
manfinp, created in Chrift Fefus unto good works. It 

-is theSpirit of God that garnifhes the foul with 
thefe {piritual embroideries; they are fruits of 
theSpirit. Thefe that are no purer than when 
they were born; or than they are by nature, 
have no purity at all; they are not wa/hed from 
their filthinefs. 

2. Itis not an Aypocritical, buta real, unfeign- 
ed purity. Many hypocrites there are, that 
draw near to God with their mouth, and honour him 
with the lip; but their hearts are far removed from 
bim. Their hearts are not right with God. The 
faint is faid to have his heart found in God's fta- 
tutes; and to have truth in the inward parts; and 
a /pirit without guile, in oppofition both to grofs 
and clofs hypocrify. The gro/s hypocrite is one 
that knows he is juggling withGod and religi- 
on: furely there is no purity there, The clo/s 
hypocrite is deceiving himfelf, and is not aware 
of it. 

_. But here a queftion may arife, May one be a 
hypocrite and not know it ? 

To which we may reply; No doubt of it: 
for many are playing the hypocrite, when they 
think they are very devout perfons: their hearts 
are divided; not upright, but complex: and 
they have a complex portion; God and the 
creature make up a portion to them. The hy- 
pocrite gives God a part of his heart, and the 
creature a part of his heart: he gives heaven 

» and duties a part of his heartand time; and he 
gives hell and idols another part of his heart 
and time. The worfhip of God, that gratifies his 
conicience; the way of fin, that gratifies his 
affections: and between the two he is pleafed. 
God alone doth not fatisfy him; the creature 
alone doth not fatisfy him: but he runs between 
the two. But the cloven foot is a mark of the 
devil; the heart is divided. But the pure, the 
upright man, is one who dares not regard imiqui- 
ty in bis heart, and who takes a God in Chrift 
alone for all his portion and happinefs; that fa- 
tisfies all the vaft defires of his foul: and, to 
whom fhall I go, faith he? thou haf the words of 
eternal life. God is the centre of the foul’s reft; 
Return to thy ref, O my foul, Plal. cxvi. 7. 

3. It is not a /peculative, but an operative pu- 
rity. Some have all their religion-in their head, 
but nothing in their heart and life: all the 
knowledge they are matter of hath no influence 
upon the fanctification of either. Many peo- 

le are like rickety children, their heads are 
welled, but their backs are narrow and con- 
tracted: fo they have heads full of light, but 
they are empty of piety and purity; They pro- 
Sefs that they know God; but in works they deny him. 
Indeed, if they had a true knowledge of God, 
it would lead to true fanétity: but they are the 
liker the devil, who hath much knowledge, 
but no purity. People may be like the toad, 
who hath a precious ftone in his head, but 
his belly is full of poifon: they may have a 
head full of notional knowledge; but they have 
an heart full of unmortified enmity. 
4. [tis not a common, but a /pecial purity, Peo- 
Vou. IL pee 5 
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ple may have common influences of the Spi- 
rit of God; not only may their underftandings 
be much ilightened, like thofe, Heb. vi.4; but 
their will may be renewed, toward many gocd , 
purpofes and refolutions, like Agrippa, almof 
perfuaded to be faints: their affections may be fe- 
veral ways touched. There are common gifts 
and graces of the Spirit, that may both warm 
the affection, and {mooth the coiverfation; 
while yet the heart is not wathed from its filthi- 
nefs, in the manner that Ihave defcribed. 

5. It is not a /uperfiitious, but a /criptural and 
regular purity. Many worfhip God vainly, | 
while they worfhip him fuperititionfly; ina 
manner not required in his word:.fuch are all 
thefe forms of worfhip, and of divine fervice, 
in thofe churches that are over-run with hu- 
man inventions, and un{criptural ceremonies: 
Jn vain do they worfhip me; teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men. The word of God is the 
ftandard of true piety and purity: As many as 
walk according to this rule, peace be on them, {aith 
the apoftle, and on all the Irael of God. To the law 
and to the teftimony ; if they [peak not according to this, 
it 2s becaufe there 7s no light in them. No man can 
do any thing in faith, unlefs he can fay, So it 
1s written; or hath a thus faith the Lord to war- 
rant it: and what/oever is not thus of faith is fin. 
This purity is{criptural both with refpeé to the 
lawand the gofpel: thelaw isthe rule of purity, 
andthe gofpel is the inffrument, even the word of 
grace: Now are ye clean, through the word that I 
have poken unto you. Sanétify them through thy truth, 
thy word is truth. 

6. Itis nota partial, but an extenfive, univerfal 
purity, It is not a part of the man, that is 
wathed from filthinefs, but the «ole man: ,the 
whole man is renewed after the image of God. 
Uf any man be in Chrift he is a new creature ; old things 
are paft away; bebold, all things are become new. 
There 1s a new ftate, a new difpofition: there 
is a new light in the underftanding; the ght 
of the knowledge of the glory of God: a new liberty 
in the will; being made willing in the day of God's 
power: anew order in the affections; they be- 
ing fet upon things above: a new peace in the con- 
{cience; a peace that paffeth all natural underftand- 
mg: a new luftre in the whole converfation ; 
it being a converfation becoming the gofpel; a new 
trade of communion with God, and intercourfe 
with heaven: a new war againft the devil, the 
world, and the flefh: All things are become new. 
Think not you are holy enough when free from 
the outward pollutions of the world. New de- 
fires and new delights mutt be inlaid and im- 
planted in the foul: new faith, in oppofition to 
the old dead faith; new hope, in cppofition to 
the old natural hope; new repentance, in Op- 
pofition to the old-covenant repentance; anew » 
obedience, in oppofition to the old-covenant 
Obedience. And fo, 

7. It is not a legal, but an evangelical purity. 
Legal purity is built upon the ground of per/o- 
nal righteou/ne/s and inherent firength, like Adam’s 
ina ftate of innocency: but evangelical purity 
is built upon the ground of Chrif’s rig hteou/ne/s 
and frength, Ifa. xlv. 24, The man that is evan- 
gelically purified faith, Surely im the Lord only 
have I righteoufne/s and ftrength. Gofpel purity 
acts upon the divine /rrength of Chrift, for be- 
ing to itfelf, and for all its afliftance: and it 
aéts upon the divine righteou/ne/s of Chrift, for 
acceptation to itfelf, and for all its acceptance.— 
Legal purityacts by compul/ion and con/traint, 1 
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fear of hell, and the like: but gofpel purity 
atts freely, and from love.—Legal purity levels 
at /elf, and the magnifying thereof: gofpel pu- 
rity levels at free grace, and the praife and glo- 
ry thereof.—Legal purity is mercenary, expecting 
God will make out his part, becaufe the pure 
creature thinks he has done his endeavour, to 
perform his condition on his part; and fo ima- 
gines he has a right founded upon his purity 
and holinefs: but gofpel purity is bumble, and 
takes all things freely ; not in a conditional 
way, but in an abfolute manner, with refpect 
to him; and expecting all things promifed in 
the covenant, only upon the condition perform- 
ed by Chrift, his obedience to the death. 

8. It is not an evanif/hing, but a permanent pu- 
rity. All the religion that many have is eva- 
nifhing and fuperficial; it comes and goes like 
a flafth of lightening. ‘True purity is perma- 
nent and conftant; it continues and grows: 
for, he that hath clean hands /hall wax fironger and 
ftronger. The righteous holdeth on his way, like a 
veflel failing toward fuch a port, though it 
meet with many blafts to drive it hither and 
thither, and fometimes very far back; yet it 
goes on again, and makes out the harbour de- 
figned: fo, though the believer may met with 
blafts of temptation and corruption, that may 
fet him far back; yet he holds on his way. A 
God ‘in Chrift is the centre of reft, to which he 
moves; yea, he hath taken up his reft in him, 
and there he refolves to ftay forever: he hath 
chofen a God in Chrift for his portion, and he 
is determined to abide by his choice ; Whom have 
Tin heaven but thee? and there is none in all the earth 
that I defire befides thee, Pfalm xxiii. 25. As if he 
had faid, I have been ranging and ranfacking 
heaven, and looking to all the angels there; I 
have been traverfing earth, and viewing all the 
children of men; but there is none worthy of 
my choice but thee alone: Whom have I in hea- 
ven but thee? and there is none in all the earth that I 
defire befides thee. Here is a characteriftic and 
diftinguifhing quality of a pure and upright 
man. A hypocrite can go toa preaching and a 
prayer; but he can never fay, Now, I could live 
and die in this work; no, no: the man muft 
be back to the’world again, back to his idols a- 
gain: there is fomething in the earth that is 
more his portion than God; fo his religion is 
vanifhing. But, 


{Il It is proper now to {peak a word of the . 


necefity of this purity. Here I would eflay two 
things: 1. Shew that it is neceflary. 2. En- 
quire for what it is neceflary. ~ 
iff, We are to fhew that purity is neceffary. 
This will appear clear, if you confider thefe 
things following. . 
-y. That purity is neceflary, will appear from 
all the typical works under the law; the legal 
wafhings and -purifyings. What meant’ the 
great fea of brafs that was appointed for the 
high priefts to wafh in, before they made their 
addreffes to the throne, before they compafled 
the altar? What needed all the wafhings of 
the people and of the facrifices? Certainly, if 
we look not to the fpirituality of it, but only to 
the latter, they feem a piece of pageantry, un- 
worthy of the divine Spirit to concern himfelf 
in thefe outward wafhings: but having a fur- 
ther view, they point ata gofpel fpiritual wath- 
ing and purification. a 
' 2. The neceffity of it-is evident from the /a- 


tramental wa/bing in the New Teftament. What 
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‘means the facrament of baptifm? Doth it not 
{peak forth the neceflity of our wafhing? Who 
no fooner enter on the threfhold of life, than 
there is the laver of regeneration prefented for 
wafhing and purification. 

3. The neceffity of it is evident from all the 
commands of the law. Every command hath a 
voice; and the general voice and cry of all is, 
Wafh ye, make ye clean, Wa. i.'16. The end of the 
command is love, out of a pure beart, 1'Tim. 1. 5. 

4. The neceffity of it is evident from the pro- * 
mifes of the go/pel. ‘The great promife of the new 
covenant is, 7 well /prinkle them with clean water, 
and they fhall be clean; from all your filthine/s, and 
from all your idols I will cleanfe you, Ezek. XXxvi. 25. 
Thefe promifes were needlefs, if ‘purity was . 
not neceflary: and we ought to make ufe of 
thefe promifes, and plead them. Bod 

s. Ina word, It was the end of Chrift’s com- 
ing into the world, that he might redeem from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a pecuhar peo- 
ple: —It was the defign of his abode in it, that 
he might Jeave us an example, fet beforeus a pat- 
tern of boline/t, that we might follow his fleps, and 
be holy as he is holy: —-\t was the intention of ‘his 
death, and the fhedding of his blood ; for, he! fuf- 
fered without the gate, that he might Janctify'the peo- 
ple, and that his blood might be a laver for 
watfhing away all their filthinefs and impuri- 
ty, and a fountain for wafhing away all fin 
and uncleannefs, becaufe his blood cleanfes from 
all fin. Chrift prayed ‘for his blefling to us ; 
Janttify them through thy truth: he fent the /pirit 
for this end, that he might convince of fin, caufe 
us to walk in his flatutes, and apply his blood 
for purifying our confciences from dead works. ———< 
Thus we fee that purity is neceflary. — ae 

adly, We proceed now to confider, for what 
it is neceflary. ‘Amongft others it is neceflary 
for thefe things following. ol 

1. It is neceflary to evidence our juffification 
and pardon. Why, if you benot purified, you 
are not pardoned; for, the pardoned man is a 
purified man. When God reveals the guilt of 
fin, he deftroys, in fome meafure, the ftrength 
of fin; Rom. vili. 1. There 1s no: condemnation to 
them that are in Chrift Fefus ; 1. e. They are jufti- 
fied. Well, how do they evidence that? They 
walk not after the fle/h, but after the Spirit. 

2. It is neceflary to clear up our evidences 
for Heaven.—It is neceflary to clear your adop- 
tion; Touch not the unclean thing, faith the Lord; and 
I will receive you: Iwill be a father to you, and you 

Shall be my fons and daughters, 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. 
The meaning is, in a word: this purity fhall be 
an evidence of my paternal relation to you ; 
and hereby your adoption into my family will 
becleared up: forif you be of God’s family, you 
will, through grace, ftudy purity.—It is necef- 
fary to your union with him: I donot mean that 
the foul muftfirft be purified before it be united 
to Chrift; as if none ‘were to come to Chrift, 
till they firft make themfelves pure: nay, that 
is crofs to the very {cope of the gofpel, which 
calls polluted finners to come to him, that they 
may be wafhen by*him. But fay, it is necef- 
fary to union, in regard that, in uniting a foul 
to himfelf, he purifies that foul: and there can- 
not be an anion between Chrift and the foul 
otherwife: Qf him are ye in Chrift Fefus, who of 
God is made to us fanétification, 1 Gor. i. 30. If 
Chrift come into‘the ‘foul, ‘he comes in fanéti- 
fying and purifying the foul: forthe cannot 
unite -with impurity ; light cannot unite with 
darknefs, neither life match with death. Can 
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Heaven mingle with hell, or fleth with fpivit? 

No; there is no union but in this purifying 

way. O feek the purifying Spirit to come in. 

—lIt is neceflary to our communion with God. As 

I {aid of union, fol fay of communion: when 

God vouchfafes to bring a perfon, to commu- 

nion with himfelf, he purifies that perfon: for, 

what communion hath hght with darkne/i? And the 
more that a perfon.is. purified, the more com- 

_ Munion with God: Jf a man love me, and keep my 
words, my Father will love him; and we will come 
unto him, and take up our abode with him, John xiv. 
23. And he that hath my commandments, and keep- 
eth them, be it is that loveth me, and he that loveth 
me, {hall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, 
and will mamfe/t myfelf to him, John xiv. 21. 

_ 3. Itis neceflary to the acceptablene/s of our Jers 
vices unto God. As in juftification the believer 
is made accepted ; fo in fan@ification he is made 
acceptable. | diftinguifh between acceptance, and 
acceptablene/s: we are accepted only m the beloved; 
but thofe that are loved of him, and accepted, 
they are alfo made lovely and acceptable. Ju- 
ftification and pardon makes a man loved and 
accepted: but fanctification and purity maketh 
him lovely and acceptable. The greateft_per- 
formances, in obedience to the moft exprefs 
commands, are loft ;. they are unacceptable 
and abominable, in the fight of God, without 
purity; Ia. lxvi. 3. He that killeth an ox, is as if 
he flew aman; bethat facrificeth a lamb, as. if he cut 
off a dog’s neck ; he that offereth an oblation, as if be of- 
Jered fwines blood; be that burneth incenfe, as if be 
bleffed an idol: yea, they have chofen their own ways, 
and their foul delghteth in their abominaticns.. All 
duties; all actions; natural ations, civil acti- 
ons, religious actions, they are all abominable 
to him, without this purity, 

4. It-is neceflary to acce/s to God: I will wafh 
mine hands im imnocence, and fo will compafs thine al- 
tar, Pal. xxvi. 6... Who Shall afcend into the hill of 
the Lord? Who fhall ftand in his holy place? He that 
hath clean hands and a pure heart, &c. Pfal. xxiv. 
3,4. Itisneceflary to accefs: not as the ground 
of accefs to God; but as the qualification of the 
perfon that fhall have accefs. The legal dream 
of the natural biafs of the heart, makes it ne- 
ceffary {till to diftinguifh matters well upon 
this fubject. Theonly ground of accefs is the 
blood of Chrift; Jn whom we have boldnefs and ac- 
cefs, with confidence, by the faith of him, Eph. iii. 12, 

Purity itfelf, in whatever meafure communi- 
cate to us, is not the foundation of our accefs 
to God; but it is the qualification of the fub- 
ject, or perfon, that hath accefs; he is a per- 
fon who, being privileged with accefs by the 
blood of Chriit, is alfo wathed and purified by 
that fame blood: and this is the chara¢ter of 
the man that fhall a/cend to the bill of the Lord, 
and fiand im his holy place, being thus put in a ca- 
pacity fo todo. Indeed, the believer comes al- 
ways in the fenfe of impurity, and to be cleanf- 
ed; and this very thing is fome purity. 


IV. The fourth general head propofed, was, 
To touch all the excellency of purity. We {hall 
endeavour to point out the excellency thereof 
in the ten following particulars. 

1, The excellency of it appears, in that it af 
Jimulates unto God: It is a refemblance of God, 
who is perfect purity ; and purity is one of the 
moft noble parts of his image. Every creature 
hath fome refemblance of God: the very in- 
animate creatures refemble him, in refpect 
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of being: and living creatures refemble him, 
in .fomething of life: nay, the very. devils 
refemble him, in fomething of knowledge, 
But for the refemblance of that moral per- 
fection, his holinefs and purity, this is what 
devils and.men, by their fin and fall, are op- 
pofite and antipodes to: but it is the honour 
of all the faints, to have fome refemblance of 
God, even in holinefs, 

2. It cannot but be excellent, for it retrives 
our original innocence, partly here, and fully 
hereafter. When manidropt out of God’s cre- 
ating hand, he was like the picture of God, in 
a.cloud: O he»was lovely! he was an abfolute 
beauty, without any deformity! But, alas! 
he quickly was perverted, and his beauty de- 
faced. Now, this purity retrieves our original 
beauty. 

3. ‘The.excellency of it cannot but appear in 
this, that it is the defign of the whole Triuty, 
in all their great actions. —It is the defign. of 
God the Father in electing a fet of people, that 
they might be holy ; He bath chofen us inxeim, 
that we fhould be holy, Eph. i. 4.—It was the de- 
fign of Chriftin dying, that he might purify to 
himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works, Tit. ii. 
14. it was not merely to:pardon, but to puri- 
fy: pardon.only keeps us from hell; but pu- 
rity makes uslike God himfelf, and fit for hea- 
ven.—It is the defign of the Holy Ghof to purify: 
and why is he called the Holy Ghof? Not only 
becaufe he is effentially holy; for, indeed, the 
Father and Son ane the fame holy Spirit with 
him, but becaufe of his funtion and operation, 
by the divine ceconomy ; it-being his work to 
make.a holy world,-a pure;world. 

4; It is excellent, in. regard it is a difingui/b- 
ing character of the Chriftian religion, from all 
others... What is Mahometani{m, but a mix- 
ture of diftracted fancies, and erroneous pol- 
lutions?) The Pagan religion is nothing but a 
pollution ; their gods are brought in-as mur- 
derers and liars. Piety and purity is the diftin- 
guifhing character of the Chriftian religion, 
and the gr¢at defign of it; Let every one that nam- 
eth the name of Chrift depart from iniquity, 2 Tim. ii, 
19. Their name fhould be, Ably to the Lord. 

5. It is excellent, in regard it is the beauty of 
the rational creature. We are called to worfhip 
him in the deauty-of holine/i, Pfal. xxix. 2. This 
is a beauty that makes a man out-fhine the 
fun, in {plendor. Impurity is the greateft de- 
formity.; I have read of an old woman; who, 
feeing her deformity in a glafs, did run mad. 
O Sirs. If God fhould {how us our deformity, 
in the glafs of the law, it were enough to make 
us run diftracted, if there was no difcovery of 
a fountain, for purification and wathing. 

6. It is excellent, in regard that itis the real 
glory and honour of a man that hath it; and it is 
fin that is aman’s fhame.and difhonour. Na- 
aman was general of the king’s army, a man 
of great favour with his prince, a man of great 
honour. and refpect, a mighty man of valour: 
but he was a leper; this, but be was a leper, was 
a cloud upon all his glory, and a nail upon all 
his honour? So to fay, There is a wife man, 
but he is, unholy; there is a great man, but 
he is. unholy; thereis a good-natured man, a 
learned man,. but he is a ftranger to gofpel 
purity: this isa cloud of darknefs upon all 
his.other excellencies... Whereas purity and 
piety, in a.gofpel fenfe, is the real glory and 
honour of aman: Righteoufne/s exalts a een 
alt 


470 
faith Solomon; but finis a reproach to any people, 
Prov. xiv. 14. Purity exalts a man, exalts a 
people. God’s holinefs is his glory, Deut. 
xxvi. 18, 19. and much more mutt it be fo to 
man. Yea, it is not only an honour to the 
man himfelf, that is endued with it; but it 
makes the man an honour to thofe that are 
concerned in him. The purity and piety of 
the father, is an ornament to the child: when 
it can be faid, There is the child of a godly 
man; it is the child’s honour: and the purity 
and piety of the child is alfo an ornament 
and honour to the parent. So was Abraham 
to Ifaac, and Ifaac to Abraham. Solomon 
calls a good and virtuous wife a crown to her 
husband; and fo is a godly hufband a crown of 
honour to the wife.. Such perfons are a crown 
and honour to the families where they refide; 
yea, to the place where they are born and bred: 
Of Zion wt fhall be faid, This man and that man was 
born there, Pfal. lxxxvii. 5. 

7. It is excellent, in refpect of its cainfulne/s, 
or the advantages accruing to it. True riches 
are to be had this way: Godline/s is great gain, 
1 Tim. vi. 6. tis profitable in all things, having 
the promife of life that now 1s, and of that which 1s 
to come, chap. iv. 8. It hath the promife of all 
things annexed to it: not as a promife of life 
that was made to works and doing, in the cove- 
nant of works ; beware of that thought; for 
now, in the covenant of grace, all the promif- 
es are thus annexed only to Chrift, and his o- 
bedience to the death, his perfect righteouf- 
nefs, and to the believer only in and through 
him, and through this obedience of his. The 
annexing of the promife to our works and o- 
bedience, as in themfelves confidered, as it is 
to turn the covenant of grace into a covenant 
of works; fo, it is like to be the ruining er- 
ror of many in our day, and even of tall ce- 
dars in our Lebanon, that are like to fall into 
the horrible pit of an old-covenant religion, 
notwithftanding of a new-covenant profeflion: 
but the promife is annexed to godlinefs thus, 


viz. aS it is an evidence of union toChrift, and. 


participation of his righteoufnefs, in whom, 
and through which righteoufnefs, Al/ the pro- 
mifes are Yea and Amen. And now, what gain, 
what profit is here? It. hath thus the promife 
of all things, temporal and eternal, Prov. xxii. 4. 
Profit is a bait that all bite at; it is the great 
god of the world, that competes with the true 
God, for a place in the heart and affection of 
men, in oppofition to the firft and great com- 
mand, Thou /halt have no other God before me. But 
here is profit, infinitely beyond the world: it 
is prefent gain ; it is the beft, the true gain. 
8. It is excellent, in regard of its plea/antne/t; 
here is pleafure, as well as honour and profit; 
which three are ufually called the world’s tri- 
nity. What pleafure is there to be had in the 
way of purity? Why, wi/dom’s ways are pleafant- 
nefs, and all her paths are peace, Prov. iii. 17. This 
made David chufe rather to be a doorkeeper in 
the houfe of God, than to dwell in the tents of wicked- 
ne/s; and to value a day in his courts better than a 
thoufand elfewhere, Pfal. lxxxiv. 10. It is true, 
many never tafted the fweetnefs that is in 
God’s way; and hence they weary of means 
and ordinances: but they that tafte the/fame, 
they find that the work of righteoufne/: is peace; 
and the effect of righeeoufne/s, quietne/s and affurance 
for ever, fa. xxii. 17. And it is not only plea- 
tant to all that know it, but hath fuch a per- 
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under the wrath and curfe of God: he is a 


fume and favour, that it is moft pleafant and 
delightful to all that come near it. We have 
a bright example of this in the primitive Chri- | 
ftians, Acts ii. 46, 47. And they continued daily 
with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 
houfe to houfe, did eat their bread with gladne/s and ~ 
Jinglene/s of heart, praifing God, and having favour 
with all the people. What was it that recom- 
mended them to the favour of all the people? It 
was the exercife of their graces, by reafon of 
the Lord’s prefence with them. A pure con- 
verfation isa gaining thing; hence the apoftle 
{peaks of being win by a holy converfation, 1 Pet. 
ili, 1. We read ofa pure virgin, Cicilia, by 
her holy deportment at her martyrdom, ‘that 
fhe was the mean of converting four hundred 
to Chrift. i 

9. Itis excellent, in regard of its antiquity: Puri- 
ty was the firft fuit that ever was upon’ man’s 
back; he being created after the image of God. 
Sin is of a latter editionthan fandctity: itis butan 
upftart. Sanctity is the firft-born; 4k for the 
old path, Jer. vi. 16. Many boaft of antiquity 
for the defence of their ceremonies and fuper- 
ftition: where was your religion, fay the Pa- 
pifts, before Luther and Calvin? Why, it was 
even in the Bible, as well as among the church 
vifible. But, what though men fhould pretend 
to the greateft antiquity that it is poflible for 
finful and fuperftitious cuftoms to pretend to, 
let us hold by fcripture antiquity. It will not 
jufttify fin, that it is as old as the devil: but 
purity and holinefs is of an older date than the 
devil himfelf; he was a holy angel before he 
was an unholy angel. : | 

10. It is excellent, in regard that it is the ex- 
cellency of all other excellencies: itis the excel-_ 
lency of all the divine perfections, that they 
are holy. The angels that knew well what is 
the top of their excellency, difcover this in ° 
their threefold repetition, Holy, holy, holy, Va. 
vi. 3. It is the excellency of all accomplith- 
ments among men. Let a man have never fo 
much excellency, birth and breeding, wit and 
wealth, honour and grandeur, learning and 
literature, if this by wanting, there is no true 
excellency therein. In a word, Without holinefs 
no man fhall fee God, Heb. xii. 14. Bleffed are the 
pure in heart; for they fhall fee God, Matth. v. 8. 
So much for a fhort hint at the excellency 
of this purity. 


S ER M ON CXXV. 
PRovy. XXX. 12. | 


There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes ; 
and yet 1s not wafbed from their filthinefs. 


{ The third Sermon on this text. } 


i is a fad fentence when God pafles it upon 
A any, He that 1s filthy, let him be filthy fill ; be 
that is unjuft, let him be unjuft full, Rev. xxii. 11. 
Ephraim isjoimed to bis idols, let bim alone, Hof. iv. 17. 
O how fad is it when God fays, concerning 
fuch a perfon, Let him alone! Minifters and or- 
dinances, Let him alone; Word and Spirit, Let 
him alone: let no word that is preached do 
him good; let no theatening of the word a- 
waken him; let no promife of the word alure 
him; let no precept of the word draw him; 
let him continue hardened againft all that can 
be faid from the word; Let him alone; let him 
live and die under the power and guilt of fin, 
fil- 
thy 
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. thy man, and fhe is a filthy woman, and let 


them be filthy ftill. Oh! dreadful fentence! 
And yet it feems to be paffed againft the gene- 
rality of people in our day; and yet few or 
none touched with it: let us think on it in fad 
earneft; for, as my text faith, There is a gene- 
ration that is pure in their own eyes, and yet 1s not 
wafhed from their filthine/s. ! 
We have finifhed what we defigned on the 
doctrinal part of the fecond obfervation -we 
deduced from the words, by enquiring into 
the nature, mentioning fome of the qualities, 
evincing the neceflity, and pointing out the 
excellency of purity. We now proceed, 


V. To the fifth thing propofed, vz. The ap- 
plication of the fubject. This we fhall efflay in 
feveral ufes. | 

if, Let us improve this doctrine for informa- 
tion. Is it fo, as has been faid, That purity zs an 
excellent thing, and of abfolute neceffity to denominate 
a true faint? ‘Then, 

1. Hence fee the difference between ju/fification 
and /anctification. Sanctificaion, or purity, is 
neceflary and excellent, in all the refpects that 
I have formerly named: but yet it is not necef- 
fary for juftification, fo as to be the ground there- 
of. It is neceflary to be the evidence of juttifi- 
cation; but not the ground thereof: the ground 
of our juftification is only Chrift’s righteouf- 
nefs. Many are utterly bemifted in this point; 
they confound juftification with fanctification. 
Though, indeed, they be as infeparable as 
head and body to a living man, yet there can 
be nothing more different. They are moft 
diftinét. (1.) Juftification comes from the me- 
rit of Chrift; fanctification comes from the Sp- 
rit of Chrift. (2.) Juftification makes a relative 
change, by bringing usfrom enemies to friends, 
from condemnation to abfolution; fandtifica- 
tion makes a real change, by healing our in- 
ward maladies and plagues. (3.) Juftification 
gives us a title to heaven; fanctification gives 
us a meetne/s for heaven. (4.) Juftification takes 
away the guilt of fin; fanctification takes away 
the filth, and power, and pollution of fin. (5.) Ju- 
ftification is by a righteoufnefs wethout us; 
fanctification-is by a righteoufnefs within us. 
(6.) In juftification there is the imputation of 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs and fatisfaction; but in 
fanctification there is the zmplantation of grace, 
and fomething fubjectively imparted; not im- 
puted to us; but wrought in us by the Holy 
Ghoft. (7.) Juftification is but one ac?, and 
once acted; fanctification is a continual action, 
or a progreffive work. (8.) Juftification is 
. perfed and ab/olute; fan&ification is imperfeét, 
and but begun. And hence, (9.) Juftification 
is equal, and alike in all believers; no man is 
more juftified than another: fanctification is 
unequal, in fome more, and in fome lefs, ac- 
‘cording to the meafure of the gift of Chrift: 
juftification is perfect the firft moment; fancti- 
fication is never perfect till a man die. (10.) In 
juftification we are pafive, and do nothing ; 
but in fanctification we are active; for, being 
acted, we act; being moved, we move and do 
work, being fet on work by the Spirit of God: 
is there any thing more diftin¢t than thefe two? 
(11.) Juftification anfwers the /aw, as a covenant ; 
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fanctification anfwers it asa rule. (12.) Jufti« 
fication makes a man accepted; fanctification 
makes a man acceptable; as we formerly ob- 
ferved on the third general head of the doc- 
trine. * 

2. Hence fee, that there is no juftification by 
the deeds of the law. Why? becaufe, though this 
purity and conformity to the law, be thus ne- 
ceflary and excellent for denominating a /aint, 
and evidencing of juj/fification; yet it is «amperfect 
in time, and fo cannot be the matter and ground 
of juftification: no righteoufnefs, but a pertect 
one, can juftify us before God. Do any of the 
faints reckon their purity and piety to be their 
righteoufnefs before God’ No, by no means: 
David trembles at the thoughts of this; and 
he deprecates it with abhorrence: O Lord, en- 
ter not into judgment with thy fervant; for in thy fight 
Shall no man living be juftified, Pfal. clxiii. 2. Pu- 
rity may jutlify us before men; but we can- 
not appear before an infinitely holy God, with- 
out a perfect holinefs ; nor before an infinite- 
ly juft God, without a complete fatisfaction: 
and. thefe are only to be had in Chrift. ~For, 
when our purity and righteoufnefs is laid in 
the ballance of God’s holy law, MENE TEKEL 
is written on it; it is found wanting: we are but 
unprofitable fervants; and our righteoufne/s is ag 
filthy rags, a menftrous cloath. If any poor delud- 
ed foul be expecting that God will juftify him, 
and accept of him, and fhew favour to him, 
becaufe he does as well as he can, and becaufe 
he performeth this and the other good duty, 
and hath a good heart to God, meaneth well; 
and the like; it is evident the man knoweth 
not himfelf, that he knoweth not the purity 
of God’s holy law, and the impurity of his 
own heart, otherwife he would fear to think 
of ftanding upon that ground before God. 

3. Hence fee the neceflity of a /aw-work, in 
fome meafure and degree.. No man will run 
to the Surety, till, by the law, he hath the 
knowledge of his being quite infolvent, and 
a bankrupt. What man will run to the foun- 
tain for cleanfing, if he does not fee that he is 
defiled and polluted. If purity be fo neceflary, 
then a law-work, difcovering our impurity, 1s 
neceflary alfo; that knowing the malady, we 
may apply to the remedy. T | 

4. Hence fee the reafon why God treats man- 
kind as he doth, both with judgment and mercy. 
Why, the world is polluted; and God hath a 
mind to purify it. Why doth the Lord fhine 
upon you with the fun of a kmdly providence? 
It is even tomelt you, that you may part with 
fin, and that his goodne/s may lead you to repentence. 
Why doth he caft you into a furnace of afflic- 
tion? It is to purge away drofs ; and that you 
may come forth as gold tried in the fire. Why 
was the whole earth wafhed with a deluge? 
Why, it was polluted, and needed to be clean- 
fed. And why will he again melt it with fire? 
Becaufe it muit be purified before it be a new 
earth. 

5. Hence fee the neceflity of the open fountain 
for fin and uncleannefs. The blood of the 
Lamb is a fountain: it is nota rzvulet, ora 
jfiream, that quickly drys up; no, no: itis a 
fountain, a never-failng fountain. It is not a 
fountain /ealed: antiently, in thefe hot coun- 


* The reader may fee this point of doctrine, viz. the difference between juftification and fanctification, further illuftrated, Vol. I. p. 85. 
' and their difference {till more copioufly held forth in this volume, p. 655. and their harmony pointed out ina great many inftances, p. 650. 
_ + The nature of a Jaw-work, the meafure and degree thereof, and how much of it is abfolutely neceflary, may be feen, by con- 


fulting Vol. I. p. 139, 140, 150." ~ 
Vou. Il. | 
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tries, when they got a fountain, they reckon- 
ed it a precious treafure, and fealed it; people 
had not promifcuous accefs to it. Yea, but 
here is a fountain open; every man, every wo- 
man is welcome tocomeand purify themfelves 
at ir, and bathe in it, to wath till they be 
whiter than the driven fnow. It is not only o- 
pen for the hou/e of David, for the royal fami- 
ly; but to the inhabitants of Ferufalem: it is ten- 
dered to the whole vifible church. And it is 
open for fin and uncleanne/s; for all pollution 
whatever. O what need of this fountain a- 
mong fuch poor polluted finners! _ 

6. Hence fee the reafon of what is a paradow. 
to many in the world, and yet what is the ex- 
perience of the faints: it lets us fee, I fay, 
why fome folk long fo paflionately for death 
fometimes; yea, would chufe rather to de 
than to ive: why, the’children of God know 
there is no perfect purification, but by death; 
and that death will purify them more than all 
the fermons ever they heard, than all the pro- 
vidences ever they were tryfted with, than all 
the prayers ever they put up, and all the tears 
ever they fhed. | It is a mad fancy of the churh 
of Rome, and it was an ignorant fancy of fome 
miftaken divines, and Greek fathers, that there 
is a {tate of purgation between this and heaven: 
but we fee from the Bible, that ina moment 
the foul, feparated from the body, is made 
pure. The thief upon the crofs, the fame day 
that he is converted, he is glorified; This day 
thou fhalt be with me in Parade. O how willthe 
believer, when groaning under a fenfe of fin, 
long for the day of defolution, faying, When 
Shall the day break, and the fhalows flee away, 
when there fhall be no more fin, no more pol- 
lution? 


adly, This doctrine may be applied for lamen- 
tation, that there is fuch a fcarcity of this ne- 
ceflary and excellent thing, purity; and fucha 
plenitude of the contrary evil,evenof all manner 
of impurity. Oh! may we not lament that there 
is fuch a famine of piety and purity, and fuch 
a fulnefs of impiety and profanity? I might 
here tell you, 1. Somewhat of the evi/s of 1m- 
purity, that we fhould lament over. 2, Some 
of the evidences of it. 

[1.] We are to acquaint you of fome of the 
evils of impurity. It is a lamentable thing, 
that there fhould be fo little purity, and fo 
much impurity. For, 

1. This impurity mars all our excellency. We 
lofe our excellency by fin and impiety. It 
takes away the peace of a good confcience, which 
fhould be a continual feaft: There is no peace, faith 
my God, to the wicked. It takes away God from 
us; Your iniquties have feparated between you and 
your God. 1s not this one of the reafons why 
Godis fo far from this generation? Itis a filthy 
generation. And if our pollution take away 
God from us, fhould it not trouble us? Let a 
carnal man lofe that which he makes his god, 
and fee how he will be troubled for it: his 
heart will even die within him, as Nabal’s did; 
and he will be much perplexed. Oh! how 
heavy fhould it be to us, that our impurity 
and defilement doth us fuch a mifchief as this! 

2. It clouds all our profeffion. Men may ae 
fefs what they will; but if they remain defiled 
‘and impure, and if they do not fight againft 
it, wreftle againft it, profefs againft it, their 
profeflion is but a fcreen to their atheifm ; They 
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profe/s that they know God, but in works they deny. 
him; being abominable and difobedient, and to every 
good work reprobate, ‘Tit. i. 16. 

3. It brings on the wrath of God, if it be not 
removed ; God is angry with the wicked every day: 
if he turn. not, he will whet his word, Pfal. vii. 
11,12. O Sirs, if God begin to fire againft a 
finner, or a finful and impure people, his 
wrath will be infupportable. It is true, God 
ftays long before he come forth with all his 
indignation again a polluted people: but then 
it is the worfe, and there is the lefs hope of 
mercy when he begins to deltroy; for then he . 
will ftrike them dead with the next blow, and 


-make a full end. Is not the Lord threatening 


to do fo with this generation, whether we fee 
itor not?) When the cup of iniquity is: full 
to the brim, be fure that the cup of wrath is 
fullalfo; fullof the vials of dreadful vengeance. 
But death, and hell, and wrath, are matters 
of jeft and mockery to a filthy and impure ge- 
neration, whofe very mind and con/cience are de- 
filed: but though their confciences be feared, 
and their fouls be fleeping in fecurity, yet their 
damnation flumbereth not; for, the abominable 
fhall have part in the lake, that burneth with fire 
and brimftone, which is the fecond death, Rev. xxi. 8. 
Oh! is not this matter of lamentation, that we 
arein fuch danger, by reafon of the defilement 
and impurity of the day we live in. But, fay 
you, how do you prove the charge? This leads 
to the next particular, which was, 

[2.] Fo mention fome of the evidences of im- 
purity: they, indeed, are many. May not he 
that runs read innumerable grounds of lamen- 
tation? What means the abominable whore- 
dom, adultery, uncleannefs; drunkennefs, and 
all manner of wickednefs ; fwearing, lying, 
cheating, ftealing, Sabbath-breaking, contempt 
of the word and ordinances, that take place?. 
Do not they all manifeft, that the genera- 
tion is not wafhed from their filthinefs? Is not 
profanity, impiety, and immorality, become 
open, avowed, and profefled, and fhamelefs? 
But I fhall clofe.at the time, by offering only 
thefe three general evidences of want of puri- 
ty, that we may fee matter of lamentation here. 

1. The firft evidence is in the impurity of 
our afections. Are they not carnal and impure? 
Surely where a man’s treafure is, there will 
his heart be alfo. What are your morning 
thoughts, and daily meditations’ Whether are 
they converfant about earthly or heavenly 
things? It is indeed matter of exercife to a 
child of God, that he finds his affections car- 
nal, and earthly, and vain: but the impure 
man lets the devil, and the world, and.a thou- 
fand lufts, run away with his affections all 
the day, and all the week, and all the year; 
and he hath never a fore and grieved heart 
for it. “6 
_ 2. Another evidence is, the impurity of our 
Jpeeches, which are the fruits of the affections: 
for, Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 
Jpeaketh, faith Chrift: and, A good man, out of the 
good treafure of the heart, bringeth forth good things; 
and an evil man, out of the evil treafure of his heart, 
bringeth forth evil things, Matth. xii. 34,35. When 
the heart is full of any thing, it will be ready 
to utter itfelf; as if you jog a full veffel it ‘will . 
run over ; fo the heart that is full of the world, 
will run over the lips, and be alwaysfpeaking 
of that; or, if an ne man play the hypo- 

hypocrify in fome good 
peti tix, {peech, 
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{peech, yet he is out of his element; it is not 
his natural diale&, or eafy to him to employ 
his tongue for God. It is true, the godly may 
fometimes have theirton gue tacked, as it were, 
to the roof of their mouth; but it is not always 
fo. 

3. The next evidence is the impurity of our 
actions. How do you act towards earthly things, 
and heavenly things? What pains are you at 
about earthly things? And how little pains are 
you at about heavenly and fpiritual thin gs? Is 
not that an evidence of carnality and impuri- 
ty '— How do you a&¢t with reference to jin and 
duty? How little care do you take to avoid fin 
yous or reprove it in others? And how 

ittle care do you take to perform the duties of 
religion, whether fecret or focial?— How do 
you act with regard to God and yourfelves? How 
much time do you take for yourfelves and your 
own things? And how little time do you allote 
for God and the things of God? Doth not this 
evidence your impurity?—How do you act to- 
wards the world and religion, when they come 
into competition? The world faith, there is a 
bufinefs. mut be done; God faith, there is a 
-bufinefs muft be done: they interfere; the one 
of them mutt be neglected: well, the man lets 
God go, lets religion go, rather than his dear 
worldly affairs. This difcovers impurity. — 
How do you act with reference to the word? 
The impure heart doth not relith the purity of 
the word, or the things that are of God: for, 
he that is of the flefh, favours the things of the fle/h ; 
but he that is of the Spirit, favours the things of the 
Spirit. Now, when you hear the word, do you 
fayour nothing but earthly and carnal thin gs? 
Why, the vain man will pick out the vanity in 
a fermon: if hecan catch at any word, that 
will feed his vain mind, he lays hold upon 
- that: the curious man will notice the curiofity 
that is in it, and relifh that: he that is learned 
will obferve the learning in it, and applaud 
that: but he that is fpiritual, will find out the 
things that are {piritual, is well pleafed with, 
andfeeds upon them. See 1 Cor.ii.6.—Ina word, 
how do youact with re{pect to conference and in- 
tere? When the keeping of a good confcience 
and worldly intereft come to be in competiti- 
on, by our way of acting then, we may know 
who is our matter, God or the world; for, till 
then, we know not who is our mafter: but 
when confcience commands one thin g, and the 
world another, fo that now the world and re- 
ligion go not hand in hand, here is the trial 
of a pure heart. As a dog follows two men 
fo long as they go together, and you know 
not who is the dog’s mafter, of them two: but 
let them come to a parting road, and one go 
one way, and another go another way, then 
fhall we know which of them owes the dog. 
Why, Sirs, fometimes religion. and the world 
goes hand in hand: while a man may have the 
world, and a religious profeffion too; while 
it is fo we cannot know who is the man’s ma- 
fter, whether’ God or the world: but ftay till 
the man cometo a parting road; God calls him 
this way, and the world calls him that way: 
why, if God be his mafter he follows reli gion, 
- and lets the world go; if the world be his ma- 
fter, then he follows ‘the world, and the lufts 
thereof, and lets God, and confcience, and re- 
ligion go. ye PRR Ss Shy 
_ Oh! Is it not very lamentable that there 
are fo many evidences of want of purity, that 
~neceflary excellent thing! And even among 
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the children of God, O how little purity! Are 
they not fallen from their firft love? Fallen 
from the heaven that fometime they have been 
in, to the very centre of the earth? How far 
art thou grown earthly minded? How doth 
this declining come upon you by degrees, or 
ever you are aware? Like Nebuchadnezzar’s 
image, whofe head was of gold, the arms and 
breatt of filver, the thighs of brafs, the legs 
of iron, and the feet of clay; fo it is with ma- 
ny declining Chriftians in our day ; they have 
hada golden head, and begun with a golden age, 
but now they are come down to the clay feet. 
How heavenly-minded have you once been? 
but now, how earthly-minded art thou? How 
pleafant were duties and ordinances formerly, 
perhaps? But now, how tedious, wearyfome, 
and irkfomme? How zealous have you been for 
God’s glory, and againft all fin? But now, how 
cold and Inkewarm? O finner, fee the ne- 
neceflity of more purification, and deliverance 
from that confumption of grace, and decay 
of purity, that is taking place in you: and 
cry to God to fend the Holy Ghoft, whofe 
office and funétion it is to fanctify, wath, 
and cleanfe you.—Lament the impurity of 
the day, and your own impurity; and lay your 
foul at the fide of the purifying fountain, and 


in the way of purifying means, looking to the 
Lord to blefs the means to you. 

There are two things relating to this fubje@, 
that the generality of people are very great 
ftrangers to. The one is the fn of theit nature ; 
and the other is, the nature of their fm; and yet 
thefe two things fhould be much laid to heart 
by us all; namely, the fin of our nature, that 
we carry a dead corpfe, and a body of fin and 
death about with us; and thenature of our fins 
that it is a tranfgreffion of, and difconformity 
to the law of God. Though it bea mifery to 
have a finful heart, yet it is a mercy to fee it 
to be fo. For, conviction is the fir. {tep to con- 
verfion. And though there be many, as to their 
ftate, vile and filthy enough to be damned; 
yet there are few, as to their fenfe and convic- 
tion, vile and filthy enough to be faved: nay, 
they are vile in God’s eye; and yet pure in their 
own. bere is a generation that are pure im their 


own eyes ; and yet are not wafbed from their jilthi- 
ne/s. 


3dly, The next ufe we fhall make of the doc- 
trine, fhall be for reproof and conviftion. This 
doctrine reproves all manner of unpurity, impi- 
ety, and unbholine/s, that ftands oppofite to this 
purity and holinefs, whereof I have fhewed 
the neceflity and excellency. It reproves all 


that filthinefs that is oppofed to this cleannefs. 


And here is a large field, a vaft theme: we 
know not well where to begin, or where toend; 
there are fo many ‘pollutions, and fo much fil- 
thinefs of flefh and Spirit to be reproved. We 
might here go through all the ten commands, 
and fhow how manifold fins and impurities 
are reprovable, in oppofition to every one of 
them. Oh! that God himfelf would faftena re- 
proof and conviction of fin upon our hearts and 
confciences, for carrying home this ufe the 


more clofely, both upon the wicked, that are 


under the power, and upon the godly, that 
may be under the prevalency of fin and im- 
purity. I fhall, on this topic, 1. Produce 
fome kinds of impurity and filthinefs, that we 
fhould all take with, and be convinced of. 2, 


Produce fome witnefes for proving either the 
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total or partial want of purity and _holinefs ; 
that the crime being proven, we may take with 
it, and condemn ourfelves. 

[1.| I would tell you fome forts and kinds of 
impurity and filthinefs, that we fhould all take 
with, and be convinced of. There are efpecially 
thefe three forts. 1. The impurity and fin of 
our nature. 2. The impurity and filthinefs of 
our Aearts and thoughts, 3. ‘The impurity and 
filthinefs of our dife and practice, efpecially liv- 
ing under the gofpel. | 

(1.) As for the pollution of our nature. This, 
it is evident, many never thought of, never 
were convinced of, never challenged them- 
felves for; and yet it is a great predominate 
root-fin: and if it be not removed we are fil- 
thy ftill. Now, in order to faften a conviction 
of the greatnefs of this pollution of our nature; 
confider the greatnefs of it in thefe particulars. 

1. That when the leprofy and contagion is 
univerfaland over-/preading, then it muft be great: 
but fo itis here; the pollution and defilement 
and fin of our nature, is an univerfal leprofy, 
it over-fpreads all our faculties; our under- 
ftanding, will, affections, reafon, confcience, 
memory, and all are defiled ; become altogether 
filthy: we, being conceived im fin, and brought 
forth in iniquity, are nothing by nature, but a 
body of fin and death. 

2. When the leprofy and contagion is fo 
great, in an houfe, that nothing will help a- 
gainftit, but the pulling down of the houfe; then 
the leprofy muft be very great: but fo itis here, 
the fin of our nature is fuch, that nothing will 
cure it, but the pulling down of the houfe. 

‘Some think to mend the houfe by education: 
but all the lime and morter of acquired parts 
and accomplifhments will not do, unlefs the 
Nature be renewed by regeneration: and even 
after regenerated, his leprofy breaking out, no- 
thing will wholly remove it, but death’s pull- 
ing down the houfe intirely. 

3. Confider, that that fin which is moft wn- 
wearied, and which a man is moft unwearied 
in the purfut of, that muft needs be very great: 
but fuch is the fin of our nature, it is moft un- 
“wearied, as the fountain is unwearied in fend- 
ing up water. Aman may be wearied in draw- 
ing up water out of the fountain; but the foun- 
tain is not wearied.in bullering up water: fo 
a man may be wearied in finful actions; but 
finful nature is never weary. A man may be 
wearied with looking to fome particular object; 
but his eye is never -wearied readily with fee- 
ing and looking; becaufe it is natural for the 
eye to fee: fo aman may be wearied with fome 
particular fin; but the natural man is never 
weary with finning, becaufe, it is fo natural 
for him to fin. 


4. Confider, that this fin that is the ground of 


all our relapfes and returns to fin, muft needs 
be very great. Now, what is the ground of 
all our relapfes and returns to fin, after all our 
repentance and reformation? Even our nature, 
or the fin of our nature. Suppofe water be 
heated and warmed, it cools again; heat it a- 
gain, and it cools again; why? Becaufe cold- 
nefs is its nature: and fo, why do men return 
again and again to fin, after all their repen- 
tance and reformation; why? It is their na- 
ture. 

5. Thatfin thatis leatt lamented, and whereby 
our other fins are moft excufed, muft be a great 
fin. Now, Of all fins, the fin of our nature is 
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leaft lamented; and thereby our other fins are 
moft excufed. Bear with me, for it is my na- 
ture; 1am paflionate, but it is my nature; f 
am fo and fo difpofed, but it is my nature: 
men excufe themfelves by it; and hence it is 
not lamented, it is not mourned over. 

6. That pollution that is molt predominant, 
mutt bea great pollution: now, the fin of the 
nature is the pollution that is moft predomi- 
nant. Many marks have been afligned of the 
predominant fin; and fome actual fin may reign 
above other fins. But the fin of the nature is 
the moft predominant fin: it is the jm that 
reigns unto death, Rom. v.21. O then take home 
the conviction of this fin; and feek to have it 
broken in the power of it. 

(2.) Theimpurity and pollution of our hearts 
and thoughts is what we are to take with, and be 
convinced of. Alas! how little is the impu- 
rity of the heart bewailed! Many think their 
thoughts are fee: but before God they are not 
free; but bound to obedience to his law, who 
Jearches the heart and tries the rems, to give every 
man according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
of his domgs; and even according to the doing 
of his heart: for the thoughts are the deeds of 
the heart; and it is, indeed, deceitful above all 
things, and defperately wicked, Jer. xvii. 9, 10. Now, 
the fin and pollution of the heart is’ great, if 
you confider 'thefe following particulars. 

1. The fin that is moft zncureable, 1s a great 
fin: but the fin of the heart is a moft incurable 
fin. Asafecret, hidden wound within the bo- 
dy, or a difeafe within the bowels, is the moft 
incureable: And fuch are the fins of our 
thoughts, and the plagues of our hearts. We 
need, therefore, to know the plague of our 
hearts, and to be convinced of it. 1G 

2. The fin that is a parent to other fins, muft 
needs be very great: now, finful thoughts are 
the parents of finful ations, both in the god- 
ly and ungodly.—In the godly: as in the cafe 
of Abraham, Gen. xx. 11, 12. thought the fear 
of God was not in this place ; and therefore / faid 
She is my fier. She was indeed his fifter; and 
he lied not in faying fo: but he diflembled, and 
hid the truth, ufing an unworthy fhift for his 
prefervation. And where began this evil, but 
in a finful thought? I THovueu F that the fear of 
God had not been m this place.—I\n the ungodly, it ts 
fo likewife; Pfal.]. 21. Thou thoughteft that Twas 
altogether fuch an one as thyfelf. The wicked fteal 
and lye, and drink drunk, and commit adulte- 
ry, and deceive, and flander others. And how 
are they led into all this, but by thoughts? 
Thou THOUGHTEST that Iwas fuch an one as thy- | 
Self. ii ; 

3. By finful thoughts our formerly commit- 
ted fins, that were dead, are revived again, and 
have a refurrection by our bofom ones; by our 
contemplating the fame with delight. As the 
witch at Endor called up Samuel, that was 
dead; fo a delightful thought calls up a fin- 
ful action, that was dead before: Hereby our 
fins, that were in a manner dead before, are re- 
vived, and havea refurrection. 

4. By finful thoughts a man may fin that 
fin, in effect, which he never did commit in at; 
and fo the Lord may punifh him for it.. As 
the Lord faid to David in another cafe; Becaufe 
it was in thine heart, to build me an houfe, I will 
build thy houfe. So faith God to a man, ina way 
of punifhment; becaufe it was in thine heart 
to do this evil, though thou didft it not, I will 
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punifh thee for it. By the fins of our hearts 
and thoughts, a man may fin that fin, in ef- 
fect, which he never did commit in a&. Chritt 
reckons the adulterous thought, adultery ; the 
malicious thought, murder. Alas! how will 
the day of judgment give other views of fin 
“than now we have, when the whorifh thoughts 
will be judged whoredom; and the adulterous 
intention, adultery; and the malicious thought, 
murder, though it was never actually com- 
mitted! | 
5. By finful thoughts, a man doth repent of 
his repentance. A man fins, and afterwards 
is forrowful for and repents thereof: and then 
after his repentance, he thinks on his fin with 
delight. What is this but to repent of his re- 
entance? As by your repentance, you are 
orrowful for your fin; fo, by mufing on your 
fin, with delight, you repent of your repen- 
tance: now, is it not a great evil for a man to 
repent that he repented? 

6. That filthy mud, that cannot be fearched 
to the bottom; that deep myftery of iniquity, 
that cannot be founded, it is fo deep, muft be 
very great: and fo it is with the fin of the 
heart; It zs deceitful above all things, and defperate- 
ly wicked, who can know it? Jer. xvii.9. Ina 
word, Out of the heart proceedeth all manner of evil 
thoug bt®murders, adulteries, &c. Matth. xv. 18,19. 

(3.) The impurity and pollution of our /ives 
and practices, efpecially, under the gofpel, is 
what we are to take with, and be convinced 
of. And fins under the gofpel, are great fins. 
Why? ee 

1. Sins under the gofpel, are fins againft the 
remedy: and of all fins, fins againit the reme- 
dy arethe greateft, The great remedy againtt 
fin, is the go/pel of the grace of God; the good 
news of a crucified Chrift, a Saviour, whofe 
name is Jefus, becaufe he faves his people from 
their fin. The promifes are the remedy alfo: and 
therefore, to fin under the gofpel, is to fin a- 
gainft the remedy; yea, it is a finning againft 
the greateft obligation of mercy and’grace, 
that are offered: and fo, by our finning againtt 
thefe, we engage the very mercy and grace of 
God, our greateft friends, to become our great- 
eft adverfaries. 

2. The more repugnancy there is between the 
fin and the finner, the greater is the fin: even 
as it is worfe for a judge to be unjuft, than a- 
nother man. Now, there is here a great re- 
pugnancy between the gofpel, and the man 
that finneth under the gofpel. For he profef- 
es the contrary. . 

3. Sin under the gofpel, is the moft hurtful 
and mi/chievous, both to ourfelves and others. 
To ourfelves: as poifon that is taken in fack, or 
fomething that is warm, is the moft venemous; 
fo, fin under the gofpel is the deadlieft poifon: 
why? becaufe it is warmed with gofpel heat. 
And to others it is hurtful; becaufe they are the 
more hardened ‘hereby. 

4. Sin under the gofpel is moft deceitful, hav- 
ing f{pecious pretences and defences; and fo it 
is the worfe. A man under the gofpel hath 
readily many fhifts for his fins; many diftinc- 
tions to palliate his fin; much knowledge to 
cover his fin. And by this knowledge, per- 
haps, he is able to defend his fin, by many di- 
ftinctions : as, that it is a fin of infirmity; it is 
an occafion for grace and mercy to abound; 
and many fuch ways may grace be abufed to 
the encouraging of fin. Now, thofe bred un- 
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der the gofpel, are able to defend themfelves 
by knowledge fetched from the gofpel ; there- 
fore they are the wortt. 

5. Sins under the gofpel throw contempt upon 
the great things of God: even the glory of 
God, the grace of God, offered in the gofpel. 
And how great is that fin that cafts contempt 
upon the greateft love, the richeft mercy, the 
{weeteit offers, and upon the great falvation! 

6. Sin under the gofpel is the moft dangerous 
fin; and therefore itis great. How /hall we efcape, 
if we neglect fo great falvation? Heb. ii. 3. He 
that finneth under the gofpel, cannot fin at fo 
cheap a rate as others, though he fins the very 
fame fins that others commit,jwho are not un- 
der the gofpel. Why? &e that knoweth bis ma- 
frer’s will, and doth it not, /hall be beaten with many 
Jiripes.—O Sirs, be convinced of thefe fins, and 
the evil of them: the fin of your nature, the fin 
of your heart, and the fin of your way under 
the gofpel; for they are great fins and impurites. 

[2.] I would produce fome witnefes, for prov- 
ing of the great want of purity, whether total 
or partial. Many -witneifles may be brought 
in to prove the charge. 

1. The firit witnefs is the power and prevalen- 
cy of fin. \ Where fin is up, holinefs is down. 
Are fins and corruptions as many and as ftrong 
with you, as they were ten, twenty, or thirty 
years ago, notwithftanding of all the means 
you have enjoyed, and fermons you have heard, 
and engagements you have made? The power 
of fin doth witmefs and evidence either the 
want or weaknefs of purity. 

3. The third witnefs is the eafy and frequent 
falling before temptation and motions to fin. When 
temptation touches, it takes. No fooner are 
you tempted than you are conquered. Does 
not this difcover the want of purity; and that 
it is either wholly wanting, or at a low ebb? 
Thofe that were eminent in holinefs, in fcrip- 
ture, were eminent in refifling temptation ; as 
Jofeph, Daniel, andothers. Whenamanneeds 
little, or has no temptation to lead him to fin, 
it witneffeth againft him, that he is impure. 

4. The fourth witnefs is fears and famntings in 
a day of adverfity ; Jf thou faint in the day of ad- 
verfity, thy frength 2s fmall, Prov. xxiv. 10. Do 
you fret under affliction, or faint under adver- 
fity? That is an evidence of the want of puri- 
ty, and the weaknefs of grace. 

5. The next witnefs is barrenne/s and /oul-lean- 
ne/s; Ifa. xxiv. 16. I faid, My leannefs, my leanne/s ; 
wo unto me! Look to them that have my-grace, 
and fee what poor and lean gracés they have: 
how little faith, how little love, how little zeal, 
how little repentance, how little knowledge ; 
how much unbelief, how much ignorance, 
how much untendernefs in their walk, how 
much neglect of duty, how much of a legal 
{pirit in duty, %c.; how much laxnefs of prin- 
ciple, and levity of {pirit; how much pride of 
duty, how much pride of grace, pride of preach- 
ing, pride of praying; how much apoftafy, un- 
ftedfaftnefs, and unconftancy: the goodnefs 
of many is like the morning cloud, and early dew, 
that paffeth away. 


6. Another witnefs is indifferency. The great . 


indifferency that is among many profeffed 
Chriftians, fhews their want of purity: they 
are indifferent whom, and what nee hear: in- 
different whether they perform duty or not; 


owhether they attend ordinances or not: Galio 
cared for none of thofe things. Surely, where there 
D . ‘ 
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is much indifferency, there is little holinefs, lit- 
tle purity. 

7. The feventh witnefs is gro/s immorahty. And 
here, will not the grofs abominations of the 
day and generation, and of the congregation 
witnefs againft them, that they are not wafhen 
from their filthinefs'—Is the drunkard wafhen 
from his drunkennefs? Is the whoremonger 
wafhen from his whoredom? Is the adulterer 
wafhen from his adulteries? Is the malicious 
man wafhen from his malice?— Are not ma- 
ny become fhamelefs in finning, when the 
Lord is calling for mourning? And im that day 
did the Lord God of hofts call to weeping and to mourn- 
ing, and to baldne/s, and to girding with Jackcloth: 
and, bebold, joy and gladne/s, flaying oxen, and killing 
Sheep, eating flefh, and drinking wine, let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we fhall die, Ua. xxii. 12, 13. 
There were a pack that made a jeft of dying, 
and made a mock of a future ftate: Let ws eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we muft die: if we mutt 
have a fhort life, letus havea merry one. Here 
is atheifm rampant; denial of a futue ftate 
lying at the root of their brutifh fenfuality.— 
Many difcover their grofs immorality by mock 
confeffion : like the French king that carried a 
crucifix in his hat; and when he had done any 
thingamifs he would kifs that, as a fufficient a- 
tonement. Many who call themfelves Chrifti- 
ans, when they have committed any grofs fin, 
they confefs it, with a God forgive me; return- 
ing with the dog to the vomit.—They evidence 
their immorality by their wnreprovablene/s ; as is 
manifeit from their carriage to them that ad- 
monifh them: do they count them their beft 
friends? Nay, their heart rifes and rages a- 
gainft them. How ftand they affected towards 
the word, when it reproves them, and rubs up- 
on their lufts, and croffes their delights? They 
count it enmity and folly.—They evidence their 
grofs immorality by their filthy communications, 
and filthy converfations, Col. i. 8. 2 Pet. il. 7. 

8. The eight witnefs is careleffnefs about, and 
contempt of the means of purity. Doth the ne- 
glect of the means of purity witnefs againft 
you? For example, prayer is a mean; fecret 
prayer, focial prayer, family prayer, fellow- 
thip prayer: do you live inthe neglect of thefe? 
Yea: then doth not this witnefs your impurity? 
— The word is a mean; hearing the word at- 
tentively, reading the word diligently, hiding 
the word in your heart carefully, like David; 
Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not 

Jin againft thee. Now, what diligent ufe do you 
make of the word? Are you carelefs in hear- 
ing, efpecially on week-days, notwithftanding 
of convenient opportunity? Are you are 
in reading the Bible from Sabbath to Sabbath? 
Why, the very duft of your Bibles will witnefs 
againft you. I have read of one, that prefented 
Antipater, the king of Macedon, with a book, 
that treated of happinefs; he refufed it, fay- 
ing, [ am not at lejure. Many have the book 
by them; yea, prefented to them by Chrift, 
that treats of everlafting happinefs, but they 
flight the prefent; 7 am not at leifure, fay they. 
They have opportunity of hearing the word 
opened on week-days, as well as Sabbath-days ; 
but they are not at leifure. ‘They have means 
of knowledge, diets of catechifing, for clear- 
ing the fame word; but they are notat leifure. 

They have many precious feafons of grace, 
feafons of prayer, feafons of duty; but they 
are not at leifure. They take leifure to their 


* See thefe points handled at confiderable length, Vol. I. p. 
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own work, their worldly work; yea, for idle 
converfation: but they have no leifure for God’s 
work, their fouls work, eternal work... 
What! are not thefe things fo many witnefi- 
es againft you, that you are impure? I might 
produce multitudes of more witnefles; but by 
the mouth of two or three witnefles, every 
truth fhall be confirmed: and_thefe witnefles 
that I have aduced at the time, are fufficient 
for proving the charge. O then, will you take 
‘with the reproof; and take home the convicti- 
on of your impurity and unholinefs? 
T fhall clofe with two aduices, in order to 
deliver you from this impurity that prevails. 
Advice 1. Seek after the knowledge of Chritt, 
and the things of Chrift. _Knowledge.of Chrift, 
in a faving way and manner, will ftrike at the 
root of all impurity: for, Bebolding bis glory, 
we are changed... And particularly, feck. after 
the knowledge of this purity.and fanctity, that 
I fpeak of, in its agreement with, and diffe- 
rence from juftification: for, the confounding 
of the two, makes many legal dreams in the 
world.. Wherein at agrees with juftification, 
and wherein it differs, | have had occafion ‘or- 
merly to enlarge upon*... They agree thus, 
1. In their efficient ; the God oe ies, is al- 


3. 


fo the God that fanctifies. . 241m; rend; 
they are both for the glory of Gade. In* 
their /ubjec? ; the elect finner believing: the man 


that is juftified, is alfo the man that is fancti- 
ed. 4. In the znfrument, namely, faith. Though 
in divers ref{pects we are juftified by faith, and 
alfo fanctified by faith, or purified: yet, in ju- 
fiyication, faith juftifies as a pafive inflrument, 
as a veijel receiving the water; in. /anctsfication, 
faith fanctifies and purifies as an adfive inftru- 
ment, as a root and a {pring bullering up the 
water,—In jutftification, faith is a hand receiy- 
ing, a receiving hand: in fandtification, it. is 
a working hand.—Alfo, juftification is firft,.in 
order of nature; fanctification is next:, as the 
good tree is before the good fruit.—In, juftifi- 
cation a man is reckoned righteous; in fancti- 
fication, he is made righteous: in. juftificati- 
on, he is declared righteous, by a judicial fen- 
tence; in fanctification, he is fafhioned, and 
made righteous,and holy, by a f{piritual change. 
In juftification, I have Chra/t for.ibe Lord my righe 
teoufne/s ; in fanctification J have him, forthe Lord 
my firength, Our righteoufnels for juftification 
is in him, as the author and worker of it: our 
ftrength for fanctification is in him, as the 
root and fountain of it, from whence it 1s com- 
municate to us. In juftification, he works.all 
our works for us, and we do nothing: in fanc- 
tification, be works all our work in us; and 
makes us do, while he worketh zn us both to will 
and to do. . . 
_ Advice 2. Having thus been. brought by the 
knowledge of Chrift and, his grace, to.a re- 
newed ftate, then pur/ue your fayitual enemies and 
lyf, and be.daily Acs eae them, till 
they be killed. I allude to 1 Sam. xvii. 40; 
where David, in defeating Goliah, took jive 
Jmooth jones out of the Hoge cafts at bun. In 
allufion to this, I will tell you of five. ftones 
that you fhould daily caftat your lufts. (1.) The. 
flone of infituted means, and appointed ordinan-. 
ces. Is prayer a mean? Is the word a.mean? 
Ufe thefe means in the Lord’s ftrength. (2.) The 
flone of /criptural arguments; fuch as Jofeph’s ax- 


gument; Shall I do this nea "arehe Galt ucfs, and fin 
againfi God? David's pee fhall I est 
| and 


85. and ftill more fully in this volume, p. 471, 655, 656. 
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and fo, Then I offend would the generation of the 
righteous. (3.) The ftone of go/pel promifes: fuch as 


that; J will /prinkle clean water upon you, and ye fhall 


be clean, Iwill give you a new heart, and.a new 
Jpuut, &c. Having thefe promifes,.let us cleanfe our- 
Selves from all filthine/s of the jie/h and fpirit. Plead 
the promifes, and cry for the grace promifed. 
(4-) The ftone of Chrif’s mediation and prayer; 
John xvil. 15,17.) Sanctify them through. thy truth; 
thy word is truth, While they are-in the world, 
keep them from the evil of it. Improve the inter- 
ceilion of Chrift. (5.) The ftone of Chri/f’s death 
and pafiou. His crucifixion is that, in the vir- 
tue whereof fin is crucified. Improve his death, 
and look for virtue to come from thence. 
Look to theLord for grace and fkill to caft thefe 


{tones into the head of Goliah. 
MA eee alc). ON-4,-GXK V1. 


Par RV EX TS. 
There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes; 
. and yet 1s not wafhed from their filthine/s. 


“s \f- The fourth Sermon on this text.] 


¥ is avery comely thing; but if 
attended: with fan@tity, it but 
wer, and is not true gold. A 
- mat . civility, and civil honefty, .and. 

yet go to hell: but fanctity,and purity is the 
beginning of heaven. The.one is not ahove 
the fphere of nature; the other is fupernatu- 
ral; foras the earth naturally can bring forth 
grafs, but cannot bring forth corn, except it be 
plowed and fown ; even fo, any man may na- 
turally be civil, but he cannot attain’ to any 
life of grace, or true holinefs, except God plow 
up the fallow ground. of the heart, fow the 
feed of grace, and make it to'take root down- 
ward, and bring forth fruit upward. There- 
fore; truft nottocommon civility and fobriety, 
whatever! external. comelinefs and excellency 
be in it; but rather be afraid of it, left you mi- 
ftake it for real grace: why, becaufe the fober 
devilcarries more tohell than the profanedevil; 
for the profane man, being ina dirty way to 
hell, he is fooner convinced of his finfulnefs 
and mifery, and more readily reclaimed: but 
the civil man, being in a more cleanly way to 
hell, is fo conceited with an opinion that he 
has grace already, that it is harder to bring 
him to true repentance.  Theré as a generation 
that are pure im their own eyes ; and yet is not wafh- 
ed from their filthine/s. 

It isa very fad and a very dreadful thing 
for people to be dreaming, that they are go- 
Ing to heaven,, and fancying.that they are 

in very good terms with God, and yet are 
in the ftreight road ‘to hell, having God for 
their enemy, and. enemies to God, Enemies in 
their minds by wicked works. Yea, there are ma- 
ny fuch, that if minifters deal plainly with 
them, and tell them that they are enemies to 
_ God, and never had a fpark of true love to 
him; all that-we get of them is, God Sorbid ; we 
hope it is otherwife: or elfe, fay they, We hope it 
will be otherunfe, and God ‘will have mercy on us : 
and fothere is no more of it, they remain hard- 
ened in their enmity, and yet hardened in a 


vain imagination, that all is well. O.Sirs, if 


that be your cafe, will you let the word of God 
‘fink into your confcience, for conviction. There 
is a generation that are pure in their own eyes ; and 
yet is not wafhed from their filthinefs. 1 come, 
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4thly, To another ufe of the do¢trine, which 
fhall be for ¢rial and examination. Examine and 
try whether or not you have any fhare of this 
gofpel purity: whetler or not you be wafhen 
from, your filthinefs. It is a matter af great 
moment that you are called to enquire into, 
God calls you to examine xourfelves, and prove your 
ownfelves : and feeing purity and halinefs is the 
great preparative for everlafling happinefs, a 
miftake in -your fearch may make you mife- 
rable to all eternity, I {hall here, 1.Offer fome 
negative charaéters, pointing out thofethat are 
not wafhen from their filthinefs. 2. Some po- 
Sitive, evidences by which we may try, whether 
or not we be wafhen from our filthinefs, and 
partake of this gofpel purity, which we have 
held forth in the nature, neceflity, and excel- 
lency. thereof. 

[1.}, We are to offer fome negative characters, 
pointing out thofe that are not wafhen from 
their filthinefs, but are filthy fill. Upon the 
laftufe, Loffered feveral witneffesto be produc- 
ed for,teftifying the impurity of the day—we 
live in; and fhall not refume what I faid, but 
offer fome things ‘further, by which we may 
try how impure we are and the generation is. 
And, thotgh fome of the particulars 1. am to 
mention. may take place, in fome meafure, with 
the godly that are wathen, yet thofe'-who are 
under the power of thofe evils, the wnmorti- 
fied power, unlamented and unrepented do- 
minion thereof, were never wafhen from their 
filthinefs:)the text fays, There is a generation that 
are not wafhen from their filthine/s, though yet they 
are pure inthe dwn eyes, and felf- conceited, which 
is the particular fin that I referve to be {poken 
to in the third and Jaft dogtrine: and therefore 
fhall not infift upon it-here. But, you fee, be- 
fides ‘this, all other fins and abominations, and 
impurities are included in the'text; and there- 
fore it gives us occafion to {peak of all manner 
of fin, while it fays, There is a generation-that are 
not wafhen from their filthine/s. 

1. There is a generation of atheifs; that nei 
ther fear Ged nor regard man: that fayin their 
heart, There is no God; and vainly with there 
were none, . There is'2 generation of dei/s, 
which is buta fecond edition of atheifm, where- 
by the providence of God is denied; and fo 
the God of providence blafphemed: but befide 
the grofs, contra@ed, and almott. profeffed a+ 
theifm of many, what a huge generation is 
there, that was never purged from their natu- 
ral atheifm! And though they would take it 
ill to be called atheifts, are evidently and prac- 
tically fo, while, though they profef to know 
Gd, yet in\ works: they deny him. Surely thefe 
are not purged from their filrhinefs. 

2, There is a generation of ignorant per/ons, 
that know not God, know not religion, know 
not. the principles of Chriftianity ;. they are 
grofly and ftupidly ignorant, norwithftand- 
ing the means of knowledge: they are artful- 
ly ignorant, negleéting the opportunities of 
inftruction, diets» of examination, and. other 
feafons of learning... They are ignorant of 
Chrift, and the way of falvation through him: 
ignorant both of law and gofpel; covenant of 
works and covenant of grace. Are thefe wath+ 
en from their filthinefs? No; J is a people of no 
underfianding, faith God; therefore he that made them, 
will not bavemercy upon them;and he that formed them 
wall fhew them no favour. And befide the grof- 
ly ignorant, there is a generation that hath a 
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fmattering of knowledge, fome notional views 
of gofpel myfteries: but’they never had the 
eyes of their underftandings opened; the God 
‘of this world having blinded their eyes: My people are 
deftroyed for lack of knowl@dge. They are not 
wafben from their filthine/s: no; the’ ignorant 
perfon is filthy jill. 

3. There is a generation of mockers, that de- 
fpife all things, ferious and facred. If they 
come to church to attend ordinances, they but 
defpife thefe ordinances in their hearts. If they 
hear a preaching, they but defpife the word 
that they hear, and know not what it is to 
hear to edification. If public prayers be an 
offering up, they but defpife the fame; their 
éyes are roving, and they know not what it is 
to join in prayer with their fouls. H public 
pfalms be a finging, they defpife that’piece of 
worfhip, and can fit with their mouths’ cloie, 
when the mouths of others are opened, to fing 
praifes to God. . L have fometimes obferved, 
with a regret, how, while the congregation 
were profefling at leaft, to praife God with o- 
pen mouth, fome will fic with fuch a clofe 
mouth, as if they were openly profeffing that 
they defpifed and contemned that heavenly ex- 
ercife. They that love not to join with a con- 
gregation on earth, to praife God, how unfit 
are they for joining with the heavenly compa- 
ny, whofe exercife is to praife him for ever? 
—There is, I fay, a generation of mockers and 
defpifers; and fome that flight and defpife or- 
dinances altogether, of whom God faith, Be- 
bold, ye defpifers, wonder, and perifh. Surely thefe 
are not wa/ben from their filthine/s. 

4. There is a generation of hypocrites and for- 
malifis, that furely are not wa/hen from their fil- 
thine/s, that make » fafhion of reading, and 
hearing, and praying, and praifing, and fing- 
ing; and reft fatisfied with the external per- 
formance of duty, and were never acquainted 
with the love, the power, the life of religion; 
that have a name to live, but are dead. Wo to you 
hypocrites! for ye make clean the outfide; but are not 
wafhen from your internal filthinefs: you are 
as whited fepulchres, having a fair outfide; but 
within are full of rottennefs and putrefa¢tion. 

s. There is a generation of /egah/ts and mora~ 
lifts: they go about to efabli/h a righteou/ne/s of 
their own, and will not /ubmit to the righteoufne/s 
of God.‘ They are your pretenders to works, and 
holinefs, and righteoufnefs; but difcover their 
want thereof, by their eftrangement from, 
and ignorance of the righteoufnefs of Chrift. 
They. feek heaven in a legal way: they jeek to 
énter in, -but /hall not be able, Luke xiii.24. (They 
feek falvation, but they feek it not by faith; 
but, as it were, by the works of the law. They 
pretend refpect to the law, and yet affront it 
by refufing:the only law-biding, law-fulfil- 
ling righteowfnefs of Chrift. They profefs ho- 
linefs, and yet are not wa/fhed from their filthine/s ; 
for they are under the law. For that word, Sin 

Shall not have dominion over you; for you are not un- 
der the law, but under grace, may be read jutt 
backward, with refpect to them: Sin fhall have 
dominion over them, becaufe they are not un- 
der grace, but under the law. 

6. There is a generation of /uperffitious wor- 
Shippers and ceremony-mongers, who will worfhip 
God in ways not enjoined in his word. A hea- 
then Socrates would fay, “ God will be wor- 
“ {hipped with that kind of worfhip which 
“ himfelf hath commanded:” and furely, thofe 
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that profefs themfelves Chriftians fhould fear 
and learn. Now, I not only here mean, all 
grofs fuperftition, of whatfoever fort, but all 
impurity of worfhip. Surely they are not 
wafhen from their filthinefs, who have no con- 
cérn upon their hearts to ftand up for the pu- 
rity of religion, in its worfhip and ordinances, 
in oppofition to all mixtures’ and corruptions 
whartfoever. \ Nothing exafperates a holy God 
more than, this, that there fhould be defile+~ 
ments in his worfhip; for mixture in his wor- 
fhip, not only’croffes his command, but im- 
peaches his wifdom, as if we fhould fupply 
the defects: of his word, by our inventions: 
therefore, God condemns ‘it’ as will-worfhip, 
faying, Their ‘fear toward me, or their worthip 
of me, zs taught by the precepts of men, Ma. xxix. 13. 
Col. ii. 22,23. In a-word, it makes God’s wor- 
fhip, a vain worfhip ; Jn vain do they worfhip me, 
teaching jor doétrine the commandments of men, Mat. 
xv. 6. As mixing copper with gold debafeth 
the metal, it cannot pafg: therefore, God giv-. 
éth that awful certification, Rev. xxii, 18,19. 
For I teftify unto every man that beareth the words of 
the prophecy of this book, If-any. man fhall add unto 
thefe things, God fhall add unto him the plagues that 
are written i this book: and if any man fhall take a= 
way from the words of the book’ of this prophecy, 
God fhall take away his part out of the of life, 
and out of the holy city, and from the things which 
are written im this book. TEGO ST Sas OR 

7. There is a generation Of érroneous perfous ; 
that err in heart, and err in’pra¢tice; and err 
in principle. Some have no principles at all; 
but Latitudinarian ;\they are any thing you 
pleafe. Others are of abominable and corrupt 
principles, fubverfive of the’ gofpel,:and ‘de- 
{tructive to pure. religion’ and‘ undefiled: ‘Tt 
was an old principle long ago, which is yet 
living, “ That the doctrine of free grace, and 
“ juftification by faith, without the works ‘of 
“ the law, was an adverfary to the law of Mof- 
“es and to holinefs.” No wonder then, that 
fome have this doGrine to defend againtt fuch 
a charge, when Chrift himfelf had this ado; I 
am not come to deftroy the law, but to fulfil. \tisa day 
of error; and to {peak of.all the errors that are 
like to be imbibed and drunk in, were’a -tafk 
not to be managed in a pafling word; but 
would take much time. Pollution in prinei- 
ple, is a great pollution: and where the error 
is in fundamentals, furely the perfon is not 
wafhed from his filthinefs. 7 Se Tr Ore 

8. There is a generation that makes‘no man- 
ner of bonds of offence: to offend the generation of the 
righteous, is become a common and eafy thin 
with may profeffors: and yet the Lord fays, Wo 
to the world, becaufe of offence! better that a mill-ftone 
were put about his neck, and they thrown into the 
midft of the fea, than to offend one of thofe little: ones. 
Offence muft come ; but wo to them by whom they come. 
Surely, thefe that have no regard whether they 
offend, and lay ftumbling-blocks in ‘peoples 
way, or not, they ‘feem not to’be wafhed:. from 
their filthinefs. i 6 DES weaoAND 

g. There is a generation that are drowned in 
Jfecurity and ftupidity, having no fenfeof fin or 
danger: though fin be eminent and danger 
imminent; they go on incorrigibly, in their 
own way; and live fecurely notwithftanding 
all the means of mercy; and ‘motives of judg- - 
ment, the Lord gives for their > cocidaralllttchy 
the language of providence, and the’alarms . 
thereof cry, Arie, O fleeper; and call upon thy God. 
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While the ftormy tempeft threaten the thip- 
wreck of the church and ftate: and particular- 
lythe ftorm of divifion and animofity threatens 
the overthrowing the church vifible; yet they 
fleep on, faying, All: is fafe. Yer a little fleep, 
a little flumber, a little folding of the bands to fleep. 
When fecurity/is univerfal,) furely it is a fign 


"we are not wafhedfrom our filthinefs. 


10, There is a: generation of ‘apoffates, who 
begin in the Spirit, and end in the fle/h ; that begin, 
like Nebuchadnezzar’s image; with a head of 
gold, but end with the feet of the image, that 
were feet'of-clay. Apottafy and backfliding 


and defection-is*no'rarity in our ‘day, where- 


bo 


he love of many! waxeth cold; and the 
ebuitch hath lefther firft love;'and many back- 
flide-with a perpetual backfliding ;, and are, it 
is to be feared; ‘or will’ be'of ‘thefe who draw 
back to perditiom, Concerning all'fuch the fcrip- 
ture fpeaketh, very awfully: The back/lider in 
heart hall be filed aeith his own'aways. Whofo put- 
téth his band to’God's plough, and looketh back, is not 
fit forthe kingdom of heaven. ‘Surely habitual a- 
pottates, who return with the dog to the vomit, and 
the jow that was wafhed,. to ‘the wallowing ‘in the 
mire, are not wathed from their filthinefs.. A 
generation that is making defection from God, 
his work, caufe, and intereft,: are not wathed, 
‘ii. There is a generation of. Jukewarm Laodi- 
tans, who are neither cold nor hot, whom 
God threatens to fpew out of his mouth; having 
no zeal\for God, no public fpirit to witnefs 
faithfully for the caufe and intereft of Chrift: 
Inftead of this, carnal policy, under the falfe no- 
tion of prudence and moderation, doth. carry ma- 
ny off their fect, while they follow the coun- 
fels of fleth and blood, and:condemn, reproach, 
and difcourage thofe who take other meafures, 
and defire to’be faithful: »If any zeal for the 
declarative glory of God appear with this of 
- the other perfon, “in a day ofi' general luke 
warminefs, no wonder that the particular per- 
fon) who would make any appearance againtt 
the ‘common defection, be fluted for fingula- 
rity, as if they fet-up therfelves, and would 
be reckoned eminent beyond all others: But 
calumny will»never make 'zeal culpable, nor 
lukewarnefs juftifiable. However, the neutra- 
lifing tem porizerisabominable toGod; he who 
cares not whether the ark or dagon be’fet up, 
whether Chrift or antichrift prevail: He that is 
not with me is againft me, faith Chrift, upon this 
head. [have read of Anaftatiustheemperor,that 
he was, by the hand of God, fhot to death with 
a hot thunder-bolt, becaufe he was lukewarm 
in the catholic caufe, and not zealous againtt 
the Arian faction, which became fo univerfal, 
that it was faid, The whole world was turned Arian. 
“o £2. There is a generation of ‘profane perfans, 
like Efau, who, for: one morfel’ of meat, fold his 
birth-right. Many, for a little morfel of worldly 
good, will fell their fouls, and fell’ their hea- 
venly inheritance. Many, for fear’ of lofing 
any little outward inheritance, or temporal ad- 
vantage in the world, will make thipwreck of 
faith and a good confcience, Many think they 
make a good bargain at a public market, (fuch 
as you have in view this week,) though they 
cheat their neighbour with never fo many lies 
and falfhoods, in buying and felling, if they 
‘may but gain a little worldly advantage upon 
them. They will quit with their confcience, 
before they quit with a fixpence. — Surely thefe 
are not wafhed from their filthinefs, 9 «> 
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But what fhall I fay? - There would be no 
end'of {peaking to this purpofe.— There ig a 
generation that have no care of their own Souls, 
nor the fouls of others: they are running faft 
to hell’; and, by their ill example, drawing 
their children to hell with them; their friends 
and neighbours to'hell with them. — There is 
a generation of whoremongers, and ddulterers, and 
unclean perfons, that go on, without remorfe or 
reformation; and to whom the cuftom of the 
fin hath worn out the con{cience of the guilt. 
Mott certainly they are‘not wathed from their 
filthinefs.— There is a generation‘ of drunkards 
and ¢ipplers, that cannot mortify the luft of 
drunkennefs unto drunkennefs: it is their right 
hand and right eyé} which, becaufe it cannot 
be cut off, or plucked out, it is like to go to 
hell with them.’ ‘They are not wathed from 
their filthinefs.— There is a generation of /wear- 
ers, and profaners of the name of God, whether 
by broad oaths, or minched 6aths; not to in- 
fift upon the open perjury, by the abomirmble 
ufe and abufe of flate oaths. O the perfidy and 
perjury of the natidn! ' Surely the Lord hath 
a controverly with the inhabitants of the land, 
becaufe there'zs no’ truth; nor Rnowledge of God in 
the land: * by fwearing, and Lying, and killing, and 
jrealing, and committing adultery, they-break out, and 
blood toucheth bleed : therefore Shall the land mouri, 
Hof. iv.'1, 2, 3.— There is 2 generation of fars, 
who make noconf{cience of {peaking the truth 
to their neighbour: They are of their father the 
devil, who is the father of ies. Are they wafhed 
from their filthinefs? No: There ball in nowife 
enter into the new Ferufalem any thing that defileth, 
or worketh abomination, or maketh a lie.—There-ig 
a generation of Sabbath-breakers, to whom God’s 
holy day’ is as little hallowed and fan@ified ag 
any other day: though they come tothe church 
for the fathion;’ yet they do ‘not make con{ci= 
ence to abftain from thinking their own thoughts, 
Speaking their own words, or doing their own works 
on the Lord’s day: No; if it were not for the cu- 
ftom, they would not make fo much as any 
outward mark of diftin@ion. Are they wafh- 
ed from their filthinefs? No, by no means. 
There is a generation Of malicious perfens and frre- 
brands, Viving in the fire of contention and ditt 
cord: not living in Iéve, nor following peace with 
all man; but living in malice and envy, deceitful 
and hating one another: loving to have an ill tale 
to tell, and an evil report to make of one ano- 
ther; purfuing idle clafhes, and entertaining 
them. Surely they are not wafhed from their 
filthinefs —There-is‘a generation of unjuft and 
injurious perfons, who think nothing to build up 
their own worldly fortune upon the ruin of 
their neighbour's eftate; not remembering, 
that that which ‘is won by theft, ‘robbery, in- 
juttice, or oppreflion,' is win at the peril of 
their fouls and the curfe of God. ‘Of the fame 
nature is injuftice in judging and determining 
of caufes, at whatfoever court, whether civil 
or ecclefiaftic, when friendfhip and courtefy is 
preferred before juftice and equity; and when 
the decifion of judges goes not by juftice, but 
by favour,or fraud, or bribery. Surely all 
fuch are not wafhed from their filthinefs,— 
There is a generation of rotten-bearted profeffors, 
that join in intimate fociety and clofe familia- 
rity with ftated enemies to God and ‘religion, 
with moniftrous fwearers, profane, loofe, aban- 
doned, and malignant’ perfons: ' they reckon 
them, perhaps, to-be good fellows, and honett 
. . neigh- 
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neighbours, and have not the leaft reluctance 
at intimate fellowfhip with them ; and, it may 
be, prefer their company to that of the godly 
and ferious. They walk in the counfel of the un- 
godly, they ftand in the way of finners, and fit in 
the way of the scornful, and yet would be called 
profefors. But it feems plain that they are not 
wathed from their filthinefs.—There is a gene- 
ration of prayerle/s perfons ; they bow nota knee 
to God in their families, and perhaps as little 
in their clofets. The prayerlefs man is an im- 
pure man; he is not wafhed from his filthi- 
nefs. — There is a generation of proud and Jelfi/h 
perfons ; if they pray, or bring forth any fruit, 
they are but empty vines that bring forth fruit 
to themfelves. Spiritual pride and felf is as 
great an enemy as God hath: and even. pride 
of duties, pride of prayer, pride of preaching, 
pride of grace, proud defires of being applaud- 
ed and thought better of than others, where 
it is in its reign, evidences the perfon is not 
wathed from his filthinefs.—In a word, there 
is a generation of unregenerate perfons, which in- 
clude all the Chriftlefs and gracelefs world, 
that were never convinced or converted, ne- 
ver drawn to Chrift ina day of power. Surely 
all they who were never born again, of water and 
of the Spirit, whofe operations are like water, 
who were never faved by the wa/hing of regenera- 
tion, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoft, they are 
not wafhed from their filthinefs. 

[2.] The next thing propofed, on this ufe of 
trial and examination, was to aflign fome fo- 
itive evidences of thofe that are wafhed from 
their filthinefs and made partakers of gofpel- 
purity. It is poffible fome may imagine, if all 
be excluded that I have named, there will cer- 
tainly be few behind of the generation, that 
is wafhed from their filthinefs. Indeed, Lown 
they are but few; for all are excluded who are 
under the power, reign, and dominion of any 
of thofe fins that I have been naming. But, 
for the help of the few, that they may know 
they have fomething of gofpel purity, and that 
others may further know that they have it not, 
and fo may be humbled, and cry to the Lord 
for it, I fhall offer but thefe two means, or evi- 
dences, at the time, by which it may be tried. 
Try this purity then, 1. By the root of it. 2. By 
the fruit of it. 

if, Let this purity be tried by the root and 
Jpring of it. And, . 

- 1. This gofpel purity is rooted. in a divorce 
from the law. This may feem a paradox to 
fome, that purity, holinefs, and conformity to 
the law, fhould be rooted in a divorce from the 
law. Yea, but it is a truth of the eternal God. 
Accordingly Paul declares of his own experi- 
ence, Gal.ii.29. J through the law am dead to the 
law, that Imight live unto God. No living, unto God, 
in point of purity and fanctification, until we 
be dead unto and divorced from the law, in point 
of juttification.. We muft renounce it as a rule 
of acceptance, before we improve it as a rule 
of obedience. We do not make it a flandard 
of holinefs, fo long as we make it a condition 
of life: for, while we do fo, we are under the 
law, and fo under the power and dominion 
of fin, and ftrangers to the grace of God, which 
only doth effeétually teach to deny ungodline/s and 
worldly lufts, and to live foberly, rig hteou/ly, and god- 
‘ly. Now, have you ever been divorced from 
the law, by the killing ftroke of ‘conviction, 
and by the mortifying ftroke of humiliation ? 
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Have you been convinced of the evil of fin, the 

uilt of fin, the power of fin; of the righteouf- 
nefs of God, though he fhould: deftroy you; 
and of the fpirituality and extent of the law, 
fo as the commandment coming, fim bath revived and 
you died ? 

2, This gofpel purity is rooted in a marriage 
union to Chrift; Ye are dead:to'the law by the body of 
Chrift, that ye might be married to another, even unto 
Chrift, that ye may bring forih fruit unto God, Kom, 
vi. 4. As there can be no lawful children before 
marriage; fo no acceptable fruitunto God, no 
true purity, before marriage union to the Lord 
JefusChrift, without whom we can do nothing, 
without ingraftment into. this  blefled,.vine. 
Now, try your purity by this root of it. Know 
you nothing of a marriage, manifeflation of, and 
union to the Lord Jefus Chrift, having been di- 
vorced from the law, by a work-.of humiliati- 
on laying’ you low? Have you got a difcovery 
of Chrift, in a gracious manifeftation of his 
glory? For, bebolding his glory, we are changed 
into the fame image, from glory to glory. — Got you 
ever a view of the marriage contract? Did he 
never fay to you, J will. be your God, ye fhall be 
my people? Did he never fay, / will betroth thee 
to me for ever, in loving-kindne/s, im, tender mercies, 
and in faithfulne/s ; declaring that his covenant 
is your charter, his, righteou{nefs your, gar- 
ment, his Spirit your guide, his fulnefs your 
treafure, and his faithfulnefs your fecurity ?— 
Know you nothing of the marriage proclamati- 
on? Did theLord never fay to you fuch a-word 
as that, Come unto me, and you fhall find reft to your 
fouls, poor, weary, and heavy laden creature? 
Did he never court you by the-gofpel, faying, 
as Rebekah’s friends concerning Abraham’s 
fervant, with relation to Ifaac, Will you go, with 
this man? —Know you any thing of: the’ mar- 
riage confent? Iwill go with this man. Didhe 
ever make you willing in'a day of his power? 
— Know you nothing of marriage embraces;be- 
tween Chrift and your foul’: Hath he ever 
embraced you by his love, and made: you to 
embrace him by faith? Surely gofpel pu- 
rity is rooted here. 

3. This gofpel purity is rooted in the zba- 
bitation and operation of the Spirit of Chrift;, J 
will put my Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk 
in my fiatutes, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. Try then, the 
Spirit is for accomplifhing the forementioned 
effets. The Spirit maketh-a clear revelation 
of the grace of God in the gofpel. The Spirit, 
having convinced’ of fin and unbelief, doth 
beget faith, even-the faith ofthe word of 
grace, the faith of the death of Chrift, the 
faith of the mercy of God in Chrift, and the 
faith of the promife: and by faith the believer 
receives the Spirit; that is, more and more of 
the Spirit. In. the firft approach of the Spirit 
to the heart; when he works faith; we are 
purely paffive;, but afterward the Spirit is re- 
ceived: Received ye the Spirit by the work of the 
law, or by the-hearing of faith? And now the 
Spirit dwellethin the heart, as the root of all 
purity and holinefs there ;.and then he works, 
and operates, and influences: this is the fap 
which comes from the root Chrift. The poor 
foul finds, that without new breathing, new 
influences of the Spirit, there can be no’ good 
motions, defires, affections: this is the well of 
water, put within the believer; /pringing up to 
everlafing life. Wypocrites: may be fed with 
common influences, like'pools from the clouds: 

ee, but 
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but believers havea living {pring within them, 
fpringing up like a {pring well internally, e- 
ven when there are no external motives many 
times. . 

4. This. gofpel purity is rooted in a prin- 
ciple of faith; fo we-read, Acts xv. 9. that their 
hearts were purified by faith:, for faith doth not 
only ju/zfy the perfon, but alfo purify the affec- 
tions and:heart of the perfon juftifieds Faith 
is a working grace, 1 Thefi.i.3. In what,;works 
it? It.works thus, even working. out. filthy 
corruption. As unbelief,and infidelity pollutes 
a man’s-heart;. and, therefore Paul joins the 
unbeheving and the, defiled together, ) Tit, i. 15.: 


fo. alfo;-on the. contrary, itis the work of faith; 
to fanétify, the heart: and therefore as Paul, in, 


the former place, .joins. unbelief. and, defile- 
mentitogether;, fo, 1 Tim. 1.\5..faith unfeigned, 
and.a pure heart, are, coupled. together. Now, 
faith purifies. by drawing water out of the 
wells of, falvation:, having united the perfon 


to. Ghrift, the fountain. head, it draws vital in- 


fiuences from, all,Chrift’s perfections and at- 
tributes; from allhis offices, from all his pro- 
mifes,, from, all his. providences, from all his 
relations ;. from his names, his righteoufnefs, 
his fulnefs, his. purchafe, by its frequent ad- 


ings through the help.of the Spirit of Chrift, 


whichis given them. 

And particularly, faith improves the death 
of Chrift for this purpofe.. By his death he 
hath appeafed the wrath, and fatisfied juttice, 
and hath obtained the communication of God’s 
favour, and. all the fruits of it, whereof this 
of fanctification and purification is one. Chritt, 
by his death; hath taken out of the way the 
great obftacle of our fanctification, and that is 
our conceiving, of God .as.an enemy, and: fo 
being under the fear of God’s wrath: for now, 
that Ghrift hath died, and this.is revealed to us, 
this may.beget.in us kindly thoughts of God, 
and. deliver us from, our fears; and fo fhould 
we underftand that word, There is: mercy--with 
thee that thou mayeft be feared. Onewould think 
if itywere, There is wrath with thee that thou 
mayit, be feared, they would.underftand it bet- 
ter. Why, I tell you, while. people fear the 
Lord andijhis wrath, that.is:no holinefs; for 
devils fear him and his wrath, yea, they de- 
heve and tremble at his wrath, and yet have no 
holinefs, no purity.. But; while we fear the 
Lord and his goodnefs, as it is, Hofea iii: 3.: 
while we fear him ina filial way, from the 
faith and belief of his mercy and goodnefs, 
this.is purity and holinefs. Now, Chrift, by 
his death, hath removed. the..great obftacle, 
viz. a flavith fear, and introduced the greateft 
encouragement, even the declaration of God's 
greateft mercy, and)richeft grace to poor fin- 
ners: and faith’s views hereof doth encourage 
us to love and ferve the Lord: 

- Ina word, faith improves, and embraces, 
nd, pleads.the prom/e of fanctification; fuch 
as, Lwill fprinkle clean water upon you, and you fball 


be clean; from all your filthine/s will I cleanfe you: I 


wall put my Spirit-within them: I will put my fear in 
thew heart: [will fubdue their iniquities':. Iwill fave 
you from all, your uncleannefs: All which are yea 
and Amen in Chrift.——Now, try your puri- 
ty thus by the rootofit. 9.5 |. 

adly; Try your purity by the fruits and effects, 
parts.and evidences of it; fuchas:thefe follow- 


_ 1. Gofpel purity makes a man dove God, be- 
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caufe he/is pure... Can you fay, from the bot- 
tom, of your foul, that:however impure and 
unholy you are,) yet you love God becaufe he 
isa pure and holy God;..a holy God that hates 
fin? Llook upon this as a fweet evidence of one 
that hath the ftamp of God’s holinefs upon his 
foul. A hypocrite may loye God. becaufe he 
is good, merciful,and.thelike: but can he love 
him» becaufe he-is a holy.God that hates fin? 
No. : Now, is. that the language of thy foul, 
Give thanks. at. the rememberance of his holine/s? 

2. Gofpel purity makes a man love the peo- 
ple. of God, becaufe they.are; pure, A man 
may love the people of God -becaufe-of fome 
other.reafon, and yet have no purity: but to 
love them: becaufe of their purity; and the 
more pure and holy they are, the more to love 
them, this is an evidence of being paffed from 
death to life... Many would rather choofe to be 
in a drunken‘club and cabal, than in the com- 
pany of thofe who fear.God; they are kept 
under )reftraints while with them: but the 
man that is wafhed from his filthinefs, Avs de+ 
hghts are «wnith the faints, the excellent ones of the 
earth, Pfal. xvi. 3. 

3. Another fruit and evidence of gofpel pu- 
rity is, it makes the man. love. the word, be- 
caufe of its purity; Thy word is very pure; there- 
fore thy fervant loves it, Pfal. cxix. 140. The word 
is the mean and inftrument of purity; Now 
are ye clean through the word that I have .fpoken. 
Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth, 
Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth. 
Now, to love ordinances, and to love the word, 
for this:very reafon, becaufe of its purity,.is 
evidential of a perfon’s being purified in, part. 

4. Gofpel purity makes a man hate fin, be- 
caufe of its impurity, and ftand at a diftance 
from: it, under that confideration. He hates 
fin becaufe of its impurity, and becaufe of its 
oppofition to holinefs: and therefore he hates 
every fin; I bate every falfe way, Pfal. cxix. 104. 
He hates /ecret, as well.as open fin; J bate vain 
thoughts, Pfal. cxix.113. He hates Jitt/e fins, as 
well as great, if any can be called little, feeing 
there is no little God to fin againft, no little 
hell to punifh fin in. Little fins have brought 
on great punifhments; as Lot’s wife looking 
back to Sodom; Adam’s eating the forbidden 
fruit; fifty thoufand men of Bethfhemith flain 
for looking curioufly into the ark; and Uzzah 
for touching it. The faints know that the 
leaft fin.coft Chrift’s precious blood ; and there- 
fore dare not think little of, or indulge them- 
felves in any fin.—Further, Gofpel purity leads 
aman to fland ata difance from fin. It 1s true, 
the child of God may fall into fin; but his 
way: of finning is like the wicked man’s way 
of ferving God. A wicked man may go to du- 
ty, he may go to his prayers; but he is only 
a bungler at it; he has no habit of grace, no 
dexterity for duty beforeGod: fo,a godly man 
may commit fin, and try that work fometimes ; 
but he is a bungler at it, hehas loft his habit 
and dexterity of finning through grace: and 
therefore it is faid he cannot fin; He.that is born 
of God cannot commit fin. 

5. Gofpel purity inclines a man to make ad- 
vances in religion: he forgets the things that are 


behind; and preffeth forward ; he can never be pure 


enough: he goes from {trength to ftrength; 
The path of the guftis as the fining light, that fbin- 
eth more and more uato the perfect day. It is true, 
there are ebbings and flowings.of grace; the — 

| 3 3 _perfon 
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perfon' may be going fometimes backward, 
at other times forward: but his ordinary courfe 
is like the fun; it may be under a:cloud, and 
out of view, as if there was no fun at all; but 
then it breaks out from under the cloud again, 


_and always makes farther advances in hisrace. 


So, the child of God may be under a cloud; 
grace may be under a cloud and difappear, as 
if it was no grace atall: but then it breaks 
out again further advanced; for, the man 
grows in grace, and in the knowledge of the Lord 
Fefus Chrifi; hath more experience of the Lord’s 
pity and favour; more infight into the myfte- 
ries of the gofpel. 

6. Gofpel purity makes a man /ee and lament 
his own impurity and unholinefs: he is af- 
“listed with his want of purity, and with his: 
own vilenefs and defilement, faying, with Job, 
Behold, I am vile; and with Afaph, So fooli/b was 
I and ignorant; and with Abraham, / am duft and 
a/bes; and with Agur, Lam more bruti/h than any 
man, and have not the underfianding of aman; and 
with Paul, Zam the chief of finners..» The man is 
humbled under a fenfe of his own vilenefs, 
and of the plagues of his own heart. Tears, 
inftead of, gems and_ pearls, were the orna- 
ments of David’s bed, when he was fallen from 
his purity. 

4. This purity makes a man to be afflicted 
even for the impurity of others: this was the 
cafe with David; I beheld tranfgeffors, and was 


grieved : Rivers of water run down mine eyes, because 


the wicked keep not thy law, Plalm cxix..136, 158. 
It had the fame effect upon Jeremiah; Oh that 
my bead were waters, aud mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night for the flam of the 
daughter of my people! Jer.1x.1. And the Lord faid 
unto. him, Go through the midft of the city, through 
the midft of Ferufalem, and fet a mark upon the fore- 
heads of the men that figh and cry for all the abom- 
nations that be done m the midft thereof, Ezek. ix. 4. 
Why, the godly man, in other mens fins, fees 
the badnefs of his own heart: and by mourn- 
ing for the fins of others, he comes to be pure, 
even from the fins of other men; whereas 
people are guilty of other mens fins, while 
they do not mourn for them, but rather ap- 
prove of them. 

-8.'This purity is evidenced by a confcienti- 
ous’ and diligent ufe of the means of purity. 
The Lord works out, and carries on this work 
of fan¢tification; makes it goon by the means. 
which he hath appointed us to ufe: and when 
we ufe his appointed means, though the effect 
do not prefently and difcernably follow and 
appear; yet we. may.conclude that the work 
is going on. Even as when the children of 
Hrael were compaffing the walls of Jericho 
feven days, and feven times upon the feventh 
day.; fome of them might poflibly be difpofed 
to fay, What means our compafling the walls? 
they do not fall by our. compafling them, or 
ufing this mean. However, every compaffing 
of the walls was a bringing downof the walls, 
though they fell not till after the feventh times 
compaffing on the feventh day, Jofh. vi. Even 
fo, the diligent ufe of means, in the way that 
the Lord hath appointed, is our indifpenfible 
duty: for, though it is not always evident, 
that the means hath any fuccefs, for bringing 
down the walls and high towers of fin; yet 
eyery compafling of the walls, at God’s com- 
mand, is afign the work is going on; and at 
laft the walls fhall fall flat to the ground. 
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There is a generation that are pure im their own eyes ; 
and ‘yet is not wafhed from their filthine/s. 


[ The fifth Sermon on this text.] .- 


MoAx Y, by a fair profeffion, a falfe con- 
| viction, anda baftard converfion, feem’ 
half way to heaven, who yet'will lodge for-— 
ever in hell. He who fits down at half way,. 
and refts there, will never come to the end of 
his journey, but is ftill afar off. ‘O Sirs, it is 
to be feared, that the moft part of you, that . 
even come fo near to Chrift, in approaching 
to his houfe and ordinances ; yet youlare as ar 
from him as light is from darknefs,ordarknefs 
from light: and we need’ not go far to prove 
the charge; for, if you’ be’ not wafhed, ‘you 
are far from God and Chrift; yea, you have. 
no partin him: Jf] wa/h thee not, thou haft no’ 
part in me, {aid our bleffed Lord to Peter. If you 
be not wafhed from the guilt of fin in juftifica- 
tion, and from the filth of fin in fan@tification, . 
you have no part in Chrift, and fo are’ far e~ 
nough from him: and this is the ftate, not of 
a few, but of a multitude; There is a generation 
that is pure in their own eyes; and yet aré not wafh- 
ed from their filthine/s. | Slices Salta 

Having finifhed the doétrinal part of the 
fubject, difcufled fo much of the applicarion, 
we are now profecuting an ufe of trial; but 
in regard we have treated the negative part of 
this ufe more largely than the pofitive, we fhall 
offer fome things farther upon the laft of thefe: 
not with a view fo much to multiply particu- 
lars marks, as for offering general rules, by 
which you may examine this matter.’ As it 
hath already been tried by the root and by the 
fruit of it; it may be further examined by the 
parts of it, by the perfection of it, by the’ means 
of it, and by the end of it. tical ld 

3dly, We proceed then, in the third place, to 
try this gofpel purity by the parts of it. This 
purity, holinefs, or fanctification is twofold, 
either habitual or actual. as 

1. There is habitual purity, which lies in the 
infufion of all the habits of grace. “And this’ 
habitual holinefs may be tried by thefe two 
fpecial parts of it, vz. the illumination of the 
mind, and the renovation of the wills | 

(1.) There is here the z//umination of the mind: 
this is a fpecial part of purity and fanétificati- 
on; Ye have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge, after the.mage of him that created him, 
Col. iii. 10. The mere natural man, that lies 
in his natural ftate, he neither doth nor can 
perceive the things of God, t Cor.ii.14, Here then: 
is purity to clear the underftanding. The pure 
and fanctified man is renewed in the Jpirit of his 
mind, Weare a mafs of darknefs by nature ; We 
know nothing as we ought to know. We are blind as 
moles, and can give no fubjection of under- 
ftanding to divine revelation; nor give’a full 
affent to the truths of God, having no fubjec- 
tive perfuafion thereof: yea, we know nothing as 
we ought to know. Though we may have a form 
of knowledge, yet, in /eeing we fee not, while 
we want the Spirit of wi/dom and revelation m the 
knowledge of God. Sin, entering into the world, 
hath blindfolded us all: the devil,having got 


. the victory over us, doth even throw glamor 
| over our eyes; or beguil us with a falfedecep- 


tion; 
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tion ;. and we are become fools;, folly is bound 


pads 


Now, when the Lord purifies a man, he takes - 


this poor man, who is fo ignorant of God, e- 
ven as pling as.a mole in the things of God, 
_ and as dark as a dungeon, and makes him 
light inthe Lord; the light.of the gofpel fhines 
in with evidence upon the man’s foul, fo as 
he is made to give full credit to the truths of 
God, and to the God of truth. - The high rea- 
foning that was in, his mind, againft the gof- 
pel..of ;Chrift, even his .vain imaginations, 
whereby he exalted himfelf againft the know- 
ledge of Chrift, thefe are brought down by the 
weapons of the gofpel warfare, the /word of 
the Spirit; in the hand of Chrift. .Thefe reafon- 
ings that he had before are filenced: the man 
{ecsa. glory. in God’s perfections, in the face 
of Jefus Chrift, that he faw not before: he 
fees a beauty in God’s difpenfations, which he 
faw not before: he fees a, majefty in God's or- 
dinances, which .he did not fee before, and 
could not perceive: he feés a lovelinefs in the 
precepts of God; nothing whereof could be 
perceived before: he fees a {weetnefs in the 
promifes, which he thought very little of be- 
fore: he fees an excelléncy in the faints, whom 
he,contemned before: he fees a reality in what 
is divinely revealed, which was but fancies 
to him. before: he fees alfo.a certainty in a life 
to come, and in a death anda wrath to comie, 
which he never gave full credit to before: he 
knows. now there is a God, whom before he 
only thought-he knew, but was really igno- 
tant of; he fees him to bea juft and holy God, 
a good.and gracious God, a God in Chrift réconcil- 
ing. the.world to himfelf. tai 5. € 
_-Now, all fantification and purity enters in 
at this door of illumination ; and therefore you 
may try by this: for the grand difference be- 
tween the faint and the hypocrite lies in this, 
the one is darkné/s, the other is Aight in the Lord. 
Let the hypocrite do what he will, profefs what 
he will, he is ftill.but a mafs of darknefs, and 
knows nothing of God. : Whereas, let the faint, 
the believer, be at never, fuch a low ebb, yet 
he is a perfon whofe eyes God hath opened: 
though fometimes, indeed, he may be afleep, 
-and-fo not actually beholding the light; yet, 
this habitual change is wrought, the eyes of 
his underftanding are enlightened. _ 
_..(2.) Another {pecial part of this habitual pu- 
rity and fanctification, is the renovation of the 
will and affections. ‘The natural man is rebelli- 
on againft the will of God; his will will by 
‘no mearis ftoop to the will of God: and here 
is the work of fan¢tification in the will, that 
it makes it flexible, bends and inclines it to 
obedience to God’s will: He that is. of Git c8d 
urified by him, he heareth God's words; and ye there- 
yg not, fae i are not of God, John 
viii. 47. _Man’s will is SCA depraved, and 
defperately wicked; by natur its inclined to 
every thing that is bad, and averfe from every 
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that God hath out of hell, and as great an ene- 
my as he hath in hell; for, every man that 
hath an unrenewed. will, he hath a devil in 
his breaft. . The will, unrenewed, is the very 
picture of Satan; the mian is not fubjec to the 
law of God, neither can be: and whatever he 
may pretend of kindnefs to God, and the peo- 
ple of God, yet he hates God, and every thing 
that hath God’s image upon, it.— His affecti- 
ons are totally vitiated, his defires being to- 
ward that which is difhonourable to God, and 
hurtful to himfelf: his delights are placed up- 
on a thing of nought. His forrows are efpe- 
cially becaufe he cannot get his will; and his 
willis neither for God’s glory, nor: his own 
good. “His greateft. grief is becaufe he cannot 
get his wicked will gratified,, or his carnal af- 
fections fatisfied. he she 
_ But now, when the Lord purifies the man, 
and fanctifies him, he takes away the heart of 
Jone, and gives the heart of fiz/b. "This wicked 
will is called the heart of ftone, becaufe it is 
inflexible, it will neither bow nor bend; you 
may fooner break the man than bow him: 
while his corrupt will remains, there is no pof- 
fibility of rhe man’s inclining to that which is 
{piritually good. Now, when the will is chang- 
ed, the faculty remains, but the quality is 
changed; the curfed quality, whereby it was 
wholly inclined to evil; whereby it was fo in- 
clined to wickednefs, that there was no draw= 
ing the man off from his own ways; yet God 
takes this away in fanétification, fo that now 
the man ts inclined to good, as before he was 
inclined to evil.—The wll is now fubject to 
the will of God, and to the law of God, and 
made to fay, Lord, what wilt thou.have.me to do? 
Let my, will be fubmiffive to thine; let it be as 
a weather-cock, to turn about with every blaft 
‘of the breath of ihy mouth; with every figni- 
fication of thy will in the word. .Thé man is 
‘now inclined to feek\ the Lord, and to‘ ferve 
him : yea, he hatha natural and native inclina- 
tion to that which is good ; anda native aver- 
‘fion from that which is evil, though his will 
be but in part renewed, and when 4e would do 
food, evil rs prefent with him: there is fle/h lufting 
againfi theSpirit, yet he is really renewed, fo as it 
is the habitual frame and difpofition of his foul, 
to Jerve the Lord in holine/s and righteoufne/s before 
Aim all the days of his life. — His affections are re- 
newed; he now is made to defire God as the 
chief good; to delight in him as the only por- 
tion; to love him as his beft friend; to hate 
fin as his greateft enemy; to be forrowful for 
that more than for any other thing; to be an- 
gry at fin in himfelf and in others; and to be 
well-pleafed and fatisfied with the revelation 
and device of falvation, through grace, by the 
rightéoufnefs of Chrift, and that Chri? /hould 
be made of God to him wifdom, righteoufne/s, fanchi- 
fication, and redemption. , 

_ And thus you fee the parts of habitual pu- 
rity: this is the habit of grace, though it be 
not always exercifed and difcerned, as it is in 
acquired habits; ¢.¢.. Amufician hath the ha- 
bit of mufic, or playing melodioufly, though 


he hath not always the inftrument, or harp in 


his hand: fo it is in infufed habits; a man 
hath the habit of piace, habitual purity, tho’ 
tawn forth into actual ex- 


‘ercife. And therefore, 


thing that is good: it isthe greatet enemy a, ‘Thre saul purity, by which we ought 
pe Tf: L.. Il 7 reer, iP Ov Ss feces h py - 6F xm errtit} 3 daoit 2 are Des b Shi aa trie ms : 
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to try ourfelves, And this actual purity hath 
thefe two parts, viz. a dying daily ro fin, and 
a living daily to God and righteoufnefs. 

(1.) In actual purity there is a dyeng darly to 
fi ;, and that is called mortification: he that is ax 
Chrift hath crucified the flefh, with the lufls and af- 
fections, Now, this dying to fin, is when one 
doth daily more and more fall out of conceit 
with fin; when he is actually fighting againft 
it, hating it, and endeavouring the crucifixi- 
on of it} when his averfion from it.is more 
ftrengthened, and his inclination to it is more 
and more weakened. But perhaps one may 
fay, How hall I know true mortification? Why, 
it is univerfal, oppofing all fin; and it levels at 
the very root thereof in original fin: O wretch- 
ed mian that I am! who fhall deliver me from the 
body of this death? .It levels even at /ecret fins, 
as well as open ; O cleanfe thou me from fecret faults. 
It ftrikes at beloved fins; it is a cutting of the 
right-hand, and plucking out the right eye. It is 
alfo evangelical, flowing from a principle of 
love to God in Chrift; and acted in the virtue, 
and by the faith of the death and crucifixion 
of the Son of'God: and hence a man is faid to 
be crucified with Chrift, Gal. ii. 20. 

(2.) A living daily to God, and to righteoufne/s, 
is another part of actual purity, by which we 
ought to try our fandctity; and it is ufually 
termed wivification. This way of living,is when 
a man is fo far alive to God, as that he is ac- 
tually delighting in the Lord, and in his com- 
pany more and more; defiring to have more 
communion with God in Chrift; and when the 
‘Lord’s fervice becomes {till more the man’s re- 
creation and element; and when not only the 
houfe of Saul is growing weaker and weaker, 
but the houfe of David is growing ftronger 
and ftronger, by the man’s growmg im grace, 
and in the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Fefus 
Chrift, and living by the faith of the Son of God. — 
Now, in true vivification, the man not only 
hath life, but is lively; not only ingrafted in- 
to the true vine, but drawing fap and virtue 
from the fame; not only married to Chrift, 
but bringing forth fruit to him. | 

Now, thefe are the parts of purity and fancti- 


fication, by which we fhould examine ourfelves:. 


and I fear the opening thereof may difcover 
the toral want of purity in the moft, and the 
partial want of it in the beft of folk; even the 
great want that believers themfelves labour 
under, with refpect to thefe things. But how- 
“ever, though believers themfelves may fee their 
great want hereof, yet they may be in cafe to 
draw. a comfortable conclufion.therefrom, and 
it may be this, namely, “ What I hear the mi- 
nifter tell me of thefe parts of fanctification, I 
know.1 have fometime a day underftood it to 
my blefled experience, and therefore have good 
ground ‘to expect, that I fhall know more of 
it in the Lord’s time and way; for, he that hath 
begun the good work, will perfect it ; and therefore 
T will quietly wait his return.” 
_ 4thly, Let-us not only thus try our purity by 
the parts,-but.alfo by. the perfection of it. Ido 
not mean a perfection of degrees, which will 
not take place till the believer be in heaven ; 
-but the go/pel perfection, which éven takes 
-place‘on earth, and by which the believer, in 
i{cripture language, is fometimes faid to be a 
perfect apd sarahe man. And this-perfection of 
purity, I think, in general, lies in this, When, 
‘a man is pure in God's fight. ‘This feems to be 
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efpecially pointed at in'the text, as the reverfe 
of that /elF conceited purity therein held forth: 
There is a generation that is pure m their own eyes ; 
and yet are not. wafhed from their filthineft. ‘They 
are pure in their own fight, but not pure in 
the fight of God: intimating, that the gofpel- 
perfection of purity lies ina man’s being pure 
in. God’s fight. Of, this purity the apoftle 
fpeaks, Col. i. 22. where Chrift is faid to pre- 
Sent bis people holy, and unblameable, and unreprove- 
able in his Father's fight. pibabaghe i tis, 

Quest. What is it to be pure im God's fighh Je as 
we oe examine this purity by the sofpel perfection 
i) it € * ‘ t EA te ; . / + ee 
Codiah 1. This gofpel perfection is that pu- 
rity in God’s fight, which implies internal heart 
uprightne/s, evidencing itfélf in faith and love, 
which can act in the fight and pre/ence of God, 
as being the product of his bleffed Spirit. 

Icallit a beart-uprightne/s or heart-purity, becaufe 
the man that is thus pure, is not only pure 
outwardly, in the fight of man; but pure in 
heart and {pirit, in the fight of God, who is ‘a 
Spirit. Many pretend to holinefs; but, like 
the Pharifees, they make clean only the out- 
fide of the plater: but the truly pious and ho- 
ly foul is moft careful to have the heart right 
with God;. and folicitous how to be cleanfed 
from all filthine/s of the /pirit, as well as the fle/h. 
He indeed finds much heart impurity; but the 
foul of him is grieved at it, and he moft ar- 
dently defires to be cleanfed; Wa/h me, and I 
Shall be clean; create in me a clean heart. He is ex 
ercifed about the heart, crying to Heaven for 
more and more purity, and daily flying to the 
fountain opened for fin and uncleannefs. They 
are much in fecret crying for purity: ande- 
ven when they win not to a fecret chamber; 
yea, perhaps, when they are in the midft of 
company, they will, now and then, be darting 
up fome ftolen look toHéaven, and their hearts 
praying, “ O for holinefs !. O for conformity 
“ tothe Lord! Oto have heart enemies deftroy- 
“ed, and {trong corruptions broken !” 

. Again, I faid this purity in God’s fight evi- 
denceth itfelf in faith; it ats in a way of be- 
lieving, trufting to the faithfulnefs of God in 
the promife, and the power of God to accom- 
plifh the fame; looking for help no other way 
but in and through our Lord Jefus Chritt ; re- 
ceiving the word of faith, and putting’to the . 
feal that God ‘is true; cafting the burden of 
the foul upon the Lord by faith: alfo, the man 
believes as in. the fight of God. It is not e- 
nough to be called and accounted a believer, 
and to reckon yourtelf fuch; but to be a be- 
't of God, is the main bufinefs: 
when the perfon, through faith, fees an ex- 
cellency in Chrift, fo as to count all things but Tofs 
and dung for him: and when the poor foul can 
fay, as in the fightof God, “ Lord, thou know- 


“eft I have no other refuge to run to but thy- 
Mofelt: ang though thou /houldef kill me, yet will T 


“ truft in thee, for all the good things in the 


“covenant, which ‘is all my Jalvation, and all my 


“ Gefire: here will I reft, and here will T Ray 
“© myfelf” Hic DOs 8 Oa aia dame 


deniceth itfelf in Jove; ‘and this ‘is love‘in'the 


fight of Cod, when a man can fiy'before God, 


The defire of my foul is to thy: name, even to'the 


‘name of Chrift. "The man loves fo, as that ‘the 
name of Chrift is to him As ‘ointment ured 
forth: he loves fo, as to long for more fellow- 

a fhip 


Sex. CXXVIL 


fhip with God in Chrift: he loves fo, as'where- 
ever he fees the image of God, he loves it: 
they love his image that {hineés in his precept, 
in his promife,’in his people. They love the 
Lord fo'as'to hold him, and they do not let 
him go; ‘and to fuchadeégree, as to break their 
heart when he goes away, faying, O! tenthou- 
fand worlds cannot fill his room!—Many are 
the pretenfions of love: O! whomr fhould we 
love ‘but fweer Chrift? will fome fay.’ But all 
is mere flattery; they care not‘whether he bé 
abfent or prefent.'They pretend love to him; 
but they take other things in his room. They 
will fay, He'bideth his face; but with all they 
éan fay'alfo, with the whore in the Proverbs; 
The busband is away, come let us take our fill of loves, 
They can take pleafute in idols: ‘they can take 
pleafure in other things, in the want of Chrift. 
They are not like'the blefled pfalmift, who faid) 
I remembered God, and'was troubled ; I refufed to be 
. comforted. Nay, but true love, inthe fight of 
God, will make a man take no comfort, ot 
fatisfaction, ‘in any thing, while the Beloved 
is gone. And again, it makes a man have 
common friends and foes with him; and it 
makes ‘his caufe their caufe! yea, it makes 
them more troubled at any difhonour done to 
him, than any‘affront offered to themfelves. 
If they fee Chrift honoured, their heart re- 
joices ; ‘and if otherwife, their hearts are fore 
afflicted. . ig 
Further, [faid on this head, that this puri- 
ty acts in the fight and prefence of God: the 
man {ets God before him, acknowledging him 
in all his ways; defiring to do nothing with- 
out his counfel, and to do every thing. by the 
direction and conduct of his bleffed Spirit. 
“Finally, f affirmed, upon this head, that this 
purity acts in the fight and prefence of God, as 
being the produét of his holy Spirit. This is 
true purity in God’s fight, that is the produc- 
tion of his holy Spirit, in his gracious faving 
influences. Nothing paffes current in heaven, 
but what is coined there, and comes out of it. 
The thing that you do yourfelf, man, woman, 
it wants Raum ftampt upon it: Who/e /uper- 
JSeription bath it? Vt is but the product of your 
own heart,’ But that-only which is the fruit 
of the Spirit of God, is good and pure in his 
fight. If you bring falfe coin to a king, that 
you. have coined yourfelf, or if it be difcover- 
ed that you have done it, you put yourfelf in 
hazard of death thereby: even fo, your duties 
that have not the right ftamp, and wherein 
you have not been influenced by the Spirit and 
‘grace of God, inftead of faving you, they put 
you in hazard of death and damnation. © - 
2. This purity in God's fight, which is its 
gofpel perfection, implies a man’s having all 
the. members of the new creature. The child 
new-born, if it hath all its members, it is a 
cana ‘child, though it is far‘from’being per- 
“fect in all refpects ; it is far’ ftom having per- 
fect wit, perfect ftrength, perfe& knowledge, 
perfect prudence, %:c.: but it is perfec, in te- 
fpect that it hath all the needful parts of body. 
So pat ‘of purity, is,'when a 
man hath all the habits of ‘grace; and ’when 
faith, love, hope, humility, zeal, and all the 
‘fruits of the Spirit ‘are planted im the foul: 
‘when all thefe members, which make ‘up the 
hhew man, are perfect, then isa man pure in 
the fight of God. A man may ‘have a great 


‘deal of fair outward thew before the world, 
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and yet have not one of thefe members of the 
new creature at all; not one fruit of the Spi- 
rit planted in the foul ;:not'one habit of grace: 
he acts froma natural confcience, and from a 
common conviction of fin and duty; and tho’ 
it be by common grace: that he ig: enabled to 
do any thing, yet the flrength,of’ nature is 
ftill more than any ftrength of ‘grace received, 
and fo it turns all to itfelf.. As ‘when‘you caft 
clean water into a puddle, it becomes all pud- 
‘dle: fo here, all is turned to felf; and the man 
acts from felf as his principle, ‘and for felf as 
his end. The believer is perfect in this refpec, 
as to the perfection ‘of parts, in oppofition to 
the unbeliever. And fome believers) in this re2 
inne are more perfect than others, even as td 
the perfection of parts:* for) ‘though’ all: be- 
lievers have the habit of all graces, yet it may 
be fuch, as they have not the exercife of fome 
graces; like children that are born with their 
hands and legs indeed, but they are lame from 
the womb, ‘have not the exercife of them ;_and 
they continue fo ftill, This imperfe@tion even 
fome believers may labour ‘under. Here is one 
that hath ftrong faith, lively hope; fervent zeal, 
and fome good works that difcovers it: but it 
may be they are defective in point of humili- 
ty, meeknels, fobriety, brotherly kindnefs, and 
the like,” There is another, perhaps a graci- 
ous perfon, that hath much love, meeknefs, 
fweetnefs of temper, brotherly kindnefs; but 
extremely defective in zeal for the declarative 
glory of God, fo as he doth ‘not valiantly: con- 
tend for the faith once delivered to the faints.’ But 
when one‘hath all thefé habits, and together | 
with the habit, the exercife of them all, then 
that perfon may be faid to have,an evangelical 
perfection, and to be pure ‘in God’s fight —Let 
this: be another rule and help to try ‘your- 
felves by. ~ : bit 2 

3. This gofpel perfection implies’a’ perfon’s 
having all the /piritual'fenfes of the new  crea- 
ture, and the lively exercife of them; Strom: 
meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even hop 
who, by reafon of ufe, have their fenfes exercifed to 
difcern both good and evil,Heb. v. 14. “You may 
go to fome’places, and you will fee very lively 
pictures, and as comely to behold as ever man 
or woman, with an excellent ruddinefs in their 
face; and, at a diftance, you would think they 
have life: Well, but they have no fenfes; and 
far lefs have they any exercife of fenfes: They 
have eyes, but fee not; ears, but bear not’; nofes, but 
Jmell not : they have no fenfe, no feeling. Here 
is a fad blemifh and defect. Thus many idol 
Chriftians ‘there'are, that are -merely painted 
images, and exaGtly drawn. Look to them, 
and compare them with fome real Chriftians, 
‘you ‘would think’ them far fuperior to, and 
beyond them. ."O!. theré’is no comparifon ‘be- 
tween that poor filly creature, pr ee man, 
who is‘fo much extolled for’his wit, reading, 
‘gravity, fobriety, and the like. © Yet the omni- 
{cient eye of Jehovah may fee his’ blemifhes 
‘and defects, and want of {piritual fenfes, which 


he only hath the appearance of' before men; 


but the other hath in reality before God: yet 
this man, who is pure in the fight of God, ma 

feem to be nothing in'comparifon of the other, 
that ‘cafts fuch a dafh, and cuts fuch a figure. 
1f one who hath many blemifhes and ‘defeats 


in his body; ftand belide a livel ‘well done pic 
ture, what a bafe nenctitiMer Bo e appe 


fide that lively well*proportioned it 
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notwithftanding he hath that perfection of life 
and fenfe, which the image wants: fo, here.is 
one that you. would,think he hath faith, love, 
knowledge, and.all the members,of. the new 
creature; but, alas! the great matter -is, the 
want. of {piritual life and fenfes, EA at 

(1.), They have not their /eeing.; they have no 
true faith, or fpiritual difcerning:. They bave 
eves, but fee not: they have eyes ;. that 1s, they. 
have an image of faith, a form of; knowledge; 
but, im /eeing, they fee.not ; for they wantthe Spi- 
rit of wifdom and revelation in the knowledge 
of God... 1 + Fed 

_(2.). They want their Aearing ; they are deaf 
to the. things of God: They have.ears, but bear 
not: they. have ears; that.is, they have an up; 
taking of words; but, zm hearing, they bear not. 
If you fay, to them, Did you hear? Yea, fays 
the man, Jam not deaf. Well, did you ,un- 
derftand? Yea, perhaps better than yourfelf, 
fay they.,;. Yet after. all,, they do not hear the 
voice of God in the law, fo.as to awaken their 
confcience;. nor the voice of God in the gofpel, 
fo as to.quicken their fouls: they hear not his 
voice in the rod, fo as to humble them; nor 
in his mercies, fo as.to melt them, and engage 
them to himielf. 

(3.). They .want their feeling; they feel not 
their fins that. are finking them down to the 
pit... Though, perhaps, they are called men of 
fenfe; yet they have no fenfe this way: they 
feel neither the fin of their nature, nor the 
plagues of their heart: ‘ they, have no feeling 
either of the.guilt of fin, or the power of fin. 
They do not feel fin in the fact of it, the fault 
of it, the filth of it, the folly of it, the foun- 
tain of it, the fruits of it. 

(4.) They. want /melling ; they find no fweet- 
fmelling favour in divine things: They have 
nofes, but fmell not. They are all nofe as to other 
things; they {mell what is moft for their pro- 
fit, credit, and honour: but they never find 
the ill fmell that is upon error and fin. They 
can ftay in. the places. where God’s name is 
profaned, his truths wounded, and his people 
mocked,,and not be affected with the ill fmell 
thereof. And, on the other hand, they can hear 
Chrift.tendered, grace proclaimed, and the gof- 
pel promulgated, and yet never be ravifhed 
with the {weet favour thereof. . 

(s.). They, want their ¢afing: they tafte not 
the ditterne/s of fin, on the one hand, fo as to fee 
it: to bean evil and hitter thing ; nor. the /weetne/s 
of the word of grace, onthe other hand, fo as to 
prize.it more than thew, neceffary food. 

Now, if we try our purity by this rule, it will 
difference fome believers from other believers, 
and: all believers from unbelievers. 

Ut will, in,.the, firft, place, difference /ome be- 
hevers from. other behevers: yea, the moft of be- 
lievers may.find themfelves defective, with re- 
fpect, to this piece of gofpel perfection, in pu- 
‘rity.and:-holinefs. _ Here is.a_ believer, I fhall 


oe ae 
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< at 
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fo, fome that are believers may be fo indifpof+ 
ed, and have their fenfes vitiated, that in the 
beft of preaching, they find no good; in the 
foundeft of \fermons, they find no fweetnefs ; 
in the moft pleafant gofpel truths, they find. no 
relith, efpecially ina day of controverfy about 
truth... The difcerning of fome believers is fo 
fmall, thatthey know nortruth from error ; but 
halt between two opinions, and may be, fufpect 
every word that is faid, and walk in darknefs ; 
and, perhaps, fide with error rather than with 
thetruth.. But then it is, that gofpel perfection 
takes place, when all the fpiritual fenfes are 
prefent, and in a_lively vivid exercife. -. Many, 
even believers, have their. fenfes vitiated, . by 
reafon of, {piritual.indifpofition, and want of 
{piritual health,; which weakens every, fenfe, 
and every, member and limb of the new,crea- 
ture. Some believers, and at fome times, la- 


bour under.a difeafe of the confcience, a dif . 
eafe of the underftanding, a difeafe of the judg- 


ment, even about neceflary truth ;. lamenefs in 
hands, ,and feet, and tongue, fo as they are 
out of capacity to {peak for God, work for God, 
and walk after God: and this lamenefs and 
indifpofition is fometimes obfervable by men; 
fo Paul faw Peter walking: with a crooked foot, 
when he fymbolized with the Jews and dif- 
fembled, i/o much that Barnabas was carried a- 
way with their difimulation; whereupon he re- 


proved him, and withftood him to the face, becaufe ~ 


he faw that he walked not uprightly, Gal. ii. 11,14. 
But whether it be difcernable to men or not, 
yet God fees and obferves all the failures, in 
point of gofpel perfection, in holinefs.and pu- 
rity. ‘ t fers Fig gi 
But, in the next place, it will, notwithftand- 
ing, difference all believers from unbelievers: for, 
though believers have their blemifhes, by fin, 
yet they are not under the power of fin, as un- 
believers are:: and though they have their fen- 


fes many times vitiated, yet they are not alto- 


gether deftitute of {piritual fenfes, as unbeliey- 
ers are. The gracelefs man may have his .na- 
tural fenfes, his rational fenfes, and common 
fenfes; but no gracious {piritual fenfes.—The 
man hears, but he is a fenielefs hearer. It may 
be, indeed, when the Lord, is much with jhe 


{peaker, at certain times, the word may have | 


fuch impreflions, that,the natural confcience 
may be roufed, and the natural. affections raif- 
ed: but to have fpiritual, fenfes, and fpiritual 


graces exercifed,. that he cannot have, being: 


deftitute of them ;- and fo,. at beft, is but the 
fenfelefs hearer: ; Spiritual fleep, and deep fe- 
curity prevails mightily; fo that, like a man 
in a found fleep, he may be jogged up alittle, 
and fo open his eyes, as.it were, a little; yet 


he is incapable of difcerning duty, for he falls 


over again. — The man prays. but, his prayers 
are fenfelefs prayers: he is fenfelefs as to eve- 
ry {piritual exercife.—The man: fmgs in the 
family,.or with the congregation, by raifing 
the. voice ;. but -he hath not Tene to make me- 
lody with his heart to the: Lord._— Try your 


gofpel purity and perfection by thefe things. — 


4. This gofpel perfection imports. a con/lant 


advancement from the perfection of parts;to the 


perfection of degrees; a prefling towards the 


mark, for the prize of the. high calling of God m 


Chrift Fefus; a longing for a {tate of perfection 
without being Peet ae wee, at the 
height of its.Le¢ us,go on to pe. ea Taba, iL. 
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at perfect light, perfect ‘knowledge of God, 
perfect love to»men, perfect delight in‘ him ; 


this is what his, foul. afpires after: and the: 


Lord reckons this man:according::to ‘what he 
‘would be at, rather than what.he is. He would 
be.at, perfection sand God reckons. him accord- 
ing to what he fo ardently defires after. Legal 
perfection he hath not, in himfelf, but in: his 
head, Chrift, who: is the:Lord our righteon/ne/s : 
but this. gofpel perfection: he»hath from his 
glorious Head, according to the meafure of 
the communication of the Spirit, making him 
afpirevafter perfect fanctification. For, as his 
juitification 1s perfect already ; fo fhall his fanc- 
tification be perfected in glory, where all.im- 
purity and imperfection {hall be done away ; 
and where the image of Chritt fhall be vifible 
inevery faint: for, they /hall be like him, becaufe 
they fhall fee him as he is. ,Now, towards this 
gofpel perfection do all believers natively in- 
cline; whereas unbelievers have no fuch high 
aim.—By thefe things you may try gofpel pu- 
rity as to the perfection of it... 
. gthly, This gofpel, purity may. be tried alfo 
by the means of it. Befide what I faid concern- 
ing the root of purity, examine your purity 
likewife by the means whereby the Lord brings 
it about; and in what method. I fhall here 
but name thefe two or three things, that may 
be grounds. for your trial and examination. 
The Lord: brings about this gofpel purity, by 
‘thefe and the like means. 
o1y By difcovering the man’s wupurity to him. 
Whoever are made pure in the eye of God, 
are firft made impure.in their own eyes. The 
text fuppofes, that thofe who are pure in their 
own eyes, are impure in the fight of God: and 
it fays, that when God wathes them from their 
filthinefs, they are not pure in their own eyes. 
Aiclear, conviction of impurity, of fin and un- 
cleannefs, is both a piece of purity,:and-alfoa 
“mean thereof. Itis a part of holinefs to have 
eyes.to fee our own vilenefs and:-wickednefs ; 
and the fight thereof is a mean of making the 
- ereature reftlefs and uneafy till he be wathed. 
The Lord, when he hath a mind to purify a 
perfon, lets him:fee what a-devil he is; and 
what a hell. of wickednefs, and what a»black 
hoord of abomination is within him. \:And, 
.\2. He doth it, by difcovering his graceiand 
mercy to him.—The Lord purifies and. fan¢ti- 
fies by the revelation of his grace and truth: and, 
indeed, grace and truth comes by Fefus Chri: as a 
Prieft, he purchafes this grace; .as a Prophet; 
he reveals it; and as.aKing, heappliesit. And 
this revelation of» grace brings danctification’; 
The grace of God, that bringeth faluation, bath ap- 
peared to all men, teaching us, that denying ungodli- 
nefs and worldly hifts, we fhould hve soberly, righte- 
oufly, and godly.am this prefent world, Tit. ii. 11, 12. 
Sanctify them through: thy truth, thy word is truth, 
John xvii. 17. \In this revelation of the ‘grace 
of God in Chrift; the fountain opened is feen ; 
even the fountain opened for finand uncleanne/s, Zech. 
xiii, 1.—+The merciful governmentiof God.in Chrift. 
is difcovered: The foul looksion, this King of. 
Ifrael as a merciful King; ) And: Benhadad’s fer- 
vants faid unto him, Behold-now, we:have beard that 
the kings of IYrael-are' merciful kings; let us, I pray 
thée, put fackcloth upon our loins;.and ropes npon' our 
heads, and go out to the-king of Ifrael, peradventure 
he will fave thy hfe, 1 Kings, xx. 31... The foul 
now) counts thefe fubjects happy that ftand be- 


for fuch a King;: Happy are: thy men, happy are 
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thefe thy fervants, which fland continually before thee, 
and that bear thy wifdom, 1 Kings x: 8." Now the 
foul laments its: bondage’ to other Jords, Ifa. 
xxXVi..13.° and ardenlyidefires to’be the'fubjects 
of this gracious and “glorious Kin gs. And fo 
thus the Lord brings to'this fandtity. 
23. He purifies by reconciling the heart unto 
God, from the fenfe of God's being reconciled 
tous. The faith of God’s love and eoodnefs 
makes the foul fubmit, in a loving way, and 
lay down theiweapons of defiance. As a trai- 
tor, having found the gracious fayotir of his 
prince, in pardoning his treafon ;' his naughty 
heart, that before was ‘full of treachery, is over- 
come ‘with ‘this undefetved: favour; and his 
hatred is turned into love: fo it isthere; when 
the finner, the traitor, comes to perceive the 
love of God, in pardoning fuch a traitor and 
rebel as he, his wicked heart is overcome with 
that kindnefs, the faith of the love of God vent- 
ing itfelf in the death of Chrifts and'fo the 
faith of the blood of atonement purifies the 
heart, and frees it frora the natural enmity. 
4. He purifies by continual /upplies of grace, 
and ftrengthening the foul to wage war againft 
fin, and itrengthening it againit corruption. 
There are feveral ways whereby he ftren ethens 
the foul, I prefuppofe, that, by this time, the 
man isin Chrift ; and being in Chrift, ftrength 
and virtue comes from the glorious Head, and 
that by thefe and the like means.—Sometimes 
he ftrengthens by making the foul Jook again 
and agaim.to Chrift, as having all fulnefs of 
grace,and afulnefs to be communicated; and 
as being exalted of God for this'end, to com- 
municate gifts, and graces, and the Spirit of 
grace, Acts v.31. —Sometimes he ftrengthens 
the foul, by helping it to plead the promife of fanc- 
tification. The believer fees, that as he is ready 
to diftribute of his fulnefs, fo he ig faithful to 
accomplith his promife; and the promifes of 
fanctification are manifold. At thefe breafts 
the man fucks by faith: and as the child is 
ftrengthened and‘ nourithed by fucking the 
breatt;. fo the believer, by the prayer of faith, 
fucks from the promifeof grace, e.g. the pro- 
mife of the Lord pardoning iniquity, tranfereffion; 
and fin; and fo: derives {tren gth. —Y Sometimes 
he ftrengthens, by giving the foulfome joy and 
comfort,-and fo encouraging for giving battle 
to the ienemies: Beheving, we rejoice; and ré= 
joicingy' we are flrong: tor, the joy of the Lord 
15 our firength. The more‘ heavinefs, the more 
weakne({s; ‘but the more joy, the more ftrength, 
{othe more purity.-Sometimes he ftrengthens 
by giving the Spirit of prayer, and’ helping to 
wrettle with him for the’ blefling ; \I2oz/l not let 
thee gotill.thou ble/s' me; faid. the patriarch Jacob. 
Thus the Spirit helps our infirmities; and maketh in- 
terceffion forus; with groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered. The pfalmift experienced both the ener- 
gy of the Spirit, and the‘éffect thereof: Jn the 
day that I cried, thou-anfweredft me} and firengthen- 
edft:me with firength in my foul, Pfal.Cxxxviil; 3— 
Sometimes he ftrengthens,;” by ‘fhewing ‘his 
name and office: by fhewing' that’ his name is 
Jesus, becaufe he faves his people from their fins; 
and thatitis his office, his work, his bufinefs, 
to fave by his grace, and fanctify by his Spi- 
rit, and purity by his blood.—+In a word; Some- 
times he: {trengthens, and fo carries on the be- 
gun work of' purity and fanctification, ‘by re 
froring the foul; and granting manifold recove- 
ries after: falls; by bringing the ‘man out-of 
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this and thejother horrible pit, imtowhich he 
hath fallen by his iniquity: for, this:work of 
purity is carried on through many-wiciflitudes 
and changes; through many crofs winds, ma- 
ny a fevere battle, and fad victory.obtained by 
enemies; through many fears:and::faintings. 
Sometimes the man falls down, and then he 
gets up again: fometimes he is plunged, as it 
were, into the bottonvof hell, in refpect of the 
power of fin, and the blacknefs of the polluti- 
on, in which he fees himfelf fo mired as that 
he cannot get out; and at other times he is 
lifted wp. to the mountain top, and his feet fet 
upon the high places of Jacob. Sometimes he is 
ready to give clean over; at length hope doth 
revive again: for the Lord encourages the man 
to hope; by {peaking into the heart, or round- 
ing into the foul fuch a word as that; There is 
hope m Ifrael for all this: or fach a word as that, 
Fear not; forthe Lord, will not forfake bis people, 
for bis great name's fake: becaufe it hath pleafed the 
Lord to make-them his people, 1 Sam. xii. 20,22. By 
thefe; and the like meaps, the Lord encourages 
the foul-to return, after his loweft falls; and 
raifes him, up, as Peter was raifed from his 
{hameful downfal. The Lord looks towards the 
man with a tender, merciful, and compafiio- 
nate eye; and then he is flrengthened to la- 
ment his fin, to weep bitterly, to look up to 
the Lord for grace and forgivenefs. 

Now, by thefe, and the like means, doth the 
Lord, purify the foul, and carry on the work : 
and fo here is another large field, wherein you 
may roam, to try and examine, whether you 
know thefe things to your experience, or not; 
whether the Lord be working them, in a fav- 
ing manner, in your foul; if he hath purified, 
and is purifying you, by difcovering your im- 
purity, viz. by the revelation of his grace, by 
killing your enmity with his love, and by 
ftrengthening your foul, in the manner | have 
fhown. 

6thly, Let us now examine this gofpel puri- 
ty by the end of it. As we have already tried 
this point by the root, the fruit, the parts, the 
perfection, and the means of it; we may now 
examine this gofpel purity by the gofpel end 
of it. I fhall not inlarge upon this here, but 
rather refer it to be more fully {poken to in a 
motive upon the ufe of exhortation. Only, in fo 
many words, the true end of gofpel purity and 
fanctification, is not to pacify confcience, nor 
to, fatisfyjuflice,. nor to purchafe heaven, 
nor to. work out a righteoufnefs for our jufti- 


fication:,,all thefe ends are legal; and the pro-— 


pofing of..them is.no-end of purity, or mark 
of holinefs: .But the true end. of gofpel purity 
and, fanctification is, to glorify God, to edify 
our-neighbour, to tettify our gratitude toGod, 
and to evidenceour juftification.—Let me touch 
a tittle at this point., ‘ 
Lhe .great.end,-Ifay, of purity and fanaifi- 
cation-is, not,to be a ground or caufe of juftifica- 
tion; but. to. be a fruit. and evidence thereof. 
The grofs ignorance, of this point of doctrine, 
in the prefent generation, makes it neceflary 
to inculcate and eftablith it. d 

>. The great end of gofpel purity, or fancti- 

ation, is not to be a ground and cau/e of jutti- 
fication.), They who think.to be juftified, par- 
doned, aecepted, or admitted to Gad’s favour, 
by. any purity, goodnefs, righteoufnefs, or ho- 
linefs,, whether done by them, by the ftrength 
ofnature, or wroughtin them, by the ftrength 
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of grace, ‘they overturn the gofpel, and difco- 
ver themfelves to be ftrangers to the nature of 
true purityywhich doth not work a righteouf- 
nefs for juftification; but flows from juttifica- 
tion, as ftreams from a fountain. If-men could 
fly to heaven, by the wings of theinown works; 
or get up'there, by the ladder of their own 
righteoufnefs, what need was there that God 
fhould fet up another ladder to» heaven for us? 
If we confult Gen. xxviii. 12. we will find that 
Jacob. gets a difcovery of a ladder, the foot 
whereot did ftand on the earth, and the top of 
it did reach heaven.. Which pointed out: both 
the perfon of Chrift, being God-man, who was 
both to ftand:om earth and reach to heaven, in 
his human and divine natures united; and al= 
fo the office of Chrift, that, as: Mediator, wasto: 
reconcile God and man, by the facrifice of him- 
felf; and fo jom heaven.and earth together, 
the moft diftant extremes; by the blood of his 
crofs. Heaven is acceflable only by afeending 
up this ladder, wz. Curis, the Lord our righs 
teoufne/s. O Sirs, it is a great word, JEHovAH 
our righteoufne/s! and it may give us honourable 
thoughts of the alone ground of juftification. 
The merit and righteoufnefs of Chrift, which 
is the alone ground of juftification, is infinite 
merit; becaufe of the eminency of the perfon, 
being God-man, Jehovah in our nature, ful- 
filling the law by his obedience to the death. 
The law violated, was but a creature; but he 
that was made fubject to it, 1s the Creator.. The 
holinefs of the obeyer, in this cafe, exceeds 
the holinefs of the law. What a noble ground 
of juftification is here? The tranfgreflor of the 
law is but a man; but the fatisfier is God-man, 
whofe obedience brings in more honour tothe 
law, than if men and angels had obeyed:for- 
ever. Hence the juftification of believersis per- 
fect; as perfect in time: as-ever it hall be in 
glory; becaufe the righteoufnefs: of Chrift, 
which is the matter of our juftification, is the 
fame forever: and perfect in every true be- 
lever, whether his faith be weak or ftrong; - 
even asathoufand pound received bya palfifi= - 
ed hand, is athoufand pound, as wellasa thou- 
fand pound received by a healthful hand. O 
the fecurity, unchangeablenefs, and perfee- 
tion of juitification! Indeed, the /en/e of jufti- 
fication is according to the degree and exercife 
of faith; but the ruth of itis according to the 
truth of faith. (Oo moiinly on oii ies 
Now, this. righteoufnefs-of -Chrift, and no 
purity, no obedience, no grace; no holinefs of 
ours, is the ground‘and cat/e of juftification.» And 
if you have gofpel purity indeed, you will ne- 
ver, if you be in your right’ fenfes; -_propofe 
this as the end of it, namely, that you may be 
juttified; for that belongs only to the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift:: dn bim fhall all the feed of Trach 
be yufified; Tia. xlv..2505 But gro). ota aw, 
2. This purity is the:frut and evidencevof ju~ 
ftification: andas we know? a treesby ‘its fruit; 
fo may we know juttificatiom by fan¢tification ; 
Shew me thy faith by thy works, Jam. ii. 18; : We 
are to fhew our faith of this righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, for-our: juftification; by our works ‘of 
purity and fanctification: \There is:nocomdemnati~ 
on to them that are in Chrif, Rom. viii. 13 «What 
is the fruit-and evidence of this? Why; they 
walk-not after, the flefh, butiafter the foirits “The 
man that is a good tree, a juftified man}: -will 
bring forth: good fruit. -;Dhes good fruit doth 
not make a:good'tree; butthesgood tree: mak- 
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eth the good fruit: fo, the fruitiof fanGifiz 
cation doth not make:a man to be juttified; 
but juftification maketha man “produce the 
good fruit of fanctification. Herein lies the 
difference between works in the new covenant 
of grace, and works in the old covenant of 
works; or herein differs legal and evangelical 
purity. Inthe gal way, work is firft; and 
then juftification thereupon: but in the go/pel 
way, juftification is firft;. -and the works fol- 
low thereupon. So, inthe old and new Sab- 
bath: The Sabbath inftituted in Paradife was 
the feventh day in order, after the fix working 
days; and was fuited to man’s flate of innocen- 
cy, and did moft properly belong to the cove- 
nant of works, which promifed life and reft, 
after perfect works of righteoufnefs wrought 
by us ;: Phe man that doth thefe things, fhall live by 
them, Rom. x.5.: But the Chriftian Sabbath is 
the firft day of the week, before our fix work- 
ing days; and fo is fitted to the new covenant, 
which promifed reft to the confcience, ina way 
of believing, and that before they do works 
of :righteoufnefs: but thefe works, and this 
righteoufnefs, do neceflarily attend and follow 
upon juftification. As the fame day that the 
waters went off from the earth, and were ga- 
thered mto the fea, the earth was adorned with 
grafts, herbs, flowers, and trees, and was fruit- 
ful, Gen. i.9; 11.; fo when the deluge of 
wrath goes off from the foul, in juftification, it is 
prefently adorned with the graces of the Spi- 
rit, and called a tree of righteoufne/s, the planting 
of the Lord, that he might be glorified. Where- 
ever a man is juftified, there alfo he is fan@i- 
fied:'and purified. If you be juftified, you will 
fhew it fo, as it may be evident to yourfelf 
and others, by your ftudy of purity. And if 


you be purified, you'will endeavour, through. 


grace, to make this dne of the ends thereof; 
and this will be your defign, that you may 
thew to others, and be convinced yourfelf, by 
having certain evidence of your being juttified: 
. for, where there is no purity at all, there is no 
evidence at all of juftification and pardon; even 
_as the body without breath is a body without 
life, Jam. ii. 20. Where there is little purity, 
there is little evidence of juftification ; where 
there is much purity, there will be the clear- 
er evidence of juftification. Though the Lord 
can, and doth fometimes, make the believer’s 
juftification evident to him, in other ways than 
by the evidence of it in fanctification; and 
though juftification is not up and down, ac- 
cording to the changes in fanctification: nay, 
yuttification is always equal, conftantly the 
fame, always perfect in the believer; like the 
fun in the firmament, always full, whatever 
waxings and weanings there may be in the 
moon of fandtification, and whatever changes 
take place im it: and he ought to be affured of 
this, even when. his purity and fan¢tification 
isiat the loweft ;. yea, like the moon, difappear- 
ing fora while outof view. Surely, he is not 
to doubt; he ought not to doubt of his juftifi- 
cation, by Chrift’s righteoufnefs imputed, be- 
caufeof the weaning of his fanctification by a 
righteoufnefs imparted: but where there is no 
imparted grace at all for fanctification, that a 
man. can either fee in himfelf, or reflect upon, 
as what he hath feen fometimes, ‘or lamented 
the want of; where there is nothing’ of ‘all 
this, I fay, there'can be no ‘comfortable: evi- 
. dence-of fanttification. ~ Try yourfelves then 
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by thefe things, and look to’ the Lord to affift 
you in the'trial. 

I fum up all this ufe of examination with 
thefe queftions: If you be wathed from your 
filthinefs;:Dafk you, Was you ever fhaken out 
of your'refuges of lies, -yourold rotten natural 
faith and good works? Have you ever been 
brought in’ to: Chrift, and made to clofe with 
him for wifdom, righteoufnets, fanctification, 
and redemption? Have you ever been begot- 
ten again toa new and lively hope, through 
faith of him ?*’Have you ever known what it 
is to have Chrift dwelling in your heart, and 
reigning in your foul, by his word and Spirit? 
Have you ever Known what it is to have faith 
working by love? And_ this'love'difcovering 
itfelf by a love and refpec to all the command- 
ments of God, and by a hatred to every falfe 
way? If you can, in the fight of God, anfwer, 
Yea to thefe queftions, then I can fay you have 
been wafhed from your filthinefs, and made 
partakers of gofpel purity: but if you be ina 
doubt about it, and at alofs what to fay, Q live 
not contentedly in.a doubtful ftate, but feek 
that the Lord would refolve your doubt, and 
that you may find'the matter refolved to you 
by the Lord himfelf. If you‘mever found any 
of thefe things, and are an abfolute ftranger 
thereto, O man, woman, who are in that cafe, 
however pure you are in your own eyes, yet 
you are not wafhed from your filthinefs: and 
while the filth of fin remains, the guilt remains 
alfo; and while the guilt'remains, the wrath 
of God abideth upon you: and therefore, as 
you regard the glory of God, and your eternal 
falvation, fly for your life out of that ftate; take 
no reft there, but go immediately to God, and 
cry earneftly to him, “ That he may pity you, 
“and purge you, and wath you, for his name’s 
“ fake.” Tell him, “ Lord, what willallthings 
“avail me, if I live and die in my fins, and 
perifh forever ?”-May the Lord himfelf di- 
rect you. | 
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There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes; 
and yetis not wafhed from their filthine/s. 


{ The; fixth Sermon on this text. ] 


‘y HE judgment of God is according'to truth; 
- and it is by the judgment of God’we ftand 
or fall. It is not what this or that man judg- 
eth us to be, or what we ourfelves imagine we 
are, that will contribute to our fafety, or bear 
us out; for we:cannot judge right, unlefs we 
judge of ourfelves according to ‘the word of 
God ; and tojudge of ourfelves thus, is to judge 
according’ as God judgeth. What’ God takes 
us to be, that we aré; but we are not always 
whiat'we take ourfelves to be’ Some take them- 
felves' to be Chriftians, wlio yet are but anti- 
chriftians. Some take themfelves to be friends 
to God; who yet are enemies: There is a gene- 
ration that are pure in their own eyes 3 and yet 1s not 
wa/hed.from their filthine/s.> > ae oe tae 
A generation'of finners, that live in fin im- 
penitently; ‘do make room for a deluge of 
wrath. * One Achan: troubles the whole cam 
of Ifrael: and what wrath then may*multi- 
tudes of finners'bring upon a church’and peo- 
ple! ‘The text fpeaks’o ESE ete, 
aps, 


ee 
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haps, multitudes of impure and unfanctified 
finners were never greater than at this day 
wherein we live;.and hence it isa day of wrath: 
for, it could never be more truly faid in any 
period, than of our day, There 1s a generation that 
are pure in their own eyes; and yet 1s mot wafhed 
from their filthine/s. 
We have already improven this doctrine in 
an ufe of information, lamentation, reproof, 
and examination; we now proceed to another. 


The fifth we that, we make of the do¢trine 
{hall be for terror to all that are not wa/hed from 
their filthine/s ; but are filthy ftill, impure full; 
were never renewed, never purified, never fanc- 
tified: but remain under the power of fin and 
corruption ;, and are utter {trangers to all that 
purity that. hitherto | have been {peaking of. 
There is ground of terror to all the wicked of 
the world, that are altogether filthy, and to e- 
levers, who are partly fo, and do not watch, 
but indulge themfelves much in impurity. 

if, This doétrine affords ground of terror 
to. the wicked, that never were wafhed from 
their filthinefs, but are going on in a courfe of 
fin, drunkennefs, whoredom, revelling, and 
all manner of immoralities. Alas, Sirs! con- 
fider how miferable you are, and are like to be. 
Look to your fad and difmal cafe in life, in 
death, and at the day of judgment. And, O 
if the Lord would awaken your confcience, fe- 
rioufly to ponder your dangerous fituation. 

[1.]. Look to and be perfuaded of it, that you 
are truly miferable in //e. And, 

1. While in that impure ftate, you are an 
utter franger to God; At that time ye were with- 
out Chrift, being aliens from the commonwealth of I/ra- 
el, and firangers from the covenant of promife, hav- 
ing no hope, and without God in the world, Eph. 
ii. 12... You are without God, the author of 
hope; without Chrift, the foundation of hope; 
without the covenant of promife, the ground 
of hope; without the grace of hope: you are 
in a hopelefs cafe, while you refufe to fly for 
refuge to the hope fet before you; to Chritt, 
for wifdom, righteoufnefs, and fanétification. 

2. You are contrary to God, and God is con- 
trary to you: your nature is contrary to God, 
and God’s nature is oppofite to you. Your 
principles, your practice, your nature, your 
aims, your mind, your affections, are all op- 
pofite to God, while you are altogether filthy. 
_,/3--Youare out of cafe for communion and fel- 
low/bip. with God. What! communion be- 
tween light and darknefs! Nay; you have 
communion and familiarity with the devil: 
The.firong man armed keeps the houfe... The whole 
world heth m,awickedne/s, in time, in the arms of 
the wicked;one. . You are, as it were, faft lul- 
led afleep in the arms of the devil. 5 
_4. You are a flave and a drudge to every lutt. 
And, alas!, what bafe degeneracy, that now 
your immortal foul is a drudge to. the devil, 
a-flave to luft, a fervant of fin, and an afloci- 
ate with the wicked! as ys ity 
_.§.. You are under the cur/e while in that fitu- 
ation.. See what a number of dreadful curfes 
you are under, rhentioned Deut. xxviii. 15,20. 
Curfed fhalt thou bein the city, and curfed fhalt thou 
be in the field. Curfed fhall be thy bafket and thy fore, 


Curjed fhall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit. of 
thy land, the increafe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
Sheep. ; Cure Shalt thou be when thou comeft m, and 
curfed fbalt thou be when thon gocft out, &e. Curt; 
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ed in your name, it {hall root;, curfed in your 
boufe, it is the habitation of the wicked ;: curf- 
ed in all your religions performances, for your pray- 
er is an abomination to the Lord; and curfed in all 
your civil actions, for the very plowing of the 
wicked 1s fin: v DAR. 

6. You are under all the difmal evils that at- 
tend this impurity; fuch as, to be abhorred of 
God, atorment to yourfelf, ufelefs in the world, 
an apoftate from God,.an object of wrath, and 
at at laft excluded from heaven. 

(1.) One evil attending this impure ftate, is, 
thatthe manisabborred; he isan object of God’s 
abhorrence, if he be filthy ftill: for, God zs of 
purer eyes than to behold imquity ; and he ‘cannot 
behold it fo asto take pleafure in the finner. 
Do you think that God can; take pleafure in a 
man who is wallowig in his fin? No;, there 
muft be a covering from the eyes of God's ho- 
linefs: and 1 know no covering and mantle 
but one of two, either the red {carlet. covering » 
of the Redeemet’s blood ; or the dark and black 
mantle of avenging wrath to eternity, to vail 
it from the eyes of the omnifcient and omni- 
potent God. v 

(2.) Another evil, befide what hath been 
mentioned, is, that this impurity 1s a torment 
to the man. So rauch defilement, fo much vex- 
ation; and the more purity, the more peace 
and inward ferenity: Great peace haverthey that 
love thy law, and nothing shall offend them; but n 
peace, faith my God, to the wicked. ‘i 

(3.) There is this evil in it alfo; this impu- 
rity makes a man w/ele/s in the world. A man 
that is wallowing in wickednefs, he 1s the 
mott ufelefs.creature in the world; that which 
the pfalmift calls altogether filthy, the apoftle 
quoting it, Rom. ili. 12. calls it altogether unpro- 
fitable ; to let us fee, that the man that;is.alto- 
gether filthy or defiled, he is.as ufelefs.as a -vel= 
fel, the naftinefs of. which is fo imeorporated 
with it, that it can never, be ufed agains: » 

(4.) This defilement makes way for apofafy. 
The man that is deftitute of. gofpel purity, is 
in a ftate wherein he is capable of total apofta/y. 
The true gold will abide. the fire; but the fur- 
nace carries off the drofs.,,The good wheat 
will abide the wind; but, the wind carries a- 
way the chaff. They altogether filthy are; They all 
afide are gone. What makes fo much defection 
and apottafy in our day? Why; men dbandom 
their profeflion, abandon their principles,grow - 
remifs in their practices, relinquith thein‘firft 
zeal, and leave their firft love: why, ‘they, are 
defiled; they are not wa/hed from their filthie/s. 

(s.) This defilement makes: way tor. wrath 
and judgment to-be poured forth: For thefe things 
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of difebe- 
dience, Col. iii. 6. .. Trouble and.anguith to eve- 
ry foul of man that doth evil; for, the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven againft all ung odlihe/manad: 
unrig bteoufne/s of man, Rom. i, 18.;Aday of wrath, 
a.day of calamity is threatened,. becaufe,of the 
impurity of the generation,) that! are not: wa/h- 


P) 


ed from their plthine/s, 4 vidoes 
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(6.), This.defilement excludes from heaven. No 
pollution can dwell in the higher houfe when, 
it began to enter, ; the author s of ‘it were caft 
down. to hell: There /hall in nowife enter into ita 
ny thing. that defileth, or that worketh abomination, or 
maketh a, lye, Rev. Xxi..27. .1sinotall this moh 
terribles. jst a eats sores tocar 2 ! 
_.[2.] As you are miferable inJife; fo you will 
be miferable at death: . then,confcience begins 
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to rore ;.for‘its black book is opened; and the 
long roll, ‘the black roll:of fins‘appear; and 
then the devil, wholulled you afleep in fin, and 
tempted you'to fin, will’ prefent the heinouf- 
nefs thereof, and tempt you to difpair. “Then 
your friends, relations, comforts, and enjoy- 
ments of the world, will /bid you an eternal 
adeu: sand'then no more offers'of Chrift, or 
grace; or falvation.’ Sin, the fting of death, 
not being taken away, death will be moft ters 
rible and: dreadful. «' When the awful meffen* 
ger approaches, with: his difmal appearance, 
armeéd with’ his mortal dart, ready in an inftatit 
toftrike through thé miferable creature, ‘with 
what'amazement will rhe poor foul be filled! 
How unwelcome'will the near approach of 
this ‘mighty conqueror’ be to the! poor finner! 
“(3X The polluted :foulwill not only be mi 
ferablevatideath, but‘alfoat the day of judgment; 
for, Chri will be revealed ifrom heaven, taking ven- 
‘ance on them who know sot God, and obeyed not the 
gopels Then the awful and final fentence will 
bepronouniced) Depart from me, ve curfed) Ah! 
terrible fentence! ‘Depart from me! Depart from 
the: chieficood and happinefs,) to be miferable 
to eternity: *In ‘this fentéence is wrapt up all 
miferysiand whati will fruftrate all the vain 
expectations of the’ wicked at that'day. If you 
fhouldfay, O' let us not go faraway: Nay; de- 
part from me, out of my fight and prefence ; and 
that is farénough to'them: for ever banifhed 
fromthe prefencerof God, the prefence of blifs. 
O! if we mutt depart, let us'depart with a ble/- 
Sing: Noy depart from me,’ ye éurfed: depart 
with the'curfe of God, the wrath and venge 
 ante’ofi God! © O! if we mutt thus depart, let 
us 90! to-a Sood place: No; depart from me, ye 
euried, unto fre’; ‘the place ‘of ‘torment, the 
place of'perdition; ‘the place of burning. O% 
if it muft be to fire, let it be but for a /hort tine: 
Nof noyidepart to everlafing fire, to dwell there 
through an‘endlefs eternity ; depart to everlatt- 
ing ‘fire; fire that ‘cannot ‘be quenched; Where 
thevorm diebh not, and the fire is not quenched. O' 
if it mufhbe fo, let us depart with good company ; 
let us‘have:fome heartfome company with us: 
No, ‘bysno*means ; depart withthe devil and 
is angels. ‘Oh! the miferable cafe of thofe who 
live and die in'their fin!’ They muft be fent 
to the devouring Tophet! to {wim for ever in 
the river‘of fire and brimftone! "Ah! dread- 
ful ftate! “ You will appear! before the judg- 
ment-featin the devil’s livery ; and muft {hare 
. of This mifery to eternity. © Incoticeivable and 
permanent mifery! hy, Saree HT 
““adly, This doctrine ‘affords ground of terror 
alfo'te believers, who,'though they are wafhed 
habitually from their filthinefs, yet ly’ under 
much ‘adfual pollution,- without due applicati- 
on to the fountain} there is ground of terror 
from’ this doctrine ‘to fuch. “Though we'can: 
Hotpreach the fame terror to them, as to the 
wicked ; and cannot faythey fhall be condemn- 
ed; or go tovhell;*or ' yet become liable to the 
curfe of the law; «yet the Lord'‘hath a rod for 
the back'of “his children: Jf ‘they break his law, 
though he pardon their fin, -yet he may take 
vengeance on their inventions. And! we are not to 
think light of the rod’of corre@tion ‘and chat 
tifement, which the Lord ‘may!ufe with’ his 
children, who are ‘unwatchful;: for there is 
fomething very terrible therein, whatever way 
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[1.] There is fomethin& very terrible dh the 
chaftifements of God,. with re{pect to temporal 
concerns. And, SETS i iParhaligh netihcead 
1. The rod. may be upon your Boz ‘in ‘fore 
ficknefs, fevers, gouts, “#ravels, tormenting 
pains fuch as thefe we read of, Detit: xxvii. 
58, §9. and Ver, '22/27. ‘The Lord may pur you 
upon the rack day and’ night, ‘with exétutian 
ing pains) and agonizing torments! Is noc this 

a dreadful rod Pos? to Slory) sity Maweseis 
+ 2. The rod may be heavy in refpett of your 
Samhes; heavy ficknefs ‘and ‘afflifions upon 
your hufband, wife, and childrén: !The Tord 
may make"your children a ‘¢rofs to you, your 
relations a burden to ‘yOu, ‘and your mof inti: 
mate friends and Cconcérns’a ‘trouble t% you. 
He may také'away the défiré of your eyes with 
a'ftroke, ‘and leave you defolate ‘and deftitute, 

This is a fore‘trial: thd | 
3. The rod’ may be’ grievous in‘refpéet’ 6f 
your name." You may be tryfted with ereat re 
proaches, and ‘be made'a by-word'amon g your 
neighbours: 'to the pfalmitt it was as a ford 
within bis bones, when he wasreproachéd, ‘This 
{word may pierce you: you'may be left to fall 
under ‘infamy ‘and difgrace.' Yes, ‘the Lord 
may fo farleave you, as'to let you‘f4ll into 
fcandalous'evils, and become a reproach to the 
Chriftian name. And is not this a heavy chaftfe- 

ment? bhp tect 

4. The rod of correction may be fore with 
re{pect to public calamities; fach as thefe'we read 
of, Ezek xiv. 21. For this faith thé’ LordGoll) How 
much’ more when I fend my four fore judgments ‘upot 
Jerufalem, the word, and the famine, and the'noifome 
beaft, and the pefitlence,'td\ cut off fron'it man and 
bea? Sword, famine; peftilence; and captivi- 
ty are heavy’ judgments. What’a terrible 
thing is the! Avord? * It! may be bathed in the 
blood, ‘and ‘fheathed in the bowels of your 
deareft' friends; and; perhaps,‘in your own 
bowels.—What a fad rod is the famine? ‘Heré- 
by tender mothers have béén made to eat their 
own children; and’mén ‘obliged’ to'eat théir 
own fingers, and the flefh of their own arm; 
one part of’ the body’ to'tmhaintain another: — 
What a dreadful rod is the peffilence? ‘See it de- 
{cribed, Pfal. xci. 3,6,10. See alfo Deut. XXVI1li. 
$9, 60, 61. What a fore chaftifement is it to be 
led away into: captivity? ' Thou mayft 'be Car- 
ried away tO aftrange land; from‘ father, mo- 
ther, friends,’ and acquaintances; where thou 
Knoweft' nota face, Deut. xxviii. 48. and: ‘to 
fears of ftill greater jadgtnents, ver. 6 5-67. 
''[2.)°The rod of correction has’ '‘fomething 

very terrible in it,’ when we view’ ta 
; : Pitt 37° } 
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“4. You, may be deited of God,'and en 6 

igo motrning without eee ‘nd thong J 

‘would give all'the world for a fight of his face 
yet 
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yet not be favoured with it. This was the-cafe 
with Job; Igo foreward, but he 1s ‘not there; back- 
ward, but I'cannot perceive him, &cte 0 that I knew 
where Iimight find bim! Job xxiii. 3,8.) 

5. You may be'brought thder ¢errors, as Job 
was; The arrows of the Almighty are within me ; the 
poifon whereof drinketh up my very Jpirit, Job vi. 4. 
Thine arrows flick faft in me, Pfal. xxxviil. 2. 

6. You may be left to defpair'and to difrach- 

on, through the'terrois of God; The terrors of 
God do fet themjelves in array againft me, Job vi. 4. 
While T fuffer thy terrors I am diffracted, faid He- 
man, Pfal. Ixxxviii. 15. 
13.) Chaftifements are terrible with refpect 
to the fears concerning your eterzal ftate. You 
may be brought to the very brink of defpair, 
as was jutt now obferved concerning Heman: 
to be-in doubts and fears about your everlaft- 
ing welfare; your hope may be peri/bed, ina 
manner, from the Lord, Lam. ii, 18. The Lord 
may carry towards you like an enemy anda 
ftranger: your fpirit may be funk, and your 
heart faint; yea, any thing but 4e//, and the 
breaking of the covenant. Yea, the Lord may even 
take a child by the neck, as it were, and fhake 
him over hell, as if he was defigning to throw 
him into the flaming lake. He may drop in 
hot wrath into the confcience, and kindle a 
little hell within him. And though all be but 
fatherly chaftifément, and in love, yet noviews 
of love may the perfon have; but apprehend 
God asan enemy, being left to this unbelieving 
fear of his vindictive wrath. God may break 
him with breach upon breach; and run upon 
‘him ‘like“an enemy. Yea, the road may be 
heavy in its nature: the ficknefs, ¢.g. may bea 
fore ficknefs ; it may be extraordinary 1n its 
‘kind, fo that you may be ready to fay, No forrow 
Tike your forrow. It may be manifold in its 
‘number; one. meflenger of evil tidings after an- 
other; breach upon breach. It may be grow- 
ing in its degrees; {till worfe and worfe. And 
it may be long in its. continuance, perhaps ; 
fo long as that you may ly under it all your 
days.—QO what ground of holy fear then hath 
even the child of God, if he be not watchful 
and circum{pect ! 


The fixth Ufe that we make of this doctrine 
thall be for con/olation to the godly, who are exer- 
cifing themfelves to. godlinefs, and. ftudents, 
actual ftudents of purity ; growing and advanc- 
ing in purity. Here 1 would lay before you, 
“1. Some marks and evidences of thofe that are 
growing in holinefs and purity. 2. Point out 
fome sound: of confolation for fuch. 

_ aft, We propofe to lay before you fome marks 
and ¢évidences of advances in holinefs, anda 
man growing in purity. aa 
- 1. Spirituahty in the intervals of duty, as well 
as in the performance of duty, is a true mark of 
growth in holinets: {pirituality between duty, 
as well as in duty. -If aman fhould feem ne 
ver fo religious in: duty, if he°gives latitude 
to himfelf in the intervals, he looks not like 
one that is growing and advancing in purity. 
Mofes’s face ‘fhined’ as much when he came 
off fromthe mount, as when’ he was on'the 
wiountsod? ei  viisorgibon ein, oii Po1ky 
_ 2. Confit with fpiritual-fins, and fpiritual evils, 
is an évidence\hereof**When a mam is helped 
to conflict againft heart-fins, which lie’ moft 
hid and remote’ from theeyes of “the world; 
and obtains fome fpiritual victory and conqueft 
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over them itis an evidence of purity. When 
the heart \rifes; with "all its ftrength, againft 
fpiritual pridéand felf, and: felf-ends, it evi- 
dences fome advances in holinefs. . - 

3. When a man “is exercifed im Jpiritual duties, 
and in internal duties of religion: not only bufi- 
ed about external duties, but efpecially is ex- 
ercifed about. thofe and the like: internal ones, 
viz. Meditation, mortification, felf-examinati- 
on, felf-refignation, felf-loathing, felfjudging, 
felf-condemnation; praying’ in the Spirit, 
watching over the heart, applying the blood 
of Chrift, the death of Chrift; applying the 
promife and the'word to his own foul: when 
it is thus with a perfon, it is an evidence of his 
making fome progrefs in purity and holinefs. 

4. When a man iscatried on to religious duties 
by /piritual principles and nternal motives: when 
a perfon is acting, from a fenfe of divine love, 
froma fenfe and defire after Chrift’s {piritual 
prefence, and from the fweetnefs and excellen- 
cy of communion and fellowfhip with a God 
in Chrift.— Thefe are fome evidences of a per- 
fon’s growing in purity and holinefs. 

2dly We proceed next to point out fome 
grounds of confolation for fuch perfons. 

‘1, The more purity you have, the more /ike 
God. And, O what comfort accrues from this, 
to be liketoGod; to be conformed totheSon of 
God! The more likenefs, the more love. The 
Lord cannot but delight. in his own image: 
He himfelf is holy; and cannot but delight in 
the holinefs and purity of his people.» : 

2. The more purity, the more ripe for bea- 
ven: you are thus made: meet for the inheri-. 
tance of the faints in light; for no*unclean 
thing can enter into the heavenly. Jerufalem. 
And what comfort arifes from this, that you 
are a candidate for the glory of the new Jeru- 
falem ! . eatiss eee 

3. The more purity the more communion and 
fellow/bip with God ; ‘He that hath my command- 
ments, and keepeth them, be ut is that loveth me; and 
he that loveth me, fhall be loved of my Father; and I 
will love him, and will manifeft myfelf tohbim. If 
any man love me, he will keep my words; and my Fa- 
ther will love bim, and we will come unto him, and 
make our aboade with him, John xiv, 21,23. The 
godly perfon, by his impurity, may greatly 
mar his fellowfhip with God; but by advanc- 
ing in holinefs, his communion is promoted. 

4. The more purity, the more communication of 
good things from him; the more holinefs you 
are poflefled of, the more will God give you: 
He will give grace and glory ; and no good thing will 
he withhold from them that walk uprightly, Pfalm 
Ixxxiv. 11. ‘When he gives this grace to walk 
uprightly, he will be till adding more: And 
every new addition of grace, and communica- 
tion of love, will make the babe of grace leap 
chearfully in the foul; for they that walk in 
the fear of the Lord, will walk in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghoft, Acts ix! 3 ti 8st AO: fod: 
«) g.-The more purity,-the-more will the truth 
and realty of all your other'graces be notified to 
you; particularly thefe three cardinal graces, 
Faith, love, and hope, 1 Cor. xiii. 13.— Faith, in 
its fincerity is hereby notified ;. for, if it be true 
faith, it will purify the heart. The man that fays 
he believes, and yet walks on in a courfe of fin, 
it fhow his faith to be but a fancyy— Love is, 
in its fincerity, notified hereby ; for, true love 
proceeds from.a pure heart: The end of the com- 
mandment, is love out of a pure beart.— Hope alfo is 

| Noti- 
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notified and made known; for, be that bath this 
hope, purifieth himfelf, even ashe is pure. «201 | 
» 6 The more purity, the more /en/e of pardon 
and: jufiication.—4 There is comfort, that your 
fanctification doth not affe& your juftification ; 
and: that failures.in purity, doth not diminifh 
your juftification.;, And asiit is the property of 
fovereign grace, that it isneither moved by any 
good in the creature; nor hindred by:any evil 
imthe creature: fo, itis the property of juftifi- 
cation, that: neither. the believer’s fins makes 
him lefsjuttified ;) nor his holinefs makes him 
more juitified. This is indeed the priyilege 
of all juftified believers: but the:more pure 
that the believeris, the more comfortable {fenfe 
ashe thereof. ._ Bah 4 con 
~ Believers, by juftification, ftand in the favour 
of God, upon the fame ground on which Chrift, 
as Mediator, ftands in his*favour; for, ‘you are 
‘accepted in the Beloved. Chrift, as’ Mediator, ‘is 
beloved for his righteoufnefs’ fake; The Lord is 
\well-pleafed for bis righteoufne/s’ fake. He is high- 
ly exalted. of God, and honoured of him, be- 
caute he gave bim/elf to be obedient unto death; even 
the deathof the crofs; »Chrift is: beloved and ac- 
cepted of God upon this ground; and you are 
accepted in him upon the fame ground. Why 
_ then)afeChrift:and: you ftand upon the fame 
bottom, upon the fame ground, confider how 
fure that ground is: furely there is no condemna- 
tion toithem that are in Chrift Fefus; no liablenefs 
to condemnation. If any will affert, that the 
believer, after all, may become liable to con- 
demnation, while: he remains in myttical uni- 
on with the Son of God, ‘which is for ever, and 
remains favoured of God, or accepted upon 
the fame ground that Chrift is, let them an- 
fwer. for the difhonourable thought that this 
imports concerning the Son of God himfelf. 
Can the ground upon which Chrift ftands, in 
the favour of God, ever fail? 


round upon which the believer ftands, in the 

wour of God, ever fail; for they ftand upon 
the fame ground, namely, the mediatory righ- 
teoufnefs, which is as: much imputed to the 
believer, as if he himfelf had, in his own per- 
fon, fulfilled it: It is reckoned to the believer, 
as if he himfelf had, in his:own perfon, fatif- 
fied divine juftice, and fulfilled the divine law: 
And: hence, whatever can be faid of the hap- 
pinefs of the faints now in heaven, in point of 
fecurity from vindictive wrath; Ifay not his 
holine/s, but his happime/s; inthis refpect, the 
fame may be afferted of the believer on earth, 
in point of juftification. 
» “ Why then, fay you, the believer may doas 
*“he pleafeth, and fin as he lifteth; for there is 
“no fear of him.”, The world, truly, miftakes 
matters, with refpect to'the true believer, A 
carnal heart, never. renewed by grace, may in- 
deed deliberately argue thus; “ If I was fecure 
“as to that event, viz. that I would never go 
“<to-hell, but fhall infallibly be brought to 
“heaven, then I would drink; : and debauch, 
“ and:fin, as I pleafe.! Such a difpofition, and 
way of talking, is veryagreeable to aman that 
is:in a carnal. natural ftate; but-it-is crofs to 
the very nature of a believer. And, if any fay 
they are believers, and ‘yet would. ufe that doc- 
trine of grace at, this rate; .why, their very 
fpeech bewrays them, and fays they are not 
believers: becaufe »no, believer,:as a believer, 
can fay.fo, NSW 4 
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Nay; ‘it were: 
blafphemy fo to imagine: ‘Neither: can: the 


* The reader may fee this point of doétrine co jail handled, by confulting Vol. I, Serm. VIIT. 
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+ Butitmay poflibly be urged,May not. the cor- 
rupt part of. the believer fay:{o? Yea; and if it 
do, it fhall be deftroyed for fo faying: for that 
which defileth the temple of God, that will God de- 
roy. lf the old man of corruption thus defile 
God’s. temple, .God will deftroy that old man ; 
he-will dettroy it.with the fire of his vindictive 
wrath and vengeance:. for the old man of fin 
in the believer, may indeed. |by.faid to be un- 
der the law; and fhall be condemned. Though 
the believer, ‘ashe is a believer, is ever. freed 
from condemnation; yet ‘his fin and corrupti- 
on is,-and hall be condemned ;.and God takes. 
many ways.to do that: yetfoaswvindictive wrath’ 
fhall never touch the:perfon of the believer in 
Chrift..»: hos | . iA ‘tag 

But let us take the believer ‘at him/elf, and 
fee if this be confiftent with the: grain of the 
child of God.. Your fin is pardoned; therefore, 
goand take your fill of fin. God hath deliver- 
ed you from hell; therefore, go and. walk in 
the way of hell. God hath loved you with an 
everlafting love; therefore, vent your enmity 
again{t God to the uttermoft. He a¢ts like a 
God of love to you; therefore, a¢t you like a 
devil againft ‘him. God will honour.you with 
the enjoyment of himfelf for. ever in. heaven; 
therefore, go your way and difhonour him as 
you can. Oh! no, no. Such expreflious would 
offend the generation of the righteous, and. of true. be- 
hevers: it would make the hairs of their head 
to ftand, if we may. be allowed. the expreffion, 
and their bowels to tremble; for.the quite. con- 
trary is ingrained in their new nature; Shall 
we thus requite the Lord? Shall we render hatred 
for love. * 

The more fenfe of juftification, the more pu- 
rity;and the more purity, the more fenfe of 
juftification: and yet neither your purity or 
fanctification, nor failing therein, doth. influ- 
ence your juftification, or affect it; for it re- 
mains ftill perfect, and invariably the fame.— 
So much for an ufe of confolation tothe godly. 
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There is a.generation that are pure in their own eyes ; 
and yet.1s not wafhed from their filthine/s. 


[ The feventh Sermon on this text: 7} 


- we knew what a pure and holy.God. we 
have to do with, our own impurity would 
be hateful to us. God as of purer eges:than that. be 
can behold iniquity + we are of fuch,impure.eyes, 
that ‘we cannot behold his purity... Yea, though: 
our eyes were purer than they.are;. yet God is’ 
fo perfect, that we cannot fee his perfection? 
even as the fun is fo bright, that we-cannot fee 
the brightnefs of it.,.;But -as. the ftronger the 
eye, thecbetter fight williit get of the fun; fo, 
the purer the foul is, the more clearly will it 
fee the holinefs and purity of God: Bleed are 
the pure, for they fhall. fee God. O! what is the 
reafon, that God, is:fo little feen, and is fo far 
out of fight, with the generation? Why, the 
generation is impureand defiled ;, and what agra- 
vates the matter prodigioufly, is, they do not 
know fo much: Dhéreis:a generation that are 
pure in their own eyes /and yetis\not wafhed from 
their filtbinefs.o 20.8 iffeakeay, 
»/Weyhave jalready . 
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“Co pagitys it only remains now; that; we-eoncltide 
the | fubjeé,s with a particular! addiiefs;to, the 

Conticicncey. ah soe soret 24 Sissi reo 


b hoe) Pia.) \qartodly: diskist ort 
«| The arab eis thereforestlidn weimake of 


the:dogttine, its on jexbortatiom and direcivon. 1s 
it fo; ds hasbeen faid,; that:go/pel- purityrct| favex= 
cellentra: thing 's\/Fhien let meexhort yous im the 
words of; the yprdphet; Ma/h.you,: make youclean, 
Ifa,icr6, Ofeekito.be.wathed and purifeddrom: 
your filthinefs,.oSeekito be partakers ofthis) 
gofpel purity and. holinefs.: I ;haveralready: 
preached: féveral |fermons upon, this! one, doc- 
taiimey and they may not only; be fo many wit- 
nefies;. that the doctrine welinculcate, isa doc- 
trine according to godline/s, tending to advance) 
liolinéfs, and snot-to! imcourageé, licenneufnets, 


letiréproachers day what-they:will; but they: 
mayibefo many witnefles again{l a polluted ge- 


neretion,» that nextheraré-wafhed fromstheir fil- 
thinéfsynorshaye any: defite to be wafhed; but 
are filthy ftir hovel: bow . BH 
/ ketime :now exhort, both the wicked'to:feek: 
afte# purity, And the godly toifeck afterimore: 
of ati | As we havealready infifted fo/long up-' 
ot: the applicatory part, Dfhalk:put both :thefe 
together for gainmg of time. \And to inforce 
the exhortation)) we fall, 1 x:Adduce fome mo- 
tHadeso v2. Offer fome direchonsat: ' 1 “09 

st fy By way. ofimotive to thesftudy of -purity, 
cbnfider, thatthis go{pel purity eminently.tends 
torthe followin g:things..1.. The glory of God. 
2,.;;the honour of Chrifi>:3. Theveredit of the 
gofpel. 4... They good.of bothsourfelves and 
Oblrens.. i piiak OW | 

[1.] This gofpel purity and holinefsemi- 
nently. tends! torthesglory of God. « Andat:cannot 
fail to:do:{o;:an: regard: God himfelf is: holy: 
holinefs.is an effential quality of his nature; 
impurity isthe very reverfe thereof: fin.is that 
abominable. thing which his, foul bates... The more 
impurity that there is:im the world, the more’ 
is God. difhonoured; bus the more purity and’ 
holinefs, the more is he glorified. As impu- 
rity is an open difhonour done to God; fo ex- 
ternal purity 1s a glorifying of God before the 
world: therefore fays our Lord, Hereby is my 
Father glorified, that you bear much fruit. And he 
pofitively injoitis, that we fhould make our hebt 
Jo to fhime before men, that.they feeing our good works 
may glorify qur heavenly Father. 

Further, This gofpel purity tends to the 
glory of God, im.as much as it is the'end of 
Gureledtion ;; for; he hath cho/en us in him that. we 
Sequld be: holy and without blame. He Nath called 
us:hereunto;; for, he hath mot called us unto. un- 
cleaune/3, but ‘unto holine/s...1t,1s,agreeable to his 
will; for, this as the will of God, even your fanctifi- 
cation. -\t 1s the -hivery.im which; his fervants 
ferve him); for, they ferve him in the beauty 
of :boline/s. »:1t 1s ebedience-to his;commands,, be: 
caufe it is written, Be ye holy, for Lamboly:: and» 
agdin,y Bé wepenfect as your Father whichis, in:bea-) 
wen, is: perfect. vis the badgé and. Jpotiof his:chil- 


dnén;; fox} oline/s becometh his:boufe for evervo— 4% 
qn thefé;and, many. other refpects, gofpel: - 
punity, tends ‘to:the; promogion of God's! glory. 


Wibys in: oné, word, the greet. and:wtimate end of; 


-gofpel puxity.is juft this, that whatever ye doy 
do.all.to thesglory.of God., -And this.isoné:of the! 


great marks and, characteriftics, whereby, it is: 


diftinguifhed from the fineft painted hypocrify.. 


- But; perhaps;fome may be.readly to fay; How 
Shall Dhnow ifthe gloryof God: be my greatiend in 
my purity and holine/s, and all that I do? 


sf 
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ik contefs, thisds the-great»queftion thati de- 
termines. the .controverfy between. two great 
competitors, the’onela pretender, the other a 
lawtul dovereign; viz. whether Se/f, or the great 
Fehovah, be the God:to whom the devotion of 
our purity 1s paid; whether God or Self be our 
ultimate end. I {hall offer a few thoughts:in 


an{wer to the queftion. © 1° ¢ ) i p70v0) 
is ‘The man that: intirely:acts for the ‘glory, 
of God, inthe ftudy of purity, he can trample 
upon his own bappine/s, when it comes in:com-= 
petition'with the glory of God: he fees! this to 
be dfymore worth than a thoufand heavens; 
and therefore,’ the felf-denied: believer, before 
the.glory of God -fhould fuffer, would,’ ina 
manner, venture his all, thougimthe venturd 
would never’ be t6 his: lofs. ) Blot'me out of thy 
book, fays Mofes. |.det me be accursed, faith Paul. 
Why, the thing that prompted them to this; 
was zeal /for'the glory of Godi\ 3. es... os 
») Qa Ifthe glory of God belyour great end, in. 
the ftudy of holinefs;, and all you do, all your 
duties, then your defire: will!.be to wait onthe . 
Lord in times of abfence, as well.as in times of 
prefence. Out ‘of the: deeps will you ‘cry to. 
God; and out of therbelly of hell will yowlook 
again to-his holy temple... / wall wait uponithe 
Lord, \that hideth himfelf from the houfe of Facob; and 
will look\ for him, UMaewitte 17. - When felfi hath 
no.encouragement in its hand,,,even then ta 
glorify God, by waiting on him obedientially; 
evidences that the glory of God is the end:aim- . 
ed. at;-;even when the foul is content to live 
by faith, when fenfe is gone. UeaHiep 
3. When. one hath.God’s glory for his end, 
in the ftudy of sholinefs, then the more affurance 
he hath of the love ‘of God ‘in'Chrift, the more 
earneft is he in the purfwit. ef purity and holi- 
nefs.;;As he grows.in God’s favour, fo wilkhe 
grow in likenefs to. God. Affurance will not 
make him /lothful in bufine/s,' but fervent in fpirit; 
Jerving the Lord. \t is.otherwife with the felfith 
hypocrite; his..falfe affurance weakens: his 
hand; and flackens his diligence in duty: be- 
caufe he thinks his: ftate fecure, he takes his 
nap. Why, fo far the glory of God is not his 
end, but felf-love.. Something’ of this .may 
take place indeed in the believer: ’ but I fpeak 
of the natural fruit of his affurance; and:efpe- 
cially the more clear it is, the more earneft will 
he be in the purfuit of holinefs, and: the more 
diligent in the Lord’s work, knowing that hes 
labour fhall not be in vam in the Lords = 
4. If the glory of God be your great end, in 
feeking after gofpel purity, then you will have © 
a conftant conflict with felf: you will find felf 
creeping in, and intruding itfelf into all duties; 
into your prayers, hearing, reading, praifing, 
communicating} ‘Gc. It will be a burden:to 
you ::O wretched man that Lam! who fball deliver 
mefrom this body of fin and death? - The flefh lufteth 
againft ithe fpiri, ‘and the /pirit againft the flefh ; and 
thefetavovare' contrary the one to the other — O there- 
fore: ftudy: holinefs, feek after gofpel purity, 
bécamferit fo muchi tends tothe glory of God. 
hf'2.JoConfider, for motive to feek after this’ 
gofpek purity; - that it greatly tends to the ho- ~ 
noun ofChrif. Chrift’s errand into the world was. 
tofave :finners’ from their impurity and “fin; 
He came‘to feck and fave that which was loft + and to 
Jiniflx tranfgreffiony cand make ‘an end of fim, He fhed 
his:precious blood tobe laver for wafhing a- 
way-all:/filthinefsvofi-the flefh and {pirit ; for, 
his blood cleanfeth from all fin: and he fufered with= 


out 
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out: the: gate that, he might fanctify the perples: The 
more purity and holinefs that abounds:in: the 
world, the, more\dath ,Chritt ee: of the travel of 
his Soul and is fatasfiedo The more impurity that 
prevails,,the: more jis; his blood trampled up- 
on; butithe; more purity thatotakes:place, the 
more-is the virtue and eflicacy'of-hisiblood ma- 
nifefted;, and confequently;he the:more ho- 
noured.), The impure\perfon is.a.difhonour to 
Chrift; but the holy. man. bears a) refemblance 
to-him,.and fo puts honor. upon bina.\\ 10) 
- Rurther, That .gofpel purity, Vwhereversdt 
takes place, tends; mightily tothe, honour of 
Chrift, will appear if we confideri;the follow- 
ing patticularssienilod ios yiisng.sco/\ognsys 
4.) This gofpel purity sis juft, an, imitation. of 
Chrift as an example; for; be gave: us an ext 
ample, that we /bould: follow his fleps. Ibis an 
anfwering of the defign:of that:copy,! ‘pattern; 
and,example which :he fet!béfore:tiss sit isia 
following of the Lamb \whitherfoever he |fo- 
eth; a cleaving to: him in tribulation and.ad- 
verlity, aswell as in: profperity:) inc 63: roy 
2. Becaufe it flows from Jove ‘to Chrifty and 
an high eftimation of him:!I fay, this purity 
flows from love:te him, And:thofe who love 
this ‘purity, however unholy. they fee them- 
felves to be, they love him the better,on account 
of the holy pattern he has given them; the 
better, that he was oly, hbarmle/s, undefiled, and 
Separated from finners, Itis a good fign. of fome 
gofpel holinefs, when the foul can fay, he loves 
God, becaufe he is:a holy God; and loves Chrift; 
becaufe he is a holy Chrift..: This: purity flows 
from an high eftimation of Chrift, whatever 
thofe who havé:it may lofe for his fake, and 
for cleaving to his truth,.caufe;;and way, ‘in 
purfuit thereof. ' Itis a good fign of gofpel pu- 
rity when a man is loofing his honour, credit, 
riches, wealth, and outward. advantages for 
Ghrift, and yet retains an high efteem of him: 
fuch a'man is felling all for Chrift, the ‘pearl of 
great price; and efteeming-the reproach: of Chrift 
greater riches than all. the treafures of Lgypt. He 
hath the glory and honour, of.Chrift in view, 
and wants to promote it. 
3. This gofpel purity tends to the honour of 
Chrift, becaufe in the ftudy and purfuit of it, 
.the foul defires nothing more than perfect con- 
jormity to him, and full enjoyment of him. 
The breathings of the foul, under the influ- 
ence of this gofpel purity, are, “ O to have that 
which is in part done away! O to be like unto 
him in humility, patience, zeal, and unblam- 
ablenefs! Oto be like him in holinefs, and to 
fee him as he is!” “ 
4. This purity tends to the horfour of Chritt, 
becaufe all the believer’s efforts, in profecution 
of it, are in a dependance on Chrift’s ftrength : 
We are not fufficient of ourfelves, to think any thing as 
of ourfelves; but our fufficiency 1s of God. When I am 
weak, then am I firong. J can doall things through 
pegencens tb cuing me. And fo the believer fub- 
{feribes, with heart and hand, to the truth of 
thefe blefled words, that proceeded. out of his 
mouth, John xv. 5. For without me ye can do no- 
_ thing. And to that precious promife, 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
My grace is fufficient for thee ; for my flrength is made 
perfect in thy mweaknefs, — 6 cs | 
_ 5. This purity tends. to Chrift’s honour, be- 
caufe that, in profecution thereof, and the du- 


tiesthat advance it, nothing {hort of Chr. iff bimfelf 


-will fatisfy the believer. _The man can diftin- 


guith between Chrift in a duty, and liberty ors, 
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aframe induty; between Chrift ib prayer,and 
aframe in prayer. The hypocrite, if he gets 
the frame,>there he refts content, without any 
other Chrift: but the believer, though he loves 
a good:frame,! and defires' liberty in duty, as 
the chatiorincwhich'Chrift is conveyed to his 
foul ;,yetyhe will not fatisfy himfelf with the 
chariot, if Chrift be not therein. “ O, fays he, 
“it is not a frame only, but Chrift that lam 
“ deeking; and Chrift'that I muft have! Give 
“ome: Chrift, cor elfe’I die!” ‘To be content 
with>any .enjoyment, temporal or fpiritual, 
without Chriftjds felfith; and derogating from 
the glory of ‘@hrift, which is theultimate end. 

6. This: gofpel purity tends to the honourof 
Chrift,:in as much asthe ftudents of holinefs 
wrap. up all their Aoly duties in the robe of his 
perfett-righteoufne/s: They fee and are perfuad- 
ed» that: their moft holy duties cannot juftify 
them:before a holy God; and therefore they 
caft all:their tears, prayers, and duties into the 
ocean of Ghrift’s infinite merit and there they 


dyethem red in the precious blood of theLamb, 


that they may fly up to heaven with acceptance, 
in pillars of fmoke, perfumed with the fweet 
odour of his facrifice unto the death. 

Many other things might here be added to 
inforce this motive ; {uch as, the predeftinated 
conformity of the fubjects of this fanctity to 
Chrift, Rom. viii. 29:;) the famenefs of mind 
in them. that was in Chrift, Phil. il, §.§ with 
other:particulars: but we infift not.—Let this 
motive have weight with you to ftudy purity, 
that it tends fo much to the honour of Chrift. 

[3.] Confider, by way of motive, that as pu- 
rity greatly tends to the glory of God, and the 
honourof Chrift; fo alfoto the credit of the gofpel. 
Impurity brings a reproach on religion: and 
an unholy profeffor is a difcredit to the Chri- 
{tian name. Nothing can bring a greater fe- 
proach upon the gofpel of Chrift, than the im- 
moral lives of its’ profeflors. The very ‘end 
and defign of the gofpelisto promote holinefs 


and fanctification; and when purity and holi- 


nef{s does not take place, it is an evidence the 
gofpel is doing little good ; and thefe who pro- 
fefs it arc a diferedit unto it. The gofpel re- 
velation of the grace of God was defigned to 
teach men to deny ungodline/s and worldly lufis,and to 
live faberly, righteoufly, and godly. And it ought 
to be the ftudy of all who hear it, to evidence, 
by their holy deportment, that it hath come to 
them, not in word only, but in demonffration of the 
Spirit, and with power. Hereby the  profeflors 
of the gofpel will be a credit thereto. 
Further, That.purity will tend to the credit 
of the gofpel, will be evident, if it is confider- 
ed, that this evangelical purity is, 1. The pu- 


rity of fuch as are in a gofpel fate. 2. Purity 


that flows from gofpel principles. 3. Purity 
that is influenced by gofpel motives. 4. Pu- 
rity that is directed to a gofpel end. 

_1.-This holinefs and purity is for the credit 
of the gofpel, in as much as it is the purity of 
fuch only as arein\a go/pel fate. ‘For, as it is 
only’a good tree.that brings forth good fruit ; 
fo, none but the true believer, that is in a good 
ftate, can bring: forth:the fruits of true holi- 
nefs. By a gofpel ftate, I underftand a fpiritual 
{tate, a ftate of union to Chrift, a juftified ftate, 
an adopted ftate, a renewed ftate: without this 
no-righr fanctity, novevangelical purity. 
_.2. Itis purity that flows from go/pel principles. 
The proud. legalift’s fanctity flows from. legal 
I “Ab ND itp: (CRA E Pit. 
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principles, the principles of his own inherent 
ftrength, felf-fufficiency, and: thecikes but 
gofpel purity flows from gofpel principles: The 
believer’s holy duties .are: pertormed!.in othe 


ftrength, of gofpel grace) promiufedigrace; the 


ftrength of Chrift laid hold onybptfaith: Hav 
ing thefe promifes, dearly:beloved, Jet us| clean/e ours 
Jelves from all filthinefs of the flefh\and\/pirit,2 Gor 
Vil. 1. (O- Osh & Jom és 3 

3. This purity is influenced by wo/pelimotives. 
The greateft go{pel motive of the believer's ho- 
linefs, is the will of Godin Chrift, -amd: the 
love of God in Chrifti++'The will of> God 
in Chrift, through whom the will of God is 
conveyed, he being the channel iof, divine.au- 
thority) whereas, the legalift’s motive to holi- 
nefs is the will: of an abfolute God, :God con- 
fidered as Greator, out of Chrift asRedeemer.— 
The Jove of, God, in Chrift,and the ‘believer's 
love to a God in Chrift},is alfo.the great ‘gofpel 
motive to holinefs; and not flavifhifear of the 
threatenings, and of hell, nor the dnercenary 
hopes of heaven and happinefs, which are the 
motives that legalifts are acted bys: yori) 15 

4. This gofpel purity is. directed toa go/pel 
end. The believer’s.end in this purity is not 
to obtain life, to procure pardon, and merit the 
enjoyment of God; but/to,evidence his grati- 
tude to that God who hath provided all thefe 
valuable bleffings treely:tohim. The end of 
this purity is not to fatisfy confcience, appeafe 
wrath, or the like; but to glorify a God in 
Chrift, and exprefs our thankfulnefs to him 
for Chrift, his unfpeakable gift, and all {piri- 
tual bleflings in and with him. 

From thefe, and the like confiderations, ‘it 
is evident, that this purity is for the credit 
of the gofpel. Let them, therefore, have their 
proper weight with you, to excite you to prefs 
after holinefs, and to be actual ftudents of gof- 
pel purity. 


[4.] In order to excite to the ftudy of holinefs. 


and purity, let it be confidered, that it greatly 
tends both to our own good, and that of others. 


1. Confider how much this purity and ho- ° 


- linefs tends to your own good and advantage, in 
order to influence you to be ftudents of it. A 
variety of particulars might here be taken no- 
tice of; but we thall ftudy brevity.—Confider, 
that the more of this evangelical purity you 
have, the more will God give to you; for, the 
Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing 
will be withhold from them that walk uprightly, Pfal. 
lxxxiv. 11.— The more of this purity, the more 
joy and comfort will you have. It will make you 
walk to heaven comfortably. In the path of 
holinefs you will {till fee more and more of 
the love of God; which will make your fouls 


to rejoice, and you to walk in the ways. of the. 


Lord with chearfulnefs: for, they that walk in 
the fear of the Lord, walk in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghof, Acts ix. 31.— The more gofpel purity, 
the more zntimate acquaintance with God’s fecrets ; 
for, the fecret of the Lord 1s with them that fear bum, 
and he will /bew them his covenant, Pal, xxv. 14.— 
The more evangelical purity, the more plea/ure 
and delight will you take in the duties of reli- 
gion, and the more acceptable will your fervices 
be to God: He will purify the fons of Levi; then 
Shall the offerings of Fudah and Ferufalem be pleafant 


to the Lord; Mal. ili. 3, 4. — The more of purity, 


the more boldne/s and courage will -you have in 
_the work and caufe of God; for, the righteous is 
bold as a lon. It will inflame your zeal againft 
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fin, and«for Goody! It\willsmake»youstram ple 
od: teneptations to! fin pofaying, with: Jofephy 
‘ine fhall\K do this great wiekednefs, ana ‘fn. aguimp 
God? \ It nyill nvake you contemn ‘and defpife 
allidangers;irdther than: {tain your ‘purity by 
finfulscompliances’;’ as Ezra, Nehemiah, Des 
niet, ‘the threeichildren; ‘and many others didi 
—Ima:word;the more ofthis gofpel purity you 
have, the more /¢How/hip with Ged herejiand 
the meeter forthe enjoyment of him hereafter} 
for, bleffed are'the' pure in heart; and life; forthey 
Jhallsfee Godj/Mat: v.8:——Let thefe particulars 
have'their proper influence upon you} to prefs 
you! on to'furtherand higher degrees of this 
evangelical purity and holinefsi))\ Taq 31) 
‘\o2uolm order ‘to excite you to the ftudy of-pu- 
rity;sconfider likewife thejtendency it:hathite 
the good and\advantage of orhers.—Whyy; the 
more ‘gof{pelpurity, the greater flock you have; 
and thericher ofthis grace you are; the more 
will it tend-to the denefit of your friendsand’ac- 
quaintances, and to your neighbours around 
you; as your holy walk)may induce them to - 
the: practice of it—The more holy youare,and 
thericher in gofpel purity, the greater influence 
will your holinefs have in making the wicked 
ftand in aweto fin, and- keeping them uback 
from. difhonouring God; nay, exciting them 
to a profeflion of religion, and fomething of 
the practice of duty. You fee what influence 
this way the fanctity and holinefs of godlyJo- 
fhua, and his co-temporary elders, had upon 
the children‘of Hrael, Judges ii/ 7. And what 
influence Jehoiadah’s fanétity had upon Joath, 
king of Judah, 2 Chron. xxiv. 2i++Nay, further, 
confider that eminenc¢y of purity is formetimes 
a blefled mean to recommend thé ways’ Of God 
and religion ‘to fuch as are flrangers theretb$ 
For, what knoweft thou, O wife, whether thow /halt 
fave thy husband? Or, how knoweft thou, O matt, 
whether thou fhalt fave thy wife? 1 Cor. vii. 16. 
See 1 Pet. il. 1, 2,— Befidés, eminency in ‘gof- 
pel purity tends to ward of judgments, or protract 
them from falling on perfonsiand places where | 
the godly live: accordingly the Lord declares 
to Abraham, that if there was found in Sodom 
but ten righteous perfons, he would not deftroy it for 
their Jake, Gen. xxxviii. 32. Nay, the amazing 
conflagration was not kindled upon Sodom fo 
long as righteous Lot lingered in it: Auf thee, 
faith the Lord to Lot; haf thee thither, {name~ 
ly, to Zoar;| for I cannot do any thing till thow be 
come thither, Gen. xix. 22. And prefently, upon 
Lot’s departure out of it, the flames of hell from 
heaven.began to burn upon the ‘cities of the. 
plain; as you fee in the following verfes,—: 
Sometimes this gofpel purity tends to draw 
down blefings on perfons and places where the 
godly live: accordingly we find, that she Lord 
bleffed the Egyptian’s. houfe, [viz. Potipher,] and all . 
that he had, both in the houfe and in the field, for .Fo- 
JSeph’s fake, Gen. xxxix. 5. Nay, Pharaoh’s famie 
ly, court, and all the land of Egypt, were blef 
fed for Jofeph’s fake: for, while wafting fa- 
mine {pread devaftation among the furround+ 
ing nations, there was plenty in the land of 
Egypt. Were not temporal ftrokes averted, 
and bleffings, for a time, beftowed on Babylon, 
while the captives of Zion were in it? And 
therefore the prophet exhorts them, To feck the 
peace of the city, and to pray tothe Lord for it, Jer. 
xxix. 7.— A candle, you know, enlightens a 
room; butthe fun enlightens a world: fo, the 
more eminent you are in purity and holinefs, 
3 , . r= O the 
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the brighter doth yourvamp buin,and thé mote 
Peace doth the: he bn cibreoP iin’. Foun 
the Baptittwas eAtiment in holinefs} and hence 
we havélthat teftimony of our Lord concerning 
hita, wamely, that Bexar aburiing and foming 
hight, Johi'v. 3¥.) Atid that coricérning the dif 
ciples, Ye are the lebts of the? world; Mat:'vo tA: 
That is;would our Lord fay, not only‘by your 
dotiriné, as Mainitters ;\but by your parity and 
bolineft, as Chriftians and faints. ‘ Nor is ‘it to 
difeiples only} but'to all, that our divirie Teach® 
er,*cote ‘from:God)addrefles himfelf 7A that 
interéfing aditonition,“ver. 16) Let your hehe 
P fhitte before inén, that they tay [ee jour good works, 
ands torify your FdiheP which is in beaveni Nay, 
whaegP Rihould fay, that by'your purity and 
hélinefs you! Maly qnekéase the’ joy OF men and 
angelbin heavens and if fo, the ¢reater degree 
of this purity you attain, the greater tendency 
it will'have this %way~ "Why, this-holinefsand 
purity tends to;‘and}through ‘the'blefling ‘of 
God, is'a mean’ of ‘the convérfon of inners from 
‘the error and evil of their way, James'v¥: P9,'20! 
And the converfion, or repentance of one finner,or one 
lott theep; affords’ joy ti heaven'to-the inhabi- 
tants’of the celeftial -mdnfions, Luke xv. 7, 10. 
- Frotn all whicit it\is'evidenty what tendency 
this evgngelical purity hath to the ood of o- 
thers; 4nd that’ the ‘higher meafures thereof 
you have, ‘the ‘seater ‘tendency it will have 


this way. Let thistmotive; therefore, ferve'to. 


excite you to prefs after further and higher de- 
grees there. ‘ FAAP RGRNL Pe 
2ily, We propofed to’conclude this ufe of éx- 
hortation by giving fome direétions:''We might 
here, 1. Offer you fome general directions how 
to attain this gofpel purity.’ 2)Some more pur- 
ticular directions how’ to wiaintain' it?’ “ 

[re] The veneral directions we offer for attain- 
ing this gofpel purity, are thefé following. 

1. If you would attain this gofpel purity, O 
labour to be fenfible of your abfolute impotency, 
«weakne/s, and inability for the duties of religion: 
be convinced of ‘your natural impotency, and 
moral impotency: be perfuaded that you 
are altogether without ftrength; and that if 
God would give 'you a heaven,.~a paradife, a 
Chrift for one thought, you could not com- 
mand it; no: Of ourfelves; as of ourfelves, faith 
the’apoftle, even though ‘converted, we cannot 
think any thing, 2 Cor. iii. ¢. T-warrant you, Paul 
wasa better philofopherthanmany now-a-days, 
pretending to great things: no doubt he knew 
that the foul was: ever thinking ; and yet, faith 
he, one thought I cannot command; 1 cannot bring 
it forth, till the almighty grace of God do it. 
Let people talk of man’s power as they will; 

‘and lay afide the Bible, which is full of argu- 
ment to the contrary; I'am fure, if they have 
any experience under heaven, they will find 
they want power to perform many thoufand 
duties which God hath called them to praétife. 
The Arminians are fo far convinced of this, 
that they are driven to feveral fhifts; and talk 
of a remote power, and not an immediate power 
to fome things. It is plain, that man, by na- 
ture, is without frength ; and it is exprefs {crip- 
ture, Without me ye can do nothing, John xv.5. It is 
faid tothe difciples, already ina ftate of grace, 
that without him they can do nothing; much more 
may it be faid of alt the unconverted. Be fen- 
fible of this then, that you cannot believe, you 
cannot repent, you cannot pray, you cannot 
mortify fin of yourfelves. ‘And this impoten- 
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cy is not dAly'aimere Wafie! oF power, “but d 
wantldf will: it 13a Cuter thoraldiaipoteney; 
a willful imporeney,itioml? lo shu odicas voy 

2. Seek regeneration! Tf you benot beed trees. 
you amd? Briss forth Fodd Ayiits 5 


A Pay 


Spirit within ine, Pfalm Ny to. ‘ 
“°3. Make and keep''friendthip with the Holy 
Ghoji, 1f'you would attain ‘this! g6fpel purity 
he ‘is not only ‘called ‘holy, \ becaute of his ¢/enti- 
al holinefs ; for thus the'Fatheér is'the holy Spi- 
rit, and the Son is the holy Spirit: but'he is 
called Holy alfo for his office; ‘becauife at is his 
{pecial work to make‘people holy. 'Béat'friend= 
fhip with the Holy Ghott: do not quench him’; 
do' not grieve him; do not reff hitn; “do not 
rebel againft him; do not with/laid him in his 
motions, Gc. Beware, left by thefe, or any 
fuch means, the Holy Ghoft and you be fet at 
odds. O Sirs, fhould you not Jive nedr him 
who can make you holy? AIOE BOUT 
[2.] The particular directions } would’ offer, €- 
{pecially with refpect to the maintaining of this 
gofpel purity, I fhall fum upin thefe two'gene 


rals, wz. 1. Rightly to ufe the rule of -gofpel 


purity. 2. Diligently to ply the means thereof. 

Direc?. 1. In order to the maintaining of gol- 
pel purity, rightly ufe the ‘wie of it. ‘The rule 
of itis the Law. If itis afked, How are we to 
ufe this rule? We might reply, You are to ufe it 
Jairly and evangelically. 

'(1.) You are to ufe this rule fairly. If the 
law do its proper work upon you, Sirs, it will 
drive you to the gofpel asa remedy ; and if the 
gofpel deal favingly with you, it will lead you 
to the law asa rule: but many mifplace this 
rule, and do not ufe it fairly. 

1. Some judge of themfelves by the half of 
the law, and not by the whole? they love one 
part of the law, but not another; and'they are 
fure to look to that part of the law, that they 
think makes for them, and overlook that part 
that makes againft them but this is not fair 
dealing; for people are to judge themfelves by 
the whole of it. It was the falfe mother that | 
was for dividing the child: fo, the falfe Chri- 
ftian is for dividing one part of the law from 
another: > *' ar As. 

2. Some again judge themfelves by the cut- 


jide of the law, and not the ifide thereof; by 


the letter, and not bythe fpirit of it. This was | 
the error of the man who ‘aid, Al/ thefe things 
have Idone_from my youth up. He did not confider 
the infide and {pirituality of the law, other- 
wife he would have cried out, ‘with David, 7 
have feen an end of all perfection ; but thy command- 
ment 1s exceeding broad: it reaches the thoughts ee 7 
: mer 
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the heart,.as. well, as the.,actions of, the life. 
And therefore, ye do, not ufe it fairly, unlefs 


you make ufe of the.infide as well,as the: out- 
fide; both fides, of the law... i» . 


f aie 


corrupt, faneye oo) vonisn ba 

4. Others,again, they. jufi/ themfelves be- 
fore they apply the rule, but do, not apply the 
rule before they juftify,themfelves:, "They have 
a good opinion of themfelves;, they, are deter- 
mined already about their ftate, before they 
come to the rule: they are fettled on their lees, 
and fo cannot believe. a word that the law fays 
againft them, becaufe they,juftify. themfelves 
before they apply.the rule... This. is not a.fair 
ufing of the law: let us ufe it fairly, and look 
on it, not as many.do, as a fountain of juftificate- 
on, but as the rule of action,, And this leads me, 

(2.) To the other particular, viz..to ufe the 
rule of gofpel purity evangelically. . It may pot- 
fibly be afked, How /hall we uje the rule evange- 
lically 2. To this we reply, in the following par- 
ticulars. . 

1. If you would ufe the law in a gofpel man- 
ner, attempt not obedience to it im your own 
ftrength. Under the, covenant of works, in- 
deed, we were to obey by the ftrength of in- 
herent grace: But now. we are called to lay 
hold on Chrift, as our ftrength; and to obey 
by the ftrength of derived grace aflifting us. 

2. If you would ufe the law ina gofpel man- 
ner, feek not peace by your obedience and fanc- 
tity: when you have done all you can, even 
through grace, you muft go out of your own 
obedience to the obedience of another for peace. 
Believers themfelves are often-times tickled 
with their own performances, even though 
they profefs to abhore juftification by works. 

3. If you would ufe the law ina gofpel man, 
ner, let not the duty the law requires, or the 
difeovery the taw makes, hinder you to embrace 
the offer that the gofpel makes. The gofpel 
offers Chrift asa hufband: the law faith, Thou 
art a.black finner, an unfit match for fuch a 
hufband. ‘The gofpel offer is, that you buy 
the eyt-falve, white raiment, and tried gold. The 
law tells thee, thou haft nothing to buy with. 
Now, you ufe the law evangelically, when 
you fay, Black-as 1 am, I embrace the offer of 
fuch a hufband; he can make me beautiful 
through his comelinefs. Poor asI am, I em- 
brace the offer of his eye-falve. There is riches 
enough in Chrift for me; and I fee he invites 
me to buy without money, and without price; and 
to take the water of life freely. 

4. If you would ufe the law evangelically, 
then look not on the law as the fountain of jufti- 
fication, nor yet as the fountain of firength; but 
only as the frandard of duty: and therefore you 
will ufe it in a gofpel manner, if you make a 
conftant journey between Chrift and the law; 
looking to him for righteou/ne/s and firength, who 
is the fountain of both; righteoufnefs, for 
your acceptance; and ftrength, for your affift- 
ance, in every piece of obedience to the law. 
‘Here is the thort road to glory : the law forces 
the man to Chrift to be fheltered by him; and 
Chrift fends him back again. to the law to be 
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ruled by its,and the man, in,ufing this rule; 
looks to Chrift in-the gofpel, for righteoufnefs 
and ,ftrength. Ima word, -Jet the main ftrefs 
be laid upon-the.gofpel, efpecially when,you 
are brought to.aniextremity ; when there feems 
to be a,contrariety , between, the law.and_ the, 
gofpel., When.the law fays, Thy hope is peri/hed 
fromthe Lord; and the gofpel faith, There ts, hope 
in Ifvael concerning thee; and fhews the ground of 
hope to. bein Chrift, as, the Lord our righteou/ne/s 
and frength; it is fafeft, it this. cafe, to hearken 
moft to the voice of the, gofpel;, for there isa 
poffibility of falvation this way, but not,the 
other. Though, you, fhould have no more; 
buta may be ye /hail be hid; venture upon the may-, 
be, upon the peradventure which the gofpel af- 
fords: for, hope is a duty,.but, defpair is.a fing 
the one, honours God, ‘the other difhonours; 
him. - 45 ¥ aeter Ls . , 
Dire. 2.. Our next direction is, diligently to - 
ply the means of this gofpel purity., We, fhall 
offer a few of many that might be mentioned, 
and fo clofe. cae 
- I. One. mean is, to hve by faith on the Son of 
God, by deriving continual fupplies of. grace 
and ftrength, from him, faying, with David, / 
will go in the firength of the Lord, making mention of 
thy righteoufne/s, even of thine only, Pfalm xxi. 16. 
Plead, by faith,.the promife of fandtification ; 
that Aaving thefe promifes, you may cleanfe yourfelves 
from all filthine/s of the flefh and fpirit. ; 

2.. Another mean is, to jet the Lord always be- 
fore you, and fet a watch over yourfelf.. ‘This was 
David’s refolution; J faid Iwill take heed. to my 
ways. Security will betray.you intothe hands 
of enemies; but, dleffed 2s the fervant whom his 
Lord, when.he cometh, fhall find watching. on 

3. Another mean is, to take care of difcharging 
the facred duties that he calls you to. The fcripture 
gives great encouragement to this; They that 
wait on the Lord fhall renew their firegth.. The 
more that a man minds divine ordinances, in 
fecret, private, and public, in obedience to 
God’s command, and dependance on God's pro- 
mife, the more ftrength fhall he receive to con; 


quer his fpiritual enemies, and difcharge his - - 


{piritual work. God could preferve your bo- 
dies without food; but he will not, when he 
affords ordinary means: fo,God could preferve 
your fouls, without ordinances ; but he will 
not, when he gives opportunity to enjoy them. 
Let me fay to you, as Jacob to the patriarchs, 


. Behold, I have beard, that there is corn in Egypt ; 


get you down thither and buy, that you may hve and 
not die: So, behold you have heard, that there 
is {piritual food in the gofpel; our Jofeph has 
his granary full of corn, go you thither daily, 
by facred:duties, that you may live and not die: 
for, in him dwelleth the fulne/s of the Godhead bodily. 
And particularly, iecirees 

4. Another mean is, give yourfelves unto prayer: 
the praying Chriftian is readily the holy Chri- 
ftian.. Pray, with David, O that my ways were 
directed to keep thy flatutes: Thy Spirit 1s good, lead 
me to the land of uprightnefs.. By daily prayer in 
fecret, andin your families, you may get dai- 
ly incomes for helping you to this gofpel pu- 
rity. eee . 4 

5. Another mean is, O fet about fubduing your 
predominant fins, through grace; for fin doth great- 
ly mar your fanétity. Caft the Jonah over 
board; throw the Jezzebel over the window; 
and ftone the Achan See eee and, for this | 


end, call in the aid and affiftance of the Spirit 
F é: , meee ig , ro 
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of God; for, if ye through the Spirit mortify the 
deeds of the body, ye fall hve. . 

6. Ina word, Labour to live under a conftant fenfe 
of your own fpiritual wants, and of the defects of 
grace and holinefs; and a fenfe of Chrift’s ful- 
nefs:; the perfuafion hereof will induce you to 
comeand receive out of his fulne/s, erace for grace.— 
If thefe means of gofpel purity are diligently 
ufed, it is more than probable you {hall be 
fuccefsful therein. oe 


Now, go home; and this evening cry to the 
Lord, that he would help you to reduce the 
reaching into practice. Mind the good man’s 
laying, who, coming from fermon, was afked, 
If all was done.. He fetched a deep figh, and faid, 
All was faid, but all was not done. Our preaching 
is not practice; your hearing is not practice: 
thefe are only certain means unto gofpel prac- 
tice.. What is your.coming to the church, on 
the Lord’s day? It. is like fervants coming to 
their mafter in the firft morning of the week, 
and faying, “ Now,) tell us what fhall be our 
““ week’s work; what fhall we do this day, 
“ and the next day, till the next week come?” 
You fhould come thus to Chrift to.get your or- 
ders; for, if you reft meerly in the hearing, 
you confound the means with the end, and 
overturn the nature of things. 

What do you mean, Sirs? Why ftand you 
here all the day idle?) Some of you have done 
nothing for God, nothing for your fouls, for 
the generation, fince you came into the world. 
Perhaps you have treafured up a curfed con- 
queft for your children, or for your wife; and 
God may blaft it when you are in the grave, 
and may punifh your children for your fin; 
your children on earth, and you in hell, at the 
fame time, and for the fame fin. What have 
you done for God? what have youdone for the 
church of God? what have you done. for ad- 
vancing holinefs in-your place? and the inte- 
reft of Chrift in your ftation?. Many of you 
-have done nothing: fome of you have done 
fomething; but itis little: and.fome of you 
~ will neither do nor let do; you hinder others 

- in the way of religion and holinefs. 

O fee to it, man, woman! You are no friends 
to Chrift; nay, you are enemies to him, if you 
have nothing of this gofpel purity that I have 
been {peaking of. O pray, pray that the Lord 
may blefs to you what hath been faid on this 
fubject, for directing you to, and promoting 
you in, true gofpel holinefs: and may the 
Lord hear your requefts, and fulfil your defires ; 
and to his great name be all the praife. 
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There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes; 
and yet 1s not wafbed from their filthine/s. 


- { The eighth Sermon on this text. ] 


ff HE greateft ftep towards Heaven, is to 
ftep out of our own door, and over our 
own threfhold; to go wholly out of ourfelves, 
and wholly in to Chrift, Inftead of going a- 
broad, and out of ourfelves, by felf-denial, we 
naturally ftay at home, by felf-conceit and 
proud imagination of our own excellency: 


There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes ;. 


and yet is not wafhed from their filthinefs. 


Vou. Il, 6 K 
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It is idolatry to worfhip“an ‘holy angel, as 
well as a curfed devil: To’ make ‘our virtues 
our God, is idolatry, as well’as'to’make our 
belly our Gad: nay, it-rather'adds to the idola- 
try; becaufe that is ufed to rob him of his glo- 
ry, which fhould have'brought him»in the 
greateft revenue of glory. Ifa man boatts of 
his vices and-fins, he pullsidown the throne 
of God, and worthips a devil: if a man boatts of 
his virtues-and graces, he pulls*down the 
throne of God with that wherewith he fhould 
build it up; and worfhips a golden image, a 
golden calf: yea, worfhips himfelf, while he 
trufts in his own beauty and purity. There is 
a generation that are pure in their own \eyes: and yet 
1s not wafhed from their filthine/s. | 

Having profecuted the two firft obfervations 
we took notice of from thefe words, we now 
proceed to the third propofition which we ob- 
ferved from them, namely, 


Doct. 3. That felf-conceit is incident to a multi- 
tude of profeffors. 

Many, who are moft impure,’ look upon 
themfelves as pure; and labour under a fad 
a woful delufion, a grofs and) damnable mi- 
{take, about the ftate and cafe of their immor- 
tal fouls. 

The method we lay down, for profecuting 
this obfervation, through divinevafiiftance, 
fhall be the following. | 


I. To prove and clear the truth of the doctrine. 

II. Touch a little at the nature of felf-conceit. 

{IL suds into the grounds, caufe, and /pring 
of it. 

IV. Point out the evi/ of it, both in refpect 
of the finfulnefs and daiiger of it. 

V. Deduce fome inferences from the whole. 


I. The firft thing then to be eflayed,is, ‘To 
prove and clear the ¢ruth of the dodtrine, wiz. 
That felf-conceit 1s incident to a multitude of profeffors. 
This point is evident both from fcripture and 
example. | ren 

1. It is clear from a multitude of /criptares. 
Not only the words of the text, but many-:o- 
ther fcripture paflages confirm it; fuch as, ifa. 
Ixv..5. Which fay, Stand by thy/elf, come not near, for 
Lam holier than thou. Chap. lviii: 2, 3s: They seek 
me daily, and delight to know my ways, as:a nation 
that did righteoufne/s; and forfook not the ordinances of 
their God: they afk of me the ordinance of juftice; they 
take delight in approaching to God. Wherefore have 
we fafted, and thou feef not? wherefore have we af- 
fircted our foul, and thou takeft novknowledge?. They 
were much in duty; much morethan the ge- 
nerality of profeffors in our day: but they had 
an high conceit of themfelves and their duties. 
Self-conceit is felf-deceit ; For, 4f aman think hum- 
Self to be fomething, when he is nothing, he decerveth 
himfelf, Gal. vi. 3.:- or, he that conceiveth :of. 
himfelf highly, deceiveth himfelf greatly. How 
canft thou fay, I am not polluted, I have not gone after 
Baalim?. See thy way in the valley ; know what thou 
haft done, &c. Jer. ii. 23. They faid they were 
not polluted; and yet they‘are called to fee their 
way in the valley. \t is'obferved by the prophet. 
Hofea, chap. viii. 2,3. concerning Ifrael, that 
they cry, My God, we know thee; and yet they 
caft of the thing that 1s good. Why are you fay- 
ing, My God, we know thee? You areall miftaken, 
faith God; you have neither*part nor.portion: 
inme. Ifyou confult the parable of the ten) 
virgins, Mat.xxv. you'will aibtemacbaseeibe: 

OOll 


than they are; here we write an hundred for 
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foolith virgins had an high profeffion, and ve- pretence to devotion, and an high conceit of 
ry high pretenfions to religion: they entertain- themfelves; but were never truly wafhed from 
ed an high opinion of themfelves and their their filthinefs. = > EM, SE 
lamps ;:though yertheyshadméboil inithéeit 10 #17019 HIT 10 PAR: at ie eee suaiel 
veflels. Yea, it is told of many, Mat. vii. 22. Il. The fecond thing propofed was, To touch 
that they fhall fay, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- a little at the nature of this felf-conceit. Why, 
phefied in thy name, and in thy name caf} out devils, in general, “It is a falfe apprehenfion, where- 
and in thy name done many wonderful works? To by aman hath an over-weaning and over-va- 
whom Chrift will fay, Znever knew you; depart \ueing of himfelf, and his actions; jud ging of 
from me. And here itis plainly implied, that himfelf more highly than he ought todo.” 
they will expect to be rewarded»with eternal This felf-conceit may be confidered, either as — 
blifs for the fame. Weare cautioned to this it takes place in the godly, who may apprehend 
purpofe; Let no man deceive bim/elf: if any man a= themfelves to be in a better condition than: 
mong you feemeth to be wife in this.world, let him be- they‘are; or as it takes place in- the wicked, 
come a fool, that he may be wife, 1 Cor. iii. 18. Jf who may judge themfelves to be ina good. 
any man think that be knoweth any thing, he knoweth condition, when yet they are in a bad one. | 
nothing yet as be ought'to know,'chap.\viiie2. Jf © 1. It may be confidered, I fay, with refpect _ 
any man. think bim/elf to be fomething, when be is nox tothe godly ; they may imagine themfelves bet- 
thing, be:deceiveth himfelf,,Gal. vi. 3: All which ter than indeed thy are, when they think their 
{uppofes, that many thinkfomething of them- fmoaking flax is a blazing flame; when they | 
felves, who yet are nothing, and are but cheat- look at their graces through a magnifying 
ing their own fouls; and of all deceit this is glafs, and think them great, when indeed they 
the moft terrible. —Ina word, we finda whole are but fmall.. They may look upon their own 
church labouring under this foul ruining dif- graces, as parents upon their own children, =s_— 
eafe and diftemper, namely, the church of La- and think them the faireft of all others: James _ 
odicea; Thou fay, Iam rich, and increafed with and ‘John feems to be thus affected, when 
goods, and have need of nothing ; and knoweft not that Chrift tells them, Are ye able to drink of my cup, 
thou art wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, and to bé baptized with my baptifm? Matth. xx. 22. 
and naked, Rev. iii. 17. Is it not plain from Yea, fay they; We are able: While yet, alas! 
thefe fcriptures, that many look upon them- they were fcarce able to fee Chrift drink that 
felves to be pure, who yet were never wafhed' cup; andtherefore fled away when it was com- 
from their filthinefs? But, ' ing near. Thus Peter alfo feems to be too high 
2. Let us next compare thefe fcriptures with minded, about his grace and ftrength, when 
experience. We may fee this doctrine abundant- he faid, Why cannot I follow thee now? Yea, Tho’ 
ly clear from experience. Are we not exceed- ali men forfake thee, yet will not T. Pia 8 his on 
ing ready to judge ourfelves better than indeed — 2. It may be confidered with refpect to the 
we are? And to magnify ourfelves, our ftates, wnregenerate, and all the wicked and ungodly, - 
our virtues above what they are? We act ve- who judge themfelves to be in a good ftate, 
ry differently in refpect of our good things, when indeed they are ina badone. And here 
from what we act with refpect to our evil. As_ this felf-conceit hath efpecially thefe two parts, 
to our fins and evils, we have a trick of extenu- or two things in it. 1. When men apprehend 
ation, that though our fins be exceeding many, that'they want that evil, which indeed they 


a 


¢ 


-yet we can, like the unjuftfteward, writedown have. 2. When they imagine they have that 


fifty inftead of an hundred. Though our fins good, which indeed they want. itty ieciky 

great, we can leflen them. But, on the — [1.] When men fuppofe that they want that 
contrary, in our good things or graces, whe- evi, which indeed they have; or think they 
ther real or fuppofed, we have a trick of ag- are not fo bad as indeed they are. Thus the 


gravation, to make them greater and more 


fifty.. And here we have the art of multiplica- 
tion. «It is with many, as tt was with Simon 


inthem; when, ind 
Satan’s vaflals. | 
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is mo lefs a lion, when in fetters,, than when 
he is loofe. | 

This felf-conceit, whereby men judge that 
they are not fo badias they are, it looks not 
only thus to prefent circumftances, but it looks 
fometimes backward, to former times, faying, 
with the Pharifees, Jf we had lived in the days of 
our fathers, we would not have murdered the prophets, 
Mat. xxiii. 30. when yet their bloody perfecu- 
tion of Chrift, difcovered the fame fpirit to be 
in them: Even fo, many will fay, “ Fy upon! 
“ the perfecuting high prietfts; that crucitied 
“ Chrift! Fy upon Judas that betrayed him! 
“ if we had been living; we would have taken 
“ Chrift’s: part againft the Jews; we would 
* have taken the martyrs part: againft. their 
“ perfecutors.” And yet their fpiteful and ma- 
licious mind againft the people of God, whom 
they miftake, reproach, and mifreprefent, fhews 
that they would have been as ready, as the for- 
wardett, to execute all thefe villanies and bou- 
cheries. If one had afked Herod, concerning 
the conduct of Ahab: and Jezebel towards Fli- 
as, and what he would have done, in the like 
cafe; no doubt he would: have condemned 
them; and declared, he would never have been 
guilty of the like: and yet he did the fame 
thing to the new Elias, [vz John the Baptift, | 
that came in the /pirit and power of Ehas; and 
fo difcovered that he would have done the 
fame thing to the old Elias. 

Again, Sometimes it looks forward to future 
times, faying, with Hazael, when the prophet 
told him he would cruelly rip up the women 
with child, and dafh their children againft the 
ftones, 2 Kings vill. 13. What! am I dog? He 
thought better of himfelf than that ever he 
fhould break out into fuch wickednefs. All 
the fons of Adam are, in: their vitious quali- 
ties, worfe than dogs, bears, and tygers; and 
there is no fin fo odious, to which we are not 
inclinable; for, original fin hath in it the feed 
of all other fins: hence it is; that Chrift adref- 
festhat admonition, even to difciples, that they 
take heed of furfeiting and drunkenne/s; Luke xxi. 24. 
For they had in them the common poifon of 
nature; and fo'were obnoxious, even to the 
moft fhameful and reproachful evils: and yet 
many think themfelves far enough from thefe, 
and fuch like enormous fins. :What! am I a 
dog, to do fo and fo! Men pérfuade them- 
felves, through felf-conceit, that their nature 
is not fo far venomed, that it fhould break 
forth into: fuch wickednefs. Indeed, there may 
be fome fins that we are not fo much tempted 
to as others: foLuther faid of himfelf, ‘“ That 
“he never was tempted to covetoufnefs.” Yet 
there is no fin but we may both be tempted to, 
and, through temptation, even fall into, if the 
everlaiting arms do not under-prop: this is 
fuppofed in that motive adduced, Gal. vi. 1. 
Brethren, if any man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
are fpiritual, reftore fuch an one in the fpirit of meck- 
nefs ; confidering thyfelf, left thou alfo be tempted. We 
need to fufpeé&t our own ‘hearts, if we knew 
our nature; however, they may be tamed by 
education, civility, good example, and the like. 
As you would readily fufpect a bear, or wolf, 
or lion, or any fuch like beaft, and be loth to 
truft yourfelf to it, though never fo well tam- 
ed, knowing its natural voracious difpofition : 
even fo, He that trufteth in his own heart, is a fool ; 


and he that leaneth to his own underftanding, is not 


wife. Fear even thofe fins which ye leaft fufpect, 
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and to which you find not yourfelves fo prone- 
ly carried. 

[2.] Another part of felf-conceit is, when they 
fuppofe they have that good, which indeed they 
want; and when they imagine themfelves in 
a good flate, when they are ina bad, miferable 
one. This is a very fad deceit ; He that thinketh 
himfelf to be fomething, when he is nothing, deceiveth 
bimfelf, Gal. vi. 3... And, as was formerly ob- 
ferved, felf-conceit.is.felf-deceit. And here we 
might condefcend on a variety of perfons who 
thus deceive them{elves. 

(1.) The tich worldling deceiveth himfelf, be- 
caufe of his outward profperity: but, though 
riches be the gift of God, yet we mutt confider 
with what God reaches. them; whether with 
the right-hand, in his love; or with the left- 
hand in his anger. . | have read of a king that 
heaped up riches upon thofe whom he moft 
hated; that,, together with their riches, he 
might crufh them with a heavy burden of 
cares. God puts fome into fat paftures, that 
he, may feed them for a day of flaughter. ~. 

_ (2.) Gvilians deceive themfelves, and think 
their-ftate good, becaufe they live honeftly 
without feandal, faying, Whofe ox or afs have I 
fiolen? Whom have I wronged? But, what fort 
of a religion is that, which confifts only in ho- 
nefty towards men, while there is not alfo de- 
votion towards God? A negative and external 
religion, without fomething pofitive and in- 
ternal, will never bear a perion out in the fight 
of God: Except your rightcoufne/s exceed the righte- 
oufne/s of the Scribes and Pharifees, ye cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. 

(3.) Libertines deceive themfelves ; even thefe 
who turn the grace of God into wantonne/s, and ap- 
prehend their cafe to be good. Why, they have 
been born in the church, and enjoy the privi- 
leges thereof ; they have been wafhed with holy 
water, and fed with the fpiritual manna of the 
word and facraments; they cry, The temple of 
the Lord: we have gone to church and heard 
fermons; yea, we believe, fay they; though 
yet the means of faith, the word, and: power- 
ful miniftry thereof, aré what they defpife. 

(4:) The temporary believer deceives himfelf 
with a falfe faith, repentance, and obedience; 
apprehending it to be true faith, true repen- 
tance, true religion; nay, hence concludes he 
fhall be faved: and this is more dangerous than 
the former, becaufe he thinks his argument 
is certain, and agreeable to the word. And, 
indeed, his graces may be fo like the true be- 
hievers, that the moft difcerning Chriftian 
cannot diftinguifh between them: although in 
fact his faith fails both in the knowledge and 
application of it. It fails.in the knowledge of it, 
in that it is not grounded and rooted in the te- 
ftimony of the word and Spirit, and im experi- 
ence: in that it isnot a heathing and warming 
knowledge, working love in the heart to the 
truth known: and.in that it isnot humble and 
abafing, making him. to loath andabhore him- 
felf. Yea, his faith fails in the application of it; 
in that the application of it is not mutual: the 
believer takes holdof Chrift, becaufeChrift takes 
hold of him. True faith conflicts with unbe-. 
lief: the believer finds much ado.to believe, 
and to-live by faith. The: hypocrite finds it 
very eafy: Satan doth not try his faith; for he 
begat that prefumptuous faith.in him. .The 
true believer believes againftfenfe;, and, like 
the woman of Canaan, can. pick\comfort mt 
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of the reproachful name of a dog: and, with 
Jonah, even in the whale’s belly, look towards 
God’s holy temple: can fee heaven in the very ex- 
tremity of mifery. But, in fuch a cafe, the 
temporary believer's jolly confidence fails him. 
And fo 1 might inftance how his repentance 
and obedience fails him. But however, herein 
the man apprehends his ftate good, while yet 
he is in the gall of bitterne/s, and bond of miquity. 

There are two extremes of judging of our- 
felves. Some judge their ftate wor/é than it is: 
as when the children of God judge themfelves 
to be Satan’s; and their faith to be no faith, 
their repentance to be no repentance. | Some, 


again, are in the other extreme, and judge bet- 


ter of themfelves than they are, even to be the 
children of God, when they are Satan’s; to 
have faith, when itis but prefumption ; to have 
religion, when it is but hypocrify. So men 


_may be puffed up with a conceit of knowledge; 


as of faith, repentance, love, and other graces: 
and furely, of thefe two, the laft is moft dange- 
rous,as well as the moft common deceit anderror. 
It is better for a good man to think he hath no 
faith, no religion; than, on the contrary, for 
an ill man to judge that he hath them: for, to 
judge the worft of ourfelves, is a mean to a- 
waken us out of fecurity, and to ftir us up to 
make our calling and election fure; but to judge we 
have grace, when we have none, this lulls us 
afleep, and fends us fecurely to hell. 


Ill. The third thing propofed was, To {peak 
of the grounds, caujes, and /prings of this felf- 
conceit. The grounds of this great and epide~ 
mical diftemper are many; fuch as, 

i. The deceitful and defperately wicked tem- 
per of the heart; for, The heart is deceitful above 
all things, and defperately wicked, Jer. xvli.g. As 
Jacob cheated Efau out of his earthly inheri- 
tance; fo doth the hearts of the children of — 
men cheat them out of their eternal inheri- 
tance. There are many deceitful things in the 
world; riches are deceitful, favour is deceitful, 
beauty is deceitful, enemies are deceitful; but 
the heart is deceitful above all thing ; yea, above 
the devil himfelf: and this doth in nothing 
more palpably appear, than in making people 
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the brutifhly ignorant ‘many I will get» you 
an ignorant man, that will truly imagine he 


can keep the whole law: All the/e things have | 


I done from my youth up ; whatlack yet? = 


3. Negligence and /loth is another caufe of pride. | 


and felf-coneit. Men are at no pains to confi- 


der where their landing fhall be, when the fha- _ 


dows of the everlafting evening will be ftretch:, 
ed over them. Truly, the whole world are 
either atheifts, or downright mad: either they, 


believe not that there isa heaven and hell,and | 


that the fcriptures are the word of God, where- _ 


by they may know how it is between him and 


them: ‘or, if they believe that there is a God, | os 
an heaven and an ‘hell, they are mad and di-. 
ftraéted, if they confider not where they are _ 


going.—Spiritual fleep and fecurity is the great 


caufe of felf-conceit. As natural fleep, fo fpi- . 


ritual fleep is full of dreams ; Jt /hall even be as 


when a hungry man dreameth, and behold he eateth; 
but be awaketh, and his foul is empty: or as when a 
thirfty man dreameth, and behold he drinketh ; but he 
awaketh, and behold he is faint, and his foul hath ap- 
petite, fa.xxix.8. Aman may dream of riches, 
and treafures, and crowns, and kingdoms con- 


ferred of him; but he awaketh, and no fuch . 
matter, though he truly thought, in his dream, 


that hewas pofleffed of all. So, in fpiritual fleep, 
people may have ftrange dreams; they may 
dream of heaven, and that they have faith, and. 


repentance, and Chrift, and falvation, and a 


crown of glory; when, alas! allis butadream; 
and the man awakes, either in time, or at the 
day of judgment, and finds himfelf deceived: 
and the f{weeter the dream, the fadder the dif-. 
appointment. For, as in natural dreams, it is 


better, when they are falfe, to dream of fear- 
ful things than of joyful: as for inftance, it is. 


better for a king to dream that he 1s a beggar, 
than for a beggar to dream that he is'a king; 
for the king, when he awakens, his grief 
gone, and his joy is redoubled, feeing the’ 
nity of his dream; but the beggar, when h 
awakes, his joy is gone, and-his grief redou~ 
bled, in regard of the falfe joy of his dream. 


So it is in {piritual matters: itis fafer tobe in © 


fome fears about our ee than to be- filled - 


with prefumptuous ho 


believe that they are going to heaven, when few /hall be faved: but if’ all were faved, that 


they are going the ftreigh troad to hell. OSirs, 
do not truft your own hearts. , 


2, Ignorance is another caufe of felf-conceit. 


dream they fhall be fo, furely there would be _ 


at 


few that fhould be damned: but, narrow is th ‘ 


that their ftate is better than it is; and makes — 


them look upon themfelves as really go 
nough, and fafe enough: The god of this u 
hath blinded the eyes of them that bel } 


ed 0 


ts 
T 


s, Chrift tells us, that: 
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flakes of. a. good condition; and frequently mi- 
{take a bad ftate for a good one, by reafon of 
the falfe rules, by which they judge them- 
felves. —Sometimes they judge themfelves by 
the opinion that others have of them: they are 
held in reputation by others in the world, who 
know them, for perfons of wifdom, know- 
ledge, prudence, &.; and accordingly form 
fuch fentiments of ‘themfelves.— Sometimes 
they judge themfelves by their affections, whe- 
ther of hatred or love: it may be they hate 
fome of the evils of the day, and fome of the 
fins of the times; and fhew fome zeal againtft 
thefe: but Judas may preach againft the Pha- 
rifees, and preach up Chrift, and yet be a trai- 
tor. [It may be they have a love tothe godly; 
but not becaufe they are godly, and for the ho- 
linefs and purity they perceive about them.— 
Sometimes they judge by the falfe rule of an 
erring confcience: and many apprehend that mat- 
ters are right with them, becaufe of ftorms 
and calms in the confcience: but people may 
have ftorms in the con{cience, like Judas; and 
calms in the confcience, like the peace of ju- 
ftification;, and yet itis but carnal fecurity, 
faying, We /hall have peace, though we walk after 
the imagination of our own evil hearts. —Sometimics 
they judge-by the falfe rule of the audience of 
their prayers. God may hear the prayer of 
people, with refpect to fome bleflings that they 
need; and yet give leannefs to their foul.— 
Sometimes perfons judge by the falfe rules of 
the /aw, mifunderftood: as when they judge 
either by a part of the law, or judge by the 
outfide of the law, and not the infide and fpi- 
rituality of it. Indeed, the application of the 
law, is one great caufe of felf-conceit: foit was 
with Paul; J was alive without the law once; but 
when the commandment came, finrevived, and I died, 
Rom. vii. 9.— Sometimes perfons judge them- 
felves by the falfe rules of the go/pel, miftaken; 
fuch as that word, Jf there be a-willing mind, itis 
' accepted; which belongs only to believers, that 
are accepted in the beloved. RS . 

6. Another caufe of felf-concet is, /e/-righte- 
oufne/s; Rom. x. 3. Being ignorant of God's righte- 
oufne/s, and going about to eftablifh their own righte- 
oufne/s,. they have not fubmitted their over-proud 
conceit of their own righteoufnefs: it flows 
from their being pofleffed with a legal righte- 
oufnefs of their own; and this.makes them fo 
proud and felfith, that they will have nothing 
ado with the righteoufnefs of the God-man.— 
Some have a righteoufnefs of di/pofition; a good 
natural temper that they lean-to, and deceive 
themfelves with.—Some have.a righteoufnefs 
of education: they have been brought up atthe 
feet of Gamaliel, and have had a good exam- 
ple; and this hath had much. influence upon 


them, to reftrain them from.many evils; and | 


this deceives them: —Some: have a righteouf- 
nefs.of profefion, as Paul; one.of »the ftricteft 
Pharifees, of the, ftricteft fide; one that fides 
himfelf with thofe-who make the moft {plend- 
did profeffion.—Some havea righteoufneis of 
intention: they have good refolutions ; .A// that 
the Lord hath commanded we will do.—Some have 
a righteoufnefs of reputation :. they are of good 
repute among others, and held in high efteem 
amontt thofe of diftinguithed abilities. —Some 
have the righteoufnefs of reformation: they do 
many things, and reform in many particulars, 
and keep themfelves from many of the grofler 


and more open violations of God’s holy: Jaw.— 
6 
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Some have the righteoufnefs of common /piri- 
tual operations ; common enlightenings and taftings 
of the heavenly gift, Heb. vi. 5, 6.; a common 
work of the Spirit upon the underftanding, 
will, affections, confcience, and converfation.— 
In a word, fome have a natural righteoufnels, 
a cradle faith ; they never did any thing amifs. 
—Some have a negative righteoufnefs ; they are 
not as other men. They are not guilty of this and 
the other grofs violation of God’s holy law. — 
Some have a pojfiteve rightcoufnefs; they read, 
and pray, and faft, and give alms, and attend 
uponordinances.—Some have a comparativerigh- 
teoufnefs ; they imagine they are better than 
others: Jam holer than thou.— Yea, fome have 
a /uperlative righteoufnefs ; they fay and do their 
beft.. And I’ know not how many kinds of 
righteoufnefs might be mentioned. — Some 
have an active righteoufnefs; they do what 
they can: nay, they do many things. —Some have 
a pafive righteoufnefs; they have fuffered lof- 
fes and crofles for a good caufe, and the fake 
of religion. Upon thefe, and the like, ma- 
ny profeflors build: and hence they conceive 
highly of themfelves, and are pure in their own 
eyes; and yet, after all, are not wa/hed from their 


filthine/s. 


IV. The fourth general head of the method, 
was, To {peak of the ev: of this fin of felf- 
conceit. We may view this, 1. More general- 
ly. 2. More particularly. 

iff, We may view the evil of felf-conceit more 
generally. Where felf-conceit is, in its power, 
it is an evidence and plain indication of being 
a firanger to religion, and of being a gro/s hypocrite: 
for, he that lifteth up his heart, is not upright, Hah. 
ii. 4. His foul that is lifted up in him, is not 
upright. He’ that hath a conceit of ‘his own 
purity and attainments, is but-a diffembler, 
is not what ‘he pretends’ to be. 

2dly, Let us’ take a more particular view of the 
evil of felf-conceit.. The evil of it will appear 
in thefe fix refpects.' 1. In refpect of ourfelves. 
2. In refpect of others. 3: In’ refpect of Chritt. 
4. In refpect of graces. 5. In refpect of duty. 
6. In refpect of danger: 

1. The evil of felf-conceit will appear in re- 
{pect of ‘ourfelwes. Where felf-conceit is in‘a 
perfon, there 1s pride; and, you know, God ’re- 
Sifeth the proud, ‘but he giveth grace‘ to the humble. 
Where felf-conceit is, ‘there is carnal fecurity; 
and, droufine/s fhall clothe a man with rags. Where 
it is, there is contempt’ of means :* Self-conceit pro- 
duces either a defpifing of the means, or a not 
ufing of the means that God hath ‘appointed. 
The man’ being felf-fufficient, he is, in fome 
manner, above means: the means of grace, 
the means of knowledge are undervalued. — 

2. The-evil of felf-conceit will appear, if we 
take a view of it with refpec to others. The evil 
of it is fuch, that it produceth either a contempt 
of others; ‘Bleed be God, I am not like this man; 
he undervalues them,‘arnd looks down upon 
them, as below him: °or, it produceth uncharit- 
ablenefs, if not contempt: None fo uncharitable 
as the man that hath:a'conceit of himfelf. I 
think: theapoftle Paul feems to hint at this, 
Gal. vi» 3. compared with the firft verfe: . d. 


I know none will ftand'in oppofition tothis du- 


ty of | charitable carriage towards : thew neighbour, 
but thofe that are puffed up with din Aigh con- 
ceitiof themfelves. 165) | is aa opens 10 
3. The evil of this felf-coneeit ‘will appear 
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in refpect,of Chri... Such people contemn him; 
and they defpife his fulnefs, righteouinefs, and 
blood. — They. defpife his fu/ne/s for their fup- 
ply: why, they are full of themfelves; They 
are rich, and increafed. with goods, and fiand in need 
of nothing. They come rich, and go empty, a- 
way.— They defpife his righteou/ne/s for their 
juftification: while they are pure mtheir own eyes, 
they content themfelves with a rightcou{nefs 
{pun out of their own bowels, out of their own 
duties. — They. defpife his d/cod, his Spirit, his 
grace, for their fanctification: why, a perfon 
that thinks himfelf already pure, will not 
miake application to the fountain where un 
clean fouls are made clean. 

4. The evil of felf-conceit will appear, if we 
view it in. refpect of; graces. The evil of it is 
fuch; that it ftandsin oppofition to every grace; 
particularly to that mother grace, Aumility. 
God giveth grace to the humble; but he refifteth the 
proud. ‘Humility is fuch a grace that, without 
it, a man. cannot be a‘Chriftian. Now, this 
pride is oppofed to humility and felf-denial, 
which Chrit injoins on all his difciples: it is 
oppoled to that felf-loathing that he requires. 
The felifh man will not be covered with the 
vailof blufhing: No; he feldom takes a look 
of his failings. He looks more on his beauty 
than his defilement. He will not cry out, with 
Agur, in the context, [am more bruti/h than any 
man; L have not the underftanding of a man...The 
motto of the humble man is, J abhbore my/elf, 
and repent in duft and afbes The motto of the 
felf-conceited man is, God, [thank thee I am not 
like other men. He looks on any thing of attain- 
ment through a magnifying glafs; but upon 
his fins in a diminifhing one. 

5» The evil of felf-conceit is great in refpect 
of, duties. The evil of it will appear very great 
if we confider the following particulars, among 
feveral others.— For it produceth ra/bne/s in ad- 
venturing upon duty; even the moft folemn 
duty: becaufe, being pure in their own eyes, they 
ftand upon no duty; while the poor humble 
and felf-abafed creature is afraid left he mif- 
manage his work.— It produceth a /uperficial 
performance of duty: though they think very 
much of, their duties, yet they perform them 
but overly; for they imagine any fort of fer- 
vice from. them is enough, —And. yet it pro- 
duceth.a kind of meritorious opinion of their 
duties; Wherefore have we Safted, and thou seeft 
not? wherefore have we afflicted our foul, and thou 
takeft.no knowledge, Ua. lviii..3, 4. As if God had 
been faulty, in not taking notice of their per- 
formances. We might mention a variety 
of other things to the fame purpofe. 

6. The evil. of felf-conceit will appear in re- 
{pect of danger. ‘The.evil-of it .is. exceeding 
great.. Why fo? Here is. great deceit; for, he 
that thinketh himfelf tobe fomething, when he is no- 
thing, deceiveth. himfelf, Gal. vi. 3 .And this is 
the wortt of all deceit., To deceive another is, 
certainly a,great fault: but; to: deceive: our- 
felves; what.a terrible evil is it! «For a man 
to: kill and,deftroy, another, is a fad thing; but 
to kill and deftroy himfelf, is yet more dread- 
ful! — The felf-conceited perfon. imagines he 
can perform any duty; that he can read). pray, 
communicate, believe, repent: but-he deceives 
himfelf.—To be deceived about earthly things 
is. ll; but to be deceived and. cheated out of 

our immortal fouls, alas! that is worftof; all. — 
When a felf-conceited perfon hears the threat- 
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ening or the promife, her m/applies:all: that 
threatening isnot to him, he thinks; and yet 
that is his portion: that promife is to him, he 
imagines; and yet he hath no part in that mat- 
ter.—Again, as fuch people are never likely to 
get good of ordinances; {o, they are not eafily 
convinced of their mifake: and no wonder; for 
we are told, Jer. vii. 5. They hold faft deceit, when 
we fay. all. we poflibly.can fay tothem. They 
will ftill declare, that they have a good heart 
towards God, and that they have a great love 
to Chrift; though yet they never faw their 
ill heart, nor their ftrong enmity: They hold faft 
deceit, —Self-conceited perfons will come under 
a fad difapporntment in the iffue; ) for, fearfulnefs 
Shall furprife the hypocrite mm Zion. Who among us 
Shall dwell with devouring fire? who can abide with 
everlafiing burning? Why will they be furprif- 
ed with fear and terror? what is the matter? 
Why, they had a good hope of heaven ;» and 


fo, the higher their hope, the moredifmaltheir . . 


fall and difappointment. Oh! how many ride 
triumphantly to hell in a chariot of foul- 
deftroying delufion! They imagine they are 
right enough, and that allis well; while it is 
quite otherwife with them. 
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There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes; 
and yet 1s not wafhed from their filthine/s. 


[ The ninth Sermon on this text, ] 


T HIS text afligns two or three differences 
between the godly and the wicked. 1. They 
differ from each other in their number ; there is 
a generation of wicked men and hypocrites, a mal- 
titude of them: whereas the godly are buta Hitle 
flock, an handful, a remnant, a few. 2: They dif- 
fer from each other in their judgement ; particu- 
larly in their judgment about themfelves. © 
Wicked men and hypocrites are proud, and pure 
in thew own eyes: whereas the godly are humble, 
and vile im their own eyes. 3. They differ from 
each other in their real qualities. © The wicked 
and hypocritical generation are really vile and 
polluted, never wa/hen from their filthine/s: where- 
as the godly are purified in part, and cléanfed 
from their filthine/s ; at leaft it is their exercife to 
get their defilement daily wafhed away with 
the blood: of: Chrifk sna caitgrs Tena 1 
It is remarkable, that as se/f-aba/ement and pu- 
rity go together; (for, they that are impure and 
vile in their own eyes, area people wafhed 
from their filthinefs:) fo, on the other hand, 
Jelf-conceit and impurity go together; for, the ge- 
neration that are. pure in their own eyes, are not wafb- 
ed from thear filthine/s. The. former look: tipon. 
themfelves:as:impure, and’ yet are pure; ‘the 
Jatter judge themfelves pure, but are impure. 
« The doétrinal part of' the fubjec having 
been finifhed in the preceding difcourfe;’ it ‘te- 
‘mains now that*we make fome pra¢tical im: 
provement of the pointy, © aS 
» V. The fifth thing we propofed in the: me- 
thod,-was the-application of the do&trine; which 
owe fhall eflay in feveral ules) tors 
ob The frfajethat wemake {hall be'of mforma- 
tion. If 1t.-be fo, as‘has been affirmed, That /eif- 
‘conceit 1s incident to\a multitude of profeffors, then 
we may inferthe following things. 9° 0)" 
. ~~. Hence - 
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1. Hence fee the degeneracy of our nature, by 
reafon of the fall. Alas! how: corrupt ‘is our 
nature now! |The devil made our firit parents 
fancy, that they /hould be at gods; and now he 
makes men dream that they are as gods: for, 
this felf-conceit is adeifying of ourfelves. Self 
is the god: that we adore naturally. Initead: of 
lawful felf-love, unlawful felf-conceit takes 
place. There is a lawful felf-love injoined; 
Lhou fhalt love thy neighbour asthyfelf: where, you 
fee, it is our duty to love ourfelves; and then 
our neighbour as:ourfelves. . And if the gene- 
ration hada right and lawful ‘love to them- 
felves, either foul or body ; they would not de- 
ftroy their bodies by intemperance and info- 
briety, and ruin their fouls by wilful fin and 
impenitency: but, inftead of lawful felf-love, 
finful felf-love takes the throne. Self-conceit 
and felf-admiration, felf-will and felf-fatisfac- 
tion: prevails. 

2. See what is the great tendency of true 
gofpel preaching, namely, to difcover and dimi- 
nith all felf purity and felPrighteoufnefs, that Chri? 
alone may be exalted: yea, the defign of it is 
to level and dafh down all that /elfconceited pu- 
rity, whereby people are. pure in their own eyes, 
that it may advance go/pel-purity; by which we 
may bepure im God’s fight. Some make a vatt 
noife about preaching up good works, and of 
their being friends to -holinefs and the law; 
while yet the tendency of their doctrine may 
be only to make people pure and holy in their 
own eyes; and in the eyes of men: but that 
which a gofpel minifter efpecially aims at, is, 
to get people pure in the fight of God. He 
cannot fatisfy himfelf merely in preaching up 
good works, and charity, piety, devotion, mer- 


cy, itendernefs, honefty, civility, morality, dc. 


which is very commendable, and would to God 
there were more of thefe; but he goes farther, 
and: Jabours principally to get the foundation 
of true holinefs laid in the heart, felf-purity 
mortified, the principles ‘rectified, and Chritft 
formed in the -heart:.otherwife, they build 
without laying a foundation.» It may be ob- 
ferved, with regret, that never. were there lefs 
morality amongft perfons of all ranks, than 
fince fo many minifters laid afide evangelical 
preaching, and: made the inculcating moral 
duties their principal theme. And many who 
extol moral virtues, are themfelves the moft 
immoral: perfons. ‘The Pharifees fet up for 
great friends to the law, when Chrift appeared 
on the ftage; and they flouted at him, as if he 
had ‘been an enemy to good works, when he 
was telling them that they:were but hypo- 
crites : Think they, faith he, that I am come to de- 
Jivoy the law? Nay ; Except your righteoufne/s ex- 
ceed the righteoufne/s of the Scribes. and Pharifees, ye 
cannot enter ito the.-kingdom' of Ged... Why, they 
were: pure in their own eyes; they verily ima- 
gined they were. friends to holinefs ; yet they 
made clean but the ouéfide, and were not inter- 
nally wajhed from their filthinefs: The doétrine 
ofthe Pharifees was:much about wafhings, 
and legal purifications: Yea, faith Chrift; ‘but 
I tell you, you mutt be pure in heart, otherwife 
you cannot fee God. Why, {fay the Pharifees, 
you mutt do good works, and bring forth good 
fruits: Yea, faith Chrift; but make the tree 
good, otherwife the fruitcannot be good. The 
principles mutt be changed, the nature renew- 
ed, and the foul implanted into :Chrift; then, 
and not till then, can any do what is fpiritu- 


Se 
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ally good, Till there be both ia fpiritual habit 
of grace, wfought by the efficacious power of 
the Spirit of God; and a fpiritual communica- 
tion of heavenly influences, to excite that ha- 
bit into exercife, there can be no pure act, no 
holy: work acceptable to'God: and whatever 
doétrine doth not aim at this, it comes fo far 
{hort of prefling holinefs, that it may indeed 
make hypocrites; but can never direct people 
how to'go one ftep beyond hypocrify and felf- 
conceit: for, without this/radical change, a 
man may well be pure in his own eyes, and 
in the eyes of others; but is not pure in God’s 
eyes, nor wafhen from his filthinefs. 

3. Hence fee the difference that there is. be- 
tween dehevers and hypocrites. The hypocrite 
doth the fame action externally that the found 


‘believer; doth he may pray and praife; and-read 
and hear, and what not. 


What doth the beft 
believer. that I do not? faith the hypocrite. 
What can they do but I will do? Yea, he may 
exceed the believer in the multitude,of duties. 
But, behold! all. the while he is a mafs of im- 
purity and pollution ; and only purein hisown 
eyes. He may indeed affect holinefs, and feem 
to be one that is freed of felf-conceit ; but yet 
felf is {till his principle, and felf ftill his end. 
Whereas the true believer, as fuch, hath no 
felf-conceit, but what is his burden; no felf- 
motive, but what is his grief; no felf-ends or 
aims, but what are his exercife either fooner or 
later... And, in aword, there is as great a dif- 
ference between the moft. refined hypocrite, 
and the pooreft believer, as there is between a 
painted image, and a living man; yea,as there 
is between an angel of light, and.a devil tranf- 
forming himfelf thereunto. 

4. Hence fee ground to /ament this common 
diftemper-and epidemic plague of /e/f-conceit, 
that hath feized the generality of profeflors, 
whereby they are pure in their own eyes. There 
are few or none that we come to clofe converfe 
with, but they would fain make us believe, 
that they are as clean and pure as can poffibly 
be. Say they, “ We are all. inners; and:who 
“ can. fay otherwife but they have fin about 
“ them? But, God be thanked, I am-not guil- 
“ ty of fuch and fuch a grofs wickednefs ; you 
“ muftnot have fuch ill thoughts of me: I 
“ was never a har, nor a cheat, or a murder- 
“er: ‘Ihave always had a liking to the bett 
“ way; I have a good heart, and do good-du- 
“ ties; and wherein I fail, 1 hope I will be bet- 
“ ter.’,, Alas! Sirs,’ profanity kills. its thou- 
fands: but delufion killsits ten thoufands ; and 
this delufion kills its twenty thoufands, while 
they fancy themfelves to-be right, and ina 
good condition, and yet are in the gall of bitter- 
ne/s and bond of iniquity. — What is the ban and dif- 
pofition of the generation? Even a fettled'con- 
tentednefs, in:their finful flate; a pref{umptu- 
ous confidence that natural men have of their 
good condition..»:Every:man is fo full of felf- 


‘love, that ‘he is loth to-pais a fentence againft 


his own foul; loth to become a judge and felf- 
condemner; and fo an‘executioner of all his 
vain hope.and falfe confidences, that he hath 
-beem building ‘upon:— If people: were once 
come to fee»their finful flate, fo.as to cry out,. 
Oh! Lamunelean, unclean! and to fee their, mifer- 
able flate,:fo.as'to cryiout; las! Lam undone, 
undone! there would be more. hope in J/rael con- 
cermng thems: but»while they are content with 


their prefent’ condition; there+is. no hope of 


their 


506 


their feeking out for another.—Or, if any hap- 

sen to fee fomething of their finfulnefs and 
mifery; yet, how doth their felf-conceit lead 
them inftantly to expect help and fupply from 
their own fufficiency: for this Arminiani{m is 
natural to us all. We hope, that either by our 
natural ability, common graces, or beautiful 
performances, we may help ourfelves out of 
the horrible pit; not Knowing that we have 
deftroyed ourfelves, and that in Chrift only doth our 
belp lie: and therefore we will {cramble for our 
comfort, ‘and try the utmoft of our ftrength, 
rather than be obliged to him to help us; and 
confequently when the body or confcience is 
brought to trouble, men are fo ready to refolve, 
and apt to promife and profefs amendment; 
faying, “ O, Iwill bea renewed man; you 
‘will fee that 1 will take up myfelf, and re- 
“ form all that has been amifs.” But, behold! 
when ‘their fear and horror is over, all comes 
to nothing: they either fall back into the fame, 
or greater abominations; or elfe wafte away 
into a wearifom formality and hypocrify. 

5. Hence we may fee matter of comfort to all 
whom the Lord hath humbled and feparated 
thus from a generation of felf-conceited fin- 
ners, who are pure in their own eyes. It is ground 
of comfort, if the Lord has killed your pride, 
and made you vile in your own eyes: for, thus 
faith the Lord, the high and lofty One, that inbalit- 
eth eternity, whofe name is holy; I dwell m the high 
and holy place, with him alfo that is of a bumble and 
contrite fpirit, to revive the /pirit of the bumble, and 
to revive the heart of the contrite ones, Ma. lvii. 15. 
Yea, to this man will I look, faith the Lord; even 
to him that is poor, and of a contrite fpirit, and trem- 
bleth at my word, chap. lxvi.2. Hath the Lord 
brought you to the valley of humiliation? It 
is ground of comfort; becaufe he has given 
this valley of Achor for a door of hope. 

6. Hence we may fee matter of terror to 
thofe that are ftill filled with felf-conceit, and 
are pure in their own eyes; fo ftuffed with 
pride, and puffed up with the wind of felf- 
confidence, fuppofing themfelves to be good, 


and honeft, and upright, that the word of con- | 


viction makes no impreflion, but falls upon 
their hard hearts, as water upon a rock, that 
cannot enter, nor prevail, nor profit at all. 
May not this do¢trine dafh the hopes, and fink 
the hearts, of all haughty and hard-hearted 
finners?) If your hearts were never humbled, 
‘God never dwelt there: dwell you where you 
will, God doth not dwell with you; for, tho’ 
he has refpect tothe lowly, yet he knoweth the 
proud afar off; yea, refifts the proud. You may 
‘be pure in your own eyes, and draw the eyes 
of others after you; “but God will not come 
near you, nor caft his eye towards you, but 
with abhorrence. Hear and fear, then, you 
that are fout-hearted and far from righteoufne/s, 
whofe confciences can atteft, that the day never 
yet dawned, where you found not your fins a 
pleafure to you. You are fo far from being 
‘humbled or troubled for your fins, that it is 
your only trouble, that you cannot commit 
them with content, and without controul: and 
you are only troubled with admonitions, coun- 
fels, commands, threatenings, fcriptures, and 
fermons that crofs you. — Know for certain, if 
you be never humbled, and broken for your 
abominations, you muft burn for them one 
day. Your proud hearts were never abafed 
and laid in the dutt; andif they remain fo, the 
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Lord will ruin both you and them.— There 
are a few in the world, whofe hearts fail them, 
under the weight of their abominations; and 
who ly low in the duft for their fins: but 
you, being pure in your own eyes, and never hum- 
bled for your heart and life-abominations, de- 
ride and fcorn thefe humbled and broken ones, 
and look down upon them, with a fupercilious 
eye, as filly and defpicable men: But yet a lit- 
tle while, and you fhall fee them exalted to 
glory, and faved for ever; when fuch felf- 
conceited, proud, and prefumptuons wretches, - 
as you are, fhall be turned into hell! OO Sirs, 

be not bigh-mined, but fear. FER 


The /econd ufe that we make of the do¢trine, 
1. To the wicked. 
2. To the godly. 3. To all in general. 

1. To the wicked and ungodly. Is this. felf- 
conceit fo incident to a multitude of profeffors? O 
Sirs, do not draw this inference from it, as if 
there were no real Chriftians in the world, be- 
caufe many pretend to be fo, who yet are not 
fo. Nay, God hath his own remnant in the 
world; his Nathaniels, who are I/raehtes indeed, 
in whom there is no guile, no allowed or unlaw- 
ful guile. In the church vifible there is a heap 
of chaff; but there is fome wheat among the 
chaff. In Zion there is a heap of ftones; but 
there are fome diamonds among the ftones. 
Though many fatisfy themfelves with a form 
of godlinefs, without having the power thereof: 
yet there are fome to whom the go/pel hath come, 
not in word only, but in power; and that under- 
ftand the power of godline/s. 

2. To the godly there is this caution. Do not 
think that you ought not to profe/s religion, be- 
caufe fo many profeflors do deceive themfelves, 
and profefs very folemnly, who yet are impure 
indeed. The poffeffion of Chrift in the heart 
is the principal thing; but the confeffionof 
Chrift with the mouth is alfo duty: With the 
heart man believeth unto righteoufne/s ; and with the 
mouth confeffion is made unto falvation, Rom. x. 10. 
Give not over your profeflion of the name of 
Chrift; although many have but a xame to 
live, and are dead: but endeavour, through 
grace, to prove our profefiion before the world, 
by your practice conformed thereunto; and to 
prove your practice before God and confcience, 
by the principle of faith, in love to and zeal 
for a God in Chrift, moving you thereunto. 

3. To all in general. The caution and de- 
hortation we tender is, Seeing this abominable 
evildoth fo much prevail and abound, and that 
many pretend to call themfelves by the God of 
Ifrael, and take great titles to themfelves in the 
church of Chrift;:and are pure in their own 
eyes, who yet are nought in reality; O then, 
Sirs, be not high-minded, but fear. What reafon 
have we to fear, left we be amongft the num- 
ber of felf-conceited perfons,and felf-deceivers? 
For, if we furvey our hearts, we will find 
what a high conceit of ourfelves we have en- 
tertained. «Beware of this fin; for it is a 'dan- 
gerous evil, .as I have already {hewn, on the 
doctrinal part, and might here refume, were 
it not for gaining of time. . oats yt 


The third ufe of the fubjeét, is for reproof. 
This doctrine reaches a;reproof to all that are 
pure in their own eyes, and filled with felf-concert.: 
_ 1. Some have an high conceit of theirown 
perfon. They-are proud, perhaps, of a: ae 
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fkin, amiable features, and a handfom fhape; 
little remembering what a few days ficknefs 
will produce, and that’ all will moulder into 
dutt in the iffue. They that are proud of their 
bodily excellencies, or yet of their foul accom- 
plithments, do not duly ponder, that their bo- 
dy is but a piece of clay, and their foul a piece 
of hell, by nature. 

2. Some have.an high conceit of their pofe/- 
Jions and attainments; putted. up becaufe they 
have.an opulency of worldly things, and fome 
natural and acquired abilities; not knowing 
that they are without life, without light, 
without holinefs; yea, without God, and with- 
out hope in the world; veally poor, miferable, wretch- 

ed, blind, and naked, Eph. ii. 12. Rev. iii. 17. 
Surely the beft of us want more than we have. 

3. Some have a high conceit of their perform- 
ances; while yet they do little or nothing for 

God, or for the generation; nothing for their 
own fouls; nothing for their families; no- 
thing’ for the f{piritual good of the neighbour- 
hood that are about them. They have the 
leaves of a profeffion, the flowrith of refoluti- 
ons, and the appearance of fruit; but it never 
ripens toa fpiritually good work. 

4. Some have'an high conceit of their own 
power and ability: they think they can repent, 
they can believe, they can pray, they. can me- 
ditate, they can mortify fin when they pleafe: 
they think they can communicate as well as 
the beft; they can love God and their neigh- 
bour; while yet they are wholly without frength, 
and can do nothing ; yea, are not Sufficient of them- 
felves, to think any thing of themfelves. 

5. Some have a high conceit of their own 
JSuferings, as well as doings. Some will {peak 
very boaftingly of their fufferings that they 
have undergone, and what perfecutions they 
have endured for religion, and a good caufe; 
and, perhaps, think more of thefe than they 
do of Chrift’s fufferings for them: but they 
are not of Paul’s difpofition ; God forbid, faith he, 
that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Fefus 
Chrift; Gal. vi. 14. 
_ Many are pure in their own eyes; and, why? 
Becaufe they judge amifs concerning them- 
felves, Ue 

(1.) Some judge themfelves pure, becaufe of 
their profefion, their eminent profeflion; who 
yet may be curfed with the barren  fig-tree. 

Such a fandy foundation many build upon, 
that they take a profeflion of religion for true 
Chriltianity. What! fay they; minifters talk 
of converfion, regeneration, the new birth, and 
we know not what unintelligible things: but, 
God be thanked, we are not Papifts, neitherare 
we Atheifts, nor Infidels, with out the church ; 
we are within the very bofom of the church, 
and even enjoy the privileges of the church. 
Alas! Sirs; miftake not your own fhadow for 
a bridge, and fo, venturing thereupon, drown 
yourfelves for ever, 

-(2.) Some judge themfelves pure, becaufe of 
their gifts. One may have the gift of prattling, 
and be able to fpeak well of religion, and re- 
commend religious things; and think, who 
but he. Another may have the gift of prayer, 

while he is a ftranger to the grace of it; yet he 
‘may fuppofe the gift to be fufficient ; and be- 
ing thus eminent above many others, he may 
think he is well enough. But gifts and graces 
are not the fame: may have gone down to the 
pit of hell with their great gifts, and with all 
.OL; If. 
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their wifdom and learning, that they valued 
themfelves fo much upon; 

(3-) Some judge themfelves pure, becaufe of 
their common graces, which they miftake for Sav- 
me graces. There ismany times fuch a refem- 
blance between common) and faving’ grace, 
that they take counterfeit coin for true, becaufe 
of its likenefs to it.. AsSaul-took the devil for 
Samuel, becaufe of his mantle; fo many take 
a common work of the Spirit, for the true {ay- 
ing work, becaufe of its good appéaraiice, — 
In the wnderfianding there may be a common il- 
lumination, as well asia faving one, Heb. vi. 4.; 
though there is a vaft difference between the 
two. For the common illumination doth on- 
ly adorn and beautify the foul; but the faving 
doth irradiate, inlighten, and warm the foul, 
The one is informing, the other is transform- 
ing: the one is barren, the other fruitful: — 
In the confcience, there may be common convic- 
tions and qualms, as well as thofe that iffue in 
faving converfion, Some may have had fuch 
a work upon their hearts, as that the relauing 
of it may procure them ample teftimony among 
minifters and Chriftians: and no doubt but the 
difciples would have given a good teftimony 
of Judas, before he was difcovered; though 
Chrift gave him none. But what though we 
had a teftimonial written, with an ample re- 
commendation from men or angels; if Chrift’s 
hand be not at it, Ged will reject it; and the 
blefled Redeemer of finners will fay, [never 
igned it.—In the affections, there may be com= 
mon defires and delights, as well as {pecial: there 
may be falfe joys and forrows,: like the joy of 
the ftony-ground hearers; and like the forrows 
of Efau for lofing the birth-right.— Yea, in 
the will, there may be a common change, as 
well as a faving one: Men may take on good 
refolutions, and ftarts of devotion; as if they 
would take heaven by violence; and yet the 
will never renewed, or made willing in the day 
of God’s. power. O then, Sirs, let us take 
heed that we be not deceived in this matter.” 

(4.) Some judge themfelves pure, becaufe 
they have efcaped the pollutions of the world: 
They have, it may be, forfaken fome fins, that 
only time, and circumftances changing, have 
tired them out of. They may imagine, that 
their abftaining from the grofs evils of the ge- 
neration is true fanctity. But there is:a:‘two- 
fold fanétification, one of the fe/b, and ano- 
ther of the /pirit: I take the former to bean 
abftaining from grofs and fcandalous fins, like 
thofe fpoken of, 2 Pet. ii.20. They may come 
this length, and yet be ftrangers to:purity, or 
true fanctity of heart or life. But there is a 
fanctification of /pirit, when God gives the pro- 
mifed new heart and new /pirit. Now, many 
take the. former for the latter: they take re- 
{training grace for renewing grace. God re- 
{trains Pagans, yea, devils alfo, from doing a 
thoufand ill curns, that they would otherwife 
do. What is the motive that makes them ab 
ftain from thefe fins? Is it the love of God? 
or the fear of God? , Nay, take away public 
fhame and reproach, they would go forward 
to all manner.of wickednefs: and yet becaufe 
they are outwardly pure, they are ready to con- 
clude themfelves innocent. But, man; what 


though you had not a tongue? yet you can ~ 


curfe God in your heat.. What though you had 
noteyes! yet you can commit adultery in your 


-heart. 
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(s.) Some judge themfelves pure, becaufe 
they fide with the /rridtef party, like Paul; anAe- 


brew of the Hebrews: But it is not fiding with the - 


truth, though that be commendable; but being 
Janitified by the truth, that will do the bufinefs. 
Judas was a fon of perdition, though he join- 
ed with the truth for a while. 

(6.) Ina word, many judge themfelves pure, 
becaufe they have no di/quiet or diflurbance in 
their con/ciences ; whereas it may be but the de- 
vil that is keeping all his goods in peace: While 
the frong man armed keepeth the houfe, bis goods are 
in peace, Luke xi. 21.. When the confcience once 
becomes feared, or fopited, it ceafes to be God’s 
faithful deputy ; and then there is nothing but 
an intire calm. | 


The fourth ufe that we make of the doétrine, 
is for trial and examination. Well, Sirs, O put 
yourfelves to the trial, left you go down to the 
grave with a lye in your right-hand. When 
God is faying, There is a generation pure in their 
own eyes, yet not wafbed from their filthinefs ; a ge- 
neration of felf-conceited people, that are but 
deceiving themfelves; it {hould put us to fay, 
Mafter, is it [2 And if we fhould fufpect our- 
felves, were it faid, One of you fhall betray me; 
one of you fhall deceive yourfelf: how much 
more when it is faid, a whole generation is-thus 
fettodeceive themfelyes about eternal falvation. 
Try if ever you have been humbled for, and 
delivered from this felf-conceit. You may exa- 
mine it by thefe things following. 

1, Try it by the end you propofe in doing a- 
ny good action, or going about any good duty. 
The proud felf-conceited man is always vain- 
glorious: How can you believe that feek glory one of 
another? faith Chrift, John v. 44. The man 
feeks his own praife and applaufe: thus Jehu, 
as you may fee, 2 Kings x. 15,16. Js thy heart 
right as mine? faith he to Jehonadab. Whereas 
the humble man hath always a better conceit 
of another perfon’s heart than of his own, be- 
ing always fufpicious of himfelf; and fo would 
rather fay, when he meets with one like Jeho- 
nadab, O! is my heart right and upright as 
his is. Again, fays Jehu to Jehonadab, Come 

fee my zeal for the Lord: yea, but true zeal defires 

not to be feen of any, but him who eth in /e- 
cret. If our lamp will not burn without the 
oyl of mens praife, it is a fign that felf-conceit 
hath the predominant. I read of one, who, 
when ina monattry, fafted whole days together 
with eafe; but in the defart he could not hold 
out till noon, but his belly would crave pre- 
fently: when he demanded the reafon of this, 
he had the following anfwer given, That in 
the monattry, the praife of man was inftead of 
meat to him; he fed there upon it: which 
fuftenance failing him, in the defart, his faft- 
ing ftrength failed alfo. 

2. Try it, not only by the end you propofe, 
in doing good actions; viz. the glory of God, 
not daring to feek yourfelf, if truly humbled; 
but examine it alfo by the manner of doing the 
duty; not daring to truft yourfelf, but affect- 
ed with a fenfe of your own infirmity, refting 
wholly upon the power of God, to be perfect- 
ed in your weaknefs. Self-conceit will venture 
upon any duty without fear, faying, with Pe- 
ter, Though all men forfake thee, yet will not I. But 
humility will venture upon nothing, without 
looking for the promifed fupply, faying, with 
Paul, Not that we are fufficient of ourfelves, to think 


SELF-CONGCEITED PROFESSORS DISSECTED, 


SERM, CXXXI. 


any thing as of ourfelves; but our fufficiency is of God, 
2 Cor. lil. 5. 

3, Examine it by the z/fue of your religious 
duties ; or your deportment after the doing there- 
of.. Self-conceit will take the praife of the du- 
ty done, faying, with Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 
iv. 30. Js not this great Babylon that I have built? 
But humility fends it back to the Lord, faying, 
with David, Not unto us, not unto us; but to thy 
name be the glory, Pfal. exv. 1. 

But, perhaps, it may be afked, Where will you 
jind aman upon earth that is not tainted with this 
pride and felf ? . 

To this it might be replied; Thoughts of 
pride and vain-glory may ru/h into the heart 
of an humbled faint; yea, but they ref# in the 
heart of a hypocrite. Again, if the faint fees 
himfelf, in the doing of any thing, proud ; 
then he istwice ashumble afterward, becaufe 
he was not humble. There may be fome kind. 
of humility in an hypocrite, and fome remains 
of pride in a faint: but here is the difference; 
the hypocrite’s humility makes him proud; 
whereas the faint’s pride makes him humble. 
The hypocrite’s humility is followed with pride, 
and the faint’s pride is followed with humili- 
ation. ‘The hypocrite is proud, becaufe he is 
humble; but the faint ishumble, on account of 
his pride. Thus Hezekiah’s heart was lifted up} 
but it is faid of him, 2 Chron. xxxxii. 26. that 
he humbled himfelf for the pride of his heart. Ina 
true believer, there is either the fore-humility, 
helping him to do the duty right; or the after- 
humility, exercifing him for doing the duty 
wrong, which is the moft fevere of the two. 
“ He hath either, as one faith, the directing 
“ humility, for the right manner; or the cor-, 
recting humility, for the erroneous manner, 
of doing.” If we can follow the fway of our 
own pride and vain-glorious affections, with- 
out all refpect to God’s glory, and yet never be 
truly humbled afterwards, this is evident hy- 
pocrify, and an.unconteftable proof that we 
have not the leaft grain of fincerity. And, in- 
deed, gofpel-fincerity is many times more hum- 
bled for fuch mixtures of defilement in duty, 
than for fome actions fimply evil in themfelves. 

4. Try this point by your /everity againft fin in 
yourfelves, An hypocrite cannot endure fin in 
others; no, not fo much as a mote in his bro- 
ther’s eye; though yet he can endure a deam in 
hisown. A true believer is ready to throw the 
firft ftone at himfelf; he will be ready to fay 
more againft himfelf, than any other can fay 
againft him: he cannot wink at fins in him- 
felf, nor in his neareft and deareft relation. As 
he loves good in his greateft enemy; fo he 
hates fin in his neareft friend. 

5. Examine it by your rejoicing at the graces, 
and grieving at the fins of others, as well as your 
own. The man that is pure in his own eyes, 
and felfith, if he can grieve for his own fis, he 
is not careful to grieve for the fins of others: this 
is fufpicious, as if he grieved not for God’s 
caufe, or for the difhonours his own fins hath 
done to him; for, were he truly affected for 
the offence he himfelf hath done to God, then 
would he grieve alfo, that the fins of others 
difhonour God and ftain his glory: but he is 
grieved for his own fake, for fear of fome e- 
vil procured to himfelf by his fin; which ar- 
gues felf-loye, rather than love to God.— 
Again, the man that is pure in his Own eyes, 
and felfifh, if he rejoices im bis own graces, yet 
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not in the graces of others ; or when he fees the 
glory of God fet forth by others, when he hath 
no hand in it himfelf: he is like the men of 
Ephraim, faying toJephthah, Wherefore paffedft 
thou. over to fight againft the children of Ammon, and 
didft not callus? Judges xii..1.° But the humble 
foul, in whom felf:is broken, can rejoice, and 
give praife and thanks to hear or fee that God 
is glorified, though he himfelf was not the in- 
ftrument thereof: This appears to be the frame 
of Paul, Phil. 1.8, ‘Tho’ ome preached Chri? out 
of envy and vain-glory ; yet for the matter found, 
though for the manner unfuitable; what was 
that to Paul, that Chrift was truly preached? 
Therein, fays he, [ido rejoice ; yea, and will rejoice. 

Examine yourfelves by thefe things: judge 
and try yourfelves, that you may not live in 
the dark, and ftill remain uncertain whether 
you are in a flate of nature or grace. 


» The:fourth ufe that we make of the doctrine, 
fhall be for exhortation. O Sirs, feek that the 
. Lord would deliver you from /e/fconceit, and 
proud thoughts of yourfelves. Were we might ad- 
drefs three different kinds’ of perfons.—We 
might exhort the proud, to receive'a word of 
terror: but having dropt a word of this nature, 
on the fixth inference onthe ufe of information, 
we fhall not here infift farther upon it. — We 
might alfo {peak a word to the humble, and ad- 
vife them to receive'a word of comfort: but hav- 
ing likewife infifted a little on this, on the fifth 
inference, on the above ufe of information, we 
fhall refer to what was there offered.— We 
might addrefs ourfelves to a// in general: but 
as we offered fomething of this nature on the 
third particular on the fecond ufe, viz. of cau- 
tion, we dhall pafs this by at the time alfo, 

It is the eafieft thing in the world for a man 
to flatter himfelf,:and dream that he is rich, 
and increafed m goods, and flands m need ‘of nothing ; 
and to think the beft of. himfelf: but yet no- 
thing is more dangerous. It is dangerous to 
be flattered by another; 4 man thas flattereth his 
neighbour, fpreadeth a net for his feet, Prov. xxix. §.: 
but yet ‘it is more dangerous to flatter our- 
felves; for felf-flattery fpreads a net for our 


fouls: and many fouls are caught at laft in’ 


this net. It is a great evil for a man to deceive 
another; but much more for a man to deceive 
himfelf: even fo, it is a terrible thing for a 
man to kill another; yet it is ftill more dread- 
ful for one to kill and deftroy himfelf. But 
the evil and danger of it I opened before. 


Let us take heed then, and be jealous and 


fufpicious of ourfelves, efpecially when we find 
good conceits of ourfelves arife in our hearts. 
And that we may not be felf-conceited, and 
pure in our own eyes, let us take thefe follow- 
ing directions, by way of antidote, with which 
I conclude the fubject. 
vEsT. How may aman avoid this felf-conceit, 
of judging of him/felf better than indeed he is? 
Answ. The firf# antidote againft felf-conceit, 
is, “ To look well to ourfelves, and our foul 
“ faces in the glafs of the holy Jaw.” Mahy 
may vainly imagine their faces fair and clean, 
till they come to look in a glafs; and they no 
_ fooner look therein, but they fee many {pots 
and defilements which before they thought 
not of. So let us do here; let us examine 
ourfelves by the Jaw; examine what,and how 
much the law requires; and how far fhort we 
come of that purity, grace, and holinefs that 


* 
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is there required; and then you will find little 
caufe of falling in love with your Ethiopian 
face, or dote upon yourfelves, when you fee 
that you are fo ugly and deformed: a fight of 
your deformity would keep you from felf- 
conceit.. When, in the glafs of the law, you 
fee your own defiled and deformed vilage 
and monftrous fhape, you will find little caufe 
to’ be enamoured with your own beauty. 
Men are pure in their own eyes, becaufe they 
do not make ufe of this looking-glafs. When 
the commandment came, and Paul {aw himfelf in 
this glafs, then fin revived, and he died to all con- 
ceit of his own purity. When you view your- 
felf'in this glafs, it will make you fay the quite 
contrary to.the young man in the gofpel, None 
of all thefe things have I kept from my youth. 

The /econd antidote againft felf-conceit, is, 
“To take a look of Chrif’s fair face in the glafs 
“of the gofpel.” This would be a mighty pre- 
fervative: Beholding as in glafs the glory of God, we 
are changed, 2 Cor. iti. 18. When Job faw this 
fight, then he crys out, Bebold, [am vile; noqw, 
Labhore myfelf, and repent in duft and afhes. A fight of 
Chrift’s matchlefs beauty would make us loath 
our deformity. A fight of his perfect righteouf- 
nefs, in its glory, would make us fee and be 
humbled for our own guiltinefs and fin.— If a 
foul-fac’d perfon, who thinks himfelf hand- 
fom enough, fet himfelf witha very beautiful 
perfon to look into a glafs together, the beau- 
tiful face, which he fees befide his own, will 
make him think very little of himfelf, when 
compared with the other. O! how infinitely 
more, if, with one eye, we look at our own de- 
formed picture, and with the other at the in- 
finite perfection of beauty that is in Chrift! we 
cannot but abhore ourfelves. Never any man 
faw Chrift’s beauty, but he looked upon him- 
felf asa monfter, and fank into nothing in his 
own conceit. Othen, Sirs, feek a fight of the 
glory of Chrift. 

The third antidote ‘again{t felf-conceit, is, 
‘To compare ourfelves with thofe that’ are 
“ before us, and not behind us.” A‘ blockhead 
is but a blockhead ftill, though he hath more 
learning fiH than a plowman: though, per- 
haps, comparing himfelf with a clown, he 
thinks himfelf to be a learned man; but com- 
pare him with a learned man, and then, not- 
withftanding his high opinion of himfelf, he 
will appear but half an idiot. So it is here; 
the civil. honeft man, when he compares him- 
felf with the {winith drunkard, the foul adul- 
terer, the prodigious fwearer, he begins, in a 
manner, poor man, to Saint himfelf, as if he 
was the only man that fhould be faved. And 
thus the proud conceited Pharifee raifes himfelf 
on his tip-toes, by comparing himfelf with the 
publican; God, I'thank thee, that Iam not as other 
men, nor as this publican: fo'faith the civil man; 
Tam not fuch a drunkard, fuch a {wearer, as 
fuch a man is: and fo, becaufe they are not 
fo bad as others that are worfe, hence they 
conceive themfelves to be wonderfully good. 
But now, the way to meafure yourfelves, is 
not to look backward, but to look forward: not 
to confider how much youw are behind drun- 
kards and fwearers; but to look forward, and 
fee how far fhort you are of them who are 
truly zealous and religious, truly godly and 
gracious. Compare yourfelves with them; 
have you that meafure of knowledge, faith, 
experience, mortification, zeal, and obedience, 
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which they have? Are you as confcientious 
in fecret devotion, and other parts of religion? 
Alas! how far fhortdo youcomeof them! And 
yet the beft of them are far fhort of what they 
fhould be: andif you be fhort of them, whoare 
but fhort-comers themfelves; how far fhort do 
youcome! What grounds have you to think 
wellof yourfelves, whoare beyonda drunkard, 
when, in the mean time, you are far thort of 
a good Chriftian?.. Therefore, to keep down 
this f{piritual pride, look not at publicans, but 
gracious perfons. And if you find yourfelves 
like to fwell with this conceit, J am not as this 


publican; then, on the other hand, humble, 


yourfelves with this meditation, /.am not as this 
racious perfon. ; 
But fome will think, that even gracious per- 
fons have their blemifhes; and fo they com- 
pare themfelves, and their fins, with the grofs 


fins of Lot, Noah, David, Peter, and other god?’ 
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.they not come to Chritft? 


ly men; and fo ftill they conceive a good‘ 6pi-" 


nion of themfelves, and think all is well. But 
you would confider, that the falls of the god- 
ly did ferve for their own humility, and for 
our warning. God knoweth how to chattife 
his own who offend, giving repentance unto 
life and falvation: -but he will juftly condemn 
thofe who wittingly ftumble at their falls, and 
wilfully ly in their fins, being fallen. We are 
not to follow the beft of men in all their acti- 
ons. As the cloud that guided the Ifraelites 
had two fides, the one bright and fhining, the 
other black and dark; fuch is the cloud of the 
examples of godly men: thofe that will be di- 
rected by the light fide thereof, fhall, with the 
children of Ifrael, pafs fafely toward the hea- 
venly Canaan; but thofe that will follow the 
dark fide of it, fhall perifh, with the Egyptians, 
in the Red-fea of deftruction. 

The fourth antidote againit felf-conceit, is, 
* To think upon that exact and ftrict judgment 
“ and efimate, that muft be taken of you at 
“ the great day of judgment.” Then muft you 
be judged, not by what you judge yourfelves 
tobe, but by what you are indeed. Meditate 
with yourfelves; ‘“ Now, Iam pure in mine 
“ owneyes; [think I may be content with the 
“ purity [have: but amlnow, and willl then 
be pure in God’s fight, whofe eyes are as a 
flame of fire, to penetrate through and try 
all the moft retired wickednefs, and hidden 
“ drofs and corruption which lies in my heart 
“ and nature, thoughts and affections, as well 
“asin my life and actions?” Will you be 
able to ftand that exquifite trial of the impar- 
tial Judge? No, by no means. The faith and 
meditation of this would mortify the elevated 
conceit you have of yourfelves. Remember 
you mutt come to judgment. 

In.a word, if you would not die of this dit 
eafe, then ¢ruj? not your own judgment in your own 
eafe. He that would be wife, in the {cripture 
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fenfe, mutt become a fool, that he may be wife, 1 Cor. 
iii.18. He muft deny him/elf, and not lean to his 
own underftanding, Prov. ili. 5. There is pride of 
underftanding that takes place, both.in humbled 
finners, who dare not come to Chrift; andin . 
hardened finners, who will not come to Chrift. 

There is a pride of underfianding, I fay, anda 
pride of wi/dom, that takes place in humbled fin- 
ners, who dare not come to Chrift? Why do 
Truly they judge 
themfelves fo vile, that they think they fhould 
not come: what pride is here?, O! af Iwas 
pure, then I would come! What is the language 
of this? Jf 1 were pure and holy, then, you think, 
Chrift would love me. Indeed, it were well, poor 
humbled foul, if there be any fuch here; it 
were well if you were pure and holy: but 
to imagine that he will not fave you,. becaufe 
you have no goodnefs, or worth in you, to in- 


-duce him to love you, is an evidence of the 


greateft pride: is it not pride that you would 
be at fomething in yourfelf, for which Chrift 
fhould caft his love upon you? But know, that 
Chrift will fave you, not becaufe you are good; 
but that he may make you good: not becaufe 
you are pure; but that he may make you pure. 
And therefore, if the fenfe of your impurity 
keep you back from coming to him, it is but 
ftinking pride. Though, perhaps, you did 
not think it was pride; yet itis fo: for though - 
you be vile in your own eyes; yet, the thing 
you would be at, in this matter, is, you would 
be pure in your eyes; and then you think you 
would be pure in his eyes too. Come to Chrift, 
though you have nothing of your ewn to 
bring with you to him; for, you muft come 
to him empty, and ftript of all your own pro; 
per good; that you may get all in him, and. 
from him. : . tian 
Again, There isa pride of underftanding and opi- 
nion, that takes place in hardened finners, who 
will not come:to Chrift.. They truft their own 
judgment in their own cafe: they are both judge 
and party; and their judgment is not according to 
truth: for they judge themfelves not to be fo 
bad as they are. Yea, they are pure in their own 
eyes: and therefore they will not come to Chrift 
to be purified, juftified, or fanctified ; and fo, no - 
wonder that they are not wa/fhed from their filthi- 
nefi. scaee Ts 
Therefore, I fay, do not truft your own judg- 
ment, in your own cafe. Let the word of God 
judge you: and judge yourfelves, not by your 
own underftanding, but by that word of God 
that will judge you at the laft day. — Examine 
yourfelves. by the word: felf-examination 
would bring down your felf-conceit. And pray 
that God would fearch and try you, faying, 
with the pfalmift, Pfalm cxxxix. 23, 24. Search 
me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know 
my reins: and fee if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlafting. . ) 
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Wispom’s Ways Pleafantnefs, and her Parus Peace. * 


é PROVERBS ili, 17, . 
Wifdom's ways are ways of pleafantne/s, and all her paths are peace. 


S the way of religion is a /afe and /ure 

_ way, Prov x.9.; fo here it is defcribed 

~, to be a /weet and pleafant way. Several 
other characters are given of Wifdom’s ways, in 
the preceding verfes, which are as fo many 
arguments to feek after true wi/dom, and after 
Curis‘, the efential wifdom of the Father., The 
happinefs of thefe who find wifdom is ¢ran/- 
cendent happinefs; far exceeding all that can be 
found in this world, ver, 14,15. Itis true hap- 


, pinefs, including all thofe things which are 


fuppofed to make man happy, ver. 16, 17. 
Wispom is here reprefented as a bright and 
beautiful queen, diftributing gifts to her lov- 
ing fubjects ; fuch as length of days, even ever- 
fafting life; riches and honours. Here is true 


riches, the unfearchable riches of Chrift; true ho- 
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nours, the righteous 1s more excellent than his neigh- 
bour ; yea, though they were in this world bu- 
ried in obfcurity, they will, in the next, /hine 
Sorth as the fun. Here is true pleafure; Her ways 
are ways of pleafantne/s. | 
- It is no argument againft this fubject, that 
the wicked world can find no pleafure in Wif- 
dom’s ways: for, as that food is delightful to 
a beaft, which would be loathfom, like death, 
toaman; fo, to an unrenewed man, thefe 
things are delightful, which, toa fandtified foul, 
would be loathfom: no wonder, therefore, 
that thefe things that are moft pleafant to a 
renéwed foul, are difrelifhed by thefe whofe 
beaftly nature was never changed, or who 
have no fpiritual health. If we would prove 
that wine is pleafanter than vinegar, or bread 
than afhes, we would not appeal to the appetite 
of the fick or difeafed; it is the found and 
healthful that muft be judges. Thofe who 
have bafe thoughts of God himfelf, cannot 
love him, or delightin him; but all that ho- 
nour him in Chrift know and acknowldege, 
that Wifdom’s ways are ways of pleafantne/s, and all 
her paths are peace. 
‘Such as men are, fuch are their delights. 
We are naturally filled with malignant enmi- 
ty againit God and godlinefs; and therefore, 
no reafon will perfuade them that God and 
godlinefs are the moft pleafant delights: no 
reafon, I fay, but what perfuades them from 
that enmity. No reafon will perfuade a floath- 
ful man, that labour is better than fleep and 


idlenef{s: no reafon will perfuade a drunkard, - 


glutton, or voluptous perfon, that abftinence 
and moderation is the fweeteft life. Till God 
change their hearts, they will not change their 
pléatieun nn. oe 

In the words we have a twofold doétrine: 


the one is, That Wifdom’s ways are pleafantnefs; the 
other is, That all her paths are peace. 

Here feveral practical queftions may be pro- 
pounded arid folved, for a more accurate ex- 
plication of the words, and clear uptaking of 
their meaning, 

Quest. 1. What are we to underfland by Wis- 
DOM’S WAYS? 

Answ.. As by Wifdom we are efpecially to un- 
derftand Curist, who is the Wi/dom of God, and 
an whom are hid all the treafures of wifdom and know- 
ledge; {0, by Wifdom’s ways, we way under- 
ftand, either the ways wherein Wifdom walk- 
eth towards us, which are fummed up in mercy 
and truth, Mic. vii. 20. Pfalm xcviii.3. MERCY 
lays the foundation; TrutH puts on the cope- 
Jtone: or the ways wherein Wifdom directeth us 
to walk, which are fummed up in faith and love; 
Faitu fees and fies to Chrift; and Love takes 
pleafure in him: by faith we come toChrift, by 
love we walk in his pleafant way. 

Quest. 2. Why are Wifdom's ways faid to be 
PLEASANTNESS? It is not only pleafant, but 
pleafantnefs, in the abftract. ss 

_ Answ. Why, it.is to fhew, that Wifdom’s 
ways are fuch wherein abundant delight and 
fatisfaction areto befound: alltheenjoyments 
and entertainments of fenfe are!not compar- 
able to the pleafures which the gracious foul 
finds in communion and féllowfhip with God, 
and in the courfe of holy gofpel-fervice and 
obedience: yea, it is not this or that way of 
Wifdom, but her ways are all ftrowed with 
rofes and pleafures. 

Quest. 3. What is underfiood by Wifdom's PATHS? 

Answ. If this has any other meaning than 
Wifdom’s ways, and be not a different expref- 
fion of the fame thing; then it feems to im- 
port, that not only the ways of religion in ge- - 
neral, but all the particular paths of that way 
are pleafant; every act of grace, every inftance 
of duty, every particular piece of {piritual fer- 
vice, the very fecret path of religious duties, 
as well as the open ways of divine worthip, 
are all pleafantnefs. a 

- QuEsT. 4. What is to be underftood by PEACE? 

Answ. Why, Wifdom’s paths are not only 
peaceable, but peace itfelf: not only peace in the 
end; Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
Sor the latter end of that.man is peace: but they al- 
fo bring in, advance, and increafe peace of recon- 
cilation, between.God and man; peace of confci- 
ence, between man and himfelf; and peace of 
concord, between man and man: of the the firft 


' youread, Rom. v.1.; of the fecond, Prov.xv.15.; 


and of the third, Pfal. cxxxiii. 1. 


* This Subject was profecuted in five Difcourfes, in the Author’s own church at Dunfermline. It was begun on Thurfday the 24th 
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The words themfelves are a doctrinal pro- 
pofition; and, in difcourfing from them, we 
adduce no other, namely, 


Doct. That Wifdom’s ways are pleafantnefs, and 
all her paths are peace. 


The method we lay down, for the illuftra-. 


tion of this point of doétrine, through divine 
afliftance, fhall be the following. 


I, We fhall demonftrate the truth of this pro- 
pofition, That Wifdom’s ways are pleafantnefs, 

II. Confider the quality of that pleafure that 
is to be found in Wifdom’s ways. ° 

III. Speak of the particular paths of Wifdom 
which are all peace. 

IV. Open up the nature and qualities of that 
peace. 

V. Make application of the whole fubject. 


I. We fhall effay to demonftrate the truth of 
this propofition, viz. That Wifdom’s ways are plea- 
fantuefs. And this we may do, 1. By an induc- 
tion of particulars, reprefenting fome of Wif- 
dom’s ways that are pleafantnefs. 2. By open- 
ing up fome of the {prings of pleafure which 
Wifdom’s children, who keep her ways, draw 
her pleafures and comforts from. 

if, We may demonftrate the truth of the 
obfervation by an induction of particulars, fhew- 
ing fome of Wifdom’s ways that are pleafant- 
nefs. And here there are’ four ways of Wif- 
dom I fhall mention; there are, 1. Providen- 
tial adminiftrations. . 2, Doétrinal principles. 
3. Evangelical graces. 4. Spiritual benefits 
and: works of God, in and towards Wifdom’s 
children, which are all pleafantnefs. 

[1.] There. are providential adminiftrations that 
are part of Wifdom’s ways; thefe are wonder- 
fully pleafant and unfearchable, Rom. xi. 33. 
Rev. xv. 3. The Lord gives his people caufe to 
praife him daily for his mercy, Pfalm xxxv. 27. 

OsjEectT. But what fhall be faid of bis Rovs and 
AFFLICTIONS? No affliction is joyous, but grievous, 
Heb. xil. 11. . 

ANsw. Let it be confidered, that it is not faid 
they are grievous, but only /eem to be fo: No 
chaftifement SEEMETH to be joyous, but grievous. 
They are not truly grievous, but truly joyous: 
for, there may be much joy in affliction, 1 Thef.i. 6. 
If we confult the prophet Habakkuk, chap. iii. 
16, 17, 18. we will find extreme affliction, yet 
- joy. Thus David, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. was greatly 
diftrefled: Saul was driving him about like a 
partridge, and perfecuting him; the Phili- 
ftines are fufpecting him; his friends, who 
fhould have comforted, are taken captive; the 
people are fpeaking of fioning him; yet David encou- 
raged himfelf in the Lord his God. See James i.2. 
2 Cor. xii. 10. They rejoiced that they were counted 
worthy to be affiicted and fuffer /hame for Chrift, A&ks 
v. 41. They went away rejoicing in their afflic- 
tion, They took joyfully the fpoiling of their goods, 
Heb. x. 34. Many examples we have to this 
purpofe; and even of martyrs rejoicing in the 
flames. Why did that martyr cry out, “ That 


“the. fire and: torture he endured was more’ 
*< pleafant than a bed: of rofes?”” Why did 
Paul and Silas fing fo merrily and chearfully 


in the ftocks, amidft the dark prifon? “Why, 


they fealed this by their experience, that Wy, 


dom:s ways are pleafantne/s, even in all her pro- 
vidential adminiftrations, and moft afflictive 
difpenfations, as well as profperous. 
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[2.] There are doctrinal propofitions that are 
part of Wifdom’s ways; and thefe alfo are all 
pleafantnefs. The truths and doétrines of his 
word are /weeter than the honey and honey-comb, 
Pfal. xix. 10. cxix.103. Thy teflimonies are my de- 
light, fays David, Pfal..cxix.24.. Thy word was 
found of me, and I did eat it ;. and thy word was to 
me.the joy and rejoicing of mine heart, Jer. xv. 16.: 
Intimating, that his words mutt be eaten and 
digefted, before the fweetnefs of them can be 
relifhed. There is efpecially a fingular plea- 
fure in the doctrines of Chrift’s go/pel.— The doc- 
trine of his incarnation; O how pleafant! See 
the angels finging of it to the fhepherds, Luke | 
il. 10, 11, 13, 14.— From his incarnation go to 
his active obedience; O how pleafant! It is the 
rightcoufne/s of God. Chrift’s human nature had, 
never any exiftence feparate from the divine: no 
fooner was it, than it was united toGod. Thus. 
he magnified the law, Va, xlii..21.— Let us pro- 
ceed from ‘his doing to his dyimg: How plea- 
fant is the doctrine of his paffive obedience! Ma, 
ill. 5. wounded for our tranfgreffons ; fatisfied the 
juftice of God ; gave himfelf a /acrifice of a /weet- 
Jmelling favour unto God, Eph,v.2. O what a 
pleafant and a favoury doétrine may it be to 
us !— But, from his paffion, let us go to his re- 
Jurrection: how pleafant is the doétrineof Chrift’s _ 
refurrection! Here is the foundation of our. 
joyful hope; we are begotten. thereto by his re- 
Jurrection, ‘1 Pet. i. 3. —From his refurre¢tion let 
us pafs to his a/cenfion: how pleafant is the doc- 
trine of Chrift's afcenfion in heaven! See 
Eph. iv, 8. Acts v. 31. Pfal. xviii. 18. The words 
are emphatic; He hath afcended up, on high; he 
‘bath received gifts for. men.— From his afcenfion, 
look to his znterceffion: how pleafant is the doc; 
trine of his interceflion into heaven! Of this we 
read, 1 fohn 11. 1,2. /fany man fin, we have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Web. vil. 25. He is able to, 
Save to the.uttermoft, feeing be ever liveth to. make in- 
terceffjon for them. We is God. in our. nature; 
nothing can be nearer unto man, than man- 
hood. Chrift is our kindred; and-he is God’s 
eternal Son, his beloved Son: whatever he afks, he 
fhall obtain; The Father hears him always. — 
Thefe doctrinal principles are fo many wells 
from which true believers may draw much 
comfort and {weetnefs. | * 

Upon this head of do¢frinal principles, I migh 
bring in a multitude of pleafant things ; fuch, 
as, the pleafant counfels of Chrift, the plea- 
fant invitations, the pleafant promifes, and:the 
pleafant records of the word. 

1. The pleafant counfels of Chri? in the word 3 
fuch as,. Rev. ili. 17,18. J counfel thee to buy. of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou. mayeft be rich; and, 
white raiment, that.thou, mayeft be clothed; and eye- 
Salve that.thou mayeft fee. Owhat,a pleafant coun:. 
fellor is Chrift, the Wifdom of Cod! He will guide 


by his counfel, and afterwards receive to his glory. 
2. The pleafant,znyztations of the word; fuch, 
as thefe, Ifa.lv.1. Ho, every one that thirfetb, come 
ye to the waters, &c. Mat. xi. 28, Come unto me, 
-allye that labour and are heavy, laden, and I will give. 
you ref. See alfo Hof. xiy, 1. Jer. tii. 4, 14, 22, 
And, ‘how fweerly will he invite them at the 
laft day, who accept of his invitation. here? 
Come ye bleffed of my Hather, inherit, the kingdom pre- 

pared for you, from the foundation of the world. 
3. The pleafant promifes.of:the word, which 
are great and precious, and Yea and Amen in Chrift; 
fuch as the promife of regeneration, Ezek, xxxvi. 
26. A new heart alfo will I give you, and a new fpi- 
eee hs apg rit 
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rit will I put within you; and I will take away the 
ftony heart out. of your flesh, and Iwill give you an heart 
of flefh--— The promife of jufification and pardon; 
Heb. viil. 12. Hor [ will: be merciful to their unrigh- 
teoufne/sy. and:their fins and their iniquities will I re- 
member.no more.— The promile of adoption; 2Cor. 
vi. FS. And F will be a Father unto you, and ye fhall 
be my fons and daughters, faith the Lord almighty.— 
The promife of /fanétifcation ; Ezek. xxxxvi. 27. 
And Iwill put my. Spirit within you, and caufe.you. ta 
walk in my flatutes; and ye fhall keep my judgments, 
and do them. — The promife of the Spirit for this 
end plentifully; For I will pour water upon him 
. that.1s thirfly, and floods upon the dry ground ; I will 
pour my Spirit.upon.thy feed, and my bleffing upon thine. 
of-/pring, Ia. xliv.3.— The promife of renewed 
communications out of his fulne/s; John. 16. And 
out of his fulne/s have all we received, and grace for 
grace,— The promife of peace.and comfort; John 
XVi. 33. Thefe things have I Jpoken unto you, that in 
me ye might have.peace.— The promife of frrength, 
and /upport, and of furmture for active and paf- 
five duty, for doing and fuffering ; Hewill give 
power tothe faint, and to them that have no might, 
he will increa/e. firength, Ufa.xl. 29. — The promife 
of his conflant prefence; Heb, xiii. 5. J will never 
leavethee, nor forfake. thee. — The promife of per/e- 
verance; Jer. xxxit. 40: And I will make an ever- 
lafiing covenant with. them, that [will not turn away 
Svom them to do them good ; but Iwill put my fear in 
thew bearts, that they fhall not depart from me. 

4. The pleafant records of the word, with re- 
ference to many, other things, befides what I 
have juft now. mentioned; fuch as, 

(1.) A record of pleafant parables: among o- 
thers, that of the /of? great, and what joy. there 
was at the finding of it; reprefenting the va- 
lue that the. Lord puts upon the /of foul, when 
found, as.if it were a treafure wherein he takes 
peculiar pleafure.—The parable of the of /heep, 
fuch.as we are; and what joy there was upon 
the finding. of it.— The parable of the /of./on; 
and: what joy there was.upon his returning.— 
All thefe three are recorded, Luke xv. 

(2.) A record of pleafant providences; fuch 
as, the providence concerning Fo/eph;. the pro- 
vidence: concerning E/ther.;. all the providences 
relative to J/rael; the providence about the. three 
children, and Daniel humfelf; recorded in the 
book of Daniel. Whata field of pleafant me- 
ditation. is here ! ets Say | 

(3-) A record: of pleafant experiences, of the. 
faints; {uch as, the experience that David had: 


of the Lord’s delivering him out of the paw of 


the hon, out of the horrible pit ; his experience of: 
communion. with. God, Palm. Ixxxiv. and lxiii. ‘One 
day. in. thy. courts is better. than a thoufand, &c. Oto 
Jee thy, power and thy glory, as I have feen.thee in the 
Sanctuary! —The. experience of the Spou/e, Song 
iL 3. Lfat down under bis fhadow. with great delight. 


He brought me into the banquetting-houfe, and:bis bau- 


ner. over, me was love: Yea, for our comfort, 
we have experiences recorded of. their defertion. 
and, darkne/s ; as Pfalm lxvii. 7... Hath the Lord for- 
gotten to be gracious? And Ifa. xlix. 14. Zion faid, 


The Lord hath. Sorfaken me; and. my Lord.hath for-. 


ORG they KBE wes, Been ao bases gets 
(4.). A record of pleafant titles which are giv-. 
en to God, to Chrift, to the Spirit, and to, the. 
Saints. | Sree ee ee AST ESs a = ; 
1. Many pleafant titles are given, to Gop ; 
fuch as, he is called the Father of mercies; the. 
God, of all confolations ; the God and Father of our Lord: 
Fefus Chri; the Father of the fatherlels. O! let 
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poor fatherlefs, helplefs finners fee a well of 
{weet pleafure here, at their head. See Pfalm 
X.14, cil. 13. Hof. xiv.3. He is called the Foun- 
tam of hving water, Jer. ii. 13.. A fountain al- 
ways flowing and overflowing. See Ifa. xxxv. - 
6,7. He.is called the Hope of Irael, Jer. xiv. 8. 
O the Hope of Irael, and the Saviour thereof in time 
of trouble! We is called a fin pardoning God ; Exod. 
xxzlv. 6,7. Lhe Lord, the Lord God merciful and gra- 
cious, pardoning imiquity, and tranfgreffion, and fin, 
He is called a prayer hearing God; Pfalm lxv. 2. 
O thou that heareft prayer, unto, thee fhall all jlefh 
come. 

2. Many pleafant titles are given toCHRisT. 
He is called the Shepherd, John x. the faithful 
Shepherd, the chief Shepherd, the good Shepherd, 
who will not fuffer his people to want; they 
fhall not want provifion, protection, dire¢tion, 
countel, &-c.; and alfo a tender-hearted Shepherd, 
Ifa. xl.i1, He is called the Phyfician, the good 
Samaritan, the Lord that healeth us. He is called 
the Redeemer, who pays our ranfom. He is cal- 
led the Define of all nations, a Friend, a Husband, a 
Bridegroom, a Brother,an Advocate, the wonderful 
Counfellor, the mighty God, the everlafting Father, 
the Prince of peace, the Sun of righteou/ne/s, the Sa- 
viour, of finners: every one of thefe relative titles 
are full of pleafure and fweetnefs. Befide, his 
comparative titles are full of pleafure: he is fair- 
er than the fons of men; more glorious than the moun- 
tains of prey; the bright and morning Star ; the Rofe 
of Sharon ; the Apple-tree among the trees of the wood. 
Befides all thefe, his ab/olute. titles. are all full of 
pleafure; for, he is Gad over all, bleffed for ever ; 
even the true God and eternal hfe. —Q what a de- 
licious field of meditation is here for the gra- 
cious foul! 

3. Many pleafant titles are given to, the. Ho- 
LY GuosT. He is called the Remembrancer, John, 
xiv. 26,; the Helper, -that helpeth our infirmities, 
Rom. vill, 26,; the Teacher, 1 John ii.2.; the 
Revealer of- deep. and hidden thing; for he /earch- 
eth all things, even the.deep things of God; the Con- 
vincer and Reprover, John xvi. 8,; the Sancfifer, 
Rom. xv. 16. The Gentiles were fanctified. bythe, Ho- 
lyGhoft; therefore he is called the Speri of hoh- 
nes; the Comforter, John, xiv. 26.; the Witne/s, 
John xv. 26. He /hall teftify of: me; the Advocate, - 
that maketh, zntercefion within us, Rom. vill. 26. 
The fame word rendered. Comforter fignifies an 
Advocate. .O what pleafant things are here! 

4. Many pleafant titles are given to the children 
of God. They are called the temples of God, 1 Cor. 
iil. 16.; his portion.and trea/ure, Jer. xii. 10.; his 
ranfomed ones, Ha. xxxv.10. he hath, beenat great 
charges with them ; the members. of his body ; eve- 
ry believer may call him his bead, &c. They 
are his beloved; the beloved of the Lord fhall dwell 
Safely: the dearly, beloved of ‘his foul, Jer. xii. 10.; 
the bride the. Lamb's wife, Rev. xxi. 9. O what 
a pleafant relation is this! They are his crown; 
They, fhall bea, crown of glory m the hand of the Lord, 
Song iii. 11.; his jewels, Mal. ili. 16.5 his Létle 
flock; yea, the very apple of his eye, which he will 
not fuffer.to.be touched; He that toucheth you, 
toucheth the apple of mine eye. ae 

All thefe pleafant things, and a vaft variety 
of others, are to be found in the docirines of 
his holy word, which are a part of Wifdom’s 
ways: Surely then they are plea/antne/s. 

OsynctT. But what fay, you of the COMMANDS 
and THREATENINGS of the word? Is there any 
pleafure there ?: 


”. Answ. Why, the word isa magazine of de- . 


light ; 


2a 
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light ; the precepts appoint us a pleafant work : 
the ftriceft do but) reftrain from our own ¢a- 
lamities, and keep out of our hands the knife 
by which we would cut our fingers, if not our 
own. throat. The fevereft threatenings do :but 
deter us from running intotheconfuming fire, 
and running away from our only true pleafure. 
And thus, even the bittereft parts of God’s holy 
word contribute to, true delight and real plea- 
fure. But, 

[3.] Befides providential adminiftrations, and 
doctrinal principles, there are evangelical graces 
that are part of Wifdom’s ways. Every act of 
grace carries complacency and delight with it, 
T inftance in knowledge, faith, love, and hope. 

1. Knowledge, which is a part of Wifdom’s 
ways, which we are called to walk in, is plea- 
fant. What a pleafant thing is it to know God 
in Chrift, as revealed in the gofpel! .This isa 
looking-glafs wherein fo many excellent things 
are to be feen.—The pleafure of natural know- 
ledge is great; but the pleafure of faving know- 
ledge is much greater. The pleafure that great 
men have in courts, and grandeur, and pomp, 
and fplendor, is not comparable to the plea- 
fure which. an honeff fudent hath in his books; 
and yet this pleafure is nothing to that which 
a believer hath in the knowledge of God and 
Chrift. If you compare that pleafure and this 
together, we difdain the comparifon ; but if you 
compare the pleafure that drunkards, whoremong- 
ers, and. voluptuous perfons have’ in their carnal 
ways, with the pleafure of Wifdom’s ways, 
we not only difdain the comparifon, but deteft 
it. Wifdom gives us the knowlege of the beft 
things; the knowledge of things to come; the 
knowledge of things that are moft fweet: what 
fweeter than falvation, God, and glory? The 
delights of fenfe are bafe and brutifh; yea, 
naufeous in} comparifon of the heavenly de- 
lights of a renewed mind.— How pleafant is 
the knowledge of the things that moft concern 
our fouls, and everlafting bappine/s! This muft 
bea feaft tothe mind of wife men. Afk one who 
is groaning under the weight of fin, and fear 
of God’s wrath, whether the fatisfying know- 
ledge of pardon and reconciliation, and accep- 
tance with God, would be more pleafant to 
him than all your carnal merriment can be to 
you? Afka foul, that hath loft his evidence 
of grace, and walks in darknefs, whether the 
difcovery of his intereft in Chrift, and the affu- 
rance of God’s love, and the return of the light 
of his countenance, would be more pleafant to 
him. than any pleafure or contentment that 
earth can afford?.. Afk any man, at the hour 
of death, if he be not ftupid, whether now the 
knowledge of his falvation would not be bet- 
ter, and more pleafant to him, than all the 
luftful fports and honours of the world? — 
How pleafant is the knowledge that is certain 
and infalible! Such is the knowledge here. It 
is grounded on the infallible word of God that 
endureth for ever.— How pleafant is the know- 
ledge that is experimental! The foul, having 
tafted that the Lord is gracious, and tafted the 
fweetnefs of his love, this is more delicious 
knowledge than the moft learned men in the 
world can have, who are ungodly. < 
- 2. Faith; what a pleafant grace is this! To 
find that we ftand upon a rock, and_ that 
underneath us are everlafting arms, and that 
we have as full fecurity for our falvation, as 
the immutable oath of .the unchangeable 


ay 
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God; what a pleafure mutt it be to the believing 
foul!-.The trouble of the godly is moft from 
their unbelief; but the.more they believe, the 
more they are comforted, John xiv.1. The 
life of faith is a pleafant life; Whom having not 
Jeen we love; in whom, though now we fee him not, 
yet believing ye rejoice, with joy unfpeakable, and full 
of glory, 1,Pet.i..5,6. There 1s joy and peace in 
believing, Rom. xv. 13... O how pleafant is the 
faith of things not feen! Heb. xi.1; To fee him 
who is invifible! . How pleafant is the faith of 
everlafting love? Faith’s retrofpect, and faith’s 
profpect of everlafting love? : 

3. Love is a pleafant grace; the love of God. 
Alas! all the pleafures of the world are but 
trifles, and like the fports of, a child, in com- 
parifon of the pleafures of the love of God. 
There is a fweetnefs in the foul’s out-going af- 
ter fuch an object. If the luftful have a plea- 
‘fure in their vile and ulawful defires, and the 
ambitious world have a pleafure in their vain 
defires; furely the godly muft have another 
kind of pleafure in their fpiritual defires, and 
much more in their love. And if every love 
have, in its own nature, a pleafure in the ob- 
ject beloved, what unfpeakable pleafure muft 
be in the love of God! How fweet are the /er- 
vices Of love! as that of Jacob’s for Rachel. 
How pleafant are the pais of love! There is 
a {weetnefs in the /ickne/s of love! Song ii. 4. 

4. Hope is a pleafant grace: what joy is there 
in the hope of glory! Rom.v.2. It is not the 
hope of corruptible riches, but of an incorrup- 
tible crown. It is not a hope in the promife of 
a deceitful man, but in the word.of the ever- 
lafting God. This hope will never make us a/ham- 
ed. How pleafant is ic to be begotten agam to a 
lively hope of that heavenly inheritance! 1 Pet. 
i.3. O! what is the pleafure of meat and drink, 
of mirth and jolity, of pride and bravery? No- 
thing but mere vanifhing dreams. Jf im this 
life only we have hope, we are of all men the moft m- 
Jerable; but, having this hope, in the life to 
come, we are of all men the moft happy. 

Thus I might fpeak of all the graces of the 
Spirit. Every act of grace carries pleafure in 
the bofom of it; even thefe fpiritual actings 
of repentance, and godly forrow, and mortyfication, 
which feem to be moft troublefome and bitter. 
Spiritual fafing carries {piritual fea/ting with it: 
fee Zech. viii.19. How could their faft be a 
feaft? Why, there is pleafure in gofpel pene- 
tence. The tears of godly forrow are tears of 
joy. Never hath the believer more pleafure 
than when looking to Chrift, with the tear in 
his eye. They that fow in tears fhall reap im joy, 
Pfalm cxxxvi. 5,6. . They reap when. they are 
fowing, as wellas afterwards: and if the ve- 
ry /eed-time be a reaping time, what will the 
harvefi be? —— Thus you fee W1/dom's ways are 
pleafantne/s. | spss 

[4.] There are /piritual benefits and works of God, 
in and towards Wifdom’s childzen, which are 
part of Wifdom’s ways, and are all pleafant- 
nefs. ' The works of God are the ways of God, 
Rev. xv..3, 4.. And I mention four beneficial. 
works of his that are full of pleafure, namely, 
illumination, juftification, fanctification, and 
glorification. je ahd WEA 1334 

1. Ilummation is the work of Chrift, the W/- 
dom. of God, as he is a Prophet; and, O how 
pleafant is this divine light ! God who commanded 
the light to fhine out of darkne/s, hath fbined mto our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glo-. 
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ry of God in the face of Fefus Chrif, 2 Cor.iv. 6: It 
is a light fhining into the foul, whereby not 
only the head is informed, but the heart fatif- 
fied and transformed. If the light of the na- 
tural fun be pleafant, what mutt the light of 
the Sun of righteoufnefs be? , 

2. Fuftification is the work of Chrift, as he is 
a Prieft; and, O what pleafure is there in this 
work, this way of Wifdom! Rom. vy. 1,2, 11. 
Being jufiified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Fefus Chrift ; by whom alfo we bave 
acce/s into this grace wherein we fland, and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. And not only fo, but 
wwe alfo joy im God, through our Lord Fefus Chrift, by 
whom we have received the atonement. See how 
David rejoices in this work, Pfalm ciii. 3, 4, 5. 
Blefs the Lord, O my foul, who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities ; who healeth all thy difeafes ; who redeem- 
eth thy life from deftruction ; who crowneth thee with 
loving-kindne/s and tender mercies ; who fatisfieth thy 
mouth with good things, fo that thy youth is renewed 
as the eagle's. What pleafure doth an intimation 
of pardon bring to the foul! Son, be of good 
chear, thy fins are forgiven thee. 

3. Sanctification is the work of Chritft, as he is 
a King; for herein he fets up his throne in the 
heart: ‘and, O what pleafure is there here! for, 
according to the meafure of fanctity, fo are the 
fpiritual fenfes exercifed. As the eye is pleaf-, 
ed with the beloved object, and the ear pleafed 
with harmony, and the tafte pleafed with food, 
and the {mell with odour; what muft the plea- 
fure be of feeing the glory, hearing the voice, 
tafting the goodnefs, feeling the power, and 
{melling the odour of Chrift! If there be any 
pleafure in ornament, any pleafure in beauty, 
what muft be the pleafure of this adorning 
with the beautiful image of God! The fruits 
of this work are pleafant to God, and to the 
foul both, Song iv. 16. v. 1. ii. 14. 

4. Glorification and complete falvation is the work 
of Chrift, and therein is the pleafure of ‘the 
faints confummate ;, He is the author of eternal fal- 
vation to them, Heb. v. 9. And it is his work . 
to call them to this joy, faying, Enter thou into 
the joys of thy Lord, Mat.xxv.24, The pfalmitt 
had the fulleft perfuafion of this; Thou wilt 
Shew me the path of hfe: in thy prefence is fulnef; of 
joy; at thy right-hand are pleafures for evermore, Pfal. 
XV1. 11. Surely then, Wi/dom’s ways are plea- 
Jantne/s. 1 proceed, 

2dly, To demonftrate this truth, vz. that 
Wifdom's ways are pleafantne/s, by opening up fome 
of the /prings of pleafure that Wifdom’s children, 
who keep her ways, draw their comfort from. 
I thall mention a fourfold: fource and {pring 
from whence the believer may derive his plea- 
fure, vzz. God and his attributes, Chrift and 
his fulnefs, the Spirit and his operations, the 
covenant and its promifes. | 

1..Gop, and his attrzbates, is the fource and 
{pring of the believer’s pleafure:and, O what 
an ocean of delight is here! . He is a God of 
infinite power, wifdom, and goodnefs: here is 
wifdom to direct, power to protect, holinefs to 
fanctify, juftice to fatisfy, goodnefs to. pity, and 
. faithfulnefs to make good all that he hath faid. 
Where {hall we find comfort, if not in God? 
What a poor portion is the world? But God 
is the everlafting and unchangeable portion of 
his people. There is more ground of comfort 
in that one word, J will be thy God, than there is 
in a thoufand of worlds. What can they want 
who have a God to goto? Can he want wa- 
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ter who hath the ocean? 
that hath the fun? 

2. CurisT, and his fulne/s, is the {pring and 
fource of his pleafure; the ftore-houfe of his 
delight, from whom he may daily bring his 
comfort; for, what great things he doth for his 
{poufe are unfpeakable. It is he that pays all 
their debt; fupplies all their wants: Ail their 
Jprings are inhim; and out of his fulne/i they receive, 
and grace for grace, John i. 16. Jn him dwells all 
the fullne/s of the Godhead bodily, Col. ii. 9. And 
they are complete in him, chap. ii. 9,10. “And he 
is made of God to them wifdom, righteoufne/s, fancti- 
fication, and redemption, 1 Cor. i. 30. 

3- The Sprrit, and his operations, is the 
{pring and fource of their comfort. He is the 
Comforter, John xvi. 7.; and he gives fometimes 
Jirong confolation, Heb. vi. 18. They who have 
the {pirit of faith and converfion have the pro-. 
mife of the Spirit for confolation; and in all 
his various operations there are manifold con- 
folations.. The Spirit in his working is com- 
pared to wind, Song vi. 16.; to water, John iliss.3 
to fire, Mat. iil. 11.3 to oyl, Plal.xlv. 7. 1 John 
i1.27. Now, this is the wind that pleafantly 
fills their fails, and forwards their voyage to 
the heavenly harbour: this is the we// of water 
within them that /prings up to everlafting life; and 
the freams of this river make glad the city of God: 
this is the fre that makes their Acarts burn with« 
m them: and this is the oy! of joy that anoints 
the wheels of their foul for running the Chri- 
{tian race; the joy of the Lord being their flrength. 

4. The Covenant, and its promies,are f prings 
and fources of their pleafure. They have the 
whole treafure of the gofpel to go to for de- 
light; and little doth the fenfual, ignorant 
world know what fweetnefs and fupporting 
pleafures are from thence derived. What com- 
fort did this afford to David? Thouch my houfe be 
not fo with God; yet he hath made with me an ever- 
lafiing covenant, ordered in all things and jure: for 
this is all my falvation, and all my defire, although he 
make it not to grow, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. God’s cove- 
nant of promife,; which ftands fat in Chritt, 
is the comfort of the Chriftian in all his diftref- 
fes: This ts my comfort in’ my afflition ; thy word 
hath quickened me. One {cripture promife of the 
love of God, and the life to come, is of infi- 
nitely more worth than all the riches, honours, 
and pleafures of the world: thefe vanith, but 
the word of the Lord endureth for ever. We have 
promifes fuiting every ftate, and every ftrait: 
O Sirs, what comfort can we find without a 
promife? What.but a promife can comfort 
them that are fhort of the poffeflion? We may 
have more joy in ficknefs, with a promife, 
than others can have in their health, without 
a promife: a promife in prifon, is more than 
liberty; a promife in poverty, is more than 
riches ; a promife in death, is better than life. 
All that you have, without a promife, you may 
lofe in a moment, and your fouls and hopes 
with it; but all that you have, with a promife, 
you may be fure of; yea, believer, you are 
vaftly more fure of that which you have in 
promife, than of that which you have in pof- 
{eflion. The comfort that you have in poflef- 
fion is the flream-comfort, that may foon be 
cut off; but the comfort you have in promife, 
is the fountain-comfort, which cannot be cut 
off. We are called, therefore, to hve by faith, 
and not by fenfe. Senfible comforts are not fure 


here; but the promife, the ground of faith, . 
O is 
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ig furé and immutable. We may go through 


death rejoicing with a promife of life. in our 
hand, while infidels ly down inthe duft with 
defperation: and though we fhould flagger at 
the promife of God, through unbelief, yet that 
fhall not make the. promife of none éffect; 
for, the foundation of God ftandeth fure. ‘Though 
beaven and earth fhould pafs away, his ebord fhall 
not pa/s, till all be fulfilled. + 


S ER M*‘O N_ CXXXIIL 
Prov. iii17. 

Her ways are ways of pleafantne/s, and all her 
paths are peace. 


[ The fecond Sermon’on this text. ] 


O UR blefled Redeemer is frequently repre- 
fented in the facred volume under the 
name of Wispom, particularly in this book of 
Proverbs: not only in this chapter where our 
text lies, from ver. 13,—18.; but alfo in chap. 
Iv. 7, Vill. 9: 1X.1. Gre. 
in many of the above places, his glorious ex- 
cellence is pointed out in a very ftriking light, 
as being Letter and more precious than rubbies, ad 
all things defireable are not to be compared with him, &c. 
What iselegantly and fublimely faid in praife 
of Wifdom by Job, chap. xxviil. 12,20, might 
with great propriety be faid concerning him. 
As Chrift, the effential Wifdom of God, is fo 


tranfcendently excellent in and of himfelf; fo. 


every thing about him, and appertaining to 
him, bears an imprefs of his glorious dignity. 
He himfelf is the brightne/s of the Father's glo- 
ry, and the expre/s image of bis perfon; and his 
difciples, in virtue of their union to him, have 
the divine image drawn upon them, made par- 
takers of the divine nature, and are accounted the 
excellent ones in the earth, the righteous being more 
excellent than his neighbour, the King’s daugh- 
ter being made all glorious within. The religi- 
on of the bleffed Jefus is a glorious, excellent, 
and divinething; andthe diftinguifhing badge 
of all the candidates for glory: the profeflion 


of it, highly expedient and truly ornamental; | 


and the fincere and devout exercife thereof, 
evidential of the true Chriftian, and of adivine 
princple of life being inlaid in the foul. Ina 
word, every thing about God is amiable and 
lovely, and yields the greateft delight and fatif- 
faction; for, Wi/dom’s ways are ways of pleafant- 
nefs, and all ber paths peace. + . 

We have already finithed what we intended 
on the firft general head of the method, which 
was to demontftrate the truth of the propofition, 
viz, That Wifdom’'s ways are pleafantne/s: and this 
we did by an induction of particulars, conde- 
fcending on fome of the ways of Wifdom which 
até pleafantnefs; and then opening up fome 
of the /prings of pleafure that Zion’s children 
have, who keep her ways. . We tiow proceed, 


IL. To the fecond thing we propofed, which 
was, To fpeak of the qualities of that pleafure 
that is in Wifdom’s ways. : And here we may 
have occafion to obferve the excellency of Wit- 
dom’s pleafures, above all worldly pleafure 
whatfoever. pie oskt iid eiio at 
» 1. The pleafiire of Wifdom’s way is rea/ and 
flid; it 1s called joy unfpeakeable and full of glory, 
a Pet. 1. 8., Whereas, fenfual delights are like 
childrens’ laughter, flight and fleeting: as 
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children laugh in one breath, and cry in the 
next ; fo are worldly joys followed at the heels 
with forréw; for they lie not deep, and fortify 
not thé heart againift diftrefs, as the delights 
of faith do.. Hence worldly pleafures, when 
compared with {piritual, are faid to be like the 
crackling of thorns winder a pot, Eccl. vi. 6. So zs 
the langhtér of a fool; it is nothing but a blaze, 
and it is gone. 
are compared to Jonah’s gourd, Jonah iv. 6, 7. 
We are apt to rejoice in creature-comforts, but 
God prepares a worm to deftroy them. When 
a perfon promifes moft in them, then a worm 
eats them up root and branch; they are fuch 


comforts as either the wind can wither them, . 
or the water can drown them, or the fire can ° 


burn them, the moth can confume them, or 
thé thief ftéal them; ficknefs can fink them, 
or déath can déftroy them; fome worm or 0- 
ther can eat them out, and eat them up: but 
the joy of godlinefs is fo folid and fubftantial, 
that they can defy jire and water, Vfa. xiii. 1, 2. 


they can defy trouble, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or 


famine, or nakedne/s, or peril, or fword: they can de- 
fy death; or life, or angels, or principalities, or pow- 
ers, or things prefent, or things to come, Rom. viii. 
355 38, 39. Ba 5 

2. The pleafures of Wifdom’s way are rational 
pleafures, and well-grounded, and Jafe: they are 


not grounded upon miftakes and fancies; they” 


are warranted by the promife and oath of God, 
The two inniutable things by whith it 1s impoffible for 
God to lye; Heb. vi. 17, 18. . None but a lying 
devil, or an unbelieving heart, full of-blaf- 
phemy againft God, will callin queftion the 


foundation of their faith and comfort; but the: 


wicked rejoice in their own delufion: it is ig- 
norance and error that they are beholden to 
for their mirth; they but laugh in their fleep, 
and, like madmen, in their diftraction. If 
they knew the fhortnefs of their pleafures, and 
the length of their forrows; if they knew how 
much God is offended at their carnal metriz 
sment, how much the devil rejoices in their 
joys, and how near they are to hell, and etet- 
nal wo and howling, it would turn their laugh- 
ter into lamentation: fo that they rejoice upon 


a mere miftake; Even in laughter the heart ts for-- 


rowful, and the end of that mirth i: heavinefs, Prov. 
xiv. 13. How much fhe bath glorified herfelf and 
lived delicioufly, fo much torment and forrow give her, 
Rey. xviii. 7. I have read of a certain: weed 
which makes the creatutes that éat it give up 
their lives laughing: fuch a weed do the wick= 
ed of the world eat, that they. ¢d laughing to 
ROVE ie ea he . 

3. The pleafure of Wifdom’s way is /piritual, 
pure, and holy: the dévil is an enemy to” it; 
and it is contrary to fin, and commanded; Re- 
joice evermore, 1 Theff. v. 16. It is the gift of 
God, the fruit of the Spirit of God, and’ ac- 


companied with the fear of God; They walked 


in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Ho- 
ly Ghof, ACs ix. 31. It is warrantéd by his 
command, and promoted by his promife: but 
the pleafures of the un lee dre impure, ari 
polluted, and finful; they are forbidden plea- 
fures, condemned by God, and confounded by 
his terrible threatehings: There is ‘no peace, faith 
my God, to the wicked, Ifa. xviii. 23. “He forbid 
joy to a rebelliotis pedple$ Réjéice not, O Yrael, 
Jor joy, as orber people; for eon one a whorin 
“from thy Gods Hof. ix. 1. He callg them t6 wees: 
ing, and mourning, aiid'rentihng of Beart, Joel i. 
Ze 335 


+.Thefe four fprings of the believer’s pleafure, with fome others, may be feen fet forth in a more copious light above, p, 301, 302. 


Hence alfo'worldly delights 


te forbids 


ate, 


AND HER 


12, 13. See James v.1,—s God protetts a- 
gainit their peace, and fentences them to for- 
row. 

4. The pleafures of Wifdom’s ways are re- 
heving ; they give réft in the middle of trouble 
and perplexity; Jn the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, thy comforts delight my foul, Pfal. xciv. 19. 
They give relief from prefent feats of danger 
and diftrefs; and relief from future feats of 

“death and judgment: but worldly pleafures, 
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inftead of giving relief, increafe trouble ; yea,’ 


_ the thowghts of death, judgtnent, and eternity, 
will quickly marr all-their mirth, and put'a 
final périod to théir rejoicing. 

go. Ehe'pleafures of Wifdom’s ways aré pari- 
« fring pleafures, as well as pure; they are meli- 
oratimg, atid make us better; they are fo far 
from’ difordering the mind, and leading it to 


fin, that they compofe and purify the mind,’ 


and make fin more odious than ever. No 
man fates fin fo much as he that hath tafted 
mot of the fweetnefs of divine grace, and hath 
mioft of the joy of God’s falvation. They are 
not taken with the fnares of the flefh, till once 
they lofe the relifh of divine pleafures, and 
fuffer their delights in Chrift to fade. So long 
as we maintain our delight in God, the world 
is but dung, honour is a fmoak, and Inft is a 
fink to us. He is the beft and higheft Chri- 
ftian that hath moft of fpiritual delight and 
pleafure ; why, they rejoice and work righteoufne/s, 
la. lxiv. 5.: but flefhly pleafures-are, putrify- 
ing, inftead of purifying; they make men 
worfe and not better. They ate {nares to en- 
trapinen; arid to bewitch and ‘défile their fouls, 
that‘thould be chafte for God: The noife of 
fénfual pleafure drowns the voice of God and 
reafon. Oh! how little of God is in the midft 
of ‘itens ‘hunting anid hawking, diceing and 
catding, dtinking, dancing, ranting, and re- 
vehling! How little of heaven is in their mind, 


when the heart is quite funk and drenched ‘in’ 


fenfual delights! It is there petrifyed ahd 
hardened againft the word and warning of 
God: Then it is that théy’are fooli/h, difobedi- 
ent, deceived, when they are ferving divers lu/}s 
and pleafures, Tit. iti, 3. Such are unwilling fo- 
berly and ferioufly to confider the things that 
belong to their’ evetlaftinge’ peace; and hence 
fo frequently gtow up to be flighters ‘and 
feotneérs of fhe means‘of theit falvation, 

6. The pleafures of Wifdom’s ways aré ho- 


notrable and heavenly ; they are of the famé na- 


ture With thefe that faints atid angels have with 
God. whatever their gradual difference be, yet 
they are of the fame kind. It is the fame God 
and glory that now delights the. believer, as 
feen by vifion and intuition with open face. 
If heaven be the ftare of greateft joy and plea- 
fure; the ftate of grace, that is next to it, muft 
be a pleafant flate. But fenfual pleafures are 
fordid'and earthly: fo far tinliké to the joys of 


heaven, that nothing more withdraws the heait, 


and takes it unfit for heaven. Hence, 


a The pleafures of Wifdom’s ways are Bish’ 


and Lofty P eafures; here the foul delights in 
things of the preatéft worth. ‘The delights of 
holinefs are glorious and fublime ‘delights, 
brought from Feet great and glorious 
. things, and fed by God, and his grace, and 


everlafting glory: whereas the delighits of fenfe. 


_ are féd with triflés and fwine hufks. The car- 
nal man’s pleafures in the world are like thefé 


of children, playing with toys and trifles, bab- 
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bles*'and? bitterflies’ | We'may judge by the 
matter that feeds their pleafures which of the 
two is thé moré pleafant life, to fport in their 
own fhame, and lie at’ the ‘brink of mifery, 
with ‘the ungodly; or to'delight ourfelves in- 
the love of God, and rejoice in ‘the affured 
hope of the’glory of God, with the true be- 
liever. The proper delight of believers is, with 
angels, to delight in God, and in the glory of 
God in Chrift: but the delight of finners jis, 
as fwine, itt wallowing in the mire of fin; and, 


-as the dog, toeat his own vomit, 2 Pet. ii. 22. 


8. The pleafures of Wifdom’s ways are /af-' 
img, yea, and everlaftimg. It 1s not a mutable 
good we rejoi¢e in, but in an immutable good, 
in the immutable God; in the immutable love 
of God, in the immutable promife of the co- 
venant, and ina hope of a kingdom that can-* 
not be moved. Thefe pleafures are pleafures 
for evermore, Pfal. xvi. 11. Indeed, the ‘believ- 
er’s joy heré, in this world, is oft interrupted 
by the nerghbourhood of the flefh, and pre- 
valence of fin, and the hiding’ of God’s face; 
but yet fill God keeps their comforts alive, at 
leaft in the root, and will make them fpring 
forth, as we need them, and are fit for them; 
and their joy no man taketh from them, John xvi.22. 
Death cannot kill the joys of the believer; the 
grave cannot bury them; millions of ages fhall 
not end them: God hath given us everlafting 
confolation, and good hope through grace, 2 Theil, 
ii, 16.: but worldly pleafures are but of a {hort 
duration; they ate gone before we will feel 
that we have had them, and the worldlings 
are therein fowing the feeds of everlafting 
fotrow ; Satan is but feratching’ them as the’ 
butcher fhaves the throat of the fwine before he 
kills thet: ‘He that hath had many days; and 
months, and years in finful pleafures, hath 
no relifh of it when it is paft; but is as if it 
had neyer been, and much worfe. The bones: 
and duft of many thoufands he in thé church 
yard that have tafted many a fweet morfel, and’ 
that have had many a merry wanton day; and’ 
now, what the better ‘are they of it?’ What: 
have they more than thofe that fpent their 
timé in forrow? The poor and forrowful are 
their equals. Theit fouls have as little of thefe 
pleafures as their duft. In ‘heaven’thefe’ car- 
nal delights are abhorred ;‘atid in hell they are 
turned to everlaiting flames, and remembered 
as feul for the devouring fire. “Alas! how 
foolifh is it'to chodfe the pleafures Of fin, that' 
is but for’é feafon’? Heb-’xi. 252° “Phe joy of 
the wicked is quickly drowned ‘im everlatting 
forrow, Job xx. 4,—9. xxl. 12, 13. and the mo* 
mentary forrows of the godly are forgotten in 
evetlafting joy, John’xvi. 20. O Sits, who can 
value the pleafures of the wicked; that do fore: 
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that is approaching: they are beholden to 
their folly, fecurity, and. ftupidity for. their 
eafe and pleafure; and their temporal plea- 
fure mars and hinders their everlafting plea- 


fure; but the pleafure of faints is eternal. 


Ill. The third thing was, To fpeak of fome 
of the particular paths of Wifdom, which are 
peace and pleafure both; for peace and pleafure 
are fo near a-kin, that peace is like the fire, and 
pleafure the flame. Peace is the root of plea- 
{ure, and pleafure is the fruit of peace. Now, 
as I faid in the explication, the paths of Wif- 
dom are either fuch as Wifdom walks in to- 
wards us, or fuch as Wifdom directs us to 
walk in. Upon the firft general head, I have 
efpecially touched at thefe ways wherein Wif- 
dom walks towards us; particularly, his plea- 
{ant providential adminiftrations, which we 
with pleafure fubmit to, and acquiefce in; 
pleafant doétrinal principles which we are, 
with pleafure, to believe, and cleave unto; 
pleafant evangelical graces which weare, with 
pleafure, to receive and exercife; and pleafant 
{piritual benefits, and works of God towards 
us, which we are, with pleafure, to entertain, 
and adore him for. 

But now, befide the general ways of Wifdom, 
there are particular paths, efpecially fuch as 
Wifdom direéts us to walk in, which will be 
found to be pleafantnefs and peace both; and 
thofe paths are either internal, fuch as con- 
cern graces to be exercifed; or external, fuch 
as concern duties to be performed. 

1f, There are internal paths of Wifdom that 
relate to graces to be exercifed: this is what Ihave 
already touched at, on the firft general head, 
wherein I fpoke of evangelical graces ; and there- 
fore I fhall not enlarge on this, neither recapi- 
tulate what was faid, but only adda few things; 
particularly thefe two. 

1. Foy; internal joy itfelf 1s a grace that be- 
lievers are called to exercife: for, The kingdom of 
God confifteth as in righteoufne/s, fo im peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghof, Rom. xiv. 17. They recerve 
not the fpirit of fear, but the Spirit of adoption, where- 
by they cry, ABBA, Father, Rom, vii. 15. O Sirs, 
how pleafant mutt this be to be enabled with 
boldnefs, love, and confidence, to call God, 
Father, and to fly to him for fuccour and fup- 
ply, in every danger and neceflity! They on- 
ly know the pleafure of this, that enjoy it : The 
fruit of the Spirit, is joy, love, and peace, Gal. v. 22. 
Now, if joy itfelf be a part of the ftate of 
grace, you may fee that it is the moft pleafant 

ath. 
? 2. Internal. forrow, fears, cares, and di/quiet- 
ments are forbidden to the children of God, 
Wifdom’s children; and therefore, Wifdom’s 
ways muft furely be pleafantnefs and peace. 
God hath commanded us, to caf all. our cares 
upon bim; and hath promifed to care for us, 1 Pet. 
v. 7. He hath called us to be careful for nothing, 
but in every thing, by prayer and fupplication, to make 
our requefts known unto him, with thank/giving, Phil, 
iv. 6. And can there be a more pleafant courfe 
than that, which excludes all inordinate cares, 
and fears, and forrows, as much as health ex- 
cludes ficknefs?, Here it is made unlawful to 
be miferable and forrowful; no forrow being 
allowed, but that which tends to our joy; yea, 
here, God hath forbidden care, and fear, and 
difquietment of mind; for his command is, 
Care not, fear not, a, xxxv. 4. xlv. to. What 
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do you fear then? Do you fearreproach? Youdo 
it contrary to the will of God, who fays, Fear 
not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their 
revilings, Ufa. li. 7. Do you fear the fury of 
men? the power and rage of enemies? [See Ifa. 
li, 12.) Why, it is contrary to your religion 
fo to do; for God fays, Fear them not, Ia. xliii. 
5, 13, 14. and xliv. 2,8. Do you fear perfecu- 
tion or death from the hand of cruel violence? 
Why, it is contrary. to the will of Godthat you 
do fo: Fear not them that kill the body, and are not 
able to kill the foul; but rather fear him, which is 
able todeftroy both foul and body in hell, Mat. x. 26, 28. 
O then, what a pleafant peaceable path muft 
this be, where all that is annoying and griev- 
ous is forbidden, and all that is delightful and 
joyous is commanded! It is here made our. 
work and duty to rejoice in the Lord; yea, al- 
ways to rejoice, Phil. iv. 4.. Now, O poor de- 
luded finner, that would be free. of care, fear, . 
and forrow, if you will give up yourfelf to 
Chrift, and choofe Wifdom’s ways, you {hall 
be free of all thofe, except fuch as are necefla- 
ry to your joy. Pleafure and peace is the very 
work and employment of the righteous: fee 
Pfal. xxxili. 1. xevil. 11. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye 
righteous ; for praife 1s comely for the upright. Light 
is fown for the righteous, and gladne/s for the upright 
in heart. And Pfal. xxxii. 11. Be glad mthe Lord, 
and rejoice ye righteous ; and fhout for joy, all ye that 
are upright in heart... And. cxxxii. 9, 16. Let thy 
faints fhout for joy: her faints fhall fhout aloud for 
joy. And'v. 11. But let all them that put their trujt 
in thee, rejoice: let them ever fhout for joy, becaufe 
thou defendeft them: let them alfo that love thy. name 
be joyful im thee. Phil. iit. 1. Finally, my brethren, 
rejoice in the Lord. You that love no life but.a 
life of mirth and pleafure, here it is to be had; 
if you will have God to be your God, Chrift 
your mafter, and Wifdom’s way your choice, , 
then holy mirth and fpiritual pleafure will be 
your work, your life, your employment. But 
again, = 

2dly, There are external paths of Wifdom that 
relate to duties to be performed, which are alfo 
full of pleafure and peace. I {hall mention fome 
of thefe. 

1. The duty of hearing and reading the word; 
how pleafant is it to be exercifed herein! This 
is plain from the experience of all that have 
been revived, renewed, refrefhed. by the word. 
If you who feel no fweetnefs in it, will not 
believe them that fay they feel it, at leaft be- 
lieve the word of God, and the declarations of 
his antient faints, Pfal. cxix. 14, 16, 24, 47, 92, 
93, 72, 97; 103, 111,127, 162, 165. J have rejoiced 
in the way of thy teftimonies, as much as in all riches. I 
will dehght myfelf in thy fatutes. Thy teftimonies are 
my delight: and Iwill delight myfelf in thy command- 


ments, which I have loved. _Unle/s thy law had been 


my delight, I fbould have perifhed in my afflictions. 
The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thoufands 
of gold and noi O!. how love L thy law! it is 
my meditation all the day. How fweet are thy words. 
unto my tafte! more than honey to my mouth.. Thy 
teftimonies have I taken for my heritage for ever i for 
they are the rejoicing of my beart. Therefore I love 
thy commandments above gold, yea, above fine gold: I 
rejoice at thy word, as one. that, findeth great fpoil. 
Great peace have they that love thy law ; and nothing 
Shall offend them. tis the work and mark of a 
bleffed man, that his delight is im the law of the - 
Lord; and in his law doth. be meditate day and night, 
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Quest. What is there in the word that affords 
Juch pleafure ? 

ANsw. (1.) There are many pleafant things 
therein to feed the delight of the child of God: 
befides the pleafant doétrines of the word, there 
are pleafant counfels, invitations, promifes, re- 
cords, as I noticed above *. 

(2.) The duty of prayer, both fecret and fo- 
cial, how pleafant is it to them that are exer- 
cifed therein! Jer. xxxiii.3. Call upon nie, and I 
will anfwer thee; and fhew thee great and mighty 
things, which thou knoweff not. We may fay in 
this, as with reference to the former head, 
what makes hearing fo unpleafant to many’? 
Why, becaufe, in bearing, they do not hear; for, 
if indeed they heard the voice of God, it would 
be the moft pleafant thing in the world to 
them, it being a quickening voice, a heart- 
rouzing, and raifing voice. So'what makes 
prayer unpleafant? Why, becaufe in praying, 
they donot pray. If people knew what it were, 
with Jacob, to wreffle with God in prayer, they 
would call the name of the place, BETHEL, 
The houfe.of God, the gate of heaven; they would 
call it PEN1EL, where they /aw God face to face, 
Gen. XXxvVill. 17. Xxxil. 30. Can any think ita 
grievous work for the guilty foul, to pray for 

ardon ; or the polluted foul, to pray for clean- 
ing; for a loving child, to coriverfe with his 
father, and {peak to him? True, the atheittical 
heart fays, [tis in vai to ferve the Lord: and, what 
. @ wearmefs is it? Mal. iti, 14. andi. 13. fuch 
will give him but a lame and lifelefs fervice. 
But the time cometh, when they who now de- 
fpife prayer, will betake themfelves to prayer; 
ficknefs, and death, and terror, will teach you 
to pray earneftly, who now put off with a few 
dead, formal, and heartlefs words. 

(3.) The duty of praije and thank/giving, how 
pleafant it is, to them that are exercifed there- 
in! Surely they are not acquainted with this 
work, who know not the pleafure of it. If 
there be any thing pleafant in the world, it is 
the praife of God, that flow from a loving, be- 
tieving heart, filled with the majefty, mercy, 
goodnefs, and excellency of God in Chrift, to 
remember his great and' wonderful works, to 
mention his glorious and adorable attributes, 
fhining in the face of Jefus, with a light that 
infinitely furpaffes the fun in its brightnefs. 
O! how pleafant is it, to fee and adore the Fa- 
ther in the Son, and the Godhead in the man- 
hood of our Lord Jefus, and the riches of grace 
in the glafs of the gofpel, the manifold wif- 
dom of God! There 1s not a perfection of God, 
nor a promife of the covenant, nor a paflage 
of the gofpel, nor a part of the‘Spirit’s work 
upon the foul, but contains fuch matter of 
praife to God, as might fill believing fouls 
with pleafure, and find them mott delightful 
work, Surely they never knew the life of re- 
ligion, who never took any pleafure in praife: 
they muft have a dangerous difeafe that makes 
them loath the fweeteft things. See how the 
Spirit of God reprefents the fweetnefs of this 
exercife, Pfal. cxlvii. 1. cxlix.1,2.xcv. 1, 2,3. xcvi. 
1,2,3. Praife youthe Lord; foritis. good to fing praifes ur- 
to our God ; for it is pleafant, and praife is comely. Praife 
ye the Lord: fing unto the Lord a new Jong, and his 
praife im the congregation of faints. Let Ifrael rejoice 
in hun that made him ; let the children of Zion be joy- 

Jul in their King. O! come, let us fing unto the Lord: 
let us make a joyful noife to the Rock of our falvation. 
Let us come before his prefence with thank/eiving, and 
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make a joyful noife unto him with plalms. For the 
Lord 1s°a great God; ‘and a great King; above all gods. 

O fing unto the’ Lord, a new fong, fineunto the Lord, 
all the ¢arth } fing unto the Lord, blefs his name ; phew 
Sorth his falvation from day to day: * Declare his glo- 
ry among the heathen, his wonders among all people. 
O what a joyful thing is it, when the force of 
love ‘doth ‘open our lips, that our mouth may fhew 
forth bis praife!Pfal. cxxxv..2,.32 This is the re- 
creation of faints and angels. How/are they 
to be pitied who know no better diverfion, nor 
cure of melancholy, than in a bumper of ale, 
a flock of cards; a company of profane fwear- 
ers, drunkards, or debauchees!\ Whoever will 
furfeit on the pleafures of the fleth, there are 
a few happy fouls that are forDavid’s one thing ; 
One thing have I defired of the Lord; that will Ifeek 
after, that I may dwell in the houfé' of the Lord all 
the days of my life; to behold the' beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire into his temple, Pfals xxvii. 4.1.) For 
in the time of trouble he will bide me in his pavilion: 
in the Jecret of bis tabernacle ball. he hide me; he 
Shall fet me upon a rock: and now fhall ‘my head be 
lifted up above mine enemies, round about me: there 
fore will T offer in bis tabernacle, facrifices: of joy; 1° 
will fing, yea, I will fing praifes unto the Lord, ver. 
Fetae 

(4.) The duty of partaking in the /acramental 
Jupper, how pleafant is this to be worthy com- 
municants! They that know what itis to meet 
with God at fuch occafions, will know that 
there 1s no plea/ure on earth comparable to that 
which is fometimes found at this folemn feaft. 
This holy feaft is purpofely provided by. the 
King of faints, for the pleafant entertainment 
of his family. Therein the flain Lamb of God, 
our Paffover, facrificed for us, to take away our 
fins, 1s the pleafant food: as our finful, plea- 
fures were his forrows; fo his forrows are our 
joys; his pain, our pleafure; his death, our 
life; his fuffering, our feafting:, See John vi: 
33, 50, 51. For the bread of God is be which cometh 
down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 
This is the bread that cometh down from heaven, that 
a man may eat thereof and not die. I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven ; if any man eat 
of this bread he fhall hve for ever: and the bread that 
Iwill give is my flefh, which Iwill give for the life 
of the world, Were we have communion with 
God, as a reconciled God in Chritt, his eternal 
Son, whom he, the offended Majefty, fent to be 
our Redeemer, Saviour, and Surety: here we 
have communion with Chrift, as crucified and 
glorified for us, offered and exhibit to us, as 
our quickening, and {trengthening Head: and 
here we havecommunion with the Holy-Ghoft, 
applying to our fouls the benefit of redempti- 
on, drawing us to the Son, and communicat- 
ing light, life, ftrength; and comfort from 
him to us: here we have. communion with 
the body of Chrift, his fanctified people, heirs 
of eternal life in Chrift: here we have pardon 
and falvation fealed, and the’ greateft mercies 
in'the world brought down to us,:in fenfible 
reprefentations, that the means may be fuited 
to the frailty and infirmity of our prefent ftate. 
—If you could never find any pleafure in thefe 
things, itis becaufe you are alive to fin, and 
dead to God, and want fpiritual fenfe; info- 
much, that heaven itfelf would not be plea- 
fant to you, unlefs your nature be changed, to 
make you change your pleafure. Ifthe child- 
ren of God find, ‘at any time, little pleafure in 


that ordinance, it is only when dome difeafe 
Psy ie NV ier SIP to ; 
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doth corrupt the appetite, and» make the 
{weeteft things feem bitter, when faith: is 
not in exercife) and their fpiritual fenfes are 
- dulledrog mot 
(s.) The duties ‘of Sabbath-days fervice, or of 
the work of the Lord’s day, how pleafant. is 
this to all that call the Sabbath a delight, and the 
holy of the Lord, honourable! Ua. Jviti. 13. How 
fweetly doth theexercifed believer then go, hike 
a bee, from flower to flower, gathering honey 
to his foul, and fo preparing for winter! How 
fweetly doth he go from promife to promife, 
from duty to duty, from prayer to reading 
and hearing, from reading and hearing to 
prayer again; and from prayer to praife; from 
public to private worthip, and from private to 
public; from onevedifying employment to a- 
' nother, from one edifying leflon to another, 
gathering honey and fweetnefs to their foul, 
and laying in provifion for death and eternity ! 
Alas! Sirs, if brutifh wantons, who make the 
Sabbath but a play-day, an idle day, knew the 
ineffable delights that exercifed fouls find in 
fome of their Sabbath-days public and private 
worthip, how would they blufh at their own 
folly and madnefs, that prefer a day in an ale- 
- houfe, before a day in God’s houfe! How con- 
founded might they be to hear king David fay- 
ing, A day in thy courts, 1s better than a thoufand ? 
Oscarnal brutifh finner! that Sabbath-work, 
which is your toil, is the faints recreation ; 
and thefe follies, which are your {port and re- 
creation, would be their prifon, and ftocks, and 
toil; for they are delighted in waiting on that 
Lord, whom you know not. 
(6.) The duty of holy conference is another 
pleafant portion of the work: however much 
this is worn out amongft the people of God, 
yet, as the duty is always binding, fo the ex- 
ercife is pleafant.to all that are engaged in it, 
who converfe with one another, not by hear- 
fay, but by experience, about the communion 
they have Lad with God, the prayers he hath 
heard, the deliverances he hath granted, and 
the fupport and comfort in diftrefs that he 
hath allowed; their conflicts with temptation, 
and their conquefts*over it: they can direct 
each other in their difficulties, and comfort each 
other with the fame comfort, wherein they themfelves 
have been comforted by the Lord; and fo edifying 
one another, by their {piritual communicati- 
on. O Chriftians! if your graces did not 
languifh, and your foul lofe the relifh of hea- 
venly things, you would be more fond of and 
frequent in fellowfhip meetings, and holy con- 
verfe with the godly; according to Mal. iii. 16. 
Heb. x. 24, 25. 1. 13. Then they that feared the 
Lord, fpoke often ane to another; and the Lord heark- 
ened and heard it: and a book of rememberance was 
written before him, for them that feared the Lord, 
and thought upon his name. And let us confider one 
another, to provoke unto love, and to good works ; not 
Jorgetiing the affembling of ourfelves together, as the 
manner of fome is: but exhorting one another; and fo 
much the moreas ye\fee the day approaching. Exhort 
"one another daily, while rt 1s ‘called to-day; lef any of 
you be hardened through. the deceitfulne/s of fin. O 
Sirs, you who never could take pleafure in the 
_converfe of the godly, upon fpiritual fubjects, 
what is the fubjeét:of your communication, 
with thefe with whom you confer? Do you 
talk of better thingsthan God? or higher things 
than heaven? or things that more nearly 
concern you, than the matters. of everlafting 


- oe » 


4 


WISDOM’? WAYS )PLEASANTNESS, 


Sux. CXXXIIL 


confequence? Go to a company of merry fel- 
lows, as you call them, and to a company of 
ferious godly people, and fecretly write down - 
all their words that you hear, from both com- 
panies, and read them over together, and fee 
which is the pleafanteft or fweeteft. What 
a hotch-potch of nonfenfe, impertinence, levi- 
ty, worldlinefs, pride, and folly, and perhaps 
impurity and profanity too, fhall you find in 
the one? and\what favory, néceflary, edifying, 
difcourfe will you find in the other? It is far . 
pleafanter to be among bleating, fweet, and 
{inging birds, than among idle, prattling, fool- 
ifh companions: ,for, with the former, you 
fhall have fome natural good, without any 
mixture of finful evil; but, in wicked, foolifh . 


company, what will you perceive, but how _ 


much nature is depraved? how finners are befide 
themfelves, how Satan doth befool them, and 
how God is forgotten, while he is prefent with 
them, and they are lying in the devil’s chains, 
and at the very brink of death and hell? Sure- 
ly, holy converfe with the godly is, in itfelf, 
more delightful, than all the poor merriment 
and idle drolleries of the ungodly. If youthink 
not fo, itis becaufe your relifh is depraved, 
the devil hath deluded you, and fin hath be- 
reaved you of your wits.-——Thus you fee © 
fome of the paths that Wifdom directs us to 
walk in, that are peace. I come now, 


IV. To the fourth thing propofed, viz. To 
touch at the nature and. qualities of that peace 
that is to be found in Wifdom’s paths. It is 
a peace that differs vaftly from the peace that 
the wicked may have. 1 fhall therefore, 1. De- 
{cribe the peace negatively, by fhewing what fort 
of apeace that of the wicked is. 2. [fhall defcribe 
this peace poftively, by fhewing what kind of 
a peace is to be found in Wifdom’s paths. 

if, Let us take a view of this peace negatively, 
by fhewing what kind of a peace that of the 
wicked 1S. Seed ; 

1. It isa peace that cannot endure a /criptu- 
ral trial; the man cannot endure to be fearch- 
ed, but hates the light, John iii. 19, 20.: where- 
as true peace loves to be. /earched by the. rule of 
the word, Pfal. xxvi. 1,2, 3. and cxxxix. 23, 24. 

2. It is a peace that ftlands not upon /eriptu- 
ral evidences: whatever pretences to truth and 
reality one’s peace may have, yea, though it 
pretend toa great deal of the Spirit, it is faite | 
peace, if it have not-full evidence from the 
word, Ifa. viii. 20. and lix. 24. 

' 3. Irisa peace that confifts with fx and /loth. 
It confifts with the maintenance of knew fin ; 
whereas true peace keeps the foul at war with 
every evil, Pfal. Ixvi. 18, 19.—It confijts with 
floth and fecurity; whereas true peace fills /loth, 
and ftirs up to /piritual exercife, ROM. V. 1, 2,354. . 
Phil. iv. 6, 7,8, Pfal. cxix, 32. ae ae 

4. It is a peace which pleafes the devil, and _ 

which raifes no appotiyay him; whereastrue 

eace is oppofed by all the power and policy} 
4 hell. gee Luke xi. 21. hoe i a the | 
afirong man armed keeps his palace, his goods are m 
peace. . Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to ftand againft the wiles of the devil. 

5. The peace of the wicked is a profane peace, 
Deut. xxix. 19. L/hall have peace, though I walk 
after the imagination of my hearte They think 
they may lye, and fteal, and fwear, and com- 
mit adultery, and break the Sabbath, and yet 
have peace ; that is a profane peace: better have 
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a confcience roaring, and full of the terrors of 
the Almighty. ve 
' 6, Tris a deluded peace: He feedeth on afhes; a 
. deceived heart hath turned him, afide, that he cannot 
deliver his foul, nor fay, Is there not a lye in my right- 
hand, fa. xliv.20. ‘It is as if aman were fleep- 
ing on a top-maft, ready to be flung into the 
ocean, with every pire of wind, and yet dream- 
ing that he is an univerfal monarch. Would 
any man envy him? This is the cafe of the 
profane; they are in all circumftances of dan- 
ger, expofed to the loudeft thunder of heaven, 
yet dreaming of nothing but eafe and quiet, 
while ready to plump into the ocean of God’s 
wrath; for they have no fhelter, no defence : 
who would envy them? 
7. It is a dangerous and deflructive peace, Ma, 
}. 11, 1 Theff. v. 3. They fay, Peace, peace, when 
Sudden deftruction cometh, and is atthe door. The 
_ profperity of fools deftroys them; and fo doth the 
peace of the wicked deftroy them: They look for 
peace ; and behold trouble. ‘They think they are 
fafe, when they are juft at the perifhing for 
ever. . 
8..It is a facrilegious peace; for God allows 
no peace to his enemies: There is no peace, faith 
my God, to the wicked, Ua. lv. 21. If thou art 
an unconverted man, living in a ftate of en- 
mity againft God, he doth not allow you one 
moment’s quiet of mind; and if you take it, 
it is theft, it is a taking what is not yours. 
Confider this, man, in your jovial and revel- 
ling hours: your mind fhould be upon the 
rack, till the enmity between God and you be 
taken away, and you be interefted in the bleffed 
Peace-maker. And the more fo, in regard that 
there are bars on God’s part, and on yours 
‘both, that exclude you from that peace which 
‘is only the privilege of thofe that are in Wif- 
dom’s way. 
_ {1.] On God's part, there are four bars which 
exclude you from this peace. | 
(1.) The power of God is a bar that excludes; 
God only hath authority to give peace: all the 
angels in heaven -cannot fpeak a comfortable 
word to a finner, if God be againft him. Itis 
he that createth the fruit of the lips; peace, peace to 
bim that is afar off, and to him that is nigh, Va. 
Ivil. 19. It is not men or angels that can cre- 
ate, it is a work peculiar to God alone. Car- 
nal men look upon pardoning grace as an eafy 
thing, that it is eafy to give pardon, and eafy 
to take it; yea, but take guilty a confcience, 
that fees itfelf, as it were, hanging over hell, 
ready to drop in, then all the minitters in the 
world can do this perfon no good, except the 
Lord encourage him. Alas!-this is fuch a hard 
lock, that no hand, but that of the Spirit of 
God, can turn. 2 er. 
“ (2.) The bohue/s of God is a bar that excludes 
the wicked from peace. His holinefs mani- 
fefted in the‘precept of the law, fays, “ Before 
**-you have peace, I muft have perfect obedi- 
“ence: what have you to do with peace,’ as 
“Jong as your fpiritual whoredom doth re- 
“main?” Again, . 
_ (3.) The jufice of God is a bar; for, his ju- 
ftice, in the threatening, fays, “ Before: you have 
~“ peace, { muft have fatisfaction, Gal. iii. 10; 
“* There is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked,” 
Wal ivii. Zr. | horas ates oa en to 
(4.) Yea, the mercy of God is a bar: for, as 
mercy will not vent to the difhonour of juttice; 
fo lighted mercy brings on the foreft ven- 
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geance, Rom. ii. 4, 5.’ Heb. ii. 3. and x. 28, 29, 
and xii: 25. 
“ [2.] On the fnner's own. part, there are alfo 
four bars, that exclude them from peace. 

> (4) Their own corruption is a bar: one fin 
making way for another; and different lutts 
make great difturbance. See Ifa. lvii. 20. But 
the wicked are like the troubled fea, when it cannot 
reff, whofe waters caft up mire.and dirt. 

-(2.) Their own conferences is a bar that im- 
pedes their peace.. Confcrence will not be fa- 
tisfied withoun keeping the law. God’s depu- 
ty is a terror tothe man. Itis a*Rebecca, feel- . 
img the child ftrugling in hef womb.  Conici- 
ence condemns, and cafts daggers at the heart 
ofafinner. | | hay OPS 

(3.) Their own: crofés are a bar that keep 
them from peace. As the Ifraelites, when they _ 
were in the wildernefs, and in Egypt, though 
God ftopped their mouths, it could not ftop 
their murmurings: they cannot /earn im every 
jtate to be content. They fret againft God... The 
crofs galls them; and'every thing fears them: 
whereas, it-is faid of ‘the righteous, He /hall 
not be afraid of evil tidings; his heart is fixed, truft- 
ing inthe Lord. Ytisnotfowiththe wicked. | 

(4.) Their own comforts area bar that exclude - 
them from this peace. As they cannot ferve 
God, without diftraction ; fo they cannot live 
in profperity, without diftraction; The /leem of 
a labouring man is fweet, whether he eat little or 
much: but the abundance of the rich, will not fuffer 
kim to fleep, Eccl. v.12. A good mancan fleep 
quietly, becaufe he lays his head upon the pil- 
lews of God’s providence and promife: where- 
as the wicked, when they pretend to truft their 
foul-with God, yet cannot truft their riches 
with him: they cannot truft) him with their 
temporal concerns; their.comforts keeptshem 
from peace. . | 

2dly, We would now defcribe this peace po- 
fiively, fhewing what that peace is that 1s+o 
be found in Wi/dom’s paths. 

1. It is an internal peace. There is an out- 
ward external peace in the world, between 
man and man, as I obferved.in the explication 
of the words: but wor/dly peace is oft-times de- 
nied unto the godly; for Chrift fays, i the 
world ye fhall bave tribulation: but he hath pro- 
mifed them peace of a fpiritual nature, faying, 
In me ye fhall have peace, John xvi. 33. This in- 
ternal peace is either peace above us with God; 
or peace within us, in our’ heart: the one is 
the caufe, and the other -is the effect. Peace 
with God, is what-all true believers have in 
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_ the firft moments of their juftification, Rom. 


v.i.vili.1. And this inward peace, refulting from 
peace with God, may be confidered, either as 
it hath a relation to fin, or to affliction. —As — 
it hath a relation tofu, it hath a threefold af- 
pect. It looks to fin, and the guilt thereof; it 
looks to God, and his wrath, the defert of fin; 
and it looks to Chrift, and his blood, as the re- 
medy of both, taking guilt from fin, and wrath 
from God; as making reconciliation through 
the blood of his crofs:- and, in this ref{pect, this 
“ peace isa fweet compofure and tranquili- 
“ ty of mind, arifing from a fenfe of pardon 
* and reconciliation, in and through the Lord 
“ Jefus Chrift, wrought in the foul by the Spi- 
“ rit of God.”’—As it hath relation to affiction, 
it imports the fame thing, namely, “a fweet 
compofure of Spirit and tranquility of mind, 
flowing from a fenfe of divine favour ie oa 

: arift ; 
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Ghrift:”. and further, .it.contains thefe three 
things. 


(1.) An, acquiefcing in. and fubmiffion to. the di- 
vine will, whatever, betals, the man;_refolute- 
ly to,take up the crofs, with,.an, abiolute. re- 
fignation,.to the. divine pleafure, 15am, xxv. 
20. 20s 

(2.) An heroic courage,to encounter with diffi- 
culties, the foul faying,, Tbrough God we Jhalldo 
valiantly; for it 1s, be that fball tread down our ene- 
mies, Plal. Ix.124, By thee will Irun through a 
troop; by my God will [leap over a wall, Pial, xviii. 29, 

(3.) Holy fecurity, and a {weet inward relifh 
of ea/e, in the midit of trouble and difficulties. 
When the:ftorm is whirling about their ears, 
in patience they poffée/s their fouls. 

This, peace, as it relates to fim, is oppofite to 
enmity, the enmity hath got a deadly ftroke 
in regeneration and juftification: God is at 
peace with the foul, and the foul is at peace 
with God... And, as it relates to affliction, it 1s 
oppofire to difquicting thoughts, impatience 
under trouble, and,a freatful difpofition. 

2. It.is, a divine peace, and has a divine ori- 
ginal. All the three perfons of the glorious 
Trinity are co-workers herein, as the author 
of this.peace. God the FarHer he is called 
the God of peace that bruifes Satan under our feet. He 
gives peace, creates, maintains, preferves, and 
perfects it... The Son is called the Prince of peace. 
He, as a Prophet, preaches peace; as a Prieft, 
purchafes it; and, as a King, proclaims and 
commands it:,, yea, in the abftract, he is our 

peace; Eph.ii.14. The Houy GuostT 1s the im- 
mediate eflicient caufe of peace, filling the foul 
with peace and joy in believing, by his powerful, 
phyfical, irrefiftible efficiency, maftering all 
the ftorms of the foul. Peace is a fruit of the 
Spirit,,Gal..v, 22. 

3. It isa holy peace: Great peace have they that 

love thy law, nothing /ball offend them. As many as 
walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and on 
the I/rael of God. The fruit of righteoufne/s 1s peace. 
As it is faid, he that hath this hope purifieth him- 
Jelf; fo, he that hath peace, it imbitters fin: 
and peace with God cannot be without war 
with fin; hence, when fin prevails, believers 
cannot find reft, till they get anew f{prinkling 
of the blood of the Peace-maker. 
- 4. [tis a miraculous peace: it is a miracle; for, 
itis peace. in the midft of fire and water. The 
three children walk in the midft of fire, and 
have peace: the Ifralites walk through the Red- 
Sea, and have peace. And all this according 
to his promife; When thou paffeft through the wa- 
ters, 1 will be. with thee; and through the rivers, they 
Shall not overflow thee: when thou walkeft through 
the fire, thou fhalt not be burnt ; neither fhall the flame 
kindle upon thee, \fa. xliu. 2. Me 

s. It is a noble and nobihtating peace: it fubli- 
mates the foul above all inferior things, fo as, 
with a generous difdain, it looks down upon 
the trifling vanities which bewitch the affecti- 
ons of the world, A man, who hath this peace, 
can trample upon crowns.and diadems, as up- 
on dung; and is not.afraid of, nor over-awed 
-with the terrors that damp the {pirits and de- 
feat pufillanimous perfons in, the world; but 


he hath a victory aver the world, 1 John. v. 4,9. _ 


* 


Pfalm xlyi.1,—s5.. _ 3 

6. Itis a fecure and well-fecured peace ; firmer 
than the mountains and hills: The mountains 
fall depart, and the bills be removed; but my kind- 
nefs fball not depart from thee, neither fall the cove- 


WAYS PLEASANTNESS, 


SerM. CXXXIII. 


nant of my peace be-removed, Ua. liv..10, It is ever- 
lafting peaceand.confolation, built upon ever- 
lafting foundations; fuch as, the everlafting 
love of God, and the everlafting righteoufnefs 


of Chrift, 


7. Itisa/weet and /weetning peace: it fweetens 
all things to the believer; it fweetens every 
lot, and makes him fay, J have learned, in what- 
Joever fate I am, therewith to be content. It fweetens 
the cro/s, and makes him glory in it, faying, 
God forbid that I fhould glory, jave in the crofs of our 
Lord Fefus Chri. It can turn a prifon to a pa- 
lace, and a rack. to a bed of .rofes. It makes 
the foul acquaint with that paradox; Poor, yer 
poffefing all thing ; forrowful, yet always rejoicing, 
2Cor. vi.10. It fweetens the afpecét and pro- 
{pect of death: O how will this peace mollify 
the thoughts of the king of terrors! and make 
the foul to fay, O death, where 1s thy fiimg? It 
fweetens the views and apprehenfions of the 
day of judgment, while the man apprehends the 
Judge to be his friend, his righteoufnefs; and 
that he is at peace with the divine tribunal, 
through the blood of Jefus. It is a miferable 
peace that cannot confift with, but is dafhed 
and confounded at the thoughts of death, judg- 
ment, and eternity: and hence the wicked man, 
amidft his carnal peace, banifhes the thoughts 
of thefe awful things, otherwife they would 
deftroy his peace., But here is a peace which 
makes the foul at peace with death, judgment, 
and eternity: yea, and to rejoice in the view 
of thefe awful and unavoidable things. 

8. It is a perfect peace; Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, Ua. xxvi. 4. It is perfect, in that 
it is not a faint impreffion, but fuch a peace as 
fhall accomplifh the end for which it was giv- 
en, and not be altogether ufelefs: yea, it is 
perfect, in that it not only grows to perfecti- 
on after time, but it hath a kind of perfection 
even zn time, being a peace that paffeth all under- 
ftanding, unfpeakable and inconceivable: and 
there is no end of its growth; Of the increafe of 
bis government and peace there fhall be no end, Via. 
ix. 7... And it is perfect in refpect of the grounds 
of it: fuch as, God, and his attributes; Chri, 
and his righteoufnefs ; the Spirit, and his ope- 
rations; the Covenant, and its promifes ; as may 
be feen on the firft general head of the method. 

When faith views the freedom of the covenant, 
then peace comes in like a river, however un- 
worthy the foul be in itfelf: when faith views 
the fulne/s of the covenant, then peace comes 
in, however empty the foul be in itfelf: when 
faith views the fability of the covenant, then 
peace comes into the foul, however mutable 
it be in itfelf: when faith views the Mediator of 
the covenant, it brings in peace; under a fenfe 
of ignorance, peace comes in from his being a. 
Prophet, to teach ; under a fenfe of gui/t, peace 
comes in from his being a Prieft; undera fenfe 
of bondage, peace comes in from his being a 


‘King: when faith views thefe things, peace 


runs in. “The prom/e of the covenant, viewed, 
by faith, brings in peace. Can I have peace 

that have fuch a falfé ‘heart? Yes; when! 
view the true promife, made by the true God. 
Can I have peace, who have fuch a backflid- 
ing heart, that never retains a word? Yes; be- 
caufe though I break my word, yetGod cannot 
break his word: He hath faithfulnefs for the girdle 
of his loins; and the covenant fiands faft with bim. 
Wheri faith views the condition of the covenant, 


viz, the righteoufneli of Ghrift, peace flows in like 


- a flood: 
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a flood ;' for the promifes are-ratified thereby, 
Faith improves Chrift’s righteoufnefs as a God- 
pleafing righteoufnefs, as a jutftice-fatisfying 
righteoufnefs, as a debt-paying anda blifs- 
purchafing: righteoufnefs, a covenant-fealing 
and ftrength-furnifhing righteoufnefs; faith 
improves it as ranfom, a laver, and a ladder. 
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| PRovs iil. 17. 

Wifdom's ways are ways of pleafantne/s, and all 
| ber paths are peace. 


' {. The third Sermon on this text.] 


'T HE pleafures of the ungodly cannot be 
valued by any who truly fee their end: 
Who would envy him that wears a crown but 
for a day, and would be the {corn of the wick- 
éd to-morrow? Or hitn who would choofe one 
day of mirth and pleafure, though he knew 
that ic would fill thé reft of his lite with pain 
and mifery? Who would envy the ftate of the 
wicked and ungodly, whofe life-time is burt, 
at beft, a day of finful pleaftire, and iffues in 
au everlafting ftate of wo and torment? How 
grieving may it be to any confidering believer, 
to look upon a worldly fenfual gallant, in the 
midft of his vain-glory and mirth, andto think 
where that man will fhortly be, and how the 
cafe will be fhortly altered with him! It would 
fadden our hearts to fee fuch a one ftruck dead 
in the place; and, alas! fhould it not grieve 
us, to forefee the ftroke of death and wrath 
under which they will perifh for ever? When 
this is the cafe, who would not chufe more fo- 
lid and durable pleafures, fuch as are here fet 
before us: Wi/dom’s ways are pleafantne/s: . 
- Having finifhed what we intended onthe 
doétrinal part of the fubject, by demonftrating 
the ¢ruth of the propofition, viz. That Wifdom's 
‘aways are pleafantne/s ; confidered the guahties of that 
pleafure that is to be found in Wifdom’s ways; 
{poken of fome of the particular paths of Wif- 

om, which are all peace; opened up the za- 
ture and qualities of that peace; we fhall now 
proceed to the fequel of the fubject. 


-—V. The fifth thing propofed was the application 


of the point. Is it fo, That Wifdom’s ways are plea- 
Santnefs? “Then the inference I would: deduce 
from it, at prefent, is to rectify the mfake and 


error of the world, and of all carnal men, who, 


if one begins to leave off wickednefs, and to 
feék'after Chrift, then they reckon his pleafant 
days are at an end, ‘and that he is turning mad, 


morofe, and melancholy; becaufe they have’ 


no tafte of fpiritual comforts them{elves, no 


_ ¥relifh of divine pleafures, no favour of any de- 
light, but what is carnal and worldly ; there~ 


fore they imagine ‘the’ way of religion a moft 
unpleafant way. — 3H PRB ibe gs! 

For purfuing this ufe, I thall eflay the three 
following things. 1. Argue a little againft 


this opinion, for demonftrating the abjurdity of 


it. 2. Anfwer fome carnal objections againft. the 
pleafures of religion. 3. Shew what thefe 
things are, wherein believers have pleafure, 
fuch as the world knoweth not of§ 5) 


ff, I would arguea litrle again this miftake 


_and error of ;the world, as if the way of Wif- 
dom and true religion were nota pleafant way. 
» 1. Muft-not that way, be pleafant, which is 
eh L. Il, me ; 


a 
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pleafing to God himfelf? But fuch is tle way 
of wifdom and religion, as may. be feen, 1 Pet. 
li. 5.; where believers are called a holy priefthood, 
to offer up fpiritual Jacrifices, acceptable to God. The 
Lord taketh pleafure in them that fear him, ih them 
that hope in his mercy, Pfal. cxlvii.21. And mutt 
it not be the chief pleafure of the faints to 
pleafe God? | 
2. Mutt not that be very pleafant to the foul, 
that is the very “/e and health of it? Why, Wif- 
dom’s way, or the way of faith, love, and ho- 
linefs, is the very Aealth of the believing foul; 
» whereas the way of unbelief, enmity, and fin, 


is the very difeafe and death of the foul. Life 
and health is a conftant fenfible delight. — It is 


only fin that is oppofite to foul health: Heal my 
foul, for I have finned againft thee, Pfal. xli. 4. 

3. Muft not that way be pleafant, which re- 
moves all fears and troubles? But fuch is the 
way of Wifdom ; the way of faith im the Lord 
Jefus Chrift: Let not your heart be troubled; ye be- 
heve mm God, believe alfo inme, John xiv. tr. It re+ 
moves the fear of death and damnation; and 
therefore mutt afford a greater pleafure than 
this world can afford. One ferious thought of 
everlafting falvation, which Wifdom’s way is 
the earnett of, can give that true contentment 
to the foul, that all worldly wealth and glory 
can never give. 

4. Mutt not that way be pleafant, that re- 
moves the cave of all forrow, viz. Sin? But 
fuch is Wifdom’s way; it removes fin, which 
is the caufe of calamity. In this way, the gui/t 
of fin is removed, by juftification; and the rale 
of fin, by fanctification; till the being of it be 
removed in glorification. Wifdom’s way is 
the way of holinefs, which is the very deftruc- 
tion of fin. 

s. Mutt not that way be pleafant, which con- 
fifts in rejoicing, and graces which cannot be ex- 
ercifed without pleafure; fuch as, knowledge, 
faith, love, hope, and joy itfelf? The kingdom of God 
2§ not: meat and drink; but righteoufne/s, and. peace; 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft, Rom. xiv. 17. The way 
of Wifdom confifts in thefe joyful exercifes, 
when confidered as the way wherein Wifdom 
directs us to walk, as well as the way where- 
in Wifdom walks towards us. 

6. Muft not that way be pleafant which con- 
fifts in communion with God, who is the foun- 
tain of pleafure and delight; and brings us 
near.to him,.as a God of love? Such is the way 
of Wifdom : We have known and beheved the love 
that God hath to us > God.is love, and he that dwelleth 
an love dwelleth in Ged, -and God in him, 1 John 
Vid burs 

7. Mutt not that way bea pleafantone, which . 
whofoever choofes it, do voluntarily forfake 
all other pleafures in the world, and renounce 
them for the fake of the pleafure of this way. 
They, with Mofes, chufe the worft of Chritt, 
rather than the beft of the world, Heb xi.2;,26, 
Choofing rather to fuffer affliction with the people of 
God, than enjoy the pleafures of fin for a Jeafon: and: 
efteemng the reproaches of Chrifi greater riches than 
all the treafures of Egypt. Would they make. 
fuch an exchange, if they had not found it 
a more pleafant way, and that which tends to 
everlafting pleafure? All who have ever tried 
Wifdom’s way, they think they can never have 
enough of it. The more holy they are, the 
more holy they would be: he that hath motft, 
would gladly have more, Phil. iii. 12,14, Pfal. 
XXV. 4 . air nwiidhs f Teast 
8. Mut 
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8. Mutt not that be a pleafant way; which, 
whofoever hath once chofen and ‘tried, will 
never choofe to goback again to their former pleas 
fares? . Such is Wifdom’s way 5, every tafte of 
the pleafure thereof makes the believer fay, 
with Ephraim, Hof. xiv. 8. What have any more 
to do with idols? Let thy hand’ be upon the manof 
thy right-hand, the fon of man, whom thou haft made 
frrong for thyfelf; Jo will we not go back from thee, 
Pfal, lxxx, 18. It makes the man fay, / well ne- 
wer forget thy precepts; for by them thou haft quick- 
ened me. If they found God's way did not-an- 
{wer their expectations, they have abundance of 
leifure, and temptations too many, to turn 
back. to the ftate from whence they came, and 
to a loofe wicked life; yea, but that is the life 
they would not chute for all the world: fure- 
ly, therefore, they, find it the moft pleafant 
way; if not in fenfible delight, yet at leaft in 
eafing their confciences, and fecuring their 
minds from the terrors that finful pleafures 
would produce; nay, when they are themfelves, 
they loath the very rememberance of their fin- 
ful pleafures. 

9. Muft not that way be pleafant, that can 
turn the moft painful things into plea/ant things? 
That which can fweeten gall and wormwood 
mutt needs be very {weet itfelf: fuch is Wif- 
dom’s way, that can bear up the foul under 
all afflictions, and make it rejoice; yea, and 
glory in tribulation, Rom. v. 3. Read to this pur- 
pole, 2 Cor, xi. 9, 10. And he faid unto me, My 
grace is fufficient for thee ; for my flrength is made per- 
Sect in weaknefs: moft gladly, therefore, will I rather 
rejoice in mine infirmities, that the power of Chrift may 
reft upon me. Therefore I take pleafure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in nece(jitics, in perfecutions, in diftref- 
Jes, for Chrift's Jake ; for when I am weak, then am I 
Srrong. 

ro, Muft not that way be a pleafant way, 
that can make the views of death and judgment 
as amiable to the enlightened foul, as ever it 
was formidable to the awakened confcience? 
Surely that way, and that pleafure is little to 
be accounted of that cannot: endure a ferious 
thought of death and judgment. How poor 
is that pleafure that is damped at the views of 
death, and frighted and chafed away at the 
profpect of judgment! But, in Wifdom’s way, 
aman may look death in the face, and fay, 
“ Come, O friend! why tarry the wheels of 
“thy chariot?” For death, as.an enemy, is one 
of the trophies of the victory of faith; Death 
1s fwallowed up in victory, 1 Cor, xv. $4.: and as 
a friend, it is the chariot to carry the foul to 
heaven, And, in this way, aman may look 
to judgment, and fay. to the Judge, Comey Lord 
Jesus; come quickly, Rev. xxii, 20. Make hafle, my 
Beloved, and be like a roe or a young hart on the moun- 
tains of Bether, Song viii, 14. 

In a word, It mutt be a 
leads to everlajting pleafure. 4 

adly, We propoted to anfwer fome objections 
that carnal minds make againft the pleafantnefs 
of Wifdom’s. ways; or the pleafures of religi- 
on. Arid, . uy we 

Opjeor. 1% “ How-can that way be pleafant- 
“ nefs that forbids all our pleafure? that -re- 
“ quires to mortify the fle/b, to renounce the world, 
‘* to deny ourfelves, and {0 to abandon all our plea- 
Pree at. Bho, aber | ba ia) 

. ANsw. The ftrength of. this objection lies in 


pleafant way, that 


this, that Wifdom’s ways are wagratsfal tothe | 
flefh, and oblige us to.part with our fins;,,and, - 


ded oh eh a6 


- 
‘ 
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indeed, as they that areim the fle/h'cannot pleafe God; 
fo they cannot take’ pleafure inGod, or in bis way, 
Anew and fpiritual nature is neceflary in order: 
toour having thefe new and {piritual pleafures; 
for, the natural man receiveth not thé things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are fooli/hne/s to him; neither 
can he know them, becaufe they are fpiritually difeern- 
ed, But, mean time, O finner, do you think 
that fin is fo lovely a thing, that a man can- 
not live pleafantly, or merrily, without it? 
Whereas, indeed, they that are the motft free of 
fin have the moft pleafant life. Sin is a breach 
of God’s law, and an abufe of his authority: 
andis there no mirth, butin abufing God! no 
pleafure, but in injuring our Creator and Re- 
deemer! What finful natures have we, that 
muft have fuch pleafures! Cannot a man live: - 
merrily unlefs he provoke the God of heaven,’ 
and trample on his mercy? Cannot a man live 
in pleafure, unlefs he tumble in the mire, or. 
drink poifon? Alas!.what pleafure is it to dif 
honour God and:deftroy ourfelves! Let it be 
confidered, that it is for our everlafting plea- 
fure, and to prevent everlafling pain, that the | 
pleafures of fin are forbidden; for.they exclude 
all {piritual and eternal pleafure: and do you 
accufe the word of God, and Wifdom’s way, 
becaufe it would keep you from fuch coftly 
comfort, and dangerous:delights? You will 
forbear the moft delightful fruits and drinks, 
if your phyfician tell you they will hazard-your 
life, or torment you afterwards ; and will you 
be offended with the Phyfician of fouls, when 
he warns you to beware of that pleafant poi- 
fon that deftroys the foul? . Yea, even at pre- 
fent, is not virtue more pleafant. than vice? 
fobriety more pleafantthan drunkennefs? cha- 
ftity more pleafant than uncleannefs? and tem=: 
perance more pleafant than gluttony and in- 
temperance? Do not thefe bring in fuch trou- 
bles of confcience, fuch ficknefs,. fhame, and 
remorfe, as that they have a punifhment in. 
their bofoms, if not a confumption of mens 
wealth and outward eftate, befides the con- 
fuming of their precious fouls? ' But again, 
OsjecT. 2. “ How can Wifdom’s way be. 
pleafantnefs, when it is a part of Wifdom’s 
way to take up our croft, and lay our account 
with tribulation; for, through much tribulation 
we muf enter into the kingdom of heaven; and, if 
any man lives godly, he muft fufer perfecution?”’ 
Answ. 1. As for fuferings and chaflifements,the 
caufe of them is fin, God doth not punith men 
for walking in Wifdom’s way; ~but for going. 
out of it. Itis no fmall part of the pleafure 
of Wifdom’s way, .that it keeps:meh out-of 
the way, of punifhment. Is it not then uns 
reafonable, when) we trouble ourfelves,. to 
blame our Phyfician for troubling us, in order 
to a cure? When we have made ourfelves:fick. 
with too much of the creature, and fenfual de 
light, no wonder then we need painful and 
unpleafant phyfic. | segs alread 
. 2, As for futferings in the eaufe of Chri?, they 
are ufually requited with pleafure, both here 


a“ ~ 
as ne 


~ 
. 


and hereafter. If we knew the joys of mar- 


tyrs, we would never fhrink at the fufferings 


of martyrs, What hath made many of the 


fufferers for Chrift. face the fevereft tortures, 
with undaunted courage and fortitude, but 
the internal pleafure, they found in God, and 


the-ways of. religion® liven eplhdtannes bh 

3. Ina word, the fufferings anditrials of the 

children of Gneksateocniieraniala a cai their | 
ee . chattife- 
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chaitifement;. or probatory, for their trial; > or 
medicinal for theirshealth..) Avlittle ofthe vine- 
gar of affliction will make them relifh ‘their 
pleafureand profperity the betters O what la- 
mentable work hath profperity, ‘honour, and 
wealth madein the world! Do we:not fee thofe 
who. are* moft’ profperous’ in: the world; to 
be ordinarily the moft: proud and perverfe? 
and fhall we grudge: that neceflary moderate 
affliction that» tends to: fave us:from the like 
overthrow?» The peoplée:of God, through their 


\ 
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frailty; would-be apt.to furfeit on their plea-. 


fures, if infinite Wifdom did notiorder {ome 
four fauce to help their digeftiom “And yet it 
is aiknown experience among them, that their 
times of greateft:affliction:are ordinarily their 
times of greateft confolation: when he brings 
them. to the wildernefs, then he /peaks comfort- 
ably to them, and? gives them, in the valley of 
Achor, a door of hope; fo that their tribulations 
do not hinder their confolation, but further it, 
Hof. ii. 14, 15. And as their afflictions abound, fo 
do their confolations abound, 2 Cor. is 5. And, in 
themultitude of their thoughts within them, bis com- 
forts delight their fouls, Pfalm:xciv. 19. And: fo 
their fufferings work: for their joy; and their 
trials for their triumph. 

, Osyject. 3. “ How can Wifdom’s way be plea- 


© fantnefs, or how can: we fuppofe that they 


*~ who fearGod: have the greatett pleafure, when 
* -wefee the contrary in the /adne/s of their faces? 
* in their heavy doubts, and? fears, and com- 
plaints; infomuch, that while many of the 
ungodly have a life of mirth, they, on the 
contrary, havea life of mourning?” 
Answi This objection, refpecting what feems. 
to be the common cafe, requires to be particu- 
larly confidered. 

t. We areto.diftinguith between new intrants 
into religion, and efabli/hed faints. No wonder 
that'a new intrant have pangs and forrows for 
his having lived fo long infin and mifery: but 
who will hence infer, that the way of godli- 
Refs is unpleafant, becaufe a man, that is en- 
tering’ into it, is lamenting that he hath lived 
fo long in the way of wickednefs?) The com- 
plaint of penitent foulsis not theirprefent pic- 
ty, but their former impiety. 

2. We are to diftinguifly between weak and 
Jirong Chrifians: and the more grace and piety 
that-any hath, the more peace and pleafure 
wfually attend it. Hearken what ‘the godly 
complain: of; are they grieved becaufe they 
are godly? Or rather, is it becaufe they are not 
moré godly? Do they complain of their faith, 
or of their unbelief? of their /pirituality, or of 
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their carnahty? Who then will fay that holi- 


nefs is unpleafant, becaufe men who have it, 
‘would gladly have more of it? | 

© 3. Weare todiftinguifh between believers 
who have fallen, fince their converfion, into any 


‘great and wounding fm, and believers that walk 


more uprightly with God, and maintain their in- 

tegrity and peace. No wonder if David, after 
his fin, complain of the breaking of his‘bones; and 
Peter go out and weep bitterly. Believers know 
fo much of the evil of fin, that: they’ cannot 
walk fo lightly under it, as the blind obdurate 
world, that are paft feeling, =) 


4. We mutt diftinguifh between the afured 


_ believer, and the doubting one, that is afraid lett 


he be not in a ftate of grace, and union with 


Chrift; that man’s grief is not becaufe he is 
Santtfed, but becaufe he is afraid left he be w- 


° 


*voke to loud laughter; 


$25 
Santhfied. This doth’ not fay that religion is 
unpleafant: nay, ‘it thews that Wifdom’s way 
is moft lovelyand pleafant inehis eyes: other- 
wile, why is he Yo much troubled, when ‘he 
doth but doubt whether he be in it or not? 
5s We mutt diftinguith. between’ believers 
whowduly underftand the extent of the éovenant of 
grace, and othersthat are not /o much énlirhtened, 
{f a believer; ‘through miftake, think that the 
grace of the gofpel extends not'to fuch an un- 
worthy creature; or to fuch'a @reat finner as 
he, no wonder then he ‘be troubled: burt this 
infers no'conviction’ the man hath of the un« 
pleafantnefs of Wifdom’s waly'}'nay, but’ ra- 
ther proclaims the eftimate he hath of the ex 
cellency of the  gofpel; and the hippinefs of 
the heirs of promife, though under’a miftake 
he be excluding himfelf, and fo is undér fears. 
6. Confider, that the frrow of believers may 
confift with joy. ‘Try the moft dejected mourn- 
ful'Chriftians, if they would’ change fates, 
and change pleafures, with the bett and greats 
eft of the wicked and ungodly, you will find 
they would not do it for all the world; Ror 
turn back to the ftate they were in. Yea, the 
godly forrow of a believer is attended with lid 
joy; in comparifon whereof carnal’ mirth and 
laughter is but madnefs and folly It is little, 
trifling, ridiculous accidents and toys that pro- 
but great things give 
us inward {weet content and joy; which {eorns 
to fhew itfelf by laughter: and Hence the bes 
liever’s pleafure is not. ordinarily fo difcerns 
able to others, as carnal mirth is. 
7. Confider the root of the believer’s'pleafure 
is indifcernable: the world cannor underftand 
their peace and pleafure? itis a peace that pafeth 
all underftanding ; and:frangers intermedile not with 
their joy. They have hidden manna, the white fone, 
and the new name, that’ no man knoweth, but he 
that receiveth it, Rev. ii. 17... The world ‘Cannot 
fee the grace of Chrift, nor the comforts of his 
Spirit within them." You fe their crdfles, but 
cannot perceive their unction by the Holy Ghoft; 
the Comforter, rte 
8. Confider, that however faints thay be in 
beavine/s, through manifold temptations, they 
are not always {0: take them in their'own éle- 
ment, and then you will’ find them rejoicing: 
When they are brought itito God's holy mountain, 
then are they, jay/ul in his houfe of prayer, U0 \vi.7. 
You may, ‘perhaps, find them ina valley: a fith 
is a molt lively creature; but ‘ir’ mult Be in the 
water, not in’ the land;* fo 48 itwith the bet 
liever: fee Pfal. exxii, t Pwas'glad when they [aid 
tome, let us go into the honfe of the Lord; com par- 
ed with Pfal, exx. 9, 6 Wo ts me? thar’ /ojourn im 
Mefech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar.” My Soul 
hath long dwelt with him thot hateth peace, \ Take 
a believer when he is himfelf, when the candle 
the Lord is fhining, when ‘there is'no quarrel 
etween him and his God, when’ his’ con{ci- 
ence is fprinkled, ‘and his heart’purified, and 
the Lord is lifting’up the light of his counte- 
nance upon him, and fee if be not'a glad man 
then, Pfalm iv. 6, 7. aw 
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9, Tf you will judgewhether Wifdom's way 


be pleafant,you muft look to thefe who live 


by faith on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and accordin 
to the mercy of the gafpel’; and not look at the 
dejections and forrows of thefe who grieve 


_themfelves by {werving' from the way of holi- 
~-nefs and Wifdom: rat ANB OAEE 
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‘mournful believers’ have* AbNe Gay hen e 
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wicked world; even thefe who many umes 
fall through weaknefs. Why, the very pre- 
fervation of one foul from that defpair which 
thefe would caft them into, if they had not 
Chrift to fly to, and the little taftes of mercy 
that they-have felt, and the reviving that they 
find between their forrows, and the hopes they 
have of better days, are enough to weigh down 
all their own forrows, and much more to weigh 
down all the trifling, light, vanifhing plea- 
fures of the world. 

10. Confider, that this is not the life of per- 
feét joy ; and therefore fome forrow will be in- 
termixed. Comfort will not be perfect till ho- 
linefs be perfect: what is wanting now, will 
be make up in the new Jerufalem, when be- 
lievers will enter into the joy of their Lord. 

Osject. 4. “ How can Wifdom’s way be 
«’ pleafantnefs, when it commands the contrary, 
“ namely, to faf, and weep, and mourn? So that 
“it is not only the weakne/s of profeffors, but 
“ the way prefcribed to them, that muft bear 
* the blame.” 

Answ. If God’s children will fal/, and break 
their bones, they muft endure the pain of Jetting 
them again. Some of their forrows are medi- 
cinal: but while he commands them to mourn, 
he commands them alfo to rejowe ; and he calls 
them to no mourning that is inconfiftent with 
their joy, and to rejoice evermore: and if believ- 
ers did but live as God requires them, they 
would be the wonder of the world for their 
exceeding joy. They would make the world 
admire the joy, and hope, and comfort that 
tranfports them. ‘They would be fo taken up 
in the love and praife of the glorious Redeem- 
er, that they would fcarce have leifure to ob- 
ferve whether they were rich or poor; or to re- 
gard the honour or difhonour of the world. 
Thefe little trifling things would fcarce have 
any room in their thoughts. O the joy they 
would have in their fecret prayer! in their 
heavenly meditation ! in their holy conference! 
in their reading and hearing the promifes! and 
in their public worfhip and praife, if they did 
but follow more fully the conduct of the Spi- 
rit, their comforter! What makes believers 
flight this world, and to take all your plea- 
fures to be unworthy of their entertainment 
and regard, but that they have had a tafte of 
f{weeter things, and by faith have got the better 
of their childifh vanities? If God and his favour 
be better than fuch worms as we, and the hea- 
venly glory better than thefe tranfitory toys, 
you may well conceive, that the believer's joys, 
that is thereby fed, mutt be better than all the 
pleafures of this fublunary world. If then you 
love a life of pleafure, come over to Chrift, and 
believe him, that W:/dom’s ways are pleafantne/;, 
and all her paths peace. We come now, . 

dly, To confider what thefe things are where- 
in believers have pleafure, fuch as the. world 
know not of: no man can trade infucha way 
of comfort as thisis; itis the rejoicing of his 
heart, Pfal. cxix.111.. Why, «| | 

1. He ‘hath comfort in his Gop, who is the 
God of all confolation, whofe love is to the believ- 
ing foul what the fun is to the body, wiz. to 
enlighten, warm, revive, and comfort it: if it 
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were not that fin caufes fome eclipfes, or raves’ 


fome clouds, or fhuts the window, he would 
rejoice continually ; and, with David, encourage 
bimfelf in the Lord bis God; and find how {weet 
a thing it is, being juftified by faith, to have peace 
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with God, Rom. v.1.. What comfort like this, 
to have God for our confolation! } 

2. He hath comfort in his Head, the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, who is the con/olation of I/rael. ‘The 
believer brings comfort, by faith, from the 
death of Chrift, from the life of Chrift, from 
the refurrection of Chrift; from his intercefli- 
on, from his office, from his blood and righ- 
teoufnefs; from his word, his covenant, his 
promife, his mediation; and hence may tri- 
umph, with the apoftle, Rom. viii. 34. Who 
Shall condemn us, when tt ts Chrift that died; yea, ra- 
ther that is at the right-hand of God, who alfo maketh 
interceffion for us? 

3. He hath comfort in his guide, the Spirit 
of God, whois given to be the Comforter, John: 
xiv. 16,17. xv.26. He may bring comfort from » 
the Spirit’s motions, influences, and operations; 
from his enlightening, quickening, ftrengthen- 
ing, teaching, and directing operations; and 
from his continual inhabitation, as being in 
him a well of water fpringing up to everlafiing life. 

4. He hath comfort in his con/ctence, while he 
hath the tefimony thereof; This zs our rejoicing, 
the teftimony of our confciences, that in fimplicity and 
godly fincerity, not in flef/bly wifdom, but by the grace 
of God, we have had our converfation in the world, 
2 Cor. i. 12... When all the world is in a flood, 
a good con{cience is an ark. -A wicked man’s” 
con{cience is his hell; but a believer’s confci- 
ence is his heaven upon earth: when itis {prin-' 
kled with, the blood of Chrift it. gives a man’ 
peace within his own breaft, what ever trouble 
be without doors. 

5. He hath comfort in his grace: though 
Chrift the fountain of grace. be his main con- 
folation; yet even the ftreams are pleafant, as. 
they are fo many tokens of eternal love, and. 
fo many pledges of eternal life, yea, the firft 
fruits of it. . TF 

6. He hath comfort in his duties and fervices,, 
while he puts them, in their own place and 
room. It is pleafant to him to ferve and glo- 
rify his God. . There is'a fweetnefs in his ex~ 
acteft fervices: the more fully he is: brought 
up to the will of God, in felf-denial, in forgiv- 
ing enemies, or in whatfoever part of his pre- 
ceptive or providential will, the more {weet- 
nefs and comfort doth he find. | Yea, there is. 
a fweetnefs in the bittereft of his fervices, even 
in his tears; for, his water is turned into-wine, 
and his fafting into feafting.. This is propofed as an 
argument to choofe Wifdom’s way, and to.love 
the truth and peace: Thus faith the Lord of hofis, 
the faft of the fourth month, and the faft of the fifth; 
and the faft of the feventh, and the faft of the tenth, 
Shall be to the houfe of Fudah joy and gladne/s, and 
chearful feafts; therefore love the truth and peace; 
Zech. vill. 19. oy Stee lhabe hferes 

4. He hath comfort; in his experiences, while 
he is enabled to reflect on the Bethel-vifits that 
God made to him, Hof. xii. 4.; and while he 
remembers that God is the: God of Bethel; the 


fame Godin his worft times, that ever he found 


him to be in his beft time. How comfortable 
are experiences of the kindnefs of their Father, 
in hearing; their prayers, helping. them: in 
ftraits, delivering them :in diftrefles! . experi- 
ences of their returning after diftance, and re- . 
viving them after decays! experiences of fud- 
den turns in their condition, from bondage to 
liberty, from. fears to joy! .of fudden, glances 
and difplays of his glory, after,defertion, and 


preventing. their -expeCtations, when they 


thought 
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thought of nothing but being fwallowed up! 
how he furprifed them with his mercy, in 
bringing’them out of thehorrible pit, pardon- 
ed their iniquity, healed their back/lidings, 
and allowed them aecefs*to*his throne with 
boldnefs and :holy courage and confidence? 

8. He: hath°comfort in his helpers; I mean, 
the difpenfersof the gofpel, that are called the 
belpers of our joy, 2Cor. 1.24. It-is their office, 
in the Lord’s name, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and: to comfort thefe that mourn. How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of them that 
preach the gofpel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things! Rom. x.15. How amiable are the 
ordinances of God to believers! How do they 
draw water with joy out-of the wells of falvation ! 

»g. He: hath comfort in his mercies: in his 
temporal mercies, which he hath with God’s 
blefling, being bleffed in his bafket and in his lore; 
and fo he rejoices in the ufe of the creature, 
being fanctified to him by the word of God: 
in his /pritual mercies; in his garment where- 
with he is clothed, Chrift’s everlafting righte- 
oufnefs; in his charter, wherewith he is fecur- 
ed, the everlafting covenant. O what ground 
of ‘confolation is here! They have multitudes 
of mercies {till about them, and every day re- 
newed upon them to feed theircomfort: Blefed 
be the God and Father of our Lord ‘efus Chrift, who 
bath bleffed us-with all spiritual bleffings i Chrift, 
Bphvte: 3x9 2: , 
» 20. Hevhath comfort in -his crofes: this we 
fee clear from:2 Cor. i. 4. Who comforteth us inall 
our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them 
which arein any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
wei ourfelves are comforted. of God. It 1s comfort 
toknowthat his crofles are phyfic to -heal:‘him; 
By this fhall the migquity of Jacob be purged, and this 
as all the fruit'to take-away his fin; and that all 
things fhall work together for good; and fo even af- 
flictions fhall be his commodities. 

11. He hath comfort in his 4/; why, good- 
nefs and mercy follow him all the days of his life, Pfal. 
xxii.6. O what a comfortable life hath he, when 
he lives like,himfelf! When his life is a life 
of faith, a life of love, a life of communion 
with God, alife of reconciliation and peace 
with God, a life of fanctification and holinefs, 
itis a life of comfort. 

12, He hath pleafure in his death, while it 
isja dying in:the faith, Heb. xii.13.5 a dying in the 
Lord, Rev. xii: 13. Not only is death their gaz, 

Phil. i.21.. but:death is their delight, while they 

are firong inthe faith, and viewing death as the 
porch to-everlafting pleafure and joy at God’s 
right-hand... 
_-Thus we have. endeavoured to rectify fome 
miftaken notions thatthe world and carnal men 
have of. thofe;who relinquith a-courfe of wick- 
ednefs, and.embrace Wifdom’s ways; obviat- 
ed fome carnal objections againft the pleafures 
that are to be found inva religious courfe; and 
condefcended..on a variety ‘of thofe things, in_ 
which true believers find folid pleafure. 
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lefs:to» multiply words on: this. fubjec:) for, 
who isthere, that is fo fenféelefs,.as not toown, 
that thetway of! true religion is the beft and 
fweeteft way?) But, alas! Sirs, this’is a grofs 
miftake.  Itis\true;many are fuperficially con- 
vineed, that are not converted:;;many have a 
flight opinion, that Chrift, and) heaven; and 
holinefs1s beit; while yet their practical judg- 
ment does not:go along with their opinion; 
and hence they relifh the world, and their lutts, 
as {weeteft unto them, and have no delight in 
God and his way: ‘their heart goes after their 
coverouinefs, the world, and the lufts thereof; 
finful pleafures being their choice: .. We) may 
eafily guefs what their true judgment is; from 
what they choofe, and what they refufe; their 
refufing their fpiritual pleafures’ difcover they 
have no folid conviction of this, that Wi/dom’s 
ways are pleafantne/s, and all her paths are peacei 

The doétrinal part of the {ubject being dif- 
cuffed, and an intormatory ufe of the doétrine 
eflayed, rectifying fome miftakes which the 
wicked world are apt to entertain’ concerning 
the pleafures that are to be found in Wildom’s 
ways, we now proceed to another ule. 


The /econd ufe that we make of the dodtrine, 
is Of examination and trial, whether or not you 
be acquainted with the peace and pleafure of 
Wiidom’s ways. Surely, if you’ be: walking 
in Wifdom’s way, you will know fomething 
of the pleafure of it. | 

We thall obferve four things that take placein 
Wifdom’s way, that yield pleafure to the -gra- 
cious foul. 1. Pleafantviews.. 2. Pleafant,ex- 
periences. 3. Pleafant impreffions.. 4i,A plea- 
fant bent and propenfity of foul towards {pi-) 
ritual pleafures. Hi 

- if, Enquire what you know of the pleafant™ 
vews that are to be found in Wifdom’s ways- 
There are fome views that are preparatory there=, 
to and have pam in them; yet they. tend, to 
ufher in ‘the pleafure. Thofe that.ate-prefatory, : 
are a view of your /of fate, your want of alk, 
the good that innocent Adam had,‘ and a/ view 
of your having all the evi that guilry Adam 
had. . Your want of all the grace the fecond; 
Adam hath to communicate, your inability to 
fave yourfelf, and utter incapacity to help your- 
felf. Have you got a particular afflictive view 
hereof, ‘leading you to a concern about falva- 
tion?—'The way being thus paved, what do 
you know of the pleafant view, of Chrif the Sa- 
viour, and'of God in Chrift, mentioned, 2 Cor.. 
iv. 6. John i. 14. God who commanded light to. /hine 
out. of darkne/s, hath bined im our bearts, to.give the 
light. of the: knowledge of the glory of God, in the face 
of Fefus Chri... And the word was imade jlefh, and 
dwelt among us ;-and we bebeld-his glory, the glory. 
as.of the only begotten of the Father, full-of grace and 
truth? Thefe views of Chrift, the fun.of righ- 
teoufnefs, are fo pleafant, that they.contribute 
to. make the moft.terrible things: comfortable 


. and pleafant when viewed in Chrift.; A view: 
. of God is terrible to.a finner; but, when he is 


feen in'Chrii, he.is a reconciled God... A view 
of jufice is'terrible;, but, when feen in Chrift, 
it is fatisfied.juftice. A,view of, wrath is ter-— 
rible; but,,when-feea in.Chrilt, it is:appeafed 
wrath; itis hell, quenched, with his blood. A 
view of the daw, and,its eur/e, is terrible; but, 
when feen in Chrift, itisca fulfilled law; for, 


of death is terrible; but, when viewed in Chrift, 
| . as 
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it is unftinged; andthe believer may triumph 
over it, and fay, O death! where is thy fing? — 
Every thing out of Chrift hath adreadful af 
pect; but in Chrift it hath a pfeafant view. 

vest. But may not they bave PLEASANT 
views of God im Chrift, who yet have not sAvING 
views ? 

Answ. For preventing miftakes, here I will 
give you a fourfold account of thefe pleafant 
believing views that are /aving, which believers 
have either in their firft believing, or in their 
further progreflive actings of faith. Saving 
views of Chrift are, 1. Clear and diftinct. 2. 
Particular. 3. Powerful. 4. Determining, un- 
der the influence of that powerful diftinguith- 
ing grace. This is what imports the affurance 
and perfuafion of faith. Indeed, a finner, con- 
vinced of fin and wrath, and condemned by 
the law of God, could get no relief but by be- 
lieving in Chrift, if he had not, in believing, 
fo much affurance of the mercy of God in Chrift, 
revealed to him in the gofpel, as he had affur- 
ance of the wrath of God, revealed to him in 
the law. As much particular perfuafion, as he 
formerly had of law-wrath, leading him to de- 
fpair; fo much particular perfuafion doth he 
now get of gofpel-grace, leading him to hope. 
Why, the particular affurance he hath, when 
under conviction, the particular aflurance he 
hath of the law-threatening condemning him, 
can no other way be remedied, but by as par- 
ticular an affurance of the gofpel-promife ab- 
folving him. 

Whether the generation can hear or bear 
this doctrine or not, it will be found to be true: 
and wo to us if we know nothing of it, that 
there is, in faving faith, as much aflurance 
and perfuafion of the promife of the gofpel, as 
there is, in conviction, a particular aflurance 
and perfuafion of the threatening of the law, 
and as you are ftrangers to true conviction of 
fin and mifery. If the Spirit of God, as a Spi- 
rit of bondage, hath never given you a parti- 
cular affurance of the law’s threatening, with 
application to yourfelves, fo as to fee wrath de- 
nounced againft you in particular; fo you are 
ftrangers to true and faving faith, if the Spi- 
rit of God, as a Spirit of faith, hath never giv- 
en you a particular affurance of fome gofpel- 
promife, with application to yourfelf, fo as to 
fee mercy there for you in particular. If it 
were not thus,the remedy would not be fuited 
to the malady; and the plaifter would not be 
fo.broad-as the fore: the balm given by the 
gofpel would not correfpond with the wound 
given by the law. But fo it is, that, as in con- 
viction, there is fuch a faith of the law, as 
gives a mana particular perfuafion of the ma- 
lady he is under; fo, mm converfion, there is 
fuch a faith of the gofpel, .as gives‘a mana 
particular perfuafion of the remedy provided 
for him: otherwife there would be no relief. 

It is true, remaining unbelief may keep a 
perfon much in bondage: but as we fpeak of 
what is in the ature of faith; fo we {peak of 
what takes place when faith is in agpand ex- 
ercife. Why, faith fees the gofpel making as 
much way for the hope of falvation, as the law 
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made within him to the fear of damnation.—: 


Here isa part of the pleafant views that are 
to be had in Wifdom’s ways. 

“2dly, There are pleafant experiences that Wif- 
dom’s children have in her way, whereby you 


may try yourfelves, what knowledge you have: 
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of the pleafure thereof. And thefe are not on- 
ly experiences of things plea/ant in themfelves; 
but alfo of unpleafant things working to fome 
pleafant and defirable iflue. I fpeak not here 
of extraordinary experiences, but even of fuchas 
are more common: fuch as, experiences of the 
evil of fin; which they got, partly by the word, 
and partly by the rod, making. them know 
what an evil and bitter thing it is, and what 
a fountain of wickednefs is in their heart. — 
Experiences of the deceitfulne/s of the beart, which 
is like a deceitful bow, foon turning afide from 
the fweeteft frame; infomuch that the plagues 
of the heart are like to overcome the man 
wholly.—Experiences of the vanity of the world; 
vanity in the abftract: this they are taught 
-from experience, as Solomon was; Vanity of va- 
nities, all rs vanity: and, who may come after him? 
for, he had more of the pleafure, riches, and 
honours of the world than any before him, or 
fince; and yet, all is vanity, faith the Preacher.— 
Experiences of the policy of Satan, who is a cune 
ning enemy: they are not ignorant of his devices. 
He adapts his temptations to our trade and 
temper.— Experiences of the truth of the threa- 
temng ; fuch as that merciful one, Jf his children 
break my laws, I will vifit their iniquity with the 
rod, and their tranfgreffions with ftripes.. They feel 
this verified in their broken bones, as David did.— 
Experience of the truth of the promife; as lfrael 
did, Jofh. xxiii. 14. And, behold, this day Igo the 
way of all the earth; and.ye know in all your hearts, 
and in all your fouls, that. not one thing hath failed of 
all the good things which the Lord your God /pake con= 
cerning you; all are come to pafs unto you, and not. one 
thing hath failed thereof. —Experiences of the 
goodne/s of the promife, and of the dlefings that are 
treafured up therein. This they feel fometimes - 
in providence, and fometimes in ordinances, 
when they are made to fay, /t is good for meta 
draw near to God. — Experiences of the tokensiof 
divine favour, as when he hears:their»prayers, 
gives them grace to pray and wreftle; .when 
he intimates pardon, and communicates {weet 
influences of his grace, recovers them from 
backfliding, returns after defertion; relieves in 
extremity, fupports under affliction.» . 2.» 
But that people may not deceive themfelves 
with experiences, that they may know whe- 
ther they be folid, I will give you a chara@er 
of true experiences, namely, that they: are 
working experiences, as it is faid; Rom. v: 4.. Ex- 
perience worketh hope. ‘This is true of. all folid 
experiences, when compared with one another, 
and linked together; though yet different ex- 
periences have different effects, yet all work 
to fome advantage and benefit thus. — The ex- 
perience of the evil of fin works towards the 
making the man Aare fin, and to /oath himfelf . 
for it; and /hun all appearance of ewil.— Experi- 
ence of the deceitfulne/s of the beart works to-. 
wards a man’s warching over his heart, : and 
jealoufing and diftrufting his heart; and de- 
firing to have it /earched and tried. —Experience 
of the vanity of the world works a weanedue/s 
of heart from the world, and from the com- 
forts of time; and tends to a gaining of the 
heart, and engaging it to the Lord. — Experi- 
ence.of the policy of Satan works in the foula 
defire to put on the whole armour of God, and to fly 


“to God in Chrift by prayer; for this I befought 


the Lord thrice: and the man is thereby hum- 

bled; a thorn in the flefh is given, left be be exalted 

above sit" Experience of the truth of the 
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threatening works a holy filial fear, like that of 
David ; My fle/h trembleth for fear of thee, and I am 
afraid of thy judgments: and thus he is guarded 
again{ft prefumptions. — Experiences of the 
truth of the promje works more and more depend- 
ence upon.a promifing God, as:he is truth and 
faithfulnefs itfelf: aad thus he is: guarded -a- 
gainit defpair.. Hath he accomplithed his pre- 
mife in this or that particular? and will he fail 
in what further he hath faid? — Experience of 
the goodne/s of the prone, and the fweetnefs 
that the foul finds in the Lord’s way, in a {iit- 
ablenefs to the promife, this works out farther 
Jfrength to the man’s faith; asIfrael, when they 
faw, the great work of God at the Red-fea, then 
they fang his praife, Exod. xiv. xv. When they 
experienced the out-making of any promife, 
this inflamed their love; / will love the Lord, 
becaufe he hath heard the voice of my fupplication, Pfal. 
cxvi. 1.—Experiences of the tokens of God's love, 
this alfo works love, and conffrains them to love; 
and alfo excites joy, and makes them rejoice in 
the dhadow of his wings, and: glory in the Lord.— 
In,a word, by all experiences they come to be 
more and more rooted in the faith, and by de- 
grees to. more and more of a /eufible affurance of 
the love of God. ‘Try what you know of 
thefe things. | | 

« 3dly, There are pleafant zmpreffions, by which 
you may try alfo if you are acquainted with 
the pleafures of Wifdom’s ways: What are 
thefe? Im a word, it is God's feal and impre/fion 
on the heart, which difcovers it to be anew heart, 
when it is impreffed with a fuitable frame. 
The leading impreffion is that fpoken of, 2Cor. 
ni. 18., Beholding bis glory, we are changed into the 
Same mage, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord. At isa ttamp and imprefs of the 
Spirit of God upon the heart, making it, of a 
worldly, a heavenly heart; inftead of a proud, 
a humble heart; inftead of a carnal, a holy 
heart: making the foul all glorious within, 
according to the meafure of the manifeftation 
of his glory. Something of God’s image re- 
mains ingraven; but becaufe this is very little 
difcerned, there is a twofold more abiding 
frame and impreffion that ftill remains upon 
the {pirit of believers, almoft at the loweft. 

1. The firft is a poor and needy frame, menti- 
oned, Mat v.3. Bleffed are the poor in fpirit; for 
theirs 1s the kingdom of God. They are poor with 
refpect to themfelves, empty of themfelves; 
poor with refpect to their own righteoufnels ; 
poor with refpect to their own ftrength; ‘they 
have no righteoufnels, no {trength; and there: 
fore are ready to fay, fz the Lord only have I righ- 
teoufne/s and firength; for lhave none of myfelf; 
no grace, no good in.myfelf. They have ftill 

_impreflions of their own poverty and want; 
far from thinking they arerich, and increafed with 
g00ds, and fland in need of nothing... This impreffi- 
on and frame is fo pleafing to God, that he 
fays of fuch, To this man will I look; even to him 
that 2s poor, and of acontrite fpirit, and trembleth at 
my word, Ifa, lxvi. 2. | | | : 

2. The next is:a. hungry and thirfly frame, 
fpoken of, Mat. v. 6; Bleffed are they that hunger 
and thirft after righteoufne/s; for they fhall be filled. 
This alfo, for ordinary, remains with the be- 
liever at the loweft, and at the worft; and it 
follows upon the former: becaufe he is poor 


and deftitute of all things in himfelf, there- 
fore he defires to have fupply out of Chrift’s - 


fulnefs.. And there is ftill fome longing in his 
Re - ag Ns 
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foul, “0 to'be brought near God !00 for ano- 
“ther vifit! O to:feehis power and glory in 
the fanctuary!: How long! long!” This 
alfo is fuch ‘a pleafing frame in God’s fight, 
that he hath promifed fatisfa@tion to fuch; 
that he will fatisfy the longing foul, and fill the bun- 
&ry with good things, Plal.cvii.9g. The needy fhall 
not always be forgotten ; the expectation of the poor 
Shall not perifh for every Pfal. ix. 18. 

Thefe two’ particulars fuppofe and import 
an impreffion they have ot their own want and 
weaknefs; and an impreflion of the fulnefs 
and fufliciency of the Lord Jefus’Chritt But 
becaufe thefe that are hypocrites and unrege- 
nerate, may have many good impreflions, at 
certain times, and very frange impreflions, yea, 
even joy/ul impreflions, like the flony-ground bear- 
ers, who received the word with joy, ‘1 -will lay 
before you the difference berween the pleafant 
Spiritual im preflions that take place in Wifdom’s 
way, and the impreflions that Aypocrites and 
reprobates may. have. | 

(1.) True and faving impreffions are /ociable; 
they accompany one another, and go hand in 
hand together: For example, holy fear doth 
not caft out love, nor love ‘caft out'fear: holy 
triumph in the Lord does not take away trem- 
bling at hisprefence; nor holy trembling take 
away triumph: joy does not deftroy godly for- 
row for fin; nor godly forrow remove fpiritu- 
-al joy: faith doth not deftroy repentance; nor 
repentance deitroy faith: the man’s humility 
does not deftroy his boldnefs before God; nor 
his boldnefs of accefs deftroy humility: his 
low thoughts of himfelf doth not deftroy his 
high thoughts of Chrift ; nor his high thoughts 
of Chrift deftroy his low thoughts of himfelf: 
his felf-diffidence does not deftroy his holy con- 
fidence; nor his:holy confidence deftroy felf- 
diffidence. Nay, inftead of deftroying one an- 
other, they advance and harmonioufly help 
and forward one another.— Whereas the hy- 
pocrites joy deftroys his forrow; his faith and 
talfe confidence deftroys and excludes his re- 
pentance; his fear deftroys his love; and his 
pretended love to God deftroys his fear of him: 
one good impreffion he hath deftroys another; 
they cannot keep ‘company together.'\ Where- 
as {piritual impreflions'in believers excite and 
quicken one another. 

(2.) True and faving impreflions'are unlimit- 
ed and unfinted; the good frames of hypo- 
crites ftinted and limited; infomuch, that they 
reft fatisfied without their attainments: fo far 
they go, and reckon ‘they need go no farther, 
if they think they have fo much as will keep 
them out of hell, or bring them ‘to heaven. 
Buttrue believers haveftinted meafures of grace: 
whatever holy impreflions are made upon 
them, they ftill defire more, and more, and 
more;  prefling after confummate perfection: 
I count not myfelf to have apprehended ; but this one 
thing I do, forgetting thofe things that are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thofe things that are before, I prefs 
toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Cheift Fefus, Phil. itv. 13. | 
. (3.) True and faving impreflions are habitual 
impreffions ;) they are like the believer's’ daily 
bread: though a man be not always eating or 
drinking, yet the taking of food for the nou- 
rifhment of the body, is a man’s daily habitu- 
al work: fo, though the believer be not always 
under a divine impreffion, or in a fpiritual 
frame, but hath his changes, yet/hé is habi- 
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tually thus exercifed;' and if any days pafs 
wherein he is deftitute of thefe meals, they are 
to him as days of famine, and {piritual fearci- 
ty; his foul pines and languifhes, and is un- 
eafy for want of what it‘would be at in duty. 
Whereas hypocrites can be quite eafy in the 
want of thefe things, without ever giving a 
longing look towards the Lord for his return- 
ing tothem, But the believer dies of penury 
and want: thefe are his melancholy days, his 
fighing days, till he recover all again, by the 
Spirit of the Lord returning, and reviving his 
heart, and reftoring his foul. It is true, the 
eftablifhed believer learns, in the want of fen- 
fible enjoyments, to live by faith on the Son of 
God: yea, but {till that faith gives many a 
-long look for the Lord’s returning to its fweet 
-and fenfible embraces. 

(4.) Thefe impreffions, in believers, are not 
only habitual, but natural. lf the hypocrite can 
vhave any-fuch mm preffions, they are not natu- 
ral to him, they are not his element; he hath 
no .new Mature corré{fponding thereto: ‘and 
theretoreshe cannot endure to be long under 
any good and {piritualimpreffions ; his carnal 
unrenewed nature fets it off; and his carnal 
mind; being enmity agamf? God, he is content that 
the impreilions be gone. But, to achild of God, 
thefeimpreflions are natural; they are his new 
nature, his element; they are like the very 
breath of his new nature; natural to his fanc- 
tified part, as breath is to his body: yea, fo na- 
tural to him, that they are like a part of his 
life, and the removal of them is like death to 
him: and hence, when under thefe fweet and 
heavenly impreflions, he is difpofed to give, 
as-it were, acharge to all the world, to beware 
of difturbing him, and bereaving him of his 
joys J charge you, O daughters of Ferufalem, by the 
roes and by the hinds of the field, that ye ftir not up 
nor awake my Love till be-pleafe, Song ii: 7. 

In.a word, the hypocrite and the godly dif- 
‘fer as much in their motions and affections, 
as the moun of a clock differs from the fun; 
the one moves by art, the other by nature: the 


» hypocrite’s motions and impreflions are like 


artificial clock work, under the influence of 
the common operations of the Spirit, working 
upon him by fome outward means and provi- 
dences ;,.but the impreflions of believers are 
natural, under the influence of the Spirit dwel- 
ding in him: and whatever fubferviency out- 
‘ward providences and: ordinances: may have 
for advancing them,, yet they are the fruits of 
the {pecial operation, of -the Spirit that is in 
him, asa well of water Jpringing up to eternal life. 
So that their impreflions differ as much as a 
land flood,,. that quickly dries up, being only 
maintained with rain from the clouds; differs 
from a.living {pring, which is never altoge- 
ther dried, even when the flood is abated. 
4thly, There is a-pleafant bent and propenjity 
of foul towards {piritual things, and {piritual 
pleafures. If a man know what it is that pleaf 


‘es. and delights him-moft, he may know whe- 


“a 


ther he be acquainted with Wifdom’s pleafant 


way, or not; and whether-he hath the Spirit 
of Chrift, or not: for fuch as have the Spirit of 
Chrift,.do favour the things of the Spirit “This is 
a durable and infallible evidence, which the 
weakeft Chriftians can fcarce well tell how to 
deny.in themfelves, namely, what they would 
be at, and what they are moft pleafed and dif- 


“pleated with. Could. they -be more: holy, ‘it 
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may be viéwed in four things, viz. the matter, 
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would pleafe them better than to be more rich. 
Could they have more of God, it would pleafe 
them better than to have more of the world; 
yea, than you gave them all the pleafures and 
honours of the world. They are never fo well- 
pleated with themfelves, and their own heart, 
as when they find them neareft heaven,-and 
have moft of the knowledge of God, and an 
imprefs of his attributes, and fenfe of his pre- 


‘fence. They are never more pleafed with their 


own life than when it is moft holy, and fruit- 
ful, and moft like a walking with God. They 
are never fo much difpleafed with their hearts 
as when they find leaft of God upon them, and 
when they are moft dead, and dark, and dull, 
and indifpofed for communion with him. 
They are never fo much difpleafed with their 
life, and weary of it, as when it is moft car- 
nal, and fruitlefs, and unholy, and uncircum- 
{fpect. This is a certain evidence of -their fin- 
‘cerity and uprightnefs; it fhews what they 
love, and what it is that hath their hearts and 
wills; and looks upon a man to be what he 
fincerely would be. His complacency and dif- 
pleafance are the immediate fure difcoveries 


of his bent and inclination: and: poor doubt- 


ing fouls fhould often have recourfe to.this e- 
vidence.—It is quite otherwife with the wick- 
ed: and it is a fure evidence of their mifery, 
that they would be better pleafed to be great, 
than to be good; better oe ate to be rich, than 
to be righteous and religious; better pleafed. 
to ferve their lufts, than to ferve the Lord = they 
are more taken up with the applaufe of men, 
than with the approbation of God; and would 
rather be far from God, than near him. They 
take the world and fin for their recreation and 
delight, and account Wifdom’s way but a me- 
lancholy way, wearifom, and unpleafantcourfe. 
This fhews they have yet the old corrupted na= 
ture and ferpentine enmity againft the Spirit 
and life of Chrift ; and therefore can no more 
pleafe God, than his holy ways are pleafing to 
them: For, to be carnally minded is death ; but to be 
Spiritually minded is life and peace. Becaufe the car= 
nal mind 1s enmity againft God, and is not Jubjed? to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be ; fo then, they that 
are in the fle/h cannot pleafe God, Rom. viii. 6, 7. - 
In a word, it is the pleafant exercife of be- 
lievers to delight in the law of the Lord after the an- 
ward man; to rejoice in bis word, © Uk es SESS 
Oxsject. “ May not hypocrites and unbelievers 
have joy and dehght in the word, like thefe 
Ifaiah lvili. 2.; and like Herod, that heard the 
word gladly; and the ftony-ground: hearers, 
that recesved the word with joy?” 
Answ. Such is the difference between /piritu- 
al and carnal joy, that: whereas the godly for- 
row of the believer is the matter of his joy ; in- 
fomuch, that he is more glad when his heart 
will melt for fin, than he would be, though he. 
had all the carnal pleafures in the world. On. 
the other hand, the carnal joy of the wicked is 
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matter of /orrow ; yea, in the midf of bis laughter.’ 


his heart is im heavine/s.— Again, even the great- 


eft forrows of the godly are medicinal, fana- 


tive, and preparative to.after joy; whereas the’ _ 
greateft joys of the wicked are hurtful, perni-. _ 
cious, and. preparative to after forrow: but 
godly forrow worketh out the poifon of fin 
that would nartheir joy. <i 2,7 Gite 
But more particularly, the difference .be- 
tween the godly and the wicked in their delight, 


the, _ 
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the manner, the meafure, and the end of their 
joy and delight. ) 

1. As for the matter and ground of the godly 
man’s delight, it is God himfelf, Chrift him- 
felf, the gofpel itfelf: whereas the matter of 
the hypocrite’s. delight is rather his own kunow- 
ledge of thefe things; and fo his knowledge puff- 
eth up. ‘ 

2 They differ as to the manner of their delight: 
that of the godly is folid and conftant, and pro- 
ceeding from the fpecial grace of the Spirit; 
but the delight of the wicked man and hypo- 
crite.is uniound, unfolid, and unconttant; pro- 
ceeding from,the common grace of the Spirit, 
and not from the new nature, but fome im- 
preflion on the old nature: and fo his delight 
is not natural; neither is it the man’s element, 
as we have illuftrated above. a 

3. They differ in the mea/ure of their joy. The 
delight the believer hath in the Lord, and in the 
word and law of the Lord, is his chiet delight; 
it is his exceeding joy, Pfalm xliii. 4.: but the 
natural man hath fomething that he delights 
more in; he takes more pleafure in worldly 
‘ riches. and honours: but the godly hath more 
delight in the word than in all manner of world- 
ly enjoymeats; O how love Lihy law! it is fweet- 
er to me than honey: therefore I love thy command- 
ments above gold; yea, above fine gold, Pial. cxix. 97. 
xix. 10. cxix.27. There be many that fay, Who will 
few. us any good? . Lord, lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us. Then haji thou put gladne/s 
in. my heart, more.than in the time that their corn and 
wine increafed, Pial. iv. 6, 7. 

4, They differ in their end and efec?, The 
delight of the godly leads them to defire con- 
formity to the law, inward and outward, while 
the wicked content themfelves, at moft, with 
an outward reformation. . The difference be- 
tween them is like that of the two painters, or 
fkilful limners, who, both together, behold- 
ing one and the fame picture, very artfully 
drawn: . the one beheld it with admiration ; 
and contented himfelf with feeing it, and com- 
mending it; but endeavoured not himfelf to 
make the like: the other beheld it with a de- 
fire of imitation; and fo praifed it, as to fet his 
fill a-work to make the like. So it is with 
the regenerate and the unregenerate man ; the 
regenerate man liketh and delighteth in the 
word of God, fo as he defires and endeavours 
a conformity thereunto: but the unregenerate 
man.-refts in the contemplation of the word; 
and remains eafy, though he attain no con- 
formity to it. 

' Thus. we have laid before you fome of the 
pleafant views that are to be.found in Wif 
dom’s way; prefented you with fome of the 
pleafant experiences that Wifdom’s children 
have in her way; condefcended on fome of the 
pleafant impreflions. made upon. thofe ac- 
_ quainted with Wifdom’s way ;.and confidered 
the pleafant bent and propenfity of foul to- 
wards fpiritual things, and {piritual pleafures. 
_. This ufe of trial, to know if we be walking 
in Wifdom’s way, and are acquainted with the 
pleafures thereof, might have been farther en- 
arged on, and examied by the ground and cau/e 
of it, namely, the efficient and inftrumental, 
the Spirit and word of God; by the olyect there- 
of, viz. Chrift, in his perfon, purchafe, cove- 
nant, and ordinances; by the properties of it, 
viz. joy and pleafure that is unpfeakable and 
full of glory; and by the effects thereof, fuch 
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as the rejoicing, elevating, ftrengthening, fanc- 
tifying, and fupporting pleafures found there- 
in: but the confideration of thefe would lead 
us into a learge field of matter; and, as we in- 
tend brevity, the profecution of them {hall be 
fuperfeded, at the time; and let what has al- 
ready been offered fuffice, 


De sent viet)” N CXXXVI. 
ie meoy. Jil) 17. 


Wifdoni's ways are ways of pleafantne/;, and all 
her paths are peace. 


[ The fifth Sermon on this text. ] 


ft is not at all furprizing, that the way of 

religion and holinefs {hould be: plea/antne/s 
and peace, feeing Curist himfelf is the way; 
and every thing in and about him yieldeth 
inconceivable pleafure to the true believer. 
And what fatisfaction the gracious foul finds 
in communion with a reconciled God in Chrift, 
is only know to thofe who have their fellow- 
{hip with the Father and the Son, by the Spirit. 
Though there be nothing more certain than 
that Wifdom’s ways are not only plea/ant, but 
pleafantne/s, and every individual path of that 
way peace; yet there is fcarce any thing more 
like a paradox to the carnal mind: but this is 
not to be wondered at, fince he is a ftranger to 
the life and power of religion upon his foul, 
and to the fold pleafure and fatisfaétion arifing 
from the contemplation:of God and his excel- 
lencies, and in the lifting up the light of his 
countenance upon the foul. However, the tef- 
timony of the Spirit of God in the {cripture, as 
well as the attefted experience of the faints, 
puts it beyond all doubt; for, Wi/dom's ways are 
pleafantne/s, and all her paths are peace. 

The doctrine being formerly improven in 
an ufe of information and examination; we 
{hall now proceed to another ufe of the point. 


The third ufe.fhall be for exhortation; which 
fhall be tendered to two forts of perfons, 1. To 
the wicked, who can find no pleafure in Wif- 
dom’s way. 2.'To the godly, efpecially fuwch as 
are under heavinefs and forrow, that they 
would ftudy more to manifeft that the way 
they are in is pleafant. 

y?, We are to direct our exhortation to the 
wicked, that never found any pleafure in Wif- 
dom’s way, nor ever could relith any other 
pleafure, but thefe that are fenfual and brutith. 
O Sirs, be exhorted to come and try Wifdom's way, 
and to tafle the pleafure thereof. ‘And, in order 
to excite you hereto, we would firft offer fome 
motives, and then give fome direians. 

[1.] For motives, we fhall lay before you the 
four following confiderations, which we would 
have you ferioufly to. ponder. 

1. Confider how wicked the heart is, that can 


‘find more pleafure in fin, than in God and ho- 


linefs; that can find the:creature pleafant and 


God unpleafant! What afhame is this to your 


underftanding and will! , What a fhame to the 
underftanding is it, to value darknefs rather 
than light?, And what.a.fhame.to the will, to 
choofe death rather than life? Whatafhame | 
to both, that the worft. things are more plea- 


fant than the beft? If you had no more wit 
than to be pleafed more with dung than with 

meat, and more with nakednefs than with 
P ; : 


 cloath- 
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cloathing, you would not be reckoned wife 
enough to be left to your own difpofal and go- 
vernment; and yet here, the folly that you 
manifeft is unfpeakably greater, when you are 
more pleafed with feeding upon fwines hulks, 
than upon heavenly manna; and have more 
pleafure in expofing your fhamful nakednefs 
to the world, than in being clothed with a 
heavenly robe; a robeof perfect righteoufnefs 
for your juftification, and a robe grace and ho- 
linefs for your fanétification. O finner! you 
have a God of infinite goodnefs to delight in, 
and you have liberty tocome tohim; you have 
liberty, as well as others, to love, admire, adore, 
and truft in him; to open your hearts to him 
in fecret, yet you have no delight in him; no 

. defire to think or fpeak of him. You come to 
public ordinances, but you find no pleafure 
therein, becaufe you are flrangers to the in- 
ward and fpiritual part thereof; you look at 
the minifters gifts and parts, and the manner 
of his doctrine and delivery, but are never tak- 
en up with the {piritual matter that 1s deliver- 
ed. And yet, perhaps; you have pleafure e- 
nough in drinking, feafling, and idle talk- 
ing; you feldom weary of them. But every 
fpiritual exercife is a wearinefs to you; and it 
is one of the hinderances ef your converfion, 
left religion fhould deprive you of your mirth, 
and caufe you fpend the reft of your days in 
heavinefs. Alas! what blindnefs and wicked- 
nefs is here! 

2. Confider how ungrateful your heart is, when 
God hath provided, and Chrift hath purchafed 
fuch privileges and delights, that finners may 
be charmed with them, and yet you fay, you 
take them for no delights at all. If your child, 
or a beggar, fhould refufe the beft things you 
can give them, and throw them away, fay- 
ing, there is no fweetnefs in it; would you not 
reckon it monftrous ingratitude? Why do you 
fo then with Chrift, and his bleffings and plea- 
fures, faying, What a wearine/s is it? Mal. 1. 13. 
But if you ftill are weary of reading, praying, 
hearing, and other religious exercifes, take 
heed leit you provoke God to caft you into a 
place where you will have more caufe to be 
weary. Will you not weary of hell-fire, and the 
dolorous reviews of your own folly, and of 
the awful fenfe of the never-ending wrath of 
God, and that for wearying of the {weeteft fer- 
vices, and rejecting the greateft mercjes he can 
offer, as if they were. burdenfome, worthlefs 
things? If God be not worthy to be loved and 


delighted in, more than all things elfe, furely . 


‘he is not God. If heaven and holinefs be not 
fweeter than all the pleafures of earth and fin, 
then they ought not to have fuch honourable 
names. Sin and earth may be called heaven; 
but, wo to them. that have no better! 

3. Confider, if you find no pleafure in God 
and holinefs, and in his way, you may be fure 
he hath xo plea/urein you, while you take more 
pleafure in fordid, fading trifles, than in God 


and Chrift. He can take no pleafure in your 


perfon nor in your prayers: The Jacrifice of the 
«wicked is an abomination unto the Lord, Prov. xv. 8. 
For thou art not a God that hath pleafure in wicked- 
nefs'; neither fhall evil dwell with thee: the foolifh 


Shall nat fiand wy, thy fight ; thou bate? all workers of © 


imiquity, Pfal. v.4,5. See alfo Ifa. i. 13, 14, 15. 
Eccl. v. 4. Mal.i.8,9,10. chap. ii. 3. Zech. x1. 18, 
Heb. x. 38. How jutlly will they all be damn- 
ed that obey apt the truth, but had pleafure in uy- 
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righteoufne/s? If you continue to fay prattical- 
ly, you have no pleafure in him; how fearful — 
will it be, when you fhall hear him faying, 
he-hath no pleafurein you! Hath Chrift bought 
holinefs and everlafting pleafures at the price 
of his blood; and do you think carnal, fenfual 
pleafures better than they? O Sirs; is Ghrift 
er you, think you, that is miftaken in the va¥ 
lue of them? va 

- 4. Confider, if God, and his ways of wif- 
dom feem not pleafant to you, then Aeaven it~ 
felf cannot feem pleafant to you, if you con- 
fider truly what heaven iss for, the heavenly 
bleffednefs and felicity confifts in-the perfecti- 
on of that holinefs, vifion, love, joy, and en- 
joyment of God, which you fo much hate, and - 
can take no pleafure in. If the little holinefs. 
on earth be fo unpleafant to you, that appears’ 
in the imperfect faints here, what pleafiire 
could you take in that perfect holinefs that 
takes place above? If the thoughts and men- 
tion of God, and the finging of ‘his praifes, 
be unpleafant, or matters of no delight to you, 
what would you do in heaven, where this, in . 
perfection, muft be your everlafting work? 
Surely you have no right notion of heaven, if 
you hope to be there, and yet have no plea- 
fure in heavenly things here? What fort of a 
heaven do you expect?) Can you beg of God 
to bring you to glory, when you take glory to 
be a mifery, grace a burden, and religion a 
If you think there isa heaven of 
fuch fenfual pleafures as you defire; or if you 
choofe heaven only as a place of more tole 
rable mifery than hell, you will fhortly find 
your expectations to be deceived,and your hope 
miferably fruftrated. | 

[2.] That you may not only come and iry, 
but alfo tafe the pleafure that is to be found in 
Wifdom’s way, we fhall lay before you the fol- 
lowing directions. : : 

1. Would youtatfte the pleafures of Wifdom’s 
way, and the peace thereof, then come and fee; 
come and fearch into the pleafure of Wifdom’s 
way. Do not ftand looking at a diftance, where 
you fee nothing but the out-fide: do not judge 
by hear-fay, which give no tafte or relifh; 0 
tafte and Jee that the Lord is good, Pfalm xxxiv. 8. 
The fweetnefs of honey or meat is not proper- 
ly known by looking at it, but by tafting it: 
Come near and try what it is tolive in the faith 
and hope of eternal life, and to live in the Jove 
and favour of God through Jefus Chrift.: The 
fhell is not fweet, but ferves only to hide 
the kernel, which is the fweeteft: part: and, 
indeed, the kernel of religion is covered with 
a fhell fo hard, that flefh and blood cannot 
break it. Hard fayings,and hard providences to 
the church, and to particular believers, are fuch 
hard fhells, as many can never break through, 
and therefore never tafte the fweetnefs. 

2. Caft away your prejudices and falfe conceits 
which have deceived you, and turned your 
mind againft the ways of Wifdom. This would. 
natively follow upon the former; for people 
will never be rid of their prejudices againft 
Chrift till they come and fee. Nathaniel faith, 
John i. 46. Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? 
Philip anfwered to him, Come and fee: intimat- 
ing, thata fight of Chrift would effectually re- 


move prejudices. Can there be any pleafure 


in Wifdom’s ways? in a religious life? Yea, 
if you will come and fee, you will foon throw 
away your prejudices. , Thefe two things are 

: ee es - Clofely 
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clofely connected together, and reciprocally in- 
fluence each other.’ Why, they who will not 
come and fee, will not relinquifh their preju- 
dice; and they who will ‘not caft‘away their 
prejudice, will not come and fee.’ A man may 
be perfuaded to hate his meat, if you can but 
make hing believe that it is poifon} ‘or to hate 
his cloaths, if you can but perfuade him that 
they are infected with the plague: fo, if you 
pee ie underftanding to be deluded fo far 
us to overlook the amiable nature of hclinefs, 
and of Wifdom’s way, and to think the image 
of God is but a fancy, that a heavenly life is 
but hypocrify, and that it is but pride for men 
to be holier than others. If you believe what 
the devil and his inftruments fay, no wonder 
than you hate the very name of holinefs; nay, 
you fhall never love God, nor fee any loveli- 
nefs in his fervice. How can you find plea- 
fure in the greateft good, while you take it for 
an evil? | . 
3. Apply yourfelf to the Lord Jefus Chrift, 

.in the ufe of his appointed means, for the re- 

newing of your nature, and that his Spirit may 

give you a new underftanding to difcern, and 

a new heart to relifh fpiritual things; for your 

old corrupt minds and hearts will never do it: 

they are unfuitable to the thing's of God; and 

thereforecannot receive them nor favour them, 

1 Cor. ii. 14, 15. Rom. vit. 5,—8. The appetite 

and relifh of every living creature is fuitable 

tois nature: a fifh hath no pleafure in dry 

land; nor a:flying bird in the bottom of the 

deep; fo, that which is born of the flesh is fle/h, 

, and therefore takes no pleafure but in flefhly 

things ; and that which is born of the Spirit is /pi- 

rit, and therefore will-relifh fpiritual things, 

Seek therefore the new nature. 

4. If you would tafte the pleafure of Wif- 
dom’s ways, then forbear the pleafures of the 
ways of folly, even thefe finful flefhly pleafures 
that you are fo much taken up with; for they 
infatuate your underftanding, corrupt your 
appetite, and make the fweeteft things feem 
foathfom to you. When the heart is glutted 
with fenfual pleafures, it makes the word and 
ways of God. unfavory. The Prodigal that we 
read of, Luke xv. never thought of the fweet 
and full provifion of his Father’s houfe, till he 
was brought to a famine of his former plea- 
fure, and denied the very hufks. Hence itis, 
that God fo frequently promotes the work 
of converfion by affliction. Perhaps you can- 
not teli how to leave your fenfual pleafures, 
you who never found any nobler pleafure than 
that which lies in eating, drinking, fporting, 
and the like; what will you dowhen pain and 
ficknefs make you weary of your meat, drink, 
and fport, and to fay, Ihave no pleafure in them? 
Thefe things which you’ are now fo loth to 
Jeave, may fhortly become fuch a load to your 
foul, as undigefted meat is to a difordered fto- 

mach; that you fhall have no eafe, till you 
have vomit them up. Alas! you will never 
know your friends, unlefs you forfake thefe 
deceivers; nor know the pleafures of a holy 
life, unlefs you let go the poifonous pleafures 
of fin: then you will fibid tae Witfdom’s ways 
will not deftroy your pleafures, but change 
and recover your pleafure and delight, and 
make it noble, heavenly, fpiritual, {olid, and 
durable; and give you life for déath, light for 
darknefs, and gold for drofs; and the greateft 
peace and fafety, inftead of the greate peril. . 
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2dly, We. would next offer'a word of exhor- 
tation to the godly; fuch as are under heavine/s 
and forrow, and who live as fadly, as if they 
found more grief than pleafure in Wi{dom’s 
Ways: and our exhortation to them is, that 
they would itudy to manifeft that the way 
wherein they walk isa plea/ant way, and that its 


paths are peace, by their chearful walk, by their 


rejoicing and working righteou/ne/s. In order to in- 
force the éxhortation, we fhall adduce fome 
motives, Offer fome directions, and obviate fome 
objections, that may be propofed, as we go along: 

[1.] For motive, then; you may confider thé 
fix following particulars. 

1. Let the dejected believer confider, that, by 
his heavinefs and dejeétion, he feerns to thé 
world to accufe God and his fervice, a5 if hé 
was a hard Majfer, and his fervice unplea/ant ser 
vice. 1 know this is not your thought, who are 
believers ; I know it is not God and his fervice 
that you complain of, and that you walk hea- 
vily, not becaufe you are holy, but becaufe you 
fear you are not holy; yea, but you may thus 
give great occafion toignorant perfons to judge 
otherwife. If you faw a fervant always dull 
and melancholy, that was wont to be merry 
and chearful, when he was in another fervice, 
would you not think that he had a matter that 
difpleafed him? If you faw a woman in con- 
tinual heavinefs, ever fince fhe was married, 
that lived more heartily and chearfully before, 
will you not conclude that fhe has met with an 
unagreeable match? Why, then, your heavi- 
nefs may tend to the reproach of your heaven- 
ly Mafter whom you ferve; and are you not 
married to the Lord Jefus Chrift? And will you 
give occafion to the ignorant world to reproach 
your heavenly Hufband? And can you find 
in your heart to difhonour and wrong the God 
whom you fo much eftéem. 

2, Confider what a lamentable hinderance you 
may hereby be to the converfion and falvation 
of fouls; your dejected countenance and com- 
plaints may affright men from Wifdom’s ways, 
as if they were not pleafant ways, but rather 
grievous: you gratify Satan and his inftru- 
ments, who.would keep men from Chrift and 
his way, by making them believe that the fer- 
vants of Chrift are a company of diftempered, 
deprefled, melancholy fouls; and that godh- 
neis is the way to make men mad: and, in+ 
deed, this is one of the days wherein, as the 
prophet Ifaiah hath it, chap. lix. 15. Truth fail 
eth, and he “that departeth from evil maketh humfelf 
a@ prey; OY, 7s accounted mad, as it is in the mar- 
gin. Satan and the wicked perfuade men, 
that if they will fet their heart on heaven, they 
muft never any more look for a pleafant life 
on earth; and will you contribute to confirm 
this flander of the devil and his inftruments? 
Can you have peace in your owh mind to lay 
fuch a ftumbling-block as this in the way of 
your miferable acquaintances as to hinder their 
falvation? Perhaps you haye hindered it for- 
merly by your finful merriment; and will you 
now do it by your. finful heavinefs? If you 


could live a heavenly, joyful life, that the glo- | 


ry of your hopes might appear in your coun- 


tenance, deportment, and converfation, what 


an attractive would it be to the ignorant, who, 
having a natural enmity againft it, cannot fee 
the excellency of it immediately in itfelf, but. 
only judge of religion by the carriage of the. 
perfons who profefs it? And furely thefe will 
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appear to be the beft and happieft perfons who 
have the greateft comforts, and conquer the 
greateft trouble of mind. O! were the pleafure 
and excellency of religion examplined in the 
lives of Chriftians, the world would be forced 
to admire the very thing they hate; and fome 
would with to fee and know what it is that fo 
much delights us, and defire to be partakers of 
our joys. O Sirs! fhall they glory who have 
nothing but a vain tranfitory world to comfort 
them? and will not you glory in the Lord? Shall 
they boat of their fading riches? and will not 
you boaft of the wn/earchable riches of Chrift? Plal. 
-XXXiv. 1,2,3. [will ble/s the Lord at all-tumes ; his 
praife fhall continually be in my mouth. My foul fhall 


make her boaft inthe Lord ; the humble fhall-bear theres . 


of and be glad. O magmfy the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt his name together. Pfal. xliv. 8, In God we 
boaft all the day long, and praife thy name for ever. 
Why, in this cafe, poor fading finners would 
begin to pity themfelves, and to think with 
themfelves, “ Surely it is not for nought that 
thefe men rejoice, and have fuch pleafant, com- 
fortable lives, and joyful countenances, even 
in the lofs of all thefe things that we take all 
our comfort in.” ‘Therefore, O believer! as 
you would not difhonour our Lord, and dif- 
courage your neighbour from his way, endea- 
vour, through grace, to reach his joyful life, 
and glory in the Lord. 

Osyect. “If l would endeavour to live thus, 
“ for the encouragement of others, I fear this 
“ would draw me into a hypocritical: affectation 
“ of joy and courage, as long as [ am unable 
“ inwardly to rejoice, and can fee no fufficient 
* © caufe of rejoicing within myfelf.” 
‘+ Answ. Every believer in Chrift hath fufhici- 
ent caufe of unfpeakable joy, without himfelf, 
in the perfections of God, the fulnefs and righ- 
teouf{nefs of Chrift, the promifes of the cove- 
nant, which ftands as unfhaken foundations 
of his fiducial affurance, even when he can- 
not find, within himfelf, thefe good marks and 


characters which are fome times the founda-. 


tion of his evidental aflurance: and 1 would 
have you to know, that you ought not to fu- 
{pend your comfort, and forbear your joy and 
delight, till you would have that full eviden- 
tial affurance you would be at. Yea, I will 
affure you, that the weakeft faith and hope 
will warrant a more. comfortable life than you 
can live. And it is not Aypocri/y, but duty, to 
do the outward actions that are commanded 
you, with reference to holy courage and con- 
fidence before the world; even though you can- 
not reach to that degree of inward comfort you 
defire. | 

_. remember once to have heard a dying faint 
{peak to this purpofe to fome that were in the 
company; ‘“ | had an inclination, faid the per- 
‘“‘ fon, many times to fpeak more of Chrift and 
‘ yeligion,and to;commenditto youmore than 
I did; but that which marred my courage 
® and confidence, was the fears left afterwards 
* IT myfelf fhould prove but a hypocrite: this 
* was a temptation tome.” It is poflible fome 
- of the Lord’s people may be under temptati- 
ons of.this fort. Far be it from us, Sirs, to per- 
fuade any man to lye.and hypocrize; as fome 
perhaps do, who can talk boldly of religon, juft 
‘to recommend themfelves tothe opinion of o- 
thers, as if they were more acquainted with reli- 
gion than indeed they are: but1fpeak to fober, 
ferious, and exercifed fouls. You do not lye, 


i 


bal 


WISDOM’s WAYS PLEASANTNESS, 


Serm. CXXXVI 


nor affirm yourfelves to have the joy which 
you have not, when you only endeavour to ex- 
prefs, as fully as you are able, that little which 
you have; and, indeed, a little peace and plea- 
fure, a very little of this joy and pleafure is 
of fuch a high and heavenly nature, ground- 
ed on the fmalleft hopes of everlafting life in 
Chrift, as will allow you, in the expreflion of 
it, to tranfcend the greateft delights of the un- 
godly: yea, to endeavour confcientiouily to ~ 
perform the external part,is both a command- 
ed duty, and a means to farther the inward 


rejoicing of the foul;, as outward difeates of. 


the body may contribute to the inward recrea- 
tion of the mind, and the performance of out- 
ward duty may be the mequs of an inward frame: 
and it is no hypocrify to effay the outward, 
means, even when you find a want of the,in- 
ward frame and encouragements. If you can- 
not reflrain your anger, as you defire, it is no: 
hypocrify, but your duty, to hide it, and to 
refrain from the finful effects of it; yea, in do- 
in fo, your anger itfelf may be the more quick- 
ly fubdued. Thus, if you cannot reftrain your 


_innordinate appetite to meat and drink; yet it 


is no hypocrify, but duty, to hold your hands, 
and {hut your mouth, and refrain, from the 
things to which you have an appetite: the do- 
ing fo, may fubdue the appetite itfelf. If the 
drunkard would forbear the drink, and the 
glutton the difh, and the fportful his finful 
games, then the fire of fenfuality might 
go out for want of fuel, as it is with other 
lufts of the flefh, could men make no provifi- 
on for it, to fulfil the fame, Rom. xiii. 14, Even 
fo, if you cannot overcome your inward doubts, 
fears, and forrows, as you defire; yet let them 
not be frightful, nor caufe you walk fo dejet- 
edly before the world as to difhonour God, - 
and difparage your holy profeffion: and you 
find, that your eflaying a holy chearfulnefs 
of countenance, expreffion, and deportment, 
even when you want the inward comfort you 
defire, may contribute to your overcoming your 
inordinate difquietment, and much promote 
the joys that you defire. 

But yet farther, that you may fee caufe for 
the chearful walk we. have been {peaking of, 
lexhort you, by way of motive, . 

3, To confider, that if you have but one 
fpark of faving grace, it is not poflible to con- 
ceive or exprefs the happinefs of your ftate, 
and the caufe you have to live a joyful life. If 
you have no grace at all, you are not the per- 
fon I am {peaking to; but, if you have it, and 
yet fufpect the want of it, as it is hardly pof-, 
{ible to want it, and yet to be heavily lament- 
ing the want of it; fo,if you have it in the leaft 
degree, you have it in an un{peakable treafure 
of delight. 1 formerly offered marks; and, 
if you are indeed in Wifdom’s way, God is 
yours, Chrift is yours, the Spirit is yours, the 
promife is yours, heaven is yours in title, and 


{hall be yours in poffeffion. Shall they dwell* . 


in grief, and refufe confolation, who, in a few 
days, fhall be fwallowed up with joy?. If you 
were fure of this, and of being for ever-with - 
the Lord, after you have lived but a few days 
more, would not your confcience check you 
for your difcouragement, and fay, that your 
want of joy doth exprefs your too much want 
of thankfulnefs for fuch mercy? 

Osyect. “ Yea, 1 could rejoice, if 1 were 
“ fure of all this; but, when I rather poe i 
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“ fhall have no part of it, it can be but fmall 
* comfort.” . 

Answ. (1.) Whence is it that you have fuch 
fears? Have you notin your foul that love to 
God and Chrift, that harted and wearinefs of 
fin, that defire after communion with God in 
Chrift, that efteem of the gofpel, and of the 
fearching word of God, that love to the faints 
and children of God, that are evidences of 
grace, and things that accompany falvation? 
And, notwithftanding of this, you wilt be ftill 
queftioning whether you have them or not, 
and whether the kingdom fhall be yours; it is 
your own weaknefs and inconfideratenefs that 
caufes your forrow. 

(2.) Are you not fure that Chri? and his bene- 
fits are yours?) Why, man, woman, Iam fure 


they are yours in the offer and general promife; : 


and, if they be not yours in a fpecial, faving 
way, nothing but your continued refufal de- 
prives you of them. If you will not have Chritft, 
and his offered benefits, why do you fo diflem- 
ble as to complain that you have-them not? 
For, if you are willing, they are yours. 

‘Osject. “ How can we live comfortably 
*“ under fo much fm, and fo much: /ufering 
“both? For, perhaps, you know not our cir- 
“ cumftances, otherwife you would not ‘call 
* us to joy and pleafure.” 

Answ. According to this, method of doing, 
you will never rejoice till you come to heaven; 
for you will never be free of fin and fuffering 
till then: nay, it would feem, you-would have 
no man elfe to rejoice, and fo would banifh all 
comfort from the world; for there is no man 
without fin and fuffering. Are your fins great, 
believer? Why, then, be forrowful for them 
after a godly fort; but let not that hinder your 
thankfulnefs and joy; for the pardon of fin, 
and the promife of begun deliverance here, 
and of full deliverance hereafter, are yours. 
Are your afflictions great? Why then, be hum- 
ble under them; but rejoice that they are fa- 
therly Chaftifements, proceeding from love, and 
tending to your greater good; andthat youare 
chaftened of the Lord, that you may not be con- 
demued with the world. Will you tell me, is 
there more evil in your infirmities and fuffer- 
ings, than there is goodnefs in God, {weetnefs 
in Chrift, happinefs in heaven, and fulnefs in 
the covenant? If you dare not fay that, then 
furely you have greater ground of joy than 
you have ground of forrow. Yea, there is no 
mourning that God allows his children, but 
what is either mixed with, or makes way for 
joy: Bleffed are they that mourn; for they fhall be 
comforted, Mat. v.4. Gofpel-humuliation is both 
attended and followed with kindly heart-melt- 
ing confolation. . 

4. Confider, that the advancing of peace and 
pleafure is the great end and defign of the e- 
verlafting gofpel. As God takes no pleafure in 
the death of the wicked, but rather that they 
repent and live; fo, furely he takes no plea- 
fure in the dejectednefs of his children, but 
rather that they would walk in love and chear- 
ful obedience before him. | It is the office of 
Chrift to give reff to thefe that labour and are hea- 
vy laden with burdens of theirown, Mat. xi. 28. 
he was anointed to preach glad tidings to the poor, 

Luke iv. 18. When he was to leave the world, 
his legacy that he left to his difciples was peace 
and comfort: Let not your heart be troubled. Peace 

Leave with you, my peace give to you; not.as the world 
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giveth give Iunto you, John xiv. 1,16,18,26,27,28, 
Nay, he commanded them, as they love him, 
to rejoice becaufe he left them and went to 
the Father. He foretels them of fufferings; 
but he promifes that their /orrow /hould be turn- 
edanto joy; and that in him they /hould have peace, 
when en the world they /hould have tribulation, John 
Xvi. 20,33. When he appeared, after his re- 
furrection, his falutation unto his friends is, 
Peace be unto you; John xx.,19, 21,26.. And the 
abounding and multiplying of this holy peace is 
the defire and falutation of Paul, to the church, 
in all his epiftles..| The gofpel itfelf is the me/- 
Jage of peace: the work of the miniftry is the 
preaching of peace. and reconciliation with God. The 
proclamation of angels wasi peace on earth, and 
good-will towards men, when they were. difcover- 
ing the. birth and incarnation of the Prince of 
peace. It is God’s call to his people :to: rejoice 
evermore: and it is the chara¢ter and defcripti- 
on of believers, being juftified by faith, they have 
peace with God, and to rejarce-in the hope of theglo- 
ry of God, and to glory in tribulation, Rom.v. 1,2. 
See alfo 1 Pet. iv.12,13,14. Luke vi.22,23. Mat 
V. 11,12. 2Cor. vi. ro. Col. i.24. Acts v. 41,42; 
chap. vill. 8,39. Pfal. v.11. xxxiii. 21, Ixviii. 3. 
CVIngs Cv miga, 2inCExxi 0) 10; adfasdamed 34 145 
Multitudes of f{cripture paflages to the fame 
effect, may fhame the godly out. of their inde- 
cent troubleand heavinefs; as you would fhew 
a child his face in a glafs, when he cries, that 
you may fee how he. deforms it. _ If, by thefe; 
you wound your own foul, and bring. grief 
upon yourfelf, dwell not in that wounded 
ftate, but run to your Phyfician, and beg of 
him to reflore to you the joys of bis falvation, and 
make you to hear the voice of joy and gladne/s, that 
your broken heart and bones may, rejoice, as David, 
Pfal. li. 8, 12.» Why will you fit-complaining 
of your wants, when the fountain of all ftore 
is at hand for you to:go.to?: or complaining 
of your wounds without going to the Phyfici- 
an, who freely offers you his help? And what 
though.they be not fuddenly cured? . Wounds 
may. be caufed in an hour, but they ufe.not.to 
be cured in an hour. . Wait his time,.and ufe 
remedies, and chearfully truft. him, and you 
fhall find the healing go on with fucceds, tho’ 
it will not be nnifhed till death. 

5. Confider, that as peace and pleafure is the 
life of heaven; fo it mutt be the moft holy and 
happy lite, that comes neareft the life of hea- 
ven. To go to heaven, 1s to enter into the joy of 
our Lord: and as they are the moft happy; fo 
they are the moft holy Chriftians that,are the 
moft joyful; and joy is a part ot our holinefs, 
and of our religion; The kingdom of heaven confift- 
eth in righteoufne/s, and joy inthe Holy Ghof, Rom. 
xiv. 17.. And therefore, without this holy de- 
light, we deny God a principal part of his fer- 
vice, which is the /acrifice.of thank/giving. Bow 
unfit is a doubting, drooping, diftreffed foul, 
for the great and excellent work of praife, which 
fhould be our-daily facrifice? We thus muzzle 
our mouths, when we fhould be {peaking and 
finging forth the praifes of the Lord.. Whata 
fhame is it that the fervants of the devil are fo 
jocand, and the fervants of God fo dejected? 
Will you go drooping to heaven, while they 
go dancing to hell? O believer, you could live 
merrily before your converfion, when you ferv- 
ed fin; and will you walk dejectedly when you — 
ferve Chrift, asif you had changed for the 
worfe, or would make men think fo? [know 
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you would not, for all the world, be in the ftate 
you was in before converfion, and faith in 
Chrift Jefus; why then do you live as if you 
were more miferable than you was before’ 

6. Confider, that itis the peculiar work of 
the Holy Ghoft, the third perfon of the glori- 
ous Trinity, to comfort, as well as /anctify ; and 

_if you would be loth to refift the fanctitying 
work of the Spirit, why fhould you not be loth 
to refiit his comforting work, fince itis the fame 
Spirit you refiftin both; and fince, while you 
refift his comforting work, you refift his fancti- 
fying work alfo, and his ftrengthening work, 
whereby you would be fit and {trong for fer- 
vice and fuffering both? For the joy of the Lord 
would be your firength.—So much tor motives. 

[2.] For direction to attain this pleafure and 
joy, we tender the following advices. 

1. Study a more full and fixed knowledge of 
God, and his attributes, and covenant-relation to 
you in Chrift Jefus. If infinite perfection be 
not matter of pleafureto you, it is becaufe they 
are not known: Ifthe fun feems not light to 
you, itis becaufe you want fight, or look not 
to the light: If the moft pleafant meat, or food, 
be what you can find no relifh in, it is becaufe 
your appetite is difeafed, or you do not tafte it: 
If your moft fuitable and affectionate friend be 
not amiable to you, it is becaufe you know 
not his fuitablenefs and love: So, if the infi- 
nite and eternal God, pofleffed of all infinite 
and glorious perfections, can afford no plea- 
fure to you, it is becaufe you have no acquain- 
ance with him. Study then his infinite per- 
fection; and be much in fecret prayer and me- 
ditation, knowing it is love itfelf you have to 
do with; for, God is love: and fo it is the foun- 
tain of all pleafure you draw nigh unto. Itisa 
cold heart that fire itfelf cannot warm; a dead 
heart indeed that lite cannot quicken.—Study 
alfo'a full and: fixed knowledge of his cove- 
nant-relation to you, as thy God, thy Father, thy 
friend in Chrift. Think not of him as cruel, 
or an enemy, if you would love him,. or de- 
light in him. Love and delight are never forc- 
ed by bare commands and threatenings, but 
drawn forth magnetically, as witha load-ftone, 
by attractive goodnefs. If God were not moft 
amiable, lovely, and loving, it 1s not faying, 
Love me, or Twill damn you, that would ever caufe 
any man to love him; but rather to fear, and 
hate, and fly from him. Now, his love is ma- 
nifefted in his covenant of promife which thou 
haft laid hold upon, in the day of believing; 
and wherein he hath engaged to be thy Father, 


thy Saviour, and thy San¢tifier: and this cove- . 


nant cannot be violate, Jer. xxxill. 20, 21.) Ifa. 
liv. 6, 7, 8. The mountains may depart, and the bills 
be removed ; but my kindne/s. fhall not depart from thee, 
neither fhall the covenant of my peace be removed. 
God’s providence. does not give you fuch fe- 
curity that the fun fhall fhine, and that the 
ftreams fhall run, and that the earth fhall be 
fruitful, as God’s covenant, gives you of all 
that is neceflary to your happinefs. 

~ Quest. But how fhall I be fure that I am in co- 
venant with God? 

Answ. By your confent.. God offers himfelf 
to be your Father, his Chrift to be your Savi- 
our, his Spirirto be your Sanctifier; do you 
confent to this, or not? .If fin be fo fweet and 
pleafant to you, that you are unwilling to have 
God to be your portion; if you would not. 
have him to be your reconciled Father, your 
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Saviour, your Sanctifier; then, why do you fo 
diffemble, as to lament your mifery, while 
you refufe your happinefs? But if you are 
brought to a cordial confenr, then you are tru- 
ly and fpiritually in covenant, and the bene- 
fits are yours; and therefore the joy, and plea- 
fure, and comfort thereof {hould be yours. 

2. If you would find the pleafure of Wif- 
dom’s ways, then abandon worldly pleafure; and 


‘let not your heart be overwhelmed with world- 


ly cares, or griefs, or troubles: you cannot find 
your delight in God, when you turn from him 
to feek it in the creature. If you fought lefs 
for pleafure in friends, and health, and wealth, 
and profperity in the world, you might have 
more in God. The flefh is ready to befool men 
into brutifh conceits of the nature of happi- 
nefs. You firft fancy that it is an excellent 
thing to be rich, and renowned, and to rule 
over others, and to have plenty of all accom- 
modations for the flefh; and then, becaufe 
God fatisfies not thefe carnal fancies, you think 
he neglects you, or deals hardly with you: 
as if every perfon in a town fhould murmur 
becaufe they are not provoft; or baillies, or 
juttices; whereas yet, if they had fenfe to know 
it, they are but kept from a double incumbe- 
rance, and from a burden that, perhaps, would 
break their backs. But when the flefh be- 
fools people into an overvaluing of thefe world- 
ly things, they are then either always tickled 
by deluding pleafures, or troubled for the crof- 
fing of their carnal wills; fo that they grow 
out of conceit with, and haveno {uitable relifh 
for the true and durable delights. 

3. Take heed of indulging yourfelf m any fin; 
and keep ftill your watch againtt temptation ; for 
fin will breed trouble and forrow, inftead of 
joy and pleafure. Sin is the caufe of fuffer- 
ing: when it promifes you delight, it but pre- 
pares you for iorrow ; when it is flattering you 
into prefumption, it is preparing you for de- 
{pair; when it is promifing you fecurity, it is 
preparing you for trouble; and when itis pro- 
mifing you fecrecy, it is preparing you for 
fhame: and, be fure fin will find you out, fome 
way or other, Num. xxxil. 23. Therefore, when 
you have finned, delay not to fly to Chrift by 
faith and repentance. If you would thus get 
out the thorn that vexes you, Wifdom’s way 
would be more pleafant to you. As you would 
not forfeit the pleafure of religion, leave the 
houfe, leave the company, the-occafions that 
infnare you to fin; for, if you do not, your beft 
refolutions and precautions will prove fo weak, 
that the flefh will beguile you, and fo rob you 
of your happinefs and pleafure. 

4. Ule chearful company ; not carnal, but holy; 
not fuch as wafte their time in unprofitable, 
vain, frothy fpeech, who are more employed 
in fpeaking ill of their neighbour, than in 
{peaking good of Chrift; and who feldom 
{peak good of any but themfelves ; or, if they 
{peak good of fome, it is with a view to dif- 
parage others, Beware of the company of fuch 
as have only a carnal, idle, worldly converfa- 
tion; but feek after the company of thefe that 
are moft acquaint with the pleafures of religi- 
on, and whofe chearful converfation dees ma- 
nifeft their fenfe of the love of God,;and the 
grace of Chrift. There is a delightful virtue 
in the converfe of joyful Chriftians, and thank- 
ful heavenly believers ; As iron fharpeneth iron, fo 
doth the countenance of a man his friend, Pro. xxvii. 17. 

; . 5. Let 
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g. Let your prayers be ftill attended with 
prae. When you addrefs yourfelf to God, pore 
not only upon your wants, in order to pray- 
er; but alfoon your mercies, in order to praife; 
and let not thankful acknowledgments be for- 
gotten. I would advife troubled and fearful 
fouls to fpend as much of their timeand words 
in confefling their mercies, as im confefling 
their fins; and in praifing God for what they 
have, as in praying to him for what they want: 
and you may find chearfulnefs of heart pro- 
moted by thankful expreffions.—And I would 
advife you to the fame thing with refpect to 
your thoughts, namely, that you endeavour to 
{pend as many thoughts upon grace and mer- 
cy, as upon fin and mifery; as many thoughts 
upon the goodnefs and love of God in Chrift, 
-as upon his terrors and threatenings. Why 
will you ftudy only your afflictions and your 
wants, while you live in a land that flows 
with milk and honey? Why will you ftill 
keep the gall and wormwood in your mouth? 
This is the way to loofe both the benefit of af- 
fliction, and the pleafure of religion. Beware 
of cherifhing any fears or forrows, but fuch as 
are fubfervient to faith, hope, and love; and 
preparatory to thankfulnefs and joy: for reli- 
gion confifts not of any other kind of forrow. 
Study, above all things, the love of God reveal- 
ed in Chrift, which is the beft attractive of your 
love to him: and ‘hate all’ fuggeitions that 
would reprefent God as unlovely or undefire- 
able to you. ye 

6. If vou would know the reft and pleafure 
of believers, feek to reft in the will of God, in 
all conditions. You cannot expect reft and 
‘pleafure while you feek only the fulfilling of 
your own will, and murmur at the difpofal 
of the will of God. If you reft’in your own 
‘wills, your reft will be difturbed and imper- 
‘fect; but if you reft in God’s will, then you 
will reft in conftant peace and quietnefs. You 
‘pray that div will may be done; and if you ac- 
quiefce in the doing of his will, you fhall find 
Tepofe and heart-fatisfaCtion, whatever befal 
you. —Subject to his commanding will in every 
duty; for the comforts of religion attend the 
exercifes thereof, and are not to be expected in 
away of floth.— And fubmit to his di/pofing 
will; for, in this way, you will find-your crof- 
fes turned to comforts, and your afflictions 
mixed with confolation; fuch as that, Fear not, 
litle flock; for, as it is your Father’s good plea- 
fure to give you the crofs, fo it ts your Father's 
good pleafure to give you the kingdom, and the crown ; 
and, indeed, the fore-apprehenfion of :this is 
matter of unfpeakable joy: We rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God, Rom. v. 5. As the pleafure 
of the carnal confifts in the fenfe of what they 
have in hand; fo the pleafure of believers con- 
fifts moftly ina fenfe or view of what they. have 
in hope,,or of what: they fhall enjoy with God 
for ever, and of their being jor ever with the 
Lor Bese! is i ae Te ete 3 7 
"4. Meditate. much upon the di/advantages of 
not delighting and taking pleafure in the Lord. 
Why, little pleafure in the Lord argues little 
light and much darknefs; and hence mifap- 
prehenfions of God and his providences. Lit- 
tle pleafure in the Lord argues little life and 
ftrength, little faith and love, and little humi- 
lity. ee 4 ey [> iouk > tdded ihe 


light and pleafure in the Lord, Why, this plea~ 


_ 8. Meditate upon the great advantages of de- . 
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fure is your holinefs, your happinefs, your 
heaven: it is the heaven of the church mili- 
tant, the heaven of the church triumphant; 
the heaven and happinefs of God to delight in 
himfelf.. And the more pleafure you take in 
God, the more he takes in you, John xiv. 21. 

9. Know and confider, that there is no fuch 
weight im your objections againtt this deli ght, as 
any whit can weaken your obligation there- 
unto. What are objections drawn from guilt, 
when you view Chrift as your righteoufnefs? 
What are objections drawn from your polluti- 
on, your darknefs, your deadnefs, when you 
view Chrift as your fan¢tification, your light, 
and your lite? And remember in what cafes 
you are called totake pleafure in the Lord, even 
in thefe cafes and feafons wherein you are rea- 
dy tothink your duty is to be difcouraged— 
When God is writing ditterne/s upon all other 
things; why does he imbitter the creature, but 
that you may delight in Chrift? for then he is 
faying, Come with me from Lebanon? Son g iv.8.— 
When you are di/appointed of your expectations 
from other things, from dear relations and en- 
joyments; perhaps from fuch a minifter, fuch 
an ordinance; why, then you are to go a Jittle 
further.—When under de/pondency and difcourage- 
ment, fears and faintings of {pirit; then you 
are to take pleafure in the Lord, and hope in 
bint, Pale xln.ar. xliti. 5. — When you walk in 
darkne/s, ‘and have no light; when you find a 
refilefne/s of fpirit, and Know net what to dos 
then he fays, Come to me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you ref. Take my yore 
upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 
im heart, and ye hall find reft unto'your foult.~-When 
you come toa place where two ways meet, and 
know not which hand to turn to; then you are 
to take pleafure in him, faying, I will lead the 
blind by a way they know not, and in paths that they 
have not known ; 1 will make darkne/s light before 
them, and crooked things freight, Vai xlii, 16 When 
troubles and affictions are {welling omevery hand; 
even then you are called to delight'in the Lord: 
when deep calleth unto deep; and bis waves and bil- 
lows going overus; yet thén the Lord will tommand 
his loving-kindne/s in the daytime, and’ in- the nis bt 
his fongs fhall-be with us, Pfal, xliio7,/8!:— When 
the wor/d is fo bad that you know not whom 
to truft, or cenverfe with; even in this cafe 
you are to delight in Chrift,‘ who i a trufty 
friend to whom you midy tell all your mind; 
fle 15 a friend that flicks clofer than a brother When 
the world is turning up-/ide down; and all thing's 
are turning out of courfe, nothing but a’ babel 
of confufion to be feen inthe face of affairs in 
church or ftate; then is a’ time of delighting 
in the Lord, Pfal. xlvi.'r, 2,3, 4. -In all thefe, 
and a thoufand fuch cafes, you may find plea- 


-fure-in Chritt. 


Take pleafure in this, that Chrift is ftill the 
fame, when other things bid an adieu. Take 
pleafure in this, thathe ts fo full: when emp- 
tinefs is written upon all things elfe, there is 
an immenfe fulnefs in him. ‘Take pleafure in 
this, that he is fo free; fo free hearted to difz 
penfe of his fulnefs. Take pleafure in this, 
that he is unchangeable; though you change, 
and the'world change, yet he is tincliangeabie 
in his love, unchangeable in his word, un- 
changeable in his covenant: The mountains hall 


' depart, and the bills be removed; but my loving kind- 


ne/s fhall not depart from thee, nor the covenant of 
my peace be removed, faith the Lord that bath mercy 
on 


538 
on thee, Delight in this, that heis fympathizing; 
that in all your afflictions, beas afflicted; that he who 
toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye. Take plea- 
fure in this, that he is fo {weet ‘as to fweeten 
all the waters of Marah to you: that he is fo 
fib to you, fo nearly related to you; your head, 
your hufband, your elder brother, your fhep- 
her, your friend, your phyfician, your all in 
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all; and bone of your bone, and fle/h of your flefb, by 
virtue of the natural fibnefs between him 


and you; your Surety, by virtue of the legal 
fibnefs and onenefs between him and you; 
and your life, by virtue of the myftical and 
fpiritual union and relation to you: He that is 
joined to the Lord is one /pirit: —— Thefe confide- 
rations may afford comfort in every cafe. 
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Non-ConFrorMity to the World injoined; or, the Eui/ and 
Danger of SymBoxLtzine with the Wicked, opend. * 


Rom. xii. 2. Be not conformed to this world,— 


“WT is the character of the children of God, 
| that they have received not the fpirit of the 
world, but the Spirit which is of God, 1 Cor. 
ii. 12, They are not of the world, even as Chrift 
is not of the world. But it is the character of 
the wicked, that they are the men of the world, 
who have their portion in this hfe, Pfal. xvu. 14. 
Conformity to:Chrift is the great mark and 
character of faints ; Vhbom he did foreknow, them he 
did predeftinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
Rom.vili.20. But conformity tothe world is the 
great characteriftic of Atheifts and wicked per- 
fons: and,.therefore the apoftle here diflwades 
all the children of God from fuch conformity ; 
Be not conformed to this world. 
... The apoftle having at large treated the foun- 
damental doctrines of the Chriftianity, in the 
preceding chapters, he comes now in, this to 
prefs home, upon the confcience, the principal 
duties thereof. True religion is not only de- 
figned to inform the judgment; but alfo to 
transform. the heart, and reform the life. But 
‘the foundation of Chriftian practice muft be 
jaid in Chriftian knowledge: and hence the 
apoftle, have difcourfed, at large, of juffification 
by faith, through the unputed righteoufne/s of Chrift, 
and. of the riches of free grace; carnal wifdom 
might. be apt.to infer, Therefore we may hive as 
we lif, and walk in the way of our own heart: No; 
that doth not follow: the faith that juftifies is 
a faith that worketh by love; having underftand- 
ing how ro receive Chrift Jefus the Lord, we 
come to underftand how to walkin him. Hence 
this chapter is joined to the foregoing difcoufe 
by. the word therefore; Ibefeech you, THEREFORE, 
brethren: intimating, that the practical appli- 
cation of doctrinal truths is the life of preach- 
Sis eee | 
The firtt verfe of the.chapter is a general direc- 
tion; andthat urged with the ftrongeft motives 
and arguments, and.in the moft affectionate and 
pathetic manner: J befeech you, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that you prefent your bodies a leving 
Sacrifice, baly and. acceptable to God, which is your 
reajonable fervice. It might be ufeful to offer 
fome explication hereof; but it is not what I 
propofeatthe time; and therefore! go forward, 


The apoftle proceeds to give more particular 
directions: and that which the text bears is fet 
down both negatively and pofitively. The po- 
fitive direction is laft fet down, though firft in 
the order of nature and operation, before the 
former ; Be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove, [OY UNDERSTAND | what 
1s that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. 
Concerning this renovation of mind, | propofe not 
at prefent to treat; efpecially as it is much the’ 
fame, in other words, with that holime/s and pu- . 
rity, or being wa/hed from our filthine/s, which I in- 
fitted fo much upon from the laft text of {crip- 
ture we profecuted in your hearing. + — Now, 
the negative direction is, Be not conformed to this 
world. By WorLp here, we are to underftand 
the men of the world, the wicked of the world, 
the /ufs of the world, the way and courfe of the 
world, &c. -And by not conFroRMING thereto, 
we are to underftand, our not fa/hioning our- 
felves according to the world. All the dif- 
ciples and followers of Chrift muft be Nos- 
conformifis to this world, or unlike the wicked 
therein. And for the further explication. of 
this text, I {hall profecute this doctrinal propo- 
fition. 


OxssERv. That the people of God muft not be like 
the world, or the wicked there: They muft not 
be conformed to the wicked world. 


_ The method we propofe to obferve, for illu- 
ftrating this obfervation, through fupernatu- 
ral aid, fhal! be the following. 


I. Prove a clear the truth of the doétrine.. 
Il. Enquire what it is the world we are 
not to be conformed to, rd 
IM. Point out what this di/conformity to the 
world imports. wie 
IV. Give the rea/ons why we are 
conformed to the world. 65 2 
V. Make application of the whole fubject. 


not to be 


Now, as I fuppofe, this fubject is not un- 
feafonable; fo, I think, it is not unfuitable to 
the laft we infifted upon from Proy. xxx. 12. 

Having of late, 1. Spoken of the FaTHeEr’s 
exhibition of Chrift, faying, J will give thee for 


_ * This Sermon was preached by our Author in his own church at Dunfermline, in the year 1723. And from the beginning of the 
Sermon itfelf, as'well as from the place it has in the note-book, we learn, that it was delivered immediately after thefe on Prov. xxx. 12. 
printed above;p. 461.; and according to the order of time, fell to have been placed after them. It was never before publifbed. 


> This fubjet referred to here may be feen copioully handled above, p. 461. 
; £ | | 


ay 


a covenant 
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a covénant of thepeople.. 2. Of the Sp1r1t’s opera- 
tion, in order to his\being known; He /hall tefti- 
SV Of me. 3, Of the'Son’s declaration of hisown: 
excellency, faying, Dand my Fathervare onew 4. 
Of the*wor unp'sedi/approbation "of this’ glorious 
perfon, and the har{h treatment he got:among 
them; Bebold, Land the children which the Lord 
has given me, are for figns and wonders in Ifrael.s. 
Of the REason why fo many, even in Jfrael, pour 
contempt thus upon Chrift and his followers; 
why, There is a generation that are pure in their own 
eyes; and yet is not wa/hed from their filthine/s*» Here 
is the fett of the world. Wenow come, 6. To 
enquire whatis our puT Y in a /witablene/s to this, 
even not to be conformed to this world. 


I. The firft thing propofed, on the general 
method, was, To prove and‘clear the truth of 
the doctrine, viz. That the people of God muft not 
be like the wicked world, or conformed thereto... We 
fhall prove this both by fcripture precepts and 
precedents. 626, gS) 
cif, There are f{cripture precepts, both in the 
Old and New Teftament, to evince the truth 
hereof: and’I would have you to’confult them 
cavefully'in your Bible; and there fee whatws 
the mind of God to yow in this matter. 
hin There are-O/d-Tefament precepts that in- 
_ join this duty; fuch -as: thefe,:and the like: 
Thou {halt not follow a multitude to do: evil,*Exod: 
RXMi 2. i Enter not mto the path of the wicked; and 
go not i the way of evil’ men: avoid them, pafs not 
by them, turn from them, and pafs away, Prov. iv. 
T4; 15. See'alfo; Lev: xviii. 24;29 Deut. xii. 

39,31, 32. -Piahaony Prowi) 10; 111 Asin p06: 

- . 2. There are likewile New-Te¢/ament precepts 
inforcing the duty; fuch as 'thefe: following: 
Andwith many other words did he teftify and exbort, 
Saying, Save yourfelves form this untoward generation, 
Acts 11. 40.0: This I fay therefore, and teftify inthe 
Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk; in the vanity of their mind ;— Be-not partakers 
with them, Eph.tiv. 17..v.7. ° Keep, yourselves ‘un 
Spotted from the world, Jam. i..27.. "See alfo, Mati 
YeA6Novi Br, 32s\huke: xii. 295036562: Cor, vis 
Dey Gr Thefliv. 6-48) c2Petiiiv rye vat » 

ay 2dly; ‘There: are fcripture precedents:to influs 
erice «us not tobe conformed !to the wicked 
world.. J fhall-:inftance in the following per- 


fons. (1.) In Noah; Gen. vii.1. And the Lord faid. 


unto Noab, Come thou and all thy houfe into: the ark ; 
Sor thee have: feen righteousbefore me in this genera= 
tion... (2.) In Lot ; 2 Peta ii. 7,.8:And delivered righ 
teous Lot, vexed with the filthy. converfation of ‘the 
wvicked: for that righteous man dwelling among thenr, 
in feeing and hearing, vexed bis righteous foul, sfrom 
daytoday,; with their finful-deedss (3!) In-Fofoua; 
che xxiv. 14. And ifut feem evil-unto:you to ferve the 
Lord, choofe you this day whomeyou will ferve; whe 
ther the gods which your fathers served, -thati were 
on the other fide ofithe flood, ot ithe gods of the Amo- 
ritesun whofe land ye dwell;sbutias for me, and my 
houfe,: we unll Serve the Lord. s (4!) In Nehemiah ; 
chap. v.15: Batithe former governors that had been 
before me, were chargeable unto.the people; and bad 
takén of them bread and wine, befide forty fhekels of 
Jilwer; yea, evenitheir fervants bare rule over: the peo~ 
ples but fo did not I, becaufe of the fear of God. (s.) 
In David; Plaloxxvi. 4, 5. Lhave-not fat with vain 
perfons ; neither will I goin with difemblers: Thave 
bated the congregation of evil doers: and will not fit 
with the wicked. te aver Ded stingboitier bs 


ayn 7 $4) G) Viitmotacaltibeaid i 


» * The Reader'will.find the fr/ of thefe fubjedts printed, Vol. rf be 47: “5 the fourth in Vol, Il, p. 428.5 and the fifth, P: 463, a 


The econd and third havé not as yet made their appearance, ~ 
an ee , 
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» The-Lord would haye his children to a@ flat 
contraryto the world, and_not be. like other: 
men, :Thatipart ef the Pharifee's prayer, Luke 
xvillons) wherein he thanks God, that-he was 
not like other men, wasnot amiils for the fubftance 
ofiat, if zt: had net.come from a vain-glorious, 
proud,;and lying fpirit; for he thought,that 
hewas better than others, whereas he was wor/e, 
thanrallothers to whom he preferred himfelf: 
but yet every one fhould labour to. be thattru- 
ly,tor which, he gave thanks falfly ; even not 
to be hke others. Others neglect prayer, whether 
fecret, family, orfocial: others neglect Chrift, 
and defpife his word and inititutions: yea, ma- 
ny others, they drink, and {wear,and whore, 
and cheat, and defraud, and opprefs; and lye, 
and break the Sabbath, and give'way to all 
manner of impieties and immoralities. Either 
they are not fubject to his Jaw, and fo walk in 
all manner of wickednefs; or they are not {ub- 
ject to his-gofpel, and fo will not fubmit them- 
felvesto his righteoufnefs, to be faved by grace 
through Jefus Chrift. Therefore we muft not 
be like others... Others are wzthout; and with- 
out are dogs... And, indeed, we find others, and 


without, are equivolet terms in fcripture, Mark 


iv. 11. To you ot is given to know the myfteries of the 
kingdom ;:but to them that are wit HOUT, allis in paz 
rables. And compared with Luke viii. 10. To 
you wt 1s given to know the myfterres of thekingdom; 
but to OTHERS in parables.’ Mark hath ity eis 420, 
to thofe that are without; and Luke-hath it, 
71s Aoimels, tO others OTHERS then; I fay,-.are 
without; and belong not to God... «Ir is\dange- 
rous,therefore, being with others; for they are 
without, and {hall be without: \it is better.to 
be-within alone; than without.with others.— 
So much.forclearing and confirming.the truth 
of the doétrine.. We mutt not be like-the world. 

, a ’ : { he 


> NoThefecond genetal head vas, To'enquire 
whateit) as, 2 ithe-world*that:-we are not tobe 
conformed 'to.': In fhort then, we mutt -nor.be 
conformed;to the things of the*world,. the. fa; 
fhions;:worthip,:principles, noretrade of: the 
world.) 0} ory babar Sh eeun ee ees. 

1. We mutt not be-conformed -toythe thiigs 
of theaworld ;: for they are mutable,-and;:the 
Safnonof them paffeth away.. What arethe things 
of: the: world that; we: mutt not be. conformed 
to? Theapoftle gives us a fumvof thefe things; 
All that 1s.n the world, the lujis of the fle/h,,the, lufs 
of theieye, and the pride-of life, isnot of the Fathers 
but is of the world:.and the world paffeth awayy.and 
the dufis thereof, 1 Jolan:ii.. 16,17... We are fo far 
toravoid being conformed, tothe finful things of 
the world, that, in our feveral places and fta- 
tions,. we ought to. witne/s,againit them: nay, 
even in the indifferent things of the world, 
which are.not’ in, themfelves finful, .we mutt 
fo far not conform ourfelves tothe manner of 
the world therein; as not-to act by the world’s 
dictates,.as our rule 3) nor to aim at the world’s 
favour; as our end. «True Chriftianity confifts 
muchiin a fober-fingularity.—Here we might 
thew a variety of things.in the.world that we 
ought not tobe conformed unto, or thirft af, 


ter; -fuch as the profits, the honours, prefer- 


ments, pleafures, and applaufe of the world: 
burt weinfift.:nots; see re Pil) 
»»2i) We mutt not be conformed to the fa/hions 
and cufloms of the world; Not fa/bioning ourfelves 
= 
wR | segerde 
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according to the former lufts, as the apoftle Peter 
fpeaks, 1 Pet. i. 14. There 1s a novelty of dif: 
pofition prevails, that makes multitudes. fall 
in with every new, vain’ fafhion. There-are 
vain fafhions of gefure, ways of carrying, that 
difcover nothing but levity, and exprefly con- 
demned in {cripture, Ia. ii. 16." There are vain 
fathions of apparel, inconfiftent with and un- 
fuitable to the rules of modefty, that many: 
affect; contrary to the word of God, Ifa. iii. 
18,—23. 1 Tim. ii. 9) 1 Pet. iii. 3. 
epidemical difeafe of both fexes: and even too 
much affected ‘by thofe who ought to be ex- 
amplary to others of modefty and fobriety. 
There are’vain and foolifh cuftoms, even in 
matters of ré/igion ; and many are fond of what 
is fathionable, though it be never fuch an ill 
fafhion. Hence, . 

3. We muft not be conformed to the wor/hip 
of the world; for the world worfhip they know 
not what; they worfhip an unknown God: they 
worfhip God in’a carnal, hypocritical, and fu- 
péerftitions way. But we are to worfhip him 
in Jpirit and in trath, and in the way and manner 
that: he hath appointed in his word, that we 
may not be puzzled with that queftion, #’bo 
hath required thefe things at your hand? but may 
have it to fay, “ He by whofe authority I do 
“ thefe things, is neither pope, nor prelate, 
“= nor civil potentate; but there is my warrant 
“ in the word of God. Hence, 

4. We muft not be conformed to the ¢raditz- 
ons and rudiments of the world; Beware left any 
man fpoil you through philofophy, and vam deceit, af- 
ter the invention of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and’ not after Chrif, Col. ii. 8. See alfo 
ver. 20, 21,22. where God teacheth us our free- 
dom from ‘all abolifhed ceremonies, and ritual 
obfervances ; and that fubjection to ordinances 
of human appointment, in the worfhip of 
Godjis*highly blameable, and contrary to the 
freedom ‘and liberty of the gofpel; and an in- 
vading the authority of Chrift, the Head of the 
church: on which account we are exhorted to 
fand fa? in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 
us free; and not to be intangled again into the yoke of 
bondave: But I muft here pafs many things, 
which would natively fall in, for want of time. 
Sg. We muft not be conformed to the prin- 
tiples‘of' thre ‘world. ‘There are many docirinal 
principlesxhat we'are not to be conformed to, 
which would lead to a large field to {peak of *: 
btit to: confine’ myfelf to this point, namely, 
What are the principles of the unregenerate world? 
Why, they are even naturally of devili/h and 
hellifh principles. By nature we are all Armi- 
nians, Pelagians, Socinians ; yea, and Atheitts, 
without God in the world;.and therefore fafpect 
the principle that is moft natural, and that is 
mott eafy for you to-fallin with. . Every prin- 
ciple that favours corrupt and depraved rea- 
fon, is fufpi¢ious; for the: gofpel:is a myftery 
that viciated nature cannot fathom.— There 
are political ‘principles that the world: is filled 
with.’ Many, for example, are of that prin- 
ciple, That it is better to fin than to fuffer; better 
to make fuch and fuch compliances, that ex- 
pofe’ ourfelves to the fury of men, or the lofs 
of fome worldly fubftance: better an uneafy 
confcience, than an empty purfe. Many are 
of that principles Better a bird in hand than 
two inthe buth, as we ufe to fpeak:. better a 
palace in Paris, a portion in this world, which 
we fee and haveaniong our hands, than a pa- 


as The Reader, if he pleafes, may fee fome of thefe doérinal principles, by confulting Vol. I, p. 12x, 122, Vol. IL. p. 451. 
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lace in Paradife: and hence many fay, Who will 
frew us any good? and few, Lord, lft upon us the 
hight of thy countenance, Pfal.iv.6. We muft not 
be conformed,to the world herein. 

6., We muft not be conformed to the praétice, 
courfe, and way of the world; Wherein im time paft 
ye walked according to ihe courfe of this world, ac- 
cording to the prince of the power of the air, the fpirit 
that worketh in the children of difobedience, Eph. 11.2. 
God would have his people crofs the world in 
their life and converfation. . This was pointed 
out by his forbidding Ifraei to eat and touch 
fome things, which other nations did eat and 
touch; and his allowing them to eat what o- 
ther nations did not., For example; the Egyp= 
tians did eat, for the moft part, f/b and fome 
few kinds of. birds: but of the fleth of bea/fs 
they ate no other but only /wines flefh; and 
this one kind of flefh is directly forbidden the 
Jews, Lev. xi. 7,8. By. this was pointed. out, 
that God would have a kind of contrariety be- 
tween the world, and fuch as makea profefli- 
on of his name;. and that his'children muft be 
as far from the manners of the world as may 
be. The way of the world is downward; he 
will have his people to walk upward: the courfe 
of this world is hell-ward; he will have his 
people’s courfe to be heaven-ward: the world 
walk in the broad way; he will have his peo- 
ple walk in the narrow way... - 

In a word, we are not to be: conformed to the 
world in their. thoughts, words, actions, de- 
fires, delights, love, joys, affections, or pafii- 
ons. But on all thefe we cannot infift at the 
time; and muft therefore proceed, ; 


III. To the third thing propofed, which was, 
To fhew what this di/conformity, to the world 
imports. Not to multiply particulars, it fair> 
ly imports the four following things. 

1, It imports. more than a contrariety to the 
world. What is faid of the flefh may. be faid 
of the world,.with refpect to the believer. :As 
the fle/h luftethagainft the Spirit, and the Spirit agamft 
the flefb; and thefe two are contrary one to anothers 
fo, the world fights againft the believer, .and 
the believer fights againft the world ; and thefe 
two are contrary one to another: and this ithe 
victory whereby he overcometh the world, evén-bis 
Saith. | nical 
2, ‘This difconformity to the world imports - 
a defpifmg of the world. They that are not cons 
formed to the world, are not in love with the 
world; they are not taken up:with the gaudy 
vanities thereof. They that arefaints indeed, 
have got a fight that makes the world appear 
nothing. The natural fun fhines upon this 
world, and enlightens it: but the fun of righ- 
teoufnefs, when: he:{hines,upon the foul, dark- 
ens this earth, and-all the.excellencies thereof, 
and makes them all appear but /o/s and dung for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift.. Hence the 
believer doth not admire the world: it is not 
filver and gold that he calls true riches; it is 
not worldly advancement that he calls honour; 
it is not carnal delight that he reckons plea- 
fure and happinefs; it is not human learning 
that he efteems folid wifdom: he can be rich, 
honourable, -happy,. and all without them; 
and all inChrift. He values worldly and earth- 
ly things no more than a picture drawn ‘in 
fand, which the leaft wave will wath away. 

3. This difconformity to the world imports 
a forfaking of the world;. Forget alfo thine own 

* a lied es people, 
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people, and thy father’s bonfe ; fo fhall the king great- 
‘ly defire thy beauty, Plalvlxv. 10, rr ‘The child 
of God is' made to forget and forfake the word, 
and to come up from:this world leaning on the Be- 
. Joved: this feems to'be the import of that call 
‘to the church, Song iv. 8. Come with me from 
Lebanon, with me fran Lebanon: look from the top of 
- Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon ; from the 
Jions dens, and the mountains of leopards. We pro- 
fefs to renounce the devil, the world, and the 
fleth ; to forfake the world, and follow Chritt. 
Now, this forfaking of the world, viewed ne- 
gatively, it is not to go out of the world by a 
bafty death, that were double iniquity; nor is it 
to vow a voluntary poverty, as the papifts do; 
‘nor is it fo be idle and improvident about, the 
things of the world: but, affirmatively, to for- 
Jake the world, is to do it in point of we: tou/e 
‘this world'as if we ufed it not ; that is, moderate- 
ly: to forfake it in point of fervice; we are not 
to be flaves to it; for, we cannot ferve God and 
Mammon: to forfake it in point of confidence ; we 
‘re not to truft in; or depend upon outward 
‘enjoyments: and weare to forfake itin point of 
‘adherence, fo'as not to be glewed to it; itfhould 
ot be like the hair upon the head, or {kin of 
‘the hand, which cannot be pulled off without 


‘pain; but like a hat on the head, or a glove > 


‘on the hand, that we can take off when we 
‘pleafe: we muft keep a loofe grip of it. And, 
~ 4. This difconformity to the world imports, 
an actual crucifying’of the world: God forbid, that 
‘T fhould glory, faith the apoftle, fave im the cro/s of 
the Lord Fefus Chrift, by whom the world is crucified 
to me, and I to the world. The world cares not 
for me, and I care not for the world; the world 
“ig dead to me, and lam dead to the world. 
But I infift not; and therefore proceed, 


IV. To'the fourth thing, which was, To en- 
‘quire why, or for what reafons, the people of 
God muft not be conformed to the world. 
Why, in general, becaufe they are of another 
world: they are fubjects of another kingdom; 
they are people of another ftate; they are per- 
‘fons of another principle; they are recipients 
of another {pirit; they are directed by another 

rule; and they are aiming at another end than 
the reft of the world: but concerning thefe, 
and other things of this nature, we will have 
occafion to fpeak upon more fully afterwards. 
We fhall only, in the mean time, obferve, that 
there are two great contending parties, that 
powerfully draw all men after them; namely, 
Gop and the world; and there is an irrecon- 
Gilable enmity between them: thofe who are 
‘on God’s fide, are againft the world; and thofe 
that are on the world’s fide, are againft God: 
and therefore, it is the duty of all the follow- 
ers of Chrift, not to take the world’s partagainft 
Chrift; and confequently, not to be conform- 
‘ed to the world. When the three children, Dan. 
iii, 12. refufed to fall down‘ and worfhip Ne- 
‘buchadnezzar’s image, He was full of fury, and 
the form of his vizage was changed again them, 
ver. 19. It is fo with the men of this world; 
if the friends of Chrift will not bow:down and 
worthip this golden image, and join in with 
‘the vanities and follies thereof, why then the 
worldings run mad at them. - It is ‘true, the 
world would agree with the godly, if they 
~would bow down to'them: but that they can- 
not do, they dare not do; becaufe the Lord for- 
bids it: Be not conformed to the world. — | 


NON- CONFORMITY TO THE WORED INJOINED. 


upon the creature, or upon the world? 
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Now the reafonsof the doctrine may be claf- 
fed under thefe. four heads. The children of 
God muft not beconformed:to:this world. 1:In - 
refpect of God. 2. In refpectof the world. 3. In 
refpectof theirsbrethren.\ And, 4. In ref{pect 
of themfelves. 

af, In refpect of God; there are many reafons 
might be given, why the people of God are 
not to be:conformed to the world.: For, 

or. By 'being: conformed «to the world, you 
tempt God, and lead yourfelves into zemptation : 
if any of God's: people entertain unneceflary 
communion withthe wicked of the world, like 
Peter in the high-prieft’s'hall, they tempt God, 
to let'them: fall into mifchief, contrary to his 
exprefs command, Thom /halt not tempt the Lord 
thy God. ‘They run upon a dangerous. preci- 
pice, where, if God take away his hand, they 
may fall and break all their bones. 

2. By being conformed to the world, they 
fo far forfake God, and fo forfake their own 
mercies, and run into idolatry: hence: covetou/- 
nefs is called idolatry; for it is a making !the 
world our:God. Whatever we love moft, and 
ferve moft, and depend upon moft, that sv 
make our’God; and fo do we when we love, 
ferve, and depend upon the world fo as to juf- 
tle God out of doors.. But; why do we dote 
For, 
whatever the world hath of) good, it hath eit 
from God.. Your food, raiment, comforts, 
and conveniencies in the world,.as they-are any 
way good to you, it is. from God: and there- 
fore, if you forfake God, and follow the world, 
from a defire after thefe things, you forfake 
the full fountain,;and followthe fading ftreams; 
you depart even from the true good, that isin 
the world itfelf, while you goto the: world for 
it. «My people have committed two great evils; they 
have forfaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 
hewed them out cifterns, broken ciferns, that can' hold 
no water, Jer. 1. 13: . 

3. God and the world are at odds; there:is.a 
difagreement between God and the world, be- 
tween Chrift and the:world: all the time ‘that 
Chrift was in the world; it mocked; reviled, 
oppofed, and perfecuted him; and at laft:kill- 
ed him; and Chrift, by his life and:death, did 
fight againft the world, and overcome it: and 
he hath put enmity between his people and 
the world. All the prophets, and apoftles, and 
faints, in all ages, have been at hot war with 
the world,and contended with all the wicked 
in it; They that forfake the law, prastfe the-wicked; 
but fuch as keep the law, contend with them, Prov. 


‘xxvili. 4.. ‘They have:been men. of contention in 


the world; why? the worldisin:arms againft 
their God; therefore the Lord:hath {worn that 
he will have war with itjas with Amalek, un- 


tovall generations; and with all-who fhall join 


it; yea, or ftarid neutral: they are. curfed, be- 
caufe they rife-not up to the help of the Lord avainft 
the mghty, Judges v: 23. Chrift: hath given 
encouragement to his people, that they {hall 
be more than conquerors, through him who bath o- 
vercome the world. oie SPAIN yah 
4. The dveof God, and the dve of the world 
are contrary 3 fe that loveth'the world, the love of 
the Father is not in bint. God's work is, to draw 
our affections from the world; the world’s 
work is, to draw our affections from God: and 


both God and the world feek the whole man. 


If a man defire to be religious, God mutt have 


his whole heart: and he through grace mutt 


give 


Sigs Ihe 
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give it, and make a continual trade of religi- 
on: if a man defire to be rich, the world will 
oblige! him to rife early, and’ fit up late, and 
eat the bread of carefulnefs; yea, and employ 
his head and heart, and all abour the’world. 
And therefore God and the world cannot:be 
ferved: by one and >the fame man. : Yea, ithe 
love of the world leads to the hatred of God: 
becaufe there is a contrary nature between 
God and the world; the Lord is pure, the 
world is polluted; the Lord is good, the world 
is evil: the Lord hates the world, though not 
as his creature, but as it is our Lord’s rival, 
ufurping his room in our hearts. 

2dly, In refpect of the world itfelf, many rea- 
fons: may be given, why the people of God 
are not to be conformed to the world. \And 
here if we view the men of. this world, the 
god of this world, ' and the: whole’! complex 
frame of this world, we will fee grounds and 
reafons why we ought not to be conformed 
thereto. : 

1. The men of this-world is a reafon, why 
the people of God.fhould not be conformed to 
this world, or to the practice of the men that 
are inat.. Why? at bardensthe wicked in their 
‘wickednefs, when: they fee profeffors of reli- 
-gion, and thofe that have the reputation of 
godly perfons, join with them, or too famili- 
arly converfe with them: and fo this their con- 
formity to the world, is hurtful to the wicked 
of the world; they will applaud themfelves in 
their wicked courfes, when fuch as are ap- 
plauded for godly perfons do aflociate with 
them. Thus, after Saul had fpared Agag, Sa- 
muel refufed to return with him; And Samuel 
faid unto: Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou 
haftrejetted:the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath 
rejected thee from being king over Ifrael, 1 Sam. xv. 


‘26. So fhould the godly fay to the wicked, “Ye. 


have rejected the word of the Lord; therefore I will 
not return with you, ft will not join with 
‘you.”> If you join with the vitious, you. do vice 
‘too much honour. If you join with the finnér, 
-you give fin too much,encouragement.. And 
therefore, it is fometimes the greateft act of 
love towards. wicked men, to deny them our 
countenance; and withdraw from their focie- 
ty; yea, to.refufe to keep company with them, 
‘may fometimes be a means to reform them. 
4.92. The god of this word is another. reafon 
why the people of God ought not to be con- 
formedsto it.: The god of this world is the 
devil; arid to be conformed to this world, :is 
conformity tothe devil; and to love the world, 
as to worfhip the devil: thefore, as covetou/ne/s 
as called idolatry; fo the devil tempted Chrift to 
-worfhip him, by offering the world to him, 
-Matth. iv. 9.» This-world isthe devil’s walk 
wwhere:he goes to and fro; yea, goes aboutias a 
roaring lion,-feeking whom he may. devour; andlike 
‘a crooked ferpent; whom he may deceive: and 
avhen we dre upon the devil’s:grotnd, among 
ithe wicked of the world, joining-in fellowfhip 
-with:the-wicked,in‘their unfruitful.works.of 
darknefs, itis one toa thoufand, if Satan do not 
cheat us througihis fubtilty ; and, by littleand 
“little, captivateus. Asthieves ufually firft putin a 
little oneat' the window to. opensthe door to-all 
the ref: fo Satan prefents us an apple, a wedge 
of gold tothe eye; ora whifperingtale, a pol- 
Juting word, or fufpicion to the/ear:' thefe are 
the; doors: of the houfe sand thefe little thieves 
swillopen the door; and letin adultery, whore- 
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-dom, theft, malice, murder.’ Satan’s requeft 
feems mannerly and modeftt at firft... As Simi- 
_ramis defired of Ninus-only.to,reign-one day, 
and that day to do what fhe pleafed, what fhe 
‘lifted; which. being'granted, behold, in. that 
day fhe cut off his’ head: even fo, the devil, 
the god.of this world, will.defire only to reign 
a.day, or to have you dedicate a day to him 
and to the world, and the vanities, and follies, 
and vices. thereof; but, behold, in that very 
day he may cut off your head, cut off your foul, 
‘by drawing away your heart and affections 
from God. . , 
3. The whole complex . frame of this world, 
and. things thereof, affords a complex reafon 
why. we are not to be conformed 'to this world. 
Why, the whole world lieth in wickednefs: for, All 
that 1s in the world, the lufts of the flefh,.the, luft of 
the eye, and the pride of life, are nothing but.the 
trafh and trumpery, of ‘hell. — In’a word, the 
world.is but a contemptible thing; Chrift poured 
-contenipt,upon it, and difgraced it, when he 
faid, My kingdom is not of this world, 1tis nothing 
to be contemned and difgraced by the world; 
nay, fometimes it is a man’s. glory to be:fo: 
but Chritft’s difefteeming and defpifing a thing, 
rubs a real infamy upon -it:-and why. then 
fhould we be contormed to it?—The world is 
a van/bing thing, the clock of time is almoft 
run out; and, in a little, it will be winded, up 
in eternity. . If a man had a tack.of ahoufe, 
or a farm, but for. two-or three days, and 
fhould fall a building and planting,,.wouid 
he not. be judged very foolifh: fo, when we 
have fuch’.a {hort and uncertain time here, 
and death calls.us prefently-off ithe ,ftage, to 
thirft immoderately after the world’s pleafures, 
profits, honours, and vanities, 1s it notextreme 
folly? It is doomed to deftruction; and will be 
-_all.in a flame and. xed; low ere, long: ~The ~ 
worldis but a-vain thing: Man in hissbeft. eftate, 
as altogether vanity, even.in his moft profperous 
_-ftate:, profperity, in feripture, 1s.compared to 
-acandle; and many have :burn their.wings.a- 
bout this candle.| This world chears.all that 
-dotes upon it; it promifes pleafure, but cannot 
-perform; for no folid fatistaction can, be found 
in it... The’ world’s. votaries are but a, pack of 
cheated fools: Wherefore dothey /pend theirmoney 
for that which is not bread; ,and their labour forthat 
which fatisfieth not ? When the world {peaks you 
fair, believe it not; for-there are feven abomi- 
nations in its heart: its greateft glory is but-a 
fading fhadow.—-The world is ahurtful thing: 
and we little need to-be conformed to at: the 
cuftoms of it'choke-the feed of the word, thatit 
cannot grow. -The things of this world 1s the 
falfe deception the devil ‘cafts over our eyes, 
thatiwedo not feethe glory of the Lord; The god 
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\.« 3dly, In. refpect of their..bretbren,.there are 


righteous? ‘The fin of the wicked.1s a grief to 
the godly: and, how unnatural is it for any of 
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God’s children, to. add to their grief,. by join- 
ing iffue with the wicked. . It is faid of Lot, 
that Ais righteous foul. was vexed from day to day, 
- with the unlawful. deeds, of the wicked: but for 
fuch to be vexed, not only with the ungodli- 
nefs of finders, but with the untendernefs.of 
faints alfo, is an additional vexation; and grief 
upon the back.of grief. up : 

2. It is ofenfive to the weak believer; it lays 
a ftaumbling-block in his way, over which 
he is ready to fall; either by difcouraging 
him in the way of duty, or encouraging and 
leading him into fin, orany other way lead- 
ing him into fome fnare, with refpect to his 
own foul: When you fin fo againft the brethren, and 
wound their weak confciences, you fin again/? Chrift, 

t Gor, vill. 12. 

_ 4thly, In refpect of them/elves: and that, 1. Be- 
caufe of their circumftances. 2. Their fafety 
requires, that they be not conformed. to the 
world, . | 

_{1.] Becaufe of their circum/tances. They are 
in other circumftances than the reft of the 
world. Why, . | 

a. They are people of another world than this; 
and therefore are-not:to be conformed to this 
world: they are not of the world, even as Chrift is 
hot of the world. They are of another kingdom; 
- for, Chrif’s kingdom is not of this world: they are 
of another country; for, they defire a better coun- 
‘try, that is an beavenly. They are of another 

city,; even the city that hath foundations, whofe 
builder and maker is God. They are of another world ; 

for, God hath chofen them out of the world, 

_ 2. They mutt not be conformed to this world, 

becaufe they are perfons of another fate than 

this world. The world is in a ftate of condem- 
nation; but they are in a {tate of ju/fification: there- 
fore they are to walk like thofe that are in fa- 
your with God. They are in a ftate of adoption; 
therefore to be followers of God, as dear children. 

They, are in aftate of grace; they are the children 

of the light and of the day: therefore are not to 
fleep as others do. 

3. They muft not be conformed to the world, 
becaufe they are acted by another principle than 
the reft of the world.—They have a principle 
of faith; and this faith worketh by love: while 
the world lieth in unbelief; and this their un- 
belief worketh by enmity.—They have a prin- 
ciple of love; and the love of Chrift conftrains them 
to ferve the Lord: while the enmity of the world 
conftrains them to difhonour God.—They have 
a principle of holy fear ; while the world hath no 
fear of God before their eyes. 

4. They mutt not be conformed to the world, 
becaufe they are directed by another rule than 
the reft of the world. The rule that the world 
walks by is their own will, their own corrupt 
wicked will; and hencethey fay with the peo- 
ple of old, We are lords, and we will not have this 
man to reign over us; but the rule by which the 
children of God do walk, is the word and will 
of God; and this is the will of God, even our fancti- 
fication. rEg apes ay wey 

5. They muft not be conformed to the world, 
becaufe they.aim_ at another end than the reft 
of the world; whether we confider the end 
propounded by them, or the end defigned up- 
on them.—The end propounded by them. Why, 
the laft end, and chief end of the world is /z/; 
to live to themfelves: but the great, and chief 
end of the godly, is to live unto Gop: the 
principle end they profefs is God’s glory, an 
Vou. Il. : 


im 
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Chrift’s honour. And,thofe who differ fo fat 
in. their end, good, reafon they. differ in their 
way.—Again, as tothe end defigned upon them; 
why, the world will come to,a difmal iffue; 
for, the wicked will be turned into hell, and torment- 
ed with the devil and his angels ;. but the godly, 
being chofén aut of the world, will {hortly, enter in- 
ta the joy of their Lord.—And feeing their ends are 
fo different, furely they cannot both walk. in 
the fame road... If one goes eaft, another weit, 
furely they cannot walk the fame way. 

6. They mutt not be conformed to.the world, 
becaufe they are objects of another. dove than 
the reft of the world: they are loved with an c- 
verlafing love, and fo drawn with loving-kindne/; ; 
and being drawn with. the cords.of love, they 
are to run the way of God’s commandments, while 
others run in the broad way to deftruétion: - 
the world is the obje& of God’s hatred; Facob 
have I loved, and Efau have I hated, Rom. Xi 1 Be 

7. They mutt not be conformed tothe world, 
becaufe they are /ervants of another, matter, 
than the reft of the world. The world ferves 
the devil, and ferves their lufts, and ferves_o- 
ther gods: but every believer is a Jofhua in 
this; ds for me, and my houfe, we will ferve the 
Lord. Now, a man cannot ferve two matters: 
and the believer cannot ferve both. God and 
Mammon; Chrift and the world. 

8. They muft not be conformed tothe world, 
becaufe they are partakers of another Spirit 
than the world: They have not received the Spirit 
of this world, but the Spirit which is of God. The 
world is led by an ill fpirit to the land of dark- 
nefs: whereas they are led by. the good Spirit 
to the land of uprightnefs.—The world.is led 
by a poor, pitiful, low, and. mean. {pirit; 
whereby they are eafily put off with trifles, 
and fatisfied with.{hadows. and vanities: but 
the godly are led by a noble, high, and hea- 
venly f{pirit; whereby they afpire.after divine 
and celeftial things. — The world ‘is led by a 
blind, ignorant, foolith fpirit;. whereby they 
are mad upon their idols: the children of God 
are led by a Spirit of wifdom, knowledge, and 
underftanding; whereby they are wife unto 
falvation, And_ thus the circumftances of 
the people of God yield all the reafon in the 
world, why they ought not to. be conformed 
to this world. 

[2-] Their /ofety requires it alfo, that they 
be not conformed to the world: (1.) The. fafe- 
ty of their names, that are in danger to be 
difgraced. (2.) The fafety of their confcien- 
ces, that are in danger to be defiled... (3.) The 
fafety of their graces, that are in hazard of be- 
ing marred, And, (4.) The fafety of their 
perfons, that are in danger to be punifhed by 
their conformity to.the .world. ae 

1. The fafety of their ames require, that 
they be not conformed to this world;,.for their 
names are in danger of being difgraced, by 
fuch a conformity. Becaufe when they be- 
come like untothe wicked, and conformed to 
the world, they give occafion of their being 
fufpected of the world, and fo fhameand dif- 
grace theirown name and their father’s name; 
He that is a companion of riotous men, fhameth his fa- 
ther, Prov. xxvill..7... So the believer fhames 
his heavenly Father by conformity to the world; 
for, what agreement is there between God and 


the world? He fhameth his earthly father alfo, 


whether he be a gracelefs or a gracious man; 


d if he be a gracele/s man, he fhameth him, by 
x 


giving 
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giving occafion to fay, he is like him; Luke fa- 
ther like fon: If he be a gracious man, he {ham- 
eth him, by being fo unlike unto him. But 
he efpecially fhameth himfelf: for, whereas 
a good name is as precious ointment ; fo his confor- 
mity to the world, in any meafure, is the dead 
fy that caufes the ‘ointment of the apothecary to fend 
“forth a finking favour, Eccl. x.1. They lofe their 
credit and eiteem. 


2, The fafety of their con/eiences require that 


they be not conformed to the world: becaufe, 
by conformity to the world, their confciences 
are in danger of being defiled, and their fouls 
to be depraved; for the fin and way of the 


world is of an infectious nature: can a Man 


touch pitch, and not be defiled? Can a man take 
fire in bis bofom, and his cloaths not be burnt? Can 
he go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burnt? faith 
Solomon. We are told of the Jews, Pfal.cvi. 35. 


that when they were mingled among the heathen, 


they learned their works, and ferved thew rdols, which 
was a fnare to them. The: fineft looking-glafles 
will gather duft and defilement: even fo may 
the children of God themfelves gather duft and 
defilement, by mingling with the world; for 
fin is a plague and infection. And the haunt- 
ing of finful company will defile a faint: Jo- 
feph, in Pharaoh’s court, learned to /wear by 
the life of Pharaoh; Peter, in the high-prieit's hall, 
Jwears and demes bis mafter ; the Hraelites, being 
ufed to the Egyptian furnaces, framed an idol. 
They that ly down with dogs, fhall mfe up 
with fleas; they that dwell in the kitchen, will 
{mell of the {moke. 

3. The fafety even of their graces, that are in 
danger to be marred and weakened, require 
that they be not conformed to the world. There 
is not fuch a gracious perfon on earth, but if 
he caft himfelf, by untendernefs and unwatch- 
falnefs, into the company of a carnal world, 
he will find their converfation abate the edge 
of his zeal, and cool the fervour of his devo- 
tion; yea, enervate, debilitate, and weaken 
every grace; and, by little and little, transform 
him to their manner, in a great meafure, till 
fovereign grace reform him again: When mv 
quity abounds, the love of many waxeth cold. This 
new-planted colony of grace in the heart, is in 
great danger when oppofed, not only by the 
native, (I mean, our corruption,) but alfo by 
the auxiliary help and aid of the corruption of 
others. 

4. The fafety of their per/ons require that 
they be not conformed to the world: for they 
who are conformed to the wicked world, are 
in danger of being punifhed therewith. Tho’ 
all that are in Chrift are freed from condemna- 
tion, and eternal wrath; yet they are not freed 
from affliction and temporal judgments, efpe- 
cially if they fhall aflociate with the wicked. 
if Lot had’ not come out of Sodom, at the com- 
mand of God, he had perifhed in the flames: 
if Noah had not made the ark, at God’s com- 
mand, he had perifhed in the flood with the 
world. And hence the command of God to us 
is, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of ber fins, and that yerecevve not of her plagues, Rev. 
xvii. 4. A companion of fools /ball be deflroyed, Prov. 
Kill, 20. And again, Come out from among them, 
and be ye feparate, faith the Lord; and touch not the 
«nclean thing, and I will receive you, 2 Cor. vi. 17. 
Should thou belp the ungodly, and love them that hate 
the Lord? therefore 1s wrath upon thee from before 
éhe Lord, 2 Chron. xix. 2. 
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Thus you fee many reafons, why the people 
of God muft not be conformed to this world; 
and that in refpect of themfelves, their circum- 
ftances and their fafety every way require it. 


V. The fifth thing propofed, in the method, 
was, To make application of the fubje&t; which 
we fhall effay in an ufe of information, re- 


y proof, examination, and exhortation, inforced 


with fome motives; and then conclude the 
fubject with fome directions. 

Ufe 1. Let us improve the doé¢trine in an ufe 
of iformation. If then matters be fo, as you 
have been hearing, That the people of God mu/ft not 
be conformed to the wicked world, we may hence 
learn, - | 

1, What is the rules by which our converfa~ 
tion in the world is to be fquared, and how 
our converfation with the world is to be cau- 
tioned. This non-conformity to the world doth 
not exclude all converfation whatfoever with 
the world: for, in feveral cafes, we may law- 
fully converfe with them. 

Quest. In what cases may the godly converse 
with the world? 

Answ. (1.) In cafe of necefity; when we are 
compelled and obliged to live amongft them. 
This was David’s cafe in Kedar; Wo is me that 
I dwell in Mefech, that I.dwell in the tents of Kedar, 
Pfal. exx. 5. So it was with the church of Per- 
gamus; [know where thou dwellef, even where 
Satan’s feat is, Rev. ii. 13. Where God hath a 
chapel, Satan hath a throne. 

(2.) In cafe of policy, traffic, trade, and merchan- 
dife: in this refpect we cannot live without 
the wicked of the world. It is lawful to have 
commerce with them; provided always we 
mingle not with their vices. 

(3.) In cafe of courte/y and civihty. As this 
non-conformity to the world doth not exclude 
lawful traffic; fo neither doth it exclude, or 
impeach civil courtefy. Itis not only lawful, 
but laudable to do any courteous offices to- 
wards them that are without, whereby to gain 
them. 

(4.) Incafe of charity: hence we are called to 
do good to all, but efpecially to the houfhold of faith. 
Though the houfhold of faith, in poverty, be 
the {pecial objects of charity; yet, we are not 
to exclude others: Do good to all. 

(5.) In cafe of piety: and thus it is lawful 
to converfe with the wicked as far as, by gen- 
tle and feafonable reproofs, we may, through 
grace, be ufeful to reclaim them. We are to 
walk wifely towards thefe that are without: to vifit 
them in their diftrefs, when thy are in afflicti- 
on; and todo all the good we can to their 
fouls. 

(6.) In cafe of affinity. This non-conformity 
to the world doth not take away natural affec- 
tion; neither will it extend to a feparation be- 
tween hufband and wife, for the fake of reli- 
gion: it is lawful for the deheving wife to con- 
verfe with the carnal husband, as Abigal with 
Nabal: nay, for religion’s fake, fuch are call- 
ed to converfe together; What knowe/? thou, O 
wife, whether thou fhalt fave thy husband? or, what 
knoweft thou, O man, whether thou /balt fave thy 
wife? 1 Cor. vil. 14, 16. 

In all thefe, and the like cafes, converfe with 
the wicked of the world is lawful. But the 
meaning of non-conformity with them is, we 
muft not chufe them for any compani- 
ons, delight in their difcourfe, or frequent their 

haunts a 
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haunts; Now, f have written unto you, ‘not to keep 


company, if any man that is called a brother be a forni- 
cator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
drunkard, or an extortioner, with fuch a one'no not ‘to 
eat, 1 Cor. v.11. We are not to affect their fo- 
ciety, nor to favour their wickednefs; but keep 
vurfelves unfpotted from the world, James i. 27. 
‘Thus we fee, I fay, the rule by which our 
converfation in the world fhould be fquared. 
In things which are abfolutely moral indeed, 
all rules of art fhould be affirmative: but in 
this point, a man may give a négative rule, 
which may be fafe and good. Do not as the 
world doth: do quite contrary to,them. It is 
a good rule to live by, to mark the courfes of 
worldly men, and to do the quite contrary. 
Worldly men give themfelves to covetoufne(s, 
to worldly pleafure, worldly lufts, worldly af- 
fections: now, it is a good rule of walk, to 
obferve what they do, and to do the quite con: 
trary. 
2. Hence we may fee, if it be the property 
of a trueChriftian, not to:be conformed to the 
world, how few true Chriftians there are in the 
world. There are many profeflors indeed, but 
few godly perfons: why? becaufe they are like 
the world; they live as others in the world do; 
they live as atheifts and infidels. Look to your- 
felf, man, woman; do you not even the fame 
things that the reft of the profane world do? 
Do you not live after the fame courfe, and at 
the fame rate?) They reftrain prayer before 
God, both in fecret, and in their families: 
they neglect the word; they regard it not, they 
obey it not; they fwell againit it, they fnarl 
at it: they break and profane the Sabbath; 
they omit the proper duties of it, and do thofe 


things which are in themfelves unlawful 


on that day: they are malicious; they are 
deceitful in their dealings: they live content: 
edly without Chrift; though they be poor, they 
live contentedly without the ¢ried sold of his 
grace; though they be blind, they live fatisfied 
without the eye-falve of his fpirit; though théy 
be naked, they live peaceably without the whiie 
raiment of his righteoufnefs. Now, what is 
your life? What'contrariety is there between 
you and the world? Do you not live the very 
fame way? O then, you are conformied to this 
world with the reft: and, how few are other- 
wife! Therefore there are but few faints in- 
deed; becaufe the moft part are conformed to 
the world, and taken up with the vanities of it. 

1 underftand there is to be a remarkable 
meeting here this week; an idle, vain’ rende- 
vous; 1 know not upon what pretence: but 
I fear the motto of it be, Vanity and Folly; if 
not Wickedne/s and Debauchery in the iffue: and 
in cafe that prove the iffue of it, I muft exoner 
miyfelf on the head. True ; fome may be think- 
ing, it is better that the minifter hold his peace; 
for, fay what he will, the company will but 
laugh at it when they are convened: But Ido 
hotvalue that; Imuft anfwer to God for what 
‘fay, and you muft anfwer for what you heat 
and do at his tribunal; and fee who will 
laugh there? * 

I have only a few quettions to propofe to all 


that defign to countenance that convention of . 


~ + Thefe notes have a relation to a remarkable Bart in Dumfermline, 
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idlenefs and folly. 1. Will it be no conformi. 
ty to the world, and foftering of its vanity and 
idlenefs, to give countenance thereto? 2° Will 
it be with a view. to glorify God, or edify any 
poor immortal foul, ‘that this meetitig thal} 
gather together?’ 3° Will it be of fuch’a nas 
ture, that any, who countenance it, dare Fo to 
God and pray fora blefling upon it? 4. Will 
it be of fuch a nature, and {hall not counteract 
and contradict the call of providencé, at this 
day, which’ calls us rather to mourning and 
weeping, than to joy and gladnefs? ' ¢) Wallir 
bea meeting of God’s approbation, and fich ag 
they fhall beable to account for, at his awful’ 
tribunal, without fear of fhame? 6. Will it 
be fuch'a meeting, as that your countenancin 
it, will give ground of joyful refle@ion, when 
your eye-ftrings are breaking, and your fouls’ 
flying out of your bodies ‘into eternity? 

If thefe queftions can be anfwered in the po- 
fitive, and that it be indeed a meeting of this 
nature, then [ have no quarrel with it: burt if 
otherwife, and that none of thefe things can 
be faid of it, then I proteft againft it; in God’s 
great name; and take inftruments, inthe hands 
of your confciences, that Ido fo. And I would 
earneftly exhort all, that defire to be followers 
of Chrift, that they would beware of it, as they 
would not offend God, nor grieve the genera- 
tion of the righteous, and be guilty of con- 
formity to the world: for, before ever it come, 
it hath no favour of Heaven about‘it; and, I 
fear, the intereft of hell be advanced, and the 
vanity of the mind promoted by it. 

Why, fay you, it is but defigned-for'a little 
diverfion and recreation. Indeed, it is eafy for 
perfons to put a fait face upon a foul defign:: 
but, I fear, the proniifcuous dancin g and revel- 
ling that I hear is défigned, together with the 
drinking and caroufing that‘ may take place, 
will difcover that the god of this world will be 
the great mafter-conveener, and the hufts of the® 
world will be the great diverfion; ‘even the ifs 
of the flefh, the lifts of the eye, and the pride of hfe, 

A meeting for prayer and humiliation would 
be more fuitable for the fad ftate of the fouls 
of many of thofe who have fuch defigns in 
view: for, it is to be feared, fome will give 
countenance to that vanity, by whom the or 
dinances of Chrift have been little countenane- 
ed thefe twelve months; and fome who will 
find more pleafure in fuch merry caballing, 
than ever they found in God’s fanétuary all 
their days; which fays, that they have more 
need that God fet them to their knees, ‘to de- 
pricate the vengeance that is hanging over their 
guilty heads, than that the devil fet them on 
their feet, to dance away merrily to hell, + 

3. Hence fee, that it is no wonder that relis 
gious perfons be cried down for nicenefs and 
figularity. Indeed, religion muft be crofs, and 
contrary to the world. © If this be fingularity, 
not to walk as thofe do that make no confci- 
ence of duty, but mock and jeft at better things 
than they will imitate, then we muft be fin- 
gular: If this be to be vile, as David faid in ans 
other cafe, then we /hall be more vile, Why, fay 
you, fhall we expofe ourfelyes to be traduced 
as proud, precife, and fingular perfons, who 


ia which much’ promifcuous dancing, levity, and ebtite 


took place, — If there was, at that time, fo much occafion for our Author to inveigh fo feverely againft fuck) promifcuons affembling a 


caballing, drinking and revelling ; ho 

come fo univerfal among all ranks, an 
" difcredit of religion, 

foul in the iffue, 


‘much more reafon now, in thefe days of profanity .and prodigality, when, thele practices are bee. 
nd carried to greater extremes, efpecially in populous cities and places, to the difhonour of God, | 2 
the canfumption of precious tine, the wafting of the fubfance, follring the Vanity of the mind, and the'rhin of 
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think none fo good as ourfelves?' Why, Sirs, 
it is better that the world fpeak ill of us with- 
out caufe, than that God fhould be angry at 
us, and proceed againit us on juft reafon. 

4. Hence we may fee, what a weak argu- 
ment it is, that is only drawn from multitudes 
and univerfality. Mott men do fo and fo; yea, 
all men do fo and fo; and why fhall not we 
follow their example? But the apoftle’s argu- 
ment is quite of another nature, Eph. iv. 17,20. 
1 tefify, in the Lord, that henceforth ye walk not as 
other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, &c.; 
but ye have not fo learned Chrif. See 1 Theflliv. 5. 
where we are told, chat itis but a poor, vain, 
weak argument for one to urge, Others do fo 
and fo; and therefore why not I? Why, Paul’s 
argument is quite the reverfe; Let us not /leep 
as others do: let us not drink and tipple as o- 
thers do; but let us watch and be fober, 1 Thef. v.6. 


Non-conformity to the world faith, on the con- 


trary to this carnal reafoning, “Let us not 
* fleep,. as others do; let us not fwear, as o- 


“ thers do; let us not profane the Sabbath, as. 


“ others do; let us not commit uncleannefs, 
* as others do; let us not lye, as others do; 
* let us not fteal and cheat, as others do; let 
“ us not livein the omiflion of religious duties 
“ and ordinances, as others do; let us not live 

« without God and Chrift, and in the neglect 
“ of eternity, as others do.” It is a weak ar- 
gument for one to fay, “ Lord help us, if all 
“ others bein the wrong but you; if all thofe 
* that have authority, numbers, and multitude 
*' on their fide be in the wrong, and you only 
“ right.” This way of reafoning crofles the 
very {cope of the text, Be not conformed to this 
world: which fuppofes that the world is all 
wrong, and that very few in it are right; even 
a few that are not of the world. 

*" 5. Hence fee, that the wicked world need not 
quarrel with the /aints for refraining their compa- 
ny: why, God encourages them to do fo; yea, 
commands them to do fo: Now, we command 
you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Fefus Chrift, 
that ye withdraw from every brother that walketh 
diforderly, 2 Theff.iii.6. Why, fhould we efteem 
them as dogs, and trample upon them? No; 
we are to withdraw from them, in pity to their 
fouls: we are to mourn for their fins; to pray 
for their converfion; to ufe all proper means 
to reduce them to their duty; and to exercife 
all manner of hofpitality and civility towards 
them: but, in the mean time, to withdraw 
from intimate fociety and fellow/hip with them; 
faying, as Jacob faid to Simeon and Levi, O my 
Joul, come not thou into their fecret ; and unto their af- 
JSembly, mine honour, be not thou united, Gen. xlix. 6. 
For God hath commanded us not to be con- 
formed to them. Where, by the bye, we fee 
alfo how low an efteem the Lord hath of the 


wicked world; he will not allow his faints to 


Keep company with them. 

. 6, Hence fee the vanity of all thofe /hifts and 
excufes whereby people cover their conformity 
to the world. But to fpeak of thefe fhifts will 
fall more natively in upon the following ufe: 
only I would obferve here, that many indulge 
themfelves in entertaining fellowfhip with the 
unfruitful works of darkne/s, and communion with 
the wicked, and conformity to them, and yet 
never think it is ill done; they have never the 
leaft. check or challenge for it; while they do 
not fee their own guilt'in affociating with the 
avicked, nor can they charge themfelves with 
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the fault of their affociates. Many wilfully 
delight in fuch company, whom they know 
hath no relifh for religion; ‘whofe difcourfe is 
not feafoned with fait; and whofe ill breath dif- 
cover that their lungs are infected; being de- 
praved in their morals, dangerous in their com= 
munication, {candalous in their lives, errone- 
ous in their principles, and wear their faults 
upon their foreheads, fo as to be pointed at, by 
common obfervation, as notorious and flagiti- 
ous, and defpifers of God, his word, his peo- 
ple, and his ordinances, Pfal, i. 1. 


Ufe 2. Again, the doctrine may be improv- 
en for reproof to all that are conformed to the world; 
and particularly to aH that, having a profeffion of 
religion, and yet. keep company with the hoof, 
and wicked of the world, notwithflanding the 
call of God, Eph. v. 11. Have no fellow/bip with 
the unfruitful works of darkne/s, but rather reprove 
them. Notwithftanding the danger that is in 
fuch fellowfhip: the danger of infection; for, 
as he that walketh with the wife fhall be wife ; fo, 
he that walketh with fools, will learn of them 
their folly: the danger of puni/hment and fuffer- 
img ; for, the companions of fools hall be deftroyed: 
and the danger of /candal; fo Jehofaphat’s join= 
ing in affinity with Ahab, did eclipfe his ho- 
nour, and became fcandalous; Shouldef thou 
help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? 
therefore is wrath upon thee from before the Lord, 
2 Chron. xix. 2.— How doth this doctrine con- 
demn all fuch as profe/s the name of God, and yet 
fay, as the Ifraelites to Samuel, Nay, but we 
will be like other nations, 1 Sam, viii. 20.. Tell 
many a man, You mutt not do fo and fo, for 
thus.do Turks and Tartars, and the barba- 
rous nations of the world; you mutt not join 
in affinity with the people of thefe abominati- 
ons; you muft not walk in vanity and idle- 
nefs; you muft walk honeftly as in the day, not in 
rioting and drunkenne/s, not in chambering and wan- 
tonnes ; for thus much the fecure people of the 
world do: urge them with this argument, and 
what will they fay? Why, this is to be too 
ftrict and precife; this is to be contrary to all 
the world; and this is to be fingular: yea, this 
is but a proud, hypocritical fuperftition of our= 
felves, from all the reft of mankind. Alas! 
what carnal reafoning is this againft the clear 
command of God? Be not conformed to this world. 

Quest. Who are they that conform and fafhion 
themfelves according to this world ? e 

Answ. Thofe that take the example of men, and 
not of the word of God, for the rule of their ac- 
tions. The greateft and moft eminent have 
their infirmities, and are fubject to manifold 
failings. We areto be followers of none, but _ 
as they are followers of Chrift, 1 Cor. xi, 1. 

2. Thofe that make their ancefors the patron 
of their religious fervices: Our fathers burnt in- 
cenfe to the queen of heaven, and fo will we. Our 
fore-fathers were of fuch a religion and per- 
fuafion, and fo will be. We fee no ground to 
differ from the religion of our predeceflors. 

3. Thofe that follow a multitude to do evil; and 
walk in the broad way of wickednefs, for the 
fake of company: but, when vice becomes ge- 
neral, fingularity becomes a virtue. When 
any error, in judgment or practice, becomes 
univerfal, then fingularity becomes a necefla- 
ry duty. . fit nls ate) See eee, 

4. Thofe that rule their ations by the wii] 
of their fuperiors; fo Irael pts 7 a eee 
. while 
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while.yet great men are not always’ the beft 


men. Thoie are chargeable with conformi-. 


ty to'the world, who, to pleafé great men, will 
make bold with light and confcience direting 
. them another way. 

5. Thofe who hing their faith to the belt of bu- 
man wifdom and learning ; that follow thofe whom 
they think the wifeit men, thedeepeft divines, 
and moft learned doctors. It is the devil’s po- 
licy to feduce the world by fuch blazing lighr, 
as the ferpent beguiled Eve; and the Pharifees 
mifled the people, faying, Have any of the rulers 
and Pharifees believed on bim? Have any of the 


learned Rabbies fallen in with that man? But: 


this people who know not the law are accurfed. 


by countenancing them: whether it be the fins 
of fore-fathers, looking backwards; orthe fins 
of pofterity looking forwards; or the fins of 
the prefent generation we live among, looking 
round about us. And people may be charge- 
able many ways with the fins of others. 
Quest: How 1a perfon chargeable with the 
fis of others? LQ . 
Answ. We are chargeable with the fins of o- 
thers,more generally two ways; either by imita- 
~ ton or interpretation: when we imitate others in’ 
their finful practices, or put too favourable glof- 
fes upon their vicious courfes. More.particular- 
ly; We are chargeable with the fins of others: 
when we command others to fin; as Pharaoh com- 
mianded to murder.the Hebrew children, and 
Heérod to kill the babes of Bethlehem, and Ne- 
buchadnezzar to worfhip the golden image: 
they were guilty of all that murder and idola- 
try.— When we coun/e/ others tofin; foBalaam 
did the children of Ifrael.— When we ‘conjcnt to 
the fin. of others; fo Saul confented to the death of 
Stephen:—When we conceal the fins of others, 
and‘domot reveal them, and reprove the com- 
miitters of them, and ufe all proper methods to 


bring them to condign punifhment forthem.—-: 


When we conffrain cthers to fin ; either by com- 
pulfion, provocation, or enticing! of :them.— 
When we /educe others into fin, by fly artifices, 
infnaring fuggeftions, and taking arguments; 
and fogain their aflent to our vicious ways. — 
When we commend and praze others for their fin- 
ful courfes,‘and applaud them in their fin. — 
When we with them /ucce/; in their evil courfes; 
for, be that biddeth them good fpeed, is a partaker of 
their evil deeds:—When we do no correc? and pu- 
nif. people for their fin, as we have accefs, in 
our capacities; whether as magiftrates, parents,, 
mafters, or otherwife related. — When we d-: 
fend and jufirfy fin, and call evil good and good evil; 
and do not condemn fin, nor hinder the commi/h-- 
on of it, when it is in our power to do fo.— 
Yn a word, when we.give or taken 7/l example 
in fm; or when we learn at others, and others. 
learn ‘at us, any finful ways, — And finally, 
when we rejoice at the fins of others, and take 
pleafure in them that do fo. - . 
~ In all thefe cafes we are chargeable with the 
fins of others, and fo with conformity to a fin- 
ful world. And, indeed, as I had occafion late- 
ly to obferve on another fubject, this may let 
us fee, that many will have fins to anfwer for 
that they never dreamed. of: not only their 
own fins, but all the fins,of other men, that 
ever they countenanced inthis manner, and 
never ferioufly reproved and mourned over. 
It is poflible one may fay to a reprover of. 
_ his fins, “ What have you todo with me? you 
*AVO.. II. . soe 6 
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“will not anfwer for my fins.. What hath the 
“ munifter ado with my faults, my particular 
“ failings? Why doeshe take upon him to rip 
“up my fores? O;man!. you do not confi- 
der:sWe mutt anfwer not, only for our own 
fins, but for all the fins,.that we countenance 
and encourage; and forall the fins that we do 
not reprove, lament over, and repent of. Alas! 
little do the world, confider,, what need. they 
have of Chrift.asia Saviour. and Redeemer, to 
raniom them from the guilt, not only of their 
own fins, but.their, guilt of other mens fins. 
Little do the companions of drunkards, {wear-. 
ers, fornicators, Sabbath-breakers, and {uch 


| - like, confider how they ly involved in the guilt 
+ 6. All that are chargeable with other mens fins, 


of all the fins of thofe, with whom they affo- 
ciate themfelves, and whofe wickedne(s they . 
connive at;.and confent unto, or make a jeft 
of. However, all thefe now are guilty of fa-. 
fhioning themfelves like unto the world. 

But, carnal, reafon will produce .manifold 


» pleas why people fhould, be like their neigh- 


bours. And if any afk, What are thefe pleas and 
JSbifis? Wemight reply, by condefcending up- 
on the four following, amongft many others. 

Plea rs“ Tmutt contorm myfelf, faith one, to 
‘*. the company I converfe with, that] may not 
** be reckoned-morofe, ill-natured, and.unfociable ; 
“ Dut become all things. to all men.” 

Reply. You mutt know, if you be religious 
at all, you muft not be neuters in religion: 
you mu(t be either hot or cold; either wholly 
for God, or wholly for Baal. Where. courte/y 
will not comply with religion, and yield to it, 
it becomes cruelty to the foul, To.comply. with 
a courfe of idlenefs and vanity, out, of a pre- 
tence of good nature and fociablenefs, is to be- 
wray the want of a new nature, and of {weet 
fellowfhip with Chrift.,It is true, civa/fociery 
isno where’ forbidden; unlefs it degenerate into 
levity, vanity,’ idlenefs, chambering, and’ wan-, 
tonnefs : but zntwmate fociety with thofe that have 
no fear of God, no. {mell, of. religion, or: of, 
Chrift, \in their words and.a¢tions,. can neyer 
be juftified, whatever {hife or plea be made ufe, 
of for that end. 

Plea 2... Why, faith;anorher,.I muf,con- 
form myfelf to, and join with fuch a drunk- 
en company, fometimes;. for they.are my 
cuftomers, with whom I buy and fell, and on 
“ whom my livelihood depends. and, | hope; . 
“itis not unlawful for me to go and. drink 
“with them.” ; 

Reply. Though I faid before, that non-con- 
formity to the world doth. not. exclude traffic 
and merchandife; yet I fhall add. here, that 
though it be not unlawful, but,neceflary, on 
many accounts, both to drink and eat with. 
moderation, and to, trade and traffic;with ho- 
nelty ;, yet, 1 hope, none will thenceinfer; that, 
it is lawful either to make unneceflary fociety 
with the wicked, or, drunkennefs, a part of 
their trade.. Your livelihood doth. not depend 
upon thefe, but upon the providence of God; 
it is bis blefing that maketh rich;-and ,the Lord 
needs no finful fhift of ours, to fupply his 
courte of providence....As Chrift faith, Which of 

you, by takmg thought, can add.acubit.to his lature ? 
Matth. vi..27.; 10, who can addia penny to his 
eftate by drunkennefs, or conformity to drun-. 
kards? yea, though you fhould gain the whale 
world, you lofe more than you gain, by every. 
finful. compliance; for, what is 4. man profited, 
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though be /hall gain the. whole world, if he lofe bis. 
Y ; ‘ See 


foul? 
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foul? Mat. xvi. 26. He makes'a dangerous ad+ 
“venture, that hazards his precious foul to gain 
the trifles of a perifhing world. | 

Plea 3. “ Why, faith a-third, may not Laf 
“ fociate with the wicked, that I may reclaim 
‘“‘ them; for fo did Chritt?” 

Reply. Chritt’s ‘office was a Phyfician to fave 
and heal difeafed finners. Take heed it be not 
zeal in you, but prefumption: be fure of a 
call. And again, Chrift could not be mjected 
with any man’s vice: if you had fuch a prefer- 
vative, then you might go in peace through 
the midi of plagues. — Indeed, the nature of 
grace is to diffufe itfelf, and communicate good 
to others; yet many, who make this their pre- 
tence, to convince or convert others, do not 
confider. the deceitfulnefs of their own hearts, 
and what finful by-ends they are led by, even 
under this colour. But, indeed, if a man had 
a clear call to join in; for a while, with a com- 
pany of vain perfons, and to fit with them, 
which the pfalmift owns he /hunned, faying, 7 
have not fat with vain perfons; I fay, thougha 
man had the cleareft call to join company with 
fuch, he had need todo as the phyficians, when 
they go into an infected place, they arm them- 
felves with fome antidotes: fo fhould we do, 
if we go into fuch company; we have need 
to. be armed with faith, and prayer, and 
holy refolution, and heavenly wifdom, fuch 
as may work more ftrongly than the plague 
of fin and fubtilty of Satan, which we are to 
encounter with. 

Plea 4. “ Some will plead the violence of im- 
“ portunity: {ach acompany doth urgeand prefs 
* me; and if I refufe to join with them, they 
“. will {coff and fcorn me.” 

Reply. lf you can never refift a temptation 
to fin, you have no evidence of being a child 
of God: but by refifting fuch affaults as thefe, 
sroviderice gives you an occafion both of oppof- 
ing fin in yourfelves, by your refufal; and of 
deftroying it in others, by your example. If they 
{coff and fcorn, do you pity; and blefs the Lord 
that hath given you better counfel, than to run 
with them into the /ame exce/s of rit. The more 
they thew themfelves to be {coffers and fcorn- 
ers of religion and grace, the more are they to 
Be refifted, with this meditation, Bleed is the 
anan-that.walketh not in the counfel of the ungodly, nor 
flandeth in the way of finners, nor fitteth in the feat of 
the feornful, Pfal.i.1. Make not their violent 
importunity your excufe: for, when they call 
you one way, and Chrift calls you another, 
you need not be ata‘lofs to know what hand 
to turn to... They fay, Come with us, Prov.i. 11. 
Chrift faith, Come with me, Song iv.8. And whe- 
ther it is better to obey God or man, judge ye, Acts 
iv. 18. .When they are faying, Follow us; re- 
member that Chriftis faying, Follow me: and 


the grace of God. that bringeth falwation teacheth us, 


that denying ungodline/s and worldly lufis; we /hould 
hive Joberly, righteoufly, and godly, im this prefent 
world, ‘Tit. ii. 11, 12.—But I proceed to another 
ufe from the doétrine. 
“Ufe 3. This do&trine may be applied for tral 
and examination. You may try your ftate by this 
dodtrine, whether you be conformed: to the 
world ornot. 04) iat Bee cae 
Quest. How fhall I know whether I be conform- 

ed to the. world Or.mat 2), OY a 
_ANsw. You may Know it thefe three ways, 
i; By your flate and condition, 2. By your 
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frame‘and difpofition. 3..By your life and con~- 
verfation. hg | 

[x.], You may know whether. or not:you be 
conformed to the: world, by your:/ate and con- 
dition, If you be not conformed .to the world, then 
your ftate is fuch as that word defcribes; They 
are not of the world, even as lam not of the world, 
John xvii. 16." And if it be {till enquired by 
any, How /hall I know if my fate be fo changed, that 
I am not of this world? We may reply to this as 
follows: If you be not of this world, let me 
afk you, How came you out of it? There are three 
things which contribute to bring a perfon out 
of this world: fee if you know.thefe. Were 
you ever brought out of this world, 1. By re-> . 
generation; 2. By confent; 3. By compulfi- — 
on and force? : 

1. Were you ever brought out of this world, 
by regeneration; or the new birth. If you be not: 
of this world, then you are dorn again: hence: 
we have that expreflion,) that which is: born of; 
the flefh, is flefh; that which is born of the. Spr- 
rit, is fpirit. If you have been born of God, 
then you are not of the world: if never born) 
of God, then you are of the world, and con- 
formed to it. If you never knew any other: 
birth yet, but the natural birth, the finful 
birth; you are yet of this world. By generati 
on, we are of the world; but by regeneration, we 
come to be not of this world, John 1.13. Of his 
own will begat he us, with the word of truth, Jams 
i.18. If you have been regenerate, God him-~ 
felf hath been the efficient caufe; you: could 
never effectuate it by the poweriof narure. The 
will of God hath been the impulfive caufe 5 
For it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that-rune, 
eth, but of God that fhewth mercy. The word of. 
truth hath been the inftrumental caufe. Try; 
then if ever, by the means of the word, the. 
power of God hath been put’ forth, for make 
ing you a new creature, and bringing you to 
a-new world. . Miers 

2. By confent alfo is a: man: brought out of 
this: world: For, in the day of'God’s power the: 
man is made willing, willing.to forfake the 
world, and all the vanities thereof ; to forget 
his own people, and his Father's houfe; to look up 
on this world as not his home, and upon him- 
felf as a ftranger and pilgrim in it; and/to de- 

firea better country, that is, an heavenly: he is made 
to look for a city that hath foundations, whofebuild= 
er and maker is God. We is dead-to the world,, . 
and the world is dead to him: and as: webury. 
dead things out of our fight; fo he is content) 
to be rid of the world, and the world 1s con= 
tent to be rid of him: he cares not for the 
world, and the world cares not for him. — 

3. By force; 1 John‘ iv..4. Ye care of God, hittle 
children, and have overcome then; becaufe greater is: 
he thatis in you, than he that ism the world. Vf -youw 
afk then, How they come to’ be not of this 
world? It is even by force they overcome the 
world: and that partly by the price of bis blood, — 
who gave him/felf for our fins, that he mght deliver 

us from this prefent evil world; and {owe overcome! 
by the blood of Lamb: partly by the power of bis 


Spirit ; they recerve not the Spirit which is of thw 


world, but the Spirit which is of God, which is a 
Spirit of power, as well as of love and ajound: - 
mind; and frronger is the Spirit that is in them), than. 
the fpirit that is in the world. They overcome, not: 
by might nor by power, but by his Spirit, breaking. 
the power of fin'in them, and mortifying the 


_ Jove of the world-in them ;/and.making them: 
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' count all things but lofs and dung, for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrift Fefus our Lord. “Thus a 
man comes to be not of this'world: and fo you 
may try your non-conformity to the world by 
your ftate,” viz! your béing® not of ‘this world. 
For, if you be ‘not of this world, then’ you are 
not conformed to it. =~ ' \ 

But, on'the other hand, if you be of this 
world, then’ you are conformed to it, And there 
are three ways that difcover people to be of this 
world. , 

(1.) They that are of this world could be fa- 
tisfied to ive for ever in this world; and would 
care for no other heaven, no other paradife, 
but the pleafures, profits, and honours of this 
world. “Look in to your heart and thoughts, 
‘man: if you can be content with this world for 
_ your portion; if you could poflibly live and 


‘enjoy it for ever: if your could be fatisfied _ 


therewith, and defire no other heaven, it is an 
evidence you are of this world. 
(2.) They that are of this world, look upon 
the comforts of this world as realities ; but upon 
the promifes of God’s covenant as fancies. And 
hence they dote upon the things of this world, 
and take pleafure in them; but dare not truft 
God' with his promife, nor take comfort there- 


in. 

*(3.) They that are of this world, they look 
upon men as happy or miferable, according to the 
things they enjoy of this world: yea, though 
they fee them to be wicked men; yet, if they 
enjoy the outward things of this world, they 
judge them to be happy. Is it thus that you 
judge? Itis an evidence you are 'of this world; 
and confequently are conformed to the world. 

f2.] Try whether or not you be conformed 
to the world by your frame and di/pofition. If 
you be not conformed to the world, then your 
affections will be habitually fet upon things 
that are above: but if you be conformed to the 
world, then your affections will be habitually 
fet upon things below; and fo you mind earthly 
things. Here I will offer you a few marks of 
a perfon who minds éarthly things, and con- 
fequently is conformed to this world. 

1. When a man looks upon earthly things 
as the mott beautiful and entnent things, that is 
an evidence that he minds earthly things, and 


the fountain is, by the immediate bullering of 
it near the {pring, than by the ftreams afar off; 
For, as he thinketh in his heart, fois be, Pro. xxiii. 7. 
A man is as he thinketh in his heart, when 
earthly thoughts are fweeteft. I {peak not of 
thofe thoughts which a perfon, through weak- 
nefs‘or temptation, may be fubject unto: but 
of thofe' which are fweeteft unto the foul; fuch 
as are the habitual delight of his heart’ ~ 
43. The man minds earthly things, whofe 
heart cleaves to the earth. Difcourfe to fuch a 
man never fo much of the vanity of this earth, 
he may give you a hearing; but his heart {till 
cleaves tothe earth: talk to him never fo much 


of the glory. of heaven, and the happine/s of the 
ill his heart cleaves to the earth: 


faimts; yet 
yea, he himfelf may comment and flourifh in 
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his difcourfe concerning the vanity of all things 
in'the world; ‘and yet ftill his heart cleave to 
the‘earth:: ‘ 

4: The'earthly-minded mani is filled with d- 
Jracling cares about the things of this earth. If 
he be difappointed as to'thefe things, he looks 
upon ‘himfelf as undone? God, and Chrift, and 
the promifes, none of them ‘can give him any 
contentment or comfort, ‘if his idols on the 
earth be removed ; if he mifcarries ‘there, he 
is undone: They have take away my gods, and 
what have more? His greateft bufinefs, and 
ftrongeft endeavours, are the adequate object 
of his earthly mind; they take up the whole 
ftrength of his foul. 

s. Ina word, an earthly man paffes through 
many difficulties, about earthly things, and is ne- 
ver weary, becaufe he is in his element: ‘he is 
like the fifh in the fea. A man is foon weary 
of fwiming in the water, becaufe itis not his 
element; but the fith is not weary, *becaufeé it 
isitselement. An earthly man is quickly wea- 
ry of {piritual duties; whereas a fpiritual’man 
calls the Sabbath his delight. An earthly men 
will not go through with his work, becaufe 
his heart and mind is elfewhere —If you mind 
earthly things at this rate, as l have fhewn, 
it is a fhrewd evidence of a worldly frame; 
and this worldly frame and difpofition is an e- 
vidence of conformity to the world. 

[3.] You may know whether you be’ cons 
formed to the world or not, by your df and 
converfation, by your words and actions. They 
that are of the world, they fpeak of the’ world, 
they deal with the world, their whole conver- 
fation {mells of the world; They favour no? the 
things that are of God, but the things that are’ of 
the world, Worldly difcourfe goes beft: away 
with them; worldly converfe is their pleafure; 
worldly wifdom is their difpofition; and world+ 
ly company is their delight: but their delight is 
not in the faints, the excellent ones in the earth. And, 
indeed, thofe that can take pleafure in vain, 
wicked, light, and leud company, but never 
affected fellowfhip with the faints, nor'com- 
pany with the godly, about foul matters, they 
difcover their great conformity to the’ world, 


andtheir want of conformity to God'and Chritt. 


Ufe 4. “This doctrine may be improven for 


exbortation, or déhortation, in the words ‘of the © 


text: O Sirs, be not conformed to this world: Some 
fober heathens have fometimes'expreffed the’ 
greateft diflike to the vanity of ‘this world: 
Socratesthought it one of the greateft torments 


- of men, in another life, ‘to be ‘bownd to com- 


mit thofe fins wherein they moft delighted in 
this life. 
& ahs and born to greater things;'than that 


fhould be a flave to my body.” ‘And’ Tully © 


thought him not worthy the name of a man, 
that could {pend a whole day in carnal plea- 


fure. And furely they do ‘not deferve the name 
of ‘Chriftians, who’ can {pend a whole day in - 


worldly:carnal pleafure and recreation, ‘How 
will thofe heathens rife up in judgment againtt 
us, if we live‘in conformity to the world! © 

In order to inforce the” éxhortation, we ad- 
duce the following motives. Confider, that con- 
formity to the world is adultery, idolatry, en- 
mity, and contrariety to the power of religion. » 


1, It is adultery, {piritual adultery. Ifa man’s ~ 
| heart goes after another woman, more than his 
~-owifé; or a woman’s heart more after another 


man than her hufband, it is adultery: fo, if our 
heart 


Seas 


Seneca faid of himfelf,'“f am’ too ° 


Be he 


heart go a whoring after any thing in the 
world, more than our Maker, who is our huf- 
band, it is fpiritual adultery. 7 

2. It is idolatry. As covetou/ne/s is called idola- 
try; fo, conformity to the world, is worfhip- 
ping of idols. If a man fhouldcarnally affect 
a. queen, or an emprefs, though the mott 
beautiful woman in the world, inftead of his 
own wife, it is a great'fin; but if he forfake 
a queen, a moft beauuful perfon, for a dung- 


hill raker, a nefty fcullion, it were a greater ~ 


evil: fo here, to forfake him who is altogether 
lovely, for the empty things of the world, Oh! 
what an evil is it! It is to depart from the foun- 
tain of living waters, and hew out to ourselves eifterns, 
broken cifterns, that can hold no water, 

_ 3. It is enmity; for, the carnal mind is enmity a- 
ganft God: the carnal man is enmity againtt 
God; and to embrace a carnal company is to 
embrace God’s enemies, and thofe that are ene- 
mies to all fpiritual good. 

. 4. [tis a contrariety to the power of godlinefs. 
Grace and godlinefs tend to alienate and dif- 
engage the heart fromthe world, and from 
all things under God: but this conformity to 
the world, is directly contrary to this end. 
‘And, indeed, let a man have the fweeteft and 
‘moft-awful impreffions made upon his heart 
by the word, and let him go ftreight in toa 
carnal company; behold! how quickly will 
his impreflions be removed, and convictions 
ftifled thereby ! 
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We fhall now conclude the fubjeé& with a — 
few directions; and we hall but juft name them 
in fo:many words. / fio. 

1. Seek to be regenerated and born of God; born 
from above: for, he that is born of God is not 
conformed to the word; but is ¢ransfermed by the 
renewing of his mind. : 

2. Seek the Spirit to bring you by force out of 
this world; and to conquer the world for you. 
But concerning both thefe, we {poke at fome 
length on the ufe of ¢ria/; and fhall now pafs 
them. 

3. Be aware of wicked company ; and let your 
delight be in the faints, the excellent ones of the earth: 
and this, by the blefling of God, will bea 
mighty prefervative from being conformed to - 


the finful courfes and practices of the wicked - 


world. ; ae 

4. Be reftlefs till you attain conformity to the 
Lord Fefus Chri: and, in order thereto, feek dif- 
coveries of his glory, that, beholding it, :you 
may be changed into the fame image, from glory to 
glory, 2 Cor. 11.18. There is a {miting fayour — 
in the face of Chrift; they who fee him can- 
not but be like him, and defire to be like him: 
fo it is with thofe about the throne; They /hall 
be like him, for they fhall Jee him as he is. Confor- 
mity to Chrift is the beft cure of conformity 
to the world; for it makes the man to count-all 
things but lofs and dung, for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chrift. 
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The Vanity of Earthly Things and Worldly Enjoyments. * 


ECC 4. EB Sepieee. : 
Vanity of vanities, faith the Preacher; vanity of vanities, all is vanity. 


koned very witty: the words of a wife 
king, {peaking by experience, deferves 
f{pecial confideration; and much more the 
words of a wife king {peaking, by divine infpi- 
ration, deferve the greateft regard, attention, 
and credit: all thefedo here concur. The words 
of our text are the words of Solomon, king of 
Ifrael; the words of the wifeft of mere men; 
the words of one who {poke from his own ex- 
perience; and, moreover, who {poke by the 
inf{piration of God. 
The fum of the difcourfe ftands in thefe two 


a HE words of a king are commonly rec- 


7 


have been placed after 


penman of this book. Where we have a three- 
fold defcription of him; - from his prefent of- 
fice, his pedigree, and his royal dignity. » 

1. He is called the Preacher ; and commen- 
tators obferve, that it comes from a word that 
fignifies to gather; intimating, that. now he 
was a penitent foul, gathered in from his wan- 
derings, gathered home to his duty, and come 
at length to himfelf; and that now he was a 


‘preaching foul, gathering in ftraying fouls to 


God: feeing he himfelf was reduced, here was 
his penitential-fermon, his recantation fer- 
mon; wherein, from the bottom of his foul, 
he fadly laments his own folly, in promifing 
himfelf fatisfaction, in the things of this world, 
and in the forbidden pleafures of fenfe; which 
now he finds more bitter than death. “And 
hence two things fhould be learned, 


- Sprm. CKXXVIIL, 


which fignifies, beloved of the Lord, Now, whom 
_ God loves, he loves to the end....And more. efpeci- 
ally the teftimony of Chrift, that all the prophets 
are in beaven, Luke xiii. 28. 1Now, Solomon was 
a prophet, feeing the whole {criptures were pen- 
ned by no others than prophets and apoflles, 2 Pet. 
1. 19, 20. Eph. ii. 20. 

(2.) We fhould hence learn to accept of this 
_ book with the greater regard... The fun,never 
fhines more glorioufly, than when it. breaks 
out of fome dark cloud; nor yet the graces of 
God’s Spirit than when broken furth out of the 
clouds of fins and temptations, into repentance. 
And. thus it was with David alfo, Pfal. li. 

2. The penman of this book here is-called, 
The Son of David. And his calling himfelf the 
Jon of David, teaches us, That he looked upon 
it as his great honour, novonly that he was the 
fon of a Prince, but the fon of fo good a man, 
a man after God's own heart; and that he looked 
upon it as a great aggravation of his fin, that 
he had fuch a father, who had given him fuch 

ood education, and put up many prayers for 
Ce cain: his calling himfelf the /ou of Da- 
vid, faith, that he looked upon this as an encou- 
ragement to his repentance, and a ground of his 
hope of mercy, feeing though David fell into 
fin, by which he fhould have been warned not 
to fin, yet David repented; and therein he took 
example from him, and. found mercy as he 
did.—But there is more here. His calling him- 
felf the fon of David, intimates his faith, that as 
he was the fon of the promife; he was the fon.of 
David, concerning whom God had faid, that 
though he would puni/h his miquities with the rod, 
yet he would not break his covenant with him, Pfal. 
XXXiX. 32, 33, 34. It was comfortable to Solo- 


ppreacher. > If, men of honour would lay 
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throne of ivory, ruling the people. 


THE VANITY OF WORLDLY THINGS 
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fuitable for them,--Wemay,learn, that it is 
no di/grace to any man, orany.man’s children, 
to be preachers: Solomon and David, both kin gs 
and both prophets, are of the number; Solo- 
mon ftudying to teach the people knowledge, Eccl. 
xu.9,10. The Angels, higher than the hi ghett 
man, are all minifering fprits, Heb. i. 14.,..Yea, 
Curist, the Prince of the kings of the earth, was 
the great New-Teftament Preacher. Thus 
you have the Penman defcribed in the title of 
the book; The words, of the Preacher, the Jon of 
David, king of Ifrael. 

The fecond verte lays before us the general 
dotirgne of the book; Vanity of vanities, faith; the 
Predther 3 vanity of vanities, all zs vanity. Where, 
more particularly, we have, 1. The judgement 
paft upon all. earthly things...2. The perfon 
paffing this judgment. | 

if, To begin with the lat of thefe ; we have; 
the perfon that pafles this judgment, that.a// 
vanity ; it is {aid to be the Preacher. .1 told you 
already what was the meaning of ithe word, 
viz, one that is gathered by grace to God, who had. 
learned, by his experience, the vanity of sall 
things in time; and was convinced, that there 
was no real advantage in purfuing after thefe 
things. Who is it that thus fpeaks lightly, of 
the world? Indeed, it is one who was.a very 
competent judge, as much as ever any man 
was. Many {peak contemptibly of the world, 
either becaufe they are hermits, and know.it 
not;, or beggars, and have it not: But. Solo- 
mon Knew it, and had enough of it too; and 
he {poke it as one having authority, not only 
as a king,’ but as a prophet and preacher; he 
{poke in God’s name, being divinely inf{pired. 
And, as-fome think, one main things he. defign- 
ed, was, 'to {hew that the everlatting throne 
and kingdom, which God had been lately pro- 
mufing to David and-his feed, (for Chrift was 
alfo the fon.of David) muft be of another world: . 
for all things in this, world are fubje& to wa- 
nity;, and therefore have not in them {ufficient 
to anfwer the extent of that promife, | If Solo- 
mon found all things to be vanity; then the 
kingdom.of the Mefliah muft come; in which 
only we can inherit /ubfance. And, indeed, the 
very end and defign! otf our preaching to you, 
concerning the wanity. of the world, is to recom- 
mend Chrij-to you; feeing, though you fhould 
inherit all things your heart can defire in time, 
you.do but inherit pafling {hadows.and.vani- 
ty: but in Chrift you will, inherit .everlafting 
and fubftantial goodnefs, faith the Preacher; 
Prov.-vili. 21. bas in od oaihor rs 

Solomon fet the feal of his teftimeny,to the 
vanity Of all earthly things, after.the trial of 
them; . they, that .have;had«the. moft-trial of 
earthly comforts, are, moft) ready, to avouch, 
and moft, able to preach, the vanity of ‘them, 
Experience is a divine teftimony, as being taken 
from the works of God,.in the event of thin gs 
coming to,pafs, by: providence: and, experience 
is of . great authority, with men, .as being an 
argument, more fenfible, and lefs fubje@ to ig- 
norance and error.— And hence we may fee 
the great difference between earthly and hea- 
venly, things:. for earthly.things, feem good, 
till men get a trial of them, and then they are 
found vain, altogether. vain; ) but heavenly 
things feem vain, till men get a trial of them, 
and then, upona fufficient trial, they are found 
to be excellent. HY 4 


All is vanity, faith the Preacher. There is one 
Z . 


that 
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that draws a very flrange inference from this 
word, viz. that reading is preaching ; becaufe So- 
lomon calls his book, though read, the preacher. 
But in anfwer to this, Solomon doth not call 
his book, but HIMSELF, the preacher.—And again, 
one might rather infer from this, that writing 
is preaching ; and that one may deliver his fer- 
mon by writing. But that reading is preaching, 
doth not follow from this. Why, in writing, 


aminifter may and doth make ufe of fpiritual - 


gifts, requifite in a prophet or preacher, to the 
exercife of his minifterial gifts; but not fo in 
Peading, which even a {chool-boy may perform, 
thatnever attained any fpiritual gift at all. -— 
Thus much concerning the per/on pafling this 
judgment. 

edly, We have the judgment paft upon all 
earthly things, vaniT¥ 3 Vanity of vanities, va- 
nity of vanities, all is vanity) Where obferve three 
things, (1. The /uject of the determination; or 
the thing he paffes his judgment upon, in the 
particle al/. 2. The determination itfelf, or the 
judgment he pafles upon them, it is vanity. 3. 
The aggravation of, or emphatic manner wherein 
he pafies his judgment; Vanity of vanities, vant- 
ty-of vanitiés, all 1s vanity. 

1, The /ubject, or the thing he pafles his judg- 
ment on, namely, aL; viz. all that isin the 
avorld: all the pleafures, all the profits, all the 
honours, all the preferments, all the lufts of 
theworld; all things under the fun that a man 
can fet’ his heart upon; all worldly employ- 
mentsand enjoyments; all things befides God, 
and confidered as abftract from him. 

2. The judgment he pafles upon all thefe is, 
vanity. © The things of the world are either 
tobe confidered in themfelves, as the creatures 
of God, and fo they cannot be called all vani- 
ty;becaufe they were all very good, fhewing 
forth his power and glory: but confider them 
with refpect to men, and his expecting fatisfac- 
tion’ in them, and thus they are vanity; they 
will difappoint: them who feek happinefs in 
them ; they are vain: and not only fo, but, 
93. Obferve the aggravation of this judgment, 
or the emphatic manner of the preacher's expref- 
fioh of this matter; they are not only vazn, but 
vanity in the abftract; and not only fo, but va- 
nity over'and-over again, three feveral times 
tepeated? As ifi he had faid,; They are vanity, 
Wanity, vanity; and not only fo, but the fountain 
of vanity; and therefore called, Vanity of vani- 
ties; avid again, vanity of vanities: intimating, 
the vaineft vanities, vanity in the higheft de- 
gree, nothing-but vanity; fuch a vanity as is 
the caufeof'a great deal of vanity: And again, 
hot only this;) but the redoubling of the ex- 
preflion, intimating. the’ certainty of the thing, 
and with what.a ftrong coriviction the preach- 
er fpoke,; what a deep fenfé he had of this va- 
nity of all things. So:that his judgment is 
here exaggerated; 1. By exprefling itin the con- 
crety Vanity. is. By calling it, Vamty' of vanities. 
3, By repeating and redoubling this fentence, 
Vanity of vambhies, vanity of vanities. 4. By trip- 
ling the doctrine which he intended to make 
good, Vanity Of vanities; faith the preacher ; vanity 
of vanities, allis vanity... The truth of which 
doctrine he proved at large, by may cogent ar- 
gumients, in the fequel of this fermon in this 
book. BO, WETS F 4 webriget ttt Sy an ; J 
bs The do&trinal propofition’ we intend to illu- 
ftrate from the words, thus explained; fhall be 
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Serm. CXXXVUE. 
“ORsERve That all earthly enjoyment, and world- 


ly things, are vain and empty.” | 
And in fpeaking to Solomon’s text here, viz. 
The emptine/s and vanity of the world, we would 
incline, through divine favour, to do the fol- 
lowing things. . . 


I. Confider what it is 7m the world that is fo 
vain and empty. | 

II. Enquire what is zmported in its being var, 
and vanity itfelf; and in the phrafe, Vanity 
of vanities, vanity of vanities. 

Ill. Offer fome arguments to prove the truth of 
the doctrine, viz. that all is vain and empty. 

IV. Give the reafons of it, why itis fo. 

'-V. Deduce fome' inferences for the application, 

to fhew what improvement we ought to. 


make of this doctrine. | . 

I. We return to the firft thing propofed, To 
confider what it is i the world that 1s fo vain 
and empty. Here, for preventing all miftakes, 
and obviating every wrong turn of thought; 
in the progrefs of this difcourfe, I would have 
you remember, that I fpeak not of the things 
of the world abjolutely confidered in themfelves ; 
for thus many things in the world are good 
and ufeful, in many refpects, when ufed ac- 
cording to God’s allowance: but I confider the 
world here, and the things of it, as wholly va- 
nity, in the following refpects. £ 

1. When /éparate from God: without God the 
good things of the world are not feen as com- 
ing from him, nor improven for leading to 
him; but efteemed in themfelves above God, 
fo as men are lovers thereof more than lovers of God, 
And fo, ts | 

2. When it is made a man’s happinefs, or any 
part of his happinefs; and fo-he makes it his” 
end, his fatisfaction, his reft, his God: for 
thus many make the world their god, their 'belly 
their god. es 
3. When oppofing or hindering the fervice of God: 
when it fteals away the heart from duty; and 
fteals away the heart from ordinances, and {6 
obftructs the fervice of God: 

4. When it furthers and promotes fm, and is 
made the fuel for feeding and maintaining cor- 
rupt lufts and affections: when it is but the 
food of pride and ambition, the food of cove- 
toufnefs and carnality, the food of fenfuality 
and lafcivioufnefs, or the like. Why,in fuch 
refpetts as thefe, the world; and things im it, 
ought to be lookéd upon as bafe and contemp- 
tible vanity ; and to be defpifed, oppofed, and 
iver this ipa ad ener aia. soa gt J 6 orkck aN Sieh So arb. 

- But now, if the queftion be afked, What is it in 
the world that'ts vain and empty?” Why, faith the 
Préacher, A/lis vanity. This word comprehends 
more than ‘we Can tell; for we will ‘not get 
through all that is included in it. ‘We fhall 
name a few of 'thefe things in the world that. 
Ste Mit varhty2 Bavat halhade sear a 
“4. All the profits and riches ‘of ‘the world’ are 
vanity; He that loveth filvér, fall ‘not be fatisied 
with filver; nor be that loveth abundance, with in- 
creaje: this is alfo vanity. sink ape dtr 
are increajed that eat them: and no goodis tothe owners — 
thereof, faving “capone A them with their eyes? 
Eccl. v. 10, ri. Let aman find as much riches 
as ever Solomon found, ‘he ¢annot find hap- . 
pinefs therein, Where is it that fatisfying rich- 
es are to be had?’ No’ where but in Chrift: 
Riches and hokiours arewith me; yea, durable riches 
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and rig hteoufne/s, Prov. viii: 18.° SAN the riches 
of grace and glory are:to ‘be found in Chritt. 

~ 2. AW the pleafures and dehghts of the world 
are vanity; / faid in mine heart, Go to now, I will 
prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleafure : and 
behold this alfo is vanity. I faid of laughter, It is 
mad: and of mirth, what doth it? Eccl: ii. 1,2. See 
how he enumerates, in this chapter, manifold 
fenfual pleafures; and the upfhot of all is ftill, 
All is vanity. No true pleafure fhall we ever 
find but in Chrift; Wifdom’ sways are pleafantne/; ; 
andall her paths are peace, Prov, iit. 17. 

. *3. All the onours and grandeurs of the world 
are vanity; J made me great works, I builded me 
houfes, I planted me vineyards, I made me gardens and 
orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kinds of 
Sruits ; I niade me pools of water, to- water therewith 
the wood that bringeth forth trees —I gathered me all 
Silver and gold, and the peculiar treafure of kings, and 
of provinces: I gat me men-fingers and women-fingers, 
and the delights of the fons of men, as mujical inftru- 
ments, and that of all forts. So I was great, and in- 
creased more than all the men that were before me in 
Jerufalem ; my wifdom alfo remained with me, And 
whatfover mine eyes defired, I kept not from them; I 
withheld not my heart from any joy: for my heart re- 
joced in all my labour, and this was my partion of all 
my. labour, Eccl. ii..5,—10. “Well, what was the 
upfhot of all this worldly grandeur? Why, it 
was all vanity, ver. 11. J looked’upon all the works 
that my bonds had wrought; and, behold! all was 
vanity and vexation of fpirit. Where is true ho- 


hour to be had? It is only in Chrift; Riches . 


and honours are with him. They who get in to 
Chrift, they become kings and prieffs unto their 
God; and'this is the honour of all the faints. 
~ 4. All the ws/dom and policy of the world is 
vanity; yea, even the moral endowments of 
the mind, and the knowledge of arts and fci- 
ences. So lohg as a man is deftitute of f{piri- 
tual wifdom, let him have the knowledge of 


. all that is Knowable in time; let him have the 


utmoft fkill of mathematics, philofophy, aftro- 
logy, aftronomy ;\Al/ is vanity. “Solomon la- 


. boured to acquire wifdom, and actually attain- 


ed avait deal of it; and we have his verdi& of 
the whole matter: J gave my heart to feek and 
Jearch out by wifdom, concerning all things that are 
doneunder heaven: I have feen all the works that are 
under the fun ; and, behold! all is vanity and vexati- 
on of fpirit.—And I gave my Beart to) know wifdom ; 
I perceived that this alfo is vexation of fpirit : for in 
much wiflom is much grief; and be that increafeth 
knowledge, increafeth forrow, Eccl. i. 13,14, 17, 18. 
Where will a man get true wifdom? Why, it 
is in Chrift; he only can make you wi unto 
Jalvation, becaufe he is made of Gad unto us wifiom, 
iCor.i.30. tn him are hid all the treafures of wi/- 
dom and knowledge, Col: ii 3. Solomon had no 
fmall flare of wifdom, being indeed the wif- 
eft of all men; Bat he gives this for the motto 
of ‘all worldly 'wifdom, Vanity.) Well:then, 
Let not the wife man glory in bis wifdom, Jer. ix.23. 


3, All'the frength and power of. the world is 


vanity; Let not the firong man glory in his firength. 
Let abébitten Winds potitiees glory ts their 
ftrength, in the ftrength of their armies or al¢ 
lies. “What fays’Solomon of this? The race is 
not to the Fwift, nor the battle'to the firony Bcc, ix. 1 1. 
Where is that to be had that deferves'the name 
of ftrength? It is only in Chrift; Be fron in 


' the Lord, and in the power of bis might, Eph. vi. 10. 
- can do all things through Chrift frengthening me. He 


ts the firength of Yrael; and his name is a frong 
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tower to’ which the righteous run andare fafe, Prov. 
XViil. Yo. 

6. All the beauty and bravery of the world is 
vanity; Beauty is vain, faith? Solomon; Prov. 
XXXL. 30. When God with rebukesdoth corre? man 
Jor bis imquity, he maketh bis beauty to confume'as a 
moth: furely every man is vanity, Plal. xxxix. 11. 
Solomon was famous for the beauty and"brave- 
ry of his court, and the {plendor of his govern- 
ment; but he fawall to ‘be vanity: and Chritt 
preferred even the beauty of a pile of ‘grafs to 
his; for he faith of the Ui/hes'of the field, that So- 
lomon and all bis glory is not like one of thefe, Luke 
xii. 2% Such, indeed, is‘the fading beauty’ of 
men, fo much thought of by many, that it is 
but ikin deep, and fades like a flower: » If 
you would be at true, fpiritual, and durable 
beauty, it is to be had in Chrift, “whofe Spirit’ 
and grace makes a man beautiful, and all glo-: 
rious within, Pfalm xlv.13. Thou waft ‘beautiful 
through my comeline/s put upon thee, Ezek. xvi 14. 

7. All the righteou/ne/s ath feigned falfe religion 
of the world is vanity. There is much unrigh-) 
teous righteoufnefs in the world, much “irs 
religious religion, much gracelefs grace, and. 
faithlefs faith; Except your righteoufne/s exceed the 
rig hteoufne/s of the Scribes and P hari/ees, faith Chritt, 
ye can in na wife enter into the kingdom of God, Mat. 
v.20. Nezther circumcifion nor uncircumcifion avail- 
eth any thing, but faith that worketh by love, Gals 
v.6. And again, Neither circumcifion nor uncir=s 
cumcifion availeth any thing, but a new creature, Gal.’ 
vi. 1§.° For; Except a man be born again hé cannot 
enter into the kinvdom of God, John iii 3; ‘The na= 
tural religion that the world hath is but vani- 
ty. If the righteoufnefs even of the godly,'be 
but filthy rags, and cannot avail him for juftifi- 
cation; what account’ fhall be made of thé 
righteoufhefs of thofewho are yet out of Chrift; 
and are nothing but mere moralifts, formalifts, 
and hypocrites? If you would have righte? 
oufne{s, you muft have it in and from Chrift; 
he is the Lord our righteoufne/s, and made of God to. 
us wifdom, rishteoufne/s, and fanétification. “He has 
to give you both an imputed righteoufnefs, 
for juftifying you; and an imparted righteouf 
nefs, for fanctifying you. aE . 

8. All the favour and friend/bip of the world is 
vanity ; Favour is deceitful, Prov. xxxi. 30. > They: 
who put confidence in the favour and-friend* 
{hip of men, they will find themfelves deceiv- 
ed: therefore, faith the prophet Micah, 7rufye 
not ma friend ; put ye no confidence in a-guide: the 
beft of them is as a brier ; ‘the’ moft upright is fharper ’ 
than a thorn hedge, Mic. vii. 4,5. Where will you 
get.a true friend? O feek'to have Chrift to be® 
your friend:: He zs a friend that flicketh clofer than - 
a brother. His friend{hip doth’ not vary like 
thofe friends that love you to-day, and haté 
you weihotrow..? UES! goo RRR hoes as 

9. All the fa/bions and cufloms‘of the world 
are vatiity; they whirl about like thé wind, as 
Solomon fpeaks, Eccl. i.6:; andthe vain eye 
is never Jatisfitd with Jecing them, ver.'8. There 
aré many vain fafhions of bodily geftures, vain 
fathions of apparél, vain artifices of the world; 
whereof, and of all other worldly vices, the apo- 
ftle faith, Be not conformed to this world ; but be ge 
transformed by the renewitig of your minds, Rom. xii.2, 
The bet fafhion and conformity that ever a 
foul ftudied, is conformity to the Son of Gad: 
this ftudy. would’ bean evidence of eleGtion 
from eternity; Whom be did foreknow, them he did 


predeftinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 


Rom. 
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Rom, viii. 29. Whereas all other fafhions, and 
fond ftudying of conformity to the world, is 
but a mark of vanity. 

ro. All the great and mean men of the world 
are vanity: this Solomon fhews in this book, 
when he is proving that all is vanity. And his 
father David faith it exprefly; Surely men of low 
degree are vanity ; and men of high degree are a lye: 
to-be laid inthe balance, they are altogether lighter 
than vanity, Pfal. Ixii. 9. Here the prince in his 
robes, and the peafant in his rag’s, are both de- 
clared to be vanity. Surely every man, m his beft e- 
frate, 1s altogether vanity, Pfal. xxxix. 11. What is 
maan to beaccounted of? A piece of rotten duft. 
In wifdom they are vain; The Lord knoweth the 
thoughis of the wifé, that they are vain, 1 Cor. ili. 20, 
In power they are vain; therefore faith theLord, 
Curfed is the man that trufteth ie man, and maketh 
fie/b bis arm, Jer. xvi. 5. In comfort they are vain; 
They comfort vain, Zech. x. 2. Let us never ex- 
pect in man, what is not to be had in him: it 
is only in the Codie. Jefus Chrift, that we 
eught to place our@®nfidence, and expect our 
‘comfort: The true curcumezrfion rejoice only in Chrift 
Fefus, and have no confidence tthe flefh, Phil. iii. 3. 

In a word, all thefe things together are but va- 
nity; fatisfaction is not to be had therein: 7 
have feen all the works that are under the fun; and, 
behold! all is vanity, Eccl. iv. 4. The apoftle 
gives a fumvof all the things in the world, and 
writes vanity upon thems All that 1s in the world, 
the tufts of the fle/b, the lufts of the eye, the pride of 
life is not of the Father, butzs of the world; and the 
qworld paffeth away, and the lufts thereof, 1 John 
ii, 16,17. All thefe things are vanity. 


IL The fecond thing propofed was, To en- 
quire what is imported in its being called vam; 
nay, vanity itfelf: All is vamty. And to enquire 
into the emphajis of the phrafe, Vanity of vanities, 
vanity of vanities. | 

_ af, As to the firft of thefe, viz, what is z- 
ported in its being called Vanity; All is vami- 
ty. It imports, among others, thefe eight fol- 
lowing things. 

1. Vanity here imports the unprofitablene/s of all 
things ; What profit bath a man thereof? Eccl. 1. 3. 
And to this purpofe, faith Chrift, What /hall it 
profit a man, though he had the whole world, if he lofe 
his.own foul? Mat. xvi.26. Treafures of wick- 
ednefs profiteth nothing. The world is an 
ufelefs thing to the foul; it cannot fave the 
foul from hell: The redemption of the foul is preci- 
ous, and ceafeth for ever, for any thing that either 
the world, or. the things of the world can do 
for its recovery, Pfal. xlix. 8. As to the world, 
it cannot deliver a man from the fentence that 
fhall pafs at the great day; it will rather ag- 
gravate the mifery. . 

2. Allis vanity; the word imports emptine/s: 
Vain; that.is, void of fubftance, worth, and 
fufficiency.. Thus the words of Rabfhakah are 
faid to be.vain words, Wfa. xxxi. 5.; that is, empty, 
having nothing but wind in them: even, fo, 
the world-is vai, i.e. empty; it promifes great 
things, but performeth nothing: like the God 
of this world that faid to Chrift, Al/ the/e things 
will I givethee, if thou wilt fall down and worfhip 
me; Mat.iy.9..The world promifes much, and 
boafts much; but yet can give nothing, and 
dio nothing. wy 
ou 3+ All ig vanity; the word imports hurtfulne/s, 
while they make the heart more and more vain; 
and draw the affections away from God, and 
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heavenly things. , They are hurtful; like a 
man lying down to reft upon a bed of thorns 
and briars: he fhall never find the reft there 
that he would be at. 

4. All is vanity; the word imports un/atisfacto- 
rine/s; Eccl. i. 8. The eye is not fatisfied with feemg, 
nor the ear with hearing. As there is no true pro- 
fit, fo no true comfort therein, abftract from 
God. It is but a vain comfort that men have 
in that which is but vanity. 

5. Allis vanity ; the word imports fal/hood and 
lying ; Pfal. iv. 2. O ye fons of men, how long will 
ye love vanity, and follow after leafing ? And hence 
the things of the world are called Jing vanities ; 
They that obferve lying vanities, forfake their own mer- 
cy, Jonah 11.8. The world feems to be fome- 
thing; but it isa lye: itis not what it appears 
to be. ; ' 

6. All is vanity; the word imports /ruftration 
and difappointment ; Jam.i.26. Jf any man Jeem to be 
religious, and bridleth not bis tongue, that man’s reli- 
gion is vain ; that is, he will be difappointed; he 
deceiveth himfelf. Thus the world is a cheat 
and.a deceiver. | 

7. All is vanity ; the word imports folly; Job’ 
xi. 12. Vain man would be wife, though he be born like 
the wild afs’s colt. All is vanity, all is folly. He that 
followeth vain perfous, 1s void of underftanding. 

8. All is vanity ; it import frailty and inconfiften- 
cy; vanifhing away as{moke: The world paffeth 
away, and the lufts thereof, 1 John 11.17. All flefh 
is grafs; and all the goodne/s thereof as a flower of the 

field: the grafs withereth and the flower fadeth-; fure- 
ly the people is graft, Ua. xl.6—9. 

2dly, We propofed next to enquire into the 
emphafis of the phrafe, Vanity of vanities, vanity of 
vanities. Why, this phrafe, and the repetition 
of it, imports thefe fix things. ——s 

-1. The excefivene/s of the vanity of thefe 
worldly things. Vanity implies, that they are 
not only vain, but exceedingly vain; as vain as 
vanity itfelf. Vanity of vanities is, in the Hebrew, 
a fuperlative form of fpeech, to fet forth the 
bigheft vanity: as the Song of fongs ; i.e. the moft 
excellent fong: the King of kings; 1.e. the moft ex- 
cellent king. So, Vanity of vanity; i.e. the greateft 
vanity. 

2. It imports the multitude and variety of va- 
nities that are heaped up in earthly things; as 
Sampfon fpeaks in another cafe, Aeaps upon 
heaps, Jadges,xv.16. There are vanities upon | 
vanities; one heap upon the top of another. 

3. It imports the /frrangene/s of thefe vanities ; 
he fpeaks by way of admiration, to fhew the 
wonderful and ftrange vanity of thefe things ; 
O vanity of vanities ! He breaketh forth into this 
exclamation... pee eS 
4, It importeth the znexpreffablene/s of it; it can- 


6. It imports the certainty of the vanity of 
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_ WL We proceed to the thing propofed, wiz. 
To offer fome arguments to prove that all is vain 
and empty; or to prove the Vanity and emptine/s 
of the world. 

_ 1. The world is treacherous; it betrays both 
the hopes and the fouls of men at once. How 
big is man with expecfations of remote and di- 
ftant enjoyments! Like a man looking ata 
picture, or ftatue, at diftance; but coming near 
to it, and taking a clofe view, he fees it but 
a cheat, a dead lifelefs thing: fo, when a man 
comes to the enjoyment of the world, he falls 
infinitely fhort of his expectations. Like chil-, 
dren that think the cloud is juft touching fuch 
a hill, and if they were ar it, they would be 
jut in the cloud; and when they. go there, 
they find the cloud removed away to another 
hill.—Yea, the world betrays the foul, as well 
as the hopes; it betrays a man’s foul to ruin: 
like {weet poifon, that goes down pleafantly, 
but kills prefently.. The filken cords of the 
world have taken away a prifoner; and they 
have proven their fetters, which they could 
never break again. As Judas faid of our blef- 
fed Lord, Whomfoever I kifs, take him ; hold him faf : 

fo the world, being the devil’s agent,. fays, 
* Whomfoever I kifs and embrace,. and em- 
“ braceth me mutually, and fetteth his.heart 
* upon me; take him, hold him faft.”. So the 
creature betrays the foul as well as the hope 
of the man. 

2, The world is vanity, becaufe it is vexati- 
eus; for, All is vamity and vexation of /pirit, Eccl. 
i.f4.. You cannot grafp the thorn of this 
world but’ you muft be hurt.— The world is 
vexation in the purchafe of it. A man fpends 
night and day for a conqueft: he fits up late 
and rifes early; fets his invention upon the 
rack how to conquer fuch a fortune, how to 
make fuch a purchafe.— The world is vexati- 
on in the pofefion of it: when a man hath it, 
what cares, what fears, what folicitude about 
the keeping of it! He knows not how to fe- 
cure it. If butatyle or {late falls off his houfe, 
he thinks the whole fabric will be down next. 
If he takes but a penny out of a large fum, he 
think it will melt and diminith away to no- 
thing. He is vext in keeping it.— And again, 
the world is vexation in the of of it. When 
the man lofes it, he cries, “ Alas! they have taken 
away my gods ; and what have I more ?. My hope 
is gone, my all is gone, my portion is gone.” 

3. The vanity and emptinefs of the world 
appears in this, that a Uittle cro/s will imbitter 
all the pleafures and enjoyments of time. So- 
lJomon faith, That the dead fly makes all the box of 
the apothecary’s ointment to flink, Eccl. x. 1. So the 
whole box of the world’s greateft enjoyments, 
one fmall crofs, fuch as a tooth-ach, a touch 
of the ftone, of the cholic or gout, will imbit- 
ter all, and make all to ftink. We havean e- 
minent inftance of this in Haman, Efther v. 
‘11,13. If any man in the world might have 
promifed himfelf fatisfaction from the world, 
Haman now might have done it: he was raif- 
ed from a low degree to the higheft pinacle 
and dignity of a fubject; being the chief mi- 
nifter of {tate to one of the greateft kings on 
-earth. If aman be born toa great eftate, it 
-turns, as it were, natural to him; it never in- 
-creafes, never elevates him: but promotion 
from a low eftate to an high, doth enhance the 
value of the eftate, and gives a relifh to the en- 
joyment, if we may fpeak fo. Well, Haman 
yor o LH. : 
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had all riches; he had: a numerous family, 
plenty of children; he was the greateft fa- 
vourite of the king, and. reckoned himfelf a 
favourite of the queen alfo; and yet all this a- 
vals me nothing, faith he: \Why? what is the 
bufinefs, man? What hath poifoned your box 
of ointment? There is a-wretched Jew, faith 
he, an il-natured, ill-mannered fellow, that 
will not. give mea hat, when I go in to the 
court, and come out again. And that marred 
all his happinefs, becaufe a poor man would 
not yield him obeifance. A little crofs will im- 
bitter the greateft enjoyments. 

4. The world’s emptinefs and vanity appears 
in this, that it is fo changeable, and of fuch a 
Short duration. It is compared in {cripture to the 
motion, of.an eagle; Riches take wuigs, they fly 
away as. an eagle toward heaven, Prov. xxiii. $3 
When. they fly away, they will not fly like.a 
tamed bird, to return to you again; they go 
away like an eagle out ofeht. Many a man 
thinks, by his good rigs fecurity, by 
his heritable bonds, and the like, he will chp 
the wings of the world, that it fhall not fly a- 
way from him: but for‘all that, it will take 
the wings of them orning, whofe wings cannot be 
clipt. The world is compared to the moon, Rev. 
Xl. 1. which is fometimes full, and fhining 
brightly ; but inftantly it changes again. Men 
are ready to fay, in a worldly fenfe, as David 
in a f{piritual, My mountain ftandeth firong ; and, 
behold! inftead of health we have ficknef$\; 
inftead of reputation, we have difgrace; in- 
ftead of eafe, we will have pain; inftead of 
riches, we have poverty. 

5. The vanity and emptinefs of the world 
appears in this, that it will never be of /erwice 
to you in a day-of need. “Are. you in ficknefs? 
all the riches of the world will not heal you; 


it will not cure! you of a gout or a gravel: 


make an. experiment of it, lay your head ona 
pillow of gold, fee if that will make you fleep 
found. Nay, all the enjoyments of time will 
not eafe you of the pain of a cholic. And then, 
in the day of death, when death fays, “ 1 am 
“ coming; Iam at the door; the tribunal is 
“ fixing’ to judge you:”. what will the world a- 
vail you! Nay, it cannot fecure you from the 
wrath of God, from a hell, from a tribunal. 


IV. The fourth thing propofed in the gene- 
ral method, was, To give fome reajons of the 
vanity and emptinefs of the world, and unfa- 
tisfactorinefs thereof. Why, 

1. God alone is the. centre of a man’s foul; 
Chrift alone is the bread of life, the folid food 
of the foul. God is the centre of the intellec- 
tual world, the centre of fpirits; and no reft 
fhall {pirits, fouls, have till they centre in him; 
and the foul that never centres in him, fhall 
never find reft to eternity. Every body hath 
its centre; the ftone goes downward, and the 
fire goes upward. Every bodyiis, as it were, in 
motion, or hath a tendency to motion, if ob- 
ftacles were out of the way, till it comes to its 
centre: now, God alone being: the centre of 
the foul, the creature can never give reft to the 
foul; the foul is ftill in difquiet, till ic come 
to a God in Chrift, whichis the true reft; Re- 
turn to thy ref, O my foul, Pfal. cxvi. 7.’ The co- 
vetous man, if he has riches, will fay, Return 
to thy refi, O my foul ;. Soul, thou haft. goods laid up 
Jor many years. Bat-he was miftaken of his cens 
tre; for he had no reft at all: he was difinh ated 
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that night, and fent out of the world. No 
quarters for the foul in the creature ; there is no 
fuitablenefs to the foul in the creature. Why? 
The foul isa fpirit; the creature is a body: the 
foul hath vaft infinite defires; the creature is 
finite: the foul is eternal:and immortal; the 
creature is but of yefterday, and perifheth 
to-morrow: and fo there is no fuitablenefs be- 
tween the foul and the creature. It is only be- 
tween God and the foul that there is a fuitable- 
ne{s ; and therefore the creature is empty and 
vain, and cannot fatisfy the vaft and immenfe 
defires of the immortal foul. But then, 

2. There is the curfe upon the creature, a 
manifold curfe; a curfe by Adam’s fall, a curfe 
after Cain’s murder, a curfe after at the deluve: 
4 curfe upon every enjoyment of every wick- 
ed man; He is curfed in bis bafket and in bis flore ; 
curfed in his children, curfed in his table, curf- 
ed in all his comforts. How then can the crea- 


ture, and worldly things, be any other than’ 


vanity and emptinels to us, feeing the curfe is 
lying upon them, fince the fall! Gen. iii. 17. 

3, Allis vanity, becaufe of the end for which 
God made them; they were made for us, not 
we for them. The Lord never defigned the 
things of the world for the ufe that men would 
turn them to, namely, to bea god, a portion, 
a happinefs to them: and therefore they fhall 
never find an happinefs in them. And fo, 

4. Becaufe they feek happine/s in. the creature, 
therefore they fhall never find it in the crea- 
ture: becaufe they put confidence in it, therefore 
God will blaft that confidence; The Lord bath 
rejected thy confidences ; thou /halt not profper in them, 
Jer. ii. 37. Since the fall, man’s corruption 
makes him promife more from the creature, 
truft more to it, and delight more in it than 
before: the virtue of the creature is'on the 
weaning and decaying hand, yet man’s ex- 
peétation from it is on the waxing and grow- 
ing hand. How then can there be any thing 
but difappointment and emptinefs? 

y. No wonder then that it is vain, empty, 
and unfatisfactory, feeing the world is the 
great occafion of fin, and the fewel of luft. Ma- 
ny corruptions are ftarved till the world mini- 
fter to their fupport: and it is the root of ma- 
nifold fins; The love of money, the love of the 
world, is the root of all evil. \tis the root of 
damnable seglect of the gofpel ; One went to his 
farm, another to his mérchandife, and made light of 
the gofpel offer, Matth. xxii. 5. It is the root of 
heart-wandering from the Lord, and enmity.againft 
God; The carnal mind is enmity againfi God. If any 
yan love the world, the love of the Father is not mn him. 
It is the root of unfruitfulne/s under the means of 
grace: The thorns of this world choke the good feed 

_ of the word. It is the root of woful apofafy from 
the Lord; Demas hath forfaken me, having loved 
this prefent world. | 


V. The laft' thing propofed in the method, 
was the application of the fabject; which we 
fhall effay in an ufe of information, reproof, 
lamentation, examination, and trial: and in 
the whole ftudy all brevity. 

Ufe t. The firft ufe that we make of the doc- 
trine then, is for information. Is it fo, That all 


earthly things, and worldly enjoyments, are vain and — 


empty? ‘Then we may hence fee, 


_happinefs where it never was. Men would 
have happinefs: but the general error is, they 


1. The folly of mankind, in placing their | 
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imagine the creature can give it; and there- 
fore they purfue pleafure, and-court honours, 
and hoard up riches, thinking their happinefs 
lies there: but they are feeking the living among the 
dead; they are feeking hot. water among cold 
ice, who feek happinefs among the creatures. 
Alas! what a woful exchange do they make, 
who fell their fouls to commit fin; for any 
earthly benefit, which is but vanity! Jonah ii. 8. 
They who obferve lying vanities, forfake their own 
mercy. Temptations from earthly things may 


draw on fin like cart-ropes; but they are cart- . 


ropes of vanity, fa. v. 18. 

2. See what a great change fin hath made im 
the world; it doth, as it were, blaft the virtue 
and beauty of the creature. The time was be-~ 
fore fin entered, when God faw all the crea- 
tures to be very good, Gen. i. 31. Now, after fim 
hath blown upon them, he looks upon them 
again; and, lo! all zs vamty. Such a change 
will fin make in us, and in our counfels and 
courfes,‘if it be not removed by the blood of 
Chrift. . 

2. See what Jittle reafon they have to envy the 
wicked of their portion: they have all their por- 
tion in this world, Pfal. xvii. 14. What a porti- 
on mutt it be, when it is but a fowing of va- 
nity, and a reaping lies! All 7s vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit. Why thould a godly man grudge 
when he fees the profperity of the wicked, fee- 
ing it is all their portion? A godly man may 
have a portion in the world; but he never hath 
this world for a portion; no: The hues are fal- 
len to him in more pleafant places; be hatha goodly he= 
ritage: The Lord is the portion of his foul. 

4. See that the godly are no doers, though 
they fhould lofe all things in the world for 
Chrift’s fake. What makes them venture the 
lofs of all for the caufe and intereft of Chrift? 
Why, they know Chrift to be all, and the world 
nothing but vanity. They may eafily forfake 
all things, and follow Chrift; for they lofe but 
vanity, and reap folid comfort, folid happi- 
nefs. We fee this abundantly clear from Mark 
x. 29,30. Fefus faid, There is no man that hath left 
boufe, or brethren, or fifiers, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my Jake and the gof- 
pel’s, but be fhall receive an hundred fold now im this 
time, boufes, and brethren, and fiffers, and mothers, 


and children, and lands, with perfecutions ; andinthe _ . 


qworld to come eternal hfe. This feems to be a con- 
tradiction: but though they lofe their hou/es and 
lands, &c. yet they fhall reap them equivolently ; 
yea, what is more than the equivolent; they 
reap true comfort here, and true happinefs 
hereafter: fo that. their light afflictions work for 
them, a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 


Me. 


Ufe 2. The next ufe that we make of the » 


doétrine, is for reproof. Since all things here 
are but vanity, this doctrine reproves thefe that 
fet their hearts upon vanity, upon the world, fo 
as to forget God, and Chrift, and religion, and 
their fouls: O my dear friends, What will it pro- 
fit a man, though he gain the whole world, if he lofe 
‘bis own foul? All is but wind and vanity that 
the world can-afford. What will become of 
the worldling in the day of death, when they 
muft part with thefe things?) What a mifer- 


able parting muft it be, if you have no other ° 


thing for your happinefs! I mean not to per- 
fuade men to a voluntary poverty; {fo the 
church of Rome make fome of her votaries 
{wear to be beggars all their life-time; and 


they - 
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they have gone, and abftracted from all fecu- 
lar-affairs, under pretence of employing them- 
felves wholly in devotion: and yet many of 
them-are fo ignorant, that they know nothing 
at all of religion. I have read of one who liy- 
ed always in a mountain, and was appointed 
to fpend his whole time in religion: and he 
told that he cried to God, and faid his Pater- 
Nofter all the day, over and over, and over again, 
to the Virgin Mary: jufta horrible blunder in 
religion, a damable delufion, that no man, in 
his wits, could be guilty of.. They think, that 
by turning to a folitary defart, and abftraét life, 
they may overcome the world: but as Luther 
faith well concerning it, “ A monk in his clo- 
“ fet fays, he thinks he is crucified to the 
* world, and the world to him; but, alas! 
“ poor wretch, he is crucified to Chrift, and 
«“ Chrift is a ftranger to him.” 

- But, Sirs, the thing that we are reproving is, 
that the world gets fo much of your heart, and 
God fo little. The creature fhould have but a 
fmall portion of your affections, if it be not 
the creature, but God, that is your portion. 
But, alas! many are like the’ great man, that, 
being afked if ever he faw an eclipfe of the 
fun, faid, “ He had fo much adoe upon earth, 
“ he never had time to look up to heaven.” 
Ju fo may it be faid of multitudes in the 
world, they are fo much taken up with the 
things of time, the vain and perifhing things 
of the world, they never get time-to look up 
unto, and call upon God. Therefore we have 
reafon to bewail the matter. | 


Ufe 3. Let our rext ufe then be for lamentati- 
on, that notwithftanding of the vanity of the 
world, yet many difcover themfelves to be 
wholly defitute of religion, by their inordinate de- 
fire after the world. For clearing this, 1 would 
fhew you, ‘7. What fort of a defire the wicked 
have after the world. 2.’ Prove and make it 
évident, that their defires are after thefe vani- 
ties, 3. Shew whence it is. - 4. Point out the 
evil of it. And in all thefe we will fee much 
ground of lamentation. 
~ [1.]) What /ort of a defire is it that the wicked 
have after the world. Here we fhall conde- 
_fcend on a fourfold defire they difcover them- 
. felves to have after the world. 

1. It is an original defire; they are born with 
a world in their heart: any thing in the world 
is better to them than God, or Chrift.. Had we 
continued in our original, primitive integrity, 
‘the firft words of the infant would have been, 
the praifes of God; the firft breathings would 
have been after communion with God: but 
now they are after the world, and earthly things, 
which gratify the outward fenfes. 
2. It is univerfal, after any thing that is in 
the world; Who will /hew us any good? The beg- 
ar, who wants grace, before he make God 
is portion, he will rather make his ftaff or 
his meal-pock his portion; as well as the king 
his crown, or kingdom: Who will /hew us any 
good? any good whatfoever, Pfal. iv. 6. 
3.'It is a frong and violent defire they have 
after the world: notwithftanding all the expe- 
rience they have of the emptinefs and vanity 
of the world; yet they pant after the duft of 
the earth. If a man was panting for breath, 
he would pant after the free air: but to pant 
after the duit, that ftops the breath, that is ve- 
ry ftrange! | : a HSS oP yt 
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4. Itis a growing defire that the wicked have 
after the world: the more they drink, the more 
their thirft increafes. O, faith the man, if I 
had a hundred pound a year, I would live 
on it.. Well, perhaps he gets it. Is he now 
pleafed and fatisfied? No. O, if I[had a'thou- 
{and pounds a year, I could:be content. Well, 
perhaps he gets it. Is he content? No. He 
would havea million. . Well, if he gets rhat, 
is he fatisfied?., No, by no meas. I would have 
a kingdom, acrown. Well, if he gets thar, 
is he content? No. I muft be the fon of Jupi- 
ter; I mutt bea little god, and an univerfal mo- 
narch. Well, is Alexander the great content 
with the whole world under his command? 
No: 0 of there were more worlds for me to conquer !— 
There ts the nature of the defire that the wick- 
ed have after the world. 

{2.] The fecond thing on this ufe was, To 
prove and: make’it evident,.that the defire of 
the wicked is after the world. This will ap- 
pear evident, if we confider thefe four things. 

1. It is elear from this, that they make she 
world their portion; they are content with it, 
they feek nothing elfe: Pre/erve me, O Lord, from 
the man that hath his portion in this life, whofe belly 
thou fille? with thy bid treafure, Plalm xvii. 14. 

2. It is clear from this, that they prefer the 
world to all the duties of religion, and ordi- 
nances of divine worfhip: if Chrift and the 
world come in competition, they choofe the 
world and let Chrift go. Public ordinances, 
family worfhip, fecret and focial prayer, all 
muft ftand by, that the world my get room, 
The gofpel is flighted;. Why? They choofe 
their farms and merchandife, and their hearts are 
wedded to thefe; they will not be efpoufed to 
theSon of God. 

3. That the wicked defire the world is clear, 
if we confider the unwearied pams and dili- 
gence they are at about the world. O what 
toil and travel! What racking of thought, late 
and early, will they have about the world! 
What joy will they have about a good world- 
ly bargain! More joy than ever they had in 
hearing, praying, reading, or any religious 
duty: they have gladne/s when their corn and wine 
increafeth. What forrow, what tormenting grief 
are they haunted with, when they lofe the 
world! Then they fay, with Micah, They 
have taken away my gods, and what have I more? 
They think nothing of God, or Chrift, or hea- 
ven, if they want the world. . 

4. It appears from this, they will not ftand 
to commit the greatcf fin, to make a purchafe. If 
they can any way in the world purchafe an 
eftate, or a fum of money, even with the lofs 
of their foul, they think they have made a good 
bargain. Judas thought he had made a good 
bargain, when he had fold the Prince of life 
for thirty pieces of filver. Demas hath forfaken 
me, having loved this prefent world. 

[3.] We propofed next to enquire, whence is 
it, that wicked, carnal perfons have fuch a de- 
fire after the world. . 

1. Man hath no felf-faficiency; he cannot, in 
the enjoyment of himfelf, be happy: hence he 
reckons himfelf miferable to be alone. Ari- 
ftotle faid, “A man that could live alone, 
“« was either a.God, or an idiot.” Now, man 
feeks to be happy in the enjoyment of fome- 
thing befides himfelf: but he miffes the true 
mark, and fo feeks it in the world, where it 
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2. God, who only can fatisfy the foul, is out 
of fight: he is to them an unknown God; The 
world by wifdom knew not God. They are deftroyed 
for lake of knowledge, faving knowledge. 

3. The world is at band, and a well-garnifhed 
world: this little ball, full of wind and vani- 
ty, blown up in the air, it fparkles and fhines 
with a luftre and beauty, in their eye; and 
they are, like children, mightily taken with it. 

4. Becaufe of the vanity of the heart. There 
is a world within them, anfwering the world 

‘withoutthem: the /u/ of the eye within, anfwer- 
ing the riches of the world without; the /uf 
of the flefo within, anfwering the fordid plea- 
fures of the world without; the pride of hfe, 
anfwering to the honours and grandeur of the 
world. And thus the world within them draws 
out the defire after the world without them. 

[4] We would next fhew the evi of this, to 
have the defire running only out after the 
world, Why, ; 

1. It is idolatry ; hence covetoufne/s is called ido- 
latry, and ranked, by the apoftle, amongft the 
other things which are to be mortified, Col. iii. 5. 
Many worthip gold in the coin, that will not 
worfhip it inthe image: They fay to fine gold, 
Thou art my confidence. 

2. It is facrilege. The heart and affections 
of a man are like the royal mines that are an- 
nexed to the crown. The heart of a man, his 
love and delight, fhould be devoted to God, and 
confecrated tohim. Why hathGod given him 
fuch vatt defires? Was it to throw them out 
upon the world? No furely. 

3. It is monftrous folly to let the foul run 
out upon the world: Be affonifhed, O heavens! 
Why? what is the matter? My people have com- 
mitted two great evils; they have forfaken me, the 

fountain of living waters, and hewed out to themfelves 
cifterns, broken cifterns that can hold no water, Jer. 
ii. 12, 13. It is the height of folly to conclude, 
that there is more excellency in the ftream, than 
in the fountain; in the creature, than in the 
Creator. sedis 

4. It is a degrading of the foul. If you faw 
an angel licking the dung-hill, would you not 
fay, that is not food for fuch a glorious crea- 
ture? It is far below it., Our fouls are the 
younger brethren of angels, if we may be al- 
lowed the expreflion. Who can tell the diffe- 
rence exactly between the nature of angels and 
the fouls of men’ Now, for that heaven-born 
foul to lick the duft of the curfed ferpent; 
what a degrading of it is this !—Is not all this 
then matter of lamentation, that Chrift is de- 

fpifed, and the world embraced? 


Use 4. The next ufe that we make of the 
doétrine may be for examination. Try then whe- 
ther you be weaned from the vain world, yea 
or not. 

1. Are you content and fatisfied with a little 
of the world’s good? And can you bear much 
of the world’s evil? Have you got a difco- 
very of Chrift, even fuch as darkens all the 
glory and excellency of the world; and been 
brought to confider, that you have a better por- 
tion than the vanity of time? Can you confi- 
der, that the Heir of all thigs, the Son of God, 
had no place to lay his head, had not a penny 
in his purfe? Women came and minifiered unto him; 
a fifh came and gave him as much as paid his 
tribute to Cefar, Are you deaf to the reproach- 
es of the world, fo as the lofs of its applaufe 
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doth not break your heart? Are you deaf to 
the profits and honours of the world, fo as the 
want of them doth not afflict you? 

2, If you be weaned from the vanity of the 
world, then you will bear the want of the 
world with profound fubmiffion. If God, in 
providence, takes your houfes, your lands, your 
children, your riches, your loving friends and 
dear relatives, you will lay your hand on your 
mouth, and your mouth in the duft, and jufti- 
fy God; Jn all this Fob finned not. You will fee 
your all in God and Chrift; My.God liveth, he a 
mine inheritance: for you cannot be difinherited, 
if God be alive. Whereas the wicked faith, in 
this cafe, They have taken away my gods, and what 
have I more? Their all is gone. 

3. If weaned from the world, your affecti- 
ons will not eb4and fow with the world. There 
are fome fountains that have immediate com- 
munication with the fea: whenever the fea 
flows, they flow; when the fea ebbs, they ebb 
and dry up. Ifit be thus with you, when the 
candle of providence fhines upon your taber- 
nacle, then you rejoice at it and dance to it; 
and when it is removed, then you roar, and 
weep, and pay a tribute of tears, it isa token 
you are not weaned from the world. As for 
the believer, when the world goes out, the 
Lord comes in its room; and makes him joy- 
ful and cheary: and this has fuch an effect up- 
on him, that he would be content to loofe a 
wife, a child, a worldly comfort every day, 
upon condition he got God in the room of 
them. 

4. If you be weaned from the world, you 
will know what it is to carry your clofet frame to 
your .wordly affairs with you. There are fome 
people who have more of God upon their fpi- 
rit, more fellowfhip with heaven in their fhop, 
felling their wares, or when they are about 
fecular work, than others have in their clofet — 
upon. their knees: more of God fitting at their 
trade, than others in the houfe of God, hear- 
in a good fermon. Some will have more inter- 
courfe with Heaven, at their own table, than 
ever the worldling had at a communion 
table: They carry a heavenly frame to their 
worldly and earthly employment. | As for o- 
thers, they bring the world {till along with 
them; they bring it to the church, as well as 
to the market; they are glewed to it. 


Ufe 5. We fhall improve the dotrine in an 
ufe of exhortation. If all be vanity, then, O feek 
to have your. hearts difingaged from all things um 
the world: be perfuaded to forfake lying vanities, 
Jonah ii. 8. If it be enquired, What is it to for- 
Joke the world? We might give both a negative 
and a pofitive reply to this. Negatively; Itis 
not to go outof the world. It is not to forfake 
perfonal fociety; though a vitious fociety mutt 
be forfaken. It is not to vow a voluntary po- 
verty, with the Papifts. It is mot to be idle 
and improvident. — But, pofitively, we are to 
forfake it in the four following refpects. 

1. In refpect of the zmmoderate ufe of the en- 
joyment of the world, 1 Cor. vil. 29, 30,31. We 
are to ufe it as ftewards that are to give an ac- 
count. uae 

2, In refpect of /ervice. Be not fervants or 
flaves to it; For you cannot both ferve God and Mam- 

mon. oe aif ‘ ae ee toed i 
3. In refpect of confidence; truft not to it. Al- 
though you have worldly advantages, make 
is them. 
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them ‘not your ftaff, your ftay; your choice 
jewels. , 

4. In refpect of adherence: be not glued to 
the world. Let not-the world be like the {kin 
on the hand, that will not eafily come off; but 
like ‘the glove on ‘your hand, or the hat on 
your head, that you can eafily part with. 

Try your repentance by this doctrine, which 
was the evidence of Solomon’s’ repentance. 
Such as fee nothing but glory and goodnefs, 
in thefe outward things, Satan hath bewitch- 
ed’them, Mat. iv.8.; but fuch ‘as fee the ex- 
treme ‘vanity of them, have repented with So- 


sy 
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We fhall now conclude the fubje&,: by lay- 
ing before you the following’ remedies againtt 
a worldly difpofition. Confider, for this end, 
the fix following particulars. , 
-\'t. Thefe vanities will not yield’ you pleafure 
in the time of the greateft trouble: they can- 
not €afe you of the leaft pain. When you make 
a gafh in’ your confcience, and wound your 
fpirit, and fo expofe yourfelves to the wrath of 
God, what will the things of the world avail 
you? ~Who loved the world better than Judas 
did? .But when God burnt his fingers with it, 
if we may be allowed the expreflion, then he 
threw it away withafury. What will become 
of you at-death, man? . Will it-beany comfort 
to you, that you diein a well hung room? or 
that your chamber floor is laid with filver? or 
that you die poffeffed of fuch a large eftate or 
ample fortune? Will not the man then cry 
out,  Oif [had but {pent fome of this time in 
“ fecuring an intereft in Chrift, that I have be- 
«'ftowed in hunting after the world, that can 
“ now ftand me in no ftead!” 

2. Seé a law-work; fomething of it is abfo- 
lutely neceflary to fhake the world out of ‘its 
- place: He will hake heaven and earth, Heb. xii. 26. 
People will never leave the world till God {hake 
it out of their heart. 
~°3. Be converfant with your own /en/ible expe- 
rience of the world. Have you never found the 
vanity and emptinefs of it? Nay, hath it ne- 
ver been a fting and gall to your poor foul, that 
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the world hath got all your time, thought, 
and care? 

4. Be perfuaded, that God in Chrift is the on- 
ly good. Seek the difcovery of the glory of God 
in Chrift. Perfons may harangue never fo long 
about the world’s emptinefs and vanity; but 
they will-never part with it, till they get fome- 
thing better in the room of it. Something the 
man muft have to fet his heart upon: There- 
fore, till the unfearchable riches of Chrift be 
difcovered to the foul; fo.as your foul’s defire 
run out after him, the hufks of the world will 
be ‘your portion. People may think it is their 
principle, ‘that the world is but vanity; yee 
{till they are taken up with the vanity thereof, 
till they fee the glory of God. The Lord is a 
full and fufficient good: he is a proportion- 
able good, fuiting the foul: he is’an ‘everlaft- 
ing good, fuiting the immortal foul. 

$. Believe the providence of God: he that made 
the world by creation, doth till preferve it by 
providence, alloting ‘every man his portion; 
and by making every man’s condition, in the 
world, beft for him: Your heavenly Father taketh 
care of you, faith Chri. | 

6. O beware of valuing yourfelves for what 
you have of the world! Taffure you, in God’s 
name, it will be one of your challanges when 
death comes, or fome time a day or other, Of! 
I neglected my poor foul! Like the woman that 
left her child in the flame; many leave their 
foul thus, to be confumed in the flame of di- 
vine wrath. Seek to have Chrift for your ever- 
lafting portion. Many fay, Who will /hew us 
any good? But fay-you, Lord, hft thou upon me the 
light of thy countenance ; then [hall I have more glad- 
ne/s than they, when their corn and wine abounds. 
Never reft ull you’ come to that, Whom have F 
in heaven but thee? “And then yow will be able 
to fay alfo;’When heart,‘and flefh, and all fail, the 
Lord 1s the firength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

6. Take upLuther’s refolution, that you will 
not be put of with this world,' for a‘ portion. 
If God, for holy ends, fee fit to imbitter world- 
ly felicity to you, pray for weaning influences, 
improve weaning difpenfations, and weaning 
words, weaning rods, and weaning ordinances. 
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Prayer for Mercy,a feafonable Duty in Times of S77 and Wrath.* 


Has. ill. 2, —= 


r HOPE we are come to this place to feek 
. mercy at the hand of God, and to compafs 


his altar of mercy. There is no hope for. 


miferable finners, but in a merciful God; a 
God fitting upon a mercy-feat, {fprinkled with 
the blood:of Chrift. . But yet itis hard and ve- 
ry Tare to fee any rays of mercy in adark day, 
wherein: the {ky is covered with clouds. of 
wrath. And, indeed, if we expect a merciful 
meeting with God this day, or at this occafion, 
en that clear eye of faith, that can look 

rough the dark clouds of wrath, and fay, with 


the prophet here, O Lord, in wrath remember mercy. - 


This text is a branch of the firft part of Ha- 
bakkuk’s Prayer here; wherein this good pro- 


‘to a tender foul. 


- O Lord,—in wrath remember mercy. 


phet is making interceflion for the church in 
his day, which was a day of great fin, a day 
of great anger.—The firft part of this verfe 
points at the report made by God to the prophet, 
concerning the deftruction to be brought upon 
them by Babylon. This had a double eftect 
upon him, 1.It made him¢remb/eat thethoughts. 
of it; O Lord, I have heard thy fpeech, and was a- 
fraid. God’s wrath, even at a diftance, is terrible 
2. It puts him to his prayer ; 
and fo fhould all the tokens of divine anger. 
Here you have his prayer and his plea. . 
1. You have his Prayer; O Lord, revive thy 
work in. the midft of the years.. By God’s work here, 
we may underftand his church and people. All 


*, This fubjeét was handled in two Sermon. The firft was preached on Sabbath, Oct. 12. 1735. at the celebration of the facrament 9 
the Lord’s fupper at Queen’s-ferry; and enlarged upon at Orwal, on the Tuefday thereafter, at the meeting of a prefbytery. The n 
was delivered at Abbot’s-hall, on Saturday the 18th of faid month, being the preparation before the facrament. Never before publifbed, 
According to the order of time they fell to have been placed after Serm, LX XII. intitled, The Comer’s Conflié?. 
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‘are brought very low, Pfal. lxxix. 7, 8. 
** Daniel, chap ix. 17, 18. prays, that God’s. an- 
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people are God’s workmanthip: but the true 
members of his church fnvifible, are his work 


- in a peculiar manner, and his work by way of 


eminency: but here they are fallen into a dead 
fleep; Revive thy work; thy work of grace in 
the hearts of thy people, and thy work of re- 
formation in thy church. Revive it 2m the mdf 
of the years. By the years, may be underftood any 
time within the term of the feventy years cap- 
tivity. 
ful years, make known thy name; for, verdly thou 
art a God that hideth thyfelf. Make known thy 
power, thy pity, thy promife; thy providence 
in the fafety and weltare of the church. 

This prayer was feveral ways anfwered;, par- 
ticularly by God’s owning the three children 
in the fiery furnace, and humbling Nebuchad- 
nezzar inthe midftof the years.of thecaptivity. 

2.. We have his P/ea; containing alfoa fum 
of his prayer, here again refumed in fhort, vz. 
in wrath remember mercy. The plea is mercy, not 
merit, Thefe words comprehend as many pur- 
pofes as there are words. 

(1.). The fad cafe they were in, held) out by 
the word wrath: they were under the heavy 
tokens of God’s wrath. 

(2.) The fuitable remedy or cure! the only cure 
for .that cafe is mercy; the mercy of God in 
Chritt. 

(3.), The application of that cure here fued for; 
Remember mercy. The prayer of faith is a put- 
ting God. in rememberance of his mercy in 
Chrift; and, in this way, the remedy is applied. 

(4.) The fea/on wherein this remedy is fought, 
and this plea is ufed, J wrath; in atime when 
wrathful difpenfations compafs us about, and 
fearful tokens of his anger. 

We propofe to {peak to this laft branch of 
the text, becaufe | think it comprehends the 
former petition, Jn the midft of the years ; that is, 
in this wrathful time revive thy work, and make 
it known: that is, Remember mercy; and make it 
known in reviving and reftoring us. 


OsseRv. That in wrathful times, wherem God's 
church and people are under many tokens of his 
anger and difpleafure, it is moft feafonable for 
them to plead with him, that he would RE- 
MEMBER MERCY. 


This we find was the conftant practice of 
the church and people of God: Remember, 0 
Lord, thy tender mercies and thy loving-kindne/s ; for 
they bave been ever of old. Remember not the fins of 
my youth, nor my trangreffions: but according to thy 
mercies, remember thou me; for thy goodne/s fake, O 
Lord, Pfal. xxv. 6,7. In a day of wrath, when 
it is faid of enemies, They devoured Facob, and 
laid wafte his dwelling-place, we have this petiti- 
i ea not againft us former iniguities : 
let Page tender mercies fpeedily prevent us; for we 
Thus 


ger and fury might be,taken away from Je- 


rufalem ; and thatthe Lord would caufe his face, 
to fhine “as Sanctuary: he adds, O my God, in- 


cline thine eM: open thine eyes, and behold our defom 
tations, and the city, avbich is called by: thy name: for 


ayes 7 ee do not prefent ours fupplications before thee, for our 


righteoufne/s ; but for thy great mercies Thus Da- 
vid alfo, Pfal. xlii. 7,8. When deep called unto deep, 
and all his waves and billows bad gone over him; he 
adds, Yet. the Lord will. command his loving-kindne/s 
an the day-time; and in the night. my Jong: fhall be 
un, and my prayer unto the God of my life. And, 
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In the midft of thefe dark and dread- 
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when out of the deeps he cries to the Lord, he looks 
to mercy, faying, There is forgivene/s with thee; 
yea, with the Lord there is mercy: let Ifrael hope in 
the Lord, Pfal. cxxx. 1, 4, 7. . 

When God.calls his people to.the prayer of 
faith, he injoins them to put him in remems 
berance; Put me in rememberance, let us plead to- 
gether, Wa. xliii. 26. . When God is pleading 
againft us, by his difpenfations, he allows us 
to plead with him, by fupplication; and to 
put him in rememberance even of his mercy: 
In wrath remember mercy. Not that God is ca- 
pable of forgetfulnefs: but when we put him 
in mind, we put work in his hand; and he 
loves to be employed: and when he fhews 
mercy, he is {aid to remember his holy pro- 
mife, and covenant, and mercy ; He remembers 
ed for them bis covenant, dnd repented according tothe 
multitude of his mercies, Plal. cv. 8,42: cvis 455 
—— But to offer all the inftances to this pur- 
pofe, would take up,too much time, » . 

The method we propofe, for illuftrating this. 
propofition, through. divine aid, fhall be as 
follows. 


I. Enquire when may a time be faid to be 
wrathful ? . 
II. What are the zaffances of mercy we need to 

feek, at fuch a time? se 

III. What is imported in the Lord remembering 
mercy; and in our praying that he would 
do fo? 

IV. Shew that it is both /ea/onable and reafon- 
able to plead that he would remember mer- 
cy in wrathful times.  _ 

V. Make application of the whole fubject. 


I, Weare to enquire when may atime be faid 
to be wrathful-lke? In wrath remember mercy. What 
are the tokens of God’s wrath that a people 
may be under, that denominates it a wrathtul 
time? I only premife, That wrath is either 
to be confidered as vindictive, towards all the 
enemies of God; and thus it comes for demand- 
ing fatisfaction. of the Chriftlefs foul, and as 
fo many drops of vengeance, before the de- 
luge of wrath be poured out: or, it is to be 
confidered as fatherly towards the children of God ; 
and fo it comes for correction, chaftifement, or 
trial. When wrath comes upon a wi/ible church, 
towards the wicked therein, it is judicial; but 
toward the znvi/ible church, it is paternal, and for 
chaftifement. Now, we might give many in- 
ftances of a wrathful-like time; fuchas, 

1. A finning time is a time of wrath; when 
iniguity abounds, and the love of many 1s waxen cold: 
when the Lord gives up a generation to their 
lufts, faying, They are joined their idols, let them 
alone. My people would not hearken; Ifrael would 
have none of me; therefore I gave them up to the 
lufts of their own heart. +g 

2. A Jleeping time is a time of wrath; when 
wife and foolifh virgins are fumbering and: 
fleeping ; and fecurity is univerfal; as in the 
days of Noah, when they were eating and drink~ 
ang, and marrying, and giving in marriage, till the 
deluge of wrath came upon them. ire 
_ 3. An erring time is a time of wrath; a time 
wherein errors of all forts. abound, and en 
gives up men to frong delufions, to believe a lye: bE~ 
caufe they receive not the love of the truth, 
that they may be faved, they are left to receive 
and embrace error, that they may be damned; 
that all may be damned who believe not the truth, 
but have pleafure in unrighteoufne/s; giving heed to 

| | 50h hte Seducing 
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Seducing fpirits, and doctrines of devils, » When 
grievous wolves enter in.to deftroy the church 
of Chrift, not {paring the flock: and when lit- 
tle foxes as well as great ones, {poil the vines 
and, the vineyards; and yet no due care exer- 
cifed to take the foxes, and to try and caft them 
out, that fay, They are. apoftles;.andware not ; but 
are found liars. . 

4. A time of apofafy and falling away of pro- 
feflors, when the pillars of the houfe of God 
are, as it were, bowing and. bending:. when 
Chrift is faying to his few followers, in effect, 
Will ye alfo. go away?..And when there are few 
tofiand in. the breach,: and to put baud to the Lord's 
work, as it is faid, Jer. x.:20,,201.%.)) or 
5. An hiding time, wherein there is occafion 
to fay, Verily thou art a God that hideth thyfelf, &c. 
‘Wheii his people.go forward, but he is not-there ; 
backward, but.they cannot fee him: on the right and 
left-hand, but they cannot; behold him... When, not 
only in a little wrath, he hideth himfelf for a 
{mall moment; but in great wrath, he hideth 
himfelf for a long time: and ftandeth. not be- 
hind our wall, near at hand, and ready. to 
come in; but ftandeth at a great diftance, and, 
as it were, atthe back ofthe mountains. When 
- the.Comforter, that is to relieve our foul, is far away. 
When we fee not our figns, nor fee the power 
and glory of God in the fanétuary. When he 
feems to caft off his people, to forfake and for- 
getthem. When he withholds his Spirit, his 
inlightening, quickening, nourifhing,andche- 
rifhing grace; and fays, in effect, Behold, your 
houfe is left unto you defolate. When he lets loofe 
the evil fpirit, and Satan’s temptations and de- 
dufions, faying, f will go, and be a lying fpirit in 
the mouth of the prophets. Whenhe leaves a peo- 
ple fo far, as. that they forfake him, and break 

is covenant;.and then he forfakes them, and 
his anger breaks forth; that they have occa- 
fion to fay, Are not thefe evils come upon us, becaufe 
-our God is not amongft us? Deut. xxxi.16, 17. 
- 6. A dead time is a time of wrath; a time 
wherein the work of God is under a dreadful 
decay, and the things that remain are ready 
to die. This efpecially feems to be that token 
of God’s wrath, intendedhere in thetext; where 
the prayer is, Lord, revive thy work. And if itis 
enquired, How doth this death and fpiritual deadne/s 
appear? Why, this deadnefs is evident, when 
the word and rod: of God:doth not awaken’ us; 
but we remain ftupid both under mercies and 
judgments. — This deadnefs is evident, when 
fin doth not afeé or afflict us; but we go on 
fecurely in an evil courfe, and make a {port of 
fin.— This deadnefs is evident from our uncon- 
cernedne/s for the future, and taking no care to 
be delivered from impending wrath. — This 
deadnefs is evident from our being regardle/s 
of all religion, and religious duties; carelefs 
whether we hear and pray, or not;.and begin 
to entertain contemptible thoughts of religion 
and religious perfons; and have no exercife of 
_{piritual fenfes, no motion heaven-ward or 
God-ward. , . 
_. Thefe are fome evidences and effects of the 
Lord’s anger and abfence*: for, as his favour 
1s tude, and bis loving-kindnefs is better than life; fo 
hiftury and anger is death, and worfe than 
death. Death among the wicked, and dead- 

nefs among the godly, is the fad fruit of his 
- anger and our fin: for, as the wages of fin is death, 
either of body or foul, or both; fo, if we live 


after the fiefb, we fhall die. — In a word, as it is 


ae Befides thefe inftance of wrathful-like times, the Reader will find feveral others, of the fame kind, by confulting Vol. I. 
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the anger of the Lord that weakens and Ail/s 
us; kills our fouls, Kills our comforts, and 


kills our zeal and concern about fpirital mat- * 


ters: fo it is the anger of the Lord that divides 
us;° divides our hearts, divides-our tongues, 
divides our’ judgment, divides our counfels, 
Andut is the anger of the Lord that wafes us; 
it waites'our'fouls, waftes our bodies, waftes 
our fubftance, waftes our days and years, and 
confumes us infenfibly; as well as expofes us 
to terrible outward calamities, confufions, and 


* diforders, in church and ftate. 


Hl. The next thing’ propofed in the method 
was, To enquire what are the tokens of mercy 
we need to feek, amidft fuch tokens of anger; 
Jn wrath remember mercy What merey?) 1 am 
of opinion,.that the mercy here, efpecially 
intended, is.the reviving mercy fought after, 
in the preceding part of the verfe; O Lord, re- 
vive thy work. Now, there is a twofold fevi- 
ving thatis here imported; and hence a two- 
fold mercy.thata dead languifhing church and 
people need to feek after. 1. Sin-fubduing 
mercy, in order to a life of peace with God, in 
oppofition to his wrath and anger. 2. Soul- 
healing mercy, in order toa life of fellowfhip 
with God, in oppofition to his abfence and 
hiding. : 

1. People need, in a time of wrath and an- 
ger, to feek /fin-pardonmg mercy, in order toa 
life of peace with God, whofe favour is better than 
life. Hence we find, in a time of great wrath 
and indignation, this pardoning mercy im- 
plored; O Lord God, forgive, I btfeech' thee ; by 
whom {hall facob arife? for he isfmall, Amos vii. 2. 
Here the. prophet makes pardon his great pe- 
tition, in a time of judgment ; O Lord, forgive: 
it is not remove the ftroke, but forgzve the guilt 
that brings it on, and provokes God to {mite; 
efpecially to {mite with {piritual judgments, 
Let our punifhment be what it will, itis our 


wifdom to get the fenfe of the guilt of fin: till * 


guilt be fet home, and impreft upon the con- 
fcience, we, will never pray to. purpofe. .To 
tell a ftory of the divifions, errors, herefies,,and 
evil of the land;.and the danger itis expofed 
to, by a foreign enemy, will be to little pur- 
pofe, if we are never fenfible of the guilt of 
them, fo as to cry for the removal of national 
and perfonal guilt. And if any enquire, Why 
Should pardon and forgivene/s be fought, im times of 
wrath and judgment? Why, becaufe pardon of fin 
{peaks a man in favour with God; and a fenfe of 
pardon {peaks a man’s affurance of divine favour: 
and his favour is life; yea, itis worth ten thou- 
fand worlds: Blefed are they whofe tranfyreffions 
are forgiven, Pfal. xxxii. 1. — Becaufe alfo /afety 
is fecured. when forgivenefs is granted ;.Lift 
up the hgbt of thy countenance, caufe thy face to /bine, 
and fo we fhall be Jafe, Pal. iv. 6. — Becaufe the 
Jing of all afflictions is removed, when pardon 
is granted; yea, the fting of death too, and the 
fting of wrath, -in fo much that it is not vin- 
dictive wrath, but fatherly.— And hence, in 
that cafe, the foul can conclude, that affiction 
is kept upon him for good; By this fhall the ini- 
quity of Facob. be purged, and this 1s the fruit of all 
to take away fin. Therefore pardoning mer- 
cy is to be fought; Jn wrath remember mercy. 
2. Soul-healing mercy is another part of the 
reviving to be fought for, to a finful land and 
people, in a time of wrath and anger. As 


we cannot have peace with God, without for- » 


givenefs, 
P. 665, Se, 
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givenefs, through the blood of Jefus: fo we 
cannot have fellowfhip with God, without 
healing; particularly the healing of holinefs 
and conformity to him, in fome degree; and 
the healing of comfort. and fatisfaction in him, 
in fome meafure. This healing mercy is the 
great thing that the Lord’s children ufe to feek 
after, in a time of wrath and judgment; Heal 
me, O Lord; for I have finned againft thee, Pfalm. 
xli 4. O God, thou haf? caft us off, thou haft fcattered 
us, thou haft been difpleafed ; O turn thyfelf to us again. 
Thou baft made the earth to tremble, thou haft broken 
it; heal the breaches thereof, for it foaketh, Pfalm 
lx. 1,2. This is one of the greateft mercies can 
be fhewed, in the midft of wrath, when the 
Lord faith, as it is, Ifa. lvii. 17, 18. For the mi- 
quity of his covetoufne/s Iwas wroth, and fmote him: 
LT hid me and.was wroth; and he went on frowardly 
in the way of his heart: but yet I have feen his ways, 
and will héal him; I will lead him alfo, and reftore 
comfort to him and to his mourners.—There are ma- 
ny promifes of this healing mercy to encourage 
prayer forit; J will reflore health unto thee, and 
L will heal thee of thy wounds, faith the Lord, Jer. 
xxx. 17.— He takes his name from this healing 
work of mercy; /am the Lord that healeth thee. 
He healeth the broken wn heart, and bindeth up all bis 
wounds.— And this healing mercy brings in a 
trai of other mercies with it; Moreover, the light 
of the moon {hall be as the light of the fun; and the 
light of the fun fhall be fevenfold, as the light of feven 
days, in the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of 
bis people, and healeth the ftroke of their wound, Ma. 
xxx. 26, Therefore, the great fute and fuppli- 
cation, in fuch atime of wrath, fhould be, 
that the Sun of righteou/ne/s may arife with healing 
in bis. wings: then life and health comes in to 
the foul. 

When this healing mercy comes, then com- 
eth a jenfe of our dead condition. If ever God 
revive us, he will make us know our dead- 
nefs: if he put fap into our dry bones, he will 
make us know our drinefs: if he pardon, he 
will make us know our guilt.— When this 
merciful reviving comes, then cometh a /ong- 
ing after him: he prepares his way into the 
foul, by creating a longing in his peoples 
heart, anda panting after him, Pfalm xlii. 1.— 
When this reviving comes, then cometh a fpi- 
rit of mourning : he makes them meet him weep- 
ing; They /hall come with weeping, Jer. xxxi. 9. 
Going and weeping, Jer.1. 4,5. Weeping for their 
old and late fins; weeping for their bold and 
daring fins, their fins againft light-and confci- 
ence, their fins upon {mall temptations, and 
their fins that are accounted fmall in the world. 
— When this reviving comes, then cometh a 
{pirit of /upplication, Zech. xii, to. And thereupon 
follows the opening of the fountain, and the purg- 
ing of his boufe, and caufing the falfe prophet, and the 
unclean fpirit to ceafe out of the land.— When this 
reviving comes, then cometha /op tothe tokens 
of his wrath; He flayeth bis rough wind in the day 
of his eaft wind. Ma. xxvii. 8.. He cafteth away 
the rod that he {mote withal.— When this re- 
viving comes, then cometh many tokens of 
love, inftead of wrath. Sweet embraces; his 
left-hand being under their head, and his right-hand 
embracing them. Sweet-intimations of peace and 


pardon ; Son, be of good chear, thy fins are forgiven 


thee.. Sweet cordials, with kindly words, looks, 
and fmiles; He fpeaks comfortably to Ferufalem. 
Sweet communications of his mind, and of the 
fecrets of his covenant; Shall Ihide from Abraham 


ae gp U1 ok abh 


MERCY, A SEASONABLE PLEA 


Serm. CXXXIX. 


the thing that Ido? Hefpeaks nomore in parables, 
but plainly; giving them to know the myfteries of 
the kingdom. Then the righteon/ne/s of Zion goes 
forth as brightne/s, and the falvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth. Then his Saad being brought out 
of the horrible, and miry clay, have their feet /et up- 
on a rock, dnd their gongs eftabli/bed, and a new 
Jong put in their mouth, even praifes to their God, Pfal. 
xl. 2,3. Then doth the day break, and the fhadows 
jly away, in a great meafure, and the tabernacle 
of God is with men. Holinefs and comfort takes 
place, inftead of fin and forrow. 7 

Thefe are the effects‘of his remembering 
mercy, by pardoning, healing, and reviving his 
people; and alforeafons for feeking this mercy. 


Hil. The next general head of method was, 
'To equire what is zmported in the Lord’s remem- 
bering mercy; and our praying that he would do 
fo.. Here we may confider the import of it in 
a threefold'view. 1. Actively; as it is God’s act. 
2. Objectively, as it is our plea. 3: With refe- 
rence to the feafon, viz. God’s remembering 
mercy zn the midft of wrath. 

iff, We may view the import of it adtively 
confidered, as it is God’s aét. What is it for God 
to remember mercy? \t doth not fuppofe oblivion, 
or forgetfulnefs in God, as if he was capable 
of forgetting this prefection of his nattire; no: 
he can no more forget mercy than he can for- 
get himfelf. Bur there are three ways he may 
be faid to remember mercy. 

1. When he hath thoughts of mercy; J know 
the thoughts that I think towards you, faith the Lord; 
thoughts of peace and not of evil; to give you an ex- 
pected end. And then it follows alfo, Y¢ /hall 
call upon me, and ye fhall go and pray unto me; andI 
will hearken unto you, Jer. xxix. 11,12. In time of 
wrathful difpenfations, we are ready to think 
that God hath no thoughts of mercy: but even 
then he faith, My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
Ifa. lv. 8. For I will reftore health unto thee, and I 
wl heal thee of thy wounds, faith the Lord; becaufe 
they called thee an outcaft, faying, This is Zion whore 
no man feeketh after, Jer. XXX. 17. 

2. He may be faid to remember mercy, when 
he /peaketh words of mercy: though he bringeth 
to the wilderne/s, yet he /peaketh comfortably, Hof. 
li. 14. He remembers mercy when he /peaks 
comfortably to “Ferufalem, and cries to her, that her 
warfare is accomplifhed, that ber imquity is pardoned, 
Ifa. xl. 2.. When the Lord remembers mercy 
he {peaks it both outwardly into the ear, and 
inwardly into the heart; God hath /poken once ; 
yea, twice have I heard this, that power belongeth 
unto God: alfo unto thee, O Lord belongeth mercy, Pfal. 
Ixii. 11,12. He fpoke it once into the ear, by 
the word; but he fpoke it again, and that is 
twice, when, by his Spirit, he fpeaketh it into 
the heart: then, indeed, the heart rejoiceth; 
God hath fpoken in his holine/s, I will rejoice. 

3. He may be faid to remember mercy, when 
he doth acts of mercy; fuch as thefe Ihave . 
mentioned already, in the inftances of his par- 
doning and healing mercy. Thus he remem- 
bers mercy when he /bews or manifefls mercy ; 
and when he exerci/es mercy in manifold a¢ts, 
fruits, and effects of his:mercy. Now then, 
the prayer, that he would: remember mercy, re- 
{pects his merciful thoughts, merciful words, 
and merciful acts in the midft of wrath. ai 

2dly, We may confider the import of it objec- 
tively, as it is our plea; Remember mercy. Many. 


deceive themfelves with a falfe hope in the ge- 


neral 
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neral mercy of God, and are ignorant of mer- 
cy, as it is the plea of faith.’ There are thefe 
twelve things contained in the’ plea of ‘faith, 
when we plead that God’ would remember 
miétcyi) | ) 
‘1. We plead he would remember the place of 
mercy; what place it'hath in-his heart, and 
what place it hath in his Chrift.— Hath it-not 
fuch a place in his Aeart, that it is his delight? 
«He retaineth not his anger for ever, becaufe he delight- 
eth’ in mercy, Mic. vii. 18. As we are by nature 
children of wrath; fo he is by nature merci- 
ful: his mercies are called dis bowels, Luke 1.78. 
Through the tender mercies of onr God; in the mar- 
gin itis, through the bowels of God. Thus James 
vy. 11. he is called eworaveraay Ky, full of bowels. 
Mercy is moft natural to him; and therefore 
it is moft natural for him to fhew mercy. — 
Hath it not fuch a place in Chri/, that he is faid 
to be the fore-houfe of mercy and grace? My faith- 
fulne/s and my mercy fhall be with him, Pfal. \xxxix.24. 
God was im Chrift, 2 Cor.1.19. - And of all the at- 
tributes of God in Chrift, mercy is mentioned 
as the moft triumphant, rejoicing over judg- 
ment: God was in Chrift reconciling the world to him- 
Jelf mercifully. This is my beloved Son, in whom 
fam well-pleaféd, or merciful, and mercifully appea/- 
ed, Mat. iit. 16. When we plead he would 
remember mercy, we plead he would remem- 
ber the place of mercy, in his heart and in his 
Chrift, whois the darling of his heart,in whom 
his foul delights. mee 
2. We'plead he would remember the ground 
andrea/on of mercy; and that is mercy itfelf: 
God faith to Mofes, Twill have mercy on whom Twill 
have mercy, Rom. ix.15. Though the imme- 
diate ‘ground of God’s manifefting mercy, is 
for Chrif’s fake; yet the primary and original 
ground is for mercy’s fake; for mercy provided 
a Chriit, aSaviour, a Redeemer: he fhews mer- 
cy for metcy’s fake. The fupreme caufe of 
divine love, is‘divine love itfelf; fo God faith to 
Ifrael, The Lord loved Ijrael, ‘becaufe be loved them, 
be 3! a sy May es 
3. We plead he would remember the channel 
of mercy, and how it vents through a propiti- 
ation, to the honour of juftice, Rom. ili. 25,26. 
We may plead, that he cannot wrong his ju- 
ftice by fhewing ‘mercy, fince he hath found a 
ranjom, and fet forth Chrift to be' a propitiation, thro’ 
Jauth in his blood ; to declare bis righteoufne/s for the 
remiffion of fin. Hence when we plead he would 
remember mercy, we plead he would remem- 
ber Ghrift, anda mercy-feat fprinkled with the 
blood of Chrift.  Chrift is called the mercy, by 
way of eminency; Zhe mercy promifed to our fa- 
thers, Luke 1.72. And it 1s a ftrong plea for 
faith, when pleading that he would remem- 
er mercy; that he would remember Chrift, 
and ‘not forget what he hath'done; and how 
he hath done, -and fuffered; and fatisfied, and 
finifhed his work; and what he is ftill doing: 
and fo that he would: both remember mercy 
for mércy’s fake, and remember mercy for Je- 
fus’ fake; yea, mercy in Jefus, fo as to accept’ 
in the Beloved’; fince mercy, in this channel, 
brings glory to every other attribute: here is 
Srace reigning through righteoufne/s unto eternal life. 
_4. In pleading he would remember mercy, 
-we plead he would remember the covenant of 
mercy, and the promife of mercy, fealed by the 
blood of mercy, the Mediator of the covenant; 
and how he hath made a covenant ‘with bis chofen, 
— and faid, Mercy /hall be built up for ever, Pfalm 
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Ixxxix. 2,'3. Though indeed, if bis children break 
bis law, he will vifit their iniquities with rods, &e.; 
yet neverthelefs he hath faid} Myloving-kindne/s I 
will not take from bun, nor confequently from his 
feed ; nor fuffer my faithfulné/s'to fail: my covenant 
will I not break; nor alter the word that is gone out 
of my lips. Once have I fworn by my holine/s, that I 
will not lye unto David, ver.’30,—37, And hence, 
when he performed the mercy promifed ‘to the fa- 
thers, he is faid to remember his holy covenant, Luke 
1.72. QO Sirs, it 1s a {trong plea, in the midft 
of wrath, that*hé would remember his cove- 
nant and promife; remember the word on 
which’he hath caufed us to hope, as a word 
fealed by the blood ot Chrift, and Yea andAmen 
in him. And, indeed, you cannot go fafely 
toa communion table, without the plea in: 
your mouth, in your heart. © For Chrift faith 
of the facramental cup, This cup is the new teffa- 
ment im my blood. It is a cup of promifed mer- 
cy, purchafed and fecured by my blood. 

5. In pleading this mercy, we plead he 
would remember the dignity of mercy, and the 
glory and grandeur of it, as what he exalts and 
magnifies, above every otherletterof hisname; 
Pfal. cxxxvill. 2. I will praife thy name for thy lov- 
ing kindne/s, and thy truth; for ‘thou haft magnified 
thy word above thy name: that is, thy word of 
grace, mercy, and loving -kindnefs: which 
truth is engaged to accomplifh this mercy thou 
haft magnified above all thy name and digni- 
ty; as it were above all thy perfections. Tho’ 
the Lord confults the honour of all his perféc- 
tions, in the method of falvation thro’ Chritt; 
yet he‘confults their honour with’ this view, 
that efpecially mercy may be manifefted, dig- 
nified, magnified, and aggrandized: therefore, 
faith faith, Lord, remember the dignity and 
grandeur of mercy. 

6, In pleading this mercy, we plead the di- 
menfions of mercy; the height, depth, length, 
and breadth of mercy, as well as’ ove, ‘{poken 
of, Eph. ii. 18. The dimeénfions of our fins 
are great; and we cannot magnify fin too much, 
unlefs wé magnify it above the mercy of God 
in Chrift. O Sirs, this divine mercy is as high 
as heaven, as deep’as hell, as broad as time, 
and as long as eternity! Here is an ocean 
without bank or bottom. 

7. In pleading this mercy, we plead he’ would 
remember the affociates of mercy; or its compa- 
mons and concomitants, with whom it hath ftruck 
hands, and made up a blefled agreement; Mer- 
cy and truth are met together, righteoufne/s and peace 
have kiffed each other, Pfal. lxxxv. 10. There was 
a feeming odds and contrariety between-mer- 
cy and juftice: Mercy faying, Pity and fave the 
finner; Juftice faying, Damn and deftroy him: 
but now, in the death and fatisfaCtion of Chritt, 
the Surety, the bloody-thirfty fword of juftice 
hath drunk to infinite fatisfaction, and hath 
no more blood to demand.” The truth of God, 
in the threatening of the law, denouncing 
death and damnation to the finner, is vindicat- 
ed, by this fubftitution of Jefus in our: room. 
Mercy and truth therefore, having met and. 


kiffed each other, we'have not only mercy to 


plead, but the affociates of mercy; and fo ma 
plead mercy for juftice’s fake, mercy for the 
fake of truth and holinefs, mercy for the fake 
of all her aflociates and neighbour ‘attributes, 

that they may be glorified with her. ©) | 
' 8, In pleading his remembering mercy, we 
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cy: the Lord is faid to be rich in mercy, and to 
Jfoew the exceeding riches of his grace, Eph. it. 4,7. 
O what a ftrong plea is it that God accounts 
mercy, beyond all things elfe, to be his riches! 
The men of this world count gold and filver 
their riches: but God accounts his being mer- 
ciful, his.being rich, and being communica- 
tive of his mercy to poor finners. 

9. In pleading his mercy, we plead he would 
remember the multitude of his mercy: this is 
frequently the church’s plea; According to the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my tranfgreff- 
ons, Pfal. li. i. . And in Pfal. cvi. 7. Ifrael is chal- 
lenged for their not remembering the multitude of 
his tender mercy: and verfe 45. it is faid, He re- 
membered for them his covenant, and repented accord- 
ing to the multitude of lis mercy. We may as foon 
number the ftars of heaven, as the multitude 
of divine mercy: and this we may fet againtt 
the multitude of our fins, when we plead, that 
in wrath he would remember mercy. 

10, In this prayer, we plead that he would 
remember the ofjefs of mercy. Itas not him- 
felf that is the object of his mercy; but man, 
miferable and finful man: The kindne/s and love 
of God our Saviour towards man appeared, Tit. iil. 4. 
But the Jove of God and the mercy of God in this 
differs: that whereas God himfelf, as well as 
man, is the object of his love; for he loves 
himfelf, and fo is the greateft object of his own 
love: but God himfelf is not the object of his 
own mercy; God hath no need of mercy, and 
is incapable of mercy for himfelf. What a 
comfortable plea is this, that the mercy which 
God accounts his chief riches and treafure, is 
what peculiarly concerns us, and our good and 
falvation! Hence we may make our own mife- 
ry a plea in prayer; becaufe this is the proper 
object of divine mercy: therefore it is called, 
His kindne/s towards us through Chri, Eph. i. 7. 

11. In this prayer, we plead that he would 
remember the qualities of his mercy; that his 
mercy is, like himfelf, great and infinite mercy ; 
hence the church fo frequently in {cripture pleads 
the greatnefs of his mercy, and {ets it againft 
the greatnefs of their fins; For his merciful kind- 
nefs 1s great toward us, Pfal. cxwil.2. Thy mercy 
is great unto the.beaven, Pfal. lyii.10. Nay, Thy 
mercy is. great above the heaven, Pfalm cviil. 4.— 
We may plead that his mercy is /ree mercy: 
and, indeed, if it did not exclude merit, and 
were not free, it.could not be fo properly mer- 
cy.— We may plead that his mercy 1s /overgign 
mercy ;.regarding neither the worthinefs nor 
unworthinefs of the creature.— We may plead 
that it is antient mercy: with reference to eter- 
nity, that itis fromeverlafiing ; and with reference 
to time, that it is of old; faying, Lord, thou haft 
been our dwelling place in all generations; thou haft 
been favourable-to thy land: and fo we may. plead 
upon former mercies, faying, Where is the found- 
ing of thy bowels, and of thy mercies toward me? Are 
they refrained? Va, \xiii. 15.—- We may plead 


not. only the antiquity, but the perpetuity of | 


his mercy; that hes mercy endures for ever: he 
hath commanded the houfe of. Ifrael and the 
houfe,of Aaron to fay, Ais mercy endureth for ever. 
— We may. plead the immutability of his mercy. 
Whatever changes befal us; yet he is God, and 
changeth not; therefore the fons of Jacob are nat con- 
Jumed.  Heis the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever. 
_ 12. In this prayer we plead the inds of mer- 
cy; the various forts of mercy. We may plead 
that he would remember his conquering and 
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overcoming mercy; that can conquer our enmi- 
ty, conquer our guilt, conquer the curfe of the 
law, and all the wrath we deferve.—That it is 
preventing mercy; that can and muft prevent 
our faith, prevent our repentance, and pre- 
vent our prayers; otherwife we will never be- 
lieve, or repent, or pray: hence, as it is mercy 
that comes over mountains, fo it is called mercy 
found of them that fought him not.— That it is fol- 


“lowing and purfuing mercy; fill following thofe . 


whom it prevents and prevails upon: Goodne/s 
and mercy {ball follow me, Pfal. xxiii. 6. Even when 
the foul forfakes God, grace and mercy will 
follow the foul, and bring it back, otherwife 
it would run toruin.—Again, that it is forgzwing 
mercy, faying, Jwall be merciful to their unrighte- 
oufne/s ; their fins and iniquities will | remember no more. 
—And that it is every way furthcommg mercy, 
faying, My grace fhall be made fufficient for thee ; and 
my firength fhall be made perfect m thy weakne/s.— 
In a word, all kinds of mercy is withGod; and 
we are to plead the variety of hismercy. There 
is no fin or mifery, but God hath mercy for it, 
mercy of every kind; and, among others, umzt- 
mg mercy; J wall give them one heart and one way. 
Jer. xxxi. 39. — And as there is no difeafe but 
God hath a remedy for it; fo there is no mife- 
ry but God hath a mercy for it He hath in 
himfelf a treafure of all forts of mercies, di- 
vided into feveral promifes in {cripture, which 
are but fo many boxes or chifts of this treafu- 
ry. If thy heart be bard and untender, he hath 
tender mercies. and melting mercies: if thy 
heart be dead, he hath quickening mercy: if 
polluted, he hath, purifying mercy: if thou 
art fick, he hath healing mercy: if finful, he 
hath all-fanctifying mercy: if forrowful, he 
hath all-comforting mercy: if loft and mifer- 
able, he hath all-faving mercy.— As large and 
various as your wants are, more large and va~- 
rious are his mercies; fo that we may come bold- 
ly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need, and according 
to our need, Heb. iv.16. O what a rich pro- 
duc is to be had out of the womb of mercy! 
And, O how many powerful pleas and ar- 
guments are there in this one, Remember mer- 
cy! All the mercies that are in his heart, he 
hath tranfplanted them, as it were, into feve- 
ral beds, in the garden of the promifes, where 
they grow; and we are allowed to pluck thefe 
flowers, by pleading the mercies contained in 
thefe promifes which are Yea and Amen in 
Chrift Jefus, to the glory of God. OSirs, be in- 
treated to come to the mercy of God in Chrift. 
gdly, We may view the import with reference 
to the fea/on of God’s remembering mercy, vz. 
In the midft of wrath remember mercy. Now, what 
is it for,God to remember mercy in the mdft of wrath? 
Why, the Lord may be faid toremember mer- - 
cy, in the midft of wrath, in the following re~ 
{pects. ! | 
1. When he imbitiers fin to his people, which 
is the procuring caufe of wrath, and weans 
their hearts from it: By this /hall the miquity of 
Facob be purged; and this is the fruit of all to-take 
away fin. | 
2. When he humbles them under his mighty 
hand; makes the rod of correction drive away 
the folly that is bound up in their hearts; and 
brings them to confefs that it is an eval and hit- 
ter thing to depart from the lhving God. i. 
3. When he makes them /earch and try their 
ways; to enquire what meaneth the heat of his 
ee >: great ~ 
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great anger; and induces them to turn to the hand 
that /mitteth them ; to feek the Lord of hofts while he 
may be found; and to pour out a praye when bis cha/t- 
mung hand 1s upon them. 

4. When he enables them to exercie faith and 
patience, and other graces, in the time of anger 
and wrath, and to jujify God in all his proce- 
dure; for, tribulation and the trial of faith worketh 
patience ; and toacknowledge that he puni/heth us 
lefs than our iniquities deferve; and therefore to 
bear the indignation of the Lord becaufe we have finned. 

5. Ina word, God may be faid to remember 
mercy in the midft of wrath, when he only 
corrects them in mea/ure; when he flays his rough 
wind m the day of bis caf? wind; when he grants 
them fome Uittle reviving in their bondage, and 
Supporting cordial in thefewrath-like difpenfati- 
ons; and favours them with any /ecret interview 
with his gracious prefence, and lets them fee 
any /ove-defigus that he has in thefe afflictions *. 

‘Thus much may fuflice for the third thing 
propofed, vzz. the import of the Lord’s remem- 
bering mercy in the midft of wrath, and‘our 

_praying that he would do fo. 


IV. The fourth thing propofed was, To fhew 
that it is both /ea/onable and rea/onable to plead, 
that he would remember mercy in the midft of 
wrath, and wrathful times. This will appear 
evident, if we confider thefe fix partlculars. 

1. Itis both feafonable and reafonable to do 
fo, becaufe we. are warranted of God to plead 
his promifed mercy, at all times, and efpecial- 
ly in the midft of wrath ; For this will T be enquir- 
ed of by the houfe of Ifrael, to do it for them, Ezek. 
%XXvi. 27. compared with Pfal. 1.15. Cail upon 
me 1 the day of trouble ; Iwill dehver thee, and thou 
Shalt glorify me. ‘There needs be no other reafon ; 
and there can be no higher reafon, than the 
will and authority of God; his command o- 
bliging us to plead with him, and put him in 
rememberance, Ifa. xhii. 26. 

2. Itis feafonable and reafonable, in the midtt 
of wrath to plead he would remember mercy, 
becaufe wrathful difpenfationsare ordered of God, 
for this very caufe, to ftir up his people to feek 
after him, and plead for his merciful return; 
f will go aud return to my place, till they-acknowledge 
their offences, and feek my face: im their affliction they 
Shall feek me early, Hof. v.15. And, indeed, fel- 
dom do we feek him in earneft, till the rod be 
made ufe of,.and our way be hedged up with 
thorns; then we begin'to fay, I will go.and re- 
turn to my firft husband, for then it was better with 
me than now, Hof. ii. 7. 

3. It is feafonable, becaufe as this hath been 
the way of God’s people, in their diftrefs and 
under wrathful difpenfations, to fly to his mer- 

cy; foit is God's way toward his people, to fhew 
mercy to them in their greateft extremity of 
diftrefs.. He makes their time of need his time 
of love; their time of mifery his time of mer- 
cy: [called upon the Lord in diftre/s ; the Lord anfwer- 
edme, and fet mein a large place, Pfa.cxviit. 5. Their 
experience hath it tofay, Many atime Iwas brought 
low, and he helped me. He brought me out of the 
horrible pit and miry clay, and fet my feet upon a rock, 
and eftablifbed my goings) 

4. Necefity makes it both feafonable and rea- 
fonable: in the midft of wrath the people of 
God fee their need of mercy; and fee mercy to 
be mercy indeed: when all the waves and bil- 

- lows of God’s wrath areflying over them, then 
it is time for the Lord to work, for his church 
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and people, asthe pfalmitt faith, Pfal. exix. 126. 
It is time for thee, O Lord, to work; for they have 
make void thy law. It is time for us to pray and 
plead for mercy; and it is time for God to 
work mercifully, when clouds of wrath are 
gathering and fhowers of wrath are falling. 

5. It'is then reafonable' and f{eafonable to 
plead he would remember mercy, becaufe, in 
the midtt of wrath, we are apt to conclude, that 
he hath forgotten mercy ; and to fay with Zion, 
Lhe Lord bath forfaken me, my God hath forgotten me, 
Ifa. xlix.14. Then it is that unbelief is ready 
to affront and deny the mercy of God; and to 
conclude he hath laid afide his merciful nature, 
faying, Will the Lord caf? off for ever? will he be 
favourable no more? is his mercy clean gone for ever ? 
doth his promife fail for evermore? hath be forgotten 
to be gracious? hath he in anger fhut up his tender 
mercy? Pfal. Ixxvii. 7,8,9. In time of affliction 
and wrathful days, they are ready to think 
mercy is drowned in the ocean of wrath: there- 
fore it is feafonable, in time of wrath, to plead 
he may remember mercy. > 

6. It is feafonable, becaufe then faith hath 
Jure and clean ground to go upon, when in wrath 
we plead mercy. A time of wrathful difpen- 
fations, and of killing and {laying providence, 
is a proper time for faith to ftep in and fay, 
Though he flay me, yet aill I truft in him. To be= 
lieve mercy in the midft of mercy, is no great 
matter; but to believe mercy in the midf of 
wrath, is a great matter, and argues a ftrong 
faith. A time of contradiction is a time for 
faith. If we believe the promife, when pro- 
vidence feems to contradi¢t the promife in ap- 
pearance, is, like Abraham, to be Strong in the 
faith, giving glory to God. Under a fenfe of guilt, 
to believe pardon; ‘under a fenfe and feeling 
of wrath to’believe mercy, and plead that God 
would remember mercy, is the very feafon for 
faith to act; and then God gets the glory of 
his mercy, and we the good of it. 


V. The fifth thing propofed was, To make 
application of the fubject ; which we fhall eflay 
with all poffible brevity. 

Is it fo, as has been faid, That in the midf of 
wrath, or wrathful-like difpenfations, it is feafonable 
to plead mercy, and that the Lord would remember it? 
Then hence we may fee, © 

if, That it is now ia fit time, and proper Seafon 
for us to plead mercy, anda merciful-vifit from 
the Lord, notwithftanding that it is a time of 
divine wrath, in many refpeéts: ‘a'time of great 
fin and fecurity, great error and blafphemy, of 
great backfliding and apoftafy: a time where- 
in God hideth himfelf, and*we are dead and 
fenfelefs through want 'of ‘the prefence of the 
living Spirit of the living God. | Many are the 
tokens of the Lord’s anger'and abfence: How 
far hath he left minifters and people; ordinan- 
ces and judicatories, church and ftate? How 
much is the glory departed;our ftrength gone, 
our zeal blunted, and black clouds of wrath 
above our head? And, indeed, there are more 
tokens of wrath, towards the generation, than 
I have either time or ‘ability to tell. And man 
of us even here, under the fad effects of the 
Lord’s anger, furrounded with fymptoms of 
wrath: witnefs our deadnefs and lukewarm- 
nefs; our coldrife hearing, praying, and praif- 
fing; our ftrong and prevalent corruption; 
our weak and languifhing grace, if we have. 
any at all: it may'be heavy affli@ion on the 


* Thofe who incline to fee further what mercy and love-defigns the Lord may have jo affiGtion and wrathful-like difpenfations, may 
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bodies of fome, on their friends, families, or 
concerns: perhaps heavy diftrefs upon the 
minds of others, through temptations, confu- 
fions, fears, damps, and difcouragements of 
many forts. Well, what fhall we do in this 
cafe? Shall we turn defperate, and reckon 
that now no merciful meeting with God is to 
be expected? Indeed, ‘if God had revealed no- 
thing from heaven but wrath, we might be 
hopelefs: but now is the fit time to plead he 
would remember mercy. Now isa fit time to 
pray for mercy, to cry for mercy, to plead mer- 
cy, to believe mercy, to lay hold on mercy, to 
remember mercy, and to wreftle with God that 
he would remember. mercy; mercy towards 
ourfelves, towards our families, towards the 
land in general, and to the church of Chrift in 
particular, 

2dly, If we may pray and plead for mercy 
in the midi of wrath, then we may hopefully 
plead mercy in the face of all other difcourag- 
ments whatfoever.. Here is a door of mercy 
opened in the midft of wrath. 

Some, perhaps, may be ready to fay, “ Ma- 
“ ny things difcourage me in prayer, blinds my 
“ confidence, and mars my hope.” Why, but 
here is encouragement to fue for mercy, and 
to hope and plead for it, in the face of all op- 
pofition whatfoever, fince we ought to plead 
mercy even in the face of wrath. This plea 
will ftand good againft all deadly, if faith take 
it up. I fhall offer fome inftances here. 

1, You. may hopefully plead mercy in the 
face of old fins, former tranfgreffions, and great 
iniquities: this we find the pfalmift did, Pfalm 
xxv. 7. Remember not the fins of my youth, nor my 
tran|grefions: according to thy mercy remember thou 
me, for thy goodne/s fake. Here old fins came in 
view; yet here is faith pleading mercy. Unbe- 
lief may tell you fo and fo you have finned ; 
and therefore there is no hope, nothing but 
wrath to be expected? Nay, but faith may 
look to the mercy of God in Chrift, and fay, 
as ver. 11. For thy name's fake pardon mine miquity, 
for itis great. Great fin fhould lead to plead 
great mercy. 

2. Yon. may plead mercy in the face of pre- 
fent guilt faring you in the face; as the pro- 
phet Jeremiah did, ch. xiv..7. Though our imqua- 
ties teftify againfi us, do thou for thy name's fake. Pre- 
fent guilt cannot blot out the rememberance 
of mercy. | 

3..You may plead mercy in the face of 
prefent indi/pofition for duty... Prefent deadnefs 
and incapacity 1s the cafe here: Osrevive thy 
work sein wrath. remember mercy, Expect not that 
in yourfelf which only mercy can afford. It 
may be afflicting that you have no fuitable 
frameof heart. But how foon can mercy frame 
your heart to holy worfhip? Quickening mer- 

cy is with, him. 3. 5534 

4.. You may plead mercy in the face of dark 
and angry difpenfations; as Pfalm lxxix. 5. How 
long wilt thou be angry? shall thy gealoufy for ever 
burn hkea fire? Pial. Ixxx.4. How long wilt thou 
be angry.againjt the prayer of thy people? ‘The ftorm 
of wrath/cannot blow away mercy: therefore 
plead, i wrath remember mercy. . 

_5.,You.may plead mercy in the face of great 
unworthine/s, and fears of communicating unworthi- 


ly; becaute. mercy regards not our unworthi- » 


. nefs, nor, waits for our worth; but vents thro’ 
the worthinefs of the Lamb: and therefore you 
may fay, Heis worthy for whom thou fhouldeft. do 

this. j : 
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6. You may plead mercy in the face of many 
challenges, for omiffions and commiffions. You 
may take with the charge of the law, and the 
challenge of con{cience, againft yourfelf; and 
yet hold your plea, and maintain your argu- 
ment for mercy: Jn wrath remember mercy. 

7, You may plead mercy in the face of /rrong 
unbelief and weak faith ; in the face of hving un- 
belief and languifhing faith: for, though this 
way be fadning to your foul, and finking to 
your heart, even unto fainting; yet the mercy 
of God in Chrift being a root, caufe, and {pring 
of faith, when he remembers mercy, he revives 
every languifhing grace: They that dwell under 
bis fhadow fhall return; they /hall revive as the corn 
and grow as the vine. ieee 

8. You may plead mercy in the face of ma-, 
nifold mifcarriages in duty; fuch as want of faith, 
freedom, fervour, love, liberty, fixednefs of heart, 
and the like: for though this fhould be afflict- 
ing and humbling; yet the ground of hope 
and confidence is, in the free mercy of God 
through Chritt. | ut . 

9. You may plead.mercy in the face of /eem- 
ing refufals and bar/b anfwers: when he not only. 
delays to give you the mercy you feek;. but 
feems to deny you, and call you a dog to whom 
the childrens: bread doth not belong; -yet he 
allows, for all that, to prefs in at the door of 
mercy, faying, Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat of 
the crumbs that fall from the Majfier's table. 

10. You may plead mercy in the face of real 
refusals, rejections, and reproofs: for, though the 
door of mercy feem to be {hut and barred, and 
though he may juftly reject you forever, and 
keep you long at the back of the door; yet he . 
can foon open the door, and grant you accefs 
to his prefence.. And though he fhould not, 
it becomes, you to wait on him who faith, Ae 
will not contend for ever, neither will he be always 
wroth; left the fpirits fhould fail before him, and the 

Souls that he hath made. Oe 
‘11. You may plead mercy in the face of zm- 
probabilities; yea,and feeming impoffibilities, when 
there is no appearance of his {fhewing mercy; 
yet, like Abraham, againf? hope you are to believe 
in hope. Difpenfations feeming to contradict 
the promifed mercy, muft not ftop our mouth 
from pleading, nor embarafs our faith; but ra-. 
ther fet your prayer on proper edge, and your , 
faith on exercife. | xi 

12. You may plead mercy in the face of pre-. 
vailing iniquity. Surely this {hould humble and | 
afflict you ; and wo tothem that live infin, and 
prefume upon mercy: but when prevailing ini- 
quity begins to difcourage you from pleading 
mercy, fhake off that difcouraging temptation, 
and plead pardoning and purifying mercy the 
more earneftly; for, mercy hath been pled, . 
and fhould be pled, in the face of prevailing — 
fin: Jmiguities prevail againft us; but yet as for our 
tranfgreffions thou wilt purge them away, Pla:lxv. 3. 

In a word, you may.plead mercy in the:face 
of all temptations to the contrary, from whatever 
airth. Though the devil fhould fuggeft to you, 
that your pleading will bring a curte inftead-of 
a blefling, and that God hath decreed. the con-. 
trary to what you afk; yet God’s revealed will 
being the rule of your duty ; and his revealed 
mercy, through Chrift,; being the ground of 
your hope, you are to have no regard to thefe 
wicked fuggeftions :Jn the mdf of wrath, inthe 
midft of woes; in the midftiof all the fin and. 
mifery you can be furrounded with, as long 
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as you are out of hell, there is ground to plead, 
Lord, remember mercy. a 
But poflibly one may fay, What if Ido not plead 
regularly and fucce/sfully; fo as.to prevail? Why, if 
you plead fo as your plea fhall be regarded, 
(:.) Your pleading for mercy will exclude 
your préfuming upon mercy. The prefumptu- 
ous finner pleads mercy.as.an excufe for yhis 
fin; this is not pleading for mercy to.his foul, 
but mercy to his. fin :.. whereas they,that.duly 
plead.mercy, they plead for vengeance, upon 
their fins. aah Done te 
(2.) The pleading. for, mercy fuppofes a /en/e 
of fin and mifery, and of wrath.deferved. , They 
who have noapprehentions of wrath, will haye 
no, due apprehenfions of mercy. 3 
.. (3) True pleading for mercy excludes: a//.o- 
ther pleas; the man hath nothing to plead but 
mercy: he hath no merit of his own to’ plead, 
but the merit of hell. If he pleads the merit 
of Chrift, this is the fame with pleading mer- 
_cy; for mercy vents no other way but through 
the merit of Jefus... The foul dares not plead 
his duties, prayers, or-tears ; his frames, affec- 
tions, enlargements, or good qualifications ; 
no: he hath nothing to plead but mercy. 
» \(4.) The true pleader for mercy pleads it at 
the mercy-/eat, fprinkled with the blood of Chritft; 
~where he fees. mercy fecuired by the blood of 
the covenant, which makes.them she fure mer- 
cies of David. Now, would you fhare of this 
mercy of God to eternal life?Then, while you 
plead for mercy, plead wpen Chrift’s plea, and 
come in upon his'right; and you fhall be fure 
to obtain. Berges St 
Now, what fhall I fay to you who never yet 
truly! pleaded mercy, nor fled to the mercy 
of God in Chrift? Alas!’ how miferable are 
“you, that never yet faw your need of mercy! 
and :that are: to this day defpifers of mercy! 
What will become of you.if you remain in that 
‘cafe, when death and judgment comes!..OSirs, 
will you come.in.yet at the open door of mer- 
‘cy? Would you with to fhare of the mercy of 
God, and avoid the vengeance of God, when 
‘grim death ftares you in the face, and the aw- 
babs AES appears? Then. fly to the mercy 
of God now. But, fay you, Where is the mercy.of 
God? . Why, all his mercy.is in Chrift; God as 
‘in Chrift reconciling the world to. him/elf.. ‘There is 
no mercy in God, out of Chrift, to any guilty 
fianer...O then, Sirs, come to Chrift forthe 
‘mercy of God; for all the kinds of. his:mercy 
‘that you need isin Chrift... All the faving mer- 
‘cy.of God is. in Chrift, as,a,Saviour:, all the 
Aealing mercy of God is.in Chrift, as a Phyfician: 
al e teaching, mercy of God is in Chrift,,as.a 
‘Prieft: all the. foul-fanctifying, fin-ubduing,, and 
conquering mercy of God is in Chrift, as:a King: 
all the rich and /upplhing mercy of God is in 
Chrift, as the ftore-houfe and treafury of grace, 
‘that out of his fulne/s you may receive grace for grace; 
My faithfulne/s and my mercy fhall be with him, faith 
God,. Pfal..lxxxix,24.. And dince all.the-mercy 
of God is with him, Othen, Sirs, come; come 
to.J ae ; and fo’ you will {hare of, the mer- 
cy of God. If you fay, you cannot,come; I 
tell you aORHB tbe reft, the drawing mercy of 
God is with him; and therefore he fays, Wheu 
Lam lifted up, I will draw all. men after me: and 
Si owheh De dey ema ay Snare ened rail HOUT 
heart was faying, Lord, draw ; draw me; 1 hope 
drawing mercy is not far away. O may power 
accompany the call and offer of mercy.inChritt. 
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Again,;-As for you who have fed to the mer- 
cy of Godin. Chrift, and. know what itis to 
plead mercy, even-in:the midft of wrath; O Sirs, go 
en to plead, that he would remember mercy, and 
to plead; it joyfully ; whatever tokens of wrath 
you,aré encompafled with, it is but fatherly 
wrath, and mercy is in the midftof it: mercy 
isin the midft of your afflictions; mercy is in 
the midft of your temptations; mercy isin the 
midft of defertions; mercy is in the midft of 
your reproofs; mercy is in the midft of your 
ficknefs and forrows; mercy isin the midit of 
your wants and poyerty ;, mercy isin the midt 
of. all. your loffes.and crofles; mercy is in the 
midit of all the wrath you are under: and 
hence, in'the midf of wrath he will, remem- 
ber mercy ; and therefore in the midftof wrath 
rememiber ye his mercy, and do not forget it, 
though you fhould fee nothing but wrath, Hab. 
iliv17,18.. But poflibly one may fay, Why /hall 
L not beheve that be is in earnef, when I percive no- 
thing but wrath im his providence and dealing with 


me? Yes; you are to.believe that heisinear- , 


neft, correcting you,’ in earnelt chaftifing you; 
he is in earneft trying you, or he is in earnett 
vifiting your iniquities with rods, and may be 
taking, vengeance on your inventions: but for 
all that, never dream that he has forgotten 
mercy; for, bis loving-kindne/s will he not take a- 
way, nor alter the word that is gone out of his mouth. 
The mountains may depart, and the hills be removed; 
but my kindne/s [hall not depart from thee, nor the co- 
venaut of my peace be removed, Ifa. liv.1o. There- 
fore, upon the ftrongeft ground, you may full 
plead mercy,and with holy confidence expect it. 

2.'I would advife you, not only to plead he 
would remember mercy to yourfelves, but mer- 
cy toward others. Plead his mercy to all‘ ‘his 
churches: plead: merey to the church of Scotland, 
in, the midit. efwrathful. days: though you 
fhould fee no particular promife in all. the 
Bible to.it, yet'if faith can take a general pro- 
mife,and apply it toa particular church, it will 
{peak mercy to it; becaufe the author of faith 
never creates any ufelefs act of faith. Plead 
mercy to the ra/ing generation, that they may not 
be carried. down. the ftream ofimpiety, profa- 
nity, and immorality; nor drowned in thede- 
luge of error and, infidelity that is like to-over- 
flow the prefent generation.—Plead mercy to 
your concerns, to your children, farnily, -rela- 
tives, friends, acquaintances, and to all -your 
neighbours about you.— Plead mercy to young 
communicants, who never trode. that path before, 
that from this time the foundation of the {pi- 
ritual cemple. may. be,laid, the building raifed, 
and the promife made! out,’Hag. i..19. From 
this,day will d blefsyou.—Let, mercy alfo, bexpled 
for.old.commumcants; who.are turned in to-ah a=. 
fy: way of communicating by courfe, ina car- 
nal,,formal,. cuftomary manner,: for the moft 
part; and-who are not at-fuitable pains,to ftir 


up the grace of faith, love, repentance,and o+ ~ 
ther graces, to'a lively exercife.—Plead mercy 


for unworthy:communicants,who haveapproached 
to. God’s altar}, and yet have not been! prepar- 
ed according to the preparation of the fan¢ctu- 
ary, that the blood. they have trampled-upon 
may;, wath away- the, fin, of, unworthy, '¢om- 
municating,+— Yea, let mercy alfo. be: pled. for 
worthy communicants,’ that goodne/s and, mercy may 
follow them, and that they mary follow the Lord 
with full purpofé of heart, and adorn the doctrine \of 
God their Saviour m all things; and that they may 


e > a 


never . 
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good eaufe, if-it be grounded upon ignorance; 
and want of underftanding, it comes’ to little 


account; yea; it brings ‘to ruin? fovit was with: 


the‘Jews. Light and heat {hould beara pro- 
portion to one. another. 


10.’ When they-ra/bly approach to. God in du- 


ties and, ordinances, and worfhip.- him ina car- 
nal, formal way; and particularly-when they 
profane the table of- the Lord, by unworthy 


communicating: He that eateth and drinketh uns 
worthily, eateth and:drinketh judgment to bimfelf, not 
difcerning the Lord’s body: for this canfe many are | 


weak and fickly among you, and ‘many fleep, 1 Cor. 
xi. 30. Many are punithed with fudden death 
for their finful way of {hewing forth theLord’s 
death: yetall in mercy.to hisown; for,though 
he pardon their fin, he ‘takes vengeance: on their in 
ventions. pest abe { aren 


IV. The fourth thing we propofed was, ‘To 
give the rea/ons why he daves and {hews mercy 
in fuch terrible and wrathful ways. 

1. It is ‘out of a gracious defign; particularly 
to caufe them to feek his face: Jn their affirction 
they /hall feek me early, Hol. v.15. God's own 
people are fometimes ready to carry ftrangely 
towards him: and he faithof them, Jer. xi. 9. 


Mine heritage is unto me as.a fpeckled bird: the birds ° 


round about are againft her. Come up, affemble all the 
beafts of the field: “come to devour. He bringeth 
them into captivity. But notice how he {peaks 
of them elfewhere, Song 11.4. O my dove, that 
art in the clefts: of the rock, the fecret places of the 
flairs : let me fee thy countenance, let me hear thy vorce ; 
for feet is thy voice, and thy countenance 7s comely. 
He makes his fpeckled bird fly to the clefts of 
the rock. be 53 

2. It'is to infrud? them, that they may: have 
experimental knowledge, what it is to want 
him, and what it is to enjoy him.: Then: mine 
anger fhall be. kindled againft them in that.day; and I 
will forfake them, and I wall bide my face:from them, 
and they fhall be devoured, and: many evils: and trou- 
bles fhall befal ‘them, fo that they will fay un that day, 
Are not thefe evils come uponius, becaufe our God 2s not 
among us, Deut. xxxi. 17. ;It is faid, Hof.viine. 
Yrael fhall fay: unto me,'My God, weknow thee, 
namely, experimentally .now. | It is so inftruct 


them of the evil of fin, fo'as to be purged ’from 


it; By this /hall the iniquity of Jacob be purged ; and 
this is all the fruit to take away.fin, Wa. xxvii. 9. 
3. That his people: may .underftand more 
fully the ‘ove of our Lord Jefus Chrift toward 
them; and that they may know-or guefs:at 
the greatnefs-of the affliction and trouble that 
the Lord Jefus underwent; who ‘fufferedthe 
wrath of God for our fake, and in our:room:: 
He was wounded for our tranfgreffions; he was bruif- 
ed for our imiguities ; the chaftifement.of our peace.awas 
upon him, and with his firipes we are: healed 
.4iThat' all: may know that-God: will not 
fpare fin, evervin his own: You only have I known 
of all the families of theearth; therefore nvill 1 wy 
e 


yon for your ingquities, Amos wii, 7s And: this 


‘doth in a conformity. to his:promife, Plavixxxix, 
30,34. If hischildren forfake my law, and walk not 


in my judgments ; if they break my flatutes, and keep 


_ bg. He faves and’ dhews ‘mercy:in. ways ter- 
awible and-wrathful, that his. mercy towards - 


aot my commandments ; then will Lvifit their tran/- 
greffions with the rod, and their iniquities with firipes: 
-neverthele/s my loving-kindne/s will J. not take from 
him, nor fuffer my faithfulne/s to fail s..my:. covenant 
will L not break, nor alter the word that is gone out of 


my Lips. See Deut. xxvilis8, sge 60 . 9 
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them may be wonderful and»affoni/hing. When 
they are broughttothe mouth of the pit, to the 
brink of deftruction, to the midft of the furnace 
of wrath, and then plucked as brands out of 
the burning, how wonderful and aftonifhing 
is his mercy !..And how do they ftand amaz- 
ed, crying, Is this the manner of man! Then he 
gives them beauty forrafhes, the oyl of joy for mo °n- 
mg, and the garments of praife for the /pirit of heavi- 
6. He fhews mercy in ways terrible, that his 
mercy:may appear the»more amiable. Mercy 
_atvany rate is defirajgle and lovely; but mercy 
in the midft of «wrath, and terrible tempefts, 
O how {weet is.it!. Light is precious when it 
fhines out of darknefs; fo is mercy when it 
arifes:out of wrath. pa! . 


V. The fifth thing propofed was the applica- « 
we dhall eflay inia »<: 


tion of “this point ;. which 
few inferences.’ 


ett 4t2° 


1. Hence fee with:what awful reverence we 
ought to compafs the altar of God, and to ap: 
proach, to a communion: table:\our God is.a“' 


confuming fire; a God of: terrible majefty; as. \: 


well-as.of tender mercy. Let a man examine bim- 


Jelf, and prepare himfelf, that he provoke not’: 


God, by.unworthycommunicating, to difplay 
his wrath inftead»of :mercys) 2) roe a 
2. Let all the children of God be cautious and 


circumfpec?: thoughethe Lord will fave:them; » 


yet he hath terrible ways of doing it. If they 


provoke their Father to anger, he may ‘write — 


bitter things againft them, run upon them like 
ailion, and break them: iwichbreach ipon 
breach: Youonly haved known of all the familiesof* 
the. earth ;, therefore will: I puni/h-you for your iniqua- 
ties, Amos 111.7. You ;waik. upon. pinacles’; 


none in.all. the world have more:need:to walk’. 


‘exactly: You-are expofed to dangerous temp" ‘ 


tations, both: from: yourfelves: and’ from‘ the ” 


devil::in:yourfelves, from the corruption‘and. 


pride of yournature?:and:the lion of hell-will: : 


be upon you with his utmoft violence: for he 
conflantly goes about feekmg whom he may devour. 
3. Let the wicked tremble to meet with the great 


and terrible God. Jfhe be foterrible to hisown, — 


what. may they expect: who’ are his: enemies! 


if the righteous fhall fearcely be faved, where fhall - 


the; wicked and ungodly appear? .When God‘comes 


evenin mercy to his people, they havenot:been - 


able.to bear it, Exod: xxv192°.Thus Mofes faid, 
Lexceedingly fear and quake; Heb. xii. 22 John: 
Sell down dead, Revo is 17%, When: God appears ‘ 


in. mercy to-his: people;nif there be: but one 
bright beam of his majefty {hining’ forth, it: - 
cannot be born, it is fo terrible; if that bright « 
beam of his majefty make them tremble, what’) 
will: become of you:when he appearsim hig: 

wrath,/twhen ‘the=terrible ftream of :fire’ and © 


brimftone fhall:iffue from his awful ‘throne?’ 


It as faid of him; even when he fits as atefiner. , 
and: purifier, Who:fhall abide:the day of his coming! 
Mal.a1.2.« How willhethen’burn up the chaff? 


O but fnners in Zion fhall becafraid,fearfulnefs (hall 
furprife the hypocrite, Wa. xxxiiie14. If the faints 


may -haveithe sentence of death in themfelves, 2 Cors 


428.; and if this be:terrible, how will the exe 


cution of the fentence of death everlafting terri- » 


bly torment the: wicked:for ever! ! is «>» - 


.. ‘4+ Sined the. door of hope is yet op n, hence | 


let riot terrable.times, and terrible difpenfations, create 


defperate thoughts; fince God faves in terribleaways, 
look to mereyrid theimidft ofwwraths\for; bemalti- - - 


plies. to pardom,- and keeps:merey for thoufands. v0. 
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mf Some Stens of a fad Evening Time with the Church of Go D. 


Z 


BCH. xiv. 7: 
- OS the whole fcriptures tefify of Chrif, fo this 
A text tiftifies concerning: the tenor of bis difpen- 

™ fations towards his church and people; both 
in his providence and grace—There are two buts 


_ in the verfe where our text lies; the oné points at 


the wife di/pofure, the other at the joyful iffue of God’s 
procedure towards his chufeh and people. 

- In the words themfelves we obferved, 1. The /ad- 
¢ft crofes and calamities that befal the church and peo- 
ple of God in this world, reprefented under the me- 
taphor of an evening time. 2. The /weetef comforts and 
‘encouragements that take place in their lot, repréfent- 
edunder the metaphor ‘of /ight.. 3. The /eafon, or 


“remarkable time wherein this light breaks forth; it is 


at the evening time, when their hope is giving up 
the ghoft. 4. You have the i/allible certainty of this 
‘happy iffue, 4 /hall come to pafs,’that at evening time 
‘at fhall be light. > Big) PAROLE DANE 

» Thefethings we have formerly opened up +; our 
‘prefent purpofe is to evince; that the present time we 
‘livein‘is an evening time. We'would:‘have you atten- 
tively confider the /igus of the time ; and furely, if you 
doi {o, it will appear too evident, that itis an even- 
“mg time, a dark time, an evil time with the church of 
God. And, to affiftyou herein; ‘we would repre- 
‘fent fome of theSiens ofan evening time in the church. 
‘And:feeing the Spirit of God ‘expreffes the /ad cafe 
‘ofa people by an-evening time,’ he hereby allows us 
-tovallude to the phrafe in reprefenting the fame. 


-The figns that we mention then fhall be gathered. 


from: that allafion, fo’ as:they may be the better 


fixed apon: your/memiories, when they are expref- — 


fed by fuch things as are obvious’ to every body, 


- whocandiftinguith between evening and'morning. 


"Now, of thefeSrens there are two forts." 1. Some 
that-may be called prognofticating figns; fhewing 
‘that a'dark evening is approaching. 2! Some that 
‘maybe called promulgating figns, {hewing thatthe 
-prefent'time’is an evening timei)) 60.7050 > 


If, There are prognofiicating! figas, that’ not ‘only 


‘thew forth much darknefs prefent,. but that a dark- 
‘erevening time is bafening on; fach-a$ thefe fol- 


lowing. rw. lg ttte | | 

aIt is afign that bodes an evening time when 
the /hadows are waxing long.' While the fun is high, 
the fhadows are thort; . but the lower the'fun is, 
the longer the fhadows are.—So here; my friends, 
itis afign of an evening time coming upon'the 
Cchurch,:when empiy /hadows are growing long} aiid 
ofsmore account than /ubfantial religion. When'a 
‘man’s {hadow is’ two or three times longer than 


_ Ahimfelf, it faysthe fun is low, andthe night is’nigh. 


ds itnot fo ina fpiritual fenfe, when  profeflors have 


--muchmore of the form of godline/sthan of the power 


‘thereof; more of the /hadow of religion than the /ib- 
france of it? Some, indeed, have not fo much-as the 
‘form or{hadow of religion either in their families 
‘or clofets ; which faith. that-it is quite dark’ with 
them, and that they are deftitute of the light of the 
knowledge of Chrift: for, where’ — is no lighe, 
‘there is no fhadowatall; albis black darknefs there: 
or, they havea thadow of devotion; and Tio more or 
jittle more; which faith thatthelight they haveis a 
declining light, and that a dark evening is coming 
on. When the churchiis in a thriving cafe, and the 
fun: high in her firmament, the fhadows of emp- 
ty forms, fuperftitious: ceremoniés, and “human 
inventions are cut fhort 5: yea,’ and’cut off, as ‘you 
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+ Thefe, and other topics of difcourfe, were handled by our Author, in feveral excellent Sermons; at-facramental occafi 
the propofed fize of this volume permits us not to infert the whole of them. This one, 


—'But it fhall come to pafs, that at evening time it’ [hall be Hebe, ‘ 


know they were foletinly renounced and: abjured 
among’ us, in our covenanting days: but when the 
fhadows are turning long’ again, many ftanding 
up for them, and few appearing againft them, but 
rather ftanding for nothing but mere fhadows in 
the church of God, themfelves have a name to live, 
but are dead; when this, I fay, ‘doth univerfally 
obtain, it befpeaks an evening time. >.» . 

“2, Tt is 'a fig that bodes ah evening ‘time, when 


Tabourers are faft returning from their labour Vf you fee 


‘thofe who labour in the field returning hémiefrom 
their work, you conclude that the‘evenin? time is 
at hand.—So, when, in the church of God, many 
faithful labourers, in God’s vineyard, are faft taken 
home to heaven, from their labour on earth, it is a 
fign that an evening time is approachin g. Asthe re- 
moval of the godly in'general is a prognofticating 
fign of an evéning of judgment coming, they being 
taken away from the oil to come ; fo the removal of emi- 
nent labourers in God's vineyard in particular, bodes 
an evening time.When Lots are taken out of Sodom, 
it prefages a fhower of wrath! Methufelah was tak- 
en away the year before the flood; Ambrofe was 
removed before the ruin of Italy ; Luther,’ before 
the wars of Germany; and many eminent labour- 
ers hath the Lord, of late, removed in this land, and 
from this country-fidé: we may only thence con- 
clude, that when Noahs are taken into their arks, 
it betokes a deluge, and that God gathers his har- 
velit before the winter ftorm, and calls homé la- 
‘bourers before the dark night come on. ' 

-3. Itis 4 fign that bodes anevening time, when 
“men begin generally 'to'be heavy and’ fleepy headed: for,'as 
they that /leép, cep in the nig bt, iaith the’apoftle ;- fo, 
when men begin to fall’a napping, it {hews that 
the‘ night is coming on!“£ Thus when univer/al fecu- 
rity, and /piritual fleep and floibfulne/s begin to feize a 
church, it betokens a night of jadgment approach- 
ing. We find’all the'virgitis, both wife and foolith, 
to lumber and fleep before the mid-night cry was made. 
‘When people are faying, Peace, peace; then Judden de- 
firuction cometh.’ There are many fymptoms of fleep 
and fecurity ‘about us;\ and we are not like to be 
awakened till'the mid-ni¢ht cry of the Lord’s com- 
‘ing, in’a way of judginent: neither will that cry 
awaken a fecure generation, unlefs the Lord come 
powerfully with ith" Bub 19o0 S sestores fests 
“4: It 184 fign of an evening time'a-coming, when 
‘thé dew begins to fall. We find thé Lord fpeaking to. 


his {leéping ‘church in thefe‘terms, Song v.2. Open 


‘tome, for my head is filled with the dew, and my locks with 
the drops of the night? intimating, what he fuffered 
‘for her; even the dew and drops of the’night of di- 
vine Wrath and vengeance” Which, by the bye, is 
‘oneé’of the grand ‘motives why we ought’to open 
our hearts to him, whoexpofed himfelf to the 
wrath of God for us! But now, I fay, when the 
dew’ bepins to fall, it betokens an evening time— 
So;'‘when* the dew and drops of God’s judgements 
‘begin to fall upon’a church, ‘it bodes a darker e- 
vening time approaching; efpecially if thefe leffer 
‘drops of judgment have northe proper effe& upon 
them, to awaken and quicken, but they rather re- 
‘Main incorrigible: for, as a phyfician} when lefler 
‘potions will not work, prefcribes a ftronger ; ‘fo, 
dmall judgments contemned, ‘are harbengers to 
ufher in greater! Uf by the/e ye will not be reformed, faith 
the'Lord; then will Ipuni/h youJeven ‘times more far your 
: ; ert Y ‘ : aa’ eee sae ee a} 
tons, in the year 1723. Bat- 


being fo appofite to the prefent times, it was judged 


efent A ed pro 
to conclude the fermons in this volume with it, If thefe'difcourfes meet with that favourable ‘reception, that they are juftly intitled "2 is polfible 
the public may be gratified with fome others, on interefling {ubjeéts, judicioufly compofed and accurately wrote, and ftiil preferved'in his note-books, 
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iniquities. How many drops of the night have been! 
falling, for fometime bygope, upon us, 
to all that have theif eyesopen; yea, to Common 
obfervers: not only thedeath of many gracious men, 
butalfo the great departure of the diyineglory;:the 
wide rent and divifion.of the church; -befidesma-~ 
ny temporal judgments, jnteftine flames, infurrec- 
tions, fword, poverty, flavery: and more efpecially 
f{piritual:judgments; blindnefs of mind, hardnefs 
of heart, barrennefs.under, the gofpel, and innu- 
numerable drops of dew that have fallen; do.not 
thefe prognofticate an evening time? nihetlen 

5. It is a fign of amevening time approaching, 
when: the air (that;was warm with the fun-beams 
thro’ the day) becomes exceeding cold: when thefun,be+ 
ing away, the air grows cold, it fays the dark might 


.is coming on.—-Even fo, when iniquity abounds, the love. 


of many waxeth cold, Mat.xxiv. 12... This coldnefs, of 
»Chriftian love to God.and: men, .is.a certain fore- 
» punnerof adarkerevening time of calamity. Ephe- 
fas fell from her firft love, and the candleftic was taken out 
of its placeyRev. il, 4,5. When Laodicea became /uke- 
warm, neither cold nor hat; then, God fpued ber out. of his 
‘mouth ; that is, rejected: her with abhorrence.’ Per- 
haps there was’ never a colder air than that which 
the prefent generation breathes in: love to Godand 
his people, zeal for God and his glory, that fome- 
- time'ago warmed the breafts of Chriftians, isturned 
to fuch:a cool of the.evening, thatthe coldnefsof 
‘the air’ prognofticates.a ftorm. 74 
6. Itisa fign of amevening time approaching, 
“when the clouds and jhy begin to grown ruddy and. bloody, 
Sas inwere findlured with fcarlet: whatever tair days 
o4t mayfignify afterward,vyet it is afign of an even- 
ing, i the firft-place, to be at hand: —So,-when dry 


* Sclouds; by -reflection. of the fun-beams, caft a dath, 


‘and make a fair appearance, and no more; Imean, 


‘when bypocrify is caniverfal, and profeflors are no-» 


‘thing but clouds apithout. water;Jude ver. 12. having 
) @uglittering, fplendid outide,but empty and. defti- 
= tute of the Spirit; and when, at the dame time, the 
great ones of the land, whether in church or ftate, 
“that fly above others, like the clouds, inftead of be- 
ing ufeful for watering thofe that are below them, 
‘are turned to nothing but red fky, bright empty 
‘nothings, having no moifture in. them, no grace: 
and, indeed, when the great ones of a land are given 
‘up of God, and. become generally gracelefs, and 
cdeftitute of religion, itis afymptom of an evening 
=time of wrath. When king Saul is rejected of God, 
“and runs to the devil,confulting with the witch, of 
“Endor; then‘heand Ifrael falls upon the mountain 
of Gilboa/: When Zedekiahvis given up, with, his. 


‘nobles, ‘to rebel againft the king of Babylon, and 


‘break’ covenant}: then he and his,people are carri- 
-ed away captive to Babylon. When David was fo 
far left deftirute of the Spiritof God, that his heart. 
“was lifted up in pride to number the people; then 
“a fevere ftroke from God lights upon Irael.. Alas! 
when great. men, nobility and, gentry, are left of 
“God, and turned fenfual, not having the Spirit, what are 
they but fomany ruddy glaring clouds, from whom: 


“God is withdrawing: wholly; and fo many bloody 
‘figns of a dark might.coming on?) oi) igs 
~<7. Another fign of an evening time is, when,hills 
“and mountains begin to interpofe' between the fun,and.us; 
“when they begin to hide the body. of the fun. from 
“us, then ‘night comes on. Even fo, it 1s.a fymptom 
ofian evening time haftening on a church, when 
“mountains of faand guilt; great mountains{eparate 
between God and fonda eweenChrift;theSun of righ- 
“teoufnefs, and his:church. ‘Who.can fludy the cir 
cumftances of our day, and the abounding: iniqui- 
‘tiesand profanities of allforts,and among all ranks, 


without fecing goodcaufe tojuftify theLord’s with-" 


drawing his prefencejand taking with the charge, 
“Ifa. lix.20. Your inigiities have feparate between you and: 
. Riana “and your ink bave bid bit face from you? The 


hills are come ‘between ‘the fun and.us, and night. 
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__.&.,Another fign of an-evening timeis, when vhe 
light is gradually declining and departing.—So it is a fym- 
\ptom of an evening time coming onachurch, when 
there is a gradual departure of God's glory. We read of 
-the gradual removes of the glory of the Lord from. - 
the cherub to the threfbold of the houfe, and there it ° 
ftood; from thence to the midft.of the city; and from 
thence to the mountaim, Ezek. x. 4,18, xi. 23. Shewing’ 
us; by, howmmany dteps.and paces theLord departs 
froma finful people,.as loth to-goaway; and wait- 
ing tofee if any will interceetl with: him to, return: 
The.gradual departure of God's.glory-is.a figh of 
the gradual approach ofa fad, evening times: » 
9. Another fign efian-evening time approaching 
is, when, finging birds;ang flent, and: give over their me» 
lodiousnotes.— Nowy you. know; adlightfometime of 
the,church is.reprefented by a. timeof finging of birds, 
Song ii.12. So.we fay, it is afign.of a dark even- 
ing time at hand, when.-the finging: birds begin to: 


ceafe;, 1 mean, when:the {weet fingersin Ifrael:have - : 


loft .their-melody, and. are out-of: court; being fo 
far difcourted that;they are no more wfeful, inthe 
courts, of Zion... When God difcourted old Eli,iand 
would notf{peak tohim but toyoungSamnelsothen 
a night. of wrath was near to Eli’s family, to:Ho- 
phire and Phineas; yea, to the church of God: for 
prefently the ark of God was:taken, and leftinithe 
hands of. the Philiftines: . When Solomon was dif- 
courted; then a multitude of enemies brakeinup- 
on him and his-people:: When old profeffors;are 
difcourted, finging: birds ileoathand eminent fer- 
vants,. who have been ufeful thro’ theday,.are dif- 
mifled;. as if there were no morearfe for them, it 


fays that evening time isicoming on. When God © 


is faying,.in his providence, to:his old friends! and 
favourites, that he hath ‘no, more todo with them 
inthis world, theiringing time on earth being o- © 
ver: when ufeful inflruments are become unfavou- 
ry falt, having loft-cheir ufefulnefs, their favour, 
and.their melody; it is a fymptom that night: is 
coming on, that the’day-birds are drooping. i=! 
_1o. 1t-is, afign that theevening time is:coming, 
when, as the day-birds are either. flying toctheir 
nefts,, or drooping..aid: putting them billsander 
their wings, fo the night birds are appearing and flying 
abroad;; when the morning birds. are-difappéaring, 
and the evening birds; fuch.asthe bat andthe hou- 
let, that, cannot endure the light of day, are difco-: 
vering themfelves,;.it is a fign’,that mightiis ap- 
proaching.—-So, Sirs, it is.a fad fymptomof:avery. 
dark night coming on a church, when notonly;on .~ 
the.one hand, the-day-dirds, that ing fweetly in:pu-. > 


blithing the joyful found, are,either flying’away ©. 


to their heavenly nett; or,if anyof them are left,as 
I hope many.are, yet they are generally underfome 
filencing kind of dark-cloud orvail; thatmarsthew 
melody.and ufefulnefs: butalfo,on.the other-hand, | 
when;the wighicbirds, fach as heretics and» erroneous 
teachers; ave flying about; and; difcovering them- 
felves.. ,1f it, were,a:clear day in the church, !fuch 
evening birds, that delight in the darknefi of ertor, 
would not.peepoutiof their holes; but theirappear- 
ing, prognofticates.a dark evening times:for.a.de- 
luge of error brings.on a deluge of wrath, 2 Thef, 
ij (10, P9512» 2 Petuiiia,2. Surely no erroris more 
damnable and pernicious, than: that of. denying the 
Lord -that-bought them; and. cafting\a cloud upon the 
fupreme Deity, of the Lord Jefus Chrift: thisblack 
cloud of Arianifm, -is:one of-the-blackeft that ever 
covered. the gofpel church, -and: yet,» befides this, 
many other clouds of error have darkenedourfky, 
However, errors.and herefies muft needs bée,faiththeSpi- 
ritof God, that thofe:that are approved may be:made mar — 
nifef; and they mut bealfo;:thatapproven truth - 
ightly,. when it 
breaks out from-beneath the-dark cloud of:error, 
11. It isafign of ameveni 
men are generally tired with the tal, and wearied wi 


work of the day— Sovit isafign-o 


“af ADETOBL 


* 


Sik CXL 


the fervice of God, and work of the day, Whar owia- 
rénefs-is it? When people are weary of CérijPand his 
yokepweary of the trae religion, &c.' wfhews that God 


is weary of them; that'God and they are notto keep 


company dong together; or that‘fome heavier yoke 
is'to be laid‘upon ‘their:neck, to make'them long for; 
and take-the better with his ‘light and-eafy yoke: 
This wearinefs of ‘God's*fervice isevident from the 
general arhei/m-and infidelity‘of the day ; men faying 
to the Almighty, Depart from us ; we defire not thé know- 
ledge'of thy ways: what is the Almighty that we fhould ferve 
him *Job'xxii't4, r5.—It is evident from the op that is 
put to reformation, which'proves but ‘an abortive child; 
it Ricks in the birth, or ‘ratherygoes ‘backward; and 
draws in its hand; which fays, that the-child of wrath 
is'to be ‘brought forth before the child of mercy; I 
allude to that hiftory, Gen. xxxviiii'27°—~It is evident 
from'thisy that there is none to fand in the gap, at which 
wrath efiters in, Ezék:xxii/30, 31. “When'menare ge: 


- herally weary of prayer; the gap is open, and judg- 


ments ready to come‘in.' » And fometimes people are 
fo weary of God, and foripe for aftroke, that: though 
there'were a praying and wreftling remnant bufy in 
their behalf, ic would not avail’ Sin may become to 
fucl a height, and the rectitude of God’s equity and 
juftice: may be fo-much concerned to punith it, ina 
church or nation, thatthe moft powerful intercefflion 
of mencannot prevail, Jer.xv. 1)’ There is atime when 
prayers: and pleadings will not profit a people; ‘yea, 
when there is no’phyfic operative, Ezek. xxiv. 13,14. 

12 It is a fign’ of an evening time approaching, 
wherthe Vieht becomer uneafy, and windows become ufelefs 


- forletting imthe light ;sand:when men clofe the win- 


i] 


dow-fhutters to exclude any light that isfhining: this 
you know is ordinary when the night is coming on.— 


- Even fo; Sits, it isa fad fign of an approaching dark 
“night in the church of God, when the light of the go/> 


pel becomes uneafy to: men, when they: prefer the 


-darknefs of ignorance, tothe light of knowledge} 


and the darkuefsof error, to the light of truth } the 
darknefsoflegal notions, ‘to the light of gofpel my- 
fteties; Joliniit. 19: -Gofpel ordinances aré compared 
to windows for letting inthe light, Song ii. 9.) Now; 
when: thefe become’ ufelefs for this énd, and the gof- 
pel comes under a general‘contempt; it is 4 fad fym- 


_ ptomrof-night coming'on, 2 Chron: xxxvi. 15} 16. Je- 


tufalem hada fignal’day of the gofpel; but fhe fella 
Stoning the prophets, and did not kiorw' the tie of her mer- 
ciful vifitation ; therefore wrath cane upon them'to the ut- 
termoft': and, behold her houfe is left unto ber defolate. We 
have our gofpel-day; ‘and the time has been when 
the gofpel was highly preffed and valued: but pof- 
fibly thirty or forty years pofleffion ofthe gofpel has 
given many people a fill of it, fo as they lothe the hea- 
venly*manna ; it is become light food’and unfavou- 
ry to the moft part: any thing in.the world taftes ‘bet- 
ter, in their mouth, than the waters of the fanctuary) 
The'lieht {hineth in darknefi; and the darknefs comprebendeth 
i not syea; the darknefs fhuts out the light, or atthe 
fame time holds the truth'in unriz bteonfne/s, Rom. 118. 
Sadly, There are promulvating fens, fhewing: that the 
prefent time is an evening time. ‘Many of thefe things 
that’ have’ mentioned, not only declare, thatitis an 


evenitig time, but they arealfo prognoftications of 4. 


oa setahe approaching. And‘as 1 have nor gone 
6ut of my Bible to°prophefy of whatis to come; fo 
ficither‘need I go far off ‘to find figns and evidences 
that the time we live ‘in'is, indeed, ‘an evening time; 


in many Fefpects:-and while! offer thefe marks of an» 


évening ‘time,you may, and ought'to'try yourfelves 
whether it be'a dark nightwith yous as well'as with 
the chtirch of God in general, that fo you may the 


more deeply re gret the darknetsafiyoarcdndition;. 
- dhdlnpre vigort 


y apply to’ Chriftthe fountain of 
light; that'at evening time he would make light to 
fhine.—The fignsof an everiingtimeprefent arémany! 
‘we fhall mention thefe following; ftilPalluding to'the 
metaphor that the Spirit of God'makes tife-of) NK 
oy, Teiéa fad fign of pe tera timéwhen 
the flars only appear anid the fin difappears } whew nothing: 
RcbTryeks: isk w pres Pale Ys WoO girs jo" 
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butstars‘appéarim the firnament: “Now, minifters 
ofthe gofpel:areicompared to fers that! borrow their 
light from thefun;" theysare called:fars invhis iright- 
hants* but Chrift himfelf issthe'Sun of rig hteou/ne/s. — 
Now,! isdt not’an evidencenthatait as: evening time, 
whemthe lightiofithe fun, the glory!of Chrift, cannot 
berfeen|!and:only'the ftar-lightiappears !o: And when 
there iso more but amoutward objeCtive dighrofia 
gofpel-miniftry, without andnternal fibjective light 
of the: knowled ge‘of the slory of Godvini the: face’of 
Jefus:Chrift? «And when peopleare;gazing only up- 
on the ftars 7 lookin g: merely toinftruments;and tak- 
en up withithens}:withoutrlocking to:Chrift himfelf? 
neleisalfad fign oftanvevening time, whem that 
whichvis called the falling of fars is difcernable And 
is it not an evening time: withthe church;rwhen the 
{tars are feen'to fallpasitvwere, »from-beaven to carth 3 
when thofe who were eminent tninifters:and: profet 
fors'are making apoftafy from thefaith; and when 
they are obferved to: make: /bipwreck of the faith and a 
kood'conferencey when the dracowds pulling dowin'the flars 
with bistail, and fons of the mormng falling tothe ground? 
Surely a2 time of :apoftafy and deteCion is: fo. 
3. Icisiaifign ofan evening time;when.wild fire caffs 
a dafby and yale lights are followed, fancied; and con- 
fided’in Andris. it: not adark evening time, ina fpi- 
ritual fenfe, when the light of wi/d-mature, the light 
of human wifdom. and ‘carnal: reafon is taking the 
place of fpirirual, feriptural, and gofpellight; and 
when men are following blind: guides, .falfe lights, 
that are ready tolead them into the ditch ;, and efpe- 
cially when ‘men are ‘confiding ‘in: their own light? 
There is nota greater fign of mens being in:the dark 
night of a natural ftate,» without faving light, «han 
when they are confident oftheir own knowledge, 
and fee. not their-own blindnefs and darknefs,\ John 
111.39, 40,41. Torthis purpofe fee 1-Cor: tits 1 8s:ville2 
4ettasadigm that itis amevening time;;when-arti- 
fiial light comes ito*be insmoft, requett;\ futh as; that 
of candles, arches, and:lamps, inftead:of day-light 
and fun dight<-Even fo;irisiah evening time im the 
church, when, inttead:of the fmplicity of the go/pely and 
the plain: preaching of the word:of. God,» preference 
is given to the wi/dom of wordsand. of human literature. 
When,-on the one hand, candidates forthe miniftry, 
and many whovare:acually invefted swith: the mint- 
fterial fun@tion, tho’ tinctured wich! loofesand legal 
principles, fet upforanew modith way of preaching; 
with  flourifhing charangues,. without ‘ftudying: to 
preach Chrift; and the great {ubftantial truths ofthe 
gofpel; but rather:empty {peculation, .and, lifelefs 
morality::and,:on the other: hand; when:a world of 
people, that come under the name:of wits,.and peo- 
pleiof @ fine tafte, are»pleafed: with nofermons,) but 
fuch*as-are artificially decked with the: flowers of 
gaudy rhetoric and tickling oratory;,and) when this 
comes to: be univerfally preferrédito plain; powerful; 
and fpiritual: preaching, »quité crofs to; the apottle 
Paul’s way; notwithftanding of his great attainments 
in human literature and acquired abilities,:a Corsi. 
172} 44 2\Now, when thefe: artificial lights jare fet. op 
and-efteemed,:as thesonly light in. requeft, a fpeaks 
a -darkrftate‘of the church) and efpecially the grofs 
darknefs'they are in:that pleafe themfelyes with can- 
dles ofthat fort, infteadof the true light, John iy 9. 
$. Itis'a fign of anevening:time, when darkne/s ob- 
fruits the light, \ binders difterning; and occafous many mi- 
fakes: Vfaov. 20.—'Thus it-fhewsan evening time in 
the:church im general, when: grofs darkne{s: of zgno- 
rancé covers them; and when the face of the covering 
remains, infomuch thatchereisno difcerning between 
good andevil, truth:and error; and when'the gene- 
rality dre-running into miftakes, How eafily are men 
chéated in thedark, having ‘badwares pur into their 
hands? They vert falfities, inftead:ofitruths;. forma- 


ities, ‘inftead’ of holinefssand, put. o! St Sa ng to 
rfulnefs of fin rules 
Sasha y 


men-imthedarks! and the dece’ EUS) 
over then, becaufe they are:imadtateo 
deftitute’of {piritual difeerning,,inf 
cannot receive the things of the Spiri 


S04 
6. It is a fign of an evening titae, when day-work 2s 
laid afide and night-work is in hand.—~ Even fo, is it not 
an evening time with people when the works of dark- 
nefs are generally practifed?) What thefe works of 
darknefs are, you may gather from Rom, xiiL. 12,13. 
See Job xxiv.17. Surely when profeflors turn profane, 
and works of darkne(s generally practifed, then it is 
an evening time. A finning time is always a dark 
time: profanity is the daughter of obfcurity. Dark- 
nefs and ignorance of God in Chrift, is the root of 
all wickednefs and ungodlinefs. 
7. Itisa fign of an evening time, when mex are 
cnerally wandering out of the way; for, people wander 
in the dark. — Even fo, is it not an evening time in 
the church, and with the generality, when not only 
works of darkne/s are practifed, by mens doing what is 
evil; but alfo duties of piety are neglected and omitted, 
by mens wandering out of the good way: and no 
wonder then men break God’s commands by com- 
miffion, when they wander from him by omiffion. 
But what makes wandering, but darknefs.and want 
of underftanding, which isa deadly fin? Prov. xxi..16. 
8. Ir is.a fign of an evening time, when fumbling 
becomes univerfal; for, as people wander in the dark, 
fo they tumble in the dark.— Alas! what a fad evi- 
dence of an evening time, in a fpiritual fenfe, when 
men are ftumbling on every fone in their way, and 
running over dangerous precipices unawares; and 
éfpecially when Chrift himfelf is become a fumbling 
frone, Rom. ix. 32,33. O! they are in dreadful dark- 
nefs that:are ftumbling on the rock of ages, on which 
they fhould be building! Why, fay you, who are they 
that fumble. upon Chrift, infiead of building on him? Why, 
even they that, like the Jews, have a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge, being ignorant of God's reghteoufne/s, 
and going about to eftablifb their own righteou/ne/s, and not 
Submitting themfelves to the righteoufne/s of God, Rom. X. 2, 3. 
Where you fee the darknefs of ignorance they were 
compafied with, was the caufe of their ftumbling. 
They were not ignorant of God’s law; nay, they were 
zealous for that: but they were ignorant of God's righ- 
teoufnefs, revealed in the gofpel; that is, of Chrift as 
the end of the law for righteoufne/s: and hence they ftum- 
bled in the dark. Many are much-enlightened in 
the knowledge of the law, and‘heated alfo with a 
zeal forthe law of God; and yetarein the dark-night 
of grofs ignorance of Chrift and God’s righteouinefs ; 
and fo they ftumble in the dark and fall into perdition, 
9. It is fad fign of an evening time, when all is bufh- 
ed in filence, and the houfe kept in profound peace: for, in 
the day time there is {till fome norfe about the houfe; 
but in the night time there is nothing, for ordinary, 
but undifturbed peace and tranquillity. Even fo, it 
isa fign that it isthe dark and dead hour of the night 
with people, when their Aearts are refling in the beds of 
carnal eaje-and peace: it fays that the devil-is lulling 
them afleepin the bed of fecurity ; When the frong:man 
armed keeps; his palace, his goods are in peace, Luke xi, 21. 
Some are ready to think, God be thanked I-was ne- 
ver difturbed by the devil: Yea, but man, why doth 
he not difturb you? The reafon is, becaufe he is {ure 
enoughof you:: but if youwere- réf/ting bum, he would 
give you little peace ;;he,would fet.all the powers of 
hell on your top... But when allas huth’d into a hel- 
lith peace, it is a black-evening time: thus many fay, 
We /hall-have peace, though: wwe add drunkenne/s to thirft. 
~ Joo Tt is.a plain ign of an evening.times yea; that: 
itismid-night with them, when alltheir doors are bar- 
red and bolted, and when.:no. knocks are beard or.anfwered, 
fo as, to-procure an opening of the door: this is the 
ate that frequently occurs.in the night tithe-——And 
now, is it not a fad evidence, thatit is an) evening 
_ time yea, a mid-night time with a multitude in the 
vifible church, when’ the doors of their hearts are fap fhut 
agains Chris andthough he fand, at the door and knock, 
Rev, ili 20. yetthey do not hear, anfwer, and open 
to him: When. finners knock at his.door, he is {till 
ready to open, according to his word, 7a him that knock- 
eth, it fhall be opened; but when he knocks at-the:fin- 
ner’s door, he may knock a thoufand,times,.and.ne- 
“+ “> heard and anfwered. Many a knock hath he. 
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given, and ftillis giving, at the door of this generati-; 
on.— He knocks by his word of command, Heb. iii.’7,8, 
Eph. v.14. 1John iii. 23.; by his word of threatening, 
John viii. 24. Luke xiii. 3.. Mark xvi. 16.; by his word 
of promife and kindly invitation, Mat. xi. 28. John vi. 35.) 
vii. 38.; by his word of expofulation, reafoning the 
matter, Ezek. xxx.11.; by his word of complaint, John. 
v. 4.3 and by his word of coun/el, Rev. iii. 18:— Again, 
he knocks by his Spirit, by confcience, by afflictions, 
by common mercies, by judgments, by the good ex- 
amples and counfels of others, and foretaftes of love. 
11. It is a fign that it isan evening time, when the 
moon is rifen, and rifen bigh: for, yow know, .as itis a 
fign the fun is fetting, when the moon is rifen; fo, 
for ordinary, the higher the moon is rifen, the far- 
ther on is the night, and the farther off -is the fun. 
When the moon.is up, the fun is down: Now, as: 
CuRisT is compared to the fun, and this worLD to 
the moon; fo, when it is day-light with the church of 
God, their {plendor is defcribed by the being clothed 
with the fun, and having the moon. under their feet, Revs 
xii. 1. And as it isaday time of fpiritual hght with 
a perfon or people, when they have the fun above 
their head, and-the moon under their feet:,fo'it is:a 
night-time of /piritual darknefs with a perfon or people; 
when they have the moon above their-head, and the 
fun under their feet; when mens affections are fet 
wholly upon this changeable world, this mutable | 
moon: when the world: is uppermoft in their heart, 
Chrift is dawnmoft. Is not then the worldly hearts, 
worldly affections, -worldly :mindednefs of people, 
who only mind earthly things, an evidence that they. are 
darknefs? Some: by the’ moon.in Rev. xii. 1. under- 
ftand. them oon of felf-righteoufne/s : and it holds thus 
alfo, that when men, inftead.of being clothed with 
the Sun: of righteoufnefs, and having the moon of 
felf-righteoufnefs under their feet, are clothed: with 
the moon, the {potted moon of their-own righteouf+ 
nefs; then they have theSun of righteoufnefs under 
their feet, they are trampling on Chritt and this righ- 
teoufnefs, while they are exalting themfelves and 
their own righteoufnefs, extolling the law of works, 
and not, knowing: that they: are thus,crying down 
Chrift, the end of the law for rig hteou/ne/s, ini whom.only — 
we have righteoufne/s and firengthe: «soya icon Log 
12. It is a fign that it is an evening time, when 
hoking-glaffes are of no ufe; and when, :by.reafoh of 
darknefs, men can -make no ufe or improvement eis 
ther of a mirror, for feeing themfelves ;. or a:pro/pedt, 


for feeing other things.— So, itis a ign of a very 


dark night, anevening time of grofs darknefs, when 
God's two glafes are of no ule; l-mean, neither: aw 
nor go/pel: avhen people can neither fee themfelves 
in the glafs of the law, norChrift in the glafs ofthe 
gofpel. It is a time.of light with people, when. they 
both fee themfelves, and their own: naughtinefs,: in 
the glafs of the law, as Paul did, Rom: vii.9.; and 
alfo when they fee.Chrift,. andthe glory..of God. in 
him, in the glafs of the gofpel,as Paul and others:did, 
2 Cor. iii, 18. -But-it is a time of darknefs.with, the 


church, and with particular fouls, and a fad evidence, 


acertain fign of their total wantof faving light, when 
the law) is unferviceable for difcovering, their finful, 
nature, hearts, and-lives ;.and the gofpel unfervice- 
able for difcovering the glory of God, in‘the method, 
of falvation through Chrift: when they are. neither, 


convinced of fin and. mifery; by the Spirit, opening 


the command, and applying the threatening of the 
law; nor convinced of righteoufnefs and judgment, 
by the Spirit coming as a Spirit of wi/dom andrevelation, 
in the knowledge of Chrift, as the Lord our righteoufmefs.\.- 
Now, tell me, after you have heard thefe fens of an 
evening time, if there be not- much matter.and ground 
of deep regretand lamentationover the prefent.time?. 
Are not the generality in the vifible church,; yea, the: 
moft part here, under grofsdarknefs? Isitnota black. 
evening with you, man; with you, woman? :If-God. 
would convince you by) thefe nee s of it, you. would. 
{ee,that.you are 1nveloped. and {urrounded with the 
cloudsand thick darknefs of hell;.and fee your need, 
to cry, Lord, enlighten; Lord, fend forth thy light and truth. 
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§ all the Poems and Songs here ate written in the form of what is called Rhyme and Com- 
& mon Metre, fo the reafon thereof is to anfwer the defign propofed to me, of making the 
“ -- Scripture Song adapted to our common tunes, fo as it may be practicable to fing them, 
-as we do the Pfalms of David: and it is owned, that as to the rhyme here, it is not defigned- 
~* ‘Ty neglected, but rather exaétly ftudied, notwithftanding that blank verfe is now become very 
fafhionable; that is, where the meafure is kept without rhyme. _ taht i 
~The author of the book, intitled, The Art of Engli/h Poetry, p. 35. fays, “ Shakefpear, to avoid 
“* the troublefome conftraint of rhyme, was the firft that invented blank verfe ;. that our poets, 
_  fince him, have made ufe of it in many of their comedies and tragedies; but that the 


a 


* moft celebrated poem of this kind of verfe, is Milton’s Paradife Lof.” In a fhort preface to 

_ which’ book of Milton’s, I fee an encomium upon that kind of ‘verfe that is written without 

. rhyme, as is that of Homer in‘Greek, and Virgil in Latin, dc. “ Rhyme, fays that author, 
_ “being no neceffary adjunct, or true ornament of poems, or good verfe, in longer works efpeci- 
“ ally, but the invention of a barbarous age, to fet off wretched matter, and lame metre.” The 
fame author goes on to difparage rhyme as “ a thing in itfelf, toall judicious ears, trivial and 
of no true mufical delight; which'confifts only of apt numbers, fit quantity of fyllables, éc. 
“not of jingling founds of'like endings, dc.; a fault avoided ky the learned antients, ‘both 
“in poetry and all good oratory.” Upon which he adds, in favour of that blank verfe, “ that 
by Pietiie sleet or sh PES fo little to be taken for a defect, though it may feem fo to vulgar 
** readers, that it rather is to be efteemed an example fet (the firft in Englifh) of antient liberty 
yecovered to heroic poems, from the troublefome and modern advantage of rhyming.” 

It is neceffary, in fetting forth a book of Scriptural Songs, wherein fo much rhyme is ‘ufed, 
that we here: vindicate the ufe thereof; which I am not to do, by faying any thin¢ to the difpa- 
tagement of blank verfe, wherein fo many fine and excellent thoughts are now delivered, but 
by offering a juft defence of rhyme againft fuch mighty attacks, as tend to the utter difparage- 
ment thereof. Seeing, therefore, that fuch public advertifements of that kind, though they 
feem to make an exception of fhorter poems, yet may tend to make any performance, coming 
forth in rhyme, to be the more defpicable, and thereby the benefit that otherwife might be reap- 

_ ed by the following poems, in a great meafure, be marred to fome readers, I fhall here endea- 
vour to roll that ftumbling-block out of the way, by giving the judgment of fome of the 
moft modern writers in favours of rhyme, who will be acknowledged, by all the readers of 
poefy, to be very competent judges. =. ESR 2 Serr sce. ela 
' By the way, fuch as are réady to concive prejudice at rhyme, in favours only of modifh blank 
verfe, may remember, that rhyme, even as thefe who difparage do acknowledge, “ hath been 

ite ufe of our moft famous Englith poets, both old and late,” without feeming, 
in the leaft, to be under any reftraint or bondage thereby, any more than thefe that ftudy blank 
verfe are confined, by making them confift of apt numbers, and fit quantity of fyllables, and 
the proper meafure: befides, that that kind of verfe appears to very many to agree much bet- 
ter with the Greek and Latin dialects, than with the Englith; and that the proper paufe, at the 
end of Latin verfes particularly, feems tobe much more eafy and natural, than it is in Englith 
blank verfe; which, for the moft part, feems to have’fuch a blank, to their apprehentfion, that 
they are ready, either in humouring the meafure, to lofe the fenfe; or, in feeking the fenfe, to 
-lofe the meafure; efpecially where the periods are long. This feems to be the fentiment even 

_ of a renowned poet, the famous and ingenious Dr. WaTTs, in his preface to his Lyric Poems; — 
where, after his very high commendation of Milton’s works, ee thefe words; “ Yet all 
vatt r iade me to be charmed 


everence, with which I read-his Paradife Lof, cannot pe 
is paranthefes, run me 


I could never believ 
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fome of his numbers feem too har/h and uneafy. 
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fays, that “ the office of RHYME is to content and pleafe the ear; and being defigned for mufic, 
“ the found mutt be regarded, as well as the meafure; and that if care be not taken, in the 
“ propriety of the rhyme, that the found of the laft fyllable be not too weak and languithing, 


“« the verfes can never be graceful in the delivery, nor pleafing to the ear.” And invhis Preface 


to his Diétionary of Rhymes, he fays, p.7. that “ RHYME is by all allowed to be the chzef ornament 
“ of verfification, in many of the modern languages; and therefore the more exact we are in the 
“ obfervation of it, the greater applaufe our productions of that nature will defervedly chal- 
“ Jenge and find.” . > | 

Another author I quote is the defervedly celebrated Mr. Pore, who, in our Scots Magazine, is 
defigned the Briti/h Homer, and of whofe death it is faid, The power of fong, and force of mufic died. 
In his Preface to his E/ay on Man, he gives this as one of his.reafons for writing it in rhyme: 
“ This, fays he, might have been done in pro/e, but I choofe ver/e, and even RHyME; for two rea- 
“ fons;..the one will appear obvious, that principles, maxims, and precepts, fo written, both 
« {trike the reader more ftrongly at firft; and are more eafily retained by him afterward.” 

By thefe inftances given, from fuch as cannot but be reckoned amongft the beft judges of po- 
etry; the readers of the following Poems may be guarded againft the temptations of vilifying 
and undervaluing the facred matter thereof, on account.of. the trict obfervance of the rhyme 
and metre, which, according to what is faid above, ought rather to recommend them; ,and 
which is here, ftudied, not, 1 hope, for the fake of vain applaufe, fuch as Mr. Byssue feems to 
fpeak of, but that the divine truths may be delivered in’a {train tending both to pleafe the.ear, 
and by that to ftrike the heart.of the reader, and facilitate the retention or remembrance of the 
poems, which, in that form, as Mr. PoPE obferves, are more eafily: committed .to the memo- 
ry,,efpecially if the truths delivered therein be duly apprehended by the mind, and embraced 
in the heart: and,’ indeed, I cannot imagine. that the verfes need-be the lefs agreeable to the 


judgment that they are not harfh and ungrateful to the ear. es i 

Though the verfes in the book of Jos have rhyme, for the moft part, not only in the fecond 
and fourth, but even in the firft and third lines of, every ftanza;, for the neglect of which, 
Dr. Warts hopes his reader will forgive him, in fome of his hymns; yet I .cannot fay that I 
was thereby brought under*much reftriction and confinement; becaufe, when the matter was 
once conceived, the fimilar endings, together with the proper quantity of fyllables, natively 
enough occurred, without much ftudy:, and if they be rendered thereby the more mufical, I 
hope it fhall not hence be the more exceptionable, at leaft to the ordinary ferious readers, for 
whofe fake I have not induftrioufly neglected it. Pacrerigeie ss 0 GE | 

It is evident, indeed, from the examples we have in the Greek and Latin poets, and alfo the 
Englith, fince Shakefpear’s time, that rhyme is not eflential to poetical writings, and that there 
may be the mufic of poetry, without the ornament of rhyme; but-yet it feems as evident, that. 
this ornament is no novelty. Bailey’s Dictionary informis, that Mr, Skinner 1s of opinion, that 
rhyme was firft brought into Europe by the Arabians, but,that inftances are given of rhymes 
in the Saxon poetry long before the Arabians made fuch.a figure in the world, But if that be 
reckoned a barbarous age, it is of more confequence, that is farther told us, that Mr. Dryden 
fays, Monfeur le Clerc has made it out, that Davip’s Pfalms were written in as arrant, [mere] 
rhyme as they are tranflated into. And if fo, then, this ornament‘has a very: antient original, 
and is no modern invention. ~~ al Spice ate Ne ; 

_ Though | will never defend rhyme, without reafon; or bafe jingling metre, without fo- 
lid matter, and fome fprightly metal (the great want whereof makes me far from commend- 
ing my own): nor would I ever commend what is only mufical in the ear, without being alfo 
infiruétive to the mind; for, no doubt, right rhyme will both delight the fenfe, and improve 
the intelle€tuals: yet fuch as have little tafte for mufic at all, muft allow others, yea, even all 
good judges, to agree with the forefaid eminent Mr. Pops, (in his encomium he makes of this 
heavenly art, as one exprefles.it, and in the advantage, as well as pleafure, it may always fur- 
nifh to a well turned mind,) in the following words: — 


Mujfic the ferceft. grief can charm 
_ And fate’s fevereft rage difarm: 
. Mufic can foften pain to eajfe, ) 
i And. make defpair and: madnefs ‘pleafe: 
Our joys below, it can improve, ea) 
And antedate the blifs above. 


And hence it may be faid, efpecially of facred and fpiritual fongs, the more mufical, the more, 
celeftial. a se 

The following Poems, of whatever fort, are fubjected to what they cannot efcape, namely, 
the cenfure of the public; a gantlet not eafily run in fuch a learned and critical age, efpecially 
as the Songs are {piritual, fer out into the midft of a ‘carnal and corrupt age, moft part where- 
of will, indeed, never beftow a glance of their eye upon them, and therefore their cenfure 
needs not be feared ; or if they do, it is like it may be with fuch contempt of them, in com- 

arifon of ‘wanton and profane fonnets, as a certain Englifh poet expreffes, in the following 


Ines: | : . 

This lewd and wicked age can't bear the wit’ ina a 

Of hymns and fonnets, from the facred writ:  — — 7) 19! 
~ But let one blafphemy and baudy write, TEAM 

The lewd and modeft both will take delight: ~ . 

The blufhing virgin pleas’d does love to look, 

And plants the poem next her prayer-book. | 
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a “HE fir? edition of the firft five parts of this little book came forth under the title of GosP EL- 

: CaNTICLEs: and though I own a copy was got out of my hand under that name, and fo 

was carried to the prefs by another hand; yet, upon the publication thereof, I was fome- 

times uneafy at its going abroad under that title, feeing one of the books of the holy fcripture is 
ordinarily defigned by the name of CanTrcxés., And though the name; in itfelf, is much of the 
fame fignificancy with that:which is now affigned to this book ; yet, left it {héuld not be reckon- 
ed fo fober and becoming as were needful, I have embraced the firft opportunity of altering the 
fame, only allowing the other part of the title, which is but an adjun¢t, to ftand; becaufe the 
main defign of the book being, to hold forth fome evangelical truths, I thought I might prefume 
to allow it to pafs under the title of GospEL SonNNETS. mer 

Several places and books of fcripture, fuch as the book of Job, the Pfalms of David, the Song 
of Solomon, the kamentations of Jeremiah, &c. in the original ‘Hebrew, of firft langudge, ae 
delivered to usin a certain kind of verfe, or holy poefy; and fince the great God, by his holy 
Spirit, pleafed to {peak to us, as it were, in metre, I hope that any poor eflay, to fet forth fome 
of the moft neceflary, {criptural, and gofpel truths, fhall not be the lefs regarded, that itis framed 
into the mould of common metre and homely rhyme. I own, that thefe who are {killed this way, 
will eafily difcern that I cannot pretend to lofty poefy; but perhaps it is better ordered, that my 
talent is not of fuch a foaring nature, as'to pleafe the critical palate of a learned age: feeing that, 
as there are heroic poems in abundance gone abroad, fitted for gratifying thofe of a politeedu- —- 
cation; fo the exalted turns of thought, and poetical flights, which would have made thefe lines 
capable of giving delight to the refined tafte, would, in all likelihood, have rendered them unin-~ 
telligible, and confequently unferviceable to.thofe of a meaner capacity, and to the common fort 
of people, for whofe inftruction and edification thefe lines are principally defigned. ¥RSY 

Iam abundantly fatisfied, on the one hand, that the matter contained in thefe Sonnets, is not - 
below the confideration of the moft learned and knowing perfons, fince there is a brief eflay, 
therein, at the elucidation, or opening up'of fome of ‘the’ great myfteries of the gofpel, which 
ihings the angels defire to pry into; and therefore cannot but adminifter'a fpacious field for exercifing 
the moftelevated thoughts of men; yea, they are fuch as tranfcend, their moft fublimated appre- 
henfions, and none but thefe that are@e oS itaiso4, or taught of God, can have the faving and fpiritual. 
uptaking of. Iam fufficiently apprifed, onthe-other hand, thatthe mphher, wherein thefe truths 
are here delivered, is for the ‘moft part fo low and flat, as may be difagreeable to the guft of the 
more learned and intelligent, into whofe hands thefe lines may perhaps fall; yet I could wifh, 
that fuch perfons would be fo merciful to. the reft of the rude and illiterate world, as to be well- 
pleafed and content that fome eflays of this nature are.funk to, the level of vulgar capacities, 
confidering that to the poor the gofpel is preached. ; . 


s . I can offer no other apology for my rudenefs' of expreflion’ ‘befides the want of a cultivated 
Be? poetical genius, than this, ‘That moft of thefe lines are fetadown ini the very firft unrefined drefs, 
# _ wherein they were prefented to my mind, when I thoyght and, wrote upon thefe fubjects ; nor 


could the vacant minutes, borrowed from my other weighty work, allow me leifure to ftudy 
that politenefs and elegancy of phrafe, whieh mote titne, leifure, and pains might have ham- 
z _ meredout. Which is the reafon alfo, that in the whole book, I have confined myfelf to four forts 
? of metre, which are fuch as moft natively occured to myfelf; and yet, I fuppofe, moft adapted 
_. for gratifying only of the moft common tafte. The favour therefore, that I afk of the more ju- 
es dicious Readers efpecially is, that their Chriftian charity may excufe what weaknefs is found in 
the many of treating; and,that they, together with alltheferiotis Reatlers, ‘tialy Nave their minds 
_ principally intent upon the weight of the mafter. Besa eae ee 
If there be any miftake, as well as defects, in the matter of thefe Sonnets, it may be an excufe, __ 
that you have this ¢rea/ure im an earthen veffel: only let not the treafure be rejected, becaufe of either —__ 
_ the coarfenefs or the chinks of the veflel. As the falvation of finners is not of the free-willof 
_ man, nor of works; but of the free-will of God, and of grace: fo the main defign of the gofpel, _ 
is, to-deprefs felf, and felf-righteoufnefs, to the loweft, and to exalt Chrift, and his righteon 
to the higheft; and my great defire and endeavour, in thefe lines, is, to fall in with thi: | defig: 
the gofpel m miftaking | 
and confequently the prop 
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into the moft orthodox and found fenfe; yet, 1am perfuaded, that the general receding from this 
good old way and manner of fpeaking, and the confounding of the parties contracting in the 
covenant of grace, namely, Gop and Curis, with the parties confenting in a day of power 
and brought into the covenant, namely, elect believers: together with the confounding of the 
proper condition of the covenant, with the proper qualities of the covenanted; and even the 
covenant itfelf, with the manner of its manifeftation, and the method of its application; and the 
not duly attending and adhering to our Standards, in this and the like matters, is at the root ofa 
great deal of miftaken views, even among thofe that would feem to be the moft zealous efpouters 
of our excellent Confeflion and Catechifms. 

My principal defign, efpecially in the fixth part of this book, was to rid marches between the 
law and the gofpel, juftification and fanétification, &c.; from the confounding whereof, many erro- 
neous apprehenfions and pofitions do proceed. And, abftracting from what may be called poerical 
licence, 1 have endeavoured, in my manner of expreflion, to keep clofe by the form of found 
words, the fcriptures of truth, our received Standards, and the fentiments of the moft eminent 
orthodox Divines. e | 

I am not fond of novelties, new /chemes of doctrine, nor new ways of {peaking, which I find fome 
late writers have run into; in the heat of their difputes, fuch as, That the fins of believers, though in 
ajuptified fate, bring on them a liablene/s to the threatened and deferved pum/hment, from the penal fanétion of 
the laws That believers are under the threatening of eternal death and wrath: ‘That they are under the penal 
Janttion of the moral law: That they ought to be influenced in their obedience by the threatenings and fears of bell, 
which are filial, and of falling into eternal wrath, and by the fear of lofing their fonfhip and being difinberited : 
That their obedience, as fuch, and good works have the promi/e of life and glory annexed tothem, &c. Thefe, 
and the like expreflions, feem to import fome sew /cheme of divinity, fome new notions of doctrine, 
and new modes of fpeaking, not known in our Standards. | In. oppofition to which, I prefer the 
truths, and ways of exprefling the fame, which are laid down in our excellent Confeflion of Faith 
and Catechifms, plainly founded on the feriptures of truth, and which we in this church are 
ftriCtly and folemnly bound to maintain. The language whereof, on thefe points, feems to have 
another fort of a found, while itis there declared, That thefe, that are juffified, can never fall from the 
frate of jupftification; yet they may, by their fins, fall under God's fatherly difpleafure *: That they are delivered 
from the moral law as a covenant of works, fo as thereby they are neither juftified nor condemned ¥ : That they 
are freedifrom the guilt of fin, the condemning wrath of God, and the curfe of the moral law {: ‘That juftyication 
doth equally free all behevers from the revenging wrath of God, and that perfectly in this life §: ‘That they are 
to yield obedience to God, not out of flavifh fear, but a child-like love.and willing mind; and, beng delivered out 
of the bands of their enemies, are to ferve the Lord without fear, in holine/s\ and righteoufne/s before him all the 
days of their life ||.:. That the perfons of believers. being accepted through Chrift, their goad works are alfo accept- 
ed in: him; he looking upon them in bis: Son ,*, &c. : Thefe are\a part of our form of found words, wor- 
thy to be confidered and compared with the former different found above-mentioned, in order to 
try if they:can make/a:confort.»- But it:is not my work to enlargeon thefe things at prefent 5 
only, it is upon:thefe, and thellike’pofitions in our Standards, that|the foundation of the moft of 
the following Sonnets: is laid; not upon any new notions.) © i): 7 

Ifear, indeed; the!tendency of: fome new: phrafes;:expreffions, and pofitions, that have been 
{pread abroad, befide thefe: now mentioned;. fuch as, \ ue 
‘on. ‘That inners muf? leave their fins, in order to come to Chrift ; whereas, it is certainly a fafer way of 
{peaking; ‘to fay, That finners muf? come to Chrift, that he may fanctify them, and take away their fins, his 
namie‘being Jesus, becaufe be faves his people from their fins; or rather, to ufe the words of our Con- 
feflion, namely, that their duty, with ref{pect to faving faith, lies in accepting, receiving, and refling 
upon Chrift alone for juftification, sANCTIFICATION, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace jj. 
The former way of {peaking,°in contradiftinction from this, tends to make people think, their 
falvation depends partly ‘on themfelves, ‘and partly upon Chrift. " : 

2.' That go/pel-repentance is necefjary asia condition, im order.ita our ju/lification in the fight.of God, Whereas 
itis fafer to ftand by the 'words/of our Confeflion; That nepentante is, not to be refted in as any fatisfac- 
tion for fin, or any | caufe of the pardon thereof, iwwhich is Gols act of free grace in Chrift;; and yet, 1s of fuch 
neceffity to:all finners; that none may expect pardon without it ¢, no more than they can expect pardon 
without amendment ; for only ‘he, that confeffeth and forfaketh, fhall find: mercy: and yet, who will fay, 
that this amendment of life:is‘a neceflary condition, inorder to our juftification? 
to gu That unbelievers are not under the commanding power of the.covenant-of works; why, becaufe they are 
hot obliged to feek juptification by their own works; ‘as if the: feeking juftification, that way, were the 
precife form of that covenant; whereas Adam might have been juftified by his works, though 
he ‘had never fought juftification’ that way; fince, as hath been well cleared by others, the annexing 
of the promife’of lifes’ and threatening: of death, tothe precept, ‘and making perfect obedience, the covenant-condi- 
tion upon qubich thefe were fifpended, was the precife form.of the covenant of works; and not man’s 
being obliged to-/eck'or aim at‘juftification: by his works, ‘which »was but a-confequent thereof : 
for,'if he had fulfilled the condition of that covenant, or yielded that perfect obedience, to which 
life'was thus annexed, without feeking or aiming at atiy thing elfe but the pleafing and glorify- 
ing»of God, he had been juftified by his works. Hence, even thefe that are obliged to feek lifeand 
juttification by the obedience’of another; yet, while they do it not, but remaindn-unbelief, they 
abide:under the commanding, ‘as'wellas the condemning power of the covenant of works; that 
is; under an‘obligatiom to perfect obedience, upon: pain of death,.and the forfeiture of eternal 
life, and all title o, by reafon of their want of that obedience, and the violation of that 
covenant: hence our Standards make it the:privilege only of believers, That; they are not under the 
moral law as a covenant of works, tobe thereby either juftified or condemned tt: which plainly fays, not 
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only that the moral law was turned into the form of a covenant of works, by its being made a 
covenant of life and juftification upon domg, and of death and condemnation upon not domg ; but 
alfo, that as unbelievers are under the condemning power of that covenant, which condemns the 
difobedient to eternal death for their fins; fo they are under the commanding power of that fame 
covenant, — which juttifies all that can and do obey it, and would juttify them alfo, if they had 
the power and did yield obedience to it, in the manner it requires ; which is not fo with the 
believer, who, though he had a perfonal righteoufnefs in perfection, as he will have it in hea- 
ven, yet there is no connexion between it and his juftification, or title to eternal life, which is to 
him the gift of God through Fefus Chrift he being brought under another covenant, which makes 
his title to life ftand upon another foundation: but now, to free unbelievers from being under 
the commanding power of the covenant of works, is, in my opinion, to free them alfo from the 
condemning power of it; for, if they were not under obligation to the command of it, how could 
they juftly be condemned by it for want of obedience thereto, or tranfgreffing thereof?) Where no 
_-command, no tranfgreflion; where no tranfgreffion, no penalty. Nay, Reader, the debt ftands 
upon their head, though they be infolvent debtors and bankrupts, and that is the very thing that 
makes them need to feek the active, as well as pafive obedience of Chrift, (who, as Surety, came 
to fulfil the righteouf{nefs of the law only. as a covenant of works) for their juftification and eter- 
nal life: whereas, if they were not under obligation to the command of the covenant of \works, I 
fee no need they would have of Chrift’s active obedience in their room. Our o/d way of {peaking 
hath been to this purpofe, That all men are under a covenant of work intirely, as long as they 
remain out of Chrift, and fo out of the covenant of grace; and that they need his complete righ- 
teoufnefs, both of doing and fuffering, for their juftification; and it is not meet that we be driven 
out of the good old way, by new quirks and fophifms. . 

4. Another way of {peaking, that I find amidft thefe late altercations or debates, is, That faith 
having its chief feat in the will, doubting 1s not contrary to faith ; and that, to efpoufe the definition of faith that 
paft current at the Reformation, or among the Reformers, 1s a receding from our Standards. As the Reader will 
find fome little hint concerning faith in the following Sonnets, fo l agree cordially with our 
Standards in their definitions of faith; and alfo think that the complex affurance therein men- 
tioned (including that of {piritual fenfe as well as faith, that which is reflex as well as direét) is 
not of the effence of faith, or fo of the effence of it, but that a true believer may wait long, and conflict with many 
difficulties, before he be partaker of it *. But Iam not fond of confining faith to the will as its chief 
feat; but rather, with the learned and judicious Dr. Owen, judge, That it 2s /eated in the underflanding, 
as to its being and fubjiftence ; and in the will and heart, as to its effectual working ; which makes it, under 
the conduct of the Spirit of faith, to be a cordial affent to the divine téflimony. concermug Chri; who can 
be no otherwife believingly recerved by us, but ina word, or as. offered im thegofpel.’ Far lefs am 1 
fond of making faith confiftent with doubting in its nature, (though faith and doubting may both 
be in the fame fubje@t (feeing Chrift hath fet them at odds, faying, O thou of little faith, wherefore 
didft thou doubt? Where I fee the believer may have doubts; yea, and:be wholly over-run with 
them, becaufe he'hath unbelief; and yet his faith and doubting differ, as faith and unbelief do. 
But leaft of all am I fond of making our Standards clafh with the doctrine, of our Reformers ; 
efpecially, feeing our Aflembly 1647, in their Acts receiving thefe Standards, declared, Thatiupon 
due examination thereof, they were found to be moft agreeable to the word of God ; and.in nothing contrary,to the 
received doétrine of this Kirk; which was the doétrine of the Reformation, and of other reformed 
Churches, on thefe points.—-Several. other new and ftrange ways of {peaking are inter{perfed 
among fome late writings, but it was not my purpofe to infift fo long as I haye done upon thefe 
matters. | -" ti a} 

Serious Reader, I fhall only add here, that my. principal:defign, in. the following SonNeTs, 
was to commend Chrift to’ your foul; efpecially as he is the Lord our righteoufnefs. And, I 
hope, you know that I cannot hyperbolize or exceed in the commendation of; Chrift’s righteouf- 
ne{s alone, as the matter of our juftification before God. I think it-worth the, remarking here, 
how ftri& and accurate the words of our Confeffion are, in excluding’all works from having any 
{hare in this matter, faying, “ The/e whom'God effectually calleth, he alfo freely. juftifieth;. not by 
“ infufing righteoufnefs into them, but. by. pardoning their fins, and accounting.and accepting 
“ their perfons as righteous; not for anything wrought in them, or done, by. them, but for 

'“ Chrift’s fake alone; not by imputing faith itfelf the aét of believing,’ or any other-evangelical 
* obedience to them, as their righteoufnefs,. but by imputing the:obedience and fatisfaction of 
“ Chrift unto them, they receiving and refting on him»by faith; \:which faith they have not of © 
“ themfelves, it is the gift of God.” + IKEA iw 2208 ) 

Reader, in all your mental debates, or verbal altercations about thefe things and this fubje@ in 
particular, ferioufly bethink yourfelf what is like to be your opinion thereof, when you come to 
die, and are about to face the awful tribunal of a juft and holy God. . And;.in all fuch points of 
eternal moment, ever think that part the fafeft, »which doth leaft humour man’s: pride, and moft 
exalt’God’s glory; fince the-fcope of. the gofpel is, to {hut out boafting, to bring in felf-denial, 
and to'magnify the righteoufnefs of Chrift, by which he hath magnified thelaw, and made it 
honourable; and in the true and lively faith of which, all true peace, heart-holinefs, and pra¢ti- 
cal godlinefs is rooted. - Rom. v. 1. Acts xv. 9. Titus-ili. 5, 8. Gali ail, 16,.19.0 Many oppofers of 
this do€trine in their lives, have owned it as the beft divinity at their death; and-before it;-fuch 
as Bellarmine, who was not-alone in his Tuti/imum: eff, &c..“ It is the faf ay to reft upon, the 
* mercy of God in Chrift alone for falvation.” : ) yaad te bara 
“Reader, whatever other apologies this book has formerly been: ptefaced with, (as-to the: manner | 
in-which many lines in it are written). thal! be here altogether.dropt and forborn... Lnow difmifs 
it as it is, under the conduct of divine providence, to take its hazard in the world: fince it has 
already ferved its apprentifhip under feveral impreflions, and gone through both kindvand hard 

ufage; through good report and bad report. Ic never promifed much to them that feek nothing 
‘hee . eT mess se ee 


* Confeffion of Faith, Chap. xviii, Set, 3. + ‘Ibid. Chap. xi. Se&t. 1. 
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but pleafure and fatisfaction to their fancy; butI have heard, that it has done fome fervice (and, I 
hope, through the blefling of Heaven, at may yet do more) to them that feek profit and edification 
to their fouls. 2 . 

The late edition of this book at London being more full and complete than any that was formerly 
emitted, it is fit here to acquaint the reader, that this is printed exactly off the London copy, with- 
out any material addition or alteration, except in the third part of the 400k, that come under the 
name of Riddles, or myfteries ; and part fixth, chap. 11. fect..1. intitled, Tbe Belever’s Principles con- 
cerning the myfteries of the law and the gofpel; both of which (becaufe there were feveral demands in 
this country for a new edition) I thought fit to confirm by fcripture-texts, cited at the bottom of 
the page, for the benefit of thofe that are weak in knowledge, and unacquainted with the {crip- 
ture}. I have directed them by a letter of the alphabet, at every branch of the fentence that is 
either feemingly or really oppofite to the other, unto fome {criptural text, one or more, for evincing 
the truth thereof: by which means, the weakeft, that is willing, may come to underftand the 
moft difficult paradox, or myftery, mentioned in this book; at leaft fo far as to fee that every parr 
of it is founded on the word of God, either directly, or by plain and neceflary confequence. 

Only this general rule is to be obferved, namely, That the Reader always confider what is the 
fubject treated in every fection, or ftanza; and this for the fake of the more illiterate, I fhall 
illuftrate by. two examples, the one concerning the Jaw, and the other concerning the delever. 
The former you fee, part III. fect. vi. ver. 25. where it is faid, 


I'm not obliged to keep it more; 
Yet more oblig’d than e’er before: 


Here you are to remark, that jas the fubject {poke of, is the Law; fo the law in {cripture is 
confidered two ways, viz. both as a covenant of works, and as a rule of duty. Now, that the believer 
is under no obligation to the law as«it is a» covenunt of works, or to perform obedience to it_as a 
ground of juftification, (which is alfo the {ubject treated in that fection), is confirmed in the foot- 
notes, by the following fcriptures, to which you are directed by the letter (s), Rom. vi. 14. Gal. vy. 
I,—4. where you may fee believers are faid to be not under the law, but under grace; and exhorted to 
fiand fap in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made them free >.and aflured that Chrift is become of no effec to 
them, whofoever of them are jufirfied by the law ; they are fallen from grace. Again, that the believer is 
under more obligation than ever before he was juftified, to yield. obedience to the law as it is a 
rule of life, (whichis the other branch of that paradox), is confirmed by thefe following texts of 
{cripture, to which you are directed by the letter (t), Rom..vi. 1, 2,15. where it is faid, Shall we 
contmue in fin, that grace may abound? God forbid? how fhall we that are dead to fin, live any longer therein? 
‘What then? fhall we fin, becaufe we are not under the law, but under grace? God forlid. From which 
texts, together with their contexts, it is evident, that the believer’s freedom from the law ag a 
covenant, does not at all free him from obligation to it asa rule, but fuperadds to the natural 
obligation, that of grace, which both argumentatively and effectively teaches what the law does 
authoritatively and preceptively, namely, Zo deny. ungodline/i,.and worldly lufls, and to lve foberly, 
rightcoufly, and godly, im this prefent world, Titus ii. 11, 12. 
The other example I adduce, you may read, part Ill. fect. x. ver. 47. where the words are: 


To good and evil equal bent; 
I’m both a devil, and a faint. 


Here the Reader may notice, that the fubject {poken of, is the BELIEVER, or the faint’s old and 
new man defcribed, (which is part of the title of that fection), or confidered as to his regenerate 
_and unregenerate part; in which view he is frequently {poke of in fcripture; ex. gr. Johniii. 6, 9. 
it is faid of the believer, or the perfon born of God, that he jimneth not, and that be cannot fin, becaufe 
he is born of God: there he is fpoken of as to his new nature, or regenerate part. But, 1 John i. 8 
the words are, Jf we fay that we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not in us: where the 
apoftle {peaks of believers unregenerate and corrupt part. Now, this being the {criptural repre- 
fentation of the: believer, the forfaid paradox is eafily proven from {cripture. 
- The fir# branch is, That he is equally bent to good and to evil. For the proof of this you are 
direéted in the foot-note to Rom. vii. 21. where the apoftle Paul, {peaking both of his corrupt 
and renewed part, fays, J find a law, that when I would do good, evil is prefent with me. . And if you 
read the preceding and following context, you will find him complaining how corruption bends 
him as far one way as grace another. 

The other part of the fame paradox is, That the believer is, on thefe accounts, both a devil 
anda faint. Now, that the believer is, by nature and corruption, a dewil, is one branch of this 
pofition here to be confirmed. That he is fo by ature, is proven by the following fcriptures, in 
the forecited place at the bottom, John vi. 70. and viii. 44. compared; where Chrift {peaking of 
fome that were in a natural ftate, viz. of Fudas and the Fews, difcovers what is the ftate of all men 
by nature, that they are of their father the devil, fince the lufts of their father they will do; and therefore 
may be called devils, as our Lord calls Judas, faying, I have chofen you twelve, and one of you is a devil. 
And fuch are believers alfo naturally as defcendants of the firft Adam, being children of difabedience, 
and children of wrath by nature, even as others, Eph. i. 2, 3. And that the believer is fo, not only 
by nature, but alfo by reafon of remaining corruption, is proven at the foot in the fame place, 
from James iii. 15. where that apoftle, {peaking of ftrife and envy that may be even‘among the 
children of God, (which, indeed, has too much taken place in all ages), fays, This wi/dom defcend- 
eth not from above, but is earthly, fenfual, devilifh. Again, that though the believer be by nature and 
corruption a devil, e is by grace and regeneration a /aimt, 1s documented alfo in the fame 
place, from 1 Cor. vi. 11. Such were fome of you: but ye are fanctified, &c. 

In this manner you may go over all the reft of the paradoxes, riddles, or myfteries contained 
in this book, and find them evidently confirmed by the fcriptures of truth, the word of God. 


This might be no unprofitable exercife, but tend to lead you to the true knowledge of the gofpel, 


Vou. I. H : to 


vi . 
t The Scriptures in this edition are extended, 
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oxi. 


- Matth. xvi. 23. Get thee behind me, Satan. 
‘as a faint of the firft magnitude, ver. 17. one divinely 


‘ ture, the more, I hope, 


ie 
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to which myfteries are fo effential, that it, is defigned by them, and called the wifdom of God in a 
myftery, 1 Cor. ii. 7. ; and the knowledge of which is fo effential to Chriftianity, and fo abfolutely 
neceflary to falvation, that the fame apoftle declares, that.sf our gofpel be hid, it 1s bid to them that are 
loft; in whom the god of this world hath-blinded the minds of them which believe not, left the light of the glorious 
gofpel of Chrift, who is the mage of God, fhould /hine unto them, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4 ay 

Again, if you fearch the {criptures, you will fee many more proofs for every, point than I have 
adduced, and perhaps many much more appofite ; for-thefe only are fet down at the bottom of’ 
the page that firftoccurred to me: yet, I fuppofe, though fometimes but one, and fometimes more 
{criptures are pointed out, they are fuch as {ufficiently confirm the pofitions they relate to. But 
that other fcriprures might have been adduced in plenty, I fhall give one.inftance in the paradox 
juft pow mentioned, viz. That every believer while in this world, is doth a devil and a fait. The 
latter claufe is what none will deny, namely, That every believer is a faint; for further proof of 
which, you might fee, Acts xv. 9. and xxvi. 18, &c. But becaufe the firft claufe may feem more 
harth, it may by fcripture be alfo further evinced two ways: (1.) In refpect of the daily commiffion 
of fin he has to challenge himfelf with: for the feripture fays, Ecclef, vil. 20. There is not ajuft man 
upon earth, that doth good, and finneth not. And with this compare 1 John in. 8. He that commutteth 
Jin, is of the devil. Hence it is plain, there i not a juft man upon earth, but may, in refpect of the 
commiftion of fin, be called a devil. (2.) In refpeGigof prevalent temptations, by which he may be 
hurried into thofe thirtgs that favour not of God, but of men; on which: account Chrift fays to Peter, 
And if.Chrift calls Peter a devil, whom he had defcribed . 
bleffed and enlightened; what occafion 
may every believer have to call himfelfa devil? Yea, it is a part of his faith and fanctity, to fee 
and acknowledge, with {hame before the Lord, his own devilifh and defperately wicked heartand 
nature, which a blind, felf-conceited world are ignorant of, being neither acquainted with them-. 
felves, nor with God and his word. However, {o it is, that-the more any fhall fearch the {crip- 
will they difcern, not only by the texts I have quoted, but from many 
others alfo, the truth and evidence of every part of this book, however myfterious fome paflages 
of it may feem to many. 


Though fome of thefe lines may want the politenefs that can pleafe the curious age; yet, while 


they ftand firm upon a {criptural foundation, none of them want authority, and that of the 
higheft nature, except in the account of mockers, and thofe (of whom there-are too many in 
our day) that are either Deifts, who undervalue the fcripture; or Atheifts, who deride it: and it 
is fadly to be regretted, that thofe people are hardened in their wicked principles and practices, 
by {ome that perhaps have a higher profeffion. For I have feen two prints, one called the Groan, 
and another the Laugh, wherein fome lines, picked out among others, have been expofed to ridi- 
cule: but however fuch gentlemen may laugh at their own fport, and wickedly divert themfelves 
with ferious matters for atime, I fear their laughing will iffue in weeping forever; if God, by 
giving them repentance, do not make them grone to purpofe, for theevidences they thus give'of | 
either their grievous ignorance of the {cripture, or their grofs profanity, and of their readinefs te 
yield themfelves inftruments of the devil, to promote the atheiftical fpirit of the age, which is 
bent enough (without any fuch provocations) to laugh at every thing ferious, facred, and fcrip- 
tural. This is fo palpable, without my obfervation upon it, and fo-felf-evident to all that fear 
God, and have had the patience to read fuch prints, that 1 would not have thought them worth 
my noticing fo far, as to make this bare mention of them, had not Providence put the pen in my 
hand to préface this edition, wherein fcriptural proofs are added to that part of the book. - 
Reader, It gives me fatisfaétion enough to underftand, that this book has already been ufeful 
and edifying to fome, however it is entertained by others. The gofpel itfelf is to fome the /avour 
of life, to others the favour of death; to fome wifdom, to others fooli/hne/s ; to fome matter of faith, 
love, and comfort; to others matter of mockery and fcorn. I fhall be far from thinking it any 
difcredit or difparagement to this book, if ir meet with the like entertainment, As 
May the Lord of heaven and earth, who over-rules all things, accompany it in its journeys 
abroad-or at home, -with his bleffing to their fouls, for their holy recreation, and their fpiritual 
edification and comfort: and to his care 1 commend it, in the words of a famous and juftly cele- 
brated Scots poet, upon Pfalm xxxv. 1. ag Fu 
ies Rerum fanéte Opifex, ades, 
Et patrocinio protege me tuo. : 
Which may be adapted to the matter in hand thus: 
The truth which bell may criticife, 
Great God, be near to patronize. 


Buc. 


R. ERSKINE 


A POEM, dedicated to the Reverend Mr. Rarpu Erskine, by a Lady. in New-England, 
upon reading his GosPEL SONNETS. re 


Ti Seeine, thou bleffed herald, found, 

Till fin's black empwre totter to the ground, 
Well haft thou Sinai’s awful flames difplay'd, 
And rebels doom before their confcience laid: 
From fin, from felf, from truft in duty fy, 
Commit thy naked foul to Chrift, or die. 

Go on and profper in the name of God, 
Seraphic preacher, through the thorny road; 
The gracious Chrift thy labours, will reward; 
His angel-bands be thy perpetual guard; 


Though hell's dark regions at the prefent his, 3 


The God of glory thy ftrong* refuge is. 


Mere moral preachers ‘have no pow’r to charm, 


Thy lines are Juch my nobler paffions warm ; 


Thefe. glorious truths hath fet my foul on fire, 
And while I read, I'm love and pure defire. 
May the black’ train of errors batch'd im bell 
No longer on this globe in quiet dwell ; D 
May moe ike you be rais’d to fhow their fhame, 
And call them by their diabolic name. . 
Exalt the Lamb iu lovely white and red, 

Angels and faints bis ing on Spread; 

My trembling foul fhall bear her feeble part, 

"Tis he bath charm’d my foul, and won my heart 
Blefs'd be the Father for electing love, Sediae 


_ Blefs'd be the Son who does my guilt remove, 


Blefe'd be the Dove who does Ins grace apply. 
Ob! may I praifing live, and praifing die! ; 
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HE*. dying mortal, zf the Sonnet prove, 

# A Jong of living and immortal! Jove, | 

"Tis then thy grand concern the theme to know, 

Hf life*and immortality be /o. 

Are eyes to read, or ears to hear a:truft? 

Shall both in death be cram’d anon with duft? 

Then trifle not to pleafe thine ear and eye, 

But read thou, hear thou, for eternity. . 

Purfue nit fhadows wing’d, but be thy chafe, 

The God of glory on the field of grace: 

The maighty bunter’s name is loft and vain, 

That runs not this fubftantial prize to gain. 

Thefe humble lines affume no high pretence, 

To pleafe thy fancy, or allure thy fenfe; 

But aim, if everlafting life's thy chafe, 

To clear thy mind, and warm thy heart through grace. 
A marriage fo'myfterious I proclaim, 

Betwixt two parties of fuch diffrent fame, 

That human tongues may blufh their names to tell, 

To wit, the PRincE of HEAW’N, the heir of hell! 

But, on fo vaft a fulject, who can find 

Words fuiting the conceptions of his mind ? 

Or, if our language with our thought could vie, 

What mortal thought can raife itfelf fo high? 


When words and thoughts both fail, may faith and prayr 


Afcend by chmbing up the fcripture flair : 
From facred writ thefe firange efpoufals may 
_ Be explcated im the following way. 


CHAP. L 


A general account of Man’s Fall in Apam, and 
the Remedy provided in CurisT; and a parti- 
cular account of man’s being naturally wed- 
ded to the Law, as a covenant of works. 


Mr beak aN Yer 
The FALL of ADAM. 


OL” Adam once a heav'n of pleafure found, 
While he with perfect innocence was crown’d: 
His wing’d affections to his God could move 

. In raptures of defire, and ftrains of love. 

Man ftanding fpotlefs, pure, and innocent, 
Could well the law of works with works content; 
Though then, (nor fince), it could demand nolefs 
Than perfonal and perfect righteoufnefs : 

Thefe unto finlefs men were eafy terms, 
Though now beyond the reach of wither’darms. 
The legal cov’nant then upon the field, 
Perfection fought, man could perfection yield. 
Rich had he and his progeny remain’d, 

Had he primeval in ce maintain’d: 

His life had been a reft without annoy, 

A fcene of blifs, a paradife of joy. 


But fubtile Satan, in the ferpent hid, 
Propofing fair the fruit that God forbid, | 
Man feon feduc’d by. hell’s alluring art, 
Did, difobedient, from the rule depart, 
Devour'd the bait, and by his bold offence 
Fell from his blifsful ftate of innocence ft. 


-Proftrate, he loft his God, his life, his crown, 


From all his glory tumbled headlong down, 
Plung’d in a deep abyfs of fin and wo, 


‘ Where, void of heart to will, or hand to do: 


For’s own_relief he can’t command a thought, 
The total fum of what he can is nought. 

He’s able only now t’increafe his thrall, 
He.can deftroy himfelf, and this is all. 

But can the hellifh brat Heav’n’s law fulfil? 
Whole precepts high furmount his itrength and 
Can filthy drofs produce a golden beam? _[fkill, 
Or poifon’d {prings.a falutif’rous ftream? 


‘Can carnal minds, fierce enmity’s wide maw, 


Be duly fubject to the divine law? 

Nay, now its direful threatnings mutt take place 
On all the difobedient human race, 

Who do by. guilt‘Omnipotence provoke, 
Obnoxious ftand to his uplifted ftroke.  , 
They mut ingulf themfelves in endlefs woes, 


_Whoto the living God are deadly foes; 


Who natively his holy will gainfay, 


“Mutt to his awful juftice fall a prey: 


a 


‘In vain do mankind now expect, in-wain. 

By legal deeds immortal life to gain:  ~[due. 
Nay, death is threatned, threats muft have their 
Or fouls that fin mufi die +; as Godis'true. © P 


Shi Gide: Ol 


REDEMPTION through CuRIstT. 


HE fecond Adam, fov’reign Lord of all, 
Did, by his Father’s authorizing call, 

From bofom of eternal love defcend, 
To fave the guilty race that him offend ; 
To treat an everlafting peace with thofe, 
Who were, and ever would have been his foes. 
His errand, never ending life to give } 
To them, whofe malice would not let him live; 
To make a match with rebels, and efpoufe 
The brat which at his love her {pite avows.' 
Himfelf he humbled, to deprefs ber pride, 
And make his mortal foe his loving bride. 
But, ere the marriage can be folemniz’d, 
All,lets muft be remoy’d, all parties pleas’d. 
Law-righteoufnefs requir’d, muft be procur’d, 
Law-vengeance threatned, mutt be full endur’d, 
Stern juftice muft have credit by the match, 
Sweet mercy by the heart the bride muft catch. 
Poor Bankrupt! all her debt mutt firft be paid, 
Her former hufband in the grave be laid: 
Her prefent Lover mutt be at the coft, 
To fave and ranfom to the uttermoft, 


If 


' * Such is the kind reception that thjs piece hath met with from the public, that it has already undergone no lefs than twelve” 3 yar 
“* Gen. ii Lx eres 


different editions. - 1,—6. 
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If all thefe things this Suitor kind can do, 
Then he may win her, and her,bleffing too. 
Hard termsindeed! whiledeath’sthefirft demand: 
But love is frong as death*, and will not ftand 
To carry on the fuit, and make it good, 
Though at the dearett rate of wounds and blood. 
The burden’s heavy, but the back is broad, 
The glorious Lover is the mighty God t+. 
Kind bowels yearning in the eternal Son, 

He left his Father’s court, his heav’nly throne: 
Afide he threw his moft divine array, 

And wrapt his Godhead in a vail of clay. 
Angelic armies, who in glory crown’d, 

With joyful harps his awful throne furround, 
Down to the'cryftal frontier of the fky, 

To fee the Saviour born, did eager fly { ; 

And ever fince behold with wonder frefh 
Their Sov’reign and our Saviour wrapt in fleth. 
Who in this garb did mighty love difplay, 
Refforing what he never took away ||, 

To God his glory, to the law its due, 

To heav’n its honour, to the earth its hue; 

To man a righteoufnefs, divine, complete, 

A royal robe, to fuit the nuptial rite. 

He in her favours, whom he lov’d fo well, 

At once did purchafe heav’n, and vanquifh hell. 
O! unexampled love! fo vaft, fo ftrong, 

So great, fo high, fo deep, fo broad, fo long! 
Can finite thought this ocean huge explore, 
Unconfcious of a bottom or a fhore? 

His love admits no parallel; for why, 

At one great draught of love he drank hell dry. 
No drop of wrathful gall he left behind, 

No dreg to witnefs that he was unkind. 

The {word of awful juftice pierc’d his fide, 
That mercy thence might gufh upon the bride. 
The meritorious labours of his life, 

And glorious conquetts of his dying ftrife; 
Her debt of doing, fuff’ring, both cancell’d, 
And broke the bars his lawful captive held. 
Down to the ground the hellifh hofts he threw, 
Then mounting high,thetrumpof triumph blew, 
Attended with a bright feraphic band, 

Sat down enthron’d fublime on God’s right hand; 
Where glorious choirs theirvarious harps employ 
To found his praifes with confed’rate joy. 
There he, the bride’s ftrong Interceflor fits, 
And thence the bleffings of his blood tranfmits, 
Sprinkling all o’er the flaming throne of God, 
Pleads for her pardon his atoning blood; 
Sends down his holy co-eternal Dove, 

To thew the wonders of incarnate love, 

To woo and win the bride’s reluctant heart, 
And pierce it with his kindly killing dait: 

By gofpel-light to manifeft that now 

She has no further with the law to do; 

That her new Lord has-loos’d the fed’ral tye, 
That once hard bound her, or to do or die ; 
That precepts, threats, no fingle mite can crave. 
Thus for her former fpoufe he digg’d a grave; 
The law faft to his crofs did nail and pin, 
Then bury’d the defunct his tomb within, 
Thathethelonely widow tohimfelfmightwin. 


Bo Cred sable 


Man's legal DisPosITION. 


No argument, fave pow’r, is prevalent 
To bow her will, and gain her heart’s,confent. 
The glorious Prince’s fuit fhe difapproves, 
The law her-old primordial hufband loves ; 
Hopeful in its embraces life to have, 
Though dead and bury’d in her Suitor’s grave ; 
* Song viii. 6.  $ Ifa. ix. 6. 


UT, after all, the bride’s fo prevalent 


$ Luke. ii. 9,—14. 


SONNETS. 


Part I. 


Unable to gave life, as once before; 

Unfit to be a hufband any more. 

Yet proudly fhe the new addrefs difdains, 

And all the bleft Redeemer’s love and pains; 
Tho’ now his head, that cruel thorns did wound, 
Is with immortal glory circledround; ~* 
Archangels at his awful footftool bow, 

And drawing love fits {miling on his brow. 
Though down he fends in gofpel-tidings good 
Epiftlesof his love, fign’d with his blood: 

Yet lordly fhe the royal fuit rejects, 

Eternal life by legal works affects; 

In vain the Lving feeks among the dead, "' 

Sues quickning comforts in a killing head. 

Her dead and bury’d hufband has her heart, 
Which can nor death remove, nor life impart. 
Thus all revolting Adam’s blinded race 

In their firft {poufe their hope and comfort place. 
They natively expect, if guilt them prefs, - 
Salvation by a home-bred righteoufnefs: 

They look for favour in JEHovAH’s eyes, 

By careful doimg all that in them lies, 

‘Tis ftill their primary attempt to draw 

Their life and comfort from the vet’ran law; 
They flee not to the hope the gofpel gives ; 
Totruft a promife bare, their minds aggrieves, 
Which judge the man that des, rhe man that hives. 
As native as they draw their vital breath, 

Their fond recourfe is to the legal path. 

Why, fays old nature in law-wedded man, 

“ Won't Heav’n be pleas’d, if I do all I can? 
“Tf I conform my walk to nature’s light, 

“ And ftrive, intent to practife what is right? 

“ Thus, won’t [by the God of heav’n be blefs’d, 
“ And win his favour, if I do my beft? [thrall, 
“‘ Good God! he cries, when prefs’d with debtand 
“ Have patience with me, and Ll pay thee alls.” 
Upon their aif, their be?, they’re fondly mad, 
Though yet their a// is naught, their def is bad. 
Proud man bis can-does mightily exalts, 
Yet are his brighteft works but fplended faults, 
A finner may have fhews of good, but ftill 
The beft he can, even at his beft, is ill. 

Can heav’n or divine favour e’er be witi 

By thofe that area mafs of hell and fin? 
The righteous law doesnum’rous woes denounce 
Againft the wretched foul that fails but once: 
What heaps of curfes on their heads. it tears, 
That have amafs’d the guilt of num’rous years! 


| sp al waa 4 8 : 
Man's flrict attachment to legal TERMS, or to the 
law as a condition of hfe. 


SAY. on whattermsthenHeav’n appeas’d willbe? 
Why, fure, perfection is the leaft degree. 
Yea, more, full /atisfaction muft be giv'n ~ 

For tref{pafs done againft the laws of Heav’n. » 
Thefe are the terms: what mortal back fo broad, 
But muft for ever fink beneath the load? 

A ranfom muft be found, or die they muft, — 
Sure, even as juftice infinite is juft. 

But, fays the legal, proud, felf-righteous heart, 
Which cannot with her antient confort part, 

“ What! won’t the goodnefs of theGod of heav’n 
“ Admit of {malls when greater can’t be giv’n? 
“ He knows our falls diminifh’d all our funds, 
“* Won't he accept of pennies now for pounds? 
“: Sincere endeavours for perfection take, 
“ Or terms more poflible for mankind make?” 
Ah! poor divinity, and jargon loofe, © =~ 
Such hay and ftraw will never build the houfe. 
Miftake not here, proud mortal; don’t miftake; 


-God changes not, nor other terms will make. 


| Pfalm Ixix. 4. " Luke xxiv. 5. § Mat. xvi. 26. 
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Will divine faithfulnefs itfelf deny, 
Which fwore folemnly, Man fhall door die ? 
Will God, moft true, extend to us, forfooth, 
His goodnefs to the damage of his truth? 
Will fpotlefs holinefs be baffled thus? 
Or awful juftice be unjuft for us? 
Shall faithfulnefs be faithlefs for our fake, 
And he his threats; as weihis precepts break? 
Will our great Creditor deny: himfelf? 
And for full payment take our filthy pelf: 
Difpenfe with juftice, to let mercy vent? 
And ftain his royal. crown with:’minith’d rent? 
Unworthy thought! O letno mortal clod 
Hold fuch bafe notions of aiglorious God. 
Heav’n’s holy cov’nant, made for human race, 
Confifts, or whole of works, or-whole of grace. 
If works will take the field, then works muft be 
For ever perfect to the laft degree: 
- Will God difpenfe with lefs?. Nay fure, he won't 
With ragged toll his royal law affront. 
Can rags, that Sma: flames will foon difpatch, 
Fer prove the fiery law's adequate match?: 
- Vain man mutt be divorc’d, and chufe to take 
Another hufband, ora burning lake. 
‘We find the divine volume no-where teach 
New legal. terms within our mortal reach. 
Some make,though in the facred page unknown, 
Sincerity aflume perfection’s throne: 
But who will boaft this bafe ufurper’s fway, 
Save minifters of darknefs, that difplay,. . 
Invented night to ftifle feripture-day? 
The nat’ralitts fincerity is naught; 
That of the gracious;is divinely taught; 
Which teaching keeps their graces, if fincere, 
Within the limits of the gofpel-fphere, . 
Where vaunting, none created graces fing, 
Nor boaft of ftreams, but of the Lord the {pring. 
Sincerity’s the foul.of ev’ry grace, Eich 
The quality of all the ranfom’d race. 
Of. promis’d favour ’tis a fruit, a claufe; 
But no procuring term, no moving caufe. 
How unadvis’dthe legal mind confounds 
The marks of divine favour with. the grounds, 
And qualities of covenanted ‘friends. i 
With the condition of the cov’nant blends? 
Thus holding gofpel-truths ‘with legal arms, 


The joyful found no change of terms allows): 
But change of perfons, or another fpoufe. | 
The nature fame that finn’d muft do and die; 
No milder terms in gofpel-offers lie, > 

For grace no other law-abatement fhews,. | 
But how law-debtors may reftore its dues; 
Reftore, yea, through a Surety in their place, ° 
With double int’reft and a better grace. . 
Here we of no new terms of life are told, 
But of a hufband to fulfil the old; 3 
With him alone by faith we're call’d to wed, 
And let no rival.* éruik the marriage-bed.:. 


he OS E-O , civ. | 
Mens vain attempt to feck LIFE dy CHRIsT’s righteou/: 
_»(omefs, joined with their own; and legal hopes natural 


‘toall. =e 
B UT ftill the bride relu@tant difallows 
fy The junior fuit, and hugs the feniot {poufe, 
Such the old felfith folly of her mind, ~ : 
So bent to lick the duft, and grafp the wind, 
Alledging works and duties of her own 
May for her criminal offence atone; 
She will her antic dirty robe provide, 
Which vain fhe hopes will all pollution, hide. 
npeeV ox. IL 
. . * Enjoy. 
—. 


+ Hab. i. 16, t Col. ii, 3. ‘ 


TH EB £1 eETVi Eis 


ov 


ESPOUS ALS. “585 


The filthy rags that faints away have flung, 
She holding, wraps and rolls herfelf in dung. 
Thus, maugre all the light the Sedit gives, 
Unto her-nat’ral confort fondly cleaves. 
Though mercy fetthe royal match in vew, 
She’s loth to bid her ancient maté adieu. 

When. light of f{cripture, reafon,; common fenfe. 
Can hardly mortify her vain ‘pretence 

To legal -righteoufnefs ; yet if at lat 

Her confcience rous’d begins to ftand a ghatt, 
Prefs’d with the dread of hell, the’ll rathly patch, 
And halve a’ bargain with the proffer'd match ; 
In hopes his help, ‘together with her own, 

Will turn to peaceful {miles the wrathful frown, 
Though grace the rifing fun delighful fings, 
With full falvation'in his golden wings, 

And righteoufnefs complete; ‘the faithlefs foul, 
Receiving half the light, reje&ts the whole; 
Revolves the facred page, but reads purblind 
The gofpel-meflage with a legal mind. 

Men dream their ftate, ah! too tooflightly vew’d, 
Needs only be amerided, not renew’d ; 

Scorn to be wholly debtors unto grace, 

Hopeful their works may meliorate their cafe. 
They fancy prefent pray’rs and future pains 
Will for their former failings make amends: 
To legal yokes they bow their fervile necks, 
And, leaft foul flips their falfe repofe perplex, 
Think Jefus’ merits make up all defects, 

They patch his glorious robe with filthy rags, 
And burn but incenfe to their proper drags, t 

Difdain to ufe his righteoufnefs alone, 
But as an aiding ftirr’p to mount their own; 
Thus in Chrift’s room his rival {elf enthrone, 
And vainly would, drefs’d up in legal trim, 
Divide falvation ’twixt rhemfelves and him. 


But:know, vain man, ‘that to his fhare muft fall 
_ The glory of-the*whole, or none at all. 


In him all wisdom’s hidden treafures le, 3 
And all the fuliefsof the Deity. I 
This ftore alone, immenfe, and never {pent, 


_ Might poor infolvent debtors well content ; 


But to hell-prifon juftly Heav’n will doom 
Proud fools that.on-their petty ftock prefume. 


- The fofteft couch that gilded nature knows 


- Can give the waken’d nature no repofe, 
Miftakes new-cov nant fruits forfed’ral terms. . | When God artaigns, what mortal pow’rcan ftand 


Beneath the terror of his lifted hand? 
Our fafety les beyond the nat’ral line, 
Beneath the purple covert all divine. 


_ Yet how is precious Chrift, the way, defpis’d, 


And high the way of life by doing priz’d? 

But can its vor'ries all its levy fhow? 

They prize it moft, who leaft its burden know: 

Who by the law,’ in’party would fave his foul, 

Becomes: a debtor to fulfil the whole." 

Its pris'ner he remains, and without bail, 

‘Till ev'ry mite be paid; and if he fail, - 

(As fure he mutt, fince, by‘our finful breach, 

Perfection far furmounts all mortal reach) 

Then curft for evér muft his foul remain; 

And all the folk of God muf fay, AMEN 30 

Why, feeking that the law thould help afford; 

In honouring’ the law, he flights its Lord, 

Who gives his law-fulfilling righteoufnefs 

To be the naked finner’s perfect drefs, 3 

In ‘which he might with fpotlefs beauty fhine 

Before the face of majefty divine: 

Yet, lo! the finner works with mighty pains 

A garment of his own to hide his ftains ; 

Ungrateful, overlooks the gift of God, 

The robe wrought by his hand, dy’d in his blood. 
In vain the Son of God this web did weave, 


Could our vile rags fufficient thelter give. 
I | In 
| Col. ii. 9. “Gal. v. 3. } Deut. xxvii. 26. 
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In vain he ev'ry thread of it did draw, 
Could finners be o’ermantled by the law. 
Can mens falvation on their works be built, ., 
Whofe faireft actions nothing are but guilt? 
Or can the law fupprefs th’ avenging flame, 
When now its only office is to.damn? 
Did life come by the law, in part or whole, 
Bleft Fe/us dy’d in vain to fave a foul. 
Thofe then who life by legal means expect, 
To them is Chri? become of no. effect ; * 
Becaufe their legal mixtures do, in fact, », 
Wifdom’s grand project plainly counteract. 
How clofe proud carnal reafonings combine, 
To fruftrate foy’reign grace’s great defign? 
Man’s heart. by nature weds the law alone, 
Nor will another paramour enthrone. aby 
True, many feem by courfe of life profane, 
No favour for the law to entertain; 99 <1) 
But break the bands, and caft the cords: away,, 


That would their raging lufts.and paflions flay = 


Yet evn this reigning madnefs may declare, 

How {ftriétly wedded to the law they are, 

For now (however rich they feem’d before), 

Hopelefs to pay law-debt, they give it oer, b 

Like defp’rate debtors mad, ftill run themfelves | 
in more. J 

Defpair of fuccefs fhews their {trong defires, 

"Till legal hopes are parch’d in luftful fires. 

“ Let’s give, fay they, our lawlefs will free fcope, 

“ And live at random, for there is no hope .” 

The law, that can’t.’em help, they ftab with hate, 

Yet-fcorn to beg, or court another mate. 

Here lufts, mot oppofite their hearts divide, 

Their beattly paffion, and their bankrupt pride. 

In paffion they their native mate deface, 

In pride, difdain to be, oblig’d to grace. 

Hence plainly, as a rule ’gainft law they live, 

Yét clofely;to it as.a-cov’nant cleave. 

Thus Jegal pride lies hid beneath the patch, . 

And ftrong averfion to the gofpel-match. 


Cc flpy Sp) oR 


The. manner of a Sinner’s divorce from the law in 
a work of humiliation, and of his marriage to 
the Lord Jesus CuR1is7T; or, the way how 
a Sinner comes to be a Believer. 


7B Ecos 
Of d LAW-WORK, and: the workings of legal pride 


under it. 


GO proud’s the bride, fo backwardly difpos'ds:/ 


How then fhall e’er the happy.match, be clos’d? 


Kind grace the tumults of her heart muft. quell, 
And draw her heav’nward by, the gates of hell. » 
The Bridegroom’s Father makes by’s holy. Sp’rit, 
His ftern command with her ftiff confcience meet; 
To dafh her pride, and fhew her.utmoft need,,) / 
Purfues for double debt with awful dread... §, 4 
He makes her former hufband’s frightful ghoft 
Appear,and damn her, as a bankrupt loft; 04 «1 
With curfes, threats, and Simaz thunder-claps, 
Her lofty tow’r of legal boatting faps. Lol 
Thefe humbling ftorms, in high or low degrees, 
Heav'n’s Majefty will meafure as he pleafe;_, 
But {till he makes the fiery law at leaft ; 
Pronounce its awful fentence in her breatt, 

"Till through the law { convict of being loft, 

She hopelefs to the Jaw gives up the ghoft: | 
Which now in rigour comes full debt to crave, 
And in clofe prifon caft; but not to fave. — 


* Gal. fi, 21, Werdyq. 
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_ That with a grace fhe may herfelf prefent: °° | 


+ Jer. xviii 12. 
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For now’tis weak, and can’t (through our default) 
Its greateft votaries to life exalt. Pest 
But well it canscommand with’ fire and flame, : 
And to the loweft pit of ruin damn. ©5 
Thus doth it by commifhon from above,  [love. 
Deal with the bride, when Heav’n would court her 
Lo! now fhe ftartles at the Sinai trump, © — 
Which. throws»her foul into a difmal dump ; 
Confcious another hufband fhe muft have, 
Elfe die forever in deftruction’s grave. 

While in conviétion’s jaibfhe’s thus inclos’d, 
Glad news arevheard, ‘the royal mate’s propos’d. 
And now the fcornful bride’s inverted ftir 
Is racking fear, he fcorn to‘match with her. © ' 
She-dreads his fury, and defpairs that he’ » 
Will-ever wed fo vile’a wretch as fhe. 
And here the legal‘ humour ftirs again, 
To her prodigious lofs and grievous pain:~' | 
For. when the Prince prefents himfelf to‘be — ' 
Her Hufband, then fhedeems ; Ah! is not he 
Too fair a match for fuch a filthy bride? °* 
Unconfcious that the thought bewrays he pride, 
Ev’n pride of merit, pride-of righteonfnefs,;:  — 
Expecting Heav’n fhould love her for héerdrefs ; 
Unmindful how the fall her face ‘did ftain, 
And made her:but a black! unlovely fwain,* 
Her whole primeval beauty quite defac’d, > 
And to the rank of fiends her form debas’d ;°" ~ 
Without disfigur’d; and defil’d within, pees 
Incapable of anything but‘fin. » 
Heav’n courts not:any for their’ comely face, 
But for the glorious praife of fov’reign grace, > 
Elfe ne’er had courted one of!Adam’s race, ?' 
Which all as children of corruption be, ‘> — 
Heirs rightful of immortal mifery. 94° 9 
Yet here thesbridé:employs her foolith wit, 
For this-bright match her ugly form to fit; 
To daub her features’o’er with‘legal paintyo"' 
Hopeful the Prince! with credit might herwe 
If once fame comely qualities fhe*had:) 0% * 
In humble pride; het: haughty fpirit flages)! 
She cannot think of coming “all’in raps20 907 
Were fhe a humble, ‘faithful-penitent, Dn 
Shé dreams he’d:then contraé with full‘content. 
Bafe varlet! think-fhe’d be'amatch for him: - 
Did fhe. but deck: herfelf in handfome!trim: |‘ ’ 
Ah!. foolifh thoughts! in legabdeeps that plod ; 
Ah! forry notionsof a fov’reign God} 0? (0% 
Will God-expofe:his great, ‘his glorious Son," * 
For our vile baggage to be: fold and won?” 0” 
Should, finful modefty the match decliney"~ *° © 
Until its garb’ be brifk and fuperfine; °° 7" 
Alas! when fhould we fee the marriage-day >” 
The happy bargain mult flee up for ay.) ¢ 
Pref{umptuous: fouls, in furl ymodetty, <7 2:92 
Half-faviours:6f themfelves would fondly be, 
Thehshopeful th’ other half their'due will fall; 
Difdain!to be in fefus’-debtfor ally) 0% 2 Oe. 
Vainly they firft would wath themfelves, and the 
Addrefs the fountain to be wath’d more clean; 
Firft heal themfelves, and then expect the balm: 
Ah!\imany-flightly ‘cafe their fudden qualm: 
They ‘heal their confcience with'a tear or pray’r ; 
And feek no other Chrif, but perifh there. °* 
O finner, fearch the houfe, and fee the thief 
That {poilsithy Saviour’s crown, thy foul’s relief, 
The hid, but heinows-fin of unbelief.) 
Who can poflefs a:quality that’s good," ) 60" ~ 
Till firft he come to Fe/fus’ Cleanfing blood? 
The pow’rthat draws the bride, ‘will/alfo thew , 
Unto her by*the way her hellifh‘hue;' °° 
As void of ‘ev'ry virtue to commend, wa 
And full of ev'ry vice that will offend. 
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Till fov’reign grace the fullen bride fhall catch, 
She’ll ‘never fit herfelf for fuch a match. - 

Mott qualify’d they are in heav’n to dwell, 
Who fee themfelves moft qualify’d for hell; 
And, ere the bride can drink falvation’s cup, 
Kind Heav’n muft reach to hell and lift her up: 
For no decorum e’er about her found,': + 

Is the belov’d; but on a nobler ground): 
Jenovan’s.love is like his nature, free; 

Nor muft his creature challenge his decree; 

But low at fov’reign grace’s footftool creep, 
Whofe waysarefearchlefs,andhisjudgments deep. 
Yet grace’s fuit meets with refiftance rude 

From haughty fouls ; for lack of innate good 
To recommend them. Thus the backward bride 
Affronts her Suitor with her modeft pride. 
Black hatred for his offer’d love repays, © 

Pride under mafk of modefty difplays : 

In part would fave herfelf; hence, faucy foul ! 
Rejects the matchlefs mate would fave in whole. 


ies EME TONE 


Conviction of sin and wR ATH, carried on more 
deeply and effectually on the heart. 


orth ERE RS Ce Skea ars nn sheaeloae Praha ‘ , 
O proudly forward is the bride, and now 
Stern Heav'n begins toftare with cloudier brow; 

Law-curfes come with more condemning pow’r, 

To feorch»her: confcience with a fiery fhow’r, 

And more refulgent-flafhes darted in ; 

For by the law the knowledge’ is of fin *. 

Black Sina, thund’ring louder than before, 

Does awful in her lofty bofom-roar. 

Heav’n’s furious ftorms now rife fromev’ry airth j, 

In ways more ¢errible to /hake the earth ft, 

"Till haughtine/sof men be funk thereby, 

That Chritt: alone: may. be exalted high. 

Now,ftable earth feems from ‘her centre tof, 

And, lofty mountains in the'ocean loft. 

Hard rocks of flint, and haughty hills of pride, 

Are torn in pieces by the foaring tide. ©» ~ 

Each flafh of new: conviétion’s lucid rays!“ 

Heart-errors, ‘undifcern’d tilb now, ‘difplays ; 

Wrath’s maffy cloud upon:the confcience breaks, 

And:thus menacing Heav’n, iti thunder {peaks ; 

“ Black wretch, thou madly:under foot haft trode 

“ Th’ authority of a commanding God) ©. 

“ Thou, like thy kindred thatdn Adam fell)” 

Art but a law-renverfing lump of hell, 

“ Andthere bylaw and jufticed6om’d to dwell.” 
Now, now, the daunted bride her ftate bewails, 
And downward furls her felf-exalting fails; | 

With pungent fear, and piercing terror brought 
To ae her lofty legal thought. ~ " 

Why, the commandment comes, fii'is reviv'd peor © 
That lay fo hid, while to the law the liv’d; 

Anfinire majefty:in God is feen, oo 
And infinitemalignity in fine 22) 
‘That to its’expiation muft amount °°" > ©» 

A facrifice of infimite account: 280) 9 8 eat 
Juftice its direfeverity difplays,2°° ©.) 3qQ%) 
Thedaw its vaftdimenfions ‘open lays.) 19. 
Shedfeesfor this broad ftandard'nothine’meet, ' 
Save an obedience, -finlefsiand'complete:! 9". 
Her cob-webrighteoufnefs,once in renown, 

Is withoa happy vengeance now fweprdowin. ° 
She who of daily faults couldonce but-pfate, 
Sebs now her finful’miferable tate; .* '°[dwell, 
Her heart, where once the thowght fome #6dd to 
The devil’s cab’net fill’d with trath of hell) 
Her boafted features now unmafked ‘bare?™* - 

Her vaunted hopes are plung’d in deep defpair. 


ct * Rom. iii. 20. + Wind, or quarter. 
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Her felf-conceited heart is felf-conviG, 


 f Ifa. ii. 17, 19. 
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Her haunted fhelter-houfe.in bypat years 
Comes tumbling down about her frighted ears. 
Her former ‘rotten faith, love, penitence, 

She fees a bowing wall, and tott’ring fence. 
Excellencies of thought, and word, and deed, 
All {wimming, drowning in a fea of dread: 
Her beauty now deformity fhe deems ; 

Her heart much blacker than the devil feems. 
With ready lips fhe can ‘herfelf declare 

The vileft ever breath’d in vital air. 

Her former hopes, as refuges of lies, 

Are {wept away, and all her boatting dies. 
She once imagin’d Heav’n would be unjuft 


To damn fo many lumps of human dutt, 


Form‘d by himfelf; but now fhe owns it true, 
Damnation furely is the finner’s due: 

Yea, now applauds the law’s juft doom fo well, 
That juftly {he condemns ‘herfelf to hell; 

Does herein divine equity acquit, 

Herfelf adjudging to the loweft pit. 

Her language, “ Oh! if God condemn, I mutt 
“ From bottom of my foul declare him juft. 

But if his great falvation me embrace, 

How loudly will I fing furprifing gracé? 

“If from the pit he to the throne me raife, 

[ll rival angels in his endlefs praife. 

If hell deferving me to heav’n he bring, 

No heart fo glad, no tongue fo loud fhall fing, 
If wifdom has not laid the faving plan, 

I nothing have to claim, I nothing can. 

“ My works but fin, my merit death I fee; 

Oh! mercy, mercy, mercy! pity me.” 

Thus all felf-juftifying pleas are dropp’d, 

Mott guilty {he ‘becomes;' her mouth is ftopp’d. 
Pungent remorfe does her paft conduct blame, 
And flufh her confcious ‘cheek with {preading 
: (fhame. 
With barbed arrows of compunction prick’d : 
Wonders how'juftice {pares her vital breath, ~ 
How patient'Heav’n adjourns the day of wrath; 
How pliant earth does not’ with open jaws 
Devour her, ‘Korah-like, for equal caufe; . 
How yawning hell, that gapes for fuch a prey, 
Is fruftrate witha further Hour’s delay. ° 

She that could'once her mighty works exalt, 
And boaft devotion fram’d without a fault, 
Extol her nat’ral pow’rs, is now brought down, 
Her former madnefs, not her pow’rs, to‘own. 
Her prefent beggar’d ftate, moft void of grace, 
Unable even to wail her woful cafe, 
Quite pow’rlefs to believe, ‘repent, or pray; 
Thus pride of duties flies and dies away. 

She, like a harden’d wretch, a ftupid ftone, 

Lies in the duft, and cries, Undone, undone. 


pares Sagat cteaino x 
The deeply humbled foul RELIEVED with fome faving 
_ difcoveries of CHRIST the Redeemer’ ' 

Herfelf the vileft'finner out‘of hell, 
The blackeft monfter inthe univerfe:\" ©: 
Penfivelif clouds'of wo thall'e’er difperfe. 


eee : FD hb At a bas I> Wiss Oe! ee hs = gy 
WV HEN thus the wounded bride’perceives full 
VV Doo 2 Sgpeliit oc!s to-sulsves Wea m5“ 


-Whenin her bréaft Heav’n’swrath fo fiercely glows, 
.Dwixt fear ard guile her bones have no repofe. 


When flowing’ billows of amazing dread: 


. 


“Swell to a‘delnge o'er her finking head; 


hen nothing in‘her heart is found to dwell, 

But horrid Atheifm, enmityfand hell; 9°~ | 

When endlefs death and ruin feems at-hand,. 

And ‘yet the cannot for hérfoul'command 
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A figh to eafe it, or a gracious: thought, 
Though heav’ncouldat this petty rate be bought. 
When darknefs and confufion overcloud, 
And unto black defpair temptations croud ; 
When wholly without ftrength to move or ftir, 
And not a {tar by night appears to her: 
But fhe, while to thé brim her troubles flow, 
Stands trembling on the outmoft brink of wo. 
Ah! weary cafe! But, lo! in this fad plight 
The fun arifes with furprifing light. 
The darkeft midnight is his ufual time 
Or rifing and appearing in his prime. 
To fhewthe hills from whence falvation fprings, 
And chafe the gloomy fhade with golden wings, 
The glorious Hufband now unvails his face, 
And fhews his glory full of truth and grace ;* 
Prefents unto the bride in that dark hour, 
Himfelf a Saviour, both by price and pow’r: 
A mighty helper to redeem the loft, 
Relieve and ranfom to the uttermoft; + 
To feek the vagrant fheep to defert driv’n, 
And fave from loweft hell to higheft heav’n. 
Her doleful cafe he fees, her bowels move, 
And make her time of need a time of love.§ 
He fhews, to prove himfelf her mighty fhield, 
His name is Jesus {, by his Father feal'd: 
A name with attributes engrav'd within, 
To fave from every attribute of fin. 
With wi/dom fin’s great folly to expofe, 
And righteoufne/s its chain of guilt to loofe, 
Sanctification to fabdue its /way, 
Redemption-all its woful brood to flay. |f 
Each golden letter of his glorious name 
Bears full deliv rance both from fin and fhame: 
Yea, not privation bare from fin and wo, « 
But thence all pofitive falvations flow, 
-To-make her w/e, juft, holy, happy too. 
He now appears a match exactly meet 
To make her every way zn him complete, 
- In whom the fulne/s of the Godhead dwells," 
That fhe: may boaft-in him, and nothing elfe.- 
In gofpel-lines {he now perceives the dawn 
Of Fe/us’ love with bloody pencil drawn; 
How God in him: is infinitely-pleas’d, 
Andi Heav’n’s revenging fury whole appeas’d: 
Law-precepts magnify’d by her belov’d, 
Andev’ry let to ftop the match removd. 
Now in her view her prifon-gates break ope, 
Wade to the walls flies up the door of hope, 
And now the fees with pleafure unexprefs’d 
For-fhatter’d barks a happy fhore of reft. 


§ EoG'T. oI: 


The workings of the Spirit of faith in Separating the 
heart from all felf-righteoufne/s, and drawing out its 
confent to, and defire after GHR1ST alone and wholly. 


How thefe law-humblings were defign’d 
gk eovid PE GOOG Sobnvew ot} ari cae 
T’ enhance the value of the Hufband’s blood: 
The tow’r of 'tott’ting: pride, thus. batter’d; down; 
Makes way}for Ghrift alone to wear the crown, 
Convigtion’s' arrows! pierc’d her heart, that fo + 
_- Theblood from his pierc’dhearttohers mightflow. 
_Thelaw’stharp ploughtears upthefallow-ground, 
Where not a.grain.of grace was to be found, \), 


a 


r[ ih ‘pride at Sinai little uhderftood,. | 


Till ftraight perhaps behind the plough, ig/fown || » : 
The juftice 1 offended, he-has:pleas’d;..) oo 


The hidden feed-of faith; as yet unknown. - 
Hence now the.once reluctant bride’s inclin’d. + 
-To gave the gofpel an affenting-mind, aay 
Difpos’d to take, would grace the pow’r impart, 
. Heav’n’s offer with a free confenting heart. 


* John i. 14. + Heb. vii. 25. 6 nae . 2 ef 
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And fhews his loving hgart to draw the bride’s; 

Tho’ oft in clouds his drawing pow’ he hides, 

His love in gracious offers to her bears, 

In kindly anfwers to her doubts and fears, 

Refolving all-objeétions, more or lefs, 

From former fins, or prefent worthlef{nefs: 

Perfuades, her mind of’s conjugal confent; 

And then impowers her heart to fay, Content. 

Content to be divorced from the law, 

No more the yoke of legal terms. to draw. 

Content that he diflolve the former match, 

And to himfelf alone her heart attach. 

Content.to join with Chri at any rate, 

And wed him as her everlafting mate, © . 

Content that he fhould ever wear the bays, 

And of her whole falvation have the praife. 

Content that he fhould rife, though fhe fhould fal] 

And to be nothing, that he may be all. . rs 

Content that he, becaufe {he nought can do, 

Do for her all her work, and im her too. 

Here fhe a peremptory mind difplays, 

That he do all the work, get all the praife. 

And now fhe is, which ne’er till now took place 

Content intirely .to.be fav’d by grace. . : 

She owns that her damnation juft would be 

And therefore her'falvation muft be free: 

That nothing being hers but fin and thrall,“ 

She mutt be debtor unto grace for all. gal 
Hence comes fhe to him in her naked cafe,” 

To be invefted with his righteoufnefs. bs 

She comes, as guilty, to a ‘pardon free; 

As vile.and filthy, to'a cleanfing fea; 

As poor and empty, to the richeft ftock ; | 

As weak and feeble, to the ftrongeft rock: . 

As peri m8 unto.a fhield.from-thrall; _, 

As worfe than nothing, to.an a//i-all, 

She, as a blinded mole,. an ign’rant fool, > - 

Comes for inftruction to the Prophet's {chool. 

She, with a hell-deferving confcious breatt, 

Flees for atonement to the worthy Prief, 

She, as a flave to fin and Satan, wings 

Her flight for help unto the Aing of kings. 

She all her maladies.and plagues brings forth 

To-this Phyfician of eternal worth. . 

She {preads before his throne: her filthy fore,’ 

And Jays her broken bones down at his door. 

No mite fhe has to buy.a crumb of blefs, ’ 

And ‘therefore comes, impov’rifh’d as fhe is. 

By fin and Satan of; all good bereft, 


His Spirit in the gofpel-chariot rides, | g 


Comes e’en as bare.as they her;foul have left. © 


To, fenfe, as free of |holinefs, within,- co. 
As Chrifi; the {potlefs Lamb, .was,free of fin. 


She comes by faith; true; but.it {hews her want, 


And brings her as.a finner; got a faint; - 
A wretched. finner flying for her. good 
To juftifying, fanctifying blood. ; 
Strong faith noftrength nor pow’rofaCtingvaunts . 
But acts in fenfe of ;weaknefs and of wants. * 
Drain’d now of ev’ry thing that men may call’ 
Terms and conditions of relief from thralh; 
Except this one, that Jesus-be herall.;; «9°, 
When to the bride he gives.efpoufing faith, -..~ 
It. finds-her under fin, and guilt, and wrath; ° 
And makes her.as.a-plagued wretch to fall.” 
At jefus’ footftool for the cure of all, 9.5 4s) 
Her whole falvation-now in-him the feeks,. > 
And mufing thus perhaps in fecret {peaks: . 
»{Lo! all my burdens may in him be.eas’d;: 


“ The blifs that J have forfeit, he procur'd;. 
“ The curfe that I deferved, he endur’d; | +.) 
« The law that Ihave broken, he obey’d; 
“ The debt that I contracted, he has paid: | 
: t ‘7 mi ee “ And 
t Col. ii. 9, 10,» 
os 
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“ And-though a match/unfit for him I be, . 

“T find. him evry way moft:fit:for me. . 
“SweetLord,I think,wouldftthouthyfelf impart, 

“Vd welcome thee with opem hand:and heart. 

“ But thou that fav’ft by price, mutt faye by pow'r; 

“ © fend thy Spirit ina ‘fiery fhow’r,: ' | 

“ This cold and frozen heart:of mine to thaw 

“ Tharnoughtfavecordsof burning love candraw. 

“ O draw me, Lord; then will I run tothee, |. 

“ And glad into thy:glowing;bofom/flee:; — 

“ Town myfelf a mafs of fin and hell, | 

“ A brat’that can do nothing but rebel: \;).)) 9: 

“ But didft thou not, as facred: pages fhew*,.) © 

“ (When rifing up‘tofpoil the hellifh crew, 

« That had, by:thoufands, finners captive made, 

“ Get donatives, not for thy. proper gam, ©) > 

“§ But royal bounties for rebelliousmen;) 9° os) >: 

 Giftsp graces; and the Spirit: without bounds, : \.. 

“ For God’s new houfe with man on firmer grounds? 

“ © them let'me:a:rebel:now:come fpeed, | 

. Thy holy! Spirit:is the giftyI-needis oy 6 oso: 

“ His precious graces*too, the: glorious grant, 

* Thon kindly promis’d,: and I-greatly; want. 

“ Thow art éxalted to. the higheft place, : .i:\ | 

“To give repentance forth and ev'ry grace.t 

“ O giver of fpiritual life and breath, 

“ The author and:the jini/her of faith ; t ) 

ThowHutband-like miftieviry thing provide, 

“ If e’er the like of me become thy bride.”))) 


ij 
ti 


“ And hadftinconqu’ring chainsthem captive led): 


Faith's wiew of the freedom of grace, cordial renuttcia- 
tion ofall its‘ovwn ragged righteoufnefs, and formal 
actéptance: of and clofing with the perfon of glorious 
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Te bride with opetf eyes) thar once weredim; 
Sees now her whole falvation ‘lies in‘ him;'' 
The Prince, whois notin difpenfing nice, >. 
Butifreely'gives without her'pains or price. 
This magnifies'the wonder in‘hereye, os || 
Who nota farthing has’ wherewith to buy; 
For now her humbled mind:can ‘difavow;” 
With confcious eye difcern her emptinefs, 
With candid lips her’ poverty confels. ah. 
“O glory tothe Lord that! grace‘is free; eoob » 
“ Elfe never would ‘it light on°guilty mer. ot © 
“ | nothing have with me to beiits price, ow 90 
«But hellith blacknefs, enmity, ‘and vices? 
Tn fornier times fhe durft:prefaming come, °« 
To grace’s matket, with’a*petty ‘fum: ©! 
Of duties, prayers, tears, a boafted fet, 
Expecting heav’n would thus;be in her debt. 
Thefe were the price, at leaft the did fuppofe, 
| She'd? be'the welcomer becaufe of thofe:s. 
Butwiow fhefees the vilenefs of hervogue.': 
The dung that clofe doth ev'ry duty clog, 
‘The fin that doth hér‘holinefs reprove,'') >" 
The enmity‘ that*clofe attend:her love, +". 
The great heart-hardnefs of her. penitence, 
The fttipid dulnefs of her vatinted fenfe, > 
The Wnbelief of former- blazed: faith, ) © 
The uttér nothingnefs of all fhe hath.» 
The blacknefs 6f her beauty fhe can fee, ~ 
‘The pompous pride of ftrain’d:humilitie;°« 
The naughtinefs'of all her tears and pray’rs; 
And now rénounces all her worthlefs wares ; 
And finding nothing to commend herfelf, 4 
But what might damn’ her, her embezzled pelf; 
At fov’reign grace’s feet doth proftrate fall, 
Co pent to be in Fefus’ debt forall. oy i 
MIN 1. i. 
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Her noifed virtues vanith out of fight, 

As ftarry tapers.at meridian light ;_ 

While fweetly; humbly, fhe beholds at length 
Chrift,,as her only righteouinefs and ftrength. 
He with the view throws down his loving dart, 
Impreft with pow’r into her tender heart. 
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_ The deeper that the law’s fierce dart was thrown, 


The deeper now the dart of love goes down: 
Hence, {weetly pain’d,.her cries to heav’n do flee ; 


- “© none but Je/us, none but Chri? for me! 


“.O glorious Chrifi!,O beauty, beauty rare! 

“ Ten thoufand thoufand heav’ns are not fo fair. 
“ In him at once,all.beauties meet and fhine, 

“ The white and,ruddy, human and divine. 

“ As in his low, he’s in his high abode, 

“ The-brigtheft image of the unfeen God, || 

“ How juitly dothe;harpers fing above, 

“ His doing, dying, rifing, reigning love? 

“ How juftly does, he, when his work is done, 


- “ Poffefs the centre of his Father’s throne? 


“ How juftly do:his awful throne before 
“ Seraphic armies. proftrate, him adore ; 
“ That’s both by nature.and donation ¢rown’d, 


— “ With all the grandeur of the Godhead round? 


“ But wilt rhou,:Lord, in very deed come dwell 


_ “ With me, that was a burning brand of hell? 


“ With me, fo juftly reckon’d worfe and lefs 

“ Than. infect; mite, or atom can exprefs? 

“ Wilt thou, debafe thy high.imperial form, 

“ To,match with fuch a mortal, crawling worm? 
“Yea, fure thine errand to.our earthly coatt, 

« Was-in:deep love to /eck and-fave the lof : | 

“ And.fince thou deign’ft the like of me to wed, 
“© come andmake my heart. thy marriage-bed. 
“Fair Fe/us; walt,thou marry filthy me! 

“ Amen,.Amen,,Amen; {fo let it be.” 


CRAB nT 


“The “FRutt's of thé’ Believer’s ‘Marriage with 


CHRIST ; particularly gofpel-holinefs, and o- 
bedience to'the-law,as.a rule. 
git 1s Sob Rh hdobrs 
The fweet folemnity of the marriage now over, and the 
fad effects of the remains of arlegal fpirit. 


FF ELE match is made, with little din ’tis done; 
But with,great pow’r unequal prizes won. 
The Lamb has fairly won his worthlefs bride; 
She her great Lord, and.all his ftore befide. 
He made the pooreft bargain, though moft wife; 
And.fhe, the fool, has won the worthy prize. 
Deep. floods.of everlafting love and grace, 
That under ground ran an eternal {pace, 
Now rife aloft ’bove banks of fin and hell, 
And.o’er the tops,of mafly mountains {well. 
In ftreams of blood are tow’rs of guilt o’erflown, 
Down with the tapid purple-current thrown. 
The bride now.as her all can Fe/us own, - 
And proftrate at his footftool caft her crown, 
Difclaming all-herformer. groundle{s hope, 
While in the dark her foul did weary grope. 
Down tumble-all the hills-.of felf-conceit,,. ,. 
In him alone fhe fees herfelf complete; _ 
Does his fair perfon with fond arms embrace, 
And-all’her hopes on his full merit place; . 
Difcard her former mate, and henceforth draw 
No hope, no expectation from thelaw, 
Though thus her new-created nature foars, 
And lives aloft on Je/us’ heav’nly flores; . : 
K ot ack ae 
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Yet, apt to ftray, her old adult’rous heart 
Oft takes her old renounced hufband’s part: 
A legal cov’nant is fo deep ingrain’d 
Upon the human nature, laps’d and ftain’d, 
That, till her fpirit mount the pureft clime, 
She’s never totally divore’d.in time. 
Hid in her corrupt part’s proud bofom lurks » 
Some hope of life ftill by the law of works.” : 
Hence flow the following evils, more or lefs; 
Preferring oft her partial holy drefs, of 
Before her Hufband’s perfect righteoufnefs. 
Hence joying more in grace already giv’n, 
Than in her Head and ftock that’s all in heav’n. 
Hence grieving more the want of frames and grace, 
Than of himfelf, the fpring of all folace. 
Hence guilt her foul imprifons, lufts prevail, 
While to the law her rents infolvent fail, ’ (bail. 
Andyet her faithlefs heart rejects her Hufband’s 
Hence foul diforders rife, and racking fears, 
While doubtful of his clearing’ paft arrears ; 
Vain dreaming, fince her own obedience fails, 
His likewife little for her help avails. 
Hence duties are a tafk, while all in view 
Is heavy yokes of laws, or old’or new: 
Whereas, were once her legal biafs broke, 
She’d find her Lord’s commands an eafy yoke. 
No galling precepts on her back he lays, 
Nor any debt demands, fave what he pays 
By promis’d aid: but, lo! the grievous law 


Demanding brick, wo’nt aid her with a ftraw. 


Crav’d by the law, finding her treafure {pent, 
And doubting if her Lord will pay the rent. 

Hence pride of duties too does often fwell, 
Prefuming fhe perform’d fo very well. 

Hence pride of graces and inherent worth »- 
Springs from her corrupt legal biafs forth ; 

And boafting more a prefent with’ring frame, 
Than her exalted Lord’s unfading name. 

Hence many falls and, plunges in the mire, ;-- 
As many new:converfions do,require: 
Becaufe her faithlefs heart's fad follies breed ~ 
Much lewd departure from ‘her ‘living Head, 
Who, to reprove her aggravated crimes, 

Leaves her abandon’d to herfelf at times; 

That, falling into frightful deeps, fhe may 
From fad experience learn more ftrefs to lay, 
Not on her native efforts, but at-length | 
On Chrift alone, her righteoufnefs and ftrength: 
Confcious, while in her works fhe feeks repofe, 
Her legal {pirit breeds her many woes. 


Hence alfo fretful grudging, difcontent, f 
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Faith's victories over fin and ‘Satan, through new and 
‘farther difcoveries. of CHRIST, making believers more 
“fruitfulin holine/s. than all other pretenders to works. 


7T HE gofpel-path leads heav’nward; henee the 
glee bys. ould to 'eerrsorh 
Hell-pow’rs fill pufh the bride the legal way. 
So hot’s the war, her life’s a troubled flood,' ! 

A field of battle, anda feene of blood.» >: 

But he that once commenc’d the work in:her, 
Whofe-working fingers drop the {weeteft myrrh, 
Will ftill advance it by alluring force, ot 
And, .from her antient mate, more clean divorce: 
Since”tis her antiquated fpoufe the law iC, 
The ftrength of fin and hell did on her draw.: - 
Piéce-meéal fhe finds hell’s mighty force abate, — 
By new recruits from her almighty Mate. 

Frefh “armour, fent from grace’s magazine, 
Makes her proclaim eternal war with fin. 

+ Canté vii, 2. 


*2Cor. iii. 18. i| Matth. vii. 17, 28. ©" 
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The fhield of faith: dipt.in.the Surety’s blood, 
Drowns fiery darts, ‘as.in.a crimfon flood. 

The Captain’s ruddy banner, lifted high, 
Makes hell retire; and all the furies fly. 

Yea; of his gloryev’ry recent glance 

Makes fin decay, and holinefs advance. 

In kindnefs:therefore.doés her heav’nly Lord 
Renew’d difcov’ries of his love-afford, 

That her enamour’d foul may with the view 

Be caft into his holy:mould anew). )) 

For when he manitefts his-glorious grace, 

The charming»favour/of' his {miling face,» | 
Into his image fair transforms her foul*;. +», 
And wafts her upward to the heav’nly pole, | 
From: glory unto:glory. by degrees, ©) si) ts: 
"Till vifion and fruition: fhall fuffice.., 

And thus in holy beauty Fe/us' bride . 
Shines far beyondsthe painted, fons of, prides. ° 
Vain merit-vouchers, and their fubtile apes, 
In all their moft refin’d, delufive fhapesi..) 


~ No lawful child is:erethe marriage born; |) © 


Though therefore virtues feign’d their life adorn; 
The fruit they bear is: but:a fpurious brood, * 
Before this happy marriage be made goodie!) ~ 
And ’tis not ftrange, for from a corrupt tree io' 

No fruit divinely good produc’d can ber\bevncn ais « 
But, lo! the bride, graft in the living root, : 
Brings forth moft precious aromatic fruit. 

When her new heart-and her new Hufband meet, 
Her fruitful: womb as:tike a heap of wheat, 

Befet with fragrant lilies round about +, 

All divine graces in a comely root, 

Burning within, and fhining bright without. 
And thus the bride; as facred,feripture faith, 
When dead sinto the daw through Fefus death 4,0. 
And match'd with him; bears tober, God and Lord 
Accepted fruit, with incenfe pure decor’'d. +»... 
Freed from law-debt, and blefs’d with gofpel-eafe, 
Her-work is now:her-deareft Lord to. pleafe, 

By living on him:asjher jample-ftock, bibs 
And leaning: to, him: as her, potent rock,» 


The fruit: that each-law-wedded- mortal. brings, « 
To felf accrefces, as, from, felf-it {prings. . + 
So bafeva rife muft-have a bafe recourfe,,. ... 
The {pring can mount no: higher than its,fourfe. 
But 7e/us can his bride’s fweet, fruit, commend,» 
As brought from: him the.root, to him, the end. 
She does by fuch-an: offspring, him.avow. 4 © 
To be her AupHacand OmEGAstoo,,, » 5, i 
The work:and warfare he bepins,-he.crowns,; » 
Though maugre various conflicts, ups and downs. 
Thus thro’ the darkfome vail {he makes her way. 
Until the morning. dawn)of glory’s, day... .¥ 
[ DOUIROG'R (2IkII eiss pigs aera 
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True faving Faith magnifying the law, bath.as a covenant, 
and asia rule.:\ Falfe faith, unfruit{ul and ruiming,,,«; 
ROUD nature may, reject this, gofpel-theme,, 
And curfe it as an Antinomian {cheme... ..) 

Let flander bark, let envy. grin.and fight, Hind 
The curfe that.is.fo.caufelefs fhall not light §. » 
If they that fain:would make by holy force... 
’Twixt finners and the law:a clean AIVORCE, et 
Cott 


Avant, vain legalifts, unworthy-trath, » =... | 
es . , When 


t Rom. vit. q. 5. § Prov. xxvie 2.) (9 Rom. iii. “3 cs 


Crap. Ill. 


When as @ cov’tiant ftern the law commands, 
Faith puts her: Lamb’s. obedience in its hands: 
And when its threats gufh outa fiery flood, 
Faith ftops the current with her victim’s blood. 
The law can crave no-more, yet craves no lefs, 
Than active, 'paflive, perfect righteoufnefs. 

Yet here is all, yea, more:than its demand, 

All render’d to.it by a divine hand. 

Mankind is bound law-fervice ftill to pay, 

Yea, angel-kind is alfo bound t’ obey. 

It may by human and. angelic blaze. 

Have honour, but in finite partial ways. 

Thefe natures have its luftre once defac’d, 

’Twill be by part of both for.ay difgrac’d. 

Yet, had they all obfequious ftood and true, 

They'd giv'n the law no more than homage due. 

But faith: gives’t honour yet more great, more odd, 

The‘high, the humble fervice of its God. | 
Again, to view the holy,law’s command, 

As lodged. in a Mediator’s hand; | 

Faith gives it honour, asa rule of life, 

And makes the bride the Lamb’s obedient wife. 

Due|homage to the law thofe never did, 

To whom th’ obedience pure of faith is hid. 

Faith works by love t; and purifies the heart §,. 

And truth advances in the inward part;, . 

On carnal hearts impreffles divine ftamps, 

And fully’d lives inverts to fhining lamps. 

From Abram’s feed, that are moft {trong in faith, 

The law moft honour, God moft glory hath. 

But due refpect to neither can be found, 

Where unbelief ne’er got a mortal wound,’ ' 

To ftill the virtue-vaunter’s empty found. 

Good works he boafts, a path he never trode, 

Who isnot yet the workmanfhip of God ||, 

In Fefus thereunto created new; ~ se 

Nois’d works that {pring not hence are but a fhew. 

Triié faith, that's of a noble divine race, 

Is ftill a‘holy, fanctifying grace; ithe 

And gréater honour to the law does fhare, © 

Than boafters all that breathe the vital air. 

F’en heathen morals vaftly may outfhine © — 

The works’ that flow not frém @ faith divine.’ ” 

Pretenfions high to faith a ‘number have, 

But; ah! itis a faith that carihot fave: - 

We truft, fay they, in Chriff, we hope in God ; 

Nor blufh to blaze their rotten faith abroad. ’ 
Nor try the truft of which they’make'a thew, | 
If of a faving or'a-damning hue. 6 oe 
They own their fins are ill; ‘true; but “tis fad,’ 
They never thought theirfaith and hope-were bad. 
How evident’s thei home-bréd nat’ral blaze, 
Who dream they have believ'd well all their days; 
Yet never felt their unbelief;'norknew ©." 
The need of pow’r their natures 'to renew? 
Blind fouls that boaft of faith,’ yet live in fin, 
May hence conclude their faith is to begin; 

Or know they ‘hall, by fuch an airy faith, 
Believe themfelves to everlafting wrath. | 

Faith that nor leads to géod, nor keeps from 7//, 
Will never lead to heav'n, nor keep trom:hell. 
The body without breath is dead* ; no lets 

Is faith without the works of holinefs +. 

‘How rare is faving faith, when earth is cramm’d 
With fuch as will believe, and yet be damn’d; 
Believe the gofpel, yet with dread and awe 

Have never ably yet believ’d the law? = 
That matters fhall be well, they hope too foon, 
Who never yet have feen themfelves undone. 
Can of falvation their belief be true, =~: > 
Who never yet believ’d damnation due?» 

Can thefe of endlefs life have folid faith,” | 
Who never fear’d law-threats of endlefs death? 
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Nay, fail’d they ha’nt yet to the healing fhore, 

Who never felt their finful, woful fore. 
Imaginary faith is but a blind, ? 

That bears no fruit; but of a deadly kind ; 


Nor can from fuch a wild unwholefome root 


The leaft production. rife of living fruit. 

But faving faith can fuch an offspring breed, 
Her native product is a holy feed. 

The faireft iffues of the vital breath 

Spring fromthe fertilewomb of heav’n-born faith; 
Yet boafts fhe nothing of her. own, but brings 
Auxiliaries fromthe Aing of kings, 

Who graves-his royal law in rocky hearts, 
And gracious:aid in foftning fhow’rs imparts: 
This gives prolific virtue to the faith, 
Infpir’d at firft by his almighty breath. 
Hence, fetching: all her fuccours from abroad, 
She ftill employs this mighty, pow’r of God. 
Drain’d clean of native pow’rs and legal aims, 
No ftrength but in and from: Jexovan, claims. 
And thus her fervice to the law o’ertops 

The tow’ring zeal of Pharifaic fops. 
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The Believer only; being married to CHRIST, is juttified 
and fanctified ; and the more gofpel-freedom-_from the 
law asa cowenant, the more holy conformity to it as a 
rule. 


HUS doth the Hufband by his Father’s will 
-Both jor and m his, bride the law fulfil: 

For her, as tis: covenant ; and then 
In ber, as tis a: rule-of life. to men. 
Firft-all law-debt he moft completely pays; 
Then of law-duties all the charge defrays. 
Does firft.affume her guilt, and loofe her chains; 
And then with)living water, wafh her ftains: 
Her fund reftore, and then her form repair, 
And make, his filthy- bride.a-beauty fair; 
His perfect righteoufnefs moft freely grant, 
And-then his holy image deep implant ; 
Into her heart. his, precious feed .indrop, ; 
Which, in his'time, will yield.a glorious crop. 
But by alternate.turns,his,plants he brings’. - 
Through robbing winters and repairing {prings. 
Hence, pining oft, they fuffer fad decays, 
By dint of fhady nights and ftormy days. 
But bleft with fap,,and influence from above, 
They live and,grow anew. in faith and loye; 
Until tranfplanted to the higher foil, 2 
Where furies tread-no more, nor foxes fpoil. 
While Chrift the living root remains on high, 
The noble plant.of grace.can, never.die:. - 
Nature decays, and fo will. all the fruit 
That merely rifes on a mortal root. 
Their works, :however f{plendid, are but:dead, 
That.from a living fountain.don’t proceed; * 
Their faireft. fruit.is but a garnifh’d fhrine, 
That are not grafted in the glorious vine.. | 
Devouteft hypocrites are rank’d in rolls... 
Of painted puppets, not of living fouls. ~ 

No offspring but of Chrift’s fair bride is good, 
This happy marriage has a holy brood. ., 
Let finners learn'this myftery to read, 
We bear to glorious Chrift no precious feed, 
Till through:the law, we to the law be dead \\. 
No true obedience to the law,, but fore’d, 
Can any yield, ’till from the law divorc’d. 
Nor to it as a rule, is homage.given, 
Till from it, as a.cov'nant, men) be driven. « — 
Yea more, till once they this divorce attain, 
Divorce from fin they but attempt in vain; 

. ' The 
4 Gal. ii, 19. 


* James ii. 26. + James ii. 17, 20. 


$92 éJ GCOTSCPSE Li * $5 
The curfed yoke of fin they bafely draw, 
"Till once‘tinyoked’from the curfing law. 
Sin’s full dominion keeps its native'place, 
While men are wnder law, not under grace +. 
For mighty hills of enmity won't move, 
Till touch'd by fov’reign grace and mighty love. 
Were but the gofpel-fecret underftood, 
How God can pardon where he fees no good; 
How grace and mercy free, that can’t be bought, 
Reign through a righteoufnefs already wrought: 
Were woful reigning unbelief depos’d, 
Mytterious grace to blinded minds difclos’d: 
Did Heav’n' with gofpel-news its pow’r convey, 
And finneérs’ hear a faithful God but fay, ¢ 
“ No more law-debt remains for you to pay ; 
“ Lo! by-the loving Surety all’s difcharg’d,” 
Their hearts behov’d with love to be enlarg’d: 
Love, the fuccin® fulfilling of the law *, 
Were then the’eafy yoke they’d fweetly draw, 
Love would conftrain and to his fervice move 
Who left'them nothing elfe to do but love. 
Slight now his loving precepts if they can ; 
No, no; his conqu’ring kindnefs leads the van. 
When everlafting/love'exerts the fway, 
They judge themfelves more kindly bound’ obey; 
Bound by redeeming grace in ftricter fenfe 
Than ever ddam was in innocence. 
Why now they are not bound, as formerly, 
To do and /ive, nor yet to do or die; 
Both life and death are put in Fe/us’ hands, 
Who urges neither in his kind commands, 
Not:fervile work their life and heav’n to win, 
Nor flavifh labour death and hell to fhun. — 
Their aims are purer, ‘fince they underftood 
Their‘heav’n was bought, their hell was quench’d 
swith blood. 
The oars-of gofpel-fervice now they fteer, 
Without or legal ‘hope or flavith fear. 
The bride in fweet fecurity can dwell, 
Nor bound'to purchafe heav’n, nor vanquifh hell: 
‘But bound for him the race of love to run, 
Whofe love to‘her left none’of thefe undone ; 
She’s boufid'to' be the Lamb’s obedient wife, 
Arid in his ftrength to ferve him during life;:. 
To glorify his loving name for ay, 
Who 'left her not a fingle mite to pay 
Of legak debt; but wrote for her at large, 
In characters‘of blood,-a full‘difcharge. 
Hencefortl: no fervile tafk her labours prove, 
But grateful fruits of revereritial love. | 


pre oo Riga) ghee 


Gosp EL-GR'A OF giving no liberty nor freedom to fin, 
but to holy fervice and pure obedience. 


T HE glorious Hufband’s love can’t lead the wifé 
: T6 whoredom, ‘or licentioufnefs’of life: : 
Nay, nay; fhe finds his warmeft love within, |’ 
The hotteft fire to’melt her heart for fins s io0 7 
His kind‘embrace is ftill the ftrongeft cordic : 
To bind her to the fervice of her Lord. pO 
The more her faith infures this love of his, 

The more ‘his law her dele¢ctation. is. 
Some dream, they might, who this affurance win, 
Take latitude and liberty to fin. » ¥ 
Ah! fuch bewray their ignorance, and prove 
They want the lively fenfe of drawing love, 
And how its fweet conftraining force can move. 
The ark of grace came never in to dwell, 

But Dagon-lufts before it headlong fell. 

Men. bafely can unto laf{civioufnefs | 
Abufe the doctrine, not the work of grace. 

$ Rom. vi. 1, -2. 


hae 26 By es izes, ’ 
+ Rom. vi. 14, * Rom. xiii. ro. 


* 


ON N'E TS. 


Parte L 


Huggers’ of divine love in ‘vice’s path, 01/ v 
Have but the fancy of it, not the faith: 

They never foar’d aloft on grace’s wing, 

That knew not grace to bea holy.thing: % 
When regnant fhe the pow’rs of hell appales, 
And fin’s dominion in the;ruin falls, . 
Curft is the crew, whofe Antinomian drefs 

Makes grace a cover-to their idlenefs.. 

The bride of Chrift will fure be very loth 

To make his love a pillow for her floth: | 
Why, mayn'tsfhe fim the more that grace: abounds? 
Oh! God-forbid! the-very thought confounds: : 
When dead unto the law, fhe’s dead-to fin 
How can fhe any longer live therein t ? 

To neitherof them is fhe:now a flave, 
But fhares the conqueft of the*great, the brave} |’ 
The mighty Gen’ral, her victorious Head,.«i 1! 
Who broke the double chain ‘to free the brides: ‘ 
Hence, prompted now with gratitude and love, 
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_ Her chearful feet in fwift obedience move,>! ©“ 


More ftrong the cordg of love to‘duty draw,!!!." 
Than hell and all the‘curfes of ithe law. «oo. 
When with feraphic love the breaft’s infpir'd,)~ 
By that are all the other grace’s fir'd; © 0 w oi 
Thefe kindling round, the burning heartandframe 
In life and ‘walk fend forth:a holy flame: 
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A CauTion to all againft a legal fpirit; efpecially 
to thofe that have a profeflion without power, 
‘and learning without grace. ...., es 
Wwe Y, fays the haughty heart of legalifts, 
Bound to the law of works by.nat’ral rwitts, 
“ Why, fuch ado about.a law-divorce? . ° >. 
* Mens livesarebad,and would youhave’emworfe? 
* Such Antinoman ftuff, with: labour’d toil, »;;° 
“ Would,;human -beauty’s native luftre {poil.;, 
“ What wickednefs. beneath the; cov’ring lurks, ;. 
“ That lewly would divorce us.from.all works ?+ 
“ Why fuch.a ftir about,the Jew and grace? ...+ 
“ We know that meri cannot now take place, 
“ And what needs more?” Well,to let flander drop; 
Be merit for a little here the {cope. mained 
Aby!, many learn to lifp in gofpel-terms,  .. 
Who yet ‘embrace.the law with legal arms.., ....- 
By wholefome education fome,are taught’... .. 
To,own that human merit now;is naught; 
Who. faintly but-renounce proud merit’s name; 
And cleave refin’dly to the Popifh,fcheme,. .- 
For graceful works expecting divine blifs.;. 
And, when they, fail, truft Chrift for what’s amifs. 
Thus to his righteoufnefs profefs to flee; - 
Yet by it ftill would their own faviours be.; 
They feem/to works of merit bloody foes ;; .. 
Yet feek falvation,. as at were ||,..by thofe.., 
Blind Gentiles found, who did not feek nor. know; 
But Jra’/ loft it-whole, who,fought it fof.. -._. 
Let-all,that love to wear the gofpel-drefs, ... 
Know that as fin, fo daftard. righteoufnefs - 
Has flain its thoufands, who in tow’ring pride 
The righteoufnels. of Fe/us Chrift deride; af 


‘A robe divinely. wrought, divinely won, . _ . 


Yet caft by men, for, rags that are their own. 
But fome to legal) works feem whole deny’d, 
Yet would by gofpel-works be juftify’d, 
By faith, repentance, love, and.other fuch; _. 
Thefe dreamers being righteous overmuch'\, > 
Like Uzza give the ark a wien) touch, 
By legal deeds, however gofpeliz'd, si 
Can e’er tremenduous juttice be appeas’d? 
mere ==> OF 
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Or finners juftify’d before that God; 

Whote daw is perfect and exceeding broad * ? 
Nay, faith itfelf, that leading gofpel-grace, 
Holds, as a work, no juftifying place. 
Juft-Heav’n to man for righteoufnefs imputes 
Not faith itfelf, or in its acts or fruits ; 

But Fe/us’ meritorious life and death, 

Faith’s proper object, all the honour hath. 
From this doth faith derive its glorious fame, 
Its great renown, and juftifying name; 
Receiving all things, but deferving nought; 
By faith all’s bege’d and taken, nothing bought. 
Its higheft name is from the wedding-vote, | 
So inftrumental in the marriage-knor... . 
Jenovan lends the bride, in.that bleft hour, 

Th’ exceeding greatne/s of his. mighty pow’r +; . 
Which fweetly does her heart-confent command 
To reach the wealthy Prince her naked hand. | 

For clofe to his embrace fhe’d never ftir, 
Tf firft his loving arms embrac’d not her: 
But this he does by kindly gradual chatfe, 
Of roufing, raifing, teaching, drawing grace, 
He thews her, in his fweeteft love-addrefs, 
His glory, as the Sun of righteoufnefs ; 
At which all dying glories earth adorn 
- Shrink like the fick moon at the wholefome morn. 
This glorious Sun arifing with a grace, 
Dark fhades of creature-righteoufnefs to chafe, 
Faith now difclaims, itfelf, and all the train 
Of virtues formerly accounted gain ; ‘ 
. And counts them dung {, with holy, meéek difdain. 
For now appears the height, the depth immenfe 
_ Of divine bounty and benevolence; 
Amazing mercy! ignorant of bounds! 
Which moft enlarged faculties confounds. 
How vain, how void now feem the vulgar charms, 
The monarch’s pomp of courts, and prideof arms? 
The boafted beauties of the human kind, 
The pow’rs of body, and the gifts of mind? 
Lo! in the grandeur of IMMaNUEL’s train, 
Alls fwallow’d up, .as rivers in the main. 
He’s feen, when’ gofpel-light and fight is giv’n, 
Encompafs’d round with all the pomp of heav’n. 
~The foulnow, taughtof God, feeshuman{chools 
Make Chriftlefs Rabbi's only lit’rate fools ; 
And that, ‘till divine teaching pow’rful draw, 
No learning will divorce them from the law. 
Mere argument may clear the head, and force . 
A verbal, not a cordial clean divorce. _ 
Hence many, taught the wholefome terms of art, 
Have gofpel-heads, but ftill a legal heart. 
Till fov’reign grace and pow’r the finner catch, 
He takes not 7e/us for his only match. 
Nay, works compete! .Ah! true, however odd, 
Dead works are rivals with the living God. 
Till Heav’n’s preventing mercy clear the fight, 
Confound the pride with fupernat’ral light; 
No haughty foul of human kind is brought 
To mortify her felf-exalting thought. 7 
** Yet holieft creatures in clay-tents that lodge, . 
Be but their lives:fcann’d by the dreadful Judge ; 
How fhall they e’er his awful fearch endure, 
‘Before whofe pureft eyes heav'n is not pure? 
How muft their black indictment-be enlarg’d, 
When by him angels are with folly charg’d?. ... : 
What buman worth thall ftand, when he fhall fean? 


O may his glory ftain the pride of man... - 
~ How wondrous are the tracts of divine grace, 
te fearchlefs are his ways, how vaft th’ abyfs? 
et haughty reafon ftop, and fear to leap; 
ae plummets cannot found the deep. 

With {corn he turns his eyes.from haughty kings, 
- With pleafure looks on low and worthlefs things; 
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Deep are his judgments, fov’reign is his will, 
Let ev’ry mortal worm be dumb, be ttill. 

In vain proud reafon {wells beyond its bound; 
God and his counfels are a gulf profound, 
An ocean wherein all our thoughts are drown’d. 


Gio eb SAC ab V. 


Arguments and Encouragements to Gofpel-mini- 
fters to avoid a legal ftrain of doctrine, and endea- 
vour the finner’s match with Curist by gof- 
pel-means. 


og ol Out SELLE S 
A legal Spirit the root of damnable Errors. 


A Ae heralds great, that blow, in name of God, 
| The filver trump of gofpel-grace abroad; 
And found, by warrant from the great I am, 
The nuptial treaty with the worthy Lamb: 
Might ye but ftoop th’ unpolith’d mufe to-brook, 
And from a fhrub an wholefome berry pluck; 
Ye'd take encouragement from what is faid, ¢ 


. By gofpel-means to make the marriage-bed, 


And to your glorious Lord a virgin chafte to wed. 
The more proud nature bears a legal {way, 
Tbe more fhould preachers bend the gofpel-way: 

Oft in the church arife deftrutive {chifms 

From anti-evangelic aphorifms; 

A legal fpirit may be juftly nam’d 

The fertile womb of ev’ry error damn’d. 
Fence Pop’ry, fo connat’ral fince the fall, 

Makes legal works like faviours merit all; 

Yea, more than merit on their fhoulder loads, 


To fupererogate like demi-gods. 


Hence proud Socimans fet their reafon high, 
"Bove ev'ry precious gofpel-myftery, 
Its.divine author ftab, and without fear 
The:purple covert of his chariot tear. 

With thefe ruin Arzan montfters in a line, 
All gofpel truth at once to undermine; 
To darken and delete, like hellith foes, 
The brighteft colour of the Sharon Rofe. 
At beft its human red they but decry, 

That blot the divine white, the native dye. 
Hence dare Arminians too, with brazen face, 
Give man’s free-will the throne of God’s free grace; 

Whofe felf-exalting tenets clearly fhew 
Great ignorance of law and gofpel too. 

Hence Neonomans {pring, as fundry call 

The new law-makers, to redrefs our fall. 

The law of works into repentance, faith, 

Is chang’d, as their Baxterian bible faith. 
Shaping the gofpel to an eafy law, 

They buildtheirtott’ring houfe with hay and ftraw; 


. Yet hide, like Rachel's idols in the ftuff, 


Their legal hands within a gofpel-muff.- ~ 
Yea, hence {pring Antinomian vile refute, 
Whofe grofs abettors gofpel-grace abufe ; 
Unfkill’d how grace’s filken latchet binds 
Her captives to the law with willing mind. 
Do x 
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A legal Strain of  Doétrine difeovered and difcarded. 


O wonder Pau/ the legal fpirit curfe, 
N Of fatal errors fuch a feeding nurfe. 
He, in JEHovAH’s great tremendous name, 
Condemns perverters of the gofpel-fcheme. 
He 
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He damn’d the fophift rude, the babbling prieft 
Would venture to corrupt it in the leatt ; 

Yea, curft the heav’nly angel down to hell, 
That daring would another gofpel tell *. 
Which crime is charg’d on thefe that dare difpenfe 
‘The felf-fame gofpel in another fenfe. 
/ Cbrif is not preach’d in truth, but in difguife, 
If his bright glory half abfconded lies. 

When gofpel-foldiers, that divide the word, + 
Scarce brandifh any but the legal fword. 

While Chri? the author of the law they prefs, 
More than the end of it for righteoufnefs ; 

Chrift as a feeker of our fervice trace, 

More than a giver of enabling grace. 

The King commanding holine(s they fhow, 
More than the Prince exalted to beftow; 

Yea, more on Chri? the fin-revenger dwell, 
Than Chri Redeemer both from fin and hell. 

With legal fpade the gofpel-field he delves, 

Who thus drives finners in unto themfelves ; 
Halving the truth that fhould be all reveal’d, 
The {weeteft part of Chri is-oft conceal’d. 

We bid men turn from fin, but feldom fay, 
Behold the Lamb, that takes all fin away > ! 

Chrift, by the gofpel rightly underftood, 

Not only treats a peace but makes it good. 
Thofe fuitors therefore of the bride, who hope 
By force to drag her with the legal rope, 

Nor ufe the drawing cord of conqu'ring grace, 
Purfue with flaming zeal a fruitlefs chafe; 

In vain lame doings urge, with folemn awe, 
To bribe the fury of the fiery law: 

With equal fuccefs to the fool that aims 

By paper walls to bound devouring flames. 
The law’s but mock’d by their moft graceful deed, 
That wed not firft the law-fulfilling Head ; 

It values neither how they wrought nor wept, 
That flight the ark wherein alone ’tis kept. 

Yet legalifts, DO, DO, with ardour prefs, 

And with prepoft’rous zeal and warm addrefs, > 
Would feem the greateft friends to holinefs : 
But vainly (could fuch oppofites accord) 
Refpect the law, and yet reject the Lord. 

They fhew not Fe/us as the way to blifs, 

But Fudas-like betray him with a kifs 

Of boafted works, or mere profeffion puft, 
Law-boafters proving but law-breakers oft. 
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The HURTFULNESS of mot preaching Curist, and 


diftinguifhing duly between law and gofpel. 


ELL cares not howcrudeholinefs be preach’d; 

i If finner’s match with Chri? be never reach’d; 
Knowing their holinefs is but a fham, 
Who ne’er are marry’d to the holy Lamb: 
Let words have never fuch a pious fhew, 
And blaze aloft in rude profeflor’s view, 
With facred aromatics richly {pic’d, 
If they but drown in filence glorious Chri; 
Or, if he may fome vacant room fupply, 
Make him a fubject only by the by ; 
They mar true holinefs with tickling chat, 
To breed a baftard Pharifaic brat. 
They wofully the gofpel-meflage broke, 
Make fearful havock of their Mafter’s flock ; , 
Yet pleafe themfelves and the blind multitude, 
By whom the gofpel’s little underftood. 

Rude fouls, perhaps, imagine little odds 
Between the /egal and the go/pel roads: 
But vainly men attempt to blend the two; 
They differ more than Chri and Mofes do. ~ 
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SONNETS. PERT I, 
Mofes, evangelizing in a fhade, 

By types the news of light approaching fpread ; 
But from the law of works, by him proclaim’d, 
No ray of gofpel-grace or mercy gleam’d. 

By nature’s light the law to all is known, 

But lightfeme news of gofpel-grace to none. 
The doing cov’nant now, in part or whole, 

Is ftrong to damn, but weak to fave a foul. 

It hurts, and cannot help, but as it tends 
Through mercy to fubferve fome gofpel-ends. 
Law-thunder roughly to the gofpel tames, ’ 

The gofpel mildly to the law reclaims. 

The fiery law, as ’tis a covenant, 

Schools men to fee the gofpel-aid they want; 
Then gofpel-aid does fweetly them incline 

Back to the law, as ’tisaruledivine. [wounds, 
Heav’n’s healing work is oft commenc’d with 
Terror begins what loving-kindnefs crowns. 
Preachers may therefore prefs the fiery law, 

To ftrike the Chriftlefs man with dreadful awe. 
Law-threats which for his fins to hell deprefs, 
Yea, damn him for his rotten righteoufnefs ; 
That, while he views the law exceeding broad, 
He fain may wed the righteoufnefs of ‘God. 

But, ah! to prefs law-works as terms of life, 
Was ne’er the way to court the Lamb a wife. 
To urge conditions in the legal frame, 

Is to renew the vain old cov’nant game. 


. The law is good, when lawfully ’tis us'd t, 


But mott deftructive, when it is abus’d. 
They fet not duties in the proper fphere, 
Who duly law and gofpel don’t fevere ; 
But under maffy chains let finners lie, 
As tributaries, or to DO or DIE. 

Nor make the law a fquaring rule of life, 
But in the gofpel-throat a bloody knife. 


SECT, IV. 


Damnable Pride andSelf-righteoufnets, fo natural to ‘all 
men, bas little need to be encouraged by legal preaching. 


"THE legal path proud nature loves fo well, 
(Though yet tis but the cleaneft road to hell) 
That, lo! e’en thefe that take the fouleft ways, 
Whofe lewdnefs no controuling bridle ftays ; » 
If but their droufy confcience raife its voice, 
"Twill {peak the law of works their native choice, 
And echo to the roufing found, “ Ah! true: 
“ I cannot hope to live, unlefs I DO,” 
No confcious breaft of mortal kind ¢an trace 
The myft’ry deep of being fav’d by grace. 
Of this nor is the nat’ral confcience {kill’d; 
Nor will admit it, when it is revea’d; ~~ 
But puthes at the gofpel like a ram, 
As proxy for the law, againft the Lamb. 
The proud felf-righteous Pharifaic ftrain 
Is, “* Bleft be God I’m not like other men; 
“ Tread and aki alms, I mourn and faft |}; 
“ And therefore hope to get to -heav’n at laft; 
“ For though from év’ry fin I be not free, ~ 
“ Great multitudes of men are worfe than me. 
“ Tm none of thofe'that fwear, cheat, drink, and 
; whore.” Mi 3 bic Td + ax) i k 
Thus on the law he builds his Babel tow’r) 
Yea, ev’n the vileft curfed debauchee é; 
Will make the law of works his very plea; $ 
“ Why, fays the rake, what take you me to be? 
“A Turk or infidel a Tye}? carr t 2a ame 
“* Be term’d fo bafe, but by a fycophant;9 ~~ 
‘ Only [hate to aé the whining faint. 
“ Tam a Chriftian tfue; and therefore bode, ~ 
“ It fhall be well with me, I hopein God. _ 
i 6s An't 


| Luke xviii. a4, 72.) . 
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« An’t Ian honeft man? Yea, I defy 

*“ The tongue that dare affert black to mine eye.’ 

Perhaps, when the reprover turns his back, 

He'll vend the viler wares 0’ ’s op’ned pack, 

And with his fellows, in a ftrain more big, 

“ Bid damn the. bafe, uncharitable whig. 

“ Thefe fcoundrel hypocrites (he'll proudly fay) 

“ Think none fhall ever merit heav’n but they. 

* And yet we may compete with them; for fee, 

“ The beft have blemithes as well as we. 

“ We have as good a heart (we truft) a#thefe, 

“ Tho’ not their vain fuperfluous thew and blaze. 

** Bigotted zealots, whofe foul crimes are hid, 

* Would damn us all to hell; but, God forbid. 

“ Whatever fuch a whining fect-profefs, 

“ *Tis but a nice, morofe, affected drefs. 

“ And though we don’t profefs fo much as they. 

** We hope to compafs heav’n a fhorter way ; 

“ We face God’s mercy, and are all along 

“‘ Moft free of malice, and do no man wrong. 

* But whims fanrattic fha’n’t our heads annoy, 

“ That would our focial liberties deftroy. 

* Sure, right religion never was defign’d 

“ To mar the native mirth of human kind. 

* How weak are thofe that would be thought 
. nonfuch ! “ANS 

“ How mad, that would be righteous o’ermuch! 

“ We have fufficient, though we be not cramm’d: 

 We'llthereforehopethebett,letthem bedamn’d.” 

Ah! horrid talk! yet fo the legal ftrain 
Lards evn the language of the moft profane. 
Thus: devilith pride o’erlooks a thoufand faults, 
And on a legal ground itfelf exalts. 

This DO and L/V E, though:doing pow’r be loft, 
In ev'ry mortal is proud nature’s boatt..., 

How. does a.vain conceit of goodnefs {well 

And feed falfe hope, amidft the fhades of hell? 
Shallswe, who, fhould by gofpel-methods draw, 
. Send finners to:their nat’ral.fpoufe the law ; 
And harp upon the doing firing to fuch, 

Who ignorantly dream they .do.fo much? 

Why, thus, inftead of courting Chrifa bride, 
We harden rebels in their native pride. 

Much rather ought we in,God’s name to place 
His great artill’ry ftraight againft their face ; 
And throw hot Sinai thunderbolts.around, 

To burn their tow’ring hopes down to the ground. 
To make the pillars of their.pride to thake,. 
And damn their doing to, the. burning lake. 

To curfe the doers unto -endlefs thrall, 

_ That never did continue-to do all*,: ;. 

To fcorch their confcience with the flaming air, 
And fink their haughty hopes in-deep defpair ; 
Denouncing £bal’s black revenging doom, 

To blaft their expectation in the bloom; 
*Till once vain hope.of life by ,;works give. place 
Unto a folid hope.of life by grace. M4 

_The vig’rous ufe.of means 1s fafely urg’d, 
When prefling calls from legal dregs are purg’d; 
But mot unfafely inia fed'ral drefs, .... 3. 
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The Gofpel of divine Grace the only means of converting 
Juners; and fhould be preached therefore moft clearly, 
fully, and freely. 


lS HEY ought, who royal grace’s heralds be, 
To trumpet loud falvation, full and free; 
Nor fafely can, to humour mortal pride, 
In filence evangelic myft’ries hide. 
What heav’n is pleas’d to give, dare we refufe; 
Or under ground conceal, leaft men abufe? 
Supprefs the gofpel-flow’r, upon pretence 
That fome vile {piders may fuck poifon thence? 
Chrift is a fiumbling-block +, hall we neglect 
To preach him, leaft the blind fhould break. their 
That high he’s for the fa// of many fet [neck? 
As well as for the rife {, mutt prove no let. 
No grain of precious truth mutt be fuppretft, 
Though reprobates fhould to their ruin wreft. 
Shallheav’n’scorrufcantlamp bedimm’d, that pays 
Its daily tribute down in golden rays? < 
Becaufe fome, blinded with the blazing gleams, 
Share not the pleafure of the lightning beams, 
Let thofe be hardned, petrify’d, and harm’d, 
The ref are mollify’d and kindly warm’d. 
A-various favour]], flowers in grace’s field, 
Of life to fome, of death to others yield. 
Mutt then the rofe be vail’d, the lily hid, 
The fragrant. favour ftifled? God - forbid. 
The revelation of the gofpel-flow’r, 
Is ftill the organ fam’d of faving pow’r 
Mott juftly then are legal minds condemn’d, 
That of the glorious gofpel are afham’d: 
For this the divine arm,.and only this, 
The pow’r of God. unto falvation ist. 
For therein as reveal d, to {creen from wrath, 
The righteoufuefs,of God, from faith to faith. 
The happy change in guilty finners cafe 
They owe to free difplays.of fov’reign grace; 
Whofe joyful tidings of amazing love 
The miniftration of the Spirit ‘prove. 
The glorious vent the gofpel-news exprefs, __ 
OfGod’s free grace,thro’ Chritt’s fullrighteoufnefs, 
Is Heavn’s gay chariot, where the Spirit bides, 
And in his congqu’ring pow’ triumphant rides. 
The gofpel-field is ftill the Spirit’s foil, 
The golden pipe that bears the holy oil; 
The orb where-he outfhines the radiant fun, 
The filver channel where his graces run... . 
Within the gofpel-banks his flowing tide 
Of lightning, quickning motions {weetly glide, 
Received ye the Spirit, {cripture faith}, . 
By. legal works, or by the word of faith? 
If by the gofpel:only,. then ‘let none 
Dare ito be wifer than the wifeft-one.., 
We mutt, who freely get, as freely give. - 
The vital word.that makes, the dead to live. 
For ev'n to finners. dead within.our reach. | 
Wein his living name may moftfuccefsful preach, 
© The Spirit and the fcripture,both agree. 
Jointly .(fays Chrift) to teftify, of me. Se 
The preacher,then. will from; his text decline, 
That {corns to harmonize swith this defign. 
Prefs moral duties to the laft. degree ; 
Why not?. but mind, leaft we fuccefslefs be, 
No light, no hope, nofirength for duties {pring, 
Where 7é/us is-not Prophet, Prieft, and Bin 
4 . +> F ed aes obey) a . QO 
16. 4 Romi.16, 27... § Gal. tii, 2. 0)! John xv,.26.¥_ 39 


- A 


596 GOSPEL 
No light to fee the way unlefs he teach, 
No joy ful hope fave in his blood we reach, 
No ftreneth unlefs his royal arm he ftretch. 
Then from our leading fcope how grofs we fall, 
If, like his name , in evry gofpel-call, 
We make not him the Fir, the Laff, the A/l*! 
Our office is to bear the radiant torch, 
Of gofpel-light, into the darkned porch 
Of human underftandings, and difplay 
The joyful dawn of everlafting day ; 
To draw the golden chariot of free grace, 
The darkned fhades with fhining rays to chafe, 
Till Heav’n’s bright lamp on circling wheels be 
hurl’d, 
With fpark’ling grandeur round the dufky world; 
And thus to bring, in dying mortals fight, 
New Jife and immortality to ight. 
We're charg’d to preach the gofpel, wnconfin’d, 
To ev ry creature of the human kind; 
To call, with tenders of falvation free, 
All corners of the earth to come and fee 4: 
And ev’ry finner moft excufelefs make, 
By urging rich and poor to come and take®. 
Ho, ev'ry one that thirfls®, is grace’s call 
Direét to needy finners great and {mall ; — 
Not meaning thofe alone, whofe holy thirft 
Denominates their fouls already bleft. | 
lf only thofe were call’d, then none but faints; 
Nor would the gofpel fuit the finner’s wants. 
But here the call does fignally import 
Sinners and thirfty fouls of every fort ; 
And mainly to their door the meffage brings, 
Who yet are thirfting after empty things ; 
Who foend their means no living bread to buy, 
And pains for that which cannot fatisfy. 
Such thirfty finners here invited are, 
Who vainly fpend their money, thought, and care, 
On paffing fhades, vile lufts-and'trath, fo bafe 
As yield the immortal fouls no true folace. 
The call’direéts them, as they would be bleft;. 
To chufe a purer object of their thirft. | 
All are invited by the joyful found Ob 
To drink who need, ‘as does the parched ground, 
Whofe wide-mouth’d clefts fpeak'to the brafen iky 
Its paffive thirft, without an active cry. | 
The gofpel-preacher then with holy fkill 
Mutt offer Chri? to whofoever will, 
To finners of all forts that can be nam’d; 
The blind, ‘thé lame, the poor, the halt, the maids. 
Not daring to reftriG th’ extenfive call, 
But op’ning wide the! net to catch’em all 
No foul muft be ‘excluded that will come, 
Nor right of accefs be confin’d to’ fome, ° 
Tho’ none will come till confcious of their want, 
Yet right to come they have by fov’reign grant; 
Such right to Chrif,his promife, and his grace, 
That all are damn’d who hear and don’t embrace, 
So freély is th’ unbounded call difpens’d,' 9 
We therein find ev’n finners unconvine’d§’ °° F 
Who know not they‘are naked} blind, and poor by So). 
Counfelld to buy or beg at’ Féjus door, 0 98 
And take’ the. glorious robe, eye-falve, and golden flore, ) 
This prize they aré oblig’d' by faith to wins oO. 
Ele ‘unbelief would never be'their fin. =) 24! 
Yea, ¢ofpel-offers' but a fhatiwe make, | (1° | 
If ev'ry finner has not right to-take. t ala 
_ Bé gofpel~ heralds fortify’d' from this," %'// 
To trumpet grace, howe’er the ferpent hifs, 0” 
Did hell’s malicious mouth in dreadful fhape “’ 
’Gainft innocence itfelf malignant gape? 
Then facred truth’s devoted vouchers may 
For dire reproach their meafures conftant lay. 


a Rev. itt. Coliti, tr,  °2 Tim.ivro. — ¢ Mark xvi. 15. 
d Ifa. xlv. 22. John i, 39,46.* ¢ Rev. xxii.17, f Ifa.lv. 1,2. 
g Luke xiv. 21. A Rev. iii. 17, 18. z Acts XXViligge 2. 
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SONNETS. 


Part I. 


With cruel calumny. of old commenc’d, 
This fect will ev'ry where be {poke againft'. 
While to and fro he runs the earth acrofs 
Whofe name is ADELPHON KATEGOROS*, 
In fpite of hell be then our conftant ftrife 
To win the glorious Lamb a virgin-wife. 


Git inet es Py VI. 


An Exhortation to all that are out-of CurisT; in 
order ‘to their clofing the match with him: 
containing alfo motives and directions. 


Re ae into thine hands thefe lines are giv’n, 
But not without the providence of heav’n; . 
Or to advance thy blifs, if thou art wife; 

Or aggravate thy wo, 1f thou defpife. 

For thee, for thee, perhaps the omnifcient ken 
Has form’d the counfel here, and led the pen. 
The writer then does thy attention plead, 

In his great name that gave thee eyes to read. 


PSH Oa, Sly Wey 


ConvicTIon offered to finners ; efpecially fuch as are 
wedded firictly to the law, or felf-righteous, that they 
may Jee the need of CHRIST'S righteoufne/s. 


] F never yet thou didft fair Fe/us wed, 

Nor yield thy heart to be his marriage-bed; 
But hitherto are wedded to the law, Avigeeeiar een 
Which never could thy chain’d affections draw 
From brutifh lufts and fordid lovers charms; 
Lo! thou art yet in Satan’s folded‘arms. © * “*" 


Hell’s pow’r invifible thy foul retains a 
His captive flave, lock’d up in’maffy chains: ” 
O finner then, as*thou regard’ft thy life, ~~ —_' 
Seek, feek with ardent care and earneft ftrife > 
To be the glorious Lamb’s betrothed wife. °**} 
For bafe corrivals never let him lofe SH AERTS 
Thy heart, his bed of conjugal repofe. cerita 
Wed Chri? alone, and with fevere remorfe’  ~) 
From other mates’purfue a clean-divorce;'*' 
For they thy ruin feek by fraud or force.’ 
As lurking ferpents in the fhady bow’rs- 
Conceal their malice under {preading flow’rs ; °° - 
So thy deceitful lufts, with cruel fpite, : 
Hide-ghaftly danger under gay delight. ~ 

Art thou a legal zealot, foft or rude? 
Renounce thy nat’ral and acquired good.” ‘ 
As bafe deceitful lufts may work thy fmart, © 
So may deceitful frames upon thy heart. = © 
Seeming good motions may in fome ‘be found, 
Much joy in Aearig like the tony ground!;- 
Much forrow too'in praying as appears os 
In Efau’s' ‘careful fuit with rueful tears ™-"' 


Touching the law, they blamele/s may'appear®, °°’ 
From fpurious views moft fpecious virtues: bear. 


Nor ‘merely be'devout in mers €fteem, | 


But prove to-be fincerely what they feem;'°"- — 
Friends to the holy‘law in heaft and life} '° “~ 

Suérsi of heav'n' with’ utmoftt‘legal ftrifes 2 162 
Yet ftill with initiate pride fo tankly fpic’d} 


k Or, The accufer of the brethern, Rev. xii. 10. 
? Luke viii. 13. m Heb, xii. 17. ” Phil. iii. 6. 
o Matth. xxi. 31. ob 
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No means, no motives can to Fe/us draw 
Vain fouls, fo doubly wedded to the law. 

But wouldftthe glorious Prin¢ein marriage have, 
Know that thy nat’ral hufband cannot fave, 
Thy beft effays to pay the legal rent 
Can never, in the leaft, the law content. 

Didft thou in pray’rs employ the morning-light, 
In tears and groans the watches of the night, 
Pa{s thy whole life in clofe'devotion o’er ; 

’Tis nothing to the law ftill craving more. * 
There’s no proportion twixt its high commands, 
And puny. works, from thy, polluted hands. 
Perfection is the leaft thatii¢.demands.... 
Wouldft enter into life; then keep the law 4, 

But keep it perfe@ly without a flaw... 

It won’t have lefs, nor. will abate atlaft . - 

A drop of vengeance for the fin that’s paft.. 
Tell, finful mortal, is thyiftock fo large 

As duly can defray, this double ‘charge? 

“ Why thefe are mere impoffibles” (fayft thou). 
Yea, truly fo they are; and therefore now, 
That down thy legal confidence may fall, - 
The law’s black doom’ home;to thy bofom call. 
“ Lo!-I,(the divine law) demand no lefs 
"Than 'perfect, everlafting righteout{nefs; 

~ © But thou haft fail’d, and lok thy firengthto DO: 

' * Therefore I doom thee toeternal wo; - «| 
“In prifon clofs.to be fhut up for ay, 

“Ere I be;baffled with thy partial pay. 

“Thou always didit and doftimy precepts break, 
* I therefore curfe.thee tothe burning lake. 
“In God the great Lawgiver’s glorious name, 
“ | judge thy foul to everlaiting fhame.” 

No flefh ‘can.by thelaw be jufified®.. = 

Yet dareft:'thou thy legal duties plead? 

As Paul appeal’d to-Cefar, walt thoufo. ~ 
Unto the law? then to it thou fhalt go, 

And find it doom thee to eternal wo. 

What! would. yehaveus plung’dindeepdefpair? 
Amen; yea, God himfelf would have you there. 
His will itisthatyou defpair of life, 

And fafety by the law or legal ftrife; 

That cleanly thence divore’d at any rate 
His faireft Son may have a faithful mate. 
’Tillthis law-fentence pafs within your breatt, 
You'll never wed the law-difcharging Prieft. 

You prizenotheav’n, till hethrough hell youdraw; 
Nor love the gofpel, till ye know the law. 

Know then, the divine law moft perfect cares 
For none of thy imperfect legal wares ; 

Dooms thee to vengeance for thy finful {late, 

As well as finful actions fmall or. great. 

If any fin can be accounted {mall, 

To hell it dooms thy foul for one and all. 

- For fins of nature, practice, heart, and way, 
Damnation-rent it f{ummons thee to pay. 

Yea, not for fin alone, which is thy fhame, 

But for thy boafted fervice too, fo lame, 

The law adjudges thee and hell to meet, 

Becaufe thy righteoufnefs is uncomplete. 

As tow’ring flames burn up the wither’d flags, 
So will the fiery law thy filthy rags, 

Hi Sw SE Clonal. 

DiRECTION given with reference ta the right ufe of 

the Means, that we reft not on thefe ifiead of CHRIST 
the glorious Husband, in wham our help lies. 


— QDAM,whereart thou®? Soul, whereartthounow? 
Oh! art thou faying, Sir, what /ball I dot? 

I dare not ufe that proud felf-raifing ftrain, 

Go help yourfelf, and God will help you then, . 


4 Rom. iti. 20. c Gen. iii. 9. d Mark 


@ Matth. xix. 17. . 
f Va. xlv. 22, gg Song iii. 1,—4. 
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Nay, rather know, O Jacl, that thou haf 
Deftroy'd thy felf, and canft not in the leatt 
From fin nor wrath thyfelf the captive free, 
Thy help (ays Jefus) only lies in me®. 
Heav’n’s oracles direct to him alone, 
Full help is laid upon this mighty One. 
In him, in him complete falvation dwells; 
He’s God the helper, and there is none elfe', 
Fig-leaves won't hide thee from the fiery. fhow’r, 
"Tis he alone that faves by price and pow’r. 
Muft we do nothing then (will mockers fay) 
But reft in {loth till Heav’n the -help convey? 
Pray, ftop a little, finner; don’t abufe 3 
God’s awful -word,) that charges thee to, ufe 
Means, ordinances,, which: he’s pleas’d to. place, 
As precious channels of his, pow’rful grace. 
Reftlefs improve.all thefe, until. from heay’n. 
The whole falvation needful thus be giv'n;| 
Wait in this path,, according-to his call, »+; 
On him whofe ‘pow’r alone effecteth all... . 
Wouldft thou him. wed? in duties wait, I fay; 
But marry not thy duties by the way. 
Thowlt wofully.come thort of faving grace, 
If duties only be:thy refting place. <i 
Nay,'\go\a hitle further § through them all, 
To him whofe office is to fave from thrall. 
Thus ina gofpel-manner hopeful wait, 
Striving to enter by the narrow gate; ib 
So {trait and narrow, that it won’t admic. 
The bunch upon thy back to enter it. . 
Not only bulky. lufts may ceafe to prefs, . - 
But evn the. bunch of boafted righteoufnefs. 
Many, as in-the-facred page we' fee, 
Shall firive to enter, but unable. be); nest 
Becaufe, miftaking this new way of life, 
They pufh a legal, nota gofpel-ftrife: 
As if their duties.did JeHoy an bind, 
Becaiule “tis written, Seek, and ye fhall findk. 


Perverted feripture does their error fence 3... 


They read the /etter, but neglect the /en/e. 
While to the word no gofpel-glofs they give; 
Their /eek and jfind’s' the fame with do and hve. 
Hence would they a connexion native place 
Between their moral pains, and faving grace: 
Their nat’ral poor eflays they judge won't mifs, 
Im juftice, to infer eternal blifs. 
Thus commentaries on the word they make, 
Which to their ruin are a grand mitake: 
For, through the legal bias in their breaft, 
They {cripture to their own deftruction wreft. 


- Why, af we feck we get, they gather hence; 


Which is not truth, fave in the {cripture-fenfe. 

There fe/us deals with friends, and elfewhere faith, 

Thefe feekers only fpeed that a/k im faith}, 

The prayer of the wicked is abhorr'd, 

As an abomination to the Lord™. 

Their /uits are fin, but their negleds no lefs, 

Which can’t their guilt diminifh, but increafe. 

They ought, like beggars, lie in grace’s ways te, 

Hence Peter taught the forcererto pray®; 

For though mere nat’ral mens addrefs or prayrs 

Can no acceptance gain as works of theirs, 

Nor have, as their performance, any {way ; 

Yet as a divine ordinance they may. 

But fpotlefs truth has bound icfelf to grant 

The fuit of none but the believing faint. | 

In Fefus perfons once accepted, do 

Acceptance find in him for duties too. 

For he, whofe Son they do in marriage take, 

Is bound to hear them for their Hufband’s fake, 
But let no Chrifle/s foul at pray’r appear, 

As if Jenovan were oblig’d to hear: |. 


k Matth. vii. 7, 
n Acts, viii. 22. 
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But ufe the means, becaufe a fov'reign God 
May come with alms in this his wonted road. 
He wills thee to frequent kind wifdom’s gate, 
Toread, hear, meditate, to pray and wait; 
Thy {pirit then be on thefe duties bent, 
As gofpel-means, but not as legal rent. 
From thefe don’t thy falvation hope nor claim, 
But from JeHovad8 in the ufe of them. 
The beggar’s fpirit never was fo dull, 
While waiting at the gate call’d Beautiful, 
To hope for fuccour from the temple-gate, 
At which he ‘daily did fo careful wait: 
But from the rich and charitable fort, 
Who to the temple daily made refort. 
Means, ordinances, are the comely gate, — 
At which kind Heav’n has bid us conftant wait: 
Not that from thefe we have our alms,. but from 
The lib’ral God, who there is wont to come. 
If either we thefe means fhall dare negle&; — 
Or yet from thefe th’ enriching blifs expect, 
We from the glory of the King defalk, ~ 
Who in the galleries is wontto walk; 
We move not regular in duties road, 
But bafe, invert them to an idol-god. ae 
Seek then, if gofpel-means you would eflay, 
Through grace to ufe them ina gofpel-way: | 
Not deeming that your duties are the price 
Of divine favour, or of Paradife ; 
Nor that your beft efforts employ’d in thefe 
Are fit exploits your awful Judge to pleafe. 
Why, thus you bafely indolize your trafh, 
And. make it with the blood of Fe/us clath. 
You'd buy the blefling with your vile refufe, 
And fo his precious righteoutnefs abufe. 
What! buy his gifts with filthy lumber? nay, 
Whoever offers this, muft hear him fay, 
Thy money peri/h with thy foul for ay*. 
Duties are means, which to the marriage-bed 
Should chaftly lead'us like a chamber-maid; — 
But if with her inftead of Chri? we match, 
We not our fafety, but our ruin hatch. 
To Céfar what is Cefar’s fhould be giv’n; 

But Cefar muft not have what’s due to Heav’n: 
So‘duties fhould have duty’s room ’tis true; 
But nothing of the glorious Hufband’s due. 
While means the debt of clofe attendance crave, 
Our whole dependance God alone mutt have. 
If duties, tears, our confcience pacify, 
They. with the blood of Chri? prefume to vie. 
Means are his vaffals; {hall we without grudge 
Difcard the mafter, and efpoufe the drudge? 
The hypocrite, the legalift does fin, 
To live on duties, not on Chrif therein. 

He only feeds on empty dithes, plates, 
- Who dotes on means, but at the manna frets. 
Let never means content thy foul at all. x 
hout the Hufband, who is all mm allt. 
ly for the happy marriage hour: — 

belongs the mean, to him the pow’r. - 
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New cov’nant graces he alone can grant, 
Whom God has giv'n to be the covenant;{ = 5 ¢ 
Fen Fefus, whom the facred letters'call 

Faith’s object, author, finifher, andall;  —s_™ 


my 
= 


In him alone, not in thy act of faith, - 
Thy foul believing full falvation hath. — ) 

In this new cov’nant judge not faith to hold + 
The room of perfect doing in theold. 99>! 
Faith is not giv’n to be the fed’ral price a 
Of other bleflings, or of paradife:  » > 


But Heav’n, by giving this, ftrikes out a door © 


i Mtb 


At which is carry’d in ftill more‘and more.» » . 


No finner muft upon his faith lay ftrefs, 9 
As if it were a perfect righteoufnefs. 9) 
God ne’er afflign’d unto it fuch a place; 9°) 94 — 


Tis but at beft a bankrupt begging grace.’ id 


Its object makes its fame to fly abrodd, «9 
So clofe it grips the righteoufnefs of God; 
Which righteoufnefs receiv’d, is Cvistiourrante) 

WwW ; 


‘The true condition of eternal life.) © ©: vs“ 


But ftill (fay you) pow’r to believe I mifs.. ” 
You may; but know you what believing is? 
Faith lies not in your building up a towr | >" 
Of fome great action by your proper pow’r. ©. ~ 
For Heav’n well knows, that by the killing fall’ 
No pow’r, no will remains in man atiall )*) 
For acts divinely good; ’till fov’reign’grace * 
By pow’rful drawing virtue turn the chafe, | 
Hence none believe in Fe/us,,as they ought, 
"Till once they do believe they can do‘nought, > 
Nor are fufficient e’en to form a thought ||. == SY 
They’re confcious in the right believing hour, — 
Of human weaknefs, and of divine pow. 
Faith acts not in the fenfe of ftrength and might, 
But in the fenfe of weaknefs acts outright. ~~ 
It is (no boafting arm of pow'r or length) — 
But weakne/s acting ‘on almighty firength§. 9 
It is the pow’rlefs, “helplefs finner’s flight ~~ 
Into the open arms of faving might: Li 
"Tis an employing Fe/us to do all pmomTh, 
That can within falvation’s compafs fall; ©” 
To be the agent kind in evry thing © |. 
Belonging to the Prophet, Prieft, and King; 
To teach, to pardon, fanétify, and fave, 
And nothing to the creature’s pow’r to leave. | 
Faith makes us joyfully content thathe = 
Our Head, our Hufband, and our All fhould be 
Ourrighteoufnefs and ftrength, our ftock and ftore, 
Our fund for food and raiment, grace and glore. 
It makes the creature down to nothing fall, ~~ 
Content that Chrif alone be all in all, 

The plan of grace is faith’s delightful view, — 


dandtrue. 


ee 


Unto the truth, the mind’s affe 


Unto the Saint i ae i te de % 
The holy Spirit here, the agent chief, = 
Creates this faith, and dafhes unbelief. 
That very God who calls us to believe, 


_ The very faith he feeks, muft alfo give. 


Why calls he then? fay you. Pray, man, be wifes : 


Why did he call dead Lazarus to rife? 9 9) 
Becaufe the orders in their bofom bear 
Almighty pow’r to make the carcz 

- But Heav’n may not this r 
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Gop, as it is difcovered through CHRIST, to the 

higheft honour of Fuftice and other divine attributes, i in 
| order to deb their Faith in bing unto falvation. 
: 0, éeiend anne at Jenovd H’S 5 footftod! bow: 

‘Thou know’ft not whata fov’ reign God may 

Confefs, if he commiferate thy cafe, [do. 
Twill be an act of pow’rful fov’reign grace. 
Sequeftrate carefully fome folemn hours.’ | ~ 


- To fue thy grand concern in fecret bow’rs. 


Then in th’ enfuing ftrain to God impart 

And pour into his bofom all thy heart. 

. “ Oglorious, gracious, pow’rful, fov' reign Lord, 
“ Thy help unto‘a finful worm afford ; 


_ & Who from my wretched birth to this fad hour, 


* Have ftill:been deftitute of will and pow’r 

“ Toclofewith gloriousChrif; yea, fill’d with {pite 

“ at thy fair darling, and thy faints delight, 

“ Refifting all his grace with all my might. 

“ Come, Lord, and fap my enmity’s {trong tow’r ; 
“ O hafte the marriage-day, the day of pow’r; 

“ That fweetly, by re! tlefs grace inclin’d, 

“ My once reluctant be a willing mind. 

“ Thou fpak’ft to being ev’ry thing we fee, 

“ When thy almighty will faid, Let it be, 

“ Nothings to being in a moment pafs: 

“ Let there be light, thou faidft, and fo it was *. 

“ A pow’rful word like this, a mighty call, 

“ Muft fay, Let there be faith, and then it. fhall. 
“ Thou feek’ft myfaith andfli ght fromfinandguilt; 
“ Give what thou feek’ft, Lord’; then feek what 
“Loan thou wilt. 


What good can iffue Pasi’: a root fo ill? 


*‘ This heart of mine’s a ‘wicked lump of hell; 

* "Twill all thy common motions ftill refift, 

“ Unlefs with fpecial drawing virtue blett. 
“ Thou calls, but with thecall thy pow’r convey; 
“ Command me to believe) and I'll obey, 

“ Nor any more thy. gracious call gainfay. 

“ Command, O Lord ; effectually command, 

“ And grant I be not able to withftand ; 

“ Then] pow’rlefs I willftretch the wither’ d hand. 

_“T to thy favour can pretend no claim, 
“ But what is borrow’d from thy glorious name; 


“ Which though moft juftly thou may’ft glorifie, 


“In damning fuch a guilty wretch as me, 
“A faggot fitted for the burning fire 
“ Of thine incenfed everlafting i ire: ) 
‘“ Yet, Lord, fince now I hear thy, glorious Son, 
mTt. favour of a race that was undone, . 
“ Did in thy name, by thy authority, 
“ Once to the full ftern juftice fatisfy ;— 
“ And paid more glorious tribute beim 
i: Briar: ell and all its torments e’er can do. 
1m falvation thro’ his blood can raife 
enue to juftice’ higheft praife, 
“ ate than rents: which hell for ever pays: 
“ Thefe to tremendous juftice never bring 
“ A fatisfaction cat and condign. 
38 is, OUT ONCE ether g God, performs 
That ud dying worms: 
wis honour’ d more 
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“ But glorify’d in Chri?, who down has told 

“ The total fum at once in liquid gold. 

“ In lowett hell low praife is only won, 

* But juftice has the higheft in thy Son, 

“ The Sun of righteoufnefs that fet in red, 

“ To thew the glorious morning would fucceed, 
“Tn him then fave thou me from fin and fhame, 
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“And to the higheft glorify thy name. 


* Since this bright {cene thy glories all exprefs, 
“ And grace as emprefs reigns thro’ righteou/ne/s ; 
“‘ Since mercy fair runs in a crimfon flood, 
“ And vents through juftice- -fatisfying blood : 
* Not only then for mercy’s fake I fue, 
“ But for the glory of thy juftice too.: 
** And fince each letter of thy name divine 
“ Has in fair Jefus face the brighteft fhine, 
“ This glorious Hufband be for ever mine. 

“ On this ftrong argument fo fweet, fo bleft, 
“ With thy allowance, Lord, I muft infift. 


_“ Great God, fince thou allow’tt unworthy me 


“ To make thy glorious name my humble plea; 
“No glory worthy of it wilt thou gain 

“ By cafting me into the burning main. 

“My feeble back can never fuit the load, ~ 

“ That fpeaks thy name a fin-revenging God. 

“ Scarce would that name feem a confuming fire 
“ Upon a worm unworthy of thine ire. 

“ But fee the worthy Lamb, thy chofen Prieft, 

“ With juftice’ burning-glafs againft his breatt, 
* Contracting all the beams of ’venging wrath, 

“ As in their centre, till he burnt to death. 

* Vengeance can never be fo much proclaim’d 

“ By featter’d beams among the millions damn’d. 
“ Then, Lord, in him me to the utmoft fave, 

“ And thou fhalt glory to the higheft have: 

* Glory to wz ifdom that contriv’d fo well! 

* Glory to pow’r that bore and bury‘d hell! 

* Glory to holine/s which fin defac’d, 

* With finlefs fervice now divinely grac’d! 

“ Glory to Fuftice’ fword that flaming ftood, 

“ Now drunk to pleafure with atoning blood ! 

“ Glory to truth that now in fcarlet clad, 

“ Has feal’d both threats and promifes with red! 
“Glory to mercy now in purple ftreams, 

“ So fweetly gliding through the divine flames 

* Of other once offended, now exalted names! 
“Fach attribute confpires with joint embrace, 

“ To fhew its fparkling rays in Fefus’ face; 

“* And thus to deck the crown of matchlefs grace. } 

* But to thy name in hell ne’er can accrue 


- © The thoufandth part of this great revenue. 


“ O ravifhing contrivance! light that. blinds 


-“ Cherubic gazers, and feraphic minds. 


“They pry into the deep, and love to learn 

“ What yet fhould vaftly more be my concern. 

* Lord, once my hope moft reafonlefs could dream 
« Of heav’ n, without regard to thy great name: 
“ But here is laid, my lafting hope to found, bay 
“ A highly rational, alafting ground. 
“Tis reafonable, I expect thow’lt take = 
“ The way that moft will for thine honour'm 
« Is this the plan? Lord, let me build my claim 
“ To life, on this high glory of thy name. 


© Nor let my faithlefs heart or think, or fay, 


“ That all this glory fhall be thrown away 

“Tn: my perdition ; which will never raife 

| great name fo vaft a rent of praife, 
7 lintovaveur take 42st 

me for thy glory’s 

1in is no worth the cof, a4 


St ok 


600 


“ O hear, JEHovan, get the glory then, 
“ And to my fupplication fay, AMEN.” 


SECT ov 


The terrible Doo m of Unbelievers, and Rejedters of 
CuristT, or Defpyers of the gofpel. 


T *HUS, finner, into 7efus’ bofom flee, 

Then there is hope in Ja’ fure for thee. 
Slight not the call, as running by in rhime, 
Left thou repent for ay, if not in time. 

‘Tis moft unlawful to contemn and fhun 
All wholefome counfels that in metre run ; 
Since the prime fountains of the facred writ 
Much heav’nly truth in holy rhimes tranfmit. 
If this don’t pleafe, yet hence it is no crime 
To verify the word, and preach in rhime. 

But in whatever mould the doédtrine lies, 
Some erring minds will gofpel-truth defpife 
Without remede, till Heav’n anoint their eyes. 
Thefe lines pretend no conqu’ring art nor {kill, 
But fhew in weak attempts a ftrong good-will, 
To mortify all native legal pride, 
And court the Lamb of God a virgin bride. 
If-he thy conjunct match be never giv'n, 
Thou’rt doom’dto hell, as fure as God’s in heav’n. 
lf gofpel-grace and goodnefs don’t thee draw, 
Thou art condemn’d already by the law. 
Yea, hence damnation deep will doubly brace, 
If ftill thy heart contemn redeeming grace. 
No argument from fear or hope will move, 
Or draw thy heart, if not the bond of love: 
Nor flowing joys, nor flaming terrors chafe 
To Chrif the hav’n, without the gales of grace. 
O flighter then of, grace’s joyful found, 
Thou’rt over to the wrathful ocean bound. 
Anon thou'lt fink into the gulf of woes, 
Whene’er thy wafting hours are at a clofe; 
Thy falfe old legal hope will.then be loft, 
And. with thy wretched foul give up the ghoft. 
Then farewel God and Chri; and grace and glore; 
Undone thou art, undone for evermore, 
For ever finking underneath the load 
And preffure of a fin-revenging God. 
The facred awful text afferts, To fall 
Into his living hands is fearful thrall ; 
When no more facrifice for fin remains *, 
But ever-living wrath, and lafting chains; 
Heav’n {till upholding life in dreadful death, 
Still throwing down hot thunderbolts of wrath, 
As full of terror, and as manifold, | 
As finite veflels of his wrath can hold. 

Then, then we may fuppofe the wretch tocry, 
“ Oh! if this damning God would let me die, 
“ And not torment me to eternity ! 
“ Why from the filent womb of ftupid earth 
“ Did Heav’n awake, and pufh me into birth? 
* Curs’d be the day that ever gave me life; 
“ Curs’d be the cruel parents, man and wife, - 
“ Means of my being, inftruments of woe; 
“ For now I’m damn’d, I’m damn’d, andalways fo! 
* Curs’d be the day that ever made me hear 
“ The gofpel-call, which brought falvation near. 
“ The endlefs found of flighted mercy’s bell, 
“ Has in mine ears the moft tormenting knell. 
“ Of offer’d grace I vain repent the lofs, 
“The joyful found with horror recognofce. 
“ The hollow vault revéerberates the found, 
“ This killing echo ftrikes the deepeft wound, 
* And with too late remorfedoes now confound. 
“ Into the dungeon of defpair I’m lock’d, 
“ Th’ once open door of hope for ever block’d: 
“ Hopelefs I fink into the dark abyfs, . 
“ Banifh’d for ever from eternal blifs. 


* Aches. 26, 3% 
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“In boiling waves of vengeance mutt I lie? 

“ © could I curfe this dreadful God, and die! 

“ Infinite years in torments fhall 1 fpend, — 

“ And never, never, never at an end! 

“ Ah! mutt I live in torturing defpair 

“ As many years as atoms in the air? ugk. 

“‘ When thefe are {fpent, as many thoufands more 

“As grains of fand that croud the ebbing fhore? 

“ When thefe are done, as many yet behind 

“ As leaves of foreft {fhaken with the wind? 

““ When thefe are gone, as many to enfue 

“* As ftems of grafs on hills.and dales that grew? 

“ When thefe run out, as many on the-march 

“ As ftarry lamps that gild.the fpangled, arch? 

“ When thefe expire, as many,millions more 

“ As moments in the millions-paft before? » 

“ When all thefe doleful-years are {pent'in pain, 

“ And multiplied by myriads again, ;AT » 

“Tis numbers drown thethought; could1fuppofe 

“ That then my wretched yeafs were at acclafe; 

“* This would afford fome eafe: but, ah! I fhiver 

“ To think upon the dreadful found, forever! 

“ The burning gulph, where I blafpheming lie, 

“ Is time no more, but vaft efermty. «  - 

“ The growing torment I endure for fin, 

“ Through ages all is always to begin: 

“ How did I but a grain of pleafure fow, > » 

“ To reap an harveft.of immortal wo? 

“ Bound to. the bottom of the burning main,. 

“ Gnawing my chains, I with for death in vain. 

“ Juft doom! fince I that bear th’ eternal. load 

“ Contemn’d the death of an éternal:Godi~ 

“Oh! if the God that curs’d:me to the lafh, 

“ Would blefs me back to nothing with!a dafh! 

“ But hopelefs I the juft avenger hate, | «; | 

“ Blafpheme the wrathfulGod, and curfemy fate!” 
To thefe this, word. of terror I direét,. >> 

Who now the great folvation dare:negle# Fi 3.) 

To all the Chrif-defpifing multitude, |. 1" 

That trample on the great Redeemer’s blood} 

That fee no beauty in his glorious face, on 

But flight his offers, and refufe his grace, . 

A meffienger of wrath to none I am,. + «« « 

But thofe that. hate to wed the worthy Lamb. 

For though the fmalleft firs, if {mall can be, 

Will plunge the Chrifle/s foul in mifery : 

Yet, lo! the greateft that to mortals cleave 

Shan’t damn the fouls in Fe/us that believe ; 

Becaufe they on the very method fall 

That well can make amends to God for all. 

Whereas proud fouls through unbelief won’t let 


‘The glorious God a reputation get 


Of all his honour, in his darling Son, 

For all the great difhonours they have done. 

A faithlefs foul the glorious God bereaves 

Of all the fatisfaCtion that he craves; 

Hence under divine hotteft fury: lies, 

And with a double vengeance juftly dies. — 

The blackeft part'of Tophet is their place, 

Who flight the tenders of redeeming grace. 

That facrilegious monfter, unbelief, " 

So hard’ned ‘gainft remorfe and pious grief, 

Robs God of all the glory of his names, 

And ev'ry divine attribute defames.. ~ 

It loudly calls the truth of God a lie, 

The God of truth a har t, horrid cry! 

Doubts and denies his precious words of grace, 

Spits venom in the royal Suitor’s face! 

This monfter cannot ceafe all fin to hatch, 

Becaufe it proudly mars the happy match. — 

As each law-wedded foul is join’d to fin, 

And deftitute'of holinefs within; =; 

So all that wed the law, mu{t wed the curfe, 

Whichrent they {corn to pay with Chrz?’sfull purfe. 
it. sete They 

- $ John v. 10. © . 


CuHap. I. 


brief, . 
Whofe fefter’d fore is final unbelief: 
Tho’ to the law their life exalted fram’d, 
For zealous acts and paffions too'were fam’d; 
Yet, lo! He that beheves not, /ball be damn'd ||. 


wi 
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They clear may read their dreadful doom in 


But now ’tis proper, on the other fide, 
With words of comfort to addre/s the bride. 
She in her glorious Husband does poffe/s 
Adorning grace, acqutting righteou/ne/s : 
And hence to her pertain the golden mines 
Of comfort op’ned in the following lines, 
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wieiYhe Baetriwver’s JornTuRe: of, 


zy he P OEM continued upon Isaitau liv. 5. Thy Maker is thy Husband. 


N. B.. The following lines being primarily intended for the ufe and edification of pioufly-exercifed Jouls, and 


efpecially thofe of a more common.and-ordinary capacity ; 


the Author thought fit, through the whole of this fecond 


part of the book, to continue, as in the former editions, to repeat that part of the text, Thy Hufband, inthe 
laft line of ewery vere: because however it tended to limit him, and reftrict bis hberty of words in the compofi- 
tion ; yet, baving ground to judge, that this appropriating compellation, fill refumed, bad rendered thefe lines 
Sormerly the more favoury to fome exercifed Chriftians, to whom the name of CuRisT ( particularly as their 
Head-and Husband) is as ointment poured forth ;. he chofe rather to Subject himfelf to that reftriction, 
than to with-hold what may tend to the fatisfaction and comfort of thofe to whom CuRisT zs all in all 3 and to 
whom his name, as their Husband, fo many various ways applied, will be no naufeous repetition, 


Co ACP. TL 


Containing the PriviLecEs of the Believer that 
is efpoufed to. CurisT by Faith of divine’ 


Operation. J . 


PEC Tobby 


The BELIEVER’S perfect Beauty, free Acceptance, and 
full Security, through the Imputation of Curx1s T's 
perfect Righteoufne/s, though imparted Grace be im- 


perfect. 


Happy foul, JzEHovan’s bride, 
O The Lamb's beloved fpouife ; 
Strong confolation’s flowing tide, 
Thy Hufband thee allows. 


In thee, though like thy father’s race, 
By nature black as hell ; 

Yet now, fo beautify’d by grace, 
Thy Hufband loves to dwell. 


Fair as the moon thy robes appear, 
While graces are in drefs: 

Clear as the fun*, while found to wear 
Thy Hufband’s righteoufnefs. 

Thy moon-like graces, changing much, 
Have here and there a fpot : 

Thy fun-like glory is not fuch, 
Thy Hufband changes not. 

Thy white and ruddy vefture fair 
Outvies the rofy leaf; ar 

For ’mong ten thoufand beauties rare 
Thy Hufband is the chief. | 


Cloth’d with the fun, thy robes of light 
The morning-rays outfhine; 

The lamps of heav’n are not fo bright, 
Thy Hufband decks thee fine. 

Though hellith fmoak thy duties ftain, 
And fin deform thee quite; i 

Thy Surety’s merit makes thee clean, 
Thy Hufband’s beauty’s white. ~ 

VoL. Il. 
|| John iii. .28. 
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* Song vi. 8. . a Col. ii. 10.. > ¢ John xix. 30. 
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Thy pray’rs and tears, nor pure, nor good, 
But vile and lothfome feem; 

Yet gain, by dipping in his blood, 
Thy Hufband’s high efteem. 

No fear thou ftarve, though wants be great, 
In him thou art complete +. 

Thy hungry foul may hopeful wait, 
Thy Hufband gives thee meat. 


Thy money, merit, pow’r, and pelf, 
Were {quander’d by thy fall; 

Yet, having nothing in thyfelf, 
Thy Hufband is thy all. 


Law-precepts, threats, may both befet 
To crave of thee their due; 

But juftice. for thy double debt 
Thy Hufband did purfue. 


Though juftice ftern as much belong 
As mercy toa God; _ 

Yet juftice fuffered here no wrong, 
Thy Hufband’s back was broad. 


He bore the load of wrath alone, 
That mercy might take vent; 
Heav'n’s pointed arrows all upon 

Thy Hufband’s heart were fpent. 


No partial pay could juftice ftill, 
No farthing was retrench’d ; 
Vengeance exacted all, until 
Thy Hufband all advanc’d. 
He paid in liquid golden red 
-_ Each mite the law requir'd, 
Till, with a loud, 'Tis fni/bed t, 
Thy Hufband’s breath expir’d. 
No procefs more the law can ’tent ; 
» Thou ftand’ft without its verge, 


And mayft, at pleafure, now prefent | 
Thy Hufband’s full difcharge. 


Though new contracted guilt beget 
New fears of divine ire; : 

Yet fear thou not, though drown’d in debt, 
Thy Hufband is the payer. . “ep 

| God 
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God might in rigour thee indite He fees the fore, he knows the cure 
Of higheft crimes and flaws; | Will moft adapted be ; 
But on thy head no curfe can light, "Tis then moft reafonable, fure, of 
Thy Hutfband is the caufe. Thy Hufband choofe for thee. 
Friendfhip is in his chaftifements, 
DB Ty SI And favour in his frowns; 
Thence judge not then in heavy plaints 
Curist the Believer's Friend, Prophet, Prieft, King, Thy reteat thie difowna: yP : 


de, Guard. i] d Healer. : 
Defence, Guide, ae be: Help, and Healer The deeper his {harp lancet go 


EAR foul, when all the human race In ripping up thy wound, ¢ 
Lay welt’ring in their gore, The more thy healing fhall unto 
Vaft numbers in that difmal cafe Thy Hufband’s praife redound. 


Thy Hutband paffed o’er. 


But, pray, why did he thoufands pafs, 
And fet his heart on thee? | 

The deep, the fearchlefs reafon was, 
Thy Hufband’s love is free. 


o ECT. dil 


Curis Tt the Believer's wonderful‘ Phyfician, and 
wealthy Friend. 


The forms of favour, names of grace, K IND Fefus empties whom he’ll fill, 
And offices of love, Cafts down whom he will raife; _ 

He bears for thee, with open face He quickens whom he feems'to kill; . 
Thy Hufband’s kindnefs prove. . Thy Hufband thus gets ‘praife. 

*Gainft darknefs black, and error blind, When awful rods are in his hand, 
Thou haft a fun and /hield* ; There’s mercy in his mind; 

And, to reveal the Father’s mind, When clouds upon his brow do ftand, 
Thy Hufband Prophet feal’d. Thy hufband’s heart is kind, 

He likewife, to procure thy peace, In various changes: too and fro, 
And fave from fin’s arreit, He'll ever conftant prove; »: 

Refign’d himfelf a facrifice ; Nor can his kindnefs come and go, 
Thy Hufband is thy Prief. ; Thy Hufband’s name is Love. 

And that he might thy will fubjeé, His friends, in moft afflicted lot, 
And {weetly captive bring, His favour moft have felt; 

Thy fins fubdue, his throne erect, For when they're try’d in furnace hot, 
Thy. Hufband is thy King. Thy Hufband’s bowels melt. 

Though num ’rous and aflaulting foes When he his bride or wounds or heals, 
Thy joyful peace may mar; Heart-kindnefs does him move ; 

And thou a thoufand battles lofe, And wraps in frowns as well as fmiles 
Thy Hufband wins the war. Thy Hufband’s lafting love. 

Hell’s forces, which thy mind appall, In’s hand no cure could ever fail, 
His arm can foon difpatch ; Though of a hopelefs ftate ; 

How ftrong foe’er, yet for them all He can in defp’rate cafes heal, 
Thy Hufband’s more than match. Thy Hufband’s art’s fo great. 

Though fecret lufts with hid conteft, The medicine he did prepare, 
By heavy groans reveal’d, _ Can’t fail to work for good: 

And devils rage; yet, do their beft, O balfam pow’rful, precious, rare, 
Thy Hufband keeps the field. Thy Hufband’s facred blood ; 

When, in defertion’s ev’ning dark, Which freely from his broached breaft 
Thy fteps are apt to flide, Gufh’d out like pent-up fire, 

His conduét feek, his counfel mark, His cures are beft, his wages leaft; 
Thy Hufband is thy Guide. Thy Hufband takes:no hire. : 

, In doubts, renouncing felf-conceit, Thou haft no worth, no might, no good; 

His word and Spirit prize: His favour to procure: © 6) 

He never counfell’d wrong as yet, But fee his ftore, his pow’r, his blood ; 
Thy Hufband is fo wife. Thy Hufband’s never poor. 

When weak, thy Refuge feeft at hand, Himfelf he humbled wondroufly 
Yet cannot run the length; Once to the loweft pitch. 

‘Tis prefent pow’r to underftand That bankrupts through his poverty’ » 
Thy Hufband is thy ftrength. . Thy Hufband might enrich... - 

When fhaking ftorms annoy thy heart, His treafure is more excellent: >» 
His word commands a calm: Than hills of Ophir gold: 

When bleeding wounds, to eafe thy fmart In telling ftore were ages fpent, 
Thy Hufband’s blood’s the balm. Thy. Hufband’s can’t be told. 

Truft creatures, nor to help thy thrall, All things that fly on wings of fame; - 
Nor to affuage thy grief; __ Compar’d with this, are drofs; 

Ufe means, but look beyond them all, For fearchlefs riches in his name 
Thy Hufband’s thy relief. Thy Hufband doth ingrofs, 

if Heav’n prefcribe a bitter drug, The great IMmanurL, God-man) ©) 
Fret not with froward will ; Includes fuch ftore divine; 

This carriage may thy cure prorogue ; Angels and faints will never fcan — 


Thy Hufband wants not fkill. 
5 * Pfalm Ixxxiv. rr. 
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Thy Hufband’s golden mine. . 
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CHar. f. THE 
He’s full of grateand truth + indeed, 
Of Spirit ss mers mi ht; 
Of all the wealth thi; pankrupts\péeed 
Thy Hufband’s heit by right. 
Tho’ heav'n’s bis throne t, se came fro 
To feek and fave the loft ; || 
Whatever be the vaft expence, 
Thy Hufband’s at the coft. 


Pleas’d to expend each drop of blood 

_ That fill’d his royal veins, | 

He frank the facred victim ftood ; 
Thy Hufband fpar’d no pains. 

His coft immenfe was in thy place, 
Thy freedom coft his thrall; 

Thy glory coft him: deep fe aa 
Thy Hufband paid for all. 


SECT. IV 


The Believer's Sav ET ¥. under the Covert of CHRIST'S 
atoning Blood, and powerful. Intercefjion. 


MyEN Heavn_ proclaim’d hot war and 
And fin increas’d the ftrife;., _ [ wrath, 
By rich obedience unto death __ 
Thy Hufband bought thy life. 
The charges could not be abridg’d, . 
But on thefe noble terms: | 
Which all that prize, are huge’d amidft . 
Thy Hufband’s folded arms. 


When law condemns, and juftice too 
To prifon would thee hale; 
' As fureties kind for bankrupts do, 
Thy Hutband ‘offers bail. ; 


God on thefe terms, is. reconcil’d, 
And thou his heart haft won; _. 

In Corif thou art his favour’d child, 
Thy Hufband’ is his’Son. | 
Vindictive wrath ‘is whole appeas’d, 
Thou needft not then be mov’'d; 
in JEEvS abbe he’s well-pleas’d, 

Thy Hufband’s his Belov'd §. 


What can be laid unto thy charge, 
When God does not condemn? 

Bills of complaint though foes enlarge, 
Thy Hufband anfwers them. 


When fear thy guilty mind confounds, 
Full comfort this may yield; — : 
Thy ranfom bill, with blood and wounds, 

Thy Hufband kind has feal’d: 


His .promife is the ‘fair extract 
Thou haft at hand to fhew ; 
Stern juftice can no’more exact, 
Thy Hufband paid its due. 
No. terms’ he left thee to fulfil, 
No clog to marthy faith; ©. 
His bond is fign’d, his latter-will 
Thy Hufband feal’d by death.” 
The. great'conditioi of the band ‘ | 
Of promife and of blifs, a 
Is wrought by him, atid brought to hand, 
Thy Hufband’s righteoufnefs. — 
When therefore prefs’d in time of neéd 
To fue the promis’dgood, 
hou haft no' more to do but plea 
Thy Hufband’s fealing blood. 
This can thee more to God' commend, 
And cloudy wrath difpel, ° 
. Thane’er thy finning could offend; 
Thy Hufband vanquith’d hell. 
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When vengeance feems, for broken laws, 
To light on thee with dread, — 

Let Chrift be umpire of thy caufe 
Thy Hufband well can plead. 


He pleads his righteoufnefs, that brought 
All rents the law could crave; 

Whate’er its precepts, threat’nings, fought, 
Thy Hufband fully gave. 

Did holinefs in precepts ftand, 
And for perfection call, 

Juftice in threat’nings death demand? 
Thy Hufband gave it all. 


His blood the fiery law did quench, 
It fummons need not {care ; 

Tho’t cite thee to Heav’n’s awful bench, 
Thy Hufband’s at the bar. 


\ ; 
\This Advocate has much to fay, 


\. His clients need not fear; 


For God the Father hears him ay, 
Thy Hufband hath his ear. 


A caufe fail’d never in his hand, 
So ftrong his pleading is ; 

His Father grants his whole demand, 
Thy Hufband’s will is his. 


Hell-forces all may rendezvous, 
Accufers may combine; 

Yet fear thou not who art his fpoufe, 
Thy Hufband’s caufeis thine. 

By folemn oath JeHovan did 
His priefthood ratify ; | 

Let earth and hell then counterplead, 
Thy Hufband gains the plea. 


SECT, V. 


Lhe Behever’s Fars and Hore encouraged, even in 


the darkeft Nights of Defertion and Diftre/i. 


T HE cunning ferpent may accufe, 
But never fhall fucceed ; 
The God of peace will Satan bruife, 
Thy Hufband broke his head. 


Hell furies threaten to devour, 
Like lions robb’d of whelps: 
But, lo! in evry perlous hour, 
Thy Hufband always helps. 


That feeble faith may never fail, 
Thine Advocate has pray’d; — 
Though winnowing tempefts may aflail, 
Thy Hafband’s near to aid. 


Though grievous trials grow apace, 
And put thee to a ftand; : 

Thou mayft rejoice in ev’ry cafe, 
Thy Hufband’s help at hand. 

Truft, though, when in defertion dark, 
No twinkling ftar by night, 

No ray appear, no glimm’ring f{park; 
Thy Hufband is thy light. 

His beams anon the clouds can rent, 
And through the vapours run; 

For of the brighteft firmament 
Thy Hutband is the fun. 


Without the fun who mourning go, 
And fcarce the way can find, 
He brings through paths they do not know \\ ; 
_ Thy Hufband leads the blind. 
Through fire and water he with frill 
Brings to a wealthy land; 
Rude eee: and roaring floods, BE sTILL. 
Thy Hufband can command. 


+ Johni, x4. * John iii. 34." fT. Invi t, Luke xix, 10, °° § Matth.jii.r7, = Rom. xvi, 20. # Ifa alii, 16, 
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When fin diforders heavy brings, — 
That prefs thy foul with weight; 


Then mind how many crooked things. 
Thy Hufband has made freight. 


Still look to him with longing eyes, 
Though both thine eyes fhould fail; 


Cry, and at length, though not thy cries, 


Thy Hufband {hall prevail. - 


Still hope for favour at his hand, 
Though favour don’t appear: 

When help feems moft aloof to ftand ; 
Thy Hufband’s then moft near. 


_In cafes hopelefs-like, faint hopes 
May fail, and fears annoy; 5 
But moft when ftript of arity props, 

Thy Hufband thou'lt enjoy. . 
If providence the promife thwart, ;__ 
And yetthy humbled mind 
’Gainft hope believes in hope*, thou art 
Thy Hufband’s deareft friend, 


Art thou a-weakling, poor and faint, . 
In jeopardy each hour? , 

Let not thy weaknefs move thy plaint, 
Thy Hufband has the pow’. 


Dread not the foes that foil’d thee long, 
Will ruin thee at length: 

When thou art weak then art thou ftrong; 
Thy Hufband is thy ftrength. 


When foes are mighty, many too, 
Don’t fear, nor quit the field; 

"Tis not with thee they have to do, 
Thy Hufband is thy fhield. 


’Tis hard to fight againft an hoft, 
Or ftrive againft the ftream ; — 
But, lo! when all feems to be loft, 

aie eoeNG will redeem. 


SECT. VI. 


BENEFITS accruing to Believers, from the Offices, 
Names, Natures, and Sufferings of CHRIST. 


BAR, thou by lufts a captive led, 
Which breeds thy deepeft grief? 
To ranfom captives is his trade, 

Thy Hufband’s thy relief. 
His precious name is Jesus, why? 
ia -Becaufe he faves from fin 3 ; 
Redemption right he won’t deny, 
Thy Hufband’s near of kin, 


His wounds have fav'd thee once from + WOES; 


His blood from vengeance fcreen’d; 


When heav’n, andearth, and hell were foes, 


Thy Hufband was a friend: ane 


. i. 


And will thy Cootsin now Jook o ony x ’ hist 


ee 


Yield not helene cunning | Satan bribe, ilT 


_ Or like a lion roar; 

ie lion ftrong of Fel 
hy Hutband! s to the fore. _ 
I fo 


GOSPEL SONNETS. 


Renounce “thine own abjihie Kons NR 
Lean to his. promis’d mig*ts WE tO. - 
The ftrengch of Prat cpAnot lie, ¥ its 4 
~ ‘Thy Hutband’s pow, aeons E . 
An Bee truth doe 
Whoever think j 
In him thou art pipipo tant b e 
Thy Hutband is a God. 


Jevovan s ftrength is in thy head, 
Which faith may boldly fcan; 
God in thy nature does refide, . 

_ Thy Hufband is aman... ihe R43 


Thy fleth is his, his Spirit thine ; ; 
And that you both ALE PCa city sign oT 
One body, {pirit, temple, vine, 5. - 


Thy Hufband deigns toown. > 


Kind, he affum’d thy fleth and blood eae 
This union to purfue;* — hee 
ae without fhame his brotherhood — 
‘Thy Hufband does avow., = 


He bore the crofs thy crown to win, 
His blood, he freely {pilts..0 oak oe 
The holy One affuming fin, cae MEN 
Thy Hufband borethe gil, 
Lo! what a blefs’d exchange is this? 
What wifdom fhines therein? _ 
That thou might? be made es 
Thy Hufband was made fin|j. dvtte ead 
The God of joy aman of grief, rly 
Thy forrows to difcufs ; i aed Delite 
Pure Innocence hang’d as a thief: 
Thy Hufband lov’d thee thus. 


Bright Beauty had his vilage m marn'd; AG i 
His comely form abu sd. 

True reft was from all r 
Thy Hufband’s heel was elie: 


The God of bleffings was a curfe, is] Ae { 
The Lord of lords a drudge; eee 

The Herr of all things. poor in: 1 sigan 
Thy Hufband did not grudge. ~ i GEE 

The Judge of all ponenrd was, _ | 
The God immortal flain: | 


No favour, in thy woful caufe, 
Thy Hufband did obtain. . 


Ss E Cc T viL pen Oliy ea tt 
Ci RIST’S Sufferings further improved ; and Bani 


called to live by faith, both when they. have and 
want fenfible In wences. sida " ea 


LS praifes tiie vital fur 
To res: nat frankly came, | 
And gave his foul a f HCE 3.4 hfs: : ia 
Thy Hufband- was. the Lamb. ] - 
What waken’d vengeance could ee at if , 
All round him did befet; 2 a 


’ And never left his foul, till once, = “tobetet sid 
Boe Hufban ee 


ce 


Cuap. II. 


Full breafts of joy he loves ’ extend, 
Like toa kindly nurfe; 

And, that thy blifs might full be gain’d, 
Thy Hufband was a curfe. 


Thy fins he glu’d unto the tree, 
His blood this virtue hath; 

For, that thy heart to fin might die, 
Thy Hufband fuffer’d death. 


To purchafe fully all thy good, 
All evil him befel ; 

To win thy heav’n with ftreams of blood, 
Thy Hufband quenched hell. 


That this kind Days-man in one band 
Might God and man betroth, 

He on both parties lays his hand; 
Thy Hufband pleafes both. 


The blood that could ftern juftice pleafe, 
And law-demands fulfil, 

Can alfo guilty confcience eafe; . 
Thy Hufband clears the bill. 


Thy higheft glory is obtain’d 
By his abafement deep; 

And, that thy tears might all be drain’d, 
Thy Hufband chofe to weep. 


His bondage all thy freedom brought,» 
He ftoop’d fo lowly down ; 

_He. grappling all thy grandeur brought, 

Thy Hufband’s crofs thy crown. 


’Tis by his fhock thy fceptre fways, 
His warfare ends thy ftrife; 

His poverty thy wealth conveys, 
Thy Hufband’s death thy life. 


Do mortal damps invade thy heart, 
And deadnefs feize thee fore? 

Rejoice in this, that life t impart 
Thy Hufband has in ftore..’ 


And when new life imparted, feems 
Eftablifh’d as.a.rock, 

Boaft in the fountain, not the ftreams; 
Thy Hufband is thy ftock. 


The ftreams may take a various turn, 
The fountain never moves: 

Ceafe then o’er failing ftreams to mourn, 
Thy Hufband thus thee proves. 


That glad thou mayft, when drops are gone, 
Joy in the,fpacious fea: 

When incomes fail, then ftill upon 
Thy Hufband keep thine eye. 


But can’t thou look, nor moan thy ftrait, 
So dark’s the difmal hour? 

Yet, as thou’rt able, cry, and wait 
Thy Hufband’s day of pow’r. 

Tell him, though fin prolong the term, 
Yet love cam {carce delay: 

Thy want, his promife, all affirm, 
gs Hutband, muft not ftay. 


Sk oie Vill. 


Curis the Behever’s earching Treafure 


KR Fe we lives, thy life to be 
Who mak’ft him thy refuge ; 

And when he comes, thowlt joy to fee. 

Thy ‘Hutband fhall be judge. | 


Should pafling troubles thee annoy, . 
Without, within, or both? . 

Since endlefs life thou'lt then enjoy, 
Thy Hufband pledg’d his truth, | 

VoL, I. 


ee de 2 BLE RS 


JOINTURE. 605 


What won't he, ev’n in time, 
That’s for thy real good? 
He gave his love, he gave his heart, 

Thy Hutband gave his blood. 


He gives himlelf, and what fhould more? 
What can he then refufe? 

If this won’t pleafe thee, ah! how fore 
Thy Hufband doft abufe! 


Earth’s fruit, heav’n’s dew, he won’t deny, 
Whofe eyes thy need behold: | 
Nought under or above the fky 
Thy Hufband will with-hold. 


Doft loffes grieve? Since all is thine, 
What lofs can thee befal? 

All things for good to thee combine t, 
Thy Hufband orders all. 


Thou'rt not put off with barren leaves, 
Or dung of earthly pelf; 

More wealth than heav’n or earth he gives 
Thy Hufband’s thine himfelf. 


Thou haft enough to ftay thy plaint, 
Elfe thou complain’ft of eafe; 

For, having all, don’t {peak of want, 
Thy Hufband may fuffice. 


From this thy ftore, believing, take 
Wealth to the utmott pitch: 

The gold of Ophir cannot make, 
Thy Hufband makes thee rich. 

Some flying gains acquire by pains, 
And fome by plund’ring toil; 

Such treafure fades, but thine remains, 
Thy Hufband’s cannot fpoil. 


impart 


SEC T.: IX. 


Curaist the Belever’s adorning Garment, 


EA, thou excell’ft in rich attire 
The lamp that lights the globe; 
Thy fparkling garment heav’ns, admire, 
Thy Hufband is thy robe. 


This raiment® never waxes old, 
"Tis always new and clean: 

From fummer-heat, and winter-cold, 
Thy Hufband can thee fcreen. 


All who the name of worthies bore, 
Since Adam was undreftt, 

No worth acquir’d, but as they wore 
Thy Hufband’s purple vett. 


_ This linen fine can beautify 


The foul with:fin begirt. 
O blefs his name, that e’er on thee 
Thy Hufband fpread his flirt. 


Are dunghills deck’d with flow’ ry ae : 
Which Solomon’s outvie ; oe 


~ Sure thine is infinitely more, 


Thy Hufband decks the fky. 


Thy hands could never work the drefs, 
By grace alone thou'tt gay. 

Grace vents and reigns through righteoufnefs, 
Thy Hufband’s bright array. 


To fpin thy robe no more doft need 
Than lilies toil for theirs; 

Out of his bowels ev'ry threed | 
Thy Hufband thine prepares. 


+ Rom. viii. 28, 
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SE Get xX 


Curist the Behever's fweet Nourifhment. 


Bore. food conform to thine array, 
Is heav’nly and divine; 

On paftures green, where angels play, 
Thy Hufband feeds thee fine. 


Angelic food may make thee fair 
And look with chearful face ; 

The bread of life, the double fhare, 
Thy Hufband’s love and grace. 


What can he give, or thou defire, 
More than his flefh and blood?. 

Let angels wonder, faints admire, 
Thy Hufband is thy food. 


His flefh the incarnation bears, 
From whence.thy feeding flows; 

His blood the /atisfaction clears: 
Thy Hufband both beftows. 


Th’ incarnate God ‘a facrifice, 
To turn the wrathful tide, 

Is food for faith; that may fuffice 
Thy Hufband’s guilty bride. 


This ftrength’ning food may fit and fence 
For work and war to come; 
_ Till through the croud, fome moments hence, 
Thy Hutband bring thee home: 


Where plenteous feafting will fucceed 
To fcanty. feeding here; 

And joyful at fhe table-head 
Thy Hufband will appear. 


Then crumbs to banquets. will gave place, 
And drops to rivers new: 

While heart and éye will face to face 
Thy Hufband ever view. 


Pedal. | 
Cho aerre Il. 


Containing the,Marxs-and CHARACTERS of 
the Believer in CuristT; together with fome 
farther Privileges and Grounds of Comfort to 
the Saints. 


8 EB Got. K, 


Doubting Behevers called to examine, by Marks drawn 
from their Love to hum and his Prefence, their View 
of his Glory, and their being emptied of ‘pane 

- oufnels, &c. 


OOD news! but, fays the drooping bride, 
Ah! what’s all this to me? 
Thou doubt’ft thy right when fhadows hide 
Thy Hutfband’s face from thee. — . 


Through fin and pals thy fpirit faints, at 
And trembling fears thy fate: 
‘But harbour not thy groundlefs plang 
“Thy Hufband’s advent wait. 


Thou fobb’ft,. “ O were I fure he’ S mine, “4 
This would gave glad’ning eafe;” 

And fayft, Though wants and woes combine, 
Thy Hufband would thee pleafe. 

But up, and down, and feldom clear, 
Inclos’d with hellith roots ; 


Yet yield thou not, ‘nor fofter fear: 
Thy Hufband hates thy doubts. 


i 


SONNETS, 


PART II. 


Thy cries and tears may flighted feem, 
And barr’d from;prefent eafe ; 

Yet blame thyfelf, but never dream 
Thy Hufband’s ill to pleafe. 


Thy jealous unbelieving heart 
Still droops, and knows not why ; 
Then prove thy felf, to eafe thy fmart, 
Thy Hufband bids thee try. 


The following queftions put to thee, 
As fcripture-marks, may tell: 

And fhew, whate’er thy failings be, * 
Thy ae doves thee well, - 


MARKS. 


RT thou content when he’s away? 
Can earth ally*thy pants? — 
If confcience witnefs, won't it fay, 
Thy Hufband’s all thou wants? 


When he is near, (though i in a crofs), 
And thee with comfort feeds ; 

Doft thou not count the earth as drofs, 
Thy Hufband all thou needs? 


In duties art thou pleas’d or pain’d, 
When far he’s out of view? 

And*finding him, think’ft all regain’d, 
Thy Hufband always new? 


Though once thou thought’ft, while Sinai mift 
And darknefs compafs’d thee, 

Thou waft undone; and glorious Chrift 
Thy Hufband ne’er would be: 


Yet know’ft thou not a fairer RIP 
Of which it may be told, s 

‘That there'the glory of his grace 
Thy Hufband did unfold? 


Where heav’ nly. beams inflam’d thy foul, 
And love’s feraphic art, 

With hallelujahs,' did’ extol . 
Thy Hufband in thy heart? 


Could’ft then have with’d all Adam’s race - 
Had join’d with thee to gaze; 

That, viewing fond his comely face, 
Thy Hufband might get praife? 


Art thou disjoin’d from other /ords? 
Divore’d from fed’ral laws ? 

While with moft loving gofpel-cords 
Thy Hufband kindly draws! 


A’n’t thou enlight’ned now, ‘to fee . 
Thy righteoufnefs is naught 

But rags*, that cannot cover thee; 
Thy Hufband fo has taught. 


Dott fee thy beft performances. 
Deferve but hell indeed? 
And hence art led, renouncing thefe, ~ 
Thy Hufband’s ‘blood to plead ; ae 


When ftrength’ned boldly: to addrefs , 
That gracious throne of his, 

Doft find thy ftrength and righteoufnel 
Thy Hufband only is? © 


Canft thou thy moft exalted frame 
Renounce, as with’ring grafs, 

And firmly hold thine only claim, y 
Thy Hufband’s:worthinefs?) 


Canft pray with utmoft holy pith +, 
And yet renounce thy good? aie 

And wafh not, with thy tears; but with” 
ye Hufband’s some ee aby 
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Be. ELIEVERS. er ces men? Faith ane by divine 


Ad, and fleeing quite 0 out of Hhemfelves to CHRIST, 


AN ‘aeihinfbtete thy. re eafe, 
eS And pleafe thy heart’; no lefs , 
_ Than that which juttice ‘fatisfies, 

Thy Hufband’s righteoufnefs? t 


~ Dott gee: thy works fo ftain’d with fin, 
- That tho 1 through grace : art mov'd OG 
To feek acceptance only in’ el 
_ Thy Hufband, the Belov'd? 4 eitoT 


Dott thou remind, that’ once a day 
Free grace did firengthen thee, © 

To gift thy guilty foul away, * 
Thy Hufband’s bride to. be? 


doft thou mind the my of pow’r, 
sa Therein he broke Scie ts 
ihe pad thy heart?.O happy hour ! 
Thy Hufband caught the bride! 


; -He did ‘thy enmity~ fubdue, 


Thy bondage fad recall, © 
; Made thee to choofe, and ‘lof purfue 
_ Thy Hufbandasthy all, rh 


“TTI... 


What reft, and peace, and joy enfu’ d 
Upon this noble choice? © — 
- Thy heart, with flow’rs of pleafures firey’ d, 
Thy Hufband made rejoice. 


~ Doft know thow ne’er could’ft him, embrace, 
Till he embraced thee?’ 2 
No ever fee’ him, till his. face 
Thy Hufband: open’d free? 
And findeft to this very. howx, 
That this is ftillthe charm;; 
Thou canft do nothing, till sath pow’ r 
_ Thy Hufband fhew his arm? 


Canft thou do nought by nature att 
Or any ftrength of thine,) 

- Until thy wicked froward. pera i 
Thy Hufband fall incline?-) |<. 


Bu SES though without: a wing 

pllee sic fit stoichis: : 

ig, bg: Bi ve 
a Huthandifenctli ning. thee? - 

- Doft not alone at:duties fork *, batat sis iw 
But foreign aid enjoy?) eyo eo 
And ftill in Sey! ‘piece of work i iT 
Thy Hufband’s: ftrength Sega vil 
Thy. motion heav’nly is indeed, © af, ot 

) nile thou by. faith doft move, bak 
ev'ry time of need _ ' 4 
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It humbly ftill itfelf denies, 
Nor brags its acts at all; 

Deep plung’d into its objedt lies, 
Thy Hutband is its all. 


No ftrength but his it has, ae vaunts, 
No ftore but his can fhow ; 

Hence nothing has, yet nothing wants, 
Thy Hufband trains it fo. 


Faith, of its own, no might can fhew, 
Elfe would itfelf deftroy ; 

But will, for all it has to do, 
Thy Hufband ftill employ. 


Self-faviours none could ever be 
By faith or grace of theirs ; 
Their fruitlefs toil fo high that flee, 
Thy Hufband’s praife impairs. 


The feemingly devouteft deed, 
That would with fhamelefs brow 
His faving trade take o’er his head, 
Thy Hufband won’t allow. 


Doft therefore thou to him alone 
Commit thy finful foul? 
Knowing of thy falvation 
Thy Hufband is the whole? 


SECT. Ill. 


BELIEVERS characterized by the Objects and Purity of 
their Defire, Delight, Joy, Hatred, and Love, dif- 
covering they have the Spirit of CHRIST, 


OST thou his Spirit’s conduct wait? 
And, when.compar’d to this, 
All worldly wifdom under-vrate ? 
Thy Hufband waits to blefs. 


‘Tak’ft thou his Spirit for thy guide 
Through Baca’s valley dry, 

Whofe ftreams of influences glide | 
Thy Hufband’s garden by? 


In digging wells here by his pow’ r, 
Dott find it not in vain, 

While here a drop, and there a fhow’ r, . 
Thy Hufband makes to rain? Gt 


Hence doft thou through each weary cafe. 
From firength to ftrength go on, 

From faith to faith, while grace for grace 
Thy Hufband. gives anon? 


The good, the gracious work begun, ; 
And further’d by his ftrength,. ~-. 
Shall profp’rous, though with wreftling, win 

Thy Hutband’ scrownatlength.  —. 


Sin’s pow’r and prefence canft thou, own - 
Is thy moft grievous fmart, 

| That‘makes thee fob and weep, alone: 
Thy Hufband. _knows thy. heart. 


Does love to him 1 
Res ot 
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When he arifes lufts to kill, 
Corruptions to deftroy, 

Does gladnefs then thy fpirit fill? 
Thy Hutband is thy joy. 


Dott thou his perfon fair embrace 
Beyond his bleffings all? 


Sure, then, thou boldly may’ft through grace 


Thy Hufband Fefus call. 


What company doft thou prefer? 
What friends above the reft? 

Of all relations ever were, 
Thy Hufband is the bett. 


Whom in the earth or heav’n doft thou 
Moft ardently defire? 

Is love’s afcending fpark unto 

_ Thy Hufband fet on fire? 


Haft thou a hatred to his foes, © 
And doft their courfe decline? 

Lov’ft thou his faints, and dar’ft fuppofe 
Thy Hufband’s friends are thine? 


Doft thou their talk and walk efteem, 
When moft divinely grave? 

And favour’ft beft when moft they feem 
Thy Hufband’s Sp’rit to have? 


SEG FP. ry. 


BELIEVERS in CuRisT affect his Counfel, Word, 
Ordinances, Appearance, full Enjoyment in Heaven, 
and fweet Prefence here. 


Ween go’ft thou firft when in a ftrait, 
Or when with grief oppreft ? 
Fleeft thou to him? O happy gate! 

Thy Hutband is thy reft. 


His counfel feek’ft thou ftill prepar’d, 
Nor canft without him live? 

Wifdom to guide, and ftrength to guard, 
Thy Hufband hath to give. 


" Canft thou produce no pleafant pawn, 
- Or token of his love? 
Won't fignets, bracelets from his hand, 
Thy Hufband’s kindnefs prove? 


Mind’ft when he fent his healing word, 
‘Which darting from on high; 

Did light, and life, and joy afford? 
Thy Hufband then was nigh. 


Canft thou the promife {weet forget, 
_ He dropt into thy heart? 
~ Such glad’ning pow’r, and love a ae ya 
Thy Hufband did impart. . 


Doft thou affect his dw lling-place, re ite: | 

And mak’ft it thy repair; coe Yat al 
Becaufe thine eyes have feen, uebuat grace, 
‘Thy Hufband’s glory there? — 


Dott love his great a appeaiae day, yal -e80G 


And thereon mufe with joy; 


* When Mie Biaden vale Ry ana ierit pat ; 


Thy Hufband death deftroy? 
Doft longiton fee his singed it bres. ait | 
thi pher 


io 
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' Part IL. 


What is the beft can eafe thy plaint, 
Spread morning o’er thineev’n? 

Is his approach thy heart’s content, 
Thy Hufband’s prefence heav'n? 


And when deny’d this fweet relief, 
Canft thou affert full well, - 

His hiding is thy greateft eee . 
Thy Hufband’s abfence hell? 


Let thy experience be difclos’d; 


If confcience anfwer, xem 
To all the queries here propos’d, | 
Thy Hufband’s thine for ay. 


Pertain thefe characters to thee? 
Then, foul, begin and praife 

His glorious ‘worthy name, for he, 
Thy Hufband is always. , - 


SECT. V.. igo 


The true BELI LEVER’ ’s Humility, ee ae a cal, 


Growth, Admiration of Wifes Grace, mins Kn sledge 
of CRIs 7's Voice. ap sieie 


eee iS 8: 


P ERHAPS a faint may pare and fay, 

“ I fear I’m yet to learn 

* Thefe marks of marriage-love.” Yet oats, 
Thy Hufband’s bowels yearn. 


Though darknefs may thy light obfcure, ; 
And ftorms furmount thy calms, | 
Day yield to night, and thou be poor, 
Thy Hufband yet has alms. eee 


Doft fee thyfelf an empty brat, s Bio 


A poor unworthy thing, | Lit 
With heart upon the duit laid flat? Iv9,40Y4 5 


Thy Hufband there dof reign it (i Q 
Art in thine own efteem : ie i bik 
And doft thyfelf abhor Mise: ir) 3 eit PO, 
The more thou haft of telf-diftatte, nodt 
Thy Hufband loves thee more. — es 


Can hell breed no fuch wicked elf; 3 
As thou in thine own fight? brag Ay 
Thou'ft got to fee thy filthy felf, = == 
Thy Hufband’s pureft light. var 

Canft find no names fo black, fo vile, 
With which thou wouldft waa | 

But call’ft thyfelf a lump of bese ide: 
Thy Hufband calls thee fair. 

When his kind vifits make thee fee Fett: 
He’s precious, thou art vile; .. . 

Then mark the hand of God with: éheep 
Thy Hufband —— ight. mes : 


Dott eee art t thy poor and weak, 
And he both:full and ftrong? al | 
O don’t hisckind-delays: mig oes we . 
_ Thy Hufband comes ere lon 


CuHap. Il. 


Doft thou admire his love to fore, 
Tho’ thou fhouldft never fhare? 

Mercy to thee will alfo come; 
Thy Hufband hath to {pare. 


Poor foul!.doft,grieve for want of grace, 
And weep for want of love, 

And Fefus feek’t? O hopeful cdfe ! 
Thy Hufband lives above. 

Regretting much thy falling dhort, 
Doft after more afpire? 

There’s hope im J/ra’l for thy fort, 
Thy Hutband’s thy defire. 

Art thou well-pleas’d that fov’reign grace 
Through Chrif-exalted be? : 

This frame denotes no hopelefs cafe, 
Thy Hutfband’s pleas’d with thee. 


Couldft love to be the footftool low, 
On which his throne might rife, 
Its pompous grace around to fhow? 

Thy Hufband does thee prize. 


If but.a glance! of his fair face 
_ Can chear thee more than, wine? 
Thou in his loving heart haft place, 
Thy Hufband place in thine. 


Doft make his blood thy daily bath? 
His word and oath thy ftay ? 

His law of love thy lightfome. path? 
Thy Hufband is thy way. | 


All things within earth’s fpacious womb 
Doit count but lofs and,dung, 

For one {weet word in feafon from 
Thy. Hufband’s learned tongue ? 

Skill to difcern and know his voice 
From words of wit and art, 

Will clearly prove thou art his. choice, , 
Thy Hutfband thine in heart, | 

The pompous words; that fops admire, 
‘May vagrant fancy featt ;. | 

But with feraphic harmlefs fire. .. 
Thy Hufband’s burn the breatt. 


SEG °F 1yq. 


True BELLEVERS are willing to. be, tried and examined. 
Comforts arifing to them from CHRI87T’s, ready ,Sup- 
ply, real Sympathy, and relieving Names, fuiting their 
needs. a ig 3 m ee 

OST thou upon thy trait’rous heart 
Still keep a jealous eye?,,. _ | 
Moft willing that thine inward part 
Thy Hufband ftri@ly try? | 
The thieving eroud will hate the light, 
~~“ Left ftol’n. effects be fhown:.. 
But truth defires what wrong or right © 
Thy Hufband would make known. 
Doft then his trying word await, 
His fearching doctrine love? - . 
Fond, left thou err through felf-deceit, 
Thy Hufband would thee’ prove? 
Does oft thy mind with inward fmart,_, 
Bewail thy unbelief ? | 
And confcious fue from plagues of heart 
Thy Hufband for réliek AO Re 
Why doubr’ft his love? And yet behold, 
With him thou wouldi not part 
For thoufand thoufand earths of gold: 
Thy Hufband’has thy heart. 
+ oit,, i. wet tT ay = 
a Pial, Ixvili. "18, b Pfal. xiii. 6c Jer. xxiii, 6, 
& Judges vi, 24. h Exod. xv. 26,5 
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Though darknefs, deadnefs, unbelief, 
May all thy foul attend ; 

Light, life, and faith’s mature relief, 
Thy Hufband has to fend. 


Of wants annoying, why complain? 
Supply arifes hence, 

What gifts he has receiv’d for men,* 
Thy Hufband will difpenfe. 


He got them in’s exalted ftate 
For rebels fuch as thou; 

All then that’s needful, good, or great, 
Thy Hufband will allow. 


Thy wants he fees, thy cries he hears ; 
And, marking all thy moans, 

He in his bottle keeps thy tears, 
Thy Hufband notes thy groans. 


All thine infirmities him touch, 
They ftrike his feeling heart; 

His kindly fympathy is fuch, 
Thy Hufband finds the fmart, 

Whatever touches thee affects 
The apple of his eye ; 

Whatever harms, he therefore checks, 
Thy Hufband’s aid is nigh. 

If foes are {par’d, thy need is fuch, 
He ilays them but in part: 

He can do all, and will do much, 
Thy Hufband acts by art. 


He often. for the faddeft hour 
Referves the fweetett aid: 

See how fuch banners heretofore 
Thy Hufband has difplay’d. 


Mind where he vouched his good-will, 
Sometimes at Hermon > mount, 
In Jordan land, at Mizar hill; 
| Thy Hufband keeps the count. 


| At fundry times, and divers ways, 
To fuit thy various frames, 

Haft feen, like rifing golden rays, 
Thy Hufband’s various names. 


When guilty confcience ghaftly ftar’d, 

_ JEHOVAH-TSIDKENY, ¢ 

The Lord thy righteoufne/s appear’d, 
Thy Hufband in thy view. ~ 


When in thy ftraits or wants extreme, 
Help fail’d on ev’ry fide, 

JEHOVAH-jIREH 4 was his name, 
Thy Hufband did provide. 


When thy long abfent Lord did mone, 
And to his courts repair; 

Then was JEHovaH-sHAMMAH * known,: 

Thy Hutband prefent there. 


hen thy aflaulting foes appear’d 

In robes of terror clad, 
JEHovanH-nissi f then was. rear’d, 

Thy Hufband’s banner fpread. 

hen furies arm’d. with fright’ning guilt, 
Dunn’d war without furceafe ; 
EHOVAH-sHALOom 8 then was built, 

Thy Hufband fent thee peace. 


hen thy difeafes death proclaim’d, 
And creature-balfams fail’d, 
EHOVAH-RopPHt » then was fam’d 
Thy Hufband kindly heald, 


hus, as thy various needs require, 
In various modes like thefe, 

he help that fuits thy heart’s defire 
Thy Hufband’s name conveys. 
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M, Xxii, 14. 


eEzck. slyiii. 35... f Exod, xyii. 
= 2 ‘ - 


ts 


‘ r 
* y 
ee Pe sy, he Z 
3 9 >) ee rhe 2 
Eee ent wa On 
ee oe 
2 r : 


609” 


Fe, 


610 GOSPEL 


To th’ little flock *, as cafes vary, 
The great JeHovan fhews 
Himfelf a little fanctuary +, 
Thy Hufband gives the views. 


SE @’ Te VAR 


The BELIEVER’s Experience of CHR18 T's comfort- 

able Prefence, or of former Comforts, to be improved 
for bis Encouragement and Support, under Darknefs 
and Fhdings. 


OST mind the place, the fpot of land, 
Where Fe/us did thee meet? 
And how he got thy heart and hand? 
Thy Hufband then was {weet. 


Doft mind the garden, chamber, bank, 
A vale of vifion feem’d? | 

Thy joy was full, thy heart was frank, 
Thy Hufband much efteem’d. 


Let thy experience {weet declare, 
If able to remind; 

A Bochim here, a Bethel there, 
Thy Hufband made thee find. 


Was fuch a corner, fuch a place, 
A paradife to thee, 

A Peniel, where face to face 
Thy Hutband fair didft fee? 


There he did clear thy cloudy caufe, 
Thy doubts and fears deftroy ; 
And on thy fpirit feal’d he was 

Thy Hufband with great joy? 


Couldit thou have faid it boldly then, 
And feal’d it with thy blood? 

Yea, welcome death with pleafure, when 
Thy Hufband by thee ftood ? 


That earth again fhould thee infnare, 
O how thy heart was pain’d! 

For all its fading glory there 
Thy Hufband’s beauty ftain’d. 


The thoughts of living more in fin 
Were then like hell to thee; 

The life of heav’n did thus begin, 
Thy Hufband fet thee free. 


Whate’er thou foundft him at thy beft, 
He’s at thy worft the fame; 

And in his love will ever reft, 
Thy Hufband holds his claim. 


Let faith thefe vifits keep in ftore, 
Though fenfe the pleafure mifs ; 

The God of Bethel, as before, 
Thy Hufband always is. 


In’s meas’ring his approaches kind, 
And timing his defcents; 

In free and fov’reign ways thou'lt find 
Thy Hufband thee prevents. 


Prefcribe not to him in thy heart; 
He’s infinitely wife. 

Hew oft he throws his loving dart, 
Thy Hufband does furprife. 


Perhaps a fudden gale thee bleft, . 
While walking in thy road; 

Or on a journey, ere thou wift, 
Thy Hufband look’d thee broad. 


Thus was¥the eunuch fam’d (his ftage 
A riding on the way, 

As he revolv’d the facred page + ) 
Thy Hufband’s happy prey. 


_ In hearing, reading, finging, pray’s, 
When darknefs compatt thee, 

Thou found’tt, or e’er thou waft aware, 
Thy Hutfband’s light’ning free. 


* Luke xii, 32. + Ezek Xi. 16, 


SONNETS. 


¢ Acts vi. 27,—309. 


ParT II. 


Of heav’nly gales don’t meanly think: 
For, though thy foul complains, 
They’re but a fhort and pafling blink; 

Thy Hufband’s love remains. 


Think not, though breezes hafte away, 
Thou doft his favour lofe; 

But learn to know his fov’reign way, 
Thy Hufband comes and goes. 


Don’t fay he’s gone for ever, though 
His vifits he adjourn ; ' 

For yet a little while, and lo! 
Thy Hufband will return. 


In worfhip focial, or retir’d, 
Doft thou his abfence wail? 

Wait at his fhore, and be not fear’d, 
Thy Hufband’s fhip’s a-fail. 

Yea, though in duties fenfe may mifs 
Thy foul’s beloved One ; 

Yet do not faint, for never is 
Thy Hufband wholly gone. 


Though Satan, fin, earth, hell at once, 
Would thee of joy bereave; 

Mind what he faid, he won’t renounce, 
Thy Hufband will not leave. 


Though foes affail, and friendfhip fail, 
Thou haft a friend at court; 

The gates of hell fhall ne’er’ prevail, 
Thy Hufband is thy fort. ° 


Sb CT. Vor 


Comfort to BELIEVERS from the Stability of the Pro- 


mife, notwithfanding heavy Chaftifements for Sin. 


6 ee well howe’er kind Wifdom may 

Difpofe thy prefent lot ; | 

Though heav’n and earth thould pafs away, 
Thy Hufband’s love will:not. male 


All needful help he will afford, 
Thou haft his vow and oath; 
And once to violate his word 
Thy Hufband will be loth. 


To fire and floods with thee he'll down, 
His promife this infures, Ea 

Whofe credit cannot burn nor drown: 
Thy Hufband’s truth endures. 


Doft thou no more his word believe, 
As mortal man’s, forfooth? 
O do not thus his Spirit grieve, 
Thy Hufband 1s the Truth. °° 
Though thou both wicked art and weak, 
His word he'll never rue; Foon 
Tho’ heav’n and earth fhould blend and break, 
Thy Hufband ‘will be true: ” 
Till never leave. thee, is his, vow ; 
If Truth has faid the word, 
While truth is tfuth, this word is true, ” 
Thy Hutband is the Lord. abe 


Thy covenant.of duties may 


Prove daily more unfure: 
His covenant of grace for ay 
Thy Hufband does fecure. 
Doft thou to him thy promife break, 
And fear he break to thee? 
Nay, not thy thoufand crimes can make’ 
Thy Hufband once to lie. Stee 
He vifit will thy fins wit frekes a ae 
And lift his heavythand;. = 
But never once his word revokes, 
Thy Hufband’s truth will ftand. 
§- Heb. xiii. «. | Pfalm Ixxxix. 32. 


CHap. If. 


Then. dream not he is chang’d in love, 
When thou art chang’d in frame; 

Thou mayf by turns unnumber’d move, 
Thy Hufband’s ay the fame. 


He for thy follies may thee bind 
With cords of great diftrefs ; 

To make thee moan: thy fins, and mind 
Thy Hufband’s holinefs. 


By wounds he makes thee feek his cure, 
By frowns his favour prize; 

By falls affrighting, ftand more fure, 
Thy Hutband is fo wife. | 

Proud Peter in the dirt of vice 
Fell down exceeding low ; 

His tow’ring pride, by tumbling thrice, 
Thy Hufband cured fo. 


Before he fuffer pride that fwells, 
He'll drag thee through the mire 

Of fins, temptations, little hells ; 

~Thy Hutband’s faves by fire. 

He in affliction’s mortar may 
Squeeze out old Adam’s joice, 

Till thou return to him, and fay, 
Thy Hufband is thy choice. 

Fierce billows may thy veffel tofs, 
And crofles curfes feem ; 

But that the curfe has fled the crofs, 
Thy Hufband bids thee deem. 


Conclude not he in wrath difowns; 
When trouble thee furrounds; 

Thefe are his favourable frowns, 
Thy Hufband’s healing wounds. 

Yea,..when, he gives the deepeft lath, 
‘Loveteads the wounding hand: | 

His firoke, when fin has got a dath, 
Thy Hufband will remand. 


Sit c Ix. | 
Comfort to BELIEVERS, in CHRIST’s Relations, in his 
dying Love, his Glory in Heaven, to which he will 


lead them through Death, and fupply with all nece/- 
Jaries by the way. 


Le 


EHOLD the patrimony broad 
That falls to thee by line; 
In him thou art an heirof God,’ 
Thy Hufband’s Father’s thine. 
He is of relatives a ftore,... -..... 
Thy Friend will help in thrall; . 
Thy Brother much,. thy Father more, 
Thy Hufband moft of all... 


All thefe he does.amafs and:fhare, 
In ways that, moft: excel::\ \ 
"Mong all the hufband’s ever were, 
Thy Hutfband bears:the bell. .. 
Whence run the'ftreams' of all thy good, 
But from his Wioraed Baer & es 
With liquid gold of precious blood | ~~ 
Thy Hufsand bought his bride. 
His blood abundant value bore, - 
To make his purchafe broad, _ 
‘Twas fair divinity in gore, . 
_ Thy Hufband is thy God. 
Who purchas’d at the higheft:price, 0 
Be crown'd with higheft praife;-" 
For in the higheftparadife: © = * 
Thy Hufband wears the bays : 
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He is of heav’n the comely rofe, 
His beauty makes it fair; 

Heav’n were but hell, couldit thou fuppofe 
Thy Hufband were not there. 


He thither did in pomp afcend, 
His {poufe along to bring; 

That hallelujah’s without end 
Thy Hufband’s bride may fing. 


Ev'n there with him for ever fix’d 
His glory fhalt thou fee ; 

And nought but death is now betwixt 
Thy Hufband’s throne and thee. 


He'll order death, that porter rude, 
To ope the gates of brafs; 

For, lo! with characters of blood 
Thy Hufband wrote thy pafs. 


At Fordan deep then be not {car’d, 
Though difmal-like and broad; 
Thy fun will guide, thy fhield will guard, 
Thy Hufband pav’d the road. 
He'll lead thee fafe, and bring thee home, 
And ftill let bleffings fall ; 
Of grace while here, till glory come: 
Thy Hufband’s bound for all. 


His ftore can anfwer ev'ry bill, 
Thy food and raiment’s bought; 
Be at his will,. thou'lt have thy fill, 
Thy Hufband wants for nought. 


What can thy foul conceive it lacks? 
His ftore, his pow’r is thine ; 

His lib’ral heart to lib’ral acts 
Thy Hufband does incline. 


Though on thy hand, that has no might 
He fhould thy tafk enlarge ; 
Nor work, nor warfare, needs thee fright, 
Thy Hufband bears the charge. 
Boa would’it (if left) thy felf undo, 
So apt to fall and ftray: | . 
But he uplifts, and leads thee too; 
hy Hafband knows the way. 


§ EGrk xX. 


Comfat to BeLtevers from the text, Thy Maker 


is thy Hufband, zverted thus, Thy Hufband 
is thy Maker ; and the conclufion of this fubject. 


F light and life, of grace and glore, 
In Chrif thou art partaker, 

Reoice in him for evermofe, . 

hy Hufband is thy Maker. 


‘Hemade thee, yea, made thee his bride, 


or heeds thine ugly patch; 
rhat he made he'll ftill abide} 
hy Hufband. made the match. 


Hemade all, yea, he made all thine, 


ll to thee fhall be giv’h. —. 
can thy kingdom undermine? 

y Hufband made the heav’n. 

Whit eafthly thing can thee annoy? 

e made theearth tobe: .... ? 
Thy waters cannot thee deftroy, 
Thy Hufband made the fea.. 

Dort fear the flaming element 
Thee hurt with burning ire, 


- Or jhat the feorching heat torment: » 


Thy Hufband made the fire: St set 


- 


612. GOSPEL 


Infectious ftreams fhall ne'er deftroy, 
While he is pleas’d to {pare; 

Thou fhalt thy vital breath enjoy, 
Thy Hufband made the air. 


The fun that guides the golden day, 
The moon that rules the night, 

The ftarry frame, the milky way, _ 
Thy Hufband made for light. 


The bird that wings its airy path, 
The fifth that cuts the flood, 

The creeping croud that fwarms beneath, 
Thy Hufband made for good. 


The grazing herd, the beafts of prey, 
The creatures great and fmall, 

For thy behoof their tribute pay ; 
Thy Hufband made them all. 


Thine’s Paul, Apollos, life and death, 
Things prefent, things to be; 

And evry thing that being hath, 
Thy Hufband made for thee. 


In Topbet of the damn’d’s refort 
Thy foul fhall never dwell, 

Nor needs from thence imagine hurt; 
Thy Hufband formed hell. 


Satan with inftruments of his 
May rage, yet dread no evil; 
So far as he a creature is, 
Thy Hufband made the devil. 


His black temptations may afflict, 
His fiery darts annoy ; 

But all his works, and hellifh trick, 
Thy Hufband will deftroy. 


Let armies ftrong of earthly gods 
Combine with hellith ghofts, 
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They live, or languith, at his-nods; 
Thy Hufband’s Lord of hofts. 


What can thee hurt? whom doft thou fear? 
All things are at his call. 

Thy Maker is thy Hufband dear, 
Thy Hufband all in all. 


What doft thou feek? what doft thou want? 


He'll thy defires fulfil; 
He gave himfelf, what won’t he grant? 
Thy Hufband’s at thy will. 


The more thou doft of him defire, 
The more he loves to give: 

High let thy mounting aims afpire, 
Thy Hufband gives thee leave. 


The lefs thou feek’ft, the lefs thou dott 
His bounty fet on ‘high; 

But-higheft feekers here do moft 
Thy Hufband glorify. 


Wouldft thou have grace? Well; but ’tis meet 


He fhould more glory gain. 
Wouldft thou have Father, Son, and Sprit? 
Thy Hutband fays, AMEN. 


He'll kindly ac the lib’ral God, 
Devifing lib’ral things ; 

With royal gifts his fubjects load: 
Thy Hufband’s King of kings. 


No earthly monarchs have fuch ftore 
As thou haft ev’n in hand; 

But, O how infinitely more’ . 
Thy Hufband gives on band! 


Thou haftindeed the better part, 
The part will fail thee never: © 

Thy Hufband’s hand, thy Hufband’s heat, 
Thy Hufband’s all for: every | 
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The Berizver’s Join ae For, the Ose BRT? 


The P REF ACE, fhewing’ hive Ufe and Defign of the. Rip. 


RE ADER, the following emiginatic Song 

Does not to wifeft mat’rahfts belong : 

Their wifdom is but folly on this head; 

They here may ruminate, but cannot read. | 

For though they glance the words, the meaning: chikes'; 

They read the lines, but not the paradox 

The fubject will, howe’ er the phrafe be eee On 

Their moft acute intelligence furmount, 

If with their nat’ral and acquired fight | 

They hare not divine evangelic hght. iy 
Great wits may roufe their fancies, rack their hae 

And after all their labour lofe their pains : 

Their wifeft comments were but witle/s chat, 

Unapt to frame an explication pat. 

No unregen rate mortal’s beft engines ~ 

Can right unriddle thefe few rugged hittes ; 

Nor any proper notions thereof reach, 

Though fublimated to the higheft fretch. 

Majfters of reafon, plodding men of Jenfe, 

Who fcorn to mortsfy their vain pretence, : 

In this myfterrous deep might plod their fill ; 

It meer: the top of all their Sill. 


ae, a 
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r es by 


. Ln whom two firuggling hofts make ieee qi. se 
| That - 


The more they vainly buff,’ and feorn to read, 

The more it does their foolifh wit exceed, | 
Thofe finners that are fanétify d in part, 

May read this Riddle truly in thei heart. 

Yea, weakeft faints may feel its trueft Piaf 

Both in their fad and fweet experience. 

Don’t overlook it with.a rambling view, 4nG 

And rafh Suppofe it neither good nor trues © \ yo . 

Let Heav'n's pure oracles the truth decide 3 

Renounce it, if it can't thy teft abide. 

Noble Bereans Joon the fenfe may bit, 

Who found the divine depth of. Jogos writ ; 

Not by what airy carnal reason faith, 

But by the golden tine of heav'n Lfpun faith. 


Let not the naughty phrafe make you difprove 3 a) 


The weighty matter which deferves your love. 

The fubject treated may be moft profound,’ 

Though words may-rattle with a ruftic found, 

High firains would fpoil the Riddle’ s grand inte a 
To teach the weakef, moft ilht’rate pide | 
That MAHANAIM 1s his proper mamez 


Part dl, 


| ee Wee 


Sect. l. 


That fuch may know, whofe knowledge is but rude, 
How good confifts with ill, and ill with good. 
That faints be neither at their worft nor beft, 
Too much exalted, or too much depreft. 
This parodox 1s fitted to difclofe. 
The frill of Zion’s friends above her foes ; 
To diff’ rence, by light that heav'n tranfiuts, 
Some happy fools from miferable wits. 
And thus (if blefs'd) it may in fome degree 
' Make fools their wit, and wits their folly fee. 
Shght not the Riddle then hke jargon vile, 
Becaufe not garnifh’d with a pompous firle. 
Could th’ author act the lofty poets part, 
Who make their founets foar on wings of art, 
He on his theme had blufh’d to ufe his frill, 
And either clipt his wings, or broke. bis quill. 
Why, this enigma chmbs fuch divine beights 
As {corn to be adorn’d with human fights. 
Thefe gaudy ftrams would lovely truth difgrace, | 
As pureft paint deforms a comely face. 
Heav'n's myfteries are ’bove art's. ornament, 
Inmenfely brighter than its brig hteft paint. 
- No tow’ ring lit’rature could eer outwit 
The plaineft diction fetch’d from Jacred writ ; 
By which mere blazing rhet’ric 1s outdone, 
As twinkling fiars are by the radiant fun. 
The foaring orators, who can with eafe 
Strain the quinteffence of hy perboles, 
And clothe the bareft theme with pureft drefs, 
Might bere expatiate much, ‘yet fay the les, 
Tf wi th majeftical. fimplicity 
Of feripture-orat ry they difagree. — - 
‘Thefe:lines pretend not to affect the fey, 
Content among inglorious fhades to he,. 
Provided facred truth be fitly clad, ; 
Or glorious fhine ew'n through the dufky fhade,. 
Mark then, though thou fhould mifs the gilded firain, 
If they aftore of golden truth contain: . 


f 
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. . : 5. E* C 
The Myftery of the Saints PEDIGREE, and e/pecially 


M* life’s a maze of feeming traps’, 
AYA A fcene of mercies and mifhaps >; 
A heap of jarring to-and-froes ¢, : 

A field of joys, a flood of woes 4, 
~“Tm in my own, and others eyes, 
» Wlabyrinth of myfteries °. 


~ sa Joh: xxiii..13...And Jofhua faid, Know for a certainty, that 
the Lord your God will no more drive out'any of thefe nations from 
before 'you ;! but'th¢y hall be {nares and traps unto you, and fcourges 
in your fides, and thorns in your ¢yes, oc. Pfalm cxxiv. 7. Our 
foul.is efeaped:as a bird out of the {nare of the fowlers ; the fnare is 
broken, and we are efcaped. lo 80 
- 6 Or miferies, Lam. iti. 19. Rememberifig mine affliction and my 
mifery, the -wormivodd:and the gill. . Ver. 22. It is of the Lord’s 
mercies that we aré not confumed, becaufe his compaffions fail not. 
Pfalm ci. 1) I will fing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O Lord; 
willTfing, 9) Tet 
c Pfalm cii. 10. Thou haft lifted me up, and caft me down, 
Pfalm cix. 23. Iam toffed up and downvas the locuft.: 
oid Hab. iii. 17, 18. Although the fig-tree fhall not bloffom, nei- 
ther thall fruit be im the vines, the labour of the olives fhall fail, and 
the fields hall yield no meat, the flock -thall be cut off from the fold, 
and there fhall be no herd in the ftalls: yet I willrejoice in the Lord, 
I will joy in the God of my falvations | itt 
» re:lfa. viii. 18. Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath 
given me, are for figns and for wonders in Ifrael; from the Lord of 
hofts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. Zech, iii. 8. Hear now, O 
Jofhua the high-prieft, thou and thy fellows that fit before thee: for 
_ they are men wondered at, @c. -Pfalm lxxi, 7, 1 amas a wonder 
unto many; but thou art my ftrong tower. . 
-. fGen. i. 1. In the beginning God: created the heaven and the 
earth. Heb. xiii. 3. Through faith we underftand that the worlds 


eat ae of Goad |e 
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Nor under-rate a jewel rare and prime, 

Though wrapt up in the rags of homely rhime. 
Though haughty Deifts hardly ftoop to fay, 

That nature's night has need of feripture-day ; 

Yet gofpel-hght alone will clearly /hew 

How ev'ry fentence here is jufi and trye; 

Expel the hades that may the mind involve, 

And foon the feeming contradiction folve. 

All fatal errors in the world proceed 

From want of frill fuch myfteries to read: 

Vain men the double branch of truth divide, 

Fold by the one, and flight the other fide. 
Hence proud Arminians cannot reconcile 

Freedom of grace with freedom of the will. 

The blinded Papitt won't difcern nor fee 

How works are good, unle/s they juftify. 

Thus Legalifts difinguifh not the odds 

Between their home-bred righteoufnefs and God's. 

Antinomifts the faints perfection plead, 

Nor duly fever tween them and their Head. 

Socinians won't thefe feeming odds agree, 

How heav'n 1s bought, and yet falvation free. 

Bold Arians ‘hate to reconcile or /can, : 

Flow Chrift zs truly God, and truly man: 

Holding the one part of IMMANUEL’S name, 

The other part outrageoufly bla/pheme. 

The found in faith no part of truth control ; 

Heretics own the half, but not the whole. 
Keep then the facred myf? ry frill entire ; 

To both fides of the truth due favour bear, 

Not quitting one to hold the other branch ; 

But paffing judgment on an equal bench. 

The Riddle has. two feet ; and, were but one 

Cut off, truth falling to the ground were gone. 

"Tis all a contradiction, yet all true ; 

And happy truth, uf verify'd in you. 

Go forward then to-read the lines, but flay 

Lo read the Riddle alfo by the way. 


1B oe Bees CES oF 


Tyce if, 
of their Relation to CHRisT’s wonderful Perfon. 


I’m fomething that from nothing came/; 
Yet fure it 1s |:nothing am &, 


Once I was dead, and blind, and lame 4, 
Yea, I continue ftill the fame'; 

Yet what I was, Iam no more £, 

Nor ever fhall be as before}, 


were framed by the word of Ged, fo that things which are feen were 
not: made.of things which do appear. 

oT Hasxl. 17. All,nations before him are as nothing, and they are 
counted: to him lefs than nothing, and) vanity. Dan. iv..35. All 


» the yitants of the earth are reputed as nothing. 


<@-Eph. iit, And you hath he quickened who were [dead in tref- 
pafles and fins, . Rev. iii..17. Becaufe, thou fayft, | am rich, and 
inereafed with goods,.and have need of nothing; and knoweft not 
that thou art wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked, Ifa; xxxv. 6, Then fhall the lame man leap as an hart, and 
the'tongue of the dumb fing: for in the wildernefs fhall waters break 
out, and ftreams in the defert. 

~ 7 Rom. vil. 17. For we know that the law is fpiritual: but I am 
carnal, fold under fin... Ver, 24. O wretched man that lam! who 
fhall deliver me from the body of this death ? 

k Rom. vii. 17. Now then, itis no more I that do it, but fin that 
dwelleth in me. Ver. 20. Now if I do that I would not, it is no 
more I but:fin that dwelleth in me. John ix, 25. He [viz. the 
blind man] anfwered and faid, Whether he be a finner or no, I 
know not: one thing 1 know, that whereas I was blind, now I 
fee. = au y 

/ Rom. xi. 29, For the gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance. Jer. xxxil. 40. And I will make an everlafting covenant 
with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them 
good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they fhall nog 


depart from me, 
| a 


614 GOlSiP-E Ee 
My father lives™, my father’s gone ®, — 
My vital head both loft and won °. 

My parents cruel are and kind P, 

Of one, and of a diff’rent mind 4. 


My father poifon’d me to death *, ; 
My mother’s hand will ftop my breath * 
Her womb, that once my fubftance gave, 
Will very quickly be my grave *. 


My fifters all my flefh will eat ‘, 

My brethren tread me under feet "; 
My neareft friends are moft unkind ”, 
My greateft foe’s my greateft friend ~. 


He could from feud to friendfhip pafs, 
Yet never change from what he was *. 
He is my Father, he alone, 
Who is my Father’s only Son ’. 


I am his mother’s fon 7, yet more, 

A fon his mother * never bore: 

But born of him >, and yet aver 

His Father’s fons my mother’s were °. 


m Ifa. ix. 6. His name fhall be called — The everlafting Father. 
Rev. i. 18. I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, Iam 
alive for evermore, Amen. 

n Hofea xiv. 3. In thee the fatherlefs findeth mercy. Zech. i. 5. 
Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, do they live for 
ever? # 

01 Cor. xv. 45. It is written, The firft man Adam was made a 
living foul, the laft Adam was made a quickening {pirit. 

p Pfalm ciii. 13. Like asa father pitieth his children: fo the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him, Ifa. xiii. 27. Thy firft father 
hath finned, and thy teachers have tranfgreffed againft me. 

g Job xxiii. 13. But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? 
and what his foul defireth, even that he doth. Rom. viii. 5, For 
they that are after the flefh, do mind the things of the flefh: but 
they that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. Ver. 7. Be- 
caufe the carnal mind is enmity againft God :, for it is not fubje&% to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be. 

r Rom. v. 12. Wherefore, as by one man fin entered into the 
world, and death by fin; and fo death paffed upon all men, for that 
all have finned. 

f Gen, iii. 16, Unto the woman he faid, I will greatly multiply 
thy forrow, and thy conception: in forrow thou fhalt bring forth 
children, @&c. 

s Pfalm cxlvi. 4.. His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his 
earth: in that very day his thoughts perifh. Eccl. iii. 20. All go 
unto one place, all are of the duft, and all turn to the duft again. 

t Job xvii. 14, I have faid to corruption, Thou art my father, 
and to'the worm, Thou art my fifter.. Chap. xix. 26. And though 
after’my {kin, worms deftroy this body, yet in my flefh fhall I fee God. 

u Even in a moral fenfe, Jer. xii. 10. Many paftors have deftroy- 
ed my vineyard, they have'troden my portion under foot, they have 
made my pleafant portion adefolate wildernefs,, Ezek. xxxiv. 18. 
Seemeth it a {mall thing unto you, to have eaten up the good pa- 
fture, but’ ye muft tread down with your feet: the refidue of «your 
paftures? and to have drunkjof the deep waters, but ye muft foul 
the refidue with your feet. , 

v Pfalm lv. 12, 13. For it was not an enemy that reproached 
me, then-I could have borne it; neither was it-he that hated me, that 
did magnify himfelf againft me, then I would have hid myfelf from 
him: “But it was thou, a’ man, mine equal, my guide, and mine 
acquaintance. Micah vii. 5, 6, Truft ye not in a friend, put ye 
not confideice in a guide: keep the doors of thy. mouth from ‘her 
that ‘liéth ‘in. thy bofom.° For the fon difhonoureth the fathers the 


daughter rifeth up againft her mother, the daughter in-law againft + 


her mother-in-law ; a man’s enemies are the men'of his own houfe. 

w Pfalm vii, 11.’ God is angry with the wicked every day. 2 Cor; 
v. 19, God was in Chrift, reconciling the world unto himfelf, not 
imputing their trefpaffes'into them. © — _weocs aad 

x Mal, iii. 6. ForIam the Lord,’ I change not: therefore: ye 
fons of Jacob are not confumed. Hofea xiv. 4. I will heal their 
backfliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned’ away 
from him. 

y John xx. 17. Jefus faith unto her [viz. Mary], Touch me 
not: for 1am not yet afcended to my Father: “but go to my bre- 
thren, and fay unto them, I afcend unto my Father and your Father, 
and to my God and your God. Ifa. ix 6. Unto us a Son is given—: 
and his name hall be called—The everlafting Father, John iy iri 
And the Word was made flefh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 

grace and truth. | | t 

z Song iii.4. It was but a little that I paffed from them, but I 

_ found him whom my foul Joveth: I held him, and would not let 
him go, until I had brought him into my mother’s houfe, and into 
the chamber of her.that conceived me. Ver. 11. Go forth, O ye 
daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon with the crown where- 


S ONIN E T S. 


Part IID 


I am‘divore’d, yet marry’d ftill 4, 
With full confent, againft my will ¢ 
My Hufband prefent is‘, yet gone &. 
We differ much, yet ftill are one +, 


He is the firft, the laft, the all’, \ 
Yet number'd up with infe¢éts {mall *. 

The firft of all things !, yet alone 

The fecond of the great Three-one ™. 


A creature never could he be, 

Yet is a creature ftrange I fee™; - 
And own this. uncreated one, 

The Son of man,:yet no man’s fon® 


He’s omniprefent' all may know P; 
Yet never could bé wholly fo'4, 
_ His manhood is*not here and there? ; 
Yet he is: God-man ev’ry where £ 
He comes and goes, none can him trace °; 
- Yet never could he change his place +. 
But though he’s good ", and evry where, 
No good’s in hell, yet he is there ¥. : 


with his mother crowned him in the day of his efpoufals, and in the 
day of the gladnefs of his heart. 

a Viz. his natural mother according to the flefb. 

6 John i. 13. Which wereborn, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flefh, nor of the will-of man, but of God. 

c Gal, iv. 26. But Jerufalem which is dbove, is free, which is 
the mother of us all. « ~~’ 

d Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo are become dead 
to the law by the body of Chrift ; that ye fhould be married :to ano- 
ther, even to him-who is raifed from the dead. 


e Pfalm cx. 3, Thy people thall bé willing in the day of thy 


power. : , 
Ff Matth. xxviii. 20) Lo, I am’ with you alway eyen unto. the 
end of the world. AMPS aoe NS Share 
g John xiv. 2. I go to prepare a place for yok 
: A John xvii. 21. That they all may be One, as thou, Father, art 
in me, and,I‘in thee;)thar:they\may beone Imus! ee ve 3G 
2.Revs i, 11. I am Alpha ‘and Omega, ;‘the -firft and’ the. Jaft. 
Col. iii. 11. Chrift is all, and inall, . , a gp ee 
k Pfalm xxii, 6. But lama worm, and ho man. ss 
1 Col. i. 15, 16. Who is the image of the invifible God, the 
firft-born of every creature; for by him were all-things created that 
are in heaven, and that are}in earth, vifible and invifible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; all 
things were created by him, and for him. 
mt John v. 7. For there are three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft: and thefe three are one. 
Matth. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore, nnd teach all nations, baptizing 
ea the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Olt, 


ot ss 


m John i. 1, 2, 3. /Inythe ‘beginning; wasp the Word, and the 


Word was with God, and.the. Word, was»God,... The, fame was in 
the beginning with God. " All things were made by him; and Wwith- 
out him was not any thing’ made that was made.’ \ Ver.-14. And the 
Word was made flefh, anddwelt among tis. (aid |we beheld his glo- 
ry, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) full of grace 
and truth. a 3S AAS ete min 

o Matth. i. 23. Behold. a virgin’ fhall’be with child, and: thalt 
bring forth a fon, and they fhall call his name Emmanuel, which be- 
ing interpreted, is, God with us,! Luke! ib4,..35..\Then faid Mary 
unto the angel, How fhall this be, feeing.1 know not a man?! And 
the angel anfwered and faid unto-her} The;Holy Ghoft shall comé 
upon thee, »and the power of the. Higheft fhall overfhadow thee: 


therefore alfo that holy! thing which fhall be born of thee, fhalk’be - 
lead 


called the Son of God, nr 
p Pfalm ‘cxxxix. 7, 8,-9,020. Whither’ thall I go'from thy Spi- 
rit? or whither ‘fhall I flee ftom thy prefencé? If Iafcend up into 
heaven, thou'art'there: if I madke'my bed in -hell; behold, thowart 
there, _ If I'take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter 
moft parts of the fea: even there hall thy hand lead me, and thy 
right hand ffiall Hold me: om te!fi fiat sed Poet i 
q Luke xxiv. 6, He is not heré, but is rifen. i 
r John xvi. 16. Alittle-while and ye fhall not fee me: and again, 
a little while, and ye fhall fee me, becaufe I go to the Father. 
S Matth. i. 23. See letter o.. ‘Chap. xxviii: 20, Lo, I am with 
you alway even unto the end of the world. Te, 1 bie 
s John iii. 8. The wind bloweth where it lifteth, and thow heareft 


_the found thereof, but canft not tell whence it’ cometh, and whither 


itgoeth : fo is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

ft Ifa. Ixvi. 1, Thus. faith the Lord; The heaven is my throne, 
and the earth is'my foot{tool: where is the houfe that ye build unto 
me? and where is the.place of my reft? siny ae 

u Pfalm c. 5. The Lordvis good; his mercy is everlafting. ©: 
ind Pfalm exxxix. 8. If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
theres “ci: istird ow rte iP anaes bo ; 


ets 


. 


Sect. If, 


I by himy, in) him, chofen was Y, 

Yet of the choice he’s not'the caufe?: 
For fov'reign mercy ne’er was bought 3, 
Yet through his blood a.vent it fought >. 


In him concenter’d at his death 

His Father’s love ¢, his Father's wrath ¢: 
Ev’n he whom. paffion never feiz’d ¢, 

Was then moft angry, when moft pleas’d £. 


Juftice requir’d that he fhould die g, 
Who yet was flain unrighteoutly }; 

And dy’d in mercy and in-wrath, 

A lawful and a lawlefs death i. 

With him I neither liv'd nor dy'd, 

And yet with him was crucify’d«. 
Law-curfes ftopt his breath,, that he 
Might ftop its mouth from curfing me}. 


"Tis now a thoufand years and moe 
Since heav’n receiv’d him ; yet I know, ° 
When he afcended up on high 4 
‘To'mount the throne, evn fo didI™ «+ 


Hence, though ‘earth’s:dunghill I embrace 
Tfit'with him in heav'nly place *. 


w As Goll, _ x As Mediator. 

‘“y Eph. i. 4. According as he hath chofen us in him, before the 
foundation of the world, that we fhould be holy, and without blame 
before him‘in love. i 

.% But himfelf the Father's firft eleét, Wa. xiii. 1. Behold, my 
fervant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my foul delighteth. 
Matth, xii. 18. Behold, my fervant whom I have chofen, my be- 
loved in whom my foul is well-pleafed. 

4 Joha, iii, 16, God fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
Begotten’ Son, &c. Rom. ix. 11. For the children being not yet 
born, neither having done.any good or evil, that the purpofe of God 
according to eleGtion might ftand, not of works, but of him that 
ealleth. Ver. 13. It is written, Jacob have I loved, but Efau have 
PRated. Ver. 15. God faith to Mofes, I will have mercy on.whom 
Twilkhave mercy, and I will have compaffion on whom I will have 
compaffion.. dtp dad cerned six} | 
* 6 Rom. iii. 24, 25. Being juftified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption ‘that is in Jefus Chrift: whom God hath fet forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouf- 
riefs for the remiffion of fins, &c, Chap. y. 9. “Being juttified. by 
his blood, we fhall be faved from wrath through him, Ver. 21.That 
as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo might grace reign through 
righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

_ € John x. 17. Therefore doth my Father love me, becaufe I lay 
down my life, that'I might take it again,. , 

d@ Wa. lili. Yo. Yet it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, he hath put 
him to grief. =e ee 
““e Ma. xxvii.'4. Fury is not inme. 

Ff Rom.vii. 32. He {pared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all. “Eph.v. 2. Chrift hath given him(elf for us, an offering 
and a factifice to God for a {weet-{melling favour. 

g Heb. vii. 22. By fo. much was Jefus madea furety of a better 
teltament. Chap. ix. 16. For wherea teftamentis, there mutt alfo 
of neceflity be the death of the teftator. Ver. 22, 23. And almoft 
all things are by the law purged with blood; and, without fhedding 
of blood ‘there is no remiffion, It was therefore neceflary that the 
patterns of things in the heavens fhould be purified. with thefe; but 
the heavenly things themfelves with better facrifices than thefe, 

hy Matth. xxvii. 4. I viz. Judas] have finned, in that I have 
betrayed the innocent blood. Ver. 23. And.the governor faid, Why, 
bei ae ed done? But they cried out the more, Let him be 

Jens: Ape es Rae | 
7 Atts ii. 23. Jefus of Nazareth, being delivered by the deter- 
minate counfel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands‘have crucified and flain. Chap.. iv...27,. For of a truth 
apainft thy holy child Jefus, whom thou haft anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius'Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Ifrael were 
gathered together, &c. te 
~~ Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chrift. “ait 

? Gal. iii. 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, 
being made a curfe for us: for it is written, Curfed is every one that 
hangeth on a treé. — <a ys 

m Col. iii. 1. If ye then be rifen with Chrift, &c. Heb, vi. 20. 
Whither the forerunner is for us.entered, even Jefus, dc. ® 

m Eph. ii. 5, 6. Even when we were dead in fins he hath quicken- 
ed us together with Chrift, and hath raifed us up together, and made 
us fit together in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus. . 

_ @ Prov. iii. 17. Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her 

paths are peace, 2 Oe 

6’ Pfalm cxx. 5. Wo is me, that I fojournin Mefech, that I dwell 

in the tents of Kedar. 2 yee aes r 
¢ Phil. iii, 7, But what things were gain to me, thofe I counted 

lofs for Chrift. Chap. i. 21,/22, 23, 24¢ For to me to live is 

Chriff, and to dieis gain. But if I live in the flefh, this is the frait 
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In divers diftant orbs I move, 
Inthrall’d below, inthron’d above. 
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Y life’s a pleafure *, and a pain >; 
M A real lofs, a real gain ¢; 

A glorious paradife of joys 4, 

A grievous prifon of annoys ¢. 


I daily joy, and daily mourn £, 

Yet daily wait the tide’s return s: 
Then forrow deep my fpirit chears, 
I'm joyful in a flood of tears 4, 


Good caufe I have ftill to be fad i, 

Good reafon always to be glad *. 

Hence ftill my joys with forrows meet |, 
And ftill my tears are bitter fweet ™. 


I'm crofs’d, and yet have all my will2, 
I’m always empty, always full, : 
I hunger now, and thirft no more P, 
Yet. do more eager than before 4, 


of my labour: yet what I fhall choofe, I wot not. For I am ina 
{trait betwixt two, having a defire to depart, and to be with Chrift ; 
which is far better: neverthelefs to abide in the flefh, is more needful 
for you. 

dt Pet. i. 8. Whom having not feen, yelove; in whom though 
now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeakable, 
and full’of glory. 


e Pfalim cxlii. 7. Bring my foul out of prifon, that I may praife 
thy name, 

f 1 Pet. i. ‘6. Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a fea- 
fon (if need bé) ye are in heavinefs through manifold temptations. 
1 Cor. i, 4.:Who comforteth. us in all our tribulation, that we may 
be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourfelves até comforted of God. Job xxx. 28. I went 
mourning without the fun, &c. 

g fa. viii, “17. And I will wait upon the Lord that hideth his 
face from the houfe of Jacob, atid I will look for him. 

4 Zech. xif,'ro. And I will pour upon the houfe of David, and 
upon the inhabitants.of Jerufalem, the Spirit of grace and of fuppli- 
cations, and they fhall look upon me whom they have pierced, and 
they hall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only fon, and 
fhall be in bitternefs for him, as one that is in bitternefs for his fir{t- 
borh. Ezek. xxxvi. 31, 32. Then fhall ye remember your own 
evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and fhall lothe your 
felves in your own fight, for your iniquities, and for your abomina- 
tions. Not for your fakes do I this, faith'the Lord God, be it known 
unto you: be afhamed and confounded for your own ways, O houfe 
of Ifrael, Hof. xii. 3, 4. He [viz. Jacob] took his brother by the 
heel in the womb, and by his ftrength he had power with God: yea, 
he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept and made fup- 
plication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he {pake with 
us. Luke vii. 38. And [a woman that was a finner] ftood at: 
his feet behind him weeping, and began to wath his feet with tears, 
and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kiffed his feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment. John xx. 15, 16. Jefus faith 
unto her, Woman, why weepeft thou? whom feekeft thou? She 
fuppofing him to be the gardenery faith unto him, Sir, if thou have 
borne him hence, tell me where thou*haft laid him, and I will take 
him away. —Jefus faith unto her, Mary. She turned herfelf, and 
faith unto him, ‘Rabboni, which is to fay, Mafter. Ver. 20. Then 
were the difciples glad when they faw the Lord. 

i Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death ? 


k 2 Cor. ii, 14, Thanks be unto God, which always caufeth us 
to triumph ia Chrift. 

/ 2 Cor. vi. 10.—as forrowful, yet always rejoicing. 

m Zech. xii. 10. See letter 4. Pfalm cxxvi. 5. They that fow 
in tears, fhall reap in joy. Ifa. Ixi. 2, 3. The Lord hath {ent 
me to comfort all that mourn: to appoint unto them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them beauty for afhes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, the garment of praife for the {pirit of heavinefs, @c. Mat. v. 4. 
Blefled are they that mourn: for they thall be comforted. 

nm Luke: xxii. 42. Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup 
from me: neverthelefs, not my will, but thine be done. Aéts xxi. 
14. And when he [viz. Paul] would not be perfuaded, we ceafed, 
faying, The will of the Lord be done. 
+0 2 Cor. vi. 10.—as having nothing, and yet pofleffing all things, 

p John vi. 35. And Jefus faid unto them, I am the bread of life: 


‘he that cometh to me, fhall never hunger ; ‘and he that believeth on 


me, fhall never thirft, , 

q Pfalm xlii. r, 2, As the hart panteth after the’ water-brooks, fo 
panteth my foul after thee, O God. My foul thirfteth for God, the 
living God: when fhall I come and appear before God? And Ixiii, 1, 
O God, thou ‘art my God, early will I feek thee: my foul thirfteth 
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With meat and drink. indeed Vm bleft', 
Yet feed on hunger, drink on thirft 
My hunger brings a plenteous ftore’, 
My plenty makes me hunger moret. 


Strange is the place of my abode, 
I dwell at home, I dwell abroad ¥. 
I am not where all men me fee, 

But where I never yet could be’. 


I’m full of hell, yet full of heaven*; 
I'm ftill upright ¥, yet ftill uneven *. 
Imperfect, yet a "perfect faint >; 

I’m ever poor‘, yet never want 4, 


No mortal eye fees God and lives®, 
Yet fight of him my foul revives‘. 
I live beft when I fee moft bright 8; 
Yet live by faith, and not by fi ight}, 


I’m lib’rali, yet have nought to fpare*; 
Mott richly cloth’d!, yet ftript and bare™. 


for thee, my flefh longeth for thee ina dry and thirfty land, where 
no water is. 
there is none upon the earth that I defire befides thee. Tfa. xxv. 8, 9. 

Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited for thee; 
the defire of our foul is to thy name, and to the ie eranee of 
thee. With my foul have I defired thee in the night, with my 
{pirit within me will I feek thee early. 

r John vi. 55. For my flefh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed, 

f Job xxix. 2, 3, 4. Oh that I were as in months paft, as in the 
days when God. preferved me: when his candle fhined wpon my 
head, and when by his light I walked through darknefs: as I was in 
the days of my youth, when the fecret of God was upon my taber- 
nacle. Pfal. Ixxvii. re, £1, 12. 1 will remember the- years of the 
right-hand of the Moft High. I will remember the works of the 
Lord: furely I will remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate 
alfo of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. Song v. 8. I charge 
you, O daughters of Jerufalem, if ye find my Beloved, that ye tell 
him, that Lam fick of love. Chap. viii. 1. O that thou wert as my 
brother that fucked the breafts of my mother! when I fhould find 
thee without, I would kifs thee; yea, I fhould not be defpifed. 

$ Matth. v. 6. Bleffed are they which do hunger and thirft after 
righteoufnefs ; for they fhall be filled. 

_ t 2Cor. v. 2. Forin this we groan earneftly, defiring to be clothed 


upon with our houfe which is from heaven. Phil. i. 23. For Iam ina 


{trait betwixt two, having a defire to depart, and to be with Chrift; 
which is far better, Gc. Song ii. 3, 4, 5. I fat down under his tha~ 
dow with great delight, and his fruit was {weet to my tafte. He 
brought me to the banquetting-houfe, and his banner over me was 
Tove. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples ; for I am fick 
of love. 
~-u Job iv. 19. How much lefs them that dwell in houfes of elay, 
whofe foundation is in the duft, which are cruthed before the moth ? 
'Pfal. xe. 1. Lord, thou haft been our dwelling-place in all generati- 


“ons. And xci. 1, He that dwelleth in the fecret places of the Moft — 


High, fhall abide under the fhadow of the Almighty. 1 John iv, 16 
God is love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and 
God in him. 
~ y Ifa. xxxiii. 16. He thall dwell on n high : his place of acces fhall 
be the munition of rocks, Eph. ii, 6. And hath raifed. us up toge- 
ther, and ar us fit together. in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus, 
w Eccl. ix. 3. The heart of the fons of men is full of evil, and 
. madnefs js in ie ie -t while they live, and after that they go to 
the Gad. 9: 
- x Eph. iii. 19. Aca to know the love of Chrift, which pafleth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the Simele of God, ; 
~y Pfal. xviil. 23. I was alfo upright before him: sand kept my- 
felf from mine iniquity, 
~-z Ezek. xviii, 23. Hear now, O houfe of Ifrael, Are ‘ot yout 
Ways unequal? 


ne ES og Rev. ie 2. ‘Be Watchful’ and fiveagihen the things thatnotiaibs 
noe Sthat-are ready to die : for I bole not found By works perfect uelpies 
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And Ixxiii. 2 ge have Lin heaven but thee? and 


cannot fin, becaufe he is born of God. 


ii 6. Howbeit we fpeak wifdom among t them that are. pars Sate 
7. But Tam poor and needy, yet d re. Tani cinkete 
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SONNET S. 


My ftock is rifen by my fall; | 
For, having nothing, I have alt'attt3 9 


I'm finful?, yet I have Ho Td se oe ee ae 
All fpotted o’er’, yet wholly clean & } 
Blacknefs and beauty both Ifhare, . |. 
A-hellith black, a heav’nly fairs, 4 


They’re of the dev'l, who fin amain t ts ae 
But I’m of God, yet fin retain”: 5 f 
This traitor vile the thorne affumes’, 
Prevails, yet never overcomes ¥. 


I’m without guile an Ifr’elite*, sap nl 
Yet like a guileful hypocrite 7; 
Maintaining truth in th’ inward part?, 
With falfhood rooted in my heart. neds 


Two matters, fure, I cannot ferve>, ; . 
But mutt from | one regardlefs fetves : ‘i 


Parr II. 


. 


4 


Yet felf.is for my mafter known, 96 f 
And Jefus is wath Lord alone Te ee ot 3 SOies 
sbpest t gad 


hearts, to give the light of the Tage ee: ote lary of Go ia the 
face of Jefus Chrift. 
h Gal. ii. 20. I am crucified with Chrift: neverthélefs I live; yet 
not I, but Chrift liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the 
fleth, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himfelf for me. 2 Cor. v. 7.. For we walk by faith, not by fight. 
i Pfal. xxxvii. 21. The wicked borroweth, and. payeth not again: 
but the righteous fheweth mercy, and giveth. | . 
k Zeph iii, 12. L-will alfo live in the midft of thee ¢ an affited and 
poor people, and they fhall truft in the name of the Lord. | 
/ Ifa. lxi, ro, I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my foul fhallbe . 
joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the § garments of fal- , 
vation, he hath covered me with the robe of rightonfacli, asa 
bride adorneth herfelf with her jewels. 
m Ezek. xvi. 7. I have caufed thee to multiply as the te of 
field, and thou haft increafed anc and waxed great, and thou art come 
to excellent ornaments: thy breafts are fathioned, and thine hair is 
grown, whereas thou waft naked and bare. Rev. ii ili. 1 7. Becaufe t! thou 
fayeft, I am rich, and increafed with goods, and have need of no- - 
thing; and kneweft not that ‘thou art t wretched, and aii: and 
poor, and blind, and naked. ~ 
_n Rom, viii, 28. And we know that all things work togethe er for 
good, to thent that love God, to them who ; are the called soaring : 
to his purpofe. ee 
0 2Cor. vi, to,—as having nothing, and yet poffeffing all thing 
- p Rom. vii 14. For we know that the law is aes but! 
carnal; fold under fin, Ver. 24. O° wretched | man Ee ail 
fhall deliver me from the body of this death? 
q Num. xxiii. 21. He hath not beheld iniquity in oe ates 
hath he feen perverfenefs i in Ifrael. 1 John iii. 9, Whofoever is born 
of God doth not commit fin; for his feed remaineth i in him: and he 


I: 


r Pfal. xiv. 3. They are all goneafide, they are ingoe become ; 
filthy : there is none that doeth good, | no. not one. | od 

S Song iv. 7. Thou ? art all fai r, m 

5 peat es . Lam black, blr kee te 


vil fiaeth from the pesinhigae! pes : 
u 1 Johni. 8. If we fay that we have no te we sda ot hy 
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m, Vil. 23." ther J n my members warring 


againft the law of my m: nd, 
ba 


captivity to phe 
law of fin and deat! eath. tee ’ 


greffions, thou fhalt purge th ' 
not have dominion ae: yous for ye: are Rot under the law, 
ws a ; : 


. SECT, Ill. 


THE 
I feek myfelf inceffantly §, ' 
Yet daily do myfelf deny * _ 


To me ’tis lawful evermore. 
Myfelf to love and to abhor 8. 


Yn this vain world I live, yet fee 
‘I'm dead to it, and it to me. 
My joy is-endlefs ‘, yet at beft 
Does hardly for a moment laft *. 


Sf, OFT. tis 


Myfteries about the Sacut’s Work and Warfare, Sins, 
. Sorrows, and Foys. 


i H & work is great I’m call’d unto, 
Yet nothing’s left for me to do>: 
Hence for my:work Heav’n has prepar’d 
No wages ¢, yet a great reward 4, 

To works, but not.to working dead °; 

From fin, but not from finning freed *. 

I clear myfelf from no offence 8, 

Yet wafh my hands in innocence }. . 


fame, . John xx. 28. And Thomas anfwered and faid unto him, 
My Lord, and my God. 

ore «James iv. 3. Ye afk, and ye receive not, becaufe ye afloamifs, 
that ye may confume it upon your lufts. Jer. xlv. 2, 5. Thus faith 
the Lord God of Ifrael, unto thee, O Baruch, And feekeft thou great 


things for thyfelf? feek them not: for behold, I will bring evil . 


upon all fleth, faith the Lord: but thy life will I give unto thee for 
a prey in all places whither thou goeft. 
fi Matth. xvi. 24. See letter c. 
g Lev. xix, 18. Thou flialt not avenge, nor bear any grudge a- 
gainft the children of my people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour 
is.thyfelf: Iam the Lord. Eph. ‘v.29. Forno man ever yet hated 
is own flefh; but aourifheth and cherifheth it, even as the Lord the 
church. John xii. 25. He that loveth his'life, thall lofe it: and he 


“ thatthateth his life in this world, fhalt keep it unto life eternal. Job 


xlii.«6; ‘Wherefore I-abhor myfelf, and repent in duft and afhes. 

4 Col. iii. 3.. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chrift in 
God... Gal. wi. 14. ‘But God forbid that I fhould glory fave in the 
crofs ofour Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom: the world is crucified unto 
tie, iand I unto the world. = 2 c 
orgvJohn xvi. 22. And ye tiow therefore have forrow; but I will 
fee you again, and your heart ‘fhall rejoice, and your joy no man tak- 
eth from you. «2 Theff. ii. 16. Now our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, 
and God even our Father, which hath loveth us, and hath given us 
everlafting confolation, and hope through grace, wc. 

k Pfal. xxx. 7. Lord, by thy favour thou haft made my moun- 


. tain to fland ftrong: thou didft hid thy face, and. I was. troubled, 


Va. xlix. 13, 14. Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and 
break forth unto finging, O mountains :, for the Lord hath comfort- 
edihis people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted. But Zion 
faid,- The Lord hath forfaken me, ‘and my Lord hath forgotten me. 

a Phil, ii. 12, Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, 
not as in my prefence only, but now much more in my abfence; work 
out your own falvation with fear and trembling. 

b Phil, ii. 13. For it is God which worketh in‘you, both to will 
and to do of his good pleafure. Lev. xx. 7, 8. San¢tify. yourfelves 
therefore, and be ye holy: for Iam the Lord your God. And ye 
fhall’ keep my ftatutes, and do them: I am the Lord which fanttify 
you. 

é Rom. vi. 23. For the wages of fin is death: but the gift of God 
is-eternal life, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Chap.xi.6. Andif by 
grace, then it is no more of works: otherwife grace is no more grace. 
But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwife works 
ismo more'works, © - 

- d Pfal. xix. 11. Moreover, by them, [viz. the judgments of the 
Lord,] is thy fervant warned: and in keeping them there is great re- 
ward. Pfal. lviii. 11. Verily there is a reward for the righteous: ve- 
rily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

) @ Rom: vii. 4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo are. become dead 
to the law by the body of Chrift; that ye fhould be married to ano- 
ther, even to him who is raifed from the dead, that we fhould bring 
forth frnit unto God. Gal. ii. 19. For I; through the law,.am dead 
to the law, that I might live unto God. 

Ff John i. 8. If we fay that we have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, 
and,the truth is not in us, Chap. iii. 9. .Whofoever.is born of God, 
doth not commit fin; for his feed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
fin, bécaufe he is born of God. = 

. g Rom. vii. 18. For I know, that in me, (that is, in my flefh) 


~ dwelleth no good thing: for to will is prefent with me; but how to 


perform that which is good, I find not... ° 

h Pfal. xxvi 6. I will wath mine hands in innocency: fo will I 
compafs thine altar, O Lord. sis Bent 
»i 1Kings xi. 9. And the Lord was wroth with Solomon, becaufe 
his heart was turned from the Lord God of Ifrael, which had appear- 
ed unto him twice. 8 
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My Father’s anger burns like fire i, 
Without a {park of furious ire =: 
Though ftill my fins difpleafing be!;, 
Yet ftill I know he’s pleas’d with me m, 


Triumphing is my conftant trade y, 
Who yet am oft a captive led °; 
My bloody war does never ceafe P; 
Yet I maintain a ftable peace 4, 


My foes aflaulting conquer me, 

Yet ne’er obtain the victory?; 

For all my battles loft or won, 

Were gain’d before they were begun ¢. 


I'm ftill at eafe, and ftill oppreft ; 

Have conftant trouble, conftant refts; 
Both clear and cloudy‘, free and bound «s. 
Both dead and living’, loft'and found *, 


Sin for my good does work and win?; 
Yet tis not good for me to fin ¥. 

My pleafure iffues from my pain 7; 
My loffes ftill increafe my gain 2, 


k Wa. xxvii. 4. Fury is not in me. Chap. liv. 9, 10. For this is as 
the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have fworn that the waters of 
Noah fhould no more go over the earth; fo have I {worn that I would 
not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains {hall 
depart, and the hills be removed, but my kindnefs fhall not depart 
from thee, neither fhall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith 
the Lord, that hath mercy on thee, 

/ Hab. i. 13. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canft not look on iniquity. Jer. xliv. 4. Howbeit, I fent untovall 
my fervants the prophets, rifing early, and fending them, faying, Oh 
do not this abominable thing that I hate. 

m Matth, iii, 17. And lo, a voice from heaven, faying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleafed, Rom. v. to. When 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 

nm 2Cor. ii. 14. Now, thanks be unto God, which always caufeth 
us to triumph in Chrift. 

o Rom, vii. 23. But I fee another law in my members, warring a- 


 gainft the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law 


of fin, which is in my members, 

p Rom. vii. 23. See letter.o.. 1 Tim, vi. 12. Fight the good fight 
of faith, ec. Gal. v. 17, For the flefh lufteth again{t the Spirit, and 
the Spirit againft the flefh: and thefe are contrary the one to the o» 
ther ; fo that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

q Rom. v. 1. Therefore being juftified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. Ifa. liv. 10. See letter k, 

r Rom, vii. 23. See letter o. Chap. viii. 37, Nay, in all thefe 
things we are more than conquerors, through him that loved us. 

J Cor, xv. 57. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victos 
ry, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, . 

s 2Cor. iv. 8, We are troubled on every fide, yet not diftrefled ; 
we are perplexed, but not in defpair. John xvi. 33. Thefe things 
I have {poken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the 
world ye fhall have tribulation: but be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world. Heb. iv. 3. For we which have believed, do enter 
into reft. 

t Zech. xiv, 6,7. And it fhall come to pafsin that day, that the 
light fhall not be clear, nor dark. But it fhall be one day, which 
fhall be known to the Lord, not day nor night: but it thall come to 
pafs, that at evening-time it fhall be light. Mic. vii. 8. Rejoice not 
again{t me, O mine enemy: when I fall fhall rife ; when I fit in 
darknefs, the Lord fhall be a light unto me. 


u John viii. 36. If the Son therefore fhall make you free, ye fhalf 


be free indeed. Aéts xx. 23. The Holy Ghoft witnefleth in every 
city, faying, that bonds and affli€tions abide me, 
v 2Cor. vi. g.—asedying, and behold, we live. 
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chrift in God. 
w Matth. xvili. 11. For the Son of man is come to fave that which 


Col. iii, 3. For 


“was loft. Pfal. cxix. 176, I have gone aftray like a loft theep; feek 


thy fervant. Phil. iii. 9, And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but that which is through faith of 
Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith. 

x Rom. viii. 28. And we know that all things work together for 
good, to them that love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpofe. Chap. xi, 11. I fay then, Have they ftumbled that 
they fhould fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall falvation 
is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealoufy, 

y Pfal. Ixxxix. 31, 32, If they break my ftatutes, and keep not 
my commandments, then will 1 vifit their tranfgreffion with the rod, 
and their iniquity with ftripes, z 

2 Pfal. cxix. 67. Before I was affigted, 1 went aftray: and now 
I have kept thy word. Ver. 71. It is good for me that I have beea 


affliéted : that I might learn thy ftatutes. . James i, 2. My brethren, » 


count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations. 
a Matth. x. 39. He that lofeth his life for my fake fhall find it, 
Mark x. 20, 30, Aad Jefus anfwered and faid, Verily I fay unto you, 
&s . nen 1 See : 


. 
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I’m heal’d ev’n when my plagues abound >, 
Cover'd with duft ev’n when I’m crown’d*: 
As low as death, when living high 4; 

Nor fhall I live, yet cannot die * 


For all my fins my heart is fad, 

Since God’s difhonour’d ; yet I’m glad, 

Though once I was a {lave to fin 8, 
Since God does thereby honour win 4. 


My fins are ever in his eye}; 

Yet he beholds*no fin in me*: 

His mind that keeps them all in ftore, 
Will yet remember them no more'. 


Becaufe my fins are great, Ifecl 
Great. fears of heavy wrath™; yet ftill 
For mercy feek, for pardon wait, 
Becaufe my fins are very great?.} , 


I hope when plung’d into defpair °; 
I tremble when I have no fear P, 


There is no man that hath left houfe, or brethren, or fifters, or fa- 
ther, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my fake and the 
gofpel’s, but he fhall receive an hundred fold now in this time, houfes, 
and brethren, and fitters, and mothers, and children, and land, with 
pefecutions; and in the world to come, eternal life. : 

b Rom, vii. 24, 25..O wretched man that I am! who fhall deli- 
ver me from the body. of this death? I thank God, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. 

¢ Viz. with mercy, Job xiii. 5, 6. 1 have heard of thee by the 
heaing of the ear: but now mine eye feeth thee. Wherefore I ab- 
hor myfelf, and repent in duft and afhes, Ezek. xvi. 63, That thou 
may{t remember and be confounded, and never open thy mouth any 
more becaufe of thy fhame, when I am pacified toward thee for all 
that thou haft done, faith the Lord God. 

d 2 Cor. vi. 9.—as dying, and behold, we live. 

e Heb. ix. 27. It is appointed unto men once,to die. John v. 24. 
Verily, verily, I fay unto you, He that heareth my word, and believ- 
eth on him that fent me, hath everlafting life, and fhall not come into 
condemnation; but is paffed from death unto life. Chap. vi. 40. And 
this isthe will of him that fent me, that every one which feeth the 
Son, and believeth on him, may have everlafting life. Ver. go, 51. 
This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may 
eat-thereof, and not die, “I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven: if any. man eat of this bread, he hall live for ever: 
and the bread that I will give, is my flefh, which J will give for the 
life of the world, 

f Pfal. li. 4.. Againft thee, thee only have I finned, and done this 
evil in thy fight. Bs 

g Rom. vi. 17. But God be thanked, that ye were the fervants 
of fin; but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doétrine 
which was delivered you. : 

h Ifa. xliv. 23. Sing, O heavens; for the Lord hath done it: fhout, 
ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into finging, ye mountains, 
O forefts, and every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, 
and glorified himfelf in Ifrael, Eph. i. 6. To the praife of the glory 
of his grace. Ver. 12. That we fhould be to the praife of his glory. 

i Rev, iii. 1, I know thy works, that thou haft a name that thou 
liveft, and art dead. Ver. 15. I know thy works, that thou art nei- 
ther cold nor hot. 

k Num, xxiii. 21. He hath. not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither 
hath he feen perverfenefs in Ifrael. Songiv. 7. Thou artall fair, my 
love; there is no fpotin thee, Ezek. xvi. 14. And thy renown went 
forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was perfect through 
my comelinefs which I had put upon thee, faith the Lord God. 

/ Vas xliii. 25. I, even I am he that blotted out thy ’tranfgreflions 
for mine own fake, and will not remember thy fins. Jer. xxxi. 34. 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their fins no more. 
Heb. viii. 12. I will be merciful to their unrighteoufnefs, and their 
fins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 

m Ezra ix. 13, 14. And after all that is come upon us for our evil 


deeds, and for our great trefpafs, feeing that thou our God haft pu- 


nifhed us lefs than our iniquities deferve, and haft given us fuch de- 
liverance as this: fhould we again break thy commandments, and 
join affinity with the people of thefe abominations ? Wouldft not 
thou, be angry with us till thou hadft confumed us, fo that there 
fhould be no remnant nor efcaping? — Pfal. xxxvili, 1. O. Lord, re- 
buke me not in thy wrath: neither chaften me in thy hot difpleafure. 

n Pfalm xxv. 11. For thy name’s fake, O Lord, pardon mine ini- 
quity; for itis great. Jer. xiv. 7. O Lord, though our iniquities 
teftify againft us, do thou it for thy name’s fake: for our backilidings 
are many ; we have finned agin {ft thee. 

o Rom. iv. 18.. Who [viz. Abraham,] againft hope, believed in 
hope. 2 Cor. i. 8,9. For we would not, brethren, have you ig- 
norant of our trouble which came to us in Afia, that we were prefled 
out of meafure, above ftrength, infomuch that we defpaired even of 
life: but we had the fentence of death in ourfelves, that we thould 
not truft in ourfelves, but in God which raifed the dead. 

p Phil, ii, 12. Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, 
not as in my prefence only, but now much more in my abfence; 


SONNETS. 


Pa RT Ul. 


Pardons difpel my griefs and fears 4, 
And yet diflolve my heart in tears *. 


SEC J. Iv. 


Myfteries in Fat vH’s Extractions, Way and Walk, Pray- 
ers and Anfwers, Heights and Depths, Fear and Love. 


\ N 71TH wafps and bees my bufy bill 
Sucks ill from good, and good from ill?: 

Humil’ty makes my pride to grow, 

And pride afpiring lays me low >. 

My ftanding does my fall procure ¢, 

My falling makes me ftand more fure?. 

My poifon does my phyfic prove ¢, 

My enmity provokes my love’. 


My poverty infers my wealth, 

My ficknefs iffues in my: health *: 
My hardnefs tends to make me foft’, 
And killing things do cure me oft*, 


work out your own falvation with fear and trembling.’ Luke i. 74. 
That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the 
hands of our enemies, might ferve him without fear, 

q Matth ix. 2. Jefus faid unto the fick of the palfy, Son, be of 
good cheer, thy fins be forgiven thee. | ' 

r Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26. Then will I fprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye fhall be clean: from all your filthinefs, and from all 
your idols will I cleanfe you, A new heart alfo ‘will I give you, and a 
new fpirit will I put within you, and I will take away the {tony heart 
out of your flefh, and I will give you an heart of flefh. Ver. 31. Then 
fhall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were 
not good, and fhall lothe yourfelves in your own fight, for your ini- 
quities, and for your abominations.. Chap. xvi. 63. That thou 
mayf{t remember and be confounded, and never open thy mouth an 
more becaufe of thy fhame, when I am pacified towards thee for al] 
that thou haft done, faith the’ Lord God. . ! [ 

a Rom, ii. 4. Or defpifeft thou the riches of his goodnefs, and 
forbearance, and long-fuffering; not. knowing: that ‘the goodnefs of 
God leadeth thee to répentance?.; Chaps-vicd, 2) What fhall we fay: 
then? fhall we continuelin fin, that grace may abound? God forbid: 
how {hall we that are’ dead to fin, ' live any longer therein ?'. ‘Ver. 152 
What then? fhall we fin, becaufe we are not under the law, ‘but 
under grace? God forbid. Chap. viii. 28. ‘And «we know that alk 
things work together for good to them that love God, .to them who 
are the called according to his purpofe.». Phil, i. 12. But I would ye 
fhould: underftand, brethren, that the things: happened: unto’ me; 
have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gofpel.!. Pfalm 
cxix. 71. It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might 
learn thy ftatutes. ; tad" I 

6 2Cor. xii. 7, And left I fhould be exalted above meafure, through 
the abundance of the revelations, there was given tome a thorn in 
the flefh, the meflenger of Satan to buffet me, left I fhould be exalt- 
ed above meafure. Prov. xxix. 23, A man’s pride fhall bring him 
low; but honour {hall uphold the humble in f{pirit. 2 Chron. xxxii, 


26. Hezekiah humbled himfelf for the pride.of his heart, (both he . 


and the inhabitants of Jerufalem,) fo that’ the wrath of the Lord came 
not upon them in the days of Hezekiah. 

c Pfalm xxx. 6, 7. And in my profperity I faid, I fhall never be 
moved. Lord, by thy favour thou haft made my mountain to ftand: 
ftrong: thou didft hide thy face, and I was:troubled. oe 

d Prov. xxiv. 16. Fora juft man falleth feven times, and rifeth 
up again. Pfalm xxxvii. 24. Though he fall, he thall not be utterly 
caft down: for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. ~ : 

e 2Cor. xii. 7, 8. And left I fhould be exalted above meafure 
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given mea thorn 
in the flefh, the meflenger of Satan to buffet me, left I fhould be ex- 
alted above meafure. For this thing I befought the Lord thrice, that! 
it might depart from me. Ifa. xxvii. 8,-9. In: meafure when it fhoot- 
eth forth, thou wilt debate with it: he’ ftayeth his rough wind in 
the day of his eaft-wind. By this, therefore, fhall theiiniquity of Ja- 
cob be purged; and this is all the fruit to take away fin. =~ 

f Gal. v.17. The fleth Iufteth againft. the Spirit, and the Spirit 
againft the flefh, Ver. 24. And they that are Chrift’s, have crucifi-’ 
ed the flefh, with the affections and lufts,, 9° + 

g Rev. ii. 9. I know thy poverty, but. thou art rich. 
ro, —as having nothing, and yet pofleffing all things. 

b Matth. ix. 12, They that be whole: need not a 'phyfician, but 
they that are fick. Ifa. Ivii. 17, 18. For the iniquity of his covet- 
oufnefs was I wroth, and {mote him: I hide me, and was wroth, 
and he went.on frowardly in the way of his heart. _{ have feen his 
ways, and will heal him: I will lead him alfo, and reftore comforts 
unto him, and to his mourners. , 

i Ifa. Ixiii. 17. O Lord, why haft thou made us to err from thy 


2 Cor. vi. 


_ ways? and hardened our heart from thy fear? Return for thy fer- 


vant’s fake, the tribes of thine inheritance. ° he wich < 

k-2Cor, i. 9, But we had the fentence of death in ourfelves, that 
we fhould not truft in ourfelves, but in God which raifed the dead. 
Hof. v. 15. I will go and return to my place, till they acknowledge 
their offence, and feck my face: in their affliction they will feek me 


PP 


Sect. IV. 


While high attainments caft me down, 
My deep abafements raife me foon!: 

My beft things oft have evil brood™; 

My worft things work my greateft good °. 


My inward foes, that me alarm, 
Breed me much hurt, yet little harm ° 
I get no good by them ™*, yet fee 
To my chief good they caufe me flee P. 


They reach to me a deadly itroke 4, 

Yet fend me toa living rock". . 
They make me long for Canaan's banks *; 
Yet fure I owe them little thanks. 


I travel, yet ftand firm and fait » ; 
Truny, but yet.l,make no, hafte . 

I take a way both old and new :, 
Within my fight Y, yet out of view”. 


My way directs me in the way 4, 
And will not fuffer me to ftray °: 


early. Chap. vi, 1. Comeand let us return unto the Lord: for he 
hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath fmitten, and he will bind 
us up. eta 
<F t Pet. v. 5, 6. Be fubject one to another, and be clothed with 
humility: for God refifteth the proud, and giveth grace to the hum- 
ble. Humble. yourfelves therefore under the mighty. hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time. 
low, and he helped me. 
m Pfalm xxx. 6, 7. And in my profperityI faid, I thall never be 
moved. Lord, by thy favour thou haft made my mountain to ftand 
ftrong: thou didft hide thy face, and I was troubled. Deut. xxxii. 
14, 15. Butter of kine, and milk of fheep, with fat of lambs, and 
tams of the breed of Bathan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys. of 
wheat, and thou didft drink the pure blood of the grape. But Je- 
fhurun waxed fat, and kicked’: thou art waxen fat ; thou art grown 
thick; thou art covered with fatnefs: then he-forfook God which 
made him, and lightly efteemed the Rock of his falvation. Pfalm 
evi. 7... Our fathers underftood not thy wonders in Egypt, they re- 
membered not the multitude of thy mercies, but provoked him at the 
fea, even at. the Red-fea. . 
2 Plalm xxx. 11. Thou haft turned for me my mourning, into 


dancing: thou haft put off my fackcloth, and girded me with glad-. 


nefs.: . Rom viti.. 28... See letter a. 

o. Jer,.x. 19. Wo is me for my hurt, my wound is grievous: but 
{ faid, Truly this isa grief, and I muft bear it. 1 Pet. iii, 13. And 
who is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good ? 

-* In themfelves, but much evil, 1 Pet. ii. 11. Dearly beloved, I 
befeech you as ftrangers and pilgrims, abftain from flefhly. lufts, 
which war againft the foul, James i. 14,,15. But every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn. away by his own luft, and enticed. 
Then when luft hath conceived, it bringeth forth fin; and fin when 
it is finifhed, bringeth forth death. 

_p Pfalm cxliii. 9. Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee 
unto thee to hide me. mis 

g Rom. viii. 13. If ye live after the fle(h, ye hall die. 

‘r Plalm xviii. 46, 47. The Lord liveth, and bleffed bé my rock: 
and let the God of my falvation be exalted. It is God that avengeth 
me, and fubdueth the people under me. 

s Pfalm lv. 6. And I faid, O that I had wings like a’dove! for 
then would I fly away, and be at reft. And exx. 5. Wo is me, that 


I fojourn in Mefech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar. Rom. viii. ° 


20,—23. For the creature was made {ubject to vanity, not willingly, 
but by reafon of him who had fubjected the fame in hope: becaufe 
the creature itfelf alfo fhall be delivered from.the bondage of corrup- 
tion, into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know. 
that the whole creation groaneth, and travelleth together until now: 
and not only they, but ourfelves alfo, ‘which have the firft-fruits of 
the Spirit, even we ourfelves groan within ourfelves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body: 
grims on the earth, + ache | 
_-u1 Cor, xvi, 13, Watch ye, ftand faft in the faith, quit you like 
men, be {trong. = 


.v. Heb. xii. 1. Let us run with patience the race thatis fet before us. 


w Ifa. xxvii. 16. He that believeth, hall not make hatte. 
‘oo. Jer. vi. 16. Thus faith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways; and 
fee, and afk for»the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 


therein, and ye fhall find reft for your fouls. Heb. x. 19, 20. Having. 


therefore, brethren, boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the blood 
of Jefus, by a new and living way, which he hath confecrated for us, 
through the vail, that is to fay, hisflefh, . 5, otk 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. For now we fee through a glafs, darkly ; but 
then face to face: now L know in part; but then fhall I know‘even 
asalfolam known, _ e beg tect a = son 
-z John xvi. 10. Igo to my Father, and ye fee me no more. - 
_ a John xiv. 6, Jefus faith unto him, Iam the way:— no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. | i Sas cenit seca Sue 
4 Ma, xlii, 16. And I will bring the blind by.a way that they knew 
not ; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will 
make darknefs light before them, and crooked things ftraight. Thefe 


> 


THE: BELIEVER ’s 


Pfalm cxvi. 6. 1 was brought | 


+. Heb, xi. 13— And confeffed that they were ftrangers and pil-. 


RDDD LE. 


Though high and out of fight it be, 
Pm in the way, the way’s in me«. 


Tis ftraight¢, yet full of heights and depths¢; 
I keep the way ‘, the way me keeps &. " 

And being that to which I tend, 

My very way’s my journey’s end 4. 
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When I’m in company I groan, 
Becaufe I then am moft alone’; 
Yet, in my clofeft fecrecy, 

Um joyful in my company *. 

’'m heard afar+, without a noife; 
I cry without a lifted voice m: 

Still moving in devotion’s {phere®, 
Yet feldom fteady perfevere. 


I'm heard when anfwer'd foon or late P, 
And heard when I no anfwer get 9; 
Yea, kindly anfwer’d, when refus’d °, 
And friendly treat when harfhly us’d‘. 


things will I do unto them, and not forfake them. Chap. Iv. 4. Be- 
hold, I have given him for a leader and commander to the people. 

c Ifa. xxxv. 8. And an high-way fhall be there, and acvay, and 
it fhall be called the way of holinefs ; the unclean hall not pafs over 
it, but it thall be for thofe: the wayfaring men, though fools, hall 
not err therein. John xv. 4. Abide in me, and I in you. Chap. 
xvii, 23. Lin them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect 
in one, and that the world may know that thou haft fent me, and 
haft loved them, as thou haft loved me. Ver. 26. And I have de- 
clared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love where- 
with thou haft loved me, may be in them, and Tin them. 

d Matth. iii. 3. This is he that was fpoken of by the prophet 
Efaias, faying, The voice of one crying in the wildernefs, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make his paths ftraight. 

é Ifa. xl. 3, 4. The voice of him that crieth in the wildernefs, 
Prepare ye the way ofthe Lord, make ftraight in the defart a high- 
way for our.God. Every valley hall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill fhall be made low: and the crooked fhall be made ftraight, 
and. the rough: places' plain. Chap, xlii. 16. See letter b. Pfalm 
Ixxvii. 13.°Thy way, O God, is in the fanftuary. Ver. Ig. Thy 
way is in the fea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footfteps 
are not known. ; 

J, Plalm xxxvii. 34.. Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and he 
fhall exalt thee to inherit the land, 

§ Pfalm cxxi. 3, 4. He will not fuffer thy foot to be moved: he 
that keepeth thee will not flumber. Behold, he that keepeth Ifrael, 
fhall neither flumber nor fleep. 

b Heb. xii. 22,23, 24. But ye are come unto mount Sion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerufalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general affembly and church 
of the firft-born, which are written in heaven, and to God the judge 
of all, and to the fpirits of juft men made perfe&t, and to Jefus the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of fprinkling, that 
{peaketh better things than that of Abel. 1 Theff. iv. 17. Then 
we which are alive and remain, fhall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and fo fhall we ever be '- 
with the Lord 

? Songi. 7. Tell me, O thou whom my foul loveth, where thou 
feedeft, where thou makeft thy flock to reft at noon: for why fhould 


I be as one that turneth afide by the flocks of thy companions ? 


& Song: vii. 11, 12. Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the 
field: let us lodge in the villages. Let us go up early to the vine- 
yards, let us fee if the vine flourifh, whether the tender grape ap- 
pear, and the pomegranates bud forth: there willl give thee my loves, 

/ Pfalm xx. 6. Now know I, that the Lord faveth his anointed : 
he. will hear him from his holy heaven, with the faving ftrength of 
his right-hand, 

m 1 Sam. i. 13, 14, 15. Now Hannah, fhe fpake in her heart, 


only her lips moved, ‘but her voice was’ not heard: therefore Eli 


thought fhe had been drunken. ‘And Eli faid unto her, How long 
wilt thou be drunken ? put away thy wine from thee. And Hannah 
anfwered and faid, No, my lord ; Iam a woman of a forrowful fpirit : 
T have drunk neither wine nor {trong drink, but have poured out my 
foul before the Lord. t = 

nai Theff. v. 17..Pray-without ceafing, 9 °  * 

o Hofea vi. 4. O Ephraim, what fhall Ido unto thee? O Judah, 
what fhall I do unto thee? for your goodnefs is as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew it goeth away. 

p Ifa. xlix. 8. ‘Thus faith the Lord, In an acceptable time have I 
heard thee, and in a day of falvation have I helped thee. 

q Matth. xxvi. 39. And Jefus went’a little further, and fell on 
his face, and prayed, faying, O my Father, if it be poffible, let this 
cup pafs from me: neverthelefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt, 

r Pfalm xxii. 1, 2, 3. MyGod, my God, why haft thou forfaken 
me? why art thou fo far from helping me, and from the words of 
my roaring? O myGod, I cry in the day-time, but thou heareft 
not; and in the night-feafon, and am not'filent. But thou art holy, 
O thou that inhabiteft the praifes of Hrael 1 8 5°) 8 

J Heb. xi: 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, fo. And ye have forgotten the exhorta- 
tion which {peaketh unto you as unto children, My fon, defpife not 


GO'is: PEE 


My fervent pray’rs ne’er did prevails, 
Nor e’er of prevalency fail *. 

I wreftle till my ftrength be fpent ", 

Yet yield when ftrong recruits are fent’. 


S 
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I languifh for my Hufband’s charms *, 
Yet faint away when in his arms *. 

My fweeteft health does ficknefs prove ; 
When love me heals, I’m fick of love ¥. 


{am moft merry when I’m fad ?; 
Mott full of forrow when I’m glad +: 
Moft precious when I am moft vile ?, 
And moft at home when in exile‘. 


My bafe and honourable birth _ 
Excites my mourning and my mirth ¢, 


thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint wheh thou art rebuked of 
him. For whom the Lord loveth, he chafteneth, and fcourgeth every 
fon whom he receiveth. If ye endure chaftening, God dealeth with 
you as with fons: for what fon is he whom the father chafteneth not? 
But if ye are without chaftifement, whereof all are partakers, then are 
ye baftards, and notfons. Furthermore, we have had fathers of out 
fiefh, which corrected us, and we gave them reverence : fhall we not 
much rather be in fubje€tion unto the Father of fpirits, and live? 
For they verily for a. few days chaftened us after their own pleafure; 
but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holinefs. 

s Dan. ix. 18, 19. O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open 
thine eyes, and behold our defolations, and the city which is called 
by, thy name: for we do not prefent our fupplications before thee for 
our righteoufneffes, but for thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O 
Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine own 
fake, O my God: for thy city, and thy people are called by thy name. 

t James v. 16. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. 

wu Gen. xxxli, 24, 25. And Jacob was left alone : and there wreftled 
a man with him until the breaking of the day. And when he faw 
that. he prevailed not again{t him, he touched the hollow of his thigh: 
and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wreftled with 
him. ; 

v Pfalm cxxxviiis 3, In the day when I cried, thou anfwered{t me: 
and ftrengthenedft me with ftrength in my fouk, Gen. xviii. 32, 33. 
And he faid, O let not the Lord be angry, and I will fpeak yet 
but this once: peradventure ten fhall be found there. And he faid, 
I will not deftroy it for ten’s fake. And the Lord went his way, as 
foon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham return- 
ed unto his place, 

w Pfalm Ixiii. 2. My fleth longeth to fee thy power and thy glory, 
fo as I have feen thee in the fanétuary. And xxvii. 4, One thing 
have I defired of the Lord, that will I feek after, that I may dwell in 
the houfe of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. 

x Rev. i. 17. And when J faw him, I fell at his feet as dead: 
and he laid his right-hand upon me, faying unto me, Fear net; Iam 
the firft and the laft, 

y Song ii. 4, 5. He brought me to the banquetting-houfe, and 
his banner over me was love. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with 
apples; for I am fick of love. 

z 2Cor. vii. 10. For godly forrow worketh repentance unto fal- 
vation not to be repented of. Eccl. vii..3: Sorrow is better than laugh- 


ter; for by the fadnefs of the countenance the heart is made bet- 


ter. 

a Prov. xiv. 13. Even in laughter the heart is forrowful; and 
the end of that mirth is heavinefs, 

4 Job xl. 4. Behold, Iam vile ! what fhall I anfwer thee? I will 
lay mine hand upon my mouth, Chap. xlii. 5, 6, Ihave heard of 
thee by the hearing of.the ear: but now mine eye feeth thee, 
Wherefore { abhor myfelf and repent in duft and afhes. Jer. xxxi. 
18, 19, 20. I have fuxely heard Ephraim bemoaning himfelf thus, 
Thou haft chaftifed me, and I was chaftifed, as a bullock unaccuftem- 
ed to the yoke: turn thou me, and I hall be turned ; for thou art 
the Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and 
after that I was inftru&ed, I {mote upen my thigh: I was athamed, 
yea, even confounded, becaufe I did bear the reproach of my youth. 
Is Ephraim my dear fon? is hea pleafant child? for fince I {pake 
again{ft him, I do earneftly remember him ftill: therefore my bowels 
are troubled for him; I will furely have.mercy upon him, faith the 
Lord. 

¢ Ezek. i. 1. Now it came to pafs in the thirtieth year, in the 
fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, (as I was among the 
captives by the river of Chebar,) that the heavens were opened, and 
I faw vifions of God. Rev. i. 9, 10. I John, who alfo am your 
brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and pa- 
tience of Jefus Chrift, was in the ifle that is called Patmos, for the 
word of God, and for the teftimony of Jefus Chrift. I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a 
trumpet, Ge. John xvi. 32, Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now 
come, that ye fhall be fcattered, every man to his own, and fhall leave 
me alone: and yet Iam not alone, becaufe the Father is with me. 

d Ezek. xvi. 3, 4. Thus faith the Lord God unto Jerufalem, Thy 
birth, and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan, thy father was an 


ONNETS. Part Ill 


I’m poor, yet ftor’d with untold rent ¢; 
Moft weak, and yet omnipotent‘. 


On earth there’s none fo great and high 8, 
Nor yet fo low and mean as [}; 

None or fo foolifhi, or fo wife*; 

So often fall, fo often rife}. 


I feeing him I never faw™, 

Serve without fear, and yet with awe ®. 
Though love, when perfect, fear remove °; 
Yet moft I fear when moft I love P. 


All things are lawful unto me 9, 
Yet many things unlawful be': 
To fome I perfect hatred bear §, 

Yet keep the law of love'entire * 


Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite. ‘And as for thy nativity in the 
day thou waft born, thy navel was not cut, neither waft thou wafhed 
in water to fupple thee: thou waft not falted at all, nor fwaddled at 
all. John i. 13. Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God. Pfalm li. 5. Behold, 
I was fhapen in iniquity: and in fin did my mother conceive me. 
1 Pet. i. 3. Bleffled be the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
which according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto 
a lively hope, by the refurreétion of Jefus Chrift from the dead. ~ 

e Rev. iii.17. Becaufe thou fayeft, Iam rich, and increafed with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and knoweft not that thou art 
wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked. TI counfel 
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayft be rich; and 
white raiment, that thou mayft be’ clothed, and that the fhame of 
thy nakednefs do not appear ; and anoint thine eyes with eye-falve, 
that thou mayft fee. Eph. iii. 8. Unto me who am lefs than the leaft 
of all faints, is this grace given, that I fhould preach among the Gen- 
tiles the unfearchable riches of Chrift. 

f John xv. 5. Without me yecan do nothing. Phil. iv. 13. I can 
do all things through Chrift which ftrengtheneth me. 

g Pfalm xvi. 3. But to the faints that ate in the earth, and to the 
excellent in whom is all my delight. Tfa. xliii' 4. Since thou waft 
precious in my fight, thou haft been honourable, and I have loved 
thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. ©‘ 

b Eph. iii. 8. See lettere, 1 Tim, iii. 15. This is a ‘faithful 
faying, and worthy of all acceptation, ‘that Chrift Jefus came into the 
world to fave finners; of whom I am chief, 

2 Pfal. lxxiii. 22. So foolifh was I and ignorant : I ‘was as a beaft 
before thee. Prov. xxx. 2, 3. Surely I am more brutifh than any 
man, and have not the underftanding of:a man. I neither learned 
wifdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy. 

k 1 Cor. i. 30. But of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God is 
made unto us wifdom, &c. Matth. xi. 25, 26. At that time Jefus 
anfwered and faid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, becaufe thou haft hid thefe things from the wife and prudent, 
and haft revealed them unto babes. Even fo, Father, for fo it feemed 
good in thy fight. Chap. xiii. 11. Jefus anfwered and faid unto 
them, Becaufe it is given unto you to know the myfteries of the king- 
dom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

/ Prov. xxiv. 16, A juft man falleth feven times, and rifeth up 
again, 

m 1 Pet. i, 8. Whotn having not feen, ye loves in whom though 
now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpedkable, 
and full of glory. Heb. xi. 1. Now faith is the fubftance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not feen. 

mn Luke i. 74, That he would grant unto us, that we being de- 
livered out of the hand of our enemies, might ferve him without fear, 
Heb. xii. 28. Whereforé we receiving a kingdom which cannot be 
moved, let us have grace whereby we may ferve God acceptably, with 
reverence and godly fear. ~ . ° 

o t John iv. 18. There is-no fear in love; but perfect love caft- 
eth out fear: becaufe fear hath torment: he that feareth, is not 
made perfect iii love. 

p Jer. xxxiii. 9. And it hall be to me a name of joy, of praife, 
and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which fhall hear all 
the good that I do unto them: and they ‘hall fear and tremble for 
all the goodnefs, and forall the profperity that I procure unto it, 
Hofea iii. 5. Afterwards hall the children of Ifrael return, and feek 
the Lord their God, and David their king, and fhall fear the Lord, 
and his goodnefs in the latter days. 

q 1 Cor. vi. 12. All things are lawful unto me, but all things are 

not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought 
under the power of any. 
“-r Exod. xx. 1,—17. And God fpake all thefe words, faying; I am 
the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage. Thou thalt have no other gods 
before me, ec. 2 ; 

Sf Pfalm cxxxix. 21, 22. Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate 
thee? and am not I grieved with thofe that rife up againft thee? I 
hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies. 

5 2 Chron, xix. 2, And Jehu the fon of Hanani the feer, went 
out to meet him, and faid to king Jehofhaphat, Shouldft thou help 
the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord? therefore is wrath 
upon thee from before the Lord, 5 ee i 
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Sect. V. 


I’m bound to love my friends‘, but yet 
I fin unlefs I do them hate ™: 

I am oblig’d to:hate my foes , 

Yet bound to love and pray for thofe *. 


Heart-love to man! I’m call’d.t’ impart, 
Yet God ftill calls for all my heart *. 

I do him and: his fervice both 

By nature love ¥, by nature-lothe’. 


Viinsaphseaen pie BOs 


Myfteries about Flefh and Spirit, Liberty and Bondage, 
| Life, and Death. ; 


_#f UCH like my. heart.both falfe and true 4, 
M | have a name, both old and new >. 
No new thing is beneath the fun °; 

Yet all is new, and old things gone’. 
Though in my flefh dwells no good thing *; 
Yet Chriin me I joyful fing *. 


t Lev. xix. 18. Thou fhalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge a- 
gainft the children of thy people; but thou fhalt love thy neighbour 
as thyfelf: I am the Lord. 
~ q@ Duke xiv. 26, If any man come toeme, and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and filters, yea, 
and his'own life alfo, he catinot be my difciple. 

“wViz. ‘As they are the foes of God, Judg..v. 31. So let all thine 
enemies ‘perifh,’ O' Lord: but let them that love him, be as the fun 
when he ‘goeth forth in his might. Pfalm ‘xvii. 13, 14. Arife, O 
Lord, difappoint him, caft him down: deliver my foul from the 
wicked, which is thy fword : from’men which are thy hand, O Lord, 
from men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and 
whofe’ belly thou filleft with thy hid treafure: they are full of chil- 
dren’, and leave the reft of their fubftance to their babes. 

~—w Matth. v. 44. But I fay unto’ you, Love your enemies, blefs 
them that curfe you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute'you.. 

“>t Matth. xix. i9.° Jefus faith unto him, Thou fhalt love thy 
neighbour’ asthyfelf.. Chap: xxii. 37. Thou halt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. 
~y 1 John v. 2. By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and keep his commandments. 

oz ‘Rom, viii. 7. The carnal mind is enmity againft God : for it is 
not fubjeét to the law of God, neither indeed: can be. Col. i. 21. 
And-you that were fometime alienated, and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. 

@ jer. xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful above all things, and defpe- 
rately wicked, who can know it? Heb. x. 22. Let us draw near 
with a true heart, in fullaffurance of faith, having our hearts {prink- 
led from an evil confcience, and our bodies wafhed with pure water. 

“6 Rom. ix. 25, 26. As he faith alfo in Ofee, I will call them my 
people, which were not my people; and her, beloved, which was not 
beloved. And it fhall come to pafs, that in the place where it was 
faid unto them, Ye are not my people; there fhall they be called, 
The children of the living God. Rev. ii. 17. He that hath an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit faith unto the churches. To him that 
overcometh will I give to.eat of the hidden manna, and will give him 
a white ftone,. and in the ftonea new name-written, which no man 
knoweth, faving he that receiveth it. Chap, iii. 12. Him, that over- 
cometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he fhall go 
ho more out: and Iwill write upon him the name of my God, and 
thename of the city ef my God, which is new Jerufalem, which 
cometh down out of heaven from my God, and Iwill write upon him 
my new name. at 

¢ Eccl. i.. 9. The thing that hath been, is that which fhall be ; 
_ and that which is done, is that which fhall be done: and there is no 
new thing under the fun. ; 

@ 2Cor. v. 17. If any man be in Chrift, he is a new creature: 
‘old things are paft away, behold, all things are become new. Rev. 
xxi. §. And he that fat upon the throne, faid, Behold, I make all 
things new. met 
_ ¢ Rom, vii. 18. For 1 know, that in me, (that is, in my flefh) 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is prefent with me, but how to 
perform that which is good, I find not. 

Ff Col. i. 27. To whom God would make known what is the 


riches of the glory of this myftery among the Gentiles; which is : 


Chrift in you, the hope of glory. 

‘& Rom. vii. 14,-—20. For we know that the law is {piritual: but 
Tam carnal, fold under fin. For that which I do, I allow not: for 
what I would, that 1 do not; but what I hate, that do I. If then I 
do that which I would not, I confent unto the law, that it is good. 
Now then, it isno more I that do it, but. fin that dwelleth in me. 
For I know that in me (that is, in my flefh) dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is prefent with me, but how to perform that which is good, 
i find not, For the good that I would, I donot: but the evil which 
I would not, that Ido. Now, if I do that I would not, it is no more 

[that do it, but fin that dwelleth in me, 1 John iii. 9, Whofoever 
is born of God, doth not commit fin; for his feed remaineth in him: 
and he cannot fin, becaufe he is bofn of God. 
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THE. BEWMMENE R’s 


REDDL E. 


Sin I confefs, and I deny : y+ 
For, though I fin, it is not Ls; 


I fin againft, and with my willa; 

('m innocent, yet guilty ftilli. 
Though fain I'd be the greateft faints. 
To be the leaft'I’d be content}. 


My lownefs may my height ‘evince ®, 
I'm both a beggar and a prince ». 
With meaneft fubjects I appear °, 
With kings a royal fceptre bear P. 


I’m both unfetter’d and inyolv’d 4; 
By law condemn’d, by law abfolv’d *: 
My guilt condignly punifh’d fee, 

Yet I the guilty wretch go free ‘. 


My gain did by my lofs begin °; 

My righteoufnefs commence’d by fin *; 
My perfect peace by bloody -firife ¥ ; 
Life is my death, and death my life ¥. 


h Rom, vii. 21,—25. I find then a law, that when I would do 
good, evil is prefent with me. For I delight in the law of God, after 
the inward man. But I fee another law in my members, warring 
againft the law of my mind, and bringing mé into captivity-to the 
law of fin, which:is in my'members. O wretched man that I am! 
who fhall deliver me from the body of this death? I thank God, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. So then, with the mind I myfelf 
ferve the law of God; but with the fleth the law of fin. 

i Pfal. xix. 13. Keep back thy fervant alfo from prefumptuous 
fins, let them not have dominion over me: then fhall I be upright, 
and I fhall be innocent from the great tranfgreffion, And cxxx. 3. 
If thou, Lord, fhouldft mark iniquities: O Lord, who fhall ftand? 

k Pfal. xxvii. 4. One thing have I defired of the Lord, that will 
I feck after, ‘thar may dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his 
temple; 

! Pfal. Ixxxiv. 10. For a day in thy courts is better than a thou- 
fand: [had ‘rather be a door-keeper in the houfe of my God, than 
to dwell'in the tents of ‘wickednefs. 

m Jobiv: 11. Tosfet up on high thofe that be low; that thofe 
which mourn may: be exalted to fafety. 

a 1 Sam, ii. 8.. The Lord raifeth up the poor out of the duft, and 
lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to fet them among princes, 
and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of the 
earth are the Lord’s, and-he hath fet the world upon them, Gen. 
Xxxii. 28. And the angel faid, Thy name fhall be called no more 
Jacob, but Ifrael: for as a prince thou haft power with God and with 
men, and haft prevailed. Rev, i. 5, 6, Unto him that loved us, 
and wathed us from our fins in his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priefts unto God and his Father; to him be glory and do- 
minion for ever and ever, Amen. 

6 Phil. ii.. ro, That at the name of Jefus every knee fhould bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth, 
Heb, i. 6. And again, when he bringeth the firft-begotten into the 
world, he faith, And let all the angels of God worfhip him, 

p Rev. ii. 26, 27. And he that overcometh, and keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him willl give power over the nations: (and ‘ 
he fhall rule them with a rod of iron: .as the veflels of a potter fhall 
they be broken to fhivers) even as I received of my Father. 

qg Pfal. cxvi. 16. Oh Lord, truly Lam thy fervant, Iam thy fer- 
vant, and the fon of thy handmaid: thou haft loofed my bonds, 
Rom. vii. 23. But I fee another law in my members, warring againft 
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin, 
which is in my members, 

r i John iii. 20. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, and knoweth all things, Rom, viii. 1. There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them whigh are in Chrift Jefus, 
who walk not after the flefh, but after the. Spirit. Ver. 33, 34. 
Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elett ? It is God that 
juftifieth: who is he that condemneth? It is Chrift that died, yea 
rather, that is rifen again, who is even at the right-hand of God, 
who alfo maketh interceffion for us. 

s Gal. iii, 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, 
being made a curfe for us: for itis written, Curfed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree. 

t Rom. iii. 23, 24. For all have finned, and come fhort of the 
glory of God; being juftified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Jefus Chrift. > 

w Rom. iii. 5. But if our unrightcoufnefs commend the righteouf- 
ne{s of God, what fhall we fay? Chap. ¥. 20, 21. But where fin 
abounded, grace did much more abound: that as fin hath reigned 
unto death, even fo might grace reign through righteoufpefs uato 
eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our Lord, : 

v Col. i. 20. And (having made peace through the blood of his 
crofs) by him to reconcile all things unto himfelf; by him, I fay, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. ioe 

w The life of fin is our death, 1 Tim. v. 6. But the that liveth in 


- pleafure, is dead while fhe liveth. The death of Chrift our life, 2 Cor, 


v. 14, 15. For the love of Chrift conftraineth. us, becaufe. we thus 


75 . Pend ¢ 


- God’s elect ? 


622 GOSPEL 


“I’m (in this préfent life I know) 
A captive and a free-man too *; 
And though my death can’t fet me free, 
It will perfe&t my liberty ¥. 


Tam not worth a dufty grain, 

_ Yet more than worlds of golden gain ; 
Though worthlefs I myfelf endite, 
Yet fhall as worthy walk in white ”. 


mE.C. 7. , Vi. 


The Myfery of free JuSTIFICA TION through 
Curust’s Obedience and Satisfaction, ..~ 


O creature ever could or will 
For fin yield fatisfaction full *; 
Yet juftice from the creature’s hand 
Both fought and got its full demand >. 


Hence though I am, as well I know, 
A debtor‘, yet I nothing owe@. 

My creditor has nought to fay °, 

¥et never had Laught to pay 


jude; that if one died for all, then were all dead : and that he died 
forall, ‘that they which live, fhould not henceforth live unto them- 
felves, ‘but unto him which died for them, and rofe again, 

x Rom. vii. 23. See letter y. Chap. viii. 2. For the law of 
the Spirit of life, in Chrift Jefus, hath made me free from the law of 
fin and! death. 

y John viii, 36. If the Son therefore fhall make you free, ye fhall 
be free’'indeed. Rev. xiv. 13. And I heard a voice from’ heaven, 
faying unto me, Write, Blefled are the dead which die in the Lord, 
from henceforth: Yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reft from their 
labours, and their works do follow them. 2 Cor. v. 4. For we 
that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that 
awe would be unclothed but clothed upon, that mortality might be 
f{wallowed up of life. 

z Gen. xxxii, ro, I am not worthy of the leaft of all the mercies, 
and of all the truth, which thou haft thewed unto thy fervant; for 
with my ftaff I pafled over this Jordan, and now I am become two 
bands. Rev. iii. 4. Thou haft a few names even in Sardis, which 
have not defiled their garments ; and they shall walk with mein white: 
for they are worthy. 

a Pfal, xlix. 8. For the redemption of their foul is precious, and 
it ceafeth for ever, Ifa, xl. 16.’ And Lebanon is not fufficient to 
Burn, nor all the beafts thereof for a burnt-offering, 

b’Pfal. xl. 6, Sacrifice and offering thou didft not defire, mine 
ears thou haft openéd: burnt-offering and fin-offering haft thou not 
required. Heb. x. 5, 6, 7. Wherefore when he cometh into the 
world, he faith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldft not, but a body 
haft thou prepared me: in burnt-offerings and facrifices for fin thou 
haft had no pleafure: then faid I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the 
book it is written of me) to do thy will, O God. Eph. v. 2. Chrift 
fiath loved us, and hath given himfelf for us, an offering and a fa- 
crifice to Ged for a fWeet-fmelling favour. 

é Mat. vi. 12. Afid forgive us otir debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

d Rom, ili, 24, 25. Being juftified freely by his grace, through 
the redemptidn that i in Jefus Chrift: whom God hath fet forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to. declare his righte- 
oufnels for the temiffion of fins that are paft, through the forbear- 
ance of God. Heb. x. 14. For by one offering he hath perfected 
for ever them that are fan¢tified, 

e Rom. viii. 33, 34. Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of 
It is God that juftifieth: who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Chrift that died, yea rather, that is rifen again, who is even at 
the right-haid of God, who alfo maketh interceffion for us. 

_f Rom. -v. 6. For when we were yet without ftrength, in due 
time Chrift died for the ungodly, Ver. 8. But God comniendeth 
his love towards us, in that while we were yet finners, Chrift died 
for us. 

g Ats xiii. 38, 39. Beit known unto you therefore, inen and 
brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgivenefs 
of fins: and by him all that believe are juftified from all things from 
which ye could not be juftified by the law of Mofes, —y, 

h Rom. iii. 24, 25. See letter d. Chap. viii, 32. He {pared 


{ 


“not his own Son, but'delivered him up for usall. 
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t 


. . becanfe we are not under the law, but under 
~ -w Rom. v. 17, 18, 19. They which receive abundance of gracé, 


SONNETS. ~ Parr HE 


He freely pardon’d every mite 8; | 
Yet would no fingle farthing quit *, 
Hence ev’ry blifs that falls tome _ 
Is dearly bought, yet wholly. free’ 


All pardon that I néed I have, 

Yet daily pardon ‘need to ctave * 

The law’s arreft keeps me in awe}, 

But yet ’gainft me thereis ho law ™. 
Though truth my juft damnation crave ®, 
Yet truth’s engag’d my foul to fave °. 

My whole falvation comes by this, 
Fair truth and mercy’s mutual kifs P. 
Law-breakers ne’er its curfé have mifs’d ; 
But I ne’er kept it, yet am blefs’d 4. 

I can’t be juftify’d by it®,) 984 

And yet it can’t but me acquit®” 

I’m not oblig’d to keep it’moré’, © PO ~ 
Yet more oblig’d than e’er before *): ~~~" ' 
By perfect doing life I find *, 

Yet de and dive no more me bind %. 


not, for thine own fake, Omy God: for thy city, and thy people © 
are called by thy name. . rote feta 

] Pfal. cxix. 120. My flefh trembleth.for fear of thee, and Tam 
afraid of thy judgments... Rém. vii. 9. I was alive without. the law 
once: but when the commandment came, -fin revived, and I died 
Ver. 13. Was then. that which is good, made death unto me? Go 
forbid. But fin that it might appear fin, working death in me by 
that which is good; that fin by the commandment might become 
exceeding finful, site J 

m Gal. v. 23. The fruit of the Spirit is—meeknefs, temperance; 
againft fuch there is no Jaw. :2.Tim. i. 9,.Knowing this; that the . 
law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawlefs and difobe- 
dient, yc. Le oct « ah 3 

n Ezek. xviii, 4. The foul:that finneth, it hall die. 9, . 

o 1 Tim. i. 15, This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all.ac- 
ceptation, that Chrift Jefus came into the world to. fave fianers;; of 
whom I am chief. is tecdttey bre puege et {cli Geb 

p Pfal. Ixxxv. 10. Mercy and truth’are met together: sighteouf- 
nefs and peace have kiffed éach other, ' wok sae nee 

g Gal. iii, 16, As many as are of the works of the law,,are un= 
der the curfe: for it is written, Curfed is every one'that continueth 
not in all things written in the book of the law to do them. Ver.13, 
14. Chrift hath redeemed.us from the curfe/of the law, being made 
acurfe for us: for it is written, ‘Curfed is every One that-hangeth.on 
a tree: that the bleffing of Abraham might come’on ‘the Gentiles 
through Jefus Chrift; that we might receive the promife of the Spirit 
through faith. a 

y Rom. iii. 20. Therefore by the deeds of the the law, there 
fhall no flefh be juftified in his fight: for by thelaw is the knowledge 
of fin. Gal. ii. 16. Knowing that a ‘man is not juftifiedyby the 
works of the law, but by thé faith of Jefus Chrift, even we have be- 
lieved in’ Jefus Chrift; that we might: be juftified by the faith of 
Chrift, and not.by the works of the Jaw: for by the works of the - 
law fhall no flefh. be juftified. Chap. iii. 11. But that no man is 
juftified by the law in the fight of God, it is evident: for, The juft 
fhall live by faith. anere sate Bal ol 

Sf Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore’ new:no: condemnation to them 
which are in Chrift Jefus.') Ver...3, 4: For What the law could not 
do, in that it was weak throughthe-flefh; God fending his own Son, 
in the likenefs of finful fief, and'for. fin condemned fin in the flefh ; 
that the righteoufnefs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the flefh, but after the Spirit}: .2 Cor. v. 21. For he hath 
made him to be fin for us, who knew no fin; that we might be made 
the righteoufnefs of God in him. Rom. fii. 26, To declare, I fay; 
at this time his righteoufhefs ; that he might be juft, and the juftifier 
of him which believeth in Jefus. 

s Rom: vi. 14. Sin fhall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. Gal. v. 1,—4, Stand faft 
théréfore in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us free, and be 
not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul fay . 
unto you, thatif ye be circumeifed, Chrift fhall profit you nothing. 
For I teftify again to every man that is circumcifed, that he isa debtor 
to do the whole law. Chrift is become of no effect unto you, who- 
foever of you are juftified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

¢ Rom. vi. 1, 2: What hall we fay then? fhall we continue in 
fin that grace may abound? God forbid: how fhall we that are dead 
to fin, live any longer therein? Ver. 15. What then? thall we fin; 
grace? God forbid. 


and of the gift of righteoufnels, fhall reign in life by-one, Jefus 
Chrift.— By the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came upon all 
mei unte juftification of life. —By the obedience of one fhall many 
be made righteous. A | ap rs fisoe 

v Rom. x. §,—9. For Mofes defcribeth the righteoufnefs whicli 
is of the law, That the man which doth thofe things, hall live by 
them. But the righteoufnefs which is of faith fpeaketh on this wife, 


Say not in thine heart, Who fhall afcend into heaven? (that is, to 


“~ 


# 
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Sect. Vil, THE 


Thefe terms no change can undergo, 
Yet fweetly chang’d they are”; for lo, 
My doing caus’d my Ufe*, but now, — 
My “fe’s the caufe that makes me do ¥. 


Though works of rightcou/ne/s 1 {tore *, 
Yet rightcou/ne/s,of works abhor +. 

For righteoufnefs without a flaw 

Is righteoune/s "without the law >. 


In duty’s way I’m bound. to ly ¢, 

Yet out of duties bound to fly¢: . 
Hence merit | renounce, with {hame ¢, 
Yet right to life by merit claim‘. 


Merit of perfect righteoufnefs 

I never had 8, yet never mifs 5; 
- On this condition I have allt, - 

Yet all is unconditional’... 


Though freeft merey I implore}, 
Yet I-am fafe on juftice’ fcore™, 
Which never could the guilty free*, 
Yet fully clears moft guilty me °. 


bring Chrift down from: above';)- of; Whio-sthall defcend into the 
deep? (that is, to bring’up.Chrift again from the dead ;) but what 
faith it? The word is nigh thee, even’in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart: that is the word of faith which we preach, That if thou fhalt 
confefs with,thy; mouth the Lord Jefus, and. halt believe, in thine 
heart,; that; God; hath raifed him from the dead, thou fhalt be faved. 
ew Romsdii..31~ Do we then make void the law through faith? 
God forbid: yea, we eftablith the law. 

& Rom. x5: See letteriv. 

y-John xiveag. Becaufedlive, ye thalllive alfo. Chap. xv. 5. I 
am the,vines.yeyare the branches: he that abideth in me, and 1 in 
him, the fare bringeth forth much fruit; for without. me ye can 
do nothing. Rom, vii. 4.) Wherefore, ‘my brethren, ye alfo are be- 
come dead>to thelaw by the body of:Chrift; that ye fhould be mar- 
ridd to; ariother,, evento him; who is raifed from the dead, that we 
fhould bring, forth fruit unto God. Ezek. xxxvi. 27. AndI will put 
my. Spirit within-you, and,caufe you to walk in my ftatutes, and ye 
fhall'keep iniy judgments; and dothem. 

z Phil, i. 11. Being filled with the fruits of righteoufnefs, which 
are, by Jefus)Chrift. unto the,glory’and:praiferof Gods... 

.»@ Phil,aik 9. -And be found in him, not, having mine own righte- 
oufnels, which is of the Jaw, but ‘that, which is through the faith 
of Ghrift;:, the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith. . Ifa. lxiv. 6, 
All.our righteoufnefs are as filthy rags... “Romsiivs 6; Even as David 
alfo defcribed the bleffednefs of the man wate whom God imputeth 
rightéoufnefs without works. noct'l 

. 6 Rom, iii, 20, .21, 22. Therefore, by the-déeds of the law, there 
fhall,no)fleth be juftfied in his fights:‘forby rhe‘aw is the knowledge 
of fins) But-now. the.tighteoufnefs of Godiwithout the law is mani- 
feted, being witnefled by. the law and thé prophets; even the righ- 
teou{nefs of God whichis by faith of Jefus Chrift unto all, and up- 
on all them that believe; for. there is ‘ho difference. 

.-¢) Prov, viii, 34. Blefled jis: the tan that heareth me, watching 
daily at'my gates, waiting’ at the pofts of my doors. a Stal 

d Ma. ivi, 12. 1 will. declare thy righteoufnels, and thy works, 
for they.fhall not, profit; thee, --Luke:xviiiao. When ye. fhall have 
done all thofe things which are commanded: you, fay, Weare unpro- 
fitablefervants: we have done that which\ was our duty to do. 

_-¢ Pfal, xvi. 2. O my foul, thou haft faid. unto the Lord, Thow 
art my Lord: my goodnefs extendeth not to thee... Ezek. xxxvis 32. 


. Not for your fakes do L this, faith the Lord God,. be it knowr unto 


your be afhamed and confounded for your own ways, O houfe: of 
dele sentient ey 2 10) 

a Ff Romyv..18; 19. By. the: tighteoufnefs:of one, the free gift came 
upon all mén unto juftification of life:—-By the obedience of! one, 
fhall many be made righteous! “Ha. xlv.;24, 25. Surely, fhall one 
fay, In the Lord have I righteoufnefs and ftrength: even to him fhall 
then come; and all that are incenf{edagainft him thall be afhamed.©.In 
the Lord. fhall all ‘the feed, of Ifrael. be juftified, and fhall glory. 


_ ing Rom. iii, 9, 10, What then? aré we better ‘than they? No, in 


no wife: for we have before provéd both Jews and Gentiles, that 
they ar¢ all whder fin; as it is written, There is. none righteous, no 
not one. Ven, 19. Now we know, that. what things foever the law 
faith; it faith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may 
be ftopped;-and-all:the: world may become guilty before God. 


| Ay Vor. 39. But of him are-ye! ineChrift Jefus,. who of God is 
‘4 it 


2 WN tO: NS; == efs. Ifa.xlv.2y. iSee letter f. Jérsexiii6, 
In his days Judahsthall be faved, and. Ifrael(fiall dwell fafely: and 
this is his name whereby he thall be:called, Tar Lorp: our RIGH- 
TEOUSNESS. oh ets foie) ots 3 oh wakes frees ot tor =o 
. # La, xi. 21. The Lord is well-pleafed for his righteoufnefs’ fakes 
he will magnify the law, and: make it honourable. Matth, iii. "1 5. 
Thus-it becometh us to fulfil all righteoufnefs. . Ver. 17. And-lo, a 
voice from heaven, faying, This is my beloved Son, in whorh Lam 
well-pleafed. oir 

_ & Ha, lv. 1. Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye to the waters, 


BELIEVER"s 


RIDDLE. <> pa 


SECT. VU. 


The Myfery of Gov the Fuftifier, Rom. iii, 26. jufti- 
ed both in, bis juftifying and condemning ; or, Soul- 
jupification and Self-condemnation, 


N Y Fefus needs not fave'2, yet mutt >; 
. He is my- hopes, I ant his trutt 4, 

He paid the double debt, well known 

To be all:mine; yet all his owne, | 


Hence, though'I ne’er, had more or lefs 
Of juftice-pleafing righteoufnefs £, | 
Yet here is one wrought to:my hand 


As full as juftice can demand 8.' 
By this my Judge.is more appeas’d 
Than e’er my fin his honour les’d 4, 
Yea, juftice can't be pleas’d fo well 
By all the torments borne in hell i. 


3 


and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. Rev. xxii. 17, 
Whofoever will, let'him take the water of life freely. 

1-Pfal. li. 1. Have mercy upon me, ‘O God, according ‘to thy lov- 
ing-kindnefs: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot 
out my tranfgreffions. 

m Roi, iii, 24, 25, '26. Being juftified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jefus Chrift: whom God hath fet 
forth to’ be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declate his 
righteonfnefs for the remiffion’ of fins that are paft, through”the for- 
bearance of God; to declare, I fay, at this time his righteoufnefs : 
that he might be juft, and the juftifier of him which believeth in Je- 
fis. . 1 John i. 9. If we confefs our fins, he is faithful, and jaf to 
forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all untighteoufnef! 

nm Exod. °xxxiv. 6, 7, And-the-Lord pafled by before him, and 
proclaimed, The Lord, The Lord God,—that'will by no means clear 
the guilty. 

6 Rom: iv..5. To him that’ worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juftifieth the ungodly,’ his faith is counted for righteoufnels, 
--@ Rom, ix.'5. Chrift is over all, God blefled for ever, : 

“6 John x, 16, And other‘{heep I have, which are not of this fold: 
them alfo I muft bring, and they hall hear my voice; and there hall 
be one fold, and one fhepherd. Ver. 18. No man taketh it [viz. my 
life] from me; but I lay it down of myfelf: Ihave power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have 
I received of my Father. Luke ii. 49. And Jefus {aid unto them 
[viz. Jofeph and his mother,] How is it that ye fought me! wift ye 
not that I mutt be about! ‘try -Father’s ‘bu finefs ? 

¢ Jer, xiv.’8. Othe hope of Ifrael, the Saviour thereof in time of 
trouble, &c. Chap. xvii. 17. Be not a terror unto me; thou art my 
hope in the day of evil. 1 Tim. i. 1. Paul ah apoftle of Jefus Chrift; 
by the commandment of God our Saviour, and'our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
which is our hope. 

@ John xvii. 6, have manifefted ‘thy name unto the men which 
thon gaveft me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavelt 
them me. 2 Tim. i. 12, I know whom I have ‘believed ; and’ ait 
perfuaded that he is able to keep that which Ihave committed unto 
him againft that day, : 

é Ifa. liii.-4, 5, 6. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
forrows: yet we did efteem him ftricken, finitten of God, afd afli€ed, 
But he was’ woundéd for our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our 
iniquities+'the chaftifement of our peace was laid upon him, and with 
his dtripes we are healed. — All we like fheep have gone aftray: we 
have turhed every oné to his own way, and the Lord hath jaid on 
him the iniquity of usall. Ver. 8. For the tranfgreffion of my peo- 
ple was he ftricken, Heb. vii. 22. By {o much was Jefus madea furety 
of a betterteftament, bade. 

f Rom. iii, 9, 10, 19. See letter g forecited, ious 

g Dan ix. ‘24. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, 
and upon thy holy city, to ‘finith the tranfgreffion, and to make an 
end of fins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlafting righteoufnefs, dc. Zech. xiii’ 7. Awake, O fword, a. 
eae the man that is my fellow, faith the Lord of hofts: fitite’ the 

hepherd;und the theep fhall be feattered : and 1 will turn mine hand 
upon the little ones. a RRO eel Prac 

h Rom. v. 8, 9, 16, 11. But God commendeth his love towards us, 
in that-while we were yet finners,) Chrift died for us. “Much more 
then, "being now juftified by his blood, We hall be faved from wrath 
through’ him. For if when we were enemies, we were reconciléd’ to 
God by the death of his Son: much more being reconciled, we fhall 
be faved ‘by his life. And not only fo;‘ but we alfo joy in God, 
through our Lord Jefus’Chrift, by whom ‘we have now received the 
atonement. Heb, ix.14. How much more hall the blood of Chrift, 
who, through the eternal Spirit, offered himfelf without fpot'to God, 
purge your confcience from dead works to ferve the living God? - 
_# Heb. x. 5, 6. Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he 
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624 GOSPEL 


Full fatisfaction here is fuch, 

As hell can never yield fo much *; 
Though juftice therefore might me damn, 
Yet by more juftice fav’d Iam. 


Here ev'ry divine property 

Is to the higheft fet on high ™; 
Hence God his glory would injure, 
If my falvation were not fure >. 


My peace and fafety lies in this, 

My Creditor my Surety is °. 

The judgment-day I dread the lefs, 
My Judge is made my righteoufnefs p. 


He paid out for a bankrupt-crew 
The debt that to himfelf was due; 
And fatisfy’d himfelf for me, 

’ When he did juttice fatisfy 4. 


He to the law, though Lord of it, 
Did moft obediently fubmit'. 

What he ne'er broke, and yét muft die, 
I never kept, yet live muft [4 


faith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldft not, but a body haft thou 
prepared me: in burnt-offerings and facrifices for fin thou haft had 
no pleafure. Ver..14. By one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are fanétified: Ver. 29, Of how much forer punifhment, 
fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 
wherewith he was fanétified, an unholy thing, and hath done defpite 
unto the Spirit of grace? 

k. Rom, vi. 11. See letter. Eph. vy 2. Chrift hath given him- 
felf for us, an offering and a facrifice to God for a fweet-{melling fa- 
vour, 1 Pet, i. 18, 19. Forafmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as filver and gold, from your vain 
converfation received by tradition from your fathers; but with the 
precious blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb without blemifh and without 
fpot. . Gal. iii. 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the 
law, being made’a curfe for us. 

Z 1 Pet. iii, 18. Chrift hath once fuffered for fins, the juft for the 
unjuft,, (that he might bring us to God,) being put to death in the 
flefh, but quickened by the Spirit. Rom, iii, 26. To declare, I fay, 
at this time his righteoufnefs: that he might be juft, and the juftifi- 
er of him which believeth in Jefus. 1 John ii. 2, And heis the pro- 
pitiation for our fins: and not for ours only, but alfo for the fins of 
the whole world. Chap. iv. 10, Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and fent his fon to be the propitiation 
for our fins, 

m Rom. iii. 25. Whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs for the remif- 
fion of fins that are paft, through the forbearance of God. Pfalm 
Ixxxv; 10, Mercy and truth are met together: righteoufnefs and 
peace haye kiffed each other. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. And all things are 
of God, who hath reconciled us to himfelf by Jefus Chrift, and hath 
given to us the miniftry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in 
Chrift reconciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing their trefpaf- 
fes unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconcilia- 
tion,. Ver, 21, For he hath made him to be fin for us, who’ knew 
no fin; that we might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him. 
Luke ii. 14. Glory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, good- 
will towards men, 

a Ifa. xliv. 23. Sing, O heavens; for the Lord hath done it: 
fhout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into finging, ye moun- 
tains, O foreft, and every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and glorified himfelf in Ifrael. Eph. i. 6. To the praife of the 
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the Beloved. 
Ver. 12: That we fhould be to the praife of his glory, who firft 
trufted in Chrift, ; 

o Pfalm cxix. 122.-Be furety to thy fervant for good: let not the 
proud opprefs me. Heb. vii. 22.. By fo much was Jefus made a furety 
of a better teftament; 

é. 1.Cor. i. 30, But of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God is 
made unto us,—righteoufnefs, Chap..xv. 55, 56,57. O-death, 
Whereis thy fting ? O grave, where is thy viétory? The fting of death 
is fin; and the ftrength of fin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, 

q. Zech, xiii. 7. See letter g. Rom. ix. 5. Chrift is over all;*God 


blefled for ever. Phil. ii. 6, 7, 8. Chrift Jefus being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made him-» 


felf of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a fervant, and 
was made in the likenefs of men: and being found in fafhion as a man, 
he humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto death, even'the death 
of the crofs, ae ii 

r Ibid. Gal. iv. 4, 5. But when the fulnefs of time was come, 
God fent forth his Son made of woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the ad- 
doption of fons. ' 
fx Pet. tii, 18, See letter 1, 2Cor. v. a1. See letter m. +1 John 
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SONNETS. 


“PART III. 


The law, which him its keeper kill’d, 
In me its breaker is fulfill’ds; » 

Yea, magnify’d and honour’d more 
Than fin defac’d it e’er before ¢. 


Hence, tho’ the law condemn at large, ’ 
It can lay nothing to my charge"; 

Nor find fuch ground to challenge me, 
As Heav’'n hath found to juftify’. 


But though he freely me remit, 

I never can myfelf acquit ¥. 

My Judge condemns me not, I grant; 
Yet juftify myfelf I can’ts. 


From him I have a pardon got, 
But yet myfelf I pardon noty. 
His rich forgivenefs ftill I have, 
Yet never can myfelf forgive”. 


The more he’s toward me appeas’d, 

The more I’m with myfelf difpleas’d 
The more I am abfolv'd by him, oy 
The more.I do myfelf condemn >, ’ 


iv. 9. In this was mariifefted the love of God towards us, becaufe 
that God fent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him. 

s Rom. vii. 3, 4. For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the flefh,' God fending his own Son} in the likenefs of 
finful flefh, and for fin condemned fin in the flefh: that the righte- 
oufnefs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after ‘the 
flefh, but after the Spirit. 

¢ Ifa. xlii. 21. The Lord is well-pleafed for his righteoufnefs’ fake, 
he will magnify the law, and make it honourable, Rom, v. 18,—21. 
Therefore as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation; even fo by the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift! 
came upon all men unto juftification of life... For as by one man’s 
difobedience, many were made finners; fo by the obedietice of one,’ 
fhall many be made righteous. Moreover, the law entered, that the 
offence might abound: but where fin abounded, grace did much! 
more abound: that/as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo might 
grace reign through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift. 
our Lord, il. 

u Rom, viii. 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them: 
which are in) Chrift Jefus, Ver. 3, 4. See letters. Ver. 33, 24. 
Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of God’s ele€t? It is God that 
juftifieth : who is he that condemneth? It is Chrift that ‘died, yea,’ 
rather that is rifen again, who is even at the right-hand of God, who 
alfo maketh interceflion for us. 

v Job xxxili. 24. Then he is gracious unto him, and faith, 
Deliver him from going down to the pit, { have found a ranfom. 
Rom, iii. 25, 26. Whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs for the re- 
miffion of fins that are paft, through the forbearance of God; to de- 
clare, I fay, at this time his righteoufnefs: that he might be juft, and 
the juftifier of him that believeth in Jefus. 

w 2Sam. xii, 13. And David faid unto Nathan, I have finned a- 
gainft the Lord. And Nathan faid unto David, The Lord alfo hath 
putaway thy fin; thou fhalt not die, Pfal.li. 2, 3. Wath me through- 
ly from mine iniquity, and cleanfé me from my fin. For I acknow- 
ledge my tranfgreffions; and my fin is evet before me. 

x Rom. viii 1, 33. See letter u. Job ix. 20. If 1 juftify myfelf, 
mine own mouth fhall condemn me:if I fay, 1am _perfeét, it hall 
alfo prove me perverfe, 

y 2Cor. vii. 11.. For behold, this felf-fame thing that ye forrowed 
after a godly fort, what carefulnefs it wrought in you; yea, what 
clearing of yourfelves; yea, what indignation; yea, what fear; yea, 
what vehement defire; yea, what zeal; yea, what revenge ? 

\, 2 Ifa. xxxviii. 15. What fhall I fay? he hath both fpoken unto 
me, and himfelf hath done it: I fhall go foftly all my years in the 
bitternefs of my foul. 

a. Ezek. xvi. 63. That thou mayft remember and be confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more becaufe of thy fhame, when I 
am pacified toward thee for all that thou haft done, faith the Lord 
God. t 24 

b Luke xviii. 13, 14. And the publican ftanding afar off, would 
not liftup fo much as. his eyes unto heaven, but {mote upon his breaft, 
faying, God be merciful to me, a finner. I'tell you, this man went 


down to his houfe juftified rather than the other: for every one that 


exalteth himfelf, hall be abafed; and hethat humbleth himfelf thall 
be exalted. Ezek. xxxvi. 31, 32. Then fhall ye remember your own 
evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and hall Jothe your- 
felves in. your own fight, for your iniquities, and for your abomina- 
tions. Not for-your fakes doI this, faith the Lord God, be itknown 
unto you: be afhamed-and confounded for‘your own ways, O houfe 
of Ifrael.., Jer. xxxi. 19. Surely after that Iwas turned, I repented; 
and after that I was inftruéted, I {mote upon my thigh: I was a- 
fhamed, yea, even confounded, becaufe Indid-bear the reproach of 
my youth, err 


~*~. 
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Sect. VIII. 


When he in heav’n dooms me to dwell, 
Then I adjudge myfelf to hell ¢; 

Yet ftill I to his judgment ’gree, 

And clear him for abfolving me 4. 
Thus he clears me, and I him clear, 

J juftify my Juftifier*¢. 

Let him condemn or jutftify, 

From all injuftice I him free 


Ses. bs WL 


The Myftery of SANCTIFICATION imperfect in this 


Life; or, the Believer doing all, and doing nothing. 


INE arms embrace my God 2, yet I 
M Had never arms to reach fo high >; 
His alone me holds¢, yet, lo! 

I hold and will not let him go4, 


e Matth. xxv. 34,— 39. Then fhall the King fay unto them on 
his right-hand, Come, ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom of 
heaven prepared for you, from the foundation of the world, For I 
‘was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirfty, and ye gave 
me drink: I wasa ftranger, and ye took mein: naked and ye cloth- 
ed me: I was fick, and ye vifited me: I was in prifon, and ye came 
unto me, ‘Then fhall the righteous anfwer him, faying, Lord, when 
faw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ?’or thirfty, and gave thee drink? 

“When faw we thee a ftranger, and took ‘thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee? Or when faw we thee fick, or in prifon, and came un- 
“to thee?” 1 Cor.’xi. 31. If we would judge ourfelves, we fhould not 
be judged. Luke-xv. 20,21. And he [viz. the prodigal fon,} a- 
rofe, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, 
his father faw him, and had compaffion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kiffed him. And the fon faid unto him, Father, I have 
finned again{t Heaven, and in thy fight, and am no more worthy to 
~ be called thy fon! Gen. xxxii. 9, 10. And Jacob faid, O God of my 
‘father Abraham, ‘and God of my father Ifaac, the Lord which faidft 
unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will 
“deal well with thee: I'am not worthy of the - leaft of all thy mercies, 
“and of all thy truth, ‘which thou haft fhewed unto. thy fervant ; for 
with my) ftaff I pafled over this Jordan, and now 1 am become two 


od Pfal. li. 4.. Againft thee, thee only, have I finned, and done this 
‘evil'in thy fight: that thou mighteft be juftified when thou {peakeft, 
‘and’ be'clear when thou judgeft. And xi. 7, The righteous Lord 
loveth righteoufnets ; his countenance doth behold the upright. And 
“exlv, 16, 17. Thou openeft thine hand, and fatisfieft the defire of e- 
“very living thing, The Lord is righteous‘in all his ways, and holy 
$a allhis works, Rev. xv. 3. And they fing’ the fong of Mofes the 
 fervant of God, and the fong of the Lamb, faying, Great and mar- 
-vellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; juft and true are thy 
ways, thou King of faints. 38 

“@ Rom. iii. 26. To declare, I fay, at this time his righteoufnefs : 
-that-he might be: juft, and the juftifier ‘of him which believeth in Je- 
fus. Ha! xlv. 21. Thereis no God elfe’befide me, a juft God and a 
Saviour. Ver. 24: Surely, fhall one fay, In the Lord have I righte- 
oufnefs and {trength” Chap. Ixiii, 1. Who'is'this that cometh from 
Edom; with dyed garments from Bozrah? This that is glorious in 
his apparel, travelling in the greatnefs of his ftrength? 1 that {peak 
in righteoufnefs, mighty to fave. Zech. ix.9. Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion; fhout, O daughter of Jerufalem: behold, thy 
‘king cometh unto thee: he’is juft, and having falvation, &c. 

Ff Job xxv. 4, 5, 6. How then can man be juftified with God? or 
how can he be clean that is born of woman? Behold even to the moon, 
and it fhineth not; yea, the ftars are not pure in his fight. How 
much'lefs‘man that is a worm; and the fon of man which isa worm ? 
Pfalm Ixxxix. 14. Juftice and judgment- are the habitation of thy 
throne :-mercy and truth fhall go before thy face. And xcvii. 2. 

“Clouds’atid darknefs are round about him: righteoufnefs and judg- 
‘ment aré the habitation of his throne. ‘Rom. iii, 19, 20. Now we 
know that what things foever the law faith, it faith-to them who are 
under the: law’; that every mouth may be ftopped,-and all the world 
may become guilty before God. Therefore, by the deeds of the law, 
there fhall no fleth be juftified -in his fight: for by the law is the 
knowléedge'of fin. Ver. 23,24, 25. For all have finned, and come 
fhért of the’glory of God; being freely juftified'by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Jefus Chrift :: whom God hath fet forth to 
‘be the propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare: his righte- 
~oufnefs for the remiffion of fins that are paft; through the forbearance 
of God. Pfalm xxii. 2, 3. O my God, I cry in the day-time, but 
-thou heareft nots and in the fight feafon,; and am not filent.. But 
thou art holy, O thou that inhabiteft the praifes of Ifrael © 9 
-@ Songiii, 4. It was but’a little that I paffed from them, but I 
found him whom my foul loveth; I held‘him, and would not let him 
‘go, until I had brought him into my mother’s houfe, and into the 
chamber of her that conceived me. = 5 
& Pfalm Ixi, 2. From ‘the’end of the earth will I cry unto thee, 
‘when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher 
than I, EPLEORME TSA: 4 Sel ie ee) 
»-@ Pfalm, Ixiii. 8. “My foul followeth hard after thee: thy right-hand 


THE OP REVUE VE R’s 


-fwered, and faid, I will not, oc. 


art my Lord: my goodnefs exteadeth not to thee. 


“ne 


RIDDLE. 25 


I do according to his call; 

And yet not I, but he does all¢: 

But though he works to will and dof, 
I without force work freely: too s. 


His will and mine agree full well 4, 
Yet difagree like heaven and helli. 
His nature’s mine *, and mine is his!; 
Yet fo was never that nor this, 


1 know him and his name, yet own 
He and his name can ne’er be known 2. 
His gracious coming makes me do; 
I know he comes, yet know not how °. 


I have no good but what he gave?, | 
Yet he commands the good I havea. 
And though my good to him afcends*, 
My goodnefs to him ne’er extends * 


upholdeth me. Ifa, xli-10, Fear thou not, for Iam with thee; be not 
difmayed, for 1am thy God: I will ftrengthen thee, yea, I will help 
thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the right-hand of my righteoufnefs. 

*d Gen. xxxii. 26. And he [the angel] faid, Let me go, for the day 
breaketh: and he [viz. Jacob] faid, I will not let thee go, except 
thou blefs me. 

e 1 Cor. xv, 10; But by the grace of God I am what I am: and 
his grace which was beftowed on me, was notin vain; but [4aboured 
more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me. Ver. 58. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye fted- 
faft, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, foraf- 
much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

f Phil. ii. 13. It is God which worketh in you, both to will and 
to do of his good pleafure. 

g Pfalm. cx. 3. Thy people thall be willing in the day of thy pow- 
er, And cxvi, 16. Oh Lord, truly I am thy fervant, I am»thy fer- 
vant, and the fon of thy handmaid: thou haft loofed my bonds, 

4 Matth. vi. ro. Thy will be done in earth, as it.is-in’ heaven. 
Pfalm xl. 8. I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is 
within my heart. - ‘ 

?Matth. xxii. 28, 29. A certain man had two fons, and he came 
to the firft, and faid, Son, go work to-day in my vineyard. He an- 
John v. qo. Ye will not come to 
me, that ye:might have life. Matth. xxiii..37..O Jerufalem, Jeru- 
falem, thou that killeft the prophets, and {toneft them which:are fent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her children under her wings, and ye-would 
not. er 

k 2 Pet. i. 4. Whereby are given unto us-exceeding great and pre+ 
cious promifes; that by thefe you might be partakers of the divine 
nature. 

!. Heb. ii. 14. Forafmuch then as the children are partakers of flefh 
and blood, he alfo himfelf likewife took part of the fame. | Ver. 16, 
For verily he took not on him the-nature of angels; but he took on 
him the feed of Abraham, . 

m Ma, xl. 17, 18. All nations before him areas nothing, and they 
are counted to him lefs than nothing, and vanity. To whom then 
will ye liken God? or what likenefs will ye compare unto him? 

n ‘Pfalm ix. 10. They that know thy name will put their. truft in 
thee.:° Prov, xxx. 3, 4. I viz. Agur,] neither learned wifdom, nor 
have the knowledge of the holy. . Who hath afcended up into hea- 
ven, or defcended ? who hath gathered the wind in his fifts? who 
hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath.eftabithed all the 
ends of the earth ?.-whatis his name, and what. is his fon’s name,’ if 
thou canft tell ? ‘ 

o Song iv. 16. Awake, O north wind, and. come, thou fouth 
wind, blow upon my garden, that the {pices thereof may. flow out: 
let my Beloved come into his garden, and: eat his pleafant fruits. 
John iti. 8. The wind bloweth where it lifteth, and thou heareft the 
found thereof, but canft not tell whence it cometh, and whether it 
goeth: {fo is every. one that is born of the Spirit. 

~ 2» Chron, xxix. 14." And David faid;—But who am I, and what 
is my people, that we. fhould. be able tovoffer fo willingly after this 
fort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given 
thee, 2Cor. iii. 5 Not that we are fufficient of ourfelves to think - 


“any thing as of ourfelves:. but our fufficiency is of God. 


g 2Cor, x. 18. For not he that commendeth himfelf is approved, 
but whom the Lord» commendeth. : Rom. xii. 1, 2.1 befeech you 
therefore, brethren, by the merci¢g of God, that ye prefent your bo- 
dies a living facrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your rea- 
fonable fervice. And-be not conformed: to this world: but be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and perfeét will ef God... } 

r Pfalm xxv. 1. Unto thee, O Lord, do 1 lift up my foul. And 
cxli. 2, Let my prayer be fet forth before thee as incenfe ; and the 
lifting up of my hands.-as the evening facrifice. Eph. iii, 12. In 
whom [viz. Jefus Chrift,] we have boldnefs and accefs with confi» 
dence by ‘the faith of him. Heb. x. 19, Having therefore, brethren, 
boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the blood of Jefus, @c. 

S Plalm xvi. 2. O my foul, thou haft faid unto the Lord, Thou 
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I take hold of his cov’nant free *; 

But find it muft take hold of me‘. 
I’m bound to keep it", yet ’tis bail, 
And bound to keep me without fail’. 


The bond on my part cannot laft ", 
Yet on both fides ftands firm and faft*. 
I break my bands at ev'ry fhock, 

Yet never is the bargain broke ’. 


Daily, alas! I difobey *, 

Yet yield obedience ev'ry day *. 
I’m an imperfect perfect man >, 
That can do all, yet nothing can *. 


I’m from beneath“, and from above *, 
A child of wrath £, a child of love §. 
A ftranger e’en where all me know; 
A pilgrim, yet I no where go*. 

I trade abroad, yet ftay at home’; 
My tabernable is my tomb *. 


s Ia. liv. 4. Thus faith the Lord unto the eunuchs that — take 
hold of my covenant, &c. Ver. 6. Alfo the fons of the ftranger, 
that join themfelves to the Lord, to ferve him, and to love the name 
of the Lord, to be his fervants, every one that—taketh hold of my 
covenant, ec. 

t Zech. i. 6. But my words and my ftatutes, which I commanded 
my fervants the prophets, did they not take hold of your fathers ? 
and they returned and faid, Like as the Lord of hofts thought todo 
unto ug, according to our ways, and according to our doings, fo hath 
he dealt with us. Pfal. xc. 2, 3. The Lord thall fend the rod of thy 
ftrength out of Zion: rule thou in the midft of thine enemies. Thy 
people fhall be willing in the day of thy power, Gc. Rom. 1.20. f 
am not afliamed of the gofpel of Chrift: for it is the power of God 
unto falvation, to every one that believeth,. to the Jew firft, and alfo 
to the Greek. 2 Cor. ii. 16.—to the other we are the favour of life 
unto life: and who is fufficient for thefe things? 

u Pfal. ciii. 17, 18. The mercy of the Lord is from everlafting to 
everlafting upon them that fear him: and his righteoufnefs unto child- 
ren’s children: to fuch as keep his covenant, and to thofe that re- 

omember his commandments to do them. John xvii. 6. I have ma- 

nifefted thy name unto the men which thou gaveft me out of the 
world: thine they were, ‘and thou gaveft them me; and they have 
~kept-my word. 

vo Plialm Ixxxix.33,;—36. Neverthelefs, my loving-kindnefs will I 
not utterly take from him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail. My 

-covenant-will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out,of my 
lips. Once have I fworn by my holinefs, that I will not lye unto David. 
His feed hall endure for ever, and his throne as the fun before me, 

wv Pfalinixxxix. 30, 31, 32. If his children forfake my law, and 
walk not in my judgments; if they break my ftatutes, and keep not 
my commandments: then will I vifit their tranfgreffion with the rod, 
and their iniquity with ftripes. 

ox Pfal, Ixxxix. 2, 3, 4. For I have faid, Mercy {halt be built up 
for ever: thy faithfulnefs fhalt thou eftablifh in the very heavens. I 
have made a covenant with my chofen; I have fworn unto David, my 
fervant. Thy feed will I eftablith for ever, and build up thy throne 
to all generations. Ver. 28, 29. My mercy will I keep for him for 
evermore, and my covenant fhall ftand faft with him. His feed alfo 

will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. 

Jer. xxxil. 40, And I will make an everlafting covenant with them, 
that I will not turn away from them, todo them good; but I will 
put my fear in their hearts, that they fhall not depart from me... 

y Pfalm Ixxviii. 37. Their heart was not right with him, neither 
were they ftedfaft in ‘his covenant. Ifa. liv. 10. The mountains fhall 
depart, and the hills be removed ; but my kindnefs thall not depart 
from thee, neither fall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith 
the Lord; ‘that hath mercy on thee. 

z James iii. 2. In many things we-effend all. 

a Pfalm Ixi. 8. So will I fing praifes unto thy name forever, that 
I may daily perform my vows. Heb. iii. 13. But exhort one another 
daily while it is:called, To-day; left any of you be hardened through 
the deceitfulnefs of fin. : 

b Pflalm xxxvit. 37. Mark the perfe&t man, and behold the upright; 
forthe end of that man is peace, Rev. iii. 2. Be watchful, and ftrength- 
en the things which ‘remain, that are ready to die: for I have not 
found thy works perfect before God. 

c Phil. iv..13. I can dovall things through Chrift which flrength- 
eneth me. - John’xv. 5. I am the vine, -ye are the branches: he that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing. 
~ d John wiii. 23. And Jefus faith unto the Jews, Ye are from be- 
neath —: yeare of this world, dc. : 

e Gal. iv. 26. Jerufalem which is above, is free, which is the 
smother of us all. Ver. 28, Now we, brethren, as Ifaac was, are the 
children of promife, John i.13. Which were born, notof blood, nor 
of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And iii. 5, 6. 


Jefus anfwered, Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, [viz. Nicodemus, ]} Ex- . 


cept a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.—That which is born of the Spirit, is {pirit. 


, 


SONNETS... 


_and asthe early dew it.goeth away...) » 


& 


“PAR 7, HI, 


I can be prifon’d, yet abroad; | | 
Bound hand and foot, yet walk with God!. 


S BE OG'ay IX: 


The Myftery of various Na MES given to Saints and the 
Church of Chrift ; or, the Flefh and Spirit deferibed 
from inanimate Things, Vegetables and Senfitives. 


ab O tell the world my proper name, 
Is both my glory and my fhame?: 
For like my black but comely face, 

My name is fin, my name is grace >, 


Mott fitly I’m affimilate 

To various things znanimate ; 

A ftanding lake‘, a running flood 4, 
A fixed ftar ¢, a-pafling cloud‘. 


A cake unturn’d, nor cold, nor hot 8; 
A veflel found 4, a broken pot?: 

A rifing fun *, a drooping wing!: 

A flinty rock ™, a flowing {pring ». 


f Eph. ii. 3. We—were by nature the children of wrath, even as. 

others. 

; g Rom. ix. 8. — The children of the promife are counted for the 
eed. ' ‘ - 

h Heb, xi. 13. Thefe all—confefled that they were ftrangers and 
pilgrims on the earth, 1 Pet. ii. 11. Dearly beloved, 1 befeech you as 
ftrangers and pilgrims, &c. 

i Phil. iii. 20. For our converfation is in heaven, from whence alfo 
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift.. 

k 2Cor. v. 1, 2. For we know, that if our:earthly houfe of this 
tabernacle were diflolved, we have a building of God, an houfe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, For in this we groan earn- 
eftly, defiring to be clothed upon with our houfe which is from hea- 
ven. Ver. 4. For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being bur- 
dened: not for that we would be unclothed, but.clothed upon, that 
mortality might be fwallowed up of life. 

I Aéts xvi. 24, 25..'The jailor having received fuch a charge, 
thruft them into the inner prifon, and made their feet faft in the 
ftocks. .And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and fang praifes un- 
to God. 2 Tim. ii. 9, Wherein I fuffer trouble as an evil doer, e- 
ven unto bonds: but the word of God isnotbound. . 2Cor.-vi.4, 5. 
But in all things approving ourfelves as the minifters.of God; in;much 
patience, .in affliGtions, in neceffities, in diftrefles, in ftripes, in im- 
prifonments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faftings. at 

a Hof. i,'9. Then faid God, Call-his name Lo-ammi: for ye.are 
not my people, and I will not be your,God. Chap, ii. 1. Say/ye-un- 
to your brethren, Ammi, and to. your fifters, Ruhamah, . Ver, 23. 


And I will-have mercy upon her, that had not obtained mercy,; and I 


will fay to them which were not my ,people, 
and they fhall fay, Thou art my God, aaa: 

b Song i. 5. Lamblack, but comely, O ye daughters of Jerufalem, 
as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains of Solomon.. .1 Tim. i. £. 
This’is a faithful faying, and worthy ofall acceptation, that Chrift 
Jefus. came into the world to fave finners; of whom I am chief, Ifa. 
Ixii. 2, 3. And the Gentiles hall fee thy righteoufnefs, and. all kings 
thy glory: and thou shalt be.called bya new name, which themouth 


Thou art my people; 


gof the Lord fhall name. . Thou fhalt alfo be a,crown of glory in the 


hand of the Lord, and.a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. . 

c Jer. xlviii, 11.,Moab hath been at eafe from his youth, and he’ 
hath fettled om his lees, and:hath not beenemptied from veflel to veffel, 
neither hath he gone into captivtiy: therefore his tafte remained in 
him, and his {cent is not-changed. i cae ae 

d Ifa, xliv. 3. I will pour. water upon him thatis thirfty, and floods 
upon the dry ground : I «will pour my.Spirit. upon thy feed, and my 
blefling, upon thine offspring... fag jog) wgayt + 

e Dan. xii, 3. .And.they. that ‘be wife,  fhall.thine as the,brightnefs 
of the firmament; and they that turn many.to righteoufnefs, as, the 
ftars for ever and ever:,4nd fixed, in oppofition to thofe called wandering 
flars:..Juderver. Age sf Ldtickowet shi toon Benrse = 

f Hofea vi. 4. O Ephraim, what fhall I.do unto thee?..0 Judah, 
what fhall Ido unto.thee? for your govdnefs.is as a morning-cloud, 

g Hofea vii. 8. Ephraim, he hath mixed himfelf among the people, 
Ephraim is.a cake not turned, Rev, iii. 15, l know thy-works, that 
thou art neither cold nor:hot: I would thou wert cold-or hot, . 

+ Rom. ix. 21, Hath not the potter power over the:clay, of the 
fame. lump to make one weflel unto honour, and another unto difhe- 
nour? a we eneiilgee 5 ae 

i Pfalm xxxi. 12,-1 am forgotten asa dead man out of mind: I 
am like a broken veflel,.... - cacti ads WATS 

k Matth. xiii. 43. Then hall the righteous fhine forth.as the.fun, 
in the kingdom of their Father. pb trer yee aint 

1.Pfalm lv. 6, And I faid, O.thatI had wings likea dove! for then 
would I fly away, and be at reft. SME gee Hs He 
_m Zech. vii. 12. They.made their hearts as an adamant-ftone, left 


\ 


hath tent in his Spirit by the former prophets. 


they fhould hear the law, -and the words. which the ohiipt-hofts 
Boe 7 


n John iv. 13, 14. Jefus anfwered and. {aid unto her,—W hofoeve 
drinketh of the water that I fhall give him, fhall never thirft : but ae 


Sect. 1X. 


A rotten beam °, a virid ftem? ; 

A menftr’ous cloth.4, a royal gem*: 
A garden barr’d {, an open field 5; 

A gilding ftream ‘, a fountain feal’d *. 
Of various vegetables, fee 

A fair and lively map in me. 

A fragrant rofe ¥, a noifom weed ¥ ; 
A rotting», yet immortal feed 7. 


I'm with’ring grafs*, and growing corn ? ; 
A pleafant plant >, an irkfome thorns; 
An empty vine a, a fruitful tree ¢; 

An humble fhrub‘, a cedar highs. 

A noxious brier 4, a harmlefs pine‘; 

A faplefs twig *, a bleeding vine!: .. 
A ftable fir™, a pliant bufh+; 
A noble oak °, a naughty rufh?, 


» 


™ 


water that I fhall-give him, fhall‘be in him‘a well of water fpringing 
up into everlafting life. 

o Ifa. xvii. 9, 10. In that day fhall his {trong cities be as a forfaken 
bough, and an uppermoft branch, which they left, becaufe of the 
children of Ifrael: and there fhall be defolation. 
forgotten the-God of thy falvation, and haft mot been mindful of the 
rock of thy ftrength: therefore thou fhalt plant pleafant plants, and 
thalt fet it with ftrange flips. Chap. xxvii. 41. When the boughs 
thereof are withered, they fhall be broken off: the women come.and 

‘fet them on fire; for it is a people of no underftanding : therefore 
he that made them will not have mercy on them, and he that formed 
‘them will thew them no favour, , 

_| p Prov. xi, 28, The righteous fhall flourith as a branch. Pfalm 
‘xCli. 12, 13. The righteous fhall flourifh like the palm-tree: he hall 
“grow like acedar in Lebanon. Thofe that be.planted in thé houfe of 
‘the Lord, fhall flourifh in the courts of our God. 
. g Ifa. xxx. 22. Ye hall defile alfo the covering of thy graven 
_images of filver, and the ornament of thy molten imagesof gold: thou 
‘Mfhalt caft them away as a menftruous cloth; thon {halt fay unto it, 
“Get thee hence. Chap. Ixiv. 6. But we are all.as.an unclean thing, 
‘and all our righteoufneffes areas filthy: rags. ._ * 

r Ifa. Ixii, 3. Thou fhalt alfo be a crown of glory in the hand of 
“the Lord, and a royal diadem. in the hand of thy God. 

JS Song iv. 12. A garden inclofed is my fifter, my fpoufe. 

s Matth, xiii..24, 25. Another parable put Jefus torth unto’ them, 
faying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which fowed 
good feed in his field : but while-his men flept, his enemy came, and 
ee tares among the wheat, and went his way. o 

t Song iv. 15. [My filter is] a fountainof. gardens, awell of 
‘living waters, and ftreams from Lebanon,» , 

u Song iv. 12. A {pring fhut up, .a fountain fealed, is my fifter, 
“my fpoufe. pe . 

- v Ta,.xxxv. 1, The wildernefs,and the-folitary place thallibe glad 
“for them : ‘and the defart thall rejoice, and bloffom as the-rofe. 

_..w Ifa..v. 4. What could have been done.more to my vineyard, 
“that I have not done in it? wherefore when Ilooked that it fhould 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? 

.x Gen, iii. 19. In the {weat of thy face thou fhalt eat thy bread, 
till thou return unto the ground ;: for_out of it-waft\thou taken: for 
duft thou art, and unto duft halt thou return... - 

y 1 Pet. i. 23. Being born again, not of corruptible feed, -but ef 
incorruptible, by the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever. 

z Ifa, xl. 7. The grafs withereth, the flower fadeth:, becaufe the 
Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: furely the; people is grafs, 

’@ Hofea xiv. 7. They that dwell under his fhadow hall return, 
they fhall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine; the {cent thereof 
‘thal be as the wine of Lebanon. in 
6 Ifa.v.7. Thevineyard of the Lord.of hofts is the -houfe.of Ifrael ; 
and the men of Judah his pleafant plant. 
¢ Micah vii. 4. The beft of them is as a brier: the moft upright 
is fharper than a-thorn-hedge. : ‘s 
'. d Hofea x. 1. Ifrael is an empty vine, he. bringeth forth fruit un- 
Ube ee sy 
._ -e Pfal, i. 3, And he fhall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
“water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his feafon; his leaf alfo hall 
not wither, and whatfoever he doth fhall.profper. 
"Ff Ezek. xvii. 5, 6..He [viz. a great eagle] took alfo of the feed of 
‘the land; and planted it in.a fruitful field, he placed it by great waters, 
‘and (fet it,as a willow-tree. And it grew, and became.a {preading 
vine of low ftature, whofe branches turned toward him, and the roots 
“thereofwere under him: fo it became a vine, and brought forth 
branches, and thot forth fprigs. Ver. 24, And all the: trees of the 
field thall know that I the Lord have.brought.down:the high tree, 
‘have ‘exalted the low tree, have dried up the:green tree, and have 
_ ‘made the dry tree to fourifh : I the Lord have {poken and, have done 
it, “Mark iv. 30, 31. And Jefus faid, Whereunto hall we liken the 
‘kingdom of God ?. or with what comparifon fhall we compare it ? It 
_is like a grain of muftard feed, which when it is fown in the earth, is 
‘lefs than all the feedsthat beintheearth, =, 
‘ « xcii. 12. “The righteous thall grow. like a cedar in Lebanon. 
_ A Micah vii..4. The beft of them is as.a brier ; the moft upright 
‘is {harper than a thorn-hedge. fat ts 


THET BELDEVER’s 


Becaufe thou haft- 


RIDDLE, 


With /enfitives | may compare, 
While I their various natures fhare: 
Their diftin@ names may juftly fuit 
A ftrange, a reafonable brute ¢. 


The facred page my ftate defcribes 

From volatile and reptile tribes; 

From ugly vipers", beauteous birds‘; 
From foaring hofts §, and {winifh herds*. 


I’m rank’d with beafts of diff’rent kinds, 
With fpiteful tygers ¥, loving hinds¥; 

And creatures of diftinguith’d forms, 

With mounting eagles “, creeping worms * 
A mixture of each fort I am; 

A hurtful fnake7, a harmlefs lamb; 

A tardy afs 3, a fpeedy roe >; 

A lion bold‘, a tim’rous doe 4. 
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i Ifa. xli, 19. I will fet in the defart the fir-tree, and the pine, 
and the box-tree together. 

k John xv 4. Abide in me, andIin you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itfelf, except it abide in the vine ; no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide ‘in me. Ver. 6. If a man abide not in me, he is caft 


‘forth as a branch, and is withered, - 


J John xv. 5. Tam the vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth 
in'me, andIin him, the fame bringeth forth much fruit: for with- 
out me ye can do nothing. Song ii. 13. The fig-tree putteth forth 
her green figs, and the vines with the tender. grape give a good fmell, 
Ver. 15. Take us the foxes, the little foxes that {poil the vines: for 
our vines have tender grapes. 

m Ha. lv, 13. Inftead of the thorn thall come up the fir-tree: and 
inftead of the brier fhall come up the myrtle tree: and it (hall be to 
the Lord for a name, for an everlafting fign that thall not be cut off. 
And Ix, 13. The glory of Lebanon thall.come unto thee, the fir-tree, 
the pine-tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my 
fanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet glorious. ; 

m Matth, xi. 7. Andias they departed, Jefus began to fay unto 
the multitudes concerning John, What ‘went ye out into the wilder- 
nefs to fee? Arreed fhaken with the wind ? 

o Ifa, vi. 13. But yet-in it fhall be a tenth, and it thall return, 
and it fhall be‘eaten; -as'avteil-tree, and‘as an’oak whofe fubftance is. 
in ithem, when: they caft their leaves: fo the holy feed fhall be the 
fubftance thereof. . 

p Ma. Iviii. 5. Is it fuch a faft that I have chofen? a day fora 
-than to afflict hisfoul? is :it to°bow down his head as a‘bulruth. and 
to fpread fackcloth and athes under him? wilt thou call this a faft, 
‘and am acceptable day'to ‘the Lord ? 

gq Pfal. Ixxiii 22. So foolith was, [viz. Afaph] and ignorant: I 
was asa beaft before thee. Prov. xxx. 2. Surely I [viz. Agur] am 
more brutifh than any man, ‘and have not the underftanding of a man, 

ir Matth. iii. 7. But when.John faw many of the Pharifees and 
Saddiicees come.to his baptifm, ‘he faid unto them, O generation of 
‘vipers, dc. 

J Song ii. 12, The‘time of the finging of birds is come, and the 
woice of the-turtle is:heard in our land. ater 

s Ifa. Ix. 8. Who-are thefe that fly'as a cloud, and as the doves 
to. their windows? 

t Matth. vii. 6. Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither 
caft ye your pearls before fwine, left they trample them under their feet, 
and'turn again and rent you. 2 Pet. ii. 22. But it is happened unto 
them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and, The fow that was wafhed, to her wallowing in 
the mire. 

‘u: Pfal. “xxii. «16, For dogs have compaffed me; the affembly of 
the wicked have inclofed'me: they pierced my hands and my feet. 
Phil. iii. 2.. Beware of-dogs, beware of evil-workers, beware of the 
concifion. 

v Pfal. xviii. 33. God maketh my feet like hinds feet, and fetteth 
me upon my high places, ‘Prov. v. 19, Let her [viz. the wife of 
thy youth] be as the loving hind, ‘and ‘pleafant roe; let her 
breafts fatisfy thee at all times, and be thou ravithed always with her 
dove. mil 
w. Ifa. ‘xl. '31.—They thall mount up with wings as eagles, 

x \Pfal. xxii. 6.:But lama worm, ‘and ‘no man.- Ifa. xli. 14. 
‘Fear:not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of {frael; I will help thee, 
faith the Lord, ,and/ thy Redeemer, the-holy' One of Ifrael. : 

y Pfal. viii. .4.° Their poifon is like the poifon of a ferpent ; 
are like ithe deaf adder that. ftoppeth her ear.” 

z John xxi. 15. So when. they had dined, Jefus faith to Simon 
‘Peter, Simon ‘fon of ‘Jonas, loveft thou me more than thefe? He 
faith unto him, Yea;Lord; thou knoweft'that I love thee. He faith 
unto him, Feed my lambs. 

@ Job xi. 12, Vain man would be wife, though man be born like 
‘a wild afs’s colt. ners 

b: Prov. vi. 5. Deliver thyfelf [my fon] as a roe from the hand 
of the hunter. 

¢ Prov. xxviii. 1. The righteous are bold as a lion. 

d Ifa. ii..19. And ‘they fhall go into the holes of the rocks, and 
into the caves of the earth, for'fear of the Lord, and for the glory of 
his miajefty, when hevatifeth to thake-terribly the earth, © 


they 
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A flothful owl ¢, a bufy ant; 

A dove to mourn 8, a lark to chant 4; 
And with lefs equals to compare, 

An ugly toad‘, an angel fair *. 


SE Gane x 


The Myftery of the Saint’s Old and New Man further 
defcribed ; and the Means of their fpiritual Life. 


"] Bmptations breed me much annoy 2,’ 
Yet divers fuch I count all joy >. 

On earth I fee confufions reel ¢, 

Yet wifdom ordering all things well 4. 


I fleep, yet have a waking ear®; 

I'm blind and deaf, yet fee and hear: 
Dumb, yet cry, Ansa, Father, plain 8, 
Born only once, yet born again}, . 


é Pfal. cii. 6. Iam like an owl of the defart, 


and be wife, &c. 

g Ufa. xxxviii, 14. Like a crane or a fwallow, fo did I chatter: I 
did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O Lord, 
I am opprefled, undertake for me. Ezek. vii. 16. But they that 
efcape of them [viz. Ifrael,] fhall efcape, and fhall be on the moun- 
tains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every one for 
his iniquity. 

A Song ii. 12. The time of the finging of birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land, 

i Rom, ili. 13.—The poifon of afps is under their lips. Job xl. 4. 
Behold, Iam vile! what thall I anfwer thee? I will lay mine hand 
upon my mouth. 

k Acts vi. 15. And all that fat in the council, looking ftedfaftly 
on him [viz. Stephen,] faw his face as it had been the face of an 
angel. 2 Cor. iii, 18, But we all with open face, beholding as ina 
glafs, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

a Heb. xil. 11. Now no chaftening for the prefent feemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous, &c, 1 Pet. i. 6, Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a feafon (if need be) ye are in heavinefs through ma- 
nifold temptations: ; 

6 James i, 2, My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into di- 
vers temptations, Hof 

c Pfal. Ixxxii, 5. They know not, neither will they underftands 
they walk on in darknefs+' all the foundations of the earth are out of 
courfe, 

d Pfal. xxix. 10, The Lord fitteth upon the flood: yea, the Lord 
fitteth King for ever. « And Ixxxix. 9. Thou ruleft the raging of the 
fea: when the waves thereofarife, thou ftilleft them. Rom, viii. 28. 
And we know that all things work together for good, to them that love 
God, to them who are the calléd according to his purpofe. 

e Song v. 2. I fleep, but my heart waketh: it isthe voice of my 

Beloved that knocketh, faying, Open to me, my fifter, my love, my 
dove, my undefiled: for my head is filled with dew, and. my locks 
with the drops of the night. 
J Wa. xiii. 18, 19. Hear, ye deaf, and look, ye blind, that ye may 
fee. Who is blind, but my fervant? or deaf, as my meffenger that I 
fent ?. who is blind as he that is perfect, -and blind as the Lord’s fer- 
vant. And xxxv. 5. Then the eyes of the blind thall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf thall be unftopped.  - 

& lfa, xxxv. 6. Then thall—the tongue of the dumb. fing :» for 
in the wildernefs fhall waters break out, and ftreams in the defart. 
Rom. vili. 15. For ye have not received. the {pirit of bondage again 


to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, - Father, + yi ; eye = 

4 Jobn iit, 3;—6, Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, [viz: Nico- 
demus,] Verily, verily I fay unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot fee the kingdom of God, Nicodemus faith unto him, How 
can aman be born when he is old? can heenter the fecond time:into 
his mother’s womb, and be born? . Jefus anfwered; Verily, verily I 
fay unto thee, Except a man be born of water, \and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. “That which is born of the 
flefh, is flefh; and that which is born-of the Spirit, is fpirit.': 

z Lam. vy, 17. For. this our heart is faint, for thefe things our 
eyes are dim. Ifa. xxxii. 3. And the eyes of them that’ fee, fhall 
not be dim, ec. att ba 

k Zech. xiv. 7. But it thall be one day, which fhall be known to 
the Lord, not day, nor-night: but it thall come to pafs, that at 
€vening-time it thall be light. 

/ Mal. ii. 3, Behold, [ will cotrupt your feed, ‘and fpread dung 
upon your faces, even the dung of your folemn feafts, and one fhail 
take you away with it. -Phil. iii, 8, Yea doubtlefs, and I count all 
things but lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus 
my Lord: for whom rhave fuffered the lofs of all things, and do 
count them but dung tharI may win Chrift. Ifa. Ixii. 2, ‘Thou thalt 


alfo be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, anda royal diadem _ 


in the hand of thy God. If, i, 2 5. And I will turn my hand wpon 
thee, and purely purge away thy drofs, and take away all thy tin. 


GOSPEL -SONNETS. 


‘of God in Chrift Jefus. 
_my members, warring againft the law of ny mind, and. bringing me 


‘thy God thy glory; 


© Parr Ill. 


My heart’s a mirror dim and bright‘, 

A compound ftrange of day and night *: 
Of dung and di’monds, drofs and gold! ; 
Of fummer heat, and winter cold ™, 


Down like a ftone I fink and dive ®, 
Yet daily upward foar and thrive °. 
To heav'n I fly, to earth I tend P ; 

Still better'grow, yet never mend 4. 


My heav’n and glory’s fure to me, 
Though thereof feldom fure I be’; 

Yet what makes me the furer is, 

God is.my glory f, | am his §. 

My life’s expos’d to open view ¢, 

Yet clofely hid, and known to few*. 

Some know my place, and whence I came, 
Yet neither whence, nor where I am *% ' 


I live in earth, which is.not-odd; 
But, lo! I alfo live with God ¥: 


- Job xxiii. 10, God knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried 
J Prov. vi. 6. Go to the ant, thou fluggard, confider her ways, ° 


me, I fhall come forth as gold. R 

m Pfalm xxxix. 3. My heart was hot within me; while I wasmuf- 
ing the fire burned. Luke xxiv. 32. Aid they faid one to another, 
Did not our heart burn within ts, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the fcriptures? Matth. xxiv. 12. 
And becaufe iniquity fhall abound, the love of many fhall wax cold. 
Rev. ii. 4. Neverthelefs, I have fomewhat againft thee; becaufe thou 
haft left thy firft love. cay Sane dpe: ‘ 

n Pfalm xlii. 6, 7. O my God, my foul is caft down within me: 
therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the 
Hermonites, from the hillMizar. Deep calleth unto deep, at the noife 
of thy water-{pouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 

9 Pfalm xlii. 8,.9. Yet the Lord will command his loving-kindnefs 
in the day-time, and in the night his fong fhall be with me, and my 
prayer unto the God of my life.* I will fay unto God my rock, Why 
haft thou forgotten mé? why go I mourning becaufeof the oppreffion 
of the enemy? “Ver. rr. Why arf thou caft down, O my foul? 
and why art thou difquieted within mé? hope thou in God, for I 
fhall yet praife him,who is the health’ of my countenance, and my God,_ 

p Col. iii. 1, 2. If ‘yethen be rifen with Chrift, feek’thofe things 
which ate above, where Chrift fitteth on’ the right-hand of God. ° Set 
your affection ‘on ‘things above, not on things ‘on the earth. Pfalm 


-xliv. 25. Our foul is bowed down’ to the “duft ; our belly cleaveth 
_ unto the earth, ‘ WII OAS TESA § S OSTEO, 


g Hofea xiv, 5. 1 will be as the dew to HMracl: he’ thall ‘gtow as 
the lily, and caft forth his roéts as Lebanon. Ver. 7. They that 


dwelluader-his thadowthall fetiitn: they fhall revive as the corn, and 


grow as the vine: the fcent thereof fhall be as. the wine of Lebanon. 


‘Phil iii. 12, 13,14. Not as though I had already attained, either were 


already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may appreliend that for 
which alfo 1 am apprehended of Chrift Jefus. Bréthten, I'count not 
myfelf to have apprehended :’ but this ohe thing I do, forgetting thofe 
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thofe thin s which 
are before; I prefs toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling 
Rom. vii. 23, 24. But I fee another ‘law in 


into captivity to the lawof fin, which is"in‘my mefhbers. O wretched 


~man that am! who fhall deliver me from the body of this death ? 


r John xiv. 2,3. In my Father’s houfé ate many man fions; if it 
were not fo, I Wwould have told you: I go to prepare a place for you, 
Arid if I'go and prepare'a place for you, Twill come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myfelf, that where lam, there'ye may be alfo. ‘2Pet. 
i, 10, Wherefore the rather, brethren, ‘pive tet to make your 


calling -atid eleCtion fue. Heb. iv. r,’ Let us therefore’fear, left a 
promife being left us of entering into his reft, any of y fhould feem 
to come fhort of it.) © aa ee 

J Pfalm iii. 3. But thou, O Lord, art a fhield for me; my glory, 
andthe lifter up Of mide head’ “If. Ix? rg: ‘The fun fhall be no 


_more thy light by day, neither for brightnefs.fhall the moon givellight 


y 


urito thee: but the Lord fhall be unto thee an everlafting light, and 


I my glory, 


a 


intermeddle with his joy. 1 John iy. 
and believed the love that’ God hath tous; God 


4 


all th 


Sect. XI. ter B 


A Spirit without flefh and blood, 
Yet with them both to yield:me ‘food *. 


I live what others live upon, 

Yet live I not on bread alone ;— 

But food adapted to my mind, 
Bare words, yet not on empty wind’. 


I’m no Anthropopagite rude, | 
Though fed with human flefh and blood; 
But live fuperlatively fine, -. © ei ty 
My food’s all fpirit, all divine ”. 


I feaft on fulnefs night and day *; 

. Yet, pinch’d for want, I pine away ». 
My leannefs, leannefs, ah! I cry °; 
Yet fat and full of fapam I¢. | 


As all amphibious creatures do, 
I live in land and water too °: 
To good and evil equal bent £, 
I'm both a devil g, and a faint 4. 


While fome men who on earth are gods', 


Are with the God of heav’n at odds * ; 


My heart, where hellith legions are’, 


Is with the hofts of hell-at war ™. 


x John iv. 24, God isa Spirit, and they that worfhip him, muft 
worfhip him in fpirit and in‘truth. And vi. 53. Then Jefus faid 
unto them [viz. the Jews,] Verily, verily 1 fay unto you, Except 
ye eat the fiefh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you. Whofo eateth my flefh, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life, and I will raife him up at the laft day. For my fleth is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 

y, Matth. iv..4. But Jefus anfwered and faid [unto the tempter, ] 
It is written, Man fhall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Jer. xv. 16. Thy words 
were found, and I did eat them, and thy word was unto me the re- 
joicing of mine heart, for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of holts. 

_% Jobn vi. 57, 58. As the living Father hath fent me, and I live 
by the:Father: fo he that eateth me, even he fhall live by me. This 
is that bread Which came down from heaven: not as your fathers. did 
eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread, fhall live for 
ever, Ver. 63. It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flefh profiteth 
nothing: the words that I {peak unto. you, they are Spirit, and, they 
RED ee done FR PRR Ate 

“a Ifa. xxv. 6, And inthis mountain fhall the Lord of hofts’ make 
unto all:people.a feaft-of fat things, a feaft of wines on ‘the lees, of 
fat things full of marrow,-.of wines on the lees well refined. Pfalm 
i. 2. But his delight is in the law, of the Lord, and in his law, doth 
he meditate day and night. Seah Poa : 

b Ma, xli. 17. When the poor and needy feek water, and there is 
none, and their tongue faileth for thirft, I the Lord will hear them, 
I the God of Ifrael will not forfake them. Pfalm xl. 17. But lam 
poor and needy , yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help 
and my deliverer, make no,tarrying, O my. God. 

_¢ Ifa. xxiv. 16, From‘the uttermoft part. 
heard fongs, even glory to, the righteous; but I faid, My leannefs, 
my leannefs, wo unto’ me; the treacherous dealers have dealt trea- 
cheroufly, yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacheroufly. 

d Pfalm xcii. 13, 14. Thofe that be planted in the houfe of the 
Lord, shall flourifh in the courts of our God. . They fhall ftill bring 
forth fruit in old age: they fhall be fatand flourifhing. And civ. 16. 
The trees of the Lord are full of fap: the.cedars of Lebanon which 
he hath planted. . ,. | tata ' 5" 

_£ Plalm cxvi. 9. I will walk before the Lord in the land of the 
living. And Ixix. 1, 2, Save me, O God, for the waters are come 
in unto my, foul. 1. fink in. deep mire, where there is no ftanding: I 


compaffed me about together, 
pR Scat fad 


len a law, “that. when I would do good, 


juftly, and accept eos of the wic 


know. neither 


VoL Il, 


BELIEVER’s 


part of the earth have we ~ 


- dom and ftature, and in favour with God and,man. __ , 


RIDDLE, 


My will fulfils what's hard to tell, 

The counfel both of Heav’n 2 and hell: 
Heav’n, without fin, will’d fin to be P; 
Yet will to fin, is fin in me 4. 


To duty feldom.I adhere’, 

Yet to the end I perfevere f. 

I die and rot beneath the clod §, 
Yet live and reign as long as God*. 
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S E.G. Tes XI. 
The Myftery of CHRIST, his Names, Natures, and Offices, 


h j* Lord ‘appears ; awake, my foul, 
WS. Admire:his name, the Wonderful, 
An infinite and finite mind », 
Eternity and time conjoin’d %..- 

The everlafting Father ftyl'd, ' 

Yet lately born, the virgin’s child 4, 

Nor father he, nor mother had, 

Yet full with both relations clad ¢. 


His titles, differ and accord, 
As David's fon, and Davza’s Lord £, - 


m Eph. vi. 12. For we wreftle not againft flefh and blood, but 
again{t principalities, againft powers, againft the rulers of the dark- 
nefs of this world, again{t {piritual wickednefs in high places. 

n Rey. xvii. 17. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, 
and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beaft, until the words 
of God {hall be fulfilled, 

o Eph. ii. 3. Among whom alfo we all had our converfation in 
times paft, in the lufts of our fleth, fulfilling the defires of the fleth, 
and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even 
as others. = ie 

p James, i. 13. Let.no man fay when heis tempted, Iam tempted 
of God. for God, cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
any. man.; Acts.i. 15, 16. And in thofe days Peter ftood up in the 
midft of the difciples,. and: faid, Men and brethren, this -{cri. ture 
muft needs have been, fulfilled, which the Holy Ghoft, by the mouth 
of David, {pake, before concerning Judas, which was guide to them 
that took Jefus, “And ii. 23. Jefus of Nazareth, being delivered by 
the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and flain. And iv. 27, 28. For 
of a truth againft thy, holy child Jefus, whom thou haft anointed, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of 
Ifrael.were gathered together, for to do: whatfoever thy hand and thy 
counfel determined before to be done. 

g. Hofea v,11..Epbraim.is oppreffed, and broken in judgments, . 
becaufe he willingly walked after the commandment. 2 Cor. viii. 
11, 12, Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a 
readinefs to will, fo there may be a performance alfo out of that 
which you have. For. if there be firft a willing mind, it is accepted 
according to, that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not, 

r. Pfalm cxix. 176, I have gone aftray like a loft theep, feek thy 
feryant: for I do not forget thy commandments, 

J Heb. x. 39. But we are not of them that draw back unto per- 
dition; but of them that believe, to the faving of the foul. 

$ Pfalm xc. 3. Thou turneft man to deftruCtion: and fayft,-Re- 
turn, ye children of men, = bie ghee ae 

t John v. 24. Verily, yerily I fay unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that fent.me, hath everlafting life, and 
fhall_not come into condemnation ; but is paffed from death unto 
life. Rev, iii, 21..To him that overcometh will I.grant to fit with 
me in my throne, even as I alfo overcame, and am fet down with my 
Father in his throne. And xxii, ¢. And there thall be no night there, 
and they need no candle, neither light of the fun ; for the Lord God 
giveth them light :, and they fhall reign for everand evér,. 

»@ Mfa.. ix. 6., Forunto usa child is bord, unto us a fon is given, 
and the government fhaj!-be upon-his fhoulder: and his name {hall be 
called Woudertol. oot Se on Holbied of hartet rT he. 

6 Pfalm cxlviii. 6. Great is our Lord,. and of great power: his 
underftanding is infinite. Luke ii. 52. And Jefus increafed in wif- 

¢ Gal. iv. 4. But when the fulnefs of the time wascome, God fent 
forth his Son made of a woman, made under the law, 

d Va. ix,.6. For-unto us a child is born—: and his name fhall be 
called—The everlafting Father, Matth. i, 22, Behold, a virgin fhall 
be with child, and thall bring forth a fon, and they .thall call his name 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted, is, | od with us 

e Heb. vii. 3. For this Melchifedec—withont father, without mo- 
ther,, without defcent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of 


. life; but made like unto the Son of God, abideth a prieft contin ually, 


Luke ii. 48, 49. And when they faw him, they were amazed; and 
his mother faid unto him, Son, why haft thon thus dealt with us? 


. behold, thy father and I have fought thee forrowing. And he faid 


unto them, How is.it that ye fought me? wift ye not that I muft be 


_ about my Father’s bufinefs? 


7U 


f Matth, xxii. 41,45. While the Pharifees were gathered toges 
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Through earth and hell how conqu’ring rode 
The dying man, the rifing God 8! 


My nature is corruption doom’d h; 
Yet, when my nature he affum’d, 
He nor on him (to drink the brook ') 
My perfon nor corruption took *. 


Yet he affum’d my fin and guilt}, 
For which the noble blood was fpilt. 
Great was the guilt o’erflowing flood, 
The creature’s and Creator’s blood ™! 


The Chief of chiefs amazing came”, 

To bear the glory and the fhame °; 
Anointed chief with oil of joy ?, 

Crown’d Chief with thorns of fharp annoy 4. 


Lo! in his white and ruddy face 
Rofes and lilies ftrive for place*; 
The morning-ftar, the rifing fun 
With equal {peed and {plendor run’. 


ther, Jefus afked them, faying, What think ye of Chrift? whofe fon 
ishe? They fay unto him, The fon of David. He faith unto them, 
How then doth David in fpirit call him Lord, faying, The Lord faid 
unto my Lord, Sit thou.on my right-hand, till I make thine enemies 
thy footftool? If David then call him Lord, how is he his fon? de. 

g Matth. xxi. 5. Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, and fitting upon an afs, and a colt the fole 
of an afs. Ver. 8, 9. And a very great multitude fpread their gar- 
ments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and 
ftrawed them in the way. And the multitudes that went before, and 
that followed, cried, faying, Hofanna to the fon of David: bleffed 
is he that cometh to us in the name of the Lord, Hofanna in the 
higheft. Ver. 12. And Jefus went into the temple of God, and caft 
out all them that fold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the money-changers, and the feats of them that fold doves. 
Col. ii. 15. And having {poiled principalities and powers, he made a 
fhew of them openly, triamphing over them in it [viz. his crofs.] 
Rom. iv. 25. Jefus our Lord was delivered for our offences, and was 
raifed again for our juftification. Eph, iv. 8. Wherefore he [viz. 
David] faid, When he afcended up on high, heled captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto men. Rom. i. 4. Jefus Chrift our Lord was de- 
clared to be the Son of God with power, according to the fpirit of 
holinefs, by the refurreétion from the dead. 

b Eph. iv. 22, Put off concerning the former converfation, 
old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful lufts, 

-? Pfalm cx. 7. He fhall drink of the brook in the way: therefore 
fhall he lift up the head. 

k Rom. Viti. 3. God fent his own Son, in the likenefs of finful 
flefh, and for fin condemned fin in the flefh. John i. 14. And the 
Word was made flefh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of theonly begotten of the Father) full of grace and truth, 
Luke i. 35. And the angel anfwered and faid unto Mary, The Holy 
Ghoft fhall come upon thee, and the power of the Higheft fhall over- 
fhadow theé: therefore alfo that holy thing which fhall be born of 
thee, hall be called the Son-of God. Heb. ii. 16. For verily he 
took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the feed 
of Abraham, And vii. 26, 27. For fuch an High-prieft became us, 
who is holy, harmlefs, undefiled, feparate from finners, and’made 
higher than the heavens; who needed not daily, as thofe high-priefts, 
to offer up facrifice, firft for his‘own fins, and then for the people’s : 
for this he did once, when he offered up himfelf. et SE 

I Sfa. lili. 6, All we like theep have gone aftray: we have turned 
every one to his way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all, 2'Cor, v. 21. God hath made Chrift to be fin for us, who 


the 


re 


blood. 1 Pét..i..18, 19. Forafmuch as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed, with’corruptible things, as filver and gold, from your'vain 
converfation, ‘received by tradition from your fathers; but with the 
precious blood of ‘Chrift, as of a Lamb without blemifh and without 
{pot. + John iii. 16:\ Hereby perceive we the love of God, ‘becaufe 
he laid down his life for us. pe poet 

n Rev. i. 4,5. Grace be unto you, and peace from—Jefus Chrift, 
who is the faithful witnefs,and the firft-begotten of the dead, and’ 
the Prince of the kings of the earth. ; :: or 

o Zech, vi, 12,13. Behold, the man whofe name is the Brancn, 
—he fhall build the temple of the Lord, and he fhall bear the glory, 
Heb. xii. 2. Jefus, for the joy that was fet before him, endured ‘the 
ctofs, defpifing the thame, “dc. phat 

p Pfalm xlv.7. Thou loveft righteoufnefs, and hateft wickednefs : 
therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oibof gladnefs 
above thy fellows. we! Re sont 

q Matth. xxvii. 29. And when they had platted a crown of thorns, 
they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right-hand: and they 


* 


GOSPEL SONNETS. 


Parr Ill. 


How glorious is the church’s Head, 
The Son of God, the woman’s feed $! 
How feachlefs is his noble clan ‘, 
The firft, the laft, the fecond man"! 


With equal brightnefs in his face, _ 
Shines divine juftice, divine grace * ; 

The jarring glories kindly meet, 

Stern vengeance, and compafiion fweet ”. 


God is a Spirit; feems it.odd : 

To fing aloud the blood of God *? 
Yea, hence my peace and joy refult, 
And here my lafting hope is built ’. 


Love through his blood a vent has fought, 
Yet divine love was never bought: 
Mercy could never purchas’d be, 

Yet ev'ry mercy purchas’d he *. 


His triple ftation brought my peace, 
The Altar, Prieft, and Sacrifice ?;. 0 : 


bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, faying, Hail king of 
the Jews. . ths 

r Song ii, 1. I am the rofe of Sharon, and the lily! of the valleys. 
Ver. 10, My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeft among ten - 
thoufand. : 

S Rev. xxii. 16. I [Jefus] am the root and offspring of David, and 
the bright and morning-ftar. Mal: iv. 2. But unto you that fear my 
name, fhall the Sun of righteoufnefs arife with healing in his wings ; 
and ye fhall go forth, and grow up as calves of the ftall. 

s Col. i. 18. And Chrift is the head of the body, the church; who 
is the beginning, the firft-born from the dead: that in all things he 
might have the pre-eminence. John iii. 16. God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him, 
fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life. Gen. iii. 15. And I 
(viz. the Lord God] will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy feed and her ‘feed : it fhall bruife thy head, and thou 
fhalt bruife his heel. 

? Ifa, lili. 8. He was taken from prifon and from judgment: and 
who fhall declare his generation? Prov. xxx. 4. Who hath afcended 
up into heaven, or defcended? who hath gathered the wind in his 
fifts ? who hath bound the waters in a garment ?, who, hath eftablifh- 
ed all the ends of the earth? ‘what is his name, and what is his Son’s 
name, if thou canft tell’? ge wh 

u Rev. i. 11, Iam Alpha and Omega, the firft and the laft. 1 Cor." 
xv. 45. The laft Adam was made a quickening fpirit, Ver. 47. The” 
fecond man is the Lord from heaven. Ae ; ee a 

v2 Cor. iy. 6. For God who commanded the light to fhine out 
of darknefs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light of the know+ 
ledge of the glory of God, ‘in the face of Jefus Chrift. Rom. iti. 24, 
25, 26. Being juftified freely by his grace, through the redémption 
that is in Jefus Chrift: whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, ‘to declare his righteoufnefs for the remif-' 
fion of fins that are paft, through the forbearance of God ; to declare, 
I fay, at this time his righteoufnefs: that he might be juft, and the 
juftifier of him which believeth in Jefus. Eph. i, 6, 7. To the praife 
of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made _us accepted in the 
Beloved: in whom we have redemption through his blood, the for- 
givenefs of fins, according to the riches of his grace.” psp cee 

w Rom. v. 20, 21. But where fin abounded, grace did much more 
abound: that as fin hath reigned unto ‘death, even fo might grace 
reign through righteoufnefs’ unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. Pfalm Ixxxv. 10. Mercy and truth are met together: righ- 
teoufnefs and peace have kiffed each other. Mocs, teaeipaal 

x John iv. 24. God is a Spirit, and they that worfhip him, muft 
worfhip him in fpirit ‘and in truth. Aéts xx. 28.’ Feed the church’ 
of God, which he hath purchafed with his own blood. 

y Rom. v. 1, Therefore, being juftified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift.“ Ver. 10. For if when 
we were enémies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son; 


. much more being reconciled, we fhall be {aved by his life. “1 Pet. 
~ iii. 15. Be ready always to give an anfwer to every man that ‘afketh 


ou areafon of the hope that is in you, ‘with meek cg ifear. Ver. 
18. ‘For Chrift hath aifo once fattered for fins, ih jut for thé un-— 
jaft, (that he mightbring‘us to God,) being put to death in the 
fleth; inte quickened-bysthe:spitit.; eee” 
z Rom. v. 9. Much more then being now juftified by his blood, 
we fhall be faved from wrath through him, Ver. 21. See letter w. 
John iii. 16. God fo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whofoever believeth in him, fhould not perifh, but have-— 
everlafting life. Rom. ix. 15. God faith to Mofes, I will have‘mercy 
on whom I will have mercy; and I will have compaffion on whoin I 
will have compaffion. Eph i. 3. Blefled be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, who hath bleffed us with all {piritual bleffings 


in heavenly places in Chrift en aie = 
a Heb. xiii. 10. We have an altar whereof théy have ne 
eat, which ferve the tabernacle. And ii. 17. Whereforein all things 
it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren ; that he might be 
a merciful and faithful High-prieft, in things pertaining to God, to 
make reconciliation for the fins of the people. And ix. 26. But now 


“y 


Sect. XII. 


His triple office ev’ry thing, 
My Prieft, my Prophet is, and King ». 


This King, who only man became, 

Is both the Lion and the Lamb °¢; 

A King of kings, and kingdoms broad‘; 
A fervant both to man and God ¢, 


This Prophet kind himfelf has. fet 
To be my book and alphabet, 
And ev’ry needful letter plain, 
Alpha, Omega, and Amené, 


gm GF? On: 


The Myftery of the BELIEVER’s mixed State Jurther 
enlarged; and his getting Good out of Evil... 


EHOLD, I’m all defil’d with fin?! 
Yet, lo! all glorious am within >, 
In Egypt and in Go/ben dwell ¢; 
Still movelefs, and in motion ftill 4. 


Unto the name that moft I dread, 

I flee with joyful wings and {peed *. 
My daily hope does moft depend 
On him I daily moft offend 4 


once in the end of the world, hath Chrift appeared to put away fin 
by the facrifice of himfelf. / . 

b A&s vii. 37, This is that Mofes which faid unto the children of 
Ifrael, A prophet fhall the Lord your God raife up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me; him fhall ye hear. Ifa... xxxiii,. 22, The 
Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king, 
he will fave us. 

e 1 Tim. iii, 16. And without controverfy, ‘great is the myftery 
of godlinefs : God was. maniféfted in the fleh, Sc. Rev. v. yO: 
And one of the elders faith unto me (viz, John,} Weep not: behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of David, hath prevailed to 
open the book, and to loofe the feven feals thereof. And I beheld, 
and lo; in the mid{t-of the throne, and of the four beafts, and in the 
mid{t of the elders ftood a Lamb as it had been flain, having feven 
horas, and feven eyes, which are the feven {pirits of God fent forth 
into all the earth. . Ver.) 12. Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to 
receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, 
and glory, and bleffing,.y.. . bit le geihiin sei 3 

d Rev. xix. 16. And he {viz. the Word of God] hath on-his ve- 
fture andion-his thigh 4 name written, Kin¢ of KINGS, aD LorD 
OF LORDs. Ifa, xxxvii, 15, 16. And: Hezekiah prayéd unto the 
Lord, faying, O Lord of hofts, God of Ifrael, that dwelleft between 
the cherubims, thou art: the God, even thou alone, -of all the king- 
doms of the earth, thou haft made heaven and earth. Rev. xi. 1 e, 
And the feventh angel founded, and there were gréat voices in heaven, 
faying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Chrift, and he fhall reign for ever and ever. 

e Matth. xx. 28. The Son of man came not to be miniftered unto, 
but to minifter, and to give his life a-ranfom for many. Phil. ii. ‘7. 
Chrift Jefus made himfelf.of no:reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a fervant, and was made in the likenefs of men. Ta. xlii. 1, 
Behold my fervant whom I uphold, mine eleé& in whom my foul de- 
lighteth, And liii. 14. By his knowledge hall my righteous fervant 
juftify many. sigesg 222 : 

J Rev. i 8. Tam Alpha and Omega, the beginning afd the end- 
ing, faith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty. Ver. 11, Lam Alpha and Omega, the firft and the 
laft: and, What thou [viz. John] feeft, write in a book, and fend 
it unto the feven churches which are in Afia, And -xxie-6; 1 am 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end = I will give unto him 
that is athirft, of the fountain of the water of life freely. And xxii. 
£3« 1am Alpha and Omega, the beginning ahd the end, the firft and 
the laft.’ And iii. 14, And unto the angel of the church of the 
Laodiceans, write, Thefe things faith the Amén, the faithful and true 
witnefs, the beginning of the creation of God, de, ; 

» @ Ha. Ixive 6, But we are all as-an unélean thing, and all our 
righteoufneffes are as filthy rags. eHhtids 

6 Plalm-xlv. 15. The King’sdaughter is all glorious within ; hér 
cloathing is of wrought gold. ih Ladd Pee = 

¢ Pfalm:cxx. 5, 6. Wo is me, that I fojourn in Mefech, that I 
dwell in the tents of Kedar. My foul hath long dwelt with him that 
hateth, peace. And xvi. 5, 6. The Lord is the portion of mine in- 
heritance, and of my cup: thou maintaineft my lot.’ The lines are 
fallen unto me in: pleafant: places; yea, I have a goodly heritage. — 

d 1 Cor. xv. 58. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ftedfaft, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forafmuch 
, as ye know. that your labour is not in Vain in the Lord, 

. € Pfalm cxliii, 2.0. Lord, enter not into judgment with thy fer- 
vant: for in thy fight fhall no man living be juftified. Ver. 9. Deliver 
me, O»Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me. 

Jf Pfalm xxv. 11. Forthy name’s fake; O Lord, pardon mine ini- 
quity: forit-is great. Jer. xiv. 7; O Lord, though our iniquities 
teftify againft us, do thou it for thy name’s fake: for our backilid- 
ings are many, we have finned againft thee. ” 


THE BELIEVER’s 


_know this, it was too painful for me, dc, 


RIDDLE. 


All things againft me are combin’d, 
Yet working for my good, I find & 
I'm rich in midft of poverties } ; 
And happy in my miferies ‘, 

Oft my Comforter fends me grief, 
My Helper fends me no relief x. 

Yet herein my advantage lies, 
That help and comfort he denies |, 


As feamfters into pieces cut 

The cloath they into form would put, 
He cuts me down:to make me up, 
And empties me to fill my cup, 


I never can myfelf enjoy, 
Till he my woful felf deftroy3 
And mott of all myfelf I am, 
When moft Ido myfelf difclaim *. 
I glory in infirmities ©, 
‘Yet daily am afham’d of thefe P; 
Yea, all my pride gives up the ghoft, 
When once I but begin to boatt 4, 
My chemiftry is moft exadé, 
Heav'n out of hell I do extraé&tr: 
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& Gen. xlii. 36. And Jacob their father faid unto them, Me have 
ye bereaved of my children: Jofeph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
ye will take Benjamin away: all thefe things are againft me. Rom. 
viii. 28. And we know that all things work together for good, to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his 

urpofe. 
E Phe ii. 8, 9, And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna, write, 
Thefe things faith the firft and the laft, which was dead, and is alive; 
I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich.) 

i, Rom. v. 3,.4, 5.:And not only fo, but we glory in tribulations 
alfo, knowing -that tribulation worketh patience; and patience, ex- 
perience ; and experience, hope: and hope maketh not afhamed, 
becaufe the love of God is fhed abroad in our hearts, by the Holy 
Ghoft whichis given unto us, 2 Cor. xii. 10. Therefore I [Paul] 
take pleafure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neceffities, in perfecu- 
tions, in diftrefles, for Chrift’s fake: for when I am weak, then am 
I ftrong, ue evods | : ; 

k Lam i,16. For thefe things I weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth 
down with water; beeaufe the comforter that fhould relieve my foul, 
is far from me. Ifa. xlv. 15. Verily thou art a God that hideth thy- 
felf,, O God of Ifrael the Saviour. 

T Ifa. xxx, 18..And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be 
gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may havé 
mercy upon you: for the Lord is a God of judgments bleffed are all 
they that wait for him, . 

m Hofea v. 15. I will goand return to my place, till they acknow- 
ledge their offence, and feek my face: in their affliGtion they will feek 
me early, _ And vi. 1, 2. Comeand let us return unto the Lord : for 
he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath {mittén, and he will bind 
us up. After two days will he revive us, in the third day he will 
raife us up, and we {hall live in his fight.  Pfalm cvii. 9. God fatisfy- 
eth the longing foul, and filleth the hungry foul with goodneis, 
Luke i, 53. And Mary faid,—He hath filled the hungry with good 
things, and the rich he hath fent empty away. : 

nm Luke ix. 23, 24. And Jefus. faid to them all; If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily, and 
follow me. For whofoever will fave his life, thall lofe it: but who- 
foever will lofe his life for my fake,- the fame thall fave it. Roi. viii, 
13. Ifyelive after the fleth, ‘ye thall die: butiif ‘ye through the Spi- 
rit do mortify the deeds.of the. body, ye fhalllive. 2 Cor. xii. 10, 
See letter 7. osaen! opath bist 

0.2 Cor, xii, 9, Moftygladly therefore will I rather 
infirmities, that the power of Chrift may reft upon me, 
Pp Pfalm Ixxiii. 15, 16. If J fay, I will {peak thus, behold, I thould 
offend againft the generation of thy children. When I thought to 
And Ixxvii. 8, 9, 10. Is 
his mercy clean gone for eyer? ’ doth his promife fail’ for evermore ? 
hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger fhut up his ten- 
der mercies? Selah. . And\I faid, This is my infirmity: but I will 
remember the years of the right-hand of the Moft High, 

q Ma. xlv. 24, 25,. Surely, thallone fay, in the Lord have I tigh- 
teoufnefs and ftrength:: even to him fhall men come, and al that are 
incenfed againft him; {hall be afhamed. In the Lord fhall all the feed 
of Ifrael be juftified, and fhall glory. Pfalm xliv. 6. I will not truft 
in my bow, neither fhall my {word fave mé. Ver. 8. In God we boaft 
all the day long: and praife thy name for ever. Selah. 
_# Jonah ii. 1,:2. Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out 
of the fith’s belly, and faid, I cried by reafon of mine affli@ion unto 
the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou 
heard{t my voice. Ver, 4,, Then faid I, Iam caft out of thy fight ; - 
yet will I look again toward thy holy temple, Matthyxv. 26, 27, 28, 
But Jefus anfwered and {aid [unto the woman of Canaan,] It is not 
meet to take the childrens bread, and to caft it to dogs. And fhe 
faid, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 


glory in my 


GOSPEL 


This art to me a tribute brings 
Of ufeful out of hurtful things £ 
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I learn to draw well out of woe, 
And thus to difappoint the foe § ; 
The thorns that in my flefh abide, 
Do prick the tympany of pridet. 
By wounding foils the field I win, 
And fin itfelf deftroys my fin u: 

My lufts break one another’s pate, 
And each corruption kills its mate ’. 


I fuell the bait, I feel the harm 

Of corrupt ways, and take th’ alarm. 
I tafe the bitternefs of fin, 

And then to relifh grace begin ”. 


I bear the fools profanely talk, — i 
Thence wifdom learn in word and walk «: 
I fee them throng the paflage broad, 
And learn to take: the narrow road ¥. 


SE G Tin aii 
The Myftery of the Saint's Adverfaries and Adverfities. 


A Lump of woe affliction is, 


Yet thence I borrow lumps of blifs: 


their mafter’s table. Then Jefus anfwered and faid unto her, O 
woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And 
her daughter was made whole from that very hour. Pfalm xlii. 6, 
7, 8. O my God, my foul is caft down within me: therefore will I 
remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from 
the hill Mizar, Deep calleth unto deep, at the noife of thy water- 
{pouts : ali thy waves and thy billows are gone over'me. Yet the 
Lord, will command his loving-kindnefs in the day-time, and in the 
nigat his fong thall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my 
life, 
f Rom. v. 3, 4, 5. ° See letter i. 

§ Micah vii. 8. Rejoice not againft me, O mine ‘enemy: when I 
fall, I fhall arife; when I fit in darknefs, thé Lord fhall be a light 
unto.me, 

t 2 Cor. xii. 7. And left I fhould be exalted above meafure through 
the, abundance of revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the 
flefh, the meflenger of Satan to buffet me, left I thould be exalted 
above, meafure. 

u Rom. viii. 35, 37. Who fhall feparate us from the love of Chrift? 
Shall,tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution; or famine, ‘or nakednefs, 
or, peril, or, fword.? Nay, in all thefe things we are more than'con- 
querors; through him ‘that loved us. Pfalm Ixv. 3. Iniquities pre- 
vail againft me: as for our tran{greffions, thou fhalt purge them away. 
2.Chron, xxxii, 24, 25, 26. In thofe days Hezekiah was fick to the 
death, and. prayed unto.the Lord: and he fpake unto him, and he 
gaye.him a fign.:; But Hezekiah rendered not again, according to the 
benefit done unto him: for his heart was lifted up; therefore there 
was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jerufalem.”’ Notwith- 
ftanding, Hezekiah humbled himfelf for the pride of his heart, (both 
he and the inhabitants of -Jerufalem,) fo that'the wrath of the Lord 
came not upon them im the days of Hezekiah. ; Ae 

v Rom. vii. 7, 8, 9. What hall we fay then? Is the law fin? God 
forbid. Nay, I had: not known fin, but by the law: for I had not 
known luft, except the law had faid; ‘Thou fhalt not covet. But 
fin taking occafion by the commmandment, wrought in me all man- 
ner of concupifcence.. For without the law fin was‘dead: For Iwas 
alive without the law once’: ‘but when the commandment’ came, fin 
revived,. and I dieds:.Ver. 11, For fin ‘taking occafion by the com- 
mandment, deceived me, and by it flew me. Ver. 13.° Was then 
that which is good, miade death unto me? 'God forbid. * But-fin that 
it might appear.fin, working death in me by that -which is good: that 
fin by the commandment might become exceeding finful.” 
See the fight and feeling of fin killed felf. “John ix. 39, 40, 41. And 
Jefus faid, For judgmentI am come into this world: that they which 
fee not, might:fee; andsthat they which fee, might be made blind. 
And fome of the Pharifees which were with: him, heard ‘thefe words, 
and {aid unto him, Are-we blind alfo? ‘Jefus faid unto them!” If ye 
were blind, ye fhould have'no fin but now ye fay, We fee; ‘there- 
fore your fin remaineth. ' Pfalm lix. 11. Slay ‘them not, left my peo- 
ple forget: 
Lord our hield. | Matth. xxvi. 33, 34% Peter anfwered ‘and faid ‘unto 
him, Though all men hall be offended becanfe of thee, yet will I 
never be offended. . Jeftis faid unto him; Verily I fay unto thee, that 
this night, before the cock crow, thou fhalt deny me thrice. Ver. 75. 
And Peter remembered the words of Jefus, which faid unto him, Be- 
fore the, cock crow, thou fhalt deny me thrice. And he went out, 
and wept bitterly. By 

w Rom, vi. 21. What fruit had ye then ‘in thofe things, whereof 
ye are now afhamed? for the end ée thofe things is death. Pfalm 
Pais 11. Moreover, by them (viz. the judgments of the Lord] is thy 
neat: ahaha ? and in keeping of them there is great reward. And 

. 17, 18, 19, Until I Went into the fanctuary of God; then 


SONNETS. 


Where you. 


fcatter them by thy power: and bring them down, O- 


Part IIl. 


Though few can fee a blefling in’t, 
It is my furnace and my mint >, 


Its fharpnefs does my lufts difpatch ¢ ; 

Its fuddennefs alarms my watch ¢; 

Its bitternefs refines my tafte, 3 
And weans me from the creature’s breaft ¢; 


_ Its weightinefs doth try my back, 
That faith and patience be not flack : 
It is a fanning wind, whereby 
I am unchaff’d of vanity 8. 


A furnace to refine my grace }, 
A wing to lift my foul apace‘; 
Hence ftill the more I fob diftreft, 
The more I fing my endlefs reft *. 


Mine, enemies that feek my hurt, 

Of all their bad defigns come fhort!; 
They ferve me duly tomy mind, | 
With favours which they ne’er defign’d ™. 


The fury of my foes makes me. . 
Faft to my peaceful refuge flee? ; 


uaderftood I their end. Surely thou didft'fet them in flippery places, 
thou cafted{t them down into deftru€tion. How are they brought 
into defolation, as in a moment! they are utterly confumed with 
terrors. Jer. ii. 19. Thine own wickednefs hall correét thee, and 
thy backfldings fhall reprove thee; know therefore and fee, that it is 
an evil thing and bitter, that thou haft forfaken the Lord thy God, and 
that my fear is not in thee, faith the Lord God. of hofts 

x Job xxi. 13, 14,15. They fpend their days in wealth, andina 
moment go down to the grave. Therefore they fay unto God, De- 
part from us ; for we defire not the knowledge of thy ways. What 
is the Almighty, that we. fhould ferve him? and what profit fhould 
we have if we pray unto him? Eph. ‘iv. 20,21, 22. But ye have 
not fo learned Chrift; if fo be that ye have heard him, and have been 
taught by him, as the truth is in Jefus: that ye put off concerning 
the former converfation, the old man, which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful lufts, And Ver. 6, 7, 8. Let not man dective you with 
vain words : for becaufe of thefe.things cometh the wrath of God up- 
on the children of difobedience. - Be not ye: therefore partakers with 
them. --For ye were fometimes darknefs, but-now are ye light in the 
Lord: walk as children of light. Ver. 11., And have no fellowfhip: 
with the unfruitful works of darknefs, butrather reprove them. 

y Matth. vii..13,-14. Enter ye in-at theftrait gate; for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to ‘deftruction, and many’ 
there be-which go in thereat: becaufe {trait is the gate, and ‘narrow: 
is the way which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it, 

a Heb. xii. 11. Now no chaftening for the:prefent feemeth to be » 
joyous, but grievous:. neverthelefs, afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteoufnefs, unto them which are exercifed thereby, 
James i, 12. Bleffed is the man that endureth temptation: for when 
he is tried, he hall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promifed to them that love him. — 

6 Ifa. xxxi. 9, And he. [viz. the Affyrian] fhall pafs over to his 
{trong hold for fear, and his princes fhall be afraid of the enfign, faith 
the Lord, whofe fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerufalem. 

c Pfalm xlv. 5. Thine arrows are fharp in the heart of the king’s 
enemies ; whereby the people fall under thee. 

d Mark xiii. 35, 36,37. Watch ye therefore, (for ye know not 
when the mafter of the houfe cometh; at even, or at midnight, or at 
the cock-crowing, or in the morning,): left coming fuddenly, he find 
you fleeping. And whatI fay unto you, Ifay unto all, Watch, 

e Jer. ii. 19. See letter w forecited’ And iv. 18. Thy way and 
thy doings have procured thefe things unto thee, ‘this is thy wicked- 
nefs, becaufe it is bitter, becaufe it reacheth unto thine heart. 

Ff James i. 2, 3, 4. My brethren, countt-all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations; knowing this, that tle trying of your faith work- 
eth patience. But Jet patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing... ; . 

g. Ha. -xxvii. 8, 9. In meafure when it fhooteth forth), thou: wilt 
debate with it; he ftayeth his rough wind in the day of his eaft-wind.: 
By . this. therefore fhall the-iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is, 
all the fruit to take away his fin. biomes gnidienta 

h Mal. iii. 3. And he [viz. the-meflenger of the covenant] ‘fhall 
fit as a-refiner and purifier of filver : and he’ fhall purify the fons of 
Levi, and purge them.as:gold and filver, that they may offer unto 
the Lord an offering in righteoufnefs,... - iq erase 

z Pfalm.cxliii, 9, Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee. 
upta;thice, to hide mest tgwolod va stots Pet-iS Be he 

k 2, Cor. iv, 16, 17+ For which caufe we faint not; but though 
our outward man perifh, yet the ‘inward man is renewed day by day. 
For our light affliction, : which is but for'asmoment, worketh for usa 
far more exceeding and eternal ;weight of glory. 2Hitop sicc 

1 Pfalm xxxili. 10, The Lord bringeth the:counfel of the Heathen’ 
to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect, 

m Gen. 1. 20. And Jofeph faid unto his’ brethren, As for you, 


-ye thought evil againft:me; but.God meantiit unto good,. to bring 


to pafs, as it is this day, to fave much (people alive. = 
n Pfalm lv. 23. But thou, O God, fhalt bring them down into 


Sect. XIV. 


And ev’ry perfecuting elf => ~ 
Does make me underftand myfelf °. 


Their flanders cannot work my fhameP, 
Their vile reproaches raife my name 9: 

In peace with Heav’n my foul can dwell, 
Eyv’n when they damn me down to hell". 


Their fury can’t the treaty harm 

Their paffion does my pity warm °: 
Their madnefs only calms:my: blood *; 
By ‘doing hurt, they do me good *. 

They are my fordid flavés I wot; 
My drudges, though they know it not v: 
They act to me’a kindly part, | 
With little kindnefs in their heart’. :: 


They fweep my outer-houfe when foul, 
Yea, wafh my inner filth of foul*: — 
They help to'purge away: my blot, 

For Moab is my wathing-pot’. 


“the pit of deftru€tion: bloody and deceitful men fhall not live out 
half their days, but I will truft in thee. : 
o My fins Wa*xlii.144. Who gave Ja¢ob for a fpoil, "and Tfrael to 
the robbers? did not the Lord, he -againft-whom we, have finned ? 
for they would not walk.imhis ways, neither were they obedient unto 
his law.— My duty; 2 Sam. xvi. 11, 12. And David faid to Abithai, 
and toall his fervants, Behold, my fon which'came‘forth of my bowels, 
feeketh my life: how much more now may this Benjamite do it? let 
him-alone, and let him. cirfe: for the Lord hath bidden him. It may 
be, that! the Lord will look on)mine affliGtion;. and that the Lord will 
requite me good for his curfing this day Micah vii. 8, 9.. Rejoice 
not againft me, O:mine enemy: when f fall, I fhall arife;. when I fit 
in darknefs, the Lord’ fhall be alight unto %me. I will bear the in- 
dignation of the Lord, becaufe I have finned againft him, until he 
plead,my caufe, and execite judgment forme: he will bring me forth 
to the light, and I fhall behold his righteoufnefs.— My /afety ; Pfalm 
ix..9; 10. The Lord alfo will be a refuge for the opprefled, a refuge 
in times of trouble.) And they. that know 'thy name, will put their 
truftin thee: for thou, Lord, haft not forfaken them that feek thee. 
Ver. 16. The Lord is known by the judgment which he-executeth: 
the wicked is ‘fnared in the work of his own:hands. Higgaion, Selah. 
 Plalmixxxi. 13;(14. \For,I have heard’ the flander of many,. fear 
was on every fide, while they took counfel, together again{t me, they 
deviled: to: take, away my/life., ButI trufted in thee, O Lord, I faid, 
Thou artamy-God. Ose foye 2 Poet) 5 ee ae 
oG 1 Pet. ive 14. \If;ye,be reproached for the name of Chrift, happy 
are ye; for the Spirit-of-glory and of God refteth upon you: on their 
part he is evil {poken of,’ bution your part he is glorified. ate 
. x7 Numb, xxiii..7,! 8..-And Balaam took up, his parable, and. faid, 
Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, .qut..of the 
mountains of the eaft, faying, Come, curfeme Jacob ; and come, defy 
Ifrael.. How fhall I curfe;;whom God hath not curfed ? .or-how fhall 
I defy, :whom the Lord: hath ‘not defied ?,.;Ver. 23. Surely there is 
no-inchantment againft Jacob, neither. is there.any divination againft 
Ifrael ; according to. this} time it fhall-be faid.of Jacob, -and.of Ifrael, 
What God hath wrought! .;.; * 00 | =e bod 
J Prov;, xxvi. 2. As the: bird by) wandering, .as the fwallow by 
flying, fo the-curfe caufelefs fhall not come.) 
~ § 1 Pet. iii. 8; 9: Fimallys.be ye-all of one:mind, having compaf- 
fion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous, not 
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwife,. blef- 
id ‘Knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye fhould inherit a 
oft Pialm,lxix. 1 2,'13..'They that fit inthe gate fpeak. againft me 5 
and ‘I (was. the fong of the drunkards.’ But »as-for me, my: prayer is 
unto thee,-O»Lord, nan acceptable time ;;.O,God, in the multitude 
of thy, mercy hear me,.-in,the, truth of thy, falvation. 
_/tjGeneh 20, Seéletterm forecited., Efther ix..20,—25. And 
Mordecai wrote thefe things,’ and-fent letters unto all the Jews-that 
were in/all\the provinces.of the king Ahafuérus, both nigh and-far, 
to ftablifh, this among them,)that they thould keep the fourteenth day 
of the month: Adar, ‘and:the fifteenth day of the fame. yearly :as-the 
days:wherein the Jews refted-from their enemies, and the month which 
was turned unto them from forrow to joy,-and’from mourning into 
a:good day: that they:{liould make.them days_of feafting and joy, 
and.of fending portions.one to'another,. and’ gifts-to the poor.. And 
the Jews, undertook.to do as they had begun, .and as Mordecai had 
written unto them, ;Becaufe Haman the. fon) of. Hammedatha. the 
Agagite;. the enemy of ‘all.the Jews, had. devifed againft the Jews to 
deftroy them; and had-caft Pur. (that is, the/lot) to confume them, 
and to deftroy them:. but. when Efther.-came : before the king, he 
commanded by letters, that his wicked device which he devifed again{t 
the Jews, fhould return upon his own head, and that he and his fons 
fhould be hanged on thergallows.. 0) ne 
v_Jer..xxv. 8, 9. Therefore thus faith the Lord of hofts, Becaufe 
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RIDDLE 
SECT. XIV. 
The Myftery of the BEL1EVER’s Pardon and Security 


Srom revenging Wrath, notwithfianding bis Sin’s De- 


NL 


| Though from condemnation free, 
9° Find fuch condemnables in me, 

As make more heavy wrath my due 
Than falls‘on all the damned crew-2. 
But though my crimes deferve the pit, 
I’m no more liable to it; 

Remiffion, feal’d with blood and death, 
Secures me from deferved wrath >. 
And having now a pardon free, 
To hell obnoxious cannot be; 

Nor to a threat, except * anent 
Paternal wrath and chaftifement ° 


* about. 


an hiffing, and perpetual defolations. - Ver. 12. Andit fliall come to 
pafs when feventy years are accomplifhed, that I will punith the king 
of Babylon, and that nation, faith the Lord, for their iniquity, and 
the land of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual defolations. 
Ifa. x. 5, 6. O Affyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the ftaff in 
their hand ‘is mine indignation. 1 will fend him againft an hypocri- 
tical nation ; and again{ft the people of my wrath will I give him a 
charge to take the fpoil, and to take the prey, and tread them down 
like the ‘mire in the ftreets. Ver. 1.2. Wherefore it fhall come to 
pafs, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount 
Zion,‘ and on Jerufalem, I will punith the fruit of the ftout heart of 
the king of Affyria, and the glory of his high looks. And xliv. 24, 
28. Thus faith the Lord thy Redeemer, and he that tormed thee 
from the womb, Iam the Lord—that faith of Cyrus, He ismy thep- 
herd, and fhall perform all my pleafure, even faying to Jerufalem, 
Thou fhalt be built; and to the temple, Thy. foundation fhall be 
laid. And xlv. 1. Thus faith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whofe right-hand I have holden, to fubdue nations before him: and 
I will loofe the loins of kings to open before him the two-leaved gates, 
and the gates fhall not be fhut. Ver. 4. For Jacob my fervant’s fake, 
and Ifrael mine elect, { have even called. thee by name, I have fir- 
named thee, though thou haft not known me. 

- .w-Matths v. 10,11, 12. Blefled are they which are perfecuted 
for righteoufnefs’ fake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Bleffed 
are ye when men fhall revile you, and perfecute you, and fhall fay. all 
manner of evil againft you: falfely for my fake. Rejoice, and be.ex- 
ceeding:glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for fo perfecuted 
they the prophets which were before.you. Luke vi. 22, 23. Bleffed 
are ye when men fhall. hate you, and when they fhall feparate you 
from their company, and fhall reproach you, and caft out your name 
as evil,..for the Son of)man’s fake. Rejoice ye.in that day,.and: leap 
for joy: for behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the. like 
manner did their fathers unto.the prophets... 

x Ifa, lv. 3, 4, 5."And.it thall come to pafs, that he that is Jeft in 
Zion, and;he that remaineth in, Jerufalem, fhall.be.called holy, even 
every one that is written! among the living in. Jerufalem :. when the 
Lord fhall have wafhed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and 
fhall have purged the'blood’ of. Jerufalem from the midft thereof, -by 
the {pirit of judgment,, and.by the fpirit of burning. And the Lord, 
will create upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon her 
aflemblies a cloud, and. {fmoke by day, and.the fhining .of a flaming 
fire by night: for upon all the glory fhall be a defence. And xxvii. 
9. -By--this; therefore fhall. the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this 
is all, the fruit.to take away-his fin; when he maketh all the ftones of 
the altar as; chalk-ftones that are beaten-in funder, the groves and 
images fhall not ftand up. 
oy Pfalm., 1x. 8. Moab is my, wath-pot, Se. rE" 

.@ Romsvili, 1. There is therefore now, no condemnation to them 
which are.in Chrift Jefus, who walk not-after the fleth, but after the 
Spirit.),,And vii.) 18. For I.know, thatin me (that is, in my flefh) 
dwelleth no.good thing:'for to will is prefent with me, but how, to 
perform that which is good, Ifind not. 1 Tim. i. 15, 16, This is 
a faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift Jefus came 
into-thé world to-fave finners; of whom I am_ chief. Howbeit, for 
this. caufe L obtained mercy, that in me firft Jefus Chrift might thew 
forth all long fuffering, for-a pattern to them which should hereafter. 
believe on him.to everlafting life. _ ; 
. 6 Gals iii, 13. Chrift hath. redeemed us from the curfe of the law, 
being made a. curfe for us +, for it is;written, Curfedis every one that 
hangeth on.a tree. Rom. v.9. Much more then being now juftified 
by his blood,..we fhall be faved from wrath through him. Eph.i, 7. In 
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgivenefs of fins, 
according: to the riches/of his grace... 

- €'t Theff. i..1o. And. to wait for-his.Son from heaven, whom he 
raifed from. the dead, even Jefus. which delivered us from the wrath 
tocome, Ifa. liv. 9, 10. For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: 
for asI have fworn that the waters of Noah fhould no more go over 
the earth; fo have I {worn, that would not be wroth with thee, nor 
rebuke thee. For the mountains fhall depart, and the hills be re- 
moved, but my kindnefs fhall not depart from thee, neither fhall the 


634 GOSPEL 


My foul may oft be fill’d indeed 

With flavifh fear and hellifh dread ¢: 
This from my unbelief does {pring °, 
My faith fpeaks out fome better thing. 


Faith fees no legal guilt again, 
Though fin and its defert remain *: 
Some hidden wonders hence refult; 
I’m full of fin, yet free of guilt 8: 


Guilt is legal bond or knot, 

That binds to wrath and vengeance hot # ; 
But fin may be where guilt’s away, 

And guilt where fin could never ftay. 


Guilt without any fin has been, 
As in my Surety may be feen; 
The elect’s guilt upon him came, 
Yet ftill he was the holy Lamb’. 


Sin without guilt may likewife be, 

As may appear in pardon’d me: 

For though my fin, alas! does flay, 
Yet pardon takes the guilt away *. 
Thus freed Lam, yet ftill involv’d; 

A guilty finner, yet abfolv'd!: : 
Though pardon leave no guilt behind, 
Yet fin’s defert remains I find™. 


covenant of my peace be removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy 
on thee. Pfalm Ixxxix. 30,—33. If his children forfake my law, 
and walk not in my judgments; if they break my ftatutes, and keep 
not my commandments: then will I vifit their tranfgreffion with the 
rod, and their iniquity with ftripes, Neverthelefs, my loving-kind- 
nefs will I not utterly take from him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail, 

d Matth. xiv. 26. And when the difciples faw Jefus walking on 
the fea, they were troubled, faying, It is a fpirit; and they cried out 
for fear. 

e Mark iv. 40. And Jefus faid unto his difciples, Why are ye fo 
fearful? how is it that ye have no faith ? 

f Rom. vii. 6. But now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead wherein we were held ; that we fhould fervein newnefs of fpirit, 
and not in the oldnefs of the letter. Chap. viii. 3, 4. For what the 
law could not do, in that it was weak through the flefh, God fending 
his own Son in the likenefs of finful flefh, and:for fin condemned fin 
in the flefh: that the righteoufnefs of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the flefh, but after the Spirit. 

Rom. vii. 14. For we know that the law is {piritual: but Iam 
carnal, fold under fin; Chap. viii. 33, 34. Who fhall lay any thing 
to the charge of God’s ele? It is God'that juftifieth : who is he that 
condemneth? Jt is Chrift that died, yea rather, that is rifen again, 
who is even at the right-hand of God, who-alfo maketh interceffion 
for us. 

A Deut. xxvii. 26. Curfed be he that confirmeth not all the words 
6f this law to do them: and all the people fhall fay, Amen. Rom. 
i. 18. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft all’ un- 
godlinefs, and unrighteoufnefs of men, who hold the truth in unrigh- 
teoufnels. 

“4 Hav liii. 6. The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Heb. vii. 26. For fuch an High-prieft became us, who is holy, harm- 
fefs, undefiled, feparate from finners. . 

k Rom. vii..24.O wretched man that I'am! who fhall deliver me 
from the body of this death? Acts xiii. 38, 39. Be it known‘ unto 
you therefore, men-and brethren, that through this man is preached 
‘unto ‘you the forgivenefs of fins: and by him all that believe, are ju- 

_ ftified from all things, from which ye could not be juftified by the 
law of Mofes, 

I Rom, iii. 19. Now we know, that what things foever the law 
faith, it faith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may 
be ftopped; and all‘the world may become guilty before God. | Ver. 
23, 24. For all have finned, and come fhort of the glory of God: 
being juftified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Jefus Chrift. 

m Rom. iv. 6, 7; 8: Even as David alfo deferibeth the bleffed- 
fiefs of the man unto whom the Lord‘imputeth righteoufnefs with- 
out works,’ faying, Blefled ate they whofe ‘iniquities are forgiven,’ 
and whofe fins are covered.  Bleffed is the man to whom the Lord 
will not impute,fin. Pfalm li, 3, 4. For I acknowledge my tranf- 
greffions: and’my fin is ever before me. Againft. thee, thee only. 
have. I finned, and done this evil in thy fight: that thou mightft be 
juftified when thon fpeakeft, and be clear when thou judgeft. And 
exliii. 2, O Lord, enter not into judgment with thy fervant: for in 
thy fight fhall no'man living be juftified. 

nm Rom. vil. 13, 14. Was then that which is good, made death 
unto me? God forbid. But fin that it might appear fin, working 
death in me by that which is good; that fin by the commandment’ 
thight become exceeding finful. For we know that the law is fpiritual : 
but 1 am carnal, fold under fin. Eph. v. 6. Let no man deceive 
you with vain words: for becaufe of thefe things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the children of difobedience. : 


- 


SONNETS. 


Guilt and demerit differ here, 

Though oft their names confounded are. 
I'm guilty in myf/f always,* 

Since fin’s demerit never ftays *. 

Yet in my Head Ym always free 

From proper guilt affecting me ; 

Becaufe my Surety’s blood cancell’d 

The bond of curfes once me held °. 


The guilt that pardon did divorce, 

From legal threat’nings drew its force P ; 
But fin’s defert that lodges ftill, 

Is drawn from fin’s intrinfic ill 4, 


Were guilt nought elfe but fin’s defert, 
Of pardon I’d renounce my part ;' 

For, were I now in-heav’n to dwell, 
I'd own my fins deferved hell *. 


This does my higheft-wonder move 

At matchlefs juftifying love, Saghe | 
That thus fecures from endlefs death 
A wretch deferving double wrath“ 


Though well my black. defert I know, . 
Yet I’m not liable to woe; 
While full and complete righteoufnefs ~~ 
Imputed for my freedom: is.*. 


Part Ul. 


o Rom. v. 1. Therefore, being juftified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our’ Lord Jefus Chrift. Ver.’ 9.. Much® more 
then, being now juftified by his blood, we thall be faved from wrath 
through him. Ver. #1. And not only fop but we alfo joy in God, 
through our Lord Jefus:Chrift, by whom! we have now received the 
atonement, : i 

p Gal. iii. 10, For a8: many as are ofthe works of the law, are 
under the curfe: for it is written, Curfedtisevery one that continueth 
not in all things which‘are written in: thé! book of thelaw to-do them: 
Ver. 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from thei curfe of the law, ‘being 
made a curfe for us: for iv is written, Curféd.is every one that hang- 
éth on a tree. rare! fo Pe 

gq Pfalm li. 5. Seedetter'm forecited: . Luke xv. 18; I will arife; 
and go to my father, and! will fay unto: Him, ‘Father, f:have finned 
again it Heaven, “atid! befordthee.? “oot ved2 ofirlw ebtirreee evr 

r Luke xv. 19/ And ‘am no'more worthy to be called°thy’ fom: 
Rev. v. 4. And I [John] wept much becaufe no miapwas found 
worthy: to open, and to-read the book, neither’to look theréon.’ Ver, 
9. And they fung a new fong, faying; Thou art worthy to open the 
book, and to open the féals: thereof : for'thou waft fain, and haf 
redeemed us to God by thy blood, out ofievery kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation, © Ver.:11, 12, 23. Andd beheld) and 
heard-the voice of many ‘angels round about .the ‘throne; and’ the 
beafts, and the’elders': ‘and the number’of them was ten thoufand 
times ten thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands: faying with a loud 
voice,” Worthy ‘is the Lamb that was flain, to receive power, and 
riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and’ glory, and 
bleffing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on-the earth, 
andaundeér the earth; ‘and’ fuch as are-ine the:fea, and all that: are in 
them, heard I, faying, Bleffing, and honour, and glory; and power 
be afte him that fitteth wpom the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. re pote Hol , 
- f Rom. vii. 24, 25. O wretched man that Iam! who fhall de 
liver me from the body of this death? I thank God, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Chap. viii. 1. There is therefore now 10° 'Con- 
demnation to them which’ are in Chrift Jefis, who walk not after the 
flefh, but after the Spirits)'1 Tim. is 13. Who was -before-a ‘bla 
phemer, and a perfecutor, and injurious, «But 1 obtained” mercy; 
becaufe I did it ignorantly,vin wnbelief.cc Ver.-15, 16,.17. This is 
a faithful faying, and’ worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift Jefus 
came into the world:to fave finners; of whoni 1am chiefy Howbeit 
for this caufe I’ obtained: mercy, thatin me firft Jefus Chrift might 
fhew forth all long-fuffeting, for a’ pattern to: them which’ fhould 
hereafter ‘believe'‘on him-to: life: everlafting) «Now unto: the King 
eternal, immortal, invifible, the only. wife God, be honour and glory, 
for ever and ever, Amen.” » cove ease eID FDS Soy 

s 1 Cor. i, 30. Butiof him aré ye in: Chrift Jefus, who-of God is 
made unto us—righteoufnefs—and redemption: 2 Cor.v.21. God ~ 
hath made Chrift to be.fin for us, who knew no-fin; that we might 
be made the righteoufnefs of God: in him.’ Rom. iv. 44.’ And he 
[viz. Abraham] received the fign of citcumeifion, a feal’of the righ- 
teoufnefs of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcifed: that he 
might be the father of all them that believe; though they be not cir- 
cumeifed; that righteoufnefs might be imputed unto them alfo. 
Ver, 22,25. And therefore it-was imputed unto him for righte- 
oufnefs. Now it was not written for his fake alone, that it was im- 
puted to him; but for us‘alfo, to whom it thall be imputed, if we 
believe on him that raifed- wp Jefus our. Lord from the dead, who 
was delivered for our offences, and was raifed again for our juftifi- 
cation, AFT OS BBE seb ach TY Eile ART PECL 2: 


Qaerens e572! 


- 


Sect. XV. 


Hence my /ecurity from. wrath, , 
As firmly ftands on Je/us’ death, 
As does my title unto heav’n 
Upon his great obedience giv'n *. 


The fentence Heav’n did full pronounce, 
Has pardon’d.all my fins at once; 

And ev’n from future crimes acquit, 
Before I could. the faéts commit . 


I’m always in a pardon’d ftate 
Before and after fin ¥; but yet, 
That vainly I prefume not hence, 
Pm feldom pardon’d to my fenfe*. 


Sin brings a vengeance on my head, 
Though from avenging wrath I’m freed 7. 
And though my fins.a// pardon’d be, 
Their pardon’s not apply’d to me?.. 

Thus though I,need no-pardon more, 

Yet need new pardons ev'ry hour*, 

In point of application free ;. | 

Lord, wafh anew, and pardon me. 


SECT. XV. 
of Faith and Sight; of which more, 
nes ees Part vi. Chap. 4. . 
““Q’TRANGE contradiGions me befal, . 
_ &P I can’t believe unlets £ fees; | 


The Myftery 


_ #:Rom..v. 9. Much more then beitig now juftified by his blood, 
we fhall be faved from wrath’ through him. © 

wu Rom. v.17, 18,-T9.4~They which recdive abundance’ of grace, 
andiof, the gift of ‘righteoufne(s, (hall reigiy in life by onc, Je us 
Chrift—By the righteoufaels of one, the free gift came upon all men 
unto juftification of life By the obedieiice of one thall many be made 
righteous; Ver.21:' Grace reigns through righteoufnefs unto eter- 
nal life, by Jefus Chrift our'Lord; © 9 is os 

v Pfalm ciii..3. Blefs the’ Lord, ‘O' my foul,—who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities ; who healeth all thy difeafes.° 2 Cor. v.°t9. God 
was in Chrift, reconciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing their 
trefpafies unto them) Ver. 21. See letter s above cited: “Dan: tx. 24. 
Seventy weeks are) deterinitied ‘upon thy people, and-“upon” thy 
holy city; to finith the tranfgreffion, and to’ make an end of fits, and 


fiom the wrath to come, «© opi: 2h yt | 
z Pfal. xxxv. 3. O Lord, fay unto my foul, I am thy falvation. 


ven, ‘whom-he raifed-from the dead, even’ Jefus which delivered us — 


Andlxxx. 8. P will hear what God! the'Lord will {peak ; for he will. 


{peak! peace unto his people, and’to his faints: but let them not turn 
again to folly. Matth. ix. 2. And’ behold; they brought to him a 
man fitk oft the palfy; lying on‘a beds~and Jefus feeing thelr faith, 
faid unto the’ fick of the pall ; Son; be of good’chear, thy fins be 
forgiven thee; tele Das ei wie MINSTEN * - pani ae 

* Matth; vi. 12, And forgive us’ owt debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. r John: i. 7; 8. If we walk inthe light, as God is in the 
light, we-have tellowfhip one with another, and the’ blood of Jefus 
Chrift his Son cleanfeth us from all fin, “If we fay that-we have no 
fin we'deceive ourfelves, and the truth is‘not‘in us. | 


THE’ BELIEVER’s 


RIDDLE. 


Yet never can believe at all, 
Till once I fhut the feeing eye », 


When fight of fweet experience 

Can give my faith no helping hand c, 
The fight of found intelligence 

Will give it ample ground to ftand 4. 


I walk by faith and not by fight ¢; 
Yet knowledge does my faith refound £, 
Which cannot walk but in the light &, 
Ev’n when experience runs a-ground 4. 


By knowledge I difcern and {py 

In divine light the object fhown?; 
By faith I take and clofe apply 

The glorious object as mine own k, 


My faith thus ftands on divine light, 
Believing what it clearly fees}; 

Yet faith is oppofite to fight, 
Trufting its ear, and not its eyes ™, 


Faith lift’ning to a fweet report, 

Still comes by hearing, not by fight®; 
Yet is not faith of faving fort, 

But when it fees in divine light ° 
In fears I {pend my vital breath, 

In doubts I wafte my pafling years ); 
Yet ftill the life live is faith, 

The oppofite of doubts and fears 4. 
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a John vi. 40. And this is the will of him that fent me, that every 
one which feeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlafting 
life. 

b John xx, 29. Jefus faith unto him, Thomas, becaufe thou haft 
feen me, thou haft bélieved: bleffed are they that have not feen, and 
yet have believed, 

¢ Ifa. viii. 17, And T will wait upon the Lord that hideth his face 
from the houfe of Jacob, and Twill look for him. Chap. 1.10, Who 
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his fer~ 
vant, that walketh in darknefs, and hath no light? let him traf in 
the name of the Lord, and ftay upon his God. 
~'d Eph, i. 15,19. Wherefore I alfo, after I heard of your faith; 
in the Lord Jefus, ‘and’ love ‘unto all the faints, ceafe not to give 
thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; that the God 
of our Lord’ Jefus Chrift, the Father.of glory, may give unto you 
the Spitit of wifdom and revelation, in the knowledge of him: the 
eyes of your underftanding being enlightened; that ye may know 
what ts the hope’ of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance in the faints, and what is the exceeding greatnefs of 
his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his 
mighty power. And 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God who commanded the 
light to thine’ out of darknefs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift. 

e 2Cor, vy. 7. For we walk by faith, not by fight. 

f Jolin 'ii. ‘rt. This beginning of miracles did. Jefus in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifelted forth his glory; aid his difciples believed on 
ale ee gael ate 
““g' Pfal. ix. ro. And they that know thy name, will put their truft 
in thee, ss i 

Pia)” xxvii. 14. Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and 
he fhall {trengthen thiné heart: wait, I fay, on the Lord. - 

1 2 Cor. iit. 18. But we all with open face, beholding-as in a glafs ' 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame image, from glory 
to'glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. . 

k Johni. 12. But as many as received him, to them gave’ he 
power to become the fons of God, éven to them that. believe on. his 
name. ied . 

/ Gal. i. 16. But whet it pleafed God—to reveal his Son in me, 
that I might preach him among the Heathen ; immediately I conferred 
not with flefh and blood. =. aerekte sah 
~“m Eph. i: 13, Inwhon ye alfo trufted, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gofpel of your falvation. 

“Rom, 27, Sa eke faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by. the 
word of God! ates ESSEC: 

o Pal. xxxvi. 7. How excellent is thy loving-kindnefs, O God! 
therefore'the children of men put their truft under the thadow of thy 
Wings.” Ver. 9. For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light 
fhall we fee light. 

p Pfal. Ixxvii. 3, 4. I remembered God, and was troubled: I 
complained, and my fpirit was overwhelmed. Selah. Thou holdeft 
mine eyes wakig: I am fo troubled that I cannot fpeak. John xx, 
25. But Thomas faid unto the other.difciples, Except I fhall fee in: 
his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of 
the nails, and thruft my hand into his fide, I will not believe, Luke. 
xxiv. 21. We trufted that it had been he which fhould have redeem- 
ed Ifrael. : aS de 

g Gal ii. 20. I am ‘crucified with Chrift: neverthelefs I live; yet 
not I, but Chrift liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the 
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’T ween clearing faith and clouding fenfe, 
I walk in darknefs and in light *. 

I’m certain oft, when in fufpence, 
While fure by faith, and not by fight *. 


SECT XVI 


The Myftery of Faith and Works, and Rewards of Grace 
and Debt. 


I. Of FartH and Works. 


E that in word offendeth not, 
Is call’d a perfect man I wot?; 
Yet he whofe thoughts and deeds are bad, 
The law-perfection never had». 


1 am defign’d a perfect foul, 

Ev’n though I never kept the whole, 
Nor any precept‘; for ’tis known, 

He breaks them all that breaks but one 4. 


By faith I do perfection claim °, 
By works I never grafp the name?: 


flefh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himfelf for me. Mark v. 36. As foon as Jefus heard the word that 
was {poken, he faith unto the'ruler of the fynagogue, Be not afraid, 
only believe. Matth. viii. 26. And Jefus faith unto his difciples, 
Why are ye fearful, O yevof little faith? Chap. xiv. 31. And Jefus 
faid unto Peter, O thou of little faith, wherefore didft thon doubt ? 

r Job xxix. 1, 2, 3. Moreover, Job continued, his parable, and 
faid, Oh that I were as in months paft, asin the days when God 
preferved me: when his candle fhined upon my head, and when by 
his light I walked through darknefs. Pifal. cxii, 4. Unto the upright 
there arifeth light in darknefs, 

s 1Pet. i. 8. Whom having not feen, ye love: in whom though 
now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeakable, 
and full of glory. Rom. iv. 18,—21. Abraham againft hope believ- 
edin hope, that he might become the father of many nations; ac- 
cording to that which was fpoken, So fhall thy feed be. And being 
not weak in faith, he confidered not his own body now dead, when 
he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadnefs, of Sa- 
rah’s womb. He ftaggered not at the promife of God through un- 
belief; but was ftrong in faith, giving glory to God: and being ful- 
ly perfuaded; that what he had promifed, he was able alfo.to per- 
form. Pfalm Ixxxix. 3§,—39. His feed fhall endure for ever, and 
his throne as the fun before me. It fhall be eftablifhed for ever as the 
moon, and as a faithful -witnefs in heaven. Selah. But thou haft.caft 
off and abhorred, thou haft been wroth with thine anointed. .Thou 
haft made void the covenant of thy fervant: thou haft profaned. his 
crown, by cafting it to the ground. 

@ James iii. 2. If any man offend not in word, the fame is a per- 
fe€t man, and able alfo to bridle the whole body. we 

6 James ii, ro, For whofoever fhall keep the whole law, and. yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 

ce Rom. iv. 5, 6. To him that worketh not, but belleveth on him 
that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is, counted for righteoufnefs. 
Even as David alfo defcribeth the bleffednefs of the man unto whom 
God imputeth righteoufnefs without works. Jobi. 1. There was a 
man in the land of Uz, whofe name was Job,. and that man was per- 
fect and upright, and one that feared God, and efchewed evil. Pfal. 
Ixxi. 16, I will go in the ftrength of the-Lord God: I will.make 
mention of thy righteoufnefs, even of thinc only. Eccl. vii, 20.-For 
there is not a juft man tipon earth, that doth good, and finneth nor. 

“d James ii. 10. See letter b. Geta ‘, 

é Phil; tii. I count all things but dung that I may win Chrift, 
and be found in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs, which is’ 
of the law, but that which is through the faith of Chrift, the righte- 
oufnefs which is of God by faith, eee 

f Gal. ii, 16. Knowing that a man is not juftified by the works of 
the law,”but by the faith of Jefus Chrift: even we have believed in 
Jefus Chrift; that we might be juftified by the faith of Chrift, and 
not by the works of the law: for-by the works of the law ‘hall. no 
flefh bejuftified, ~*~ © WE Ts 

& James ii. 14. What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man 
fay he hath faith, and have not works? can faith fave him? 


h Heb. xi. 6. Without faith it is impoffible to pleafe God: for he ’ 


that cometh to God, mutt believe that he is, and that he is a reward- 
er of them that diligently feck him,. Rom. xiy. 23. Whatfoever is. 
not of faith, is fin. . 

i James ii. 17. Even fo faith, if it hath not works, is dead bein 
alone. Ver, 26. For as the body without the fpirit is dead, fo faith 
without works is dead alfo. . 

A Rom. iii. 21, 22. But now the righteoufnefs of God without the 
law is manifefted, being witneffed by the law and the prophets; even 
the righteoufnefs of God ‘which is by faith of Jefus Chrift unto all, 
and upon all them that believe; for there is no difference. Chap. iv. 
43°43 6. ‘Now to him that worketh, is the reward not reckoned of 
grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 
him that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted. for. righteouf- 


A 


Leg od 


Part Ill. 


Yet without works my faith is nought s, 
And therebyno perfection brought. 


Works without faith will never {peed 4, 
Faith without works is wholly dead’: 
Yet lam juftifi'd by faith, 

Which no law-works adjutant hath *, 


Yea, gofpel-works not help can lend}, 
Though ftill they do my faith attend ™: 
Yet faith by works is perfect made, 

_ And by their prefence juftifi'd=. 


But works with faith could never vie, 
And only faith can juftify °: 

Yet ftill my juftifying faith ~ 

No juftifying value hath P. 


Lo! juftifying grace from heav’n 

Is foreign ware, and freely giv’n 9: 
And faving faith is well:content’ 
To be a mere recipitent™?°] w+! 


Faith’s affive in may fanéity®) 0 
But here its act it ‘will deny’, 


whom God imputeth righteoufhefs without works, (9 |. 

! Phil. ii. 4, — 9. If any other man thinketly that he hath where- 
of he might truft in the flefh, I more:— touching the righteoufnefs 
which is in the law, blamelefs,. . But what things were gain-to me, 
thofe I counted lofs for Chrift. Yea doubtlefs, and I count, allthings 
but lofs, for the excelléncy of the knowledge ‘of Chrift Jefus my Lord: 
for whom I have fuffered the lofs of all things, and do count them 
dung that I may win Chrift, and be foundin{him, not-having mine 
own righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but that which is’ through 
the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is:of God by faith. Ifa. 
Ixiv..6. But. we are all as.an unclean thing, and. alt our righteoufnefs 
are as filthy rags. Hof. xiii. 9, O Mrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelf; 
but in me is thy help, , Ifa, xlv. 24, 25., Surely, thal one fay, In the 
Lord have I righteoufnefs and {trength: even to him -fhall men-come, 
and all that are incenfed againft him hall be afhamed. / In 'the Lord 
fhall all the feed of Ifrael be juftified,. and\fhall glory. samen? wv 

m Tit. iii. 8, This is a faithful, faying,/and thefe things I will that 
thou affirm conftantly, that.they which-have believed. in God, might 
be.careful to maintain, good works :.thefe things are good.and profita= 
ble unto,men,... James ji. 18. Yea, a man may fay, Thow haft faith, 
and I have, works :. fhew. me thy faith without thy works, and Iwill . 
fhew. thee my faith by; my,,works. aa 

m James.ii..21,°22. Was not, Abraham our father! juftified by 
works, when, he had, offered, Ifaac,. his. fon; upon the-altar ?.- Séeft 
thou how faith wrought, with his works, and. by,works was faith made 
perfect? Ver. 24., ¥e.fee then how that by.-works.a man:is juftified; 
and not by faith only..; :.7,' ist bes. giian rods 

o Rom. iv. 16. Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by graces 
to the end the promife might be {ure to all the'feed. Tit. iii.4,—7, 
But after that the kindnefs.and.love, of God our Saviour toward’ man 
appeared, not by. works of righteoufnefs,which-we have done, but 
according to his mercy he faved,us by the ,wathing’ of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoft: which. he thed-on-us ‘abundantly, 
through Jefus Chrift our Saviour ;, that being juftified by. -his “grace; 
we fhould be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life; -' Aéts 
x. 43. To him give all the, prophets witnefs, .that through hisiname, _ 
whofoever believeth in him, hall receive,remiffion of fins...) {1 


nefs. Even as David alfo défcribeth the bleffednefs of the man unto 


é Gal. iii, 21, 22. Is .the law. then again{t the promifes of God? 
God forbid : ,for if there had been a law given, which; could have giv- 
en life, verily righteoufnefs.fhould have.been: by the law. But .the 
fcripture hath concluded, all under fin,,that the promife, by ifaith: of 
Jefus Chrift might be given to them that believe. Luke xxii. 315-321 
And_ the Lord faid,, Simon, Simon, -behold,-Satam hath defited- to 
have you,,that he might. fift you as wheat: but I have ‘prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not; and when thou art converted, {trength- 
en.thy brethren. ..2 Cor. iii,.5. Not that we are fufficient of ourfelves 
to think any thing as of ourfelves;:. but, our. fufficiency is sof: God: 
Chap. xii. 5. Of fuch an one will I glory: yet of myfelf I will not 
glory, but-in mine infirmities, ris “OL ie tn Te 

q Rom. v. 16, 17. —7 The free gift is of many offences unto jufti- 
fication.—They which receive abundance of grace, and of the gift. of 
righteoufnels, fhall reign in life by one,’ Jefus-Chrift. Chap, iii. 244 
Being jultified freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Jefus Chrift: ) fudtevar carve Bed 0 <, ry ats 

r, Rom. v. 11. And not only-fo, but-we alfojoy in God, . through 
our Lord Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom.we have now. received the at- 
tonement... Ver, \17.,.See letter iq. Pat (lictopstiies 

f Gal v. 6. For in Jefus Chrift, neither circumcifion availeth any 
thing, nor, uncircumcifion,, but faith which worketh:by love... Acts 
xv. 9. God put no difference between us and them, purifying their 
hearts by faith, . Chap. xxvi..18. To.open their eyes, and to turn 
them from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto:God, 
that they may receive forgivene(s of fins, and, inheritance among them 
which are fandtified by faith that isin mes) fo )00),.00 0) 015 
_-s Rom. iv, 16, Therefore it is of faith, thatitimight be by grace. 


Sect. XVI. 


And frankly own it never ‘went . 
* Beyond a pafive inftrument*y' 
I labour much like holy Paul; | 
And yet not I, but grace does all ®: 
I try to {fpread my little fails, 
And wait for powerful moving gales ¥. 


When pow’'r's convey’d, I work; but fee, 
"Tis -ftill his pow’r that works in me. 
{am an agent at his call, 

Yet nothing am, for grace is all v. 


II. Of Rewards of Grace and Der, 


] N all my works I ftill regard 
The recompence of full reward *; 
Yet fuch my working is withal, _ 
I look for no reward atiall¥; ~~” 
God’s my reward exceeding great, 
\Nodeffer heaven than this:hwait:: 
«But, where’s the\earning: work fo broad, 
»» To fet me\up ‘an heir,of:God??, : 


» 


Chap. xi. 6. And if by grace, then is it no more of works; other- 
wife grace-is ho re’ prace. . oa (iy CTOs rv OEE ras 
t Eph. ai. 8;-9.-For;by grace are ye fayed,' through faith; and that 
ot.of ourfelyes;, itis,the gift of God: not of works, left any man 
ould boatt yok Cor. iv. 7. ‘For who maketh thee to differ ‘from ano- 
ther? and what haft thou’ that thou didff-iot receive? “Heb. xi. rr! 
Through faith, alfo/Sara “herfelfreceived-ftrength to’ ‘conceive: feed, 
and.was delivered of a child-when fie was\palt age, becaufe.the judged 
him faithful who had promifed. © Ver. 16. By faith Abraham, when 
he was tried, offereePap Ifaac : “and-he that’ had received'the promif- 
es, offered up this only-begotten fons > Vers 19. Accounting’ that God 
was able-to raife him aip, ; evén from; the-dead.;. from whence alfo he 
received him ina figuré,’.. Ver. 3.5. Women received their dead raifed 
to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; 
that'they might obtain a better refurreétion.”* -' » FOS 
u 1Cor. xv. 10.;But bythe =grace;of Gdd Iam what Iam: and 
his grace which, was, befoed upon Fi was, not, in vain ;.,but 1 la- 
boured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of 
God whtich was-with me. 20> OF TUT Sos Te 
(p Pfabixxd. 26.) Dwillgo inthe ftrength of the Lord God ::I will 
make mention of thy righteoufnefs, even of thine only. Song iv. 16. 
Awake, .O north wind ;, and come,. thou fouth; blow, upon my gar- 
den,’ thatthe {pices thereof may flow dut? °° 
w Phil. ii. 13. Wherefore, my beloved,‘as'ye have always obeyed, 
not as in my prefence only, but now much more in my abience; 
work out.your own, falvation with fear and|trembling: For. it is God 
which worketh in you, both to willjand to do of his good pleafure. 
Gal. ii. 20. Lam crticified’ with Chrift's feverthelefs T live; yet not 
I, but Chrift fliveth’in' me! and the life Which'T now live in‘the fleth, 
i live by the faith of the Son of God,: who loved me, and gave him- 
felf for. me. 2 Cor, xii-.9., And the,Lord, faid.unto.me, My grace 
is fufficient for thee:- for my ftrength is made perfect in weaknels, 
Mott gladly theréfore’ wiil L'rather ‘glory ‘im my infirmities, that the 


power of Chrift. may reft upon ‘me, 2!) 2 0. LW 

“Heb: xi/-24;°25, 26. By: faith-Mofes; when he :was'come to 
‘years, refufed. to. be called the fon of, Pharaoh’s daughter ;. chufing 
rather to fuffer affliction with the people. of God, than to enjoy the 
pleafures of fin for a feafon’;' efteeming the reproach of Chrift greater 
riches than the: treafures of Egypt :) for/he had refpeét unto the re- 
compence of reward. . “ 
—y 2Tim. i. 9, God hath faved us, and called us with an holy cal- 
ling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpofe 
and grace which ‘was given us! in Chrift Jefus, before the world be- 
gan. Tit. iii, 5. Not by works of righteoufnefs, which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he faved us by the wafhing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft. 
~g Gen. xv. 1. After thefe things the word of the Lord came unto 
Abram in a vifion, faying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy fhield, and 
thy éxtceeding great reward. -} Pfal./Ixxili,.25, 26.. Whom have I in 

eaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I defire. befides 
‘thee. My flefh and my heart faileth: but God is the ftrength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever. StS 

‘a Ezék xxxvi. 32. Not for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord 
God, be it known unto at be afhamed and confounded for your 
‘own ways, O houfe of Ifrael, Rom. viii. 16, 17. The Spirit itfelf 
‘peareth witnefs with our fpirit, that we are the children of God. And 
if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chrift, 
~'h Rom. iv. 4. Now to him that worketh, is the reward not reckon- 
ed of grace, but of debt. 2a , * 

¢ Pfal. lviii. 11, Verily there is a reward for the righteous: verily 
he is a God that judgeth in the earth. Ifa, lxii. r1. Behold,’ the 
Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the daugh- 


ter of Zion, Behold, thy falvation cometh; behold, his reward is 


Vou. UH. 


THE BELIEVER’s 


RIDDLE, 

Rewards of debt, rewards'of grace, 
Are oppofites in ev’ry cafe; 

Yet fure I am, they’ll both agree 

Moft jointly in rewarding me «. 
Though hell’s my juft reward for fin 4, 
Heav'n as. my juft reward I'll wine. 


Both thefe my juft rewards I know, 
Yet truly neither of them fo *. 


Hell can’t in juftice be my lot, 
Since juftice fatisfaction got f; 

Nor heav’n in juftice be my fhare, 
Since mercy only brings me there g. 
Yet heav’n is-mine by folemn-oath, 
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~~ In juftice and in ‘mercy both h: 


And God in Chri is all my truft, 
Becaufe he’s merciful and juft‘. 


CONC L B'S PON, 


] ERE is the Riddle, where’s the man 
| & Of judgment to expound? 

For mafers fam’d that cannot {can, 
In Jrael may be found §, 


with him, and his work before him. And xl. 10. Behold, the Lord 
God will come with ftrong’ hand, and hisarm fhall rule for him: be- 
hold; his reward is’ with: him, and his work before him. 

d Rom. vi. 21. What fruit had ye.then in thole things, whereof 
ye are now afhamed? for the end of thofe things is death. Ver. 23. 
The wages of fin is ‘death. Eph.'v. 6. Let no man deceive you 
with vain words: for. becaufe of thefe: things cometh the wrath of 
God upon the,children of difobedience, Gal, ili. 10,, For as many as 
are of the works of the law, are under the curfe: for it is written, 
Curfed is every. one that continueth not in all things which are writ- 
ten inthe book of the law to do them. 

e Gal. iii. 13; 1q4:-Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the 
law, being made a curfe for us: for it it written, Curfed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree :, that the blefling of Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles through Jefus Chrift; that we might receive the promife 
of the Spirit through faith: “Eph. i. 13,114. In Chrift'alfo after that 
ye believed, ye were.fealed with that holy Spirit of promife, which 
is the earneft of our inheritance, until the redemption of the purchaf- 
ed pofleffion, unto the praife of his glory.’ ‘Rom. v. 21. Grace reigns 
through ‘righteoufhefs unto. eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
And vi,,23. The gift of God is eternal life, through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord, 

* Viz. Through thefe oppofite voices of law and gofpel. 

Ff Rom. iii. 25, 26. Whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs for the remif- 
fion of fins that are.paft, through the forbearance of God; to declare, 
I fay, at this time his righteoufnefs: that he might be juft, and the 
juftifier of him that believeth in Jefus. 

g Rom. ix. 15, 16. God faith to Mofes, I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy; and I will have compaffion on whom I will have 
compaffion. So then it: is not of him that willeth; nor of him that 
runneth, but.of'God that fheweth mercy. Tit» iii. 4, 5, 6, 7. But 
after that the kindnefs and love of God our Saviour toward man ap- 
peared, not by works of righteoufnefs, which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he faved. us by the wafhing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Gholt : which he thed on us abundantly, through 
Jefus Chrift our Saviour; that being juftified by his grace, we fhould 
be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life, 

h Pfal. Ixxxix. 35, 36. Once have I fworn by my holinefs, that I 
will not lye unto David. : His feed’ fhall endure for ever, and his 
throne as the fun before me. Heb. vi. 17,18. Wherein God willing 
more abundantly to fhew unto the heirs of promife the immutability 
of his counfel, confirmed by an oath: that by two immutable things, in 
which it was impoffible for God to lye, we might have a ftrong con- 
folation; who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope fet before 
us. Pfal. Ixxxix. 14, Juftice and judgment are the habitation of thy 
throne: mercy and truth fhall go before thy face. Ver. 16. In thy 
name fhall they rejoice “all-the day: and in thy righteoufnefs fhall 
they be exalted. Ver. 24. But my faithfulnefs and my mercy thall 
be with him [viz. David my fervant]: and in my name thall his horn 
be exalted. Ver. 28. My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, 
and my covénant fhall ftand faft with him. 

-. @ Heb. ii. 17. Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made 
like unto his brethren; that he might be a merciful and faithful high 
prieft, in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the fins, 
of the people. 1 Johni. 7, 8, 9. If we walk in the light, as God is 
in the light, we have fellowfhip one with another, and the blood of 
Jefus Chrift his Son cleanfeth us from all fin. If we fay that we 
have no fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is notin us. If we 
confefs our fins, he is faithful, and juft to forgive us our fins, and 
to cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs, 

~& John iii. ro. Jefus anfwered and faid unto Nicodemus, Art thou 
a matter in Ifrael, and knoweft not thefe things? 
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For him, for him, whofe fole. prerogative: 
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Some babes in grace may mint*and ovis bit "fy: 


We infly thofe in wifdom’s lift 
Eitablifh’d faints may call, 

Whofe bitter-fweet experience bleft 
Can clearly grafp it all}. 
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The BELIEVER’ S. Lopeine and Inn while c on n earth: 


Yet aiming right fucceed™: © 
But frrangers they in relareys 
‘Who not at all can Racca) Tien bed 


; -O R, <x tye waa fis *. Syren. sont o. 

sideow: vor dont w3¥ 

4 Poem and. d Parapbrae upon Pal. “ixexiv:, ‘swat ae doo! I 
a niaihss 4x5 i 7 vir 2betd 


Ver.t re, Hew ohn are thy aes 0 Sond of ho of By 


EHOVAH, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
Sole Monarch of the univerfal hott, 

Whom the attendant armies ftill revere, 
Whichin bright robes furround the higher fphere; 
Whofe fov’reign empire {ways the hellifh band 
Of ranked legions in th’ infernal land; 
Who hold’ft the earth at thy unrivall’ d beck, : 
And ftay’ft proud forces with a humbling check; 
Ev’nthofe whofenamecommandsanawfuldread, 
Yet deigns to dwell with man in very deed: 
O what refrefhment fills the dwelling-place 
Of thine exuberant unbounded grace! 
Which with fweet pow’r does joy and praife extort, 
In Zion’s ténts, thine ever-lovd refort: 


Where glad’ning .ftreams of mercy from above 


Make fouls brim-full of warm feraphic love. 
Of fweeteft odours all thy garments fmells;,} , 
Thy difmal abfence proves a thoufand hells, | 
But heav’ns of joy are where thine honour r 
dwelt padeaenet j 


Ver. 2. My foul longeth, yea, even ‘aintetb for the courts 
of the Lord: my heart and my fle/b crieth out ate the 
living God. 


Therefore on thee I centre my defire, .-) 037) 
Which veh’mently burfts out in ardent fire. 
Deprived, ah! I languifh in my plaint, _ 

My bones are feeble, and my fpirits faint. . 

My longing foul pants to behold a gain 

Thy temple fill’d with, thy’ majeftic train; 

Thofe palaces with heav'nly « odour ftrew’ a: 
And regal-courts, | where Zion’s, King i is view va: 
To fee the beauty of the higheft One, » 

Upon his holy mount, his lofty throne: 


Whence virtue running from the living Head. 


Reftores the e dying, and revives the dead. © 
For him my heart with cries repeated founds, 
To which my flefh with echoes loud Febpundas: 
For him, for him, who life in death can give, ) 


Is from and to nant Be to ing 


Vere oy Yea, He fparrow hath: fact:aibogp lad ‘the 
Jwallow:a neft for herfelf, where pss lay her 


young, even thine altars,:O:Lord Gfiliofts, my King 
and my God. 
ix FE nO 


Alas! how from thy lovely. dwellings ein tive 
Long banith’d, do:the’happy birdsenvy;\' * 


Which, ‘chufing thy high : altars : for: their het 


On rafters of thy tabernacle.reft 


be i) led saul hes ¥ wie 


Here dwells the /parrow of a chit pit ‘tongue, 


And here the /wallow lays her ten der” : 


Faint facrilege!. they feize the facred. fj Ot, 


And feem to glory,o’er-my: abfent: epee Be. xe 
Yet fure I have more {pecial right to! ‘thees+ 5 enw 
Than all the brutal hofts of earth ‘and fea? ba ape 


rt ary {) 


That Sov’reign, at, whofe. government they bow, 


Is wholly mine'by his-eternal: WONG! 3021 


My King t to rule my heart; and quell my foes; ). 


My God t’extract my well from prefent woes, > 
Sait crown. Lge Dice glory iat: the ‘clofes: - 


19879 uy ie 30 aoliieen eae? 


Vath “Bh ‘fed are they ‘thab dwell i in thy ‘boufe.:, they 
ae be. ell asm taney moved Wg tylt Hdd ou 


5 fserccr Won Fl ‘Rt iO. 5998S toig Mt Gt ££ Freer 

0 Happy: they that: haunt: thy! boufe below, 
And to the royal fanétuary. flow3°"" > 
Not. for itfelf,. but-for the ‘glorious One 


Who there inhabits his erected: throne! Gani eae 


Others pafs by, but here their dwellin, 
O happ “ as 


rp 
Blefs’d with the fplendid lnftre of his face, . . 


Blefs'd with the high melodious found of ‘grace, 
That’ wakens, fouls into a. fweet’ aii, Agta jewoy |), 


or ot aot, ray a 


And turns their. fpirits, toa har 


Which loudly makes. the lower te em “e ring 


aa ae oti 
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Self-drained fouls, yet flowing to the brim, _ And promis’d, by thy facred Deity, 
Becaufe void in themfelves,: but full in him. His King and covenanted God to be; : 
-Adam the firft difcufs’d their ftock of ftrength, Therefore my heir aré cente?r’d all it thee. 
The fecond well retriev'd the fum at length ;.. 
_ Who keeps’t.himfelf, a furer hand indeed; .. Ver. 9. »Beboldy 0 God; our field and look upon the 

To give not as they lift, but as they need. face of thine aiheinted. 
When raging furies threaten fudden harms, 
He then extends his everlafting arms ; Omnipotent, whofe armour none can wield, 
‘When Satan drives his pointed fiery darts, Zion’s great buckler and defenfive fhield; 
He gives them courage and undaunted hearts § Thy pure untainted eyes cannot behold 
To quell his deadly force with:divine {kill; ©» Deformed mortals in their finful mold, 


And adds newftrength to dotheir Sov’: reign ’swill: Unlefs: their names be graved on'the breatt 
When fore harrafs’'d by fome outragious lutt, Of Zion’s hd coniecrated Prieft. 

He’ levelling its’ ‘pow'r unto'the duft, «0°: : 

Makes faints negara him = ti . their truft. 


axyer 


fit ee tal 6 Sie te rah sa aa Reflect the lute: of his ae fate , | 
ie JOM al boas M6 They're not themfelves now, but divinely trim ; 
: Such heav’ pdbodnufiulled minat to darth. confi d; For wholly what they are, ‘they are in him: 
¥: Truth’s high-way-fills theircelevated mind: And@henice' Jiwovs x's all: ‘difcerning eye 
ono. They, bound: for Zion, prefs: with forward: aim, Cannot in them‘efpy deformity: E 
—-. Astir'el’s thalesito:old Jerufalemi's =. > Then’ look Qn: him, Lord, and 1 in him on Me. 
Be res, = — throughia: “hasta land 
eg rough oppofitions numerous and. gran Ver. ro. Fo a day in Py 9 courts is better than ‘a thou- 
ee ee eng ees ie rageee y flocks > fand: I had rather bea, door-keeper i in the houfe of my. 
Ape Seay erscanepmet pesca go] ; “God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedne/s. 
Not mov’d by all oppofing harms aka G May I.poffefs'aé thy dovsetie child; ~ 
The vale cbachor yields dd Gilboa top,.)0:5 The houfe that by JeHovan’s name is ftyl'd: 
The vale ofiAchor yields a doot of hope: | For royal glories deck thofe courts of thine, 
For Heav’n in plenty does their labour crown, Which with majeftic rays fo brightly fhine, 
By making filver fhow'rs to trickledown; | = That fhould my mind prefent an earth of gold, 
Till empty pools imbibe: a pledfant fill, As full of worldly joys as earth can hold; 
BPG: ceae are heart’ned up the bill, ¢ Sweet'grace fo fills thy houfe; I'd grudge'to {pare 
By mafly drops.of joy which-down diftill. One moment here, for thoufand ages there. 


Vari'7. They go'from pirength ae ong th, sree oneiof ‘That “Being which poffeffes all; if mine.“ 


them in Zion’ seo cg ‘before Go my ON Mycipirit SNS rather would eri bade’ 
ae '<- The meaneft office in his holy place; < 
-* Thus they, ‘refrethed by. fuperior aids And by the threfhold of his’ houfe within, 


. Are not defatigated nor difmay'd; Than fit in fplendor.on‘a throne of fin. © 
Becaufe they. ate, ¢ truth the ye aot In Fefus’ out I'd chufe the loweft place, * 
As potent as at RN in ith ea nok! toag, At his faints feet, fo I might fee his face. — 
Hence they fhall travel with yore ant thinds, ye, ino my lampof outward peace fhould burn? 

; Mott brightly, yet {would inceffant mourn, - 
| The set ah fo heir -vigour.n PSs sete While ee wicked Meek I as Akita! . 


Theit tren igh by imi rather more. Ver. 11. F or “the Lord Cod i is a fun a foield : the Lord 


And wear real: ‘endu’d, will give grace and glory: no good Lass ee be 
Still as ney journe y yhavethetengh renew? ~with-hold from: them that walk uprightly. © 
= glorious bark race, Peeples od For God the Lord, whofe courts Hloveto haunt, 
« = ? 
ae Be caivers in! vehauiietnhe ce sed a, Bee ry Bee a Ae ape eae! antes ae : 
fra. >, onéiad un for light, 'a thield for ttre , More, 
oe ate a tare Fig : wh land, ¢ On earth he gives his race, in‘héav'n his glore, Ke 
Sart Pecan we 72 lo 2 be ee This radiant fun, of life and light the fource, © : a 


- g vy, Scatters the fhades by’s circumambient courfe; _ 
rT. Gad Lard God of ere bear: myfprayer: give eur, Yea , guides bemi E dPedewild oi ae = ‘ 
s lee Sones And glorioufl radiating gleams. : 
eat Cod of num’rous zis reignsalone_ a; ey. thield is polith’d bright with pow ae es 
€ e poffeffor of th’ imperial throne; a helt klings in a perlous hour. Eos 
ental ee of Pip wlace, grace. Holes reary travellers would have, 


" ceo aU ie nd a thiel fave.’ ont = 
ae tale pays, ee giv’n ao the (oul 
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“99a a. OAR of God-difhon’ring crimes. . 
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Uprgnnlen too of heart and life does fall — 
Unto their fhare, who having him, have xh 
In them the grace he gives, he ftill regards; © 
Gives holinefs, and then his gift rewards. 
For to his own upright and divine brood. - 


'He’s boundtograntev’nallthat’s greatand ood. c 


By’s ownfure word, firm oath, and facred bloo 


Ver. 12. O Lord of ye, ble He ws the man that try? 
eth in thee. . 


oO then, Jenovan, God ae armies I Siete 
To whom the pow’rs of earth,and heav’n belon g3 
How vaftly bleffed is the fixed'man, ~ 
Who by. a firm fiducial boldnefs.can,\ 0. 
Thro’ grace and ftrength difpenfed from above, 
So fweetly fcan the height. of divine love,, | 
As to derive his comfort wholly thence,:.. .. 
obi on this rock to found his Sonfidencet Rta 


What fcrolls of blifs are in this call inroll’ d,. 
Is too fublime for feraphs to unfold. 

Sift, human wifdom, in a deepamaze! _. 
Let rapid floods of life his glory raife, 
Till time be drown’d in his eternal praife. 


A fourfold Exercife for the BE L1 EVER 
in his Lodging.’ 


I, - ‘The XG LAW; 
bg Dalat 


The Ten Gesendncat Exod. 3 + XK. 31 Fonts 


NS O God ‘but me thou halt adore. 
No image frame to bow before, 
3. My holy name take not in vain, 4), 
4. My facred Sabbath don’t profane, ae : 
5. To-parents render. due refpect. 
6. All murder fhun, and malice check, |” 
7. From filth and whoredom bafe abftain,- = 
8. From theft and_all unlawful gain. 9. 
-g..Falfe witnefs flee, and fland’ring fpite. 
to. Nor covet what's thy neighbour's right. | 


tL. The U NHOLY HEART the direct oppofite 


to God's law, Rom. vii. 14.5 ; 


° 2 pa: 


“The Krledge of Sin by the 5 Rom. i ili, 20, 


‘Y heart’s to many gods aflave. -_ 
_ Of imagery an. hideous, CAVE... 
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6. | 
7. A cage of birds and thoughts nce! . 
8.: 
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Cur etenim, moriens, tot vulnera 1 feva tuls fe, 
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Part V. 


A throne of pride and felf-conceit. 
A flaughter-houfe of wrath and ips 


A den of thieves and frauds unfeen.) >.’ 
An heap of calumnies unfpent. © 9) © re 
A -euipls of agen ‘and difeontent. : ft 


‘BR Y 


Mb ‘The cLoriovs OOSPEL; 


She Api 


‘ cio os 


Cur Ri I ST “the End of the dull for Rightent, | 


Rom..x., ac 


jifcy LITK: 
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And the abfolue Need oe: Ae Remedy. inferred 


_from:the Prémifles., 4 ofelv 


[ENCE t Geist nines ohh fe fens oer 


oe aad J 


wy ee ee 


Whofe heart and ie fulfils not’ Rath ‘ea 


‘What fhall Ldo,unlefs for bail f° ao 


1 from the law to:grace appeal? =f iy ge re 


ea 


‘oShe reigns through Fe/us’ reblcoictnnds¢ yon 5S 


Which giving juitice full. i mere elo fo" ah, 
On grace’s door this motto: grav'd, » dvied'T 
Let fin be damn’ d, and jfinnersfav'de qo darrotdT 
O wifdom’s deep myfterious ‘way! 91) ove: 
Lo, at this door Pll waiting flay, « so0c) 5, 
Till fin and’ hell both pafsaway. +": diiw oy 
But in this blifs:to fhew my 'part,! b'yor) 2 
Grant, through thy: law gravid: ‘in my heart, a 


uy life mete dhew. we graving. arto olsven 


Tparty 3 « 
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DH yiosiq fi 2 VESH 104 


Which may te eorlerived: in ee élltgiots Went ads 


Lb ISEDY ‘of a certain Author.) 4b 


VECO yd 


% 9 M.tuus in ‘vita; ‘tua funt mea funera, Chriftes,: 7 


Da, precor, imperi foeptra’ tenere. tui. 


x SAS wacs vo 


ret 


Si non fum regi ‘portio parva tei? ods atl 


Cur rigido, latuit. ta. vita a ace i ee ob 10H ath, 


ae 3 eo ce 


a 


On arte MAY BE THUS aNLisHEDE gif’) 
His Tm thine in life and death; 


> wee 
‘ dq coh Ue 


Oh let me conqu’ring hold thy cheb" oa 
_ Why. fhar’d the, crofs thy ° vital breath, 
If not to make me fhare. thy, crow 


"Why laid in jail of cruel grave, — Enoki yola-o2 
_ Ifnot:thy death’ from: eath me : free?” yf: 
5 ee Lord, infure the blif fs 1 


eal ee nd: 4 Al g 
em ree Beat 228 Sti iBtq U Hols qisd ba& 
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Sect. I. 


In pain, yet unconcern’d, I live, 

And languifh when I fhould believe. 
Lord, if thou'ceafe to come and ftay 
My foul in fin will pine away. 


In fin, whofe ill'no tongue can tell, 
To live is death,’ to die is hell: 

O fave, if not from thrall’s arreft,. 
Yet fave me, Lord, from fin at leatt. 


This for his merit’s fake’l feek, 
Whofe blood and wounds do mercy fpeak ; 
Who left the rank of glorious choirs, 
And heav’nly flow’rs for earthly briers. 
Our Samfon took an holy nap 
Upon our feeble*nature’s lap: 
He wand’ring in a pilgrim’s weed, 
Did tafte our griefs, tovhelp‘our need. 
Earth’s fury¢did upon him light. © 
2. How black was Herod’s cruel {pite! 
‘Who, to be fre of murd’ring one, 
- Left he be fpar’d did pity none! 
® Hell hunts the babe a few days old, 
' That came to rifle Satan’s fold: . 
All hands purfu’d him ev’n to death, 
That came'to fave from fin and wrath, 
O mercy! ignorant of bounds! 
Which all created thought confounds ; 
He ran outright a faving race 
For them that unto death him ‘chafe. 
O fin! how heavy is thy weight, 
That prefs’d the glorious God of might, 
Till proftrate on the freezing ground, |. 
He fweat his clotted blood‘around ! 


His hand the pond’rous globe does prop, 


This weight ne’er made him fweat a drop: 


But when fin’s load upon him lies, 
He falls‘and {weats, and grones and dies. 
Alas! if God fink under fin, 

How {fliall the man that dies therein? 


How deeply down, when to the load - 
ke adds the flighted blood of God?) 
Lord, let thy fall my rife obtain, 

Thy grievous fhame my glory gain; 
Thy crofs my lafting crown procure, 
Thy death my endlefs life infure. — 


O fend me down a draught of love, 

Or take me hence to drink above: 
egg lerers water fills my cup, 

But tatre all griefs are fwallow’d up. — 


Love here is fcarce a faint defire ; 
But there the {park’s a flaming fire. 
Joys here are drops that pafling flee; 
But there an ever-flowing fea. 


My faith, th’#t fees fo darkly here, 
Will there refign to vifion clear: 
My hope, that’s here a weary groan, 
Will to fruition yield the throne. 
Here fetters hamper freedom’s wing; 

- Bur there the captive is aking: °°: 
And grace is like a bury’d feed; © 
But finners there are faints indeed. 
My portion’s here a crumb at beft ; 
But there the Lamb’s eternal feaft: ~ 
My praife is now a fmother’d fire ; 
But then I'll fing, and never tite. 
Now dufky fhadows cloud my day; ~ 

. But then the fhades will fleé away: 
My Lord will break the dimming glafs, 
And fhew his glory face to fate. 
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My num’rous foes now beat me down ; 
But then I'll wear the victor’s crown: 
Yet all the revenues I’ll-bring 

To Zion's everlafting King. 


tS le Op | eo 


The deferted BELL EVER’S PRAYER under Complaints 


of Unbehef, Darkne/s, Deadnefs, and Hardnefs. 


{ 4 ] Hat means this wicked wand’rin g heart? 
This! trembling ague of my foul? 
Would Fe/fus but a look impart, 
One look from him would make me whole, 


But will he turn to me his face, 

From whom. he juftly did withdraw? 
To me who flighted all that. grace 

I in my. paft experience faw. 


Lord, for thy promife fake return, ,, . 
Apply thy pard’ning, cleanfing blood ; 
Look down with pity on a worm, 
With cov’nant-mercy do me good. 


When thy free Sp’rit the word applies, 
And kindly tells me thou art mine, 
My faithlefs:finking heart replies, 
Ah, Lord! I wifh I.could be thine. 
My faith’s fo ’nighted in my doubts, 
I caft the;offer'd good away; 
And lofe, by raifing vain difputes, 
The wonted bleflings of the day. 


Was e’er one prefs’d with fuch a load, 
Or pierce’d with fuch an unfeen dart ; 
To find at once an abfent God, 
And yet, alas! a carelefs heart? 


Such grief as mine, a grieflefs grief, 
Did ever:any mortal fhare? 

An hopelefs;hope, a lifelefs life, 
Or fuch unwonted carelefs care? 


"Tis fad, Lord! when for night’s folace 
Nor moon, nor ftarry. gleams appear; 

Yet worfe, when in this difmal cafe. 
My heart is:hard’ned from thy fear. 


"Twas not becaufe no fhow’rs did flow 
Of heav’nly manna-at.my door ; 


» But by my. folly ’m into » 


A worfe condition than before. 


Come, Lord; with greater pow’r; for why, 
Mine fure,: is not a common cafe: 

Thou offer’ft to unvail; yet I 
Do {fcarce:incline to. fee thy face. 


Such languid faint defires I feel 
Within this wicked ftupid heart ; 

I fhould, I would ; but that I will 
I hardly dare with truth aflert. 


O to be free of that vile wrack, 
That bafely keeps me from my God! 
I flee from thee, Lord; bring me back. 
By tender love; or by the rod. 


In paths of righteoufnefs direét, 
New proofs of tliy remiffion give; 
Then of thy:name I'll mention make 
With grateful praifes while I live: 


On banks of mercy’s boundlefs deep 
With {weeter eafe I'll foar and fing, _ 
Than kings of feather’d hofts, that fweep 
The oozy fhore with ealy wing. 
But if thy mind omnifcient know : 
I’m for this abfent blifs unfit, 
Give grace to‘hate my fins, and to . 
Their righteous punifhment fubmit. 


nt — aa Ne ee LS a a 
642 GOSPEL *SONNETS* «| | Part Vi 
But let me ne’er thy Spirit lack, Self in myfelfI hate, = 


That by his aid my prayers may come 
Before him, who can wifely make — 
Ev’n diftance lead his people home. 


Deep wifdom can my foul prepare 
By prefent woes for abfent blifs. 

By acid griefs that now I fhare, 
He can convey the joys I mifs. 


Who all from nothing’s womb difclos’ d, 
Can make the amazing product ceafe ; 
With him our order is confus’d,. 
By him confufion brings forth peace.. 
Then, Lord, ne’er let me bafely fpurn 
Againft thy fearchlefs unknown ways; 
But magnify thy work, and turn 
My groans and murmurs into praife. © 


Let me fubmiffive, while I live 
Thy awful juftice own with fear: 
Yet penfive let me never grieve © 
Thy tender-‘mercy by defpair. 


Since though by fin I foully fwerv'd, 4 
And lewdly from my glory fell, 

I’m chaften’d here, and not eran d 
To feel the weight of fin in hell; 


Thy high right-hand’s once joyful days 
In my diftrefs I'll call to mind; 

And own that all thy darkeft ways 
Will ya prove thee good and kind. 


S:E -@ T. Il. 


The BELIEVER wading through Depths of Defertion 
and Corruption. 


OR D, when thy face te hid’ft, 
And leav'ft me long to plore, 
I faithlefs doubt ofall thou didtt 
_And wrought’ for me before. 


No marks of love I find, | 
No grains of grace, but wracks j ; 
No track of heav’n is left behind, 
No groan, no fmoking flax. 


But fay, if all the gufts 
And grains of love be fpent, 
Say, Farewel Chrift, and welcome lufts ; 
Stop, ftop ; I melt, I faint. 


‘Lord, yet thou haft my heart, 
This bargain black I hate; 
- J dare not, cannot, will not part 


=“ With thee at fuch a rate. | 
e Once, like a father good, 
— a Thou did with grace perfume ;. ; 


Watt thou-a father to conclude > 
With dreadful judge's oom! Pe 


- Confirm thy former deed, Bt 
Reform what is defil’d 350i 3 : 
i was, lam, Ul) ftillabide 

‘Thy choice, thy charge, thy child, 


Love-feals thou didft ees 


| Thou juftly. mayft me > doo m.to. 


To make me bite at ev’ ry bait, 


That’s matter of my groans. 
Nor can I rid me from the mate | 
That caufes me to moan. 
O frail, unconftant flefh! —_ 
Soon trapt inevry gin; 
Soon turn’d, o’erturn’d, and fo afselh 
Plung’d j in the gulph of, fin. 
Shall I be flave to fits o'sinse 
My Lord’s moft bloody foe? _ 
I feel its pow’rful fway within ; we, 
How long fhallit be fo? = 


How long, Lord, fhall I fay? aie te 


How long in Mefech here? ont) 


| Difhon’ring thee from. day to day,» hue 5 $ 


-Whofe name’s to me fodear? 
"While fin, Lord, breeds my’ are» a'ivie. 
And makes me fadly pine; - wo 
With blinks of grace, O giant relief, ok V4 
Till beams. of | skernt dhineda} od oi Hot 


yf 
& 
‘Ty 
— 


Peds 
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Cis habema of Sin, min aka ron of jan 


] F black see by. defert fhould go. UE 
Then, Lord, my due defert is. Sea 
Which robs from fouls immortal j IDNs ox 

And from their bodies mortal breath. 


But in fo great a Saviour, : way b eee aad 
Can e’er fo bafe.a worm’s annoy Ty 
Add any glory tothy powr, 
Or any gladnefs to thy. JOY a CEP te 


And everlafting flames of fire 


Out | era hited 
But on a wretch to pour ‘thy wrath rere 


Can never fure bé worth thine i ire. 


Since Fe/us the atonement. was, - ripe 
Let tender,mercy me releafe; 


Let him be umpire of my caufe, i a . 


And pafs the: gladfome doom ae peace. : 


Let grace forgive, and love forget 
My bafe, my vile apoftafy; — 
And temper thy deferv’d hate 
With love and mercy toward } me. 


The ruffling : winds and raging: blafts 
Hold me in conftant cruel chace; 


oe 


They break my anchors, lhe sat : 


Allowing no repofing place. 
The boift’rous feas | with Sorell 


On cor ideas Ba fe at a efight cb 


“Heav’n, ‘overca 


*. r = ~~ . 
iapaeas yee 


Dims all the de lan siding light. ia Sie. 
The hellith fi furies rp es ly in w wait | i ink ll te 
To win my : oul ir into their pow’ rs t5 ihe fe 


And thus my killing oe d 
I lie inchain’d i in! in anc 


ee Next border un 


Fate 


~~ 


Sect. V, VI. 


To drown the wight that wakes the blaft, 
Thy fin-fubduing grace afford ; 

The ftorm might ceafe, could I but caft 
This troublous Fonab over-board. 

Bafe flefh, with flefhly. pleafures gain’d, 
Sweet grace’s kindly {uit declines ; 

When mercy courts ‘me for its friend, 
Anon my fordid flefh repines. 

Soar up; my foil, to Zador hill, 

. Catt. off this:loathfome:prefling load ; 

Long is the date-of,thine exile, 
While abfent from thy Lord, thy God. 

Dote not.on earthly weeds:and toys, 


Which: do not; cannot fiiit thy tafte: 


‘The flow’rs of everlafting joys . 
Grow up apace for thy repatt. 
Sith that the glorious God above 
In. Fefus bears love to:thees: oc: 9:0. 
How bafe, how brutith is thy. love. .. 
Of any being lefs:than;he?., 
Who for. thy love did:chufe:thy grief; » 
Content in love :toilive and die: 
Who lov’d thy love more than his life; 
And with his life thy love did buy. 
Since then the God of richeft grace 

With thy poor love enamour'd is ; 
How high a-crime will thee reprove, ~ 

If hot enamour’d deep with his? 
Since on the verdant field of grace 

His love does thine fo hot purfue; 
Let love meet love with chafte embrace; 

Thy «mite-a:thoufand-fold is due. 
Rife, love, thou early heav’n, and fing, 

Young little dawn of endlefs day: 
Pll on thy mounting fiery wing 

In joyful raptures melt away: 


SECT. V. 


The deferted Soul’s Praxer for the Lord’s gracious 


and Sin-fubduing Prefence. 

Kee Jefus, come in love to me, _ 
: _ And make no longer ftay; — 
Or elfe receive my foul-to thee; * - 

That breathes to be away’ ~~ 
A Lazar at thy gate I lie, 

As well:it me becomes, 
For childrens: bread afham’d to cry: 

O grant.a dog the crumbs... 


My wounds.andi rags my need proclaim, ' 
‘Thy needful help:infure:, © | 

My wounds, bear witnefs that I’m lame, 
My rags that am poor. , 

Thou many,at thy door doft feed,. 
With mercy when diftreft ; 

O wilt thou not fhew an alms-deed 
To me among the reft? 7 

None elfe can give my foul relief, 
None elfe can eafe my moan, 

But he whofe abfence is my grief: 
All other joys be gone. © | 


How can I ceafe from fad complaint? — 
How canIbeatreft? 4 _ 
My mind can never be content. - 
To want my nobleft guett. 
Drop down, mine eyes, and never tire, - 


Ceafe not on any.terms, 
Until I have my heart’s defire, 
“My Lord within my arms. 
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My heart, my hand, my fpirits fail, 
When hiding off he goes ; 

My fleth, my-foes, my lufts prevail, 
And work my daily woes. 

When fhall I fee,that glorious fight 
Will all my fins deftroy? 

That Lord of- love, that lamp of light, 
Will banith all annoy! 


O could I but.from finning ceafe, 
And wait-on Pi/gah’s hill, 

Until I fee him: face to face, 
Then fhould)my foul be full. 


But fince corruption. cleaves, to me, 

_ While I in-Aedar-dwell ; 

O give me leave to long for thee, 
For abfence isia hell. 


_ Thy glory-fhould be dear to. me, 


Who me fo dear. haft bought: 
O fave from rend’ring ill'to thee 
For good which thou haft wrought. 


With fear I crave, with hope I'cry, 
Oh promis’d favour fend! 

Be thou thyfelf, though chang’ling I 
Ungratefully offend. 

Out of thy way remove the lets, 
Cleanfe this polluted den ; 

Tender-my fuits, cancel my debts: 
Sweet Fe/us, fay, AMEN. 


mime. T.. + VIL 


The.Sonc of Heaven defired by Saints on Earth, 


mse RO RA vails her rofy face, 

When brighter Phebus takes her place; 
So glad will grace refign her room 
To glory in the heav’nly home. 


Happy the company that’s. gone 

From crofs to crown, from thrall to throne; 
How loud they fing upon the fhore, 

To which they fail’d in heart before! 


Ble/s'd are the dead, yea, faith the word, 
That die in Chri the living Lord, 

And on the other fide of death 

Thus joyful {pend their praifing breath : 


“ Death from all death has fet us free, 
* And will our gain for ever be; 

* Death loos’d the mafly chains of woe, 
* To let the mournful captives go. 


“ Death is to us a {weet repofe ; 

“ The bud was op’d to fhew the rofe ; 
“ The cage was broke to let us fly, 

* And build our happy. neftion high. 

“ Lo! here we do triumphant reign, 

“ And joyful fing in lofty ftrain. 

“ Lo! here we reft, and love to be, 

“ Enjoying more than faith could fee. ' 
“The thoufandth part we now behold, 
“ By mortal tongues was never told ; 

“ We got a tafte, but now above 

“ We forage in the fields of love. 


- Faith-once ftole down a diftant kifs; - - 


“ Now love cleaves tothe cheek of blifs ; 

“: Beyond.the fears*of more mifhap 

“ We gladly reft in glory’s lap. 

“ FKarth was to us a feat of war; 

“In thrones of triumph now we are. 

* We long’d to fee our Fefus dear, - > 
“ And fought him there, but find him here. 


“ We walk in white without annoy, ” 
In glorious galleries ‘of joy ; 

And crown’d with everlafting bays, 
We rival Cherubs in their praife. 


No longer we complain of wants, 
We fee the glorious King of faints, 
* Amidft his joyful hofts around, 
With all the divine glory crown‘d. 


“ We fee him at his'table-head © 

With living water, living bread, 

' His chearful guefts inceffant load 

“ With all the plenitude of God. 

“ We fee*the holy flaming fires, 9/1! 5" 
Cherubic and feraphic quires; © ~ 

* And gladly join with thofe'on high,’’*, * 
* To warble praife, eternally, 22:!-1¢2 20" 
“ Glory to'God that here we came,’ 
And glory'to.the glorious Lamb: 
Our light, our life, our joy, our all 

Is in our’arms, and ever-fhall. 


Our Lord’is ours, and we are his; 
Yea, now we fee him as he is: 
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The BELIEVER’S PRINCIPLES “concerning : 


i Cetin and Redemption. 
2.. Law and Gofpel. 
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** And hence we like unto him are, 
.© And full his gloriousimage fhare. 


“ No darknefs now, no difmal night, , 
“ No vapour intercepts the light; . 
“ We fee for ever face toface - 
* The higheft Prince in higheft place. 


“ This, this does heav’n enough afford, 
We are for ever with the Lord: 
“ We want nomore, for all is giv’n; 

. “© His prefence-is the heart of heav’n.” |) 
While thus I laid my liffning ear 
Clofe to the door of heav’n to hear; °° 
And then the facred page did view, *o1) 10° 
Which told meall I heard was true;) :\//. 


Yet thew’d me ‘that the heav’nly fong f 91 Biot oe 


6c 


Surpaffles evr’y mortal tongue, 

With fuch unutterable ftrains ©) snd) «1 
As none in fett’ring flefhi attains: wis"! 

Then faid I, “ O to mount away, °! Wo 
“ And leave this clog of heavy clay !'* 

“ Let wings of time more haity fly,:ot of 

“ That I may join the fongs on high.” »') 


“ 


wel 


i 


rok 
5. Heaven:and:Larth, ro; a 


2. Fuftification and Santiijication, 


GC eae I. 


The BELIEVER’s PRINGIPLEs concerning Crea- 
tion and Redemption; or, Some of the firft Prin- 
ciples of the Oracles of Gop. . 


5 WEEE CTY, Ti 
Of CREATION. 


The firft chapter of Gene/is compendifed ; or the 
firft feven days work, from the following Latin 
lines engli/hed. : 


Ps IMA dies celum, & terram, lucemque, creavit. 
Altera diftendit fpatium, diferimen aquarum. 

Tertia fecernens undas, dat gramina terris. 

Quarta creat folem <> lunam, celeftiaque aftra. ' 

Quinta dedit pifces,, eadem genus omne volantum.- 

Sexta tulit pecudes, hominem quoque quem Deus ipfe 

Condidit ; inde operis requies lux feptima fulfit. 


In ENGLISH THUS: 


. The-next, a water-fund'ring firmament. 

. The third made. dry land {pring with flow’ ry pride. 
. Lhe fourth fet up bright lamps times to divide. 

. The fifth brought fwimming fifh and fling fowl. 

. Lhe fixth, earth's herds, and man to bear the rule. 

. The feventh brought forth no more, yet brought the 
The. lab'ring creature's and Creator’s tefi. «| beft, 


“I Aw BA YN 4 


. The firft day, heav'n, earth, light, Jruovan Jeni. 


YOR THUS? 
The firft day, at JeHovan’s word, 
Did heav'n, and earth, and light afford... 


The next, a firmament fo wide 
As might the water’s courfe divide. 


The third, fevering lands from feas, 


_ Made earth produce herbs, grafs, and trees, 


The fourth, fun, moon, and ftars of light 
Set up, to.rule-the day and night.:« . 


The fifth made fifth in depths to move,” «* 
And fowls to fly-in air above. if 
The fixth all earthly beafts did bring, 
And man to be the creatures king. 

The feventh, of all thefe days the beft, 
Was made for God and man to réf. 
Redemption-work doth. bring again 
The firft of thefetobethe main. _ 
Fetching new Aeav'ns and earth in fight, 
And immortality tolightes4 

Since then the firf is now the bef, 
Keep well this pledge of endlets ref. 


The Sum of CREATION. 2 


All things from nothing, to their fov’reignLord 
Obedient rofe, at his commanding word. | 
Fair in his eye the whole creation ftood;/ 
He faw the building, and pronoune'd i good, 


a fem 


3 
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- Andnow each work (while nature’sfabric ftands) 
Be .. Loud for its wifeand mighty Lord demands 
_. . Arent of praife, aloud andlofty fong, 


ae 


From evry rational beholder’ S fongne,; eatin 
Bet Suet ist 
a OP REDEMPTION. 


The Myfteryoft the Redeemer? ‘Ss Incarnation; or; 
God manife ifefied in the fe ofh, ‘a Tim. i iii. 16, John i 1, 14. 


Ce OVER ST trite On oy 


XX 7 HAT tho’ thes daar “fink with dread, 
VY. Rife upand forma pyramid? 

Tho! ' floods fhould guth from rocks 
Or living fouls from wither'd aloe og 


“To hear of an incarnate God, de. 
Is yet more wonderful maaan WAG) Sh 
Or to behold how God mutt hi gh | ve : 

~ Could in our nature breathe and di 


é my 


© What though the bright’ ange ic 4 
Oe aes ate to crawling worms? 
eR Nett vere but creatures fi S. 

reir Greator’s will. als 


TFs | whangé: a thoufand: ways, 
. is not fuch amazement raife, 


uch. a fcene as this difplay, 
’ eternal Word a piece of clay.” 


God-man a ftrange. contexture fix’d, 
‘Yet not confufed nor commix’d; 
of Yet ftilla myft’ry great and freth, - 
A Spirit infinite: made. feo a 


What though” ‘when nothing heard his call, 
; ~ Notbiig obey’d and brought forth ‘al/ 2. 
What though he nothing’s brood maintain, 
a  Orall: annihilate agains! one 


Let. nothin, : into being | pa afs, <Reaaee vt ee 2 
Or back again to what it was? Sela bi 

- But, lo! the God of beings here, 

= As turn’d to nothing doth ‘appear! heck 


All heav’n’s aftonith’d at his frie 
Sees: / The mighty God became a worm. 
vn Arian pride to him fhould Ee . 
sor peak pee too. PRIS 


Ruths tel >» VSI OR 


hsp” 


ee oe ee 


ree ~The Sum of REvEnpTion. RE. 


° “ts 


th tsk 


oe: With haushen mind. to Godhead man sipired, 
_ ». With loving mind our manhood God defir'd: 

* Man was by pride from place of pleafure chas’ a 
aoe Shae love in. SEAN — a 


, the — to acquit ; 


ft Agoqsorte: 3 aouigarsil a 1F 
0k) 40 saws only: vl 


Fate. | SUT 
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and ftones, 


sachs thades the; i 


PRINCIPLES, 
ANSWER. 
Yea, child; but if you’d learn to run. 
The great falvation-race, 


Know that the name of Chrif alone | 
Can anfwer ev’ry cafe. 


2 By fin my God and all is loft, 
-O where may God be found? 

A, InCbr vf; for fo the Holy Ghoft 

_ Shews by the joyful found. 


9. But ‘how will God with finful me 
Again be reconcil’d? 

In Chrif, in-whomihis: Sg ‘to thee 
And favour jis reveal’d. 


O how fhallla fharer prove, 
And fee his glorious grace?. 

In Chrif, the image of his love, 
And brightnefs of his face. 


9. Where fhall I feek all divine ftore, 
~ And without fail obtain? or 
A. In Chri, in whom for evermore 
i His fulnefs: does remain. 


But how fhall 1. ef{cape and flee 
Th avenging wrath of God? 

A, In Chriff, who boreupon the tree 

“That whole amazing load: 


. Alas! Pm daily apt to ftray, 
How fhall IT heav’n-ward make? 

oy Through Chri the confecrated way, 
\\ Defign’d for:thee to take. 


2. Ah! where’s my title, right, or ‘claim 
_ To that eternal blifs? 

A, In Chrift alone, that glorious name, 
The Lord our righteoujne/;. 


2, But who unfit can enter there, 
Or with fuch nafty feet? 

A. Chrift by his blood prefents thee Pate 
His Spirit makes thee meet. 


2. But may’nt my Spirit, weak as ete 
Fail ere it reach the length? . 

A, ‘Fefus, the Lord, thy righteoufnefs, 
Will be the Lord thy frength, 


2, Mayn’t hellith hofts and wicked — 
Sore by the way moleft? - 
A. Chrift is a friend to bridle thofe, - 
And give the weary r¢/.. 


AD Mayn’ t guilty confcience loudly brand, 
And all my comfort chafe? . 
A, Chrift with a pardon in his hand © 
Can fhew:his fmiling face. 


Q. But how can divine mercy vent, 
Where fins are great and es = 
A, Chrift is the channel with defcent | 
That mercy runs along. 


-Q, But may not t juiflice interpofe, . 
_ _And land in mercy’s way? 


A, 


. 


ae ¥ a: a ~ 


a Sefus did all the debt thou owes ede = fe 7 255 3 


Tete’ div ne juftice PAYER} Setlist 
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2. Is Chrift in rate and they in Chri? 9; How can he anfwer eviy cafe, aA 
How fhall I this defery? And help in ev'ry thrall? tok BU 
A. His blood and Spirit therein lift A. Becaufe he is the Lord i grace, 38 Ke 
To feal and to apply. . _ Jenovan, all in all. 
9. ’Gainft legal fiery threats of wrath, 9, How is he prefent to fupply, gle Pos 
Pray, what defence is beft? And to relieve us thus? | 7 
A. Chrif’s full obedience eye’d by faith: A. Becaufe his glorious name is nigh, 
There fhould the guilty reft. es IMMANUEL, God with us. 
2, But how fhall faith be had? Alas! 9, Has he alone all pow’r to fave; 
I find I can’t believe. hae Is nothing left to man? 5 
A. Chrift is the Author of that grace ; j A. Yea, without Chri? we nothing aed 
And faith is his to give. _ Without him nothing can. . 
9, Ah! when may faithlefs I expect 2, Mayn’t fome from hence. take. latitude 
He'll fuch a gift bequeath? iO. And room their lufts to pleafe?. 
A, He will of unbelief convict, ; _ If Chrif do all, then very good, sae if 
And pave the way for faith. Let us take ‘carnal eafe.- Bato aeniott 7 
9. Repentance mutt attend, but whence A. Chrift will in. flaming vengeance come, *' 
Shall I this grace receive? With fury in:his-tdeeyrod hicdsa oF 20° 
A. Chrift is exalted as a prince To damn his foes that dare prefume,-) 
All needful grace to give. And pans abufe his CTaCCs on nats 4 AW 
9, How can fo vile a lump of duft ; : rarsur BBR erne 
Heart-holinefs expect? . c H A Pan aT 
A. meg by ni a Spirit me , - Fartu and Works \ganb cxetudel fob the Matter of 
oe ROG ee Fupificatian before Gov, that ‘Redemption! may appar 
9. How fhall I do the works aright - to be only in CurisT. Pies 
I’m daily bound unto! ; sf meer 
A. Chrift in thee, by his Spirit’s might, HO dare. an ese God vate ‘AT 
Works both to wl/ and do. With an unholy righteoufnefs?, _, 


Taos jane BE heavas: Who can endure his awful probe, 
= “So,tore gaialetets ne spe Without perfection for their robe? Moh aaty 


A. Chrift is the great Phyfician feal’d, None could his great tribunal face, ie f 
The Lord that healeth thee. Were faith itfelf their faireft drefs: | 
eid never brags — 


Wd i crf f WF 


9. By prayer | ought to feek his face; 
This courfe how fhall I drive? 


A. "Tis Chri? alone that has the grace Faith Caner no a ihrer and. works far lef, 
And Sprit of pray’r to give. on In juftice-pleafing righteoufnefs: , . . 
: : The fervant weré tome abhorr’d, : £19 
& eee Pe eee highs Would claim the glory of his lord.) 
A. Chrift as the Alpha thereof eye, xf Blafphemous unbelief. my claim. bindaeom 
And the Omega too. __ The praifes of the worthy Lame. oe 
5 ‘ : G But faith difclaiming allits beft| =. 
Q, What pillar then is moft fecure Not on itfelf, but Cdr, will re. 


ee, To build my ope upon? 
Best A. Chrift only the foundation fure, 
| The living corner-ftone. 


9. When I’m with black pollution’ ftain’ d, 


I’m fav’d and juftify’d by faith, 
Which yet no faving value hath; 
Nor e’er pretends to fave from thrall, 
But in its object has its all. 


- How fhall I cleanfed be? _ e 
sears Chr iff is a fountain for that alt t ’Tis Chrif alone faves guilty me, = 
ag. a= Set open wide forthee. = And makes my. right to life fo tila rok ee HW =: 3 
3 Q. What fhall I do, when plagues abound, ‘That in himfelf ir ftands alone: see 
a With forrows, griefs, and fears? Faith takes the right, but ‘gives m é none. ps Saris 
ee A. Chri ift has a balfam for thy wounds, . I dare not act with thi tent, a es roLtA 9 
ee A bottle for thy tears. | For acts of mine to’ drawtherent; i: 
. with this ekery | Ee i 


But is there any help for one Nor do good wo |. oad peor 
Se That. = ane tes * ‘ _ To win the crown by works of mine. — tome P2278 
sed. Chrift {faves from fin, and he Heike I'd thus the promis’d grace forfake, ex 


_ Ev'n to the se ak a at aes ete ce a gles for at Saviour take ; 
= all 
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gift embracing in their arms: 
None {hall be fav’d by other terms. | 
Vain man mutt ftoop and freely take, 
Or elfe embrace a burning lake : 
Proud nature muft fubmit to grace, 
And to the divine righteoufneis. 


‘In vain on works our hope is built, 
Our actions nothing are but guilt: 
The beft obedience of our own. 

Dare not appear before his throne. | 


What finite worm can bear the load, 
The fury of an angry God? 

What mortal vigour can withftand 
The vengeance wes his lifted hand? 


The law can never fave us now, 
>. > To damin is ‘all that it can do.’ 
_—- Heav’n cafts all righteoufnefs of ours, 
i The law of works is out of doors. 


No merit, money, more or lefs, 
Can buy the gift of righteoufnefs. 

- .Omay [take what Heav’n does give: 

_ -Jenovan, help me to believe; 
w: nd in that righteoufnefs to truft, 
Which only makes a finner juft. 
_ And then, the truth of faith to prove, 
a ae oe faith to work by love. 


Ghar gig ors Hasan Pr ies 
The Bexisver's PriNcipLES concerning the 
| “Law and the Gofpel; — 


“PARTICULARLY; 


=. 1. The Myftery 7 } 3 
3. ne — 7 ret mon GosPeEL. 
he ae sung and Station}. 
ode ntagan BEET Wel: 


“ Sit Te Nest ERY of Law and Gofpel. 


“HOUGH law-commands and gofpel-grace 
_ Agree i in mutual joint embrace *; 


31. Do we then make void the law through faith ? 

wr bic , we eftablith the law. Gal. iii. 21, Is the law then 

‘ againt | the ‘promifes: of God? God forbid: for if there had been a 
law given which could have given life, verily righteoufnefs fhould 
have been by the law. 

_» 6 Pfalm cxxx. 3, 4. If thou, Lord, fhouldft mark iniquities, O 
Lord, who hall ftand? But there is forgivenefs with thee; that 
thou mayft be feared. Ver. 7, 8. Let Ifrael 1 hope in the Reed; for 


With the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption: 


Aa ~ and he fhall redeem Ifrael from all his iniquities. And cxliii, 2. O 
Lord, enter not into judgment with thy fervant; for in thy fight 
fall no man living be juftified. Ver. 8, Caufe me to hear thy loving- 
Ne indnefs in the morning, for in thee do I truft: caufe me to know 
xe whereir 1 fhould walk, for I lift up my foul unto thee... 

i, 14, Sin fhall not have dominion over you: for ye 
i? nder grace. What then? {hall we fin, 
he law, but under grace ? God forbid. 
y brethren, fe alfo are become ued 


wére by the oO ep to ee 
to death. But | now V we are delivered H Derashs bx, that 
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Yet law and gofpel in a fhock 
Can never draw an equal yoke, 


The law of works, the law of grace; 
Can’t ftand together in one place; 
The. brighter fcene deftroys the dark, 
As Dagon fell before the arks. 


They harmonize like marry'd pairs 4, 
Yet are at odds, and keep not fquares °: 
As mercy ftands from merit far; 

The /etter and the Spirit jar £ 


The law does gofpel-comforts harm, | 
The gofpel breaks the legal arm 8; 

Yet both exalt each other’s horn, 

And garlands bring their head t’ adorn}, 


I through the law am dead to it, 

To legal works and felf-conceit!;, 
¥eét; To! through gofpel- grace | live, 
And to the law due honour give §, 


The law great room for boafting makes, 

But grace my pride and boafting breaks !; 
- Yet all my boafts the law does kill™, 

And grace makes room to boaft my fll 3, 


_ The gofpel makes me keep the law°; 
Yet from its painful fervice draw P: 
It does all law-demands fulfil 4, 
Yet makes them wholly void and null’, 


The gofpel gives me no command § 
Yet by obeying it I ftand s. 


works; otherwife grace is no more grace: but if it be of works, then 
it is no more grace; otherwife work is no more work. 

Ff 2Cor. iii. 6. —The letter killeth; but the Spirit giveth co 

g Heb. ii. 15. And deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their life-time fubject to bondage. Phil. ii. 7,.8, 9, But 
what things were gain to me, thofe 1 counted lofs for Chrift. Yea, 
doubtlefs, and I count all things but lofs, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord; for whom I have fuffered the 
lofs of all things, and do count them ‘but dung ‘that I may win Chrift, 
and be found in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs, which is 
of the law, but that which i is through the faith of Chrift, the righ- 
teoufnefs which i is of God by faith. 

4 Gal. ii, 19. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I 
might live unto God. 

i Rom. vii. 6. But now we are delivered from the law, that Beli 
dead wherein we were held; that we fhould ferve in newnefs of fpirit, 
and not inthe oldnefs of the letter. Ver. g. For I was alive with- 
out the law once; but when the commandment came, fin revived, 
and I died. 


k Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo are become dead 


to the law ae co body of Chrift; that ye fhould be married to ano- 


ther, even to him who is raifed from the dead, that we fhould bring 
forth fruit unto God. And x. 4. Chrift is the end of the law for 
righteoufnefs to every one that believeth. 


7 Rom. iii. 27. Where is boafting then? It is excluded, By what © 


law? of works? Nay, but by the ‘law of faith, 

m Rom. iii. 19. Now we know that what things foever the law 
faith, it faith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may 
be topped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

a-diCorA. 29, 30, 31. That no flefh fhould glory i in his. prefence, 
But of him are in Jefus Chrift, who of God is made unto us wifdom, 


‘righteoufnefs, fan¢tification, and redemption ; ; that, according a as it 


is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 
o Tit. ii. 11, 12. For the grace of God that bringeth. falvation 


hath appeared to all men; teaching us, that denying ungodlir nefs, ee 


and worldly lufts, we fhould live foberty, righteoufly, and 60 <a 
this prefent world. 


p Gal. v. 1, “Stand. fatt therefore in ithe. liberty wherewith Chiift 3, 
hath made us free, ‘and be ‘not se Hnusaei sal with the yoke of t jon 


S58 


agen wat tig: has 


Soe 


a’ 


is exceeding bro 


¢ 


GOSPEL. SONNETS2& FHT 


648 


To ftri& obedience though it call *, 
Does bind to none, but promife all *. 


The law does {tri commandment give, 
That I the gofpel news believe ‘; 

But yet it ¢eaches no fuch thing, tig 
Nor e’er could gofpel-tidings bring”. 
When I the gofpel-truth believe, 
Obedience to the law I give*; 

And when I don’t the law * obferve, 

I from the gofpel-method f{werve ¥. 


Yet, if I do the‘law t+ obey, » 

I am not in the gofpel-way 7, 

Which does to new obedience draw *:. 
Yet is the gofpel'no new law °. 
All precepts to the law belong, 

Yet in the gofpel-field are throng °. 
Curs'd evry gofpel-flighter is¢,. 
Yet all its office'is to ble/s°. 

It from the law has pow’r to klf; 

Yet faving does its pow'r fulfills: 

No favour but of die it hath *;_ 

Yet moft the favour is of death". 


t 2Theff.i. 7, 8. The Lord Jefus fhall be revealed from heaven, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

uw Jolin iii. 17. God fent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might be faved. And 
xii, 17. And if any man hear my words, and believe them not, I 
judge them not; for I came not to judge the world, but to fave the 
world. Heb. vili. 10, 11, 12. For this is the covenant that I will make 
with the houfe of Ifrael after thofe days, faith the Lord; I will put 
my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts; and I will 
be to them a God, and they fhall be to me a people. And they fhall 
not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, fay- 
ing, Know the Lord: for all fhall know me from the leaft to the 
greateft. For I will be merciful to their unrighteoufnefs, and their 
fins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 

v John iii, 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not, is condemned already, becaufe he hath not be- 
Tieyed in the name of the only begotten Son ‘of God. 

“ “w Rom. x. 5. For Mofes defcribeth the righteoufnefs which is of 


the law, That the man which doth thofe things fhall live by them. | 


And iii. 19. Now we know that what things foever the law faith, it 
faith to them who are under the law:' that every mouth may be ftop- 
ped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

x John iii. 18. He that believeth on him, is not condemned. 

* Viz. as it is a rule. 

y Tit. ii. 11,12. See letter o forcited. 

+ Viz. as it is a covenant. 

z Gal. v. 3, 4. For I teftify again to every man that is circumcifed, 
that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Chrift is become of no effect 
‘unto you, whofoever of you are juftified by the law; ye are fallen 
from grace. _ 


a Rom. xvi. 25, 26. —The myftery which was kept fecret fince 


the world began,—now is made made manifeft, and by the fcriptures 
‘of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlafting 


God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith. 


Win Sty Tes* 


forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, 
verily righteoufnefs had been by the law. pet 

“¢ Matth. v.17,—48. Think not that 1am come to deftroy the law 
or the prophets: J am not come to deftroy, but to fulfil, For verily 
T fay unto you, Till heaven and earth pafs away, one jot or one title 
fhall in no wife pafs from the law, till all be fulfilled, &c. Pfalm 
xix. 96. T have feen an end of all perfe@tion; but thy commandment 
a! cps aes ae re heed” BST" eel 
‘ d Heb. x. 26,—29. For if we fin wilfully, after that we have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more facrifice 
for fins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery in- 


‘di n, which fhall devour the adverfaries, He that defpifed Mo- — 
fe died without mercy under two or three witnefles; of how 


iment, fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy, 
under foot the Son of God, 
wherewith he was fan 


" Therefore by 


and hath counted the _ 
ified, an unholy thing, | 
» Chap. xii. 25. See 
if they efcaped not who re- 1 
ore fhall not we efcape, if we — 


“Part Vin 


Weaknefs perfection doth exclude, 
The law is perfect, juft, and good *: 
Yet can it nothing perfect make, , 
But all the comers to it break’, * 
Strength to the gofpel does belong, » 
Mighty through God it is, and ftrong™: 
It to Pith ee ftrength emit, 
Yet ’tis thé law gives ftrength to it. 

_ The gofpel gives the law, I fee, 
Sufficient ftrength to juftify =; 
Yet may [fay intruthitis . 
The law that gives the gofpel this °. wee 
For as the law’no finner clears, 9) *)) 
But who'the gofpel+garment, wears 3. 9. 
So none are juftify’d by grace, 


| . L UROL Bh ST ere 
Unlefs the law-demand have placeP, = 
Again the law, which yet feems worfe;.- 
Gives gofpel-news condemning force 9; ))) _ 
Yet they are news that never can, 5, 

eohuh a) REED oC oeLOSEE! OEE DERE OL ‘ 
Nor never will condemn'a man®™ pe 
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Dread threat’nings to the law pertains,» ©) 
Not to the gofpel’s golden:chain t: ..5) 5) F. 


“ 


g Eph. i. 13. In Chrift ye alfo trufted after that ye heard the word 
of truth, the gofpel of your falvation, i’Tim. i. 1, This is a faith- 
ful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, ‘that Jefus Chrift came into 
the world to fave finners; of whom 1am thechief. ©. 4 } 

b Phil. ii. 16. Holding forth the world of life, Gc. 2°7Timit. = 8 «© 
Paul an apoftle of Jefus Chrift, by the will of God according to the _ 
promife of life, which is. in Chrift Jefus. (Ver. 10. —Our Saviour | 
Jefus Chrift— hath abolifhed death, and hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light by the gofpel. LAS ERAT TAR BO 

i 2Cor. ii. 16. To the one we ‘are the favour of death unto 
death, dc. Berg T= et :) es 

k Pfalm cxix. 96. I have feen an end of all perfection; but thy 
commandment is exceeding broad. Rom. vii. 12. Wherefore the 
law is holy ; and the commandment holy, and juft, and’good. “Heb. — 
vii..19. For the law made! nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a 


better hope did; by the which we draw nigh'untoGod. 
I Heb. vii. 19. See letter k. Chap. x. 1. For the law having a i 
fhadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, 
can never with thofe facrifices which they offered year by year conti- 
nually, make the comers thereunto perfect. Re 
m Rom, i. 16. For I am not afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift: for 
it is the power of God unto falvation, to every one that believeth, to 


- the Jew firft, and -alfo to the Greek, . 2Cor.x. 4, 5. For the-wea- . 


pons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of ftrong holds; cafting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Chrift. 

--w Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the flefh, but after the 
Ver. 3, 4. For what the law could not do, in» that it was 


flefh but after the Spirit. 
o Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make voi 


law faith, it fai 
may be ftopped 


his fight: for 


Were Qi 
-Jefus Chrif 


— 


CHa. I: 


Yet all law-threats and Sinai’s ire 
To gofpel-grace are walls of fire u, 


The righteous law affoileth none 
Of Adam’s guilty race, fave one’; 
Who being guilty, for this caufe 
By God’s juft law condemned was w. 


Yet free of guilt it did him fee; 

Hence fully clear’d, and fet him free: 
Yet, had not guilt his foul involv’d, 
By law he could not been abfolv’d %... 


But he withal condemn’d and fpoil’d 
The law of works, which him affoil’d 7: 
And now the law is (in thefe views) 
The marrow of the gofpel-news ?. 


The law can juftify no man” 
That is a finner>; yet it can 
Thus favour finful men, and free 
The chief of finners, guilty me-. 


“+ ham, and whofoever among you feareth God, to you is the word of 


this falvation fent. 

u Mark xvi. 16.—He that believeth not, fhall be damned. Heb. 
ii. 3. How fhall we efcape if we negleét fo great falvation?, Chap. x. 
26, 27, 28, 29. See letter d forecited.. 

v Rom. v. 19. For as by one man’s difobedience many were made 
finners; fo by the obedience of one fhall many be made righteous, 
John xvii. 4. Ihave glorified thee on the earth; I have finifhed the 
work which thou gaveft me to do. 

w Ifa. liii, 6—The Lord hath laid on him the iniquities of us all. 
Gal. iii, 13. Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, be 
ing made a curfe for us; for it is written, Curfed is every one that 
hangeth on a tree. 

x Heb. vii. 26./ For fuch an High-prieft became us, whois holy, 
harmlefs, undefiled, feparate from finners, .and made higher than the 
heavens. Dan. ix. 24. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy peo- 
ple, and upon thy holy city, to finifh the tranfgreffion, and ‘to make 
an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity,’ and to bring 
in everlafting righteoufnefs, and to feal up the vifion and. prophecy, 
and to anoint the moft holy. 1 Tim: iii. 16. And without contro- 
verfy, great is the myftery of godlinefs : God was manifeft in the flefh, 
juftified in the Spirit, feen,of angels, preached unto, the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the’world, received up into glory. Rom. ii, 13.-For 

_ not the hearers of the law are juft before God, but the doers of the 
jaw fhall be juftified.. Ifa. 1. 8 He is nearjthat juftifieth me, who 

_ will contend with me? let, us ftand together: who is mine adverfary? 
let him come near to me. ° : 

y 2Cor. v. 21. God hath: made Chrift to be fin for ‘us, who 
knew no fin; that wemight be made the righteoufnefs of God in him. 
1 Pet. iii. 18. Chrift hath once fuffered for fins, the juft for the 
unjuft, (that he might bring us to’'God,)°being put to death in the 
flefh, but quickened by. the Spirit. Gare. 

z Col. ii. 14,15. Blotting out the: hand-writing of ordinances 
that was againft us, which was contrary to us, and took -it out of 
the way, nailing it-to~his crofs: and having fpoiled principalities and 
powers, he made a fhew of them openly, triumphing. over them in 
it.; Roms viii. 3.>For what the. law could,not do, in. that.it was: 
weak through the flefh, God. fending .his;own Son, in the-likenefs of 
finful flefh, and for fin condemned:fin inthe fleth. “ch 

o@ Rom. x. 4. For Chriftis the end of: thedaw for righteoufnefs to 
every one that believeth. Ifa. xlv. 24. Surely, hall one fay, In the 
Lord have I righteoufnefs and ftrength...:Jer.. xxiii. 6. In his days 
Judah fhall be faved, and:Hfrael fhall- dwell -fafely: and this, is his 
name,whereby he thall becalled, Tue LorD:0U R: RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

-b. Rom. «iii, 19;+20. Now we, know}, that what things’ foever. the 
Jaw faith, it faith to them who are under) the law: that every mouth 
may be ftopped, and all the world :may become guilty before God. 
Therefore: by the deeds. of the law,- there hall no fleth be juftified in 
his fight: for-by,the-law'isthe knowledge of fin. onto 

c Thelaw of works,\as fulfilled by Chrift, can and does fo, Rom. viii. 
3,4. For what the: law. could. not! do,,,in.that it was weak through 
the fleth, God fending:his‘own Son in.the likenefs of {inful flefh, and 
for fin condemned, fin-in the flefh ;, that the righteoufnefs(of the law 
might -be fulfilled in us; who walk not after. the fleth, but.after the 
Spirit,.Ver. 33,34.’ Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of God’s 
ele? It is God that-juftifieth ; -who is he that. condemneth?, It is 
Chrift that died ; yeaorather, that is rifen again, who is even at the 
right-hand of God, -who-alfo maketh interceffion forus, ..2° 
~-d Rom. iii. 21,22.) But. now the. righteoufnefs, of God without 
the law is manifefted,. being witnefled..by the law and the prophets; 
even the righteoufnefs of.God, which.is by the faith of Jefus Chrift 
unto all, and uponall:them that believe; for there is no difference. . 

_. e Rom, iv. 5. To him that worketh not,. but believeth: on him 
that juftifieth the ungodly,. his faith is counted for-righteoufnefs. 

f 4 Cor. is 30.) But of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God is 
made unto us wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fanCification, and re- 
demption. Col. ii. 10, And ‘ye are complete in him, which is the 
Head of all principality.and. power. . wt SR9 anon to 

g Matth. ix. 13.—Iam not come to call the righteous, but finners 
to repentance. Rom. iii, 10. There is nonerighteous, no not one. 
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The gofpel too acquittetli none 

That have not put perfection on 4; 

And yet it cleareth none (I grant) 

But thofe who all perfection want e. 


Thofe that with gofpel-clearance meet, 
Mutt by. the law be found complete f ; 
Yet never could (again I grant) 

The gofpel juftify a faint s. 

All perfect perfons it controls 4, 

And juttifies ungodly fouls ;; 

Yet ftill no man its grace partakes, 
But whom it truly godly makes §. 


The law withftands the gofpel-path 1, 
Which yet its approbation hath ™. 

_ The gofpel thwarts the legal way 3, 
Yet will approve the law for ay o. 


Hence though the gofpel’s comely frame 
Doth openly the law condemn P ; 


Chap. ix. 30, 3%, 32. What thall we fay then? That the Gentiles, 
which followed hot after righteoufnefs, have attained to righteouf- 
nefs, evea the righteoufnefs which is of faith: ‘but Tfrael, which 
followed after the law of righteoufnefs, hath not attained to the law 
of righteoufnefs. Wherefore? Becaufe they fought it not by faith, 
but as it were by the works of the law. Chap. x. 2. Ifrael being 
ignorant of God’s righteoufnefs, and going about to eftablith their 
own righteoufnefs, have not fubmitted themfelves unto the righteouf- 
nefs of God. t Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful faying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave. fin- 
ners; of whom I am chief. 

h Matth. xxi. 31. Jefus faith unto them [wiz. the Pharifees,} 
Verily I fay unto.you, that the publicans and harlots go into the 
kingdom of God before you. Luke xviii. 9,—14. And Jefus fpake 
this parable unto certain which trufted in themfelves that they were 
righteous, and defpifed others: Two men went up into the temple 
to pray; the one a Pharifee, and the other a publican. The Pharifee 
ftood and prayed thus with himfelf,God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, éxtortioners, unjuft, adulterers, or even as 
this publican. I faft twice in the week; I give tithes of all that I 
poffefs. And the publican ftanding afar off, would not lift'up fo 
much as his eyes unto. heaven, but fmote upon his breaft, faying, 
God be merciful to mea _finner.. I tell you, this man went down to 
his houfe juftified rather.than the other: for every one that exalteth 
himfelf, fhall be abafed.;.and he that:humbleth himfelf,. fhall be ex- 
alted. Ver. 21, 22. And he [viz. the ruler] faid, All thefe haveI 
kept from my youth up. Now when Jefus heard thefe things, he 
faid unto him, Yet lackeft thou one thing: fell all that thou haft, and 
diftribute unto the poor, and thou fhalt have treafure in heaven ; and 
come, follow me. 

2 Rom. iv. 5, 6. To himthat worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteoufnefs. 
Even as David alfo defcribeth the bleffednefs, of the man unto whom 
God imputeth rightéoufnefs without works. 

k Tit. ti. 11,—14. The grace of God that bringéth: falvation, 
hath appeared to all men; teaching us, that denying ungodlinefs, and 
worldly. lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this 
prefent world ; looking for that blefled hope, and the gloriousappear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift: who gave him- 
felf for, us, that he, might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto himfelf a peculiar, people, zealous.of good. works, .. Chap. iil. 
4, .. After that ‘the kindnefs and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared,. not. by works of righteoufnefs which we, have, done, 
butaccording to his. mercy-he faved us. by the. wafhing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, Ver.-8. This.isa faithful faying, 
and thefe. things I ,will:that thou, affirm conftantly, that, they which 
have believedin God, might be.careful to maintain good works : thefe 
things are good and profitable unto men. _ Nt teey w 
sof b Core xv, 56. The ftrength of fin is the law. Rom,, iv. 14. 
Sinthall not have dominion over,you: for,ye are not under, the law, 
but under grace. , Chap. x. 3. Ifrael being ignorant of God’s righ- 
teoufnefs, .and.going-about to eftablifh their own righteoufnels, have 
not fubmitted themfelves.unto the righteoufnefs of God.) 

-m.Tfa., xiii, ,21.;,The.;Lord is well-pleafed for his righteoufnefs 
fake; he will magnify the law, and make it.honourable. , Matth. iii, 
17. And lo, a voice from heaven, faying,- This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well-pleafed. a 
ya Rom. ix.. 31,.32,..33. ButIfrael, which followed after the law 
of righteoufnefs, hath not attained to the law of righteoufnefs ? 
Wherefore? Becanfe.they: fought it not by faith, but as it were by 
the works of the law: for-they ftumbled at that ftumbling-ftone ; as 
it is written, Behold,.I lay in Sion a ftumbling-ftone, and rock of 
offence; and whofoever believeth on him, fhall not be afhamed. 

o Rom, vii. 7..What_ hall we fay. then? Is the law fin? God 
forbid, Nay, I had not known fin, but by the law: for I had not 
known luft, except the law had faid,. Thou fhalt not covet. Ver, ro. 
And the commandment which was ordained to life, I found to be unto 
death. Ver. 12. Wherefore the law is holy; and the commandment - 
holy, and juft, and good.. ; : 


p Rom. x. 5,—9. For Mofes defcribeth the righteoufnels which 
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Yet they are blind, who never faw 
The gofpel juttify ‘the law 4 


Thus gofpel-grace, and law-commands, 
Both bind and loofe each other’s hands : 
They can’t agree on any terms*, 

Yet hug each other in their arms, 


Thofe that divide them, cannot be 
The friends of truth and verity * 

Yet thofe that dare confound the two, 
Deftroy them both, and gender ‘woe'. 


This paradox none can decipher, 
That pie not with the pelea ses g 
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SoG Ticlhys at se gone 
The DirFERENCE betwixt the Law and the Gofpel. 


HE law, fuppofing I have al/, »o™> 
Does ever for perfection call: 

The gofpel fuits my total want, 

And all the law can feek does grant. 


The law could promife life to me, 
If my obedience perfect be; 
But grace does promife life upon 

_ My Lord’s obedience alone. 


The law fays, Do, and life you'll win; 
But grace fays, Live, for all is done : 
The former cannot eafe my grief; 

The /atter yields me full relief. 


By law convinc'd of finful breach ; 
By gofpel-grace I comfort reach: 
The one my condemnation bears ;. 
The other ju/tifies and clears. 


The law fhews my arrears are great ; 
The gofpel freely pays my debt: 
- The firft does me the bankrupt cur/z ; 
. The laft does d/e/s and fill my purfe. 


The law will not abate a mite ; 
The gofpel all the fum will quite: 
There God in threat’nings is ee ‘d, 
But bere in promifes difplay’d. - 


The law and gofpel difagree, 

' Like Hagar, Sarah, bond and-free: 
~ The former’s Hagar’s fervitude ; | 
~The latter Sarah's S happy brood. 


By , tdE 


is ar thet: That the’ man that doth. shen, {hall live’ ‘by +¢hérai! But 
the righteoufnefs which is of faith {peaketh on ‘this wife, Say notin 
thine héart,’ Who fhall afcend into heaven ? (that is, to bring Chrift 


_down from above: ) or, ‘Who fhall defcend into the deep ?: “(that i is, 


to ‘bring up Chrift again from the dead. ) But what faith ite. The 
word i nigh thee, even in thy ‘mouth, and-in thy heart: “that ig the 


- word’ of faith which we preach, That if thou fhalt confefs°with ‘thy 


mouth’ eng Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in pees Sas that fae pats 
raifed bi from: the ins thow fhalt peeved ae 

Rom: an 
God: forbid ue bebe 2, 


~ we eftablith ihe iv: roles ; 


For it'is written, 


do ye not hear 
inaid, the other by 


Abr aham ‘h had two 


ai in 


$0 MN Pimustg sa HP 


6. Tell'me, ye that dlibee be niger rie iiss 
ie that” 


bor i 
Which things‘are an se ae “ 
from mi Fhe: gen 


PaRT VI. 


To Sinai black,’and Zion fair, - 
The word does law and grace compare. 
Their curfing and their blefling vye 
With Ebal and Gerizzim high, whoiF 


The law excludes not oafing, vain, 

But rather feeds it tomy bane: 
But gofpel-grace allows mo boafts, 

Save in the King, the Lord of hofts. 


The law ftill errztates my fin, ti 
And hardens my proud heart therein ; 
But grace’s melting pow’r renews, 

And my corruption firong Jubdues. 


The law with thunder, Sinai-like, won boaA 
Does always dread.and terror fpeakien 
The gofpel makes a Joyful noife, . an ne 
And charms me with a fill, calm VOICE. 


The legal trumpet war proclaims, awit £ 
In wrathful threats, and fire,) and flames: 
The gofpel-pipe, a peacefulfound, 
Which fpreads a kindly breath around. 
The law is weak through finful fleth; 0] 


The gofpel brings recruits afrefh: var 
The firft a éilling letter wears" > Se" : x 


The lat a quick’ning fpirit bears. 


‘The law that feeks perfection’s height, he 
Yet gives no ftrength, nor offers eet oe 
But precious gofpel-tidings: glad uh, lw 


sub, dae 
Declare where all'is to be had. oe BM 


From me alone the law does: ‘crave, | city ort x” 
What grace affirms in’ Chrif'T hayes Bias Sh aet 
When therefore law-purfuits inthral,. 
I fend the law to grace for all. bie cor k6, bas as 


The law brings | terror to ‘moleft,. is 
The gofpel. gives the weary refs. Ha af 5979, Be . 


The one does flags’ of death aifplay,: ee i mate é 


_ The other fhews the diving way. WE ie or 


The law by Mos was expreft ; 

‘The glorious gofpel came by ¢ Chr if: 
‘The firft.dim.nature’s light ‘may trace ;._ - wid 
The laft is only: known by grace.) 08 wert 


mt HsSh } ag x 


_ The. law may roufe me from my floth, 


: Aa nq th £8 40 aie, 3 
God Hath 1: joined —_— Jet ‘no man i pati rafandest Chap 
And Jefus. anfwering, faid unto him [vizeJohn;] Suffer i 
now: for thus it becometh: ‘us to fulfil all-righteoufhefs. . © 
fuffered him. Chap. v.17 Think not that.\I:am co 
the law or the prophets: I am not come to deftroy, 
ig 19, 20. Rd pees hee fhall: break one 

all nif 


e nter into pall ors . 
‘came by water and ‘blood, © 
fs id 


CH ap. Il. 


Nor will accept for current coin 

The duties which it does znjoin: 

It feeks all, but accepts no lets 

Than conftant, perfect righteoufnefs. 


The gofpelj on the other hand, 
Although it iffue xo command, 

But ftrictly view’d, does whole confift 
In promifes and offers blett ; 


Yet does it many duties teach, 
Which legal light could never reach: 
Thus faith, repentance, arid the like, 
Are fire that gofpel-engines ftrike. 


- They have acceptance here, through grace, 
The law affords them no fuch place: 
Yet {till they come through both their hands, 
Through gofpel-teachings, law-commands. 


The law’s a houfe of bondage fore ; 
The gofpel opes' the prifon-door: 
The firft me: hamper’d in its net ; 
The laft at freedom kindly fet. 


The precept craves, the gofpel gives ; 
While that me preffes, this relieves; 
And'or affords the ftrength I lack, 
Or takes the burden off my back. 


The law requires on pain of death ; 
The gofpel courts with loving breath: 
While that conveys a ‘deadly wound; — 
This makes me perfect, whole and found. 


There viewing how di/eas’d 1 am, 

I here perceive the healing balm: _ 
Afflicted there with fenfe of need, — 
But here refrefh’d with meet .remede. 


The law’s a charge for what'l owe ; 
The gofpel my d/charge to fhow: 
The one a {cene-of fears doth ope ; 
The other-is the door. of hope... 

An angry God! the ‘law reveal’d; _- 
The gofpel fhews him reconcil'd : 
By that | know he was di/pleas'd; 
By this fee, his wrath appeas’d., 


The law thus fhews the divine ire, 
And nothing but‘confuming fire. © 
The gofpel brings the.olive-branch,~. . 
And blood, the burning fire to,quench. ,.: 
The law ftill fhews a fiery face; i 
The gofpel fhews a’ throne of grace: 
There Fufiice vides alone in,ftate; 
But here the takes the mercy-/eat. 
sig tite Mii In Su Mt 7 
Lo! in the law Jenovan dwells, — 
But Fefus is conceal’d 
Whereas the gofpel’s nothing elfe 
But Fefus Chrift reveal'd. | 
Sen SES Te Mos och: ot 
The Harmony betwixt the Taw and the Gofpeél. 
H E law’s a tutor much in vogue, ~ 
To gofpel-grace a pedagogue ; | 
The gofpel to the law noilefs: “7 
Than its full end for righteoufnefs.: 3° 
When once the fiery law of God 
Has chas’d me to the gofpel-road; 
Then back. unto the holy law. 
Moft kindly gofpel-grace will draw. _ 
When by the law to grace I'm /chool'd; 
Grace by the law will have me ra/’d: 
Hence, if I don’t the law obey, 
I cannot keep the gofpel-way. 


THE  BokrLaePleyieck’ s 


FRENTE LT E'S. 


When I the gofpel-news believe, 
Obedience to the law I give: 
And that both in its fedal drefs, 
And as a rulé.of holinefs, ' 

Lo! in my Head I render ‘all 

For which the fiery law-can call: 
His é/ood unto its fre was fuel, 
His Spirit fhapes me to its rule. 


When law and gofpel kindly meet, 
To ferve each other both unite: 

Sweet promifes, and ftern commands, 
Do work to one another’s hands. 


The divine law demands no lefs 
Than human perfect righteoufnefs: 
The gofpel gives it this and more. 
Ev’n divine righteoufnefs in ftore. 


Whate’er the righteous law require, 
The gofpel grants its whole defire. 
Are law-commands exceeding broad? 
So is the righteoufnefs of God. 


How great foe’er the legal charge, 
The gofpel-payment’s equal large: 
No lofs by man the law can bray, 
When grace provides a God to pay. 


The law makes gofpel-banquets fweet 
The gofpel makes the law complete : 
Law-fuits to grace’s ftorehoufe draw, 
Grace decks and magnifies the law. 


Both law and gofpel clofe combine, 
‘Fo make each other’s luttre fhine: 
The gofpel all law-breakers fhames, 
The law all gofpel-flighters damns. 


The law is holy, juft, and good; 
All this the gofpel feals with blood, 
And clears the royal law’s jut dues 
With dearly purchas’d revenues, 


The law commands me to believe; 
The gofpel faving faith does give : 
The law injoins me to repent ; 
The gofpel gives my tears a vent. 
What in the gofpel-mint:is coin’d 
The fame is in the law injoin’d: 
Whatever gofpel-tidings teach, 
The law’s authority doth reach. 


Here join the law and gofpel hands, 
What this me teaches, that commands: 
What virtuous forms the gofpel pleafe 
The fame the law doth ‘authorife. 


2 


3 


And.thus the law-commandment feals 
Whatever gofpel-grace reveals : 
The gofpel alfo for my good 


Seals all the law-demands with blood. 


The law mott perfect {till remains, 
And ev'ry duty full contains: 

The gofpel its perfection {peaks, 
And therefore gives. whate’er it feeks. 


Next, what by: law I’m dound unto, 
The fame the gofpel makes me do: 
What preceptively that can. crave, 
This effectively can ingrave. 

All that by precepts Heav’n expetts, 
Free grace by promifes effects: 

To what the law by fear may move, 
To that the gofpel leads by Jove. 


To run to work, the law commands; 
The gofpel gives me feet and hands: 
The one requires that I obey ; 

The other does the pow’r convey, 
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652 ‘ot "GONE? Ls SB DN NiEeT: sa UY) ) Soph Ravi: 
What in the law has duty’s place, - es Yet few, evninalearnedage, —~ ak ; 
The gofpel changes to a grace: Can fo refolve the facred page, be} 
Hence legal duties ¢hereim nam'd, ete As to difcern with equaleye, 
And herein gofpel-graces fam’d. Where law, where gofpel fever’d lie. 
The precept checks me when I ftray; One divine text with double claufe 
The promife folds mein the way: ~~ : May fpeak the gofpel’s voice and laws *: 
That thews my folly when I roam; Hence men to blend them both are apt, 
And this moft kindly brings me home. Should in one fentence both be warpt. 
Law-threats and precepts both, I fee, But that we may the truth purfue, 
With gofpel-promifes agree ; - And give both law and grace their due, | 
They to the go/pel are a fence, And God the glory there difplay’d; 
And it to them a maintenance. The following rules may give us aid. 
The law will juftify all thofe =f Where-e’er in facred writ we fee 
Who with the gofpel-ranfom clofe; A word of grace or promife free, — oat  \ spk as 
The gofpel too approves or ay _ With bleflings dropt for Fefus’ fake; | 
All thofe that do the law obey. ~ We thefe for gofpel-news may také. jousl'T 
The righteous law condemns each man But where a precept ftrict we Gnd. oir ef tT 
That dare reject the gofpel-plan: With promife to our doing join’d, g oT 
The holy gofpel none will fave, Or threat’ning with a wrathful frowns git SAT 
On whom it won’t the law ingrave. This as the law we juftly own. ait oth 
When Chri the tree of life I climb, ia aeaotn eet 
I fee both law and grace in him: 3 ParacrarH We ry. 
In him the law its end does gain; The Place and Station of Law and Gofpel in particular. 3 ae 
-In him the promife is Amen. Where the difference 1s noted betwixt the Gofpel largely 
viewed in its Difpenfation, and Sritly i in itfe If; and 
“22S sid anes she Sarees betwixt the Gofpel, and Faith receiving it. es ae 
Yea, {weeter than the honey-comb, PV Oulatt thou diftindly: know the found. ie 
When grace and mercy brings it home. Of law and grace, then don’t confouind : 
The precepts of the law me /how | The difpenfation with the graces. 
What fruits of gratitude lowe; ~~ For thefe two have a diftinct. place.. (ansa Tt”: 
But gofpel-grace begets the brood, The gofpel thus difpens’d we fee, 99 
And moves mé to the gratitude. Believe, and thou 'fhalt faved be; A yuh ¢ eh 
Law-terrors panfe the putrid fore; If not, thou fhalt. be damn'd to. biel Se Ziel. 6 ee 
And gofpel-grace apples the cure: And in eternal torments dwell. =e gee 
The one plows up the fallow-ground; Here precepts: in it’ are difpens’d, rena or : an 
The other fows the feed around. With threat’nings of damnation fenc’ ad; Sat 
A rigid mafter was the law, . | it The legal /an¢tion here takes place, _-. » 
Demanding brick, denying ftraw ; <¢ That none.may.dare abufe free eee ant 
But when with gofpel-tongue it ings, ~ Yet nor does that command of faith, \ ' 
It bids me fly, and gives me wings. Nor this tremendous threat ofiwrrathyie ie; Ga 
Raney Belong to gofpel ftrictly. fos ee ee we r ; 
et es At nee ots But to its difpenfation do... ex « baw 
Both law and gofpel clofe unite, . Cae 
(aa Are feen with, moft folace, ee The method of difpenfing here,- Bes : 
‘ _ Where truth and mercy kindly meet, Does law and gofpel jointly beans GAS IEW tree 
In fair J Inn anuel' s face. art Becaufe the law’s fubfervient ; 9. |.) 
bse ancnen “Sryz ZifH tae. Unto the gofpel’s blefs’d intent. _ ae, | 


= Stesic' Fag i een ea peites Precepts and threat’nings both ma 
8 EC) To tn ee 247 The gofpel-bleflings to convey; *! 
neStis Which diff 
The priper PL A CE and STAT LON of the Law fe la w and ae (chopeh oe 


% i> Ee and the Gofpel.: Sheena. 5 es 


> * 


» Note, That in the four fllowiag Paragraphs, ‘as well as int” “the 
Ne three preceeding Seftions, by Law, is moftly underftood- the 
. doétrine of the Covenant of Works ; and Pm Gosrer, | the _doc- meee * 

trine of the eee f Grace. gas a rene 


“ag b si wipe bog QF lscttog od ee ‘Bu Pedic ciety ein dant 
este paiadwa¥ pH IS as fi 2s ae ‘Mutt be fome other gloriou 
The Place and ‘Station of Law and oes in general. — 4 
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Gwar. Il. ' THE BELIEVER’s PRINCIPLES. 653 
_ The precious thing is tidings fweet . From whence foe’ver we borrow pow’rs, 
Of Chri a Saviour moft complete, lf life depend on works of ours; 
To fave from fin, and death, and wrath; Or if we make the gofpel thus 
Which tidings tend to gender faith. . {In any fort depend on us ; 
Faith comes by hearing God’s record . We give the law the gofpel-place, 
_ Concerning Fe/us Chri the Lord ; Rewards of debt the room of grace ; 
. And is the method Heav'n has bleft We mix Heav’n’s treafures with our trafh, 
For bringing tothe :gofpel-rett. And magnify corrupted fleth. 
The joyful found is news, of grace, The new and gofpel covenant 
And life to Adam s guilty race, *) No promife to our works will grant; 
Through Je/us righteoufnefs divine, .. But to the domg of our Head, 
Which bright /rom faith to faith does fhine. And in him to each gofpel-deed. 
The promife of immortal blifs_. To godline/s, which is great gain, 
Is made to this, full righteoufnets: Promife is faid to appertain: 
By this our right to life is bought; But know, left you the gofpel mar, 
Faith begs the right, but buys itnot.. In whom it is we godly are: 
True faith receives the offer'd good, , To him,and to his righteoufnefs 
And promife feal’d with precious. blood: Still primar’ly the promi/é is; 


It gives no title to the blifs, . wa 
But takes th’intitling righteoufnefs. 
This ole great of faving faith, 

And this alone the promife hath; 
For ’tis not made to faith’s. poor act 
But is the prize that faith does take et 
And, only as it takes the. fame, : It primar'ly no promife. made 

it bears a great and famous name ;_. Unto the perfon, but the deed: 

For felf and all its grandeur down, Whate’er the doing perfon fhar’d, 
It throws, that Chri? may wear the crown. ’Twas for his deed he had reward. 
But if mew Jaws and threats were all 
That gofpel. properly we. call, 


And not.ev’n to the gracious deed, 
Save in and through the glorious Head. 


Pray let us here obferve the odds, \ 

How law and grace take counter roads« 
The law of works no promife fpake 
Unto the agent, but the ad; 


The law of grace o’erturns the {cale, 
: And makes the quite reyerfe prevail : 
Then were the precept to believe, - Its promife lights not on the deed, 
No better news than do and, live. But on the doing perfon’s head ; 

If then we won’t diftinguith here, Not for his doing, but for this, 

We cloud, but don’t the gofpel clear. Becaufe in Chri? his portion is; 

We blend it with the fiery law, Which union to the living Prince, 
And all into confufion draw. His living works and deeds evince. 


The law of works we introduce, Good fruits have promife in this view, 
As if old merit were in ufe, As union to the Bkancu they fhew ; 
When man could life by domg won, __ To whom the promies pertain, 

Ev'n though the work by grace were done. In him all Yea, and all Amen. 

Old 4dam in his innocence 

Deriv'd his powe’r of doing hence: 
As all he could was wholly due; 

So all the working /rrength, he knew, 


Was only from the grace of God, 
Who with fuch favour did him load: 
Yet was the promife to his aét, 
That he might merzt by compact. 
__ No merit: but of paction could 
Of men or angels e’er be told; 
The God-man only was fo high © 
To merit by condignity. 


Were fe now promis’d to our-ad?, 

Or to our works by paction tack’d; 
Though God fhould his afifance grant, 
"Tis ftill a domg covenant. 


‘Though Heav’n its helping grace fhould yield, 


Obferve, pray.; for.if here we err, 
And do not Chrif# alone prefer, 

But think the promife partly ftands 
On our obeying new commands; 


Th’ old covw’nant-place to works we give, 
Or mingle grace with do and live; 

We over-cloud the gofpel-charms, 

And alfo break our working arms. 


More honour to the law profefs,, 
But giving more, we give it lefs: 
Its heavy yoke in vain we draw, 
By turning gofpel into law. 

We rob grace of its joyful found, 
And bury Chrif in Mees’ ground: 
At beft we.run a legal race 

Upon the field of go/pel-grace. 


Yet merit’s full upon the field; — Paracrapn IIL. 

We caft the name, yet ftill ’tis found The Gofpel no NEw Law; but a joyful found of Grace 
Difclaim’d but with a verbal found. Tae . and Mercy. 

If one fhould borrow tools from you, L* W-precepts in a gofpel-mold, 

That he fome famous work might do; We may as gofpel-doctrine hold; 

When once his work is well prepar’d, But gofpel-calls in legal drefs, . 
He fure deferves his due reward ; The joyful found of grace fupprefs. 

Yea, juftly may he claim his due, Faith and repentance may be taught, 
Although he borrow’d tools from you: And yet no gofpel-tidings brought; 

Ev'n thus he borrow’d ftrength of grace _ If as mere duties thefe we prefs, __ 

Gan’t hinder merit to take place. And not as parts of promis’d blefs.. 


Vout. IL | 8C fp neti : 


J°GOSPREL. 
If only precepts we prefent, tC 
Though urg’d with ftrongeft argument, 
We leave the weak’ned finner’s hope ~~ 
In darknefs of defpair to grope. 


The man whom legal precepts chafe, - 
As yet eftrang’d to fov’reign grace, 
Miftaking evangelic charms, . 

As if they ftood on legal terms, — , 


Looks to himfelf, though dead in fin, 

For grounds of faith and hope within: 
Hence fears and fetters grow and {well, - 
Since nought’s within but fin’and hell. 


But faith that looks to promis’d grace, 
Clean out of felf the foul will chafe, 
To Chrif-for righteoufnefs and ‘ftrength, | 
And finds the joyful reft at length.’ 


Proud flefh and:blood will ftartle here,’ 
And hardly fuch report-can’ bear, 

That Heav’n all faving ftorecwill give 
To them that‘2work not, but believe. 


Yet not of works, but ’tis the race 
Of faiths that it-may be of grace : 

For faith does nothing but agree 
To welcome this falvation free. 


“ Come down, Zacheus; quickly come, 
“ Salvation’s brought unto thy home: 
“ In vain thou climb’ft the legal tree; 
* Salvation freely comes to thee. 


“ Thou dream’ft of coming up to terms, 
“ Come down into my faving arms ; 

“ Down, down, and get a pardon free, 
“ On terms already wrought by me. 


“ Behold the bleflings of thy blood, 
“ Bought for thy everlafting good, 
“ And freely all tobe convey’d 

“ Upon the price already paid. 


“ | know thou’ haft no good, and fee 

“ J cannot ftand on terms with thee, 

“ Whofe fall has left thee nought to claim, 
“ Nor aught to boaft, but fin and fhame.”. 


The law of heavy hard commands ~ 
Confirms the wak’ned finner’s bands; 
But grace proclaims relieving news, 
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_» And fcenes of matchlefs mercy fhews. 


Ps 


_ No:precept clogs the gofpel- -call, 
But wherein grace is all-in all; 

No law is here but that of grace, 
Which brings relief in ev’ry cafe. 


The gofpel is the promife fair =~ 
Of grace all ruins to repair, — capsige 
i leaves no finner room to fay, 


“ Alas! this debt I cannot pay; = 


“ This grievous yoke I cannot bear, 
“ This high demand I cannot clear.” 


Grace ftops the mouth of fuch: npn, : 


And ftore of full: fupply prefents. Ad fag. 


Ne : oy The glorious gofpel. is (in. brief). 


. fov'reign word of {weet relief; 
eo’d with 

nd the foul’s receiving | hands. © 

f fov’ reign grace, : 
Rise 77g! aufacliy 


— 


SONNETS. 


_ Courting vile finners, ev’n the chief, , 


OF pee 


~ 


cumberfome ‘commands, ble 


7 Sa PART VI, 


'Tis here the Spirit pow'ifull ‘rides, a ea 


om i 


The fountains of the deep divides; «. 
The King of glory’s {plendor fhews, beh 4 
And wins the heart with welcome news. 
{ a Pt P 
Paracravn IV. anes 


y 


The Gofpel farther deferibed, as a bundle of age 


News and gracious Promifes. 


HE firft grand promife’ forth did. pil 
_ In threats againft the tempting” fndke; 
So may the gofpel in commands, 
Yet nor in threats nor precepts ftands: ' 


But ‘tis a dodtrine of free grants oT. 1 
To finners, that they may be faints: 
A joyful found of royal-gifts, | 


tii 


To obviate unbelieving Hanes Ube 5 OPES 
A promife of divine fupplies, ra fied re :: 
STO) TG PyEhE ‘ 


To work all gracious qualities oe 
In thofe who, proneft to rebel, ia, an iar at 
Are only qualify‘d for bell. vals a iene 


It leaves no cloak for unbelief ; Hi ba A 


But ev’n on grofs Manaffehs calls ot Rebs ha 


On Mary Magdalenes and Sauls. 4 ET Bh ve 


'Tis good news ‘of a fountain ope 1 bless e “ 7 
For fin and filth; a door of hope gs aah ote 
For thofe that lie i in blood and ; Les eae a 


And of 4 /alve for ev’ ry fore. 


Glad news of fight unto thé blind; fe eee oe 
Of ight unto the dark’ned mind ; pre 
Of healing to the deadly fick; w aol 
And mercy both to Jew and Creek. has 


Good news of gold to poor, that’ Jack *” ait 
Of raiment to the naked Hgeking- pee! ov 
Of binding to the wounds that fmart;) 7 _ 
And ref unto‘the weary heart. hes 


Glad news of freedom to the’ bound ; : 
Of fore all lofies to refound ; ~ his 
Of endlefs /ife unto the dead; Shea 
And prefent 4elp in time of need, 


Good news of heaven, where angels dwell, 
To thofe that well deferved hell ; 

Of frength to weak for work and war, 
And acce/s near to thofe afar. ~ 


Glad news. of j IY. to thofe that’ weep, ‘ 

And tender care of cripple theep; Cale 
Of /helter to the foul purfu’d, on Sees 
And clean/ing to the hellith-hew’ Ei 7S Ie 


Of floods to fap the parch } g 
And Jigs to. run ef 
f he x 


ivine t to gracelefs preys, 
I ry to the vile and ae eee 


ie 
iH se 


7 Gladn news ofirich mnyfterious grace, ct jer! 
And mercy meeting ev’ry key Bs ry 
Of ftore immenfe all voids to lls. 

And free to whofoever wills) 


Of Chrift exalted as a Prince,» fod 

; Pardons to give and penitence: 

i Of grace o'ercoming ftubborn wills, 

te And leaping over Bether hills,’ 

a Faith comes by. bearing: setlerneiond5 
Straight to the court of; grace reforts, 
And, free of mercenary thought,» - ">. 
Gets royal bounty all:fornought. 


* Raith 's wing: within:the-clammy, fea: 
3 Of legal merit cannot fly'3.) 60 5 
ae But mounting mercy’s ainiapace; 
- Soars in the element of graces> } > dst 
But as free love the bleGiing-gives tiihat ail 
aS To him that works not, but; beheves 3 0. 0 
He Su8o faith, once:reachingitsidefire, yoruns] 
Works hard by Jove, but-not:for eri aif 
i § earited Jens eionlinc osiigiz to.s AUS, Sf i 
: ae te ay =| H A VPs bid Il. 
: BR LEST 5 inf OM leis f at ey er , eo 
: The B E LIEV E.R’S PRIN. CGUPLE s. concern- 
aS ing: Fup ification and. manebelicgiar, their Diffe- 
ei _ ence and Harmony s'sd od 
— te NOTIL 2 ib crrort lice 3 tet 


ated © § BG Tb sar 


2 The DIFFERENCE bireaded Hifi ification and Sane? ift- 
be cation; or Righteou/nefs imputed and-Grace meet 
* ed; 3 im upward? of thirty particulars *. 


K IND Fefui- {pent his life to = 
My robe of: pérfect as ghreoulgeey); ; 


But by his Spirit's work:within ». 
He forms my ‘gracious holy: drefs. 


He as a Prieft me juitifies, stig} 5 . 
» His blood does roaring: confcience Aull 
- ~—- But as a Aung he fanGtifies, | nN 
oe And fubjugates my. ftubborn will.: 


He juftifying by his merit, » 
———__ Imputes to me his righteontnefs 5 re 


- But fanctifying bynhis: Spirit; wi’ 

— Infufes in me faving graces) 
cae Sats juftifying righteoufnefs - Pas 33° 
gi Can merit by.condignity;:, 
eaves bOt nothing with my ftrongelt grace | 


Sia Can be deferv’d by naughty me 

This juftifying favour fet...) 
The guilt of all my fin: remote: 

B Bott chars delay wOUTT “uO Ba 5 


: cee defiroy 
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The firft will peace to confeience give, 
The laft the filthy heart will cleanfe:  _ 
The firft effects a relative, __. 
The laft a real inward change. 


The former pardons ev'ry jim, 

And counts me righteous, free, and jut: 
The latter quickeus grace within, 

And mortifies my fin and lutt. 


Imputed grace :zntitles me , 

Unto eternal happinefs ; 
Imparted grace will qualify.’ 

That heav’nly kingdom to poflefs. 


My righteoufnefs. is infinite, | 
Both fubjectively and in kind; 

My holinefs moft incomplete, | 
And daily. wavers like the wind. 


So lafting is my outer drefs.. Ve ae 
It never wears nor waxes old; | 

My inner garb. of grace decays 
_ And fades, if Heav’n do not uphold. 


My righteoufnefs and pardon i is 
At once moft perfect and complete ; 
But fanétity admits degrees, 
Does vary, fluctuate, and fleet. 


Hence fix’d, my righteoufnefs divine 
No real change can undergo; 

But all my graces wax and wane, 
By various turnings ebb and flow. 


I'm by the firft as righteous now, , 
As e’er hereafter I can be: 

The laft will to perfection grow, 
Heav’n only is the full degree. 


The firft is equal, wholly. giv'n, 

And ftill the fame in ev’ry faint; 
The laft unegual and unev’n,. 

While fome enjoy what others want. . 
My righteoufnefs divine is freth, 

For ever pure and heav’nly both ; 
My fanctity is partly fle/h, 

And juftly term’d a menftrous cloth. 
My righteoufnefs I magnify, - 

‘Tis my triumphant lofty flag ; 
But, pois’d with this, my fanctity 

Is nothing but a filthy rag. 


I glory in my righteoufnets, 


\. 


And loud extol it with my tongue; > 


But all my grace, compar’d with this, 
— I wnder-rate as lofs and dung. 


By juftifying grace I’m apt 

Of divine favour free to boatt ; 
By holinefs I’m partly paps ae 
Into his image 1 had loft. 


_ The firft to divine iui pays 


A rent to ftill the furious ftorm; = 


The laft to divine holine/s - aos ; a a 
eras me ne a to conform. 5 “ at ae 


en r= 


ire) ae) | eee 
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Bat Does full and free acceptance gain ;° ere 
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I on my righteoufnefs rely | ; 
For Heav’n’s acceptance free, and win; 


But, in this matter muft deny 
My grace, ev’n as I do my fin. 


Though all my graces precious are, 

* Yea, perfect alfo in defire; 

They cannot ftand before the bar - 
Where awful juftice is umpire: 


But, in the robe that Chrift did fpin, 
They are of great and high requett; 

They have acceptance wrapt within 
My elder Brother’s bloody. veft. 


My righteoufnefs proclaims me great 
And fair, év'n in the fight of God ; 


But fanctity’s my, main of-/et oy 
Before the gazing world abroad. § 


More juftify’d,I cannot be . 
By all my moft religious ats ; ae 

But thefe increafe my fanétity, “~~ 
Thar’s ftill attended, with defects. 


My righteoufnefs , the fafeft ark 

’Midft ev’ry- threat’nin g flood will be 3’ 3 
My graces but a leaking bark 

Upon a ftormy raging fea. «— S 


I fee in juftifying grace 

God’s love to me does ardent burn; ; 
But by imparted bolinefs 

I grateful love for love return. 


My righteoufnefs is that which draws. 
My thankful heart to this refpect : 
The former then is firft the cau/e, 
The latter is the fweet effect. 


Chrift is in juttifying me, 

By name, The Lord my righteoufne/s : 
But as he comes to fanctify, 

The Lord my firength and help he is. 


In that I have the patient’ S place, Dainese 
For there JEHovaAH’s att is all: | 

But in the other ’m through prace 
An agent working at his call. 


The fir? does /lavi/h fear forbid, 

For there his wrath revenging ends; 
The Ja? commands my filial dread, 

For here paternal ire attends. 


_ The former does annul my woe, 

_ By God’s judicial fentence paft ; 

_ The latter makes my graces grow, 
Faith, love, repentance, and the reft: 


‘The firft does divine pard’ning love 
Moft freely manifeft to me; . 

_ The laft makes fhining graces prove 

x ‘Mine inrreft in the pardon free. 


he nie 


My ‘foul in juflifying ‘grace oe is 


In fanctity I heav’nward prefs. 
ie a By {weet afffance I obtain: ~ fE a39 


‘ 
® 
a 
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_ Yet in defence of truth muft weigiflni 2 


“Pant Vie ; 


That in his righteoufnefs I truft, 
My fanctity willthow; oba. : 

Though graces cannot make me jut, 4207 4 
They /bew me to be fo. has aby 

All thofe who freely juftify’d § Nowy 
Are of the pardon’d ragh > it Sats | 

Anon are‘alfo fanttify’ds ai @ a2. 6 vate 20 ; 
And purify’d by grace. - tina 


_ Where juftice ftern does juftify,: Sti | ae 


Theré/bolinefssis: clear'dgs,o1!3. ct s/n igs 
Heavn’s equity and: ene ott BHA ot 


Can never be fever’d. good=h 7 
Hence, ‘when: my foul: with pardon-dekty 
Perceives no divine ire, 2: isgol 1Or 


Then holinefs'T do affe@ i 300) vor: vadt 
With paflionate: itawiaaentas oihtint erect «| 


His juftifying» grace: isach evol goth es wd. . S ; 
As wafts my foultotheav’ns ‘oii wid oT 
I cannot chufe but dove hime much, ais 0% isn 
Who much has me forgiv'n, Xb ode ou 


The Sun of righteoufnefs that brings 
Remiffion.in his rays, ji. ae 
The healing in his golden wings. 
“Of light and‘heat’ Ona T: virogsd od] 
Where-ever Jefus isa Prigfy °°. 
There will he be a Rneeast st ? brs s9n07 
He that affoils from fin’s arrett,- 
Won't toleratelits reign! © see rae re 


The title of a precious Sate is ae eet eke 
To faith may juftly fall, iat Ge eh ee 

‘Becaufe its open arms embrace ee ae a 
A precious ‘Chrift for all. SE Sh ie a 


From precious ‘faith a precious tite. : Be 
Of precious) virtufés'flow;¢ 0 rt Been 

A precious heart,a precious life,) 6 97 bs 
And precious duties too. Gt ena10% oe 


Where-ever faith does juliit ys ‘Ls ae oe 
lt ipurifies: therbeartyi1scp esoly boo! d bal HT 
The pardon and the purity: | 
Join hands, and :never parts: gid 
The happy ftate of pardon dothiiriifin: st 7 
_ Anholy life infer: __ ‘cate eee 
In fubjects capable of both © cosh 4 ee 
_They never funder'd were. : gk a= Ae 


Diftin@ly view the twain; > ee 
That how they differ, how agree, | Rerepeysti m4 
We may in truth maintain. 
Two natures in one perfon dwell, ‘dirt 
Which no divifion knowlasoaewett- 
In our renown’d Immanu VEL, | Pact it 
Without conf, fiom LOO. pets fi . 


ren 


-'Thofe that divide them, , grofly, err, va ; 2 af i 


Though yet diftin® they bes 
Thofe who confufion hence amie iiiy WE 
Imagine blafphemy. | saa 
Thus righteoufnefs and grace w 

Nor: funder nor c ‘1 “ 


~ CHap. IV. 


Lo! errors grofs on ev'ry fide 
Confpire to hurt and wound ;* 

“Antinomfts do them divide, 
And Legals confound. 
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The BELIEVER’S PRINCIPLES. concetn- 
ing Fath and. Senfe. 


Of Faith and Senfe natural. ~ 

Of Faith and Senfe /piritual. 

The Harmony and Difcord between Faith and Senje. 
The Valour andVittories of Faith. 

The Heights and Depths of Senje. 

» Faith and Frames compared, or Faith building 
upon Senfe difcovered. ..- : 


Gree wey | 
Faith and Senfe natural, compared and diftinguifhed. 


Aah wh 


V HEN 4bram's body, - Sarab’s womb, 
Were ripe for nothing but the tomb, 
_ Exceeding old, and wholly dead, ; 
Unlike to bear the promis’d feed : 
Faith faid, J /hall an Uaac fee ; : 
No, no, faid fenfe; it cannot be: 4 
Blind reafon, to augment the ftrife, 
Adds, How can death engender life? 


My heart is like a rotten tomb, 

More dead than ever Sarah’s. womb; . 
O! can the promis’d feed of grace 
Spring forth from fuch a barren place! 
Senfe gazing but on flinty rocks, 

My hope and expeétation chokes : 

But could I, fkill’d in Adram’s art, 
O’erlook my dead and barren heart ; 


And build my hope on nothing lefs _ 
Than. divine pow’r and faithfulnefs; 

Soon would I find him raife up fons 

To Abram, out of rocks and ftones. 


Faith acts as bufy boatmen do, 

Who backward look, and forward row: 
It looks intent to things unfeen, 
Thinks objects vifible too mean. 


Senfe thinks it madnefs thus to fteer, 
And only trufts its.eye and ear ; 

Into faith’s boat dare thruft its oar, 
And put it further from the fhore. 


Faith does alone the promife eye ; 

Senfe won’t believe unlefs it fee ; 

Nor can it truft the divine guide, 
-Unlefs it have both wind and tide. 


Faith thinks the promife fure and good ; 
Senfe doth depend on likelihood: 

Faith ev’n in ftorms believes the feers ; 
Senfe calls all men, ev’n prophets, liars. 


Faith ufes means, but refts on none; 
Senfe fails when outward means are gone ; 
Trufts more in probabilities, 
Than all the divine promifes. 


It refts upon the rufty beam 
Of outward things that hopeful feem ; 
Let thefe its fupports fink or ceafe, 
No promife-then can yield it peace. 
True faith that’s of a divine brood, 
Confults not bafe with flefh and blood; _ 
But carnal fenfe, which ever errs, ile 
With carnal reafon ftill confers, 
Vou, IL. a 
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What! won’t my difciples believe 
That Iam rifen from the grave? 

Why will they pore on duft and death, 
And overlook my quick’ning breath? 


Why do they flight the word I fpake? 
And rather forry counfel take. 

With death, and with a pow’rlefs grave, 
If they their captive can relieve ? 


Senfe does enquire, if tombs of clay 
Can fend their guefts alive away ; 

But faith will hear Jkrnovan’s word, 
Of life and death the Sov’reign Lord. — 


Should I give ear to-rotten dutt, 
Or to the tombs confine my trutt; 
No refurrection can I fee, 

For dutt that flies into mine eye: 


What! Thomas, can’t thou trut fo much 
To me as to thy fight and touch? 
Won't thou believe till fenfe be guide, 


_ And thruft its hand into my fide? 
_ Where is thy faith, if it depends 


On nothing but thy finger-ends ? 
But blefs’d are they the truth who {eal 
By faith, yet neither fee nor feel. 


SSE-Gi Ts TE 


Faith and Senfe fpiritual, compared and diftinguifhed. 


Where alfo the Difference between the Affurance of 
Faith, and the Affurance of Senfe. 


‘HE certainty of faith and fenfe 
Wide differ in experience: 
Faith buils upon, Thus faith the Lord; 
Senfe views his work, and not his word. 


God’s word without is faith’s refort ; 
His work with doth fenfe fupport. 
By faith we truft him without* pawns; * pledges. 
By fenfe we handle with our hands. 


By faith the word of truth’s receiv’d ; 
By fenfe we know we have believ’d. 
Faith’s certain by fiducial acts ; 

Senfe by its evzdential facts: 


Faith credits the divine report ; 
Senfe to his breathings make refort: 
That on his word of grace will hing ; 
This on his Spirit witneffing. 

By faith I take the Lord for mine; 
By fenfe I feel his love divine: 

By that | touch his garment’s hem ; 
By this find virtue-thence to ftream. 


By faith I have mine all on band ; 
By fenfe I have fome ftock in hand: 
By that fome vifion is begun ; 

By this |fome fruition win. 

My faith can fend ev’n in exile; 
Senfe cannot live without a f{mile. 
By faith I to his promife fly ; 

By fenfe I in his do/cnrlie. 
Faith builds upon the tr 


th of God, ° 


That lies within the promife broad ; 


But fenfe upon the truth of grace 


' His hand within my heart did place. 7 
Thus Chrif’s the object faith willeye; 


And faith’s fhe object fenfe may fee: 
Faith keeps the truth of God in view, 
While fenfe the truth of faith may fhew. © 


Hence faith’s affurance firm can ftand, - 
When {fenfe’s in the deep may ftrand; 
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And faith’s perfuafion full prevail, In hugging thefe, lets rafhly lip Loge 
When comfortable fenfe may fail. tas The proper object OF Weieripe. over 
Tam affur’d when faith’s in act, | ‘Which being loft, behold the thrall | 
Though fenfe and feeling both J lack: _ Anon faith lofes fenfe and all ; 3 : 
And thus myfterious is my lot, Thus unawares cuts fenfe’s breath, _ —" 
I’m oft affur’'d when Tam not; — 7 While fenfe trips up the heels of faith, _ bit 
“se Oft pierc’d with racking doubts and fears; - Her charms affuming 7e/is’ place, 
Yet faith thefe brambles never bears ; While faith’s lull’d in her foft: embrace ; 
But unbelief, that cuts my breath, — ~ Lo! foon in dying pleafures wrapt, 
And ftops the language of my faith. Its living joy away isfnapt. 
Clamours of unbelieving fears bas stil XK ae sig: ECT. Iv. oS 
So frequently difturb my ears ara The Valent ded Weeseedhsued ie Si 9 
I cannot hear what faith would fay, eee ee ae aries of Faith. seca 2 
Till once the noify clamours flay. YQ Y faith T unfeen Being fee 2 3 
And then will frefh experience find,  - Forth lower bemgs calls, A aR 
When faith gets leave to {peak its mind,. And fay to nothing, Lee Oe Se ea | 
The native language thereof is, — ; And nothing hatches all. , ae eee 
My Lord is mine, and Iam his. By faith | know the worlds were made _ ay 
Sad doubtings compafs me about, - By God’s great word of might; == 
Yet faith itfelf could never doubt ; How foon, Let there be hght, hefaid, 
For, as the facred volume faith, That moment there was light. — my AF 
Much doubting argues little faith. By faith I foar and force my flight ~ |» 
The doubts and fears that work my grief, Through all the clouds of fenfe; 5 
Flow not from faith, but unbelief ; _ I fee the glories out of fight, 9 
For faith, whene’er it acteth, cures With brighteft evidence. OS pea ipa eS ee 
The plague of doubts, and me affures. By faith I mount the azure fky, init ve 
’ IN) atten ye) tage 9) aera S SIRT ESS 
But when mine eye of faith’s afleep, And from the lofty fphere, 0 
I dream of drowning in the deep: The earth a little mote efpy, 
But, as befals the fleeping eye, _ Unworthy of my as ieee St Bho 
Though fight remain, it cannot {eé; ; By faith I fee the unfeen things, 
The feeing faculty abides, Hid from all mortal’seyess 
Though ileep from active feeing hides: Proud reafon ftretching all aes le = Wi 
So faith’s afluring pow’rs endure | Se eee eee aes ae 
. Ev’n when it ceafes to affure. By faith I build my lafting hope. eee, 
: There’s ftill perfuafion in my faith, On righteoufnefs IVINS Fa5.. -- tiniest 
Ev’n when I’m fill’d with fears of wrath 5. Nor can I fink with fuch a prop, aes ts: 
- The trufting abit ftillremains, _ Whatever ftorms combine. Reem etn 
Though flumbers hold the aé? in, chains. By Ee my sb my righteoufnefs, 
Th’ affuring faculty it keeps, - And dutiesallfown ss 5 
Ev’n when its eye in darknefs fleeps, But lofs and dung ; and lay my itrets 
On what my Lord has done. aie ‘ 


Wrapp’d up in doubts ; but when it wakes, 
it roufes up affuring acts. By faith I overcome the world, 
i. And all its hurtful charms ; 
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The Harmony and Difeord between Faith and Senfe ; 
how they help, and how they mar each other. _ 


-: & OUGH gallant faith can keep the field 

f When cowardly fenfe will fly or yield ; 
Yet while I view their ufual path, iy 
Senfe often ftands and falls with faith. _ 


“ote Faith ufhers in fweet peace and joy, — 

vibes . ~ Which further heartens faith’s employ ; _ 
Faith like the head, and fenfe the heart, _ 

Do mutual Rp 
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By taith I can the mountains vatt 
- Ot fin and guilt remove; 
And them into the ocean caft, 
~ he fea of blood and love. 


By faith I fee JeEnovan high 
Upon a throne of grace; 

{ fee him lay his vengeance by, 
And {mile in Fe/us’ face. * 
By faith I hope to fee the fun, _ 

The light of grace that lent; ‘ 
His everlafting circles run «| 
In glory’s' firmament. 
By faith I’m ‘more than conqueror, 
Ev’n though I nothing can; 
Becaufe I fet JEHovanH’s powr 
Before me in the van. 
“By faith I counterplot my foes, 
Nor need their ambufh’ fear; 
Becaufe my life-guard alfo goes 
Behind me in the rear.’ ° 
By faith I walk, I run, I fly; 
By faith I fuffer thrall: © 
By faith, I’m fit to live and die; 
‘. ‘By faith I can do all. 


SBC Ti I¥, 
The Heights and Depths of Senfe. 


HEN Heav’n me ‘grants at certain times, 
Y Amidft a pow’rful gale, 
Sweet liberty to mone my crimes, 
And wand’rings to bewail ; 
Then do I dream my finful brood, © 
Drown’d in the ocean main ; 
Of cryftal tears and crimfon blood, 
Will never live again. | 
I get my foes beneath my feet, 
I bruife the ferpént’s head ; 
I hope the vict’ry is complete, 
And all my lufts aré dead. 
How gladly do I think and fay, 
When thus it is with me, 
Sin to my /en/e is clean away, 
And fo fhall ever be? 
But, ah! alas! th’ enfuing hour’ _ 
My lufts arife and fwell, 
They rage and reinforce their pow’r, 
With'new recruits from hell. 
Though I refolv’d and fwore through grace 
In very folemn terms, | 
I never fhould my lufts embrace, 
Nor yield unto their charms; - 


Yet fuch deceitful friends they are, 
While I no longer dream, 
I’m fnar’d before I am aware, 
And hurry’d down the ftream. 
Into the gulph of fin anon 
I'm plunged head and ears; 
Grace to my /enje is wholly gone, 
And I am chain’d in fears; 
Till ftraight my Lord. with. fweet furprize 
Returns to loofe my bands, 
With kind compaffion im-his eyes, — 
And pardon in his hands. — | 
Yet thus my life is nothing elfe 
But heav’n and hell by turns; 
My foul that now in Go/ben dwells, ” 
Anon in Egypt mourns. © " 


na 
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Faith and Frames compared; or, Faith building upon 


Senfe difcovered. 


AITH has for its foundation broad 
A ftable rock on which I ftand, 
The truth and faithfulnefs of God: 
All other grounds are finking fand. 


My frames and feelings ebb and flow; 
“And when my faith depends on them, 
It fleets and ‘ftaggers to and fro, 

And dies amidft the dying frame. 
That faith is furely moft unftay’d, 

Its ftagg’ring can’t be counted ftrange, 
That builds its hope of lafting aid 

On things that evry moment change. 
But could my faith lay all its load 

On Fe/us’ everlafting name, 
Upon the righteoufnefs of God, 

And divine truth that’s ftill the fame; 


Could I believe what God has fpoke, 
Rely on his unchanging love, : 
And ceafe to grafp at fleeting f{moke, ~ 
No changes would my mountain move, © 


But when, how foon the frame’s away, 
And comfortable feeling fail ; 

So foon my faith falls in decay, 
And unbelieving doubts prevail: 


This proves the charge of latent vice, 
And plain my faith’s defects may fhow; 


_I built the houfe on thawing ice, 


That tumbles with the melting fhow. 


“ When divine {miles in fight appear, 


And I enjoy the heav’nly gale; 
When wind and tide, and all is fair, 
I dream my faith fhall never fail: 


My heart will falfe conclufions draw, 
That ftrong my mountain fhall remain; 


_- That in my faith there’s no a flaw, 


Pll never, never doubt again. 


I think the only reft I take, 

Is God’s unfading word and name; 
And fancy not my faith fo weak, 

As e’er to truft a fading frame. 


But, ah! by fudden turns I fee 
My lying heart’s fallacious guilt, 
And that my faith, not firm in me, 
On finking fand was partly built: 


‘For; lo! when warming beams are gone 
2 


And fhadows fall; alas! ’tis odd, 
I cannot wait the rifing fun, 
I cannot truft a hiding God. ° 


So much my faith’s affiance feems 
Its life from fading joys to bring, © 

That when I lofe the dying ftreams, 
I cannot truft the living fpring. 


When drops of comfort quickly dry’d, 
And fenfible enjoyments fail ; 

When chearin¢ apples are deny’d, 
Then doubts inftead of faith prevail. 


But why, though fruit be fnatch’d from me, 
Should I diftruft the glorious root; 
And itill affront the ftanding tree, 
By trufting more to falling fruit? 
The f{malleft trials may evince 
My faith unfit to fland ‘the fhock,’ 
That more depends on fleeting fenfe, 
Than on the fix’d eternal Rock. ~~ 
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The fafeft ark when floods arife,.. 
Is ftable truth that changes not; 
How weak’s my faith, that more relies 
On feeble fenfe’s floating boat? 


For when the fleeting frame is gone, 
I ftraight my ftate in queftion call; 
{ drop‘and fink in deeps anon, . 
As if my frame were all in all. 


But though I mifs the pleafing gale, 
And heav'n withdraw the charming glance; 
Untefs Jenovan’s oath can fail, 
My faith may Keep its countenance. 


The frame of nature fhall decay, y 
Time-changes break her rufty chains; ; 
Yea, heav’n and earth fhall pafs away . 
But faith’s foundation firm remains. 
Heav’n’s promifes fo fix’dly ftand, 
Ingrav'd with an immortal pen, ~ 
In great IMMANUEL’sS mighty, hand, 
All hell’s attempts to raze are vain. 


Did faith with none but truth advife, 
My fteady foul would move no more, 

Than ftable hills when tempefts rife, 
Or folid rocks when billows roar. 


But when my faith the counfel hears 
Of prefent fenfe and reafon blind, 
My wav’ring fpirit then appears 
A feather tofs’d with evry wind. 
Lame legs of faith unequal crook: 
Thus mine, alas! unev’nly ftand, 
Elfe I would truft my ftable rock, 
Not fading frames and feeble fand: 


I would, when dying comforts fly, 

As much as when they. prefent were, 
Upon my living joy rely. 

Help, Lord, for here I daily err. 


Le iiy’ > lata, aie 2 v. 


The BELTEVER’S PRINCIPLES concern- 
ing Heaven and Earth. ' 
| SEOQT. 1 
The Work and Contention of Heaven. 
| N _ heav’nly choirs.a queftion rofe, q 
That ftirr’d up, ftrife will never clofe, 


What rank of all the ranfom’d race 
Owes higheft praife to fov’reign, grace?,, 


Babes.thither caught from womb and breatft, 
Claim’d right to fing above the reft ; 

Becaufe they found the happy fhore 

They never faw_ nor fought before. 


Thofe that arriv’d at riper age, 

Becaufe they left the dufky ftlage. 
Thought grace deferv’d yet higher praife, 
That wafh'd the blots of num’rous cay: 


Anon: the war more, clofe began, 

What praifing harp. fhould lead the van? 
And which of grace’s heav’nly peers |... 
Was deepeft run in her arrears ? 92 
Z pismeid one,) *bove all my race, , 
* Am debtor chief to glorious grace.’ 

“ Nay, (faid another,) hark, I trow 

“ [Tm more oblig’d to grace than you.” 


“ Stay, (faid a third,) I deepeft fhare. 
“ In owing praife beyond compare; 
“ The chief of finners, yow'll Alloy 
“ Muft be the chief of Paes now.” 


SONNETS. 


Along their endlefs, joyful life, ee 
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“ Hold, (faid.a fourth,) I-here-protet 

“ My praifes muft outvye the beft; 

“ For I’m ofall the human race is 
“ The higheft miracle of grace”. 


“ Stop, (faid a fifth,) thefe notes forbear, 
“Lo! I’m the greateft wonder here; 

“ For I of all the race that fell; i 
“ Deferv'd the loweft place in bell.” < 


A foul that higher yet. afpir’ 'd, 

With equal love to Fe/us fir’d, 
‘Tis mine to fing the higheft notes- 

“ To love, that wath’ d the fouleft-blots.’. 


“ Ho! (cry’d a mate,) ‘tis mine I'l prove;; 
“ Who finn’d in fpite of light. and love, 


- © To found his ‘praife with loudeft bell, 


“ That fav’'d me from the lowett. hell. 


' © Come, come}. (faid one,), Tl -hold ea, 


“ That higheft praife is due, by me;. 
For mine, of all the fav’d by grace, ,. 990 
“ Was the moft dreadful, ‘defp’r rate cat 


Another rifing at his fide; 1)... +4; 
As fond to praife, and. free of pride, 
Cry’d, “ Pray, give place, for I defy.:, 
“ That you fhould owe more praife. than Le 


I'll yield to none in this debate; 

I’m run fo deep in grace’s debt, 

“ That fure I am, I boldly can 

“ Compare with all the heav'’nly clan.” 


Quick o’er their heads a trump .awoke,.- ... 
“Your fongs my very heart have fpoke 5! 

“ But ev'ry note you here propale, - “Foe 

“ Belongs to me beyond you all.” 


The lift’ning millions round about - 
With fweet refentment loudly fhout; 

“ What voice is this, * comparing notes, . 
“ That to their fong chief place allots? 
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What! will no rival-finger yield, 
He has a match upon the field? - 
“ Come then, and let us all agree _ 


im} 


“ To praife upon the higheft key.” - 


Then jointly all the harpers. round . 
In mind unite, with folemn found, 
And ftroaks upon the highett eS 
Made all the heav’nly arches ring: 


Rihg loud, with Hallelujahs, high, 
To him that fent his Son to die; — 
And to the worthy Lamb of God, 
Who low'd and wafh'd them in bis. blood. 


Free grace was fov’reign emprefs crown’d . 
In pomp, with joyful fhouts around: 
Affifting angels clapp’d. their wings, 
And founded grace on all their firings. ~ 


The emulation round the throne 

Made proftrate hofts (who ev'ry one 
The humbleft place their right avow) _ 
Strive who Srould. give the lowef bow. . fr 


The next contention without vice al acti 6 x" 
Among the birds of paradife, _ <7 
Made ev'ry glorious: warbling as 0: hroat _ £ 
Strive who Should ; give the highs note. 


Thus in fweet, holy, humble flrife, a yee 


+ rr 


Of Fefus all the harpers rove, ~. - Be aes 
And fing the wonders of his Tove.” fo ci w 


Their difcord makes them all unite 4) 49 

a raptures moft divinely. Seer: ere 
So great the fong, fo grave | the 

Melodious mufic fills the. es 


“ 
npere: 
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CHap. V. 


o.E C.T. Th, 
Earth defpicable, Heaven defirable. 


~ HERE’s nothing round the {pacious earth 
To fuit my vatt defires ; 
To more refin’d and folid mirth 
My boundlefs thought afpires. 
Fain would I leave this motrnful place, 
This mufic dull, where none 
_ But heavy notes have any grace, 
And mirth accents the moan: 


Where troubles tread upon reliefs, 
New woes with older blend ; 

Where rolling ftorms and circling griefs 
Run round without an end:° 


Where waters wreftling with the ftones, 
Do fight themfelves to foam, 

And hollow clouds, with thund’ring groans, 
Difcharge their pregnant womb: 


Where eagles mounting meet with rubs 
That dafh them.from the fky;. | 

And cedars, fhrinking into flrubs, 

. In ruin proftrate lie: * ~~ 

Where fin the author of turmoils, 
The caufe of death and bell,.: 

The one thing foul that all things foils, 
Does moft befriended dwell. 


The purchafer.of night and. woe, 
The forfeiter of day, 

The debt that ev’ry man did owe, 
But only God could pay. ... 

Bewitching ill, indors’d with hope, 
Subfcribed with defpair:. 

Ugly in death when eyes. are ope, 
Though life may paint it fair. 

Small wonder, that I droop alone - 
In fuch a doleful place; 

When, lo! my deareft friend is gone, 
My Father hides his face. 


And though in words I feem to fhow 
The fawning poet’s ftyle, 
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. ¥et is my plaint no feigned woe ; 
I languifh in exile. 


I long to fhare the happinefs 
Of that triumphant throne, 7 y.w). 


That fwim in feas of boundlefs blifs _ 
Eternity along. ate 


When but in drops here by the way 
Free love diftils it itfelf. 
I pour’contenipt on hills of prey, 
And heaps of worldly pat. 
To be amidft my little joys, 
Thrones, fceptres, crowns, and kings, 
Are'nothing elfe but little toys, 
And defpicable things. 


Down with difdain earth’s pomp I thruft, 
Bid tempting wealth away; 
Heav'n is not made for yellow duft, 
Nor bhfs of ghttring clay. 
Sweet was the hour I freedom felt 
To call my Fe/us mine ; 
To fee his fmiling face, and melt 
In pleafures all divine. 


Let fools an beav’n of fhades purfue, 
But I for fubftance am: 

The beav'n I feek is likene/s too, 
And wifion of the Lamb: 


The worthy Lamb with glory crown’d 
In his auguft abode; 

Inthron’d fublime, and deck’d around 

_ with all the pomp of God. 


I long to join the faints above, 
Who, crown’d with glorious bays, 
Through radiant files of angels move, 
And rival them in praife: 


In praife to JAH, the God of love, 
The fair incarnate Son, 

The holy co-eternal Dove, 
The good, the great Three-one. 


In hope to fing without a fob 
The anthem ever new, 

I gladly bid the dufty globe, 
And vain delights, Adieu. 


¢ 


The END of the GOSPEL SONNETS. 


Vou. I. 
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The following POEM, the fecond Part of which, was wrote by Mr. ERSKINE, is here | 
'  inferted, to fill up this Page, as a proper Subjeét of Meditation to Vier oi, Tobacco, 


SMOKING SPIRITUAL 1Z ED. 


IN TWO PARTS. 


The firft Part being a an ai ‘Meort ATION upon ‘Sohn Tobacco 3 the feeond, a 


new Addition to it, or Im nove of it. 


x 
PiAR-T I. 
Agee Indian weed now wither’d quite, 


Though green at noon, cut down at night, 


Shows thy decay; 
All flefh is hay. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 


The pipe fo lily-like and weak, 
Does thus thy- mortal ftate befpeak. 
Thou are ev’n fuch, 
Gone with a touch. . 
Thus think, and {moke tobacca. 


And when the fmoke afcends on high, 
Then thou behold’ft the vanity 
Of worldly ftuff, © 
Gonewith a puff. 
‘ Thus think, and {moke tobacco. 


And when the pipe grows foul within, ~ i 


Think on thy foul defil’d with fin; 
For then the fire, 
It does require. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 


And ieeft the afhes caft away ; 
Then to thyfelf thou mayett fay, 
That to the duft 
Return thou mutt. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 


re 


PART IL 


W AS this fall plant for pie cut down 
So was the Plant of great renown; 
Which mercy fends | 
For nobler ends. ©! pied 
Thus think, and {moke tobacco: ‘ ot 


Doth juice medicinal proceed 
From fuch a naughty foreign weed ? 
Then what's the pow’r 
Of Feffe’s flow’r? 
Thus think, and {moke tobaeco. 


The promife, like the pipe inlays; ~ 
And by the mouth’of faith: er is ed 
What virtué flows | 
From Sharon's rofe. 
Thus think, ‘and fmoke tobacco: 


In vain th’ unlighted pipe you’ “blow; 
Your pains in outward means’ are foy 
Till heav’nly'fire’ |” 
The heart“infpire. ; 
Thus think, and fmoke toliaccos 


The fmoke, like burning incenfe, tow’rs; 


So fhould a praying heart of yours, — 


With ardent cries, 
Surmount the {kies. 
- Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 


A PARA: | 
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LARGE EXPLICATORY POEM 
SONG of SOLOMON 


The mutual Love of Curist and his CHurcH, contained in that Old-teftament 
Sone, is imitated in the Language of the New-teflament, and adapted to the 


Gofpel Difpenfation. 
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Curitoms and the Stk U's) Kb hae eo 


Curitovus READER, Be Ee Re ee Me MN ere ee prageam 

DO not propofe, by the following lines, to fatisfy your curiofity, any further than by a plain-- 
| explication of this Scriptural Song, in a way adapted to the New-teftament difpenfation: and, _ 

perhaps, you will be at no lofs, if you find the equity of the Paraphrafe, even where you 
lofe the elegance of the poem; or, if you find any truth to edify your foul, though you fhould 
mifs a pompous embellifhment to gratify your fancy. IfI had been of the opinion, that no poem 
fhould fee the light, but fuch as has the name of fome great and famous poet prefixed to it, and 
could reafonably expect the univerfal applaufe of a learned age, I would never have confented to — 
the publication of this, ina day wherein the art of poefy is improved to fuch great perfection 
by fome, whofe bright genius has made them capable to fet forth their poetical productions in 
a very beautiful and fplendid drefs. If I thought that nothing now caft into the mould of metre 
could be ufeful’and edifying, but what is fuperlatively fine, I would have been quite difcouragec 
from this attempt: but to be of this mind were in effect ro think, there could be no wholefom food but © 
what is prefented ina lordly difh; no good lodging in any houfe, but fuch as were built by fome cu- — 
rious mechanic, or famous architect ; nor convenient accommodation in any room or chamber, but 
fuch as were finely painted, or hung around with very neat arras. How few would there be to 
fight for their country, if none were allowed to do fo, but mighty heroes, great champions, and 
fuch as are head and fhoulders higher than others? How many mutt go naked, if no clothing 
were allowed but filk and fattin, and rich embroideries? It will be hard to perfuade the world 
that none fhould write, or make ufe of a pen,\ but fuch as could imitate the fineft\copper-plate ; 
or that none fhould open their mouth to {peak above their breath, but fuch as can equal the 
fineft orator. io ie : 

But though, in this Effey, I pretend not to a¢t the part of the lofty poet; yet I have endeavour- 
ed, that what I hope is obvious to the vulgar, and not aboveéitheir view, may be at the fame time 
not naufeous to the polite, nor below their view, if they are fuch as can lay afide the fullen air 
of criticifm. Thefe to whom no plain, ferious gofpel-truths can give any fatisfaction, and to 
whom nothing elfe but flowers.of wit, and flights of rhetoric, can give delight, do perhaps too 
much bewray their ignorance.of pious pleafures. The foul’may be miferably,hungred and ftarv- 
ed where the fancy only is pleafed and feafted. And hence I look upon it as 4 moft andid and 

_ ingenious acknowledgment of a famous and religious poet *, in the preface to his excellent Hymns. 

and Spiritual Songs, {peaking of fome of them; “ I confefs myfelf, (fays he) to have been too 

“ oft tempted away from the more fpiritual defigns I propofed, by fome gay and flowery expref- 

“ fions that gratified the fancy; the bright images too oft prevailed above the fire of divine af- 

“ fection, and the light exceeded the heat.” Now, though I own, that the defect of my poetical 

talent might lead me to an acknowledgment of a quite other nature, being fenfible how much 

every paragraph here defpairs of giving much delight to thefe of a more refined tafte, and of 

pleafing the fancy with many bright embellifhments of poetry ; yet the “great fearcity of thefe 

_ may have this great advantage, that here there are few fuch beautiful flowers, or bright images, 

to tempt any man away from the fpiritual defign; or fo to gratify the fancy, and to prevail 

ae above the fire of divine affection that fhould burn in the heart with a heat equal ‘to the’ light. 

-——s Not that lam difobliged with thefe gay and flowery expreflions in this and other valuable authors, 
whereby they are fo apt to be a temptation to themfelves and their readers, even in their fpiri- 
hs tual Songs; for, I muft confefs, they have been oft fo tempting and alluring to myfelf, that as_ 
fome of their de- | 


Fa 
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too much, all I can accufe myfelf of, is only that I did not neglect the rhyme when words favourin ¢ 
it appeared to me as appofite to the purpofe as others, and the low genius afforded no better. 

Jam forry for your fake, curious Reader, that precious truth is here fet before you in fuch a 
coarfe garb; but,if you attend to the matter, it will(as I formerly faid) beno lofs to you, that you 
have not here many artful embroideries. Ido not indeed think that facred truth can be fet off 
in too comely a drefs ; no more than I think that the Holy Bible can be printed with too good a 
type, or too fine a paper: but, if every page and paffage thereof were illuminate or adorned with 
fine cuts, I fuppofe this would do more harm than good, and be more diverting than edifying. 

I fhould be glad to fee this facred book painted forth in more lively, pure, and f piritual co- 
lours, than it can appear into, in this homely Efflay ; however, if the picture here be but juft, 
you will perhaps be much obliged to a genius that could not fet it within acuriouily gilded frame 
to divert your eye from it. | | 

But when you hear of the {pirituality and religious defign of this Poem, and that (as I rhay thew 
in the other part of the preface) the fubject thereof is not the Fair Circafian, but the Farr CHRIsTIAN, 
and his infinitely fairer Head and Hufband Jrsus Curist; though the theme be more noble in 
itfelf, and more needful to be read and confidered, than all the wanton fonnets in the world, 
however artfully trimmed; yet I am afraid this fubject be thought fo jejune, infipid, and unfa- 
fhionable, that it is poffible, after you have fatisfied your curiofity fo far as to glance over a few 
_ lines of this book, you may throw it afide like an old almanack, and foon give your judgment 
pro or con; and this is all the poor profit and advantage you fhall get by it, if you remain always 
more curious than ferious. And fince I have'done with you, I fhall apply myfelf to thefe to whom 
this little Effay will readily be more welcome and acceptable. 


SeERr1ous READER, 


T HOUGH it is efpecially for your fpiritual edification and comfort, I have eflayed, in this 
Manner, to explain and open up the gofpel that is contained in this facred Song; yet I de- 
fign not to fay one word to you in commendation of this poem upon it; nor does it deferve 
I fhould, if it cannot, through the blefling of God, commend itfelf to your heart and experience. 
But if you are exercifed unto godlinefs, and acquainted with the {weet life of fellowfhip and com- 
~munion with our Lord Jefus Chrif, I hope you fhall here fee a picture and reprefentation both of 
his heart towards you, and of your heart towards him; and a portraiture of the fweeteft éxperi- 
ence of intimacy with heaven, that the bride of Chrift can have upon earth. And I judge, that 
afong upon this fubject is not unfeafonable amidft thefe evil days, wherein the fongs of the temple 
are like to be turned into howlings, and wherein the bride, the Lamb’s wife, is ready to hang her 
harp-upon the willows. How defirable were it, if this lithe book might prove a mean for helping. 
her to fing away her forrows, and to harmonize with the defign of that precious promife, Hof. 
ii. 15. [will give her the vally of Achor for a:door of hope, and fhe fhall jing there!..'To. drive away the 
night of trouble with fongs of praife, would:bea work and exercife moft fuitable to that gracious 
name our Lord takes to himfelf; Job xxxv.. 10. God our Maker, who gives fongs in the mght. 
We have a divine precept, perhaps too much forgotten and neglected even among the {erious, 
Eph. v. 18, 19.—Be filled with the Spirit, fpeaking to yourfelves in pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual fongs, 
JSaging and making melody in your heart tothe Lord; and Col. iii. 16. Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly, 
in wifdom ; teaching and admonifhing one another in pfalms, and hymns, and.f/piritual fongs, finging with grace 
in your bearts tothe Lord. And how we are to fing, we'are further taught, not only by the apoftle’s 
example, 1 Cor. xiv: 15. [will fing with the Jpirit; and I will. fing with the underftanding alfo; but likewife 
_ by anexprefs divine appointment, Pfal. xlvii. 6, 7, where the command to fing is repeated five 
times in a breath, ‘Sing praifes toGod, fing prai/es ; fing praifés unto our King, fing praifes: fing ye praifes with 
underfiandg. Now, this facred Song of Solomon being very mytfterious and metaphorical, that 
you may be the more able to fing it over with underftanding and judgment, I have endeavoured ’ 
to lay open the myfteries and: metaphors thereof to your view. . 

I have defignedly caft this book into the mould of common metre; becaufe, as it was intended 
efpecially for the ufe of ferious Chriftians in this part of the ifland; fo, in cafe any of them fhould 
fee fit to:make fome of thefe lines a part of their fpiritual and devout recreation in fecret,. they 
might, if they pleafe, fing them over in any of the tunes.to which they are accuftomed in our 
Scots churches, where none butithe common tunes are ufed: and in the whole I am fo far from 
attempting to foar aloft above your capacity, that, where-ever 1 have been obliged to ufe any 
words (fuch as prolific, mellifluous, &c.) which I reckon not fo obvious.to the underftanding of the 
vulgar, 1 have explained it upon the margin; and hope. it is but very feldom any fuch words 
occur to cloud and darken the fenfe to you. : eas prntagn 
© I know that this facred book of:{cripture, wherein the fweeteft and nobleft inftances of the grace 
of Chrifttoward his church and people are reprefented under the figure of a conjugal ftate, has 
been greatly préfaned' by impure writers, who have ufed, or rather abufed their poetical art, to 
the graying minds, and proftituting this holy divine fong to the moft unholy ends. I 
have, thereforé,"€ndeavoured in this Paraphrafe, fo to open the import of every metaphor, as to fe- 
cureit from being perverted and abufed to-wanton paflions; which, I] hope, fhall find no handle 
here by any mode of expreflion tending, to divert the mind from the fpirituality. of the theme. 
Thecompofure upon every text here is fuch, as, I think, without great violence done to it, can never 
be applyed to any lovers inferior to that glorious Bridegroom, the Lamb of God; and the Bride, 
the Lamb’s unfe, as the church is-defigned, Rev. xxi. 9.. ier ied ‘ te 

I thought it needlefs here, in a prefatory way, to offer you a Azy for opening this Song, fince this 
has been done fo oft and fo well already by others, and particularly DurHam’s book upon. it, 
which is fo common among many hands; I refer the reader to his Clavis Cantici, prefixed to that 
book. Mr. Henry fays, the beft key for opening this book is the forty-fifth Pfalm, which we 
find applyed to Chrift in the New Teftament... And it feems the more fit this book be now opened, - 
in a way fuited to that difpenfation, fince Chrift is more frequently and clearly reprefented in the 
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New Teftament than in the Old, as the Bridegroom of his church and people; for which I might 
multiply inftances, were it needful. 

The objections of adverfaries againft the divinity of this book are but weak and trifling, while 
we are confirmed in the faith of its divine extraction, and fpiritual application to the marriage 
between Chrift and his church, by the antient, conftant, and concurring teftimony both of. the 
Jewith and Chriftian church. And hence, though to carnal minds, it is a flower out of which they 
have extracted poifon ; yet, to thefe that are f{piritual, it is /weeter than honey and the boney-comb; info- 
much, that fome have made it the mark and chara¢teriftic of a faint, to find and experience the 
fpiritual relifh and quickening favour of this part of {cripture. 

Profane wits, whoridicule this lofty anthem asa carnal Epithalamium, or Marriage-fong, feem 
to be at a nonplus whether to apply it to Solomon’s marriage with the Egyptian princefs, or a 
Circaffian dame; but they mutt be yet ata greater-lofs, what to make of fome complements and 
commendations given to Solomon's bride, if they were to be properly (and not figuratively) un- 
derfttood. For,jhow monftrous and ridiculous were it to defcribe her as having an head like Carmel, 


teeth like a flock of fheep, a nofe like the tower of Lebanon looking toward Damajfcus, and terrible like an army with © 


- banners! &c. And, if Solomon’s chariot were to be underftood properly and materially, of what 
matter would they fuppofe it to be made, when the midf of it is faidto be paved with love? Of, if 
love be no material thing, how fhall it be a material chariot But this facred Song is not the worfe, 
becaufe profane and wanton wits abufe it, and endeavour to faften their abfurd and obfcene fenfes 
upon fome paflages of it. It requires, indeed, as fome interpreters acknowledge, a fober and pious 
not a foolifh and lafcivious reader. It breathes forth the hotteft flames of love between Chrift ani 

his people; and has, in all ages of the church, been moft fweet, comfortable, and ufeful to all that 
have read it with ferious and fpiritual eyes. One of the fathers [vz. Athanafius] comparing this 


Song 


as already come, and near-hand: fo familiar and prefent is he here reprefented both to the faith 
and fenfe of his people. Zanchius makes this Song a compend and copy of the {piritual marriage 
with Chrift. And another great divine (Bodius in Eph.) calls it, zpfus fider et religronis Chroftiana me- 
dulla; i.e. “ the very marrow and fubftance of faith and Chriftianity itfelf”’ And therefore, I 
hope it will not be reckoned an unprofitable work or fervice, to open up, in a homely poefy, funk 
to the 
and in a ftrain fuited to the New-teftament difpenfation. 

This effay, /erious Reader, being the fruit of fome ftudy and application only at leifure-hours, is, 
on this account, the work of feveral years; and though occafions had allowed, yet the nature of 
the ftudy, however pleafant in itfelf, was more fevere both to body and mind, thamto have allowed 
a continued progrefs in it, without many intermiffions, till it was finifhed. Somé parts of this 
compofure being t 
ing and judicious readers will obferve, that fome of the texts and chapters are explained with more 
life and accuracy than others; which may be eafily accounted for, by every one who knows that 
the vein of poefy and frame of fpirit is fubject to various alterations, higher or lower, at different 
times. The greateft defect I have here found myfelf to labour under, was with reference efpecially 
to that fpirituality of frame, heavenlinefs of mind, and clofs communion with Ghrift, thar an eflay 
to open this facred divine Song required ; fince in it the believer’s moft intimate fellowthip with this 
glorious Bridegroom is reprefented under fo many figurative expreffions. However, it has been 
my earneft defire fometimes that my labour in this may not be in vain im the Lord; but that it might con- 
tribute, through the divine bleffing, to the inftruétion, edification, and comfort of the Lord’s 
people, efpecially fuch as have little accefs to read large comments upon this facred Song; and 
particularly thofe of the congregation which I have fo long had a fpecial concern in, and relation 
to, andto whom I have but very feldom preached upon texts in this book of the Song of Solomon. 

It mut be owned, there are great depths in this allegorical feripture; the Jetter whereof kills 
thefe that reft in that, and look no further; but the Spirit thereof giveth life, 2 Cor. iii. 6. John vi. 
63.; and that it requires great pains and caution to point out the meaning of the Holy Ghoft, in 


every part of this poetical book, and in applying the figures and fimiles therein to the feveral graces . 


and virtues of the Bridegroom and Bride; and thereforeI have not admitted of any private thought 
or imagination of mine own in the interpretation of this notable part of holy {cripture, without 
obferving my view thereof to be agreeable with the judgment of found commentators: upon it. 
Though they could afford me little help as to the form, yet from them I willingly. collected mate- 
rials. Nor did I venture to make a Paraphrafe upon any one verfe here, till [had confulted them, 
and was fatisfied that I fhould not deviate from the current of orthodox writers, their judgment 
upon it,.of which you have herea fum. Though yet the Paraphrafe is the longer, that I-have 
not only inlarged upon thefe places that I reckoned were moft emphatical, but alfo touched at the 


connexion of one verfe and purpofe with another, where thought it was neceflary for the illuftras . 


tion of the fcope. Nor have I paft over any one verfe, however more curtly tre: 
without giving fome plain view of the meaning and import of it. And, if m 1 
upon any verfe in this Song than is directly imported in it, I hope it will be’ ed no great 
fault, if what is faid be deducible from it, or neceflary for the further explication of it, and for 
adapting this Raraphrafe upon an Old-teftament fong to a New-teftament difpenfation. ‘Befides, 
the fenfe being cramped and contraéted within the narrow bounds of common metre, has fome- 
times made the repetition (though not of words, yet) of matter unavoidable: and though every 
explication is but.an amplified circumlocution; yet have ufed as few repetitions as could ae 
with my defign of conveying a clear idea of the meaning. | io#l 

[thought fit to fet down the {cripture-text at large before the Paraphrafe; partly, that every one, 


even of thefe who would hardly be at the pains to confult their Bibles, might have an opportunity- 
to compare the text and Paraphrafe together; and partly, that there might be occafion to mark, - 


- upon the margin, fome of the different readings that the original text admits of, which I endea- 
your alfo’not to neglect in the Paraphrafe. = SOUR TEN ME SRE Oa Aer et OB. SE 


Bhs 


with other fcriptures of the Old Teftament, fays, it is like John the Baptift among the pro- . 
phets: other fcriptures fpeak of Chrift as coming, and afar off; this fpeaks of him, and to him, . 


level of vulgar capacities, the great gofpel-myfteries contained in this allegorical fcripture, 


herefore at fome years diftance from other parts of it, itis poflible fome difcerne — 


LU cee es 


ae. 6h . “+ a 


a 


_PARAPHRASE, or EXPLICATORY POEM 


es 8 Sees hayanly vogoig yc: UPON THE | 


‘SONG of SOLOMON 


uy 


| % 8 es a © fut A n 


ee aaa ; ae fewest’ his owt to her, 
giv ing her gracious Promifes .—The Church 
< oa ae co congratulate ¢ one another. 


eae ea 


TLE 
Ve Song ¢ or which i as : Sabet o. 


T HE Say of anthems * exquifire, 
“ __ From Solomon’s facred pen, _ 
Which doth to heav ‘nly love excite 
The fouls of holy maens °° ” 
Its chara@ters divine. evince, 4 or 
er And evidently clear, 
hese oe wifer king, a greater prince, 
3 Than Solomon is here.’ 
s+ ‘Who from. above did animate, 
And owith celeftial flame _ 
we Infpire the fong, to equal that | 
QF Moles and the Lamb. 
‘This to the Lamb's fair Bride belongs, 


ks 


To found on all her ftrings, =, > 
“With tuneful’ harp, theSong of fange.: : 
: Lthe King of kings, 
apiceciicg Bass We Hesico:5 


SST '§. Grice Mio LA 

Wer: 2. on him k if me avid the hiffes of. bi int 
— Sor thy love + 2s sleet wine, 

~alneg pa aw fd iis 

‘Let him who i in my room 

~~ - Did aé& the kin sata ma god A place 

an The God of love, the rince SER #2 
3 _ The victor of my heart, sah a 

With fweet indearments from ahve 

3 _Let nim 3 er foul INE ae en 


S eee 


wa Jefus our Prieft for aeae lives’. cf 


‘His mouth salicious: Heav’ n reveals ; P 
His kiffes from above _ 
Are pardons, promifes, and feals 
Of everlafting love. ~ ie “tie 


Ver. 3. Becaufe of the favour of ‘is good 1 ointments, 
thy name is as ointment poured forth ; therefore do 
the virgins love thee. ; 


The oil of gladnefs and of grace, We 
On thee pour'd largely forth, 

Does {pread around, in ev'ry place, 
Thy favour and thy worth, 


Like precious oil diffus’d, thy name’ 
Along fuch edour fends ; es . 
That hence from virgin-fouls a flazries 
Of holy love afcends. 


Thy love to them, thus fhed abroad, - 


So much inflames their heart, 
With love to thee; that thou their God 
Their darling, alfo art. 


O fav’ry names! The Prophet Kind, " 
Anointed to inftrué ; 

Who by his‘counfel leads the blind, 
To glory will conduc... 


Th’ anointed Prieft, by, folemn JOWs 
Did once for fin atone’: Hel 
The blood, that was the price, is now 
The plea before tla’ throne. eB 
Th’ anointed King, to bear the pip 
And dafh the rebel’ foes, ee 
To make the feeble win the day, — = 
Though death and hell oppofe, © 


Ev’n virgin-tongue with pleafure fings. 
Thy lafting honours, thus ; 
se Jefus our Prophet ever brings 
“ The light of life to us. — 


eR LO plead for us BPR as — is HR - 


_“ Jefus our King for ever gives 


i 


The e bléfitage of bis‘lever” axe g godt 


to thee havel;~ ee 


AS I ae 


me, we will run after enh sae 


come t 
2no will to move ; iahae ali’ ce 


oy tyres 
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—The king hath brought me into bis chambers ; we 
will be glad and rejoice in thee ;-— 


The glorious King whom I befought, 
Anon my cry did hear ; 

Me-to his prefence chamber brought, 
And kindly drew me-near. © 


Then evry thing that did annoy, 
While I his prefence mourn’d, 
So quickly vanifh’d into joy, 
My grief to gladnefs turn’d. 


We'll now exult in thee, O King, 
With holy chearfulnefs ; 

Our hearts will joy, our lips will fing, 
Our lives will praife exprefs. 


—We will remember thy love more than wine: the 
upright love. thee. 


Our grateful mem’ries will record 
This matchlefs love of thine, 

And keep the relifh thereof, Lord, 
Beyond the richeft wine. 


Though fools abound, who nor - defire 
Nor pleafure fix on thee ; i 

Yet wifdom’s children all confpire 
To love and joy with me, 


Th’ upr ight without deceit, that prove 
Like gold without alloy, | 

Make thee the object of their love, 
And-centre of their joy. 


Ver. I am black, but comely, 0 ye daughters of 
Serafilem, as the tents of Kedar, as the curtains 
of Solemon. 


Ye that profeffors are at ane! i 
Or that are weak-in grace, 

Take no offence at me, I charge, 
Nor at my fwarthy face. 


Shun not to come and fhare with me 
Both in my love and joy, 

Becaufe my vifage black ye fee 
With fin and fore annoy. 

Though in myfelf I’m black indeed, 
And in my outward lot; 

Yet in my lovely, glorious Head 
I’m fair without a fpot. 


Dufky like Kedar-tents am I,. 
O ye of Salem’s race; 

But yet with Sol’mon’s curtains. vie 
For comelinefs by grace. 


Ver. 6. Look not upon me, becaufe I am black, becaufe 
the fun hath looked upon me: my mother’s chil- 
dren were angry with me,— 


Then gaze not with diftainéale eyes 
On me in fable clad ; 


Nor flight my beauty fair, that lies: 


Within the gloomy fhade. 33 


No wonder I fo black became, °: 
If ye the caufe will note; “'> ~~ 
For fore fun-burnt and fcorch’d I am 
With perfecution hot. 


Falfe brethren, that malignant race, 
My mother’s fons untrue, | 

In rage caft duft upon my face, - 
And fully’d all my hue.: 


They pour’d.on me what open fhame 
Their malice could conceive ; 


“With foul reproaches ftain’d my name, 


And us’d me like a flave. 


A PARAPIHiRASE ON 


Ver. 8. If thou know not, 


; os Dott thou not know, m my lovely pita 


Cuap. I, 


They made me keeper of the vineyards, but mine 
own vineyard have I not kept. 


They of their vineyards me the drudge: 
Oppreft with crufhing care: 

Such fervile labours, ye may judge, 
My beauty much impair. 


‘Yea, while, alas! thus toil’d, I flept, 


And floth my watch remov’d, 
I’ve not my proper vineyard kept, 
My talents not improv’d. 


But though my folly hath me marr’d, 
And wrought my own diftrefs ; . 
Yet be not at religion fcarr’d, 
Nor ftumbled at my blifs. 


For ’gainft myfelf I bear record, 
That hence my flav’ry flows: 


_ While I neglect to ferve my Lord,’ 


I'm left to ferve my. foes. 


oe 


Ver. 7. Tell me,O thou whom my foul loweth, bowbBore 


thou feedeft*, and where : thou nee thy gs 
to reft at noon:— 


When fins and fuff’ pee en my eich 
And both deprefs me fo, 

My Lord alone.can. give relief ; 
To him I therefore go. 


O thou the darling of my heart, 
My foul’s beloved One, _. 

Who Ifra’l’s kindly fhepherd art, 
Thy paths to me make known. 


O thew me where thy flocks are fed; -/1 
Where doft thou.caufe.them eat; 

And where thou giv’ft ’em reft and thade 
At noon, from {corching heat, 


The pafture’s fat, the fhelter vatt, 

_ That does thy ‘thee inclofe; 

Fain-would I'feed in their repaft, 
And reft in their fepule. 


—For why fbould:-1'be as one that turnetb of de ie 
the flocks of thy companions’? << « 


For why fhould I that am thy bride’ 
Be left to ftarve and ftray, 

Or feem as one that turns afide 
To any crooked way? 


All other loves my foul abhors, 
Thy rivals I.difdain; :.. 8% 


ee * 


- With flocks, of thy: competitors 


Why fhould I wander then? 


I all thy feign’d companions hate, 
They are a bane to me;... 
My foul affects no other mate,. 
No other Lord but thee. _ 


O if lL knew thy fix’d abode, . 2) 

I'd lodge for ever there;. Ss 
Where may I then enjoy my,God? 
_ O tell me, tell me where +. t 


w 


CHRIs@ ’s ilee ns : 
among ‘wo- 


x Ds of the flock, 


men, oo thy way forth byt 
pherds tents. : 


and feed thy kids befide the JB 


O thou my bride, ‘whom I efteem - 
The faireft of thy race, 
However black thy form may feem . = 
While griefs do vail thy grace; 
e fhadow of the rock? 2 
Nor paftures green where I abide 
And feed my little flock ? . 


=a eeoT He word i is here affive.. 


VER: 4;— 12. 


Come follow my directing grace, 
Watch I afford to thee; 

Vil lead, thee to the fweeteft place 
Of fellowfhip with me: |. 


That hence thy feet may never fwerve, 
Nor fall im {nares and wrack; 

The footfteps of the flock obferve, 
And follow thou the track. 


See how they climb the rock in droves;, 
To focial worfhip prone;. 

And forthwith haunt retiring groves; 
To meet with me alone. 


Keep thou the beaten good old path, 
Yet new and living way; ©: 
\ Which all my faints have,trode by faith 
' And prayer night and day. 


Though none of their diflik’d clcapes. 
Mutt be a rule to thee ; 

Yet follow them in all the ieee 
Wherein they follow me. 


And, while my under-thepherds tents” 
Are képt in good : repair; 

“Attend them ftill? for Heav'r® prefents 
My shoiceft daitities there: 


Thefe holy ordinances are: 
The paftures of my grace’ |. 
There feaft thyfelf, nor thence debar' * 
Thy little tender race. 


Bring children, ivarites all il thy Kids 
Along to feed ‘with thee ; je 
Thy Lord all comers welcome bids’ 
“In offers fulland free. : 


Make all within thy charge to 0 haunt 
Thefe goodly tents of mine ; 

For there my feafts‘of love'I grant ') 
To nourifh thee and thine.” 


Thus, that thy feet no more appear | 
With othe¥ flocks to rdam; | 

In thefe my beft*inclofures here - 
Stay, till‘T bring hes (gt 


Ver. 9. I have. _compared thes +, O my le, tod 
company of borfes in Pharaob's chariots. | 


My love, on hom the ftream unfpent 
Of my affection flows, _ 

Mine ears have heard thy heavy plait” 
About thy haughty foes. )2 


But they fhall know to their remorfe, 
' Their war had: better be. -; _~ 
To fight with Pharaoh’s chariot-horfe, we 
*- ‘Then dare to fight’ with thee, Bees 


To that well-harneft ftately rout | 
Jbhagg thy ftrength 'compar‘d, 
y armour round about 


] 


it c guard, HG ¥ fly 
Thou mayigpontemn the! Bithith’d fear 
When brandith’d in the field 5. 


As warlike horfes:laugh at: fear, 
And mock the’ glitr’ ring fhield.:: 

This wing'’d aray more ER damps. 
The foes that thee defyj).» 
Than conqu’ring chariots: theforighir the e-camps 

On thund’ring: wheels’ that fly. 
Weak in thyfelf thou art; ‘bur welt» 
In me refides: thy might: . 
Therefore the pow’rs of earth and hell 
Need never thee naptipe piuaod sei V7 
Vega ci L-. b-oiraad el 
+> Oty. iad ve Tike te, 


~ 


8G 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 


_ Thy naked foul we thought upon | 


We held a council for thy good, 


vn oh The word ufed oe making 1 man at fet, Sax riy 26. 
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Ver. 10. Thy'-cheeks are comely with tows of 


jewels ; thy neck with chains of gold. 

My love, I heard thee alfo mone 
Thy beauty marr’d and fpilt; 

And ftile thyfelf a loathfome one, 4 
Deform'd with fin and guilt. 


But as my blood does counterpoife, 
And all thy guilt difplace ; 

So jewel-graces, golden-joys, 
Do beautify thy face. 


Each virtue, ‘that thy drefs befpeaks, 
Doth thee more richly deck, 

Than rows of gems adorn the cheeks, 
Or chains of gold the neck, 


An order juft thy graces do 
Like ev’nly rows maintain; 
By mutual clofe connexion too 

They’re link’d as in a chain. 


Thou haft thy‘royal Lord to thank, 
That thee a Moor betroth’d; 

And then conform to higheft rank, 
With gold and'jewels cloth’d. 


To make thy cheeks and neck fo fair, 
Mine gave I to the ftroke ; 

My cheeks to them that pluck’d the hair, 
My neck to juftice-block: 


Ver. 11. We will make * 
fiuds of filver. 

Object not, faying, How ‘hall I, 
So weak, fo black a fwain, 

Such beauties in JEHOVAH’s eye 
Or furnifh or maintain? 


For with united pow’r, divine 
We FaTuHER, Son, and Sp’rirt, 

Do ftand engag 'd thee to, refine, 
And make thy form complete. 


Keep thou no finite pow’rs:in ‘view, 
To grace and deck thee'thus;. . . 

Creation-work, both old and new, 
Belongs to none but us, 


We'll make'thee:yet. more srGuns gems 
Of grace, without thine aid, 

To fence.thy robe, like, golden hems, 
With filver ftuds inlaid. : 


Thy growing grace thall thrive and bear 
A perfect crop at length’; 

Yet by no might within thy fohere: , 
But our concurring flrength. | 


Thy gold and filver ornament 
Mutt {trong and lafting prove ; 

For, lo! it is the pow’rful vent 
Of our eternal love. 


Of old the good; the mae TAREE-ONE, 
Did jointly take thy part;;; 5.0» 


thee borders of gold, with 


With pity in‘our' heart: 


Where I, without a fob,’ 
Did choofe a vefture dipt in blood 
To buy thy golden robe. 


The CHurcn’ s. Words. 


Ver. 12. | While the King Sf tteth at his table, my 
Jpikenard Jendeth Sorth the: fmell thereof. 

Lo! Zion’s King aray’d in ftate, 
And love his luring veft, 

Makes ample grace his: royal treat, 
And me nis cay nipemiat ) ett 9 
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When this his fplendid table-head 
Is with his prefence crown’d, 

My graces then like fpikenard {pread 
Their grateful odours round, 


With joyful heart I fmile and fing, 
Each grace doth rife and run,’ 

As languid plants revive and {pring 
In prefence of the fun. 


If he withdraw, they fade and faint, 
Their vigour is reftrain’d ; 

But, by his fweet return; chair {cent 
And favour is regain’d. 


While at his royal feaft he fits, 
Such verdure frefh is giv'n, 
That ev’ry fprig-of grace emits, 

A fragrant fmell.of heav'n. « 


My glad affections leap and dance, - 
When witha fmiling face: 

The King does {pread'and countenance 
The table of his Sai 


Ver. 13. A bundle of myrr. bis my Well-beloved unto 
me ; he fball ly all night betwixt my breafs. 


No wonder that my fpikenard {mells 
So {weetly when he comes ; 

His love, that cafts the fcent, ‘excells 
The choiceft of perfumes. 


Faith) love, and joy begin to ftir, 
And fread their odours high, 

When Jefus, like a bunch of myrrh. 
Does in my:‘bofom ly. 


From this unfolded bundle flies 
His favour all abroad: 

Such complicated fweetnefs lies 
In my incarnate God. 


Abundant virtue here I fee 
To ewry cafe adapt; 
The fulnefs of a'Deity 
Is in the bundle wrapt. 


Yea, in my well-beloved Lord, - 
This plenitude divine 

Is for my ufe and comfort ftor’d ; 
For he himfelf is mine. 


And he has deign’d thus from above 
To thew his glorious charms? 

Vlichold him faft by faith and ores 
As in my folded: arm. 


My heart and bofom, where he refts, 
No other love fhall know; 

There he embrac’d hall ly, while lafts: 
The night of fin‘and wo. 


This {weet repofe thall wear away 
The ihadows of the night, 
Untilthe dawning of the day's 
Of cisterna light.  -yita: 


Ver. 14. My Beloved i 25 unton me as a a clufler he ae 
hire™ in the vineyards of En- pedi,  Eifact 


My beft Belov’d, to whom: the wingsi zr 
Of my afieat ions flee,.:;. Roy 4 

Is fweeter than the. fweerett things 
Of heav’n and earth to me. 


In vineyards fait df En-gedi 
Are camphire cluflers {weet 5 
How infinitely more is:he,: 
In whom Lam,complete! +}, -; 
When fin and wrath: my conftience pany 
He ftandeth formmy. good, » Asi 
A clutter full of tighteoufnets,;.- rh 
And wrath-appeafing blood. » 


* “DIP Corner, the fame ‘word at gubtes ‘an Hoienent or Propitiatin, == 


= 


PARAPHRASEO ON 


CHa. l. 


Still freth in view; 1 may defign 
His dying love tome, : “= 
Like myrrh and.camphire, fweet and fine, 
New bleeding from the tree. 


By faith I eat the clutter preft, ° 
And drink the blood he fpilt: 

Of all love-banquets, here’s the bett, 
Atonement for my guilt. 


To me this bleeding love of his 
Shall ever precious be ; 
Whatever‘he to others is, 
He’s all in all to me. 


Currst’s Word. 
Ver. 15. Behold, thou art fair, my love ; behold, 
thou art fair, thou haft doves eyes. 


What! is thy heart a bed of reft, 
A room referv’d for me?, “ 

Behold, I come to be thy guett, 
And vent my heart to thee! 


My truth that can’t the falfe decoy 
Of flatt’ring lips approve, 
Afferts, to elevate thy joy, 
Thou art my pleafant love. 


Lo, thou art fair! lo, thou art fair! | 
Twice, fair thou art, I fay; 

My righteoufnefs and graces are 
Thy double bright aray. 


Though thou a {potted leopard 
And black thyfelf doft-fee; 

Yet, as a mark of my regard, 
T'll fee no {pot in thee. 


When to a dog of-no avail - 
Thou humbly doft compare, 

And call thyfelf-a mafs of hell, 
Ev’n then I call thee fair. 


But fince thy faith can hardly own 
My beauty, put.on thee; 

Behold! behold! twice be. it Econ 
Thou art all fair to me, 


I fee the beauty of the dove 
Within thy foul that lies ; 
Affections there exactly move» 
Like turtles charming eyes. 


So modeft, humble, pure, and chafte, 
And faithful to their mate; 

On me alone they fix and rett, 
And all a seen hate. 


The CHe red Words, 


Ver. 16. Behold, thou art 4 fin my Beloved; yea, 
pleafant. — pe 


What wonders, Lord, doft thou 
That ftoopeft thus fo low,» 
To put thy beauty on a w : 
_And then commend it fo ¥ he 
What! doft thow praife ai ative black?. 
I blufh to-find:it true: sco! ©) ew o 
O lend me wotds to render’ back 
The praiferto whom ’tis due.: 


Lo! my Beloved, THov, evn THOL, 
vArtinfinitely fairs | 


. coin, 


| . Yea, altogether pleafant 100; 


And {weet beyond compare.. ite ui dower 
All comelinefs divine in thee» 2 scr! 
Mott. glorioutly: does fhine; | 
What beauty thou commends i in. “me, 
Is but the fhade of thine. | 
“+ Col. ii, 10. 


VERS13,—~17. 


Dott thou applaud the little ftream. 
That from thy fulnefsrofe? ..- 

How highly then fhould I efteem 
The fountain whence-it flows! 


How fhall I thee extol, my God? 

_ It fhames me to be mute, 
When thou exalts a loathfom clod 

Warpt in a borrow’d f{uit. 


But who, alas!:can words invent 
To magnify thy grace? 9 
Seraphic pencils cannot paint 
The beauties of thy face. 


May my delighted eye ftill gaze 
On charming pleafures. here; 
And what cannot loudly praife, 

Pll filently admire. 


— Alife our bed is green. 
How can my tongue the favours hide 
That thus my.heart attach! 
For never was a worthlefs bride 
So happy in her match. 


Befides his perfonage fo great, 
His equipage is fine; 

His furniture and bed of ftate 
For fellowfhip divine.. 

When here-his love abroad is fhed, 
My foul, his chearful .gueft, 

Sleeps in his arms, as ina bed 
Of holy joy and reft. 

If wifdom in,a myftery,.... . : 
Will heav’n to hell betroth, 

Th’ enfuing miracle muft be 
One bed to ferve us both. 


What kindnefs,here he does avouch, ) 


No mortal: tongue can. tell: : 
The Heir of heav’n has made a couc 


To hug an heir of hell. 
Lot.this our bed of fweet-folace, 
Green like the verdant field, 

Abundant.fruits of holinefs 
Does by his bleffing yield. 
To deck our-bed.of nuptial loves, 
Buds of the {pring conyeen};..) 


My fertile foul fo pregnant proves, — : 


I'm like:amolive greenoyov 


Fair bloffom’ of indulgent Brace °° 


That fhade the temple round, »~ 
With lively verdure paint the place, 
And fpread the holy grounds, 


Ver. 17. The beams of our, boufe are cedar, and. our 


Piller * of frsbolaiit S09 ese 
Our nuptial-bed in Zion flands, 
Within our royalcourt: 3.5 4. 
For there the, blefling. God:commands, 
There‘is his lov'd tefort......... Stet O 
Our SUSE seman ge HE oct 
The feats of ‘mortabkings, ° ; 


Whofe pompous. courts are nothing elfe 


But fpecious empty. things.. 


Their gaudy grandeur fhrinks away. . 


Within their -with’ring' bow’rs ; 


No gilded houfe of mould'ring clay, . 
Is fure and ftrong likejours,, . ..,, 


The holy cov’nant Heav’n commands, 


With promifes:of note, 


, 


Are beains. which never. rot. 


By which our houfe compacted ftands, : . 


* Or, Galleries, OF OF, Opes. 
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No. cedar-wood from Lebanon, 
Nor fir fo firm endures, 

As thefe our rafters, which his own 
Almighty pow’r fecures. 


Thus ftablith’d, even our lower courts 
Defy the gates of hell; 

For everlafting ftrength fupports 
The dome wherein we dwell. 

In precious cyprefs gall’ries here 
We walk along in ftate; 

Such are the ordinances dear 
Of my imperial mate. 

In thefe {weet manfions of his grace 
I'll walk with great delight, 

Till he prepare a nobler place, 
To walk with him in white. 


CO. AAs y Rigor Ue 
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The mutual Love of Curist and his Church.— 


The Hope and Calling of the Church. — 
Curist’s Care of the Church.—The Church’s 


Profeffion, her faith and hope. 


CHR1s T'S Words. 


UCH tainted.air from Adam’s bow’r 


O’er curfed mankind. blows, 
That no green bed, nor fav’ry flow’r, 
In nature’s defert grows. 


Thou then that fings the verdant bed, 
Adorn’d with flow’rs of grace; 

Come fee the rofe and lily {pread, 
That thus perfumes the place. 


I Jesus, am the fragrant rofe, 
That healing odours yields ; 

And free from common profit grows 
In Sharon’s open fields. 


That all who pleafe may freely come, 
Of lapfed human race, _ | 

And fhare the fanative t perfume — 
That fuits their fickly cafe. 


My bleeding love, fo oft expreft 
To guilty finners, fhows 

A beauty in my bloody veft, 
Beyond the ruddy rofe. 


Should I to comely fhow’rs compare : 


The beauties of my. face, 
Rofes and lilies, red and fair, 
Would ftrive in it for place. 
But what’s my common paint caft o’er 
The bloffoms of the field? 


Though Solomon in all his glore, Ls 


Mutt to their fplendor yield. ~ 
Their comely form but ferves to foil 

The flow’r of flow’rs above, 
Sprung from the hoteft heav’nly foil, 

My Father’s fervent love ; ae 
Who thence the lily did tranflate 

To valleys here below, © 


That virtue from my humbled ftate 


To finful worms might flow; 


'. And that inwales of mifery,. . ... 5 
rs When with’ring comforts fail, 
_.- -The Rofe of heav’n might alfobe 

The lily of the‘valet!D t9¥00! leet tay, 
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Ver. 1. Lam the rofe of. Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 
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Ver. 2. As théhly cinionig the thorns, fois my love a- 


mong % the daughters. . 


While I'the rofe and lily fair- 
Join’d as my title claim, . 

My love, the bride, muft have a thare ; 
Of my enamel’d name. 


Mine image fhe fo harmlefs bears 
Amidft a furious broil; 

She as a lily fair appears 
Evy’n in a thorny foil. 


-+ 


Among the daughters of defpite; > 
The offspring of the earth, 

Her lily-form, fo lovely white, 
Shews her fuperior birth. 


. i toad - 

Befet with briers,, that pierce. and pain, 
Yet precious in my view; 

She pure and harmlefs does remain 
Among the noxious crew. ~» | 


The whole of Satan’s children are 


A field of hurtful thorns, ~ oe ae 


Enrag’d by hell, to fcratch and mar 
The flow’ thatheay’ n adorns. 


But I'll provide in this turmoil 
My lily with a fhield, 

rAnd afterward a. better foil, 
My glorious azure field. 


rr The Cu UR CH’s Words. 


rN ers 
ae Jor 1s my Beloved anne the ee 


My deareft Lord has won my heart 
with his mellifluous* tongue, 
That gives unworthy me a part raPpere?. 


Both in his name and fong. zr (Ov 


He to my need. his names doth fuir, 
As if he could not be, __, 

A rofe and lily of repute, oe 
Without adorning me 


- > 


A FE oth 


His fay’ry titles thus made known, 
In‘fuch endearing ways, 

As warp my name within his own, 
Provoke my heart to praife. — 


Awake, my Gane commend his grace, 


And fing Ela a ais Ca Reet 
Who by fuch app lest ob folace 5 MS + 
Commends himéelf to thee. ake te he Bi 


ye SO Above.the daughters of the earth | ig 
REE ote Does he extol Pe bt eet aeiCis 
: » . Above the fons’o her birth 


I will his aly pro Belaints” - 
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As the apple-tree among the trees of the 


stO71- Yn?" ige. 


ror >be gone od Ww: 3 
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From paradife, whérein he grows, 
He {preads. his branches vatt, vs 
To give fweet fhade for my repote, wo 
Sweet fruit for my repafti 


When fore fatigu’d, I fat by faith 
Beneath his cooling fhade ; . 
Skreen’d from the heat of fcorching wrath, 
My fhelter’d foul was glad. 


The fhadow’of his righteoufnefs, 
The covert of hisblood, —_- 
When confcious guilt and dead opera 
A happy peace conclude. —s_> 


This fhadow fhields me Feathy the five: a 
That ftrikes the dread and awe, — if O ! 

The flaming Heay’n’s incenfed ire 5 
And Sinai’s fiery lawriutibs yiingih th 


Such fhelter this thick thade i ts 
That no temptation : erce, ila 
No feather’d fhafts, nor fiery darts, ol 
Can once the thadow pierce. enti aac 7 
of 


When Chrift my fkreen is interpos’ Sta 
Between the flames and me, ~~ of 
My joyful heart and lips unclos'd) 
Adore the glorious trees 9g ay pe: isa 


No mortal tongue can fpeak the b bli Ma. cen 
That in his fhade is giv’n; 
For then I’m fafe from’ all diftrefs, | et i 
And tafte an early heav’n. ict fit 


The tree doee with immortal food 45 io eas 
My fainting foul folace, 
With fruits the purchafe of his blood, © 
The apples of his grace.” 1 VAIO De 
O here’s the tree of. life, gives. 
The virtue finners n ib at gt 8 ie 
Enlivining fruit, ‘anid | healing-leaves, A 
To raife and cure the dead}. oi 


Pardons, and ‘promifes, and j JOYS; vii ee 
Upon his branches grow ; ke 

Which, bending ‘down, with a 3 
Unlade them felves: below.’ © Lk FST? 


Laden with grace, his fruit he dtops, © 
And fpreads’ my table o’ er, 
To pleafe my afte; and feed my hoped, 
Until I feaft'in ‘glore. ~ Bae 
SVC Isso sie Obie} « St-eM 
Ver. 4. He brought me to the dengue t 
and his banner guer.me was t love. Rold sien , 


Who but my Lord, the living, tree, aa a ee 
My leader alforisy.-: ss tisy vpavil diy a 
That brings men ear to tafte and f (a 
This love and grace of hi een 
~ Becaufe thy fal ihe kindl 
Did nature's pow’r we 
cellars I was brought 
ess his almighty. grace., OF FO; 
Brought from his ga t 
To tafte more joy 4h 
From fipping of 
To bee 1 


ight 194 


SVypet 


Gita ed 


Bars ae. 


This fignal of his grace adorn’'d 
That ftately march oh mine ; 948 si 


Pa Fee 


~ My water into wine. abe Sage ki; 


Love’s conqu ring flag, for war i near, 
Did all my fins fubdue; 

Love led the van, love fenc’d the rear. 
‘Love dath’d the hellifh, crew. AS 


My fainting, heart was. giving ° "ery, 
Till with his enfign. Apread,.. tid + 
My Standard-bearer went. before, 33 
_ And all the furies fled.. ki ga 
Soul, now to. arms; love Ean 5 ie wins; 
~ “This bap r guards my TS aa 
Almighty Lo ve will ae my By ei 
And end che bloody haa se 
Still therefore. to, purfue the chafe, 
rey Till l triumph above;, 
ea Til mind the banquet of his grace, | 
The banner of his love: cel A abe papa eaae 
‘With love b he march: ‘d, ih love he ted 


ny b 
with love he fed, 
wd the 1 feaft! ~ siete ss 


gr sie hs ‘ 
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ryt ! while my mem’ try does. neview.. 
His matchlefs bleeding love, 
My {pirit falls a bleeding too, 
Seales bowels melt and move, 


Oye whofe office i is to. bear 
The veflels of his grace, 
Bring flagons full of comfort here, 
And apples of folace. 


Large veffels fetch, without delay,» i 
With cordials from above: 

Hafte, ere my fpirits f{woon away ; 
I'm fick, I'm fick of love! — 


I’m overcome; I faint, I fail, 

: Till love thall love relieve: | 

oe Mines love divine the wound can heal 
a That pee divine lid give. 

“The agent hriftalonel view, =. 

Though now my foul: that eaehe: br& 
oa n ficknefs.raves of aid from YOu, \., sees 
- That are, a RUE ‘inftruments., Tee 
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“To fay soa fremathvagne Semis 
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When I on fervants call’d in vain, 
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The love, the love that I befpeak, 
Does wonders in my foul: : 
For, when I’m whole, it makes me icky; 
When fick, it makes me whole, . 


More of the joy that makes me faint 
Would give me prefent eafe: . 

If more fhould kill me, I’m content 
To die of thar difeafe, 


Ver. 6. His left-hand is under my head, and his 
right-hand. doth embrace me. 


How foon my fainting foul did ory 
For cordials to be brought, 

So foon my Lord himfelf drew nigh, 
With more than I had schanaok 


I fought wine flagons, but anon. 
The vine drew neartome: = 
I fought but apples in my fwoon, 
And, lo! I found the tree. 


My Lord himfelf with fpeed _ 
Did in his arms of love amain 
Uphold my fainting head. 


My heart’s defire is now obtain’d, 
I have my royal guett, 

And, by his kind embrace fuftain’d, 
Do in his bofom reft.. | 


He does with joys that can’t be fold 
My health and ftrength repair, 
And both his hands about me hold, 

To fhew his tender care.. 


His left-hand for my fupport he 
Beneath my head doth place; 
And for my comfort lendeth me ~ 
His right-hand’s foft embrace. | 


‘His prefence brings a plenteous fhow’r 
Of bleflings from above ; 

For now I’m guarded with his pow’r, 
And girded with his love. 


For my folace ’gainft fin and death 
I feel his heav’nly charms ; 
And for my fafety underneath — 
His everlafting arms. 
Ver. 7. I charge you t, 0 ye had heb of f 6 Gatem, 
by os roes, and by the binds of. the field, that ye 
ftir not up, nor awake my. love Ib till he ees 


‘Immortal love her reft Tega . : = peries 
Does in my bofom take; . vs 
Woe to the fury that ees & 982 469r! 3 


re ory) sayeP apy 
~* z A 


This joyful 1 reft to bees Tot hee eae 
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By all that’s lovely in your eyes, 
I earneftly obteft, 

Since Jefus in my bofom lies, 
Ye may not mar his reft. 


Begone, Sin, Satan, earthly toys, 
Far be ye from my heart; 

Approach not to difturb my joys, 
Nor caufe my Lord depart. 


His fmiles are free, he comes andigoes, 
My happy hour is this: , 

Why fhould ye prove fuch curfed foes 
To interrupt my blifs? 


My glorious Lord now fleeps within 
Miné arms of faith and love ;- 


_Icharge myfelf, my heart, my fin, 


Not once.to ftir nor-move. 


He may as fov'téign countermand 
The fignals of his grace; | 

But never let a finful hand 
Of mine’eclipfe his face. 


Let no deceitful lufts attend, 
To rob me of his charms ; 

Nor curfed unbélief to rend 
My love out of mine.arms. 


I all thé fpawn of hell explode, 
That would his reft annoy; 

O may I never grieve my God, 
Nor fin away my joy. 


Ver. 8. YF The voice of my Beloved! Behold, he'com- 
eth, leaping upon *- the mountains, Ripping upon 
. the bills. 


Sweet was the reft, but fhort is flay, 
Of Jefus my Belov'd ; 

Who lately in my “bofom lay, 
But inftantly remov'd. 


Thus doth my fov’reign Lord declare 
The freedom of his charms, 

By flipping off, amidft my care 
To hold him in mine arms. 

Great hills, alas! now interveen 
Betwixt my Lord and me ; 

His voice unheard, his face unfeen : 

- Stop, ftop;. hear, I fee. 


The voice of my Beloved founds ; © 
iknow the charming lyre; 

No mortal voice fo fweetly wounds 
And ravifhes mine ear. 


I hear the voice, I feel the dart, 
My breath begins. to burn, | ; 
The joyful found revives my heart ~ 

With hopes of his return, 


In’s volume, Lo! Icome, faid. he oe 
And now I fee him move, . 

In folemn triumph towards me, 
On wings of wondrous love. 


. His coming in ‘the fle fb I view, 


Glad Heav'n his march Snead 
And coming in the /pirit too, — 
For, lo! the Dove: defcends. 


Dark thades adieu, bright 1 morning cpu ae 
_ Behold the gilded {phere ! | 


~ IncarnateLove's perfumed wings 


Now cleave the fhady air. 


He over hills and mountains high 
Comes flying on the clouds, |‘ 

In ftately pomp advancing nigh, 
Through all oppofing crouds. 


*-Or, over, 


+ Pfam sl, 7, 
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Of principalities afd pow’rs 
He makes an open fhew ; 
Down, in his march, he throws che tow’rs 
Of hell’s outragious crewe 


He fkips o’er rocks without delay, 
Nor tarries he to climb; ~ » 

For hills and mountains in the ‘way 
Are but a leap to him. 


O’er heaps of fin to run he deigns 5° 
O’er hills of guilt to flee: 

Nor death, nor hell,’ nor wrath reftrains 
His loving march to me, 


Ver. 9. My Beloved is like a rot, or a young hart :— 


When faith itfelf could hardly fee 
What pow’r could ever pave . 
The rocky mountains whereon He © 
Mutt come to feek and fave; 


When manifold obftruétions met, 
My loving Jefs made > 

A ftepping-ftone of ev'ry let’ 
That in his way was laid. 


O’er hills of fin and vales of grief, 

O’er mountains, rocks, and {feas, 
For my falvation and relief 

He runs, he leaps, he flies. 


O’er every Bether, high and low, 
That him and me did part, | 
He marches like the bounding roe, 

Or loving youthful hart. 


‘To manifeft that his delights ~ 


Were with the fons of men, ' 


’ He haftens to reftore their rights, 


And rifle Satan’s den. 


‘No doubt remains of his good-will, 


Whofe f{peedy march does’ prove 
His joyful fondiefs to fulfil 
His purpofes of love. 


” When héinous trefpafles of nine, 
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Make me conclude that he 
Will never any more incline 
Again to vifirme.” 


And yet I fee him hafting near, 
And {miling in my face ; 

How can I but adore, admire, 

_ And magnify his grace! 

—Behold, be fandeth behind our wall ; he looketh 
forth || at the woindloris, sedi £ binfe if Geage 
the latteft. | 


Come; friends, admire how: he renews 


The vifits of his grace, 
And in what various forms hé fhews 
The beautiés of his face. 


His darkeft ways will prove him kind 5 
For, when he hides at all, 


_ He goes not far, ‘but ftands behind | 


Our own partition-wall. 
Though we, alas! do build up’ bight 
The hiding wall of fin: '~ 
Yet he behind it; very nigh, ~ 
Stands ready to come ims 
His feet no reft'can ‘elfewhere take, : 
But fkipping, leaping, move, 


= Till me the refting-place he’ pa 


4 Or ae ‘Toaketh in. ; — 


And centre of his love.. 


a And though, while in this diftane pine, 


This vale of! fin and thrall, © 


= There’ s ftill between me ad leis’ Sate 


ek thick, a Bertolt wall; Sing 
pa re i gor ad 


eas) ee | 


Men. Ba I - 


© And fince thou'rt mine by 


Yet diftance alters not’ his love, *. 
Nor ought abates-his care, = - 

“Which force him through the wall to tHlove, 
And make a window there: > 


That there, as through a hae Wilke 
However dark and dim, - . 

His eye of love to me may pafs, , 
Mine eye of faithtohim. 


Through latteffes that light divide, 
Thro’ glorious gofpel-lines, 

A vail of flefh, a pierced fide, © 
His love, his -beaury fhines.. . 


Thus, like a beauteous flow’r in {pring, 
‘He fhews himfelf in ftate, 

Before the window flourifhing, >: O57 
And Stow ng thro’ the : eae no 4 


Ver. ye My Vie pate, vine Said unto mej R fe 
up, ae love, 1 my far « one, and come a ° 


When my ‘Beloved Jefus nigh. 
Did to my foul appear, . . 
His matchlefs, beauty fe charm'd in mine eye, 
His gracio us -words mine ear. . 


. 1, sas ia 5 beises 
Why, though | the fweeteft fayour Bian 
_ Are in his feltembrace;.. 
_ Yet fureft intercourfe with heav’ ni. 
Is by his word of ‘grace, 


rl therefore fing the words. he fi, 
And his. alluring, ae 
Who me no filent vifit made, _ 
But {pake into. my heart. 


Thy joyful f found. my foul reflor' d- 
And heal’d to that degree, 
Inever will forget, his wor 
ad ss a giuoe ned me. 


ae Aid ere my. renege joys. Bt 


ews BS 


My love! there is. no fpot in thee. 

“ Bot what my grace fhall hide; 

« Thou art, | and. evermore fhalt be, _ 
“ My fair and mely | bride. . 


es23s 


folemn tye, 
“ And I’m fo fond of thee, By 
“ It ill becomes thee to, be thy eee 
_“ And carry ftrange to me. . 


ert 


worth thy fay? | 


> 


“« « Are A pleafures we 
« Fly from their dying arms; . : 

“ Hafte to my bofom, come away, ee 
“ And fhare immortal charms. 


Ver, II. For, os the ‘winter a Teed ther rain is 0» 


~ : “ 
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“ Tempeftuous wrath and death is paft, 
“ Stern juttice is appeas'd; ~- 

“ Since I courageous: bore the blaft, 
“ All Heav’n is:fully, pleas’d. 


“ I call thee not to fight and bleed, 
“ But, free of pain and toil, 

“ To follow thy victorious Head, 
“ And gather in the fpoil. 


“ Yea, winter of difertion’s patt, 
“ And rain of trouble o’er, | 

“ While by my prefence now thou haft 
“ An antepaft f of glore. 


Ver. 12. The flowers’ appear om the earth, the time 
of the finging ¢ of birds is come.— 

“ Come, come; for now beloved bride, 
“ By warming beams of grace, 


“ The youthful {pring with flow’ry pride 


“ Looks fmiling in thy face.. 


“ See lapfed nature’s curfed earth, 
“ Nipt with a winter-fall, 


~“ Now bleft with buds of heav’nly birth 


“ And flow’rs around the ball. 


See Adam’s dry and blafted root, 

“ Where briers and thorns were rife, 
“ Now bud and bear unfading fruit 

“ Unto immortal life. 


“ Lo! heav’n appears upon the ground. 
_ Where hell grew up apace; 
While earthly hearts do now abound 
** With heav’ nly flow’rs of grace. 


~ 


¢ 


nn 
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© The fading trees of righteoufnefs 


“ Refume their fruitful life, 
“ While I the branches lop and drefs, 

“ And blefs the pruning knife. © 
“ The prefent time of peaceful {pring 
“ From wintry blufters free; © - = 


_“ Invite the heav’nly birds to fing | 


“ Upon the living tree. 
— And the voice of the turtle \| is beard in our land, 


_“ Lo! now is heard the heavy’ nly Dove, 


yy 


Tee tle tacked Turtle’ S$ voice; } 
“ The joyful found-of grace and love 
“ Makes dr oping hearts Tejoice. . 


: Refounding echoes through the plain 
“ From all my little doves, _ 

‘ That in the valleys mourn amain, . 
“ Melodious mufic proves. . 


nm 


“Their hearts that could nor joy nor seater . 


“ So clofe bound up and pent,, ., one. 


“ Have now upon their Lord’ uel 
~ “A joyful, ‘mournful vent, 


“ As loving friends long: diftant: do. 
“ Moft joyful meet their with, 


* Whofe forrows durin, abfence, now 


“ Diffolving,. bleed afrefh: = ‘ 
<S. ft Aribes. in chearful nlones. 
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“ The figs, though yet unripe for meat, 
“ Appear in green aray: 

“ Young grapes unripe for drink, yet {weet 
“ And fawry fcents convey. 


“ With joy the early fprigs 1 fee, 
“ The young and tender race 

“ And view, with pleafure\in mine eye, 
“ The fmalleft buds of grace. ie 


“ Yea, lo! the well-advanced fpring. 
“ Does in abundance now, | § : ore 
“ Not only flow’rs for pleafure bring, 


eo “ But fruits for profit too. © 


The living vine inceflant does 
“ To ev'ry branch difpentfe, 

“ Moft {weet and odorif’rous juice, 
“ From fteams of hell.to fence. 


* Are ferpents faid to flee the fmell’ 
* Of vines with. fear and dread? 

“ Perfumes of Heav'n’s’true Vine repell 
“ Th’ old ferpent and his feed. 


— Arife, my love, my fair one, and pate away. * 


“ Rife, drooping bride, while {pring fo fweet. 
“In place of winter f{nell, 

* Does thus by various charms invite 
“ Thine eyes, and ears, and fmell. 


“ Pair love, ’tis thee I’m fond to wed; 
“ ’Tis thee I’m loth to want: 

“ Come to thy heav’nly mate, and bid 

epee) th earthly loves avaunt. 


_“ Thy company and love to gain _ 

“ Tam fo ftrongly bent, : 

« Tl fill infift, till T obtain ¥ 
« Thy full and free confent. 


“ Hafte to mine arms; for, didft thou move 
* As I’m to thee inclin’d, 

“ Thy heart would on the wings of love 
“ Outily the hafly wind, 


Ver. 14. 4 O my A ia gine sity oa of the rock, 
in the fecret places of the fiairs, let me fee thy coun- 
tenance, let me hear thy voice ; for fweet is thy 

aca" and thy countenance as comely. 


“ My dove that in be lofty ro rock 

- © Art wont to neftle high,. _ 

“ And to my wounds, when ftorms provoke, 
* As fheltring holes to fly; 


In fecret corners wont to vent 
“ Thy heart tomealone, _ 
“ Kindly to pour thy heavy plaint, | 
“ And make thy humble mone: 


“ O why doft thou that built fo high, 

ie every threat’ning fhock, f 

“ So tim’rous now for fhelter fly 

“ To any lower rock? | 

“ Why, fright day ee neff 
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For {weet’s thy voice of pray’ rand praife, : 
“ Which pleafe me'more to hear, 


2 


-Than ever choice melodious lays 


“ Could charm ‘a mortal ear. 


Thy humbleft mournful notes, ed dove. : 
“ Excel, in my efteem; - Mind 

Their higheft ftrains: that’ artful rove: 

“ In orat’ry divine? tis i to 5 ee Study 

Thy countenance is ‘allo fair ci 

“ And comely in mine eyes; ” id 


“ Though earthly minds*with fcornful air 
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© No little foxes fparés 9 


“ Thy heav’nly mein defpife. 9 


For, while my righteoufnefs: ae: 

“Ts ftill thy. robe renown'd, ©) 9° 9!) | 

My graces:in thy count’nance meet,» =~ 
“ And caft their luftre round. rong bal : 


Ver. 1 a Take | us the foxes, the.litile, foxes | that. Spoil 


the vines ; % Sor our vines: ‘have tender 3 Srapes.. f 


But fince my bride’s a dim'rous dove, Z 

“ Soon fcarr’d and fet aftray; re Yee IVS | 
ett . 

Care mutt be taken_ TE Tene! OT PH 

“ The fright’ning beats of tooth 


Of hurtful foes a hellith brood — 

“ Againft her peace’ combines ; 
As in a vineyard foxes tude: 
“ Infeft the feeble vines. 


Let all concern’d in her aad me \— ae 
“ Soon, at our inftance,feize 5 
The foxes great and {mall they fee Mt 
“ That fpoil the rifing’ niece Sse 


pao ye 


TPs Se 
© t “ to 
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Ye minifters of my affairs, 
“ My vineyard who attend, _ OLR 

I charge you guard againtt the fares» . 
“ That do the vines offend. LL ge TSC: 


All erring iene 
“ Deceitful workers check; ©" Hy 
All falfe apoftles take: and 2 Die” 
“ Refute, repel, reject.” Lat 


No cunning {poilers ‘flighty maiky 


ety s WB 


For thefe no fmall déeftruction Won: : 
“ No little mifchief ire ee yee at 


A little fox foon fpoils and rents _ . 


““ Small branches to’ the ftump = 


A little leaven foon ferments — 
“ And leavens all the lump. ° 


Our vines have {mall and ‘erider grapes? 
“ And if the ftrong, the big, sGtt: eh. 
With oS ts sa hurt’ ates oF 


Ee | = 3 
if +t 


catcl 
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; lutte; that hatch 
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Lo! Iam his, and he is mine; 
Our titles are involv’d 
By myftic union, fo divine. 
As cannot be diflolv’d.: 
Our mutual int’reft firm abides, 
And will endure for ay ; 
Hence, though behind the fhades he hides, 
Heis not faraway. © 


VER. 14,—17. SONG 


Though heav’n the nobleft bangucet yields, 
Among his flow’rs above; ae | 
Yet here amidft his lily-fields 
He keeps his featfts of love. 


‘Mong faints whofe robes.are lily-white, 
By wafhing in his blood, 

To grace the feaft is his delight, 
‘His meat, and drink, and food. 


With loving care his flocks he feeds 
Upon the fateft place, . 
Among the faireft lily-beds, 
The paftures of his grace. 


‘By faith I wait my proper fhare, 
When nought by fenfe I fee; 
And argue from‘his paft’ral care 

His loving mind to me. 


Ver. 17. * Until the. day break}, and the fhadows 
flee away.— | 


Among the lilies here below 
_ My Lord will feed ‘and ftay, 
Until eternal. day fhall blow - . 
Time’s fhady night away: 
Still therefore rays of joy remain, 
Tho’ dampt with clouds‘of fear; 
Until he cleave the ftarry plain, 
And on the clouds appear. 


Did faints of old, when wrapt in night, 
Believing, hope to fee : 

Incarnate-Love’s fubftantial light ." 
Make legal fhadows fice? 


‘Tis done; and now the brighter. fkie 
Makes gofpel-grace the pawn; - 

That all remaining {hades fhall-die 
And‘fink in glory’s dawn. mee 

Her fiery wheels, with fpeedy flight, . 
Shall‘o’er the fhades be ‘hurl’d; 

' And deluges of dawning light 
O’erfpread the dufky world. 

Let there be light, once more he’ll fay. 
Who firft did gild the ball: a 

Then up, fhall rife the endlefs day, © 
And down the fhadows fall. 


‘Darknefs, the charge, no more to be, 
Shall hear, and foon obey; 
And clouds of fin and forrow flee 
~ Before the ring day. 2797 
The long dark nights.that keep the field 
And domineer’d with might, 
Shall then refign their place, and yield 
To everlafting light.” meee 
Evn ordinances {weet fhall pafs, 
‘Which darkly fhew him here; — 

Yor then he'll break the looking-glafs, 
And face to face appear, 
Welcome, the great, the glorious ftore; © 

Adieu, fweet, litle pawns: | 
I'll doubt, and fear, and fin no more, 
When glory’s morning'dawns. * 
WO: Eas. (Lig et SPAN eae 


+ Heb. Breathe, or blaw, ~ 


8 I 
* Thefe words are applicable either fo the, preceding or following. 
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Turn t, my Beloved, and be thou like a roe, or a 
joung bart upon the mountains of Bether ||. 


Kind Lord, till this bright morn appear 
‘To my eternal -blifs ;,. ; 

Tull dufky fhadows all retire 
And work no more diftrefs: 


Turn, till this glorious break of day; 
O turn. tome thy face; - 

While in the fhady vale I flay, 
Deny me not thy. grace. 


While circling woes deprefs ‘my foul 
To various darkfom.urns: 

Let circling mercies round, me roll, 
By various kind returns, ~ 


O’er hills of fin, and guilt) and wo, 
That place us far apart, 

Come marching like the bounding roe, . 
Or loving youthful hart. 


O’er mountains ro their mates they move, 
They ikip, they leap; they flee; 
With equal"eafe, and {peed, and love 

Haite o’er the. hills to me. 


Though juftly thou retire and hide; 
Thy favours ftand unmoy’d: 

I'll therefore own I.am thy bride, 
And thou.art. my Belov’d, 


Hence fhall dividing hills and rents 
Between my foul and thee, 

Be to my faith but arguments 
To hafte thy march to me. 


Let mighty hills, o’er much to go 
Defies my feeble limbs, 

Enhanfe the glory of the roe 
That rocks and mountains climbs. 


Difficulties fo huge to, me 
I never can remove, 

Be but occafions: fair to thee 
To fhew thine aétive love. 


Let rifing mountains hafte the view 
Of all-furmounting might: 

And ewning fhades, the falling dew 
Of love, till morning light. ; 


>] ™~ 
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. The Church’s Fight and Victory in Tempta- 


tion.—She glorieth in Cu ris Tt. 


The CHURCH’S Words: 


Ver. 1. By:mght.on my bed I fought him whom my 
Soul loveth: I fought him; but I found him not. 


WV HEN fhadows dark,andmountains high, 
With ftern united might, . 
Confpir’d.to-hide him from. mine eye 
- Whofe abfence is my night; — | 
Upon my drowfy bed. alone, 
Amidft my flumbers toft, | 
I fought him; but my flothful mone 
And. lazy labour loft. . | 


~ Love acting fuch a languid part, 


I felt a ftrange difeafe; 


An abfent.Lord, a carelefs heart, 


And reft without releafe. . 
Juftly the darling of my foul, 
Still rolling-in my mind, . 
Did my dull {uit again controul: . 
I fought; but could not find, = 


t Viz. Asin acrewit. 
‘| That's, of divifion, or feparation. ~ 
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ve 


678 


Ver. 2, F will rife now, and go about the city, in the 


Jireets, and in the broad ways I will feek him whom 
my foul loveth: I Sought him; but I found him not. 


Since my Beloved won’t be found. 
In fuch a fleepy road, 

Pll roufe, and rife, and go around 
The city of my Geduct 


More life and vigour than before, 
Through grace, ft will difplay ; 
And in my fearch frequent no more 

This lazy, formal way. 


But, fhaking off my drowfy chains, . 
About his courts I'll move, . 
With more activity and pains, 
To feek my deareft Love. 


'll ev'ry fecret corner trace,” 
And fearch the public ftreet, » 

The ordinances of his grace, . 
Till I my Saviour meet. 


In mere refolves I did not fift, 
But fought him here and there; 

Yet, ah!.the God of Jacob mitt, 
Ev’n in the houfe of pray’r. 


So much did former lazinefs’ 
To prefent lofs rebound, 

That in the moft devout addrefs 
He was not. to be found: 


Ver. 3. The watchmen that go about the city found 
me: to whom f faid, Saw ye him whom my 
foul loved. 


Then was I (while I roam’d abroad} 
By faithful watchmen found, 

Who in the city of their God 
Perform’d their painful round. 


To whom I cry’d, with great refpect, 
“ Ye pilots of the blind, 

“ Can ye my wand'ring fteps. direct 
‘““ My deareft love to find? 


“ IT hope, ye who with heav’nly art 
“ Still tread the holy ground, 

“ Well know the darling of my heart, 
“‘ And where he may be found. 


“ When my Belov'd is hid from you, » 
"What paths, what means of grace; 

“ What courfe do ye yourfélves purfue 
“ To fee his lovely face? 


“i Tell: me, ye watchmen of the night, 

« ay-I-pray you, tell me where 
po “Did ye efpy my foul’s delight? 

“ That I may feck him there. — 


cer ttc: 2¢ 


0 Pes - tars, if ye ee be 


My j prefent pla 1 
Bee! were but dry an 
While was 
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Ver. 4. It was but a little that I paffed from shen, 
but I found him whom my foul loveth:— 


When public ordinances fail’d 
In eafing my complaints; . 

When little to my help avail’ d, nar 
Or minifters or faints: 5 


_ When means and duties could not das 


Though ufeful in their place, 
As open inns; and precious too, 
As {weet canals of grace: 


Yet, proving as to fuceefs weak, 
Beyond them all I paft, 

A little futher ftep to make, 
And found my Loveattaft. «+ “ 


When outward conduit-pipes could vent 
No drop to help my need, | (ve 
The little ftep 1 further went 


Lité 
Was to the fountain-head. #40) Wy if 


= hs =: 


‘For paffin g through the brittle reeds, oi 


And but a little fpace; 
And looking o’er the fervants heads, 
I faw the Mafter’s face. 


My truft in means did from them ‘ae, 
A higher rock to climb; 


But through them, as the looking-glafs, 


I fixt mine eyes on him. 


- How foon through gofpel telefcopes. 


Faith did his glory fpy; 
Difmiffing all inferior hopes, 
My heart purfu’d mine eye. 


I found my foul’s beloved chafe, 
In all his pleafing charms; jr 
Then joyful flew to | his embrace, ¥'C 
And grafp’ d him in m mine arms. 


—I held him *« and would not let him go,—~ 


His prefence, which by faith and prayer, 
I fought fo much to gain; _ : 

Now, when enjoy’d, with equal care : 
2. labour’ d to retain. | , 


I wept for joy to fee his face; 
And, like a kindly bride, 

Inclos’d him faft in mine embrace, 
And preft him to abide. 


His prefence did fuch blifs imply, 
His abfence fuch a bane; _ 
I now refolv'd. that he and. 


Should never part again. siege = 
I faw his {miling g face, where ftc od, ae 
oS Re 


ng NC Ow on Ja Jacob’s road, 
Did « fervour {how ; 
re t and wreftled with my | 


_ And v would DO let him 


See oe 
. ‘sd : ‘, ; y f - 


re 
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Was born 
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and into the chambers of her that conceived me. 


While fuch a banquet I enjoy’d, 

_ Such pow’r ‘with God in pray’r, 

My court and moyen + I employ’d 
That others too might fhare. 


Rememb'ring, while I fuck’d the comb, 
My ftarving friends in jail ; 

I brought him to my mother’s ae 
His largefles to deal; 


That all my relatives might tafte 

_ My prefent wondrous blifs, 

Who faint with famine in the waftc 
% » And howling wildernefs.. 


~ With ardent zeal befoughit I him, ri 
a To let his bleffing fall i & 
-myftical | Wrilend: 
The mother of us all. - 


Tis: writ in Zion’s nae 

This man and that man there 

again t; and there fy. foul 

Firft drew the vital air ir. 
<I therefore beg’ d, her. omipeee ana, 
~ Might have with peaceful days, 
The pleafure of his company __ 

In his approved ways. 


fils prefence to her houfe I fought, 
Its ruins torepair; 

To ftrengthen what his hands had wrought, 
And thew his glory rece, = 


yi pray’d him to my native home, 
As his belov’d refort;. 

Nor did my Lord refufe to come 
And grace his facred court. 


panes he fill’d oft tot the brim 

y cup of joy; and there . 

His love to me, and mine to him, 
Did mutual tokens fhare. — 


I found, to my experience glad, 
That, in the wreftling way, 
~The God of Jacob never cee 


_ The: satel Je J acob, Lae ; 
Ver. ae charge : Voi, 0 ye Biber of Ferufalem, 


* a by the roes, and by the hinds of the field; that ye 
fiir mot up nor awake my love till be pleafe™. 


My Lord does now his joyful ret ee 
In Zion’s bofom take; 
Wo to the fin, th’ .unwelcome § guelt, ne 
_ This fweet repofe fhall bredie SEPM SAS FSO Ve 
e daughters of Je pale, : = ee ess 
him profefs, Qo ee 


S$ ON G OF 
 —Until I bad brought him inta my mother’s houfe, 


: With favry graces, odours meet > =a 


No ‘precious powders Aoi afarpr i 


- Like thefe her. grateful | SHONTS, alegs qe. aS 


SOLOMON. 


If they their pleafing eit aad 
All undifturb’d enjoy ; 

Shan’t we our deareft darling hold | 
And hug without annoy? 
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Ye then that of my mother’s houfe 
The foris and daughters are, 

Be careful, while he ftays with us, 
Left ye the pleafure mar. 


While he vouchfafes to be our guett, 
And grace our public inn, 

Let none of us difturb his reft, 
By Heav’n-provoking fin. 


Jn love he comes and goes, and fo 
‘May leave his holy “hill: 

But woe to us if off he go 
In wrath, againft his will. 


His will and pleafure is a law, 
To which we muft fubmit: 

But never tempt him to withdraw, 
Until he judge it fit. 


The COMPANIONS Words, > 


Ver. 6. | Who is this || that. cometh out of the wilder- 
ne/s like pillars of fi nokia with myrrh and 
Jraniggeeys and all powders of the merchant ? 


What bride’ is this, in bright aray, 
With precious bleflings ftor’d, 

That gives us folemn charge to pay 
Such homage to her Lord? 


Up from the defart fee her move, 
And climb the azure {kies ; 

As from the glowing altar’s ftove 
The {moaky pillars rife. 


Her heart inflam’d with holy fire 
In the devouteft mode, 

Adventures boldly to afpire 
Unto the throne of God. 


As tow’ring fmoke in air ferene, 
With ftately rifing heads, .—s 

Majeftic mounts above the SHIP 
In lofty pyramids : &. 


See how her warm’d affections tow’ r, 
And, with a heav’nly air, 

Contempt.on earthly glory pour, = 
As-worthlefs of her care. - | ; 


Perfum’'d with myrrh and incenfe fweet, _ ee 


She fmells like fow'ry fpring, Si 


- To entertain her King. 


Of which the merchant boafts,  —. 


_ Brought from IMMANUEL’ s coafts. 3 | 
rous are the charms we {py; ise 

the’broider’d robe; __ 
zLin: ; fplendor blinds our eye, 
b blazes oer the : globe. 
fait eat Ms Soe 
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Whom Solomon the opulent 1 
Did typify and fhade. 


Come, fee his equipage prepar’d, 
And enfigns of renown ; 

His ftately bed, his royal suard 
His chariot, ‘and his crown. 


His bed of ftate in Zion ftands, 
Within the royal court ; 

¥or there the bleffing Heav'n commands, 
There is his lov’d refort. 


There, ftill remains, as prophets vouch, 
And holy fcriptures tell, ve 
The Heir of heav’n’s embroider'd couch 
For hugging heirs of hell. | 
This is my reft, bere will I flay, 
In facred lines he faid {, — 
And, till he can his word unfay, 
He'll never change his bed. 


'Tis here, with pleafure unexpreft, 
Our mutual loves combine, 
On eafy downs of holy reft, 
And fellowfhip divine. 


The furniture and coft immenfe 
About the bed may clear, 

An infinitely greater Prince 
Than Solomon is here. 


—Threefcore valiant men are about it, of the valiant 
of Yrael. Ver. 8. They all held fwords, beng 
expert in war: every man hath his fword upon 


bis thigh, sitaal of fear in the nght. 


Behold the royal guard, to fence 
His bed on ev’ry fide ; 
To thew the fplendor of the Prince, 
The fafety of the bride. 


A num’rous hoft of nobler knights 
Than Solomon’s brigade 

Of fixty valiant Ifraelites — 
Around his iv’ry bed. 

For, lo! the refting-place to guard 
The hofts of God combine ; 

Thoufands of angels all prepar’d, 
And attributes divine. 

_ The loweft rank that rails the hed 
Are watchmen of the night, 

Who ftand as fentries in the fhade, 
Until the morning-light. | 

Of thefe the faithful to their Prince 
No naked foldiers are, 

But arm’d complete for bold erence: 
As mighty fons of war. 


By long experience fkilful grown — 
They in the field command; 

And val’rous for the heav’ ‘nly crown 
They fight with fword in hand. — 


The Spirit’s {word each ready wears 


a 


_ _ Clofe girded by his fide, 


pees. ‘ERS ee of aS to: Poe the f Sag ss 


ee y dread ‘her quiet mar, 
filence fea ae a 


From fallin, Eee 
Its cov’ring 2 rc : ier 
Is purple | ye, the Gedtiet flood, ees 
From aie HY wounded fide. . rae. 


CHAP. 
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Behold the King magnificent, The fentry is almighty wakes, r VYnat— 
Who me fo richly clad; For * fubfidy prepar'd: = 


What fleeping couch of earthly kings 


Can boaft of fuch a guard? 


Amidft night-fhades that fear fuggelt, 
Amidft + menacing harms, _ dat 
They ly fecure, whofe bed of reft 
Is ftrong IMMANUEL’s arms. 


_ Ye that my bright aray defcry, 
See, fee, his guarded bed; 
Where I in eafe and fafety ly, 
Beneath his Sle iegs ENS. 


rr 


Ver. 9. King Solimint silos bimpilf a a obidriot P ae 
the wood of Lebanon. Nerd 10. He made thepil-— 
lars thereof of filver, the bottom thereof of gold, 
the covering of it of purple ; the midf thereof 
bet paved with love for i the aah 3 eru- 
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. 
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Ye that, amaz’d at my afcent, 
Stand gazing to the fky, 
Come fee the engine eminent, 

By whichImountfohigh, 
Lo, here! befide the tefting-place_ EY | : $e 
And bed to lay me. go ata Ae ah ee 
Are flying chariot-wheels of grace ae 
To bear my foulaloft. 


Our Solomon, the Prince of: peace, fers 
The King of Zion’ fam’d, = Zhi g 
For his renown, and my releafe, oe 
A ftately chariot fram’d. 


He who for Pleats, Ha the bec Od oe 
For peace who ere ag 
For folemn pomp and eae “* 


This oaotious! engine rear’d. 5 3 


He, congruous to his old dectee, oe aed 
For fhewing forth his praife, 

A cov’nant firm, of promife: sh ; 
Did like'a chariot raife. = 9 


None fram’d of Leb’non’s fineft wood 
By wifeft engineers, witness 
Could equal this, fo gay, fo Bood, . oa 
And firm to endlefs YE Beads ity avo 2 if 
The pillars thereof, for the ale . 

-And fupport of the weak, 
Are precious filver. promifes, 
That will nor bow nor ee 


i 
Its bottom is a ground- -work fur 


Of pure and folid gold, 
From bankrufg ae ie 
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Ver. 11. Go forth, O daughters of Zion, and behold 


king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mo- 
ther crowned him in the day of his efpoufals, and 
in the day of the gladnefs of his heart. 


VER. 11. 


King Jefus’ royalties each one, 
O Zion's daughters, fee ; 

The bed, the guard, the couch, the crown 
Prefented to your eye. 


Behold my King, you'll ftrange the lefs 
To fee my bright aray 5s 0 

"Tis fit | now appear in drefs, 
His coronation-day. 


, Go forth in heart, from earthly toys, 
From felf, that airy: thing ; 

From finful pleafures, dying joys, 
And fee the living King. 


To him whom mother Zion’ bore, . 
The crown does: appertain ; 

His father to his mother fwore, 
That Solomon fhould reign. 


Behold the King, with wonder. -deep, 
Whofe glory cannot fade,».: 

Jefus through Solomon the type, 
The fubftance through the fhade. 


» Come fee, believe, admire, adore, 
~~ Heav’n glad’ning® homage pay; 

To match his mother’sicrown he wore 
Upon his nuptial day. 


The day wherein he bleft the earth, 

_ And won his bride apart, 

When fhe him met with holy mirth, 
And he rejoic’d in heart. ~~ 


The faints, who do his image bear, 
Proclaim the high renown 

Of Zion’s King; who deigns to wear 
Their praifes as his crown. 


They, aét the fond * maternal part, 
In joint applauding bands; : 
The heawnly babe, form’d in their heart, 
Is crown’d with ‘both their hands. 


His wedding and his crowning. day 
‘The pompous joys unite ; 

To pourtray him the lovely -way- 
Where grace and grandeur meet. 


Once bound unto the altar’s horns ~~ 
A victim for our’ dues, 

His head: was crown’d with cruel thorns” ? 
By’s mother-church the Jews. 


But pleafure now his-pains repay, 
And pomp that fuits him well, 

His Father’s crown, with fov’reign fway- 
O’er Reavy: n, and earth, and hell. 


C. oe A Pe 1View 


CuRIisT fetteth forth the Graves of the Charch, 


— He fheweth his Love to her. —The Church — 


prayeth t to be made fit for his Prelence. oT 


(Gurist’s Words, 


Vers ti Behold, thon ant fair, my love ; behold, thou 
art fair; thou haft doves eyes within ‘thy. eck: 
thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear ee 


meni Geng css 501 RSvmgst HOY oysi 7) 


N ¥ Love, who f fligh ghitin: y dtd fame, 


Doft human state efchew, “0 °° 
_ From zeal to magnify my n OG the gtuon 


», And.give to me-my due: _ 
Vv ou. IL. 
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* 
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# oti ‘and motherly, - vi 


SONG "OE SOLOMON aa 


Thy name no detriment fuftains 
By travail mine to raife ; 

For, lo! I now return thy pains, 
By crowning thee with praife. 


My truth, that can’t the falfe decoy 
Of flattering lips approv G 
Afferts, to animate thy joy, 


7 Thou art my fporlefs love. 


Lo! thou art fair; lo! thou art fair! 
Twice fair thou art, I fay ; 

My righteoufnefs and graces are 
Thy double bright aray. 


Though thou a {potted leopard, 
And black thyfelf doft ftile; 


-Yet, as a mark, of my regard, 


I count thee free of guile. 


When to a dog, a mite, a gnat, 
Thou doft thyfelf compare, 

And call thyfelf a hellith brat ; 
Ev’n then I call thee fair. 


Thy trembling faith will {car cely own 
My comelinefs on thee; 

Behold, behold!’ twice be it known, 
Thou art all fair in me! 


I fee: the beauties of the dove 
Thee decks without difguife; 

For there devout affections move, 
Like turtles charming eyes. 


So modeft, humble, pure, and chatfte, 
So faithful to their mate ; 

On me alone they fix and reft, 
And all my rivals hate. 


Thy beauteous eyes, vail’d with thy locks, 
Shew wife fobriety : 

And heav’nly beauties fineft ftrokes, 
From oftentation free. 


Gay, like a comely flock of goats 
On Gilead’s ftately hight, 

Is thine adorning hair, that notes 
Thy gefture fhining bright. 


No.artful curls, no pamper’d hair, 
The pride of mortal clay, 

Can parallel the heavnly air 
Of thy well-order’d way. 


Ver. 2. Thy teeth are like a flock of /heep that are 
even fhorn, which came up from the wafhmg ; 
whereof every one bear twins, ond none is barren 
among them. 


The world, ftruck with thy béduty; may 
Believe thy pafture good, 

Did they thy grinders white furvey 
That champ the: heav’nly food. 


Thy teeth, the: bread of life that cull, 
And ‘eager eat my fleth, 

Are atts of faith, in number full, 
In nature fair and freth. 


Thy prietts, the living bread. who break, 
And nurfe the babes new-born; 

When by an equal law they act 
Like evenly. teeth adorn. 


None does his fellow. over-grow, 
Wry'd from: his proper places. 
But all, as equalgrinders, fhow 

Due pains to feed thy race. 


They hold a comely: paritie, 
Nor orderlefs moleft;:.. 
As proud o ‘ertopping teeth. would: het 
Like ats Eee over Ba: reft. 
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Thine aétive zeal, yet mild doth keep 
A juft equality; - 

Like ev’nly rounded flocks of fheep, 
New patt the fhearer’s eye. 


Thy purity exceeds their fleece 
Wath’d in the cryftal flood ; 

Thy fruits of holinefs and peace 
Outvie their num’rous brood, _ 


There does not in the flock appear 
One fruitlefs barren womb: 

But all by twins their product bear, 
And lead them bleeting home. 


Ver. 3. Thy lips are like a threed of fcarlet, and 


thy [pcech is comely: thy temples are like a piece 
of a pomegranate within thy locks. 


I view'd thy beauteous moving lips, 
Inftructing Salem's race, 

And dropping pureft nectar t fips, 
In fav’ry words of grace. 


Thence facred pray’rs and praife proceed, 
So grateful unto God ; 

Thy lips are like a fcarlet threed 
Dy’d with atoning blood. 


Thefe balmy lips, with pleafing voice, 
Shrill in devotion’s path, 

Salute mine ears with fecret joys: 
And fpread a fragrant breath. 


Thy {peech, in praife, to my renown ;, 
And pray’r for blifs from me; 

In focial words, to make me known ; 
Shews grace with gravity.. 


Hence granat-like, thy temples. fair, 
Vail’d in thy locks appear; 

While ruddy blufhes deck thy pray’r, 
When none but God can hear. : 


From men thou ‘hid’ft thy rofy checks, 
Which fhame for fin doth flufh;;. 

Yet, fpite of mafks, thy mein detects 
Thy beauteous holy bluth. - 


Ver. 4. Thy neck is like the titer f David, builded 
for an armoury, whereon there hang a thoufand 
bucklers, all fhields of mighty men. 


Befides thy coral lips and cheeks, 
Thy tow’ring iv'ry neck, _ 

‘Fram’ d like : a heav’nly ftraéture, {peaks 
“Wifdom its architect. 


This neck of precious faith excells 
King David's ftately towr; 

It holds the glorious Head, ‘and dwells 
Upon the rock of pow. . 


« 


for an arm’ry built — 

OF wal ‘weapons bright, |: .<ss93 

Where hung a thoufand bucklers gilt, 6 
ae pee iofaneniot sarge Sey ays 


eg PARAPHRASE ON cor 


For Zion is my. chofen feat, ce 


Faith joining her almighty King, ae 
Safe, fpite of fears, can dwell; gt 

And viewing death, without a fine 
Defy Nee gates. of | Ea 


Ver E Thy two breafts are heh two young. roes 1 that 
are twins, which feed « among the hies*, 


Thy breafts of love refemble roes 

Both young delightful twins: ~ ef 
In thee fuch equal ardour glows, 

For God, and ’gainft thy fins. a} 


Thou op’neft frank a twofold breaft, 

Two teft’ments, and two feals; ef 
Which to thy children yield a feat 

Of milk for daily meals. ba is q 
Thine equal breatts delightful an 

With milk of fweet folace sili 0 ry 
In juft proportion to the need 

Of all the babes of grace. a eh 
Among my flocks, the lilie-fields, 

Where I with pleafure feaft, 
Thy wholefome converfation yields One” 

Sweet food with ppee breaft. Bg) 


4 - 
3533 Bios 


Ver. 6. Until fhe das bros te tid the se ane 
away, I will get me up to the dias > dangle 
and to the hill of Srankincenfes if Hoisin © 

I heard thy former warm requeft, ee : 
To hafte the fhades away; RP 

Or, during night, abide thy hae 
Until the break of day. es aeeg ogee 


Thy pray’r fill, in m mind, Le - T3dT 


As then I bent my. lif *r ing ears,. 
So now I grant thy Ae ero: 


In Zion mount my feet. fhall fs yl 
And there Ill lod f° with thee, Pea ie 

Until the dawn fe) glory’s day, Ege oat 
That fhades. of forrow flee, | ie ean 


OI. oF 
There will I {mell the favour fweet a 
Of active grace and prayer; — 


I'll reft for ever there. a 23 ati | 


ied ¥t 


No ine fo. much ieiphs he HH sie 
en oe ing ther 


The a po cer ill lof myrrh, 
My grace fhall ftill am : 


3 Nor thence will I decamp or fir, 


saad 3 ay 


gan’ glory’s s spel berr ye Sy fs ee 


aT Gatet - 


. ye 
Seed eS 
“ LPeee 


SUBBED 5 bd as)! on 


t Ver. Bett 
‘Whole jutify'd, apapecteds drefs ; 


yer 


* 
~ 


‘ErEe 


ee 


* Faith’ s object, things unfeen, 


— ; ills | me ie 
‘And under gandy pl 


“Nor } ‘ice, nor the law 
_ Can in thy robe of righteoufnefs _ 
Difcern the fmalleft flaw. 


‘Yea, fanctify’d in ev'ry part, 
- Thow’rt perfect in defign: 
And! judge thee by what thou art 
In thy intent and mine. | 


Fair love, by grace complete i in me, 
Beyond all beauteous brides ; 

_ Each {pot that ever fullied ales 
My enpe vefture hides, Szhy!! 


Ver. 8. € ‘Cone + with me Pon Labalas, my fpoufe ; 


with me from Lebanon: look k from the top of Amana, 
from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the tions 
ial from the mountains of the leopards. 


we cone aid T thee betroth ? ee 


And get thy heart and hand? 


I urge thee by thy marriage- -oath 


Regard my kind command: vie 


Come, ‘come w vith ‘me ¢ from Lebanon, ; 
‘This mount of 1 vanity: 
unknown, 

More fuit pthy high degree. : 


Con 1¢ from this world’s s bewitching heights ; 
as new-born foul forget i 
_ The pompous fopp’ Ties, gay delights, 
Toys of thy native ftate. 


Are mortal pleafures worth thy ftay, 
Or dying fhades and toys, | 
Pxieen I invite thy heart away 
To fhare immortal joys? © 


By faith look from Amana’s top, 
From. Shenir, Hermon fair; 

« Thence’ over Ji ordan look with hope, "s 
“Where Zion’s ‘glories | .. ee 


Let me elon poffefs thy heart, : 
Leave ev'ry lion’s den; : 

From thefe wild leopard- hills ah 
a cage of furious: men. 


C oys are Srepregh es 
- vexi 


Some ghaitly fair rous fae. ie OE 
Let bide moles, in. earthen. hil me es 


Their m ’ring ftore’ yurfue, 
And lick the ate that = i - fill a : 
Bid thou mole-hills, adieu. is Pee 
$2 Mae 2 tobias: S x 


[ll thee to higher. lie exalt, — 2 es 
_ For ever with the Lord: 
thou mutt; and. come thou fale, 

hy drawing. a 


é. 


Brat 
sii 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 


683 


Thou haft, my Father beitig thine, 
In’s love a filial parts 1 
And I’m, (thou hatft fo much of mine,) 
Scarce mafter of my heart, : 


To thee I bear a love intenfe, 
Ev’n to the laft degree: - 

Thou, in effect, by violence 
Haft rapt my heart from me. 


Of all created beauties brave 


F’er fafhion’d by my hand,” 
None like thy comely graces have 
My heart at fuch command. 


One glance of thy believing eye, 


One chain of thy fair neck, 
Part of thy form has ravifh’d me; 
How mutt the whole affect! 


Thy pow’rful faith and love detains 
My heart trapt, yet enlarg’d,”’ 

With ftrong delights and pleafing chains, 
I’m conquer’d and o’er-charg’d. ? 


Ver. 10. How fair is thy love, my fy ier, my fpoufe ! 
how much better 1s thy love than wine! and-the 
fi mell of thy omtments, than all Spices ! 

Dear relative, thou in whofe veins 
My blood and {pirit run, 

Bound to my heart by various chains, 

Pil in-thy praife go on. 


How fair! how grateful unto me 
Are all thy fruits of love! 

Thy love beyond compare I fee, 
And with my. heart approve. 


_ My love divine was in thine eye 


Preferr’d to richeft wine; 
And, not to be behind with thee, 
rll {peak the praife of thine. 


Thy love excells the choiceft .wine 
That chears man’s heart apace; 
For, lo! this fervent grace of thine 

Can God’s own, heart folace: 


No wine of off rings once, -pour'’d out 
Did fuch acceptance win, . 

As does thy fhining life without, 
From burning love within. 


All graces fweet thy love attend, 
By me acceptance find, 

And forth their fragrant. odours fend, 
Like oil of pureft kind. 


The holy unction pour’d on thee te a : 


Yields to my heart a feaft, » i 
And fmells more},redolent tome 
Than {pices: of the eaft. eos a 


As ftreams into: ‘the foam re low, 
To me is: thy. recour 
I call thee. fair, who made t 


ao 


ee love's of wo. af aes ‘ 
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Drops from my lips diftill’d, with eafe, 
To faints more {weetnefs yield, 

Than hony-combs which bufy bees 
Suck from the flow’ry field. 


Both Canaan’s bletfiings glide below 
Thy fweet inftructive tongue: 

For thence do milk and honey flow, 
To feed and featt thy young. 


Thy heart ftill with thy tongue agrees, 
To fill the flowing tide, 

And fhew thou art, without difguife, 
My fair and fer tile bride. 


Such is thy wonted holy ftrain, 
Refrefhing pleafures load, 

Thy language in difcourfe with. men, 
And duty towards God. 


Cloth’d with my righteoufnefs, thy fmell 
Is like a field of blifs: 

And hath with this, to deck thee “ai 
A robe of fav’ry grace. 


Hence ftill abroad thy favour flies 
-In works and practice fair, 

Which Lebanon’s perfumes outvies, 
That fcents the circling air. 


As there, fweet-{melling trees and flow’rs 
Did, fann’d with gales, abound; 

Thy gofpel- -walk fweet odours pours 
To God and man around. 


Ver. 12. A garden inelofed 1s my Sifter; my fpoufe: a 
Spring fhut up, a fountain fealed. 


My bride’s a garden of folace, 
Where fruits and flow’rs abound ; 

A facred fpot, inclos’d by grace, 
Well fenc’d and wall’d around. ° 


From common earth fequeftrate quite, 
Referved for my ufe; 

Preferved alfo by my might, 
From vilence and abufe. 


A fpring, diffufing cryftal ftreams, 
Does ’midft the garden fwell; 

Shut up from fultry hurtful beams, 
And feet would taint the well. 


A fountain feal’d for fecrecy, 
T’ enhance the worth unfeen: 
For fhelter and fecurity, 
To keep it pure and clean. * 


My privy-feal was ftamp’d thereon, 
That blifs which Heav’n commands 
Abroad from thence in rills may run, ~~ 
And ftreams o’erdiftant lands. ° | 


As me the Father feal’d to fpread 
For hungry fouls Heav’n’s food; 
So Zion’s fprings are feal’d, to fhed 

On thirfty ground a flood. 


Ver. 13, 14. Thy plants ar are an conan of aahebrg: 
nates, with pleafant fruits, camphire with fpike- 
nard; /prikenard.and faffron, calamus ‘and cimnamon, 
auithy all the trees of. Jrankincen/e ; myrrh and abe 
with all the chief [pices. 


Sweet fruits all flourifhing around ~ 
My garden well -befeems ; 


Which‘cannot'prove.a barren ground, ' 
g pe 


ich living itreams. 


nts of grace do parallel | 

oe nee rich’ with trees; 
Sweet, to delight the tafte and fells 
Fair to falute a? oa 
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Here ’granates young, and camphire grow ; 
Here fpice and incenfe bloom, 

’Nard, cinnamon, myrrh, aloes blow 
With gales a rich perfume. 


Here num ’rous plants with fragrant {cent, 
And odours moft refin’d; 

All in their nature extent: 
And various in their end. 


_Thy blooming plants of grace difplay. 


A heawnly foil and air; 
And fap divine, which I convey, 
Makes all the planting fair. 


Wild nature’s foil could ne’er produce 
Such trees as here do ftand 

For fpecial pleafure, {pecial ufe, 
All planted by my hand. 


Ver. 15. A fountain of gardens, a well of living 


waters, and fireams from Lebanon. 


Thy pleafant garden’s bleoming plants 
All others far excel; 

For Heav’n, to thine indulgent, grants 
Streams of falvation’s well. 


This fountain open, full, and nigh, 
Makes plants their vigour yield ; 

Yea, neighb’ring gardens does fupply, 
And each adjacent field. 


Thy graces frank their juice convey, 
Not dript as fhallow pails; 

But living fprings, that night and 8 
Flow to refrefh’ the vales. 


Such is thy lib’ral flowing mind; 
Nor are with penury 

Thy bleflings to thy banks. confin’d, 
But common‘as the fea. 


My quick’ning: Spirit, freely ted, 
That Zion’s banks may, flow, 7 
The river is, whofe ftreams do pea PY eae 2 
And makes the planting grow. ai 


The well of water here runs o'er, . 
The current to.maintain;» ,,, 
With hafty courfe to endlefs glore, 

As rivers to the main. 


Not Jordan fwell’ ‘from Lebanon 
So ftoutly rolls his. tide; 

As cryftal rivers from the throne. 
Thro’ Zion’s valleys glide. 


Thy rills of grace. to me return, 
And own their fpringsinme:,. 
As garden-ftreams from thence muft run, 
With tribute to” ‘the fea. 


’ The CHR Waa 


Ver. 16.°4 Awake, O north wind; and come, thou 
__ fouth ; blow. upon my garden, that the fprces there- 
‘of may flow out: let my Beloved come into his gar- 
‘den, and eat his pleafant fruits, 


In ample piaidene my King, L-hear, _ 
Makes worthlefs’ me his theme ;_ 
But with a ftunn’d aftonith’ a ear, oA 

I fink to duft for fhame, 


What humbling wonders he performs! 
On mites his pitture draws}, 

Then makes the defpicable worms. _ 
His fubject of'appla A Canes Sec taea oI 

Lord, if Ibe a garden. fair, | 
On thee the praife muft land: Bock 

For all my verdant Bteces. were. gidbicds 


Plants of thy mighty Bin gain: 5: 
ie Aster es eu iBO% 10 cae Es 5% yn sid a7 sett 


gh Yat NO 4 


VER. 14,—17. 


Thy fpicy fruits: thou dott approve, 
And deign’ft thus to cornmand, — 


Are bloffoms,of thy fruitfullove,° > 


And on thy breath depend. 


‘They quickly languith, fade, and die; 
They ceafe to bud or flow, 


And faplefs, fcentlefs, fruitlefs lie, 
Unlefs thy Spirit blow. 


Awake, O heavenly Wind, and come; 
. Excite the fpicy vale; 
_ Blow on this garden of Desteiaes 
fet oss roufing quick’ning gale. 


On Zion’s fons, O Sp’rit divine, 
'_ Pour grace and gifts abroad ; 
_ ‘Make paftors by perfumes of thine, 
ae A favour {weet to God. 


irs © To roufe the feeds of grace: 
a “Then warming fouth’s foft wings expand, 
ss Till {pices flow apace. © 


From ev'ry point, O- migey ae 
Blow a “new Penticoft: 
Let blinded atheiftic minds — 
_ Know there's a Holy Chott. 


O let my beft Beloved come, 
ay _ And fpread his area broad 
- —s With choiceft fruits of rich perfume, 
ees — Mott grateful to my God. | 


"=. My garden’s his (an allits views); 
sir . The'life, the fap, ‘the root: ; 
The product whole to him accrues, ~ 
From whom i is all the fruit. 


eb Aa 


Come, elfe the banquet cannot ftand; 
~~» “Come bring thy pleafant treat; 
| The fruits of thy laborious hand, 
soa 2 “‘And es ‘with bloody fweet.. ihe 


* 


COR ‘SHORTER, THUS: : 

Am I the garden. Heav’n can. uate 
Where living waters flow, 

As cryftal rivers from the throne, 

- To make the > planting grow? 


ie -O heav’nly' Wind, awake and, come, 

tee. > SOs all thy Dy deracions gales fh 
eee (Ss On this my Be en of. peace, Fray 
 Elfe all its favour fails, 


oO su Spirit, ‘from above. 

My with'ring heart infp 
eas An te by various forms 
Thiet As various ‘wants require 


. HSS 


. ¢ 
Let northern breezes. fill my. fails 
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3a ep gales from chilling Bont command, 


With fharp convincing grace: = 
nen, from the fouth, refrefhing gales. 4 


~ © Who fuffer’c for 
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eaten my honey-comb with my honey ; T have drink 


my wine with my milk: eat, O friends ; drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, 0: belrued: 


WN Y Love, in anfwer to thy pray’r, 
Pm here at thy requett; 

And ready both to give and fhare 
The pleafure of the feaft. 


I’m come, -my {poufe, and fifter dear: 3 
I’m to my garden come, : 


To gather up my {pice and myrrh; 


I'm pleas’d with this perfume, 


My graces relifh like a feat 
Of honey, milk, and wine: 

I make myfelf a ‘welcome guett ; 
The fruits are mine and thine, 


Fat, drink, O friends, whom I approve; 
L alfo welcome YOUtps 

Yea, drink abundance of my love, 
Full freedom I allow. 


- Your fainting fpirits here refre{h 


With plenty fpread abroad, 


_ The grace and love, the blood and fleth \ 


Of your incarnate God. 


Not elect angels ever fhare 
Such ftrange and matchlefs food; 
They feaft on their Creator’s care, 
Not your Redeemer’s blood. 


The CHURCH’ s Words. 


Ver. 2 G.I fleep, but my heart waketh: it is the 
voice of my Beloved, that knocketh, faying, Open 
to me, my fifter, my love, my ioe my undefiled ; 
jor my head is wet with dew, and my locks with 
the drops of the mg bt. 


The heart of ,Jéfus kind I fee, 
But mine ungrateful fails ; 

Two natures-are at odds in me, . 
And oft the worft prevails. ; 


3 Both Sleeping flefh I have, that refts 


\ In floth unto my fhame; m 


ie And waking grace, that ftill Wogar eae 


» Againft the lazy frame. 


~ Hence, though I fleep, Lat my foe 


Some inward:Knocking’hear; 

"Tis Jefus’ voice, his loving dart. 9 
Thus wounds my waking ear. x 2 dud 
Come, open, my unfpotted dove, © . 

“Thy heartdobolted ifinds2:b gamle anil’ 
Awake, my fitter; rife, my Love, = 
“ Let in thy deareft: friend. 


“ Wrath’s niid-ni¢ ght fhow’r Bade ai my aylocks, 
“ Storms on) my head did blow: 
“ Wilt thou unkindly flight my knocks, 

thee fds ..3: 
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‘to sb tasts ERY OF 
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_ And, wailing fore n 
Away my bee actanies bes Stieyy 
a a : 


My non-admiflion of his grace 
His holy Spirit vext; 

My anfwer for my lazinefs 
Was but a vile pretext. 


Ver. 4. My Beloved put im his hand by the hole of 
the door, and my bowels were moved * for him. 


When I fo fhamefully refus’d 
Accefs to my Belov’d, 

Another kindly way he us’d, 
Which my affections mov’d. 


Though I his word did bafely flight, 
Yet, ere I was aware, 

His Spirit by refiftlefs might 
Did kindly draw the bar. 


He, to unbolt the door, put in| 
His gracious hand of pow’r: 

Then did his love upbraid my fin, 
And melt by bowels fore. | 


Ver. 5. I rofe to open to my Beloved, and my hands 
dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with fweet- 
Jmelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. 


How long he ftood, how oft he knock’d, 
How patient who can tell! 

What drops of grace on th’entry lock’d 
From his {weet fingers fell! 


At length I rofe from off my bed, 
My drowfy bed of floth, 

To open to my fpoufe, who had 
My folemn marriage-oath. 


Soon by the wet lock-handles were 
My fingers moift’‘ned much, 

And fweetly dropt with oil and faymh 
Left by his melting touch. 


His quick’ning Sp’rit heart-fetters broke, 
And heal’d my dull difeafe;. 

As dropping oil that makes the lock 
Soon yield and one with eafe. . 


Ver. 6. I opened to my Beloved, but my Beloved id 
withdrawn himfelf, and was gone: my heart fail- 
ed when he fpake. 
jind him; I called him, but he Save me no anfwer. 


I op’ned ftraight to my Belov’d, 
Expecting his embrace; © - > 

But, ah! from thence he had removy’ rd, 
And juftly hid his face. 


Mine aking heart did not collect 
His words that gave the | awouitid,” 
ay bafe negiee, 


, 
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I fought him, but I could not - 


i aean Os , ee 
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Cuap. V. 


Kind paftors formerly condol’d 
My cafe with fympathy ; 

But now I met with fuch as ruld 
With force and cruelty fs 


Untender watchmen, on their rounds, 
In open ftreets, me got, 
Afflicted me with many wounds, ~~ 
And without mercy {mote. obi 


They hurt my name, my head, my crown, 


And fore reproach’d my zeal; 
Wall-keepers rude thus beat me down, 
And toreaway my vail. = 


My fair profeffion they defam’d, 
Nor did my failings hide; 3 

A ftrolling harlot I was nam’ d, seme 
And not a Boone bride. oat 


rele 


Ver.Os1 shige ye, 0 daughters of erufalem, of ye 
jind my Beloved, that ye tell bim that Lam fick of love. 


O Salem’s race, when watchmen wound, 
Won’t ye more favourfhow? 
What pity can’t with them be found, 
May I expect with you? —s_— Sel ita ¥ 


I want my foul’s beloved One; hi WOES 
None elfe can give me eafe: et 14! OD. 

I’m fick of love; Oh! is sent none» 
To tell him my difeafe? >, 


His abfence from my foul is deaths now 
O! if ye find his grace, tA 
I charge you, with my dying: breath, 
To reprefent my cafe.- 


The COMPANIONS Words. 


Ver. 9. { What is thy Beloved more than another | be- 
loved, O thou u faireft among: women? hat is thy 
Beloved more than another be oved, "tbat thou dof? 
Jo charge us? 


Fair lover, thou who doft to us oe 
Thy moaning {peech dire, 

Whofe fhining beauteous ratrage thus iF 
Commands our high refpects i Sha 


The object does thy love « engage, 
We judge by viewing thee, . 

“Muft furely be fome perfonage 
Of very high’ degree. ; 


“What's thy Belov’d? pray Jet us know, . 


For whom thouw art fo fad, 
And giv’ft fuch folemn charge, as oe 
He not an equal had.” 


one Seseyrre wes pa 
ood rae 


Thou faireft beauty, can’t ‘t t thou fe 


rit oe 


erie 


Ver. Los My ‘Beloved vast sbieasae Ete 
oft : gel aT it at 5 ; 
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Was he not red but only white, 
The lily 2 not the rofe, 

He might-fuffice the angels fight ; 
But I am none of thofe. 


Was he not white but only red, 

A fuff’rer for his fin, 
-. His blood would reft upon his head, 

Nor could I joy therein. 

But here’s my joy and confidence, 

Both mix’d I fee by faith; 

og whitenefs of his innocence, 
_ The rednefs of his death, 


7 ~ Bice for my fin he bore difgrace, 
’ __Who yet from fin was free; __ 
‘This makes his white and ruddy face 
- A beauty meet forme. 


‘The chief of chiefs, beyond compare, 
Imm ANUEL, God-man, 

Among ten thoufand enfigns fair 
‘Triumphant, leads the van. 


To him the heav’ns their homage bring; 
To him celeftial thron = SOAR 
‘Ten thoufand faints ar an Vangels fing, 
ee Wet rapture on mn. their | tongues. — 


Created wifdom cannot fcan 
The root of Jefle’s rod ; 

” Nor {peak the greatnefs of the man, 
_The grandeur, of abe God. 


i even 11. His bead is as the moft fite eit his locks 
are + bufhy and black as @ raven. 


Hie: 4,—16, 


His head which once was crown’d with thorns. 
And where all wifdom dwells, ° 

A crown of glory bright adorns, 
Which fineft gold excells, 


So firm, fo bright, fo eae 
And durable for ay, 

As his extenfive government, 
And univerfal fway. 


Black as a rav’n’s his curled hair 
find ieee locker a mark, 


ey -Rewuttes of Tere el upaor 

To deck his awful fway; 

Fair youth without inconftancy, rE eA 

< ‘Full as e without decayios Sey H 
= PRE: aa shee ies tt eee tel 

Ver. 12. His eyes are as the iS 

of waters, wafhed with milk, and * 
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flowers ; his lips like hes dropping /weet- Snelling 
myrrh, 


His rofy cheeks a bed of flow’ts 
Still tow’ring up perfume ; 

Or {pices that with fummer-fhow’rs 
Their fweeteft fcent refume. 


Thefe very cheeks he once refign’d 
To them that pluck’d the hair, 
Moft fweetly to th’ enlighten’d mind 

Refrefhing virtue fhare. 


His lips, refembling lily-blooms, 
Drop favry words of grace ; 

Like oil of myrrh with fine perfumes, 
To fuit a fainting cafe. 


The balmy drops his lips afford 

_ Give life to fons of death: 

The vital favour of his word 
Reftores expiring breath. 


Ver. 14. His hands are as ge rings fet with ibe 
beryl: his || belly zs as bright ivory overlaid with 
sapphires. 

His hands are fairer to behold, 
Though once nail’d to the tree, 
Than beryls fet in rings of gold; 

So rich in bounty’s he. 


His operations mighty, vaft, 
No mortal underiftands; 

For all the works of God have patft 
Through thefe his precious hands. 


No iv’ry fine fo bright is found 
With fapphires overlaid, 

As bowels of compaflion round 
Do gild his pierced fide. 


The love about his heart that twines’ 
Still firm, without decay, ~ f 

In inftances unnumber'd fhines 
With fparkling tien aray. 


Ver. 15. His legs are as pillars of marble, fet upon. 
Sockets of fine gold. His countenance is as Lebanon, 
excellent as the cedars. : 


His legs like marble pillars ftand 
On golden fockets fine; _ 

So firm’s the throne of his command, 
So ev’n his paths divine. 


His ftately fteps, his fteady way, | 
His ftable kingdom, proves _ pie : 
He’s folid gold, not mould’ring clay. | 
Like fading mortal loves. . Sictiin ety 


His countenance more nie is yagi 
‘Than Lebanon by far; ~~ 
More excellent than all its trees: .) 

_ And ba oe! aehiars AFG Shs toa s 


es ooh ire 


688 A PARAPHRASE ON... - Caar. VL ; 
His mouth a triple heav’n imports, O where is thy Beloved gone!. 9° =~ 
A word, a fmile, a kifs ; ‘Thou faireft of thy kind; 
A triple doom to dafh their fports — So happy in that glorious One > 
Whofe lips profane the blifs. On whom thou fer’ft thy mind? — 
How hard, though fweet, this limning tafk! Where is he gone? pray let us know 
I faint; I mutt fuccumb; What place frequents he mott? ie 
He is (if what he is, you afk) ‘That we in queit of him may 8°, L frets 
All over loves, infum. Nor find our travel loft. — y tes 
How weak my tongue his glory fings, | foot aE 
‘ Which drowns feraphic art; The Oe a ae 
He’s all defiderable things, Bf 2. My Geen 25 gone down into bis garden, 
And charms in ev'ry part. | to the beds of fpices, to sha in the la ad and © 
Adoring heav’ns his name confefs to gather hihes. ; . 


The infinite unknown, 


And in created human drefs Leg my Belov’ d, Lowfat he enthron'd 


7 


= In glory keeps his places es Pr eeen eek 5. ag : 

eS papas pe Ones (rok ots " Yet here below is to ‘be. found Bday #007 aS 
Their tongues that do his glory. {peak In gardens of his grace. Agta Wikh ath 7 

in loud and [en vaa He plants, he waters ev’ry tree, - Be 4 


For higher notes are ftill to feck, 


And never reach his praife. His blefling makes them fpring ; heme 


Then gladly comes he down to. fee ae 
I wrong his name with words fo faint, What rich increafe they brings: said.o? pet 
Nor half his worth declare; 


Can finite pencils ever paint 
The infinitely fair? 


He walks among the fpicy beds, j fo VFiuy 
Where aromatics flow ; (an £433 
And in his young plantation feb: 


“So 


This & my Beloved ; this 2s my Friend, O daugh- Where fruits delicious grow. ai. 
ters of Ferufalem. He gathers there his chofen BAO) 
My union to his perfon dear Of lilies without toil; e 
Bears fuch fubftantial blifs ; And, when full ripe, he oie herd up, 
All mortal loves and friendfhip here To deck his fairer foiles aa 
Are but the fhade of this. Th’ afflemblies of his growing eee 
Whatever fweet relations be © Are ftill his chief repair: 
*Mon g creatures great or fmall,. Whoe’er his gracious prefence soy 
There’s ‘infinite difparity. May feek with fuccefs théress < ff N 
h ll. Sipls 
: Between him and them a Ver. 3. Iam my Be stipe nd my Beloved i is sabe 
Yet how much in himfelf he is, he jolene among the likes *. 
’ So much is he to me; . ) 
For he is mine, and I.am his, . Though now my Lord from me abfeond, 3 
And evermore {hall be. Bi ; Yet Judge hi not unkind: ai 
The more I héld his glory forth, = = n’s temple oft | have him found, bed. 
Or would his name unfold; And hope again to find. ei ara: a 
The more incomparable worth And, though from me to jon ‘he hides, 
I fill in him behold. My Jaith holds faft his name: 


Mine int’reft in him firm abides, 


NG Ee ees a tcl noma any I will not quit my claim. 


= : This, is my love, my friend ; 


Search heav’n and earth, but fure am I He has my warmeft love in oft, sah Ai. 
His match you'll never find. ) And I poflefs his heart; | itive £1 rigs x 
i Your queftion far exceeds my Seicnt oe His love and mine. unite, I boaft, ct Te 
ae What's thy Belov’d? faid ye: — “Nor death nor hell can part. , ser a + 
a: His praife defeats: my fault ring oes? ‘The bond of love fo firm abides: nts eae sak ‘ 
s or) But, pray you, Come and eeeivagos fh. Wad the Ge . Fs ‘* 
ee Viernes ied ase ssi : That, though behind the fhade he rie 
SS hates G3 abi; ok HR FLSQF. vi He’s “never : far aw: y ene 
ce es A “The Church profeffeth her ae in  CHRIST.— Though. he his noble 4 
mie 2 ph the Graces of the Church, __ Among his flow’rs above 4 . 
bias: \-aiis: ab TBAT Yet shere ; amidf his, eee wis se 
Sa Beet, <i eetver a ae soiioke otis, He keeps his “feafts of love. aa ae at = 


The ordinances ‘of hi 


The re L; thave: 


1 


VER. 3-1 Oo. 


: Though te obfe 


Thy zeal for me when I withdrew — 
[highly muft approve; 

And now return to thee, to by aria 
My great refpect and love. » 


I did forgive, and have forgot, 
All thine infirmities: 

Thy holy foul, from fin remote, 
Is beauteous in mine eyes... 


More fair thou art, my lovely prey, 
More comely in my fight, © 
“Than ever Tirzah once fo gay, © 
Or Salem once fo bright. 


Thine’ afpeet’ s awful majefty 
Does ftrike thy foes with feat 
As armies do, when banners fly, 

And martial flags appear. © 


How does thine armour glitt’rin g bright 
Their frighted f{pirits quell ! | 

The weapons of thy war ike might 
eee the Sate of hell. 


‘Ver. . wee away thine eyes from ne tu they have 
overcome me *m— 


7 


‘Small wonder that thy foes pert bow 
When faith does: keep the field ; 

For, lo! I am thy captive t00,, 
And kindly force’d to yield. . 


Thy charming eyes of faith acid Leics 
That make myfelf their prize, . 

Have overcome me; pray remove 
And turn away. thine eyes.. .=1’-- 


They pow’rfully my heart os, 
My kindly paffions fill: — 

‘Yet no unwilling vidt’ry gain, 
But win me to thy will. 


Thy daring, gallant arms of grace, 
Have o’er me fuchafway; 
I’m conquer’d with their kind embrace, 

And cannot fay thee nay. 


Thy piercing eyes, that ravifh me, 

* Command me as they lift: | 

My Spirit s aiding force in thee, . 
Is pow’r I can’t refift. Sat 


Ceafe, wreftling Jacob, let me p04: 
My Love, Jet me alone: . 

If not, except I blefs thee; lo! 
My bleffing thou hatt won. 


— + Ti hy hair is asa | flock of ecatl that 2 i we 
Gilead. Ver. 6. Thy teeth are as a flock of /heep, 
which go up from the wafbing, whereof every 


_. one beareth twins, and there is not one barren among 


Ver. 7. As a piece of a pomegranate are 


~ _ them. 1s 
ary ies mew Uae locks. 


bbyt +) 


r¢ [with jea 2 
And thereupon wit : Stasis 2: 
; judge thy ety of ee : 
from thee pes move ; pid i 30) 


THE’ SONG OF SOLOMON. 689 


Gay, like a comely flock of goats 
On Gilead’s ftately height, 

Is thine adorning hair, that notes 
Thy converfation bright. 


No broider’d ornamental hair » 
That trims up mortal clay, 
Can parallel the heav’nly air 


Of thy well-order’d way. : 


Thy teeth the bread of life that eat, 
And feed upon my fleth, 

Are acts of faith, in number great, 
In nature fair and freth. 


Thine active zeal, yet mild, does keep 
A jutt equality,” - 

Like ev’nly rounded flocks of fheep 
New paft the fhearer’s eye. 


Thy purity exceeds their fleece, 7 
Wath’d in the crftal flood ; 

Thy fruits of holinefs and peace 
Outvie their numrous brood. 


There does not in the flock appear x 
One barren, fruitlefs womb: 

But all by twins their offspring bear, 
And bring them bleating home. 


Like ’granates halv’d thy temples fair 
Within thy locks appear, 

While ruddy blufhes deck thy pray’r 
When none but God. doth hear. 


Thou modeft hid’ft thy rofy cheeks, 
When fins with fhame them flufh: 

Yet, through the mafk, thy mein detects 
Thy beauteous holy bluth. 


Ver. 8, 9. There are threefcore queens, and fourfcore 
concubine’, and virgins without number. My dove, 
my undefiled, 1s but one ; fhe is the only one of her 
mother, fhe is the choice one of her that bare her: 
the daughters Jaw her, and bleffed her ; yea, the 
queens and the concubines, and they praz ifed her. . 


Thy fong gave me the chiefeft name 
Among ten thoufand heirs, © 

And thee the faireft I proclaim 
Among ten thoufand fairs. 


Queens, concubines, and virgins are 
Unnumber’d, whom they call 

Bright dazling ‘beauties, charming fair; 
But thou excell’ft them all. 


Moft holy fouls (of high defcent) 
Are beauties moft renown’d: oa 
The righteous is more excellent $ 
Than all his neighbours round. = 


My fpotlefs dove as one I view ; 
Yea, allinonetome; ~ 

Her mother-church’s darling too, 
And choiceft progeny. 


fe 


The daughters, her profeffing friends, Seve 


Beheld her beauty great; pit. 


And ftraight admir’d her in their minds, eh 


And bleft her in the. Hale. < OE Se o 

Yea, queens and damfels more renown’d — 
Did all to her gi Spe a Wk 

= Nope extolli D, , 


arte 


“ Much fairer than the gilded moon’ 
“ Her graces fhine in drefs, 

* And clearer than the fun at noon: 
“ Her fpotlefs righteoufnefs. 


“ Behold, in love to brats forlorn, 
- What wonders Heav'n performs ! 

“ That does with ftatelinefs adorn 
“ Defil’d and loathfome worms. - 


“ By armour which her Captain lends, 
“Until her warfare clofe, 

“ She’s render’d helpful to her friends, 
“ And hurtful to her foes. 


“ Yea, while fhe does her rank maintain, 
“ And caft her airs abroad, 

“ Her grace is awful toward men, 
“ And pow’rful toward God.” 


Ver. 11. J went down into the garden of nuts, to 
Jee the fruits of the valley, and to fee whether the 
vine flourifhed, and the pomegranates budded. 

With friendly mind I hid my face, 

Yet went not far away; 

Retiring but a little fpace 

My orchard to furvey. 


I went but down to fee anew 
My garden of fweet nuts, 

Within the fhady grove, and view 
The pleafant valley-fruits. 


To notice round my labour’d gee 
If all was very good; 

If tender vines produc’d their grain, 
And pomegranates their bud: — 


If all the water’d flow’ry plains, 
Along the verdant field, / 
Did fruits, proportion’d to my pains, - 

Ev’n in my abfence yield. 


Into my heart what chearfulnefs 
And pleafure did it bring, 

To fee Mie: early buds of grace 
And bleflings of the fpring? ” 

I ravifh’d faw my beauteous bride™ 
Lament my abfence fore; 

Nor could myfelf in thickets hide 
From: Herp a moment more. 


Ver. 12. Or ever I was aware, my Joul * made me 
like the chariots of Ammi-nadib. 
Such had my — ia aga frame 


-Ravith’d, ere. nar eg effet) ae Sacade 
My bowels did me move; __ Toes 
Into her praying arms I flew 
On fpeedy wings OF ONG. fem to “bona 
Sweet rapt’rous paflion rofe i in me, Soy 
But moft divine i 2 in mode, Etat 

As far as rapture a] | 
“Or paffion to a Gor 


M fond al fonecr 
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ey. Yaa Le ee 4 Se oe J 
le 


No chariot of Ammi-nadib, Bast ct 
However fwift or bright, Wy feist 
The heav’nly rapture can defcribe 
Of love’s delicious flight. ery 


So rapid oft, though never rafh, 
The motions of my grace, 

’Tween heav’n and earth, are like a. flath, r 
Of light’ning in a trice. ! 


“Ver. 13. Return, return, O Shilamite ; return, return, 


that we may look: upon thee: what will ye efeer m the 
Shulamite? as it were the company of tw0 a armies. 


Love, in my abfence fhort, watt thou”. 
With fin and grief oppreft? 

O blame thy fait lefs heart,. and now 
Return unto thy. reft, eee 


iat @ brré\ 
With. confidence and without Sop oe 
Thy heavy’ nly. Hufband faces. i a oT 
Who wills thee. boldly. to appear I ro - om 2 AT 


sek et Se 


Before his throne of grace, > =e 
The heav’ns unite their voice with mine 


got 
a 


Thy heart-return to move; 
Allow thyfelf no more to whine, WASTED 
Sufpicious of my love. sr Here 


Return, O drooping Shulamite, ne Ho YE « 
In hafte return; for we © = 
Heav’n’s TRINTES. and hofts unite. 9 

With joy to welcome thee. - pietteats yt 
We want to fee thee, at his call: 

Whofe peace thy name adorns; “~~ 
He with his faints and Vat all 

Will joy at thy returns, ek plea tty” 


What, in the feeble Shulamite ~ iret : 
What's to be feen? (you' Ufayy a o% . 

Is ftruggling grace a goodly fight, ~ 15g 
When fin regains the day? | 


Nay, lo! my bride (though apt fhe be 
Herfelf to under-rate) © 7 ‘mi! 

I, on the field of battle, fee © > ba . 
In warlike pomp and flate, 5 

Behold! two armies in her camp, = 
The doubled hofts of God; yl 

Her lovers charm, her haters damp, ~ 
Her happy suumphd bode. 


Le 
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{ 


eh 
A farther Defcription of the Church’s Graces.— 


git Church profeffeth her Faith so 


aA 


CHRIsT ’s Words. Aachen 
Ver. 1. How Beautiful arcthy, séFieitbi Pas Oprin- 
ce’s daughter! ‘the, , joints 0 ‘thy thighs are like jew- 
els, the work of ieee of a cunning workman. 


‘AIR bride, thy beauties rl ee ide a 
So lovely in my fight: 1 ees oak 
For I my new creation. whol 


Ore 


3935 Ls f 
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(VER. THE: SONG) OFTSOLOMON | 69% 


The j joints, that:ftrength ahd motion a r Rais’d and con{picuous, it attracts » 
To thy right.fteps imparty) ye! All eyes, and wonder breeds?» 
‘s Like orient jewels,: bumidhd new; pvtbhon _It ftands renown’d for valiant acts, 
_ Speak holy curious artys 20 s9)4) ‘ou For ftrange and mighty deeds. | - 
; Through thy fair port, in. fatred PRS, " No iv’ry whiter than the fwan’° 


Thy joints as gemsappear ; Can match thy precious faith:: 
While holy principles and fprings No towr with equal boldnefs can 
Thy courfe of duty fteer. a} 38) Defy the gates of death. FE 


Ver. 2. Thy navel ii o ey " round goblet, Ray -} Thine eyes:like Hefhbon’s clear ith-poai 


wanteth t Lquor: thy belly is ike an bea : Near by’ Bath-rabbim’s gate, 3 > 
SIDA See Br with f SS “4 # < of Enlighten’d brightly, twit the fools, » 


me A That hug blind nature’s ftate. » 


+4 


. Asis Od one 187 is More clear than ‘any filver ‘brook, j 
So with thy hit ag outwar + ‘way ie ei . Thine eyes of. knowledge ‘trace. : 


Hid myft’ries inthe facred book, 


Thine inward Mhapes 3 agree. Unfathom’d deeps of grace. 


A wretched infant once thou phe 


To open field caft out, But all conceal’d this glory lies. ea? 
From native blood and tains tna La From haughty fons of pride, 
Nor was thy navel cut sity nee Whofe boafted wit does blind the eyes, 
. And heav’nly light.deride.... - tO 


But now, how ; neat’s thy gracious form, iv Thy nofe of quick fagacity 


Be >  wihed bya glorious {prin , ; ‘ 
Since grace transform’d the ‘lestitome: worm, Like Leb’non’s tow’r doth rife, 


es. |. To quite another 1 thing. | are. geo Spe aeons ‘Py, 
. Thy infant-brood to ppeders: grows, fae 4 a eo roe 
Which thy. kind bowels feed, . Becaufe they ftrongand fubtile are, 


Thou keep’ft the frontier tow’r; 
To f{mell their policy afar, ~ 
And, watch againft their pow’r. 


Like to a bowl that overlowe 
With liquor for their need. 


_ My Spirit is (to fill thy cup; 
And give thee rich increafe) +e Ver. 5. Thine bead upon thee as like |! Corniel anid 

A well of water Ipringing. 1 a ak sbi bee of thine bead hike purple ;— 
In thee to endlefg blifs. 3.7 + 


Sc rR aun gag of wheat Excells the wife on earth, 


_ Thy royal marriage makes. thee ects. 5. ‘While ftrangers to thy: high defcent, 
For beating ‘tak to God, ° wis And to thy heawnly. birth. 

»d ise ‘Thy lofty, head, and ftately brow, - ial 
“iatguc ua fe Luce be Looks ’to the ‘heav’ ns above; WAS. 
A product rich of fruit for ufe, And fcornful fmiles on all below, 

With flow’ rs for ornament. _ As worthlefs of thy love. 


‘Fair Zion’s fertile womb has meat Thy helmet and thy head-piece i ogee Santee 
~\For babes, her lily-brood 3) > eae ak Flope. built on precious blood; ~ ROA 
And yields them plenteous ftore of wheat, High is thy head Are by this 
When ripe for folid food. ‘Bove ev'ry foe and flood. 
Higher by far than Carmel top, 
The walls of heav’n tofcale;  - ec a 
When thine advent’rous, etal hope © 


Thy heavw’nly mind intelligent 


] 


Ver. 3. Thy ‘two. br reaps are like. two. yong. roes 
that are twins ||. 


tae Te dee selene oes ; w ie Takes place-within the vail. an 
tare eM te” Gen amucleby arentna naay al aise 

. y babes in facred mms. * - os sail ou = 

SL ae re = 

ai a nak aoe teft'ments and two deals 5 ae +o 

eK Fe sgatr ‘ld ielc , Each pin which holds thy hair in drefs,' = . 2 aces 

s -... . Each glance from grace within, ate 

. a tienes univer’ _ ftatelinefs ; 3 \ BS te | 

sae ai oo gate eo Not one diforder'd pin. a SES Se ¢ | 
ane I EWC yey y Ere tc ee gee = ett & : ect 
a re oe propor tion’ to the ae, Each holy air-around thy fage iiss, ita 12 : 

= ees all the bab es of "grace. oa ier Does fo baat 5 enhance ph ant? - 


kind bowels fhow ; 
ve » my be: uuteous bride a. 
SHI = y : eX. 


n dear, nurs’d at thy fide, A charm in ev'ry. your ioe ame 


ry 


oa 


“Til manifeft my love. 


692, i-& 


The glorious and majeftic One, 
Whom death could ne'er detain, 

Is by thy pow’rful graces won, 
And ty’d as-with a chain. 


Strange lovelinefs it is that fways 
The Regent of the fkies! 

Conftraining him to ftay and gaze;> 
It fo attra¢ts his;eyes. . » 


Bold with the King are’ faith’s ates 5 
Blefs’d they the conqueft fhare! 

‘Who win him. to his facred: courts, 
And then can hold him there. 


Such is the glory of his grace, 
He boatts to be o’ercome ; 

And feafts the victor with folace} 
Who fought but for a crumb. 


fr 


“Ver. 6. How fair * and bow ‘lealank ett thou, O 
Love, for delights !. 


O Love, no words can ‘atecity 
Thy forms of lovelinefs: 

Delights of diverfe kinds in thee 
Are more than J exprefs. 


No equal for delights haft thou, 
No match on‘earth below: 

I call thee fair, and pleafant too, 
Becaufe I made thee fo. 


My Love, thy drefs without, how fais! 
Within, how {weet to me! 

‘My righteoufnefs and graces are 
The robes I made for thee. 


My lab’ring life was fpent throughout 
The marriage-fuit to {pin, | 

That makes my bride all fair without, 
All glorious too within., 


Ver. 7. This thy fature is hke to a pali-tree, and 
thy breafis to tlufters of Sr apes. 


The {weet proportion I obferve 
Of graces fair in thee;. 

None from their proper ation {werve, 
But ac& harmonioufly. 


Thy ftature, like the palm-tree firm, 
Is ftately, ftraight, and tall: 

No burden can the flourifh harm, 
No years the growth enthral. | 

Thy breaft of love to me and mine, 
Square to the gofpel-plan, 

Chear, like the clufters full of wine, | 
The heart of, God and man. 


Vers os 7 Laid, f alls gZ0 ae to he palm-tree, I will 
take bold o, f the boughs thereof: now alfo thy 
— breafts fhai Be, as clufters, of the Ti 5 and the 
Smell of thy nofe like apples ;— Strid th sae 10+ 

© Twill, faid 1, this palm-tree diet eae 
a This lovely w vall pprove; ) of eset 

oF And to my bride fase! ah a4 fi 

Daf! a £, 
hend, b fi 

pret Gs, re nse 
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a ntti thaws 


e. : ih ac be ! a 


Cuap. VIL. 


The breath of life thy noftrils blow, 
Shall with {weet fcent abound: 

No fav’ry apples e’er could throw 
Such grateful odours round: "re 


Ver. 9. And the ‘roof of thy mouth + like the bef wine, 
(for || my Beloved) that goeth down /weetly, cau/- 
ing the lips of | thofe that are afleep to Speak. » 


Thy palate drench’d with holy love, 


Shall drop the richeft wine: . 
So fweet thy pray’rs and praife fhall prove 
A feaft to me and mine. ~ 


I'll tafte thy cheer, and fpeak i it good, 
For thoult in upright ways. . 

Derive it from my plenitude, 
..Devote it to’ my oe 


Drops from the living vine ‘that ftream 
With fweetnefs. down will go; _ ew 

To make thy cold affections flame, Pe 0 > 
Thy wither’d graces grow. » ati 


My Spirit’s gen’rous wine will make — Big. us 
The old renew their days, _ one ae 

The dead to live, the dull to wake, eee 
ane dumb to sir se Rowe! Reet 


i J ree 
oC ES Sime oe 


ee 


The. Cc HOU. RC H” s Words. doit 


Ver. 10. @ Lam my Beloved’ % “and his de gfve i js to 
wards me. 


, ¢ 


Lo! how my loving Lord commends | é 
Bafe me, who blufh to hear! 

And blood of grapes from Efhcol fends _ 
My drooping heart to chear. . 


I'm not mine own, but his I'l be, a 
Whofe love my heart doth fire; ee in 

And thus has fix’d on worthlefsme = 
His conjugal defire. o 


What line can this love-ocean found! 
What tongue its meafure tell! 

Whofe height immenfe, and depth pa 
Won heav'n, and vanquith’d hele: 


\ 
rege § 


Ver. 11. Come, my Beloved, let us go forth miibe* 
field, let us lodge in the villages. 


Come, deareft Love, let us retire 
From this vainearth’sannoy; —— 
That undifturb’d communion near — 
We may alone enjoy. 
W'll chufe fome fecret, lonely as 
To vent our joys the more ; 

And forage in the field of grace, 
Until we feaft in glore. ne BG 55 


Thy company fuch hidden trains ~ ee | 


mee gh 
: as 


Of confolation. $ 
That, pois’d v with this, my foul difdains” 
The pomp of earthly kings. sigponkey 


In rural villages below, _ 2 ae reg tee 
Come let us eo GPa ae nig ets, 


7 be acne: be as Bf hy 
same! the see Cae e 


VER. 6J—r3. THE °SONG' OF ‘SOLOMON, 


Come vifit,; Lord, thy facred ground; 
See how thy nurs’ries bear; ° | 
. If vines and grapesiand ’granates round 
Their flow’ry raiment wear: - 


O come along, thy fuccour grant, 
While I thy fruits review ; 

For at thy pleafure ev'ry plant 
Its: verdure will renew. 


The vines their bloffom will refume, 
Their tender grapes revive;:) 
See how the ’granates then will bloom, 

And all the graces thrive. 


In thefe retirements while'l live, 
Thy prefence:I’ll improve; 

And joyful there:I will thee give’ 
The tokens of my love. «...,; , 


In nearnefs {weet ‘with thee apart ® | 
Vl dafh vain loves with ire,\ °° 
And wholly offer thee:my heart’ 
In flames of holy fire. . 


Ver it 3< The, mandrakes give.a fmell; and at our 
Sates are allmanner of pleafant fruits, new and old, 
which I have laid up for thee, O my Beloved! 


~ 


‘Here Lord, for thée the garden’s dreft ; 
For thee the feaft is fpread : 
Come then, vouchfafe with me to reft, 
Below the verdant-thade.) --. ..; | 
The mandrakes:here; love-fruits' and flow’rs, 
Do {pread their odours‘round; ~~" 
’ And jat.our.very, gates {weet flores 
And fruits of grace;are, found. 
Embracing faith is ‘here, ‘to’meet’ ©’ 
My Lord when hé ‘appears; 
Repentance; here, to wath his feet 
‘With floods:of joyful.tears. 
Love, joy;and-allthe heav’nly train, 
Old fruits with’ new increafe; 
Laid up inpftore,to entertain «.., 
The God of.all:my grace...) 
Come thou, to whom I all devote, 
O my beloved Lord ; a,01. 
Lo! all that’s.from thy fulnefs;got. 
Is for thy glory ftor’d.. ahovise 
’Tis thine to’plant, and prune and drefs; 
Thou mak’ft the garden grow ss 
In thee my.all. I ftill poffefs, 
' To thee my all: I owe. 


C HAP. VIL» 
The Love of the Church to CurisT.—TheWehe- 


mency of Love.—The Calling of the Gentiles. 
—The Church prayeth for CHRIsT’s coming. 
The CHURG H's Words. | 
Ver. 1. O that thou wert as my brother, that fucked 
the breafts of my mother! when I fhould find thee 
without, I would kifs thee ; yea, * I fhould not be 
_ defpfed. | 


O fweet I find thy heaw’nly charms, . 
Still more and moreI bodes. 
And long to clafp within mine arms .__ 
: ..A-whole incarnate God... .. » 
O would thou as:my brother wert, | 
My mother’s fucking child! 
I'd kifs and hug thee in my heart, 


And fhould not, be revil’d. .;, .. | 
Wo bo kth > [ie etd yh 8N 
* Heb. They fhall not defpife me. + 4+ Ifa. ix. 6. 
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Yea, in the op’neft, patent place, 
Without a bluth through fhame, 

I would with joyful arms embrace 
The babe of Bethlehem. 


Hell could reproach thy church of old, 
That lov’d a child unborn: 

But now the Son is giv'n +, I'm bold 
To love, and fear no fcorn. 


To him I'll give the higheft room 
And joy beneath his fhade, 

That deign’d to blefs the virgin’s womb, 
And human nature wed. 

My God’s my brother now in drefs ; 
And if he would allow’'t, 


Though hell fhould mock my fond carrefs, 
Pd openly avow’t: wi 


3 


Ver. 2. Lnvould lead thee, and bring thee into my 
mother's houfe, who would inftruct me: I would 
caufe thee to drink of the fpiced wine, and of the 
juice of my pomegranates, 


I would attend and ufher thee 
Into my mother’s home ; 

Then would her courts inftructive be, 
For light with pow’r would come. 


Her children would. thy glory fee. 
Did they thy prefence fhare: 

And I for entertaining thee 
Would bring my choicetft fare. 

To fpiced wine with,’granates. juice 
{ would thee welcome make; 

And greatly would, my. heart rejoice, 
Were't better for thy fake. 


Well were the feaft, beftow’d on thee; 
For, thine.my graces are, | 

Who, when thou comes.to feed with me, 
Doft bring along the fare. 


Ver. 3. His left-hand + fhould be under my bead, and 
his right-hand {hoild embrace me |). 


Lo! he defcending from above, 
In anfwer to my pray’r, 

Enfolds me in his arms of love, 
To fhew his tender care. 


His left-hand for my /upport jhe 
Beneath my head does place; 
Then for my comfort lends he me 

His right-hand’s foft embrace. 


His prefence brings a filver fhow’r 
Of bleflings from above ; 

I’m clofely guarded with his pow’r, 
And girded with his love. 


For my /olace ’gainft fim and death, 
I feel his glad’ning charms; 

And, for my /¢fety, underneath 
His everlafting arms. 


O welcome bleft. and happy hour, 
When he unvails his face ; 

Y’m then fupported by his pow’, 
Comforted by his grace. 


Ver. 4. !! Icharge you, O daughters of Ferufalem, 
that ye fur not up x, nor awake my Love, until 


be pleafe.. Bs} 


O Salem’s daughters, now, I pray, 
And. charge you, ftand in awe 
T’ awake my.,Love, or any way 

Provoke him to withdraw. 


t Or rather zs. || See Chap. ii. 6 . * See thefe words 


more largely {poken to, Chap. ii. 7. and iii. 5. « Heb. Why Jhould ye flir-up? or, why awake, &c. 
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This heawnly quiet marr not ye 
With loud offenfive noife; 

Why fhould ye rob yourfelves and me 
Of fuch uncommon joys! 


His fmiles are free, he comes and goes; 
The happy hour is this: 

Why fhould ye prove fuch wretched foes, 
To interrupt the blifs ! 


My glorious Lord now refts within 
Mine arms of faith and love; 

I charge myfelf, my heart, my fin, 
Not once to ftir or move. 


While he allows his vifit fweet, 
Let none his reft annoy; 

O may I never grieve his Sp’rit, 
Nor fin away my joy! 


The COMPANIONS Words. 


Ver. 5. (Who is this that cometh up from the wil- 
derne/s, leaning upon ber Beloved ?.)— 


What fair and lovely bride is this! 
Though preft with griefs and fins, 

Yet, travling from the wildernefs, 
On her Beloved leans ! 


How boldly does fhe in his name, 
And in his ftrength go on, 

All other righteouinefs difclaim, 
And mention his alone! 


His wings bear up her foul aloft, 
‘Bove all that can moleft: 

His bofom is the pillow foft 
On which her hand doth reft. 


Lo! how on his almighty arms 
She can her’cares unload; 

And march through all oppofing harms, 
Depending on her God. 


Her fir’d affections upward tow’r, 
And, with a heav’nly air, 

Contempt on earthly glory pour, 
As far below her care. * 


Afcending from the wildernefs 
Of forrow, fin, and thrall; 

And, ftrongly bent for heav’nly blifs, 
She leaves. the dufky ball. © _ 


is The CHU RB. cH s. Words. 

—TI raed |.thee up under the apple-tree: there thy 
mother brought thee forth ; there fhe brought thee 
Sorth that bare thee. wart ae 


To men’s applaufe, with mighty maze, 
What fmall regard is due? 

But, Lord,.with thee, who art my praife, 
Let me my fuit purfue. 


Such {weet experience, Lord, I had 
Beneath the apple-tree; 

Under thy fhadow ftill I’m glad 
Alone to, meet with thee. 

I rais’d thee up in fecret pray’r, 
Thy joyful help to yield: 

For by thy grace I wreftled there, 
And by thy grace prevail’d. — 

_ Thy mother too that brought thee forth 

Hard trav’ling with annoy, 

There at her Son, her Saviour’s birth 
Forgot her pangs for joy. ; 

The faints beneath thy fruitful thade, 
‘Thy beauteous likenefs wore ; ha ee 

They that in forrow travail’d haart 
In joy thine image bore. — 


A PARAPHRASE ON 


Crap. VIII. 


Thy thadow thus to them and me *» 
Such pleafure does afford, 

That more and more [long to fee 
Thy glory there, O Lord. 


Ver. 6. GJ Set me as a feal upon thine heart, asa 
Jfeal upon thine arm:— ve 


Grant, Lord, my name engrav’d may bé 
Upon thy heart and breatft; 

And fo infure thy love to me, 
My glorious God and Prieft. 


O fet me ftedfaft as a feal 
Upon thine arm divine,» 
And by confirming marks reveal 
Thy mighty love is mine. 
Grant alfo, Lord, my love to thee ’ — 
May firmly be impreft: bed 
And let thy name my fignet be . 
Deep ftamp’d upon my breaft, oo bo! 
O may my heart the centre prove 
Of thy affections keen; 
Thy heart the centre of my love, 
And nought to interveen, 


—For love is frrong as death, jealoufy is cruel as 
‘the grave :— “a cae 


Strong wings of ‘holy love ‘aloft 
Bear up my foul afrefh, ~” om 
Which in. {weet raptures dying foft: eo.” 
Forgets the clog of flefh. , ine 
While thus my heart does mounting fly, 
On this feraphic wing, ~~ ©) 
In love to. thee I kindly die. oO gigL 
To-ev’ry mortal thing.( ¢5)> 7 ae g 
As thy ftrong love, ‘O“Lord, to me 0°"! > 
~ Could conquer death ‘and dread ; se 
So. does my- ardent love''to thee 
‘The pow’ of death, exceed.-- , 


It kills me, Lord; I can’t refit 
This ftrong defire of mine: © 


If not with. fatisfaction’ bleft, 


To death, to death I. pine. 


-». Admit me, Lord, into thy heart, ’ 
3s" Left my heart jealous be, 
~ That either thine from me depart, 


Or mine depart, from thee. 


Such jealoufy would fore torment, 
And torture me to death; 

Like the devouring grave, intent 
To flop my ital breath. +; 


—The coals thereof are coals of fire, which bath 
a moft vehement flame. 
Thefe jealous flames will quite confume 
My foul, like burning fire; 
Unlefs thy loving anfwer come 
To fuit my heart’s defire. 
My flaming: heart does bleed afreth, 
If thou depart i’ th’ leaft; 
Mine ardent zeal eats up my flefh, 
Love-ficknefs pains my bréaft. - 
The fparks of fervid' love afcend 
Like mounting flames on high ; 
With veh’ment force they heav'n-ward bend, 
And pierce the azure fky. | . 
O let thy bowels, Lord, be mov’d 
To grant my heart’s defire: 
I'd rather die than not be lov'd; 
My heart isallon fire 89 9 


ce Thee in the Hebrew has the mark of the mafculine gender, > 
ee —. ee 
. as = = 7 


: -; a 
, » Jeng. 
xi & aa Hany, 
¥ - — — >. 


VERS S;--11. 


Ver. 7. Many waters) caunot quench ‘love, neither 
can the floods drown it » af aman would give all 
the fubftance of his boufe for athe; it would utterly 
be contemned. 


No waves could: quench ae love, a te fat 
As king upon the flood 

Of rolling vengeance, vaftly Brlegt, 
And on a fea of blood. 


- Thus nor can many waters Ringe: | 
My flaming loveto thee;: 

Nor torrents of turmoil * beat down 
The zeal that burns in me: : 


In vain by flatt’ries or by fears 
a hell and g2 rth combine: . 4 
Riek Sera the fire of love, that bears 
{tam p'fo much divine. 


BURWIS black, nor dev’l, nor man, 
Nor air, nor earth, nor fea,” 

Nor life, nor death, nor, angels can , 
Divorce my love from thee t. 


Were wealth to: bribe my lomg,: : could 9 
The golden bait difdain,: fo} 

Like de{picable dung that would. : 
Invade my, hearts I WARS 3 rcs 

I caft contempt:om ‘fwiters all, 
That dare compete) with thee; 

And value thrones:-ne more. than, thrall, 
Should they thy_ rivals be. 


Vet. 8. | We have a little fi Sifler, and fhe bath no 
breafis: what fhall we do for our fifter, in the 


day when fhe Si cass be {poker for?” 


Since now, ceeanieardii our: mutual love rf 
Is thus fo deep imprett ; 

May I this accefs {weet improve, 
That others-may be blett, 


Our little fifter,Lord,i {O.wit; « 
A barren Genttle'race; 4) s:o¥ 
With all uncall’d, unfav’d, as. set, 
Though chofen by. thy grace: 


She little knowledge hath, we fee, 
No fafhion’d breafts of late: ; 

No principle of grace from thee, 
Nor nurture from. above : i 


No, breafts of | confolation artes 
No word, no means of grace; 
No warm milk of inftruction meet 

To feed her flarving. race. 


What hall be done for her,. I pray, Bes 
And for her progeny, hy 
When they fhall on the marriage-day 
Be call’d to match with thee? 7? 


What for our fifter-church to come, . 
Which Jews or Greeks fhall hatch ; 

To bring her, to the marriage-room, 
And carry-on the match? |” 


‘CHR 18'S wan , 
Ver. 9. If fhe be a wall, we will build upon her a 


palace of filver ; and 4 if ‘fhe be a door, we will in- 
clo ofe her with boards of cedar. 


Love, Tl fafornal thee what we'll do, 
With this our-fifter dear, .. 
When by the gofpel-call I WOO, ie 
And {peak i into her ear. aap: 
If once the good work, were begun, 
As by my grace it fhall ; 
And fhe by faith on me alone 
Built like a brazen wall: ‘ 


* Buitle or ftir. my See, Rom. viii. - 35390 


ad Pfal. cxliv. 12. 
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We'll make the wall a work complete, 
A filver palace fair ¢, 

A temple for my holy Sp’rit 
To dwell for ever there. 


If once I make her heart a door, 
Wide ope to take me in; 

We'll as with cedar-boards fecure, 
And ftrengthen her within. 


We Father, Son, and: Holy; Ghoft, 
Will frame, advance, and crown 


‘Fhe happy building, at our coft, 


Which hell fhall ne’er pull down. 


Ev'n outcaft Gentiles bafe; at length 
The wond ring world {hall fee 

In num’rous iffue, beauty, itrength, 
And grandeur rival thee... 


The CHURCH’S Words. 


Ver. 10. Lama wall, and my breafts like towers : 
then was Tin his eyes .as one that Sound favour. 


Kind Lord, how gladly. do I hear 
Thy promife made to me, 

For elect fifter- churches dear! 
I roll their care on thee. 


My {weet experience clears thou wilt 
Thus kindly deal with them ; 

For I’m a wall moft firmly built, 

- And-rear’d upon thy name, 


Thou mak’ft my breafts of graces grow 
Like iv’ry tow’rs fo high; 

I truft what love to me doft fhow, 
To them thou won't deny 


When grace my unbelief deftroy’d, 
And on my rock me fix'd; 

Thy favour then my foul enjoy’d, 
With feet love-tokens mix’d. 


Then did my life’s'department thew 
Thine image on my heart; 

And thou thyfelf with pleafure view 
The grace thou didft:impart. 


I’m joyful when to mind I do 
Thefe happy days recall: 

By grace was I built up, and fo 
My little fifter fhall. 


¥ 


Ver. 11. Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; he 
let out the vineyard unto keepers: every one for the 


Sruit thereof was to bring a thoufand pieces of filver. 


Another object of my care, 
Befide our fifter dear, 

Is likewife, Lord, thy vineyard fair, 
Already planted here. 


Our Solomon, the Prince of peace, 
A vineyard did poffefs, 

And to a multitude.did leafe, 
And let it out to drefs. ; : 


At Baal-hamon, where he plants 
Upon a fruitful foil, 

And fervants with commiffion grants 
To keep it from turmoil. 


He takes the care in chief, but they 
An under-truft maintain ; 

He wakes and keeps it night and day. 
Elfe watchmen watch in vain |]. 


From ev'ry feryant there employ’d 

He ftill requires the rent . 
Of praife, for what they have enjoy’d, 
~ And work to his content. 


| v. I ps Phal. CHV. Te 


— 
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Fach one for fruit that he-affigns 
Proportion’d tribute:brings, ««, 
And renders for a thoufand: vines. 

A thoufand filverlings*» - 


Cir1s ts Wards. : 
Ver. 12. My vineyard, whichi is mine, 1s  befares me — 


My vineyard, Love, ‘the obje@ is ~~ * 
Of my peculiar carey® .% Ist 
My heart.and eye is. fix’d’on: this. 
More clofe than any. where. 


‘Tis mifie by {pecial right and grant, 
By blood:and conquett too; 

The ftate and cafe:of: ev'ry. plant’ 
Is always in my view. >. 


My vineyard in my bofom fet, 
Has therein.fuch a room, — 
A woman fooner can forget 
The infant of her-womb. > \ .0: 
Though nature fhould her’ frame’ deter, 
And mothers monfters prove; 
Yet Zion dwells upon the heart, 
Of everlafting love. 


The CHuRcH’s We rhe lassi 
— Thou,-O'Solomon, muft a, a thoufand’; “and thofe 
that keep the anit thereof two hundred.” 


Pec, Lord ; the vineyard i is ; thine ony: 
The charge is chiefly,thine; | 

Yet undér thee, thou haft made known, 
The charge is alfo mine ||.. 


This vineyard of mine‘own, alastro' 
Of late:I did neglect ; 

But now I will the truft, supueh grace, 
More earfully infpect. 


My graces, - talents, time, and all, 
That-Lreceive from thee, 

To hufband for thy fervice, fhall 
Be always.in mine eye. 


The fruits of gratitude Pll bring, » 
Which unto thee I owe: 

The vineyards revenue, O King, 
Belongs to'thee, 1 know. 


To thee a thoufand fold’ pertains; 
And when thou gett’ft thy due, 
-'To-under-keepers, for their pain, 
Two hundred fhallaccrue. 
‘Though none that labour in thy name 
Shall of thy praife partake ; 
Yet what refpect is due to them’ 
I'll render sor thy fake. 


Curist’s Word. 


Ver. 13. Thou that dwelleft m the gardens, the com- 
pamons hearken to thy voice : caufe me-to hear it +. 


O thou my bride, that lov’ft to haunt 
The gardens of my grace, 

And folemn inns where ev’ry faint 
Delights to fee my face; 


I'm pleas’d thou careful’ keep for me 
The orchards of my love, 

Until thy nobler manfion be 
The Paradife above. 


The faints, all thy companions dear, : 


To focial worfhip bent, 


. Are glad thy graceful words to hear, 
And to thy, voice intent. 


* Ta. vii. 23. 
to be Bie eheirch’s wor ds, are here alfo ref{umed as hers. 


PARAPHRASIE, Ge 


Fly, like a youthful hart.or r08, » me a. 


Cuare VII. 


Take this occafion in thy walk. 
To caufe me tobe heard ; 

Make me the:-fubject of thy lalla 
My name to be rever’d. 


‘And while they to my voice ‘give ra 7 


Caufe me to hear it too, . afi 
By flying pofts of frequent pray rcilker 3 
Full freedom I allow.) ¢0 i o ba 
I'll joy how oft I hear-from thee, 
Until the parting fkreeny), :..: 
And range of hills, ’ twixt thée and me, io 
No more fhallinterveem. i001) |) 99 9:11 


f ee 
€ rE 


The CuuRont s Words, if 


Ver. 14. q te hafle dis My, S odeendhs saat Fa is 
* lke toa roe, or toa young bart, Upon the. moun 


tains of pices. 


= — 
my fe 


US (OW 


Ah, Lord! ’ communion. ith erie now.” 
Is fweet, but quickly o’ér © °°" 
We muft-not.part but with a view ow 919\/ 
To meet again in glore. : .ashlog oT 


Mean time, let ftill frefli'hews' from thee 
(My foul from floth to aye 

Effect thy hearing oft planet. agg hes I 
As thou art pleas’d tounge: » 30h) 


But, O make‘hafte to bring me home; 
To that delicious place,’ * 

Where fears and doubts can never, FORME, at 
_ Nor clouds to vail thy face, ts ; 


On {peedy wings of love: 

I languifh ‘while Icfine semiaet Mile, 
And long to fing. above. « gous ok ager é 
’Tis good, indeed, to talte thy grace, 

In gardens here ‘below ;> 
But better far to fee’ thy face.) oli) iO 
Above, where {pices Hows? covied A 


Thefe balmy- heights thy glory. fills, Ee 
Till the refrefhing day : os 
But haft, my Love, ‘upon the ells; © 3th 30 

Love cannot bear delay Oi 


Thy fecond coming muft ‘be dear, 
O my Belov’d; to me; ~ 

For, when thou fhalt with clouds appeas 
Pll then be like to thees 


Thy foes that awful day 1 tay hate, 
And view with fearful grad Be; 

But, free of dread, I'long, I -wait:! 
My Love will be my Judge. 


I ardent pant’ mye reftlefs uaa 
To fee thee face to face:’' 

No lefs'‘than glory’ can» cage 
The appetite of grace.’ ” 


My months are ages _ of delay, 
Each minute flowly ‘wears; 

Till thy {wift chariot roll away 
Thefe rounds of tedious years... 


No balfom.can remede\ my. fore, sre 
Till Jefus, from, on high, ©. 


Shall cleave the ftarry plains, and ue . 


The cryftal mountains fly. 


Roll days and years out of the way” 
Between my foul and thee. 


.O hafte the confummation-day 5 uaipora: . 


AMEN, fo wy it bg age 


|| The preceding part of this verfe, though already explained, and apnea to si Be dog recone by as 
; + Or, caufe me to be heard, ~~ ees away 


The END of the PARAPHRASE on the Song OF SoLomon. 


e23 e 


ne ‘ é ri + ee ty 7 Ae 
7 - : anh Aah, 


VHB LIBERLG SIRI BS B SPSS Oe VPI SoS SRR VS SES SPCR LES 


SCRIPTURE SONGS. 


PoN Lo WO BOO: Chae 


Book I. Confifts of Otp-'T'estaMENT Sones; or, 
Sones upon feveral Se/ect Paffages in the Old Teftament. 


BN oe Se he Xx ce ad aes Bes 


Part I. Comprehends fourteen Porms upon fuch Paflages of Scripture as the 
‘Author has verfified from Gene/is to ‘Fob. 


Part IL. Contains Jozs’s Hymns; or, an hundred fhort PozMs, upon the fame 
Number of feleét Parts and Paflages of that Book. 


Part II. A New Version of the Song of Solomon, in eight Chapters. 


Part IV. Contains twenty-one PorMs, felected from Eccle/ia/fes, L/aiah, and 
Jeremiah. 
Part V. AShort Paraparase upon the Lamentations of Eon in five 
_ Chapters. : 
Part VI. Comprehends fix Pores, felected from the Minor Prophets. 


Book II. Confifts of New-T’esTaMeNnT SonGs; OF, 
Sones upon feveral Select Paffages in the New Teftament. 


PN} PeHsR EE. .Po A B TS. 


Part 1. Containing feventeen Sones feleéted from the hour Evangeli/ts. 


Part II. Comprehends twenty-four Songs feleéted out of the different poffo- | 
ical Epiftles. 


Part II. Confifts of fixteen SonGs avtracted from the Book of the Revelation. 
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T H E : 
my By ek woo ee ck 
: | _ 8-H BOW TD Noe 
“I HE work of turning all the reft of the Scripture Songs into meiré, as the Pfaims of David 
are, and for the fame public ufe, was propofed by the church of Scotland, tore th 2. 


fcope and intent ther 
Fs slaces where they ° 
mee oD ft, and moft ¢ fonan ith the c 


, 


commendation of the Affembly was give to Mr. Zacharias Boyd. He complied with the recommendation; for we’find the 

48. appointing two of their number to revife his labours: but they were never publickly approven of. — About forty years 

ere Was mpt to have this defigt plithed ; and fo we find a verfion of the mgs publifhed, 4nno 

or n: bu did not yield public fatisfaétion neith : 
vent arevifing: but none of them 


700 T H-EO PP [Ree § AvC. ss. 
I have not, in alland every one of the Scripture Songs, ftudied rhyme in the firf and third 


line of every ftanza; though, in the moft part of them, it is carefully obferved. That all may 
be blefled of God, for the edification of his church and people, is the earneft defire of their fer- 


vant, and yours in Chrift, | 


RALPH ERSKINE, 


ms A | . ay ra ‘ er 

To this account, given by thé Author, oftthe occafion anil defign of thefe Scripture Songs, it may not be im- 
proper to acquaint the Reader with the manner of their jirft publication, and the reafon of their prefent ar-: 
raw nment, : 

‘As to the manner in which thefe Songs were emitted ‘mtothe\world, it was at firft m four diferent tracts. 
It hath been already obferved, that the Paraphrafe on the Lamentations of Jeremiah was fir! publi/hed 
as afpecimen of the whole, with an intimation to any, who had a mind, to offer their remarks thereupon. We ne 
ver heard of any-obfervations madg to the Author upon it ; and.we are quite certam he himfelf made.no alterations 
upon it after the firft publitation.) The kindly\reception.rt met. with encouraged bim toprove 3) and the public was 
next favoured with A New Velion of theSong of Solomon, publifhed along with his large explicatory poem 
on that book. Some time after this he publifhed what was intiled, Job’s Hymns; or, bis poems on feveral felect | 
paffages of that book. Then we were favoured with the reft of the Scripture Songs, 7 three parts. All thefe 
were carefully revifed and prepared for the prefs by the Author bimfelf, except a few poems which tompofed-what 
wes called the third part of the Scripture Songs, which were not extracted Pai characters before. 
his death; but thefe were carefully revifed and compared with the oragina, Wns on, the. Reverend Mr, Henry 

we 4 face: 2 j fire 37 VY rOT? es 9 JUGHG SORE OT Tt ; JTS me. 


Colleétion of Scripture Songs. 70 effectuate this defign, they are divided into two books: the firp book. 


¥ 


‘Tt is probable, bad our Author lived fome time longer, be would have enriched this colle Hie Pieh esa 


work when providence put a period to bis natural hfe, and tranflated him to fing the Jong of Mofes and'the Lamb, 
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-COVEW YIN! ori) sae) 3 


MENT Sones; or, “Songs upon’ fever 
bfock aLW 


sig ages in the Old” Feftament.: 


Sa in pie et D'Hist sisrnge diinw efiasd words dda, meek 
ie TAN GARE ante lee 2-H a | aL: ateel d sid orien . 
ay: : ws a ae RN vy stg es ey gatothe se; «AT oR T DTD eon “ od me 4 1 ce or: 
mel a ware awkges th, akon gerdnoty 3: od 
Pora ms feleGted from feveral Paffages of Scripturé in the Hiftoriéal Parts ‘of the 
Bars. 7 "is maa me Old Teftamen' nt, Uz. ‘froin the Book, of. anal to Fob. rdigtin is 
a 4 — - = ie abbo eal OEE ti fisy oo" Ce 


Sore ey bel agreed, among’ the learned and i ing sf itive, that writings im poetry have been the firft that were 
me. leds ; t they 1 » if not prior to letters itfelf; nay, that.in Several nations 
mpofitions actually p rreceded at invention or ufage of letters. And in fuch veneration was this 
of v writing among the antients,-that their poets were called vates, prophets ; and their mufes were de- 
. 1. But which is s fill more certain and confiderable, the moft antient ‘compofi tion that we meet with in the 
Kay cred volume infelf, was the Song of Mofes at the Red-Jea, Exod. xv. which we find before the very firf 
: ae ntion of writing. ; for that Reciegs not till Exod. XVil. 14. when the Lord i imjoins Make to write a memo- 
‘ rial of the war with Amalek. ath g 
Many facred Songs ar ats} be met with in ibe Old Te cfhament, Seattered DOB in the Br iftorical and prophetical books, 


penned upon partic lar and remarkable occafions ; which, in the opinion of very competent judges, have in - 


. thent‘as‘true and noble: firains of poetry and piture, ‘as are to be met with in any other language whatfoever, 


m ae of all the: dfadvantage from tranflation into fo different tongues, and common profe ; nay, are nobler 
examples of the. true: fubline file of poetry than any can be found in the pagan writers; the 1 wages are fo 
rong, lively, and proper; the thoughts’ fo great, elevated, and profound ; the exp “effi ons Jo lofty, magn ifi- 
cent, and divine ; 3, and | the Sigures Hp eingretiea bold, and moving, that the repedcafae wianner of incl yrs 
j- 8 As gngeas quite animit ee ai 4 


f e — Some nooks ry impo at and highly interefing paffages of fcripture, very, appofite for. the matter of a load are 


alfa ver, d, thoug not fom the original. And although the hi iflorical parts of feripture afford us the Leer 
eo le bi panier either of thefe, or r poctical i deh ye the shige’ ——— are sees therefrom. = 
pee a ‘ “ ailgica 20 giaut-e ‘a Tet EX, if | 3 3 
estinssig) Us 59 pig, Unity 2 itidmgil =. “On man he did Digi image draws 
Sit itilo Wiwrs iter Thus fair at. firft he ftood, . 


e. Tat Six 24 s Work; Ory t the. Fo of Chapter, When God review 'd | his works, ead faw 


dies of Genefis com nenicede ®. | That all was. very, good. + anh 
"adh ook as eres fire digsle. But foon.as man, .b fin's inrode 
ME firft day at, Jehovah’s, word, ya ! y j 


Was ftain’d, the chan ge was fad! 
ies rane uaa! from aarp all, . Of all the fix days. work of God, | eT 
Did eav’n, ar om mages 4s afford, — ARGS beft - was very, bad is ea 
eee eg form ‘the {Paci 10US + bpsamenie | 
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Did cute ¢ tL ( fons : 
But op’d the ‘door! of | x 
ass thus Jehovah’ ipakes wore 
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§ O.N-G Il. 
The Ten Plagues of Egypt named and juftified. 
Exod.'Vii. viii ix. x. and xit. chap. 


‘@) 
1) 


HE firft, their water turn’d to blood, 
Their blood thirft to requite. 
The fecond, caus’d vile frogs to ctoud, 
To ‘venge their crocking fpite. 


‘The third, turn’d all. their duft to Lice, 

Li Theis lordid ways!tot ‘wreak. ~ 

The fourth, made fwarms. of flees vi 
Their foating pride to“eheck. . 


The fifth, their beafts with murrain ill d, 
To fmite their brutifh kin. 
The fixth, with doz/s their bodies fill’d, 
To fcourge the blains of fin. 


-The feventhsrdeftroy’d with fre and hail, ~~ 

we LeROLE, fury to aflwage. | 

The eighth, made Jocufts fierce prevail, 
To recompenfe their rage. 


.The.ninth, thick darkne/s on them drew, 
For doubling Ifra'l's tales. 

_ The tenth, all Egypt's jirf-dorn flew, 

asi. ¥OR murd’ ring Ifra’l’s males. 


S°O8,.NG IV. 


“Lhe Song of Moses, when the Ifraehtes were de- 
lvered out of the Hands of the Egyptians. 


Exod.. Xv, 1-21. 


Ba Hal oad hee 
. Lhe Loryv’s Praife celebrated for his own Excel- 
lence, and overthrowing bis Enemies. 
a wT LL fing unto the Lord, who doth 
His glorious triumph thew ; 
» For he the horfe, and rider both, 
Into the ocean threw. 


. Weak was I, but the Lord’s my ftrength ; 
Dumb, but he’s now my fong; 
Loft, but he istbecome at length 
All my falvation ftrong. 


He is my God, I'll him prepare 
An habitation nigh ; 

My father’s God, with double care 
I williexalt him high. 


3, The Lord’s a man of war, I boaft © 
The Lord his name to be; . ~ 

. He Pharaoh’s chariots, and his hoft, 
Hath caft into the fea, 


. He did his chofen captains drown, 
Within the Red-fea' brink ; 
The deeps them. hid, to.th’ bottom down 
They like a ftone did fink. 


reg Se right-hand, O, Jehovah, did 
Its pow rful glory, fhow ; 
Thy right-hand, .O Jehovah, did. 
In pieces dafh the foe. 


7. Soon in,thy, greatnefs excellent, 

Thy foes thou. ruin’d haft; 

And forth, thine indigation fent, 
Did them as ftuble watte. 


. Lo! at thy noftrils blaft, on-fight 
The waves combining poles. 38T 
Floods, aa an heap, did ftand upright 
The d deeps in mid- fea. PROZC ys a cier cia, 


. They raging. foe thus fpoke i in. pride, : 

e Ul.now purfue them hot; 9% 

“T will oertake, Twill, divide ., 
a oe {poil upon the oa 
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we 
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PANS 


S ONG S. Book I. 


r. © My luft its fatisfaction full 


“ Upon them fhall enjoy ; 
“My bloody fword,draw-forth-I will, 
“© My hand fhall them/deftroy.” 


But when thy wind did blow, with fpeed 
The billows were their graves;- 


» For down they fank, as pond’rous lead, 


Within the mighty waves. 


» fthy orders one he eRe - ait 3 
- Thy proud EF gyptia 5 gme M 
Who, boldly. daring to purfue, " 
Were) ih the océan 1éft.J\ >. 
SEC Te Uy 


The Lorp ekiélledt jor his wonderful Works i on 
Di Gt Me: Arye 
“Who j is ite thee a ae frei 
Lord; who ié liké to’thée ! 
So vatt, fo infinite the odds, 
_ Where can thine. equal, be! 


In. holinefs »moft glorious, 
In praifes fearful too; 

In doing ‘wonders’ marvellous) 
None elfe the like can do! 


When thou but ftretched?t thy ahichana 
The earth obedient rofe, ~_ 

With open mouth, at thy command, * 
And {wallow’d up thy foes. | : 

Thou, all the folk thou did:t redeem. 
Haft led, forth in thy grate ; 

And, in.thy ftrength, vhaft prise them. 
Unto thy:holy place. 

People fhall ‘hear\and* fens, and 6 
In grief and anguifh pine; 


. Sorrow fhall catch the folk that ds “ " we 


a 


16, 


is 


18. 


21. 


scat eidd 8 v7 


Inhabite Paleftine: 


On Edom’s dukes amazing fits, 
On Moab’s men of might 
Trembling fhall feize; all Canaanites 
Shall melt away otttright. 


Great fear and dread fhall'them arreft, 
Thine arm’s' great mightinefs - 

Shall ftill them, as a ftone fuppreft, _ 
Till once thy people pats ; 


Till once the folk, thou. chofen hatft, ; 
Pafs over by, thy grant. 

To th’ mountain thou inheriteft, 
Thou 'lt them bring in and plarié. : 


The place, O Lord, phigh HOR haft ‘fade, 
To be thy dwelling fin 

The fanctuary. eftablith eae 
Firm, by‘thy hands divine. 


The Lord. fhall ever reign,. who hath | 
“Such fame by Pharaoh’s plea, 


. Whofe chariot, horfe, and cavalcade, pi 


“Soriadly: took: the fea” 


Por chien’ the Lord upon their head, 
Roll’ ‘'d bac the waves. BO 3 

But on dry land went Ifra'l’s feed 
Amidit the loven main.’ ; 


Lg HG TT.’ ofyed.b a 
% Mi Rt Aw’ S Anfucer, 
tel ib atise: Pati 
Sing g to the Lord, who made his name, 
In ‘pomp: triumphant knowns: fo 
The horfe and rider: both; »by-hinn, : git 
Were in the oceanthrown. 1. .1 0 Y 
| sheshed? * 
SONG 


tots aavlesig od 
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C 8:2 Oro GiainoY, Ver. My dottrine down like rain fhall drop, 
The Ten Commands abridged and werfified. 2. . My {peech diftil like dew ; 
Exod: xx. 3,—18. As fmall rain chears the tender herb 


(1.] N O' God but me thou fhalt adore, And fhow’rs the grafs renew. 


Iam thy Géd alone’: | 3. Becaufe aloud I publith will 
[2.] No image’ frame to bow before, Jehovah's name abroad, 
But idols all‘dethrone: Afcribe ye glory to. the Lord, 
[3.] God’s glorious name take not in vain, BG BESS ast nae 
© For be rever’d He will 4. The Rock whofe work moft perfect is, 
4] His facred Sabbath dén’t profane, . His ways all judgment be; 
Mind i it is’ holy fill 2° A God of truth, and without fin, 
[ oe To parents render due refpect, ‘Both yuk. and fight is he. 
| This may thy life proton g’ | 5. But they have ftain’d themfelves, their {pot 
(6). = murder fhun and ‘malice: check, Is not the {pot of fons 3); 
“Tondo ‘man’s lifé-do! wrong. ° For they a crooked nation are, . 
[7 j From hoilphtsorenibieastabakabtain, Arrace Of pereciic Ones. 
F From ‘words and actions vile. ™ ©  6.-O!.\do.you'thus. requite the Lord, 
[8.] Shun theft'and all unlwful gain, _ Unwife and foolith: ye? 
og -0 © Nor gather wealth by sore: Is not the Lord thy Father kind, 


[9.] Falfe witnefs flee, and fland’ring fpite, That bought, made, fettled thee? 


Nor wilful lies ‘invent.-* 2 - 
[r0.] Don’t covet what's thy neighbour’ sright, Secor. IL. 
_Nor harbour difcontent. 


Ses Sait sii ae oats 
7. Mind days of old, mark what the years 
Submiffion and Deliverance ; ar, Gon's appearing m From ag 96 488 HeFeR: 


Extremity, as Season eee offerings his Son. Thy father afk, he will thee fhow; 
en. XXi.. 0, 19." Thy elders, they will tell: 


- ORD, we; through grace, at didemnwttind; ; las Bets 
bo ich arama embionen Per ra emer aed 


Refign ‘our {pirits to-thy hand,” : : 
When. Adam’s fons:lee fet apart, 
a mould tie to thy, wall. ; To each their proper find 
he pairks ¢ vn reveal Meares He wifely fet the people’s bounds, 
53 Jutt to the number’d race 


Give up.our, comforts to the Lord, é 
: Of Iftal’s' feed, whom, he defign’d 
To whom they-all belong,’ To occupy their-place; 


He will reftore what. we: refign, . Becaufe Jeéhovah’s ‘portion’ is 


Or grant, if not-the fame, : +e Hi 1) Geo Re Hen 
Some other bleflings more divine, Vi i alg 
The lot of his inheritance 


To clear our-higher claim, Is Jacob’s feed rerlown'd: 


i at Sh ee ae 10. He found him in a defart watte, 


; In howling defarts dr 
And ftrai he: repar'd- the dreadful ft ok ) y: 
fy pa Gece s dife: . pi He led him round,2him taught, him kept, 


. As th’apple of his eye. 
Abra’m, forbear, the angel.cry'd, « h’eaele fonda h ft, 
Poticle not! thy darling: fon ; it. As th’eagle fond ftirs up her ne 


Thy, faith is fhewn, thy love is try’d, And‘ffutters o'er her young, 


The great Things Gov had done for IsRAEL. 


raty Spreads out, and then upon her wings 
ae Obs hele ae donshiii0 3 Then takes and bears along? - ; 
Thy fon fhall live; and-in: thy, feed 
That hall of Iaac fpring;: rn 12. Ev’n fo the Lord along him led, 
All nations {hall -be-blefs’d indeed;>. . No hel e elfe pid highs e é 
And death fhall lofe its fling, s an afliftant, join’d with him,’ | 


No foreign god could vye.: 
13. On earth’s high places, forts, Ai holds, 
He made him ride in ftate, AD, 
That of the increafe of the fields, © 
“USES He. might with pleafure eat. 
Of honey fweeét, for him to fuck, 
He madéthe rock ithe foil ; 
And made, for him, the’ fiinty = 
Produce the finett oil. > 


s ue 2 Nc Ht pee ‘14, Butter of kiné, aia Milk of tides 


The Pro beticil So Moses, fed: th Gop’s Were réady thee to! feed; 
Mirey and b teh ee ish ae mS m With fat of lambs, and goats, = rams, 


F f SECT. * ‘Gop, and ISRAEL ¢ varackerized. ' That were: of: Bethan’ § breed: 
Sas "O ye heay’ ns! give ear, ru fet ; With fat of whea aten- ‘kidne = aim 


Juft in the latt diftrefling hour, 
When quite we feem undone, 
The Lord difplays deliv’rin g pow’, 
“Afid thakes his’ dilercy known. 


tye 


pid earth! att So plump and lafge the-thapess! © 
"To the inftr Fea regoial ou ae And for thy drive ishininertoine,! a 
zt rudtion yi AYOME he: fete blobdat sp feo 
An €ar devoutly, lend. ae He ee" oT se ia ; very ty ai + per | 
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19. 


Ver. 


SCRIPTURE 


Srot. Ill. 
JESHURUN’S Ingratitude and Sin. 


But, ah! Jefhurun when poffett 
Of plenty, foon withdrew 

From God}:and like a pamper’d beatt,- 
Both fat ‘and vitious grew. . 


Ungrateful he forfook the God 
Did make and him redeem; 
The rock of his falvation, thus, 

He lightly did efteem. 


. Yea, with ftrange gods they ftirred up 


His jéaloufy like fire ; 


And with abominations great 


Provoked him to ire. 


. Altars to ‘devils, not to God, 


For facrifice they rear’d: 
To gods unknown, new upftart gods 
Their father’s never fear’d. 


The mighty Rock, that thee begat, 
Is from thy mind remote ; ; 

Thou haft the God, that formed thee, 
Ungratefully forgot. : 


When this Jehovah’s eye beheld, 
He did them flight and loath, 


For the provoking of his fons, 


And of his daughter’s both. 


20. He faid, ’']H hide from them my face, 


See what their end fhall be, 
For they’re.a very froward race, 
A faithlefs progeny. 


. They have me mov’d to jealoufy, 


With that which is no god; : 
To wrath they:have provoked me ;, ... 
With idols vain and odd: 


So them to wrath T'll move with thefe 


That are no people now; 
And, with a foolifh nation, will 
Provoke,and vex.them too. 


SEC ia Ws 


Gon’s Indignation againft IsRakL for their Sins. 


22. 
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For in my indignation hot 
Enkindled is a fire, 

Which to the loweft hell fhall burn, 
With unappeafed ire: 


It fhall confume the earth with all 
The increafe fhe diftills ; 

And, flaming fierce, fhall fet on he 
The bottoms of the hills. 


. Mifchiefs I will upon them heap, 


Mine arrows on them fpend. 


. With hunger burn, with heat devour, 


With ruin fharp contend. 


' Tll fend on them the cruel teeth | 


ar. 


SRE . 


Of beafts, with greedy guft; 
The. poifon likewife of the {nakes,..’ 
That-lurk among the duft. 


The {word ‘without, and dread within, 
Shall-youths and maids deftroy ; | 

The fucking: children alfo reave, |., 
And hoary heads annoy. 


. Thus faid I, .J will fcatter shea 


To corners out.of ken; . ; 
And make their whole remembrance ceafe 
Among the fonsofmen: 
But that I fear’d their wrathful. foes, 
To flrange behaviour prone, 
Would proudly fay, Our hand i is facie 
Not Jan all this hath done. 
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35° 


36. 


37+ 


38. 


SONGS. Book, I. 


.For they a foolith nation? are, 


So void of. counfel found; 
"No underftanding is in, them, 
Nor knowledge to be found. 


. But, O that they were wife in heart, 


That this they underftood,..,.. 4 > 7 
That they would mind their latter end, 
To their. eternal good! 


For, how fhall one, a: shoufand. chafé, 
And two, .a,thoufand rout,.~) .:42 10.) 

Had not the Lord; their rock, them fold, 
And fhut up round about? | MO aie 


For their, Rock, cannot! equal ours, 
Whofé powrfuperior known, |). fd] 
Our foes. themfelves are, to their, colt, nat 
As judges, forc'd.to own. 1 fet 


For, lo!. their: vines ot Sodom anes. ; 
And. of Gomorrah’ S. field; 


Je ar 


f ! 
onde '.8) 


.Their grapes.are leaner “grapes of ‘gall, 


That bitter clufters yield. ek fol 


Like to the dragon’s poifoni is , 
The wine which they. produce, «(¢ 
And, like the-cruel gall of afps,)~ 
For killing, not for ufe. - : 


And is not this laid up in fore, 
Recorded in my mind,’ 

Seal’d up*among my tieafiires’ hid 
Until the time defign’ dis 


To me belongeth vengeance jutt, 
And recompence of wrong; 

Their foot:fhall therefore’ furely fide 
In. feafon due ere long: 


The day:ofrtheir calamity.” YD 
Is very near at hand; 5 ad 

The woful things to come on them : 
Make hafte'at my command..') ” ©+ 


But yet the righteous’ Lord will hee! i 
His people with allay 3’ 

And for, his-fervants will-himfelf' \ 
Repenting, change his way: 


When he’obferves their pow’r is gone, is 
And they, of help bereft, 

Are to the laft extreme reduc’d, . 
And none. fhut up-or left. VBE! 


Then to difgrace their idols vain, {| 
Where are their gods? he'll fay, ’ 

Their rock, on whom they bafely threw 
Their confidence away; 


Which ate their facrifices fat, 
Drank their wine offerings too? 

Let them rife: up to be your: BCP 
And your: pre uee now. 


a on 


Conclufion of the Song ; ; including Glory to pee Tern 


39: 


ror to his as and a> to bis People. 3 


See thes that T now, evn T am, 
No God'there is with'me: | ) Naegee 

I kill and quicken, wound and Hibs sy 
None can my fury flee: 


ree 


From lafhes of my lifted hand, 


40. 


There’s none that can‘ ‘deliver, e 


‘For Tift’ up my: hand to eat nD, ee = 


shit: ey 1 live oS ever. 


+ ree 


hae 34 i « ol 
hepa my ‘hes bal Dib 2 
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Se GO RMIOP &F Us Re by 
Ver. Vil make my“arrows'drunk with blood, Ver. 
42. (My fword with fleth inclofe,). - : 8. 


With blood of flain, and captives both, 
From firftrévenge of foes. 

43. Of joy-and fing; ye natidns all, 
Wath people that are his; 

For he'll avenge his fervants blood, 


Which to himt'precious is: © 
He'll render Vengeance t6'hig foes, =< 
With his uplifted hand} °°) | 
But favour to his people:fhow, 
_ And mercy‘to‘his land/*? © °° 
| boob die @ ioctl ccc 
Mo SES’S laft Words; or, the Excellency of Iswa EL, 
Deut: xxiii, 26,29. 
AER E’s none like.to Jefhurun’s'God, 
: Who ridés,ithy helper high, 
» On Meay'n;' andin his pomp abroad * 
Upon, the azure fky. 005 55 
27../chyeternal God-thy home fecure, 
And refuge is: from: harmsi;:\ «. 
And-underneath, to prop thee fure, 
Are everlafting arms:* =) ))-5! 0: | 
. Before’ thy face he’ll drive the foe, >.” 
That; would thy reft annoy; «~ 
igHis, pow'r refiftlefs, to o'erthrow,)-)) = - 
Shall need but fay, Defroy.. 
28. Then-dira'l fafe-alone fhiall: dwell ; 
And. Jacob’s eye fhall view, } 
Thedand, where corn and wine excell, 
And- heaven diftills; its dew. 
29. O Ifradtchappy in thy Lord; | 
No people’sifafe-like thee: . 
He's of thy help, the-thield, the fword 
Of thy excellency. ) | 
Thus)arm’d;thy-foes {hall ftoop to thee, 
To feign’d fubmiffion aw’d; 
Thou-fhalt tread.down their places high, 
Their fence of lies and fraud.; ~ 


9°90 ONG hix 
The Song of DEBORAH and BARAK, on ISRAEL'S 
fignal Victory over King JaBin. 
ioge g/HOReS Vit, — gi 
RAISE ye the Lord, for the revenge 


oe 
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2 P 
Of Ifra’l on his foes, Tae 
When for the war the people bent, 
As volunteers arofe. === 
3. Ye kings, give ear; ye princes, hear; 
¢.y Attention fets you well; Tots 
I'll fing to Jan, I'll fing to Jan, 
The God of Irael. ~~ 
4. "Lord, when in ftate thou went’ft from Seif, 
In march from Edom’s field, . 
The éarth did quake, the heav’ns did drop, 
The clouds their fhow’rs diftill’d. 
5. Away before Jehovah's face, 
The melting mountains wore; 
Before Jehovah Ifral’s God, ~~ 
_ As Sinai blaz’d afore. 
6. In Shamgar fon of Anath’s time, 
In.Jael’s troublous days, 
The roads infefted were untrode, ~~’ 
And trav’lers took by-ways. ~~ 
7. Then Ifra'l’s villagers harrafs’d'’ 
Did ceafe; through fear, did ceafe, 
Till I, Deborah, rofe; Irofe 
A mother there for peace. 
VoL. Il. . 
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New gods they cliufe; then wars arofe, 
And {pite of gates were keen: 

Where was in l{ra’l fhield or fpear 
"Mong forty thoufands feen? 


795 


« My heart is tow’rd the governors, 


That rule in Ifra’l’s coatts, 
Who ‘mong the folk were volunteers : 
Blefs ye the Lord of hofts. ' 


. Speak, ye that on white afles ride, 


Ye that in judgment fit; | 
And. ye who fafe can tr ad the way, 
Speak out his praifes fit. - 


Who freed from.cruel archers noife 
In places they traverfe 

For drawing water; there fhall they 
The Lord’s juft atts rehearfe; 


Jut a&ts for villagers of his 
In Ifra’l, their releafe: 

Then go the people of the Lord 
Down to the gates of peace, 


Awake, awake, Deborah, now; 
Now tune the harp of praife: 
Awake, awake, with lifted voice, 

A fong of triumph raife ; 


Rife, Barak, and ftir up thyfelf, 
Thou Abinoam’s fon; 

Lead captive thy captivities, 
And pufh the conqueft on. 

Jehovah gave the remnant mean 
Rule o’er the nobles then; 

And ev’n to me, 'a woman weak, 
Pow’r oer the mighty men, 

From out of Ephraim the root, 
’"Gaintt Amalek was there; 

Which led -by thee, ftout Benjamin, 
Did ’mong the folk appear. 


Frony Machir came the governors, 
From Zebulun the {cribes, 

(Whoft prudent writs, with fkilful pen, 
To battle promp’d the tribes.) 


The peers and tribes of Ifachar, »: 
Clofe by Deborah went: 

And Batak nimble was on foot 
Into the valley fent: 


When Reuben faint ftood far-apart, 
Nor join’d to quell the foes ; 

For his-divifions, fad and {mart, 
Great thoughts of heart arofe. 

"Mong fheepfolds why didft thou abide, 
The bleeting flocks to wait? 

For Reuben’s rents, and ruptures wide 
Heart {crutinies were great. 

By Jordan why did Gilead flay? 
Dan in his. {hips abide? —_. 

And Afther, by the ocean. fhore, 
In creeks his valour hide? 

Zeb'lun’s ftout folk, and, Naphtali’s, 
Their rifked lives did yield; | 

Fearlefs to face the front of. death, 
Upon the open field, 


. In Taanach, by Megiddo’s ftreams, 


The kings did fight and fall; 
No money gain ot Ganaan’s kings, 
But fought pes. forfeit all. | 
From heav'n above the fiery hofts . 
Fought with athund’ring form; 
Stars, in their ranks and courfes high, - 
’Gaintt Sis’ra fought inform 
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Ver. 


21. 


24. 


as: 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


Lee 


SCR TP T UR. ED 


The river Kifhon, thar old ftream, 
Made ready for the prey, | 
By {welling to a torrent rofe, 
And fwept them clean away. 
O thou, my foul, through God,’ thou haft, 
(Let God be praifed then) 
By means of weaknefs feminine, 
Trod down the ftrength of men, 


_ Then were their warlike horfes hoofs 


Broke by their pranfings mad; 


- The pranfings of their mighty ones, 


Their boatted cavalcade. 


. (Thus faid the angel of the Lord) 


Come, curfe ye Meroz all; 
On each inhabitant thereof 
Let bitter curfes fall: 


For daftardly they loll’d at home, 
And came not to, nor’chofe 

Jehovah’ s help, Jehovah’ s help, 
Againft the mighty foes. 


Bove women Jael, Heber’s wife, 
The Kenite, blefs’d fhall be; 

’Bove.women, tim’rous in the tent, — 
The bleffing gain fhall fhe. 


He water fought, fhe gave him milk, 
For drink to his content; 

And butter in a lordly difh, 
Did cunningly prefent. 


. The nail fhe in her left-hand took, 


The hammer in her right; 
Then. hammer’d foftly Sifera 
Down to the ground on fight. 


When througlr his temples the had pierc’d, 


And ftricken on the {pot; 
Then, fearlefs, fhe his fetter’d head, 
From off his fhoulders fmote. 
Thus at her feet he bow’d, he fell, 
And ftruggling lay decoy’d; 


-Proftrate he fell; and where he bow’d, 


There down he fell deftroy’d. 


Sis’ra’s vain mother (fwell’d in thought, 
That fhe him victor fpy’d,) 

From out the window glaring look’d, 
And through the lattefs cry’d; 


“ Why ftays fo long his conqu’ring car, 
“ With trophies at his heels 

“ Triumphant led? Why tarry thus 
“ His rapid chariot-wheels?”. 


Her ladies wife about her made 
An anfwer to her mind; 

Yea, fhe herfelf did to herfelf 
The following anfwer find ; 


“ Have they not fped? and is not this 
“ The reafon of their flay? 

* That full they may the booty view, 
“ And diftribute the prey? 

“« To every man a maid or two, 
“ By poll, to call their dues; 


To. Sifera, beyond the reft, 


“ A prey of divers hews? 


“ Of party-colour’d needle-work, 
‘“* Wrought fo upon each fide, 

“ Meet for the necks of them that do 
“ The joyful fpoil divide? 


So let thy foes all perifh, Lord, 
But let thy friends upright, 

Be like the fun, when going forth, 
In his refiftlefs might. 


SO NG S&S ' Boox: I. 


S$ -O°NeGro Xe: 
HANNAH’ s Song’ of Thanklving. to Gop. 


1Sam. ii. 1,—10. 
er Mv heart doth in.the Lord rejoice; 
My horn’s.exalted high:, , 
" My mouth’s enlarg’d above my foes; 
For in my help I joy. . 
2. There is none holy as the Lord; 
For none can equal thee: 


Nor any rock, with fuccour ftor'd, 
Like to our God can.be. . 


3. Let no more proud nae aeantunue chat, 
_ From out your mouth proceed ; 
The Lord’s a God of knowledge great; 
By him are actions weigh’d, 


. The boafted bows of mighty men 
Are broke in fhreads:at len gth; ~ 
But, lo! the ftumbling feeble ae 
Are girt about with ftrength. ~ 


5. The full have hir’d themfelves for corn} 
The hungry ceas’d to moan? 94°. 
The barren woman feven hath eee # 
The fertile feeble grown. 


6. God kills, and quickens thefe that vf | 
Brings to the grave, and'froz  * 

+. Makes poor and rich; degrades the high, 
And elevates the low, 


8. From out the duft the poor he rears; ~ 
From dung the beggar brings, 
To fit with peers, and hold, as heirs, - 
The pompous throne of kings: 


For, to the Lord of lords alone 
Earth’s pillars appertain; 

He fets the lower world thereon, « 
The fov’reign o’er the fwain. 


9. Of faints he'll keep the fooifteps ev'n,: 
But lay proud foes in goal 
Of filent darknefs; for ’gainft Heav’n, 
By ftrength fhall none prevail. 


The adverfaries of the Lord 
Shall broken be tofhreads: 

He out of Heav’n the wrath they ftor'd, 
Shall thunder on their heads. * 


He'll juftly judge the earth all o’er,, 
His King he'll fortify; 

And his Anointed’s horn and pow’r Pe 
Men fhall exalted fee. 


S O N-.G. S&L. 
Davip’s Lamentation over SAUL bad ATHAN. 
2 Sam. i. 19,27. or 


19. TP HE flow’r of Ifra’l, ah! is. flain 
Upon thy places high: 1 

How are the mighty fall’n amain, . a 
And down fo fuddenly! . 


20. O! tell it not in Gath among 
The heathen people there; . 
Nor in the ftreets of AfhKelon, , - 
Thefe doleful news declare, 


Left Philiftines, their daughters pleas’ d, 
Should flufh’d with gladnefs be: 

Left daughters of th’ uncircumcis ‘d. 
Should boaft triumphantly, _ 


21. Ye mountains of: Gilboa: fad, 
Let no more dew nor. rain, __ bit} 
Nor fertile fields of off ‘ring glad, | 
Henceforth on. you remain: 


Im 
om 9 


LO, 


| Parwt. 


Ver, For fhields of mighty ‘men were there 
Loft, with a fhameful foil; _ 
The fhield of Saul, as if he ne’er ~ 
Had fhar’d th’ anointing oil. 
22, From blood of flain, from fat of flrong, — 
Nor Jon’than’s bow turn’d back ; : 
Nor Saul’s drawn rapier from among 
Their foes without effect. 


23, Courageous Saul, and Jon’than rare, - 
Both lovely ones and fweet: 
They in their lives moft pleafant were, 
And in their death unite:; = 
More fwift than eagle’s wing’d they were, 
More {trong than lions great. 
24. Weep, ye that Ifra’l’s daughters are, 
‘O’er Saul’s unhappy fate; 
Who cloath’d you rich in fcarlet fine, 
Delightful to behold, 
And caus’d your ftudded raiment fhine 
With ornaments of gold. | 
25. How ’midft the battle, fhamefully, 
_ Are fall’n the mighty men! 
O Jon’than! on the places high, 
. Fen thou, alas! waft flain. » 
Jon’than, my brother dear, my mate; 
 Dittrefs’d I am for thee: 
Dear waft thou at the highett rate, 
And pleafant unto me: 


Thy wond’rous love to me furpafs’d 


: 26. 


The love'of women far. 
27. How have the mighty fall’n, and loft 
The inftruments of war! 


* ‘Sy O2N -G XI. 
.  Davin’s Prayer and Thank/giving, after 
Gon’s Promife to build him a Sure Houfe, 
~~ and to blefs him in his Seed: pointing at 
- . Curist and his Kingdom. 
‘. 2Sam. vii. 18,—29. compared with — 
1 Chron. xvii. .16,—27. 


Verfes ¥ ORD, who am I, ev’n worthlefs I! 
18.16. And what’s my houfe that thou, 
Ev'n thou, haft rais’d me up fo high, 
And brought me hitherto? 


19,17. Yet more than this, which unto thee 
A thing but {mall appear’d, 
Thou faid’ft, Thy fervant’s howfe fhall be 
To future ages rear’d; | . 


And haft, O God, in favour great, 
~~ Regarded abject me, 
According to the princely ftate 
Of one of high degree. ~ 


- 20,18. Expreffions fail me to relate 

~~ Thy favours fhown to'me; 

And for thy fervant’s honour great 
What more can, added be? 


Is thts the manner, O Moft High, 
Of man on earth? Sure no. 
What more can David fay to thee? 
Thou doft thy fervant know. 


21.49. Thou for thy word, thy fervant’s fake, 

As with thy heart’s defign, 
This ftore fo great and good doft make 

All known to me and mine. — 


22.20. Thy greatnefs then, O Lord, appears; 
_ And goodnefs uncompar’d: 
No God like thee, (no mortal ears 
Thine equal ever heard.) 


S¢ CORMIOP. 21 UF RE EY 7S COIN? &: 


7°7 


Verfes And what one nation here below : 
23.21. Is like thy people known, 
Whom God Redeemer went unto 
To win them for his own? 


That driving nations out by them, 
Who were from Egypt freed, 

Thou mighteft make to thee a name 
Of greatnefs and of dread? 


Great things for Ifra’l, yea, for thee, 
The great Redeemer plods, 

To fet thee from the nations free, 
And from their naughty gods. 


24.22. For, Lord,’ thou haft confirm’d for thine, 
Thy people Ifra’l fill, 
And to become their God and mine, 
Was ev’n thy fov’reign: will. 


25.23. What for my houfe and me was {pcke, 
Firm then for-ay be made; 
And never, Lord, thy word revoke, 
But do as thou haft faid. 


26.24. Firm beit, that thy fame abroad 


May till be publifh’d, thus, 
« “ The Lord of hofts is Ifra’l’s God, 
“ Whofe God is God with us. 


And, Lord, let this-be granted me, 
That, to thy lafting praife 

Thy fervant David’s houfe may be 

- Before thee fix’d always. 


27.25. For thou, my God, didft this impart, 


That built my houfe fhali be; 
Thy fervant hence found in his heart, 
To pray this-pray’r to thee. 
28,26. And now, O Lord, theu art that God, 
And true thy words will prove, 
Thou:‘haft me promis’d all this load 
Of goodnefs, in thy love. 


29.27.0 then, Lord, to thy fervant’s houfe, 
~* The promis’d blifs convey, 
That it may ftand, for holy ufe, 
Before thy face for‘ay. 


For fince thy word is paft, O Lord, 
That bleft my houfe fhall be, 

With bleffings fhall my houfe be ftor’d, 
And bleft eternally. 


ae @ aR ig Ooo. CE 


Davin’s Thankfgiving and Prayer, when he 
and the Princes offered willingly for building of 
the Temple. 

1 Chron, xxix. 10,— 19. 


E thou for ever blefs’d, O Lord, 
Our Father Ifra’l’s Gods 
For ever be thy name ador’d, 
And celebrate abroad. 


11. O Lord, the greatnefs and the might, 
And victory is thine; 
Glory belongs to thee of right, 
With majetty divine; 
For all’s thine own, both great and fmall, 
That heav’n and earth contain: 
The kingdom’s thine, thou doft ’bove all 
As head exalted reign. 
12. Both wealth.gnd honour come of thee; 
O’er all thou haft command, 
As fov’reign Lord; .ability 
And might is in thy hand. 


Ver. 


Io. 
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18. 


19. 


Pees Soe 


SCOR 1P TURE 


. Yea, thine it is to make them great 


And high, that.once were low; 
And ftrength on all in weakett ftate 
Benignly to beftow. 


:, Now, therefore, O our gracious God, 


We thank thee, and proclaim, 
With grateful lips, the praife abroad 
Of my moft glorious name. 


. But, who am I! and what are thefe 


My folk, that ev’n to us 
trength fhould be giv’n, with willingnefs, 
To bring fuch off’rings thus? 


For all things come of thee, O Lord; 
We give thee but thine own; 

And what thy bounty did afford 
Reftore to thy renown. 


_ We but fojourn like ftrangers here, 


As all our fathers did; 
Our days a pafling fhade appear, 
None do on earth abide. 


_ Of thine own hand, O Lord, it came, 


That we prepar’d this ftore, 
To build a houfe for thy great name; 
For all was thine before. 


. My God, I’m alfo fure of this, 


Thou try’ft the heart and reins; 
And that thy heart in uprightnefs 
A pleafure entertains. 
Now, as for me, with heart upright, 
Glad with thefe gifts 1 came, 
And here | fee a joyful fight, 
The folk have done the fame. _ 
Our fathers God, this frame of heart 
Keep thou continually, 
Within thy people’s inward part, 
_ And fix their heart to thee, 
Give Sol’mon too a heart fincere, 
To ferve thee evermore; 
And to erect the palace fair 
For which I heap’d fuch ftore 


S O23 Nice XIV. 
Davin’s loft Words, viewed m a twofold Light. 
2 Sam/ xxill. 3,—7. 
Sek Cate. 
Viewed as a Direction to Kings and Rulers. 


Be mighty God of heav’n hath fpoke, 


Let kings on earth attend ; 
To them and me doth Ifra’l’s Rock 
‘ The following meflage fend; 


Let mortals over mortals reign, 
In juft and pious mode, : 
With fceptres righteous toward men, _ 
Religious toward God. 


Ver. 


. A Grioriovs Ruler over men, - 


S ON G'S. - Boox I: 


Then beauteous, like the morning-ray, 
Shall be the ruling train; / 

And fweet, like fragrant flow’ry May, 
Refrefh’d with fun and rain. 


. Though not my houfe nor throne be fo 


Grown up with God, I grant, 
Yet he hath made with me, I know, i 
A gracious covenant: . 


"Tis everlafting, fure, ‘entire, “sos #00 
Well order'd every way: . 

’Tis my whole blifs, my whole defire, 
Though:he the: growth delay: - 


. But rebel fons of Belial muft 


The fceptre’s value:know, 

As both a fhield to fence :the juft, 
And {word'to lafh the:foe. 

To juftice, hurtful thorns’ be doom’d,’/ 
Not touch’d with naked hand, © 

But quite with fire and {word confum’d, 
In places where they ftand.: V 


* Se oer lon Het srk 
The fame Words viewed, according to. fonie Inter- 
preters, and the Dutch Tranflation, as a-Pro- 
phecy of CHRIST, the King of Zion: Whence 
they may be parapbrafed inthe following manner. — 


pe aes 


Shall in due time appear; 


. Juft, ruling ftill without a ftain, * Att’) 


6,7. 


And in Jehovah's fear. 


. Bright, like the rifing fun, fhall he 


In light unclouded fhine; 
Spread, like the verdent fpring, fhall be 
His influence divine. * © 1 ¥~. 


. Although my houfe be not with God 


So, as it ought indeed ; 
Yet ftands his cov’nant, wide and broad, 
With me, and with my feed: - 


To which it fhall for ever fure, 
And. all inorder fay,7> iam for 

Till he, in whom my line’s fecure, ~~ 
Set up his throne foray. 

He’s my falvation, my defire, ©” 
My all that God can bring; 

Though, till the time defign’d expire, 
He make him not to {pring, 

But, when he mounts, in royal ftate, 
His throne of righteoufnefs, . « . 

(Though ftill he'll keep the mercy-feat, 
And thence his fubjects blifs,) 


Yet fhall his fword of juftice chafe 
The rebel crew to hell, => 

And wafte his murd’rers in the place, 
Ev’n Salem, where they dwell. 
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r Amsid. slants toiuGd, Biel hig ee trintss- ihe ah ap 
Jos’sHymyns; or, Songs onfeveral Se/ec? Places in the Book of “fob. 
‘ Gren tol. diald oiirl s10ted / | pile . 


. Clee he mode 3 Ovstre vor hn 
Fi Casptieaiciaeali tiie ire MicsbieNook,vicssskO at Re re de NOH SALT on of 
the Scripture Songs were already attempted\in common metre, and ready to be tranfcribed, a queftion was put, 
__. Whether the book of Jos was:confidered in'that category? And though.a doubt was ravfed by the author, if it 
: was to be reckoned, among theimumber of the Jeripture fongs, yet.the queflion Jet him afterwards a mufing upon 
the fubject of this book. oh 2 CWOIG YI POIPWOT) * eae eta 


ry 


the time of the old patriarchs ; and hence it 1s reckoned probable, that this book of Fob is the oldeft book in ihe 

—-aworld. “WwW het ce / his. eminent piety and devotion is the more remarkable; that he bdd to advantage from the 

divine revelat ions made to Mojfes and the Fewifh prophets. The light that direCted him muft have been that 

which the BM ai arch had by oral tradition from Adam and Noah; or-by what God was pleafed to communi- 
cate fometimes by dreams and vifions in thofe early ages of the world. 0 - ye hy he 

The book of Fob ts doctrinal; it 1s a collection: of divine Morals: it directs us. what we are to beheve concerning God. 

It prefents us,;asone obferves, with a monument of primitive theology, a /pecimenof Gentile, piety y an expofition of 

the;book of providence, agreatiexample of patience, an illufirious type of Chrift, and a heroic magnanumity in fuf- 

Bien fering ; for, as it-bas been obferved conceriing him, he appears brave in diftrefs, and valiant in affliction ; main- 

a tains his virtues, and with that brs character, under the moft exa/perating provocations that the malice of hell 

| could invent, and thereby gives a moft noble example of paffive fortitude; a character no way inferior to that of 
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TRE CCE DELO os cee tke poy Raa gio bostol . +£) 
LT have not tranflated any of this book in a hiftorical, but rather fome parts of it in a doctrinal. way. The whole 
- hiftory of this book 1s fet forth in heroic rhyme, to very excellent purpofe, by that lofty poet, and eminent author, 
Sir Richard Blackmore: from whofe Parapbrafe on this book, though I bavé not followed him in every glofs of 
bis upon Jome texts, yet I have taken all the help and affiftance I could in framing many of the Songs into. common 
metres ‘and upon Jo many parts of this book, that not one chapter is overpaft without one or more Songs upon Juch 
. _— fubjects there as I judged moft fit to be the matter of fpiritual fongs. = 
3 _ Ldid not fee how the firict tranflation of this book, in a hiftorical way, would anfwer the end of pfalmogrophy ; and 
eS therefore, that I might extract from it a number of fongs, 1 have thought fit to pick out the places of this book, 
that appeared to me to be the moft doctrinal, practical, experimental, infiructive, or directive: And though I 


0 fee dre  purpofe, by any who have more frill and leifure than I: yet I have more fully infified 
“pon thefe chapters env a ah vt 


1e Julject of each fong anfwers the title given toit: and readers may, at their pleafure, choofe the 
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‘The manners of the age. 


710 


Ver. 
oe 


~ 


oe eel 


a iil ve ne. +. eS) A a oe 
| sc Ye HE Oe ee Re ok 
go! SUA O58 UO VNU UTS Hak & Ver. Behold! no trutt is put by him, y 
¢ Loffes thankfully received. a | 18, In yonder glorious cae . 
Job i. 21. Of bright immortal fe 


AKED at, firft, as any fwain, | 
N left my mother’s womb; 
And fhall anon return again — 5 
As naked to my tomb. © wd 


Who crown ‘d my life fo gay, the fame. 
May crufh it to the grave: 


Gad gives, and blefled be his name, | 


“He takes: but what he gave. 


While fmiling mercy crowned my brow, 
Its praife.abroad was fpread: _ 


: rh now adore the juttice. too, 


That ftrikes my comforts dead. 


39, POAT Hood. eB ONG) 0 Hh 


Patience in Tribulation. 


y ‘Job TR ROS Ses 


a V “HAT! fhalla man, a finful man, 


-A worm, with God contend, 
Difpute his will, his counfel fcan, 
His rule of juitice mend! - 


> Shall we receive his bleffi ings grand, 


Yet frowardly complain, 
“Whenever his:affli@ing hand | 
_ Greates us any pain! ©. 
Parkenee in trouble, though eben: 
We fhould fubmiflive fhew; 
> -Bleflings are not, yea, never were, 
But troubles are our due. 


<*" § ONG It, 
 Repofe in the Suid 
Job iii. 17, 18, 19. 


17. O Quiet grave, the wicked there 


No more the juft molett ; 


Th’ afflicted are at eafe, and there 


~The weary are at reft. 


18. There, clofe to the oppreffor’ s bones, 


- Sleeps the opprefs'd i Ta peace? - 
And there the pris’ners heavy moans 
And cries for ever ceafe. . 


- 19. The {mall and great, the friend and foe, 


+ 


The conquror and the flave; 
The rich and poor, the high and low, 
Are level’d in the grave. 


~ There lies the fceptre with the fpade, 


= - Sunk to the fame degree: 


. 


# aed 


And there the fervant-man, and maid, 
- Are from their mafter free. 

. The coward and. the brave alike, eae 
‘The peafant and the See Pa 

"The wife and foolifh, groud and theta. 
Ly undiftinguith’d t ere, ; 


© soul reft, to faints, in. heav’n is fix’d, - 
“But body’s reft, till doom, <a Ce 


. Is there, where faints and ee mix 'd 


-Poflefs BG air, QOS 


wae 3 


aut >. ye, mortal: man, aworthlefs wight, 


othe . ae) ON gigs <i ton BARC 


That ftand before his Diag 


Of folly comp’rative can he i 
His pureft ngels blame, 
Who} plung’d in his infini 
Before him bluth for fhan 
And hall vain man, in impure fate,» 


FP «am 
WG 2 TE 


os Will he witli his Creator great aa : eS Ri 
>... Prefumptuoully comendi: $8 fot at 
ee Loo iwtanss8: G a oe duels dears aa ta 4 
“Man Joorelived, and cusp pat, en 
uf a) hy LAO tien . ad 
Ky A Ver, 194.204 2. ir yedt tod oo 2 


Triumphs but for a MePR aiidorg 
t And but inhabits, for'a night, 9.0... 
A ‘houfe. of mould’ring clay... os eae = 


His ftrongeft lod ye, and Oy tal Fane eqns : 
Ts founded in the duft, women Mae * + oe 

‘Which; quickly falling, cuts b him fhor 
And difappoints his truft. ec a3 2 a 

For, but how foona g nawin orm 2 >a 
Or filly moth a3 4 8 e Awe aed 

The rampart cannot fland the e e ftorm a . 


The feeble fabric fails. 


4d: Laeerghin = 


20; The fap’d foundation evety: hows ford WE 
Thus piece-meal feels decay 3) 0% 
And. life, ev’n in its blooming flow'r, ot 
oes daily ‘fade away. Bb A ER, 
erifh: out of fight, Vi Ahi 


4 ae 


7 


So fatt men ° Se: 
a t fhone vat ch 
J fond | 


irises A : 
21, In vain no 0 power ; ea reg atchiev a, 
For help at laft ga cry: ‘ie 
For without wifdom, as they ie de i Pas : 
They in, thea sales ries ON 


: $i ct ae 
Sin a Canfe of Trouble. ee TA 


Joby. 6,7. 0 sone 
é. AUCTION fprings not from. the se 
Nor trouble from. the duft; sale 


_ Yet men are heirs of wo by birtl th; 
‘Sad heritage! bur juft. © 


7 Flames to ee clerseddaiesigy : asd 


Motto 


" witty Jon f : ag a ; 


| Ver. Confefling all my. fle and flaws, 


‘s a That made him. at BE TOD, 5. 3 
hee) I'd to my Judge commit my cafe, é 
+f Refer myfelt to ¢ re 


+ By humble re nation bow’ d- 
“Down at his feet I'd ly; 


4 


ies | And, through the Pamibs: sroning, blood, 
Re Would : ae a PET cry. , 
; NG. VI he 
= Con's great ee in the Kingdom DAL iv, 
ae bi bie, Besvigenec ancy Men; easctaly im 
hig fruf rating the ounfels of the proud, and fa- 
at ale sd farr e of the poor and bumble. 
ah Job ve 9-16. 4 
ae s are done of God moft high, 
ce. pines ite fearch exceed; — 


erlefs which every eye 
ith admiration ; eed. 


Bt. aw 


aS His providence t ‘mo t marvelous, 
ae When leaft nf 1 Hae ts 
ee yeas jut rig “a 
Pie. ey, ~ pay Stall, merciful oat 
ar 0, He pegs hi ¢ clouds, a the tkies, 
eae a ifin ae be old ‘ 


* ns | veh. 
en he his Sapte sah on silee 
Upon the mountains pours ; 
And on the valleys plenteoufly 
Si _. He theds prolific fhow’rs. — 
pas ee ‘He fets the fervant, that was low, | 


-. 2 ‘mafter’s place ; 
. ie t 


ri he tears of grief and wo 
os oe _From off the mourt er’s 
: 1a, He @ifappoints: the c afty 1 
-.... Their projet undermine 
© "He makes their deep devices vain, 

_ . . And»blafts their great defigns. 


13. He takes his wife politic foes, 
. In their own craftinefs; 
. Their froward counfels overthrows, 
. That would-his faints opprefs. 

Node _Againit themfelves he turns their arts, 
<a Confounds their wicked fchemes; 
Seri = proud and lofty hopes fubverts, 

id fr Sx all aie mrad. © ross 


fk) 


- Miftake 0 sage way ra light 
“And § ‘grope for da y at noon. 40."2 

SS athe pots s> 3; 
ey. ci But God th’ opp reffors ra geo 
~ Their fares and fataie d 

7 And. from the ‘proud and ; 
: _ Proteéts the ‘poor and oe Chics 


ina: 


: es; 3 
sear body mouth 


d that fought a 
rites of heaven. ix 


aa 


Part HL. a rane 2 & @. B's = mE MN) S » 2 | 7th 


Ver. His fkill binds aa mittee he made fore, 


18, 


rr: 


By -his incifion-knife;. 
‘He wounds 2nd heals, and does reftore 
From gates of ‘death to life. 


From num’rous troubles, various. woes, 
He'll fave and. fet thee free, 
And order to a joyful clofe, - 


This fcene of mifery. —— 


20. Thy life he’ guard with te te ete 


21. 


22. 


23- 


When famine threatens dea 
_ And from the raging {word thee {pare, 
When war breaks out in wrath. 


The pois’nous darts thrown at thy. name, 
From the invective tongue, 

Shall neither wound thy ftablith’d fame, 
Nor do thy. honour wrong. 


God’s hiding hand, when men difpraife, 
The fland’ring tongue fhall curb; 
Reproaches thy repute fhall raife, 
Nor once thy peace difturb, 


When grim deftruction; with her drove 
Of woes, fhall thake her {pear, 

Her threats tremendous fhall but move 
Thy laughter, not thy fear. 


All nature reconcil’d difplays 
Its care to give thee eafe, . 
When, thro’ his grace, thy righteous rays 
The God of nature pleafe. 


With thee {hall ftones, that load the field, 
Make league, thy part to take; 

And favage beafts, thy life to fteld, 
A firm alliance make. 


The fire, the air, the ear th, the feas, 
Each element ith thee, 

A lafting covenant of peace 
Shall ftri@ly ratify. 


~, 


24. Thy habitation thou fhalt know, — 


26. 


ere 


In quietnefs poffefs’d ; 
Thou fhalt offencelefs.come and £0, 
And find thy manfion blefs’d. 


25. Thy offspring and pofterity 


Shali num’rous be and great; 
Their increafe like the grafs fhall be, 
With beauteous flow’rs befet. 


Thou in full age, ripe for the urn, 
On death fhall chearful look, 

As when a full-grown fhock of corn» 
Invites the welcome hook. 


Weighrthefe undoubted truths fedate, 
And therein thou fhalt find, 

A fpring of confolation jena rae 
To 4S eae neind; PSR 


Terrors of Gop invading the So nl, 


esheets debe. a, Bnd sit aide $: Si 


OTs “ hte yd ical aE 


rh fae 


fy 


7 
er. Unutterable are the groans, 
My weary foul opprefs ; 


Nor have I words to fpeak my moans, 
Or fhew my deep diftrefs.: . 


4. The arrows of th’almighty God . 
Stick faft within my heart; 

-- Each feft’ring wound burns up my blood, 
And gives me deadly {mart. 


Arrows, whofe heads like flaming eyes, . 
And pointed lightning fhine ; 

‘Steep'd in the ftrongeft dregs and lees - 
Of fiery wrath divine. 


‘The poifon thereof raging high, 
Soon fpreads without controul; — 
Drinks up and drains my {pirits ‘dry, 

And eats into my foul. ’ 


God’s threat’ning terrors all drawn out, 
In order and array, 

For battle, clofing me about, 
Invade me every way. ~ 


S -OUNMGs (x. 
~ Gop “frooping to contend with Man admired, and 
his pardoning Mercy begged. 


Job vil. 17,— 20. 


it O WHAT is man, that worthlefs wight! 
’ That God fhould condefcend 
To magnify him, and in might 
With fuch a rufh contend! 


On brittle man, from duft brought forth, 
Wilt thou indeed beftow 

Such honour great! or is he worth 
Thy notice, or thy blow? 


Is fuch a mortal fit to be 
The object of thy rage! 

Wilt thou thy ftrong artillery 
Againft a worm engage? 


Or if i it is thy kindly aim, 
By this thy cha ing rod, 

The wand’ring finner. ‘reclaim, : 
And bring him back to God: if 


18, Still what is man, a bit of clay, 
That fo inceffantly © 
Thou dott him vifit every day, 
P ‘And every moment try? Bs 


20. Lord, I have finn’d, what thall I go 

ey, thou preferver Wedecee 

Remit my ‘guilt, remove my wo, 
And all my faults forget. 


Ss oO N- G ate 
Good Counjel and good Hope given to the he aflicted. 
Job viii. as Ze 
5. 1 F Cae bo fais the faa OF God, 


His juftice wouldft adore; | 


And, nes Bee by the rod, 


13 SCRIPTURE 


12. In moifture tich, See gay 


ee: EE ee ee 
SONGS. oe gf Bret Td 
a go 4B cid SONG Eh cilhvttodawt 
Time: and Li ife Short. ne 
ai S 7 Job viii. ry "E55 x +: ; 


i We RE but of yefterday’ s new mold, 
Our life's of no regard, 
" “When with our long-liv'd fathers old» 
And anceftors s compar’d, - Oyo 
No knowledge nor ENCES, WE om. 
Can ever juftly boa wag 8 COO 
» Our days like fhadows are that’ flee; 


- No fooner had, than loft. pe wan), 
sia GI 


yer ON © asa 2 
“The 2 of the Hypocrite vain and oii. ee 
: 2 Job. vii. hI ponidT % 


Fe 


- 
ov 


Rears up its ha ‘ 


Unmov’d and not cut dow — 
Yet on a fudden wears ‘aw : ; 
Ere other plants are ‘grown: ‘ 
13. So fhall. the wicked’s beaut: fade 
The hypocrite’s fair fhew f . cen 
_ Who no foundation fi rm hat h laid, 
But mire in which h e gr Wey ee 
tt Sli %, 
14. His {welling hopes, ere he's ase byes. 
In their high tide fhallebb; 5 


His groundlefs truft is weaker f 
Than any fpider’s s web. 


He on his tott’ring houfe thall lean, ; 
A falfe and fru:tlefs rop, 
Which finking eee ] ay aii ceo, f 
And difappoine his Sy CO in 


is G20" SOON GC! aves 
Go D juft in judging | 


= oa eee 


_ Job; ix. pe 3, ioe Lag 3 


» WHEN juftice, opt. of mercy's rod, ; 

Thoughts, words, and actions tries, 
How can a man be jut with God, 

Or pure before his eyes? 


3, Once to contend, if God b 
. Vain fhifts will have no fen: 
Not one of all our Thoutsad J 
a ee a Aves defence. “4 si 

As Seite 461 Deas 


ms 


Part Il. 2JOOARSS2s 3H 
Ver. Should I my imnoéence aver,.. 0 12 
20. My mouth would:brand my face; he 


21. Yea, were I perfect, I’d prefer 
The way of lite by grace. 


SO N G XVI. | 
- The affiéted Soul's Complaint to Gov. 
Job x. 1772; F451 §: 


"THE conftant' woes that ‘load my. back, | 
_“ Such endlefs groans create; 
My prefent life’s a very black 


¥ 


Uncomfortable ftate. 


My reftlefs weary foul abhors 
This loathfome lump of clay ; 
Longs to’ be free of fin and fores, 
And wings to heav’n her way. ‘ 


2.1 make to God my heavy moan; 
To give my forrow vent; 
But yet upon myfelf alone 
®- Vil leave my fad. complaint. 
I’m prefs’d, but I condemn thee not ; 
.O Lord, condemn not me: 
Why thou contends with me fo hot 
Shew, Lord, and let me fee. 
14. If I be wicked in thine eyes, 
Then wo to me indeed : 
If righteous, yet fhall never I 
‘Lift up. my haughty. head.,, 


15. Defpair and deep confufion do : 9: 


My wounded foul opprefs: 
O fhew thy mercy, feesmy wo, 
And pity my diftrefs. 
Se es OG, N’.Ge XVII. 
Gop’s Wifdom unfearchable. 
=... Job xi. 7, 8,9. 
“a Eh STR TRL Smee i} ij 
qs ‘Grae human reafon’s utmoft ftretch, 
‘Her arms: fo far extend,” ~ 
As fhall th’ Eternal’s counfel reach, 
His wifdom comprehend? . 
8, 9. What creature can, with finite hand, 
The vaft dimenfion weigh! | 
"Tis longer than. the earth or land, . ) 
And.broader than the fea.. . eo 
Higher than heav’n, what canft thouknow, 
So infinitely fteep? * . .. 
Deeper than-hell; what canft-thou do, 
But awful diftance keep? 
ay BOON Gavia oy 
That Gop may fuffer the wicked to profper, ex- 
emplified in Beajts, Birds, and Fifhes ; and this 
 refolved into his abfolute Dominion over, and 
Propriety in-all his Creatures. ‘uk .B ox 
: | Job xii. 6,— 10. 


6. AF FLICTIONS great are of thejuf, 12. 


In time, the common fate;. . 
While wicked men, that lick the duft, *” 
Enjoy'a profp’rous ftate. 


Robbers and fpoilers fee their ftock 53; 


Of worldly wealth endure; a 


And thefe who moft do God provoke, 

On earth hive moft fecure: of 
Great gifts, on them he difregards,’ 

__ With lavith hand he throws, &., 
And on them multiply’d rewards, - 
Unmerited, beftows, 


VoL, Il. $s 


eeey EVI OES WV 
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Ver. Afk now the beafts, and trial make, 


10, 
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How matters with them go; 
Soon will they tell how they partake 
The felf-fame kind of wo. 


How \bears, wolves, monfters of the wood, 
That ravage and deftroy, 

Inur’d to rapine, fpoil, .and blood, 
Yet peace and pow’r enjoy. 


While harmlefs flocks on hills that browfe, 
And ufeful herds, each way, 

To men their friends, or beafts their foes, 
Are daily made a prey. 

Afk of the fowls aloft that flee, 
For anfwer they’ll return, 

That they, conform to their degree, 
The fame difafter mourn. | 


. They will affert their vultures.rude, 


And tyrants live fecure ; . 
While doves and birds of mildeft brood, 
_A thoufand woes endure. = 


Then afk the fifhes what’s their ftate, 
And queftion how they do; 
They'll tell that this unequal fate 
~Attends the ocean too. | 


Great whales, fea-tyrants,drunk with blood, 
That profper to their-with, 

Devour controullefs, in the flood, 
Whole fhoals of harmlefs fith. 

This flate of things fram’d he, whofe pow’r 
All beings did produce; 

Whole wifdom too, in ord’ring fure, 
Hath fix’'d their end and ufe. 

God’s creatures are his own, their lives 4 

_He may.at pleafure take; 

When he refumes but what he gives, 

Who can objections make? 


5S .O.N.-G:. XIX. 
Dottrine to be tried ere it be trufted. 
1, Job xii. 12. 


i 


Y] “HE ear tries words before they be 
Receiv'dias true and ‘good ; 
The mouth taftes meat ere ever we. 
Can judge it wholefome food. 


Dogrines and: fpirits thus we try, 

_ By grace’s. inward gutt; 

Left we tor truth:receive a lie, 
For food to poifon trutt. 


SsOON°G 0 XX ° . 


The Wifdom of antient Men nothing to the Wifdom 
of the Antient of Days. 


cour beJob-xii. 12, 13. 


HOUGH wifdom oft, we are affur'd, 
In hoary. heads appears, 


And‘ underftanding is matur’d 
"By time and num’rous years.* 


Yet knowledge pure, no where we fee 
But in th’eternal Mind. — 

In God and him ‘alone can we 
Confummate knowledge find: mais 

The wife on earth derive from hing € Me 
The wifdom which we praife:. =~ © 


Their tapers only fhine with dim 
And delesttS TAY io tf euopal oH 
ciobono3 om seb Jaen Mi 
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Ver. 
14. 


163 


16. 


19 


18. 


19. 


20. 


22. 


SC Ra B@ WM Uy RUE 


S$ ON GG. XX 


Proofs of Gov’s Power in doing his Pleafure im 
Earth and Heaven, and ferving his own Pur- 
' pofes among Men. Job xii. 14, 15, 16. 


(yo s pow’r, with wifdom join’d, we mutt 
With equal fear adore : 
Proud towns he levels with the duft, 

To be rebuilt no more. 


When flaves in prifon he reftrains, 
Shut up in death or hell, 

Who then can loofe their pond’ rous chains, 
Or pow’r divine repel? 


He binds the watery cloud, and ftops 
The bottles of the fkies ; 

And to.the earth’s fore withered crops, 
His heav’nly dew denies. 


Again, the rains, at his command, 
Make all the rivers fwell, 

O’erflow their borders, drench the land, 
And fears of drought difpel. 


Wifdom and ftrength are his, he rules 
O’er ftrong and crafty foes ; 
Deceiving and deceived fools 
Are both at his difpofe. 


§:..0.N,G..4X18 


Proofs of Gov’s Wifdom and Power in the Revo- 
. lution of States and Kingdoms. 


Job xii. 17,— 25. 


FE ROM judges judgment God withdraws; 
From counfellors of ftate 
Detracting wifdom and applaufe, 

With fools he does them rate. 


Proud monarch’s cruel bonds he breaks, 
Tears their engines of pain ; 

And binds, on tort’ ring tyrants necks, 
The tortur’d pris’ner’s chain. 


He overturns the mighty peers, 
- And princes in their pride; 

Thefe that abafh’d the world with fears, 
He makes the world deride. 


He takes their wifdom from the wife, 
And; knowledge from the fage, 

And makes their former friends defpife 
Theit, oracles and age. 


. On princes great he pours,contempt, 


On kings of wide command, 
He wrefts, what feem’d from wo exempt, 
Their fceptres.from their hand. 


To his all-penetrating eye, 
The darkett {hades of night, 


_ And deepeft hellifh plots do ly 


. As ope a8 noon-day light. 


. By him all nations high or low, 


And kingdomis. wax and wean; 


_. By him their numbers ebb or flow, _. 


- -“~ And fhare the blifs or bane. 


24. 
ae, 


i5. 


t 


Great chiefs, like cowards, thro’ heartlefs 
He makes in defarts ftray, [fright, 
As drunkards groping in the nia, 
- And reeling lofe their way. 


SONG XXUOP 
Sg Faith in the hot Furnace. 
‘Job xiii, 19,16. 
Lt Goat ‘upon rie frown or file 3, 
I'll reft upon his name; 
He knows, if of approved guile © 
My heart does me condemn. 


S°O NoG's. Boon i 


Ver, Should he even double:my diftrefe, 
In hotter fires to trys 

Yet I'll adore: his righteoufnefs, 
And on his word rely. 

Yea, though he hew me to the root, 
With lifted hand ‘to kill, 

Yet, through his grace, Tn refolute, 
That in him truft I wall. 


SO N G° XKIV. 
The Origin, Nature, and [Jue of human Life 
is hort, Jorrowful, finful, and limited ; “te 
puts a final Period to it, we frees from ue Ca- 
lamittes thereof: } 


"Job xiv. 1,—15. 
Seer f 
Man frail and Hike, thé Object o wi evant Pity. 
Ver. 1,—4. y 
- F RAIL ian, a5 foon as Bois: décays, 
Like flow’rs that quickly, fade; 


2. He counts a few and troublous days, 
Then paffes like a fhade: 


3. Will God regard fo bafe a wight, | 
Contend with fuch’a moth, i 
The fpawn of hell, an ugly fight, 
So frail and filthy both! iz 


. Who can clean things from uficléan bring, 
Pure ftreams from impure mud, \.: 
But he that came to clear the a 
By water and by blood! 
5 Sect. Il. 
Our Days are numbered, and the Time ne a Life jixed. 
» Wer. 33 6.0 


16. 


. O Lord, the days oF man are all 
fhroll’d i in thy decree: Yue 
And of the months’ that to hint fall as 
The number is with thee. «| 


The bounds of time he cannot tid? 

In which thou doft‘him clofé: = 7" .¢ | 
Let this fuffice, nor add a mafs L 

Of more uncommon woes, 


6. O grant him the refpire atid éafe, | 
His torments madevhim afk; ~ 
And let him finifh, by degrees, 
His life’s appointed talk. 


“Sect. i. 


Life natur al being & Sone returns ‘not ; ou the dead 
never erik ia till the: loft dof: “NT 


Lee 7S 


7, 8. i fe wvegetiveys yscortiaen loin boon 
With rains. may be revivd; —~ 
*, L Life animal, in certain brures, | 
With folar beats rétriev'd. | AA 


POs But Spirits rational when: “gone, =a 
“Too great for nature’ s {cent, Bie ey 
Have no reftoratives but one, 
That is! oriiniporent.” BS: 299 


Ere death man daily waltes. away; 
“Tn death gives 1 up the ghoft ; caus 
pus ter death, where is he, } pray, at 
When £6 the livin lof? 2) 3 0607 


11. High floods and feag that lefét By Qiore, 
Will at their times return ;. ft) te ; 


i Str at ; 
_12, But man refumés his life no m te, 


-Whom death does once in-urn. 


Parr Il. 
Ver. Death to the grave his duft conveys, 
There fleeps the hidden preys 
Nor wakes till with 4 mighty noife, 
The heav’ns fhall pafs away. 

Secr._ Iv. 


Defire to die may confit with a waiting till the 


Change come. 
Ver.—13, 14, 15. 
13. Lord, in the filent grave I'd reft, 
. There let me fafely ly, 
Tul thades of fin and wrath be chas’d, 
And glory deck the iky. 


44. Since-wrath will éach man, for his crime, 


Froin prefent life enftrange, 
All days of my appointed time 
Til wait my future change. 


Though thou prolong this mournful fcene, 


In hope I'll patient ftay, 
Till thou revive my joys amain, 
And chafe my woes away. 
15. They call both to and from the grave 
_ Tl gladly hear, and go; 
“And thou my ftrong defire to fave 
Thy handy-work wilt fhow. 
SONG XxV. 
Selfjuftyication extremely odious. 
» Job xv. 44, 15,16, 


14. A®! what's vain man that feenis fo pure, 


As not his {pots to fpy, 
When faireft feraphs can’t endure 
Jehovah’s piercing eye! * 
15. He'fees his faints not whole upright, 
What can in flaves be feen? 


How vile’s the earth, when in his fight 


The heav’ns are but unclean! 
16, Their hofts before the holy thrice, 
Do bluth and hide their fmuts; 
How odious then is man who vice 
Like water daily gluts! 


SONG XXVIL. 


The Ruin of thofe who bid Defiance to Cod and 


bis Power. — 
7 Job xv. 24, 25, 26, 30. 
24. CONFUSION, anguith, and diftrefs, 
» oo“) The wicked fhall affail; — 
To give them battle with dif: grace, . 
And o’er their ftrength prevail. 
25. Becaufe againft th’ almighty Lord 
_ _’ They boldly take the field; 
Yea, run upon his flaming fword, 
And on his blazing fhield. 
. Mad wretches! they defy their God, 
And void of holy fear, - 
Deride his darts, that fly abroad, 
And ruth upon his fpear, met ees 
But foon their hope fhall be diffolv’d; 
And funk in fudden fright; 


Their pride abath’d, their heads involv’d, 


n éverlafting night. 
: SONG XXVIL 


Job xvi. 14, 15, 16, 2 


a EI 


Affittions ca up and come to an Extremity. 


14. ()F breaking woes a num’rous train. 


Invade tite foul, 
As crouding billows of the main 
Do o'er each other roll. 


JO B’s 


H 
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; s 3 
Ver, What war does the Almighty wage 


re 


16. 


With fuch a feeble flea, 

That, like a giant in his rage, 
He fiercely runs on me? 

Sackcloth I wear upon my {kin, 
Of ornaments defpoil’d ; 

And dabbled in the duft unclean, 
My glory lies defil’d. 


My cheeks with conftant weeping fade, 
Stain’d with a briny bath; 

And on mine eye-lids hangs the fhade 
Of gloomy difmal death. 


SONG XXVIII. 


The growing Strength of the righteous. 
Job xvii. 9. 


A "THE plant of grace fhall ever thrive, 


Though nature’s brood decay ; 
The righteous in the lord fhall live; 
And ftill hold on his way. 
His hands from mifchief clean withal 
' His heart from malice free ; 
Sronger and ftronger {till he fhall 
For work and warfare be. 


He marches dauntlefs on his way, 
Let blackelt tempefts blow ; 

No dangers do his heart difmay, 
But make his vigour grow. 


SON Gs XXIX, 


Death and the Grave, the Saints Sambhars. 
Job xvii. 13, 14. 


: M* earthly friends have turn’d my foes, 


So cruel and unjutt, 
That I expect, to end my woes, 
More friendfhip in the dutt. 


No houfe of pleafure here ’bove ground, ' 
Do I expect to have; 
My bed of reft for, fleeping found, 
I've made the filent grave, 
Lo!. welcome death on me attends, 
The hungry gravé me waits; 
Thefe made | my familiar friends, 
My relatives and mates. 


. [to corruption.cry’d; O duft, 


Thou art may father known; 
From thee I came, to thee I mutt 
Return as ev’n thiné own. 


I to the worm faid, Brother worm, 
And fifter, you and I. 

Do differ but in fize and form, 
We are of kin fo nigh: 

Ym but a mortal worm like you; 
This loathfome. piece of clay 

Mutt to your pow’r.a booby bow, 
Until the rifing day. 


S°O NG “XXX. 
The Calamities that await the wicked. 
Job xviii. 5, 6, 10, 12, 14,20, 


z HE wicked’s fplendor fhall decay, 


Like fhort-liv'd {parks of fire ; 


6. Thick fogs fhall choke his glorious day, 


And make his beams expire. 


10, By labour'd plots and deep defigns, 


Which he for others ftows, © 
A halter for himfelf he twines; 
His wiles become his woes. 25 


—_™ * 


ae 


Ver. Death and deftruction o'er his head 
12. Doconftantly impend; 


His ures, which he. gluts with greed, 


Shall all in torment end. ~ 


14. His hope fhall fall and never rife, 
For with his bloody dati 
The king of terrors, in furprife, 
Shall ftrike him to the heart. 


15. Quite from the earth God’s ’venging hand 


The wicked man fhall chafe; 
16. Nor leave behind a branch to ftand_ 
Z Of all his hateful race. 


17. In after-times the godlefs wretch 
Shall be unknown to fame; 

18, Or mention’d only with reproach, - 

With horror,:and with fhame. 


19. In future fame fome names indeed 
Will ftand for little good ; 
Like Pontius Pilate in the creed, 
For blafphemy and blood. 


20. Such oft, in time, the wicked’s fate 
~ Do indicate the ftore 
Of forrow, which his foul await, 
When time fhall be no more. 


SONG XXXI. 
Reproof to Reproachers. 
Job xix. 2, 3, 22. 


2. WV HY. cruel friends, will ye fo long 
With bitter words me vex, 

My name reproach, my virtue wrong, 
My righteous caufe perplex? 


Mutt ftill your anfwers without fenfe, 
And void of argument, 

With folemn grave impertinence, 
nay at thus torment? — 


The wounds you give me ‘ipa dre}. 
; Your contumelious words, 
~ And fland’rous taunts, are fharper far 
Than keeneft pointed fwords. 

»22. God's right t’afflict, him well becomes, 
; ae But your afflicting wer. 

“ "With pride and paftion. bafe, affumes 
ees ne Privilege ph God. at 


q 


etixy 


“ Bad 


6, ° N Gy XXXIL 


| Fri rons turned to 0 Enemies and Brive, to Aliens. 


: " . Mey r POUT 
ee ee 
“SONGS. Box I. 
Ver. Difdainful ftriplings me defpife, 
Who honour'd me before; 
Yea, thofe I once did ch iefly ‘prize 


Now chiefly me abhor. 


Juft. Lord, from: their ‘reproaches Be 
To vindicate my name, ey 

‘And mercifully eer" ‘thefe 
Perfidious friends: with {hame. 


Ss O° N. fel XXXII. 


The Happine/s that awaits the godly 5 Or, The 
ble effed Hope of ye een’ 
Job xix. 25, 26, 27. 


ss, Pua ‘my Redeemer. lives I know, -_ 
Though by his fentence ae ‘ 
_ My body, ‘or a feafon, low, . . 
, Shall dwell with fellow cai, eh 


In him triumphant over death, Pi vai 
I'll trample on the grave; _- 

For he that conquer’d hell and w 

Can duft and afhes: fave. ey tee 


My living Head,. when bankrupt me 
Shall its laft minute fpend, — 

He then from heav'n his throne ‘agg 
In triumph fhall defcend. des 


He on the furface of the earth © 
As Judge fupreme {hall ftand ; 

_ And from the tomb to recent birth +H sg 
His captive duft demand. 


bee hs 


26. The mighty Conquerorifill invade” Sonera SAS. 


Fa 


And fack the cruel grave, 
Force every vault where bones were laid, 
And refcue every flave. 


My mould‘rin; , 
_And eat my fleth call, 
My body now fall bloom: oe 


27. Reviv'd, I from the duft {hall rife, 9 | , 7 


And God. my Saviour fee, > 
With thefe my own corporeal eyes, 
That thall immortal Ibe-6 oe at 


I for myfelf, and formy gain, 
_ Shall fee the happy fight; cia 
~ And over death for ever reign, © 

To er the vifion bright. 


ES OUN, fens /ESKIV. 
Bt Judging Sonam ds or, Fob’s Waring to 


‘bis. cenfortous Friends. — 4 


Part II. 


Ver, 


& 2 CO B's 
Repent,’ then, ‘left your violence 
Bring prefent judgments home; 


Elfe will your proud impenitence 
Foretel. your future doom, | 


SONG xxxv. 
The Profperity of the wicked Short, ‘and their 


Ruin fure. 


Job xx. 5,9, 11,—14. 


. "T° HE wicked’s triumph jis but hort, 


_ And quickly melts away ; 
His empty joy, and idle fport, 

Does but a moment flay. 
Though to the heav’n: his head:he raife, 
His grandeur to the fky; A, 
Yet, loft, for ay, he and-his praife, 

_Cloath’d in the duft fhall ly. ‘ 


‘He, miferable and forlorn; 


Fades with a fwift decay ; 


*. Caft, like his own vile dung, with fcorn, 
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_.And with contempt, away, 


Thefe who his {plendor did admire, 
And faw his pomp before, 

And, where is now his place! inquire, 
Shall never fee it more. 

His fhort-liv’d fame and great efteem, 
That gull’d him all his days, 

Shall vanith like a wanton dream, 
That ‘in. the fancy plays. 


E -Yea,-he-fhall by a fudden bane 


Tl. 


$2: 
13. 


14. 


Be chas’d away with fright, 


In manner like a fantom_vain,, 


Or vifion of the night. 


. His blazing lamp fhall difappear, 


So fhall he perifh clean; 
And in. the place of his career, 
Shall never more be feen. 


As he was clofely fix’d to fin, 
By love too too fincere3 §.. 
So fin, alas! fhall unto him 

As faithfully adhere. 


For guilty marks, and enfigns bad, 
Of his unbridled luf, . 

Continue his companions fad, 

“And fellows in the duft. 

Thefe morfels fweet fhall bitter grow, 
Confume his, vital breath, 

And follow him, with dool and wo, 


: To th’ other fide of death. 


_ The Wicked hardened in their Impiety by their 


Profperity. 
ets JOD 2X1, ieee 2 
FT do we fee the wicked fafe,: 
_ And unmolefted dwell ; 


SY reer 


Oft do BAY in pleafure foft, 


And in their wealth excel. 
In merriment and carnal. eafe 
__ They {pend each happy day; 


‘Healthful in riot, and in ag¢.., 


_ Appear without decay. 


_ The regal throne of pomp and pride | 


In triumph they afcend elt we tare T) 
Repeat their conquefts, and abroad 


Their growing pow’r extend. 


. Vig’rous, though far advanc’d in years 


’ 


Betore their eyes they fee 


_ What elevates their pride, a fair 


And num’rous 


progeny. 
Vou. II. 


8 
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Ver. 


Y. 


10. 


II. 


1. 


14. 


15. 


17. 


18, 


19. 


5. aT 
Their houfes fafe from fears and foes, 
_ In peace they live fecure; 
Nor, God’s vindi¢tive héavy_blows 
Do ever they endure. 


Their profp'rous cattel, thick and throng, 
Ingender on the hill; 

And with. their num’rous wanton 
Their flocks the valley fill. 


Their merry little ones, in trains, 
Do from, their houfe advance; 

Sport in the. ftreets, and o’er the plains 
And verdent meadows dance. . 


young, 


. They take the harp, and in the round, 


Upon the timbrel play ; 
And at the organ’s.chearful found, 
_Rejoice, and pafs the day. 


Pamper‘d in eafe, and mirth, and wealth; 
They {pend their golden hours; 

Confume their time, abufe their health, 
And wafte their vital pow’rs. 


By years, and not by ficknefs, they 
At laft their fhoulders bend; 


‘And ripe in years, anon decay, 


And to the grave defcend, 
Hence, puff'd up with prodigious pride, 
Religion they. condemn: 


God’s threats and precepts they deride, 
And faints, as fools, contemn. 


They bid th’ almighty God depart, 
And arrogantly fay, 

We don’t defire, or have at heart, 
The Knowledge of thy way. 

What's the Almighty? .Where’s our fee? 

_ Should we to ferve him deign? 

Some pray and praife, but don’t we fee 
They {pend their breath in vain? 

Thus wicked men, whom Heav’n does load 
With earthly happinefs, 

Their native fpite againft their God 
Profanely ‘does exprefs. 


S ON G XXXVII 


Gop’s Ways of Providence towards Men attend. 
ed with great Variety. 


Job xxi. 17-26. 


SOMETIMES deftruction impious men 
Ev'n in this world invades; 
Though oft their lamp of life’s burnt out 
Before their glory fades. 


God’s fatal judgments for their crimes, 
Oft foon their life confume; 

Amidft.their pomp; there’s but a ftep 
Betwixt them and their doom. ~~ 


3 


“Oft with his driving wrath he’s pleas’d 


From. off the earth to chafe, 
As chaff before the ftormy wind) 
This irreligious race. | 
Their fin and guilt the mighty God 
Does treafure up with care; 
And for their childrens heritage, 
With ftores of wrath prepare, 
Their preity that tread their fteps,) 
Shall fuffer for their crimes ; 


And they themfelves oft live to fee! 


ZO; 


ey 


Thefe very difmal times; . — 
Their curfed lips fhall deeply drink, ~ 
Of God’s imbitter’'d bowl; ©) 


| ‘Their haughty eyes fhall downward fink, A 3 


And in deftruction roll, 
~ Tr - 


& 
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. Ah, then! what comfort to them fhall 
Their race furviving raife, 
When in. the middle, after all, 
Grim death cuts off their days! 


On the reverfe, fometimes the juft 
May profper, though ’tis plain 
Their lot and ordinary fate 
Is trouble, want, and pain. 


_ Yet who will thence againft the ways 


Of God moft high object? 
To guide, govern, and rule the world, 
Who {hall his hands direct? 


Does not the. great omnifcient God 

“All things diftin@ly know? 

For he’s the Judge of faints above, 
The Judge of kings below. 


Who then to teach him wifdom will 
Adventure or pretend? ~~ 

And clearly fhow him how,. with fkill, 
His government to mend? 


. One dies.in his full ftrength and health, 


No change he thought upon ; 
When full of marrow, mirth, and wealth, 
Yet in a moment gone. 


. Another, who in tort’ring pains, 


And bitter anguifh lies ; 
Long griev'd and gall’d with heavy chains, 
In ling’ring ficknefs dies. . 


. Both thefe at laft the friendly grave 


Will bring to equal reft; 
And on their flefh, within the cave, © 
The worms alike fhall featt. 


Promifcuous tribulations thus 
All human kind invade; 


- And death, without diftinction, does 


Befal both good and bad. 


No difpenfation of this fort 
Does ever take its rife, 

From one man’s virtuous effort, 
Or from another’s vice. , 


Nor does th’ Almighty’s love or hate, 
With evidence appear, 


_ By either our enjoyment’s great, 


21. 


ele 


23. 


Or our annoyments here. 


What's common to the worft and beft 
Can ne’er the cafe decide; 

God’s word. and Spirit be our reft, 
As th’ only rule and guide. 


SONG XXXVI 


The Benefit of Acquaintance with Gon. 
Job xxii. 21, 30. 


O NOW acquaint thyfelf with God, 
And be at peace, for he | 
Hath promis’d great and endlefs good 

~ Shall thereby come to thee. 


The law receive thou from his mouth, 
The doctrine of folace ;: 

And.in thy. heart embracing truth, 
Lay up his words of grace. 


To God moft high, without delay, 
If thou-return with care, 

Thy fin and guilt he'll take away, 
Thy ruins all repair. 


fg Sh Bi 


¥ 
_- 
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Ver. 


at. 
26. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


10. 


SONG S. Boox ‘1 
Th’ Almighty {hall be’thy defence, 
Thy joy and thy folace; 


To him thou fhalt, with confidence, 
Prevailing pray'rs addrefs. 


. When thou art anfwer’d from above, 


Thy vows in trouble made 
Shall, witha glad return of love, 
And thankful heart, be paid. 
God fhall eftablith every right 
» And juft decree of thine ;” 
For, from above, direéting light 
Upon thy ways fhall fhine. : 
Thy paths he will dire& and own, | 
Thy counfels he will blefs; 
And all thy undertakings crown 
With comfort and fuccefs. 
When men around thee are caft down, 
Thy head lift up thou fhalt; | °° 
God won’t the humble man difown, 
But fave and him exalt. - ~ 
Nor of thy prayres, pure and found, 
Shalt thow alone partake 0 
The gain, but ev’n thy neighbours round 
Shall profper for thy fake. — 


SONG XXxXIX. = 
Gop hiding and trying. | 
Job xxvii. 3,8, 9,10. 
THAT I knew where I might find 
My God, who hides his path! 


To him I would unfold my mind, 
And teftify my faith. 


. | forward go to feek him out; J . 


Nth 


But, lo! he is not there; i", 
Backward, but when I turn about, 
He’s gone, I know not where. 


. Upon the right-hand, and the left, f i 


Fain would I him accoft; 
But ftill of my defire bereft, 

I find my labour’loft, . 
His way is hid, but mine is ey’d | 
By him, I thus defire; °° | 
I fhall, as gold, when he hath tried, 
Come purer from the fire. 

bso ING Rn 
Many moft wicked and mifchievous, yet ve and 
die in outward Peace, and are never vifibly 
reckoned with in this World, Bee ody = 


Job xxiv. 1, 2-12, £393) 2400 pe 
M°ST: juft is Gods yet none can tell 


The fix'd' determin’d times, ae 


When ‘thefe that wickedly: rebel, 
Shall faffer for their crimes. -_ 
Some men fo void of {hamie are found, 
“Who do, with treach’rous bands, 
Remove the fettled marks that bound 
Appropriated! lands.) 


With wicked {poils, ox goods they: feize, 
Their luxury they feaft; . 7 

And fill’d with rapine, do at eafe © 
Upon their couches reft.. ao 

Thus thrive oppreflors, tyrants, thieves, 
Men bloody and_unclean; _ : 

Whofe villanies day-light aggrieves, 
The dark’s: their datling fercen, 4 


HiY' MNS. 


Ver.O then! fince this omnifcient God 


Part Hl. SFMOOB? s 
_ Ver, Pamper’d in plenty they abide, > 
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And long on ‘earth they live; © 6, 


While for impunity their pride 
In plunder they derive. ' 

All things to raife their happinefs, 
Seem jointly to comply; 

And as they liv'd in outward peace, 
They unmolefted dies. 


Gently cut down like ears of corn, 
Their death’s a kind decay: 

Full.ripe they to the tomb are born, 
And flowly fink away. 


°Their ftreams of life a goodlywhile, 
Like peaceful rivers flow: 
And when they die any common ftile) 
They gently melt like fnow. 
"Tis true, Jehovah fees and'knows ». 
Their vice and infolence; 
Yet, feeming unconcern’d, he does 
No vengeance due difpence. 
If they’re, a feaft for worms, interr’d, 
Man’s common fate is:fo: 
Heav’n then hath all their hell deferr’d 
_. Yo future endlefs wo.” ~ 


a §S ONG. XLII. 
The Greatnefs, Goodnefs, and Holinefs of Gov 
evidencing the Gualtine/s and Impurity of Man. 
Job xxv. 2,— 6. 


; “vith God the Lord, moft great and high, 
* ¥. Dominion is and fear: 
He peace preferves above the fky 

And regions of the air. ~ 


. Though numberlefs his armies are, 
The creatures all his hofts, 

Yet never as a God of war, 
But ftill of peace, he boatts. 

On whom does not his light arife? 
His goodnefs unto all 

Extends, like to his watchful eyes, 
Infpecting great and fmall. 


Wide as the univerfe, ev’n fo 
Hath God his table fpread ; 

And all his creatures, high and low, 
Still at his coft are fed. 3 

Since on his pow’r and goodnefs great 
We evermore depend, : . 

_ And ‘can to nothing as a debt, 

- “Without'a lye, pretend: 

_If.we fhall murmur and complain, 


© otis without a caufe, ’ 


* “When.he his gifts refumes again, 
> But’not our right withdraws. 
. Befides, Gur great and heinous crimes, 
By which we Heav’n provoke, 
Expofe us juftly, many times, 
To his revéenging ftroke. » 
Who then of mankind can before 
' His high tribunal ftand, 
Plead guiltlefs ; and, on jultice {core, 
' His law-difcharge demand? ~ 
To being ’mong the tainted race 
Can man untainted pafs, 
And clean efcape the leaven bafe, 
_ That does infect the mafs? — 
s. Sun, moon, and ftars, the torches bright, 
-That beautify the fky, | Ad 
Are ftain’d, and {potted in the fight 
Of God’s all-fearching eye. © 


° 


Io. 
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Does human actions fcan, 
What num’rous ftains, both deepand broad, 
Muft he difcern in man! - 


In man, a vitious worm, whofe luft 
’Gainft Heav’n inceffant fpurns; 
A worthlefs worm, who back to duft 
And putrefaction turns! 
S ON G_ XLI. 
The Proofs of Gov’s Power and Wifdom in the 
Creation and Prefervation of the World. 
Job xxvi. 5,—14. 


: Base Jehovah built the fkies, 


+L And rear’d his ftately frame: 
The wide creation teftifies 
The greatnefs of his name. 


The liquid element below, 
Was gather’d by his hand: 
The rowling feas together flow, 
And leave the folid land. 


To him the Maker, does 
What in the ocean is: 
The finny people of the main, 


And montters there, are his. 


pertain, 


. The dufky fhades of hell that ly, 


Wrapt up in webs of night, 
May well elude the folar eye, 
But not th’ Almighty’s fight. 


Death and deftruction do in vain, 

_ Their fable covering fpread, 

And: in their fecret vaults enchain, 
Or faft lock up the dead. ; 


The eye of the Almighry does 
Their fpoils:intire furvey; © 
And’ no diftinétion ever knows 
Betwixt the night and day. 


. He,.o’er the airy empty place; 


In pomp difplays on high 
The wide expanfe, and ample {pace, 
Of all the northern fky. 


The pond’rous earth, at his comimand, 
Hangs in the ambient air: 

No pillars bear the fabric grand, 
But juft his will and care. 


. He bids the clouds with water pent, 


Imprifon’d tempefts chain ; 
Then their big floating wombs unrent, 
Sufpend the birth of rain. 


Again he bids their bofom ope, 
And down the bleflfing pours, 

To feed the lab’ring farmer’s hope 
With warm prolific fhow’rs. . 


. Left his high throne, fo dazzling bright, 


By naked eyes unfeen, 
With too much glore opprefs our fight, 
He f{preads his clonds between. 


He raifes rocky fences , round 
The {pacious fwelling deep, 

Which do the raging billows bound, 
Mad waves in prifon keep: 

That while the rule of day and night, 
The fun and moon maintain, 

The rolling feas may have no might 
To drown the earth again. ~ 

High hills, that pillars feem arid props 

. Of heav’n’s expanded roof, - 

Do-quake, and bow their tow’ring tops 
Aghatt'at his réproof..o 4 
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He cleaves the main, bids billows rife, 
Then curbs the {welling tide: 

How foon they cope with clouds-and {kies, 
So foon he lays their pride. 


The trembling waves, at his command, 
Creep foftly to the fhore ; 

Storms overaw’d do filent ftand, 
And quickly ceafe to roar. 


Thus lawlefs feas he does control, 
Diverfifies the deep ; 

He makes the fleeping billows roll, 
The rolling billows fleep. 


He fpreads the heav’ns, their azure face 
He garnith’d by his might: 

And did them moft profufely grace 
With conftellations bright. 


His hand the crooked ferpent made; 
But who can fpeak his art? 

Of whom all’s nothing that is faid, 
We know fo {mall a part. 


Who can the utmott force explore 
Of his almighty hands! 

For ev’n the thunder of his pow’r 
What mortal underftands? 


‘§ ONG. XLIL 
Jos folemnly maintaining his Integrity againft the 
fale Accufations of bis Friends. 
Job xxvii. 2,— 6. 


Ae God Creator lives who now 

To Judge my caufe denies ; 

Th’ Almighty, who my vexed foul 
With fharp affliction tries: 


While in my noftrils breath remains, 
Which God infpir’d at firft, 

No wicked guile fhall by my lips, 
Nor falfhood be expres’d. 


I’m flander’d by my cruel friends, 
Their cenfures underly, 

Charg’d with hypocrify and fraud, 
And crimes of deepeft dye. 


Should I acquit their calumnies, 
Abfolve their fland’rous tongue; 
Confefs their libel ftuff’d with lies, 

My innocence to wrong? 


Forbid it Heav’n! fo black a charge 
Of crimes to me unknown, 

I, to my laft expiring breath, 
Will ftedfaftly difown. 

This my rejoicing ftill fhall be, 
The teftimony clear, 

And confcience of integrity, 
I in my bofom bear. 


“Reproachfully they me accufe; 
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But from approved fin 
My Judge fhall me acquit, as does” 
His juftice-court within. 
S ON G &LIV. 
-.. The ‘hopelefs State of the Hypocrite. 
Job xxvii. 7,— 10. 


NAF HERE is the hypocrite’s falfe hope, 


Though for a time he gain’d 
Praife and applaufe, and lifted up, 
In pomp and pleafure reign’d? 
Where is his hope at laft, when once. 
* The mighty God fhall wreft 
His trembling foul, with violence, 
From his reluctant breatft? 


SONGS. 
Ver. 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


~Boox I. 


Will God give eat unto his’ ¢ry, 
When troubles o’er him flow, 
Prefaging worfe calamity, 
His everlafting wo? . 


Will painted pray’rs avert the blaft, 
When he perceives with dread, 

The clouds of vengeance gath’ring faft 
Above his guilty head? 


. Will God almighty be-his joy, 


Devotion his delight;’, 
Or pray’r to God his clofe employ, 
When crutches fail him quite? 


He prays, compell’d with heavy ftrokes ; 
But unregarded prayer. Ai 

He quits; nor: more his, Judge invokes, 
But finks:in deep defpair.. © 

No favour’ dare the, rebel feek, | 
That fcorn’d redeeming grace; 

His guilty confcience, dragon-like, , - 
Still flying in his face. 


SONG. XLV. 


Wifdom’s Price great, and its Place fecret: and 
the Wifdom that is hid in Gov, unfearchable by 
Nature ; but the Wifdom that is reveal’d to 
Man, practicable through Grace. 


‘Job xxviii, 12,28. 


AIN man would be efteemed wife; 
But who, alas! can tell 
The place where bode aarine ftays, 
Or where does wifdom dwell? 


Nay, wifdom’s price, and worth renown’d, 
Dull mortals do not know; 

Nor is the precious treafure found, 
When fearch’d for here below. 


The land exclaiming, fays aloud, 
Ah! never was I blefs’d 

To be the lodging or abode 
Of this celeftial guett. . 

The fea and {welling waves in rage, - 
With roaring voice declare, ‘i 


_ In vain ye feek to find the fage 


And facred firanger here.. 


_ Th’ infernal deep, with voice auftere, 


21. 


- 22. 


- And with a hollow found, 
Cries out, There’s no apartment here, 
For wifdom, under ground. 


. Th’ ineftimable blifs was ne’er 


With gold of Ophir bought; 


. In price with it the onyx rare 


And faphires ftand for nought, 


. Rich jewels, pearls, and diamonds choice, 


In crowns that draw regard, 
And rubies fine, are worthlefs toys 
With this fine gem compar’d. 


. Who then, by learning, is*in cafe 


To fhew whence wifdom flows? 
And who the happy dwelling-place 
Of underftanding knows? 
Since clofe ’tis hid from all the eyes 
Of creatures every where, . 
That tread the earth, or cut the feas, 

Or wing the lucid air. 


Death and deftruction’s caves profound, 
Cry, Here fhe never came, _ 
Only our ears have heard the found 
Of her immortal fame, / 


“: 


Part dl. j OB S’s 
Ver. Alone the*glorious ahd the great, 
. 23. All-penetrating’ God, 2) veer 
Knows his own offspring’s hidden feat, 
True wifdom’s«blefs’d abode: 
‘24. For he, from off the height immenfe 
Of heav'n’s bright cryftal brow, 
Surveys in all its vaft expantfe, 
The univerfe belowi) 2: + 
He diftant ages, regions; ‘ifles, 
Views with omnifcient eyes: 
25. And in exactly poifing fcales 
Both winds-and water weighs. 
26. When he decreed the meafure jutt, 


‘ #-- ~~ And manner of the rain; 


ws ¢When he.a way for thunder firft 
» «And lightning did ordain:,. 
27. Then faw he wifdom where it fhin’d, 
And did. its-home declare ; 
He fearch’d his own all-feeing mind, 
And found it only there. a, 
28, But then to man (from whom he hid 
“His fecret, will’ and way, _ 
Yet duty to him open laid) 
Thus did Jehovah fay, -“ 
Behold, to fear the Lord, and ftill 
From evil to depart; 
This, this is wifdom; this is fkill; _ 
: Yea, thisas Tieav’nly' art. 
Let me attempt to. know no more — 
Than God moft high reveals ; 
Nor boldly fearch for fecret ftore, 
He in his’breaft conceals. } 
wen this;abyis they) fated; 
“~~ “That keep along the fhore, 
Diftruft their wit, and from afar 
This awful deep adore. 
In being godly found, in Chrift, 
Man’s endlefs profit lies: 
If thou art righteous, thou art blefs’d; 
If’holy, thou art wife. 9) 
Seen GC... XLVL., -..; 
The Heart-wifh of a deferted Soul. Job xxix.2,—5. 
THAT my bypaft happy days. — 
O And months were now reftor’d, 
When God did me, in gracious ways, 
His mighty aid afford! 
3. When on my head his. candle clear, . 
The lamp.of grace, did fhine;... 
And_.I, through darkeift fhades of fear, 
‘Did walk by light divine. . 
4. When fecret favours did, from God, 
My days of youth attend;...., 
And I to;him my mind unload, 
As to a.bofom friend... 
5. Th’ Almighty did my heart and home, 
With ;his glad prefence blefs, . 
That :fuch.fweet days again may come, 
O how I long for this!) ...,. 
og fy ofS ON G-) XLVI, 
Youth's defpifing the aged; or, Great Honour turn- 
ed to extreme Contempt, and\Profperity turned to 
- Calamity... Job xxx. 1,,8,—-12. and 26,—31. 
S.£ ein. 1. Honour turned to Contempt. 


1, "PHESE now, that younger are than J, 
E Do molieride and thdee, ee 
Whofe fathers never were fo high — 

As fhepherds of my flock. : 
SuReViog Ah) obege vide 
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Ver. This truft to them I ftorn’d to give, 
My num’rous herds to keep; 
Nor, with my dogs, could grant them leave 
To fit and guard my fheep. 


8. For vicious, vile, and bafe they were, 
Old beggars through the ftreet ; 
To therm I juftly might prefer 
The dutt below their feet. 


9. Yet now I’m to their fons a jeft, 
10, They mock me to my face; 
11. They me revile, contemn, deteft, 

And treat me with difgrace. 


12. Young ftriplings thus againft me rife, 
Regardlefs of my age; 
My name they dawb with fland’rous lies, 
In fierce unbridled rage. 


421 


S.gicot.. Ih 
Profperity turned to Calamity: Ver, 26,— 31. 


26. | LOOK’D for good, fince good I chefe; 
Since kind, I hop’d for light: 
But then came evil, croffes, woes, - 
And clouds of difmal night. 


27. Vexatious day did me prevent; 
And, hopelefs of relief, 

28. Without the fun I: mourning went 
In agonies of grief. 


29. With owls and dragons joint I-ery’d, 
’'m now their mate and kin. 

30. With burning heat my bones are dry’d, 
And black my wither’d fin. 


31. My harp, that made a joyful noife, 
Is turn’d to mourning deep; 
My organ chang’d into the voice 
Of them that doleful weep. 


SST OE MPUCE : SAVIN, 
Chafiity and Charity. exemplified; and all unclean 
Perfons judged. 
Job xxxi. 1,—4. and 16, 17, 19, 20. 
| SOE GT. D. 


Chafiity exemplified ; and Whoremongers and Adul- 
Le terers judged. Ver. 1,— 4, 


re A SACRED league I with mine eyes 
Have made, that they may ne’er 
On fruit forbidden look nor gaze, 
However charming fair. 


That they,.on beauty fondly: prone, \ 
May not attentive ftay, | 

To be enchanted; nor upon: 
The brink of ruin play. . 


Ne’er did, on wanton objects. bent, 
My thoughts get leave to rove; 
Nor were abroad for fuel fent, 
To feed unlawful love. 
Sin’s motions firft whenever rais’d, 
I did fupprefling tame; ; 
I quench’d the {park before it blaz’d 
_*And {pread refiftlefs flame. 


2. [knew what woful portion will 
On whoredom’s flaves attend:: 
Of thefe who their fweet lufts fulfil 
- Ifaw'the bitter end. 


3. Deftruction, ‘from the mi ghty God, 


. Does on the wicked Waite 
Their vile and fhameful actions bode - 
Their miferable fatex on «+i + 
i 


Ver. 


16. 


iy. 


19. 


20. 


SCRIPTURE 


Ver. Wifdom divine, by: length of time, 
8. 


God does, as Judge of fecrets, fee 
If foreign charms us move: 

Death is the juft reward if we 
Shall hug forbidden love. 


Src T. If 
Charity exemplified. Ver. 16, 17, 19, 20. 


I never heard the needy cry, 
‘But ftill they did prevail; 
Nor, mercilefs, e’er caufed I 
The widow’s hopes to fail. 

I ne’er along with fulnefs fed, 
Devour’d luxurious meat; 
But always of my plenty made 

The hungry orphans eat. 


Poor naked beggars, as co-heirs 
Of what I did partake, 
I fed and cloth’d; if not for their’s, 
Yet for their Mafter’s fake. 
$0 ON. 2Gat ALIX, 
The Immateriality and Immortality of the Soul. 
Job xxxii. 8. 


i ib man a living fpirit dwells, 


An underftanding mind, 
Which far the brutal rank ‘excels, 
As does th’ angelic kind. 


In him there is a nature found, 
Above the fenfes far; 

Though fome, in fenfual pleafures drown’d, 
But foul oppreflors are. 


Thro’ things both low, and things fublime, 
The nimble foul doth flide; 

Both far and nigh, in point of time, 
Which thought can not divide. 


She fends to China as foon as Spain; 
And comes as foon as fent; 

And mets with equal time and pain, 
A fpan, and heav'n’s wide tent. 


She hath, ev’n though in flefh confin’d, 
No body of her own; 

But is an immaterial mind, 
Diftiné from flefh and bone. 


How fouls that live, and flefh that dies, 
Their match at firft began, 

We learn; for he that {pread the fkies, 
Kirt form’d the foul of man: 


Who fhed in man, firft made of earth, 
A beam of heav’nly fire; 

In all men now, before their birth, 
He does their foul infpire. 


This fpirit cannot mortal be, 
Nor fubject to the grave; 
For thoughts of immortality, 
No mortal thing can have. 


When the afpires to endlefs blifs _ 
In God, th’ eternal fpring, 

She proves herfelf to be no lefs 
Than an eternal thing. 


Our bodies food of mortal kind, 
Shows their mortality ; 

But truth eternal feeds the mind, 
Which fhews fhe cannot die. 


to NT 


True Wifdom not acquired by Old- Age, nor by . 


Learning, but by Grace... Job xxxii. 7, 8, 9. 


: cm bei wifdom ripens not with years, 


Nor grows with age, I find; 
Unlefs celeftial light appears, 
Gray hairs continue blind. 


sO N G 5. 


Can never be acquir’d, 
Except the foul, by truth. fublime, - 
Be from above anfpirid. 


. Sound knowledge then is not'a. Siainiy 


Poffefs’d ftill by the great; 

Nor yet doth wifdom evermore 
Adorn the teacher's feat.. 

Though human underfanding trace, | 
The wifdom of the fchools; 

Yet ftill the learn’d, untaught by Braces, 
Remain but literate fools. 


§..0,,N,,@,,,,L. 


Gop injnitely above us, not acvolensable to us; 
yet merciful, both in hiding what he sip and 
revealing what he reveals. 


Job 12, 18, 


, Gor s fov' reign ways to fcoff or fcan, 


13. 


14. 


a6: 


16. 


Shall worthlefs creatures dare? 
Shall the moft High, O wretched. man! ~ 
Be fummon’d to the bar? 


Wilt thou with him that gave thee aes 
Engage in hot difpute? | | 

Or, quarreling his unfeen path, | 
Wouldft thou thy God confute? - 


Prefumptous mortal bold, .wilt thou 
Thyfelf with him compare? 

Shall to a worm Jehovah bow,” 
His conduct to declare? 


To afk the reafon of his. ways, 
Audacious is and rude; . 

Th’ Almighty’s deeds, becaufe thee his, 
Are therefore juft and good. 


Where fhallow reafon never could 
The deep immenfe difcern 

Of providence divine, itfhould 
With due fubmiffion learn, © ~ 


“Not that he grudges man the views, 


Of what difcern’d can be; 
His kind Creator to him fhews _ 
More than his eyes can fee. 


Our knowledge therefore never can * 
Raife in his breatft envy, 

When more is fhown yr} ay man 
Is capable to {py. ” 


Once and again, to rath the mind, © 
God does ‘inftruction: ive; 

More than reluctant man’ i inclin’d, 

“OE willing to receive. 

In dreams and vifions of the night,’ 
In flumbéers of the bed, 

And in deep ‘fleep, celeftial figne 
Hath been at times convey'd. © 


He various w 2k reveals his will iT 
To man, .and leaves ‘behind © 


Tnftru@ions, touching good and a” 


Imprinted on the mind, * 


But our great Teacher's li ht will not 
The myftic clouds difpell, 3 


‘That keep his hidden: paths eS 


And on his conduct dwell. 


-By’s teachings’ mutt be! underftood, 


.. Lo. make m 


He rather-does devifé 
» to pis profit,, ey 


Than, to. s. peril, ' io od 


17. That from his Ginful purpofes, « jo 


Man majydhe drawn-afide,:: 
And humbly made, nai fubmifs, 
To mortify his pride. 


< 
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@ 


Para Il. 


J} © B’s 


Ver. And thus his life and: foul the Lord 


18. 


Saves from deftruction’s path}. 
And from the dire menacing {word 
Of God's avenging wrath, 


Le et ae 


The Patient defcribed in Extremity, and feafonably 
relieved by the great Ranfomer. 


Job xxxiii.19,—30. 
vail SE .C Tr, E. 4 
Sickne/s. come to an Extremity: Or, a fick Man 
brought to the Gates of Death. 
Ver. 19,22. 


193 1 ‘mercy does the mighty God, 


Man for his fins’ chatftife, 
When he, t’ inftruct him by the rod, 
Difturbs his bed of eafe. 
Sore fickneffes, God’s hoft array’d, 
The ftrongeft man affail; © 
Sharp pains his num’rous bones invade, 
And o’er their ftrength prevail. 


20.:Hid poifon does his vigour watte, 


21. 


22. 


23. 


His foul abhors the fight 
Of curious meats, which once his tafte 
Did relifh with delight. 


He who before, in blooming pride, 
Could boaft a graceful air; | 
And pamper'd at his eafe, abide 
In figure, plump and fair, 
Does now, by an amazing change, 
His neighbours all furprife. 


And pale lean cheeks, and flaring ftrange 


With ghaftly hollow eyes. 


His weary bones, a horrid fight! 
All ftarting through the {fkin, 

Which lay before, both’ day and night, 
In flefh and fat unfeen, 5 

His ‘throbbing heart, with grief fubdu’d, 
In pain and labour beats ; 

And life expiring, clofe purfu’d 
Through every vein, retreats: 

On-lookers think each gafp, or breath, 
Will end the doleful fray ; 

And killing harbingers of death 
Stand ready for the prey. 


PE Ee Ey ade 
The faithful Soul-phyfician an Inffrument of bring- 
ing back the fick Penitent from the Gates of 
Death : Or, the Gofpel Remedy fhilfully applied, 
and CHRiST the only Ranjom, 
Ver. 23,—30. 


If then a meffenger attend, © 
That knows the voice of God, 
And does, with prudence, apprehend 
The errand of the rod; ~*~ 
Who, fora Soul-phyfician known, ~ 
From heav'n his meflage bears: 
Such°an Interpreter is one — | 
Among a thoufand feers; 
‘Who fkill’d to'deal in deep diftrefs, =~ 
With finners and with faints; 
To fhew to man his uprightnefs, 
He neither hath or wants; 
Who, having ‘wifdom to be mild, 
Or tart, a8 cafes crave, 
Exhibits comfort to the child, 
Conviction to the flave; 


> 


B® iM TN«S 


723 


Ver, Inftructs the patient how to bear 


24. 


DS. 
26. 


28. 


30. 


Io. 


II. 


12. 


The mott affli€tive rod 
With foul-fubmifs, and ftill to clear 
The righteoufnefs of God; 


That he no quarrel, in his breatt, 
May ‘gainit his Maker lodge, 

But for his fins himfelf arreft, 
And juftify his Judge: 

If thus the perfon, fick to death, 
Receive inftruction jutft, 

And, owning fin’s defert of wrath, 
Be humbled to the duft ; 


Humbled to own his fcores of vice, 
And charges undefray’d ; 

And humbled to accept the price, 
Was by the Surety paid: 


Then God, moft ready to acquit, 
Says, “ Save the captive bound 

“ From going down unto the pit, 
“ T have the ranfom found. 


* What I have found he judges good, 
* And fo it is to me; < 

“ The ranfom is my darling’s blood, 
“ Go fet the captive free.” 


Then quick deliv’rance oft is. wrought, 
The patient is made whole; 

To health and ftrength his ‘body brought, 
To peace and joy his foul. 

Soon as he does his wrongs confefs, 
And choofe the way that’s right, 

His God exalts him/to the blifs 
Of lafting life and light. 


SONG LU, 
Gop cannot be charged with Injuftice ; and, being 
omnipotent, he cannot be unjuft. 
~~ Job-xxxiv. 10,—15, 


‘YW HEN finners feel the chaftning rod, 


Unjuftly they complain: 
Shall man the righteoufnefs of God 
Prefumptuouily arraign? 


Far be’t from God’s imperial throne, 
To practife wickednefs: 
Can th’ infinitely holy One . 
The rules of right tranfgrefs? 


Juftice divine, with wages meet, 
The work of men repays, 

And will each fon of Adam treat 
According to his ways. 

Yea, fure, as he is God upright, 
He'll a& no wicked part; 
And fure, as he’s the God of might 
He judgment won't pervert... 

For who of fraud, or violence, 
Dare God moft high indite; 

Whofe wifdom and omnipotence 
Does guide all nature right? _ 

Can any higher being be,7 0“ 
Whole laws Hothoiid’obienve! 

Or pow’r fuperior in degree, © 
From truth to make him fwerve? 

"Tis certain, therefore, he in whom 
Perfections all-abound, ~ 

Whofe pow’r no pow’r can overcome, 
With juftice muft be crown’d. 


His mind, to which no flain adheres, 


3 


Shines ever pure and bright: >. 
No maculating fpor appears. 
in uncreated light. 


#2 


Like 


21. 


22. 
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. He who is fov reign Lord of all, 
Can inj’ry do to none; 
Whate’er he takes, how great or {mall, 
He but refumes his own. 


All beings are his utenfils, 
And creatures of his pow'r; 
Nor can they longer than he wills 
In ufe or being ’dure. . 


. Should he recal man’s vital breath, 


He did at firft infpire, 
All mankind, perifhing by death, 
Would to the grave retire. 


All mortal fleth to mother dutt, 
At pleafure he remands; © - 
Immortal fouls for judgment juft, 
Unto their Father's hands. 


SON G LIV. 
Gon’s Omnifcience, from which no Sin can be bid. 
Job xxxiv. 21, 22. 


EHOVAH’s all-difcerning eye, 
Man’s life intire furveys ; 
His thoughts, foon as they rife, does fpy, 
And watches all his ways. 


The Judge fupreme, ‘tis clear from hence, 
Can never, through miftake, 

Be partial; nor, through ignorance, 
A wrong decifion make. 


Shifts, therefore, or evafive arts, 
In vain the wicked ufe; 

In vain their crimes, with cunning hearts, 
They labour to excufe. 


No darknefs from his fight can fcreen, 
Whofe piercing eye makes way 

Through mid-night fhades, alike as in 
The blazing noon of day. 


Can leud mens clofeft hiding cell, 
His fearching fight defy, 


| When darkeft caves of death and hell 


29. 


29. 


Lie naked to his eye? 


SONG LV. 
Gop’s Power irrefifirble. 
Job xxxiv. 29. 


VWVees God gives quietnefs and reft 
_.. From ruin and from fin, 
Who then with trouble can molett, 

Or hinder peace within? 


But when difpleas’d he hids his face, 
Or favour does withhold, 

Who then can fee, or with folace, 
An angry God behold? 


Againft a land, or fingle man, 
Be his difpleafure bent ; 
Nor more nor lefs refiftance can 
Refiftlefs wrath prevent. 
Not by the ftrength of nations whole, 
Can pow’r divine be ftay’d; 
Nor fmallnefs of one fingle foul 
His cognifance evade. 


SONG. LVI 
The afflicted Perfon humbled. 
YL2 Job :axxiv.i2 1, 3239 
Tis furely meet thus to addrefs 
“* The Majefty divine, 
“ Juft are thy judgments, I confefs; 
“ For fin and guilt are mine. | 


SON G S&S. Boox I. 


Ver. * Nor will I now at juttice’ bar, 


R25 


“ Commit a freth offence, 
“ By looking at my fins: afar, 
“ And pleading innocence.” 


Lord, what I fee not teach thou me, 
Difplay thy heav’nly light; 

Away let fhades of darknefs flee, 
And day- fucceed to night. 


Forgive my grievous wickednefs ; 
Thy péace and joy reftore: 

Lord, havel finn’d? yea, but, through grace, 
I'll henceforth fin no more. 


oS ONS OLVil 


Gop’s Highne/s cannot be hurt with Man's 
Wickedne/s. 


Job xxxv. 5,—8. 


: F ROM earth, O mortal to the heav’ns, 
Lift thy admiring eyes; 
Behold the bright. celeftial orbs, 
And view the diftant fkies. ee 


They’re high, yet does Jehovah’s throne 
Their tow’ring height exceed ; 

Far more than that bright ftarry frame, 
Is rais’d above thy head. 


. Hence never can this glorious One, 
Who fits in heav’n fublime, 
Be hurt or damaged by thy fin, 
Nor by the blackeft crime. 


His plenitude of blifs can’ ne’er 
Be made a whit the lefs, 

Should’ft thou, by multiply’d affronts, 
Grow bold in, wickednefs.. 

. Nor can his happy being e’er 

The leaft advantage reap, 

Should’ft thou, devoutly him revere, 
And all his. precepts keep. 


. Yet hence let not thy wicked heart, : 
' This falfe condition draw,..- .. 
That thou wouldft act a.fruitlefs part, 

Shouldft thou obey his law. 


Thy goodnefs. gainful not above, 
But to the.earth may be; 

Thy wickednefs.may hurtful prove, 
Though not to God, to thee. 


SONG LvVUL 


Gop jupiified, though deaf to the Cry of the 


oppreffed. 
«Job xxxv. 9,—13. rie 
: GoM ery. aloud of violence, . 
Whom God does not regard ; 
He hears the cries of penitence, 
~ When pa/ion is not heard. 4 
They under great oppreffion groan, 
But ne‘er remember God; 
Nor notice what his hand hath done, 
But wail the heavy rod. : 


10, None fay, O where’s my- Maker great, 


Who now can make me whole? 
But where’s my healthy, wealthy ftate, 
And where’s my heartfome bowl?. 


They never after, God ENQuires? 1? 
Who foon can eafe beftow; ., 
And, as he did their breath infpire,. 


Can moderate their wo: 2°) oo 


Part IL yO B’s» HYMNS 925 


Ver. Who, in the night of miferies, Ver. Oft took we his great name in vain; 
Can give them fongs of joy, How juftly then he tries, 
And fweeten earth’s calamities By raifing men, our names to flain, 
With Heav’n’s auguftemploy: | With libels full of lies! 
Who gave to man, to guide him right, But love, in-laid with chaftifements, | 
And paflion to controul.; Ill projects undermines, 
A portion, of ethereal light, And mercifully circumvents 
A reafonable foul: The wrathful man’s defigns. 
11. Which thus might argue; “ He whofe care Some bloody bulls, in this rude age, 
“ Does tenderly protect . . Will, to the end of time, 
“ Beafts of the earth, birds of the air, - Stand cronicled, for pride and rage, 
“ Wall never man neglec&t.”. That fed the defperate crime. 
Yet man, ’bove: thefe tho’ honour'd high Stern juftice, turning friends to foes, 
His reafon proftitutes, - . Makes them againft us mad; 
Who does of wants and trouble cry Yet mercy brings our well from woes, 
No otherwife than brutes. _ Our blifs from what is bad. : 
| _ 12, Thefe crying with their beft infting, God makes the wrath of man to flame, 
ae Their God does them fuftain ; 7 For ends they do not know: 
But men their nobler reafon fink, Our rich improvement is*his aim, 
And therefore cry in vain. «> But their’s our overthrow. 
13. God proud and wicked fuits denies, When wild reproachers would us clafs, 
He fees the inmoft mind: And damn with devilifh elves, 
In vain to Heav’n they raife the cries, Their unjuft cenfures makes us pafs 
Who leave their fouls behind. Juft cenfures.on ourfelves. 


Their cruelty makes us more kind 


= SONG IIx. Than e’er we were before: 


Gop’s gracious Defign m bringing his own Pco- Their lies and falfhoods make us mind 
ple under Affiiétion. Job XXXVI. 8, 9,10. To value truth the more. 
8. I F God ry fetters of diftrefs Their lawlefs fury makes us ‘trace | 
His favour'd people bind; | God's juit and holy laws: 
If heavy loads of grief opprefs _ Their caufelefs rage makes us confefs 
») Their body or their mind: - His anger’s righteous caufe. | 
9. He means to fhew to them their fin, Diforder, that with them prevail, 
_ In thought, in word, and deed ; Make us good order feek: 
How they to excefs did therein Their paffionate and fiery zeal 
SAlb-bouridasies exceed, Makes us fedate and meek. 
He hereby caufes them. betimes, Their lofty aims to domineer, 
-. With patience, reflec Make arrogance our dread: 
On all their bafe unkindly crimes Their feparating ways endear 
His kindly hands correct... Our.union to the Head. 
He likewife flrikes fin’s growing pow’r Good from their ill, beyond their ken, 
Defign’dly to reftrain ; Through grace, to us doth rife: 
| That in their heart and life no more Their madnefs makes us fober men; 
; - It may victorious reign. ; Their folly makes us wife. ] 
| When faulty faints deferve a blow, | 
He learns them by the rod, __ ae a sla? eg 
More clearly than before, to know. The Doom of Hypocrites that rebel againft the Rod. 
Their duty and their God. . JOW. XXXVI. 12,°13; 14. 
io. Unto inftructive difcipline f , | 
: : 12, HE heavy wrathful fword of God, 
Their ears he opens wide, I Shall on their necks defcend, ° Pe 


Attentive to the laws divine, 
- From which they turn’d afide. 


Their profp’rous ftate had ftopt their ear, 
But now their adverfe lot 
Commands, with loud alarms, to hear 
_The voice of him that {mote. 


His grace alone, that makes t’obey, 
Concurring withthe rod, .. ’ 
Excites them ftreight, thro’ Chrift the way, 

To turn from fin to God. 


Whom neither could his chaft’ning rod, 
Nor charming word amend. 


13. Falfe hypocrites, to vengeance fore 
Addeftin’d, hafte to lay 
Accumulated wrath in ftore 
Againft the wrathful day. 


In grofs neglect of pray’r they live, 
God is not in their mind; 
They cry not for his help, nor grieve 
- Ev’n when his cords them bind. 


[Licht 1n Darkness; or, Gon’s Favour in 14. On them doth fudden ruin come, 


Man's Fury: a Digreffion, applying the Subject And {weep them off the ftage, 
of the preceding Song to fome known Occurren- Amidft the very youthful bloom 
ces of our Day*. oes: : And vigour of their age. 
G REAT is the majefty of God, Soon does the unexpected bane 
~ And greatly to be fear’d ; Their eafy feats furprize; _ 
The voice of his afflicting rod, _ _Defcending like the fiery rain, 
With rev rence muft be heard. . »< * On Sodom, from the fkies. 


* This Digreffion delineates the conduét, and points out. the behaviour of the feparating Brethren, in withdrawing from, breaking US a 
communion with, and paffing unjuft fentences againft their.Brethren ; with the reception this traitment met with, and the effeét it had. es 


V OL. ie : ll 


re. 


Dike 


22. 


23. 
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Then, after death, their foul fhall live 
"Mong unclean fp’ rits in hell; 

For in the heav’ns, where faints arrive, 
No unclean thing can dwell. 


SONG LXI. 


ScHOLA Crucis, SCHOL'A LUCIS: 
or, Affiction, Infiruétion. 


Job xxxvi. 15. 


(y8® God is mercifully touch’d 
With pity to the poor; 

He faves the humble one, and fuch 
As do his aid implore. 


To thefe fubmiffive to his lath, 
He’s in his anger kind; 

In favour he but wounds the flefh, 
That he may teach the mind. 


Sharp and fevere his ftripes may be, 
But then they ftrike out light, 

By which th’ afflicted clearly fee, 
And learn to judge aright. 


His hands in love do them chattife, 
And to their duty draw; 

Thro’ grace his fcourges make them wife, 
When they forget his law: 


S ON G -LXIL 


Quarrelling with Gov, im Affiction, dangerous ; 


Submiffion, a Duty, advantageous. 
Job xxxvi. 21. 


AKE heed thou no regard for fin 
Nor love. to it maintain ; 
The leaft vice hath more ill therein 
Than’s in the greateft pain. 


If, rather than the {marting rod, 
Thy choice is fin and vice; 

Thou proudly doft contend with God, 
And fhew thyfelf unwife. 


If thou, impatient of the ftroke, 
His providence accufe ; 

Thou doft, by cafting off his yoke, 
Thine own, that’s heavier, choofe. 


In trouble therefore don’t debate, 
Nor with thy Maker fight; 

Contention makes thy burden great, 
Submiffion makes it light. 


SONG _ LXIIL 


Gop an abfolute Sovereign, an incomparable 
Teacher, and unexceptionable Ruler. 


Job xxxxvi. 22, 23. 


(Gy by his vaft and boundlefs pow’r, 
At pleafure can debafe ; 
At pleafure the debas’d reftore, 
Exalt, and highly raife. 


Where’s his inftructers to be found? 
For, who can-teach like him? 

Where’s his fuperior more renown’d, 
Since he’s himfelf fupreme? ' 


He that to men does knowledge teach, 
Shall he himfelf not know? 

Of folly who can him impeach, 
Or greater wifdom fhow? : 

His government what daring tongue 
Of error can accufe? 


The King of kings can do no wrong; 
_ And who can es he does? 
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SONG. LXIV, 

Gop’s Works manifefting his incomprebeni ble 
Greatne/s. 


Job xxxvi. 24,—33. 


| Ro em are the works divine 

Which every man may fee; 

Both thefe that fartheft off do. ‘thine, 
And thefe moft near the eye. 


Each rational beholder muft 
Remember fo extol, 

And give the Maker, wife and juft, 
The glory of the whole. 


Who can behold, but in a maze, 
Th’eternal God? and who © 

Can count the number of his days, 
Which no beginning know? 

We fooner may, from pole to pole, 
Our feeble arms extend, 

Than can our little finite foul 
His greatnefs comprehend. : 

Our thoughts o’erwhelm’d at fhadows grope 
In fentiments like this; 

Lofing their way, they’re fwallow’d up 
Into the vaft abyfs. 


Th’ Immortal view’d but in the fkies, 
His too refplendent light 

Does dafh and dazzle mortal eyés, 
For want of equal fight. 


His hand dark meteors, high in air, 
Does powerfully fuftain, 

Which he converts, arourid the fphere, 
To gentle dews and rain. 


28. Vapours exhal'd from earth to heav’n, 


205 


30. 


34. 


He wondroutly reftores, 
And fends them back with int’reft given 
In fructifying fhow’rs. 


Thefe from the dropping clouded fkies, . 
He artfully diftills ; 

And thus man’s mouth with food fupplies, 
His mind with wonder fills. 3 


Who knows how God extends his Gouds, 
And makes: the tender air, 

The pond’rous burden of the floods 
And heavy waters bear? 


Who can account, by human arts, 
For that tremendous noife; — 
Thefe awful murm’rings, fiery darts, 
And moft majeftic voice; 
That iffue from thefe clouds commix’d, 
And terribly declare, 
That the almighty God hath fix’d 
His high pavilion there? 


Confider too, how not in vain 
He fpreads upon the ftreams, 

And on the wide and fpacious main, 
The fun’s attractive beams; 


To raife-recruits for wafted clouds, 
And levy freth fupplies 

Of vapours, drawn up from the fidods: 
To mufter in the fkies. 


He thefe, for different purpofes, 
In wifdom doth imploy; ; 

Some ferve in tempetts, if he pleafe, 
The wicked to deftroy : ” 


Some not to curfe, but blefs the sa 
And fatnefs on it drop, » 

That it in plenty meat may yield, © 
And crown the 5 SaRrOG ra Bape. 
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_ ‘Ver. ’Tween heav’n and earth clouds interveen, 
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32. _ Now as a fav'ring fhade, 
Then as a black fun-dark’ning fereen 
With ftormy frownings. {pread. 
33. Brute beafts the fign of rain defery, 
By nature’s inftint wife, 
Obferving, with a heedful eye, 
The gath’ring meteors rife, 
- They foon, by certain figns can tell 
__ If forms are nigh at hand, 
Then feek they thelter where to dwell 
_ Moft fate, by feaorland. a 
Thefe fee and fly, fhall men purblind, 


More ftupid than the ftorks, oe 
Forget their God and reft, nor mind 
To magnify his works? — calla 
ryote: Hiatt akes dels: : 
Pu Mink tebe. 
Gop’s Glory noticed inthe Thunder and Lightening. 
eg SS Tobvin Yaa ta 
Suen Gen ait shyly ahesaeh srtriias Pils. 
i. VV Hen mi hty tempefts ,charg’donhigh, 
Py eaney (Sat ee feos Bee od, 
_ The dreadful noife along the fky 
 Affright my trembling foul. Lae 
AS noife that makes pale atheifts pant, 
_ And quake with panic fear; © a 
A noife that makes the humble faint. 
His mighty God revere. 
2. Heat, and attentively regard 
This high majeftic voice, : 
Which, breaking from its prifon-ward, 
- Spreads with an awful noife. 
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Then human hands are quite feal’d up, 
From labour in the field, 
That when man’s work is at a ftop, 
God’s work may be reveal’d. 


The favage brutes and beatts of prey, 
Thefe dreadful tempefts chafe; 

From deferts wild they hafte away, 
Unto their lurking place: 


If whirlwinds turbulent come forth, 
Or from the fouth appear; 

Cold {catt’ring blafts come from the north, 
The air to purge and clear, 


God's breath creates the froft, the blaft 
Of this reftringent wind 

Doth broad and {preading waters, faft, 
With cryftal fetters, bind. 

Thefe breathings turn to folid glafs, 
The lakes on which they blow, 

Benumb the floods that ufe to pafs, 
And teach them not to flow. 


His thickeft clouds,. by wat'ring {pent, 
Fie wearies and diffolves; A 
His brighteft clouds, afunder rent, 
He fcatters and revolves. 


Thefe by his counfels turn’d about, 
And manag’d by his hand, 

Move and direét their circling rout 
And courfe at his command. 


Thefe vapours that furround the fky, 
And this low region fill, 

All reftlefs and obedient fly, 
To execute his will. 


For judgment, at his call, 
On guilty nations, for their crimes, 
To let his vengeance fall. 
Or when he would his bounty thew, 
And mercy to his land, — 
In plenty then the fruitful dew | 
Defcends at his command. 
FO NGM SEy TT. | 
Mens Ignorance of the Works of Nature fhews what 
incompetent Judges they are in the Proceedings 


of divine ‘Providence. 


Hence noxious rain comes often times, 


_ Job xxxvii. 14,— 20, 


ARK, mortal! ftand but ftill and view 
‘The wondrous works of God, 


_ Then wilt thou ne'er, with any fhew, 


His providence explode. = 
TEs giclss Liar, senate tS 
His underftanding’s infinite, 
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Ver. Vain man! by what a vain haran gue Ver. So boundlefs and tranfcendant is. 
16.  Canft thou the way declare,’ His energy and might, | Mss . 
How pois’d the pond’rous vapours hang His judgments are fo juft and wife, : 
And balanc’d in the air? ‘And his decrees foright, = * 
So wond’rous are the works divine That no debater muft decry ats 
In thefe and all his ways, The great Jehovah’sdeeds, isis 
Such pow’r and perfect knowledge thine, Nor boldly afk a reafon why = 
As human minds amaze. [prefs'd? He thus and thus proceeds. , 
17. Whence are thy clothes with warmth i im-. —_ Should any afk it to their fhame, 
Whence comes the fcorching heat, Then know that he alone a 
When we beneath our thinnetft vett, ~ Is fov’reign Lord and Judge Luptenaay he 
And lighteft garment fweat? Accountable to none. oe 
When chill north-winds their blufters fhare, This fhould inftrué us not to fpurn, ; 
And makes the rivers freeze, . * Bt pious rev’rence raife ; 
To melt the ice, and calm the air, » Our mutiny to marvel turn, ee 5 
How comes the fouthern breeze? Our difcontent to praife. raeitigt 82222 eee 
18, In council clofe waft thou at all - This to right reafon fhould reftore, — ak ee oe 
With the Almighty. join’d, Make carnal reafon mute, = =——- BAe 
When he the model of the ball _ And teach us humbly to adore, es 
And firmament defign’d? But never. te.difpuseyigy jyapocibawes 203 2 
Haft thou with him fpread out the fkies, ~ Mild mercy meets with  juftice rice 4 
Clad in its {parkling drefs, 1 In ftanding to his laws; poet ee 
As firm as clear, and to the eye : He therefore wills not to See + eh ee 
A molten looking-glafs? Nor ftrikes without a CAULE ore woeiey 
A mirror made with {kill divine, 24. Men fear his name in Chritt for eb ; : 
Difplaying matchlefs might; Becaufe he merey Nath; 7... 
This ftarry frame fo fuperfine ~ _ But rebels, that reject. thé bli, . 
*  Confounds all feeble fight. Shall fear’and feel his wrath. a 
19. Pray tell'us what to fay of God, God favours hurnble hearts and wills, Eh a ae 
We can no knowledge boaft; But fons of pride defies; preety: 
Our baffled thoughts in darknefs plod, And in his fight wife men are fools, 
And are in wonder loft. Who in their own are wife. rae.’ 
I ftop! for who, but in a maze, ace i 
Can flare at endlefs height! SONG XXIx. 3h at upieeme 
What creature can undazled gaze Gop’s Rihat unto Jos, his challenging | him. 
At uncreated light! - ! - Job xxxvi ii. 1, Pa th. 
. 20, Men vainly in a meafure lay LL nature felt a frightful fhock, 
e; Unmeafurable blifs ; When from the rolling cloud, = 
ee They would infinitely furvey, | To trembling Job th’ Alonighty fpoke 
But fink in that abyfs. - Thefe awful words a loud ef es 
ae i . Who's this prefumptous moréil t Ce AF Baia 
" aU eee That dark’ning counfel fo, 
Gop’s Greatne/s and Majefly requires that he be By words devoid of knowledge, would 
| | greatly feared and rever enced. ~  Preferibe what it muft do? . 
rites Job Xxxvii. 21,— 24. 3. If thou pretend ’ft to quarrel Be. BBO 
| For ought that I have an age Un SMa wee 
a1. XOD, wind and weather-changes wills, | iv ors: 
= LSABMCGeiG DUR Rbups te this! 4 _ Gird up thy loins to hold th ne plea, BO 


yates -changes too when he fulfills, And like'a man to win. ger A 


- Let mortals be fubmifs. Tm now come at demands sof thine, 


Man cannot, with his feeble « eye, 
. Meridian luftre bear, : 
-22. When northern winds that fweep the tky 
_ ‘Make upper’regions clear. os 


furely mortals, fei’ ‘d with eer ose 
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Ver. My hand, without thy help, could frame 


5. 


This fpacious edifice ; 
And can’t my ikill govern the fame 
Without thy poor advice? 


If thou haft knowledge, tell what pow’r 
And wifdom I employ’d, 


' To dig the mafs of folid ftore, 


Out of an empty void? 


Tell how the globe was modell’d fine, 
By what ftupendous art; 

And by what meafure, fquare, and line, 
I fitted. every part? 


. Declare on what foundation fure, 


Did I the building rear; 
And by what cement, fo fecure, 
Do all the parts cohere? 
Show how the corner-ftone, by me, 
Was laid fo firm, fo well, 
That mov’d the fabric cannot be 
Without a miracle. 


. When earth was form’d at my command; 


- Which formlefs was and void, 
Know’ft thou how heav n, in confort stand, 
This dawn of time employ’ d? 


When all the angelic armies bright, 
The hofts of race divine, ° 


_ Whofe:beamy heads, in fparkling light, 


Io, 
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The morning ftars out-fhine ; 


Thefe firft-born fons of God renown’d, 
With joyful fhoutings fung 

My works on earth, till heav’ns around 
With acclamations rung. -— 


2 bSO No Go. LXXI. 
~ Queft. 2. About the limiting of the Sea. 
Job xxxvul. 8,—11. 

HO did with rocks, like bolted doors, 
Shut up the raging main, 
With fandy banks, as fett’ring pow 1S, 
The furious billows.chain? 


When with‘the rupture overcome, 
The turgid upper earth 

Rass rend.and ope her teeming womb, 
To give the ocean birth ; 


é 0 er which my clouds I, like a veft, 


Or fable garment, drew 
And fwaddling bands, of thicken’d mift, 
J o'er its bofom threw. 


| form’d a gulf. within the land,, 
To be the ocean’s bed; 

The watery troops, at my command, 
Soon to their lodging fled. 


They march’d, with all obfequious hatte, 
To my appointed ward ; 

And found:their prifon chambers fatt, 
With rocky. bolts were barr’d. 


Then faid I to the raging fea, 
That was diffus’d around, 

Behold the frontiers I decree, 
Thy billows fierce to bound. 


Hither thou may’ft, within thy caves, 
But may’ft no farther roll; 

This fence fhall thy impetuous waves, 
And flowing pride controul. 


S ON G_ LXXIL. 
Queft. 3. oo the Springs of the Morning. 
¥ Job XXXVIli. 12;—15. 

B* whofe appointment does the fun 

His morning beams difplay? 
Tell; does he by thy orders run, - 
And fpread the world with day. 

Vot. Il. 
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Ver. By whofe contrivance, fo exact, 
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16. 


Springs up the fhining light, 
To lengthen out, or’to retract, 
The time of day and night? 


Who bids it late or, ear’ * arife, 
At diftance far or near, 

Right to divide and fignalize 
The feafons of the year? 


. With wings fo fpeedy did thy care 


Provide the dawning ray, 
That it through deeps immentfe of air, 
So fwift might make its way; 


That in a trice might be fulfill’d 
Its fore-appointed race, 

And that.it might with lufter gild 
The earth’s remotett face; 


Prefenting all things fair to fight, 
That lay with fhades opprefs’d, 
New ftamp’d as with a feal, in light 

As with a garment dreft ; 


Light which by minds, where virtue dwells, 
Is peaceably enjoy’d; 

But. which obnoxious criminals. . ~ 
With panic fear avoid; 

For, if detected by its beams, 
The guilty wretches know, 

They mutt the death their confcience deems 
They merit, undergo. 

With lifted arms ’gainft Heav'n they fought, 
But thence the rays on wing 

Purfue the rebels clofe, till brought 
To punifhment ‘condign. 


Whence come thefe meflengers of light, 
To chafethe wicked crew, . 

And chain them faft with fear‘and fright, 
Aré they difpatch'd by you? 


BOONE OS - Deki: 
Queft. 4. Concerning the Springs of the Sea. 
Job xxxvill. 16. ? 
AY, Haft thou. div’d in lower things, 
Defcended to furvey 


Hid: paflages and fecret {prings, 
That feed the {pacious fea? 


Haft thou the ocean fearch’ d around, 
And headful wander'd o’er 
The many watry walks profound, 
Their wonders to explore? 
6 m0; Gin LAAs 
Quett. 5. About the Gates of Death. 


Job xxxviil. 17: 


; Hr death to thee op’d and difclos’ d- 


Her gloomy gates and rooms? 
Or-hell its difmal thades expos’d, 
And horrid longeve + homes? 


Tell then how fouls by death at laft, ~ 
From bodies are unty’d, 

And launch’d into the ocean vaft, 
of an 7. untry’d? 
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Quel 6. Concerning the Breadth of i: Earth, 
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Job xxxviil. 17. 


H4s! thou about the earth, O Job, 

E’er drawn thy compafs round, 

And of this whole terraqueous globe, , 
Th’ exact dimenfions found! 


* Put for carly. + As sais to hell, it igo everlafting. 
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If not, fince earth is but a point, 
To the vaft univerfe, 

How fhall thy art and feience joint 
My counfels deep traverfe? 


S UN GU LAAN. 


Queft. 7. About the Place and Path of Light 
and Darkne/s. Job xxxvill. 19, 20, 21, 24. 


| api ST thou the magazines on high, 
In which my ftores'I lay, 
And bright materials, to fupply 

The burning lamps of day? 


. My fair etherial mines from whence 


I deal out light fo faft, 
As to the moft “profufe expence 
The fun and ftars can watte? 


Canft thou, for age and fkill, explain 
The place of darknefs, where 

Black night, and all her fable train 
Of gloomy fhades, repair. 


. Couldft thou at firft, commanding light, 


Divide, for equal {way ; 
The path, for day, to chafe the night; 
For night, to chafe the day? 
S ON G. LXXVII. 
Queft.8. Concerning the Treafures of Snow and Hail. 
5 Sas J 23. 


“9 


Job xxxviil. 


: Gi haft thou been where hailand {now, 


My martial treafures are, 
Which I referve, for times of wo, 
And for the day of war? 


Haft thou thefe airy realms furvey’d, 

~ Where I this armour lay, 

’°Gainft finful lands to be.difplay’d, 
On that tremendous day. 


S.O.N G... LXXVIH. 


Quef. 9. Concerning. the. daily Changes of the 


Morning and eS 
Job xxxviii. 24. 


E Ais ELL how the parts of light thro’ clouds 
Of fhades their luftre fhare, 
Ev’n asthe eaft-wind {catters clouds, 
And clears the ambient air? 


Difcover plain, how doth the light 
Its radiant wings difplay, . 

Hot to purfue the flying night, 
And {pread the dawning day? 


[Each morning makes a mighty change 
By the return of light; 


Each ev’ning too feems equal ftrange, 


af, 


By. the relapfe of night: 

Yet men, who ftill the change expect, 
And fee’t without furprife, 

Thefe daily miracles neglect, 
Juft wrought before their eyes.] 


5S ON GG. LXXIX, 


Queft. ro, Concerning Thunder and Lightening, 
Clouds and Rain; by what facred Counfels they 
are direéted, and-by whofe Order emitted. 


Job-xxxvill. 25,°26, 27, 34, 35. 
5 Ae canft thou declare what way 
The heav’nly Architeé& 


” His cloudy forges up did lay, 
And in the air or 


ra 
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And how the mighty pond’rous mafs 
Aloft was thither brought, 

From which, foon as his light’nings pafs, 
Red thundei-bolts are wrought? 


Who raifes vapours from the ground, 
Which, pois’d in liquid air, 

Fall down in fhow’rs, thro’ which around, 
Thefe dreadful lightnings: glare? 


How are the heaw’nly aquedudts, 
And water-pipes contriv’d, 

Whence floods are to the thirfty flocks, 
Fruits to the earth, deriv’d? 


Who doth the water-courfe divide, : 
And for the rain that falls 


- By drops, or violent fhow’rs, provide 
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Fit conduits and canals ? 


Difcharg’d again to overflow, 
As once, the earth and hills; 
Each drop does, by direction, go 

To rivers and to rills. 


Yet by the fhow’rs that fill the bnaolts, 
Likewife the wildernefs;» 

Refrefh’d does in its chearful looks ~ 
Alacrity. exprefs. 


In places where no man refides, 
Nor does the product fhare, 

The Father of the rain provides 
For’s other. creatures there. 


Like healing balm diftilling rains)” | 
Yield juice to plants and trees, 
With drink reftore the parched plains; 

And thirfty mouths appeafe. 


Then rifing fap that round does glide, 
Thurfts out the tender bud, 

And crowns, with flow’ry, verdant dags 
The defart’s fhady. wood. ; 


Say, to thy voice or orders will 
The circling clouds attend? 

And when thou bids them rain ainill, 
Will then. the rain defcend? " 


Will ready light’nings fudden fly, — 
Or through the ether fhine, 

And thunder-claps ring round the tky, 
At thy command or mine? 


S ON G. LXXX. 


Queft. 11. Concerning the Dew, the fee and 
hoary Frof. Job xxxviii. 28, 2.95' 30s 


|“ thou canft fecret things explain, 
And hidden caufes fhew, ; 

Where dwells the Father of the rain? 
And who begat the. dew? 


How are the hov’ring mitts, fo foft, 
Arrefted in their flight; 

Then harden’d. in. the air aloft, 
And whiten’d in the night? 


Canft thou the nature of ‘the ice, 
With great exactnefs fhow; , 

Which, with its fett’ring artifice, 
Forbids the floods to flow; 


Compels the fluid element, 
So ftill and calm, to ftand; 

Binds rivers with its hard cement, 
And makes the water land? . ©. 


The billows of the fea congeal’d, 
Can roll no farther on; 
The ocean’s wat’ry face conceal’d’ 


As with a marble ironed £900 ;di9t' 


: Pawn Th. 
Ver. 


a1. 


2. 


33: 


26, 


J @ Bit 


Fierce is the froft; what womb did then 
So fell a tamer breed, 

That’s equal Aardy on the main, 
As hoary on the mead? 


Ge Clee. Gels tae Nk Ly 
Queft. 12. About directing of the Stars, and 
their Influences. 
Job xxxviili. 31, 32, 33. 
VWs man,can'ftthouin fpringreftrain, 
And bind the influence, 
Which with the kindly fertile rain, 
The Pleiades difpenfe? 


‘Canft thou in winter loofe the chains, 


Or break the frofty bands, 
With which Orion roughly ftrains, - 
And binds the paflive lands? 


Canft thou with conftellations clothe 
And deck the azure {kies, 

And, in his turn, make Mazzaroth, 
With fouthern ftars arife? 


Or, canft thou guide Arcturus’ pace, 
Around the northern. pole; 

And bid his. bright attending race, 
His fons in order roll? 


Know ft thou the fix’d celeftial laws 
Of ftarry pow’rs above? 

Canft thou on earth their influence caufe 
Defcend, or thence remove? 


Doft thou to ruling ftars difpenfe 
What virtue they diffufe; 

Such feafons here to infiuence, . 
As thou, forfooth, fhalt choofe? 


S.O.N G LXXXII, 


Queft. 13. Concerning the Formation and Renova- 
~ tion of the Soul, or intellectual Spirit, in Man. 


Job xxxviii. 36. 
WV He knowledge did to man impart, 
That ray of light divine? 


Who did with wifdom fill his heart? 
Was this thy work, or mine? 


To man a noble foul is giv’n, _ 
With fhining pow’r fupply’d; « 

More bright than all the ftars of heay’n, 
To angels fair ally’d. 


The fun above the light doth bring, 
Though feen in air below; 

From light divine the foul doth fpring, 

_ Her pow’rs in fleth to fhow. 


The God of nature did impart 
This intellectual mind; 

The God of grace renews the heart, 
With light and fight refin’d. 


SONG LXXXIIl. 


[A Digreffion concerning the Sour’s Sp1RiTVv- 
ALITY and tts NATURE} quite diftin from 
the Body and its Senfes. A Number of Proofs 
and Demonjftrations hereof *. 


AN’s foul, while in the flefh he lives, 
- Her powr doth exercife 
Within the body, yet furvives 
Although the dody dies. 


_ She’s by herfelf an active thing, 


That hath a working might; 
Which nor from fenfe’s pow’r doth fpring, 
Nor yet from humours fpright. 


BoA IM TN" Si 
Ver. Were fhe the body’s quality, 


“J 
ws 
~< 


She might be fick and blind; 
But in decaying flefh we fee 
A perfect healthy mind. 


When in th’ effects the caufe the fees, 
From fruits the roots doth know; 

Her views not from her body’s eyes, 
But from her own do flow. 


When {wifter than the light’nings fly, 
Her thoughts from eaft to welt, 

And round the centre, ’bove the fky, 
Move, though the body rett: 


When firft her works fhe forms within, 
And fees her perfect end, 

Ere fhe to act at all begin; 
No aid can fenfes lend. 


When without hands fhe builds up tow’rs, 
And without feet doth run; 

Sees without eyes, by her own pow’rs 
Thefe miracles are done. 


When the on vice and virtue thinks, 
Confiders general things ; 

And from known truths, in divers links, . 
A right conclufion brings: 


Thefe actions by herfelf alone 
Retir’d fhe does fulfil; 

Of all her body’s organs none 
Can aid her wit or will. 

Yet fhe in fleth imprifon’d lies, 
Mutt through its windows look, 

Her pow’rs of fenfe to exercife, 
And read the world’s great book. 


Though fcarce the foul can judge of ought, 
But what the fenie home brings ; 

Yet judging pow’rs,and what thus brought, 
Areé.vaftly diff rent things. 

Our eyes can nought but colours fee, 
Yet/colours give-not fight: 

The foul, when feen her. objects be, 
Views them by her own light. 


Workmen, on {tuff their {kill who fhow, 
The fluff ne’er gave them {kill ; 

No more, from objects feen, can flow 
Soul pow’rs to act or will. 


Yea, oft to check the fenfe fhe’s fure, 
Nor when it errs agrees; 

But crofies it; for, with a pow’r, 
Above the fenfe the fees. 

No fenfe the holy joys conceives 
Which im her clofets be; 

The ravifh’d foul her fenfes leaves, 
And hath her motions free. ~ 

Her diftin& nature fhines in this, 
That her choice works alone 


‘She works: this nature’s touch-ftone is, 


Things by their works are known. 


But why the foul and fenfe divide, 
When fenfe is but a pow’r, 

The foul extends on every fide, 
Her objects to explore? 


Mere fenfe cannot one thought command; 
For eyes and ears. perceive 

No more than glaffes underftand, 
What faces they receive. 


Souls guide the fight; for, chance but w 
To fix our thoughts elfewhere; 
Our eyes, though open, cannot fee, 
But, like a flatue, ftare. 


* See Sir JouN Davies’s Poem on this Subject. 


* 
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Ver. And, if one pow’r, which fenfes bound, 
Did not both hear and fee; - 
Then, moft confus’d, our fight and found 
Would always double be. 


The foul then fenfe’s pow'r contains, 
Within a greater pow’, 

Which ftill employs the fenfe’s pains, 
-But rules in her own bow’r. 


Heav’n in man’s foul thefe pow’rs did grave, 
Ev’n her’s alone to be; 

On earth no other creatures have 
Thefe heat nly pow'rs but we.] 


SONG LXXXIV. 


Queft. 14. About flaying the Clouds, or flopping — 


the Rain. 
Job xxxviii. 37, 38. 


27. W HO can the clouds vatt number tell, 
That {pread from pole to pole? 
Who can their falling rain repel, 
When pouring out their bowl? 


38, When rain enough hath drench’d the clay, 
And clos’d the cleaving clods, 
Whofe hand can heav’ns full bottle flay? 
Tell; is it thine, or God’s? 


SO Nt G eL AV 


Queft. 15. Concerning Provifion for the Lions 
and Ravens. 


Job xxxviii. 39, 40,41. 


39 WILD beafts in forefts, and in fens, 
Whofe proper care are they? 

40, The lions old that lurk in dens, 

The young that wait their prey? 


Who feeds the ravens and their brood, 
When unto God they cry, 

And wander far for lake of food? 
Says 5 1s it ct or li 


41 


s O° N : ‘LXXXVI. 
aie 16. About the wild Goats and the Hinds. 
Job xxxix. 1,—4. | 


: 


I. Kae st thou the time wild goats bring 

The increafe of their flock? — [forth 

_ ‘The time when they commit their birth — 
; Unto the flinty rock? — 


3. Canft thou declare the ‘eonths ise long 
The pregnant hinds complete? 
And when to calve, or caft on young, 
_ They to the brakes retreat? BH bt 


3. In pangs they bow themfelves, the wood 
_ Affords them no relief; 

, at once, they both. exclude | | 
ee ‘and their grief oe 


their meat. and find, 


* 2 = 


sO Nutpee Book I. 


Fak: The tame afs is. to {nagar bound, 
6. Bur ftill the wild is free; — 
His houfe I made the defart round, 
His home the barren lee, — 


7. He fcorns the city’s multitude, 
Refufes to be driven; 

8. The range of mountains for his food, 
And piles of grafs are given. 


With freedom blefs’d he roves apace, 
And ne'er the defart quits, 

But mocks the tame and ftupid afs, 
That his bafe neck fubmits. 


Ss fe) N G ‘LXXXVIIL 


Quett. 18. Concerning what i is called the U’ micorne 
ob XXXIX, aah 2s, 


9. Witt th’ unicorn, or favage bull, 
The beaft of pow’r and pride, 

Tame to thy fervice, bow his will, 
Or by thy crib mlpsdie Pi i ibshy ciphs pune 


1c. Will he thy yoke or labour bear, 4h, 


And meekly ftand in awe? 
Or with the plow thy: furrows) wee . 
On vales thy harrows draw? bak 


11. Becaufe in ftrength this rural king 
Is mighty, wilt thou yield, 

12, That he be trufted home to bring 

‘Thy harveft from the field. — 


To rule fo rude an animal a j 
Incapable art thou; iM 7100 


cei 
Prefum’ft thou then to rule the ball, 
Or teach me fo to — 


S10. G “LXXXIX. 
oo I ee, ees the : Peacock and te Oftrich. 
“Job xx xxix, 15,18. | ¥ 


13, BY rok, {kill was the peanace vain, 
With curious colours dy’d? __ 
Whence hath his fweeping tail and train 
Its finely painted pride?” pes} 


Bet ; paar 
Such beauteous plumes, ands wings fo wide, 
Tell, whence the oftrich wears ;_ 
So big, fhe other birds befide, 
A feather’d beaft appears? _ 


Her eggs expos’d fhe in the dut, 
_. Where laid, leaves to be warm 'd;. 
Thoughtlefs how foon they may be cruth’ d; 
Or by wild roamers harm’ ds a 


16. Her labour vain and fearlefs ee bg 
She’s harden’d ‘gainft her brood;- 

17. For God does from the e con Sen lif 
Of wifdom her exclude. eee 

18. Yet if wie = agree 


t 
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1g a high* 
apd rider aye 


ee ae eye? ee 
te ? e 


oe ge sey bi iil 


* 
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Ver. With “parrhidable native fire 
- His fnorting noftrils glow; — 
Pike fmoke and flame in furious ire, 
_ Amidft the battle blow. | 


2r. “Prowd of his ftrength he paws the ot aa, 
And pranfes on the land; 
- Tears up the turf, and fpurns around, 
_ The paflive yielding fand. 


When he the noify martial founds, 
_ And warlike trumpet hears ; 
He then rejoicing leaps and bounds 
_ And pricks his lift’ ning ears. 


2. When he perceives, even from afar, 
Th’ advancing foes alarms, . 

He forward fprings to face the war, 
And meet the glit’ring arms. 


23. Dauntlefs he runs on fword and {pear, 
The warrior’s files invades; 
And makes his paflage without fear, 
Thro’ num’rous thick brigades. 


The weapons which the horfeman weilds, 
He mocks with haughty breaft ; 

Of rattling quivers, blazing fhields, 
‘He makes a perfect jeft.. ud 


3 


| 24. In rage he beats and bites the ground, 


He dances o’er the plain; 
‘Nor ftartles at th’alarum’s found, 
_» ‘Bur pulls the curbing rein: 


i: 5. Derides the trumpet, fcorns the fhock, 


‘And mad the bridle champs ; : 
‘Smelling afar the fulph’rous fmoke, 
And thunder of the camps. — 


“Bot of HONG: Ks 
Que 21. About the Hawk and the Eagle. 
: Job XXxix. 26 30. 


26. Bs IDE. the beafts that tread the Beant 
The birds that cleave the air, 
- Seeft thou how they the {kill profound | 
And pow’r of God declare? BOP 


‘Is’t by thy wit the hawk does fly, 
And fouthward ftretch her wings? 

_Or when cold winter drawing nigh | 
“She -wifely fun-ward fwings? 


AX Ss 


: = Doft thou command the eagle’s fli ght, 


_ And bid her mount the fky, 
Aloft to travel in her might, 
And make her.neft on shigh? 


Dott. thou ‘ahi ivals po hae 
Where thus to build her neft,. 
That no invading pow'r vie feb sf} 
~May dare. her peace moleft? |. 


& 28. That with the frongell forts to vye, © . 


- “She ay elif, im cat atti 
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| SONG XCIL. Pa ee) 
Queft. 22. About Contending with Gob: or. 


A humble Challenge given to fuch-as ae 
Gop’s Proceedings... 


Job xl. 1, 2. seg 


oil cn 
Gesu God betaught? by whom: by one 
That quarrels his decrees? 


His meafures juft be overthrown, : oJ 
A plantiff proud to pleafe? 


’ *Gainft God fhall a contender blind, - 


Prefumptuoutfly eflay; 
To teach him how to chan ge his mind, 
_ And how to mend his way? 


T’ upbraid th’ Almighty, what is this 
But juftice to diftrutt? 

For he who God almighty is 
Can never be unjuft. 


Since from his creatures never he 
Had ought to hope or fear, 


Can fuch a being tempted be 


Amifs the helm to {teer? 


Shall God to man’s inftruction bow? 
Shall man prefume to learn, = 
And teach the great Creator how ss 

_ His creatures to govern? 


Who, of the whole created tribe, 
My ways can rectify? 

Shall filly mortal man prefcribe, 
And dictate unto me? 


. He therefore muft be catechiz’d, 


That would his Maker teach; 
And, not with his proceedings pleas’d,. 
of folly him impeach. 


Let then th’accufer, that would {can, 
And blame my ways profound, 
Solve at his peril, if he can, 
The Beene I eer pound, Na 


= 


S& ONG XCIL 


Jos’s humble Submiffion: or, The murmuring Mouth 
ed and unjuft Complaints fi — as 


Sel ma ‘xl. 3, 4 pas 9 


3s 4. BEHOLD oO etd ae vile, am I, ERE mee 


For now thy heav’ nly light. 
Detects the great flupidity 
‘That did my mind benight. 


I finn’d in that I fought fo bold 
The argument toftate; ©. 

And judged that with thee I could 
Thy providence debate. : - 

_ Sham’d and confounded I refign, Reto = Se 
For now ri can’t withftand » ae ge 
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SONG XCIV: 


Queft. 23. Moe Challenges given to Jos for his 
further Humiliation. The Vanity of vying with 
Gop for Fuflice, or of charging him with Un- 


righteoufne/s. Job xl. 6, 7, 8. 
6, > FIS good for thee, O man, that thou 


Down to thy knees be thruft; 
Yet better is the lower bow, 
Down to the very duft. 


7. That therefore thy affuming mind, 
Be levell’d to the ground, 
Some farther queftions are defign’d, 
Thy boafted fkill to found. 


Oft didft thou wifh to plead with me, 
Prepare then for the tafk, 

If courage yet remain with thee. 
To anfwer what I afk. 


Thou didft with confidence too bold 
Thy {potlefs virtue boatt; 

And yet my care and kindnefs hold 
As quite extinct and loft. 


But fince my care does ev’n refpect 
My loweft creatures clan, 

How canft thou judge that I neglect 
My nobler creature, Man? 


8, Wilt thou my judgment juft defame, 
That thou mayit righteous be? 
Canft thou thy innocence proclaim, 
Without reproaching me? 


Mutt my proceedings be controul’d, 
Thy charater to clear? , 

My deep decrees be difannul’d, 
Thy name and fame to rear? 


‘Vain man, wilt thou fo flanderous 
Thy righteous God indite? 

Doft thou thy kind Redeemer thus 
Ungratefully requite? 


SONG XCV. 


Queft. 24. The Vamty of vying with Gon for | 


Mh ce OWEPs Majefiy, « and Dominion over proud and 
= wicked Enemies. Job. xi. 9—14. 


9. H4S?. thou an arm like God that can 
Againft him take the field, 
And win by force?..Art thou, O man, 
/ With pow’r almighty ftee’ld? 
Canft thou both heav’n and earth fedate, 
HT, Fright with a dreadful es ie 5 
Or moft-exactly imitate © 9. 
Jehovah's thundring voice? seit 
10, If thou, poor mean dependent wight, 
 Prefum’ft with God to vye, . ~ 
Them now adorn thyfelf with light, 
With pomp and majefty; i 
Se With ftate and dread that « can and will 
The hot of hell annoy ; 
; saith dee ere tha heav can fill 


17. Like to a cedar, tall and high, rr 4 


: ba Nord 


a ON i in ae Bini 
Rope | 
{5 Qi, Goi BUG ates a 
An Inftance of divine Power in Behemoth ; that 
is,as Jame think, the Elephant. Jobs xl, 15,—24. 


Ver. hig ore again, to ftop the mouth,- 
And bring thee further down, ete 
> Thy fellow creature, Behemoth, 
A beaft fo ftrong, fo grown. 


Were flefh. his meat, what would namic 

. His vaft capacious womb, 

Which could whole flocks, at once or twice, 

- And.num’rous herds entomb?. - .- we 


Therefore it was the Maker's gare y 
Such ruin to prevent, - 
To make the oxe’s food his fare, 
_ The grafs his aliment. . Sik) 


16. The ftrength I did on him beftdwiA 
‘Within his.loins remains; ... 
‘The nayel of his ‘belly too | 
His mighty force contains. it leah | ioe ee 


<4 


With seenpshs to! AP Iba ot 
From fide to fide, As antry = ighe take 
_ He moves his p iant Out, is 20 . a 


Wrapt are the finews of his — i eee 


Like complicated cords,) o¢ on e+ oF 10 
Which clofe involy’d.with. many. yes, ag aA 
United force affords... ere 


18. His‘ bones are firm: like: béltg oft brag, 
Which guard the pond’rous frame; . . 


Their ftrength the bars of, iron afs, 
Well temper’d in. the. flame. ae 


19. O’th’ brutal kind this bulky: beaft’. 

Is the chief work of mine; __ 

Craft, ufe, in him, beyond the ref, 
- Structure and ftrength comings y 

On him his-Maker did ow, : 
totead ot hae a pet . 

An active trunk to. wound’ this foe, 
' And. guard himfelf from harms. 


But God can Kill the elephant, | °° 
Soon as a gnat cad he wo bas. 
So will his'fword the combatant) vel. 
‘ That dare his pow 'n defy. CAAA. 


20. This beaft prodigious, for his. food, 
Frequents the verdant. plains,» 

The grafly mountains; defarts broad, .\= 
BRED hou ai maces a eae 4 


4 


ees, | 
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aie varaeere si | 

23. Fearlefé- his. moutk ‘whet sth ae 3) 
. ‘To Jordan oe apply snes te 2 i ee eee 
orc ubts but witha, giuc‘ac fifi Ct epee 
He'll create oe pt ® 
é He draw uy , 
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nae ee coo ge Oe eee Miia ates © 
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y 3. Will he like man 


J 0238's 


Ver. Thou dar’ft not that sia, beatt offend, 


Left foon he thee devour ; 
Why wilt thou then with God contend, 
From whom he gets | his pow'r?. 


8.ON GC” -Xcvit. 


Of the Levidthiwy in general ; that is, ay 2 Whale, 
_ or Crocodile: Man, being unable to fubdue and 
tame bim, muft own himfelf to be utterly unable 
to ede before the great Gon... sob, xii. I,—I0. 


OB, if thou canft debate 
As thou didft boldly with, ° 
fn but produce, for humbling thee, 
AS formidable fith. | 


Canftt thou the reat ea 
Draw out with hook or line? 

Or in the deep the whale trepan” 
With common baits of thine? 


ith me, 


a 2. Cant thou. run through his gills a thorn, 


A jav’lin through his jaw? 
Or with a cord, he naigte" to fcorn, 
Afhore the monfter sede ;, 
Lip great diftrets, 
— With tender * words intreat 
Thy pity, and wi ith meek addrefs, 
His moan to thee repeat? Bab. 


4. Will he i contrac with thee make, 
To be thy flave for ay? 

a aot d as*a bird, wilt thou him take 
. To be thy children’s. play? 


will: he be bound and fo. fubmifs, 
As’ thy domeftic fort? ~~ 

He that to man a terror is | 
Be to thy maids a fport?'. 


6. Shall neighbours make a hearty meal 
Of him when catch’d by art? 
And foon his bones and oil for fale | 
Among the merchants part?) 
“2, Is't eafy work his” fealy “fkin, 
With barbed ir’ns to prick; | 
His head with fpears to. affaffine, | 
And touch him to the quick*: 


8. su ofe th hardy valour fhould 
eustee The furiotis’ ‘beaft affail, © on 

-Think’ftthouthat: fwordsand dag g gers would 
4 Anite Soon oer his ftrength prevail?” 


Suppofe thou fhouldeft with thy life 

- -Efcape his dreadful rage, 

Thou wouldft remind th fearful furife, 
And dread. anew t’ ‘engag A | 


. The hope of conqueft h her te i vain * 
Re For, aeitiP amazin; g frigh Fag Sry 


The ftouteft hero would as “fain, 
pe Paint at the boa sm 


reqyre 


‘>> f 
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e 
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Ver. My fole dominion, fov'reign pot" I, 


pa 


ee 


14. 


ae 


16, 


a5 


18. 
19. 


Pll further yet difplay, 
In my huge creature, nam’d before, 
With a more clofe furvey. 


2h Of the Leviathan’s Parts and Power, 


His parts, his pow’r, I'll not conceal, 
Nor his proportion fair; 

For thefe, by figns, my name reveal, 
My {kill and pow’r declare. 


A monfter comely! yea, let none 
At me obliquely {trike, 


To call ought ugly I have done, 


Till they can do the like. 


~ § 3. Of bis Garment and Faws. 


Who.can difcover, or difclofe, 
His {kinny garment’s face? 

Who dare approach his mouth or nofe, 
With bridle him to brace? 


He that his mouth dares ope would fee 
In’s jaws the throne of death; 


Long {pears, like murd’ring teeth, which he 
In dreadful order hath. 


§ 4. Of bis Scales. 


With fcales, like fhields, compact he’s ftor’d, 
Thefe are his ftren gth and pride ; 

His coat of mail that does the fword 
And glitt’ring dart deride. 


They are fo faft and firmly bound, 
So clofe together join’d,’ 

That air itfelf, which float around, - 
Can no admiflion find. 


§ 5. Of his Sneezing, Eyes, Mouth, and Nofrils, 
His {neezing terror breeds on fight; 
For, from’ his noftrils flies 


A flath, like that of light’ning bright, 
When darted through the ikies. 


His thining eyes, with fplendid blaze, 
The neighb'ring meads adorn; 


- Bright as the dawning lucid rays, 


20 
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py 


x And: dread that 


The beauties of the morn; 


While alfo fiery reeking | breath 

~ Breaks from his hollow throat, 

As from a burning forge beneath, 
~ Of cauldron boiling hot. 


=) 6. Of his Breath and Neck. 


His lips:do, God-like, wrath. proclaim, 
To fuch as move his ire; 

For from his mouth leap fmoke and flame, 
With ftreaming {parks of fires | 


When’s neck, his feat of ftrength he rears, _ 
Then forrow and annoy,or! of! se 
That. march before with woes and fears, 
Make. up his pompous goye buh. 
Triumphant terrors, pafling” bound, es 
His hideous ‘pomp pcompofe; ae 
feizes all ; seer S 
eee ‘comes or Songs? ae 


$7 OF his? Flakes a md 
ig lakes of fle(h fo fatti 
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nd 


' Ver. The ftouteft fea-men tremble now;.! 
Each like a quaking leaf, oe 
Left he o’erturn their fhips, or do* ‘ 
Some terrible mifchief. iW 


His water-breakings threat’ning death, 
Themfelves they. purity, 

And deprecate impending wrath, 
As doom’d anon to die. ; 


§ 9. Of bis undaunted Courage. 


26. Should they attempt with {word in hand, | 


The montter to attack; 
Bright fteel in bits, like crumbling fand, 
Would break upon his back. 
Vain’s the defenfive coat of mail, 
Th’ offenfive javelin ; 
For hardly fpears nor darts avail 
To A FASS his’ fcaly flkin. 


27. The iron’s but, in his .efteem,- 
A bulrufh by the flood ; 
And braffy weapons to him feem’ 
But fhafts of rotten wood. 


48, Fierce arrows cannot make him fice; 
29. Sling ftones and darts appear 
30. But ftraw to him; he laughs to fee 
-The fhaking of the fpear. 


~§ 10. Of his terrible Motion in the Waters. 
31. When in the deep he rouls afide, 
From place to place remote, 
He agitates the waves and tide 
Like to a boiling pot. 
His motion fo ferments the ftreams, 
The foaming waters face, 
A pot of boiling ointment feems 
And fhows a ftern grimace. 


32. His frothy track, when e’er he fwims 
And rides his wat’ry ftage, 
“So bright appears, the ocean feems 
As hoary grown with age. 


“Such foam and froth his path pace 
They feem to fence his rear, ;». + 
And turn the waters azure hue, 
To white’ with fudden fear. 


§ 11. Of bis Size, Strength, .and Dominion. 
33. In bulk and ftrength ‘mong animals. 
His equal is not found; 
Though he, of ftature low, but crawls, 
And creeps along the ground. 


“Yet he the proudeft warrior beatt. 
___ Infultingly difdains ; 3 ; 
~~ And, fearlefs made, o’er- alle: the reft 
ia i He like'a monarch fees, 1h 
2 oo The ftrongeft creatures on the earth’ 
E - Do tremble at his fightge: sail 
 .seHeé them in pieces tears with mirth; 
ae And with his fportive might. 
are 34. Withd {corn ‘he fees each lofty thing,” 
Sie ae The stouteft fo: denidepios ii aE 
We Yea, bears his Maker's ftamp, as King 
0’ Cla all the a aleee Pa A So 


ir 


—- pe . = aan 
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Ver. That thou, reid, ‘cant do every thing 
2. [now more clearly fee ; 
None can from thee hide their defign, - 
Nor hinder thy decree. 


3. In things too wonderful for me, 


And utterly unknown, 
I fpake but unadvifedly, — i. « a 
And foolifhly, Lown. a & 


I'm that prefumptuous mortal bold, 
. That darken’d counfel fo,’ 
"By words unwife, as I was told, 
“My pride to overthrow. 


ay deep defigns i in trying me 
My blind eyes could not py; Be One 

Whence I prefum’ d to quarts) thee, ee at 

_ So great a fool was I ce 


Ay, 


4. O let thine, anger. be appeal ‘dk. if ne 40. 2: "I 


__ Hear my, repentant {peech;. * = BY: 
_Thro’ him in whom thou art anaes ue 
Thy favour I befeech. ff nila. te # 
Of knowledge I will boats MO MGR) > “dee 
Nor haughtily. bared TOGA: : as - 
But filently thy name a te Rat a : 


_ Thy information crave. ca ayer 
Lord, fcatter clouds that mar. my fight, ‘A 
Thy truth divine difplay;. is fe , 
Difpel remaining fhades of nights: st 
And fpread my mind 1 with day. 7 aaa 


ST ees 

<8 0. N°! 2G: Kot ig ae 

Jo B's deep Humiliation, whith ‘made-way to is | | 
remarkable Exaltation: Or; the. happy Ijue of. 
Affliction Janitified, accompanied wih divine 


Inftruction. Job: xiii. 5 Betty" hha 


ae O Lorp, L with ihenouriacd car - 
Have heard of thee before; .. 


t knowledge ha ear 
Nor led eee sab am ti ". ‘o ay : 


But now mine. eyes Pate fe, 
In fair Immanuel’s face,.. ae 


ane = ee 


Thy wifdom, pow’r, - -and;m: naj ajefty;; - 
Thy glorious truth ¢ and grace. § iH 


My prefent. views. of thee fo far’ 
Exceed. the former. OM rts cl nce ae ee 
As demonftration ocular; . ‘ 


Exceeds a bare report... ot oT. 


‘Hence, confcious-ftings, likes arrows fmart, 
Deep in my bofom Mik gy soca eo ee Re 
And felf-difpleafure firikes my Bae ee 
», And wounds, me to al ie Ce Ge 
6. For now myfelf } Joath Bie Si | 
With fhame my face Ihvail; 


si Fh 


And all my 7 errors, pat 
u pa :: 


= 


ae 
Pe ty. | 


“<“phor a little, and make the mam intent thereof appear, ina way that I apprehended to be leaft hable to abufe. 


hee 


+ r, 
“A 
ih) ~ 
ve 
ut 
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SCRIPTURE SONGS 
Riiaiinionomans soaeine! 16, yy i 
A New Verston of the Song of Soromon. 


After I had written a Paraphrafe om the Song of Solomon, which has been publifhed fourteen years 
‘ago, I had no defgn of printing any thing elfe upon that book; but when. the motion was made of turning all 
_ the Scripture Songs mto common metre, for the Jame ufe with the Plalms of David, J was alfo urged 
to make a fhort Verhion hkewife of this Song, as near as poffible to the Text}. This tafe I undertook, not 
without fome reluctance, knowing how much the fpiritual matter of this Book is reprefented by fuch homely 
metaphors as would be very hard to expres barely, in fuch a manner as to be fenced againft the abufe of carnal 
minds: on this account, though I have now fiudied as little of a paraphrafe, or explication, as I could; yet, in 
Jeveral places, where I thought the meaning might be moft ready to be mifinterpreted, or not fo obvious, I have 
formed the Verfion with fuch fhort mmterwoven gloffes upon fome of ihe texts, as may tend to enlighten the meta- 


I have feen fome Verfions of this Book wm common metre, that could very little contribute to my affiftance in this, 
unle/s it was to make me'fee what night be avoided or amended, according to my view. Only Mr. Mason’s 
.Verfion was more acceptable to me, than any other I have feen, and therefore T have, in feveral verfes bere and 
. there, taken what help it, together with his and my own paraphrafe, could:afford me, in a fuitablene/s to my 
tafte, or the form into which I chofe to put it. So that after confulting the labours of othérs, inverfifying this 
Book.of the Song, you have here the plaineft verfion I could conceive within fo narrow and contraéted bounds. 
As to what may be further neceffary, ina prefatory way, I refer the reader to the Preface which is prefixed to 
the Paraphrafe on-this Book: the main difference between the prefent and the former Editions, is in the 
_.. fourth and feventh chapters, which were beforé in long metre, but now are turned to the fame coramon 
» metre with the ret, becaufe I have been told that this latter kind was more. acceptable to fome than the other. 


That the church and people of God may- be edified by thefe works, is the earneft prayer. of their fervant, and yours 


in Chry ; 


. . Okie ©: GW, Ch aA 
' . The Church's. Love unto CHR1isT, and his 
Eficem for ber ; with their mutual Congratula- 
© tions for each other. 
3 [The Tite ] 


Ver. “THis Song of Solomon the wife 
I 


‘ As penman fam’d belongs ; 
And,. juftly for its facred rife, 
'- Isnam’d, the Song of Songs. 
[The Cuurcn’s Words. ] 
2. With kiffes of thy mouth divine, 
O let me favour’d be; 
For better than the richeft wine 
Thy love appears to me. 


3. Thy name like ointment fweet pour’d out 
Doth all perfumes excell 3) » 
Hence virgin-fouls, the facred rout 
’ Of faints, do love thee well. 


4, O draw me with thy loving cord; 
We will run after thee: 
_ Lo! to his chambers deck’d, my Lord, 
... The King hath handed me. 

In thee we'll joy; this love of thine 
We'll mind, with more delight 
Than all the bleflings of the vine: 

Thow’rt lov'd by the upright 
5. O Salem’s race, I’m black o’ergrown, . 
As tents of Kedar were; 
But comely too by grace I own, 
As Solomon’s curtains fair. ~ 


RALPH ERSKINE 


Ver, View not my fcorch’d and fun-burnt face; 
6...".No' beauty there’ you'll fee: 
My mother churches angry race 
Have roughly déalt with me. 


_ Their hate and envy made me trudge, 
Their vineyards to infpect ; 
And while at theirs I was a drudge, 
Mine own I did neglect. 


7. But thou, my foul’s beloved One, 
O tell me I requetft! 
Where feedeft thou, and where at noon 
Mak’ft thou thy flock to reft: 


For why fhould I with forrow ftain’d, 
As one led off the way, 

‘Mong flocks of thy companions feign’d 
Be left to go aftray? 


[Curist’s Words.) 


8. Know’ft thou not, faireft of fair brides? 
Go trace the feet of faints, 
The flocks fair fteps, and feed thy kids 
Befide the fhepherds tents. 


9. My love; Ihave, to hold thee out 
’Gaintt foes that would thee wrong, 
Made thee like Pharaoh’s ftately rout, 
_ Of chariot-horfes ftrong. 


10, Great comelinefs thy drefs befpeaks; 
The graces all thee deck ; 
Rare jewel rows adorn thy cheeks, 
And golden chains thy neck, 


+ The Sone of Sotomon, being an intife book of Scripture by itfelf, this Short Verfion of it was at firft publithed by itfelf, (as formerly 
obferved, p. 700,) as was alfo that upon the book of Lamentations, before the reft of the Scripture Songs,- which were afterwards pub- 
lithed together, Along with the firft edition of this Verfion, the Author allowed his Paraphra/e on this book of the Song to be re-printed, that 


whofoever inclined for amore full explication thereof, than this Short Verfon could give, might, if they pleafed, turn over to the Paraphrafa, 


for it, See the Paraphra/e printed above, p. 662,. . 
Vou. IL 9A 
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Ver, My Father working ftill with me, 
We will, with pow’r divine, 
More golden borders make for thee, 
: With ftuds of filver fine. 


[The CHuRcCH’s Words. ] 


. Lo! while the King of hin crown’d, 
Sits at his table head, 

My fpikenard, flowing, doth Sean 
Its gratful odour {pread. 


13. Like as of myrrh a bundle, lo! 
My well-beloved Gueft 
Shall, all the night of fin and wo, 
~) Within my bofom’ rett: 


14. sa vineyards fair of Engedi . 

Are camphire clufters {weet ; 
“Much more is my Beloy’'d tome, |. 
When he andI do meet, a iy 


[ CurisTs? s Words. ] 


vy. Lo! thou art fair; lo! thou, my love, 
Art fair, without difguife ; 
The beauties of the modeft dove 
Are in thy graceful eyes. - 


[The Cuurcnu’s Words.) 


16. Nay, my Belov’d, who, me to {creen, 
Thy beauty put’ft on me, 
Thrice fair art thou; yea, what a green 
And flow’ry bed have we! 


14. The royal houfe of our repair — 


Hath beams of cedar ftrong, 
With cyprefs galleries; and there 
In ftate we walk along. 


Ay SR peg RTS 


The mutual. Love of CuristT and the Church, 
with ber Hope and Calling; and CHRIsT’s 
Care of her, with the Profe elffion ee her Faith 
and Hope, . 


[Curist’ s Words.) — 


AM the rofe of Sharon fis 
To deck the field around ; 
The lily of the valley, there 
To grace the loweft ground. 


2, Among the daughters in the throng 
My love, whom grace adorns, 
Shines as the lily does among — 
The rugged. hurtful thorns. ~ 


[ The CuurcH’ s Words.) _. 


3. As th’ apple-tree does far cell 
Trees of the common wood; 
So my Belov’d furpaffeth all gested A 
The fons of nobleft blood. 


I fat me down with great aus 
My weary foul to reft, 
Beneath his fhade; and, O how fweet 
hs ‘fruit was ey tafte! ee 


¥ vt 


pati es 


oe rie Fee E _ 
‘ = 


| ut Inviting {pring ado 


% cS 6 el iat * ean mee eR ee 
‘ e ' , i, "¢ ~. a x 
’ « ~*~ Vi 
} 
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Ver.O Salemites, I you obteft, 
By rural hinds and roes, 
Wake not my Love, while pleas’d to reft; 
Nor mar the {weet aepOF “y 2 


8. Lo! my Belov’d, whofe voice fo nigh ay: 
My foul with wonder fills, 
Comes leaping on the mountains high, P 
- And fkipping on the hills. 


9 oo 5 fpeed his active love to fhow 


iy) On, hei hts. that would’ S part; 
“He's oe tike she} t otant Rounding roe, 
Or loving, youthful hart: 


2 40 6 ‘Lo! he behind our wall:doth ftanids nee 


. He’s:at the: windows feen,» o% dod 4 Sa: 
» Difplaying: through the grate athand: sat 
-Himfelf, ‘in flow'ry green. Twod), fy shots of”: 


‘ep a 10» _ Sweet was my Lord’s mott charm rie,” 


_ When: thus I heard a BY ae aie ott ai 


, + tte | \ 
\ Ac” SH ISAY BAY ate Mt oe Pista i 
eS Make haf » an i 
is + hh “+ ia oy 


o me mx at ohh Ww va 
adorns the.c climes. es ae 

“ For, lo! the ‘winter’s: Ciara smd |. 

© Now. is the fair accepted ATH Sian | 

Ke Quit ¢ o'er’s the flormy UNE | een = Ni 


12. “ The flow’rs. “upon | the earth appeae yi 
“ Birds finging | tume’s. at handy shy: i 

“ ‘The turtle’s voice, toicharm the cary) | Ft eal 

“ Ts heard within: our fannd. eM Andy or th 


Green figs upon, their trees are BoM 
“ Young grapes are {melling gay: 
Arife, my love, my comely one; ws 
“Make hafte, and come away. . 


14. “ Othou, my dove, that in cleft a 
"© And fecret ftairs I fpy, fr “ 
“ Abfconding there, through fear of thocks 
“* Or fhame to face ‘the iky: ° secede 


© Come let thy beauteous face appear, 
“ Lift up thy voicetome; ~— 

“ For well thy voice deli ights mine eat, _ .. 
* Thy countenance mine SYS. A pa. 


15. “ Take us the foxes with engines, > 
“ The little foxes here |. beret el 
“ That {poil the vineyard; for our vines 
_ “ Moft tender grapes do bear.” 19 


16. My well-beloved Lord is! mine; es 

And likewife lam hist!) 0 30H 
Among the lily-beds his fine . 

_ And pleafant feeding i8f:{ 9 pci yl, 


17. Until day break, and: thades’ depart: 


Turn, my Belov'd, and flee 127.205! 
Swift like the roe, or youthful a 


On. SES bie Gia ty: 


Part II. THE. SONG 


Ver. "Twas but a little further on -. 
| 4. I paft from them apart, 
eo But to my joy I found anon. “ 
- The darling of my heart: 
I held him, nor would let him 20, 
Till I had brought him home, 
My mother’s houfé and room into, 
That bore me in her womb. 


s. O Salem’s race, I you obtett, 
By rural hinds and roes, > 
RK Ai ¢ not my love, while ‘pleas’d to ret; 
_\ ..Nor marthe fweet repofe. 
ai ComPantons Words pe" 
ty ae SG Who’s this gro, defart. does. fo fleet, 
a See Like {mo y pl ars rife, 
i _Perfum’d with myr h and Gran ia : 
2 oer aN ‘asprie? oa a? 
* aotodw The CHurce’: $ Wards. oy 
Be =e Behold his bed that Solomon’ bas 
ca Qr peace ‘and p pomp renown’ 
ae ‘threefcore men a ate 
% As valiant guar 
(LMS: 4 qunee: all bear a arms nese 
ae ie £ : 


Ps betas! 


ote re 


9. The TAGS which oe g} Solomgi 
Did for himfelf aray, > 
_ —.-sdDid frame of wood from Lebanon ; ; 
5: oe With filver pillars flay: : 


©. Did gold its bottom, and above 

__ Its cov'ring purple make: — 
he midft thereof was pav’d with love, 
“ For Salem's daughters fake.» 


t1. Go, virgi ,, fee kin Solomon, 
Deck’d Wi th. the own fo ga is 

= o* Fils mother omer ea wi » tipon 
His sera capiplege dey 


CG HA P. “Wy. 


Curist - fttetb forth the Graces of the Church, 
and fheweth bis Love to hers She ust to.be 
ee bs Soe ops ee bis. naiegs e012 
“agree qa: . [Cwarsr 8 Words. os 
\ ees _0! Aa art fair to me, my. love; 
SS Lo! Zion, thou Stade 
i ses Thy eyes as ate a beauteous dove isi 
_ Shine thro” y locks , OF, aig: 
Gay like a pleafant flock. of goats, 
On Gilead’s Rately hight, 
~ nee ey adorning hair, (that. Boe 
known deportment bright.) 


OF SOLOMON. 439 


Ver. Till day-break chafe the thades of wo, 
I'll reft in Zion till; 
Unto:the mount of myrrh Vl} ZO, 
_ And.to the incenfe hill. ‘ 


7. My love, thou art all fair.and clean, 
The chief of beauteous brides ; ; 
No {pot in thee is to be feen, 
_ But what my favour hides. 


8. Far {fpoufe, by marriage tyes, alone 
Lurge my call on thee; : 
‘ome, come with me from pebape, 
From Lebanon with me: 


Look from Amana’s top that chills, 
Shinir and Hermon high, . 

From lions dens, and leopards hills, | 
Where gaftly. dan gers ly. 


6. My filter, {poufe, thou in cffeed, . 
With one glance of thine eye; — a 
With one chain of thy ftately neck, 
Hatt rap’d my heart from me. 


10. My fifler dear, how fair’s thy love! 
How better far than wine! 
Thy fav’ry ointments fmell above 
All eaftern {pices fine! 


~ 


at. Thy lips drop like the honey-comb ; 


There milk and honey flow : 
Thy garments f{mell like Lebanon, 
' Where aromatics grow. 


12. My love’s a garden. well inclos’d, 
Delicious fruits to yield: 
A fpring fhut up, and unexpos’d; 
A fountain fafely feal’d. 


13. Thy plants of grace do parallel. 
~ An orchard rich with trees, 
And fruits that gratify , the {mell, 
And form a paradife, 


14, Here pomegranates and camphire grow; 
Here trees of incenfe bloom: 
"Nard, cynamon, myrrh, aloes blow 
With gales, a rich perfume. 


15. My love’s.a garden-fountain known, 
A living well befide, — 
Whofe gladening ftreams from Lebanon 
Through diftant valleys glide, 


3 . bo fits 
pth CuurcH’s Words. ] 


16. Awake, O.north-wind; come, thou fouth ; 
Upon my garden blow: 
Soon wil the breath, Lord, from thy mouth 
Make ail the {pices flow. 33 


Then, Lord, come gests the pleafant fpice, es 


‘Thus by thy S si bl own: Sta. 
ee garden be paradife ; | ~ 
This fruits are all par fom TT os: 


& cota f ct oR A Pp. eS Hero : 
T av wak b the Church by 7p ling. 
hoe es 


She having a Tafte of E bis Love, “is s fick of Lo: 
rail ary Sick 3 . 
bx defers, Hen of yu nae ST yy bis G Graces. 


tie Pas Ae ; ee £iy 
eae oe hae [ewarsr’s Moni Carer Fs 
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c The Chicas Words. ] tab Iie . 
2. I fleep, but yet my heart’s awake ;, 
A kindly knock I hear: y 
Tis my Beloved’s voice thus fpake, 


“Open to me, my dear. 
- “ Open, my dove, my undefil’d; 
“Love, give not love the flight: 
“ My head’s bedew’d, my locks are fill’d 
“ ‘With drops of winter-night.” ; 
3. Bafe floth replied, “I’m now undrefs’d; 
“How {hall I drefs again? . 
“ How {hall I leave this bed of reft, 
“My new-wath'd feet to flain?” 
4. My Lord then by the fhut-door’s hole 
Put in his hand of powr; 


Which with love-wounds fo pierc’d my foul, 


My bowels melted fore. © ~ 
y. When up to ope I did me ftir, — 
' TW anfwer to his knock: , 7 5” 
My hands and fingers drop'd fweet myrrh, 
On handles of the lock. ~~ 


6. I open’d then to my Belov’d, 
But he, alas! was gone: 
His late love-fuits my mind fo mov‘d, 
I fainted as undone: 


-. [fought him whom my foul ador’d, 
But him I could not have: 
I call’d and cried, My Love, my Lord ; 
But he no anfwer gave. a. 


7. The cruel city watch me found, | 
And keepers of the wall; 
Who did me rudely {mite and wound, 
And took away my vail. 


8. O Salem’s race, of better mind, 
_ To wail my Lord’s remove, 
I charge you tell, if him you find, 
That I am fick of love. 
[The Companions Words.] ; 
9. O faireft, what Belov’d is thine? 
In what, pray let us know, 


Doth he all other loves outfhine, 
That thou do’ft charge us fo? 


“Where choice perfumes do meet; 
His lily lips drop grace, and fhade” 
_ The myrrh that fmells fo fweet. 


d, like iv’ry bright, 
aphire clear. 125 Sige) 


oe SS “Me ae oe et i Skee: 
Z a) ye 75 . 

. HoT i Nt Bee 

~ & O-N G'S. Book A. 4g 


f me) eee, ie ee 
16. Mott fweet is that plefs’d mouth. of his, “ 
Whence grace and truth doth OWS oo”? 
Yea, he himfelf moftlovely is, => 
And altogether fo. Pegi. 
O Salem’s daughters, thisishe A 
Of whom you fought my mind: 
This is the bet Belovd tome; 
This is my deareft Hee 
Ciedd: tcc PanicNiie ye 
‘The Church profeffeth her Faith in Curtst. He 
Jbeweth the Graces of the Church, and his 
Love towards. her. 9) 9 


Tye Pee ae oS 


fi if;es #On vy 


eee 
The Companions Words. ] ss | 
f t 

HTP STs) WB Ie Suiil 


Pe [- thy Belov’d, O fairelt fair, ot 
‘£ Be fuch a matchlefs one, «.),. ; 
With thee we'd feek him, wift we where; — 
—O tell us where he’s. gone!- Bias 


eA omer trie + weh4 Art oie ai ett 
The Cuunce’s Words. yO OO 


I Orr) CHO Bas Seo TO" 
2. My Lord’s down to his garden drefs'd, 
The place, of his repait, , tee ge 
’Mong {picy beds to feed and feait, ee 
And gather ilies there. 2° -~ Sue won 
3. ’m my Belov’d’s, and he is mine: _ , 
Sweet are his facred courts;,. 
Among the lilies there that {Pines 
He feeds, and there reforts. © = 
[Curist’s Words. 1 - , veil =f 2 y 
4. My love, like.Tirzah fair array’d, 
Like Salem: gay indeeds.--- .; oe <4, 
Thou like an hoft, with flags difplay’d, 
Doft ftrike thy foes with dread. 
5. Thy catching eyes (of faith and love) 
That make myfelf their prize, 
Have overcome me; pray remove ~~ 
And turn away thine eyes. © 7, 
Gay like a pleafent flock of goats, :_ 
On Gilead’s ftately hight, 
Is thine. adorning hair, (that notes 
Thy known deportment bright.) 
6. Thy teeth are like a flock of fheep, 
Even fhorn, from wafhing come; | 
Each grace with twins their order keep, 
And bring full product home. _ 
7. Like toa piece of pomegranate, 
' Thy temples rudy clear, =. 
Within thy locks afiectionate  —«—~ 
And graceful blufhes bear. 
8. Queens, concubines, and virgins are — 
Unumber’d, whom they call 


he ane 
re > 


As ae 


The earth's great beauties, charming fair; 
‘But thou excell'ft them all. 
e I view, bag A 5m 


“ge 


es datling tod, 27". as rs 
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11. Down to the garden’ of fweetnuts =. )... 


I went, when I withdrew, _ 
« To fee the budding valley fruits, | 
If grapes and ’granates grew. 


12, And unawares'thy foul at ebb, 


Quick flowing, . fet me high. 
On chariots of Aminadab, 
And wings of loveto fly, a 


13, Return, returny ton :Shilath ie} 


Return, ret apace 
Tee ate aot ay en ‘with rene deli ie 


y beaute sous face: 
pig aes fu 


‘ n earth paced 
e. 9 7 shits d ped § 
: aad Bernlvond)'/ 
B19K: sot t} 


' cH Pete yi, Prob erase ¢ 
e, rie of the Mbiree Dracek 


| ‘She ee 3 her F. age Defi ire. 
Paap avtoite art ike Hy att gerd: OL, 
Ss r Ore si ins, sa Oi ae - ¥ 


ae 


} . uit 
eet with fhoes, 


4+ 
er 


Gh Gthere renollsi Ws, 
“Thine infant mi: yd to’ feed,” a 
Seem like’ a bow! “that “overflows: ing : 

: With liquor for their ‘heed! © 


Thy fertile womb an heap of wheat 
Forms to thy lily brood ; 

While. younger, babes have pEopet meat, 
_ The elder oli food. 


te Like two young roes appear sy breatts, 
That are delightful twins; — 
Thine equal care fo {weetly feeds 
ere a in. facred i inns. 


Is the head mott high, 
and fair, — 

with r that mounts the iy 
For firength and fate’ compare, — 


Thine eyés are like the lucid ee 
OF sn Hefhbo we 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. “At 
8. I faid, I will this\palm-tree climb, 


And of its boughs take hold; 

My love I'll to my bride in trim , 
And to her babes unfold: 

Then fhall thy loving,breatts o’erflow, 
Like clufters full of wine; 

The breath, of life thy noftrils blow 
Shall {mell.as apples fine. 


9. With wine that's-of the richeft kind, 


(Referv’d for whom I love,) 
Thy palate drench’d, fhall clear the mind, 
And graceful fpeech improve: 


Juice from .the living vine that flows, 
Goes fweetly down by fips: 


The mouth of fleepers doth unclofe, 


And fanctify their lips... 
[ The CHuRCH’s Words. ]. 


10, My Well-belov’d I muft admire, 


Mott worthy though he be, . . 
He’s mine; and; lo! his heart’s defire 
Is eenards worthlefs me.. 


11, Come, love; let’s. to. the field of grace, 


Retire from earth’s annoy: = 
Make villages our. lodging lace, 
That none difturb our joy... 


12. Let’s to the vineyards early go, 


To fee if fruit. improves; _ 
If, tender grapes. and ’granates grow: 
Therel'll give thee my loves. 


13. Sweet mandrakes {mell;, and.at our door, 


All pleafant fruits: Hieré be, 
Both new and old, laid 1 up.in, flore, 
My deareit Lord, for thee. eta 


ms 


Parcs f: 
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The Church’s Love to CHR1sT, and the Vehemency 
thereof. She interceedeth for the Gentiles, 
and prayeth for CHRIST’s coming. 


[ The Cuurcn’s Words. ] 


- O THAT thou as my brother wert, 


My mother’s fucking child ; 
I'd kifs and hug thee in my heart ; 5 
Nor be for this revil’d. 
Yea, in the openeft patent place, 
Without a blufh for fhame, 
I would with joyful arms embrace, 
The babe of Bethlehem. 


aT d bring thee to my mother’ s houfe, 


Who would inftrua me there: 
The fpiced wine, and’ granates juice, 
Id be thy a fare. 


ic 
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Ver. 
6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


10. 


Il. 


Ss @RM PTO BE 
Ver. If each for fruit his Lord affigns 


O do thou fet meas a feal, 
Upon thine heart and arm: 

For love, ‘is ftrong as death, I feel, 
Sufpicion cruelly warm ; 


Unfatiate like the grave’s defire, 
Is killing jealoufy: 

The coals thereof are coals of fire, 
That flame moft ve’mently. 


Can love be quench'd with many floods, 
Or drown’d with waters? No: 

Should one for love give all his goods, 
The price were bafely low. 


We have a little fifter, Lord; 
No breafts yet form’d hath fhe: 
What help to her fhall we afford, 
When fhe befpoke fhall be? 
[ Curists’s Words. ] 


If once fhe be a wall, through grace, 
We'll take a fpecial care; 

To build on her a dwelling-place, 
A filver palace fair: 


If once her heart’s an open door, 
For me to enter 1n, 
We'll as with cedar boards fecure 
And ftrengthen her within. 
[The CHURCH'S Words. ] 


So be’t, for grace made me a wall; 
Grace form’d my breafts tow’r high: 

Then found I (as my fifter fhall,) 
Great favour in his eye. 


Here likewife our king Solomon, 
A vineyard did poffefs, 

To keepers care (O be it fhown) 
He let it out to drefs: 


T2. 


5S ON G &. 


Proportion’d tribute brings; 


He'd render for a thoufand vines, - 


A thoufand filverlings. 
[ Curist’s Words. ] 


My vineyard, Love, the object is 
Of my peculiar care; 


’ My heart and eye is fix'd on this 


tn: 


14. 


. More clofe than any where. 
[The CHurcn’s Words. } 
To thee, O Solomon, I'll bring 
The grateful rent I owe; . 
The vineyard’s revenue, O King, 
Belongs to theeI know: 
And while to thee alone pertains, 
A thoufand fold as due; . 
To underkeepers, for their pains, 
Two hunder fhall accrue. 
[Curist’s Words.] 


© thou that haft in gardens choice, 


Thy dwelling here below, 


As thy companions hear thy voice; - 


So let me hear it too. 
So pleafant unto them and me, 
Is thy delicious ftrain, Si 
ll joy how oft hear from thee 
Until we meet again. * 
[ The CHURCH’s Words. J | 


O hafte again, dear Lord, and be, oe 


A fpeedy roe, or hart, _ | 
Upon the fpicy hills, that we 
May meet, and never part. 


_ SCRIPTURE 
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[ 743. ] 
SERIP TURE SONGS 


Sere ee Ras. T gh"? 


Poems Seleéted from the Prophet Isa1an, &. 


All Scripture is profitable for inftruétion; and thofe paffages that are poetical are well calculated for gaining the 
attention, enlivening the affection, exciting devotion, and afffting the memory. Our Saviour divides the books of 
the Old Teftament to the Law, the Prophets, and the Pfalms, Luke xxiv. 44. which teaches us to dif 
tinguifh thofe books and paffages that are poetical. The prophetical writmgs abound with a variety of poetical 

compofitions.. The Prophets of the Lord were them/felves all holy men, vefted with a divine miffion, bad a 
"great intercft in and intimacy with Heaven, Prophedy is venerable for its antiquity, for it came of old time ; 
and to be efteemed for its excellence, being put for all divine revelation. All the prophets bare witne/s of Chrift, 
and teftified before-hand of his fufferings, and the glory that:fhould follow. Of all the prophets none 
Spoke fo clearly and fully of Chrift, as the prophet \satan; for which he is juftly filed, the evangelical pro- 
phet ; and by fome of the antients, a fifth evangelift. The whole of bis prophefy is tranfeendently excellent 
and ufeful, and contains much of the grace of the gofpel, and abounds with more poetical paffages, facred 
odes, and evangelical fongs, than all the other prophets befides. And if thefe divine hymns and poetical pafages 
are viewed with proper attention, they will be found to have in them as lofty and fublime ftrokes of poetry as 
are to be met with ; carrying in them a poetic force and flame, without a poetic fury and fiction; and frrangely 
command and move the affections, without corrupting and putting a cheat upon the imagination; and are 


well adapted to gratify the ear, edify the mind, captivate the heart, and yield both profit and pleasure. Of all 
this the following fongs will exbilite a fpecimen, 


-S.O N Gtk 
Morning and Evening Mercies to be acknowledged. 
Pfalm xcil. 2. Lam, iii. 23. 
B Rige gifts; O God, of endlefs love, 
#.. Each evening tide are new; | 
And morning: mercies: from above ~ 
Diftill like:early due. bat 


SON GI. 


The young and old Sinner warned ; and Death 
) dreadful to the unconverted. 


Eccl. xii. 1, 7. Ifa, lxv. 20. 


See Maker and Redeemer, God, 


Thou fpread'it'the curtains of the hight, 
‘To guard-our:dleeping hours» 

‘Thy fov’reign.aword reftores the light, 
To raife.our:drowfy pow’rs. | q 
We yield out pow’rs to thy 

To thee'devote our days ; bn A 
For conftant bleflings from thy hand, 
We-owe thee conftantpraife, © >: 


Sy ong a 
The Day of Youth, and the Day of Fudgmeni. 


command, 


* oi, BOCh, Xi, 9, 
EJOICE, ye ftriplings, vain and ‘young, 
That full of frolics rove; 
Indulge your hearts, and eyes, and tongues, 
In merriment you love. | 


Tafte the delights! your fouls defire; 
And pleafures you defign ; 
And-give a loofe.to all your fire, 
‘In wantonnefs and wine. 
Enjoy your foolith fading blifs, r 
And lawlefs joys; but know, . 
Befide the day of mirth, there is | 
A day of judgment too, 
‘[The judge will all your works record, 
. Till you the doom ‘hall hear; — 
O Tet the thunder of his word . 
Awake your fouls to fear! 
Wrath, to your follies due by law, 
Should dike yaar hearts with dread: 
The vice you hug will furely draw . 
The vengeance on your head. — 
Think how you'll bear that dreadful day, 
And ftand the fiery tet: 
O give your mortal joys away 
_ For everlafting reft!} = 


2 


Mind ere the months come on, 
When. you thall fay, your youthful- blood 
And merry days are'gone. 
The aged, wicked finner goes 
To regions of the dead, 

Laden with guilt and heavy woes, 
And curfes‘on his head.: 
His duft\defcends;: his foul'to'God 

Afcends;' not ‘there to dwell, " 
But :to be doom’d to his ‘abode: 
Then down the finks to hell. 


[Lord, put thy fear into my heart, 
And when I hence remove, 
Provide my foul ia better part, 
A manfion in thy love.] 


$0 NG Ive 


The Glory,'Peace; and Piety of the Go/pel Church, 


“an the latter Days: 
Ia. ii. 23-6. 


+ T Nolatter days, God’s holy hill, 


His houfe, fhall fo be rais’d, 
‘Bove hills and mountains high, as will 
__ Make men, that fee, amaz’d. . 


‘All nations then {hall thither flow 


3- _Inthrongs, and fay aloud, 


4. He thall,-as Judge, his throne.ere@t, 


Come, let us:up to Sion. go, 
The houfe of Jacob’s God. 

We'll learn his:eafy. yoke to.draw, 
His-facred path to trace; 

From Sion fhall go forth the law, 

_ From Salem news of grace. , 


Among the nations:rudej) ¥9) 
To make them friends; or jiftly-c 
The rebel multitude. 


744 


Ver. 


$ CuR WT Pereger tx 


His peace proclaim’d with gracious words, 
Shall banifh feuds and fears ; 

Men fhall to plow-fhares beat their fwords, 
And pruning-hooks, their fpears. 


No nation more ’gainft nation fhall 
Rife up in arms, nor fight. 


. O Jacob’s houfe, come let us all 


Walk in Jehovah’s light. 


SD Ny iain 
The Song of the Vineyard, juftifying Go p’s Severity. 
Ifa. v. 1,—7. 
A SONG to my beloved One 
Pll fing and mention will ‘ 


His vineyard, fituate upon 
A very fuitful hill. 


. Round with a wall he fenc’d it fine, 


Did noxious ftones eject ; 
Then plant it with the choiceft vine, 
"Midft it a tow’r erect: 


A wine-prefs there he made; and thence 
Expected grapes for ufe: 

Yet none but wild grapes of offence 
And trafh did it produce. 


. Now, O ye Salem natives all, 


And tribe of Judah huge; 
I, ’twixt me and my vineyard, call 
On you yourfelves to judge, : 


. What more.of outward. pains could. be 


Than mine, to deck the field? 
Why then, inftead of grapes to me, 
Wild ‘clufters did it yield? 


. Fhe-crime leaves no excufe a room, * 


And therefore now go-to; 


[ll read my barren vineyard’s doom,” 


And fhew,you, what I'll do: 


I'll foon unhedge it quite to be 
Devour’d like to ai heath: 

O’erthrow its wall, to make it free 
For foes a treading path. 


. Pll lay it wafte, nor prune, nor dig, 


Then briars and thorns hall fpread: 
I'll charge the clouds, with vapours big, 
No fhow’rs on it to fhed. 


. For now the houfe of Ifra’l fair 


Jehovah’s vineyard is ; 
‘The men of Judah likewife are 
That pleafant plant of his. 


He look’d for judgment juft, but lo! 
Oppreflion rude appear’d ; 


.. For righteoufnefs, but crofs ‘thereto, . 


‘O 


A cry of blood was heard. 


SO. N'G: VI. 


A Song a Praife toGon, the Saviour'and Salva- 
‘tion of Zion, far his Mercies: 


Ha. xii 7,9," 


LOR D, thy praife 1 will bay 
Tho’ wroth with me thou ‘watt, 
Yet now thine anger’s turn’d away, 
Thou me comforted haft. 


. Behold, God’s my falvation ftrong; 


lll truft him unaffraid: 
The Lord Jehovah is my fong, 
My ftrength and faving aid. ' 


. Ye then, who {corch’d wi’ th’ fiery laws 


Whom thirft or need compells, | 
With joy fhall living water aE 
From thefe paler tig St 


on Gls abd t 


8, 


S'Oo NGS. Book I. 


Ver. Aloud be hallelujah faid, 
4. _ Call on Jehovah’s name; 
His deeds among the people fpread, 
“Speak out his lofty fame. 


. Sing to the Lord, him praife and blefs; 
For he, the wifeft One, 
Things excellent hath done; and this 
In all the earth is known. 
. Cry out and fhout, thou denizon, 


- That dwells i in Zion free: 


For great is Ifra’l’s holy One, 
That dwells 1 in midft of thee. 


SON G .NVIL. 


' ASong of Praife toGon for his merciful iii, 


faving Benefits, and victorious Salvation. 


Ifa. xxv. 1,—12. 
Sect. I. Gop’s merciful Judgments, ; 


I. TT Hou, O Jehovah, art my God, 
Thee as mine own I claim; >. 
Y’ll therefore. celebrate abroad 
And praife thy glorious name: 


For thou haft wonders manifold 
Perform’d in recent drefs ; | 

Shap’d to thy counfels, which of old 
Are truth and faithfulnefs. 


. In heaps and rubbifh laid thou Beet 
Strong cities, fene’d afore;:s © ool! 
And ftrangers ‘palaces laid! watte, 
To be rebuilt no more. 


. Thy ftouteft foes fhall. therefore yield 

The glory thine tobe ;..:\/ cA, 
And nations fierce refigmthe feldytt 

_, And. fear to cope. with thee. A sodT 


. For thow-in {traits a ftrength to POOr . 
And néedy ones haft-been;: 0) 9) i 
From blowing ftorm.a refuge fure,! 
, From {corching , heat.a {creen...: oN 


And that in times of greateft dread, 
When furious tempetts fall, 10% 

And blaits of tyrants fierce exueed 
The ftorm that beats the wall. 


. The ruffling noife of ftrangers rude, 
“Thou fhalt abate’ with eafe,’ * 
As in dry plots a fhady cloud ¥ 
Does fcorching heat furceafe: ' * f 


On tyrants proud thou'lt’ be’ ‘aveng’d, 
That are fo dreadful now; 

Their jov’al trebles fhall be chan 1B a 
To — —_ lew: 12 


‘cmehger A 


Sects: a Hi s is faving Bondht? 


6. Lo! in this. fonnt he Lord of hofts,. 
__ A banquet fhall prepare, 
For all that tread on Zion’s coafts,. 
And people. ev'ry. were. — 


He'll with fat things. and wines fuaflice, 
Fat things of marrow. a tht bpheety ee 

Wines well refin’d, ‘from off the. oe 
To glad.and chear the dull. 


. And in this mount, he ‘ raze the vail, wo 
The face o’er-cov’ ‘ring thade, - 

Of darknefs caft. o'er people all, . 
And. o'er all nations {pread.. 

‘He'll fwallow up, in . victory, Pat 
Grim death, the kin, of fears; ~ 

From faces all the Lor moft ane 
Will wipe away, the tears: raat; se 


Part IV. FROM | TDaishs P R-OWH ET. ISA LAH. 
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Ver. What bafe contempt, and vile reproach, Ver, Ev’n in the land where truth’s declar’d, 
Were on his people laid, _ And juftice hath abode, 
From off the earth he'll quite difpatch: He'll be unjuft ; nor will regard 
For fo the Lord hath faid. The majefty of God. 
Secr. Il. His viétorious Salvation. 11. Lord, when thy lifted hand’s in fight, 
, Yet fee they won't at all; 
‘ ll yw. 5 
7 i tial wate caeaaleae o hah They fhut their eyes from cleareft light: 
“ We ftay’d for him, and Watt anes 5 But fee at length they fhall: 
“ With his falvation load: And blufh, that they, from blind envy, 
“‘ This is the Lord Redeemer kind, ~ ee aeee nie Vt ae 
“ For whom we long did wait; the fiery wrath, thy foes defy, 
- © We will be glad, with joyful mind, Shall foon devour them quite 


“ In his falvation great. 


10. For here fhall reft our conqu’ring God, 
And Moab be o’erthrown; 
11. The gates of hell fhall down be trode, 
-12. The trump of triumph blown. 


Secr. Ill. Gov’s Favour to his People. 


12. Thou, Lord, wilt’ peace for us ordain: 
For, far above our thought, 

| Thou all our works, of grace and gain, 

SONC VIL Haft in and for us wrought. 


A Song inciting to Faith, Patience, Hope, and 13: Strange lords, inftead of thee, O Lord, 
Confidence in Gop. Have o’er us. domuineer’d: 


Ifa. xxvi. chap. “ In that day fhall this fong i bh egee grace, thy name record 
“ be fung in the land of Judah,” tea) : 
eek a, 14. Dead and deceas’d, thefe tyrants fhail 
Sect. 1. Confidence in Gon. Nor live; nor rife to bite; 
I. W =. have a city, ftrong and fair, Thy vifit, killing them, made all 
Where grace triumphant reigns ; Their mem’ry perifh quite. 
Inftead of walls and bulwarks there 1g. Thy nation once thou did increafe; 
Salvation God ordains. Then, Lord, they multiply’d: 
2. Set open to the nation juft (In this, was fhown thy faithfulnefs) 
The city gates, that they And thou art-glorify’d. 
“Who buy the truth, and‘keep the truft, 


Yet juftly no e captives are 
May enter there and ftay. - JED DRY Weer a BCL 


For fin, which thee offends ; 


3. Thou wilt him keep in perfect peace Thou haft remov’d the nation far, 
Whofe mind on thee is ftay’d, To earth’s remotett ends. 
Becaufe he all his truit doth place 16. In trouble, Lord, thy folk diftrefs’d 
In thee alone for aid. To vifit thee took care; 
4, Truft ye for ever in the Lord; And when thy chaft’ning hand them prefs’d 
For everlafting pow’r ; Pour’d out a fervent pray’. 


Is in the Lord Jehovah ftor’d, 


The Rock of ages fure. [The floods in which vain hopes were 


Set praying fhips a-float ; {drown’d 
Sect. Il. Gov’s Fudgments. Nor were they melted till they found 
5. He fhews his pow’r by. bringing down The furnace burning hot.| 
The proud that dwell on-high: 17..As women, pregnant and in pain, 
Makes tow’ring cities overthrown When time of birth draws nigh, 
Low in the duft to ly. . ) Cry out in pangs; fuch, Lord hath been 
6: Yea, poor defpis’d and needy ones; Our cafe before thine eye. 
That truft beneath his fhade, 18. We lab’ring did of child-birth find 
Shall under foot the pomp of thrones The pain, but not the joy; 
And lofty cities tread. We brought forth, as it were, but wind; 
7. The juft man’s way is plain and right; No profit, but annoy: 
Thou, Lord, moft upright, weight ft For by us no deliverance rofe, 
His. path, to level with delight Within the land at all; 
The plain which thou furvey’tt. Nor was the world of foreign foes 
8. Yea, in thy way, where judgments flame, Before us made to fall. 
_ We waited, Lord, thy will: 19. But, lo! thy dead fhall live and {pring, 
Our foul’s defire is to thy name, With my dead body well 
. -And thy remembrance ftill. | They: fhall arife: awake and fing | 
9. To thee, Lord, in the fhade of night, Ye in the duft that dwell. | 
© ..My foul’s defire was drawn ; Spring dews the bury’d herbs renew} 
Yea, with my {fpirit’s' inward might Thine juft refembles thofe: 
_ [il feek thee in the dawn: ; Earth fhall caft out the dead, and thou 
For when thy judgments juft appear | Catt down ‘gigantic foes. 
On earth, fevere‘and ftern,. . 2 2h 
The world’s indwellers wife will fear, Sect. 1V. An Exhortation to rely on Gov. 


And righteoufnefs will learn. $a Ge ty 
= 20. Come, children, to your Father’s arms 
to as welbag jediginent thaw  _ While formy tempefts chafey 
ne ghte SREAelS Tors Wageritaell he, Take fhelter here from threatning harms, 
Nor dath his idols down: 5% In chambers of my grace. 
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Ver, Your clofet doors, by. faith and pay rs 
. Be {hut about you faft; 
Hide for a little moment there; 
Till wrath be overpatt. 


For, lo! the Lord, the Judge of faints, 
Comes from his place betimes, 

To punith th’ earth’s inhabitants 
For all their bloody crimes. 


The earth fhall all her crying bloods, 
And fecret fins difclofe ; 

Nor cover more her flain with clods, 
But all to light expofe. if 


21. 


SONG) IX. 
A Song of Gov’s Care over bis Vineyard. 
Ifa. xxvii. 2,— 6. 


a AEE ye to God, the vineyard fair 
Of choiceft rudy wine, 
Which I the Lord do keep with care, 
And cultivate as mine. 


3. ll every moment water it, 
To make it frefh and gay; 
And none to hurt it will permit, 
But keep it night : ‘and day. ; 


4. Nor fury is in me ’gainft it; 
Who then, with lifted horns, 
’Gainft me in battle rank would fet 
An hoft of briars and thorns? 


Soon would J, like‘a flaming fire, | 
Go thro’ and burn them quite; 
[But vengeance is not my» defire, 

For mercy’s my delight.]_ 


gs. Let then the finner’s holding be 
My arm of pow’r for all, 
That thus he may make peace with me, 
And make the peace he fhall. 


6. For God will, caufe the progeny 
Of Jacob to take root ; 
And blooming Ifra’l {hall fupply 
‘The barren world ‘pithy ae ee 


SONG x. 


‘The Song of HezEK1aH when his Lift was 
dengthened, ‘after a Meffage of Death. 


Me. XXXVI. 10,— 20. 


‘10. AVN's fentence to cut | fii my mailers) 


Thus made me vent my fears ; 
"To death’s black gates I'll go, alas! 
‘Reft of my running years. . 


11, No more Pil fee the Lord, faid ‘5 oe ie 


~ Nor mortals more-on earth efpy, a 4 
In Seu eee weforts; grok 2 


‘d’s tent aloof aif 
fale scare Os oF 
umb cut 0 eit 


& G4n2 f plea R OF 
Ver. With looking up mine eyes diftrefs'd — - 


i. 


16. L 


17 


18 


19. 


20 


_ Like morning ff 


| Fathers fhall to their fons make: known Pa 


“Which all, xy 


ad jidtiiay ao seo ae, [ 


SON 6S Boox I. 


Did fail, nor help could fee: 
Then faid I, Lord, | am opprefs’ d; 
O undertake for me! 


What fhall I fay? for kindly now 
The Lord to me hath {poke; ad 

And done as he had promis’d too, 
Death's fentence to revoke. a 


V'll therefore foftly walk the whole 
Of my remaining years, 
In bitter mournfulnefs of foul, 
For all my finful fears. | 


Lord, by thefe quick’ning words of rite ¢ 
Men fouls and bodies live: ; 
In thefe doth ftand this life of mine, 
So didft thou Me TEVIVe! 9, ‘ 


Peace fled; and, lo! great bitternefs i 
I had in place Of trae 
But thou, my foul, didft love and blefs 


From black corruption’ aypitn ecg 
Yea, thou haft prov’d that 1 am tov'd | 
From death’s abyfs and wreck Wee ope ks 
For all my fins thou hatft removid, ¥ =e 
And catt- behind thy back, agi : 
Mute graves. can ne’er thy praife. Lit ;- 
Death cannot fing thy fame: OW 
No pris’ner in the. filent pit — ae 
Can magnify thy name: Ps FO 
No bury’d duft can fpeak. thy praife, oe 
Nor fleeping afhes fhow ig 
Thy truth, to ground their shia and raife | 
Thy honour hae below. +1 
The living he, the living: hall 
Thy praifes found remain, 
As I this day; fo do fl a 
Who do not "ee th s 


ie 


Thy faithfulnefs and grace, i 
And fo convey thy ponte: down — 

Through ev’ ‘ry Tifi ing race. _ i a! 
To fave my life the 1K ord qas betit: | 

We'll therefore fing Histpraile ; = a ; 


‘ 
a 


And in his houfe my fongs accent ~ 


That fhall out-live our aye 
YS ON, Gea ok auleas 


Flefh fading, the Word a. the Lord. aviding. 
, Ia. xl. - 75 8h +o: Rety He 245 255" pS eis 


CRY, faid the voice, All fleth is grafs, 


That {prings, and fades a fen 
flow’rs, in: faire am f 
r quite at, a ae : 


ae en nae bees : 


U: aii Bears! Abia : 


» ee vp eee CS ee 


5 ‘Part iv. 


Ver, He giveth pow’r unto the faint, - 24 
29. Makes weaklings’ ftrength to grow; 
30. While youthful vigour foon is fpent, 

And boafting might laid low. . 


31. But they that wait upon the Lord, 

ae And in his pow’r confide, 

. Shall have their ftren gth a-new reftor’ d, 
And daily wants fupply’d. 


They fhall mount up on eagle’ s wings, 
With fear unwearied move, . — 

Till, lofing fight of earthly things, 
They reft with God above. 


Y 


Be. yc pir OUN-GG RHE ghivh a 
Beatin S Cx RIST’s mediatory Service , graced with Meek- 
x aig ee omme/Pond: Conftancy. 


Ifa. alii 1,—4. Mat. xii. aot . 
EHOLD, my Servant wonderful, 


? = - 1. BE 
i” 


Whom Tuphold and flay ; 
a “Mie et »whom my ver; foul 
| epee Delighteth i in’ for ay. 


fe On him Pll put my Sp’ Le with all 
Ae santa du ‘His’ virtues. meafurelefs; © alae ad 
Bat: vis aad che with light and judgment, fhall 
! ees nations blefs. ; tN ae 


05) Sole or violence, 1 contentions ait, 

ae Nor oftentation make. qs bok 

. ry Peaceful and mild he thall proceed 

~~ Tn his illuftrious.adts 3.) 6 

os He thall not break the bouigell reeds, 

a aNos) quench the fmoking flax. 

mie He {hall with aid and comfort both, | 

“Ais weaklings fortify 5103 ds 
AA judgment unto light die cruch 

Brin 1g forth victorioufly. 

os atte doubtlefs fhall purfue hig: aim, 

. Until with judgment juft, 

he di the seats -and in pies name » 


3 IVs. ( 


caneene the ¢ glad tidings thereof /hall be received. 
anil) alia det: a. XU, g--13.00 
epg i HUS fays the Lord of heav’n and earth, 
AO eee retched out the ikies, 
fe ae ‘And ath his tribes of earthly birth, | 
oe SS Wich life and breach: fupplies. : 
ee 6 In right to thee my call I grant, 
tes vs And thee’ Pea nea a caenteie 
so oo TIL give thee ieee bet 
a To people far a 


ar illuminate, with faving light, 
vot “The Ne arcehal blinds : os : 
ob a. rend the clouds at them ieee 

And prifoners unbind, Lint Be) +it. 


a 


CH RIST’S. ee opened, which he A 
from the Father; and the joyful finging with 


iS) 
e 


FROM. ‘THE PROPHET I8Atau. Figen 


SONG XV. 


Curist’s /hewing his Name; and his Victory 
of his and our Enemies. Wa. \xiii. 1,—s. 


y Vee s this from Edom comes in ftate! 
From Bozra, who is this! 
With ruddy garments to relate 
oe Dhat victory i is his? 


‘This that is glorioufly array’d, 
And travelling on his rode, 
T’th’ greatnefs of his ftrength difplay’d 
_ And grandeur of a God? 
Tis I that {peak in righteoufnefs, 
I the victorious King, } 
- Who come your en’mies to fupprefs, 
And your falvation bring. ie 
2. Why, mighty Lord, may we propofe, 
_ Why is thy garment red?. 
And all thy garments ftain’d like thofe | 
That in the wine-prefs tread? Bi. 
3. I've trode the bloody prefs alone 
O’th’ folk none was with me; 
My wrath has ftamp’d the rebels down, 
My fury made them flee. _ 
My blood hath all their garments pa d, 
And dy’d my raiment fo: . 
The happy viet’ ry now is gain’d, ~ 
O’er.hellith pow'rs below. 
Yl thus deftroy the adverfe throngs 
_ That dare infult my faints ; 
I have an arm t’ avenge their wrongs, 
An ear to hear their plaints. 
4. The day of vengeance on the foe 
Is in my very heart; 
The year of my redeem’d from woe 
Is come, ‘to eafe their fmart. 


SONG XVI. 


Salvation, Righteoufne/s, ae Strength in CHR RIST 
alone. ilfa. xlv. 21,25. 


by or pre: 
ae S Re 


sg E €T. is 
Salvation 1 in in Chrip alone. Ver. 21, 22. 


wl i Eternal, Son of God proclaims, 
His God-head from above; . : 
Mercy and juftice are my names, 
The fair enam iss love. _ 


“or. Lift up your eyes, ye ‘mankind loft, 


_; And look to me alone;. 
“I'm God the Saviour, God. the jut; 
Befide me there is none. eee 


Look from the earth’s remoteft ends, 
By faith, and be ye fav’d: 

My grace that call’d the Jews, extends 
The‘ Gentile lands inflay’ diss pes 


_ Where e’er you are, by. and or : as 
At home, ,or, far abroad, _ 

Look fiot to idols vain, but me 
The omniprefent God. 
In me you'll fi ad, falvation HB 

From fin, an dd death, and hell; 
And life, si PY ‘and fhe ne 


Rye: 


ro TOPS Beas 
te bee 
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For all defpifers of his name, 
And every wicked foe, 

Shall fuffer penitential ‘fhame, 
Or ‘everlafting wo. 


25. But happy thrice all Ifra'l’s feed 
Both rid of guilt and fhame, . 
Shall in the Lord be juftify’d, 
And glory in his name. 


SONG XVII. | 
Curist’s Sufferings and Glory; Or, Unbelief la- 
mented, and the Benefit and Succe/s of the Suf- 
ferings of Cuxist declared. Va. lii. 1,—12. 


HO hath believ’d our good report? 
How few the truth have feal’d! 
To whom is Chrift, the ftrongeft et) 
The arm of God, reveal’d! 
ar For, like a tender plant fprung up 
He feem’d, as he drew nigh; 
And, like a-defpicable root 
From ground, exceeding dry. 


No worldly {plendor did he thew, , 
Nor outward gallantry ; 

No beauteous form, nor comely hew, 
To charm the carnal eye. 


3. Rejected and defpis’d of men, 
'. Aman of griefs and woes; 
His life with forrow and difdain 
‘ Did both begin and clofe. © 


4. Yet, fure, our forrows were his load, 
Our griefs i in him combin’d; 
Though we efteem’d him plagu’ d of God, 
When anguifh tore his mind. 
5. But he was wounded for our fins, 
And bruifed for our guilt; 
For which, from all his facred veins, 
- Atoning blood was fpilt. 


Upon him was the chaftifement,. 
That peace to us procur’d; 

And we are heal’d with Heav’n’s confent, 
By ftripes that he endur’d. ) 

6. (Each to his own by-path,) all we, 

Like theep have gone wee : 

‘But God on him th’ iniquity, ; 
Ev’n of us all, did lay. ~ Enka 


7.. Wrong’d and opprefs’d, yet THEE and mute, 
While patience overcame, 
He was, when to the flaughter brought, 
Dumb like a harmlefs lamb. 
8, Who can his generation thow? 
Yet he, from prifon led, 
And judgment, under the 


Yea, juftly eld: 
And juftly too | 

Who can his end 
Or cotint hi meee 2 

- whom he was cut off 

nm earth that liv’d, — 

n, and their boot, ge 
ok ef iv'd. abel Ru 


The Gofpel-church enlanged, iho aig Womb open- 


3. That, for thy off-fprin ne opulent, 
iy 


s- For happily betroth’d art’ ‘thou 


_— ae. SS " “wae ne cae ee 
SONGS Boor 
My righteous fervant, then, ‘withel; : ; 

Shall juftify and fave — oo 


His thoufands, when of him they thal | 
Fiducial knowledge have. s 


12, He with the great fhall fhare the Spoil, 


Defeat his mighty foes; 
Though rank’d with finners, here he fell, 
A conqueror he rofe. 


¥ - ies A 


- His Father’s crown of victory F 3 


Mott fairly won he hath; 
For, at his eall, he willingly 
Pour’d out his foul to death. 
He dying bore the-guilt of ‘men, 
That fin might be forgiv’n: — 
He pleading died, and lives again 
5a piae for err in; heav’ nh. 
ey Oo N Gig xv. Pes Aenea rh 
The Enlargement, Glory, and agen th the Church, Ree 


A, Se tes Tae ate 


re 


‘ed; or, the Gentiles brought im, and ‘married to 
» Corif. Th. liv, I; gat _ a ty ae 


BA REN Zion, fing’ aloud, 2 gaa 
For fruitful {halt thou be, eae 
With Gentiles as thy num’rous brood AEDS eae 
And happy progeny. = i; ‘¢ AG SY are 
Moe children fhall be generate, Bt ae 
So faith the Lord of life, “ 5 
By her that was fo defolate, ie Ce oe. 
Than by the marry’d wife. ' gh ts 2 ae 
2. Enlarge abroad thy dwelling tent, } 
Stretch forth thy curtains wide, 


Full room thou may’ft provide, 


4. Fear not, for thy recover’d fame fp , 


Allows no mourning rhoo¢ } a . 
No. longer fhalt thou bear the fhame 


Of barren widowhood. | PELE at es oe 


To one of wondrous fame; = 


Thy Maker is thy hufeand now, Saitig Ey aloe f 


The Lord of hoftshisname. 
Thy great Redeemer, ‘match’d with thee, 
Is Zion’s holy Qniewiot tala 
The God of all the earth is he, 


en 


And not of Jews alone. or cish 
crt eo SBS AG Bs a3 ish the es oe 
SE ‘Cc Es LSA i idaitd Dien oy ore 


+ Meee 


Gov’s grievous  Defertion, and gracious return: i: 
Or, bis Departure fbort, bis Covenant ae Peace 
ee Ma. dy. 6,10, 


PART IV, 


Secr. Ill. The Honour and Security of the Church: 
Or, Zion comforted both againft Difgrace and 
Danger... Ifa. liv, 11,17. 


Ver. O thou afflicted, tofs’d with winds 
11, And tempeits very great, 
Who in diftrefs no comfort find’ft, 
But ftiourn’ft thy grievous ftate! 


Behold! thy ruins Ill repair 
With finer pearls for nought, 
Than rubies rich, or fapphires fair, 
With gold of Ophir bought. | 
12, TH beautify thy wafted wall, 
“Make thy foundations fhine; - 
~~ Thy borders, gates, and windows all 
With pleafant ftones inline. 
...[Thefe precious jewels, for thy drefs, 
: That fhall to thee be giv’n, . 


Are knowledge, peace, and righteoufnefs, 
. The ghitring gems of Heav’n, ] 


13. Thy feed fhall all be taught of God, 


And great fhall be their peace; 
14.'And firm thy ftanding, not in.fraud, 
_ But truth and righteoufnefs. 
Oppreffors fhall be “far remov’d, 
.* > "Thou therefore fhalt not fear; 
“And ills, that once thy terror prev’d, 
To thee fhall not come near. 


15. Thy foes,.without my order,. fhall 
Againft thee counfel take; 
..¢:But, when combin’d, before thee fall 
«A booty, for thy fake. 


~ fIn'vain attempts, as well as rath, 
: 3'Fhey fhall but rage and rore; 
Like rifing angry waves that dafh 
. And die upon the fhore.! 7 
16. The fmith that forms the fwords of war, 
we"The wafter too,-is mine ; 
See, then, where the deftroyers are 
~ That ferve not my defign. 


17. No, weapon form’d againft thy peace 
~sieo Shall profper in that aim, 
., But, back upon the aimev’s face 
Turn to his heart.and {hame. 


: Réproachful tongues ‘that'’gainft thee rife, 


_ With thew of right and law, 
“© “Thou thalt condemn, and for. their lies 
os Juft vengeance on themdraw. 
©" God’s faints, of all his promis’d blifs, 
_’. The-happy heirs fhall be; 


” And (faith the Lord) their righteoufnets"> “ 


“Ts all and whole of me. 


SO wIN'-GE Ye XIX, 
The free Gofpel-Call,: preffed with Promife of folid 
and Jure Mercy... at Ifa. ly, +325 3 tos 
Te O! evry thirfty foul, and all’ 
That pooriand needy are; | 
- Here’s water of! falvation’s :well: 
», ‘For you to come,and fhare.._- 


Here’s freedom both from fin’and wo 
. And bleffings all divine:s=> 1 
Here ftreams of love:and mercy flow, 
Like floods of milk and wine. 
Approach the fountain-head of blifs, 
That’s open like the fea, 
The buyers that are moneylefs, 
To pooreft beggars free. — 
2. Why fpend you all your wealth and pains, 
For that which is not bread, 
And for unfatisfying gains, 
On which no foul can feed? 


? 


FROM THE PROPHET ISAIAH 


749 


Ver. While vain ye feek, with earthly toys, 
To fill an empty mind, 
You lofe immortal folid joys, 
_ And feed upon the wind. 


3. Incline your ear, and come to me; 
Hear, and your foul fhall live: 
For mercies fure, as well as free, 
I bind myfelf to give. 


5S. ON: Ge XX, 

Faith and Repentance urged upon Sinners, from Mo- 
tives of Grace and Mercy: or,God’s drawing them 
ta himfelf with Cords of Love. Ma. lv. 6,7, 8, 9. 

6. GEER God while yet he may be found, 
Call on him while he’s near; 

While grace’s trump, the joyful found 

Of mercy, ftrikes your ear. 


7. O let the wicked change his way! 
And‘the unrighteous man ~ 
His thoughts, and legal hopes, that ftray 
Crofs to the gofpel plan. 


And let him now return to God, 
The Lord our righteouftefs ; 

Who, through the merit of his blood, 
In mercy will him. blefs. 


To our God let him turn betimes, 
For gracious will he be; 

And for his multitude of crimes 
Will pardons multiply. 


Let, faith the Lord, my boundlefs grace 
Move guilty fouls to come, 
And truft me with their defp’rate cafe 
When hopelefs thoughts do roam. 
8. Becaufe my thoughts and ways divine 
».,,Are not.as yours, for why? 
All yours are bafe and low, but mine 
., iImmentely great and high: 
9. For as.the heaw’ns, in height and fpace, © 
vs Tranfcend:youréarthly;boors ; 
Much more my thoughts and. ways of grace 
Surmount all thoughts of yours, 


[Great God, then bid the mountains move ; 
* Our fins, that'reach the {ky, 
Be melted down with flames of love, 
More infinitely high ] 
oa oat Oath Ge.: Sel 
. be defperate State of the Church bewailed. 
ng ost del Val O22. 
18, WV. HEN fain I would comfort myfelf, 
. » Againft prevailing grief, 
. My. heart:within.me waxed faint, 
Nor could I find relief. / 
19. Behold my people’s rueful ery, 
Hath reach’d: my wounded ear, 
For exiles now in mifery, 
‘Whoryokes of bondage bear, « 
~ Doth not the.Lord in Zion dwell, 
_ And there for ever reign? ~ ~ 
Why have they thus provok’d his ire, ““ 
With idols ftrange and vain? ise 


20, The harveft time is’ over-patt, 


The fummer’s atan.end; 
Yet fav’d we are not, nor from Heav’n 
Does help to us defend... .. 


é 


Ye EE daughter of my people’s hurt: 


Doth wound and blacken me; ._ . 
Aftonifhment hath feiz’d my foul. . 
TO 20,CURCIDE Hegre. Sao 
22. Is there no balm in Gilead? « o)) 
Is no phyfician there? 
Why then hath Zion’s hurt no cure, 
Nor yet her health repair? 


Vou. IL | 9D 


s - « 
“nee. 
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Prien e+ Re OD V. 
A Suort ParRaPHRASE on the Lamentations of JEREMIAH. 


The Tite of this book, which has none in the original, is taken from the fulject matter of which it treast ; 

and therefore intitled LAMENTATIONS. As there are facred odes, or fongs of joy ; Jo there are facred ele- 

_ gies, or Jongs of lamentation. The PENMAN of the Spirit of God in this book, was Jeremiah the prophet, 

whois here Jeremiah the poet ; and, indeed, Vates fignifies both. It 1s thought fitly adjoined to his book as an 

appendix. —TheOccasion of thefe Lamentations was the de ruction of the city and temple of Ferufalem, and 

of the land of Fudea, by the Chaldean army ; and the diffolution of the Fewifh ftate, both civil and ecclefiaftical, 

thereby. —The Usk of thefe Lamentations is fiill to affect the Lora’s people with godly forrow for Jin, as the 
procuring caufe of all fuch miferies and calamities, that may befal the church of God in this world, 

. The original ComposuRe of this book is not only poetical, but alphabetical; each verfe beginning with a 

Jeveral letter, in the order of the Hebrew alphabet ; the fifi ALEPH, the fecond BETH, oc. This orderis 

. followed in all the firft four chapters. ; 

The firft, fecond, and fourth chapters confit of twenty-two verfes,. which comprehend the whole alphabet. The 
third chapter confifts of fixty-fix verfes, whereof each three verfes do begin with one letter throughout, and 
all in the forefaid alphabetical order, except that in chapters fecond, third, and fourth, the letter PR 2s put be- 
fore Ain, which, in all the Hebrew alphabets, follows it. As to the reafon whereof, Dr. LIGHTON offers 
this conjecture, that the letter Ain, which is the numeral letter for 70, was thus, by being mifplaced, made 
remarkable, to putthem in mind of the feventy years; at the end of which God would turn again their capti- 
vity, under which they were in Babylon. bt ees ; 

The fifth chapter is not alphabetical as the reft; yet (it feems, m conformty to the reft) it confifts alfo of twenty- 
two verfes, according to the number of the letters in the faid Hebrew alphabet. 

It may be faid therefore of this book of the Lamentations, what Jome fay of the hundred and mneteenth pfalm, that 

“ it feems to have more of poetical fkill and number in it, than we, at this diftance, can eafily underftand ;” in 
Jo much, that fome have called that pfalm the Saint’s Alphabet, it being divided into twenty-two parts, ac- 
cording to the number of the Hebrew letters, and each part confifts of eight verfes. All the verfes of the 
fic part begin with ALepu; all the verfes of the fecond with Bevu; and fo on, without any flaw, 
throughout the whole plaln: Heaven thus condefcending to teach by letters; and, as it were, with an A, B, C. 
“ If any cenfure it as childifh and trifling, fays Mr. HENRY, becaufe acroflics are quite out of fafbion, let them 
“ know, that the royal plalmift defpifes their cenfure: he is a teacher of babes ; and if this method be beneficial 
“ to them, he can eafily floop to it: if this be to be vile, he will be yet more vile.” | | 

Now, as the tranflators of that hundred and nineteenth pfalm, both in the profe and im the metre, have fet down 
the names of the Hebrew letters on the head of every part or fection thereof ; fo, in imitation of that method, F 
thought fit to fet down the name of every Hebrew letter, before each verfe that begins therewith, that thus the 
beauty and order of the original might appear; and to /bew how much the Spirit of God, who is a God of order, - 
confulted the help and benefit of weak memories, by modeling the compofure of this book, with thefe memorial let- 
ters: intimating, perhaps, to us, that method and order, even in facred difcourfes, ought not always ‘to'be hid, or 
couched in the bofom of long harangues ; and that the methodical way of treatmg them, equally evident and con- 

Jpicuous, as thefe initial letters, hath a divine precedent, in many feripture iftances. . + eth 

That the parapbrafe on this book of the Lamentations might keep the order that is im the original, I hav®, in all 
the four alphabetical chapters, endeavoured fome conformity thereto, by comprehending every verfe under each- 
Hebrew letter, within the compas of two flanzas : fome of the verfes being long, required them both; and this 
occafions, that in fome other places, where the verfes are fborter, the verfon, or paraphrafe, is the longer. 

That all my be bleft of God, for the edification of bis church and people, is the earneft defire of their Jervant, and 

yours in Chrift, RALPH ERSKINE, 


Co US SACP Ee stele 


; a Bern. 
JRusaLem’s muijerable State, by Reafon of Sin, bitterly eg r 2 os i 
bewailed: She complaineth of her Calamities and = * By night fhe weeps, and briny tears 
Grief, both to Gon and to Friends; folicites Commi- Bedew her comely'cheeks ; . 


ti d th Gov’ | te "Mong all her lovers none appears, © - 
Jeration, an cole ons Judgments to be righ Rar coher <aeenveeal, ao 


teous. 
Her ffiends, by whom fhe was carefs’d, 
s ALEPH, Have ferv’d her treacheroutly ; 
«. AH! how fo populous of late Their friendfhip, formerly profefs’d, 
The city fits alone! Is turn’'d toenmity. | - 9 
How widow-like is fhe, that great ) GIMEL. 
Among the nations fhone! . : ‘aestied 
oe Lutes 3. Judah into captivity, . 
Amid the provinces around, * By adverfaries rude 
She like a princefs fat ;. Is gone, becaufe of cruelty abe) 
ene preci Ana bound And grievous fervitude. es 
‘ )a-8 
4 “ ae . 


Part Vz THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH. 791 
Ver. Mong heathen now fhe dwells in thrall, _ 3 Carn. 
_ No reft her grief abates: tie Hes Kthi a ; 
. Suet Adates 2 - Her people figh, and bread implore 
Her ; bloody perfecutors all. ~ Her pleafant things are fold, , 
Oertake her in the ftraits. Their tainting fpirits to reftore, 
4 DALETH. © Their bodies to uphold: 
4. The ways of Zion wail her fates, Confider thou, O Lord, my ftate, 
None keep her folemn feafts: See my extremity ; 
_. And all her once frequented gates, © For defpicable, defolate, _ 
_ Black defolation waftes; =~ And vile, become am I. 
Her priefts, in fable, figh to fee | > Lamep. 
_Their folemn feftals goney 12. Ah! is it nought to you that pafs 
___._-_ Her virgins are opprefs’d, and fhe The way? Behold and fee, 
eee | Rati Abitternels doth moana. ouss. bor 4> If ever any forrow was 
ae 4, owohl-l pit 903.902 b's) Like this befallen me. 
. s. Her foes the chief above her are, _ But ’tis Jehovah, todifplay 
o - Her adverfaries thrive; His juftice in my lot, 
ie _ For God hath meafur’d grief to her Who me afl Cted in the day 
a Who did his Spirit grieve: Of his difpleafure hot. moe, se 
xs ze Becaufe her fins were num’rous grown, . m Mem. 


_. And heinous in his eye, 


13. Into my bones he hath fent down 
From heav’n a burning fire. 

Which o’er their ftrength prevailing foen 

Confum’d them in his ire. 


He for my feet hath fpread a net, 
And backward turn’d my-way ; 
‘Tis he hath made me defolate, 
And faintfh all the day. 

‘ Her peers, like hunted harts on flight, a 3 Noun, 
< _ _ For want of pafture frail, i es Ee 14. The yoke of my- collected fins, 
Ea Before the hot purfuer’s might _ He with his hand doth tie; . 
eee Do pow’rlefs faint and fail.- - Them faft he wreaths, and up he twines,. 
ee ai won Bes eusOssy And on my neck they lie. 
et 7. Jerus’lem inher days now lin’d My dtrength he dath’d with overthrows, 
ie ‘With forrows manifold, - My valour proftrate lies: | 
oe Call'd all:her pleafant things to mind, He put me in the hand of thofe 
~~ ees. 1 the poflefs'd of old. From whom I cannot rife. 

Her people fell before her foes, 3 0D SAMECH. 

‘Who now upon her gaze =——s—(—SsSsi gy. Amdt mee, he my champions all 

cee When helplefs, to deride her woes, * Down under foot did pufh; 
Ss And mock her Sabbath-days. Then ’gainft me an aflembly call, _ 
ae | My choifelt youths'to crufh. | 
ee sp cat Re I' th’ wine-prefs of the wrath of God, 
ai aes ie Saléity hath greatly fina'd, atid ence ; Where at the fair efcapes, 
oy All who did once | uribevertnde Seek » wa ayhe Lord hath Judah’s daughter trode, 

"Now her defpiketrs’ate! AF +> si wn oflcpraple tradeithe grapes. 


Bs 16. On thefe accounts I weep and bray; 
; ___ Mine eye, mine eye runs down ..__ 


in her fk 


Ver. 


oD © 


a Det 
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All people, hear with pity then, 
And fee my grief, | pray: 

My virgins, and my choice young men, 
Are captives led away. 


p Korpu. 


_ Lcall’d for friends, and near allies, 


That courted once my love, 

Who now, regardlefs. of my cries, 
To me deceitful prove. 

My priefts and elders, who for me 
With Heav’n will intercede, 

In city fainting fought fupply, 
But dy’d for want of bread. 


> REsH. 


. See, Lord, for i'm opprefs’d and crofs’d 


Unto the laft degree ; 
My bowels troubled are and tofs’d, 
My heart is turn’d in me. | 


For grievoufly rebell’d I have, 
Provoking thee to wrath: 

Abroad the bloody fword doth reave, 
At home a direful death.» 


w SHIN. 


My foes all heard of my diftrefs, 
My fighs and troubles fad; 

They heard I am left comfortlefs, 
And at my woes were glad: 


Thy doing is their mirth; but, lo! 
Thoul’t make the day to fhine, 
Proclaim’d by thee, in which their wo 
And grief fhall equal mine. 
n. Tau. 


Let all the wickednefs they frame, 
Before thy prefence be ; 

And likewife do thou unto them, 
As thou hafl done to me 


For all my fins, which do my moans 
And miferies augment: 

Great is the number of my groans! 
My heart within me faint. 


Gat A 3fA sOP PoC 

JEREMIAH lamenteth the Mifery ofa Usk em: 
taking notice of the Anger of the Lorn as the 
Caufe of her Calamities, and the Sorrow that 
took Place as the Effect of thefe. He maketh 
bis ‘Complaint unto Gov, referring ‘thé Matter 
to his inoft compaffionate’ Conf deration. 


NS ALEPH. 


OW doth the Lord a cloud of wrath 
O’er Zion’s daughter {pread, 
And down from heavy’ n to earth beneath, 

Fair Hftal’s pomp degrade! 


Regardlefs of his*temple gay, 
How has he quite forgot / 


* His facred footftool, in his day ~ 


Of indignation hot. 
ys 9 3 5 


. The Lord’hath Jacob’s dwellings all 


Devour’d, and pity’d none: 
He Judah’s bulwarks, great and fmall, 
Down in his wrath has thrown: 


He level with the ground them laid, 
Their princes toowere preys 3“. |! 
Them and the kingdom both he pa 

Saas eee és by Ais 


, Book’ I. 
23 GIMevy? 


bay All Ifrael’s. LMR in a, 8! he cut . 


3. 


IO. 


oa be Lord his altar did? difown, 


uite off, till pow’r was loft; 
And back his right-hand vigour put, 
Before the adverfe hoft. 


On every fide he, fet his ire 
A-burning to the ground, 

’Gainft Jacob like a flaming fire, 
Devouring all around, 


3 DALETH. 


. Like to an‘adverfary grand, ’ 


He bent his mighty bow; 
Stood wrathful-like, with his right-hand 
Stretch’d for the fatal blow: 
He all our pleafant anes devour’d 
“And flew our eyes. defire : 
In Zion’s daughter's tents he pour’d: 
His fury out like fire. 


vedo: _ HE. 


. All Ifrael! s palaces and ftays, 


And ftrengths, to ruin go; 

Her forts demolifh’d are, becaufe 
Jehovah was a foe:’ 

Backfliding Judah too her fhare 
Of heavinefs poflefs’d 5 

For woful lamentations cHiexeet 
And mourning he increas’d., 


5 Vau, 


. He like a garden tent hath pala: de 


His tabernacle down; Ke 
His oft aflembling courts’annull’d, 
His fynagogues o’erthrown. : 
God caus’d in-Zion folemn feafts i." .- 
And Sabbaths: be forgotsr.:) «: 
And hath defpis’d both king ‘and pref 
In’s fury, burning hot, a.) 


A Adio | a3) q rit 


His fanétuary abhor ; 020 08% Ha oat ; 
Shut up, and fet her foes upon ©" = 
Her palace-walls to roar: 


Within the.houfe of.God have oi ‘ 
Profanely.made,a noifé,...... “peer 

As when, his. folk did.on the; day... 5 
Of folemn featts LOCI 15h aot: y 


cD S82 Gs a tod Sta 38 


. God Zion’s wails and rampart aly 


Had purpos‘d to deftroys: « ane iW 
Stretch'd outia? line; nor:did: red adiiad 
His hand from ,this-employ. 


He therefore going on.-hath made ,;,: 
Her bulwarks to,lament; =... «yy: 
Together.dafh’d they, Tanguithed,, 4.12 
Their fortitude was {pent ie 


mo) TEDH,: 173 ij eee ily : 


. Sunk into rubbil are’ aa gates;(/: 


Her barsventirely brokes + it oT E 
Yea, now her’kingand»potentates,O 


Groan in the Gentile’s yoke: 

The law’s no more, which once her:mind 
With facred leflons, ftor’d;.., ,... 

Her Saar era tes her, prophets Fat 
No vifion, from \the, hal y 1915 


aie Be) Jon. af oli tec wohl 
Now, Zion's S Sacra on the’ gioeh ae 
» Sit down, and filence keep;/io 0! vi ! 


They catt wpodaasthelvonadad arabika: 
And girt with fackcloth weep: 


~ - 


Re 


. Piemot® THE PAM ENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH 753% 
ed ier, Proud dames who'did, in moon ase cy: Te ko Mooni snr oF 
a. Vain admiration claim... * Ver. Their heart cry’d to the Lord, and faid, 

ies, Evo Salem’s. virgins hang their heads 18° -@ ZioW wall Oerthcown | 
ay Down to the ground for. fhame. - ianW 0 Let tears both day and night be fhed, 
i | __ oe Ss egeired ysor son] And like a flood run down: 
ir. With tears confum'd ate’ both’ mine eyes," Allow thyfelf no reft, and let 
“a Pain’d are my bowels all; EA The apple of thine eye. 
3 Pour’d on the earth my liver lies, ce _ No paufe or intermiflion get, 
oa ‘For Zion’s daughter’ s thrall: ) But weep inceflantly. 
me “ Becaulei M3 dearth : provifion fpent v6 p Korn. 
ae ‘The citizens; decay, ;..-. 41, Bocas , 
ASB ler the. Hrecpeto: aecony fine dase 19. Arife, and each night watch prevent, . 


Cry out thy woful cafe ; 


he , And Paaranell {woon. TEATS Thine heart in floods of water vent. 


y 2 Lamep.: COT) a9fTE | Before Jehovah’s face : : 
a ae 12. The young ones'to their noes cry, For thy poor young ones life intreat, 
’ -. “ Oowhere’s our former fhare Ee With hands uplifted high, 
ee. Oieoreiaid wine, and fuch fupply” _. That on. the top of every ftreet 

ae _“ As was our wonted Favernte 2 __ For hunger fainting die. 

| Scue had they fpoke, till j in th’ arreft, ahs oF 7 REsH. 

pe As thofe i in wounds of death; * 20. This thou hat done, mind, Lord, to whom: 
‘They. on their. moaning mother’s, breatt, Or ee Wotiel! erasers dat 


Pour'¢ H'¢ our ‘theinydying. breath. The fpan-long fruit of their own womb, 


fe . ‘ S2RQOET Be MEN. OE Stir 9% io For very want of meat? 

{ Sees To eae ae cafe, OSalem fairky « And fhall, alas! the rev’rend train 
4 What equal fhall I bring? i And confecrated race, 

+ 'Twere eale, could I. thy woes compare The prieft and prophet both be flain, 
ee. La any other thing. ts _ Within thy holy place? : 
At 0 Zion! ogreat’s.thy breach that grows — WU SHIN. 


Qe ‘Like vatt fea-billow rounds: 


21. Both young and old along the ground 
i tae: are thy woes, Lie in the ftreets, O Lord; 
re: onOee able se wounds, . 3 My darling maids and youths are found 
as B 7 ok BONY NIOd dos Slain by the bloody {word. ql 
. aes Thy presphers falfe have feen for thee Foes are but weapons of thy wrath, 
Bs Moft foolith things and vain; Thou flew’ft, thou kill’dft them, Lord, 
y ae “Thy fin. they {hew’d not daishtably __ In thy avenging day that hath” 
. Le ‘To. turn away. tip anes nwo 6: "No pity to afford. a 
3 But have for thee falfe burdens feen, n TA U. 
2 2 Falfe caufes of thy Wo, - 
ae - And {moothing vice thy guilt to to {kreen, mi in ie haaeonserienni day 
«Have wrought thy overthrow. 2 That thus. when wrath: divine made way, 
ee: DO SaMecH. None to efcape were found, ; | 
SS Ce gi ‘all paffengers clap hands ; at otal ORE None left; yea, thofe whom I with care, ee 
Me ‘Gainft Salem they invey; Had wrapt in {waddling-bands el as 
Se "They {hake their heads contem puilowilly, And fofter’d, by mine en’mies are cies 
axe And mock, and hifs, and fay,» - Confum’d with cruel hands. 2 oe 
ee © Ts this the city fo renown’d a | See Pee. 
sa0% “we fee i in rubbit 2 hu ftieceer pod ay Cc OES WCep> II. 220 LS soe 4 


. on crown’d, 
ee HW us tosh eee The faithful bewail their Golaminen viewing 
“tHed joy, obi yk the world” : gic eee. 2 sie and Effects of Gov’s Di ae 
: a re “pPElsged! Igeorh saat peta, By the Mercies of Gov they encourage th er 
; 6th c cruel foes 4witht wide-mouth bray, 2 Hope, acknowledging his Fuftice, praying for i: 
+5 hee their fpiteavow; Deliverance, and Vengeance on their setae. a 
and ie fay, : vie br 


tm 
aon 
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Ver. He me incompafs’d and entwin’d, 
With gall and travel fore: 
6. In places' dark he me enfhrin’d, 
As men long dead before. 


Db! Grime’ 


He hedg’d me in, I cant’t get out; 
His heavy chain [I bear: 


te 


~ 


99 


Shuts out, ‘ante {corns to hear: 


9. My ways inclos’d.as with a wall 
Of firm hewn. ftone he hath ; 
And to defeat my counfels all 
He crooked made my path. 


1 -DALETH. 


10, He clofe laid wait, as for the prey 
A lion and a-bear, 

ir. And turning quite’ alide my way, 
Did me in-pieces tear: 


He laid me wafte, and in the dark, 
12, ‘His:bow of fury hot 
He bent, and at me as a mark 
His barbed iron fhot. ; 


i foo oe Be 


13. His quiver- -darts, fo fierce fet off, 
Into my reins made way: 

14. To all the folk I was a {coff, 
Their mufic all the day. 


Ym made the fubject of their fong, 
ry. And fill’d-until I fhrunk 


With bitternefs and wormwood ftrong, 


With which he made me drunk. 


i. Vat. 


16. With gravel ftones my teeth he brake; 


With afhes cover’d me: 


17. From peace, my foul, now gone to wrack, 


Is far remov’d by thee. 


Forgetting blifs, as overpaft 
I {pake this defp’rate word, 


18. “ My ftrength is gone, my hope i is loft, 


“© And perifh’d from the Lord.” 


t ZAIN. 


19.  Defpair was fed by minding all 
My miferies and woes; | 
The bitter wormwood and the gall, 
20. My foul keeps mind of thofe: 


Hence funk and. bow'd within me ’tis; 


But, why fo very fad? 


eee i mind anon to add. 
seb = ’ 


CE sthi at aa Cuero. 


29s AINSOf the i oats ‘compafiions: great, 


We are not all confum’d as yet, 


My pray’r he, when I cry and fhout, 


ar Dee be gone; I’ve hope from sh 


And his unfailin g love, =: 


For ey his. bowels eHiower sf EA" i 


28. 
29+ 


30% 


31. 
33 


33+ 


34. 


35. 


36. 


40. 


Al. 
42. 
43. 
44. 


» Jov. 
He quiet fits alone, brought low’: 
By having born the rod; 
With mouth put in the duft, if fo" ‘+ 
There may be hope in God. 


His cheek he to the finner’s will | 
Revengelefs doth aflign; 

Fill’d with reproach, ee bears. the. fill, 
With patience half divine. i 


GAPH. 


The Lord will not reject for ay: OT 
But though he caufeth grief; 

Yet he his pity will difplay, — 
And timely grant relief. 


His mercies thwart not with his-dart, 
For when he fmites, ev’n then’: — 
Not willingly, nor from his heart, © 
He SHEYSE the fons-of men. a ) 


; et 2 LaMED. i fuged eile 
Men’ s cruel deeds’ neat bated” os 
To cruth earth’s captive race, | vod 


To turn the poor man’s right aide, aa 
Before the Sovereign’s face; 


To violate the facred laws ©. 
Of juftice and of right, 5 
And judge unjuitly in a cate, S13’ 
Are hateful in his fight. 
OD MEM: 9 imei © 
Who’s he that fpeaks, and then “tis done, 
When nay’s Jehovah’s will? 


. Out from the mouth of th’ higheft One 


Comes not both good and ill. aa 


O why then fhould a living many) r 
Dare enter his. complaint, — 5 oak 
For penal ill; a guilty man: 
For’s own fin’s punifhment? 


3 NUN: 7 
Génie let us fearch and try ¢ our ae5.. 
Not murmur at the rod, | ioe wah Das 


But for our fins our fouls abafe, 
And turn again to God. 


Let us lift up our heart and hands 
Whole to the God of heawn: 

We have rebell’d ’gainft thy commands; 
Thou, Lord, haft dardijrg wrens % 


dD. SaMECH. 


Thy wrath us hid, purfu’d, nor ‘flopt, 
But flew, and did. not fpare 3 Fee 
Thyfelf hid with a posses opt 
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3 ‘ 
ae Ver. Mine eye affects. eae ear x with Pans fh cai Barr 
5%. To fee the ruin va Ver. Lo! Zions fons, of precious mould, 
. Of Salem’s ie the doleful bane” _ 2, Her faints, her priefts, her peers, 
a ‘ I fee, and and agaft. F oweohicl W That might compare with purett gold, | 
wan  Tzapg.j-);, More fine than Ophir bears; 

52. With Ser hate my eager foes, | How bafely are they now:efteem’d 

- “ Me like a bird did chafe;. As pitchers vile and coarfe, 
53. My life within the dungeon clofe, Wrought by the potters hand, and déem’d 
Then with a ftone deprets. font} | But earthen ware, and worfe! 
54. High did the {welling waters grow, Strint 1 GIMEL. 


My head was overtflown, 
Then faid 3 my hopelefs | heatt, rm now. 
an Gut off, and quite: undone. ae 


3. Sea monfters, ev’n by nature tau cht, 
To fuckle their own brood, 
Draw out the breaft to give a draught, 


Clean SD) Kop ae . tole : And cherifh them with food ; 
55. Time was, when from. the dungeon low But, ah! my people’s daughter faint 
I pray’d and thou.didft-hear:, Seems favage now, no lefs 
 --.§6. Lord, shide; not from my. breathing. now, Than cruel oftridges that haunt » 
‘ “F ey Nor from: my cry, thine.ear.. 4); | The howling wildernefs. 
ae: yb What day of dread I call’d on thee, 7 DaLeru. 
vac _ Thou didft not ftand remote, . is he 1643 
a aa - But dreweft near to coniforr’ meé, ma, "pat eleades' rt Boa ; 
Be Fea thou wor. | aa Brad 
Ran? BY ‘anes Feven Est Breafts empty can’t his thirft fuppl 
ee S ic pease STE ‘ Pp Ys. 
( ee o + Resu, aniyit codW So dies the tender young: 
Pa 58. bord are ace of my. oa, as 37 ; The infant wedn’d no better {peed 
ces Watt wont to plead. for me; - SAT Can make, from door to door, 
ce __ Thy love did threatning-deaths control, JooHe fainting begs a crum of: bread, 
My life.to. fave and free, ss79it] But none have fo much over. 
«459 Judge now my caufe; Lord ; thou haftfeen tHe 
e espe s has by men of ftrife, s. Ev’n thefe inur’d to dainty meats, 
60, Seen‘all their rage and vengeance keen, Who fumptuoufly had far’d, 
fue plots againft my life, ? ' Now wand'ring needy thro’ the ftreets, 
# bce lbalblits uiocis 1 The defolation fhar’d: 
saya Lord, thou. their vile reproach aft Soi The rank brought up among the beft,: 
’ Their machinations all; In fcarlet-béds and drefs, 
62. The lips of thofe that rofe, and pgeiee r Were glad;:in>fearch of food and reft, 
And fpat at me their gall. sy. _ The dunghills'to embrace. 

63. Their daily projects-me to drub, - » ALVa vi | : 
be Their fitting down IDS teers O..: 6. Sones for' her fins, more heavy lay 
ae _ And rifing up, at every club « ~ On Zion’s daughter’ s back, 

_ Their mutfic fill am 1. | Than did on Sodom, once a day 
SS heats, 0; é Involv’d in fudden wrack: 
- 64. Reward them as from thee they {werve, Wrath did them in a trice confume, | 

eke Their heart with grief confume, | Nor were they daily fain; — ee 
6g. To thew they for their works deferve ~ _ By human-hands; but Zion’s doom — 3 
scree Thy curfe to be their doom... Y he _ Is founda ling’ring bane. 
: _ 66, As me they chafe and fue to death, B70 bosch Aare 
eae - With them in wrath be PRC eo. a Wea dt telee 
si - Purfue and raze them from beneath < Her Se ee oa 


; Boe Were {pléndid once and ay. . 
The great Jehovah bettent “a Like i born feparated ons 3 Gt 


sete _ © In pompous rich arry? 


he Gadd | a Bi,C Iv. es = “More pure than fnow they’ ie, Sey one, : ae 
Rate “= ; More white than milk to fight; 
ote wait a her pitiful Effate, ‘occaftoned by ir face the ruby red out-fhone, go — 

et on direful of the Famine, the Sacking In drefs the fapphire pe sad W ae 
Sere PR ek | e confefferb her Sins, and . ie 


acknowledgeth aes e Iniquities of her Leaders distagD etd Saabs 
Dofratin fret re pe Calamities. Epom’s __ 8. But nov ina eatad 
ee oe Zt N's” With 


a 


756 Si CRT PO Ue 


Ver. For whom fierce famine ftricken hath, 
In torment ev'ry day, | 
Within the jaws of ling’ring death, 
17. 
They watting pine away. | 
Jon. 


10, Fond mothers wonted to carefs, L 
And on their young to.dote, 
Were forc’d with their own hands, to drefs 
The infant for their pot: ~ 


The famine’s hot devouring flame 

So rag’d in every ftreet, “38. 
The prattling babes, alas! became 

Their gafping mother’s meat. 


3 CapuH. 


11. The Lord his threaten’d fury great, 
Now thus accomplifh’d hath, 
And pour’d out, at a fearful rate, 
The fiercenefs of his wrath: 


In Zion’s midft he rais’d a flame, 
That o’er the rafters tour'd, ~_ 
Then the foundation’s total frame 

The burning fire devour'd. 


4 LAMED. 


12. Kings of the earth, and all that plant 
The {pacious world around, 
Could ne'er have thought this truth to grant, 
Which now too true is found: 


That ever could an adverfe foe, 
Who Salem’s pow’r envy’d, 

Her grates invade, and then ‘o’erthrow, 
As now is verify d. 


2 Mem. 


13. But in the ruin juttice fhines ; 
Whence did it chiefly flow? 
Ev’n from her priefts and prophets fins, 
Which ripen’d her for wo: 


Through them in midft of her was fhed, 
The blood of prophets juft, 
And faints, at whom in her they bred 
An hatred and difguft. 


3 NUN. 


With darknefs blind, with gore defil’d, 
They round the ftreets did roam, 

Stain’d with the blood of man and child, 
They odious were become: 


- A cruel heart, tongue, hand, or eye, 
‘Each tender fpirit lothes ; 
Such theirs, as fober men were fhy 
To touch their bloody clothes. 


/ 9 Samecrn 


I jo rheir piety fo feigned had been, 
In fcorn the people cry, =~ 
“ Depart, depart; touch not th’ unclean,’ 


eh 


When off they walk and fly. 2 


The very heathen them mppizid, 
And packing them away, — 
z From Salem, be they gone, they fi fad, 
‘ For there they pas not EAN 


te ery -P TS SEE Te 
| OnE - q EL: Sa Loe 3 | ae 


og © 


3 Thisisbriesiony faid ae our game} ge 
ee r 


ord hath giv’n them oer; 
divided them ; 


“fee ee neh lS 
P . 1 = 


20. The Lord’s anointed, who we e thought . 


co 


SON G')S- Boer 
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Ver. Now, as forus, amidft ourftrait, : 


Fail’d have as yet our eyes, 
While we for help and fuccour wait 
From faithlefs, weak allies: 


Our vain and fruitlefs hopes have fled, 
And juftly us mifgave ; Z 

We watched for a nation’s aid, 
Unable us to fave. | 


x TZADE. 


High batteries rais’d above « our wale 
The fieging foe completes ; beg 

Their arrows fury on us falls, | 
And hunts us off our ftreets: 


Our facred and our civil: flate, OMS & 
Is thus! rain-conie; P48 Leng f - 
‘Our profperous days are out of date Sa 
rose near’s our difmal doom! — 
chi oP i ee ae WF 
There’s no 5 eagae when we fly, er 
Purfuers fuch are they, 7. 
Far {wifter than the eagle’s hioh, Be 
When flying on their prey: __ A: 
If to the mountains high we flea, 
There they purfu’d us ftraight; Aisin 
If to the defart hafte we made, 
There they for us laid wait. 
Oy Rect, eee UL ie 


Our life and breath would guard, 
‘The royal prey, our prince was caught, 
And in their pits infnar’d: 


Beneath his fhade we thought to creep, 
And fafe’mong heathen live; 

But flighting Chrift, the antitype, 
Vain hopes did us mifgive. 


w SHIN. 


21. O Edomite! rejoice, exult a 


O’er Zion’s wrack, but cheat 
The cup of wrath, for this infult, 
Its round to thee fhall go: 


Thou fhalt be drunk, infaruate, 
Mad in thy projects all. 

Expofe thyfelf to fhame and hate, 
And Ragperee headlong fall. 


=F TAU. 


22. The punifhment Heav’n did eg OF 


O Zion! tor thy dit oy ae 
Ev’n thy captivity fhall end, 
ee Edom’ Ss woes bi | ua 


> 


Laid ope, pee 1ew or Pans he 
_Gaintt thee in wrath proceeds, . 


a ry Js ad prot br ‘Supgiee bg if 
Ex mee ba oD, jor the ue 
Returns ag Gok ce 2 


LPAR BEV. 


2. Our heritage and houfes ceafe 
Now to be call’d our own; 
Strangers and allians have our leafe 
Of property o’erthrown. 
3. As helplefs orphans we're bereav’d, 
And fatherlefs we mourn; 
Our mothers are as widows griev’d, 
Lamenting o’er the urn. 


4. Water that’s frée to. every frog, 
For money we have drunk; — 
Pay’d dear for every wooden log, 


So far our rights are funk, 


» s. We on our necks the heavy yoke 
Xt Of'perfecution bear; °) 


“We' toil, and have not from the hock ° 


A\refting day nor year. 

_ 6, With Egypt we were forc’d to make 
. A bargain for our breads cs: 
And alfo hands with Afhur thake, 

- To fatisfy our need. ~ : 
7. Our fathers finn’d, and are no more, 
On earth their grief to vent; 
But of their fins, as heirs, we bore 
_ The daily punifhment. e: 
- 8. Bafe flaves have o’er us domineer’d; 
We drudged at their beck: 
Yet none have for our help appear’d, 
Their infolence to check. ay 
g. In peril of our lives, with pain, 
*Our bread we daily fnatch’d; 
For round the city, in'the ‘plain, 
The bloody {word difpatch’d. - 


to, The ftorm of famine’s fierce attack, 
So'terrible hath proven; ~ tA 
Our {kin was‘dry’d and parched black, 
-Incolour like an ovens: ) 0° > 
11. In Zion, women of chafte names 
Were ravifh’d and o’erpower’d ; 
In Judah’s cities younger dames | 
And maidens were deflower'd. 
12. E’en princes, with'their hands in rage, 
Were hang’d up by the neck: 


13 


14. 


eg, 


i6. 


ne 


18. 


THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH. ° ogy 


To elders faces, grave and fage, 
They yielded no refpect. 


Young men were fet to grind, and flrefs’d 
With work in flavifh mode; 

And children fmall, with wood opprefs’d, 
Fell down beneath the load. 


Elders and judges from the gate, 
Now ceafe to give decrees ; 


»Muficians young, their lutes tranflate 


To harps on willow trees. 


Our former folemn feftal mirth 
And joy of heart is gone 

Our merry dance is turn’d on earth 
Into a mourning moan. © . 

The crown is fallen from off our head, 
The.royal ftate and fway ; 

Wo’s us for we have finn’d indeed, 
And thrown our blifs away! 


For this our fin and guilt fo grim, 
Faint hearts we have and fears; 

For thefe our woes, our eyes are dim> 
And blinded all with tears. 


For Zion-mount’s fo defolate, 
That foxes as they pleafe, 


_ And crafty foxes to church and ftate, 


19. 


20. 


21. 


Tread down the fpot with eafe. - 


Juftly uncrown’d, uncrown’d, we chime ; 
But thou, Lord, ftay’t for ay: 

From age to age enthron’d fublime, 
No changes mar thy fway. 


Lord, wherefore doft'thou thus forget, 
For ever fhall it be? 

Why left in this deferted ftate 
Are we fo long by thee? 


Turn;us to thee, Lord, and we fhall 
Be turn’d into: thy mold: 

Renew our days, reftore our all, 
And fave us, as of old. 


. For, wilt thou quite reject us; Lord, 


In wrath to endlefs years? 
Then, where’s thy love, thy truth, thy word? 
Let faith diffolve our fears, 


Vow. I, 


th. 


The PR nl i ee comp 
flament, are ufually denominated the le 
other prophets, or 
thefe of the greater prophets : 
greateft reafon to beheve, that these pe brid 
what they delivered to writing : and it is certain they were as re ful i in their day, and eld 
tation as the other, although there is not fo much of their prophecies kept on 

ty. On this account, their compofitions cannot be fuppofed to contam fo man; 
ter for divine hymns, as the atber ig oe writings are vy raftly large 
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SCRIPTURE meas : 


eehis he 


> Poe i 5 
een ry i‘ nT 
iVdb etlob iw: an sek one 


Porms Seleéted from By Minor ster i a 7 


lected jm them. 


2. 


Se 


” S ONG. L 
Jonan’s Prayer out of the Whale’s Belly. 


onah ii. 1,—9. “ Then Jonah prayed unto 
“ the Lord his God, out of the fith’s belly, 
“and faid,” 


I CRY’D to God the Lord eit high, 

When trouble me befel; ~ 

He hear’d, and liften’d'to my cry, ~ 
From out the womb of helly 


Thou me into the fwelling deeps ~ 
Amidft the feas hadf cat; 

Around me floods, and o’er me ney, 
Of waves and billows patt. : 


Quite from thy fight I’m catt, faid I, 
And bury’d in the main: 

Yet to thine holy place mine eye’ 
Will dare to look again. 


Around me to my very foul 


The roaring feas were {pread: 


_ The {welling deeps inclos’d me whole; . 


6. 


The weeds inwrap’d my head. 


To bottoms of the mountains down 
Ship’d in the whale’s dark womb: 
Earth’s bars about me feem’d anon 

My everlafting tomb: 


Yet, Lord, my life thou didft reftore 
From rotting death’s abode, 


And mad’ft my grave caft me afhore, 
Omyz RES God. 


mM “ho Of 
? 


f gobeavy ~ sd OF 3990 b ‘ 


fare si ne 
| yet the following 
(EO ELIE OF 

fee PY e37 my {I “a et Aidt 5 .. 
bal 2 ES. ioc | *) si@. Pay 
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A Prayer of Has: A K KUK ge prophet, 1 ; she Sigio- 
noth; [or, according to the eariable | os ‘tunes. 


22 Yi if4 


Bab aig oe 


s1 EcT. I. Habakkuk 5 Prayer. 
: ovil to. to Tftsant 
2. Lo2?: 1 have heard, thy awful, qreech, 
Which ftruck my heart with fears ; 
Revive thy work, Lord, 1 befeech,! rt 


Amidft the woful. years; iow ro 


Amidtt ‘the: ene, epee Oe thrall) 
- Make known thy faithfulnefs: » 

In wrath, though jut, to mind. aati 
Free mercy prone to blefs. EP ie 


am 


St ft a i | ee 


3. [Our fathers. in. their loweft ftate Vi . ' 


& 


Thine arm. Sid. Sateswpholdeisbu, at 
ie - hope revive while I relate © 


hy wonders done of old.]_; PTE E: 


From Teman came the holy pees y 
God came from Paran hill: 
O’er all the heav’ns his glory fhone; 
His praife the earth did fill. 


4. His brightnefs pure outfhone the light, — os 


Beams darted from each fide; 
And there he pleas’d to thew his ee. 
Yet more his might to hide. © 
5. Before him went the peftile 
And burning at his feet; 
— Hot plagues went 


i= 
n 

FE 
oe 

© 

Sa 


. He foo d ion he promis ‘d land: 
He look’d but from. above 
on the health nations rane 


PS Raa, FROM THE MINOR PROPHETS. * 759 
ss 8. - Did Heav’n againft the rivers frown? 19. The Lord’s my ftrength, he'll make my feet 
3 ‘Did wrath the fea betide? ; Like hinds v’ out-run my woes ; 
That thou didft mount thy horfe, and on He'll make me walk in heights, to {mite 
Salvation’s chariot ride? _ And tread upon my foes. 
9. Nay, naked quite ‘thy bow was made, To the chief Singer on my ftringed Inftruments. 


As thou didit-fay and fwear . 
To Ifral’s tribes, whofe conquetft fpread 


To make thy. truth appear. Sete ye ELT 


With rivers ito nefr fhe thy. flocks ad AsRAgt excited to fing Pra fe for their Sclvation 
Earth cleft afunc der feems: - ; ~~ and Refloration. 
e - Thou turn 'dit:the Hots We etal eg » ... Zeph. iin 14,—20. 
The rocks to cry: al fireams,;; ; a 
. ' 14. ZION, fing! O Ifra’l, raife 
ro. On fight of thee did mountains quake; ; The fong ane Digath eoics! 
EN The sorinenates: patt, by. é k : - OSatem! trebling high the praife, 
’ deeps with nowy roaring {pake, With all the heart rejoicé. 


‘ee And hands u iplifted BH Mewor bik God from thy woes hath, fet thee free, 
gr, Both fun and moon ftood' ftill; ne bright | Thy £. ; 
a y foes {wept to the door: : 
Ey " Within be airchinss ober wtih wc ‘The Lord thy King’s in mudft of thee, 

9 wait thy fhining arrows flig Thou fhalt fee ill no more. 


s a 4 And <Agsed, tae ahas ies ipears: 16. To Salem then it fhall be: -faid; 
12. ‘Thou on thy march: thro? Canaan’s climes, “ Fear not, thy foes, attack ; 


8 In fury hot.like frei), ok gored s es bs Zion, (for her builders aid) 
\ ie Cuno ites ela beings “Let.not thine hands be flack.” 
a 8 hy wae a Sure see as 17. ei: Lord sere ih in. midi of thee, 
= ‘ ‘ s mighty.to deliver; 
sp MP ATS IEM as Tne own oa a “His mighty pow’r exert. will ] he, 

ss: Te Tore ABE OAR SP Fe gy saab cf In faving thee for-ever, ys 

Yok ! scot queue ly With joy.he ill o’er thee. rejoic ce 
ae Crown’d heads:thow' from their ohal feats He se his , Jaf iA rejoic es Fs 


Of wickednefs didft wound ; His joy fhall o’er thee eS the voice 


, - Mad’ft bare from foot to neck; their ftates Of ineine b feist: 

(| Ss Demolith’d to the ground. . re ee 
ae 18. Of thee are thefe who mourn fincere 

Rati 14. The villages of Canaan’s land — hea tee Toast Th aftepa bly fotemn gone; 

Siaparar sien cueeatey 1 SMA T2S } ee load of ite reproach who bear, 
With Ifra’l’s flaves, and arms in watt: Pll gather them each one. 
Y 7 Thou ftrackeft through their pate, 
Sas 19, Lo! then, I will undo and rout 
3 They like a ‘tempett fierce came out All that opprefs’d thee have; 
To {catter, drive, and foil: Pll gather her that was driven out, 

7 They joy’d in hope, by fecret rout, And her that halteth fave. 

Re Poor Ifra'l’s tribes to {poil. 3 

a To my reproached faints will I 
8 1g, But thou, to < dafh the fons of pride, Procure both praife and fame, 
eer" And Ifra'l’s triumphs crown, In ev'ry land, where formerly : 
Ses Traverfing feas, didft conqu’ring ride They had ca, put to fhame. 

oo Great heaps of waters down. : 

| 20. At gath’ring time I'll bring you home, 
as 16. Yet now when threatén’d woes I heard , To make you a renown, 
sae Would light on Ifral’s fons, "Mong all that dweil on earth, to whom 


My bowels quak’d; I greatly fear'd, 


_You was before unknown. SS 
Corruption feiz ‘d my bones. _ 


oa i. = nee Tis done, when I before your eyes 3 S 
ae - With quiv’ring lips at th’ awful * ‘voice, pe Een I, Renan faye ) be eyes ¥ 
ae Which did the heart-quake raife, Dees & Turn hack all your captivities, 
I trembled, that] might rejoice, = 


es ee po fet you for a praife. 
20s). And reft in troublous days: “Ses has 


Orv he with furious troops the foe ss ey, as SONG W. 


aul career, The Church exhorted to fing and rejoice for the 
: ani a and bis pe aecae 
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(11. Lo! by thy cov’nant-fealing blood " 
Pll fet thy pris’ners free SONG VL 
From out the pit, where nothing good, Curist’s Sufferings and Glory. 


Nor water tweet eanitk. Zech. xiv.7. Luke. xxiv. 26 
12. Turn, O ye prifoners of hope, 


To Chrift the ftrongeft hold: TAO cies. faid he, that rules the kies, 
To-day I'll you infure a crop My fword of vengeance great; 
Of comfort doubly told. | Awake and fmite the man that is 
My fellow, and my mate. 
SON Garey. Soon, therefore, as he took their fleth, 
The Fountain of Purification opened. i To take away our guilt, 


With juftice’ ftern avenging lath 
His facred blood was fpilt. 
(500d news to men, ftill new and freth, The waves of forrow, ev'n to death, 
While laits the gofpel day, Did o’er his bofom roll ; 
A fountain fhall be ope to wafh And mountains of almighty wrath 
Their fin and filth away: ‘Lay heavy on his foul. 


Wide ope to David’s houfe, and all But, O!. the wifdom, mercy, grace, _ 
That dwell on Salem ground; That join’d with vengeance now! ~ 
To kings and fubjects, great and {mall, He dies, to fave our guilty race, 
That hear the joyful found. And yet he rifes too! 4 . 


The facred font to wafh our ftains, A_perfon fo divine was he, 
Is pure and precious blood, Who yielded to be flain, 

That iffued from the dyihg veins That he could give his life away, 
Of our incarnate God. And take his life again. — 


Lord, wafh me there; this blood alone He, for the crown of thorns and fhame 
The fountain open’d fo, Now wears a crown of glore: ‘ 
Hath pow’r fufficient to atone, Hell trembles at his awful name, 
And make me white as fnow. And all the heav’ns adore. 


A paraphrafe on Zech. xiii. 1. 


The END of the OLD-TESTAMENT SonGs, 


| : , J “i 
Abxoot rae, eOue “[  96nt Fi: | a | 

ee ee UR: Be eS Per Ne eS 

RIES NG OS ts ie ee em ea: Be, 

_ New-TestamMent Sones; ory Songs upon feveral 


{ 1 _ ' ’ 
ie 5 ee Ra : sis : rs e 
j ee ’ OF 2g. auloy . b CIA be Ae v4 : AY eR T 1. 
i 
4 


5 ‘ eo rag ere terre pe ryt Nicht Gat 3 ' , ‘ . 
2" Porms fEledted from the Four Evangelifts. 
fees OP ves bas dito of wos 169! eT A, fii 
) aes hough the Pfalms of David: are truly excellent and Jublime, containing the moft fuitable matter for pgaife and ; 
oo aa adoration, bemg the moft fpiriiual, devotional, and divine collection of poefy extent ; and nothing can be compofed 
more proper to rave a pious foul to’heaven, and waft it, as it were, to the very furbubs of glory, than fome 
_. parts of that book: yet there are many paffages in it peculiarly adapted to the Old-teftament dijpenfation, of carnal 
| rites and ceremonies ; and, on that account, cannot be Juppofed to be fo perfpicuoufly clear and full of the grace 
»: and Spirit of the gofpel. The confideration hereof hath induced many devout and pioufly-difpofed perfons ardently 
Si and fincerel. \wifh that our PsALMODY were inlarged ; not only by adding Jome other Scriptural Songs out 
ae 8 of the Old‘ ‘Cftament,- but particularly by felecting a number from the New.* 
24 Tie New Teftament is that portion of facred writ which doth moft plainly teftify of Chrift ; and in which the 
ty gofpel of the grace of God; bringing falvation to finners, doth Shine moft clearly, The four Evan gelifts contain 
ae: the hiftory of our bleffed Redeemer: and it was neceffary the doctrine of Chrift fhould be interwoven with, and 
founded upon the narrative of bis birth, life, miracles, death, and refurrection. As there is no part of /cripture 
more requifite for us to be acquainted-with ; Jo there 1s none that the generality of Chriftians are more delighted 
ae «with: mregard, it not only yields them fo much agreeable matter of inflruction and meditation, profit and plea- 
—  —_ fure, but of praile alfo; for therein we find Jeveral divine fongs, and very fuitable matter for divine hymns: 
ist i aa dj ., from the evangelifis, the following Jongs are felected. . 
: wi. Sere es Le Dae o's i a4: a , : ‘ 
. s Bee Sa Sea TINT OG eT oily | au Sas Soe il ds Se highett orb, 
Sane ae be B . Spee . e ruler ofthe ikies, 
een este AP Ses = aa i we ak a we aes S Whofe rays are under rags eclips’d, 
| So ESS ML. 7,16, pote Within the manger lies. a 
-* Ver. JQ EHOLD! a new-born tender Babe, The heav’ns at all their light may blufh; = 
eo In freezy winter night, The earth at all her pride; _ ee 
: In homely manger trembling lies ; Her potentates their fparkling crowns, ~ ae 
oa Alas! a piteous ‘fight! | >. And trains may lay afide. eo 
ss The inns are full; no man will yield Of all their golden pompous robes ~ a 
@& © This little gueftabed; >. Afhani’d her princes be, : 
- But fore’d he is, with filly beatts, When God’s poor cottage on the earth 
Incribtofhrowdhis head, © His clouts and crew they fee. 
-Defpife him not for lying there; © = Behold, all glorious things below, _ : 
Firft, whatheis, enquite; 9 _ Their glory now defpife; ae om 
An orient pearl has oft been found, _ Since God moft high does earth’s contempt, 
Ev’n in a dirty mire. aes ro “ + Stirs © More than her glory, pret s ‘ 
_ * Weigh not his crib, his wooden difh, *_ 3 “Hrpoh Seat dg Giger aR < 
Nor beafts that by him feed; | BR PBS oO ESE ped 
.~~-sWeigh not his mother’s poor attire, me ee eS. 4 UE Eight = eatitudes. rc a ~ 2 


fee court; = 9 3. LESS they who in {pirit p 


'd of felf-conce 
is is made 
rich a 


i. 
fr 


762 ‘ SC: Bib PoT U R 
4. Blefs’d are the merciful to man; 
‘Though God them nothing owe, 
Yet mercy more they fhall obtain, 
The more they mercy fhow. 


8, Blefs’d are the pure in heart.and way,’ ’ 
Through God's renewing “grace ; 
For noné but fuch fhall aes for whe 
The vifion of his face. : 


9: Blefs’d are peace-makers isin 

To make all ftrife to ceafe’; 

4 They fhall-be nominate-with fame, 
Sons of the God of peace. 


10. Blefs’d arethey who, for Jefus’ fake, 

11. Bear f{hame, reproach, and pain; 

12. They fhall, with glorious j joy, partake 
Of his iumphant reign. 


il 


SONG UL 
The Lorvp’s Prayer. 


' 


j Pg 
f Matth. vi: 9,13. 


ae: 9 ey. R Father, on thy heav’nly throne, 
fice Thy great name hallowed be: 
i 10. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
On earth, ev’n as on high. 


11..Give us our daily bread, and blefs 

a ~- What meafure thou doft fend: 

12. Forgive our fins, as we, pose grace, 
Do thefe that us offend. 


t 


3 13. Into temptation lead us not, 
Ss . Nor fuffer us to ftray ; 
But gracioufly our good promote, 
From evil guard ourway. 


€ For thine’s the kingdo 
do perta 


A 


And glor 


; 1 : ; pow’, tothee, ~~ 
. a ya : - 7 
RE, As from: and to eternity . 


ee ‘and fhall, Amen. 


Ce > 


pe) IN hades TN 
Curist’s Addre/s to Gop: Or, the feswtny 


giving to the FATHER. 
ag Matth. Mie 260 Luke xa, 


HE man. of forrows, Jefus Chrift, 
~A mnourner all his days, 


To this fon g of praife: 
fe ath r, Lord of,heav’n and earth, » 
hofe right it withal, 
To doom the rebel gman to death, 
. Op raife him from higstalls - 2 
It thee, that Heav'n’s mytteries 
‘babes thou f{howeft bright, 


While from the learn’d, and worldly wife 
u hides the faving fight. 


oe of prudence, and of pride, 

- Thefe things thou haft conceal’d, __ 

Which to thy weak and joss eee bride, te 
2 Thou plainly hatt reveal’d. ce 


-Evn fo, dear Father, fince thy iN be 
- Ordain’d it to be fo; 

For down the proud thou loves 
i And ‘lay the haughty low. 
hor d dealing thus dott fov’ reigaly 
_ Thy great’ decrees fulfil; 
- Choofe fome to life, while orhicts. die ; 
et thou art t righteous fall sae | 


to pall 


oe All foy’reign pow’r in earth and heav’ n, 


iy 


f 


of the Grace’s Benefits, m CHRisv’s Thank/- % 


Yet onée; in fpirit glad, addfefs’d | : ‘ 


nee. \ a gig RG 
E77 Ss ON GS Book il. «< 
Ver, Shall mortals grumble? fhaiiarufh- = 


Imagine God unjutt? 
Who foon, a8 he can make, cancruth 
~A thoufand worlds to” aut. 


O teach men, not thy deep decree, 
. But written. will to trace; 

And in thy Son to come and fee 

_ The wonders of ty, Brace ; 
5 tf} ‘ \ - : ats | £ Pe 


S Oc N 'G.\V) 


Cth IST’s' geet to MAN: or, ‘bis Invitation to 
; Sinners. 


t.xi. 27,29. Luke x. 22. John iii, 35,36. 


E Fatfr loves mg, and has givin 
Alb things into my hand; 


AY a 


To order and command. 2ctlild st Gogod S, 


p ete yf None but the Father Knows whe Sori, abs : 
pet: genie? | “04 


‘None but the'Son him fees 
‘And only right the Father’s a 
In, by, and thorough’ Tes ees 
For, lo! I’m feal’d and fet apart | ak ARS 
A Prophet to:difplay, Bas VAM. 44% 
The fecrets.of my Father’s heart 
And bofom, BRET f Han 


pie” ee 
re 


ss, dec Ret i 


Bs as 


With fin or Manel a ih a AR 
On me, by faith, your burdens roll, 
And I.will give you reft. hes 2 Bay! * 
Take on my yoke, and learn of the, ee 
For lowly is my mind, ” ; 
2 And:meek, to teach you: thus walle: # 


, Soul-r eft: and quiet find; =. we 
} 2%. eee 
_My yoke is. eafy to. the neck... . _ 


 -~ "That does it kindly. ’brace: 
| "My burden’s light, even to the weak,” 
: eeabugh my fupporaing Braces’ ae at 


ee 
KS 


Be SONG Wh 2 iu 
_.,, The Song PARES 4, ad 
sa ‘Luke. Ab, ere 
46. ve foul doth magnify the Lord, . 
And’ high his praifeelate: 
47. My fpirit is with gladnefs ftor’d, 
_ In God my Saviour great. 


48, For to his hand-maid’s ftation mean, sa shes 
He hath regard exprefs’d ; ite 

. And, lo! ‘all ages yet unfeen, 
Shall henceforth call me blefs’d. 


49. For he that is the mighty ‘One, 
Hath done great things to me: 
Mott holy is his name alone, 
‘And ftill ador’d fhall be. 


go. To them that fear him, and embrace _ ee | “ 


The truth that cannot fail; ey 
His mercy is ffomrace to race, ty 
Tran{mitted by: intaih vied iF 


ie st. ‘Strength’ with’ his ‘arm: ‘God. ‘had ifplay d: 


“<The proud ‘he did confound ; 
~ Their projééts to their! hurt he made, 
_ And to his praiferedound. 
$26 The great and might ‘Tom, t eir mh n. 
| Sond hurry ace ie ‘he: he aise 
But highly rais’d the aie ie ide 
et were: an Av as | a ; er ou. 


ret rae 
abies 7 st a a ee fit vd. < eee ey 


Par? I. 


Vir. The hungry with good things he fed, 
‘53. And fill’d to their content; 
Whereas the rich and full prea 
Away he empty fent. 


% 54. He .to’ his fervant Ifga’l kind, 
Did give his helping hand, 
And ‘call’d his antient love to mind, 
Recorded in his band ; 


55. Which to our fathers race’of old, 
He did by. oath fecure, © 
To Abr’am and his feed enroll'd," 
For ever to endure. 


Long lay in his eternal breatft 
The promife of his Son: 

In thee [hall nations all.be ble/g@, 
ae Was faid, and fhall be She, ape 


§°O N°G” VIL 

Sa “Whe Song of Lact aR EAS. 

Pee TARE, 68 ae 

‘<< Sy be as SS mersih: Fei necting aera: 

68. DLESS’D_-be Jehovah, Ifra’l’s God, 
Who now himfelf has come, 


fe | To vifit and redeem ‘his folk 
; - - Brom fin and flavith doom. 


69. He in his fervant David's houfe, 
* Has-rais’d of David's line, 
An horn of fafety. fure for us, 
And full of pow’r divine: 


* 79. As fpake his holy feers of old; 
oh. Who, fince the. world began, 
~ «eSFiave all,.from time to time, foretold, 
x ite w God would vifit man. — 


garrett we fhould fafe from haters hands, 


: aamsto And heavy bondage be; 
; h. worfe than Roman yokes: and bands, 
* From fin and Satan free, 


2. To grant the mercy promifed, 

And prove, his promife true, 

Of old to our ancetftors' made, 
Tous made out in view. 


73. The deftin’d blifs, the plighted truth, 
ah To his remembrancecame, _ 
The holy cov’nant, feal’d by ee 
» ¢ And fworn to Abraham: 
4A. That we, deliver’d from their hand, 
—_ ~ - Who hatred to us bear, - 
ia love might ferve him at command, 
» And without flavifh fear: < - 


a7 


75. Might through his grant of promis’d g1 grace, | 


~ This loving fervicé give, 
In holinefs, and righteoufnefs, 
- absBefore ie while we live. 


Smee c 1. , he 
ielpettine Fob the Baptift, bis Office and Work. 


_* 49, And thou, child, fhalt be call'd anon, 
sa ~ (Into Elias’ place,) : 
The Prophet of the higheft One, ¥ 
To go before his face. 


2: 77- The herald to repare his way, 
And make falvation known: 
, The Lamb that takes our fin away, 
Se A victim, fhall be fhown. . 
be He fhouts, “ Behold! the object I blefs 'd, 
See! Soe Tatas God on wing, 
: . 58 Ta fave, sr pia as ‘ analy 
~“ By conquett,, as a King. f. 
Pio | * Gen. xii. 3. ; 
. : t , ; 


ial 


FROM THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. 


32. This. is the light of life in view,. - 


rT John i. 20, 36. 
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Ver. “ He comes that’s mightier than I; 
“ Til never claim-his dues: 
“ Nay, ’'m unworthy to untie 
“Fhe latchet of his fhoes. ¢ 


78. Our God in tender mercy nigh, 
Who firft did light command, 
Has, by the day-{pring from on high, 
Thus vifited our land. 


79. Clear to'enlighten thefe that fit - | 
In darkeft {hades of death ; 
And ftraight, to guide our wand'ring feet, 
In grace’s peaceful path. 


SONG Vill. 


Curist’s Nativity celebrated ; or, the firft good 
News of our Saviour’s Birth, by an Angel, 

ito ait Shepherds in BETHLEHEM; together 
wit the Song ofa numerous Company of An- 
gels thereupon. 


Luke u- 8,— 14, 


8, Witt. Shepherds watch’d, in Bethl’em’s 
Amangel bright appear’d; — [fields, 
Heav’n's glory round them was reveal’d, 
At which they greatly fear’d: 


to. Fear not at all, faid he; for, lo! 
I bring, with fweet folace, 
Good tidings of great joy to you, 
And all the human race. 


11, To you is born this day and date, 
In David's little town, 

A Saviour, the Meffiah grea 

The hard of high reaosen 


12. And this to:you oat Bi 
You'll find tl Parrayd. 
And wrapt in dling cloths, ai 
And:in a manger laid. 


i. Straightway with th’ angel join’d gloud 
A num ous fhining throng 
Of heav’nly harpers, praifing God 
In this. melodious.fong. 


14, “ All glory, in the higheft heav’ ns, 
“To God be render’d ftill ; 
“* For peace on-earth: benignly giv’n, 
_“* And towards men good-will, 


‘ s re) N G IX, 
Fhe Song of Simeon, having the Babe, ee. 


in tgs Arms, 


Ce 


Luke’ 11. — 32. 


29. NO: let thy favour’d fervant, Lord, 


In peace depart and die, , 
According to thy gracious word, 
Accomplifh’d faithfully: 


30. For thy falvation, with mine eyes,. 


I fee.. The vifion charms! 


My foul the fear of death defies’ 


When Chrift is in my arms. 


cae This long-expected blifs atier dé 
‘Before the peoples face; 


Still a-preparing while delay’d, © _ il 


Now fhows .thy truth and grace. as 
ve 
To lighten Gentile lands: oe 
- Thy people Ifra’l’s glory too, 
To break their flavith bands. 


+ Matth, ii, he ee 


3 inte 4 7 e ce ae 
_ . ee en 


- a 


NB Nak, 


‘a 
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Curist’s Preaching, Office, and Commiffion. 


Luke iv. 16,23. Ifa. Ixi, 1,—4. 


Ver. HE text was {weet which Jefus took, 
The doctrine, Come and fee » 
This fcripture, in the facred book, k 
To-day fulfll’dinme: 


On me the Sp’rit divine is fhed,»: 
Anointing me to preach <— 

To. poor and needy, tidings: lai: 
.And meek’ned fouls to teach.. 


I’m come no friend to fin, but yet 
The finner’s friend to be ; 
__. Captives at liberty to fet, 
“=*" "And Satan’s flaves to free: 


From clouds of fin that fouls benight, 
3. 'To,clear the dark’ned:niinds “\0° 
And with the rays of faving light. 


Illuminate the blind. . 


I'm fent to heal the broken heart, 
The bleeding foul to cure, ~ 4 

Treafures to bankrupts to impart, © 
And riches to the poor. 


To make a proclamation free 
Of pardon, grace, and peace, 

The Lord Jehovah’s jubilee, 
His year of {weet releafe. 


His day of vengeance to declare 
tes On authors of annoy ; 
eo! {That Zion’s mourners all may fhare 
lane gion. $ peace and j ore 


That trees of Healeoariels nin be 
genes _ Their proper name defcry’d, 
.. The planting of the Lord, that he 
May thus be glorify’d. ? 


f= Such was the doétrine of folace_ 
That Jefus did impart; 
Such were his powerful words of grace 
To captivate the heart. 


Welcome the preacher great, that comes 
For all thefe happy ends ; : 
ta This office juftly he affumes, ¥ 
show God the Father fends. 


nes SONG XL 
: The. returning ‘Prodigal. * 


Pa dee iin 


“ 


Reape ey 
£ 


en ¥ iste ‘Luke xv. 13-24. Asad co 
=. HE rebel fon, whofe luft and wine, 


Did all his fortune wafte, _ 
* Lo! ho OV 


w he fought among the fine 
hutks to tafte. Pe tc 
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Ver. He ran, and fell upon his neck, 


~ 24, My fon} was dead, and lives again; 


| win 


ryt 
ete 
ms 


SO: MeGrs: Boox Il. 


Kifs’d and embrac'd his fon: 
21. Father, faid he, I feel a check. 
For follies I have. done. ah. 


22. The joyful father faid, Bring forth, : 
For him the beft array; 
The diamond ring of greateft worth, 
And throw his rags away. 
23. A day\of feafting I ordain; =» | 
- Let joy and mirth;abound: 


Was loft, and now is found. : 


fy - we a 
f b s; WE 


ae: ‘ 
‘3 tit t 


$0 N G xi. jut . 
The Gofpel Feaft, and. the Price of ae 
Luke Xvi I b= 24; 4 Pet. iii, 18. 


px zai atee furnith’d, Lord ! Ak 
Witlg plenty. from ‘above; iii ; 

The Hae -of life 0” ‘erfpread the board, me pte 

‘The cup o’erflows with love. | = . 


a 


Thy antient family, the Jews, — ae ag a 39 
Was firft call’d to the feaft; —— 

We Gentiles take what they vefdie. 
And glad the banquet tafte. nici o 


We are the poor, the blind, the lame, > 

Made up of wounds. and wants; | ; 
But, at thy call, we come to claim | Ae 

Supplies thy mercy grants. 


What fhall we pay th’ eternal Som, 
That left his high abode, tea 
And to this wretched earth came rs ae me 
To bring us back toGod? »* 


To fave our fouls, and buy ou our livesj” onl 
It coft him: evn his*6Wnt 0 cs 

He bought the unknown joys he gives 
With agonies unknown. 


Our endlefs love to him is iduse,’2 Be aX 
That ranfom’d finners loft, ‘ 

And pity’d rebels, though’ he knew wD , 
Mee pale his love aati 


SONG: XU. eer 


The Deity and Hanauiy: fi CHRIsT; Sore 
The Go. D-M AN. 


Po) 


1 
Lor Pee 
ig ‘ { 


— K 1, 3p Be Col. in16, Eph. uly 910 \ Wie 


BFORE the heav’ ns aces fpread abroad, 
the eternal Word: 

‘od he ‘was; the Word was God, © 
And is as God ador ‘de 


24 < ill —., ae f 
y 1S own pow’r al ae PRET IAG 5 eee 
__ By him up ee : 

one ss OG création’ s head; 


eC ree 
Pe cine pee et = = 


« 
« 


~ Partd. 


Ver. Arch-angels leave their-high abode, | 
Fo learn their loves, and tell) ~ 
The glories of th’ incarnate God, 
Our great Immanuel. 
ore cas “A SlOUN G* XIV, . >) ea 
~ ol) OME CLE NOSE DAIS ii gh 
Believers faved, Unbeliewers damned. 
John iii,.16, 17, 18, | Mark xvi ig, 26. 
(0D lovd the world of mankind ‘0, 
To favethem all from fin and wo, 
| Who truftin him alone. 5” 
_ “Not to condemn the fons of then) 
. ___ The Son of 4 


No. 


-warli 
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ed 
5 
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=, 
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: <gaea 


what \ and'ring hearts we have, 
_Forgetful of his face; = 
And, to refreth our minds, he gave 
_ Memorials of his grace. | 
_ He oft the gofpel+table fpreads ~ 
= With his own flefh and blood; 
Faith on the rich provifion feeds, 


Tis to prepare a place, 2" 


7) 


Nor greatly troubled be; 


truft in ¢ 


FROM THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. 


* Asaatiyt 
Corie Ss 

es oe et eee 

eee _ And taftes the love of God. x Neti 


Where we may dwell in heav’nly lig oe x 
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4. Thuswherel’m bound you know; and. may ns 
5. _ Well underftand the road; 
6. For ’'m the true and living way, 

By which you come to God. 


po nla. ht Che ktuiiah ater 
Curist’s Miracles, wrought by Bim, to prove 
his Godhead and divine Miffion. 
‘Recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 


TK HE miracles divine of old, 
Wrought to:confirm the law, 
Were fuch, as all who did behold 


bay “Were ftruck with dread and awe: 


Witnefs the figns in Egypt thown, 
That men with terror fill’d; > 
| Deftructive plagues, nay, wrath unknown, 
That man and cattle kill’d. *. 
But now the wonders Jefus wrought, 
To fhow that from above ~ 
His peaceful embafly was brought, 
Are miracles of love. . 
.Mofes turn’d water firft to blood 
Of dreadful fcenes a fign: 


, he 


~~ 


Mir. But Chrift, intending finners good 


1.. Turn’d water into wine... .... 
2. He, doing good, went up and down, 
And carry'd, as he paftjs.) = 
His heay’nly gifts from town to|town, 
And round him bleflings caft,,; » 
To-win th’ obdurate: Jews in vain: 
With profer’d blifs:he ftroved | 
His future glories they difdain, . 
And flight his Father's love, 
If worldly: pomprwithout annoy, |” 
And empire he’ Had giv’ny))) 2: © 
‘Twas that they wanted to enjoy, 
And not his unfeen heav’n. | 
Yet with good-will, in every place, 
Salvation he reveal’d ; 
3- Dark minds enlighten’d by his grace ; 
4. Difeafed bodies heal’d. 


5. Impetuous winds were by him flack’d, 

And waves his will obey’d; rifaets 

The ftormy tempeifts, by him check’d, — 
Afide their fury laid. 


_ He made the raging ocean plain 


“of And fmooth at his command; 


And walked on the liquid main, 


-on the folid land. 


e.with a word, did cure the lame, 
nd quickly heal the fick ; | 
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Mir. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


Sic ROP BR WSU -REDA 


To feed with manna from above 
Was chiefly his ‘employ ; 
His royal tare, a feaft of love, 
Of pardon, peace, and joy. 
His miracles corporeal 
Were but his pawns, in place 
Of miracles fpiritual, 
And pledges of his grace. 


. With majefty he {poke, whom all 


“His audience did adore; 
No man, (they did aloud propale,) 
E’er {poke like him before. 


. The crew, whofe fwords did him furround, 


He could have crufh’d to death, 
With equal eafe, as to the ground 
He threw them with his breath. 


. But ev’n among the bloody band. 


That feiz’d him, did appear 
His loving heart, his healing hand, 
Reftoring Malchus’ ear. 


What was in man he fully knew ; 
The heart of friends and foes 

He fearch’d, and pictur’d in their view 
The thoughts he would difclofe. 


He fhew’d Nathanael’s heart, and faid, 
“ Ere Philip called thee, 

* I faw thee underneath the fhade, 
“ The leaves of yonder tree: 


“ Tall thy holy motions fpy’d, 
** In yon retir’d abode: 

On which; Nathanael, “ Rabbi, cry’d, 
“ Thou art the Son of God.” 


He to th’amaz’d Samaritan, 
Her wicked life reveal’d, 

Which from: the view of mortal man 
She thought had been conceal’d. 


ie 


SON G'S” Boox Il. 


Mir. Hence, “°O come feé‘a man, the faid, 


a8: 


24. 


25. 


“ With perfect knowledge blefs’d; 
“ He toldme all that e’er I did; 
“ And is not this the Chrift?” 


When Judas bafe had but his vile 
And wicked fcheme defign’d ; 
Then Jefus told him all the guile 

And:treafon-of his mind. 


What lives and lies within the deep 
Lay open to his view, 

Who bad. the fifh the tribute keep 
Till fought as Cefar’s due. 


When naught, in fifhing, caught had been 
By toilers all the night; 

He caus’d the finny tribe conveen, 
And fill their net on fight. 


Nor were his mighty works confin’d, 
To feleét friends he chofe, 

But, like his love to human bint: 
Laid open to his foes. | 


No hidden corner Jefus fought, 
Like forgers bafe of lies, 

But in the light his wonders wrought, 
Before a thoufand eyes. 


Nor were his miracles of love 32 
Wrought in a fcanty way; | 

He prov’d his miffion from above 
By wonders ev’ry day. 


Bright, at his birth the comet blaz’d,. 
That ftraight the wife-men led: 

Dark, at his death, the fun amaz’d 
With blufhes vail’d its head. 

Of heav’n and earth the Rector blefs’d, 
Did thus; in fignals giv’n, 

His miracles.on earth’ atteft, 
By miracles i in ae ne 


> 
—— * 
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SORalihedeU R EB SOoN'G.S. 
Beohti- RT IL. 
Poems felected out of the different Apoffolical Epiftles. 


As the Four Evance ists lay down the foundation of cur holy religion, in the hiftory of our bleffed Sa- 
VIOUR, tts great Author; fo the AposToLicaL EpisTLes open up the mytftery of his death and re/ur= 
rection. The four gofpels /how us how the foundation of the Chriftian church was laid ; the Acts of the Apoftles 
point out how the fuperftructure began to be rarfed, both among ft Fews and Gentiles: and the Apoftalical Epiftles 
contain a clear and compendious Jyftem of the great and important doctrines of the gofpel, in order to edify, com~ 
fort, and build up the church. 

The apoftles were endowed with a wonderful effufion of the Holy Spirit, and were under his infallible influence 
and guidance, both in preaching the gofpel, and writing their Epyfiles; and all of them declare, that what they 
wrote was from God: and they being all men of undoubted probity, wwe may well credit them on this point. 
The fundamental articles of the Chriftian faith, being more fully difcuffed in thefe Epiftles than elfewhere, tend 
mightily to influence practical godline/s, out of principle of divine love, a good confcience, and faith unfergned ; 
and alfo to produce evangelical obedience. r 

It is none of the leaf defigns of the Chriftian inftitutes to excite men unto, and engage them in, all the inftances and 
atts of fincere love, and fervent devotion towards God: and accordingly we find in them abundance of wery 
Suitable matter both for infiruétion, meditation, prayer, and praife. Wi hen the diferent Epiftles are carefully 
looked into, and examined with any degree of attention, we find there are inter{perfed many divine odes and fa» 
cred doxologies; and thefe lay a foundation for felecting the following Songs. 

= §$°.O.20N GL Ver. ’m fure no death nor life of ours, 
ft PSG Ti pe ae Nor angels troublefome ; 
Ruin by Sin, Relief by CHRIsT. Nor principalities, nor pow’rs, 
L9G Ie RomMow dayats Things prefent, nor to come; 


Ver. oe R No firft parents happy ftood, = 39. Nor height, nordepth, nor any mode 
Till foon as fin had place; Of creatures might befide, 


They loft their garden, and their God, Can feparate our fouls from God, 
And kill’d their unborn race. ° | Nor from.his love divide. 
Thus f{prung the plague from Adam’s bow’, His love ‘is fix'd: in’ Jefus ‘fo, 
And ruin fpread abroad; _. Where we have fuch a part,» 
O curfed fin! that in one hour, Not all that earth or hell can do 
Spoil’d fix days work of God...’ Shall pluck us from his heart. 
Tremble, O finner! mourn for grief, | i pe , 
That fuch a foe’s within : ‘s sebahicnen 
Fly,. fly, to Chritt for quick relief, The unfearchable Depth of divine Wifdom and So- 
And let him kill your fin. verewnty, in the Rejection of the Jews and the 


Calling of the GENILES. 
73,0,N,G I. ae atO. 2Y 33,236, - 
_ The Behever’s Security in CHR18T:.0r, the L 2 er ; es 50 
“ Ground of Faith's Affurance about the Believer’s 33> ‘@) DEPTH of witdom, ‘riches rare 
unchangeable happy State. ‘Of grace and mercy free! 
[That Gentile nations now fhould:thare 


a¥v a8 | Aor. Vill: 335 139. © ya ../The Jews felicity! = : 
33. V\ 7 HO thalltothe eleét’s chargeought lay, And that-till, Jews, thro’ gracey repent, 
* Y" Since God hath juftify’d? > Their prefent difmal fall, 90 > 
34. Who fhall condemn by any way, Should thus be made fubfervient 
Since Chrift the Surety died?' = . To,Gentiles happy call!] ,.,. .. 
_ Who can adjudge their fouls to hell, .. O depth. of riches all divine!) ‘!» 
Since he, who in their ftead mO fathomlefs abyis! > Joonr 
Has fuffer’d, feal’d their blifs fo well, Wifdom and knowlege here:combine, 
By rifing from the'dead? 9° >: God’s work alone is this. 
Yea, now he lives and fits above, _. ___ How fearchlefs are his judgments juft! 
Still interceding there... ‘How tracelefs are his ways! 
35. What can divide us from his 10ve, _ [With fweet and awful wonder muft 
Or tempt us to defpair? . ie Both’ men and angels gaze.| eet tA 
Shall perfecution, or diftrefs, "34. For, who hath known Jehovah’s mind? 
A feparation make? What angel, or what man, 
Shall famine, fword, or nakednefs, With him in privy council join’d 
''Love’s bond afunder break?" > Their help, to'form the plan? 


Or, who hath e’er oblig’d Him yet, 

Se By gifts, and‘dare upbraid, © ~~ 

To make us ev’n upon the field As having on him claims of debr * 
Both conquerors, and more. And favours unrepaid? 


37. Nay, lo! in all thefe things our Shield, 35 
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Ver. For all fuihes of him as the fource, 
36. And through him as the guide, 
And to him as the end, by. courfe, 
Still are, and fhall abide. 


To whom for ftores of grace fo free, 
Dealt ina fov’reign way, 

And praife and glory render’d be 
‘From henceforth and for ay. 


SO NiG W. 


The Apoftle Paur’s Doxology for the Reoclariet of 


CurisT by the 98 Or, a Song of Praife 
to the Power and yfdom of | Gop. 


Rom. XV 25, 26,27. 


23. pea power and wifdom of our God, 
_ Becomes our praifes well; 
For thefe to fave us did explode 
The pow’r and wit of hell. » 


‘Now to the God of Pow’r that can 
Confirm and ftablith you, 

According to the gofpel plan, 
Expos'd to open view: 


_Chrift preached, making light to ge. 
That clearly fhows to man, 
The myftery of grace divine, 
Kept hid fince time began: _ 


— + 


26, But now by fcripture lamps in hand, 
Made manifeft abroad ; 
And publifh’d by exprefs command 
Of the eternal God; 


That nations all may know and trace 
The new and living path, 

By. yielding to the word of grace, — 
Th’ obedience of faith. . 


27. To God the only wife alone 
Be praife-and glory then, © 
Through Jefus, his anointed one, 
For pak Daehn Amen. | : 


(8 ,0..N Gu. Me ita 
The Glory of Gop in Crist. 
1 Cor. i. 24. Pfal. Ixxxv. 10. 


LL nature fpreads, with open blaze, 
i Her Maker's name abroad; 
“And ev'ry work of his difplays 
The pow’: - and {kill of God, 


pat in the grace, ‘that refcu’d man, 
» His brighteft glory fhises s! FG: £7) 
Hee on the crofs, ’tis faireft ge 
~., In precious bloody: lines. 992). iaéed 
Here his whole name appears complete; ; 
- And who.can guefs or prove, 
Which of the letters beft arewrit, = — 
The. wifdom, pow'r; or love? fio ie 


Juftice and mercy, ‘truth and grace, 
In all their fweeteft charms, ) 5 © 
Here. meet, and j | join their kind embrace, 


on ES 
Mey. tea to Sinners 


it 30, hi 
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Per. His name hath attributes engrav'd, 
Moft curioufly within, 
» By which we may be fully ‘es 
. From eveuill i ill in fin. 2; 
Of God he is made wifdom Acting 
Sin’s folly to expofe: | 
Made alfo righteoufnefs complete, 
_ Sin’s chain of guilt to loofe: 
. Sanctification, | ‘down to caft , 
Sin’s reigning, ftaining pow’ rr 
Becemoien full, that fhall at laft 
Its bitter brood devour. | OF sit 
‘How dark and heavy 3 is the: night aM 
"That hangs ‘upon our eyes, — " 
Till Chrift, 6 our wifdom and Surtghy 
Doth o'er < our fouls arife? — ‘ how 
Our guilty {pirits Rice 9 "a i ip psi : 


é ya To meet the rath, ( 


avn, 
ray, aan i? 


We 


. ab, in bi a heoH {nefs ar 
We fee 9 fe Y ongiv'n. bias ‘. oak 
. Oya — sey are vile, lle, 5g 
Who holinefs commands,: _ of ae baw 


Our whole fanctification be, . 
To wath our hearts and hands. tw ve 


The pow’rs of hell « our fouls enchain sisAL 

~ Till our redemption | com i we (OhtE Which 

: As lawful. captives ‘to reg ain, = 
His conqu ‘ring Pot es ’r affume. 


In God alone lies all our blifs;_ 
The blifs in Chrift is ftor'd, 

That we may fhare of what ‘ne j is, 
By likenefs to our Lord. 


He is what ‘God alo: ne. can be, 
. And all that can, be sivas a Se 
Wife, rig teous,, h hol Sark Ag 
Who ul us is. allo our he: ya 
Yea, all in “all, t that finners sth a Ao $i 
May be.3 iD. him complete ; & He ; 
Wife, righte eous, holy, happy tog: 
Blets'd ‘be the match fo: meet.” 


a) 
rors treet O- sidenori 


$i ‘Nos MIE asd 
The ‘Excellency and. Preference of 1 Love. 
I Loe X1il. 1,—13. 


ehh 


“S| £ ere Tea ac: 


The mg oft ¢ xcellent Gi ifs nating oe 4 a oa Tues 
ot Mehok Byer 4h eee 


Oe O ULD with men ‘and angel ibis 
agua serial fae Gi ila 
fe ick ie ig brafs would, 


a 


Or tn 


Part Il. 


Io. 


[If without love to God and men, 
Though moft devout I feem, 

Yet my religion all is ‘vain, 
And but an empty dream. ] 


S Bis ihn ty le 


The Praife of Love, and its Preference to Faith 
and Hope. Ver. 4,—13. 


. Love fuffers long; love envies not; 


But evermore is kind; 
Ne’er opes the mouth to boait of ought, 
Nor proudly puffs the mind. 


. Love carries not indecently ; 


Can felfith views exclude; 

And lay her own advantage by, 
To feek her neighbour’s good. 

Love thinks noill; nor, foon incens’d, 
Fer fludiesto annoy: : 


. She grieves when fin and error’s fenc’d; 


But in the truth’s her joy. 


. Love bears all hard things well for peace ; 


Believes all good things ftill; 
Nor, for his neighbour's prejudice, 
Is credulous of ill. ee 
Love hopes all things ev’n of the wortt, 
All wills their happy change; 
Endures all things; nor can be fore’d 
By-wrongs to hug revenge. 


, Love thall remain, and fhall prevail 


In earth and heav’n above, 
When tongues fhall ceafe, and prophets fail, 
And ev'ry gift, but love. .- 


. For but in part, while here from homie, 


We know; but wait the day 
When perfect interviews will come, 
And partial fly away. 


. Here év'ty notion, thought, and fpeech, 


Our witlefs childhood fhews ; | 


>> But there-our fouls {hall manhood reach, 


12. 


3. 


54. 


And flight our prefent views. 


For now we fee but through a glafs, 
Where light is darkly fhown ; 

But then, by vifion, face to face, 
We'll know, as we are known. 

On earth, faith, hope, and love have place, 
The third fhall reign above; 

Of all the greateft, faireft, grace, 
For God himfelf is Love. 


'S O.N, G:. VIL. 
The Song of Triumph over Death and the Grave. 
| 1 Cor. xv. 54,—58. 
AIT H fings although the body dies, 
The promife is enjoy’d; 
This mortal {hall immortal rife, 
And death fhall be deftroy’d. 


. Where is thy killing fting, O death? 


Addicted to devour ; 


- Through grace we now defpife thy wrath, 


56. 


And we defy thy pow’r. 

O grave! where is thy victory? 
The bolted prifon, where? | 

Our king victorious conquer’d thee, 
And we the conquett fhare. 

The fting of death is fin indeed, 
And ftrength of fin the law: 


But thence our law-fulfilling Head 


Did fting and ftrength withdraw. — 
Vou Hl. . 


FROM THE APOSTOLICAL EPISTLES. 
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57. Thanks to the God of victory, 


58. 


19. 


g I 


Who makes us thus, by faith, 
In Chrift our living Head on high, 
Triumphant over death. 


Then ftedfaft may our hearts remain, 
And in his work abound, 

Through whom our labour’s not in vain 
With fuch an iflue crown’d. 


SQN G .IX. 
The World crucified by the Crofs of CHRIST. 
Gal. vi. 14. 


PoORBID it, Lord, that I fhould boatt 
Of ought but Jefus’ crofs ; 
The richeft gain, that tempts the moft, 
I count but fordid drofs. 


When him I view, who bore, in death, 
My fins, upon the tree; 

Then am I dead to all the earth, 
The earth all dead to me. 


Were this whole globe terreftial mine, 
The prefent were but {mall ; 

Love fo amazing, {fo divine, 
Demands my life, my all. 


SOOM NEG Hay 


A Doxology, or Song of Praife, for eletting, rege- 
nerating, and redeeming Grace, and all fpiritual 
Blefings inCurist. Eph. i. 3,—7. 


; Bees be the everlafting God 


And Father of our Lord, ; 
Who us in him, and through his blood, 
With heav'nly bleflings ftor’d. 


. “ My Son’s mine elect firft,” he faid, 


Before he chofe a man; - 

Then chofe he us, in Chrift our Head, 
Before the world began. 

Our characters were then decreed 
That we fhould holy be, 

Blamelefs in lowe, a royal feed, 
From fin and flav’ry free: 


. Predeftinated tobe fons, 


A nhéw regen'rate race ; 
Born by degrees, though chofe but once, 
To praife his glorious grace. 


. Here his accepting love began 
In Chrift, to ftand unmov’d, 
And firm to us, until he can 
Forget his firft Belov’d: 


. In whom we have redemption great, 


Peace, pardon, and folace; 
Bought with the righeft blood, and yet 
Brought from the richeft grace. 


“S° ONG 1kk 
The Apoftle’s Song, or Doxology: Or, a Song to the 
Love and Power of Gov. 
Eph.iil. 19, 20,21. 


TE O him whofe love that ev’n for ftrength 

- Could conquer hell for men, 

And dothin height,depth,breadth,andlength, 
Surpafs created ken: — 


20, To him whofe Pow’r and will to fave 


Can do exceedingly, 
Above what we can afk, or crave, 
However great or high: 
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- 
Ver. To him who fo his mighty Pow’r : i) 
Has for and in us wrought, S,O NG) XIV. 
Can fo exert it more and more PauL’s Doxology, or Thank/giving, for Saving 
Beyond our pow’r of thought: $ Mercy. 1 Tim. i. 15, 16, 17. 
21. To him be praife; yea, praifes {hall 
The betel s work remain, 15. OTH true and good this word of grace 


_ Demands a firm belief, 
* Chrift came to fave a finning race,” 
Of whom I am the chief. 


16. In me he did a pattern give 
Sa a he ah Of mercy, rich and rife, 
Curist’s deep Humiliation, and high Exbaltation. ‘To finners great, that fhould believe 
Phil. ii. 5,—11. To everlafting life. 


17. Now, unto this eternal One, 


By Chrift his Son, through ages all, 
World without end, Amen. 


we 


bi ALLY ye that mention Jefus’ name, The King that never dies, 
X And are his folk defign’d, That is invifible, unknown, _ Oren 
' Submifs was he, be ye the fame, -Unfeen by mortal eyes. ke 
And bear his humble ind. ‘To God! re only. wife, Es givn ich i 
6. Who, in the form of God, did hold rh What. doth to him pertain, : 
The felf-fame Deity ; . All glorious praife, in Fa Ae heav moe 
Nor in him thought it robb’ry bold _ For ever 1 Or ene irae : 
To equal God moft Fag: ose a teu lhe aipos 340) ‘*. 
sg eynee4 nee 
7. Yet made himfelf of no repute, ee i S Oo NI ret Xv. £58 re 
A mortal likenefs wore ; SHAR te? oe EO 
‘And cloth’d in human nature’s fute, } 2 “ The great Gofpel- Mapes at 
A fervant’s form he bore. soa «300 Jo Tene aie 16, id i ' 
8. Thus ev’n his manhood he deprefs’d, Hi 
Nor made his Godhead {fhine; : puE sytlece of ‘godlinets: is 
But vail’d his glory, and abas’d _ Is doubtlefs very great, : 
His majefty divine. - God manifefted in the flefh,  ° | 
To blefs a humble ftate. 


To bear our guilt exceeding grofs, 


He ftoop’d exceeding low; 
h To fhew he was involv’d 
Submifs to death, ev’n on the crofs, In juttice’ feore, as bail, inftead ¥ sf ' 


In all its fhame and wo. Of thefe he'll have abfolv’d. 


9. God therefore hath exalted him, Cod teen ior sawed 
gels, wrapt in fi fleth, a1 
Above the ftarry frame ; And wafted pte plore; 779 So 


his th fub 
eae aks on rer é- ebibiatss To feaft their eyes with wonders frefh, 
In him they all adore... cue, 


ot ieee Se aie ae God preach’d to Gentiles Heav’n’s glad news, 
3 To earth’s long banifh’d race, 


1 {way to b 
Sari, Bi pr — hell, Defpifed Greeks, with fav’rite Jews, 
; Now equaliz’d by grace. 


God-man believ’d on in the world, 
Who far from God did roam; | 

And grace’s conqu’ring chariot hurl’d 
Around to bring him home. a £6 


God-man received up to glore, ~ 


God in the Spirit juftify’d, vod ; 


11. That ev'ry tongue confefs and blaze, 
That Jefus Chrift is Lord: 
And thus, to God the Father’s praife, 
~The Son may be ador’d. 


36 ONG XIII. ; z From thence to fend the Dove, — 
Fuftification. 9 Faith alone inCu ist EE OE To fhew and feal the hidden {ftore, r 
Phil. iii. 7 8, 9 Ee eae ae _ The ee ng love. ee = 2 


eas ae RD, thro’ thy grace, rll boatt no more 
In duties Ihave done; — 


I quit. the hopes I held before; a eta ti : 
And only truft thy Sons ties ee eer oad i ‘a 
~ What was my gain, I, for his name, si 5. CYUR © od, Hie eve lt O: ses 
Do now my gale my Co) = pelea eo 6 nly pote yt! som : ee: <s 


~My former glory is my ee Is King 
‘Unail it toh His Sige ats ‘i 5 ano 


PA RT IL 


: “Infinite leagues beyond the heav’ns 
; Th’ Eternal reigns alone: 
N man minds, nor finite wanes) 
~. Can mount the toplefs throne. | 
Th’ invifible, whom none has feen, 
Nor eyes of flefh can fee, 
Yet lov’d and much ador’d has bec 
And fhall for ever be. 
bys him let us and every tribe 
- Of faints and angels then, » 
The higheft honour ftill afcribe, 
And narra pow’r, ier | 


; ytt 


195. fe) N. G. XVI . 
i.e A vu L’ = departing iSonipe 
ny as we sob sig 1. iv, 7,8, 16—18. 


m cocperie 
eID SGM d9 


fh Ser. L 
' A Saint prepare to die, and affered of Heaven. 
Bites, YM ou A 
HS “tN OW, my haiti is.at hand: 
a “I’ve wag’d a warfare. good; 
& /Finifh’ dm tn and, to the end, 
In Chit have faithful ftood. Res 


eee} ¢ Sag tithe ri sat — 3 ee oe 
ence, 1 when ne there i is for me 


eo fe up. a crown of blifs; 
| With which, ‘by his donation. TLEG, 
- He then 1 my head will ‘grace. . 


Nor. will the ri ighteous Judge alone 
To me this praife convey, — 

But to them all that love and nee 
For his Sly alga day. 


am 


SECT. IL a ps i. era a, improved 
: Sor Arengthening. Faith. 


* 


16. In ftraits all men deferted: me, — 
But Jefus by me ftood)"« Aiad 
17. Both in my work and war to be’ 
ae _ My help and fortitude. 


os 18. And now the Lord fhall me fecure 

a ° From ev'ry ill defign, 

And to his heav’nly kin gdom fire 
Preferve this foul of mine. 


God i is in Chrift my conftant aid; 
Hell then fhall rage in vain. 
To him be higheft glory paid, . 
And eon cla Praile, Amen. 


= ai SONG XVIL 
a The fteady Promife; or, the jure Grownd he the 
Behaaiee s Faith. 


Heb. vi. 17, 18, 19.” ry = 


wy 


et =e . 3 sve and my foul from God ; 
= hs but e rlaftii ; 
pe ee ‘Seal’d with 
ees +. ‘The oath and 2 of the Lo 
| Join to confirm his yates mat | 
Eternal pow ’r performs the v ror : ho 
brin : Peete c 


a : a) San and hell, ana fin have rove, . 


FROM THE APOSTOLICAL EPISTLES. 


20, 


Aly he 


778 
S-O NG XIX. 
A Song to the Gov of Peace and Grace. 
Heb. xiii. 


25, 21, 


Sect. I. Of Peace and Reconciliation. 


rT HE God of peace, whofe mighty love 
T To life reftores the dead; 
His pow’r to quicken us did prove, 
By raifing up our Head; 


Our glorious Lord, the Shepherd great 
Of all his Father’s fheep, 

Him brought he victor from the gate 
Of death’s devouring deep: 


Brought thro’ the blood that bought the blifs 
Of life, and thus reveal’d — 

How mercy reigns through righteoufnefs, 
How God is reconcil’d. 


The blood that fatisfaction gave 
To juftice muft condign, 
from the Eas of the SHAVE . 


= blood is by an antient grant, _ 

t faith might never fail,) 
everlafting covenant, 
everlafting feal. 


a 
Serer. Il. Of Grace and Sanctification. 


Now, may the God, that made the peace, 
Make us fo perfect too, 

In evry work of holinefs 
That we his will'may do: 


Still workin 1g in us by his’ might 
That purity alone, 


~ Which is well-pleafing in‘ his fight, 


-Through Jefus Chrift his ciel bind 


_ To whom be glory evermore, " 


»- Yet, as. the Head victorious 2 ae ey 


For peace and grace fo free; 
Let heav’n and earth his name badre. 
Amen ; fo let it be. - 


SONG Xx 
A Song of Praife to Gop for Regeneration toa 
lively Hope of eternal Life. 


Ses t Pet, i. 3. 4, 5: 


LESS’D be th’ eternal God of peace, 
The Father of our Lord; 
Let his abundant mercy, grace, 
And love, be ftill ador’d; 


: : Who from the dead his Son brought 1: een, 


And rais’d him to the {ky, 


To breed in us a lively hope 


That we fhould 1 never die. | 


Though fin inherent juftly chr WS = 
Our bodies to the duft; ae 


‘So all the members 7 
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SONG XXI. 


A Doxology, prefaced with a Precept and Prayer ; 
or, the Devil defeated by Faith, well fixed and 
furnifbed. 1 Pet. v. 8,—11. 


; BE fober, vigilant, and ftout; 


For ev ry day and hour, 
Your foe, the devil, walks about, 
Still feeking to devour. 


. Whom, by a fteady faith, refift, 


In Chrift the Captain’s name; 
Knowing your fellow-foldiers blett, 
Your warfare is the fame. 


But may the God, and fource of all 
Your grace and warlike ftore, . 

Who did, by Jefus Chrift, you call 
To his eternal glore; 


After your fhort while’s fuff'ring now, 
May he perfect you all, 

Eftablifh, ftrengthen, fettle you, 
Firm like a brazen wall. ° 

To him whofe all-fufficiency 
Alone can thus fuftain, 

All glory and dominion be 
For evermore, Amen. 


SONG XXII. 
Growth in Grace, with a Doxology. 
2 Pet. iii. 18. 


Les error and apoftafy 
May have in faints no place, 
The heav’nly precept is, that we 

Should daily grow in grace. 


And therein all that would be ftor'’d, 
And ftill with incenfe bleft, 

Should grow in knowledge of the Lord 
And Saviour Jefus Chritt. 


2A. 


25, 


Ss O NEC Si Book Il. 


To him, (the more of whom we know, 
The more of grace we gain,) 

All glory be afcrib’d, both now, 
And evermore, Amen. | 


SONG. XXII 
The World’s three great Temptations. 
1 John ii 15, 16. 


VOID this world’s moft dangerous 'three, 
- Vain pleafures, pomp, and pelf: _ 
Not thefe, but God. thy portion be, 
Elfe thowlt deftroy thyfelf. 


Son, tell them, when-they court thine ear, 
And thine affection woo, — 

“ T cannot buy your blefs fo dear, 
“ Nor part with Heav’n for you.” 


S50 NaGraeK KIN: | 

The Doxology of the Apoftle Jude: Or, a Song of 

Pravfe for the Ground and Hope of Perfeverance 
and Perfection. :Ver. 24,:25. ' 


Sy O him that’s ableto preferve. 
-Your feet from falling quite, _ 
When tempted from the truth to fwerve 
By hellifh guile and {fpite: 
That’s able to prefent you fair 
And faultle{fs at his feat, ye 
Before his glorious prefence there. . 
With joy exceeding great: 


Ev’n unto God the only wife, 
Yea, infinitely fo; 

And who alone our Saviour is, 
And our falvation ‘too: 

To him be glory, majefty, ~ 
Authority, and pow’r. 

So be it, and fo fhall it, bey 
Both now. and evermore. , ; 
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Poems felected from the- Revelation. 


The Apoca.ypes, or book of Revelation, contains a difcovery of the deep things of Gov, which no man knows 
but the Spirit of God, and thefe to whom he reveals them: which things were before hidden and fecret, and could 
never have been fearched out, by the reafoning of human minds ; but are now manifefied for the common good 

. of the church of Chrift. The matter and fcope of this book is a prediction of the moft important events that 

 fhould happen to the end of time, relative both to the prefent and future flate of the church, the things which 
are, and fhall be hereafter. 

From the beginning, the church of God has been bleffed with prophecy, and feveral vifions. The glorious pre- 
diction of the breaking of the ferpent’s head, was the /upport of the patriarchal age: and the many prophecies 
that were concerning the MEssiAH to come, were the gofpel of the Old Teftament. Curist himfelf, con- 
cerning whom all the prophets bare witne/s, prophefied concerning the deftruction of Ferufalem; and, about the 
time in which it was accompli/hed, he itrufed the apofile JoHN, with the book of the Revelation, for the 

Support of the faith of his people, and the direction of their bine Particular vifions were alfo fometimes made 
unto fome of the Lord's pecuhar favourites; as Jfaiah, Ezekiel, Damel, &c.; and tended mightily to the good 
and comfort of the church. ; 

The firft three chapters of this book are plain, and the moft eafily underftood of any part of it; and, among other 
things, contain the epifiles to the feven different churches of Afia: the other parts of it are more myfterious and 
difficult to comprebend. We have many vifions interfperfed, /bewn to the apofile Fohn, who was waft- 
ed, as it were, within the vail, and heard and faw great and glorious things: he was favoured with a view 
not only of the glorious perfon of the Son of God, but of the great Gov himfelf on his throne; a difplay of the 
heavenly glory, the fplendor of the New “ferufalem, and the magnificence of the celeftial throne, &c.: and alfa, 
to hear what was the employment of the glorious affembly, even their celebrating the high praifes of God; and 
hkewife to know what was the fubject matter of thefe heavenly anthems, viz. the bleffed REDEEMER, bis glo- 
rious excellencies, wonderful works, and great exploits; and the amazing events that_fhould hereafter take place. 

That the faints themfelves, may join in the chorus of thefe celeftial worflippers, and attempt to accent the notes of the 
heavenly anthems, the fong of Mofes and thé Lamb, even while in this embodied fiate, the following hymns ° 
are felected from this book. 


SONG I. 


The Song of the Church to the LAMB, upon the 
opening of the fealed Book. Rev. v. 1,—10. 


S1GaNieenl 
Song to th REDEEMER. 
Rev. 1. 5,—8. 


OD’s book of dark and deep defigns, 
Clos’d with a feven-fold feal, 
No man could loofe, nor read the lines, 
His counfel to reveal. 


Sect. I. His redeeming Love. 132: 

ae 3,4 

Ver. "J 'O him that loved us to death, : 
oe And wath’d us in his blood 


From fin, that we,.the heirs of wrath, 
Might ’fcape the threat’ning flood: 


6. To him that made us kings and priefts, 
Ev’n unto God moft high, a 
His Father; who, at his requetts, 
Admits the rebels nigh: 


To our atoning Prieft be praife, 
To our exalted King, 
Let the redeem’d, with lofty lays, 
-Immortal honours fing. 


Sect. Il. Ais fecond Coming, and glorious Name. 


7. Behold, he comes, with flying clouds, 
Whom every eye fhall fee! 
A piercing fight, alas! to crouds, 
“Who now his piercers be. 


The wicked world fhall weep and wail: 
But faints fhall blefs the day, 

Who wait his coming, without fail, 
And witfh’t without delay. 


8. I am, of all the times that pafs, 
The firft, the laft, the fum, 
Th’ almighty God, which is, and was, 
And ever is to come. 
Vou. II. 


9K 


5. But David’s root, of Judah’s tribe 
The Lion, has prevail’d; 
To take, and open, and defcribe 
The facred volume feal’d. 


6,7. Seven feals to loofe, the Lamb in view 
Enthron’d as {lain before, 
Prefents feven eyes, feven horns, to fhew 
His wifdom and his pow’r. 


8. The elders,worfhip at his feet, 
The church adores around, 
With vials full of odours {weet, 
And harps of joyful found. 


g. Thofe odours are the pray’rs of faints, 
Thefe harps the hymns they raife ; 
New to the Lamb they pay their rents, 
New is their fong of praife: 


“* Thou worthy art to take the book, 
And open ev'ry feal, , 
Who to the Father’s heart canft look, 
- And fhew his fecret will. . 


‘Since thou, for crimes of ours, waft flain, 
Of ours, and not thine own, 

Thou worthy art to rife and reign, 
Artd fill thy Father’s throne. 


774 


Ver. 


10. 


ar 


5.0 RIP 2 Up ieee. 


From ev’ry kindred, nation, tongue, 
Thou broughtift thy chofen race; 

And diftant ifles have feen and fung 
The wonders of thy grace. 

Thou haft redeem’d our fouls with blood, 
And fet the captives free ; 

Haft made us kings and priefts to God, » 
And we fhall reign with thee: 


Reign ev’n on earrh; for, by thy word, 
Our honour there is vatt, 

To rule us with a two-edg’d fword, 
And judge the world at laft.” 


S, OsNinGaodlb 
The Song of the Angels and Church together. 
Rev. v. 11, 12. 


: Eo ME, let us join our chearful fongs 


With angels round the throne ; 
Ten thoufand thoufand are their OMS 
But all their joys are one. 


Worthy’s the Lamb that died; they cry, 
To be exalted thus; ‘te 

Worthy’s the Lamb, our lips reply, 
For he was flain for us. 


He’s worthy to receive all pow’r, 
And riches all befide, 

Wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, glore, 
And bleffings on his head. 


[Pow’r and dominion are his due, 
Though doom’d at Pilate’s bar; 

Wifdom belongs to Jefus too, 
Tho’ charg’d with madnefs here. 


All riches are his native right, 
Who bore amazing lofs; 

To him belongs eternal might 
Who felt the weakning crofs. 


To him be lafting honours paid, 
Inftead of fhame and {corn, 

While glory fhines around his head, 
A crown without a thorn. 


He bore the curfe for man that fell, 
To him be bleffing giv’n: 

The Lamb that fap’d the gate of hell, 
Hath gain’d the praife of heav'n. 


Thus angels crown their Lord, you fee; 
More fib to him may fing, 

Worthy’s the Lamb, our kin, to be 
Our Prophet, Prieft, and King. | 


5: O Wie £1. 
The Song of all the Creatures. 
Rev. v. 13, 14. > 


VES lapfed men were fav’d from hell 
By Jefus’ precious blood, 
And wretches, that did once rebell, 

Were made the friends of God; 


When faints and angels had begun 
Praife to the Lamb to fing; 

With echos to the fong anon 
Both heav’n and earth did ring: 


The creatures all that groan’d before 
Through man’s accurfed fall, 

Join’d with the fingers to adore 
The Lamb that eas’d their thrall. 


Lo! all that dwell above the fky, 
And in air, earth, and feas, 

Confpire to lift his glories high, , 
And oe his endlefs praife. , 


Ver. 


Io. 


Il. 
Pe) 


ry. 


16, 


17. 


15. 


16. 
C7. 


18, 


SONGS Book Il. 
The whole creation join ‘n ones. 
To blefs the facred name “5. 


Of him that fits upon the throne,; 
And to adore the Lamb. 


Pow’r, honour, blefling, praife, faid they, 
Beyond what we can pen, S 

Be giv’n to him, that lives fo. ay, 
By creatures all, Amen. 


SQN @. V: 
The Song of Saints and Angels, after the fealing 


of the Servants of GoD: alfo, the Happinefs 
%, faithful Sufferers for CHRIST. 
“% Rey. vil. a . 
A DORING faints made this their pfalm, 
* Salvation to our God, 


That fits enthron’d; and to the Lamb, 
That wafh’d us in his blood. + 


Amen, faid hofts of angels rier 
For to our God pertain 
Thankfgiving, wifdom, glory, ge a 

For evermore, Amen. 


But who are thefe, our heav’nly,mates, 
Thus cloth’d in white array? 

Whence came they to thefe happy. feats 
Of everlafting day? 


. Lo! thefe are they, the friends of God, 


Thro’ fuff’rings great who came, 
And wath’d their raiments white in blood, 
The blood of Chrift the Lamb. 


. Now they approach Jehovah's throne, 


And ferve him night and day; > | 
His prefence fills them evry one 
With glorious joy for ay. 


No more fhall hunger pain their heart ; 
Nor parching thirft annoy; , 

Nor fcorching fun, nor hotteft {mart, 
Henceforth abate their joy. | 


The Lamb that fills the middle throne, 
To fhed his milder beams, 

Shall feed his flock, and lead them on 
To drink of living flreams. 


Renew’d fhall be their fweet folace 
Thro’ rounds of endlefs years ; 
And the foft hand of fov’reign grace 

Shall wipe away their tears. 


S (Giant iG? aR: 


The Song of the Saints and Angels, after the found- 
ing of the Jeventh Trumpet: or, the Kingdom 
of CHR1isT and the Day of Fudgment. 


Rev. xi. 15,——18, 


K iNgs of the earth with glad accord, 

Shall, for their nobler gain, 

Give up their kingdoms to the Lord, 
Who fhall for ever reign. 


Great God, thou doft thy pow’r affume, 
We give thee thanks for this ;_ 

Thou art, and waft, and art to come, 
And thine the kingdom is. 


The angry-nations fret and roar, 
And vex themfelves in rage, 
That they can flay the faints no more, 
Nor hunt them off the ftage. 


But on the wings of vengeance flees 
Our great and mighty God, 

To pay, with inr’reft, refting ‘foes, 
And sons arrears of blood. ° re 


PART Il. 
Ver. 


7 


9s 


Io. 


II. 


12. 


The Judge appears, the martyrs rife, 
To fhare the grand folace; 

Come, come, ye faints, receive the prize, 
The full reward of grace. 


Deftroyers rife, and new appear 
Before the hated throne, 

The laft decifive doom to hear ; 
Ye fons of wrath, be gone. :. 


+ SaiGioN. Ghis MH 


The Church's Song upon the Devil’s being vanqui/h- 
ed ; or, upon Michael’s War with the Dragon. 


Rev. Xil. 1 Games £2. Fy 


ibe mortal tongues attempt to fing 
Heav’n’s wars, when Micha'l ftood 
Chief general of th’ eternal King, 
And fought in name of God. 


Againft the dragon and his hoft, 
God’s armies did prevail;. 

In vain they rage, in vain they boaft, 
Their hellifh weapons fail. ; 


Down to the earth was Satan thrown, 
And‘down his legions fell ; 

Then was the trump of triumph blown, 
And fhook the gates of hell. 


Now day is come, and night is paft, 
Chrift has affum’d his pow’r: 

The grand accufer down is caft 
From heav’n, to rife no more. 


’T was by the blood of Chrift the Lamb 
Saints trod the tempter down ; 

And by his faithful word o’ercame, 
To their immenfe renown. 


Their mortal lives they loved not, 
But gave them up to death, 

In love to him, for whom they fought, 
And fpent their vital breath. 


Rejoice, ye heay’ns, let ev'ry ftar 
Shine brighter round the fky: 
Saints, while you fing the heav’nly war, 
Raife Jefus’ name on high. 
But wo to-earth’s indwellers all ! 
For Satan’s laft effort 
Is in great wrath on you to fall; 
His time, he knows, is fhort. 


S ON G_ VII. 


‘A Song concerning the Bleffedne/s of the Dead 
that die in the Lord. 


Rev. xvi. 13. 


WR faid the heav’nly voice, record, 
That bleft are all the dead, 
Who die in Jefus Chrift the Lord: 
Yea, yea, the-Spirit faid ; 
That henceforth happily they may 
From all their labours reft, 


‘Through fin and fuff’rings here-away, 


Which did their peace molett. 
Their works of love amidft annoy, 
Which did their faith declare, _ 
Shall follow them to heav’n with joy, 
~ And rich perfection there. 
Thefe works before them never go 
As titles to. the blifs, 


- But follow them, to prove and fhow 


How clear their title is. 


¢ 


BRD M OTHE ES REVEL A TION. 


® 
Ver. From union to their living Lord, 


ter. 


. For true and right his judgments were, 


Their fruits did all proceed ; 
And now they reap the great reward, 
The purchafe of their Head. 


OS RS AE TRS oe 


The Song of Moses and the Lam B; or, 
Babylon falling. 


POV LY. 2.3) ae OM YO.” XViRy G. 


ACH Teft’ment, old and new, belong 
To faints that overcame ; 
For Chriftian harps unite the fong 
Of Mofes and the Lamb. 


What wrath did Phar’oh’s pride fupprefs 
Great Babel down {hall bring, 

Whofe martyrs, on a fea of glafs, 
Thus over her fhall fing: 


O mighty God, thy works are great 
And wond’rous in our view: 

Thou King of faints, that reign’ft in ftate, 
Thy ways are juft and true. 


Thy glorious checker-works and ways, 
Of vengeance and of grace, 

Put all beholders in a maze 
Of terror or folace. 


Who dare refufe, with fearlefs heart, 
To bow before thy throne, 

And glorify thy name, who art 
The only holy One? 

With rev’rence come all nations muft, 
And worfhip at thy feet; 

For men fhall fee thy vengeance jutft, 
Our victory complete. 


SONG X. 
A Song on. Babylon's being fallen. 
Rev. Xvill. 20, 21. 


1 aber ye prophets, and ye faints, 

O’er Babel’s ruins fing; 

God fhall avenge your long complaints, 
And down the harlot bring. 


In Gabriel’s hand a mighty ftone 
Was lifted from the fhore; 

A fymbol of great Babylon, 
Juft now a throwing o’er. 

He fpoke, and: dreadful as he ftood 
Above the ocean’s foam, 

He funk the milftone in the flood, 
And {wift pronounc’d the doom: 

“ Thus terribly, with violence, 
“ Shall bloody Babel fall: 

* ‘Thus plung’din wrath’s abyfs, and thence 
“ Be found nomoreatall. — 


SONG XL 


The triumphant Song of Saints and Angels, for | 
the fall of Babylon. 


Rev. xix. I,—5, 


: Pp RAISE ye the Lord, for evermore, 


And found his fame abroad; 
Salvation, honour, glory, pow’r, 
Be to the Lord our God: 


Who jude’d the ee & 
Whofe whoredoms vile did ev'ry where 
Corrupt the earth of late. aes 


B.C CRT? BV Us Rae 


Ver. Let prayers be to praifes chang’d, Ver. To him that thrifts, Yl freely give, 


For at her hand his fword 
Has now his fervants blood aveng’d. 
Amen, praife ye the Lord. 


"Tis juft that fhe the blood repay 
Of faints her hands have {lain, 
Let fingers. hallelujahs fay, 
Praife ye the Lord, Amen. 


STO lNems, AU 
The Ep1THALAMIUM3; or, Marriage Song. 
Rev. xix. 5,—9 


‘ pepe ye our God, his fervants all, 

That on him daily wait:* 

And ye that fear him, great and {mall, 
His praifes celebrate. . 


. With hofts above join your affent, 
Who hallelujah fay ; 

For God the Lord omnipotent 
Reigns in a fov’reign way. 


. Joy to ourfelves let us aflume, 

- 'To him give honour due; 

The marriage of the Lamb is come, 
His bride’s made ready too. 


. In favour great to her he grants ~ 
A raiment fair and fine; 

Tis clean and white, the robe of faints, 
The righteou{nefs divine. 


_O blefs’d are they, that now, by name, 
~ Are call’d of God, to fhare 
The marriage-fupper of the Lamb, 
And tafte the royal fare. 


Write, faid the meflage, with defign 
Thefe fayings go abroad: 

And write, to found a faith divine, 
Thefe are the truths of God. 


S'O WN 6538: Boox. Il. 


O’ th’ well of life, his fill; 
And he that drinks fhall ever live, 
Come whofoever will. 


. The faint that conquers fin fhall be 


Of all things heir by line; 


For I fhall be his God, and he, 


A fon and heir of mine. 


. But whoremongers, adulterers, 


Defpifing God’s commands, 
Idolaters, and forcerers, 
And men of bloody hands; 


The faithlefs, and the fcoflfing crew, 
That fpurn at offer’d grace; 

The devil’s fordid retinue; 
And all the lying race: 

Thefe fhall be doom’d all to partake 
Of ever-burning wrath; | 

And thrown into the fiery lake, 
Which is the fecond death. 


. But happy, on the other fide, 


Appear the heirs of life: 
Heav’n’s glory crowns the beauteous bride, - 
. The Lamb’s beloved wife. 


SONG XIV. 
Heaven a glorious and holy State. | 

Rev. xxl. 22,— 27. 
N O temple’s feen, nor fun above, 
Where God the Lord of might, 


And Chrift the Lamb, for ever prove 
The temple and the light. ‘ 


. Pure are the pleafures found on high 


Where no uncleannefs is; 


. No wanton lips, nor carnal eye, 


Can tafte or fee the blifs. 


25. Thefe gates of holinefs out-bar 
26. ‘Pollution, fin, and fhame; 


SONG XI. 27, None enter there, but thefe that are 


~ 


The new Heaven and new Earth. 
Rev. xxl. 1,—9. 


; A NEW-MADE world appear’d fo gay, 

The old was no more feen; 

Heav’n, earth, and fea were roll’d away, 
As if they ne’er had been. 


. Jéerus’lem new and from above, 
Like Paradife reftor’d, 

Prepar’d, as when the bride of love 
Is deck’d,. to meet her Lord 


. The fhouting heav’ns cry’d out, Behold, 
God’s dwelling is with man! 

They fhall be his; he'll keep his hold, 
And be their God and gain. 


. His tender hand fhall wipe the tears 
From evry weeping eye; 

And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears, 
And death itfelf, fhall die. 


- The former things away are fled, 
To be no more in view: 

. He fat upon the throne, who faid, 
' Lo! I make all things new. 


. ’m Alpha and Omega too, 

The origin and end; 
Unto my royal orders now, 

Let mortals all attend: 


The followers of the Lamb. 


He keeps the book of life, where all 
Their elect names are found: 

No hypocrite, nor liar, fhall 
Fer tread the heav’nly ground. 


SONG XV. 
The Church's Prayer for CHR1s7’s /econd Coming. 
Rev. xxii. 20. 


WHEN he who came fays, Surely, lo! 
I quickly come again, 
To judge, with juftice, high and low; 
Glad Zion fays, Amen: 
Ewn fo, Lord Jefus come away, 
O hafte! as thou haft faid, 
The glorious retribution day, 
When dues {hall all be paid. 


SO N Gs XVI 
The Conclufion; or, ending Prayer: Or, the Apo- 
file's Benedittion. 
Rev. xxii. 21. 2 Cor, xiii. 14. 
ae oe grace of Chrift, our help complete; 
The love of God ferene ; 


The Holy Ghoft’s communion fweet; 
Be with you all, Amen. . 


The Env of the SCRIPTURE Sones. 
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MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 
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I. Funeratc Poems on the Death of fome eminent Perfons. 
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PREFACE to the following ELEG Y. 


TH OUGH more as twenty years have elapfed fince the death of this excellent perfon, to whofe memory thefe lines 

are written; yet, I fuppofe, they will not be out of Jeafon, fince the rememberance of him, and his fingular 
endowments, remains frill fo fre/b in all that were of his acquaintance, that I cannot but obferve a certain plea 
fant fondnefs to this very day, to make him the fubject of their converfation, who was once fo much the object of 
their efteem and affection. 

If it fhould be enquired, what concern I have, beyond others, to fet forth bis character, which none have hitherto 
attempted? Sure be deferved this Jervice from none more than myfelf; if it be confidered, that not only had I the 
privilege of lving Jome time under his moft evangelical. miniftry, and of enjoying his edifying converfation, as 
well as his chearing and charming company ; but alfo, he was the perfon that firft propofed ferioufly to me my en- 
tering upon trials for the minifiry ; the perfon that firft urged and effectuated it in the presbytery; the perfon 
that, being moderator, pronounced my licence to preach the gofpel, and thereafter firft honoured me with his pul- 
pit.in that work; and the perfon that firft laid his hand upon me, when I was ordained to the miniftry, by the 
impofition of the-hands of the presbytery ; on which occafion he preached avery great and glorious fermon, upon 
Eph. w. 11,12,13. Befides many other things that I could mention, that lay me under great obligations to 
Shew a particular regard to.bis memory. ee 

Perhaps it may not be judged out of the way to add, he was the perfon who (as he was frilled in poefy, as 
qwell as in almoft every other piece of learning) in feveral refpect excited me to, and encouraged me im fome poe~ 
tical writings ; and with whom I have had very familiar intercourfe by word and writ, even in that firain: 
and therefore, uf I have any genius that way, bis memory demands a fhare of it. 

Yet one reafon of my delay in doing this piece of fervice to his name, was the knowledge I had of that fpright- 


line/s of foul,: deepne/s of judgment, vafine/s of comprebenfion, readine/s of elocution, and fo many more than or- 


“ 


dinary bright excellencies in him, which I thought my dull genius unfit for reprefenting in fuch lively colours as . 


they ought to appear in; and therefore, fince I have now attempted that work, I hope none that know him will 
challange any commendatory expreffions here as too hyperbolical, fince they will allow, that a poetical licence 
can hardly be more tolerable in commending any perfon that has lived in our day, than it can be in deferibing 
him in whom concurred fuch a multitude and variety of rare endowments and qualifications, natural, acquired, 
and gracious, as fcarce can be feen to concentre in one man: and therefore, if I could gather together all the 
flowers planted in the gardens of the fincft poets, and adapted them to his character, I would have thought 
them well apphed im adorning his memory. Yet all that were his intimate acquaintances, yet iving, will rea- 
dily, I think, atteft, that the truth relating to bis character-is not at all loft under any flowery metaphor, or po- 
etical embelli/hment, I have here attempted to ufe. 

But fince the glory of God fhould be the chief and ultimate end of all writings, as well as other actions, 
LT hope none fhall be diverted from, but rather may be led earneftly to purfue this great end, by this effay upon 
the notable qualifications of a fellow-creature; for, as we ought to fee and admire the glory of God, as 


wt /hines in all bis works, even the moft minute, much more may we fee it in thefe creatures of our own Jpecies, 


whom God has clothed with fuch extraordiary gifts and peculiar properties, as are truly inumtable by any 
whom the Author of nature, and the God of grace, has not in the fame manner adorned, Infuch bight and 
beautiful flars we are to fee and adore the infimtely greater beauty and fplendor of the Sun of Righteoufnefs, from 
whom their rays were but borrowed: and thus fhould be led by thefe pleafant chryftal reams, that fail and dry 
up, ynto the glorious Fountain of living waters which never fails, but is unchangeably the fame, yefter- 
day, to-day, and for ever. Ee 4 
Moreover, tt may contribute to the honour of God, that the fhewing forth this excellent perfon's virtues, may 
tend to expofe the God-difhonouring vices of our day. The reprefentation of his innocent chearfulne/s; may re- 
prove the vicious and criminal madne/s of the age; his great wifdom' and fenfe may upbraid our folly and dul- 
nefs ; and his'moft evangelical fpirit, manifested both in his public preaching and private comverfation, together 
with his profound knowledge of, and great infight into the deep myfteries of the gofpel: And his great and ex- 
traordinary ability and readine/s to affert and defend the truths of God, and the caufe of Chrift, may not only Serve 
to condemn the quite oppofite fpirit that prevails fo much in our time, but alfo to excite and ftir us up both to la- 
ment the lofs we fuftaned by his death, through the righteous anger of Heaven againft us, and to fupplicate the 


divine favour, to raife up infiruments for the work of his houfe, furnifhed with yech qualifications and abilities 


as were fo confpicuous in this great man. 


RALPH ERSKINE. 
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Badia ekg Ge eke oA 


OPE cae nate aire eb dE 


To the M EMOR y of the great, the famous, and defervedly efteemed Perfon, 


The Reverend Mr. James Cu THBE Rv, fometime Minifter of the Gofpel at Culro/s- 


Who died in OcTOBER, 1715. 


Dotibus illuftris mtut CUTHBERT US opimis; 
Haud peperere Virum tempora noftra. parem. 
Ornarunt radius tot EuUM pulcherrima junchs 


Ut caluere omnes RJ US amore pit. 


N in did my mufe expectant with to fee 


4 Some hero paint the lofty Eurcy: 
Long did: my weary mind impatient wait 
To fee a nobler pencil paint the great, 
The good, the eloquent, the peerlefs man 
Who ’mong Apollo’s fav’rites led the van. 
CuTHBervT whofe name, that ftill fofreth remains, 
Demands the Mufes elevated ftrains. 
I’m loath the features here, fo bright, fo fine, 
Be fully'd with a dufky draught of mine: 
But fince no curious limners had the heart, 
On this fair image to improve their art; 
My pen-be artlefs, rather than unjuft 
To leave a name fo precious in the duft. 

My mufe, like Creefus’ fon, fo long tongue-ty’d, 
Had never {poke, had not her father dy’d. 


* This filial paflion fure is due from one 


Once honour’d to be Timothy, his jon. * 
Though critics juftly may the cenfure pafs, 
That here’s a matchlefs diamond fet in brafs; 
Yet that which may exgeufe my feeble toil, 
The jewel’s thus enhanfed by its foil : 
And | efcape (though by the portrait rude) 
The charge of criminal ingratitude. 

The mufe that mournsachurch,anation’s fall, 
Should have attended CuTHBERT’s funeral ; 
To fhew the wniverfal lofs, and tell 
How Zion trembled when this pz/lar fell: 
How fons of Zion weak and feeble grew, 

When death fo great ‘a champion overthrew : 
How Heav’n defign’d by fuch a mighty blow, 
No private, but a common overthrow: [names, 
And fhould have plac’d him bright’mong fhining 
That to far diftant-ages {fpread their beams. 

Hark! ye that know him, won’t ye all avow 
Wit charming fat triumphant on his brow? 
Won't ye, like echoes, when ye hear his name, 
Be foon refounding trumpets of his fame; 
Whofe foul, refin’d beyond the common race, 
Was cultivate by nature, art, and grace. 

He wag by temper fuited to his fate, 

Without inheritance both rich and great: 
As generous fpirits manage and command © 
The wealth thatHeav’n beftows, with liberal hand; 
So knew his happy mind the value juft 
Of earthly things, nor was in/lav’d to duft. 
His converfation’s aromatic {mell 
Did ftrongly melancholic fogs difpell ; 
As rufhing fun-beams kindly chafe away 
The gloomy vapours that obfcure the day. 

# So he fometimes defigned the Author of this Poem. 


hha tie 


Such wealth of witboth grace and nature brought © 


To fit his mind for /oftine/s of thought ; 

So native was his graceful eloquence, 

Difplaying always /ublimated Jfenfe. 

Such pleafure did his balmy lips impart, 

That every fentence conquer’d every heart. 
The lovely graces in his bofom found 

Diffus’d ambrofial odours all around. 

His focial charms, with captivating art, 

Made him of every company the 4eart, 

The chearful agent of fo {weet a part. 

Not favouring winds to voyagers at fea, 

Nor genial flow’rs. to parched earth can be 

More grateful than his pleafant company. 

Still bright and chearing, like the fun at noon, 

His mind, his joyful harp, was ftill in tune. 

Hence as to weary fwains with toil oppreft, 

Beneath a fylvan ‘fhade, relaxing reft; 

As to the fcorched traveller-when firft 

He finds a cryftal ftream to quench his thirft. 

Such were his virtues bright of every kind, 

So fweet, fo charming to our ravifh’d mind. 
Too varely fuch conjunctions e’er take plack, 

As wit with wi/dom, join’d with learning grace ; 

Yet thefe concént’ring in his manly breaft, 

Around their pow’rs benign did manifett. 

In him we faw two difant virtues join’d, 

Heroic greatness and a bumble mind: 

His lofty foul fram’d to invade the fkies, | 

Could ftoop with obvious charms to vulgar eyes, 

Here alfo rare disjunctions we could fee, | 

Great chearfilnefs disjoin’d from levity, 

And mirth from folly moft remote and: free. 

Thus feem’d he form’d into a Paradze' 

Of pleafant plants without.a weed of vice. 
When thrown ’midft dang’rous wild fociety, 

He always.’fcap’d from their infection /ree, 

His pow’rful rhetoric, like a mighty chain, 

Could bind the madnefs of the frantic brain. 

Of empty witlings foon he got the chafe, 

By ready anfwers or of wit or grace: 


Which quickly could the heedle{sramblers tame, 


Or fluth their con/cious cheek with /preading fhame. 
If lewd buffoons durft:e’er before him fit, | 
Soon were their farcafms,mercilefly twit, 

Or torn to fhread with happy turns of wit; 

Of wit refin’d, which quickly down could throw 
Their filly banter witht an eafy, blow. 


Such ground on adverfe minds he ever gain’d, 
His foul emerg’d undaunted and unftain’d. 


So ftrong his inward vigour ftill remain’d, ‘ 


Call 


- ’Gainft error fuch victorious trophies rear’d, 
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His lofty mind that {toop’d to humble things, 
Soon to her native fkies could ftretch her wings ; 
From earth to heav’n could ina moment move, 
From toys below to folid joys above. 

And penetrate, with his interior fight, 

Celeftial regions and the realms of light. 

The heav’ns, fo lavifh of their rays refin’d, 
Shed down whole floods of knowledge on his mind. 
He got ennobling views of heav’nly blifs ; 

Saw glorious wonders in that vaft abyfs. 

And what he had divinely learn’d from thence, 
Could in familiar language foon difpente. 
From meaner things his mind, withoutadamp, 
Could inftantly fhine forth a burning lamp, 

A flaming banner in devotion's camp. 

Thus heav’n and earth in him did joyful meet ; 
Nature and grace their lovely charms unite. 

His mortal lips could touch immortal themes, 
And tell ImMaNUEL’s everlafting names. 

Far could he ftretch on bold adventrous wings, 

In high difcourfe, and open heav’nly things. 

His diction did heroic thoughts difplay, . 

Not in the florid nor the bombaft way ; 

But with fuch high, yet humble rhetoric arm’d, 

Nobles were gratify’d, and commons charm’d. 

Seraphic principles and graces bright, 

In him confpired to difplay their might.: 

His language fhew’da judgment moft profound, 

A depth too large for common lines to found ; 

Which made both wit and learning quit the field, 
. And bluthing to his brighter talent yield. 

Still regnant here found judgment, folid thought, 

Truth when he {poke, and trzumph when he fought: 

His words gave all antagonilts a wound, 

That did or foon convince, or foon confound: } 

Such frength of reafon gave his breath the found. ) 

Heretics vanquifh’d fank beneath the load, 

As Dagon fell before the ark of Gop. 

Soon dazzl’d with the {hining beams of fenfe, 

And drown’d as with a flood of eloquence. 

Such ftrength of wit and reafon kept the field, 

Each adverfe mind with fhame behov‘d to yield. 

The force of oppofition rude was broke, 

How foon our eloquent Apollo fpoke. 

He never once like fierce difputers fought, 

That lofe their mind in a wild maze of thought. 

No lofs of thought could fhut his fluent lips, 

Nor lofs of words his lucid thought eclipfe. 

In his moft {harp encounters we could find . 

No ebullitions of a bitter mind; . 

No ftormy paffion rofe, no clamorous noife . 
To make his fav’rites blufh, or foes rejoice: 
But ftill with meeknefs, like a mighty charm, 
Did quickly all oppofing pow’'rs difarm. 
He up or down could move with bridle hand). 
The paffions rude of others at command; 


And yet himfelf fedate and movelefs ftand. 


He fuchia di/putant for truth appear'd, > 
His nervous tongue, that held the facred plea, 
- Was fteel’d with fuch a conqu’ring energy: 
Onewould have thought, thatdidthe hellifhcrew 


t Moles’ corp/e’ 
5 tong" e the weapon the fo 
ind their caufe fuftain no detrime 
llipotent a} 


In public work he taught with folemn awe 
The peaceful gofpel and the fery law. 
Mott fweetly did the cunning harper rove 
Through all the labours of our Saviour’s love: 
While from his eloquent, mellifluous tongue 
The ftreams of heav’nly rhetoric run along. 
The holy theme was trim’d with lovely bait: 
Each word was mafly, and each fentence great.. 
Free from the pageantry of knowing fools, 
And all the loofe opinions of the /chools. 

His tongue feraphic did attention draw, 

Below difpenfing what above’ he faw; | 

With {kill divine unvail’d to human eyes 
Dark oracles, and opened all the fkies. 


‘Angels that into -gofpel-myfteries pry, + 


To’s fluent lips might for inftruction fly. t 
Who could more plain the myftic knots unfold 
Than Oedipus the fab/’d riddle of old. —_[trace, 
Heav’n form’d his mind great go/pel-depths to 
His mouth to found the filver trump of grace ; 
To {peak the grandeur of the Saviour Gop; | 
To blaze his righteoufnefs divine abroad; #4 
And ’gainft their face the flaming fword todraw * 
Whote legal ftrain affronts the royal law. . 
Hedoom’d haranguesthat’gainft thelightoffend, 
And go/pel grace ‘with pagan morals blend, > 
That make not Chri?,but/e/ftheir /pring,theirend. ). 
In teaching moral duties, great or {mall, 
He told the fhare that fhould to Jesus. fall, 
Was like his name, the Firf, the Laff, the All. 
His doctrine ev’ry gloomy fhade difpell’d; | 
His refutations more and more excell’d: 
For here we faw his lofty mind ftill higher, 
Dathing black error down with holy ire, | [ fre. : 
And fencing beauteous truth around with walls of ) .. 
Hence anti-evangelic fchemes Peritied ar). : 
Were driven like chaff before the whirlewind. 
So bright he fhone even in a private /phere, * 
Ere he poffeft the minifterial chair; 


. 


Should we Pythagoras: old fancy -rant, 
i 


So quickly blu 


al 


Would rowers into waters great have brought 
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With him once conjtnct in the paft’ral chair, 


The fhatter'd'veffel with fo little thought? 

Would Arius’ ghoft got leave t' appear, and /hew 

The Webkter’s fighied libel too too true? * 

Would furious minds have turn'd'the church's keys 

Lo galling fpurs and riding committees ? + é 
Would o'er the brethren arbitrary fway Tle 
flave thrown a whole quaternity away? 
Would rage have hafted with a violent rufh, 

To ruining extremes her pow'r to pufh, ¢ 
fad: Gu THBERT flay'd'to put her tothe blufh? 

No, no; we thought, bad we our Atlas here, 

Alis héad would have upheld the falling Jpbere. (fill; 

Thus vain we thought, and with’d him living 
Yet fear his life had brought a greater ill: 

For jealous Heav’n might fee us on the road 
Of homage to’ him as a guardian God: 

And therefore made his ‘days a narrow fpan, 
Left we depray'd had idoliz’d the man, 

Who in the fenates could have led-the van. 
Such is the dubious ftate of mortals here, 
We know not what to with nor what to fear. 
Dark clouds envelop, till the labouring mind 
Be to the wife-difpofe of Heav’n refign’d. 

Heav n thought his deatha ftroke too too fevere, 
Too troublous for a peaceful hemifphere ; 

And therefore then did {hake the Britith globe 
With th’infurrection of a furious mob: | 

That noife of blood and arnis, of words and jpears, 
Might drown the clamours of our mournful lyres : 
That burning flames.of rude inteftine wrath 
Might dry the tears of forrow for his death; 
Lett floods of grief had fwell’d beyond their fhore, 
And like a deluge drown’d the earth once more. 
Heav'n wrathful fent the meflenger of death, 

» Then to demand ‘our Cuthbert’s precious breath, 
To 'venge'the crying guilt of daring crimes, 
And fcourge the: bold rebellion of the times. 

This Pheenix rare; whofe life the earth defir’d, 
Then Pheenix-like im \chearful flames expir’d. 
He from his life’s ‘decay could joy conceive, 
And kindle into tranfport at a grave. 

For tho’ his con{cious mind ‘could own her flips, 
And kindly wail:the errors of its lips; 
Which might, he thgught, in praife of Jefus more 

_ Have daily lavifh’d out her fluent ftore: 

Yet, living high by faith, could joyful go 
Through all the loud alarms of death below. 
Nor can the foul that to Immanuel clings, 
Whofe courage from the depth of knowlege {prings, 
Fear inevitable and deftin’d things.” ’ 
The pleafant moldin which kind Heav'n him catt, 
Maintain’d amidft the formidable blatt, 

Fis charming chearful temper to the laft. 

His inward pulfé; as death advanced nigh, » 
Beat {trong with vigorous immortality. 
Upward we faw his heav’n-born Spirit rife, _ 
And ‘boldly,claim: acquaintance with the {kies. 
He on_a-death-bed could auditors teach, 

And his own glorious refurrection preach; 
And prefs the good, the holy gofpel-way, 

.;By-all' the glories of the awfulday: ~~ 
He {poke his Mafer’s name, his words and wounds, ) 
Lhen firetch'd and Joar'd beyond time's narrow bounds, 
To {peak his praife in more majeftic founds. 
Hisfoul.expanding her immortal wings, ~ 
Loft by, degrees the fightof mortal things. 


* Pointing 


nage laid open, Vol. L. p. 6315) 648662, 670. 0°) > 


9)-9 1 Sp ye syey oven els aan fieLsboty 
_at the profecution again! Profeflor Simson, See the affair briefly ftated,..Vol. I, p, 3225 454 577: cnn 
1) Referring to the Cominitees appointed by the General Affembly to fettle minifters upon reclaiming and diffenting hci teds otek 
footing of the Patrénage AG, when the Prefbytery, in which the fettlement happeuce tobe, refufed to doit. See the great ev 
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We faw'the Gofpel-herald, worthy Marr, 
Conftrain’d his wonted theme to fuperfede, 
And from the pulpit, o’er the hearfe to bleed ‘ 
And blaze abroad the praifes of the dead. 
Declaring “ by his death that day there fell, 

“A great man; yea, a prince in Ifrael. 


See now, though yet the colours dark appear, 
The picture of the famous CuTHBERT here. 
My pencil having drawn but half the man, 
Mutt leave unfinifh’d what it rafh began. 
Thefe honour’d With his converfe ‘once will find 
His livelier image pictur’d on their mind. 

We fee him fall, and to augment the moan, 
The great, the grave, judicious BosTon zone 
Whoonce y, like Athanafius bold, ftood firmalone. 
Whofe golden pen to future times will bear 
His fame, till in the clouds his Lorp appear. § 
With him bleft Hocc, the venerable fage, 

The humble witnefs ’gainft the haughty sgo6 
Was/wept, with other worthies,offth unworthy page. 
But thus if Hor/emen'and Commanders die, 

How can, alas! the Jnfantry but fly? = 

We dread our fine new Libis the church entHrall, 
When former glorious Luminaries fall. 

But, hark! arenowthefebright and flately forms 
A defpicable prey to'greedy worms? ~ 
True! but, behold! their better part furvives, 
And Zion’s' glorious Kine for éver lives. 


Ne tanti Viri, Nomen, Fama, celebritas et quibus 
pollebat, dotes oblivione deleantur, fequentis 
quoque ‘ELocir centuriam ‘linearum ‘(aptis 
quorundam Authorum phrafibus hic illi¢c‘in- 
terfperfis) adjicere vifum. 
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In Memoriam Viri celeberrimt Domini JacoB1 CutTH- 
BERT, Pofforis non ita pridem Culroffenfis. 


2 I 
UNERA CurHBerti, Boree fub fidere nati, 
Scotigent Fubaris,. Scotia miefta canat. 
Te tamen ante omnes decet, ab! Fifana Camena, 
Fundere flebilibus carmina grata modis: 
Vim cur conttlerat Paulina @evornia fanita 
Fédis enim noftre decidit boc columen. 
Moribus, Ingenio, Doctrina clarus et Arté, 
Hee reliqua m terris funt monumenta fia; °* 


 Quodgue mori potuit quamevis nune marcet m-urna, 


Fama, Decus, Virtus intemerata virents © . ; 3 
5 * ea) BB! 


; Sipe mibi Tutus, mors murdia, causa fuifti 


Mevjifti teneras fepius imbre genas. - < 
Sepe fuos flévit Re/publica noftra parentes,® 
: Hoptili quondam qui cecidere neces ~~ 
At vix-ulla fuit tam jufti caufa doloris, 
Scotia} CUTHBER TO de/pohata tuo, ~~ 
Ornabat patriam nuper, templumque relilum, 
Nec‘ fipereft tantis mens cunulata bonis. 
Nunquam vidi ullum, Je preter, (parcite dott pai 
Qhem pariter potur oa Gol de f 
if; 3 : Frc SIRES ES : 


on the 
Patro- 
: rigs 


Pita tote is, 


Alluding, no doubt, to. thefufpending and, depofing pinks four Brethren ;-& thortaccount of which affair may-be {eens Vol. I.-p, 661, 
" ‘The rebel! fon whit tool: lace Anno 1 ea i was alfo fucceeded by another inthe year 1745. by. the fame difaffeéted party. 


Z 

a1 
pt édied oh Saturday, May 20. 1732. 
-§ Meaning his excellent writings that were corrected, by himfelf, 
Voxb Hav zi as , bagss ion 


¢ 


“ » Viz. In the affair of Profeffor St Mson atthe General Affembly, ANNO A729. 6 ‘ 
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Multorum volitatque per ora loquacibus alis 
Vir femel hic lucens, fol velut in tenebris : 
Cujus honorande voces oracla fuere, 
Omnimode dotti pectoris indicia: 
Et meritd, os cujus tam grata levamina fudit, 
In memorum annales hicce relatus imeft. 
Rebus in humanis bumanior baud fuit alter, 
Rebus et in divis divior alter ubi? 
Afertor fidei qua vix nervofior ullus, 
Corrector fcelerum, malleus herefium. 
[ 4 
Chriftique ifeftos, ut murus abeneus, hofles 
Voce facri late fudit Evangeli. 
Sic rudium validas in vifcera vertere vires 
Mos erat, ut docuit, dummodo vel domuit. 
Litigiofa cobors, coram hoc Domitore.diferto, 
Tollere deprefjum non fuit aufa caput. 
Ingenium Mufe, mores vis enthea, mentem 
Excoluit pietas, oraque delicie. 
Hic hilarans hilaris qui mifcuit utile dulez, 
Seria jucundis, omnia puncta tulit. 
5 
Dotibus eximius Comitis, Paftoris, Amici, 
Vix magis ornatum protulit ulla dies ; 
Ne dotes natura omnes conferret in unum. 
Queque aliis tribuat, dona nec ulla forent 
Mors veruit ; propero carnis pede vincla refolvens. 
Quot decorum cumulos, heu! brevis hora rapit 2 
Non vigor ingenit, lepide non gratia tingue, 
Non probitas potust pellere tela necis. 
Quem redamant omnes, omnes abuffe dolebant, > 
Quantus amor cunchis, tantus ufque dolor. 
ei 
Nomen adbue redolens quadam dulcedine cunctos 
Mulcet, et 1mmemores non finit effe fur. 
Lychnus Evangelit fulgens, verique perennis 
Preco pius, comptus, magnanimu/que fuit. 
Dogmata facra Det, myfteria condita Chrifit 
Expofuit docto, perfpicuoque ftylo. 
Abdita enim pandit Deus huic penetraha regne, 
Amplaque dimino munera claufa finu. 
Que prifcos latuere Sophos, latuere recentes, 
Condi hujus voluit pectore cuncta Deus. 


Ei ISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 


pal 

Celitus hee didicit que terricolis patefecit, 
Nunc cum celicolis que patefecit habet. 

Concio jam melhor “ Celeftia gaudia prenfo, 
“ Fhis modo cum Domino perpete pace fruor. 

“ Cur ita lugendum? palmam fero, morte /epulta, 
“« Letor apud fuperos, molliter offa cubant.” 

At non te flemus fuperis, CUTHBERTE, receptum, 
Ploramus noftram te removente vicem, 

Arma facre quo nunc edis victricia velta, 

«Fam domitam, Dominus ni juvet ipfe, domum? 


En! Boston celebris,.fimul Hoce venerabilis, infons, 
Terrea nunc fuperant, cehca'tecta colunt: 
Infuper amote precoct morte columne 
Signant quam Jubito fit peritura domus. ., 
Ominibus tantis percellimur, haud fine caufa:. ‘ 
Hinc timidi meftos orbis adeffe dies. ” 
Stirpe priore, gemens Ecclefia Scotica languet, 
Vi CUTHBERTINA prob! fpohata:.fua. 
Ex Barathro (quid nunc obftat?,) vis hofica furum 
Surgit, et mfidias bic et ubique firuit. 


Invidus enque hoftis laqueos, incendia, cruces 
Aptat, et. innocuo vulnera mille gregi. 
Sola pote/t tantam patwntia vincere cladem, 
Nec nift.de fuperis fedibus illa venit.. 
Verus amor puro ex credentis pectore manans 
Per mala tot, CHRISTO Principe, victor erit. 
Vivida vis mentis, geniigue potentis acumen ©. 
Nunc tua, CUTHBERT, bellica tela defunt. 
Mors claufit placido languentia lumina fomno, 
Gaudia cum Juperis mens fine fine bibit. 


: [ “10 | a 
Quo tua vaferunt dictammma nectare plea Fe" - 
Mens generofa volat,..dabraque letifica? .0V 


Que potuit cautes Hebetés animare loquendo 
Hei! modo fub tenebris, lingua dierta filet. 


Quam procul hine fugit tua prompta facundia fandi, 


Candor et integritas, inviolata fides? 
Solers tam fapiens non quovis nafcitur anno, : 
O/que virile vibrans. cum pietate pari... ~ 
Vivis in hac-wma,: preclaro nome, terra; — 
Spiritus in fummo vivit avatque polo. 


a 


An ELEGY, o FUNERAL POEM, 


- On the much lamented Dearu of that eminently pious Perfon, 


The Reverend Mr. Parrick PLENDERLIETH, Minifter of the Gofpel at Salme. 


Who died Anno 1715. Writtert at the Defire of fome of his Friends. 


ISSOLVE in tears, ye bright feraphic fires, 
If forrow can have place in heav’nly quires; 
Mens eyes unable are enough to fhed; 
A jufter ground the world hath feldom bred: 
Behold a gracious plant, for fruit, for flow’r, 
A noble faint for zeal, for faith, for pow’r; 
A peerlefs gem for virtue, proof, and price; 
On earth a friend to truth, a foe to vice: 
And, lo! alas! this piece of Heav’n doth die; 
The cafe might make the very ftones to cry. 

O Death! why tyrannifeft in thy might? 
Why {fo fevere, to ftrike fo choice a wight? 
Why let’ft out of the ark a Noah’s dove, , 
While many hearts were arks unto his love? 
Hath death a pow’r to break affections lock, 
And fteal the darling of the little flock? - 

Nay, fure; what’s lov’dto-day, can’t dieto-morrow; 
What's dead to love is ftill alive to forrow. 


, J 


- 


This man of God ftill lives, and lodging hath 
In grateful memories, in f{pite of death, | 
He lives not only now above the fkies, ° 
But lives on earth, in tears of many eyes. 
Zeal, mildnefs, grace gave air unto his breath; 
And hence his favour liveth after death. : 
His walk, his worfhip were of divine ftamp; 
His doctrine, practice, alla burning lamp. ~ 
His life all light and heat, fed from above; 
His lips all fervour, and his heart all love: 
His time all holy-days; for of the feven . 


- Each day was Sabbath, and each Sabbath Heav’n. 


His home was fecret places of the ftairs’; 

His title known to be a man of pray’rs. 
No grove, no river-fide frequented he, 
But there the place of pray’ was wont to be. 
Bethel, where-e’er he went, was his abode; © 
For ftill he reared altars to his God. + © » 
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His converfe heav'nly, and his carriage mild; 
His foul fublime, his confcience undefil’d. 

His frame feraphic in devotions mount; 

His holy ardor feldom waxing blunt: 

Floods of celeftial aid did elevate 

Tw ark of his foul, to heav’nly Ararat. [cries 
Full gales, heart-rendin g throbs, heav’n reaching 
Did waft his ardent pray’rs above the {kies. 

For church, for ftate, for all he pray’d with note; 
No cafe, no place, no friend, no foe forgot. 

He trode the milky-way, by faith and prays, 
Was cloth’d with gravity, without gray hairs. 
Was mafter of his paffions all within; 

Giad without lightnefs, angry without fin. 

His language correfponding with his faith; 

No vain nor idle word defil’d his breath. 

His lips unfeign’d, his actions undifguis’d ; 
Mo modeft when carreft, meek when defpis’d. 
A tdap of innocent humilhty; 

A peerlefs paragon of fympathy. 

A mirror of true love to great and {mall ; 

A compound of compaflion towards all. 

By xpve he conquer'd fome of high degree; 
and killd the meaneft with his courtefy. 

His kindnefs with fincerity appear'd: 

To rich, to poor, to ev'ry fort indear’d. 

With.care he mark’d all providential ways, 

Even the minuteft, to his Maker’s: praife. 

His a¢tive {pirit oil’ d-with Hermon dew 

Did fwiftly, after endlefs blifs purfue: 

He was a mighty hunter, and the chafe 

The God of glory.in the field of grace. 

Alas! the race was very fhort indeed ; 

But lack in {pace, was well made-up in {peed. 
His public {pirit was of fuch a pitch, 

‘That few in zeal for God were found fo rich. 
So vaft the treafure in this earthen cup; 
‘Zeal for his Mafter’s houfe did eat him up. 
. To. whatfoever place he did. repair, 

His converfe was a conftant preaching there. 
In houfe or field, this antipode of floath 

For gaining fouls, fpent foul and body both: 
For, like his Lorp; whofe fervice was his food, 
He. went about for ever doing. good. 

Still ar his Mafter’s work, ftill.at his motion; 
‘A conftant-miracle of clofe devotion. 

Mounting the pulpit from his fecret bow’r, 
He pray’d with divine pith, and preach’d with 
Faithful toall men, in their feveral places, [pow’r. 
He neither {par’d their fau/ts, nor fear’d their.faces. 
This minifterial grace to him was given 
To leave on many hearts a feal of heavea. 

Yet ftill his humble mind fhun’d airy fame; 
Purfu'd the merit, but refus’d the name:. 
His felf-drain’d foul defpis’d opinion’s blaze; 
He fought the virtue, but difclaim’d the praile: 
He all the glory to his Gon did yield, 
_And crown d fairGrace theemprefs of th eficld. 
Ah! here is but the name-of this fair faint; 
We have his image, but himfelf we want. 
He hath the crown indeed, but we the crofs: 
He finds the gain; butiwe, alas! the lofs. 
Death brake the cage to let the fparrow fly, 
Which now hath founda houfe; a neft on hi gh, 
Even Gop’s own altars to eternity. | 
-Qur Sodom now may fear the ftorm anon, . 
When Lot is to his wifhed Zoar gone. 
Gop doth fometimes firft crop the {weeteft flow’r, 
And leaves the weeds till tempedts them devour. 
So ripe is vice, fo green is virtue’s bud, 
‘The world doth wax in ill, but wain in good, 
And Noah’s to his ark: we fear a flood. 
~~ This happy foul is now above the florm, 
Fixt on his rock, with faints of highett faut 3 
For while his veflel paft the:troubled ocean, 
He fail’d from/trength toftrength with {wifteft motion, 
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Till on Immanucl'saaePhie-Gaime a sc 
The place to which he fent his heart before. 
Such was his holy life, as now refolv’d, 
Which by a happy death was thus diffolv'd. 

As lumps ef fugar lofe themfelves and twine 
Their fouple eflence in the fp’rit of wine: 

So he in death did fweetly melt away, 

As doth the dawn into the rifing day: 

Aurora fair muft vail her rofy face 2 
When brighter Pheebus occupies her place: 
So he; when glory rofe in room of grace. S 
His death not differ’'d from this life of his, 
Nor the conclufion from the premifes. 

His death-bed prov'd a little paradife, 

And uther’d in with hallelujahs thrice. 

He, (in his {wiming over Jordan river,) 
Began to fing as now he fhall for ever ; 

For there he fang before he went afhore, 

A triple victory for evermore: 

Dull earth could fcarce indure his holy noife, 
While he did antidate his future joys. 
Sometaw his happy exit, unto whom 


.. He told of Cherubs fent to guard him home: 


And thus his better part was wafted o’er, 
With prelibations of his endlefs glore. 

Could we now hear this blefled harper play 
His hallelujahs; fweetly might he fay, 
Rue not my death, rejoice at my repole, 

The bud was op ‘ned to let forth the rofe. 
It was no death to me, but to my wo, 
The chain was lods’d to let the captive go. 
From crofs tocrown, from thralto throne I went, 
And now | reign; I fing with full content. 
Lo! here | treft; and here I love to be, 
Where | enjoy more than my faith could fee. 
I preach’d the glory which I now behold; 
Bur, lo! the thoufdndth part was never told. 
I got atatte below, but now above, 


. I forage in the verdant fields of love! 


On earth, my faith.ftole down a diftant kifs; 
But now my love cleaves to the check of blifs. 


. Lament not'my deceafe, .as your mithap, 


When I fo gladly reft in glory’s lap. 

Weep not that death did me from death deliver, 
Nor grieve as for a lofs; I’m won for ever. 

I fought, I wreftled there, from whence Icame; 
I joy, I triumph here, where now I am. 

On earth I long’d to fee my Jesus dear; 
Behold! I fought him there, and find him here. 
In galleries of joy, in white I walk, 

‘Mong worthy wights, of whom I once did talk. 
I fee this glorious King, in whom I boaft, 
Upon. the head of this triumphant hott. 

With this feraphic quire I join on high, 

To warble notes of praife eternally: 

Glory to Gop that ever here I came, 

And glory, glory, glory to the Lamb: 

My light, my life, my ftrength, my joy, oe all, 
Is now with mine arms, and ever fhall. : 
My glorious.Lord i is mine, and lam his; 

I’m hke him, for I fee him as he is: 

No darknefs vails him now, no difmal night, 
No cloud-no vapour intercepts his light. 

I fee, Ifee for ever face to face 

The brighteft beauty in the brighteft place. 


Thus might he fay: bur, ah! we feem too bold 
Can Heav’n’s unutterable joys be told! 
There, there he dwells; earth was fo low a place, 
For him to view his Saviour’s comely face, 
That with Zaccheus, from the lower ftory, 
He grafpt thebranch, and climb’d the treeof glaty. 
O may we trace his ‘tleps, with one. accord, 
And imitate him, as he did his Lord! : 
For till his hope, his joy, his aim ‘was die 
To live, to lovey: to ai where now he ise 1 


Me > m io | 7 2 - " : ; ‘ 
4 . ‘ “a if 7h re ~:% Posh ee Sf ae 
- ar, , Nps. 3 Sieors= 58S pete. F* Nhe Dy teg AE pe ety 


ri 
[um isis nat oe - ta 
A . A N ( ano Wy 161 DERE Tie: 
To the Memory of the pious and painful, learned and eminent Servant of CurisrT, 
The Rev. Mr. ALEXANDER HamixLton,, late Minifter of the Gofpel at Stirling ip ; 
Who died January 29. 1738. aged 75. Written at the Defire of fome of his Friends. 
4 5 POR ae 2 Yer a he ; MG 58 j 44 
: Principium vite mors ¢f, fic itur ad aftra, Das in ie ihe ie 
Felix qui vivit qui moriturque Deo. SOAS SEPA ide i bance | ny 
PA Rel, god os He fhone ’bove others with fuperior light, . | 
His Character, Qualifications, Manner of Preaching, 1n clearing up his hearers clam of right; Lee 
and amiable Deportment. The go/pel warrants and the grounds of faith,; “4 
17 _ Laid in the word, infur’d by Jesus’ death, 
EATH! doft thou difficult us now to know,. And feal’d by baptifm in their early breath. | 
If as a friend thou ftrik’ft, or as a foe? Thus Unbelief he of its fhifts bereft, . 
A foe, in cutting off the belt of feers? And. unbelievers all excufelefs left. - . 
Or ‘friend, in fparing him till full of years? His main concern was fately to embark ~ 
What! fhall regard to thee, O.death, be givn? The drowning world into the faving ark. : 
Thou'rt but a fervant to the nods of Heav’n; He {pread the news of rich and fovereign grace, 
Which did not criminals on earth provoke, Which glorious reigns thro’ Jesus’ righteouinelss 
They'd neither fear thy late nor fudden ftroke. That grace’s cov’nant abfolute and free ee Ba P 
Thy Lorp was once for us to thee fubmifs, ** Might with the finner’s needy cafe agree. - 
To him our humble anfwer due, is this, At folemn work his help fo fweet, fo dear, 
Tis we, tis fin away our bhifs. Was fought and got by brethren far and near. 
But how, O how has Scotland anger’d Heav’n! To facramental feafts he went his round, 
And what oflenceanew has Stirling giv’n? [crimes, And grac’d the tables with his joyful found. . 
What bold tranfgreffions and heav’n-daring His church was long the little flock’s refort; 
Have broke out fierce in thefe debauched times? His qwordscould with their timeandneedcom port; + 
That we fhould live to fee Heav’n’s lifted hand And hence he could be long, he could be fhort.: 
Thus pulling down the pillars. of the land,’ His courteous carriage fhew'd his gen’rousmind; 
The fupports of the church, and by their fall, Fond without fraud, and without flatt’ry kind, — 
The godly fabric made a bowing wall. His faith he prov’d beyond dim reafon’s ken, 
So many cedar-beams from Lebanon, ) . By flaming zeal for Gop, and love to men. © 
And ftately rafters of our houfe are gone, $ Yet free of pride, his works he vilify’d; .° 
_. As threaten ruin to fucceed anon. Was always humble, always felf-deny’d.. > 
_ Great HamiLTon among the facred tribe, So much he others to himfelf preferr’d, 5 
‘An able prop, a well-inftructed fcribe, ’ In charitable thoughts he chiefly err’d, . 
Was zealous, firm, and faithful unto death; . Till thence by open villanies deterr’d, ©.) 
No nominal defender of the faith: tii - Yet this we fcarce can as a failure grant ipo 
But with undaunted courage did contend. Which fhew’d in others, not in him the want, 
’Gainft blafphemies and errors to his end; .Who prov’d himfelf in all refpects a faint. 5 
No: combatant for truth more {kill’d than he,» A fkilful counfellor ineach dark cafey ~~ 
A hearty fympathizer in diftrefs;) 0 
Still warm his heart was with his words ; 
each’d of pray’d. 
artsattrat,> 
‘mer {pake. ) _ 
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And what he preach’d hein his praétice wrought, 


A living fermon of the truth he taught. 

An holt humble courée of life he fteer'd, 

‘That all might fee the doétrine which they heard. 
In converfation affable and mild ; 1s 3 
Nor with vain language were his lips defil’d: 
Yea,. gravity appear’d even when, he fmil’d. > 

PSE PEe PES gravedid rev’rence great command, 
And crave profound refpeét from ev'ry hand: » 


_ His very.look could vanity reclaim, 
His countenance put levity to fhame, 
Chear drooping hearts of faints, and alfo make 
‘The guilty con{cience of the finner quake. 

'.. He to the laft laborious ftill remain’d; .-- 
Nor was he from his work by age reftrain’d. 

His weaknefs never made him give it o’er; 


Sat 
“Rie, 


785 


‘For that fame hand that buries this my head 

‘ Shall be employ’d to raifé it from the dead. 

* But as my head atvreft, ere touch’d by ‘pyre 
* Sleep’d in the Lord; fo thine at reft fhall be, 

* Fer mine this figur'd refurrection public fee: S 

* Yetthus far rais’d by thee, fhall from the prefs, 

‘ As from a public pole, its former place, 

* Stand up again, and wetne/sto the following race. 

‘ And as thy ‘feet on fellow’s fhoulders {tood, 

‘ Rifking thy life to make thy purpofe good; e 
* So fhall thy feet on necks of brethren ftand, > - 
* Till martyr’d truth be refcu’d by thine hand, 

‘ Andthislattftepthy lifeand perilsall difband.’ 

_ Grant then this honbur’d head its honour loft, 
When thus brought down from its exalted poft, 
Of witnefling as clearly after death, . 


_ His,willing mind did working ftren gth reftoré. As e’erit did before with vital breath: 


ee “esi tad bavamadefome se their/ick-bedscreep, Yea, witnefling as from a pulpit high, © 
an Could never him out of His pulpit keep... By this long public preaching to the eye: 


_  .. Soprompt to each, and preach, and pray, and praife, 
_.. _ Bis labour had no end but with his days. 
_ _ . -Warm.from his:work hestoshis réft did move ; 


If Hamitron’s brave hand did ought amifs, 
This head from labour wholly to difmifs, 
Or from its_place of honour thus to rend: 


And from his pulpit to his, thtone above. ~~ 


But wag,it' his,intent to verify (00 *2 


Me, 


| Whar feem’d fo falfe, shat Setaphims may die? 


fr ht : 


Sure could they die at all, juft fo would they. 


All in’a flame celeftial motint away. 


And now fince he is gone, be this our firife, . 


__Juft fo to live, and fo to end our life, 
His Duration in the Miniiry, and ‘where he laboured ; 
with his valiant Appearance in contending for the 
_ Truth, and the great Loft fuftained by his Death.” 
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Sa S : ae § Eccle/npsbin fir. this Prophet great 


“~~ Had for a,time:his mtinifterial feat. {\ 
_ At Airth this filver trumpet long did found, }. . 
To folemn feafts conveening thoufands round. 


Stirling was blets’d next, e’er this herald’s death, 


With twelve years warning of his dying. breath. 
But how he fhould with zeal proclaim the ruth 
Seem’d firft'to be prediéted in his youth: — 
When bloody hands, that Bave the fatal blow, 
Set up the martyrs heads @ public fhow; ; 
To their difgracé whofe plory is their fhame, 
But to the fuffering faints their {landing name. 
As CurisT their Lord did.on the crofs fubdue, 
And made of all’his foes an open {hew: 
So thefe crown’d heads long over men. of blood 
On fummities of ports triumphing ftood. 
When martyrdGuTuriz*,famousand renown’d, 
Had thus for many years been highly crown’d ; 


ae. When, by his. head expos’d in open. place, 
Gop mean’d his honour, devils his difgrace; ~~ 


LTON, infpir'd with early zeal, 

Ey’'n in his y« nib qeaintt the gates of hell, 

Mour port, brought, like a gallant foul, 
ad down from the dying pole. 


d bear his meflage as 


_., He teftifying-to his lateft years. 


‘Why,then, this bold adventure might portend, 
TheMartyr’s pulpit laftfhouldallhislaboursend. 
Fame alfo founded once his fencing art, 
So great that few could ac the counter-part, 
In’syounger years ; which might perhaps prefage 
The nobler wars of his advancing age; 3 
For. then, arm’d with the Spirit’s {word in hand, 
He kept antagonifts at his command. 
Nor, while he flourith’d, did his nation yield 
A greater champion on the)~ del-field. 
Bleft PLENDERLEITH declarwat.s dark eclipfe, 
Tillconqu’ring light beam’d from his balmy lips. 
His captious brethren captives at his feet, 
Gladly confefs’d his vict’ry was complete. 
Great Brisbane own'd himifelf his happy profelyte. 
His arguings drew him, like a mighty chain, 
Quite from the legal to the gofpel-ttrain; 
So bright, that henceforth he appear’d to all 
Moft: accurately evangelical. =i Tegal 
His doctrine too with wifdom well fupply'd, _ 
With magazines of learning fortify’d. [twain, 
And: henceforth thefe pees set were no more 
But knic with Jonathan and David’s chain. 
He fpent his breath in Hamilton's pure air, 


As Hawalton did his at laf in Brisbane’s chair. 


When ’gaintt the truthproud church-men were 
He had the honour early to be ftag'd;  [inrag’d, 
But when arraigi’d before fam’d committees’ 
For purity of doctrine, could with eafe . 
Teach his pretended teachers, and impart 
Deep things of grace, furpafling fhallow art. 
His judges, learn’d enough, were forc’d to yield, - 
And crown their pannel Victor on the field. . es 
Thus in the dineh, though notin worldly ftate, 
This ALEXANDER may be term’d the Great. 
ede. 
For Chriftian liberty in choofing fects; 2 
Could never fee the flock of Cur1 


ae 


or. 


386 


And did his zeal for Reformation fhew, » > 
By daily pray’r for the reforming Few? f / 

His aptnefs in that caufe to fpeak and write, 
Made him the butt of ecclefiaftic fpite. 

Yet ’gainft his face when furies fierce awoke, ) 
What barking dogs and railling monffers {poke, > 
Could nor his ; pailions, nor his {miles provoke. 

When five in feflion male-content withdrew, 
And courts fuperior countenanc’d the crew, 
Into their hands depofiting the helve, | 
Exauctorating all the other twelve: — a 
His meek and yet unanfwerable plaint 
Of this procedure, ftrange and violent ;. | 
‘ They have depos’d me from my facred power 
© Of government, in this my watching tower; 

* Yer me they never heard, nor cited to an hour.) 
Was he then equal to his worth efteem’d? — 

Or from reproach and calumny exeem’d? 

No, no: hell:-furies did-him hot purfue ;)) + — 

He was the fcorn ofan abandon’d crew. «) > > 

Why with fuch fury; Omalhgnant race! 

Do ye to death the faithful watchmen chace? 

Have patience; Gentlemen; have patience, pray; 

Behold them flying faft enough away!) 

See Zion’s battlements broke down in hatte; 
And temples glorious once, but now laid wafte ; 
Flocks featter’d, faithful fhepherds turning rare, 
And bleeting lambs left to the foxes care! 

The prophets do they live'for ever? No: 
See worthy, Hamitons, how fait they go! 
Look to.the north and fouth, the = and wet, | 
Where's Cuthbert, Stuart, Webjer, Bofton blets'd; 
With Mair, Mele MiRrisbanes and the reft! 

Thofe that rormented you before your time 
Are quickly moving to another clime. . . 
You need not beat your brains how to lay wafte 
The zealous clergy; lo! themfelves make hafte 
To get, into the ark, before the cloud ) 
That gathers thick, pour down a fhow’r of blood: 
Well may we fear, Gop is intending wars}. ~ 
When calling home his great Ambafladors, 

O Stirling, Stirling! thou haft been the féat: 
Of famous martyrs and-confeflors’ great!: 
Some thou haft fton’d by. thy fiercebutcherous bive t. 
Which. never fince have had. a day to thrive: | 
And others thou hatt kill’d by thy contempt; 
And few of them from cruel rage exempt. \ 
How oft would Heav ‘ppeve gather’dthy poorrace 
Beneath the ftretched wings of glorious grace? 
But if thou wouldeft not, expect thy fate, . 
Thy temple left unto thee defolate. 
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But ftay, is fovereign mercy’s door of' hope’ 
Not wholly fhut as yet, but partly ope?” 
Hafte, hatte, t’improve thelight that fhines about, 
Her vengeance blow thy hindmoft candle out; 
And Gop moft high provoked to depart, 
Give paftors not according to thy heart, 
But to thine own, unto thine endlefs. ae 
Hear, hear, the quickening g, yet the dying knell 
Of grace, ftill fluttering, loath to’ bid farewell ; 
Left ftretching vain he pinions o’er the prey, 


as A Sage eet: ee etki he foar away. 


euees ecoossoenaneeseese 


"ny 
oe tb ile ¥ Ji pists te ev 


In Theologum « eximium Doli 6 Alves We 7 


. DRUM writin abs nuperrime  Stri- 


e 2 OMS DELO: 
THREE, et “ ‘ ; ‘4 f i A & ok \ vy: Hy! ry a ads 4 vi 4 
; Asis irr t ED Oh: 49% apes! arlé 


ee 4 
“id gee 


Enitut, nulla sonidirione poteft. ert 
Lux erit.in tenebris, Jed eum cum tgs tulerunt 5 zt jd 


Inde caret regio Scotica luce fua, 3 


+ 1 


Arcanas \esus hac patefecit opes. = 
Preco facra preter multos dum prefiitit arte i ie 
fic ut Evangeln, fic et ae Nee 


Victor ALEXANDER fuit olim m 
Lhe victor pariter magnus gn 2 


CHRIsT vs, Evangelii fulgente ardente Iucerna,. bi ; 


agnus in orbe, 
Aide facra. 


Regifice adverfos vicit Gladiator amiétus ve, Reel 


Enje viri primum, demique at CHE DEL yt Avie 


Indottos docuit, dottos domuitque fuperbos, 9 
Ut verum teneant, falfaque rejiciant. 

Qui tulit m terris palmam vittoris acuti, waa @ #\ 
In Superis vitor leta trophea canit. ~~ f I % 


- Optatam tandem pervenit in requiem. 
Wai ‘pot emenfos conftanti mente labores 
Pang 3 regi a vixit in ee Devs. 


Vertet, et unde a ee pura aoe id nod 
Error ubique regut, truculenter fevit in omnes... . > 
floc paridifiaco fevius angue malum. .. \. «: 


Nunc rabies Cleri quam pauci obftare. che ed wih 


Nulla non miferum circuit arte gregem. © = 
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MISCELEANEOUS.POEMS, 


And that for reafons which apoftles take 

From heav’nand earth, evenGedand con/cience fake. 
White magiftratic pow’rs don’t tyrannize, 

But grant their facred, civil liberties, 
Reclaimers‘in that cafe complain’ of eafe.' 
Their name is fuch as few will dare applaud, 
Refifters of the ordinance of God». * Cad 

‘Apoftles order all their flocks, and ours, 

For heav’nly ends, to ftoop to earthly pow’rs°: 
Nor for their want of qualities divine, 

Mutt we their juft authority decline. 
And-hence the prophet Jeremy'implor’d © 
King Zedekiah as his royalLord?; =, 
Who yet had_broke his oath to Babylon, 

And to idolatry afide had ‘gone °. 

Herice-alfo Obadiah).good and great, 

Was wicked Ahab’s minifter of ftate*:. 

Yet in this fervice faered lines record, 

That Obadiah greatly fear'd,.the Lord. , 

Elijah too,.that holy, zealous man, 

Who ne’er on Ahab, in his fins, would fawn 8; , 
Yet, moft fubmils, before his ‘chariot ‘ran ». 

The‘facred book with f{pecial folly loads 

All fuch as venture to'revile the'Gods'.) 
For (but except fons of ‘tyrarinit thrall) °° 
The God of heav’nidoes rulers of the ball, 
His vice-roys andanointed fervants call. 

3.0Wwom adi barge ted 

a Rom. 13,5. Wherefore ye mult needs be fubjeft, not, only for 
wrath, but alfo for-confcience fake. 1 Pet. 2.13. Submit yourfelves 
unto every ordinance of man for the Lord’s fake.’ ' 

6 Romong:'2i Whofoever therefore refifteth the power, refifteth 
the ordinance of God : and they thatrefift, fhall receive to themfelves 
damnation. | 

c. 1 Pet. 2.13,—17..Submit yourfelves to every.ordinance of man 
for the Lord’s fake: whether it be to the king, as fupreme; or unto 
governors,’ as unto them thatiare fent’ by ‘him, for ithe punifhment of 
evil-doers, and for the, praife-of them that-do well. For fo is the 
will Of God; that with’ wéll-doing ye may put to filence the ignorance 
of foolith men : as free, and not.ufing your liberty for a cloke of ma- 
licioufnefs, but as the fervants of God. Honour all men, love the 
brotherhood,..fear-God, honour the king...) 

d “Jer. 97. 20. Therefo e hear now, I pray thee, O lord the king; 
let my fupplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou 
caufe me not to.réturn to the houfe of Jonathan the fcribe, left I die 
there. Atitit 3 . 3 

e Ezek. 17. 15, 16,17. But he [viz. Zedekiah] rebelled againft 
him [the king of Babylon] in fending ambafladors into Egypt, that 
they might give him horfes, andanuchpeople« -fhall he profper ? fhall 
he efcape that doth fuch things? or, fhall he-break the covenant, and 
be delivered? As live, faith the Lord God,- furely in the place 
where the king dwelleth that made him king, whofe gath he defpifed, 
whofe covenant he brake, even with him, in-the midft of Babylon he 
fhall die. Neither fhall Pharaoh; with his mighty army and great com- 
pany, make for him in the war, by cafting up 'motintains, and build- 
ing forts to cut off many perfons, &c. 2 Chron..36.11, 12,13. Ze- 
dekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign in Jeru- 
falem. And he did that which was evil in the fight of the Lord his 
God, and humbled not himfelf before Jeremiah the prophet, {peak- 
* ing from the mouth of the Lord. . And he alfo rebelled againft king 
Nebuchadnezzar, who had. made him fwear by God: but he ftiffened 
his neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the Lord God of 
Ifrael. . ) . 

f 1 Kings 18. 3. ‘And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the gover- 
nor-of hischoufe: now Obadiah feared the-Lord greatly. 
tol Kings. 18. 18. And he [Elijah] anfwered, I have not troubled 
iffeel, but thou and thy father’s houfe, in that ye have forfaken the 
commandments of the Lord, and thou haft followed Baalirm. 

h x Kings 18. 46. And the hand of the Lord, was on Elijah; and 
he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab, to the entrance of Jez- 
tee). “<4 

i Exod... .22..28. Thou fhalt not -revile the gods, nor curfe the 
ruler of the people. Aéts 23. 5. Then faid Paul, I wift not, brethren, 

. that he was the high prieft; for it is written, ‘Thon fhalt not: fpeak 
evil of the ruler of'the people. 2 Pet. 2. 9,10, 11. The Lord know- 
eth how to referve the unjuft unto-the day of judgment to be punifh- 
ed; but chiefly them that walk after the flefh, in the luft of un- 
cleannefs, and defpife government: prefumptuousare they, felf-willed, 
they are not afraid to {peak evil of dignities:) whereas angels, which 
are greater in power and might, bring not railing accufation againft 
them before the Lord. om. : sepia das 
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Hence Paul to Cxfar his appeal difplay’d «: 

And Curist to Cefar will have, tribute paid |. 
Yea, Heav’n for earthly rulers pray’r exacts ™, 

As much as they do tribute, toll, or tax. 

And hence, ’tis God's command to'pray, we fee, 

For albjnvefied with authority? ;— | 

That under then we peaceful lives may, lead, 

And godlinefs, and honefty fucceed. 

This precept, if we view the time, relates 

'To Pagan perfecuting magitrates : 

For none but fuch poffeft the ruling throne, 

Till centuries of Chriftian years were gone. 

Don’tSov’reigns, then, much more our prayersclaim, 

That bear the Chrittian Proteftant’s fairname? 
In antient times the man of God, ’tis faid, 

For finful Jeroboam earneft pray’d ° 

Mofes,. for wicked Pharaoh lift his eyes P ; 

And faithful Abram, for Abim/’lech cries 4. 

Hence holy martyr’s, in their dying hours, 

Pray’d for their bloody perfecuting Pow'rs *. 

And holieft Jzsus fpent his dying breath 

In prayer for cruel actors in his death 4. 

And bids his foll’wers pray to Heav’n for thofe 

That are their fpiteful perfecuting foes s. 

Thus with his great example and command, 

Thefe preceps all in Judah binding ftand ; 

Yet Judah was a covenanted land*. 


jMfa. 45..1, Thus faith the Lord to his anointed, toCyrus, whofe 
right-hand Ihave holden, to fubdue nations before him, @c. Jer, 
27. 6. And now have I given all thefe lands into the hand of Nebu- 
chadnezzar; the king of Babylon, my fervant, and the beafts of the field 
have I given him alfo to ferve him. 

k Aéts 25. 10, 11.. Then faid Paul, I fand at Cefar’s judgment- 
feat, where Iought to be judged: to the Jews have | done no wrong, 
as thou very well knowe(ft) For, if I be an offender, or have com- 
mitted any thing worthy of death, I refufe not to die: but if there 
be none of thefe things whereof they accufe me, no man may deliver 
me unto ‘them. “I appeal unto Cefar. 

7 Matth. 22. 20, 21, And Jefus faith unto them, Whofe is this 
image and fuperfcription? They fay unto him, Cefar’s; Then faith 
he unto them, Render therefore unto Cefar, the things which are 
Cefar’s’; and unto God, the things that are God’s. Rom. 13. 7. 
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute, to whom tribute is due ; 
cuftom, to’whom cuftom is dué; fear, to whom fear; Honour, to 
whom honour. : 

m Matth. 22. 21. Sce above in letier |. 

n 1Tim. 2.1, 2. I exhort therefore, that firft of all, fupplicati 
ons, prayers, interceffions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life, in all godlinefs and honefty. 

o 1 Kings 13. 3, 6. And he [viz. the man of God] gave a fign the 
fame day,-faying, This is the fign which the Lord hath fpoken, Be- 
hold, the altar fhall be rent, and the afhes that are upon it fhall be 
poured out.—And the king [Jeroboam] anfwered and faid unto the 
man of God, Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and pray for 
me, that my hand may be reftored me again. And the man of God 
befought the Lord; and the king’s hand was reftored him again, and 
became as it was before. 

p Exod. 8.12, And Mofes and Aaron went out from Pharaoh ; 
and Mofes cried unto the Lord, becaufe of the frogs which he had 
brought upon Pharaoh. And the Lord did according to the Word 
of Mofes, _ 

q Gen. 20. 17. So.Abraham prayed. unto God; and God. healed 
Lee and his wife, and his maid-fervants; and they bare-chil- 

ren. 

r Adts 7. 59, 60, And they ftoned Stephen; — and he kneeled 
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. 
And when he had faid this, he fell afleep. [To the honour of many 
of our fufferers in the late perfecuting period, they died owning, and. 
praying for the then civil perfecuting powers. ] ' 

S Luke 23,34. Then faid Jefus, Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do. . . 

s Mat. 5. 44. But 1 fay unto you, Love your enemies, blefs them 
that curfe you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which defpitefully ufe you, and! perfecute you. 

t 2Chron, 15.12, 15, And they [viz. Judah and Benjamin] en- 
tered into a covenant to feek the Lord God of their fathers, with all 
their heart, and with all their’ foul ;—-and all Judalt rejoiced at the 
oath; for they had {worn with all their heart. : 
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MISCELLANEOUS sPOEMS. 


EPITAPHS and MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS, Gc. 


MonumentuM M* Henrici ARESKINI, Pafto- 
ris Chirnfidis, qui obiit 10. Aug. 1696, Aita- 
tis fue’72.* e 


Sanctus ARESKINUS, faxo qui conditur ifto, 
Eft lapis eterm vivus nm ede DEI: 

Non ceflu lapis bic technave volubelis ulla: 
Quippe fide in petra confrabilitus erat. 


Under this ftone here lies a ftone, 
Living with God above: 

Built on the rock was fuch a one, 
Whom force nor*fraud could move. 


In Dominum THomMAM BosTonum, nuper Pa- 
ftorem Atricenfem; qui obiit Anno 1732. 


Dotibus illuftris nituit BosTONUS opimis ; 
Haud peperere Virum tempora noftra parem. 

Ornarunt radiis tot eum pulcherrima junctis 
Ut caluere omnes ejus amore pit. 


The great, the grave, judicious BosTon’s gone,» 
Who once’, like Athana/fius bold, ftood firm alone: 
Whofe golden pen to future times will bear 
His fame, till in the clouds his Lorp appear.¢4 


EprrtapuHonthe laborious and fuccefsful Preach- 
er, the Rev. Mr. Joun HunTer, late Minifter 
of the Gofpel at Gatefhall; ordained Oc. 17. 


1739. and deceafed Jan. 7. 1740.° 


Ipfe PETRUS, quamvis hominum Pifcator, obivit: 
Horun hic Venator, quin properanter? obit. 


This mighty Huwrer, well employ’d, 
Between the diftant poles, 

His mortal body foon deftroy’d, 
To fave immortal fouls. 


MonumMentuUM M®™- GULIELMI WILson, Pafto- 
ris Perthenfis, qui in Domino fuo lefu Chrifto 
obit, Anno 1741. Atatis fue st. 


Nuper eras Paftor divus Doétorque difertus ; 
Nunc fuper afira volas, hic hcet offa cubant : 
Magnum edunt Nomen tua dicta, didaética 
Majus celica vita comes, maximum et uberius, 


More brave than David’s mighty men, 
This Champion fought it a 

In Truth’s defence, both by the pen, 
The pulpit, and the chair. f 


He ftood with his Affociates true, 
. _ To Scotland’s folemn oath; 
And taught to render homage due, 
To Gop, and Cefar both. 


Earth raging, from his facred poft 
Debar'd the worthy Sage: 

Heav’n frown’d, and fent a furious hott 
To ’venge the facrilege. 


,a This was our Author’s Father. 
6 He died on Saturday, May 20, 1732. 
c In the affair of Profeffor Simson, at the Gen. Affembly, 1729. 
d Meaning his excellent writings that were correéted by himfelf. 
-e Mr. Hunter was the firft licenfed and ordained by the Affociate 


Prefbytery. See a more ample account of him, in an Appendix, fub- 


oined to his Ordination-Sermon, p. 113. 


Mourn Zion! your Elijah’s gone, 
And wafted to the fkies: 

Mourn! till his fiery car bring down 
A foul of equal fize. 


An Er1TapH_upon the Grave-ftone of the 
Rev. Mr. THoMas BALLANTINE, who was or-- 
dained Minifter at Sanquhar, Sept. 22. 1742. 
and died Feb. 28. 1744. Aged 30 years. 


This facred Herald, whofe fweet mouth? " 
Spread gofpel light abroad, we ee VT 
Like Timothy ‘was but'a youth, ©) 9" 


And yeta man of Gop, 8 
Soon did the young, yet ready fcribe, |. 
A friend for CHRIST appear; , . - 
And was among the Aflociate Tribe, 
A covenanted Seer. aaah ei 
He for the Reformation Caufe, 
‘Contended with renown; 
Among that noted number was 
The firft that gain’d the crown.8 
His zealous foul, with hafty pace, ' 
Did mortal life defpife, _ ons 
To feed the lambs around the place ~ 
Where now his body lies. 


An INscRIPTION On the Grave-ftone of CoLLIN 
Brown, late Provoft of Perth, who died Oct, 
17.1741. Aged 71 Years. . . 


Friend, do not carelefs on thy road, 
O’erlook this humble fhrine ; 

For, if thou art a friend of Gop, 
Here lies a friend of thine. 


His clofet was a Bethel fweet; 
His houfe, a houfe of pray’r: 

In homely ftrains at Jesus’ feet, 
He wreftled daily there. 


He to the city was a guide; See, 
And to the church a fence. 

Nor could within the camp abide, 
When truth was banifh’d thence. 

His life and death did both exprefs © 
What ftrength of grace was giv’n: 

His life, a lamp of holinefs ; 

His death, a dawn of heav’n. ~ 


ASACRED OnE onMarcareT Dewar, my firft 
moft affectionate Spoufe, who ‘died: Nov. 22: 
1730. after having born ten children, Aged, 324 


And then diffolv’d in grace: 
This Vine as many boughs, and then 
In glory took her places 
Her dying breath triumphantly ©; . » 
Did that fweet anthem fing, 
- Thanks be to God for wittory ;. 
O death! where is thy fling. 


_ TheLaw brought forth her precepts ten; _ 


pd‘ ritec’s 


F He was poffeft of a very public {pirit for the declarative glory of 
God, was a great many years Profeffor of Divinity, and wrote elabo- 
ei in defence of the Reformation principles of the church of Scot- 
and, Rig 
_ & He was the firft of th Affociate Minifters who died after renew- 
ing the Covenants, 
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IGN DEX for the SECOND aehiiaey 


"A. BRAHAM, the tranfaction of his offering his fon verfified, 703. 
A Accufations, friends fometimes accufe falfly, 720. 
Acquaintance with God, the benefit of it, 718: ; 

Aas of aflembly, fome of them mentioned that are for cenfuring mini- 
_ ig, dters for their finful filence, 57; ahh Seber 
Adam, once happy in,a ftate of innocence, 583... his fall hath brought 
“so, Mankind into a forlorn condition, 25, 583. he and all-his pofterity 


enoj buried under the ruins of the old covenant, 44, 584. too weak to 
“»,Withftand Satan, 163,'583. the fecond Adam interpofeth,. 291, 583. 
“p< <We have all things to greater advantage in the fecond, than in the 
~ firft. Adam, 2954;58a405.-. « Ey Se 
Addrefs, one to the people in Dunfermline, 21:9. to thefe dead in fin, 252: 
_ to fuch as are alive,in Chrift, 253. See Exhortation. 
Adulterers and whoremongers, {hall be all judged, 721. 0 / 
Adultery, lays nations and cities wafte, 29... . 
Advices, fome tendered to thefe who are not, and to fuch who really 
.are members of the city.of God, 60, to. fuch who have attained an 
appropriating faith, 80. to all tryfted with fifting and winnowing 
ory times, 166, 167..to thefe who would be found faithful, 196, 197. 
“,. to dfuch who, would defire to be honeft builders and faithful foldiers, 
. .206,. to. a number, of minifters, on renewing our national engage- 
- - ments, 226,227. the {pectators of this tranfaction, both friends and 
enemies, addrefled, 227, 228. to thefe who are in a dead natural 
«sp Rate, and fuch as are quickened by Chrift, 252, 253. to all the peo- 
,. ple of God, but efpecially communicants, 411. to the reproached 
and reproachers, 438, to the pleaders of mercy, 567,.568. 


i 


Affliction, the afflited perfon humbled, 724.\ God’s gracious defign in 


it, 725. it yields inftrudtion, 726. quarrelling with God in it dan- 
gerous,, iid. the leaft fin hath more evil in it than the greateft af- 
Rigtion; ibid. the happy iflue of fan@ified afflition, 7 36. 
Afflictions,- perfonal ones, the godly liable to many of them, 375, 713. 
_arife not. from the earth, 710. fin the caufe.of them, idid. the 
faint’s refolution in them, bid. when born well, they end well; 711. 

«) «good. counfel and good hope given the afflidted, 712. their com- 

6) | plaint.to God, 713. ftrong faithin the mid{ft of them, 714. heaped 

_>.. up and come to. extremity, 7175. “the adyantage reaped by them, 

_~ 632. the godly fhall conquer them all, 375, 713. how. they do 

meatiy 105 4024. 

AffliGions, |how thefe of the wicked and righteous differ in times of.com- 
. »:mon calamity, 90. the greatnefs of the I{raclites affli@ions in Egypt, 

-.143. the reafon of them, sid. their deportment while;under them, 

/»}-4bid.. Satan makes thefe of the godly ftumbling-blocks, 151. how 

.-- phe doth fo, ibid. the, Lord’s people have a large hare of them, 184. 
-are all bounded and limited by the Lord, 185. both thefe that are 
|, corrective and probative work for their good, 303. 

Aliens, brethren fometimes become fo, 716, 

Altar of God, ought to be compaffed with awful reverence, 570, 

Anaftatius, the emperor, what befell him for his lukewarmneis, 479. 

Angels, one notifies the birth of Chrift to the fhepherds, 763. 

Angels,. the morning ftars finging, 728. 

Angels, charged with folly, 710. join with the church in praifing the 
_/, Lamb, 774. their fong on fealing the fervants of God, ibid. after 
‘, founding of the feventh trumpet, bid. for the fall of Babylon, 775. 

Antinomians, abufe gofpel-grace, 593. 

Antinomianifm, an antidote againft it, 98. i 

Appendix, one concerning Mr, Hunter’s death, 113. See Huxter. 

Apples, the various forts of them produced by the apple-tree, 370. how 

one may get pofleffion of themall, 371. 


Apple-tree, Chrift compared thereto, 359. is a beneficial fhadow to the 


believer, 360, in what cafes he is fo, iszd, what he is a fhadow 
from, 360, 361. he is the only fhadow, all others are but falfe ones, 
361. he is a fhadow in all fad cafes, 362. has all good qualities, 
ibid, the nature of the fruit, 366. the effects they produce, ibid. 
what different. kinds of apples grow upon this tree, 370. who 
. haye really fat down under this tree, 371, 372. the excellency of 
‘the apple-tree,, ibid. 
Apoftates, fome remarkable profeffors commencing fuch, 296. many of 
_ them caught im the fnares of the times, 206. a dreadful judgment 
fent to punifh them, ibid. 
Apoftafy from God; a defolating and deftroying fin to churches and na- 
tions, 27.. hated and abhorred by God, 181. vifible with many, 
and goes to a gregt height, 187. the evil and danger of it, 191. an 
evil heart of unbelief the root of it, 196. fome who appeared to be 
pillars in the church have fallen into it, and fometimes lead others 
‘away with them, 7d, refufing to witnefs for God, when called there- 
to, brings on partial and fometimes total apoftafy, 217. ; 
Appropriation, isin the nature of faith, and how faith appropriatesits ob- 
jet, 63. what ground it has to do fo, 65. the excellency of this 
‘appropriating quality, 68. very familiar with the faints, 73. what 
is imported and implied in it, 73,74. upon what grounds this ap- 
propriation runs, 74. feveral objections of exerciled fouls about it 
propounded and aniwered, 75,76. the reafons of this appropria- 
tion, 76. the neceffity of it, and what it is neceflary unto, 77, 78. 
evidences of a particular application of faith, 79. direétions to thefe 
who have obtained it, 80. ; 
Archibald, Mr. Francis, commences independent, and is fufpended and 
~  depofed on account thereof, 190, 191. may 
Avians, what they rob Chrilt of, 17, 431. undermine all gofpel truth, 
593. an antidote againft their tenets, 98. “ 
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Ariftotle, a remarkable faying of his on the approach of his death, 380. 
his fentiments of a folitary life, 557. 

Arminians, what they endeavour to rob Chrift of, 17. deny the efficacy 
of the grace of God, 213 give man’s free will the throne of fovereign 
grace, $93. what poor {hits they run into, to fupport their notions, 
497. a prefervative againit their doétrine, 98. 

Armour, the builder’s armour; or, the work and Sapiaaee fpiritual 
builders, 198. See Builder ¢ 

Afs, the privileges and qualities of the wild one, 732. - 

Affemblies, general, refufe to liften to the voice of God, 98. depofe the 
feceding brethren, and condemn the whole reformation caufe, 1 27. 
grievoutly opprefs the fervants and people of God, 143. exercife 
church authority more keenly againft the fervants, than enemies of 
the Lord, 205. ‘ 

Affociate brethren, the beautiful harmony that, fubfifted among{t them 
interrupted, 290.. a {hort account of the caufe hereof, idid. what 
bad effects follow, ibid: the church of the affociation greatly 
hurt thereby, 322. by what methods the Lord iuffered this.to be 
done by fome brethren, iJid. what the finful caufes were that pro- 
voked the Lord to permit fuch a rupture, 324. 

Affociations, finful ones with the wickéd world, a deftroying fin, 27. 

Affurance, of two kinds, viz. the affurance of fenfe and the affurance of 
faith, 74. the nature of evidencial and fiducial affurance, 77.. what 
is a fufficient foundation for the affurance of faith, 233. whether 
aflurance can be retained after the prevailing of corruption, 355. 
as much aflurance of gofpel-grace as conviction of law-wrath, 528. 
the difference between the aflurance of faith and fenfe, 657. 

Athanatius, his fentiments of the Song of Solomon, 666. 

Attainments, feveral condefcended upon that perfons muft abandon, 386. 

Attributes of God, all to be feen in Chrift, 6, 4. how commended to us, 
161. fhine confpiconfly in the redemption of loft finners, 172. all 
work for his peoples good, 301, 308. 

Augultine,' a {aying of his before his converfion, 187. concerning hea- 
ven, 242. his view of thefe words, fve yoke of oxen, 393. 


B 


Bu BE, in the manger, a poem upon him, 761. 

Babylon, the church fometimies refembles her in a {piritual and fcriptu- 
ral denfe, 206. fhe becomes a Babylon for defeétion, apoftafy, corrup- 
tion, and perfecution, bid. the fongs of Mofes and the Lamb, of 
faints and angels, on the fall of Babylon, 775, 

Ball, a remarkable one at Dunfermline, 545. feverely inveighed againf, 
ibid. queftions propounded to fuch as attend them, ibid, 

Baptifm, Chrift baptifed by John, and the folemnity of it, 1. _ Baptifm 
not abfolutely neceffary to falvation, 208. yet the contempt and ne- " 
gle& of it, when it can be had, ina regular manner, is-damnable, zp. 

Barak, his fong on Ifrael’s fignal victory over king Jabin, 705, 

Barrennefs, under the means of grace, a defolating fin, 27. 

Bars, the child of God may be tried at feveral of them, 350. fome of 
thefe condefcended upon, #bid. Four bars gn God’s part that exclude 
the wicked from the peace of Wifdom’s ways, 521. and a fourfold 
one on their own part which alfo excludes them, did, 

Beafts of the field, and all creatures, in covenant with the godly, 711. 

Beatitudes, the eight ones verfified, 461. 

Beauties, the faints perfect ones; 414, in what refpeéts they are fo, 415. 

Behemoth, God’s divine power manifefted therein, 734. 

Behold, the various acceptations of it condefcended upon, 397. 

Believer, lives upon Chrift and his righteoufnefs, 42) he lives in him, and 
his life is by the faith:of- the Son of God, 63. obtains a fourfold vic- | 
tory, viz, over the devil, the world, the fleth, and death, 77. has 
all things in Chrilt, and that to advantage, 284,—297. ought to 
hold his claim to all things that Chrift hath, 297. the commands of 
God are not grievous to him, 345. is defcribed from the a@, object, 
gvidence, and fubjeét of his faith, 344. has an internal witnefs, and 
what this witnefs is, 343, 346. what he depones, 347. his qualities 
condefcended upon, 348, the reafons why the believer hath the wit- 
nefs in himfelf, 348, 349. hath feveral falfé ones, 349. the true mat- 
ter of his confidence, ibid. his doubts and fears inexcufable, zsid, 
evidences of one who hath the witnefs in himfelf, 350. how he may 
know if the Spirit, the water, and the blood have witnefled, 351. he 
deceives himfelf by his temporary faith, repentance, and obedience, 
tbid., He fits down by faith under the fhadow‘of the apple-tree, 363. 
the import thereof opened up, 363, 364. the manner in which he 

_ fits down, viz.-with great delight, 364. what delight he has in fit. 
ting down, #béd, on what account his fitting down brings in great 

. delight, 365. what kind of a feaft he hath when he is fat down, 
365, 366. what fruit he feafts one, 369. ‘exhorted to come un- 
under the fhadow of the apple-tree, ibid. motives to engage him, 
and advices to dire@ him, 369, 370. ‘He has many enemies, 374. 
obtains the victory over them, 374, 375. how this is accomplifhed, 
375. by what means and weapons, 375,376. is more thana con- 
queror, 376, 377. im what /refpeéts he is fo, ibid. upon what 
ground this conquett. is obtained, 378. His efpoufals with Chrift, 
§83.—600, the manner of his divorce from the law, and marriage 
with Chrift, 586. the happy fruits of his marriage, 589. ftill feels the 
fad effects of a legal {pirit, 590. through new and farther difcoveries 
of Chrift he becomes more fruitful in holinefs than all pretenders 
thereto, 490. he only, being married. to Chrift, is juftified and fanc- 

. tified, 591, His jointure, 6015--642. his perfec beauty, free ac- 
ceptance, and full fecurity, through the imputation of Chrift’s per- 
i ; feet 


790 Te oo & 
fed righteoufaefS, though imparted grace be imperfect, 601. Chrift 
is his prophet, prieft, king, defence, dc. 602. he is intirely fafe 
under the covert of Chrift atoning blood and powerful intercef- 
fion, 603. his faith and hope encouraged in the darkeft night of de- 
fertion and diftrefs, z/id. what benefits accrue to him from Chrift’s 
offices, names, natures, and fufferings, 604. called to improve the 
fufferings of Chrift, and to live by faith, ibd. Chrift is his enrich- 
ing treafure, adorning garment, and {weet nourifhment, 605, 606. 


marks and charaéters of the believer in Chrift, with fome other ~ 


privileges and grounds of comfort, 696,—.612. His riddle, or 
myftery of faith, 612. the myftery of his§pedigree, 613. of his 
life, tate, and frame, 615. of his work and warfare, fins, forrows, 
and joys, 617. miyfteries in faith’s extradtions, way, walk, prayers; 
heights, depths, &c. 618. myfteries about flefli and {pirit, liberty 
and bondage, ‘life and death, 621. the myftery of his free jultifica- 
tion through Chrilt’s obedience and fatisfaction, 622. of God his ju- 
ftifier, 623. of his fandtification, or his doing all, and yet doing no- 
thing, 625. of the various names given him, 627. of his old and 
new man, 628. of his mixed ftate, 631. of his adverfaries and ad- 
verfities, 632. of his pardon and fecurity from wrath, 633. of his 
faith and fight, 635. of his faith and works, and rewards of grace 
and debt; 637. His /odging while here on earth, 638, 639. his 
fourfold exercife in his lodging, viz. the holy law, the unholy heart, 
the glorious gofpel, and the prayer of faith, 640. His foléloguy, 
éfpecially in times of defertion, temptation, affliction, &c. 640,— 
644, The deferted believer longing for perfect freedom from fin, 
640. his prayer under complaints of. unbélief, darknefs, deadnefs, 
and hardnefs, 641. he wades through depths of defertion and cor- 
ruption, 642. ‘complains of fin, forrow, and want of love, ibid. 
prays for the Lord’s gracious and fin-fubduing prefence, 643. the 
fong of ‘heaven defired by him on earth, ibid. “His prisiciples 
concerning creation atid redemption, 644. law and gofpel, 647. 
juftification and fandtification. 655. faith and fenfe, 657, heaven 
and earth, 660. 

Believers, more righteous in Chrift than ever they were guilty in Adam, 
6. in What refpeas they are God’s houfe, 36. what bleffings they 
are infitled to, and made fharers of, 38, 42, 43. when thee blef- 
fines commence, 43. they are all in a blefled ftate by virtue of their 
union'to Chri, 44.’ rely on the merit of Chrift for jultification, and 
the Spirit of Chrift for fandilication, 45. how they view the law, 
confidered as a covenant of works, and rule of duty, 77d. directed 
how to carry up the fpiritual building, 50. what fad times they 
meet with, 54. crucified with Chrift, yet alive, 62. what things 
they will triumphantly take their leave of in a prefent world, 95. 
what matter of joy and praife they have, 99. their falls and foils 
dangerous to the fecure, 137. the reafon of the variationsand changes 
in their lot, i/id. when tempted, they ought to fet the power of 
Chrift againft the power of Satan. 163. they have a fourfold truft 
committed to them, viz, the truths of God, a certain meafure of 
gifts and graces, place and employment, time and opportunity, 
186, 187. to whom they are to be faithful, even to God, to men, 
to themifelves,; and their concerns, and to the generation paft, pre- 
fent, and to come, 187. their felicity pointed forth by a crown, 
and a crown of life, 188, 189. what things they are in danger of 
in their pilgrimage journey, 208. called to witnefs for God, 209. 
how they are called to do fo, 211. have a twofold life in Chrift, 
viz, relative and fpiritual, 231. wherein thelfe confift, ibid. the 
great goodnefs of God to them, 239. exhorted to liften to Chrift’s 
voice, 239. a fhort account of their death and life, 241. havea life 
of righteoufhefs, grace, and glory in Chrift, 242. where this life 
is hid, and with whom, 243, 244. what kind of a life it is, 244. 
they.have many doubts and fears about their ftate, 246. their life 

“bears fome conformity to the life of Chrift, z4id. have hidden pro- 
vifion for maintaining it, 7id. how they may know if they have this 
life, 248, where it is treafured up, 250. allowed valt freedom by 
God in atking him queltions, and prefling him with demands, 254, 
fometimes favoured to know the great myftery of God’s providence, 
the fecret of his covenant, @c. 256. what is fufficient both to excite 
and dire&t their faith, 292. ought to lay all the things they want, 
over againtt the all things that Chrift hath, 296, their complaints 
of want groundlefs, 297. their great comfort in the co-operation 
of all things for their good, 299. freed from the condemning fen- 
tence of the law, indwelling fin, tribulations, adverfaries, and chan- 
ges, 300. what great privileges or grounds of confolation they have, 
ibid. how this is limited and reltriéed, ibid. what thefe all things 
aré’ that work for their good, 301. what that good is that thefe all 
things fhall work for them, 303. exhorted to feveral duties, 315. 
privileged with the prefence of God with them, 332. what things 
he will not leave them alone in, 333. in what refpeéts they have his 
prefence with them, 333, 334. much comfort arifeth from this, 
335. what kind of an enjoyment they haye of God, 334. in what 
refpect it yields comfort, #i7d. how many ways they may be faid to 
be with God, 343. their faith hath influence upon the mortification 
of the old, and vivification of the new man, 344. what is their wit- 
nefs within them, 346. directed how to maintain the witnefs of the 
Spirit, 357. confidered in a fourfold view, viz. in their natural, 
converted, wanderitig, and beft ftate, 360. expofed to a fiery fun of 
worldly tribulation, 360. The dignity and excellency of all true 
believers, 379. fighting ones have great matter of comfort, 380. 
are all complete beauties, 414, in what refpeéts they are fo, zbid. 
earneftly prefled with the repeated gofpel-call, 423. have a match- 
lefs hufband, 426. who this hufband is, 426 427. an invitation to 
match with him and commend him, 427, injurioufly reproached by 
the wicked world; 432. in what refpedts perfect, 485. fome of them 
differ from others, 486. ‘and all of them differ from unbelievers, 
ibid, \y under much aétual pollution, 491. for which they are cor- 
rected and chaftifed, ided.'-thefe chaftifements carry fomething in 
them very terrible, whether viewed with refpeé to temporal, fpiri- 
tual, or eternal matters, 491, 492. yet, by jultification, they ftand 
in the favour of God, upon the fame ground that Chrift, as Media- 
tor, ftands in his favour, 493. The difference between believers 

~vagd hypocrites, 505. what things believers have pleafure in, 526. 
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are privileged with pleafant views, pleafant experiences, pleafant im- 
preflions, and a pleafant propenfity of foul towards things fpiritual, 
527—530. have a particular perfuafion of the promife of the gof- 
pel, 528. how theimpreffions they are favoured with, differ from 
thofe that hypocrites have, 529. the difference between their joy and 
delight, 530. Belivers, under heavinefs, exhorted to live chearfully, 
533—536. this urged from the difadvantage of it to others, the 
advantage of it to themfelves, and the grounds they have to do fo, 
ibid, their objections againft this difpofition propounded and obvi- 
ated, ibid. the happy effects of their marriage with Chrift, 589,— 
591. till feel the fad effe&ts of the remains of a legal fpirit, 590. 
doubting believers called to examine their ftate by fundry particu. 
Jars, 606. defcribed from their faith by divine aid, 607. charatte- 
rized by the objects and purity of their defire, delight, joy, hatred, 
and love, ibid. affe& Chrift’s counfel, word, ordinances, appearan- 
ces, Gc. 608. endowed with humility, dependence, zeal; growth, 
and knowledge, ibid. are willing to be tried and examined, 609. 
coinforts flowing to them from God’s ready fupply, real fympathy, 
and relieving names, ibid. the experience of Chrift’s comfortable 
~ prefence fhould be improven by them for fupport under darknefs, 
610. they receive comfort from the ftability of the promife; not- 
withftanding of heavy chaftifements for fin, bid. Chrift’s relations, 
dying love, and glory in heaven, yield them much peace and’ com- 
fort, 611. they all glory in their righteoufnefs, 655. fhall be un- 
doubtedly faved, 765. have ample fecurity:in Chrift, 767. ; 

Benéfits, fpiritual ones flowing from Chrift, 514. what thefe are; ibid. 

Bernard, a faying of his concerning religion, 436. 2 

Bible, a moft valuable book,. as it contains the word of falvation, 97. 

Blefling, the outward one of peace many times denied; 310, why this is 
foordeted, sbid. eee! ; ; : 

Bleflings, God in all his bleflings, whether temporal, fpiritual, or eter- 
nal, to be feen in Chrift, ¢ how God is to'be dealt with for them, 
g. the author, objects, certainty, and commencement of all faving 
ones, 34. all purchafed by Chrift, 37, an enumeration of them, 38, 
42, 118. when all faving bleflings do aétually commence, 43. all 
that we want to be had in God, 126. what théfe are we fhould be 

'  moft folicitous in afking from him, 264. 

Blood, what typified and underftood thereby, 3.44. the Spirit witnefleth 
by it in the believer, 346. how this may be known, 353. it is of pe- 
culiar efficacy, 35 4. fees 

Blood, no conferring with flefh and blood in the matters of God, 442. 
what is to be underftood thereby, #bzd. what it is not to confer with 
it, ibid, example of thefe who did not, 443. why it ought not to 
be done, iid. the danger thereof, 444. the fource of many evils, 
444, 445. what it doth not exclude, 446. who may be faid to con- 
fer with it, 447. God only to be confulted with, 452. what are the 
beft means to preventit, 454, See Gon/ultation. 

Blood of Chrift, the price of our redemption, 170, redeems finners to 
the glory of God’s attributes and perfeétions, 172. compared to 
clean water, 269. what is fignified thereby, 270. in what refpeéts 
it is fo compared, viz, for its qualities, as liquid, penetrating, pe- 
netrable, common, ufeful, free, plentiful, dc. 270, 271. im what 
refpetts it is {aid to be clean water, viz. in refpeét of the fountain 
head from whence it iffues, the conveyance of it, the fubjeé in 
whom it refides, he being naturally clean as man, and infinitely 
pure as God; in refpeét of the effufion of it, the channel in which 
it runs, the application, inftitution, cleanfing virtue, and efficacy 
of it, 241, 272. the manner in which this blood is applied and 
fprinkled upon the unclean for their being cleanfed, 273. itis done 
by a gracious God, as the efficient caufe; a gracious word, as the 
inftrumentl caufe ; a gracious will, asthe moving caufe; anda gra- 
cious act, asthe formal caufe, 7bid. The application of the blood of 
Chrift by fprinkling points out a real, clofe, full, liberal, kindly, 
fkilful, perfonal, and effe@ual application, bid, The Spirit of God, 
in fprinkling it does four things, he convinces of the guilt and pol- 
lution of fin, difcovers the cleanfing virtue of the blood, works that 
faith wherewith we receive Chrift, and actually communicates the 
cleanfing virtue of the blood, 273,274. the purifying virtue of this 
blood lies in taking away guilt and obnoxioufnefs to wrath, in re- 
moving away all loathfomnefs in the fight of God, banifhing away 
{hame from the confcience, and giving the foul boldnefsin the pre- 
fence of God, 274. what kind of a view faith takes of this blood 
when applying it, ibid. The properties of the cleanfing that is ef- 
fectuated by this blood, it is perfeét and univerfal, zbid. in what re- 
fpect it is fo, 274, 275. The blood of Chrift viewed both materi- 
ally and morally, 275, materially confidered itis of no efficacy; but 
morally viewed, it is the expiation of a crime, a proper fatisfaction 
for fin, and of undoubted efficacy to cleanfe both from the guilt 
and filth of it, bid. The excellency and precioufnefs of this blood, 
with the value and virtue of it, 276. its purity illuftrated in eight 
particulars, ssid, the miferable ftate of all before {prinkled with it, 
276. all other fprinkling to be detefted, efpecially that of the church 
of Rome, 277. the merit and continual efficacy of Chrift’s blood is 
ftill the famie, 277, 278. it has virtue in it to cleanfe from all fin, 
however great and long continued in, 278, evidences of fuch as are 
cleanfed by it, 279. it is of fuch medicinal efficacy that it heals all 
manner of difeafes, 284, all advifed to apply to it, 282. the duty 
of all who have experienced its cleanfing efficacy, 282, 283. is a 
fafe covert to the believer, 603. : 

Body, Chrift’s human one compared to a temple, 318. wherein the re- 
femblance lies, ‘bid, his power to raife up the temple of his human 
body, a fure fign of his ability to raife up the temple of his myftical 
body; "320, 331.7" 

Bodius, his opinion of the fong of Solomon, 666. ; 

Bondage, men naturally in bondage to the power of fin, the flavery of 
Satan, the power of divers luits, dc, till redeemed by Chrift, 169. 

Branches, eight different ones that finners hold by, in the day of effectu- 
al calling, 394. 

Brethren, fometimes turn aliens, 716. 

Brethren, feperating ones, their ftrange condu€& in the affair of the bur- 
gefs oath, 392. raife up unlawful mountains in order to affright 
poor people, 406. theix conduct delineated, 725. 


Bride 


T) Hee 
Bride of Chrift, earneftly roufed, after becoming fecure, 423. | the call 
inforced by confidtrations, ibid. het objections {tated and anfwer- 
_ ed, 4235 424. 
Britain, chargeable with breach of covenant, 48. enaged in a war with 
.. France and Spain, 86. invaded by the Pretender’s fon, 251. 
Builder, the ereéter of the fpiritual temple, 34. what wrong foundati- 
ons many build upon, 46. the true builder’s armour and warfare, 
198. the fpiritual builder deferibed, 199. he is characterized as one 
acquainted with the great Mafter-builder, acquaint with fit mate- 
rials, is himfelf a part of the building, concerned to have the rubbith 
removed, to lay a good foundation, to carry on the work by a right 
Tule, 199. fome wrong rules mentioned that are made we of by 
fome ‘perfons in building, 200. how the {pititual builder is to be 
“equipped, vz. with ’a fword girded by his fide, 200, 201. what 
this {word is that he is girded with, viz. the word of God, 200. 
_ why the word of God is compared to a fword, ibid, why called the 
fword of the fpirit, 201. the builder’s readinefé to make wfe of his 
armour, when building, pointed out, ‘did. his prudence, diligence, 
and alaerity evinced, ibid. reafons why the {piritual builder needs 
- to bea fpiritual foldier, 201, 202. the reafon why the work of fpi- 
' ritual building goes flowly on, 203. what treatment the fpiritual 
> builder may lay his account with, 76d. building times, generally 
' troublefome times, 203. the work itfelf very honourable, as it is 
the work of God, though few of the honourable men take part with 
it, 204. all exhorted to imitate the builders, ina {piritual way, of 
‘having their {word by their fide, and building on the fure founda- 
tion, 205. advices offered to fach as Would be honeft builders and 
faithful foldiers, in apiritual fenfe, viz. to be ftudents of the times, 
confider the cafe of the walls, to beware of flying when God calls 
for fighting, to keep no correfpondence with the enemiés of the 
work, to know their great afliftant, to let the word of God, and not 
the Spirit be our rule, to fhun every thing that may endanger the 
work and warfare, and never attempt to build without the fword, 
206208, eight things that may prove very dangerous to {piritual 
builders, and which they ought to be aware of, 207, 208. 
Builders, theunder-buildets of the church and temple of God have both 
a fweet and eafy, yet weighty and momentuous work and bufinefs 
in hand, 328. what is their duty when the temple is defiled and de- 
ftroyed, viz, to look to the chief Mafter-builder, lay the ftrefs of 
the work on him, and put hand to temple-building work, ibid, 
the duty alfo of the people in this matter, 228, 329. 
Bulls, or fentences, bloody ‘and profane ones taxed, 925. 
Burgefs-oath, the ground of much difputation in the aflociate body, 
and at laft the occafion of an unhappy rupture among them, 290, 
322—326. unfcriptural cenfures paft by the feparating brethren, 
392. their whole proceedings in this affair anti-feriptural, ibid. ufe 
unlawful means to hinder the former communion of faints, 406. 


Cc 


fee ALAMITY, profperity turned into it, 721. 

Calamities, good men fometimes fuffered to fall in public ones, and the 

~~ * peafon thereof, 90. the difference between the righteous and the 
wicked in fiich ¢afes, ibid. who will be happy in the time thereof, 
92. they may be very fevere even upon the godly, 491. what ca- 
lamities await the wicked, 715, what thefé were which befel Jeru- 
falemh, 750—753. 

Call, the minifterial one, both immediate and mediate, 147. the end and 
defign of it, ibid. the properties thereof, 148. 

all of the gofpel, gives a right of accefs to plead the promife, 38. tG 
whom it is more particularly dire&ed, 75. not limited, 95. thefe 
who ftraiten the door of it culpable, 97. it is made to all finners, 
307. fome heights from which finners muft come down that would 
anfwer it, 385. by what fteps, and to what place they come down, 
387. Chrift’s gofpel-call renewed, 412. fome things premifed rela- 
tive tothe party called, 413. the import of the titles, my love, my 
fair one, given to the party called, 414. what is fuppofed in the 
invitation, 415.° what they are called to relinquifh, 416. reafons 
why the call is renewed, 417. no objections allowed to be made 
againft the call, 421. the call renewed both to faints and Ginners, 
421-424. the call repeated, with fome hint at the act and object 

- of faith, 598. See Go/pel. : 

Calling, effectual, the firlt emanation of the eternal love of God, 307. 
wherein it confifts, 27d. a defcription of it, ibid. its parts are four, 
viz, conviction of fin, illumination, renovation, and the out-draw- 
ing of the foul to Chrift, id. the origin and {pring of it isthe pur- 
pole of God, ibid. what it is to be called according to his purpofe, 
ibid. ‘See Effectual Calling, 

Cambuflang, a fhort account of the late extraordinary work there, 158, 

159. how a true work of the Spirit of God may be known, 174. 
what kind of a fpirit prevailed with thefe fuppofed new converts, 
#bid, the principal promoter of the work [Mr, Whitefield] not a 
‘member, nor of the principles of the church of Scotland, ibid. labour- 

‘ed to ‘diffeminate latitudinarian tenets, #bid. the delufivenefs of the 
work pointed out; 180, 181. what ftrange tenets were vented in 
fupport of this work, 180. its converts were filled with a hatred to 
all publi¢e reformation, and the favourers of it, 203, what many of 
them were converts to, ibid. 

Captain of falvation, bears a fuitable name and title, 378. carries much 
comfort in it to bélievers, 7672. ‘ 

Captivity, all men by nature are captives to fin, the jultice of God, the 
law asa covenant, their own: confciences, to Satan, to divers lufts, 
to every creature, and to the fear of death, till they partake of re- 
demption by Chrift, 169. 

‘Cafes of confciences, feveral of them folved concerning a perfon’s having 
ground to rejoice in God, 58, 59. concerning believing and apply- 
ing the Jove of God, 70. with relation to God’s being pacified, 87. 

Chambers of fafety in times of danger, 87. the duty of the Lord’s people 
is to enter into them, 88, 92. argurnents to excite their compliance, 
ibid. God peremptorily injoins themh, 89. what chambers he wills 
them to come into, viz, chambers of diftin&tion, defence, devotion, 
and action, 91, 107. magiftrates, minifters, and people to engage 
in this, 92. confiderations laid down to inforce the duty, ibd. 
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Charity and chaftity exemplified, 721, 722. 

Children of God, charged with deftroying themfelves, 30. by what 
things they do fo, ssid. what faving bleffings they aré intitled to, 
38, 42. what they take their leave of at death, 95. they are not 
only ina militant ftate in this world, but often in a maftered one, 
137. ought to make improvement of the interceflion of Chrilt, ‘s Be. 
why they appear zealous for God, £90. cited to be witnefles for 
him, 209. how they are to witnefs for him, 211. may approach 
God with boldnefs 62. their falls are the feed of humility, 311i. are 
warmly invited,.to pere of the childrens bread, 341. how many ways 
they may be faid to be with God 343. may be tried at feveral bars, 
350. fome of thefe mentioned, ibid. fubject to manifold neceffities, 
365. have abundant fupply in Chrift, ibd. have need to take care 
how they draw on the bonds of fecurity, 420. may fee the folly of 
their wandering, ibid. defpifed in the world, 430. are furprifed 
and grieved that the power of religion is fo rare, ibid. ought to be 
confulted with in the matters of religion, 453. their chaftifements 
may be very heavy, 491. have many pleafant titles given them, 
513. ought to be cautious and circumfpect, 570. their growing 
ftrength, 715. See Believers, 

Chrift, his baptifm, 1. he is the Father’s Son by eternal generation, 
?bid, and as Mediator his dear and beloved Son, ibid. what 
God is out of him, and what he is in him, 2. what of God is 
in ‘him, and how God was and is in him, and what of Chrift God 
is in, 3, 4,5. God is well-pleafed in him, 5. what reward he hath 
conferred on him, 5, 6. is to be be feen inhim in all his attributes, 
fulnefs, faving offices, relations, graces, and bleflings, 6,7, 8. Chrift 
is the great theme that gofpel minifters fhould preach upon, ro. his 
excellency, 16. by whom he is robbed of his glory, 16, 17. ought to 
receive the glory of his name and offices, 20. rejecting him, a church- 
ruining fin, 28, is the foundation of the fpiritual temple, 37. how 
and wherein he is fo, is, he isthe foundation of all the promifes and 
bleflings, 38. was not a private but a public perfon on the crofs, 
62. in what refpects we ought to confider him, 65. Hi giving 
love, 62, what kind of a lover he is, 63. the nature of his love, 
and what it is accompanied with, 64. who are the objects of it, 75. 
he manifefts the reality of it, by giving himfelf for. his people, 65. 
in what re{peas he gave himfelf, 66. a threefold view of this dona- 
tion, ibid. what view of Chrift is the obje& of a finner’s faith, 67. 
how a perfon may know if he hath got a right view of him, 68. 
he is to be particularly applied, 69. the danger of refufing him, 
and the duty of matching with him, 70, he manifefts his loye by 
giving gifts, 7bid. what he gave himfelf tobe, 71. what of him 
and about him evidence him to be a glorions giver, 71,72 ‘what 
revelation of him is neceflary both to the working and warranting 
of faith, 76, his fuitablenefs to the foul’s cafe, isd, in what capa- 
city we ought to view him, 80, polleffed of a twofold glory, ibid. 
what great need finners have to come to him, 130. Heisthe true 
Mofes, fent to deliver his true Ifrael from their {piritual Egypt, 1415 
146. the defignation given to thofe people he came to deliver, my 
people, 141. the import of this defignation, and in what refpects they 
were his people, 141. by whom fent upon this great errand, 146, the 
place to which he was fent, bid. the reafon, folemnity, and nature 
of his miffion, #id. how and in what manner he was fent, 147- 
the end for which he was fent was to deliver finners from their Egyp- 

_ tian bondage, and to make known his Father, himfelf, and his Spi- 
rit unto them, 149. finners called to believe in him, and come out 
of their Egyptian bondage, zbid. He is Lord, and hath a right to 
univerfal government, 152. his prayers oppofite to the devil’s, and 
neither former fins nor future provocations can hinder them, 15 4. 
his interceffion to be improven by the children of God, 1 55. he has 
a threefold title to dominion over devils, 161. his power to be fet 
in oppofition to Satan’s 163. he ftrengthens that grace that Satan 
attacks, 164, Redemption by him, fhewn to be of God, as the firft 
caufe, and to him as the laft end, 168. propofitions opening up 
the nature of this redemption, 169. Chrift the alone purchafer of 
it, 7bid. men the only objeés of it, 170. the blood of Chrift the 
fole price of it, ibid, the glory of God, and the happinels of men, 
the grand end of it, 171, the perfon of Chrift, the Redeemer, of 
wonderful conftitution, 173. his being the fent of God, is the reafon 
why he afcribes all the glory of redeeming work to God the Father, 
ibid. what Chrift redeems his people from, 174. See Redemption. 
‘The true Chrift no new Chrift, 176, his identity and immutabili- 
ty pointed out, #4/d. he is immutable in his effence, countels, attri- 
butes, words, bonds, divine perfonality, mediatorfhip, merit, @c.. 
177, 178. the neceflity of knowing this at all times, pointed out, 
178, it is neceflary to diftinguifh Chrift from all creatures; evidence 
him to be the true God; ftrengthen our faith in all his divine pro- 
perties, promifes, and works; to inftrué us in the fpecial ufe of 
God’s former dealings with men; to affure us of his perpetual care 
of his church, and encourage us at all times againift the attempts of 
enemies, b, the belief of thisneceflary in fhaking times, 178. in regard 
it fhews us the difference between truth and error, tends to eftablith 
us in the faith, correct our inconftancy, points out the falfhood and 
damnable tendency of new and ftrange doétrines, and to convince 
us that divers and ftrange doétrines mutt be delufive, 179. where- 
in the great difconformity between Chrift and us lies, 180. fome 
have miftaken notions about Chrift in his kingdom and government, 
ib, the picture of a falfe Chrift, 25, the parallel between a true anda 
falfe one ftated in a variety of particulars, 180, 181. the true Chrift 
ought to be the prefent choice of all, and an identity of fpirit ought 
to take place amongtt all his followers, 182. it is dangerous'to de- 
fpife his caufe and truth, 183. he is the beft match for finners, id. 
his little things, really great things, and not to be negleéted, 196. 
all invited to come to him, 197. motives to induce a compliance, 
chiefly drawn from what the inviter is of himfelf, ibid. He is the 
chief builder, 203. what treatment he andthe under-builders meet 
with, ‘did. is accufed and perfecuted for doing good on the Sab- 
bath, 229. The happy hour of his quickening voice, 229. the 
effect of the dead’s hearing his voice, and the certainty thereof, ibid, 
the fad cafe that all men are in beforethey hear it, 2 30. the fuit- 
able relief provided for them, ibid, the powerful mean by ate 
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“and more reltrictedly, 284, 285. their order and conveyance, 285.. 
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this is brought about, 231. what underftood by his voice, 231. 
what kind of a voice it is, 232. what is impcried in hearing his 
voice, #bid, fix remarks concerning hearing of it, 233. the happy 
feafon fixed when finners {hall hear. it, 234. evidences of fuch who 
have heard it, 237. The believer hath a threefold life in him, a 
life of righteoutneis, grace, and glory, 242. wherein all thefe pro» 
perly confift, bid. this life is hid, both in point of fecrecy and fafe- 
ty, 242, 243, itis hid with Chrift, 243, in what refpects it is fo, 
thid. itis hid with Chrift in God, 244. what kind of a life this is, 
244,245. the duty of thofe who want, and tol who have it, 247. 
where it is properly hid, 250. grounds of confolation to thefe who 
have it, 253. [See Life,] His precious blood reprefented by, and 
compared unto clean water, 269. what is underftood thereby, 270. 
why it is fo compared, #4, in what re{peéts itis clean water, 171..how 
it is applied for {prinkling the unclean, 273. what is the nature of 
that cleannefs that is efectuated by it, 274. [See Blood of Chri/t.] 
His treaftires opened by himfelf, declaring that he hath all things 
that the Father hath, 284. thefe all things viewed both abfolutely 


he has a natural and mediatorial right and title to all things, 7béd. 


how his title to all things is fecured, 286, what thefe all things are, 


” Which the Father hath that are his, ibéd. how and in what manner 


ald things that the Father hath are his, 287. wherein the beauty of 
this difpofure lies, 288. the things of Chrift are glorious things, 


“290. how. perfons may know if they have believed them, 293. and 


if they have feen his glory therein, 294. all things are in him to 
greater, advantage than in the fr Adam, 295. how thefe all things 
are made ours, 298. . His death and refurrection figuratively fore- 
told, 317. his body compared toatemple, 318, wherein the re- 


femblance lies, ibid, was deftroyed by divine order, raifed up again ~ 


by his own power, in three days, as a fign of his power to repair 


the temple of his church, 319, his body myttical, the church, alfo 


compared toa temple, 7}. wherein the refemblance between his hu- 


- “man body, and body myftical lies, 4. the raifing up the temple of 


ability to rebuild the temple of his myttical body, 320. he alone is the 
great builder of histemple, 327. whatis his ufual time of doing this, 2d. 
He was naturally clean as man, and infinitely pure as God, 271. 
glorified by the Holy. Spirit, 290. Wherein his perfonak glory lies, 
291. what is requilite for his declarative glory, zb/d. what a great 
want itis, not to have Chrift, ibid. his teftimony to be taken from his 
own mouth, 292..and received in the demonttration of the Spirit, 
293- his voice to be liftened to, 298. what he fays concerning the 
Father and himfelf, ibid. what of his Father’s mind he has in his 
commiflian to difcover, #bid. Chrilt, and all his furniture, appear- 
ances, and offices, work for the profit of the Lord’speople, 301, 308. 
The firft of Chrift’s miracles, and the firft of Mofes’s compared, and 
what was pointed out thereby, 329. not alone in his Mediatorial 
undertakings and fuffering, 329, 339- he was not alone in point of 
company, iriends, fellowihip, affiftance, ec. nor alone in wreftling, 


his human body,. when deftroyed. by men, isa fure evidence of his 


‘fighting and fuffering, 331. the F ather was with him authoritatively, 


opperatively, corroberatively, repletively, approbatively, affec- 


‘tionately, victorioufly, and perpetually, 2bid. what of the Father 


was with Chrift, viz. his countenance, words, heart, hand, per- 
festions, dc. 332. what the Father was with him in, namely, in 


336. what need he ftood in of the Father’s prefente, 337. in what 
refped he needed his prefence, 337; 338. who are Chriit’s friends, 
341. he is evinced to be the true Mefliah, 344. witnefles adduced to 
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tures, and offices; 629, Chriftall inall, or our complete redemp- 
tion, 649. his name can anfwer every cafe, ibid. The mutual love 
between him and his church largely opened, 663,—696.. The 
church’s love to Chrift, 667. fhe confeffeth her deformity, 678. fhe 
prayeth to be dire@ed to his flock, b/d. he fheweth his love to her, 
and giveth her gracious promifes; 669. their mutual congratula- 
tions, 669,—673. Chrift’s care of the church, 676. fetteth forth 
her graces, 681, 682. fheweth his love to her, 683, 684. he awak- 
éth her with his calling, 685. a defcription of Chrift by his graces, 
686, 687. he fheweth the graces of his church, 688,—692 “mani- 
felts his love towards her, 689, 690. A prophecy concerning him, 
708. he isthe only ranfom, 723. will raife the dead, and be feen glo- 
rioufly with the bodily eye, 716. his mediatory fervices graced with 
mecknefs and conftancy, 747. his commiflion received from his Fa- 
ther opened, with the joyful effect thereof, 747. manifetts his name, 
and his victory over hisand our enemies, bid. falvation, righteouf- 
nefs, and ftrength, in him alone, ibid his fufferings and glory, - 


747, 760. his coming, and peaceable kingdom, matter of rejoic- 


_ing, 759. a poem on his birth, 761. his addrefs to God and man, 


. 


_ ground of juftification, ibi 
Chriftians, many who bear 
ferent feéts among 


762. his nativity celebrated, 763. his preaching, office, and com- 
miffion, 764. his deity and humanity, bid. he is prefent to faith 
on the gofpel-table, 765. is the only wa yy tot ather, ibid. the mi- 
racles wrought by him, to prove . is deity and divine miffion, enume- 


! ‘ity an 
rated and verfified, did. relief toru 


ort ned { {inners by him, 767. the glor 
of God manifefted in him, 768. his fourfold name fuited rae fine 


ner’ need gilts world crucified by his crofs, 769. a fong of 
praife for “the fpiritual bleflings reaped by Lin ae ee 
m m and high Drea 770. his righteoufnefs the alone 
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Chriftian religion, the excellency thereof, 16. wherein the root of true 
religion lies, 30. no eafy matter, 138. of vaft antiquity, 173. the 
fmalleft matters of it to be regarded, 208. leads to a warfaring 
‘life, 374, i : os 

Church, divitied ‘txto viGible and invifible, 53. what are her refpective 

privileges, sid. meets with fad times, 54. her ground of comfort 
amidft thefe times, 55, 56. is an orderly and honourable fociety, 
57, 58. confufion and affliftion do not always prove her ruin, 58. 
the difpofition of her inhabitants, 59. two evidences of the Lord’s 
controverfy with the vifible church, 85. what are the fruits and 
evidences of God’s being angry with a church, ibid, what power 
fhe hath when lawfully and judicially conftitute, as a-court of 
Chrift, 104, 105. denominated a houfe, and what kind of a houfe 
fhe is, 106, every thing in and about her appertains to Chrift, 109. 
none quite perfe on earth, 191. fometimes refembles Babylon, in 
a fpiritual and {criptural fenfe, for defection, apoftafy, corrupti- 
“on, and perfecution, 206. every error or corruption in her is a de- 
nying fome letter of his name, 213. is compared to a temple, 319. 
what kind of a temple fhe is, ibid. a definition of her as vifible and 
invifible, bid. the purelt fubjeét to mixture and error, 320. temple- 
deftroyers permitted to infeft her, but a rebuilding promifed, by 
_ the glorious Head of the church, 320, 326. when this rebuilding 
may be faid to take place, 326, 327. Chrift is the great builder 
of his church, and when his ufual time of doing it is, 327. the 
faith of the church’s reftoration is to be built upon the virtue of 
Chrift’s refurreétion, the third day, 328, under-builders have a mo- 
mentuous work in building the church, iid. what their duty is, 
ibid, The difference between the faith of the Old-teftament church 
and the New, 409. a general relation between Chrift and the vifi- 
ble church, 423. the erecting of a gofpel church at firft oppofed by 
all the powers of darknefs, 437. conferring with flefh and blood, 
the fource of all the corruptions that take place in her, 445. vifible 
church confilts of two forts of perfons, viz. fach as are exercifed to 
- godlinefs, and others who have nothing but a profeflion of religi- 
on, 461. The mutual love of Chrift and his church, 667,—696. 
fhe confeffeth her deformity, and prayeth for direction, 678. the 
church and Chrift congratulate one another, 669, 670. the hope 
and calling of the church, 674,—676. Chrift’s care of her, 676. 
fhe profeffeth her faith and hope, 676, 677. her fight and vi@ory 
in temptation, 677, 678. fhe glorieth in Chrift, 679, 680. prayeth 
to be made fit for his prefence, 684. having got a tafte of his love, 
is fick of love, 685, 686. fhe profeffeth her faith in Chrift, 688. 
Chrift fheweth the graces of the church, 688, 692. He 
manifefts his love towards her, 689, 690. fhe profefleth her faith 
and defire, 692. her love to Chrift, 693. the vehemency of her love, 
694; 695. fhe prayeth for Chrift’s coming, 696. the glory, peace, 
and piety of the gofpel one, in the latter days, 743. its enlarge- 
ment and fafety, 749. her miferable {tate bewailed, it7d. exhorted 
to rejoice for the coming of Chrift and his peaceable kingdom, 759. 
~~ her fong in concert with the angels in praife of the Lamb, 774. her 
fong on the devils being vanquifhed, 775. her prayer for Chrift’s 
fecond coming, 776. 
‘Churches, fin the caufe of the ruin of many famous ones, 26. when de- 
~~ ferted of God, they eafily yield to the worft of fin, itid. what 
_ thefe fins are, viz. lukewarmnefs, apoftafy, barrennefs, uni- 
on with the wicked, pride, hypocrify, ftubbornnefs, covenant- 
breaking, ignorance of God, rejecting of Chrift, dc. 27,—-30. 
where their help lies, 32. 
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Circumcifion, to Chrift, was a feal of the covenant of works, 342, 

Civilians, prodigioufly deceive themfelves by refting on their external 
honefty, sor. 

Civility, natural, a véry good thing, 4747. but without fan&ity, will 
not carry a man to heaven, sid. 

Clouds and rain, by what counfel they are dire@ted, 730. of ftaying and 
{topping them, 732, 

Comfort, the Father’s prefence with Chrift, in his mediatorial work, 
affords much, 334. his prefence alfo with his people in their fuffer- 
ings yields much, 334, 335. in what refpeéts it doth fo, ibid. 

Comfort, believers comforted againft the condemning fentence of the 
law, indwelling fin, affliGions, adverfity, &c. 300. 

Comfort, ufes of, to all the followers of the Lamb, 139. to the friends 
of Zion, 205. 

Company, God the beft in the moft lonely cafe, +29, 339. this Chrift ex- 
perienced in his mediatorial work, 330. and his people in their dif- 
ficulties and ftraits, 332. much comfort arifes therefrom, 334. the 
grounds and reafons hereof, 336. 

Company, that which is carnal to be avoided, 196. the company of fome 
carnal profeflors dangerous, ibid. 

Complaint, the affliéted foul’s complaint to God, 713, 

Compulfion, gofpel, who are velted with it, 102. who are the objects 
of it, 103. the nature and import thereof, sid. 

Command, God allows us to command him concerning the works of his 
hands, 259. he is commanded by faith, which takes hold both of 
his faithfulnefs and juftice, is. wherein he allows himfelf to be com- 
manded, 290. he allows it in all things, particularly in his power, 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, and Spirit, id. hay, even to command him- 
felf, 261. 

Commands, the ten, abridged and verfified, 703. 

Commands of God, not grievous to the believer, 344. 

Commendation, the fpoufe commends Chrift, 359, 670, 742, 686, 687. 

_ commending and improving of Chrift fhould go together, 367. 
wherein this lies, ibid. lt 

Commiffion, what of the Father’s mind Chrift had in his commiffion to 
make known, 298, 299. 

Communicants, certain evidences of worthy ones, 246, 339. feveral que- 
{tions that they fhould ponder before they become communicants, 
266, 267. how they may know if God’s prefence be with them, 342. 

’ advices tendered to them, qtr. 
Communion-table, who are debarred from it, and invited to it, 340, 341. 


~ Communion with God, what is neceflary to it, 283, 469. a folid founda- 


tion laid for it, both in grace here and glory hereafter, 338, how 
it may be known, 339. is by his voice and his vifit, 369, 

Communion with Chrift, fhould not be entertained with idlenefs, but 
diligence, 366. why it fhould be fo, ibid. 

Conceit, {elf, incident to a multitude of profeffors, 491, 499. » See Se//= 
conceit, 

Confeflion of Faith, a quotation therefrom, 319. 

Confli@, there may be one with fin that does not evidence the power of 
it to be broken, 354. 

Conformity to the world, what itis in the world we ought not to conform 
ourfelves to, 539. why we muft not be conformed to the world, 541. 
the danger of it, 546. who are guilty of ‘conforming to it, iid; 
what pleas are made ufe of for conforming toit, 547. who are not, 
and who are conformed to it, 548, 549. ; 

Confufion of heart, what included therein, 83. 

Confolation, to thefe whofe life is hid with Chrift in God, 253. to fuch 
who are exercifing themfelves to godlinefs and a@tual ftudents of ho- 
linefS, 492. 

Gaiifileatiehe the evil of that which is with flefh and blood unfolded, 
441. in the matters of God there ought to be no confulting with 
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charatters of that day, ijid, what a perfon is converted from and 
to, 58, 59. a proper telt to try the nature of true converfion, 17 4. 
new and {trange ones fome times take place, 180, fome converted 
to a hatred of all public.reformation, 203. converted perfons the 
children of Chrilt, and thofe perfons. by whom they are converted, 
429. the power of God the efficient caufe of it, 430. 

Conviction, God’s dealings with men for their conviction is very home, 
clofe; and: particular; 2 1. :various fleps and. degrees of it, 74. con- 
viction to enemies, deferters, traitors, countericit builders of God’s 
houie, 204, 205. conviction to the different enemies of Zion, 205. 

Convictions, fome fufpicious ones appearing, 180. 

Correétions, thefe of the godly carry fomething very awful in them, 491. 

Corruption, whether aflurance can be retained after the prevailing of 
it, 355s 356. 

Corruption, in do@rine, worfhip, dilcipline, and -government of the 
church, the evil thereof evinced, 213. carnal conference, im the 
matters of religion, at the bettom thereof, 444. the truth of this 
clearly evinced, ibid. 

~ GCounfel, a good one given to the afflicted, 712. 

Covenant of works, every one curfed who is under it, 44. none of A- 
dam’s fallen race can yield a perfeét obedience thereto, ibid. the dif- 
ference between the promifes of the covenant of works and the co- 
venant of grace, 189. the dogtrine of the covenant of works and 
grace opened in a variety ofinftances, 647,—654. 

Covenant of grace, the difference between the old and new covenant, 189. 
Chrilt’s righteoufnels the fole condition of the new covenant, bid. 
itis the foundation of a covenant of duty, 221. Jays us'under the 
greatelt obligations to.come under a covenant of gratitude, 224. 
this pointed out both from feripture and reafon, 224, 225. the fe- 
crets of it fometimes. communicated to his people, 256. what the 
great promife of it is, 297. all the bleflings of it work for his peo- 
pies good, 301. faith’s. view. of the various excellencies of it brings 
in peace to the foul, 522. the doctrine of it opened in a great many 
particulars, 647,—65 4. 

Covenanting,, legal. methods of doing it dangerous, 225. no folemn vows 
can be kept by any who haye not laid hold-on God’s covenant of 
grace, ibid. 

Covenant, national, a mutual one entered into between God and Ifrael, 
220. the Lord.binds all the duties of obedience on Urael by a three- 
fold argument, idid. I frael’s covenant of duty expreffed, 221, the 
foundation and. ground of, this their covenant of duty is God’s co- 
yenant of grace and promife, ibid. the folemnity of this twofold 
tranfattion, which appearsin the manner, particularity, univerfality, 
and date of it, i, what the engagements of a covenanted people are, 
222. the. nature.of Ifrael’s. engagement lies in avouching the Lord, 
ib. the matter of their engagement confilts in a profeflion of faith, 
and a profeffion of.obedience, ibid. in what this profeflion of obe- 
dience confifteth, 222, 223, what engagement the Lord comes un- 
der to his people enquired into, 223, the folemnity of thefe mutual 
engagements, 224. God’s coming under a covenant of promife lays 
us under. manifold obligations to come under a covenant of duty to 
him, evinced both from feripture and reafon, 224, 225. gratitude, 
equity, evidence, honour, and intereft bind ustoit, 224. every thing 
in and about the covenant of grace obliges us to it, 225, we are 
bound to gratitude and duty by the God. of the covenant, the Me- 
diator, Spirit, promifes, bleflings, blood, oath, holinefs, perpetu- 
ity, and immutability of the covenant, zbid, the danger of every 
legal.method of coming under a covenant of duty, 225. God has 

.., @ peculiar regard for a covenanted people, zbid. 

Covenants, national ones warranted from fcripture, 142. our national 
engagements binding upon pofterity, 109, 142. to violate them a 
grievous iniquity, and will not pafs unpunifhed, 142, the Lord’s 
Kindnefs. to thefe covenanted Jands, though we have both broken 
and forgotten our covenants of duty, 225. thefe covenants renewed 
by.a number of minifters, 220,225, 226. an addrefs to them, on 
this occafion, by one of their number, 226, 227. both the friends 
and. enemies of this folemn.tranfaction addrefled, 227, 228. 

‘Covenants, perfonal. ones commendable, 141. when perfons enter into 
them, sid, 

Covenant-breaking, a defolating fin, 28, 142. God ia arms.againft Bri- 

_.-tain and Ireland for breach, of. covenant, 111. ‘ 

Creation,. a poem. thereon, 644. the fim of it, b/d. the firkt fix days 
work poetically ¢ompendifed, 701. God’s power and wifdom ma- 
nifelted in it, 719. 

Greation, the new! one,.,atl things relating thereto.are of God, 118, 
fome, of :thefe.condefcended upon, bid. how they are of him,-119. 
the reafons why they are fo, 120. | ) 

Cueatures, man once lord ,and-mafter of them.all, 169. but now a cap- 
tivetoevery creature, 44, the conjunct fong of all the creatures, 77 4. 

€rocodile, a particular defcription of it, 735... 

Grown, the faints eternal, happinefs reprefented thereby, 188, ‘what is 

- - igperted in its being called a crown, ib. why denominated a crown 

of jife,, 188,489. this crown, obtained by ‘conveyance, 189. the 

party conveying, the perfons to whom the conyeyance is made, with 

-\«, the mannez.and fovercign reafon thercof, hid, the infallible cer- 
tainty thereof evinced,..and.on what accounts’he will give it, 189, 
190-.ver¥,few however obtain. it,, becaute few are faithful, 190, 

«» the duty.of all who. would be honoured. with-it, 19x. 

Cry, 2 twofold.one to God in afflidtion, viz, the cry. of oppreflion, and 

foo theseryokthe eppreiledy-taapccws coc: oslg ele 

Cuthbert, Mr, James, an-elegiag poem, to his memory, 479,—7832. 
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D AMNABION, an actof jultice which our fin obliges to, 31. 
Darkneli, | prefent duty before. approaching darknefs, 41. | the various 
in. fignifications of darknefs, 15, remarks opening up the nature there- 
aio Obs Uenthe advantage of turning to. God, though darknefs.be de- 
1) ovfermimed, iif. it 1s to,be the portion.of thefe who give not glory 
ay, teGod, 17, the darknefs of fin-attended with the darknefé of judg- 
» ment, 48 figns.of approaching darknefs, 19. \a queftion concern- 
ing the place and. path of it, 43000 sbocimol ditty ovnon, 
haa 27m eles etas tabsimests! 
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David, his lamentation over Saul and Jonathan verfified, 706. his prayer 
and thankfgiving, after God’s promife to build him a fure ne 
and blefs himin his feed, 707. his thankfgiving and prayer, when 
he and the princes offered willing for building the temple, #4, his 
laft words viewed in a twofold light, viz, as a direction to kings, 
and as a prophefy of Chrift, 708. his Pfalms a truly excellent and 
fublime callection of divine poefy, 761. aa 

Day, the various acceptations of that day on which the foundation of the 
{piritual temple is laid, 40, the difference between the foundation- 
day on earth, and the confummation-day in heayen, ¢hid, the par- 
ticular day agreed upon between the Father and the Son from eter- 
nity, ib, feveral figns and charaéters whereby it may be known, 41. 
what faying bleflings commence from this day, 42. the reafons why 
all faving ones take their date from this day, 43. the duty of the 

_ prefent day, 214, what kind of 4 day the day of effectual calling is, 
~ 388. the day of youth and of judgment contrafted, 743, 

Days, God has his term, his building, and his blefling days, 45. what 
days of reproach Chrift and his followers meet with, 440. the days 
of human life are all numbered, 714. 

Dealers, who are falfe and prefumptuons, and who fair and honeft deal- 

~ ers with God, 9. | . “<a 

Death, many are captives and in great bondage to the fears of it, 169 

_. how freed therefrom, iid, the children of God are to be faithful 
unto death, 187, ‘what reward fhall be conferred on fuch, 189. 
all exhorted to be faithful, 191. encouragements and dire4tions for 
accomplifhing the end, 191193. five things they fhould be aware 
of, and four things they fhould be careful to do, if they would be 
faithful unto death, 196, all mankind under a twofold death, re- 
lative and real, 230. the parallel ftated between natural and fpiritu- 
al death, sd. it is the laft enemy that is to be conquered, 375. fhall 
not be able to feparate Chrift and the believer, i4/d. the advantages 
arifing from it to believers, 643, it puts a period to the calamities of 
human life, 714, a defiring of it may confift witha waiting till our 
change come, ‘hid. death and the graye familiar to the faints, 715. 
the death of the wicked fometimes very dreadful, 716. many of 
them die in outward peace, 718, the fick patient brought to the 
gates of death and feafonably relieved, 723. it is dreadful to the 
unconverted, 743, the godly fing a fong of triumph ever it, 769. 
the bleflednefs that awaits them at death, 775. ty. 

Death of Chrift, the main end of it, 66. a threefold view of it, and 
which of them is the object of a finner’s faith, 67. ' 

Deborah, her fong on Hrael’s fignal yi@tory over king Jabin, 705, 

Defection, greatlynereafed in Scotland, 27, what is the crowning piece 
thereof, 28. whence it proceeds, 445, . 

Defilement, the difference between that which is legal and moral, 270. 

Definitions, viz. of the church as vifible and invifible, 319. of gofpel- 
perfection, 484, of felf-conceit, 500. of true peace, 521. 

Dehortations, not to confult with flefh and blood, 452. not to give way 
to felf.conceit, 506. ‘ - 

Deicide, fin fo denominated, becaufe of its attempt to deftroy God, abufe 
Chrift, and refift the Spirit, 22, 23. 4 

Deifm, what is the proper antidote againft it, 98. ' 

Delufion, whether a perfon has ground to-fear it in the particular ap- 
plication of faith, 75. when faith difcovers a teftimony to be no de- 
lufion, 352. delufions do not imprint the word on the heart, fo as 
to change it, 353. ghia pus ‘ 

Delufions of Satan, eight remarks concerning them, 158, it is dange- 

* rous to call the work of the Spirit of God a delufion, or the delufi- 
onsof Satan the works of God’s Spirit, éb4d, Satan is God’s 
and his delufions are as large as the operations of the Spirit of, Gat 
and he accommodates them to the times, bid, his defign in this, 
and why God permits it, ibid, the ordinary effects of delufions are 
violence and confidence, 158, 159. figns whereby delufions may be 
known, 159. on what account they are permitted, 159, 160, fpe- 
cial direction neceflary at fuch a time, .160.. a proper touch-{tone to 
know delufions, 174, a view of Chrift as. immutably the fame, is 
highly neceffary in the times of error and delufion, 179, delufions 
fometimes permitted in the church, fd. thefe m our day confider- 
ed, 480. they kill many whe feemed to be alive, 206. how the de- 
lufions of Satan may be diftinguifhed from the operations of the Spi- 
rit of God, 351, 357. See Satan. : td 

Dereliction, asit fared with the Head, fo it is. many times the cafe with 
the members, 339, 342. 19 sqitamser 

Defertion, Chrift comes over all the dark mountains thereof, 4or,. God’s 
hiding himfelf makes a great diftance between Chrift and the foul, 
Both mF nlpat of the guilt procuring it, andthe fenfe the foul has 
of it, sbid. em A es seis 

Defignations, fome of thefe which the Lord takes to himfelf, 262. 

Defpair, no, jult, protind: for it, 329: 4, ais adp Sacto 

Deltroyers, who are chargeable therewith, 21,30. by what means they 
are fo, 30.| invited and exhorted to come to Chrift, 33, 

Dew and hoar froft, a queftion concerning them, 730, _ 

Devil, fin is wholly of him, 339. all vicious habits.and courfes praceed 

_. from him as their author, ssid. the Lord is privy to all his temp- 
tations, and in what refpedts he isfo, 154, all -his motions and de- 
figns upon the Lord’s people obferved, and the reafon thereof, is, 
aflaults and tempts the beft, and why he does fo, bid. is a terrible 
adveriary,, 155. deferibed from his zature, as a fpirit; from his 
quality, as being wonderfully aétive, able to tar with our fan- 
cies, delude our imaginations, and a@uate our bodies; from his 
pewer; which, tho’ limited, is fuppofed to extend to the fhaking of 
the earth, fwallowing whole.cities, difturbing the whole courfe of 
the clouds, éc,; from his /udtilty, knowing how to adapt himfelf 
to the feveral tempers, complexions, and inclinations of men, tho’ 
he cannot foretel future events, nor know the thoughts. of the 
heart, till formed into words and actions 5 from, his ery, called the 
accufer of the brethren, the great dragon, the roaring lion, dc. ; 
from his aumbers, his name being legion, Gc, 155, 156. too much 
ought not ta attributed to him, 156, our duty pointed out when 

"he is tempting: us to fin, and.defiring to have us, ibid. it is matter 
of comfort’ that his power is limited, id, his temptations very de- 
Infive, 158, feyeral remarks concerning his delufions, iid. twelve 
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" Doétrine, thé danger of that which is legal, 78. 
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meditations concerning him and his temptations, 160,—166, Chrift 
hath a threefold title to dominion over devils, 161. the nature of 
the devil’s power enquired into, 163, 164. he ftudies to fill men 
with flavith fear, and then prompts them to be unfaithful, 185. 
_ hath fo far blinded ‘the world as to make. them. praétical atheifts, 
213. his policy outwitted by the wifdom of God, 291. proves ma- 
ny times a powerful and fubtile enemy to the: believer, 374. de- 
feated by faith, 472. the fong of the church on his being vanquifh 
by Michael, 775. See Satan, bee OEY Ek 
Digreflion, one concerning fome well-known occurrences, 7.25. another 
relative to the nature and fpirituality of the foul, 531, 
Directions, to thofe who have attained an appropriating faith, 80, to 
, | the Lord’s people to come into their chambers, 92. See Advices. 
Difciples of Chrift, their faith may languith, though it cannot fail, 166. 
when they are anew converted, it is not for themfelves only, and 
their own good, but for the benefit of their brethren, and the ad- 
~ vantage of the church, #bid, real ones may defert Chrift for a time, 
} 330. pried 4 ‘ h Wot, isteit'. 3 ; 
Difcipline, in the church, whence proceedeth partiality therein, 445, 
Difcoveries, fome of thefe that the foul gets in the day of effe@ual vo- 
_ cation, 389. ; i { 


Divinity, Chrift’s much vailed when on earth by his humanity, 246. 

Divifions, amongtt Chriftians, tend to deftroy them, 30. who caufé them 
sin the church, 57, the root and fpring of them all, 445. 

the do@trine of faith till 

~ the fame, 178. feveral refpects condefcended upon, in which it is the 


fame, ibid. every doftrine not to be found in the Bible, is a falfe doc- 


_ trine, 179. falfe dogtrine ufually meets with many favourers, ibid. 
. > divers and ftrange do@rines muft be delufive, becaufe truth is an 
_ intire fyftem, invariably the fame, and cannot be divided, ibid. 
- whence corruption in doétrine proceeds, 445, 451. an enumeration 
». of fome dogtrinal principles, 512. “fome novelties of expreffion, and 
_ new fchemes of dodtrine, 579, a lewal ftrain of do@rine difcovered 
_ and difearded, 593, all do€trines to be tried, ere they betrufted, 713. 

Dominion of fin, how to know when it is broken, 354. : 
Doom, the terrible one of all rejecters of Chrift and defpifers of the gof- 

. pel, 600. of hypocrites that rebel againft the rod, 725. ° 
Door, one, both of faith and hope, opened to faints and finners, 123, 407. 
Dove, the Holy Ghoft defcended in the likenefs of one, 1. fome of the 
qualities of the dove, with the reafon why the Holy Ghoft defcend- 
edin the likenefs thereof, ibid. 
Doxology, Paul’s, for the revelation of Chri 
» the various bleffings flowing ‘from him, 769. one to the love and 
power of God, ihsd. for faving mercy, 770, one by the apoftle Pe- 
ter, and onother by Jude, all verfified, 772. 

Dunfermline, an addrefs to the inhabitants thereof, 21 g. the grounds and 
_ topics on which the addrefs is founded; 219; 220. a remarkable 

_ ball there, feverely inveighed againtt, 445. . oa 3 
Duty, prefent duty before approaching darknefs, rr. the duty both of 
~ minifters and people, 32,110, wha 


t is the proper rule of APE 98. 
the duty of loft and undone finners, 174. of thofe that are called to 


a fuffering lot, 185. wherein the duty of the day lies, 214. the 

_~» duty both of thefe who have, and want a life hid with Chrift, 247. 

~ eof hich as’ aré under foul-defilement, 278, 282. of minifters and 

_speople when the temple of God is defiled and deftroyed, 328, of fin- 

- mers and believers with reference to Chrift, 369 of proteffors, pro- 

~ fane, and faints, when they hear that the world reproach Chrift 
and his followers, 436. We : 

Duties, by what fpecial ones we'are called to glorify God, 1 332. the fum 

of all duties lies in witneffing that the Lord is God, 213, feveral du- 

© ties exharted to, 315. the duties incumbent on the Sabbath, 518. 
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they muft come down. 
ts, legal endeavours, falfe 
otable attainments, and 
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Election, redemption, regeneration, and falvation, 


‘Eve, the time and manner how fhe was affaulted 


“Evidences, v#z. of thofe who h 
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their behaviour under their diftrefs, 143. this exprefled by their 
crying unto God, 144. the way how the Lord fhewed his pity to 
them, #bid. the means and inftrument he ufes for their help, 145. 
the’mifery and danger of being long in'an Egyptian flate of bon- 
dage, 149, tga k ; 
of equal extent, 168. 
Hamilton,776,—786. 
and his manner of living; 734. 
ng Baal’s prietts, 214. ° 
people many, 133. harrafs them very 
fore, 134. till vanquifhed by them at laft, 134, 138. how they 
overcome them, ibid. when they do {o, 135. an addrefs to the e- 
“nemies of God, 139. their dreadful cafe, 191. many a heavy charge 
againit them, ibid. who may be reckoned his enemies, 431. friends 
fometimes become enemies, 716, ; re 
Engagements, what thefe are whith the Lord’s people come under, who 
- avouch him to be their God, 222. what thefe are which the Lord 
comes under to them, 223, the folemnity of thefe engagements, 224. 
England, chargeable of breaking covenant with God, gi. 
England, New, the gofpel fuccefsful there, 29. ; 
Enjoyment of God, Chritt redeems finners thereto, 171. this enjoyment 
_ __ hath three degrees in it, viz. inchoative, progreffive, and confume 
mative, 171, 172, wherein thefe three confit, ibid. what kind of 
enjoyment of God, believers have, EI ae ek i a 
Epithalamium, or marriage fong, 776. 
Epifiles, apoftolical ones, open up the myftery of Chrift’s death and 
refurrection, 767. a variety of {cripture fongs feleted from them, 
707,—772. ar 
Epitaphs, on the Rev. Meffis. H. Erfkine, Bofton, Wilfon, Hunter, Bal- 
lantine, Ge.-788. 0 «| 
Error, and delufion, fometimes the plague of the church, 158, 159. 
why God fuffers this to take place, 159, 160. ; 
Errors of the times, what is a neceflary prefervative againft them, 78, 
what is a proper antidote againit both the do@rinal and practical 
errors of the prefent day, 98. fome of thefe errors in principle and 
practice, enumerated, 98, 99. why God permits a fpirit of error 
fomretimes to take place, 1 59. a view of Chrift as immutably the 
fame, is highly neceffary at fuch a time, 179. what is the root of 
the error, in principle, about Chrift’in his kingdom and govern- 
ment, 180, many errors broached in our day, 257d. the fum of all 
errors lies in not witnefling that the Lord is God, 213. every er- 
ror, both in principle and praétice, is in fo far a denying of God, 
ibid, errors of different kinds, ordered of God, for the good of his 
people, 310. all erroneous perfons confpire in oppofing Chrift, 431, 
a legal fpirit, the root of many damnable ones, 593. 
Efpoufals, the believer's, 583,—600. See Believers. " 
Eternity, three great wonders that it will never unriddle, 426. 
Eucharift, the’ Lord’s fuppet fo called, 168, 229. why fo denominat- 
ed, zhid, ak dee is . 4 
Evangelifts, ‘four; contain the hiftory of our bleffed Redeem 
,  Rumber of divine fongs from them, 761,—766. satan 
by Satan, 151. parlied 
and fo was overcome, 459.° _ 
ave got a difcovery of God in Chrift, 9. 
of.fuch with whom Godis well pleafed, b/d. See Examination, 
Evils,: grofs ones of all kinds abounding, 310, how made fubfervient for 
good to the people of God, ibid. : 
Examination, ufes of, containing evidences of thefe who give glory to 
God, 17, whether we be blefled or ‘cutfed of God, 46. of thefe 
who are the citizens of the city of God, 58. of thefe who have be- 
lieved the gofpel-declaration, ‘that Chrift loved finners, and gave 
himfelf for them, with faith’s application, 68. of fuch who have 
been brought to particular 
have given entertainment to 
are fa étified, 130. of fuch who are of the tribe of Gad, that thall 
overcome-at the la 
215. of thefe who are qualified for a communion-table, 266, 267. 
of fuch as have feen Chrift’s 


Elegies, one upon Meflrs.Cuthbert, Plendertieth, and 
Flephant, a defeription of him, 
Elijah, his method of confoundi 
Enemies, thefe of the Lord’s 


« 


er, 761. a 


with the temptation, 
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deftroyers, 329. to thefe who have not, and who have the witnefs of 
the Spirit, 357. to belicvers to come under the fhadow of the apple- 
tree, 369. to quit all the legal branches, and come down to Chrift, 
393. to finners who have never hearkened to the gofpel-call, 421. 
to faints who lave once heard the call, but are become fecure and 
fleepy, 423. to all who are reproached, 438. to all, to be convinced 
of the pollution of fin, f 
the ftudy of gofpel purity, 494. to feek to be delivered from felf- 
conceit, §09. to the wicked, who find no pleafure in Wifdom’s ways, 
531. to the godly, who are under heavinefs, to be more chearful, 
$33. toall, not to be conformed to the world, 549. to feek to have 
the heart difengaged from the world, 558. ? 

Experience, howa perfon may know if their experience be of a genuine 
nature, 174. what pleafant experiences the children of God are 
privileged with, 528. how thefe operate upon the foul, did. 

Expoftulation, a warm one to finners to embrace Chrift, 339, 340. 

Extremity, ficknef§ come to it, and the fick patient defcribed therein, 723 
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which faith fits down, 364 
_ fitting down, bid, on wh 
"fruits of the apple-trec 
- - 366, 367. faith 
~ dow of Chrift, 3 
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and to feek.to be wathed from it, 464. to _ 


- Filefh, ‘men compared thereto, for their fading q 
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between the afflurance of faith and fenfe, ibid, the harmony 
and difcord between faith and fenfe, how they help, and how they 
mar each other, 657. the valour and victories of faith, ibid. faith 
_and frames compared, or faith building upon fenfe difcovered, 659. 
‘ftrong faith in the hot furnace, 714. faith and repentance urged 
from motives of grace and merey, 749. the ground of faith’s affur- 
ance concerning the believer’s happy {tate, 767. faith ftrengthened 
by the experience of divine aid, 771. the promife is the fure ground 
of the believer’s faith, ibid. ; 
Faith, the doétrine thereof, ftill the fame, 178. eight refpeéts conde 
{eended upon in which it is fo, ibid. . 
Faith, the profeffion of it, wherein it confifteth, 222. 
Faithfulnefs, where that of God is to be feen, 7. faithfulnefs unto death, 
crowned with eternal life. 184. Itis the great duty of all the Lord’s 
people, in trying and fuffering times, to aim at being faithful, and 
in the way of duty, 185. what things are requifite unto faithfulnefs, 
viz, faith, goodnefs, wifdom, trultinefs, 186. what this fidelity 
has a refpect unto, namely, to what is fpoken by him, committed 
to him, and to all he is concerned with, 186, 187. to whom he is. 
faithful, to God, to man, to himfelf, and the generations of his 
concerns, 187. the duration of this faithfulnefs, is even until death, 
187, 188. the import of being faithful unto death, 188. the re+ 
ward annexed to faithfulnefs is a crown of life, bid, the import of 
its being called a crown, ibid. why called a crown oflife, 188, 189. 
they come to be poffefled thereof, by conveyance, 189. who the © 
conveyer is, to whom it is conveyed, the manner and fovereign 
reafon of the conveyance, ibid. the certainty thereof, and on what 
account, 189, 190. very few will obtain it, becaufe few are faith- 
ful, 190. the neceflity of faithfulnefs evinced, and called for both 
at the hands of minifters and people, ibid. all exhorted to it, 191. 
fix inducements and encouragements to it, 191, 192. feven diredti- 
“ons to be faithful unto death, 192, 193. the difadvantage of not 
being faithful, 195. advices offered to thefe who would be faithful, 
196, 197. fome things mentioned that we fhould be aware of, 196. 
what things we fhould be careful of, if we would be found faith- 
ful unto death, 196, 197. ive t ; é 
Farewel, what the children of God’ take their farewel of at death, 95. 
Fall, Adam’s, has brought finners into a miferable condition, 25, 767. 
Father, God the Father manifefts himfelf by a voice from heaven at 
Chrift’s baptifm, 1, this {peaks out the Father’s favour to him, as 
it exprefleth his relation to him as his Son, and his affection to him 
as his dear Son, ibid, it intimates God’s favour to finners in him, 75. 
his love to finners, in fending Chrift, wonderful, 146. all things 
that the Father hath, are depofited in Chriit’s hand, as Mediator, 284, 
285. an enumeration of fome of thefe all things of the Father that 
Chrift hath, 286. he was prefent with Chrift in his mediatorial un- 
dertaking and fuffering, 330. this yiewed both negatively, pofitive- 
ly, relatively, and fubjeétively, 330,332. in what manner the 
Father was prefent with Chrift therein, 331. what of the Father 
was prefent with Chrift, 332. what things the Father was prefent 
with Chrift in, enumerated, ibid. His prefcience made much for 
Chrift’s comfort in his fufferings, 334. The word Father out of 
Chrift’s mouth, implies fome things relating to his frame towards 
God, and alfo fome things with refpect to the Father’s demeanour 
towards him, 334. fome of thefe things mentioned, #b, the reafons. 
why the Father was prefent with Chrift in his fufferings and lonely 
circumftanées, 336, and why he will be with his people in their 
~ fafferings and diftrefles, 336, 337. there was a twofold prefence of 
the Father with Chrift, 342. He is reproached by the world, 431. 
in what manner he is f0, 431, 432. 0 
Fear, flavifh fear ought to be avoided by all that ftand up valiantly for 
 Chrift, 185, has three great evils attending it, sbid. onght to be 
checked and guarded againtt, sbid. 
Fear of God, to whom the charaéter belongs, 95. a twofold kind of it, 
and affectuated by different means, ibid. i 
Fears, unbelieving ones checked, 746. ‘2 ; 
Fire, fometimes the Lord anfwers by it, 214. how fire from heaven may 
be known, ibid. it comes in a way of acknowledging God, burns 
up what is combuftable, fillsmen with zeal for God, and zealagainft 
- the falfe prophets, 214, 215. what ftrange fire is appearing in our 
day, ibid. ae A 
Flefh, what underftood by conferring with it, 442. not to be confulted 
with, iid, who conferred not with it, 443. why not to be confulted 
“with, ibid, the danger of doing fo, 444. the {pring of many evils, 
444, 445. what it doth not exclude, 446, reaches a reproof to feve- 
; nee Th 


ral forts of perfons, 447,—450. 


Foils, the true Ifrael of God meet with many i 


an identity and famenefs 


manifo wants, but ample fupply in Chrift, 
at d of comfort and encouragement, 380. de- 
‘oached by the world, 428. what fort of perfons are 

1. what marks of reproach are caft upon them; 

in and defpifethem, 434. 
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French king, carries’ a crucifix in his hat, and for what end, 476. 
' French proteftants, ‘a faying of théirs, ' Gnd UGE tad i 
' Friends, turned ‘fometimes to enemies, 716, a warning’ to cenforious 
_ ones, *bid, fometimes accufe falfly;’929.°0 °°" aes EN 
Friends of God; wheréin their happinefs lies, 311. who may be fo de. 


nominated, 341/ 
Froft and fnow, God’s power obferved therein, 727, 9 
Fruits, Chrift viewed as an apple-tree, bears many, 359, 366. fome of 
the qualities and effects of thele’ fruits, 366, 367. clofing with 
Chrift, and fitting down under his thadow, the only way to tafte of 
his fruits, 368. what thefe fruits are, 369, 370. how a perfon ‘may © 
get pofleffion both of the tree and the froik, ag. 
Fulneis, in Chrift there isa fulnefs of divinity, fufficiency, 
_ a fulnefs of all divine attributes, faving offices, indearing relations, 
.) graces, and bleffings, GPs Oy be aerate eS Pas 
 Fulnefs of bread, fometimes brings ruin upon places, 29. 
- Furnace, ftrongfaithinahotone, 714.0 0¢°«~C*~*~S 
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~ : ' ce D the conquered, yet conquering tribe, 132. the fignification of 
the name Gap, iJ. what kind of a tribe Gad was, 133,138. See 
| a2 Troop, v eoslor dpb) tetas Mege Besh ‘ 


Gates of death, the fick patient brought to them, and feafonably relieved 
by the great ranfomer, 723. a queftion concerning them, 729. ° 
Ge eration, fev little of God is in the prefent Chriftlefs one, 8. we ought 
~ to be faithful to the paft, prefent, and future generation, 187, the 
., imaginary pure ones found not wafhed from their filthinefs, 461. a 
defcription of fuch, ibid. a variety of particulars fetting forth, that 
there is fuch a generation of impure finners, not wathed from their 
pollution, 477-480. Acai eee 
Gentiles, their calling certain, 695, 696. brought in and married to 
_ Chrift, 748. God’s wifdom and fovereignty in calling them, 967. 
Giver, what kind of a giver Chrift is, 6 5. what fort of a gift he gives, 
5 ; _.¢ 66. in what refpedts he gave himfelf, and for whom, ibid. how we 
* Ls. ought to view this giver as giving himfelf for us, #5, a variety of re- 
4 {pedtsin which he gave himfelf, 71. every thing about him evidenceth 
“ie him to be a glorious giver, 71, 72. ate: 
oe Gladnefs, the church hath manifold grounds thereof in fad times, es, 
> what is the nature of that gladnef, 53+ who may particularly ap- 
_ ply thefe grounds of gladnefs, 61. , 
Glafgow, once famed for religion, and how it was evidenced 
now much degenerated, and how this appears, #bid, 
Glafs, Mr, John, turns independent, and is fufpended and depofed on 
-» the account thereof, 191. fome of his tenets, 190, 191. 
Glaffes, God has two that he looks'through, viz, the glafs of the law, 
and the glafs of the gofpel, g22, 
Glory, the glory of God is either eflential or declarative, 12. what both 
oo thefe are, zbid. no addition can be made unto his eflential glory ; 
©) yetitis our duty to glorify him atively, and publith his declarative 
. |. glory,-zbid. the brutal creation glorifies him paflively ; rational be- 
) ings, actively; and when they do fo, ib. itis his prerogative to glo- 
ovly tity, us, ibid. How and by what means we are to glorify God, 12. 
eae he is to be glorified with the whole:man, with our lives and actions, 

-\,.12,/13. what are the fpecial duties by which we are to glorify him, 

_ soo 43+ what that faith is which glorifies God, and how it does fo, ib. 
_. 0) what that repentance is which glorifies God, ibid. how both humi- 
~on Tity. and reformation glorify him, 13. the import of the expreffion, | 

Give glory to God, confidered both atively and objettively, 14. the 

| Motive inducing to this duty viewed, 1 5. who are reproveable for 

not glorifying him, 17.. his glory has been much darkened, ibid. 

Te the glorifying him the gre t and chief end of all his works, 18. whom 

it principally concetns to-do fo; ibid. how God and all his perfecti- 

_ , ons may be glorified, 19, motives to excite to the duty, ibid. in 

vt - what refpeéts we are toglorify him, 20, believers live a life of 

cs ou» glory in Chrift, 242. wherein that lies, #id. God’s glory to be con- 
~ _ dulted, 453.. is feen in the thunder and lightening, 727. 

t God, is in Chrift, 1; what he is out of Chrift to finners, viz. an angry, a 

_.  threatening,.a difhonoured, and diftant God, 2, he is in Chrilt > re- 

ad _ conciled, glorified,.a promifing and nearly aproaching God, ibid. 


» 148. 


T 


in -Chrift he comes near both gracioufly and relatively, 15, whatit 


_ oo) as of God that is in Chrift, even all the perfons of the.Godhead, and 
_ all the fulnefs of the Deity, 3, 4. how and in what manner’ God 

~~ was and is in him, 4. what of Chrift God is in, even in all his me- 
diatorial offices and undertakings,’ 4, 5. God is well-pleafed in him 
alone, 5.. this evidenced with reipeét to what he hath done to Chrift 


tures, 12. 
Ne 


Dao God as it relates to our happinei 
-manner of enjoying him, ibid, the reafon why all the glory of re- 


and efficacy, 4. | 
“both at the wicked and his own peop 
_ the natural and fpiritual man, 2 67. h 
_ pole, fertile of many precious fruits, 
» Works, &c.. work for his peoples ady 
" him confifts, and the ma: 


when he fpeaks to us by __ 
hi _ 


Te eri te, 
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fSand his honour, 171. a threefold 
deeming work is afcribed to um by Chrift, 1 43.. The difference be- 


tween the true and falfe God flat 


od. ftated, 180. « angerous to defpife his 
Chrift, caufe, and intereft, 183 
God, 209. has competitors that 


» cites witnefles to prove that he is 

pretend to his fovercignty, 210. 
has many both paffive’ und active witnefles, bid, claims a {pecial re- 
Jation to his faithful witneffes, 757.7, how he is witneffed for, 211. 
ftrange gods appearing on the field to compete with the true God, 


214, the trueGod may be known from his different ways of acting, 7b. 


he allows us to pofe him with queftions, and prefs him with demands, 
254. a great variety of thefe condefcended upon, 256,.the réafons 
of this condefcendency afligned, 261. heafks a number 0 queltions 

le, 263. his opinion both of 
. his free love, and gracious pur- 
300. all his attributes, words, 
' antage, 301. Wherein loye to 
anner how it is manifefted, 306. the branch 
on which it grows, and the root from whence it {prings, 306, 307. 
all his perfeétions engaged for the fecurity of his people, 308, builds, 
but does not deftroy his church, 320, 328. four things which he 
cannot do, 328. was prefént with Chrift, confidered as the Father, 
in the work of redemption, 330. in what manner he was fo, 231. 
is prefent alfo with his people, 332. much. comfort arifes from this, 
334. the reafons hereof afligned, 336, His prefence fills all wants, 
338. how communion with him may be known, 339. how living to 
him may be evidenced, 356. is overcome by the beauty of his peo- 
ples graces, and the efficacy of their prayers, 378. his difpenfati- 
ons towards them are of a humbling nature, 391. his hiding him- 
felfunder a cloud makes a great diltance between Chrift and the foul, 


401. ftill ground to juftify him when matters go not well with his 


church and people, 420, has two glaffes that he looks through, 422. 
orders the evil of affli@ion, and permits theevil of fin, 430. {poken 
againft by the world, 431. how perfons ought to confulrhim, 452. 
righteous in punifhing fin, 464. what is neceflary to union. and 
communion with him, 468. has many pleafant titles given him in 
{cripture, 513. is the juftifier of finners, 623. appears in extremity, 
703. what great things he did for Ifrael, i, his indignation againft 
Ifrael for their fins, 704. his great work in the kingdom of Chrift, 


_ and in his providence among men, 711. what great things he doth 


for thefe who humble themfelves under his chaftening hand, ibid. 


_ his ftooping to contend with men admired, and his pardoning mer- 
_ cy begged, 712. is jut in judging, iid. the foul’s complaint to 
. hin, 713. his wifdom unfearchable, ibid. may fuffer the wicked to 


Pprofper, bid. proofs of his power and wifdom in the works of 
creation and providence, 714,719. his providences towards men 
attended with great variety, 717. the benefit. of acquaintance 
with him, 71 8. his greatnefs, goodnefs, and holinefs evidencing the 
guiltinefs and impurity of men, 719. is infinitely above us, and not 
accountable to us, yet merciful both in what he hides and reveals, 
722, cannot be charged with injuftice, 723. his omnifcience per-_ 
ceives every fin, and his highnefs cannot be hurt by man’s wicked- 
nels, 724. his power irrefiftible, and juftified, though deaf to the 
cry of the oppreffed, ‘bid, his gracious defign in bringing. men un- 
der affliGion, ih, his favour in man’s fury, 


feverity towards his vineyard juftified, 744. and his care of it ma- 
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in its difpenfation, and ftrictly in itfelf, and fatth receiving it, 652. 
is no new law, but a joyful found of grace and mercy, 653. de- 
{eribed asa bundle of good news and gracious promifes, 654. : 

Gofpel-call, gives a right of accefs and warrant to plead the promife, 38. 
is tendered to all, 95,307- fome heights people come down from 
who anfwwer it, 385.. frequently renewed and repeated, 412, 421. 
the import of it, and why it is renewed, 415, 416. is both external 
and incernal, 425. fome properties of it, ibid. is prefled with the 
promite of folid and fure mercy, 740. a ; 

Gofpel-catechifm, a fhort one for young Chriftians, 645. 

Gofpel-church, its firlt erection oppoled. by all the powers of darknefs, 
437. fill upheld by God, iid. the glory, peace, and piety of it 
in the latter days, 743. its enlargement and fafety, 748. See Church. 

Gofpel-compulfion, ror. all the fervants of Chrift vefted with it, 102.~ 
whom they are warranted to compel, 103. the nature and import 

_ of this compulfion,. ibid. is not outward, but inward; not magifte- 
rial, but minifterial; not carnal, but fpiritual; not natural, but 
gracious; not legal, but. evangelical, 103, 104. -what power and 
authority is imported in this compulfion, 104. the end and defign 
of itis to believe in Chrift, 105. the import of it pea up, ineight 
particulars, 105, 106. the reafons of it enquired into, 106. what) 
arguments fhould be ufed to intorce it, If. 

Gofpel-do&rine, whence fo much corrupted, 445. 20 enemy to holinefs, 

"452s the great tendency of it, 503. the only means of converting 

finners, 595. See Doctrine. ee aN? 

Gofpel-feaft, the price of it, 764. ; 

Golpel-freedom, the more of it from the law as a covenant, the more 

~ holy conformity to it as a rule, 591. : 

Gofpel-grace, of a humbling nature, 391. is f{urmounting grace, 405. 
gives no liberty nor freedom to fin, but to holy fervice and pure 
obedience, 592. abufed by Antinomians, 593. 

Gofpel-humiliation, founded on faith’s view of the divine pacification, 81. 

’ the nature and ground of. this humiliation, $2. feveral ingredients 
in it, ssid. the {pring thereof is God’s being pacified, 84. the con- 
nexion between humiliation and reconciliation, or the influence the 

tion, 86, sit 

Gofpel-market, may properly be called a down-coming 

Gofpel-means, to be diligently ufed, but not 

Gofpel-minilters, denominated the fervants of Chrift-and church,.. 102 

_ this doth not detract from their minfterial office, mor.is it in itfelf 
any flavery, ibid. fuppofes {uitable abilities, and a call to-exercife 
them, both external and internal, 102, 103. what God fays to eve- 

_ ry one of them, 148. what their meflage to finners ought to be; 
167. arguments and encouragements to avoid legal {train of doctrine, 

- $93. ought to endeavour the finner’s match to Chrift with gofpel- 

se -mMeans, 595. See Miniffers. 

Gofpel-miniftry, fhould be welcomed by finners, 97. the power and ef- 
ficacy of tt, 109. Shi ytd 

Gofpel-myftery,. the great one verfified and paraphrafed, 770. 

Golpel-offer, to whom made, 1o1, 307. gets various entertainment, IOI. 

Gofpel-perfection, wherein it confilts, 484. what it implies, 485. 

Gofpe}-preacher, his office and duty, 596. 


_one has upon the other, ibid. an evidence of true gofpel-humilia- 
‘a Tilly’ 


one, 3 91. 


Gofpel-preaching, the great defign is to level felf-conceit, and advanéé 
» golpel-purity, 505. a 
Gofpel-purity, the nature, qualities, neceflity, and excellency of it, 466. 
~~" the difference between gofpel and legal purity, 467. wherein it is 
"+ rooted, 480, what are the fruits and effects of it, 481. it confilts of 
__ two parts, habitual and a@ual, 482. what is the perfection of it, 
"484. what are the means of it, 487. what is the great end of it, 
488» tends to the glory of God, the honour of Chrilt, the credit of 
~~ the gofpel, and the good of ourfelves and others, 494. See Purity. 
Gofpel-remedy,, fkilfully applied, the belt relief to a fick foul, 723. 
Gofpel-repentance, what the two fprings of it are, 21, 
Gofpel-revelation, thefe who enjoy a clear one, may yet 
* conduct of flefh and blood,: 459... ' 


Gofpel 


a 


refted in, 307, 598, 599 


be under the 


=, a 


iN D EX 


the matchlefsnature of it, 86. grace in the foulfrequently foiled by 
troops of corruption, 133. increafed in his children by being exer- : 
cifed, 152. covenanted grace for covenanting work, 220. the mar- ; 
yellous nature of the grace of God, im providing a fuitable remedy 
- for fuch difmal maladies of finners, 235. wherein thebeliever’s life . 
of grace confifteth, 242, what change it makes, 247. Chrift is the 
fpring, root, and fountain of it, ibid, what fituation finners are in 
when grace firft reaches them, 278. the children of grace have 
much need to rely on the words of grace} 420. faith’s view of the | 
freedom of grace makes a perfon renounce their own righteoufneds, | 
- and clofe with Chrift, 589. . divine grace the only means of con- 
verting finners, 595 . God praifed for his electing, regenerating, and 
redeeming grace, 769... growth in grace recommended; 772. 
Graces, of the Spirit, a proper teft to-try their genuine nature, 174. are 
a part of Wifdom’s pleafant way, 514. adefcription of Chrift by 
»~ his graces, 686. Chrift hheweththe graces of the church, 688 692: 
Grave, reft and repofe in it, 710. the common receptacle of all, sid.” 
death and the grave the faints familiars, 715. a fong of triumph 
over the grave, 769. 


Ligh iy 
we ER 4 
i oF 


Sail eee te est, eng ni 


ABAKKUK, God intimates to him the deftruétion to be brought | 
upon Babylon, 559. the effect this had upon him, ‘o/z. it makes 
him tremble, and fet him to his prayers, #id. his prayer and plea, — 
on this occafion, is mercy, 559. his whole prayer verfified, 758. 
the confidence of his faith, 759. 9 ce tare tips MI es 2: 
Hail and fnow, treafures of them in referve for times of calamity, 730. 
Hamilton, Mr, Alexander, an elegiac poem tohis memory, 784.0 
Hannah, her fong of thankfgiving to God, 9oGiiy it) Cait pres 
Happinefs, the famts and faithful for God fhall only fhare thereof, 190. ae 
the friends and lovers of God the only happy perfons, 311. the hap- see 
pines that awaits the godly, 716. and all faithful fufferers for 
Chrift, 774. Fash alo bile sneane emia taaag 
Harmony, that which fubfifts between the law and the gofpel, 6a 5 Rae 
between juttification and fandification, 656. between faith’ and © i : 
fenfe, 658s, cu; ooctieteze. 42 Sete Samy ont Oana AOutih se 
Hawk and eagle, their difpofition and manner of living, 733. =" 
Hearing of faith, wherein it confifteth, 232, i Aye oe thlO x 
‘Heart, the impiety and pollution of it evinced, 475. it is the dire& op- 


oa 


ial ty ¢ pofite of God’s holy law, 640. ohaby to eb aU eos Cg ae 
Heaven, pofed and prefled with queftions and demands, 254: this piece os 
of condefcendency evinced by-an induction of particulars, 255, 256. i 


Some of thefe queftions mentioned God allows hispeople to afk at him- 
felf, 256. avariety propounded that he permits us to’afk him con- 
~~ cerning his fons, and the work of his hands, 258. how and where- 
in he allows himfelf to be commanded, 259. ‘the reafons of all this 
amazing condefcendency, afligned, 261. what {piritual bleflings we 
ought to pofe Heaven for, 264. cautions to’be obferved in this mat- 
ter, ibid. fome queftions to be avoided, being ‘irregular as to the 
‘matter of them, 265. irregularity.as to the manner of afking to be 
fhunned, 266. Heaven’s verdict both of the natural and fpiritual, 
man, 267. what demands Heaven may be preéfled with, 268. who _ 
have a right to make fuch demands, 369. the moft fuccefsful way 
' of doing it, #sid. The reafon why.fin excludes men from heaven, 
463. what is the greateft ftep towards it, 499. the work and con-__ 
tention of it, 660, heaven is defirable; and earth defpicable, 661. 
ftrength from Heaven promifed, 746. of the new heaven and new 
, earth, 776. heayena glorious and holy flate, id. 
Heights, fome of thefe mentioned.from which finners come down in the . 
day of effectual vocation, 382;—396.. See Effetual Calling. 
Help, Ifrael’s help is in God, 21, 30. remarks opening up the nature of 
it, 31. none can help the guilt and power of fin but God, ‘ibid : 
Henry, Mr. Matthew, his fentiments of the Song’of Solomon, 665. of 
the hundred and nineteen Plalm, 750, -.2 2° wy 
Hezekiah, his fong of praife to God, when his life-was prolonged, 746. ‘ 
Holinefs, how it glorifies God,.14. we ought to live under alesisicion is 
of the neceflity of it, 132. the excellency of it pointed out, 464. 
hefe 


-. thofe who are exercifed thereto, 492. © Benes 
> guiltinefs and im- _ 
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gofpel-humiliation; 86. how we may arrive at due humiliation, 87. 
daily matter for it, 138. we have much ground for it before God, 
463% ery ne . ? * y 4 
-Humiliation-day, the proper work thereof, 86. ; 
Hunter, the Rev. Mr. John, the firft probationer licenfed by the Affociate 
'» Prefbytery, 101. ordained minifter in thé united congregations of 
Morbottle and Stitchel, #bid. his ordination-fermon, ibid. he dies, 
not having been four complete months ordained minifter, idid,. an 
appendix to his ordination-fermon, direéted to his congregation, in 
which there is an account of his amiable qualities and minifterial 
endowments, 113. he was 4 burning and fhining light, and his gifts 


ud -; 


teckoned fimilar to thefe of the great and eminent Mr, Samuel Ru- . 


_ ‘therford, é#/d. two eonfiderations to alleviate exceflive grief on ac- 

“count of his death; 114: advices tendered to his flock on,the me- 

“lancholy occaiion of his deceafe, 115,118. itis not at all ftrange 

° that minifters thould die as well'as others, 115. two reafons why 

“they may be ealled off quickly, #d, two finful caufes. that may 

ful minifters, #bid, a vight improvement 

~~ “fhould be made of the death of faithful ones, 115. a fixfold 

"- ftudy recommended for this purpofe, 16. fix amiable excellencies, 

“worthy of imitation, in this faithful paftor, 117, fome of his laft 
“Swords, iid. his epitaph, 118, 


* gy 


Hufband, the children of God have amatchlef one; 426. heiswonder- - 


= 


~_* fal ina fivefold refpe&, i. an invitation to all to embrace him, 427. 


‘Hymns, one hundred feleét ones from the book of Job, 709. See Songs. 
Hypocrify, a deltrudtive and defolating fin, 27. _ By 
Hypocrites, live upon themfelves and their duties, 42. many of them 
_ abounding, 206,467. how they may be known, 467. the difference 

ha hei edn lien an believers, 505. how the impretfions made upon 


' them/and believers differ, 529. the difference between their joy and 


~~ delight, 530. “hypocrites hope vain and vanithing, 7 12, their hopelefs 
“ i ftate, 720. the terrible dome of fuch as rebel againft the rod, 725. 
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_ telle@tual one of him as God-man, warrantable, 389, 390. 
“Atity, ~Chrift’s identity and famenefs pointed out, 176, 177+ 


Ignorance, of God and Chrift, a deftrudtive fin, 28, 459, the fource of all 


". the profanity and ungodlinefs that prevails in the world; 459. 
Illumination, neceflary to faith, 76. it istwofold, external and inter 


- 232, ‘45 4- ‘the nature and qualities of an internal one, 45.4545 Se 


‘4s very glorious 456, ‘has both a moral and phyfical influence to 
‘prevent carnal confiltation, 456, 457, “ah oict 
Immateriality and immortality of the foul, in many inftances, 722. 
ImmOrality, how evidenced by many, 476... as 
Tmmutability, Chrift’s immutability evinced, 177. is immutable in his 
~~ “effence, attributes, mediatorial offices, Sc. 177, 178. the neceflity 

“ _ of knowing and believing this, efpecially in fhaking times, 178, 179. 
Impiety, the wicked hardened in it-by their profperity, 717. 
Impréflions, the believing foul favoured with pleafant ones, 529.\ what 

. thefe are, and the qualities of them, ibid. 
Improvement of Chrift, fhould accompany a commendation of him, 367, 
~ “wherein it confifts, Zid. to be improven in every cafe,..368,. 


‘ed from it, 476. 
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Incarnation, the myftery of the Redeemer’s, pointed Out, 645.04 
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ACOB, on his death-bed, emits predictions concerning each tribe, 1 32. 
the fignification of that concerning Gad.opened up, 1 33+ fomethi 
exprefled both for their humiliation and confolation, ibid, 
Jchoyah, the various adjunds of it enumerated, and their fignification 
pointed out, 609. ae 
Jeremiah, the occafion, ufe, and original compofure of his Lamentati« 
ons, 750. the whole of them verfified, 750,757. He laments the 
_ mifery of Jerufalem, and makes his complaint unto God,'y $23 753. 
Jerulalem, who were the conftituent members of the ecclefiaftical court 
_ held there, 105... her walls rebuilt that had gone toruin, 198, 
the manner in which it was done, and by whom. oppofed; zbid. the 
different effect this affair had both upon the favourers of the build- 
_ ing, and the oppofers thereof,:201, . Her miferable flate, by rea- 
_ fon of fin, bitterly bewailed, 750. the complaineth of her calamities, 
_ folicites commiferation, and confefleth God’s judgments to be righ- 
-teous, 751. Jeremiah bewaileth her mifery, taking notice of the an- 
ger of the Lord as the procuring caufe of it, 752. her pitiful cafe, 
_| .. through famine and facking, 755... 
Jefhurun, his ingratitude and fin, oq. ; 
Jews, their fin, in crucifying the Lord of glory, the greateft fin, $1. 
rebuild the walls of Jerufalemin Nehemiah’s time, 198. how this was 
_done, and what obftructions they met with, ibid. the effe& this had 
_upon the witneffes of the tranfaction, 201, they malicioufly perfe- 
cute Chrift, 229. reproach him in his perfon and doétrine, 431. 
_ God’s wifdom and fovereignty in their rejection, 767. I 
Job, obfervations pointing out the time when he lived, where he refided, 
and the manner in which he wrote, 709. a poem, fhewing that his 
writings contain abundance of fuitable matter for poetical compoli- 
tions, bid. a variety of facred hymns feleéted from his book, 710. 
his warning to his centorious friends, 716. folemnly maintains his 
integrity againft their fale accufations, 420. is challenged by God, 
728. a variety of queftions propounded ‘to him for his huniiation, 
ibid. his humble fubmiffion, 733. his unjuft complaints filenced, i}. 
his confeflion and petition, with his deep humiliation, which made 
_- way for his remarkable exaltation, 736. 
- John the Baptift, his office and work, 763... ' 
Jointure, the believer has a very ample one, 601—612. See Believer. 
Pash, bis prayer, when in the fith’s belly, verfified, 758. 
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RS J udicatories, civil and ecclefialtical, fall fometimss heavy upon the Ifrael 


of God, 133, 290, ,322,—326. he 
Judicatories, church ones in Scotland, refufe to adopt a teftimony for 
, > truth, 28. many of their acts. void and null, as being againit the 
truth, 104. all her judicatories, fupreme and fubordinate, againft 
the witnefles of God; 127. grievoufly opprefs the fervants and peo- 
ple of the Lord, 143. more ready to draw the fword againft the 
friends, than the enemies of Zion, 205. i & 
Judging, that which is rafh condemned, 716, 


Judgment, the general one,+the neceflity thereof, 4363 what effect the 


confideration of it fhould have upon finners, 743. the dead not a- 
wakened till that day, 714. ) Pi if 
Judgment, temporal, what good effec turning to God hath when it is 
«determined, 16. figns of the approaching thereof, 19, few will e- 
{cape when it.comes, 93. God has juft caufe for arifing to it, ibid. 
doth not fpecify the. precife time of his coming, with the reafons 
thereof, ibid. 
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the pleafure arifing from natural knowledge is great; but that-arif- 
ing from {fpiritual and experimental, far preferable, 514. all confum- 
mate knowledge is only in God,713,allknowledge derived from him, 
i, true knowledge,only acquired by grace,not by age or learning, 7 22. 
Knowledge of God and Chrift, the view thereof loft by the fall, 177. 
the excellency and neceflity thereof, 460. 
Knox, Mr, John, his prayer terrified Mary, queen of Scotland, 137. 
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.. ADDER, the meaning of that one Jacob gota difcovery of, 488. 
‘Lamb, matter of comfort toll his followers, 139. the efficacy of his blood 
to wafh away fin, 465. what kind of a fountain his blood is, 471. 
praifed by the church for opening the fealed book, 773. the fong of 
Mofes and the Lamb, 775. 1 
Lamentations, ufes of, viz. over the melancholy fituation of matters in 
Scotland, 27. that there is fo little purity, and fo much impurity, 
472. that there is fuch a love to the world and the vanities of it, 557. 
Land, when a ftorm may be known to be approaching upon a land, 89. 
Law, the difference between the law of works, and the law of grace, 45. 
how the believer acts towards it, confidered as a:covenant of works 
and a rule of duty, bid. what the law difcovers to the finner, 74. 
. the ufevof its precepts, 75. what the faith of the law is, 214. the 
difference between God’s voice in the law, and Chrift’s voice in the 
ofpel, 232. the law ufually made ufe of in a fabferviency to the 
gofpel, id. the law as arule of holinefs to be ufed fairly and evange- 
lically, 497. how this may be done, 497, 498. many deficient here- 
in, ibid, The more gofpel-freedom from the law as a cove- 
nant, the more holy conformity to it asa rule, 591. Law and 
gofpel carefully to be diftinguifhed, 594. the believer’s principles 
concerning the law, 647;—661, the myftery of the law, 647. the dif- 
ference between the law and the gofpel, in many inftances, 405, 650. 
their harmony pointed out in a variety of particulars, 651. the pro- 
per place and ftation of thelaw and gofpel, both more generally, 
and more particularly viewed, 652. 
-Law-work, fome part of it is neceflary, 464, 471, 586. when a perfon, 
by-itj may be faid to get a faving fight of the pollution of fin, 464. 
See Law-work, Vol... 
Leading of the Spirit, how it may be known, 356. See Spirit. ; 
Legal {pirit, the danger of it, 385, 584. the fad effects of it even in he- 
lievers, 589. by it men confound affiftance with acceptance, and 
the marks of faith with the grounds thereof, 385, 585. a cauti- 
on to all againft a legal {pirit, 592, it is the rootof many damnable 
errors, $93. ta ; 
Legalifts, deny and darken. the gofpel of God, 213. diftinguifh not 
between their own and God’s righteoufnefs, 613: 

Leviathan, a particular ‘defeription of the refpéective parts of one, 735. 

Libertines, -wretchedly deceive themfelves, sor. 

Lies and calumnies refuted,°720. 

Life, a crown of life to be! conferred on all the ‘faithful, 188. the cer- 
tainty of this,.and- on what accounts conferred, 189, 190. very 
few will obtain it,-becaufe few are faithful, 190, the children of God 
have a twofold life of Chrift, viz; relative life, confifting in a. life 
of juftification, removing the fentence and curfe of the law, recon- 

.-eiling us to God, and taking away the'curfe of all temporal plagues, 
231.3; and a real fpiritual life, the contrivance of God; the pur- 
chafe of the Son,and-the alone work of the ‘Holy Ghoft, which 
confifts in a fpiritual change upon the foul, a deliverance from the 
power of fin, and having a new heart and anew Spirit, anda re- 
ftoration of all that we loft in'‘Adam,; #b7d. the ufaalmethod where- 
by dpiritual life is conveyedsinto the-dead foul, viz. ‘by hearing the 

. .woice of the Son of-God, 232. the'impert hereof, “atid remarks con- 
cerning it, 232, 233. The certainty of the conveyance of {piritual 
life,-233;238, 239. how we'are to:go‘to Chrift for it, 235. what 
ground there is to hope for it, zbid; ‘evidences of thefe’ who have 
been raifed to fpiritual life, 237, . Phe béft fecurity for the bett life, 

» g41.-/The Chriltian’s life compofed of divine’ paradoxes, ibid. a 
thort account of his life and death, #bid. “in what refpeéts he may 
be faid:to be dead, ib7d> has-a thréefold life in. Chrift; v7z-a life of 
_joftification, fanctification, aad glory; 242. wherein all thefe pro- 

« <perly confit, and in what refpects they differ from each other, zbid, 

» -thislife is:a hid life, both-in' point: of fecrecy and fafety, 242, 243. 
at is wholly hid fromthe world, ints fubjeét, means, actings, pri- 
vileges, and comforts, #¢, it-is\partly hid‘from’ believers ‘them- 
felves, through the remainders of fin, ‘temptations of Satan, pref- 
fares of affliction, and partial defertion, 243" yet it is ftill in fafety, 
being hid: with ‘Chrift, ##¢, in’ what refpe& it is hid with Chrift, 
wiz, in refpett of indiffolvable union, fafe cuftody, federal fecuri- 

“ty, and mediatorial ‘relation, 2435-244. it'is hid with Chrift as he 
is the Lordof it, the purchafer of it, the root of it, and their re- 

» oprefentative, andthe pririce ‘of life; 2/7. 4t is not only hid with 

. Chrift, but with Chrift in-God, 24/4, what'kind ofa life this'is, viz. 

» «) a lifewofacceptance with God,’ union to’him, and dependance upon 

iu himvy alife-of fuch-dignityand glory as-Chrift isadvanced'to, of fuch 
perfect fecurity and flability as Chrift lives; of fuch reft arid happinefs 

as Chtiftenjoys, offuch permanency and duration as Chrift’slife is, of 

io «ofuch unfpeakable néarnefs ‘to God asthe'lifeof Chriftis; ‘being of 
him;-as the efficientcaufe ; through’ himiy as the difpofing and con- 

=» derving:caufe ;»to him, as the final-catfey ‘and in him, as the ma- 
terial caufe, 244, 245, how God! ‘isto be‘underftood* here, when 
contradiftinguifhed from Chrift, 245. the believer’s life bears fome 
refemblance to Chrift’s, 246. has hidden provifion to fupport it, i. 
how a.perfon may be perfuaded that he has ity 246, 247, 248. the 
duty of thefe: who want-this life, pointed. out; 247. motives to’en- 

=: eogage.them to feek it, and directions*how to obtaim it, ibd) the'du- 
ty of thefe who have this life, 248, 253: evidences of.a life’hid with 
Chrift in God, 2 485 249) 252.-/ the new /covenant: of ' promiife, ‘a 

» glafsiwhere this life may be feen:hid “with: Chrift in the bofom ° of 


God; the-blefling,»fealy.and decrée of God; im the relations he. 


~ # omtadds into God, and that. God: ftands:intovhim,: in the favour, wil- 

- » Se domyholinefs,mercy,and other attributesof Gods:250, 25't. grounds 

-» 1s ofsconfolation to fich who have it, 253525 4.° “The origin; nature, 
fiiv-x i Sota 


bi aR nia- ORs ;¥4 rab imor’ ho Of daha SOAS > epee aaa 
‘ROR YOR OR FER Dati: Ae B&O TSS Bi 5 ae ee 
Ge Ae. OS SL. CS ; Siete Tose adi DEK. 20m 


ae. , 


CMD ELX 


and iffue of.human life, 714. the time of it fhort, forrowful, finful, 
and limited, 712, 714, death puts a period to it, and frees from 
the calamities thereof, #14. béing once Bone, returns not, ibzd. 

Light in darknefs; or, God’s favour in man’s fury, 725. a queftion re- 
lative to the place and path of darknefS, 730. 

Lightening and thunder, clouds and rain, by ‘what facred counfels di- 
rected, and by whofe orders emitted, 730. 

Lions and ravens, amply provided for, 732. 

Lionefs, her behaviour towards her young, 235. 

Lives, the pollution of them, pointed out, 475. 

Living to God, a branch of fanttification, 356. how it may be known, ib. 

Lord, his coming to punifh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniqui- 
ty, isa good motive for his people to fly into their chambers, 93. 
his coming out of his place to punifh men, is a very terrible thing, 
and very few will efcape, ibid. has juft caufe to punifh when he a- 
rifes, 94. heaven and earth will join with him in condemning the 
wicked, idid, the precife time of his coming to judgment, not fpe- 
cified, and the reafons thereof, ibid, he is privy to all Satan’s temp- 
tations, 154. why he ftriatly obferves all his defigns, ibid. calls all 
his followers to honourable work, 204, fometimes anfwers his peo- 
ple by fire from heaven, 214. He avouches his profefling people, 
-220, the nature of this pointed out, ibid. the matter of this engag- 
ment, in and through Chrift, is to make us a peculiar.and holy 
people, ibid. the folemnity thereof, 224. permits his people to afk 
him queftions, and prefs him with demands, 254,—269. It is his 
work to rebuild, bit not to deftroy his own temple, 320,—328. 
four things which he cannot do, 328, the folly of thefe who re- 
proach his way, 437. their miferable condition, ibid, His praife 
celebrated for his own excellence, and extolled for his wonderful 
works, 702. his pattern of prayer verfified, 762. See God, Chrif?. 

Lord’s people, have many confederate forces to engage with, 137. thefe 
confederate powers may be conquering ones, ibid, called to be 
witnefles for God, 209. by what means they are to do fo, 211. the 
import of it, 211, 212. their whole witnefling work fummed up 
in witnefling that the Lord is God, 212, 213. they are related to 
God, and lovers of him, 309. favoured with his prefence, 332. this 
affords much comfort, 334. why privileged with his prefence, 336. 
advices tendered to them, 411. the rod of correction may be very 
fevere upon them, 491. See Believers. ; 

Lord’s table, who are debarred from it and invited toit, 279, 340, 341. 
See Table. 

Lofles, of whatever kind, fhould be thankfully received, 7i0. 

Love, the giving love of Chrift, 62. what kind of a giver he is, 65. in 
what manner he gave himfelf, ibid. a variety of refpeéts in which 
his love is evidenced to be a giving love, 71. how he gives to, and 
what of himfelf he gave'for his people, 72. why his love is a giv- 
ing love, ibid. in what capacity we are to view ourfelves when ap- 
plying the giving love of Chrift, viz. as a finner, and a chief fin- 
ner, 79. in what capacity we are to view Chrift, in order to this 
applying att, 80. The love of the Father in fending, and Chrift 
in coming, to recover undone finners, is very wonderful, 146, 337. 
love was the {pring that'moved him to make us conquerors, 78. 
is of wonderful power and efficacy, #bid. the veltemedty or the 
faint’s love to Chrift, 694, 695. The excellency and preference of 
love,:768, 769. 

Love of God in Chrift, two-fold, viz. of deftination and approbation, 
75. the nature of each, and their refpective objects, ibid. God’s 
love in fending Chrift, to fave loft finners, admirable, 146. not al- 
ways.a fign of the love of God, to obtain what we afk of him, 162. 
God’s free love productive of many precious fruits, 300, appears 
wonderful in the work of redemption, 337. what kind of a love 
God’s love is, 339. : 

Love of Chrift, the nature of it, and what it is accompanied with, 64. 
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terminates on this objec, /ove, 360.., what this act fuppofes,*and the 
manner how it operates, id, they are.alfo confidered from the im- 

“; Mediate branch.on which this love gnows, ébid.. the reafons why all 
- things fhall work together for their good, 508, the fuitableneis and 


_, connexion between the character of ;being. lqvers-of God, \and the , 
~ privilege of having all things avyorking together: for ‘their good, . 


pointed out, 309. the happinefs of the lovers of God, ,311.. eviden- 
.ees.of thofe who are thus privileged, ibid, -perfons,may know if 
'~ they be lovers of God by taking a view of the object, nature, qua- 
lities, {pring, means, and root of it, 312, 313. tour evidences of 
this affigned, 314. dikes t Spree 154 

Lukewarmnels in religion, a defolating and-deftroyingfin, a7)) 
Lufts, finful men arc captives to divers:lults, 169. how liberated there> 

“from, ibid, how they ought to be repelled and fubdued, 476. 


Luther, got what he pleafed of God in prayer, 263., adaying of his con-. 
‘f PK ing falvation, 277. neyer tempted to covetou{nels, gor. afay- 
“Oi ig of his co bag y : 2, & 
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meerning a monk, 557... 
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r of the fword, 437. he has long fubfifted, ibid. 
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_. 719. fometimes brought tothe gates of death, and feafonably reliev- 

nee ed. 723- his wickednefs cannot hurt God’shighnefs, 724. God’s 

r fooping to contend with him admired, and his favour in man’s fu- 

tea one in ecard : 

_ Mankind, the reafon why God treats them both with judgment and mer- 
“cy, 471. place their happinefs where it never was, 556. 

Manton, Mr. Thomas, a quotation from him concerning judging the 
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Marriage, a myfterious one 


“the bride’s conditi 


\ their hufband ftands'in all amiable and endearing relations to them, 

y  OOZe. poffefs manifold: benefits in virtue of their relation, 605. the 
| myfterious nature of their fate and exercife, 613. their lodging 

_ ‘while on earth, and their exercife therein, 638, their foliloquy on 

_ “earth, and their profeffed principles, 640,—661... 

_ Marriage-umion to Chrift, how it may be known, 480. _ 

Martyrs, fome of the laft words of two of them, 58. a woman endow- 

_ ed with the fpirit of one, 138. ° ae eee 

/ Mary, the bleffed virgin, her fong of thank{giving, 762. 

4 Mary, queen of Scotland, more afraid of Mr, Knox’s prayers, than x. 

‘ on an army of ten thoufand men, EU Sane aad aes 

“Match, Chrift is the beft one for finners, 183. in what refpect he is fo, 5. 

‘Maxims, many have falfe ones concerning God, Chrift, ourfelves, and 

oe teligon,* 385.0 Sie gs Seaman 
“Mazzaroth, Job queftioned concerning him and his courle, 731. 

- ‘Means, all things being of God is a ftrong motive for the ufe of them, 
Heist ‘122. “great encouragement ‘to ue the means, without refting upon 
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_ «yekinds of it mentioned; 564. 


129. they are neither to be neglected, carelefly performed, 


, e Son, con ered, as God, Sei 
the means by. 
bid. is not on- 
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* atime; 561. ‘fin-pardoning and foul-hedling mereyisnedded, 561. 
+) the blefledeffects that accompany both, 562, the import of the Lord’s 
remembering mercy, bid. when the Lord may be {aid to remember 
it, viz. when he has thoughts of it, f{peaketh words of, and doth 

(, ads of mercy, 562, what is contained in the plea of faith, pleading 
that God would remember mercy, 563. the plea is, that he would 
remember the place, ground, channel, covenant, dignity, objects, 
qualities, kinds, dc, of mercy, 563, 564. fome of the qualities and 
when or how the Lord may be faid to 


»-femember mercy in the midft of wrath, ibid, the feafonablenefs and 


.» Peafonablenefs of the duty pointed out, 565. the: prefent time a fea- 
fonable time for-it, ibid, 


the plea of mercy (lands good againft all 
diicouragements, 566. it may be pled in the face of old’and great 
py fins, prefent guilt and indifpofition; angry difpenfations, great un- 
> worthinefs, Gc.'566. what pleading for mercy excludes and fuppofes, 
567. thofe who never pled mercy exhorted todoit, i, advices ten. 
| »,'dered to the pleaders of it, 567, 568. for whom mercy is to plead, 
567. the Lord fometimes fhews mercy to his people in terrible ways, 
568, 569. in what cafes and for what reafons he doth 10,569,570. 
_ God’s pardoning mercy begged, 7 12. his-faving mercy praiféd, 770. 
Mercy of God, all of it to be feen in Chrif, 6, 4. itis abfolutely free and 
/» fovereign, 31, 599.4 view of it by faith will reconcile.our heart to 
God, 130. and further the finner’s faith unto falvation, 599. 
Mercies, temporal, morning and evening ones to be acknowledged, 743, 
Mercies of the Lord; temporal and fpiritual, work for the good of the 
. children of God, 302. are matter and ground of praife, 744. 
Mercy-feat, the place where God delights to dwell,'93. and from it dif- 
penies mercy to finners, 559, Hie See DOM ise Bie, Kore 
Meflengers of God, to be confulted in the matter: of God, 4 by ee 
Medfias, Chrift’s being the true one confirmed,. 344. witnefies in heaven, 
and witnefles on earth adduced for the proof hereof, side — 
Minifters, denominated the fervants of Chrift and his church, to2. this 
fervice is not a flavery, but honourable, fhid. this officesfuppofes 
fuitable abilities and qualifications, viz. a tock of gifts, graces, learn- 
ing, and experiences, ibid. and it imports a divine’ call to exercife 
them, ébid. this divine call is either imediate, fuch as the apottles 
had; or mediate, fuch as all minitters thould have, bid, this medi- 
ate call is twofold, either outward, by the church, (including both 
the judgment of the elderfhip or pre{fbytery, and the ele@tion of the 
congregation) ; or inward by the Spirit of God, qualifymg, quick- 
ening, and inclining them to improve- thefe talents, 102 
both the external and internal call neceflary, 103. their meflage 
void without it, 147. how they are to exercife their talents, 103. 
what authority they have to do fo, 104. their duty and-work, 1i0. 
fometimes exalt themfelves above, and {catter the heritage of God, 
139. how to know thefe that are fent of God, 1 48. what their mef- 
fage ought to be, 167. called to be faithful for God, 190. are the 
inftrumental fathers of all thofe whom the Lord blefles their'mini- 
_., firy to, 430. muft look upon their converts asthe children ‘of God, 
ébid. what is the belt antidote againit corruption in minifters, 461, 
Minilters of the go!pel; what fhould be their great theme, 10. bound to 
give glory to. God by afferting his truths, 18, 32. what is the con- 
duct of the moft part of thefe in Scotland, 28. are to be fufpended 
and depofed, . by aéts of aflembly, when they {peak not to the fitu- 
ation of the times, 57, their duty in time of public calamity, 92. 
are to give an account to Chrift, relating to their minifterial commif- 
fion; 101. what that commiffion is, and the defign of it; 101,147. 
what minifterial power and authority they are vetted with, ror, 102. 
this power is to be’ exercifed either jointly, in judicatories, by mak- 
ing laws for the good of the church, exercifing acts of difcipline 
_and government, adminiftring cenfures, dc 104. or it is to be ex- 
ercifed /eparately, viz. both generally, in the adminiftration of word 
and facrament; and alfo particularly, by inftructing, exhorting, 
_ Feproving, dc. 103. the greatnefs and extent’ of his power, 108. 
they muift lay their account with oppofition, 109. mutt die as well 
_ asothers, and there are two cafes'wherein they may be called off ve- 
Ty quickly, 115. two finful caufes why this may take pace, ibid. 
_ their removal ought to be rightly improven; and how this fhould be 
) done, #bid. an amiable character of one, 1147. how and for what 
end faithful minitters are fent into the world, 1 47. what regard ought 
to be paid them, 148. all ought to receive and entertain their mef- 
“Mage, ibid. they are denominated watchmen, and ought to watch 
» , over fouls carefully, and neither be deaf nor dumb, 13, what 
_..Mneflage they bring, 167. are to. make. a zealous appearance for 
God, though they fhould be condemn he world for it, 190. 
_ arguments and encouragements to excit avoid a legal ftrain 
of doétrine, and endeavour to. mate 
means, 593. oug 
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145. his prophecy of Chrift,.1.46. his fong when the'Ifraclites were 
delivered out of the hands, of the Egyptians, 702. his prophetical 
fong, fetting forth God’s mercy and judgment, -703. his lait words 
verlified, 705, 
Motives, viz. to excite to come down to Chrift, 304. to feek after gofpel- 
purity, 494. See Exhortation. 
Motto, what the apoftle Paul’s was, and what the Chriftian’s fhould be, 218. 
Moulin, ‘a quotation from him concerning the french proteftants, | 5'1. 
Mountains overleaped; or, Chrift’s coming to his‘people, 396, the nature 
and kinds of thefe mountains of diftance and feparation; 400. eight 
of thefe mountains condefcended upon, ‘bid. the qualities of them 
mentioned, 4o1. are utterly impaflible, 402: what is to be learn- 
from hence, ibid. the import of his coming leaping on the moun- 
tains and fkipping on the hills, 402, 403: advices tendered 'to all 
the Lord’s people who have {een him leaping on the mountains, 410. 
Multitudes, the weaknefs of the argument taken-therefrom, 546..°< 
Murderer, who may be reckoned their own murderers, 22. bloodfhed 
brings deftruGtion upon nations and cities, 29. Pa 
Myftery of faith, to be held in a pure confcience, 196. 
Myfteries, various ones concerning the faints,. 613, ~636. 
their pedigree, life, {tate, frame, work, warfare, fins, forrows, Ge. 
613,—617. in the various actings of their fhith,.618, about flefh and 
fpirit, liberty and bondage, life and-death, 621. ‘of free jultificati- 
on through Chrift’s obedience, 622. concerning Godthe juftifier, 623. 
of fanétification imperfed in‘this' life, 625: of-the various names 
given to the faints and church of God,‘ 626. of the famts old and 
new man, 628. of Chrift in hisnames, nature, and’ office, 629. of 
the believer’s mixed ftate, adverfaries and adverfities, 631, 632. of 
his pardon and fecurity from wrath, notwithitanding fin’s defert, 
633. of faith and fight, 635. of faith and works, and the rewards 


of grace and debt, 655, 656. of the Redeemier’s incarnation, 645. 
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AIRN, Mr. Thomas, diflents from the Affociate Prefbytery, 205. 
efpoufes anti-government principles, and afterwards relinquifhes 
them, ibid. ; 

Name of Chrift, carries much comfort in it to his peaple, 380, manifold 
benefits arife from it, 604. the mylteries contained in it, 629. can 
fuit.the foul’ in every cate, ibid, his fourfold name anfwers their 
need; 768. 

Names, the day of effectual calling gets many remarkable ones in fcrip- 

ture, 388. two forts of them given to men, w/z. names from what 
they are in themfelyes, and what they are in God’s purpofe, 413. 
various ones given to the faints and church of God, 626, 

Natural ftate, the mifery of it pointed out, 252. the evils that attend it, 
ibid. the greatnefs of the fin of it pointed out in fix particulars, 47 4. 
many judge of it by falfe rules, 502. its degeneracy confidered, 503. 

Nature of God, the fandtification of his people being of him, is an evi- 
dence of the holinefs thereof, 129. See God. 

Natures of Chrift, manifold benefits accrue to believers therefrom; 604. 
the myfteries contained in them, 629. remain in him without di- 
vifion or confufion, 656. See Ghriff. 

Nehemiah, the walls of Jerufalem rebuilt by the Jews in his time, ‘198. 
Sanballat, Tobiah; and other enemies, inraged at this, and laboured 
to impede the work, ibid. 

Neonomians, change the law of works into repentance and faith, -593. 
fhape the gofpel into an eafy law, ibid. ; 

News, good news and glad tidings to all people who hear the gofpel, 123. 
what thefe good news are, and to whom they are fo, zbid. 

Nobles, fometimes ftirred up by God to promote the work of reformati- 
on in the church, 145, 204. though they often oppote, and con- 
federate with the enemies of it, 198, 204. 

Non-conformity to the world injoined, 538. fcripturé precepts and pre- 
cedents adduced, both from the Old and New Teftament, to evince the 
truth hereof, 539, what itis in the-world we are not to be conform- 
edto, 549,540. the import of difconformity to the world, 540. 
the reafons why we muft not be conformed to the world, 541. in 
what cafes we may lawfully converle with it, 544. See World, 
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ATH, the Burgefs, the religious claufe thereof occafions a rent in 
the Affociate Body, 290. attended with bad confequences, 290, 
) 322,326. a great number of writings emitted upon this fubject, 
"322, «was the ground of much conteft, bitter calumny, and unpar- 
_Yalleled cenfures, 322, 323. a compendious view of the fentiments 
_ of both parties in this difpute, 326, the condemners conduct in this 
affair unprecedented and unfcriptural, 392. they raife unlawful 
mountains to hinder the communion of faints, 406. exclude ‘them- 
felves from the feals of the-covenant, 425. 
Obedience, what it is to yield obedience to God’s commanding and dif- 
_ pofing will, 59, the import of a folemm profeffion thereof opened 
up, 222. an exhortation to true obedience, 344. al 

Objet, “what view of Chrift and his death is the object of a finner’s faith, 
66, 67. what is the proper object of faith, 68. 

Offices, Chrift anointed to his threefold one-of prophet, prieft, and king, 
4 manifold benefits arifé from his offices to his people, 604: the 
myftery,of Chrift in his offices, 629: 

Objections of exercifed fouls propounded and folved, viz. of God’s help 

* + being far off, and not for'them, &c, 34. apprehenfive of their be- 
ing under the wrath of God, polluted, wounded, barren, &c, 61. 

~+ of thefe who, from a view of their fin; cannot think that God is 

making love'to them, 70. of fuch who fear prefumption, delufi- 

+ 0n, Gci about the appropriating aé of faith, 75, 76. of fach who 
-are afraid of God’s being pacified towards them, 87. of thofe who 
imagine God is difpleafed, far away, ci 292,. of all things work- 

~ ing, for the ruin rather than the good of the Lord’s people, 311- 

. ° » that none are admitted to embrace the gofpel-call, 423. if the ways 


-and paths of wifdom be pleafantnefs, what is tobe faid of his rods ° 


"and affliGions, commands and threatenings? $12. carnal objections 
_ «hgainft the pleafures of Wifdom’s ways, 524. objections of exercif- 
- /;ed-perfons about rejoicing in the pleafures of Wik 


concerning 


dom’s way; 534.” 
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Obfervations,+relative to Satan and his temptations, 155% concerning 
bearing witnels for God, 210, | - Tcl ehich hte 

Oppreflion, a very grievous fin, 144. the cry thereof afcends up to God, 
ibid, he'hears the ery of the-epprefled, ibid. is jultified, though he 
{hould lend a deaf ear to it, 724, 2, 

Oracles of God, ‘to be confulted as the only rule of all our aéions, 452. 

Ordinances of God, their power and efficacy, 109. all of them work for 
the good: of the Lord’s people, 302. 

Oftrich} deprived of that degree of wifdom other creatures poffefs, 732. 
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ACIFICATION, divine, the ground of gofpel-humiliation, 81. in 
what refpects it is fo, 84. how perfons may know if God is paci-| 
fied;towards' them; 87.°°°7 % yee roy! Nae eee ite 

Papifts, ‘theix religion to be rejected, and why f6, 17. foolifhly pretend 
/ to have enough of Chrift’s material blood in réferve, 245. their ho- 
ly water and purgatory to be rejeéted, 274. once and again occa- 
fion an-infurreétion in Scotland, ibid. they reproach and defpife 
Chrift, 431. they rob him of his‘manhood, offices, &c. ibid. their 
doérine upon the increafe in the North of Scotland, ibid. fpeak. 
againft the perfpicuity of the {criptures, 432. make legal works 
merit all} 593. ios ote Fi, geen sd 
Paraphrafe,‘ a poetical one on Pfalm eighty-fourth, 638, on the Song of 

Solomon, 663. on the firft gofpel promife, zor. a twofold one.on. 
David’s laft words, 708. ‘on the Lamentations of Jeremiah, 750, 
on the fountain opened for purification, 760. on the great gotpel, 
myftery,: 770! SRP Shik SiS, BES Pct 2 Heer 

Paftors, their duty when the church of God is defiled or deftroyed, 328. 


Patience, fhould be exercifed in tribulation, 410. 
Patient, the'fick one brought to the gates of death and deferibed, 428, 


feafonably relieved, by the great ranfomer, ibid. . 
Patriarchs, antient ones, had'the fame fpirit of faith as thefe who lived 


need totake caré how if 
- fee the folly of their wan 


Perfon of Chrift, the wonderful conftitution thereof, 173. is amazingly - 
“beautiful, 406. See Chrif?, cid ies een iy: ‘lave 
Perfuafion, the child of God has as much perfuafion of. gofpel-grace as 
he had convistion.of Taw-work;/ 528)-. 0 i iets 


es 
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Phiendérlicth, Mr, Patrick, a funeral poem’on his death, 782." 

Phylician, the faithful foul’s one, an inftrament of bringing back the fick 
wt peMitemt, eye. Tot et oe: 

Pillars, three pair of them. to fupport our faith that the dead fhall hear 
‘is voice, 238. or ; 

Pleafure, Wifdom’s ways full of it, 511. the qualities of that pleafure, 

516. the pleafant duties of Wifdom’s way, 518. what things the 
believer has pleafure in, 526. in what cafes he is to take pleaftire, 537. 

Pliny, narrates a {tory concerning two ill-natured goats, 448. 

Poems, one in commendation of the Gofpel-fonnets, 582. on the believer’s 
‘efpoufals, 583. on hisjointure, 601. on hisriddle, 612. on his lodg- 
ing, 638. on his fourfold exercife, 640. his foliloquy, ibid. on his 

"principles, 644. on creation, 74/d. on redemption, 645. on the Re- 
déemer’s work, ibid. on faith and works, 646. On the law and the 
gofpel, 647. on jultification and fanctification, 653. on faith and 
fen e, 6 57. on heaven and earth, 660. on fmoking tobacco, 662. 

“on the Song of Solomon, 663. a'variety. eleéted from the hiftorical 

me paflages 01 ‘the Old ‘Teftament, 7or. from, the book of Job, 709. 

“onthe Song, 737. from Ifaiah, %c. 743, ‘on the Lamentations, 750. 

'* from the Mion Prophets, 758: from the four evangelifts, 761. from 

~~ “the apoftolical epiftles, 767: from the Revelation, 773, on the death 
of fome eminent,men,, 779. . on fubjecting unto and praying for cis 

. vil magiltrates, .786,. epigrams and monumental: infcriptions, 788. 

Poetry, @ very antient way of writing, 701. * the facred compolitions of 
~.. this kind truly excellent, and quite-inimitable, ibid, 

Pollution, of fin, what the fcripture faith concerning it, 462. the pollu- 
“tion and guilt of it compared together, to thew the greatnefs of the 

.. defilement, idéd., there may. be guilt without fin, in two refpects, 7b. 

‘the nature and qualities‘ of this pollution, 462. the manner of its 

conveyance, ibid. excludes from heaven, brings mifery on fuch as 

are under the power of it, and deftruction on mankind, ibid. God 

‘righteous in punifhing it, 464. all ought to be convinced of their 
o olluted Rate, and feek to be wathed from ‘it, ’ ibid. there is a four- 

Pate watenthat God makes ufe of for wafhing it away, 465. it has 

a “various ways. of difcovéring itfelf, 474. many evidences to prove the 
_., fact, 475, how we may. get free of it, 476. negative characters of 
~ thefe who are‘not wafhed from their pollutions, 477. . 

Porteous, cap. John, the nature of the Eraftian aé concerning him, 28. 

Power of God, to be all feen in Chrift,'6, maybe démanded by his people, 

260, a twofold power of God with Chrift, 342. proofs of his power 
in, doing his pleafure in heaven and earth, 714. in the creation and 
“prefervation of the world, 719. is irrefiltible, and to be feeén in all 

_ is works, 724,727, See God. 

Power of Satan, the nature of it enquired into; 163, 164, See Satan. 

Pra@tices, the impurity of them pointed out, ae al 1 

Prayer, to be made for-all, efpecially for thefe in eminent places and fta- 

ie “tions, becaufe moft affaulted by Satan, 15 3. not always an, evidence 
*. of God’s favour to get what we pray for, 162, mercy, a feafonable 

_ plea in prayer, 559. the prayer of a penitent heart to God, 599. 
~” wherein the prayer of faith confifteth, 640. the believer's prayer un- 
der various complaints, 641, 643. heard when in faith, 718, dif 
regarded when God is not duly fought, 724. Jonah’s and:Habak- 
kuk’s verfified, 458. the Lord’s prayer paraphrafed and verfified, 
9625. apenitential prayer, 736. 99 

Preachers, an antidote againft ab peotant ones, ‘99. 

Preaching Chrift, the hurtfulnefS of not doing it, 594. 

Prefence of God, Chrift favoured with it in his mediatorial undertaking, 

¢: (330. his people privileged with it in all their exigent circumitances, 

_33a...yields much comfort, 334. the reafons hereof affigned, 336, 
pon, what ground it may be looked for, 338. what of his prefence 
may be expected, #6. it fills up all wants, 72, who have attained it, 341. 
Prefumption, no room for it, 32. when it. takes place among’ profeffors 
“it portends a fifting ftorm athand, 330. ! 
Pretenders, how falfe ones to faith may be difcovered, 349. 
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See Minifters. 


Pride of privileges, valtly dangerous, 27. when it doth, and when it doth 
not take place, 75., there is a pride of underftanding and wifdom 
that takes place in humbled finners, who dare not come to Chriff, 

‘- and a pride of underftanding and opinion in others, who will not 
~ “come to him, 510. Pride fhould not be encouraged by legal preach- 
_ Ing, 594s: 


Prinée, the faying of one when he heard of the death of many friends, 311. 
Principles, doétrinal ones, an enumeration of fome of them, $12, 513. 
the believer’s principles concerning different important articles, 644. 
Principles; reformation ones, abandoned by many, 182. 
Procuftes, the tyrant, the cruel methods he ufed with men, 323, 
Profanity of life, a defolating fin, 28. wherein it confifts, 475. . 
Profeflion of obedience, the import thereof opened,up, 222, Cb ale 
Profeflors, the company of carnal and unfaithful ones to be avoided, 196. 


~~ fome judge themfelves by, 503. the evil hereof pointed out, 504. 
“more aieliors than godly perforis, 545. bs 0's ae 
Promife, what the great promife. of the hew covenant is, 297, how it 
. ..comprehends all the other promifes in it, 7d. when a promife is 
for aceiyed by faith, 352. the firft gofpel one verfified, 701, the ftea- 
are y sromife, the fure ground of the believer’s faith, Wah e. 
Promif eh Ohen the foundation of them all, 38.' all who hear the gof- 
ec ‘pel have a right of accefs to them, ibid. what promifes the fpiri- 
.. tual builder fhould lay up, 50, the difference between the promifes 
""O€ the covenant of works and’ grace, 189. the fcripture full of great 
and pecious promifes, 512, an enumeration of fome of them, 513. 
their ftability’ yield’ much comfort to believers, 610, 
Propérty, the receiving property of faith, 62. See Faith, +. 
Properties, viz. of the word, 71. of peace with God, 84. of the believer’s 
“life, 242. of the day of effetual calling, 388. of an effectual gof- 
pel cally 42g, See Qualitieg, 
Prophefy, venerable for its antiquity, ‘and. to be efteemed for its excel- 
ence, 743» : | WR. Se ee te hse eite, ‘ Cap es aS 
a all iil infpired men, who bare witnefs of Chrift, 743. their 


- writings abound with a variety of ‘excellent. poetical compofitions, 
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743. a variety of feripture fongs feleGed from thém, 743. all their 
writings of equal authority, importance, and ulefulnefs, 758. 

Profperity, that of the wicked ‘fhort, 717. has a tendency to harden 
them in'their impiety, id. is fometimes turned to calamity, 421. 

Providences, all of them to be reverenced, 144. the great mytftery of 
them fometimes made known to his people, 256, all of them work 
for his peoples good, 302. how they may be {aid to do fo, 305. 
how the providences of God are to be obferved, 313. are in great va- 
riety, 717. men incompetent judges of the proceedings of them, vo, 

Provifion, the believer has abundance of it for maintaining his hidden 
hife;246, > 

Purgatory, Ate anti-chriftian one chimerical, 299,472. the Chriftian 

“one threefold, 299. 
Purification, none from the guilt of fin by the mercy of God, but by the 
_, blood of Chrift, 277. the fountain of it*opened, 760, 

Purity, the nature of it opened, 466. the qualities of it condefcended 
upon, ibid, the difference between gofpel and legal purity, 467. 
the neceflity of this purity. pointed out, 468. ‘what it is neceflary 
unto, id, the excellency of it evinced, 469, has the promife of all 
things annexed.to it, 470. the evils of impurity, and the evidenc- 
es thereof; 472. the different fources of it, 474, the certainty there- 
of, 475. a variety of negative charaéters of it; 476. who are not 
pollefied of this purity, 677. pofitive evidences of fuch who have it, 

"480. it may be examined by the root of it, ibid, difcerned by the 
effects of it, 481. known by the parts of it, habitual and a@ual, 482. 
wherein habitual and actual purity confift; 483, this purity may 
be tried by the perfeétion of it, 484. wherein this perfection confilts, 
how it evidences itfelf, and what it implies and imports, 485, 486. 
itmay be perceived by the means of it, 487. what means the Lord 
makes ufe of to bring it about, 7. it appears by the end of it, 488. 
what the true end of purity is not, and what it really is, ibid. the 
great end of it is not tobe a ground and caufe of juftification, but 
a fruit andevidence of it, zh/d.\ it affords grounds of confolation to 
all that are aétual ftudents of it, 492. evidences of thofe who are 
growing in it, and what grounds of confolation there aré for fuch, 
tbid, the 'ftudy of it exhorted’to, 49 4:"motivés adduced to extité a 
compliance, #7d. general directions how to attain it, ‘and particu- 
lar ones how to maintain it, 497) the rule of it to ‘be tightly ufed, 
and the means of it fairly plied, ibid. how this may be done, ibid, 
an addrefs to all who are imaginary pure in their own eyes, 506. 
many judge amifs concerning their purity, ‘507, 

Punifhment, God’s coming to punifh men a terrible thing, 93." has juft 
caufe for it, 94. does not fpecify the précife time of doing it, ibid. 

Purpole of God, the {pring of effectual calling, 307. it is the original 
root of the love of God, 313. four proofs of this alfigned, 314. 
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UAKERS, their miftaken notions about the Spirit exploded, 98, 
{peak againft and defpife Chrift, 431. ~ 
Qualities of the dove, 1. of the ftreams of the river of God, 56. of the 
love of Chrift, 64. of peace with God, 84. of the word of falvation 
96., ofthe minifterial call and miffion, 148. . of Satan and his pow- 
er, 160, 163, 164. of Chrift’s voice, 232, of the blood of Chrift, 
270. of water, 270, 271. of love to God, 3r2. of the beliéVer’s in- 
ternal witnefs, 348. of the heart’s choicé to part with fin, 3 54. Of 
Chrilt confidered as the apple-tree, 362.°Of the fruit of this tree, 
366. of the day of effectual calling, 388, 389. of the mountains 
which Chrift comés Over, 4o1. of an effectual gofpel-call, 435. of 
a faving illumination, 454. of the pollution of fin, 462. of the plea- 
fure of Wifdom’s ways, 916, 517. of the peace that is found in them, 
521. ‘of faving views of Chrilt, 528. of true and faving impreflions 
made on the foul, 529, of the mercy of God, 564. =) 
Queftions, Heaven pofed and prefled with many, 254. See Heaven. 
Queltions, fome felect_ ones on fome of the moft important and ‘intereft- 
ing points of divinity, v/z, What reward hath God conferred on 
Chrilt? 5. How faith, repentance, humiliation, reformation, and 
holinefs, glorify God? 13, 14. Why doth God call finners to re- 
pent and give glory to him, when darknefs and judgment is deter- 
mined? 16. How may one give glory to God before he caufe dark- 
nefs? 18. How fhall a perfon know if the foundation of the fpiritual 
temple be laid? 47. Who caufe divifion, and difturb the peace of 
the church? 57. What ground has faith for its appropriating lan- 
guage? 65. Whether Chrift, confidered in the divine ordination, 
faving application, or general gofpel difpenfation, is the obje&t of a 
finner’s faith? 66, 67. Where may a perfon fee the love of God in 
 Chrift to-him in particular ?'69. How Chrift gives gifts to his peo- 
‘ple ? what of himfelf he ‘gave for them? and’ why his love is'a givs 
ing love? 72. How a perfon may know if Chrilt be giving all his 
gifts to him, and hea warrant to accept of them? 73. “How one 
may know if God bé pacified towards him? 87. Is the gofpel-call 
Timited? 95.. Whether God has a fecret purpofe of reconciliation to 
any individual; feeing he appears as an angry God? 124. How 
came Ifrael to be fo griévoufly affi@ed in Egypt? 143. Why God 
does not hinder, but permit temptations and trials to befal his peo- 
ple? 152, ‘When are impreffions and impulfes evidetitly delufive ? 
159. ‘How may a petfon know ‘a feripture given by Chrift, and 
‘one given by the devil? 160, Why God gives Satan leave to tempt 
his. ailaren, feeing he is their Father ? 161, Why doth Satan mof 
fiercely affault the faith of Chriftians? 165." How may a perfon 
know if his faith be of a faving kind? 166. What way ‘one may 
be fure Chrift'is praying for them? 167. “Who will,’ who do, and 
who may claim the’ privilege of redemption? 168. What's necef- 
fary to be. done in laying the foundation of the {piritual temple? 199. 
“When do people firive ‘with God, inftead of afking and demanding 
“regularly? 2 66, “What warrant finniers have to believe eae for 
“cleanfing ? 278.'° How they may believe that the word of falvation 
__ and offer of remiffion Comes to them? , How a perfotimay know 
if they have believed what Chriff fays, ‘and the Spirit thews ? 293. 
How ai Chita things ae madé'the believer's? 298: ‘What dre the 
fpecial thingsth the Father’s mind that arein’ Chrift’s commiffion to 
difcover and difpente? id," How may true love to Géd be known ? 
312. How love to God.may'be known to be the frit of ‘effectual 
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calling ? 313. How a perfon may know if their love to God be the 
“fruit of hiseverlafting purpofe ? id, What God fays in the outward 
call of the word to engage finners to come to him? 316. When 
may Chrift be faid to rebuild his church when apparently Jaid in 
ruins? 326. How wemay know aftrong opinion of our own fpirits, 
and a delufion of Satan, from the teftimony of the Spirit? 351. 
When is a word, or promife, received by faith? and when does 
faith difcover a teltimony of the Spirit to be no delufion? 352. How 
thall a perfon know if fin be mortified in him, or the dominion of it 
broken? 354. May thcre not be a conflict with fin, that doth not 
evidence the dominion of finbeing brokén ? ibid, When is a man’s 
choice of freedom from. fin evangelical ? 355, When may it be faid 
that the foul hath got fin fubjected to it? #id. Can a foul retain 
affurance after the prevalency of corruption? 7bid. When does a 
man enjoy the leading of the Spirit? 356. How fhall we know the 
_, witnefs of the Spirit from Satan transforming himfelf into an angel. 
“of light? 354. How fhall a perfon be poflefled of the tree of life, 
~~ and all the apples upon it? 371. Who are thefe who have fat down 
“under the fhadow of this tree? 7bid. How fhall one know if they 
get any faving good out of reproach? 437. How one may know 
when fome dégree of law-work produces a faving fight of the pol- 
~*“Jution of fin? 464. May one be a hypocrite and not know it? 467. 
* “What it is to be pure in God’s fight? 484. How one may know 
if the glory of God be the great end of their purity and holinefs? 
497, May.a_perfon have pleafant views of Chrift, who yet have 
not faving ones? 528, What is the differences between the joy of 
the wicked and the godly? 530. . How way a perfon be fure that 
he is in covenant with God? 536, In what cafes may the godly 
Jawfully converfe with the world? 544. Who are thefe that conform 
* “themfelves to the world? 546. How is a perfon chargeable with 
the fins of others? 547. . What are the pleas people ufe for con- 
formity to the world? How a perfon may know if they are, or are 
not conformed to the world? 548. What itis for the Lord to re- 
member mercy in the mid{t of wrath? 564. A vaft variety of quef- 
tions propounded to Job, 728,—736. ; 
Quotations, one from concerning the carnal man, 25. from Moulin, 
concerning the Frerich proteftants, 51. from. Vincentius, concern- 
ing his lait fate, 58. from concerning aright manner of im- 
proving the death of a near friend, 114. from Augultine, concerning 
the nature of his praying, 187. from Mr, John Welwood, concern- 
ing Scotland, 191. from Mr. Rutherfoord, concerning the minifters 
inhisday, 200. from -—— concerning the monttrous guilt of cru- 
cifying the Son of God, 375. from Luther, concerning falvation, 
277. from our confeffion of faith, concerning the church, 319, 320. 
from Dr. Manton, concerning judging the law, 323. from a re- 
former, concerning Chrift, 365. from Ariftotle, on the view of his 
death, 380, from Bernard, concerning religion, 436. from Pliny, 
about two goats, 44d. from Luther, concerning. covetoufnels, 5or. 
from Socrates, Seneca, and Tully, concerning the yanity of the 
world, 549. from Luther, concerning a monk, 557. 
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ALN, fent for -judgmént or mercy, 727. manifelts God’s power 
and glory, ibid. given or withheld at God’s pleafuré, 719, 732- 
Ranfomer, Chrift the great and only one, 723. 
Reafon, cannot found the depth of divine wildom, 713. abufed by bru- 
tith men, 724. : 
Reconciliation, brought about by the blood of Chrift’s crofs, 171. 
Records, many pleafant ones in {cripture, 513. a record of pleafant pa- 
rables, providences, experiences, and titles, bid. 


Redeemer, Chrift is the only Redeemer from the power and punifhment 


of fin, 169, 583. he poflefles every quality requifite for a Redeemer, 
- 270. hisfurniture, ability, and every quality requifite to this work, 
is.of God, 171. is the firit caufe, and laft end, of our rédemption, 
173. the wonderful conftitution of his perfon, as God-man, Imma- 
nuel, delineated, 173.. two things yery glorious teftifyed of him, 
‘which deferve our higheft attention, 329, what need there was 
that he fhould have the Father’s prefence, 337.. and in what re- 
|. fpe&t he ftood in need of it, 337, 338. the myltery of his incarna- 
tion, 645, his-work, 7d, pratled for his redeeming love, fecond 
coming, and glorious name, 763. a 
Redemption, Chrift. fandiitied, fealed, and fent upon this errand, 1. 
Redemption by Chrilt, fhewn to be of God, as the firft caufe, and 
to him as.the laft end, 168, redemption is a great privilege, ibid. 
there is both a fundamental and adtual oné, ibid, who are the ob- 
jects of it, éb/d, the Anthor, end, and means of it, pointed.out, id. 
the original fpring, the meritorious, and final iffue of it, enquired 
into, 168." four propofitions unfolding the nature of it, 169, All 
mankind are in bondage and captivity to fin, Satan, the juftice of 
God, ‘their own confciences, divers lifts, every creature, and the 
fear of death, till they are made.partakers of this redemption, ibid. 
Chrift Jefus the only purchafer of Redemption, from the power and 
 punifhment of fin,,169, 583. he-poffefles the qualification requifite 
fora Redeemer, 170, finful men are the proper objects of redemp- 
~ tion, ibid. with reference to the divine ordination of it from eéterni- 
ty, it refpedts the e/ed? only; with reference to faving application, 
‘the Objects thereof are Believers; but with reference to the indefi- 
- nite’ difpenfation ofthe gofpel, it refpects /izners of all forts, ibid. 
"this redemption is by death and blood, 170,171. four reafons af- 
» ~ figned for this, 171, The Author of this redemption himfelf, his 
furniture, and ability, and every thitig relative to this work is of 
‘God, ibid, redemption is to.God asthe laft end, both as it relates 
- to our happine{s and his honour, 171, 172. Chrift hath redeemed 
~ sito God in all refpects, véz. to the knowledge, favour, image, 
- and enjoyment of God, 171; he hath allo redeemed us to the glory 
of God, and honour of all his glorious. perfections; fuch as his 
_-wifdom, power, holinefs, juttice, rhercy, faithfulnefs, Gc. 172. 
" ‘Phis redemption by Chrif is very antient, even before the founda- 
tion of the world, 173. four things relating toit that.are faid to be 
otis is.of God, and the laft 
\ -~ refource of it is ¢o God, ibid. Chrift as God, is the firft caufe and 
. ‘Taft end of our redemption, as well as the Father, idid. the wonder- 
“fal conftitution of the perfon of the Redeemer pointed out, ibid. the 
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whole work of redemption, flows from, an aé& of God’s will, 173. 
too narrow a View of Redemption, to fee only that Chrift was flain 
to redeem us, if we look not to the fartheft end of it, his redeem- 
ing us to God, 173, 174. what we are redeemed from, 174. the 
price of redemption, under the Old and New Teftament, the fame, 
277. diltinétion to be made between the work and virtue of redemp- 
tion, ibid, the blood of Chrilt, which was the price of it, always 
the fame, 278. the fum of redemption, 645, it is only to be found 
in Chrilt, 646. nh 
Reformation, how it gives glory to God, 14. many oppofing it in Scot- 
land, 27, 127, 143. the duty of all to put their hand to it, 145. 
God ftirred up a number of young noblemen to promote it in our 
firlt glorious reformation-days, ibd. Satan labours all he can to op- 
pofe it, 158. the fame Spirit prevails with all falfe converts, 174. 
Seceders efpoufe a teftimony in favours of it, 181. reformation- 
principles abandoned by many, 182. reformation-times both trou- 
fome and contending times, 203. few of the nobles and gentry 
concern themfelves with it, but rather confederate with tlie enemies 
of it, 204. the Lord fometimes ftirs them up to lend their helping 
hand to it, 145, 204. itis a very honourable work and employ- 
ment, 204. oppofed by many, 206, 317. God appeared to our fa- 
_._ thers in carrying it on, 214. ae ee ee 
Rejecters of Chrift and the gofpel, their terrible doom, 660,” 
Relations, in Chrift we may fee God vefted with all indearing ones, 7. 
Relief, the-great ruin, and the greatrelief, 21. the {pring from whence 
the relief of finners flows, sid. dead’ finners relieved by hearing 
Chrift’s quickening voice, 230, 231. the certainty of this relief, 238. 
Religion, the excellency of the Chriftian religion, 16. the Popifh, Ar- 
minian, Socinian, and Arian religion, rob Chrift of his glory, 16, 
17. fome converted to a general regard for religion, and yet heart- 
_ enemies to the power of godlinefs, 25. what in religion they have 
an enmity againft, #b¢d. wherein the root of true religion lies, 30. 
no eafy bufinefs, 138. of great antiquity, 173. a proper teft to try 
its genuine nature, 174. the exercife of it no idle bufinefs, 202. to 
difregard the fmalleft matters in religion, extremely dangerous, 208, 
none to fatisfy themfelves with the external part of it, 246, the 
doétrines of it reproached by the profane, 432. true religion not 
only defigned to inform the judgment, but alfo to transform the 
: heart, and reform the life, 538. a 
Religion, public, when rightly founded, 78, 79. 
Religions, falfe ones, fupported by the power of the fword, 437. 
Remarks, concerning the darknefs of judgment, 16, God and his grace, 
31, the day on which the foundation of the fpiritual temple is laid, 
40, on Mofes’s being Ifrael’s deliverer, 145. on the warning given 
to Simon, 154. on Satan’s temptations, 155. on his delufions, 158, 
concerning bearing witnefs for God, 210, concerning hearing the 
voice of the Son of God, 233. concernirig Chrift’s body as compar- 
- ed to a temple, 318; 319. om the day of effectual calling, 388. on 
Chrift’s coming to his people, 397. on the import’ of the’repetition 
of the gofpel-call, 417. on the reception Chrift and his followers 
meet with, 430. ae ss 


Remedy, the gofpel fkilfully applied, a beneficial one, 723. 

Remedies, feven of them ‘offered againft a worldly difpofition, 559, 

‘Rememberance of fin, what mcluded therein, 82. 4 

Repentance, gofpel, how it glorifies God, 13. a true fenfe of fin, and 
an apprehenfion of the mercy of God, the two {prings thereof, 21, 

.. 30.. feveral ingredients in it, 82, no antecedent condition requifite 

to bring a perfon to God, 175, faith and repentance urged upon — 
finners, from motives of grace and mercy, 749. Site ct 

Reproach, Chrift and his followers the objects of much of it from the 

‘world, 428,—431,. what marks of reproach are thrown upon them, 
432. why they are ftigmatized with reproach, 434. who get good 
‘by reproach, 437. advices both to the reproachers and reproached, 

438, 439. what is requifite to bear reproach, 440. 

Reproachers, an addrefs to them, 438. the evil of the practice pointed 
out, 439. areproof tendered to them, 716. :. 

Reproof, to fuch who glorify not God, 17. to all who are impure, 473. to 
fuch as are pure in their own eyes, 506. to conformers to the world, 
546. to fuch as fet their hearts upon the world, and the vanities of 
it, §56, to reproachers, 716. 

Refurrection, the {piritual one.of fouls, the certainty of it affirmed, 229. 
the fituation all men-are in before this happy change take place, 
230. the powerful means by which it is brought about, 231. 


‘Refurrection, the blefled one of the righteous at the laft day, 716. 


Refurrection of Chrift, foretold in a figurative way, 317. remarks open- 
ing up both the fign and the thing fignified, 318. a fure evidence of 
his power and ability toraife up and rebuild his church, 320,—328. 
Revelation, external, fixes the duty of, believing, 76, 232. 


‘Revelation of Chrift,what of it is neceflary both to the working and war- 


ranting of faith, 76..a twofold one of Chrift made to the foul, viz. 
external and internal, 232, 45 4. the external one by the word, and the 
internal one by the Spirit, 74, the nature of the internal revelation, 
454. this illumination is clear, fupernatural, evangelical, inter- 
nal, appropriatiig, and glorious, 454. it is glorious in its origin, 
~ manner, defign, and effect, 456. this revelation of Chrift has a 
twofold influence upon thé perfon, viz. moral and phyfical, 456, 
454. thé moral argumentative influence prevents men from con- 
fulting with fiefh and blood, by giving a difplay of the wifdom, 
power, ‘holinefs, juftice, faithftilnefs, and mercy of God, ibid, the 
phyfical: operative influence alfo prevents carnal’ confultation, as 
it works faith, love, humility, zeal, and joy; creates contempt of 
the world, and difpels fpiritual darknefs, 457, 458... 


' 


‘Reven ges, what is the caufe of it, 447, 448. prompts perfons on to much 


mifelnef, zbid. : é 
i'defence of rhyme and mufical metre, 575, 546. 
Riddle, many myfterious ones concerning the believer, 61 2,637. See 
go E/ LeU E ae yal ie Seer tre | pas ft AaB i a a 
Righteous, the difference between the falling of the righteous and ‘wick- 
"ed, in public calamities, 90. between the life of the one,’ and the 


a life of the other, 246. the growing flrength of the righteous, pee 
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their blefled hope, 716. © 

Righteoufnefs,, the believer has a Jife of it in Chrift,.242. the nature, ad- 
vantage, and qualities thereof, 242, 260, 523. how a perfon thay 
know if they have it, 246. though the righteoufne(S of works is to” 
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be denied, yet the works of righteoufnefS is not to be forfaken, 
the ufe of external and internal rightcoufnefs, 
difpofed to feek after a righteoufneis in them(felves, 451. who may 
be faid to eftablith their own righteoufhels, 457, 573. 

Righteouinefs of Chrift, the fole ground of our falvation, 37. anfwers 
all the demands and commands of the law, 


and may be demanded 
by every finner that ftands in need of it, 260. the imputation of it 


is reprefented by fprinkling his blood, 173. what this application 

of it points out, ‘bid. itis a perfectly clean righteoufnefs, 276. how 

this righteoutnefs is imputed, 277. faith and works no part of it, 

354. isa fure ground to build upon, 414. the merit of his righteout- 

“nefs, the alone ground of our juttitication, 488, 770. not tobe blend- 
ed with ours, 585. the fole condition of eternal life, 598,. Chrilt’s 
perfect righteoufnefs makes believers beautiful, acceptable, and 
perfeaily fafe, 601. the excellency of it pointed out in many parti- 

.  culars; 655, 656. 

Righteoufnefs of God, all of it in Chrift 

~~ believer, #hid. — 

. Righteoufnefs, felf, the fpring of much felf-conceit, 503. the various 

kinds of it, condefcended upon, ibid. the workings of the Spirit of 
_ faith frees us from it, 588, i 

River, what river that is that makes glad the city of God, 55. what is 
to be underftood by the ftreams of this river, isi¢.. why God in 
Chrift, by the Spirit, running in the channel of the new covenant, 
is compared to a river, ibid. what is the nature of that gladnefs 
the ftreams of the river afford, 56. to whom thefe ftreams yield 
gladnefs, 61. all ought to drink of thele ftreams, ibid, 

Rod ‘of correétion, fometimes very heavy and fevere upon the Lord’s 
people, 421, 492. yet pleafant in the iffue, 512. the terrible doom 

_ of hypocrites who rebel againtt it, 725. 

Rome, the church of, their fancy of a purgation foolifh, 472. 

Ruin, the great ruin, and the great relief, 21. the fpring of a finner’s ru- 
in, ibid. wholly ofhimfelf, and his own finfulnets, 22, arifes chiet- 
ly from the obftinacy of his will, 24. wherein the obftinacy of the 
will is evidenced, 24, 25. whom finners have to blame for their 

Yuin, 26, what fins ruin famous churches, 27, 28. the ruin of all 
«who bid defiance to God, 715. that of the wicked certain, 717. 
Rule, the word of God the only rule in rearing up the fpiritual temple, 
_ 200. fome wrong rules mentioned, as made ufe of by fome, ibid. 
“what falfe rules fome judge themfelves by, 502. the rule by which 

our converfé with the world fhould be regulated, 544, 

Rutherford, Mr. Samuel, a faying of his concerning the minifters in his 

days 2s. 


447. 
ibid, men naturally 


» 6, 7. all of it conferred on the 


S 


Ct ABBATH, the difference between the Jewifh and Chriftian Sab- 
S bath, 489. what the duties of the Sabbath are, 518. 
Sabbath-breaking, brings deftruétion on cities, 29. 
Sacrament of the fupper, fome queftions that perfons fhould pofe them- 
” felves with before they approach to it, 267, . there is good reafon 
why it fhould be kept, and the communion table thronged, 4o7. 
Sacrifices, thefe under the law were typical of Chrilt, 273,275. the {prink- 
. ‘/* Jing of the blood of the facrifice was typical of Chrift, and fell un- 
~~ “der a double confideration, viz. as it was offered to God, and as 
it was fprinkled upon other things, #bid, had always the fame effi- 
“, CACY, 277. : 
Safety, the Lord’s people have chambers of fafety provided for them, 87. 
“invited ‘to come into them, 89. what they are, 90. See.Chambers. 
Saint, part of a fpeech of a dying one, 534, one prepared to die and af- 
fured of heaven, 771. ; 
Saints, directed ‘to rear up the fpiritual fabric, 50, a door of hope o- 
- pened tothem, 123. crofs-like difpenfations fhould not trouble them, 
“127. their happinefs fet forth by the refemblance of a crown of 
“Tife, 188. may fuffer heavy fatherly indignation if they, affociate 
~~ with the enemies of God, 207, what kind of a life they have, 242. 
“the duty of thefe who have been fprinkled with the bldod of Chrift, 
“282, they may fall into fin, but not from their faith, 3.59. all their 
**<“neceflities fupplied by Chrift, 365. are more than conquerors over 
“all their foes, 373. what enemies they conquer, 374. the manner 
~ how the conquelt'is obtained, and the weapons by which, 376, are 
*’) “more than conquerors, and how they are fo, 376, 377. the ground 
~ “upon which this conquett is obtained, viz, through Chrift who loved 
©’ ‘them, 378. the import of this opened up, ibid. their duty, in all their 
~eticounters, is to keep their eye upon their general, 381, havea door 
of faith opened tothem, 407. have many amiable titles given them, 
“""qt4, 513. are made perfect beauties, and in what refpect they are 
do, 414. thefe who. are become fecure have the gofpel call renewed. 
"to them, and inforced with confiderations, 423. the myftery of their 
pedigree, 613. of their life, ftate, and frame, and their various éxer=» 
. gifes, works, graces, Gc. 615,—637. defire the fong of heaven upon 
“earth, 643. their refolution in afflittion, 710, death and the grave 
‘their familiars, 715. bewail their calamities and pray for deliverance, 
‘953. their fong after fealing the fervants of God, 774. after found- 
| “ang the feventh trumpet, and the fall of Babylon, 775. See Believers. 
Salvation, an act of abfolutely free mercy, 31. the nature of God, the 
“pature of man, and the nature of the help afforded require it fhould 
"' “be fo, ibid. it is neither deferved nor defired, ibid. to. whom the 
© word of it isfent, 95. not limited, but fent to all, ibid. what is fup- 
~ pofed and implied in it, ibid. what the word of falvation is, and 
ue why fo called, ibid. how it operates in the hand of the Spirit, and 
what are the qualities of it, 95, 100. from whom, to whom, and 
“py whom it is fent, 97. for what purpofe it is fent.to finners, ibid. 
~-- affords matter of confolation to believers who receive it, and ground 
"of terror to the negleéters of it, 99. confiderations offered to influ- 
“ence areception of it, 00. to whom it is indoried, ibid. ‘upon what 
''* “footing finners reje@ it, ror. a fure foundation laid in Zion. for the. 
\ ~~ falvation of finners, 146. falvation and eleétion of equal extent, 168. 
‘<“avhence we are to look for the powerful application of sit, 23%. is 
"© widorious, 745. only to be found in Chrift, 747... 
Sanballat, obftruéts the building of the wa !s of Jerufalem, 198, his iro« 
‘nical fpeech to the Jews, id, 9 eS 
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Sanétification, the whole of it is of God,128.. he is the commander, effeGer, 
and worker of it, ibid. it is of God the Father; God the Son, and 

God the Holy Ghoft, ibid. the beginning, advancement, promife, 
means, motives, caufe, extent, degree, completion, &c. areall of God, 
128, 129, evidences of thefe Who are fandified, 1 30. where we ought 
to go for it, 131, the gofpel opens twelve fountains of it, ibid. how 
thefe fountains ought to be ufed, 32, the believer has a life of 
fanctification in Chrift, 224, wherein it properly confifts, #5, mor- 
tification and vivification the two parts, 354+, itis not a ground and 

_ caufe of jultification, but a fruit and evidence of it, 47%, 488. the 
difference between fandtification and juitification: Rated in a variety 
of particulars, 224, 4715 476, 651, 655. their harmony pointed out 
ina great many inftances, 476, 656. where there is little {an@ifica- 
tion, there is alfo little evidence of juftification, 489. there’is a two- 
fold fanttification, viz. one of the flefh and another of the {pirit, 
$07. it is imperfect in this life, 625, 

Satan, has various fteps in his ladder that he induces men to afcend,.23. 
fome of thefe condefcended upon, ibid. aéts ‘at firlt like a creeping 
ferpent, and his requeft feems modeft, but having once obtained fome 
footing, behaves like a fying dragon, jhid, gains his point by tempt- 
ing men to continue in unbelief, 74. has numerous armies at his 

" beck, even legions of evil fpirits and wicked men, 1 50. filled with 
malice againft God, and envy againft men, zb7d. his charatter de- 
lineated, from his being a murderer, a ferpent, a lion, adragon, de. 
zbid, his manner of ir i tied is either by fubtilty or cruelty, ébid. 
he prattifed his fubtilty with our firft parents, and his cruelty with 
the firlt pair of men that ever were in the world, and prevailed, ib. 
his power and policy bounded and baffled by Chrift, 150, neither 
his fubtilty nor cruelty can overthrow the faith of the elect, 151. 
chufes always the fitteft time and moft proper occafions for. plying 
his temptations, t51, makes the trials and affli@ions of the godly 
{tumbling -blocks, by corrupting their judgments and ftirring up 
bafe affections, ‘bid. fome peculiar times and feafons that he chufes 

| to affault, 151. four fins that we ought to take heed ofthat are 
his opportunities, 152. he affiults, with the greatelt violence. thefe 
whom God advances to the higheft dignity, isi. the!reafons why he 
does fo, zhid. He is an adveriary to:all the creatures of God, and the 
reafon thereof, 154, 161; he is molt follicitious to tempt the belt of 
men, and the -moit eminent faints, 154. his defign herein, and why 
God fometimes permits it to be fo, ibid. there are particular times 

he requefts this of Ged, but cannot do it without Jeave and permif- 
fion, ibid, all he can do is only fifting and winnowing, and why 
he can do no more, 7, He is atempter, anda terrible enemy, 155. 
a defcription of him, by taking a view of his nature, quality, power, 
fubtilty, envy, and. numbers, 1 55,156. He ts however a limited e- 
nemy, and can do nothing without permiflion, 156; 161) 1 64. two 
eminent examples of his limited power, ibid. how far his power is 

-ufually permitted, id, his limited power great comfort to believers, 

efpecially when he is tempting, and defiring to have them; fid. It 
is his conftant endeavour to way-lay ithe children of God; that he 
may cither {poil.or rob them of -their graces and. comforts, 157. 
this he attempts by fifting and winnowing them, ibid. why Satanis 
allowed to fift, 74d, what inftrudive leflons may be learned from. 
this, ibid... His temptations are very fubtil and delufive, 158. fome 
remarks concerning his delufions, 158,160. neither the ‘work of 
~ the Spirit of God ought to:be called a-delufion, nof the delufions of 
Satan the work of the Spirit of God, 158. Satan’s delufions'as latge 
as the work of the Spirit, b/d, -he is God's ape, and accommodates 
himfelf to the delufions of the times, iid. his defign ‘herein, and: 
why God permits it, ibid. the ordinary effects of his delufions are- 
violence and confidence, 158, 159. figns whereby his delufions may 


_be diftinguifhed fromthe faving operations of the SpiritofGod, 159.’ 


reafons why God ‘lets lofe a Spirit of error and delufion, éid. fpeci-~ 
al-direction neceflary in fach a tine, 160. twelve meditations con- 
cerning Satan and his temptations, 160,166. A farther defcripti- 
on of Satan,, by enquiring what: kind-of an enemy he is, 160, 161. 

|, though he be; chained, yet he loves to accufe believers to God, and 
vex, thefe whom he cannot ruin, 75, gets fometimes his defire grant= 
ed, and the. reafons thereof, ibid, all his temptations forefeen by 
- Chrilt, 157d. he,may be permitted to fhake the Lord’s people in the 
fieve of temptation, yet it is but for.a fhort time, 162. the reafons. 
hereof afligned, and theirduty pointed. out, /sid. however grievous 
his temptations may be, and his fiery darts are, yet he fliall not pre 

: vail, becaufe Chrilt interpofes, and when he doth fo,’ ibid. where 
_ our dtrength and conifort lies in the hout of temptation, 1 63. Satan 
cannot be more ready with his defigns again{t us, than Chrift is in 


ovis. love towards us, ibid. he was too ftrong for Adam ininnocency, ' 


_ and has more advantages againft us, #bid. Chrift’s power ought to. 
_» be fet againft, his power, ibid, the nature of Satan’s power deicrib- 
ed, 163, 164, heis-not to be feared if, by faith, we apply the power 
». ef Chrift, 164. Whatever grace injus Satan doth moft-envy, that 
~ Chrift takes moft care of, 1 64. Chrift was tempted for our fake, that 
he. might give us_help, warning, hope, and example, ibid. Satan 
_ principally aims at fhaking the faith of the faints; 164,165. why 
"he moft fiercely affaults their faith,:165. how the Chriftian ought to 
-vorbe exercifed fo as to. repel him, 166,- men by nature!led:captive at 
“y,qhis pleafure, 169, he has a great hand, as an inftrument, in the fuf- 
on ferings of the Lord’s people, 18.4. fometimes transforms him(felf into 
"an angelof light, 196,206, 214, his policy outwitted by God, 291. 
.,, all his temptations and fuggeltions: work for good to God’s chib- 
|.) aren, 302.) how the teftimony of the Spirit may be knowa from the 
_ delufions of Satan, 351, 357. ‘Satan. is one of the caufes of the felf- 
... conceit that takes place with men, soz. - See Dedil.. 
Saviour, the firlt good news of him notified by an. angel to the fhepherds, 
5, 163s > See Chriphi- KEL S ; 
Schifm, who juftly charged with 
_ > ly accufed as fchifmatics, r10. the feripture notion. of {chifm point- 
ed out, and the fentiments of feveral judicious perfons concerning 
SASSER ER We Lk PONS ANN sali Tie, coal ; 
Scripture, how a perfon may know one given by Chrift, and one fuggelt 
« ed by the devil, 160. gg eh ial Tat Ae rre Recher pe ap 1a >) A ‘: 
Scriptires, are a teftimony to dire&t-our faith, and a law to dired our 
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tt 28. . the witnefles for truth frequents . 
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practice, 430. profanely {coffed at by profane wits, 432. to be con- 
fulted as the infallible rule of all ouraétious, 452. point out a live- 
ly picture of people in all ages, 465. contain many pleafant coun- 
fels, invitations, promifes, and reeords, 512. : 

Scotland, hath’ many ways been deftroying herfelf fince our glorious re- 
formation-from popery, 27. an enumeration/of fome of thefé ways, 
ibid, what is the practice of the moft part of her minifters, 28. the 
crowning piece of her defedtion, bid. where her help lies, 32. her 
chief and leading fin, 86. popifh powersarmed again{t her, >, what 
is her proper duty in that event, ibid, has reafon to fear a ftorm a- 
coming, 91. and upon what grounds, 2b. hath been long deaf both 
to the word and the warnings of God, 98. her ecclefialtical judica- 
tories maltreat the witnefles of God, 127, honoured to be in covenant 
with God,'142: fhe is more obliged than other nations to adhere to 
her-covénant allegiance, ibid. being warranted from fcripture, the 
violation of them ufually punifhed with fome vilible judgment, did, 
her cafe parallel to Hrael while in Egypt,'143. why thisis fo order- 
ed in providence, ibid, her perjury a crying fin, 144. many bewail- 
ing her miferable fituation, idid. far degenerate from what fhe was 
in a reforming way, 214. difputes the reality of many of the truths 
of Gods. 219,%the Lord yet remains to be her covénanted God, 2D, 

: -poperg ftillsfubfifts in the north parts thereof, 431." 

Sea, limites-féb to it, 729. checked and controuled with tliefe boundaries, 
420. has hidden paflages and fecret {prings; 729." pie 

Secéders, efpoufe a tefimony for Scotland’s reformation,’ 181, ‘grievoufly 
reproached for their fentiments about the work at Cambuflang, ‘and 
thei teftiniony flouted-at by the favourers theréof, b/d. a rupture 
takes place in that body, 290! the means’by which this was brought 
about, 322. | what were the caufes heredf, 290; 324. ‘the ftrange 
conduét of the feparating ‘brethren, on this‘oecafion, laid open, 392. 
they‘raife unlawful ‘mountains to impede thé ‘communion of faints 
in ordinances, 406. the infitters and approvers of the pretended cen- 
fures paft, on this occafion, ¢crucifiersfof Chrift'in his members, 425. 

Seceflion, the beautiful harmony amongft that body interrupted, 290. the 
grounds of this narrated, and the means by which it was brought a- 
bout, 322;:323. the finful caufehereof briefly laid open, 324—326, 
no juft foundation for fuch a rupture, and their conduct, who had the 
moftattive hand in it, not fupported from the feripturé, 393. this 
affair very {tumbling to the people of God, 406. the feparatifts pafs 
finfulfentences on the meflengers of Chrilt, -and thereby exclude 
themfelves from the Lord’s table, 425. 

Seats, thefe of the Sadducees and Pharifees, 443: why fo denominated, 
ibid. the followers of Chrift falfly fo: called, zbid. fa 

Security, the Lordhath well provided for the fecurity of his people, 88. 
the reafons why he doth fo, and the manuer of it, 90. the belt - 
curity for thé beft life, 24r- 

Seducers, generally acted by a bewitching’and diabolical fpirit, 1'79. 

Self,. put by fome’in the room-of God and his righteoufnefs, 450. when 
and how this is'done, 450, 451. 

Self-conceit, incident to a multitude of profeffors, 461. fuch profeffors 
both negatively and pofitively defcribed, 7b. ‘the truth cleared, both 
from fcripture and experience, 499. the nature of it opened, 500. 

«> *eonfidered both with refpect to'the godly and’ unregenerate, rid. 
eeconfilts properly of two-parts, $00, sor. it looks backwards to form- 
er times, and forward to futuréones, 501. Who ‘may be faid to de- 
ceive themfelves with this:élf-conceit, #5/@/ the grounds of this e- 
pidemical diftemper condefcendéd upon, 463. the evil of it’ pomted 
out, FoR.) it is matter Of regrete that it fo much abounds, ‘505. 
groundiof terror to thofe who’ are filled with it,’ 506. all diffiaded 
from it and:cautioned againft it, 7b. a-reproof tendered to‘all' that 
sare poflefled of it, 506, 507. ‘ ENS hii gs 

Self-righteoufnels, one of the’ great caufes of the felf-conceit, that takes 
place with profeffors, 503. the various kinds’of felt-righteoufnefs 
that many boaft of, iid, it has little need to be encouraged by 

“legal preaching, 594. : al gee trac 

Seneca, a faying of his' concerning the vanity of the world, § 49. 

Senfe,, fometimes put in the room of faith, 450.’ the’ believer’s principles 
concetning it, 657. fenfe and faith, natural and {piritual, compar- 
ed and dittinguithed, zbid, the difference between the affurance of 

-fentevand faith, zbrd. the heights ‘and depths of fenfe, 659." faith 
\ building, upon fenfedifeovered, tid. > doe 

Senfes, {piritual, fome perfons-deltitute of the whole'of them, 486. 

Sermons, what darknefs obfeures'many gofpel’ ones, 78. oi 

Shadow, ‘the. believer has a refrefhing one, 359. a fourfold fituation in 

which a fhadow is needed, 360.' itis very beneficial in ‘all fad’ cafes, 
362. itsexctllency pointed out, '#bid. what faith’s fitting down un- 
der it imports, 363. the folly of thofe who ‘fit’ down under wrong 
‘fhadows;:368. fome of'thefe mentioned, 75. ‘what'it is to fit down 
underthe true fhadow, 370; who have really fat down under it, 371. 

Shadows;' what fhadows of the' evening are ftretched out, 18.) °°” 

ae an ingredient in the truly humbled foul, 83, what he is afhamed 
of, wide 002! sein TH, aie “aps 

Sickne(s,.*come'to anéxtremity,° and the fick patient defcribed, 723. 

Signs, prognolticating ones ofan evening time with the church, 471. 

Simeon; his fong on having -Chrift in hts arms, 549. 0° 

Simon, Satan defires'to fift im, “151. ‘why he is affaulted by Satan*more 
than any other of the dilciples, 152. the import of the ingeminati- 
on of his name; in thé warning given him by Chrift, 153. warned 
of his danger, and that with great folemnity, 150, 153. 

Sin, is aminfinite evil, 17, 67-°robs God of his glory, #id. brings ruin 
upon perfons; churches; and nations, 21. God*wants that fuch fhould 
be convinced and hunibled!for their :fin;' 27d. propolitions’ clearing 
up the nature’of it;22. is of akilling and deftroying nature,’ ibid. 
itsideRruGtion-very extenfive, aiid many flain by‘it, zbid. it not on’ 
ly.deftroys men in their fouls, bodies, atid eftatés, but is an abufe 
ofGob, Father, Son, ‘and’Spirit, and ‘all’their attributes, perfect 

» ons, and watnings,/22,°09. its deftructiongradual, and fome. of its 


© gradual-fteps-condeleeided tipon, 23.’ its'deltroying evil is wholly 


- - of ourfelyes, and our own obftinate will, 23, 24. no fin little; when , 
phe waegebaan bistioatll anid bites ad oRea Gapiiiols ciarenee’ 


and cities, 26, an enumeration of fome of thefe-finis, 27. the'great- 
eltfinsgivefometimes oceafion for the greatef difplays of mercy, 37. 
none can/help the guilt and power of it but Gad, /bid. God’s feve- 
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rity againi it, 67. what it makes a man to be, 38. is wholly-of the 
devil, 130, and all vicious courfes that men take are of him, #5, men 
‘naturally in bondage to the power and punifhment of it, 169. the 
fum of all fin lies in refufing to witnefs that the Lord is God, 231. 
the evil nature of it properly lies in faying,, there is no God, 4d. it 
has fubjeéted all men to a twofold death, relative and real, 230. no 
purification from the guilt of it but by the mercy. of God, 277.-the 
duty of all’who would be cleanfed from it, 278. the height that fome 
perlons arrive at in it, 282, itnaturally worketh fhame, forrow, ter- 
ror and torment, 302. it however worketh for good to them who 
love God, and hate fin, zJid, how to know when fin is mortified, 
354. there may bea conflict with it, when the dominion of it is not 
broken, ibid. when a man’s choice of freedom from it is evangelical, 
354. when it is fubjected under the foul, ibid, ‘fin is one of the be- 
liever’s burdens, 374. is a pollution and defilemenit, 462. the ferip- 
ture account of the pollution of it, sid. the pollution and guilt of 
it compared, bid, the nature and qualities of it opened, 462. the 
manner how it is conveyed, 463. it excludes from heaven, 74. the- 
miferable condition and dreadful infatuation of fuch who are under 
the power of it, 4. we have much reafon to ftand at a diftance from 
it, fince it has brought, fuch devaftation on. the earth, 464, God. 
righteous in punifhing it, we ourfelves unable to fatisfy for it, ibid. 
when a perfon may be faid to get aright fight of fin, 75. all ought 
to be convinced of their finful ftate, and feek to be wafhed from 
it, bid, there is a fourfold water, that God makes ufe of to wash it 
away, 465. the greatnefs of the fin of our nature, hearts, thoughts, 
lives, and praétices, 474. fin has made a great change in the world, . 
556, the effects that follow when it is pardoned, 561, how convic- 
tion of fin is begun and carried on, 586. freedom from it longed for 
by the believer, 640. is the caufe of trouble, 710, cannot be hid. 
from God’s omnifcience, 724. {weet in the mouth but bitter in the 
end, and goes down with the finner to the duft, 117. brings ruin 
upon the whole human race, 767. ise 
the abounding of all manner of fins, an evidence that a ftorm is 
coming upon a land, 89, an enumeration of fuch fins.as evidence 
this, zb7d. thefe to be found prevailing in Scotland, 91. four fins 
that Satan efpecially makes his opportunities to aflault perfons with, 
152. the world’s little fins to be avoided, 196. fins under the gof- 
pel are great fins, 575. in what refpects they are fo, ibid. in what 
cafes perfons are chargeable with the fins of others, 547. . ..., 
Sinners, naturally felf-deftroyers, 21, nothing ruins them fo muchas 
fighting God’s mercy, 22. no eafy matter to convert them, 26, 
whom they have to blame for their ruin, 74. how inexcufable they: 
will be, when God arifes to judgment, 26. have little reafon to be 
jocund and merry, #bid. ought to lay home the charge of deftroy- 
ing themielves, 29. God in venting mercy and grace to finners, acts, 
freely and fovereignly, 31. leaves no room for thém either. to pre+ 
fume, or defpair, 32. what a fearfully curfed {tate they are in. by. 
nature, 44. apt to build upon wrong foundations, 46,. exhorted. to. 
lay the foundation of the fpiritual building, 48. their dreadful flate, 
67. various fteps by which they are brought to apply, the love of 
Chrift, 74. the miferable cafe of fecure finners, 86, a door of hope. 
opened to them, 123. the duty of all undone finners is to accept of 
"a Redeemer, 174. Chrilt is the beft match for them, 183, their 
“malignity in witnefling again{t' God, 213. they, are expoftulated 
with ‘to become witnefles for God, 215. their deplorable cafe ont of 
_Chrift, 235. excited to hear the voice of the Son of God, 236, ale. 
.” lowed to pofe the Lord with, queftions, and. prefs him with '‘com- 
“mands; 35,5. their mifery pointed out before{prinkled with the blood. 
of Chrift, 276. the warrant they have to come to the fountain for 
cleanfing, 278. how they may know if the offer of, remiflion comes- 
to thetn; zbid.' the duty of thefe who would be cleanfed, 282, 
what is required of poor and needy finners, 292, 339. danners invit- 
ed'to conic to Chrift, 330, the nature of that peace they are. pof- 
“ fefled'of, 520. excluded from the peace of Wifdom’s ways by an ejght- 
fold‘bar, 521. no hope for them but in a merciful God, 559. how 
‘they come to be divorced from the law and matched with, Chri: 586. 
the gofpel of diyine grace the only means of-conyerting them, 595. 
conviction offered to fiich as are wedded to the law, 596, advifed to 
fly ‘to the fovereign mercy of God in Chrilt, 599, old and young fin- 
ners. warned, 743. faith and repentance urged upon them, 749. 
Chrift invites them, 762. his fourfold inet their cafe, 768, 
Smyrna, the church of, under troubles,.1 48, warned of future troubles, 
and thefe deferibed to her, 7é/d. her duty in, confequence thereof, 
and ‘the encouragement given her, 185. 9 
Societies, prayin g ones, fome in Scotland lamenting the errors, defections, 
and corruptions taking place, 144, 00 | oh ek 
Socihians, what they rob Chrift of, 17. exalt their reafon above every 
SP BUIPEL THEY, SO. go ay eA - 
Socrates, a fentiment of his concerning a future flate, 549... 
Soldiérs*of Chrift, an addrefs to them,'1 40, need to be fpiritual builders, 
198. what is oe eee fpiritual foldiers, 198. what wea- 
pons they make ufe of, 7+. their readinefs for war pointed out, 201. 
reafons why they muft have their {word girded by théir fide, 201. 
Solomon, his verdict of all earthly things, 550. the feope.of his difcourfe, 
in‘ Ecclefialtes, bid. gives a threefold defcription of himéelf, ibid. 


Sins, 


ne aN of all fublunary enjoyments, 551. his book of the Song 
verfified, 663. a twofold preface, opening up the {piritual nature of 


the fong, and obviating the objections of profane wits, 664. Solo- 
mon perfpnates Chrift.in this fong, 667, the mutual love of Chrift 
and his church largely confidered, 669,—690, | See Chrif. 

Son, Chrift is the Father’s Son by eternal generation, 1, his beloved, Son, 
viewed as Mediator in the work of redemption, ébid;, is inacceflible -_ 

* to us, confidered ‘as eflentially one with the Father, 3, as Mediator 

heis the way to himfelf.as God, ib, to be confidered effentially, per- 

~ -fonally, and economically, 757d. what underftood by his yoice,.231, 
Songs, feripture ones, a great number felected from the Old Teltament, — 

i 731 ,—760. Fourteen from the hiftorical books, 701. one, hundred 

rom the Bdok of Job, 709. the fong of Solomon, 737, twenty- 

he 


7 


e 


one from Haiah, &c.°743, the Lamentations, 750. fix from 
Minor Prophets, 758. A great variety ieleded from; the New Te 
ment, 761,—776. feventeen from the four Evangelifts, 761. twenty- | 
four from the Fpiftles, 767. fixteen from the Revelation, 753, 
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- Soul, how the Spirit humbles it, 39. relief to it when dejected, aga; is 
Many ways dead, 230. what it has loft, ibid. how it may get free 
* of its defilement, 278. when it hath the witnels of the Spirit, the 
__ blood, and water, 351. God’s method of fandtifying it, 459. when 
_ renewed, it has a/pleafant propeafity to fpiritual things, 530. the 
deeply humbled one relieved, 587, its addrefs to God, 599. 1ts.com- 
~ Pplaint tohim, 713. the heart-with of a deferted one, 721... its im- 
materiality and immortality confidered, 722. the affli@ed one hum- 
bled, 724. its nature a fpirituality quite diftin@ from the body and 

its fenfes, 731. a variety of proofs hereof, ibid. AR 
Soul-phytician, the faithful one an inftrumentofreftoring fick penitents,723. 
Spirit of God, what fteps he takes in laying the foundation of the {piri- 
tual temple, 39. how he convinces and humbles the foul, 58, what 
way he operates in work of converfion, and what he conyerts a per- 
_ fon from and to, ibid. makes impreffions on the heart by the word, 
68. what gifts he gives, 72. is the worker of faith, 75. his teaching 
_ _ work neceflary, 76. there is both a paflive and an active receiving of 
_. him, ibid. his motions not to be flighted nor ‘quenched, 132. dan- 
_, Serousto grieve him, ébid. where his graces and operations may be 
"tried; 174. he is the believer’s great affiftant, 207. how he exerts 
himfelf in the day of the foul’s believing, ibid. frequently and. fully 
_ Promifed, and may be demanded, 260, what kind of a Spirit he is, 
- 261. how he operates in apply the blood of Chrift, 273. what 
way he communicates the ena virtue of Chrift’s blood, 274. 
_ the fim of his, great work, 284. he glorifies Chrift, 290. is equal 
with the Father, ib. how he thews the glory of Chrift, 292. when 
_ ne believes what the Spirit thews, 293. all his influences and ope- 
_ rations, &c, work for the good of the Lord’s people, 301. keeps his 
' ground in the foul notwith{tanding corruption, 311. is the believer's 
-- internal witnel&S, 344. 346. how he witnefleth by water and blood, 
_ + 3465355. what he depones, 3 47. fomeiof his qualities, 3 48. witnefles 
ee in, an, immediate way, 351. how his immediate teltimony is known, 
ibid. whena perfon enjoys his leading, 356, the difference between 
__» his witneffing and Satan’s, 357. how he enables to conquer, 379. 
, . excites and draws forth fuitable graces, ibid. what he does when 
* he comes, 398. how he operates on the heart at his firft approach, 
ng _ 480. he has many pleafant titles given him, 513. what his opera- 
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~,.floms.are compared to, 515. | 
Spirit, legal, how it difcovers itfelf, 175. is vaftly dangerous, 385. many 
~_.. by-it confound affiftance with acceptance, and the evidences of faith 
_ with the grounds of it, 74. all cautioned againft it, 592. is the root 
of may damnable errors, 593. Se pists 
Spirit, delufive, fometimes permitted in the church, 158, 179. how it 
is known from the Spirit of God, 158, 357. what kind of a {pirit 
"prevailed at Cambuflang, 174,206. a delufive fpirit ufually finds 
many favourers and followers, 179. this {pirit pointed, out in ten 
“particulars, 180.. its, delufive operation much prevailing, 207. what 
| 4s the beft antidote againft it, 182. fii 
Spoute, the mutual love that fubfifts between Chrift and her, 667,—697. 
- the inquires after him, glories in his excellencies, and defcribes his 
~ royal grandeur, 678,—685. See Chri/?, Church, : 
State, all men by nature in a miferable one, 44. in a blefled one when in 
_. Ghrift, i, the flate of the church and children of God is not only a 
, militant, butmay bea maftered one, 137. believers have many doubts 
| about their ftate, 246.. who. are brought froma ftate of death to life, 
" dbid. the figns and evils of a dead and Chriftlefs ftate, 2525 276. 
eat fome judge of their {tate by falfe rules, 502. when itis changed, 5 48. 
ufferings,. the difference between thefe of the righteous and the wicked 
‘in public calamities,.90, the church and people of God expofed to 
_ many of them, 184,. not foon brought to an end, ibid, all fore- 
known to Chrift, and he provides for their fafety, ibid. intimation 
for depres gancn Wh eer IT cia. and the inftruments 
- by whom they are. brought about, ibid. all the Lord’s people not 
sl + called forth equally to fuffer, béd, though their fufferings may run 
z “very high, yet their duration is limited,.184, 185, the Lord difpofes 
his people’s fufferigs for his own ends and the trial of their graces, 
185, what is their proper duty when called thereto, iid, fuflerings 
bast for the caufe of Chrift work for his peoples good, 303, 7.47. ee 
8 Gufferings of Chrift, the great defign of them, 66. the neceflity of them 
_ pointed out, 291. the Father was prefent with Chrift in all of them, 
seca: BEREU AURA TEP CE? to believers, 604. the fuccefs of them 
RE AEs 6 Va katio tne iis ease awe wie ed xu 
pate eh what is the fubftance thereof, 122. called the Eu- 
_° ..,e¢harift, and the fignification thereof, 168. Chri prefent to faith 
ev therein,..765. 


macy, the nature of it, 27. how the minifters in Scotland have 
ifelaimed Chrift’ 


hrift’s eadfhip over his church, 28. 


fulfilled, id. 
sought to be girded 
ivitual warrior is, 77 


pon terms/with him, 296. what thefe were, ibid, 


one, 200, what the 
_howit is denominated, 201. 
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Trinity, how each perfon thereof is to be confidere , and what. 
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“body compared toa temple, and wherein the refemblance lies, 318. 
the charge his myftical body, alfe compared to a temple, 319. 
_fubje&ed to manifold hardfhips from temple-deftroyers, but her re- 
ftoration certain, ibid. Chrift’s power to raife the temple of his hu- 
man body, when deltroyed by men, a certain evidence of his autho- 


"+ rity and defign to rear up the temple of his myttical body, when’ 


feemingly dettroyed by men, 320, the reafons hereof affigned, ibid. 
the temple of God in this world fands in the midft of deftroyers, 
321. fome of the caufes hereof mentioned, 324... when Chrilt may 
be faid to rebuild his temple when it appears to be laid in ruins, 326. 
he alone is the great builder of his temple, 327,, his. ufual time of 
doing it is when men are pulling it down, ibid. the faith of the 
temple’s reftoration is built on the virtue of Chrift’s refurrection, 328. 
‘Temple-deltroyers, ordered of God in the vifible church, 320, 
Temptations, dangerous to parly with them, 138, Satan lofes no, pro- 
‘per opportunities for plying them, 151. a variety of. obfervations 
concerning them, 155. See Satan. 
Tenets, fome ftrange ones vented in fupport of Cambuflang work, 180, 
Terror, ufes of, to thefe who negleé the word of falvation, 99. to the 
enemies of God, 138. to the defpifers of Chrift and his caufe, 18 a6 
to fuch who profefs to be foldiers of Chrift, and yet are not builders 
of his temple, 205. to thefe who are not wafhed from their filthi- 
nefs, 490. to the wicked, who are altogether filthy, #5, to believers, 
‘who are partly fo, 491. to all who are filled with felf-conceit, 506, 
to the defpifers of Chrift and rejeéters of the gofpel, 600, 
Tertullian, a {entiment of his concerning prayer, 263.. 
Teftimony of Chrift, to be taken from his own mouth, 291. and receiy- 
ed in the demonitration of the Spirit, 293. 
Teftimony of the Spirit, how diftinguithed. from the delufions of Satan, 
_ when does faith difcover a teltimony to be no delufion, 352. 
Teftimony for truth, rejeéed by the church judicaturesin Scotland, 28. 
fome, who have high pretenfions to religion, filled with a hatred 
thereto, 174 efpoufed by Seceders, and defpifed by the Cambuflang 
converts, /18E. sat 
Things, all things relating to the new creation are of God, as reconciled 
in Chrift, 118, fome of thefe condefcended upon, 1 19. how they 
are of him, ibid, the reafons why they are fo, 120. this yields un- 
fpeakable pleafure to believers, amidit all their difquietudes, 126. 
All things that God the Father hath are Chrilt’s, 284. they all work 
for good to them who love God, 299. this great privilege confider- 
ed in its extent and reftriation, 300. what thefe all things are, good 
and bad, that work for their profit, 301, what that good is that all 
things fhall work, 303. what is to be underftood by their working 
together for good, 305. the charaéter of thefe who are thus fa- 
voured, #i¢d, the reafon why all things fhall work together for good, 
307. evidences of thefe who are thus privileged, 311, See Treafures. 
Thoughts, the impurity of them pointed out in fix particulars, 474. 
Thunder, God’s glory obferved in it, 727. by whofe. order emitted, 730, 
Tidings, glad ones in fad.times, 51. what thefe are, 55. sendy a 
Times, what fad ones the church and people of God meet with, 54. 
what grounds of encouragement they have amidft thefe fad times, 
55. fpecial direction neceflary in times of error, 160. advices offer= 


ed with relation to fifting times, 166. building and reforming times . 


both troublefome and contending ones, 203, pote y 
Titles, fome of thefe that God is known by, 262, 513, 609.. fome)plea- 
fant ones given to Chrift.and the holy Spirit, 513. fome amiable 
_ |) Ones given to the faints, 414, 513. the import of them opened, 414. 
Tradition, not to be chofen asa rule, 447. too much relied upon, hid. 
Treafures, Chrift’s opened by himfelf, declaring that he hath all things 
that the Father hath, 284. thefe things viewed abfolutely, as they 
refpect the perfon of the Father and the Son, és, confidered reftric« 
tively, as they refpeét the office of Chrift, 28 5. the order of opera- 


tion in the holy T rinity with reference to thefe all things, 4b.. how ~ 


they are prefented to us, é/,. their origination, donation, and com- 


munication pointed out, bid. what right Chrift hath to all things, .. 
ib. how his title to them is fecured, 286, what.thefe all things are . 


that he is pofleft of, #,. the manner how-he is pofleft.of them, 287. 
why all.the Father’s things are his, 288, the beauty. and wifdom of 
this difpofure pointed out, iid. the honour and credit of all con- 
cerned is herein confulted, 289. how. a perfon may. know if} they 
_ have got the faith of this glorious truth, 294. with what advantage 


they are in his hand, 295. Chrift is.an enriching. treafure to his. ° 


people, 605. * - 
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Tree of life, Chrift fo. denominated, 133,, what fruits this tree produces, 


_ 370. how one may obtain. both; the tree and the fruits,-371. who 
, have tot down wader tty. jPide: 0G ade? abusuaiconmuls 32) 
Trees of the wood, many fit down under the fhadow of them, inftead of 

_, the apple-tree, 386. fome of thefe, trees condefcended, upon,.,ibid. 


Tribe, Gad the conquere yet conquering one, 132. what kindof atribe 


the tribe of Gad was, 133... 
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abandon the former profeflion they made of the truth, ibid. dan-: 
gerous to defpife the truth and, canfe, of God, 183. the ‘truths of 
God. cormitted as a'truft to the people of God, 186, when’ they 
are oppoféd, we fhould be the more, valiant for them, 195. the truth 
ought to be received in the love and power’ of it, 196. the whole 
of the truths of God to’ be cleaved unto, efpecially thefe that are 


moft attacked and affaulted, fd, itis neceflary that we be eftablifh-” 


ed in the prefent truth, did, no point of.truth to be departed from, 
208. though ‘fome ‘truths are fundamental intrinfically, yet all 
truths aré findamental authoritatively, and all of them tobe re- 
garded for their divine authority, ibid. the fum of all truths we are 
called to’witnels for, is imported in this one, that the Lord is ‘God, 
213, to deny the truth of God, is to deny the God of truth, id, 
_fome great truths, both with relation to doérine, and difcipline, 
are difputed, 219. we fhould exonerate ourfelves in fuch a time, 7d. 
though multitudes of profeffors fhould relinquith Chrift and his 
~" truth, yet he will own and ftand to it, 330°. 
Truths, fome foundamental ones, that are as firft principles, 453. what 
thefe are, ibid. ; 
Tully, a fentiment’of his concerning carnal pleafure, 549. 


U \ 
NBELIEF, would deftroy God, if it could, 33. fullieshis perfec- 
tions, and murders men, ébfd. rejects the love of Chrift, 73. makes 
much-for Satan’s intereft, 74. the danger and difadvantage of it, 
78. the inexcufablenefs thereof, 97. the moft abominable fin, 165. 
this ‘poirited out in four particulars, 165. works by enmity, and ex- 

pects no good at God’s hand, 309, matter of lamentation, 747. 

Unbelievers, God is every thing that is terrible and dreadful to them, ro. 
ought to lay the foundation of the fpiritual temple, 48. in what ca- 
pacity they ought to view themfelves, 79. nothing to impede their 
matching with Chrift, 80. a word of counfel offered to them, 316. 
they are ii a’lonely defolate ftate, 350. exhorted to believe on the 
Son of God; thatthey may have the witnefs m themfelves, 357. 
their terrible doom pointed out, 600. living and dying fo, will be 
ineviteably damned, 765. 

Uncleannefs, brings defolation on-nations and cities, 29. 

Ungodly, a word’ of-convittion and advice tendered to them, 316, 

Unholinefs, thatof the faints is of the devil, 130. and all unholy acti- 
ons proceed from him, shid, 

Unicorn, favage, trong, and untraéable, 732. 

Union, 'there'is a real, {piritual, and indiflolvable one between Chrift 
and his people; 62, what privileges arifes therefrom, 347. 

Union, myftical, fuch is the nature of it, that Chrift and believers are 
denominated one, 330. what is neceflary to unton and communion 
with God, 469. union to Chrift how known, 480. 

Unwillinguefs;-men naturally unwilling to come to Chrift, 24.’ how this 
unwillinenefs isevidenced, 245.25. ‘aida 

Uprightnefs, four things requifite to conftitute the character, 283. 


Vv 


Mex NINUS, his opinion of the Chriftian religion, 433. 

Vanity, all earthly things*and worldly enjoyments vain and empty, 550. 
the perfon pronouncing this verdi& defcribed, zbid, the judgments 
paft upon all worldly enjoyments, $52, in what refpetts the world 
and the things of it are vanity, zbid. what it is in the world that 
is vain and empty; bd. the import ofall worldly things‘being cal- 
led vanity, 554. the emphafis of the phrafe, Vanity mois va- 
nity of vanities, pomted out, iid. arguments addueée prove the 
truth of the vanity of all things, 555. reafons affigned of the vani- 
ty, émptinefs, and unfatisfactorinefs of thé world, 7s7d. all reprov- 
ed who fet their hearts on the vanity of it, 556, matter of regret 
that fo many do fo, 557. how this appears evident, 252d. whence 

it is that carnal’ perfons have fuch a defire, iid; the evil thereof 
pointed out, ‘558. who are weaned fromthe vanities of it, ¢58. all 
exhorted tohave their heart difengaged from the world, and the va- 
i mities: thereof, slid. what it is, and ‘what itis‘not, to forfake the 

> Wanities-of it, ibid. remedies again{t'a worldly difpofition, 559. 

Verdist; the world’s verdi& of Chrift and his followers, 428. ‘defpife and 

“= Osreproach them, 430. the marks of reproach caft upon them, 432. 

ws cithereafons-why they-are defpifed, 434. how to know-if they get 
faving good therefrom, 437. Sar ia 

Wigtor,’ the happy one; 373.’ what enemies he conquers, 374, 375. the 

oo" nature’of the’conquelt, 375, the manner how it is. obtained, bid. 
the weapons by which, 376. are really more than victors, ibid. 

show they-come’ tobe fo, ‘bd. ‘the ground upon which the victory is 
\ Sobtained; viz. through Chrift, 374,378. the import hereof,’ open- 
0 edy ibid. what affiftance is afforded, 378, 349. : 
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Vincentius, the martyr, a faying of his, 98.) °°. 4000 © 
Mineyard, the fongof, jultifying God's deverity,"744.: God’s care over 
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rence between God’s voice in the law, and Chrift’s voice in the gof- 
pel, 232. fome qualities of Chrift’s voice, id. the import of hear- 
ing his voice, ibid. fix remarks concerning heating his voice, 233. 
the certainty of dead finners being quickened by his voice, 233, 238. 
the happy feafon when this fhall take place, 234. evidences of thofe 
who have been raifed to life by Chrift’s quickening voice, 237. his 
voice to be hearkened to when he comes’to open his Father’s trea- 
fures, 298, he” seahs en A 
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W AN TS, thefe of the Lord’s people work for their profits 303. 

War, France and Spain engage therein againft Britain, 86. why they 
are permitted to do fo, #bid, make fome difpofitions to invade Scot- 
land, 140. the pretender’s Son a@ually lands there, and ftirs up 
an unnatural rebellion, which terminates in the effufion of much 
blood, 251, Michael’s war with the dragon, 775. 

Warning, the Lord ufually gives his people warning before approach- 
ing danger, as he did Simon, 150. and fometimes he does it with 
great folemnity, 153. Job’s warning to his cenforious friends, 716. 

Warnings, minifterial ones, three of them emitted in Dunfermline, 219. 
the nature of thefe warnings pointed out, 220. 

Water, clean, the blood of Chrift compared thereto, 269. what under- 
ftood thereby, viz. juitification and pardon, 270. in what refpeéts 
the blood'of Chrift may be compared to water; 270, 271. the ufe- 
fulnefs thereof pointed out, ssid. in what refpedts it is clean water, 
271, the manner how thisis applied and fprinkled upon the unclean 
for their cleanfing, 273. the nature of that cleannefs, that is the 
effect of this fprinkling, 274. the purity of this water pointed out 
in eight particulars, 276. all other water for cleanfing to be reject- 
ed, 277. evidences of thefe who are fprinkled and cleanfed with 
this clean water, 279. this water is fo medicinal, that it is a falve 
for every fore, 281. the duty of thefe who were never wafhed in 
this water, 282, what is incumbent of thefe who have been fprink- 
led therewith, 282, 283. the Spirit witnefles by water in the be- 
liever, 346. how this is known, 354. a fourfold water that God 
makes ule of to purge away fin, 465. ; 

Watchfulnefs, ought to be joined with the fpiritual armour, 167. 

Ways of God, fome that are called good new ones to be avoided, efpe- 
cially when they lead from they good old way, 196, The ways of 

God pleafantnefs and her paths peace, 511,531. See Wi/dom’s ays. 

Weaknefles, thefe of the children of God turn out for their advantage, 303. 

Welwood, Mr. John, a faying of his, concerning Scotland. 

Whale. or crocodile, a particular defcription of it, 735. ae 

Whitefield, Mr. George, makes a tour into Scotland, and labours to 
difleminate latitudinarian tenets among’ the people, 174. a princi- 
pal pyomoter of the ftrange work at Cambuflang, 174, 180. turns 
out to be quite another man than he was expected to be by fome, 180. 

Whoredom, brings deftruction upon cities, 29. -whoremongers and adul- 

terers judged, 721. ‘ " nes x fa fe 

Wicked, the difference betwixt the falling of the righteous and wicked 
in public calamities 90. betwixt the life of therighteous and’wick- 
ed, 246. their mifery pointed out who are haters of God; and’ live’ 
and die enemies to him, 310. follow the advice of flefh and blood, 
444. are miferable in life, in death, and in the day of judgment, 
490. the difference between them and’ the godly, 504. what kind 
ofa peace they have,‘s520, 521. barred from true and folid peace, 
both on God’s part, and their own, 521.‘ exhorted to.comé and try 
Wifdom’s ways, and tafte the pleafure of them, 531,'532. their 
portion not to be envied, 556. have a defire after the world;'557. 
how this is evidenced, zd. when ‘this arifes, 757d. the evil of it 
pointed out, 558, The wicked have ground to tremble, to meet 
with the great and terrible God, 570. may be permitted to profper, 

. 713. their ruin inevitable, 715, the calamities that await them, 7}. 
their profperity fhort and their ruin fure, 717. hardened in their 
impiety by their profperity, iid. fometimes feverely punifhed, ibid, 
yet many of them live and die in outward peace, and never vifibly 

. “reckoned with in this world, 718/00 {1 1) oe 

Wickednefs; man’s, cannot hurt God, 724. le 

Will, free, man in his innocent ftate had a frée-will'both’ to: good and 
evil; but now, in his depraved one, his will is only free to evil, 26. 

Will of God, who yield ‘obedience to his’ commanding ‘and difpofing 
will, 59, his being the commander and eifecter of our fandtificati- 
on, a demonftration of the holinef§ of his will, T20; ae ee te 


Will-worfhip, conferring with flefh and’ blood ‘the 
With, the heart one of a deferted foul, 72 qemu: < 
Wifdom of God, where tobe viewed, 6. may be demanded “from God, 
'- 260. to be admired for ordering ‘things feeming prejudicial to the 
church and people of God, to turn out for their good, 310. 
Wifdom, God’s is unfearchable, 713. that of antient men nothing to 
that of the Antient of days, bid. proofs of it in his doing his plea- 
| fare in heaven andearth, 714. in the'creation and prefervation of 
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" Wifdom, that which is‘hia ix God; unfearchable by nattire) 720. that 


“which is revealed’ to man, praéticable through ‘grace, ibid. true 

wifdom, not acquired by old-age or learning, but by grace, 423, 

Wifdom’s ways pleafantnefs and her paths peace; srr. ‘ Chrift, “the ef 

: — fential Wifdom of God, reprefentedin {eriptiire, as a beautiful:queen; 

_ diftributing gifts to her loving fubjeas, ibid, her ways aré pleafant- 

nefs, and all her paths ‘are peace, ibid. what is to be underitood by 

." Wifdom's ways and paths, and why they are faid'to’ be! plédfant- 

“nefs ang peace, #id, what are thefe wayr of Wifdom that'are'plea- 

_ fantnefs, 512. there are many providential adminiftrations and af- 

_ fittive difpenfations, that'are a part of Wifdom’s ways, and ate’all 

"7 pleafant, 7id.'there ate many docPrinal''propo/itions that avé a part 

__ of Wifdom’s ways, as hisincarnation, active and paffive obedience, 

*refurrection, afeenfion, and interceflion, ibid. his- pleafant coun- — 

_», els, invitations, “promifes, records, and titles, §12, 913... There 
“are evangelical graces that area par of Wifdom’s ways, ‘as know- 
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ledge, faith, love, and joy, 514. there are /piritual benefits and 
works of God,\that are, a, part of Wifdom’s ways, a8 illumination, 
juftification, fan@ification, and glorification, 514, 515. fome of 
the /prings of pleafure that Wifdom’s children have who keep her 
ways, viz. God and his attributes, Chrilt and his fulnefs, the Spirit 
and his operations, the covenant and its promifes, 515. the gua/i- 


ties of this pleafure enumerated, 516, 517. itis real, rational, [ipi- 


ritual, relieving, purifying, heavenly, fublime, and everlafting, #5. 
what thefe paths of Wifdom are that are peace and'pleafure, 518. 
there are internal paths of Wifdom that relate to graces to be exer- 


_ cifed, as joy, forrow, dc. ibid, and external paths that relate to 


_... duties to be exercifed, as hearing the word, prayer, praife, thankf- _ 
giving, partaking of the facrament, the fervice of the Sabbath, and 


oly conference,.518,—520, the zature of that peace thatis in Wif- 


_.. dom’s way, 520. defcribed negatively, by fhewing what kind of a 


es peace the wicked have, 520, 521. viewed pofitively, by:confidering 


_ +. ‘what kind of a peace it really is, 521,522. it is internal, divine, 


fo 


sy holy, miraculons, nobilitating, fecure, fweet, and perfect, ibid. 
_. the pleafantnefs of Wifdom’s ways demonftrated, 523,'it mult be 
~~ pleafant in regard it is pleafant to God, the life of the foul, re- 

-.moves fears, and fin the caufe of forrow, confifts of rejoicing, com- 


munion with God, &c ibid, carnal objections propounded and an- 
“fwered aguinft the pleafantnefs of Wifdom’s way, 524,—526. what 
thefe things are that the’ believer ‘hath pleafure in, 526, 527. hehas 
pleafure in his God, his.head, his guide, his grace, his duties, ex- 
periences, helpers, mercies, croffes, life, and death, ibid. eviden- 
ces of thefe who are walking in Wifdom’s ways, 527. W ifdom’s 
children have pleafant views, as of their loft ftate, of Chrift the Sa- 
yiour, and God in him, é&c. 527, 528. they have pleafant experi- 
ences; as of the evil of fin, the deceitfulnefs of the heart, the vani- 
ty of the world, the truth of the threatening, the truth and good- 
nefs of the promife, and the tokens of divine favour, 528. they 
have pleafant imprefions, as of the feal and imprefs of the Spirit of 
God upon the hedrt, 529. thefe faving impreflions differ from thofe 
of hypocrites, for they are fociable, unlimited, habitual, and na- 
tural, ibid. they have a pleafant bent and propenfity of foul to 
things fpiritual, 530. the., difference between fpiritual. and carnal 
joy and pleafure, 530, 531. the wicked exhorted to come and try 
Wifdom’s ways, and tafte the pleafures thereof, 531, 532 motives 
- toexcitethereto, and directions -how to attain a talte thereof, #6, the 
godly exhorted to evidence, by a chearful walk, that Wifdom’s ways 
are pleafantnefs and peace, 533. motives exciting thereto, and ob- 
jections propounded andanf{wered, 533, 536. directions offered, 536, 
537. in what cafes we are to take pleafure in Wifdom’s ways, 537. 
Wifdom’s price great, and her place fecret, 720 


“Witnefles, the believer’s internal one, 343. this fhewnto bgthe teftimo- 


ny of the Spirit, the water. and blood, 344, 346. that the Spirit 


. witneffeth by his own immediate teftimony, evinced by four argu- 


ments, 346. fix qualities of this witnefs, 348, the reafons why he 
fo witnefleth, iid: how-his. witnefling may be known, 350. 


- “*Witnefles cited for God, and their witnefling work fummed up in at- 


tefting that he is.God, 209. God, who needs no teftimony from a- 
ny of his creatures, frequently appeals to them, #bid. ten prelimi- 
nary obfervationsrelative to this matter, 210. erects.a court, and 
fits as judge there, sid. the great queftion to be difcuffed is, Who 
is God, 210. the moft part decline, giving evidence to the truth of 
it, and jome are determined to be faithful witneffes that he is God, 
ibid. God-claims,a,fpecial relation to fuch as witnefs for him, idid, 
as the fpecial work of God’s people is witnefling work, fo there are 
particular feafons wherein they are called to atteft that he is God, 
211. how and by what means they are his witnefles, ibid. the im- 
port of the expreflion, Ye are my witneffes; enquired into, both as 
it refpects their charaéter and teftimony, 21}, 212, What-the wit- 
neffes particularly witnefs concerning God, 212, the whole of wit- 
nefling work, lies in witnefling that he is God, 212, 213. witnef- 
fing for God is avery honourable work, 213. many afhamed to wit- 
nets for God, his reformation;caufe, and intereft in Scotland, 214, 
2151, evidences of thofe who are true witnefles, 215. all finners ex- 
horted ‘to become witneffes for God, 215, 216. eight reafons and 
confiderations why. we fhould witnefs for him, 217, 218. the ad- 
vantages arifing from witnefling for him, 217. the difadvantages 
of not being faithful witnefles, ibid. in what-cafes we are called to 
witnefs, 218. this fometimes called for both publickly and privately, 
and alfo in company, efpecially in. times of defection, doubting, 
temptations, perfecution, and when there is few to do it, ibid. by 
what means,-and in what. manner, we fhould witnefs for God, 
218, 219. eight witnelles adduced to prove the want of purity, 474. 


“Witnefles, celeftial and terreftrial ones cited to prove Chrift to be the 


son of God, 344. 
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of this falvation, the need we have of it, its being a firm ground 
for faith, and the good warrant we have to intermiddle with it, 
100. on what account this falvation is neglected, shid. 

Work, covenanted grace for covenanting work, 220,—228. See Covenant. 

Work, fpiritual, we have no capacity for it, 264. we are under a phyfi- 
cal, legal, moral, judicial, univerfal, and habitual contracted in- 
capacity for it, ibid. 

Work.of God, how a faving one may be known, 174. what are the na- 
tive effeéts of a counterfeit work of God, ibid. a true work of God, 
and that which is {ufpicious, compared in a great many particulars, 
180, 181, the Lord’s work appears the more con{picuous, when 
oppofed by earth and hell, 203. it is a honourable work, though 
much oppofed, and even fometimes by the great ones, 204. wherein 
the fum of witnefling work lies, 213. to witnefs for God is a very 
honourable work, ibid. the works of God manifefts hisincomprehen- 

. fible greatnefs, 726. God allows his people to command him con- 
cerning his works, 259. all his works turn out to the advantage of 
his people, 301. 
. Work of providence, what great things the Lord does for men therein, 
711. See Providence, 

Work of redemption, the whole of it an act of God’s will, 173. this 
work not to be’too narrowly viewed; ibid. | See Redemption. 

Works, good, to be maintained, 447. and in what’ refpect neceflary, 

, ibid. the difference between works in the new covenant of grace, 

and works in the old covenant of works, 489. 

Works of nature, men generally ignorant of them, 727. this fhewsthem 
incompetent judges of divine providence, bid. . 

World, its enmity againft Chrift, rog. the love of it ought to be avoid- 
ed, 196. love to it the {pring of much defection from Chrift and his 
caufe, ibid. we are to be aware of the world’s little fins, #bid. the 
hatred and rage of the world, made fubfervient for the good of the 
difciples of Chrift, 299. how faith overcomes the world, 344. the 
world a great enemy to the believer, 374. defpifes and reproaches 
Chrift and his followers, 428,—432. what marks of reproash they 
threw upon them, 432,434. the reafons why they are reproach- 
ed and contemned by the world, v/z, becaufe the world does not know 
theni, they themfelves are unlike the world, enemies to the way of 
it, and reprove it, 434, 435. the folly and wickednefs of {uch who 
reproach them, 437. 

World, non-conformity to it injomed, 538. fcripture-precepts adduced 
both from the Old and New. Teftament, clearing the truth hereof, 
539. feripture-precedents of eminent perfons condefcended upon, 
farther to evince the truth of it, as Noah, Lot, Jofhua, Nehemiah, 
and David; ibid. What it is in the world we muft not be con- 
formed to, neither the things of the world, nor the fafhions, 
worthip, principles, traditions, cuftoms, and practices of it, 539, 
540. the import of difconformity to it opene’, 540 it im- 
ports not only acontrariety, but a defpifing, forfaking, and cruci- 
fying of it, 540, 541. the reafons afligned why we mutt not be 
conformed to the world, 541,—544. the Lord’s people muft not be 
conformed, for reafons refpecting God himielf, 541. conformity to 
it is a tempting and forfaking God, a living at a diltance from, and 
walking contrary to him, ébid. in refpe& of the world itfelf 542. 
the men of the world, the god of the world, and. the whole com- 
plex frame of it, are reafons why they fhould not, ibid. there are 
reafons alfo in refpect of their brethren, 542, 543 itis grievingand 
offenfive to them, ibid. reafons in refpect of them/elves, 543, 544. 
their ‘circumflances require it, becaufe they are of another world, o 
another ftate, acted by another principle, directed by another rule, 
aimpat another end, are objects of another love, fervants of ano- 
ther Matter, and partakers of another Spirit, 543. their /afety alfo 
require it, 543. the fafety of their names, their coniciences, their 
graces, and their perfons, 543, 544. | In'what cafes the godly may 
lawfully converfe with the world, 544. im cafes of neceflity, traffic, 
civility, charity, piety, and affinity, ##d the wicked world fhould 
not quarrel with the jaints for refraining their company, 546. the 
vanity of all the fhifts and excufes whereby people cover their 
conformity to it, ibid. the danger of conformity thereto, ibid. who 
are they that conform and fafhion themfelves to the world, 546, 547. 
what pleas are made ufe of for conforming to it, 547. evidences of 
thefe who are not, and whoare, conformed to the world, 5 48, 5 49. 
it may be known by their ftate and condition, their frame and dif- 
pofition, and their life and eonverfation, ssid. three things which 
contribute to bring a perfon out of the world, 548. three things 
that difcover a perfon of this world, 549. five marks ofa perfon 
who minds worldly things, ibid. all exhortéd not to be conformed 
to the world, 549, 550. conformity to itis adultery, idolatry, en- 
mity, and contrariety to the power of godlinefs, ibid. directions to 
avoid it, 550. crucified by the crofs of Chrilt, 769. : 

World, the vanity of it, and all earthly enjoyments, 550. the perfon 


Witnefles, falfe ones, the devil, the wicked world, and carnal reafon, 
often prove fo to the believer, 349. 

‘Woman, a remarkable faying of one, 138. of another, 191. 

‘Wonder, three great ones that eternity will not unfold, 426, 

“Word of God, the Spirit, in the day of power, makes impreffions on the 
heart by it, 68. fome properties of it, 71. is the ground and war- 
rant of the particular application of faith, 74,—76. the power and 
efficacy of it, 109. what kind of a word minilters ought to bring to 
finners, 167. the word of God compared to a fword, 200. the re- 
femblance pointed out in feven particulars, 200, 201, it is denomi- 
nated the fword of the Spirit, 201. fix reafons why itis fo called, 76, 

the whole word of God, promifes and threatenings, work for the 


advantage of God’s children, 301. what God fays in the outward - 


call of the word to engage finners to come to him, 316. affords 
much afliftance to believers in obtaining victory over fin and afflic- 
tion, 379. contains many pleafant counfels, invitations, promifes, 
records, and titles, 512, 513. is of a permanent nature, 746. 
Word of falvation, to whom fent, 95. what is fuppofed and implied in 
it, 96. what this word of falvation is, and why fo denominated, id, 
howit operates in the hand of the Spirit, and what are fome of the 
properties of it, bid. from whom, by whom, to whom it is fent, 


97. for what purpofe fent to finners, ibid. matter of confolation to 


believers, and: ground of terror to unbelievers who negle¢t it, 99. whence fo much abufed, 445. 
motives to induce a kindly reception. of it, drawn from the nature ‘Wrath, when it is evident that a ori oF wrath is coming upon a land, 


Your. gt 


who pafles this judgment, 550, 552. in what refpect the world, and 
the things of it are vain, 552. what things init are vain and empty, 
$52,553. the import of its being called vain, and vanity itfelf, 55 4. 
the emphafis of the phrafe pointed out, iid. arguments. to prove 
that all is vain and empty, 555. reafons afligned of the vanity and 
emptinefs of the world, 555, 556. the love of it is the root of all 
evil, 556, all reproved who fet their hearts upon it, iid. matter of 
regret that fo many love the vanities of it, 557. what fort of defire 
the wicked have after the world, 44. how it appears that their defires 


» are after the vanities of it, jd. whence this arifes that they have 


fuch a defire after the world, ébi¢. the evil hereof pointed out, 558. 
evidences of thofe who are weaned from it, ibid. all exhorted to 
have their hearts difengaged from the world, iid. in what refpect 
weare, and are not to be conformed to the world, j4id, remedies 
againft a worldly difpofition, 55 ; 


World, proofs of God’s witdom ag power in the creation and prefer- 


vation of it, 719. crucified by the crofs of Chrift, 769. its three 
“ee temptations, ; 


re a 
Worfhip, the object of Doe God, Father, Son, and Hely Ghoft, 3, 


how to be addrefled, and what conceptions we are t&haye of them 
in our minds, when fupplicating them, ibid. worlhip in the church, 
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cures it),217 4 itiseithar vindittive dr cakigatory,,. 560,,when a time a 388. ‘Teafons aflign hy he behoved t fA ‘come down} ‘and why 
may, be faid. to. be. wrathfulolike,, ibid. «the- prefent.time,, atimeof . da he 490, the A haght if dela de ater; 39 32ltdo tives to 
‘wrath,665, the Lord extends mercy,to,his,people in. wrathful aie “en ree th 1e, Sati) 3 A ‘ites sand ‘Evie ted er the 
= times,-568, in what, cals: oe fenfons,he fhews, himfelf.in’ wrath a he pS manner of. oing it, “395 isd738 at Das bow. ae, ag 
; gainft them, 569. the reafons why he doth. HS, S71 Qvt 9% Zanc Lis » his verdi& of Sol lomon’ s fong,°666! equisageqo aid bar > 
9 Wrath, .divine,, mothin gn can pacify, it-but,the: ‘blood of Chelly 378.5") oO a ‘the: fire’that, comes from’ heaven infltien ces then with’ dlaudible zeal 
Pie: 5 ects Ee a 5 ie “for God, in witnefling “for” his truth, aS { “it fites theiy at the 
fea tata ms ai bow ya bila aha, Gist __fome, time ‘with zeal againft all falfe pr 8, ibid. “'Blihd’'and furi- 
ee tow ¢bitil + US Zeal, difearded and doomed,. ap ie Hig Sats 21i8) As aan 
“7 JENOP I om, his, pecpeee on eg lant 3 deaths, 1. 2 2 fure, foundation Taid i in her’ for” the fl Jyation-’ of finners 146. 
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